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PREFACE. 


By  an  act  approved  June  23, 1874,  Congress  made  an  appropriation 
"to  enable  the  Secretary  of  War  to  begin  the  publication  of  the  Official 
Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  both  of  the  Union  and  Confed 
erate  Armies,"  and  directed  him  "to  have  copied  for  the  Public  Printer 
all  reports,  letters,  telegrams,  and  general  orders  not  heretofore  copied 
or  printed,  and  properly  arranged  in  chronological  order." 

Appropriations  tor  continuing  such  preparation  have  been  made  from 
time  to  time,  and  the  act  approved  June  1(3,  1880,  has  provided  '•  for 
the  printing  and  binding,  under  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of 
ten  thousand  copies  of  a  compilation  of  the  Official  Records  (Union  and 
Confederate)  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be 
ready  for  publication,  during  the  fiscal  year";  and  that  "  of  said  num 
ber,  seven  thousand  copies  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Repre 
sentatives,  two  thousand  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  one 
thousand  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Executive  Departments."* 

This  compilation  will  be  the  first  general  publication  of  the  military 
records  of  the  war,  and  will  embrace  all  official  documents  that  can  bo 
obtained  by  the  compiler,  and  that  appear  to  be  of  any  historical  value. 

*  Volumes  I-V  distributed  under  act  approved  June  16,  1880.  The  act  approved 
August  7,  1882,  provides  that — 

"  The  volumes  of  the  Official  Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  shall  be  distributed 
as  follows :  One  thousand  copies  to  the  Executive  Departments,  as  now  provided  by 
law.  One  thousand  copies  for  distribution  by  the  Secretary  of  War  among  officers  of 
the  Army  and  contributors  to  the- work.  Eight  thousand  three  hundred  copies  shall 
be  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  such  libraries,  organizations,  and  individuals  as 
may  be  designated  by  the  Senators,  Representatives,  and  Delegates  of  the  Forty- 
seventh  Congress.  Each  Senator  shall  designate  not  exceeding  twenty-six,  and  each 
Representative  and  Delegate  not  exceeding  twenty-one  of  such  addresses,  and  the 
volumes  shall  be  sent  thereto  from  time  to  time  as  they  are  published,  until  the  pub 
lication  is  completed.  Senators,  Representatives,  and  Delegates  shall  inform  the 
Secretary  of  War  in  each  case  how  many  volumes  of  those  heretofore  published  they 
have  forwarded  to  such  addresses.  The  remaining  copies  of  the  eleven  thousand  to 
be  published,  and  all  sets  that  may  not  be  ordered  to  be  distributed  as  provided 
herein,  shall  be  sold  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  cost  of  publication,  with  ten  per 
cent,  added  thereto,  and  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be  covered  into  the  Treasury. 
If  two  or  more  sets  of  said  volumes  are  ordered  to  the  same  address,  the  Secretary  of 
War  shall  inform  the  Senators,  Representatives,  or  Delegates,  who  have  designated 
the  same,  who  thereupon  may  designate  other  libraries,  organizations,  or  individuals. 
The  Secretary  of  War  shall  report  to  the  first  session  of  the  Forty-eighth  Congress 
what  volumes  of  the  series  heretofore  published  have  not  been  furnished  to  such, 
libraries,  organizations,  and  individuals.  He  shall  also  inform  distributees  at  whose 
instance  the  volumes  are  sent." 

(m) 


IV  PREFACE. 

The  publication  will  present  the  records  in  the  following  order  of 
arrangement : 

The  First  Series  will  embrace  the  formal  reports,  both  Union  and  Con 
federate,  of  the  first  seizures  of  United  States  property  in  the  Southern 
States,  and  of  all  military  operations  in  the  field,  with  the  correspond, 
ence,  orders,  and  returns  relating  specially  thereto,  and,  as  proposed,  is 
to  be  accompanied  by  an  Atlas. 

In  this  series  the  reports  will  be  arranged  according  to  the  campaigns 
and  several  theaters  of  operations  (in  the  chronological  order  of  the 
events),  and  the  Union  reports  of  any  event  will,  as  a  rule,  be  imme 
diately  followed  by  the  Confederate  accounts.  The  correspondence,  &c., 
not  embraced  in  the  u  reports  n  proper  will  follow  (first  Union  and  next 
Confederate)  in  chronological  order. 

The  Second  Series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and 
returns,  Union  and  Confederate,  relating  to  prisoners  of  war,  and  (so 
far  as  the  military  authorities  were  concerned)  to  State  or  political 
prisoners. 

The  Third  Series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and 
returns  of  the  Union  authorities  (embracing  their  correspondence  with 
the  Confederate  officials)  not  relating  specially  to  the  subjects  of  the 
first  and  second  series.  Ifc  will  set  forth  the  annual  and  special  reports 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  General-in-Chief,  and  of  the  chiefs  of 
the  several  staff  corps  and  departments;  the  calls  for  troops,  and  the 
correspondence  between  the  National  and  the  several  State  authorities. 

The  Fourth  Series  will  exhibit  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and 
returns  of  the  Confederate  authorities,  similar  to  that  indicated  for  the 
Union  officials,  as  of  the  third  series,  but  excluding  the  correspondence 
between  the  Union  and  Confederate  authorities  given  in  that  series. 

EGBERT  K  SCOTT, 
Major  Third  Art.,  and  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT,  August  23, 1880. 

Approved : 

ALEX.  EAMSEY, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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TEXT. 


Page    460.     Erase  foot-note  and  insert  Omitted. 

Page    508.     Strike  out  *  reference  mark  after  Chicago  and  foot-note  ^Cipher. 

Page    707.     Dix  to  Halleck,  first  line,  for  2  o'clock  read  8  o'clock. 
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CHAPTER    XXX. 


OPERATIONS  IN  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  SOUTHEAST 
ERN  VIRGINIA. 


AUGUST  20,  1862-JUNE  3,  1863. 


OF  THE 

Aug.        20-Sept.  10, 1862.— Army  of  the  Potomac  embarks  for  Aquia  Creek  and  Alex 
andria,  Va.  t 
30, 1862.^-Maj.  Gen.  Gustavus  W.  Smith,  C.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of 

the  defenses  of  Richmond,  etc. 
Skirmish  near  Plymouth,  N.  C. 
31,  1862.— Skirmish  at  Franklin,  Va. 
Sept.    2-  3,  1862.— Expedition  from  Suffolk,  Va. 
6,  1862.— Attack  on  Washington,  N.  C. 
9, 1862.— Skirmish  at  Williamsburg,  Va. 
17-20,  1862.— Operations  at  and  about  Shiloh,  N.  C. 

19,  1862. — The  Confederate  Department  of  North  Carolina  and  Southern 
Virginia  (Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina)  consti 
tuted,  under  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Gustavus  W.  Smith. 
Oct.  3, 1862. — Skirmish  ou  the  Blackwater,  near  Franklin,  Va. 

Affair  on  the  Blackwater.  near  Zuni,  Va. 
15, 1862.— Skirmish  rear  Carrsville,  Va. 
25, 1862. — Skirmish  near  Zuni,  Va. 
29, 1862. — Skirmish  on  the  Blackwater,  Va. 
31, 1862.— Skirmish  at  Franklin,  Va. 
Nov.      1-12, 1862.— Expedition  from  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  including  skirmishes  (2d)  at 

Little  Creek  and  Rawle'sMill. 
8, 1862.— Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting,  C.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command 

of  the  defenses  of  Cape  Fear  River,  N.  C. 
11,  1862. — Demonstration  on  Ne\v  Berne,  N.  C. 

12-14,1862. — Operations  about  Suffolk,  Va.,  including  skirmishes  (12th)  at 
Providence  Church  and  (14th)  at  Blackwater  Bridge,  and 
Zuni,  Va. 

16, 1862. — Skirmish  at  Gloucester  Point,  Va. 
17, 1862.— Affair  near  Carrsville,  Va. 
18, 1862.— Skirmish  at  Franklin,  Va. 

Skirmish  at  Core  Creek,  N.  C. 
22, 1862.— Destruction  of  Salt-Works  in  Matthews  County,  Va. 

*Of  some  of  the  minor  conflicts  mentioned  in  this  "  Summary"  no  circumstantial 
reports  are  on  file. 
tSee  Series  I,  Vols.  XI  and  XIX. 
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Nov.         22,  1862. — Reconnaissance  from  Williarnsburg,  Va. 

25,  1862.— Capture  of  the  United  States  steamer  Ellis,  New  River,  N.  C. 
Dec.  1,  1862.— Skirmish  at  Beaver  Dam  Church,  Va. 

2,  1862. — Skirmish  on  the  Blackwater,  near  Franklin,  Va. 
8-12,  1862. — Reconnaissances  from  Suffolk  to  the  Blackwater  and  skirmishes  at 

and  about  Zuni,Va. 
10,  1862.- Attack  on  Plymouth,  N.  C. 
11-15,  1862. — Reconnaissance  from  Yorktown  to  Gloucester,  Matthews,  King  and 

Queen,  and  Middlesex  Counties,  Va. 
11-20,  1862. — Expedition  from  New  Berne  to  Goldsborough,  N.  C. 

12,  1862. — Maj.  Gen.  Arnold  Elzey,  C.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command  of  the 

Richmond  defenses,  etc. 
17,  1862. — Reconnaissance  to  Diascuud  Bridge  and  Burnt  Ordinary,  Va. 

22,  1862. — Skirmishes  near  Windsor  and  at  Joyner's  Ferry,  on  the  Black- 

water,  Va. 

24,  1862. — The  Eighteenth  Army  Corps  constituted,  under  command  of  Maj. 

Gen.  John  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army. 

27,  1862.— Skirmish  at  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C. 

28,  1862. — Skirmishes  near  Suffolk  and  at  Providence  Church,  Va. 

Jan.      7-  9,  1863. — Expedition  from  Yorktown  to  West  Point  and  White  House,  Va. 
8-10,  1863. — Expedition  from  Suffolk  toward  the  Blackwater,  Va. 
9,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Providence  Church,  Va. 

13,  1863. — Expedition  from  Yorktown  to  West  Point,  Va. 

17-21,  1863. — Reconnaissance  from  New  Berne  to  Pollocksvillo,  Trenton,  Young's 
Cross-Roads,  and  Onslow,  N.  C.,  and  skirmishes  (19th)  at  White 
Oak  Creek  and  (20th)  near  Jacksonville. 

19,  1863. — Scout  from  Williarnsburg  and  skirmish  at  Burnt  Ordinary,  Va. 
27-28,  1863.— Reconnaissances  on  the  Neuse,  Dover,  and  Trent  Roads,  N.  C. 

30,  1863. — Engagement  at  Deserted  House,  or  Kelly's  Store,  near  Suffolk,  Va. 
Feb.      1-10,  1863. — Expedition  from  New  Berne  to  Plymouth,  N.  C. 

2,  1863.— Destruction  of  Salt- Works  at  Wale's  Head,  Currituck  Beach,  N.  C. 
5,  1863.— Skirmish  near  Olive  Branch  Church,  Va. 

6-21,  1863.— The  Ninth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  William  F.  Smith,  U.  S.  Army, 
commanding,  transferred  from  Army  of  the  Potomac  to  Newport 
News,  Va. 
7,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Olive  Branch  Church,  Va. 

Skirmish  near  Edenton,  N.  C. 
10,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Batchelder's  Creek,  N.  C. 
12-13,  1863. — Expedition  from  Batchelder's  Creek  and  skirmish  (13th)  at  Sandy 

Ridge,  N.  C. 
13,  1863. — Skirmish  hear  Washington,  N.  C. 

17,  1863. — Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  G.  French,  C.  S.  Army,  temporarily  in  com 

mand  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  and  Southern  Vir 
ginia. 

18,  1863.— Two  divisions  of  Longstreet's  corps  ordered  from  Army  of  North 

ern  Virginia  to  defense  of  Richmond. 

23,  1863.— Engagement  at  Fort  Caswell,N.  C.* 

25,  1863. — Maj.  Gen.  Daniel  H.  Hill,  C.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of  troops 

in  North  Carolina. 

26,  1863. — Lieut.  Gen.  James  Longstreet,  C.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of 

the  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

Mar.      1-  6, 1863.— Expedition   from  New   Berne  to   Swan  Quarter,  N.  C.,  and  skir 
mishes  (3d  and  4th)  near  Fairfield  and  Swan  Quarter. 


*The  United  States  steamers  Dacotah  and  Monticcllo  engaged.     See  Annual  Report 
pf  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  December  7, 1863. 
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Mar.     6-  8,  1863.— Demonstration  on  Kinston,  N.  C.,  including  skirmishes  (7th)  at 

Core  Creek  and  near  Dover. 
6-10,  1863. — Expedition  from  New  Berne  to.  Trenton,  Pollocksville,  Young's 

Cross-Roads,  and  Swansborough,  N.  C. 

7-  9,  1863. — Reconnaissance  from  Suffolk  and  skirmish  (9th)  near  Windsor,  Va. 
7-10,  1863. — Expedition  from  Newport  Barracks  to  Cedar  Point,  N.  C. 
7-14,  1863. — Expedition  from  New  Berne  to  Mattamuskeet  Lake,  N.  C. 
8-16, 1863. — Expedition  against  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  including  skirmishes  (13th- 

14th)  at  Deep  Gully  and  attack  (14th)  on  Fort  Anderson. 
10-13,  1863. — Demonstration  on  Plymouth,  N.  C. 
13-16,  1863. — The  Third  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps,  transferred  from  Newport 

News  to  Suffolk,  Va. 
17,  1863. — Maj.  Gen.  Ambrose  E.Burnside,  U.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of 

the  Ninth  Army  Corps. 
Skirmish  near  Franklin,  Va. 
19-26,  1863. — The  First  and  Second  Divisions,  Ninth  Army  Corps,  embark  at 

Newport  News  for  the  Department  of  the  Ohio. 
23, 1863.— Skirmish  at  Winfield,  N.  C. 

24,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Rocky  Hock  Creek,  N.  C. 

25,  1863.— Affair  at  Norfolk,  Va. 

29,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Williamsburg,  Va. 

30,  1863.— Skirmish  near  Deep  Gully,  N.  C. 

30-April  20,  1863.— Siege  of  Washington,  N.  C.,  and  pursuit  of  the  Confed 
erate  forces. 

April  1, 1863, — Lieutenant-General  Longstreet's  command  reorganized,  to  con 
sist  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  (Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill 
commanding),  Department  of  Southern  Virginia  (Maj.  Gen.  S. 
'G.French  commanding),  and  Department  of  Richmond  (Maj. 
Gen.  Arnold  Elzey  commanding). 
Expedition  from  Yorktown  to  Smith's  and  Byrd's  Plantations,  Ware 

River,  Va. 
6,1863. — Maj.  Gen.  E.  D.  Keyes,  U.  S.  Army,  temporarily  in  command  of 

the  Department  of  Virginia. 
Skirmish  at  Nixonton,  N.  C. 

7, 1863.— Expedition  from  Gloucester  Point  to  Gloucester  Court-House,  Va. 
9-14, 1863. — Operations  against  Gloucester  Point,  Va. 
11, 1863.— Skirmish  at  Williamsburg,  Va. 
11-May  4, 1863.— Siege  of  Suffolk,  Va. 
12, 1863.— Reconnaissance  from  Gloucester  Point  to  the  vicinity  of  Hickory 

Forks,  Va. 

16, 1863.— Affair  on  the  Pamunkey  River,  near  West  Point,  Va. 
27, 1863. — Expedition  from  Yorktown  beyond  Hickory  Forks,  Va. 
27-May  1,1863. — Expedition  from  New  Berne  toward  Kinston,  N.  C.,  and 

skirmish  (28th)  at  Wise's  Cross-Roads. 
May  3, 1863. — Skirmishes  at  Ashland  and  Hanover  Station,  Va.* 

4-  5,1863. — Skirmishes  at  Hungary  Station,  Tunstall's  Station,  Hanovertowii 

Ferry,  and  Aylett's,  Va.* 
5, 1863.— Skirmish  at  Peletier's  Mill,  N.  C. 
7, 1863.— West  Point,  Va.,  occupied  by  the  Union  forces. 
12-26, 1863. — Operations  on  the  Seaboard  and  Roanoke  Railroad  and  skirmishes 

(15th-16th)  near  Carrsville,  Va. 
15, 1863. — Capture  of  the  steamers  Emily  and  Arrow. 

Expedition  from  West  Point  to  Robinson's  Plantation,  King  and 
Queen  County,  Va. 


*  Incidents  of  raid  from  Army  of  the  Potomac.     See  Aeries  I,  Vol.  XXV. 
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May  15-28,  1863.— Operations  on  the  Norfolk  and  Petersburg  Railroad  and  skir 
mishes  (17th)  near  Providence  Church  and  (23d)  at  Antioch 
Church  and  Barber's  Cross -Roads,  Va. 

19-22,  1863.— Expedition  from  Gloucester  Point  into  Matthews  County,  Va. 
20-23,  1863.— Demonstration  on  Kinston  and  skirmishes  (22d)  at  Gum  Swamp 

and  (23d)  at  Batchelder's  Creek,  N.  C. 

28,  1863. — The  Confederate  Department  of  North  Carolina  extended  to  em 
brace  Petersburg,  Va.,  and  the  Appomattox  River. 
31-June  1,  1863.— West  Point,  Va.,  evacuated  by  the  Union  forces. 


SEPTEMBER  2-3,  1862.— Expedition  from  Suffolk,  Va. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  If.  8.  Army,  commanding  the  Depart 
ment  of  Virginia. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  September  4, 1862. 

On  the  evening  of  the  2d  instant  General  Mansfield  sent  two  com 
panies  of  Dodge's  cavalry,  under  Major  Wheelan,  to  cut  off  a  company 
of  rebel  recruits  on  their  way  to  Eichmond.  The  expedition  was  com 
pletely  successful,  the  whole  force,  consisting  of  2  officers,  65  soldiers, 
and  44  white  men,  with  28  wagons  and  carts  and  25  negroes,  were 
brought  into  Suffolk  last  night.  The  negroes  were  tied  when  the  party 
were  captured. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 
Major-General  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


SEPTEMBER  6,  1862.—  Attack  on  Washington,  N.  0. 


No.  1.  —  Maj.Gen.  John  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  Department  of  North 

Carolina. 

No.  2.  —  Lieut.  Col.  Edward  E.  Potter,  First  North  Carolina  Infantry  (Union). 
No.  3.—  Lient.  Col.  John  Mix,  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 
No.  4.—  Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  G.  French,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  the  De 
partment  of  North  Carolina. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  September  7,  18G2. 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  just  received  a  communi 
cation  from  Colonel  Potter,  First  Kegiment  North  Carolina  Union  Vol 
unteers,  commanding  at  Washington,  N.  C.,  that  the  rebels  attacked 
that  town  yesterday  morning  with  about  1,000  infantry,  six  companies 

*  For  reports  of  Actg.  Rear-  Admiral  S.  P.  Lee  and  Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  R.  T.  Renshaw, 
U.  S.  Navy,  see  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy?  December  ls  1862, 
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of  cavalry,  and  one  battery  of  artillery.  Colonel  Potter  was  at  the  time 
about  leaving,  in  obedience  to  my  orders,  for  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  with 
Colonel  Mix,  in  command  of  five  companies  of  cavalry  and  one  battery 
of  artillery,  to  co-operate  with  the  Navy  in  attacking  Hamilton,  on 
Eoanoke  Elver.  The  attack  of  the  rebels  was  made  suddenly,  and  it 
appears  they  surprised  the  outer  line  of  pickets,  killing  and  wounding 
them,  and,  dashing  into  town,  surprised  the  company  of  foot  artillery 
in  the  barracks,  stationed  for  garrison  at  the  new  field  works,  capturing 
from  them  four  old  brass  6-pounders,  that  were  captured  by  us  at  New 
Berne. 

Colonel  Mix  and  Colonel  Potter,  hearing  the  firing,  halted,  and  im 
mediately  returned  into  town,  attacking  the  rebels  vigorously,  and  after 
two  and  a  half  hours'  hard  fighting  drove  them  from  the  town  and 
beyond  Tranter's  Creek,  8  miles  from  town,  taking  20  prisoners,  many 
muskets,  and  about  30  horses. 

The  rebels  left  12  dead  and  12  wounded  in  the  streets,  carrying  off 
many  killed  and  wounded,  some  of  which  they  had  to  leave  by  the  road 
side.  It  is  reported  that  30  dead  bodies  have  been  found  up  to  time  of 
last  dispatch. 

Our  loss  was  7  killed  and  47  wounded,  most  of  them  slightly.  Lieu 
tenant  Everett,  adjutant  of  the  cavalry,  was  shot  in  the  knee.  Colonel 
Potter  had  his  horse  shot  under  him. 

An  unfortunate  disaster  happened  to  the  army  gunboat  Picket,  caus- 
iug  her  destruction.  Just  as  the  men  were  called  to  quarters  the  maga 
zine  blew  up,  undoubtedly  from  carelessness  or  accident,  tearing  the  boat 
to  pieces,  instantly  killing  Capt.  [Sylvester  D.]  Nicoll,  the  commander, 
and  19  men,  and  wounding  G  others. 

The  gunboat  Louisiana,  Captain  Eenshaw,  U.  S.  Navy,  rendered  most 
efficient  aid,  throwing  her  shells  with  great  precision,  and  clearing  the 
streets  through  which  her  guns  had  range. 

Our  whole  force  in  the  fight  at  the  time  of  the  attack  consisted  of 
four  companies  of  infantry,  two  of  artillery,  and  five  of  cavalry,  and 
was  considerably  outnumbered  by  the  enemy. 

I  shall  leave  for  Washington  immediately  to  take  such  measures  as 
may  be  necessary,  and  will  send  detailed  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded 
on  my  return. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major-  General,  Vo  lunteers. 

Major- General  HALLE  OK, 

Commander -in- Chief]  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 
New  Berne,  N.  <?.,  September  12,  18G2. 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  addition  to  my  brief  report 
of  the  7th  of  the  attack  on  Washington,  N.  C.,  that,  upon  careful  inves 
tigation  of  the  circumstances  and  of  the  reports,  that  the  affair,  although 
undeniably  a  surprise  at  the  outset,  proves  to  have  terminated  in  a  very 
creditable  display  of  gallantry  by  our  troops.  I  find  that  all  the  men, 
infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery,  recovering  from  their  first  surprise,  drove 
the  enemy  from  the  town  and  8  miles  beyond. 

We  have  knowledge  of  the  loss  of  the  enemy  of  33  killed  and  about 
three  times  that  number  wounded.  Our  loss  was  8  killed,  36  wounded, 
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and  12  missing  (as  will  be  seen  by  list  appended*),  exclusive  of  those  lost 
by  the  unfortunate  blowing  up  of  the  army  gunboat  Picket.  Owing  to 
the  death  of  the  captain  of  the  Picket,  who  was  the  only  officer  attached 
to  the  vessel,  the  list  of  killed  and  wounded  has  not  been  as  yet  made  out. 

I  find  that  the  explosion  of  the  magazine  of  the  Picket  will  not  even 
tuate  in  the  total  loss  of  the  vessel.  The  guns  have  already  been  re 
covered;  the  machinery  can  certainly  be  saved,  and  possibly  the  hull 
raised  and  repaired.  If  this  be  found  impossible  the  machinery  can  be 
transferred  to  a  canal-barge,  and  fit  up  a  second  gunboat  as  effective  as 
the  Picket. 

The  five  companies  of  the  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  and  Battery  H, 
Third  New  York  Artillery,  were  very  effective  in  driving  the  enemy  from 
the  streets.  The  two  companies  of  the  Twenty -fourth  Massachusetts 
Volunteers  and  two  companies  of  the  First  North  Carolina  Union  Vol 
unteers,  under  command  of  Col.  E.  E.  Potter,  First  North  Carolina,  fought 
well  and  held  their  position. 

I  shall  have  the  honor,  in  my  next  communication,  to  solicit  the  medal 
of  honor  for  three  most  gallant  men  of  the  rank  and  file. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLE CK, 

General-in-Chief,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  J).  C. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Edward  E.  Potter,  First  North  Carolina  Infantry 

(Union). 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Washington,  September  5  [6],  1862—12  m. 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  town  was  attacked  this  morn 
ing  at  4  o'clock  by  a  force  consisting,  according  to  the  reports  of  pris 
oners,  of  from  600  to  1,000  infantry,  six  companies  of  cavalry,  and  one 
battery  of  artillery.  I  had  just  started  with  Colonel  Mix  and  his  comr 
mand  for  Plymouth,  when  the  attack  was  made.  A  halt  was  ordered 
and  we  moved  back  into  the  town.  A  heavy  firing  of  musketry  was 
going  on  at  the  upper  end  of  the  town.  As  we  turned  into  the  main 
street  some  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  came  charging  down,  using  sabers 
and  pistols  freely.  Some  of  them  were  knocked  over  and  others  turned 
back.  The  artillery  was  placed  at  the  intersection  of  the  streets,  with 
the  cavalry  supporting  it.  I  advanced  up  the  main  street  with  one 
piece  of  artillery  and  a  squadron  of  cavalry  to  the  infantry  quarters, 
where  a  desultory  firing  was  going  on.  The  enemy  had  surprised  the 
artillerymen  at  their  quarters  in  the  school-house,  at  the  corner  of  Second 
and  Bridge  streets,  and  were  there  in  very  strong  force.  I  placed  the 
12-pounder  at  the  intersection  of  Main  and  Bridge.  All  the  infantry, 
North  Carolina  and  Massachusetts,  supported  the  artillery.  The  firing 
here  was  very  sharp.  Nothing  but  a  small  lot  separated  our  men  from 
theirs,  each  firing  from  behind  fences.  Our  piece  did  good  execution, 
but  the  gunners  were  all  shot,  and  I  had  to  withdraw  the  gun  and  the 

*  Nominal  list  omitted. 
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infantry  to  give  the  Louisiana's  guns  a  chance.    The  Louisiana  opened 
at  once,  at  my  request,  and  did  excellent  service. 

Cavalry  skirmishing  was  going  on  in  the  mean  time  on  the  outskirts 
and  in  different  streets.  The  enemy  after  a  time  began  to  retreat,  taking 
with  them,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  the  four  brass  pieces  which  were  in  the 
yard  of  the  academy.  The  cavalry  pursued  them  several  miles,  but  did 
not  come  up  with  them. 

The  most  unfortunate  event  connected  with  the  affair  was  the  loss  of 
the  gunboat  Picket.  According  to  the  report  of  the  engineer  her  mag 
azine  exploded  just  as  Captain  Nicoll  had  ordered  the  men  to  quarters. 
It  must  have  arisen  from  carelessness  in  opening  the  magazine.  Cap 
tain  Nicoll  and  19  men  were  killed  and  6  wounded.  Our  loss  in  the 
affair  is  as  follows : 

Company  B,  First  North  Carolina,  Lieutenant  Lyon:  Two  killed  and  7 
wounded? 

Company  D,  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts :  Two  wounded. 

Company  B,  Twenty-fourth'  Massachusetts:  Four  wounded. 

Company  G,.  Third  New  York  Artillery :  Two  killed,  2  wounded,  4 
missing. 

Third  New  York  Cavalry :  Two  killed  and  25  wounded,  slightly. 

Company  H,  Third  New  York  Artillery:  One  killed  and  7  wounded. 

The  rebels  left  behind  12  killed  and  as  many  wounded,  several  mor 
tally.  We  have  also  some  20  prisoners,  and  have  taken  several  horses 
and  a  good  many  muskets. 

The  conduct  of  the  men  was  generally  good.  In  this  hurried  report 
I  can  make  no  mention  of  individual  good  conduct.  Colonel  Mix,  with 
his  cavalry,  did  excellently.  Lieutenant  Garrard  made  a  very  handsome 
charge.  Lieutenant  Lyou,  of  the  North  Carolina  Volunteers,  displayed 
great  courage.  Lieutenants  Pendleton  and  Strong  were  with  Colonel 
Mix  during  the  fight.  No  casualties  occurred  among  the  officers,  with 
the  exception  of  Adjutant  Everett,  of  the  cavalry,  shot  in  the  knee. 
Several  horses  were  shot  from  under  their  riders,  among  them  my  own. 

Captain  Murphy  has  returned  after  pursuing  the  enemy  to  Tranter's 
Creek.  He  reports  that  they  carried  off  many  dead  and  wounded.  They 
have  left  some  at  a  short  distance  from  town.  I  shall  make  proper  dis 
position  for  the  defense  of  the  town  to-night.  The  Plymouth  expedi 
tion  is  postponed. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  E.  POTTER, 

Commanding  Post. 

Capt.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  Mix,  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 

SIB  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  general 
commanding,  the  operations  of  my  command  on  the  4th,  5th,  and  6th 
instant : 

In  compliance  with  my  instructions  I  shipped,  on  the  4th,  one  com 
pany  (D)  of  the  Third  New  York  Cavalry  and  one  battery  (H)  of  the 
Third  New  York  Artillery.  They  left  this  post  at  11  p.  m.  and  de- 
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barked  at  Washington,  N.  C.,  at  3  p.  in.  on  the  5th.  At  4  a.  m.  on  the 
6th  a" command,  consisting  of  Companies  D,  G,  I,  and  L,  Third  New  York 
Cavalry,  and  Battery  H,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  with  an  aggregate 
of  263  men,  formed  for  the  expedition  I  had  been  ordered  to  make,  and 
at  4.15  broke  into  column.  Scarcely  were  the  troops  in  column,  the  head 
of  it  having  just  reached  the  outskirts  of  ttie  town,  on  the  Plymouth 
road,  when  a  rapid  and  continuous  firing  was  heard  to  our  left  and  rear. 
The  column  was  counter-marched  at  the  gallop,  and  the  cavalry,  in  col 
umn  of  eights,  ordered  to  charge  and  clear  the  different  streets,  which 
were  now  apparently  full  of  small  parties  of  the  enemy's  cavalry.  The 
night  was  intensely  dark,  and  between  the  darkness,  fog,  and  dust  it 
was  impossible  in  many  cases  to  distinguish  friend  from  foe  at  half  a 
dozen  paces.  The  order  to  clear  the  streets  was  in  each  case  most 
gallantly  obeyed.  Company  L,  Captain  Garrard,  charged  First  street, 
driving  back  a  considerable  body  of  cavalry  to  Bridge  street,  -where  he 
came  upon  a  large  body  of  infantry,  and  was  compelled  to  retire;  in 
doing  this  he  cleared  the  cross-streets  to  his  left.  Company  D,  Captain 
Murphy,  performed  the  same  operation  on  Second  street.  Company  G, 
Captain  Hall,  charged  the  length  of  Third  street,  driving  back  several 
small  parties  of  cavalry,  and,  upon  reaching  the  fence  around  the  acad 
emy,  found  a  large  force  of  the  enemy's  infantry  in  position  unfavorable 
to  attack.  Company  H,  Captain  Willson,  which  was  not  to  accompany 
the  expedition,  and  consequently  not  out  at  the  commencement  of  the 
tight,  turned  out  and  was  in  saddle  and  ready  for  action  in  an  incredi 
bly  short  space  of  time.  The  captain,  hearing  firing  and  loud  cheers  in 
direction  of  the  academy,  promptly  proceeded  with  his  company  to 
ascertain  the  cause  thereof,  and  found  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  in 
possession  of  four  brass  guns,  which  had  been  left  in  park  near  the  hos 
pital,  and  over  which  accidental  capture  the  rebels  were  giving  vent  to 
their  exuberance  of  spirits  in  loud,  continuous  cheers  and  demoniac  yells 
of  " Death  to  the  damned  Yankees";  "No  prisoners";  "No  quarters," 
&c.  The  captain,  nothing  daunted  by  these  friendly  salutations,  made  a 
most  gallant  but  unsuccessful  attempt  to  recover  the  guns;  dismounted 
a  number  of  his  men,  under  a  severe  fire,  within  60  yards  of  the  enemy, 
and  attempted  to  tear  down  a  fence  to  enable  him  to  charge  them,  but 
could  not  succeed  in  making  a  sufficient  opening  for  that  purpose.  Com 
pany  I,  Captain  Jocknick,  in  the  mean  time  had  succeeded  in  driving  a 
number  of  detached  and  very  troublesome  parties  of  enemy's  cavalry 
from  Third  and  Fourth  streets,  and  had  gone  to  the  support  of  one  of 
the  guns  of  Battery  H. 

During  the  first  hour  of  the  melee  the  convalescents  and  sick  men 
turned  out  largely,  considering  the  number  in  hospitals.  These  were 
united  with  small  scattering  parties,  who  had  become  temporarily  de 
tached  from  their  companies,  by  officers  who  were  without  commands, 
and  did  good  service  in  clearing  the  cross-streets.  Lieutenant  Everett, 
acting  adjutant,  while  conveying  an  order  to  a  distant  part  of  the  com 
mand,  encountered  alone  a  party  of  the  enemy's  infantry  on  a  side  street, 
dashed  past  them,  emptying,  as  he  did  so,  the  contents  of  his  pistol 
among  them.  He  was,  in  turn,  fired  into,  receiving  a  serious  wound  in 
his  right  leg.  The  guns  of  Battery  H,  Captain  Kiggs,  were  promptly 
placed  in  position  upon  several  cross- streets,  and  held  in  readiness  to 
fire  the  moment  that  the  enemy  could  be  distinguished  from  among  the 
confused  mass  in  every  direction.  And  I  would  here  mention  as  an  ex 
traordinary  fact,  and  as  due  entirely  to  the  coolness  and  intrepidity  of 
the  officers  and  men  of  this  battery,  that  in  no  instance  did  occur  the 
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mistake  of  firing  upon  our  own  people,  and  that  in  order  to  prevent 
such  fatal  mistake  the  enemy  were  allowed  at  times  to  approach  within 
a  few  feet  of  the  muzzles  of  the  guns;  then,  when  amid  the  dust,  smoke, 
and  fog  the  gray  coats  could  be  seen,  the  death-dealing  contents  of  the 
pieces  were  hurled  among  them  with  such  precision  and  effect  as  told 
them,  plainer  than  could  words  have  done,  that  Yankee  guns,  when 
manned,  asked  no  quarter,  but  give  unasked  a  (w)hole. 

Our  situation  now  began  to  assume  a  more  tangible  appearance. 
The  river  street  and  most  of  the  cross-streets,  for  a  distance  of  two  or 
three  blocks,  had  been,  by  means  of  rapid  and  successive  cavalry 
charges,  cleared  entirely  of  the  midnight  assassins.  Their  cavalry  had 
congregated  upon  the  edge  of  the  town  and  reformed  for  the  attack. 
Their  infantry  had  concentrated  hi  two  columns,  one  of  which,  with  the 
assistance  of  one  G-pounder  brass  piece  and  a  3-pouiider  rifled  gun,  was 
endeavoring  to  turn  our  left  flank,  with  the  evident  desire  of  getting 
between  our  forces  and  the  gunboats.  They  were  met  at  this  point, 
and  their  object  most  completely  foiled,  by  our  infantry,  consisting  of 
two  companies  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts,  two  companies 
of  the  First  North  Carolina,  one  12-pounder  brass  piece  (Lieutenant 
O'Neil),  and  20  cavalry,  under  Lieutenant  Gouraud  (which  had  been 
detailed  as  a  provost  guard  for  the  expedition),  all  commanded  in  per 
son  by  Colonel  Potter,  First  North  Carolina.  At  this  point  the  fight  was 
most  severe,  and  continued  without  cessation  for  two  hours  and  a  half. 
Two  sets  of  gunners  having  been  shot  away  from  the  gun,  it  became  nec 
essary  to  haul  it  off,  which  was  done  without  further  loss.  Our  infantry 
in  the  mean  time  did  good  service  with  their  rifles.  The  situation  of 
Lieutenant  Gouraud  and  his  handful  of  mounted  men  at  this  point  was 
aggravating  in  the  extreme.  Necessarily  within  supporting  distance 
of  the  gun,  he  was  greatly  exposed  to  the  raking  fire  of  the  enemy,  and 
unable,  from  the  inconsiderable  numbers  of  his  command  and  the  posi 
tion  and  strength  of  the  enemy,  to  operate  upon  him.  In  this  trying 
position  the  men  evinced  a  most  commendable  degree  of  fortitude. 
One-fourth  of  their  number  having  fallen-  victims  to  the  enemy's  mis 
siles,  the  remaining  few  increased  their  enthusiasm  for  the  charge,  and 
made  several  effective  dashes. 

The  enemy's  second  column  of  attack  had  advanced  upon  our  cen 
ter,  and  was  composed  of  artillery  and  infantry,  preceded  by  a  squad 
ron  of  cavalry.  Their  approach  being  observed,  Company  L,  Captain 
Garrard,  advanced  boldly,  and  in  close  column,  to  the  attack.  His 
shout  of  "  Come  on,"  as  he  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  his  men,  was 
responded  to  by  his  daring  followers  with  a  yell  and  a  rapid  gallop 
that  showed  no  want  of  confidence  in  their  leader  and  themselves,  and 
no  fear  of  the  solid  column  opposed  to  them.  He  met  the  enemy  with 
a  shock  that  told  upon  his  columns,  received  the  fire  from  their  pistols, 
and  vigorously  responded  with  his  sabers  until  finding  that  he  was 
being  surrounded  by  the  enemy's  infantry  and  in  danger  of  being  cut 
off  he  commanded  his  men  to  retire,  which  they  did,  gallantly  cutting 
their  way  through  the  infantry — who  were  now  in  the  rear  of  them — 
having  had  a  brilliant  hand-to-hand  conflict  with  vastly-superior  num 
bers,  in  which  the  horses  of  all  the  officers  of  the  company  had  been 
shot  and  9  men  and  14  horses  wounded,  promptly  retiring  behind  the 
gun  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Mercer,  leaving  the  street  clear  for  the 
operation  of  the  piece,  which  opened  a  destructive  fire  upon  the  enemy, 
who  had  brought  a  6-pounder  to  bear  upon  him.  An  interesting  can 
non  duel  now  ensued,  but  soon  terminated  by  the  withdrawal  of  the 
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C-pounder  and  the  disappearance  of  the  enemy  from  that  street.  Thus 
the  enemy  had  been  thrice  foiled.  First,  his  attempt  to  surprise  and 
massacre  us  was  foiled  by  the  existence  of  the  expedition,  and,  subse 
quently,  when  in  position,  his  attack  upon  our  left  and  center  was  obsti 
nately  "met,  and,  though  not  without  difficulty  and  hard  fighting,  suc 
cessfully  repulsed. 

Upon  the  first  intimation  of  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  our  cavalry, 
which  had  necessarily  been  much  scattered,  was  concentrated  and  sent 
in  pursuit,  and  moving  rapidly  out  upon  the  Greenville  road,  soon  en 
countered  a  flag  of  truce  with  a  rebel  surgeon,  who  desired  the  privi 
lege  of  attending  to  his  wounded.  This  flag  was  a  well-calculated  sub 
terfuge,  under  which  the  enemy  gained  considerable  in  their  retreat, 
as  the  officer  commanding  the  pursuing  party  felt  it  his  duty  to  sus 
pend  operations  until  he  could  communicate  with  the  commanding  offi 
cer,  who  was  at  the  rear.  After  disposing  of  this  flag  of  truce  our  cav 
alry  pushed  out  9  miles  on  the  Greenville  road,  encountering  only  a 
surgeon's  flag  over  a  party  of  18  of  the  enemy's  wounded,  and  upon 
returning  discovered  two  ambulances  in  the  road,  which  he  captured. 
The  dismounted  men  of  the  detachment  of  cavalry  were  under  standing 
orders,  in  the  event  of  an  attack,  to  report  to  Lieutenant  Ohesebrough, 
who  was  temporarily  disabled  for  mounted  duty.  These  men  arrived, 
with  the  Colt's  revolving  rifles,  and  were  stationed  in  ambush,  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  the  entrance  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  upon  the 
upper  end  of  Main  street,  and  were  most  successful. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise  of  the  coolness 
of  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command,  who  fought  full  three  times 
or  more  their  number  four  hours,  under  the  most  trying  circumstances. 
Battery  H,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  did  most  creditably,  and  the 
result  of  this  first  meeting  with  the  enemy  promises  them  a  brilliant 
future.  I  would  especially  commend  to  the  notice  of  the  commanding 
general,  in  consequence  of  most  gallant  conduct,  Corpl.  James  R.  Nicoll, 
Company  I,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  and  Corpl.  William  Smith,  Bat 
tery  H,  Third  New  York  Artillery  (the  latter  since  lost  his  leg,  by  am 
putation,  in  consequence  of  wounds),  and  would  respectfully  suggest 
that  medals  of  honor,  recently  ordered  by  Congress,  be  presented  to 
these  two  men. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  MIX, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 

Maj.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Dept.  of  North  Carolina. 


No.  4. 
Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  G.  French,  C.  8.  Army. 

PETERSBURG,  YA.,  September  7, 18G2. 

General  Martin  telegraphs  me  our  troops  had  a  sharp  fight  of  three 
hours  at  Washington,  N.  C.,  this  morning  (6th),  but  could  not  hold  the 
town.  Our  loss  heavy.  We  brought  out  three  brass  field  guns. 

S.  G.  FKENCH. 

General  S.  COOPER. 
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SEPTEMBER  9,  1862.— Skirmish  at  Williamsburg,  Va. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  Depart 
ment  of  Virginia,  and  resulting  correspondence  and  orders. 

YORKTOWN,  VA.,  September  9,  1862. 

Colonel  Campbell,  of  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  was  attacked 
this  morning  at  Williamsburg  and  disgracefully  beaten,  partly  by  bad 
management  and  partly  by  the  cowardly  conduct  of  some  of  his  men. 
I  am  glad  to  say  that  others  behaved  with  proper  spirit.  The  colonel 
and  some  0  or  7  other  officers  are  prisoners.  I  have  not  yet  been  able 
to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the  loss. 

JOHN  A.  BIX, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
Major-General  HALLEOK. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA., 
September  10,  1862—6.30  p.  m. 

The  loss  yesterday  in  the  attack  on  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 
was  the  colonel,  2  majors,  and  5  other  officers  and  29  men  captured ; 
1  officer  and  55  men  missing ;  7  killed  and  13  wounded.  We  took  2 
prisoners,  from  whom  I  learn  that  the  attacking  party  consisted  of  a 
mixed  force  of  Georgians,  South  Carolinians,  and  Virginians,  certainly 
not  exceeding  300  men.  One  of  the  majors  ran  away,  and  if  a  court 
cannot  be  found  who  have  courage  enough  to  shoot  him  he  should  be 
dismissed  the  service.  I  will  report  on  his  case  especially.  What  re 
mains  of  the  regiment,  about  430  men  in  all,  are  at  Williamsburg,  the 
rebels  having  retired. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  September  10,  1862. 

Order  immediately  a  court-martial  on  the  cowards  of  Williamsburg. 
If  no  one  has  courage  to  have  them  shot  report  them  here,  so  that  we 
can  ask  the  President  to  cashier  them.* 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  September  11,  1862. 

Order  a  court  if  you  have  officers  suitable.  If  not,  get  the  facts  in 
relation  to  the  bad  conduct  of  the  officers  and  I  will  ask  the  President 
to  cashier  them. 

What  is  the  object  of  holding  Williamsburg  ?  Why  not  withdraw  the 
garrison  to  Yorktown  1 

*  See  Dix  to  Halleck,  September  12,  in  "  Correspondence,  etc.,"  post. 
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Colonel  Williams'  cavalry  was  sent  to  General  Burnside  when  he  had 
none  for  reconnoiteriug  the  enemy.  I  have  none  here  to  send  you  at 
present. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 
.  Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  \    HEADQUARTERS  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
No.  19.  J  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  September  25,  1862. 

I.  Before  a  general  court-martial,  of  which  Maj.  Gen.  John  J.  Peck  is 
president,  convened  at  Yorktown,  Va.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  III, 
Special  Orders,  No.  97,  current  series,  from  these  headquarters,  of  Sep 
tember  11,  1862,  was  arraigned  and  tried — 

Maj.  JACOB  P.  WILSON,  Fifth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  upon 
the  following  charges  and  specifications : 

CHARGE  1. — Misbehavior  before  the  enemy. 

Specification. — In  this :  That  he,  Jacob  P.  Wilson,  a  major  in  the 
Fifth  Eegiment  of  Pennsylvania  Yolunteer  Cavalry,  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  while  on  duty  with  his  regiment  at  or  near  Williams- 
burg,  Va.,  did  misbehave  himself  before  the  enemy,  and  did  shamefully 
abandon  his  post  and  command  and  run  away.  This  at  or  near  said 
Williamsburg,  and  between  said  Williamsbtirg  and  Yorktown,  Va.,  on 
or  about  the  9th  day  of  September,  1862. 

CHARGE  II. — Speaking  words  inducing  others  to  misbehave  themselves 
before  the  enemy  and  to  run  away  and  to  shamefully  abandon  the  post  ichich 
he  or  they  icere  commanded  to  defend. 

Specification. — In  this:  That  he,  said  Jacob  P.  Wilson,  major  as  afore 
said,  being  stationed  with  his  regiment  at  or  near  said  Williamsburg, 
which  post  he  and  they  were  commanded  to  defend,  did  speak  words 
inducing  members  of  his  regiment,  or  some  of  them,  to  misbehave  them 
selves  before  the  enemy,  to  shamefully  abandon  said  post,  and  to  run 
away.  This  at  or  near  Williamsburg,  on  or  about  September  9, 1862. 

CHARGE  III. — Cowardice. 

Specification. — In  this:  That  said  Jacob  P.  Wilson,  major  as  afore 
said,  while  stationed  with  his  regiment  at  or  near  said  Williamsburg, 
and  before  the  enemy,  did,  in  a  cowardly  manner,  misbehave,  abandon 
his  post  and  command,  and  run  away.  This  at  or  near  Williamsburg, 
Va.,  on  or  about  the  9th  day  of  September,  1862. 

PLEA. — Not  guilty. 

FINDING  OF  THE  CORUT. 

I.  Upon  careful  consideration  the  court  finds  the  accused,  Maj.  Jacob 
P.  Wilson,  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Cavalry,  "Kot  guilty,"  of 
each  and  all  of  the  charges  and  specifications,  and  thereupon  acquits 
him. 

II.  The  proceedings  and  finding  of  the  court  are  approved.     Major 
Wilson  will  resume  his  sword  and  return  to  duty. 

The  encounter  at  Williamsburg,  on  which  the  charges  against  Major 
Wilson  are  founded,  was,  under  all  its  aspects,  most  disgraceful  to  the 
regiment  to  which  he  belonged.  The  force  of  the  enemy  was  certainly 
not  superior  to  ours.  The  commanding  officer  had  full  notice  of  the 
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intended  attack  and  chose  his  own  ground.  The  men  were  misman 
aged;  wrong  words  of  command  were  given,  and,  although  some  of  the 
officers  and  men  behaved  with  becoming  gallantry,  the  regiment  broke, 
most  of  them  ran  away,  some  of  them  as  far  as  Yorktown,  13  miles 
from  their  camp.  The  colonel,  6  other  officers,  and  nearly  60  enlisted 
men  were  taken  prisoners;  the  camp  was  partially  destroyed;  they 
were  not  rallied  until  the  enemy  had  retired ;  and  the  whole  affair  ex 
hibited  a  want  of  organization  and  discipline  utterly  discreditable  to 
the  principal  officers,  who  are  responsible  for  the  condition  of  the  reg 
iment.  It  can  never  regain  its  standing  until  this  stain  on  its  character 
is  effaced  by  worthier  conduct  in  the  face  of  the  enemy. 

While  the  commanding  general  approves  the  finding  of  the  court  in 
acquitting  Major  Wilson  of  the  charge  of  cowardice,  the  testimony 
shows  that  he  might  with  propriety  be  brought  before  another  court, 
on  less  serious  charges  of  misconduct,  and,  if  it  is  not  thought  advisa 
ble  to  do  so,  it  is  only  for  the  reason  that  so  many  others  are  as  deeply 
involved  as  himself  in  the  general  delinquency. 

III.  The  general  court-martial,  of  which  Maj.  Gen.  John  J.  Peck  is 
president,  is  dissolved. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Dix : 

D.  T.  YAN  BUKEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


SEPTEMBER  17-20,  1862.— Operations  at  and  about  Shiloh,  N.  C. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Capt.  Enos  C.  Sanders,  First  North  Carolina  Infantry  (Union),  of  affair  at 

Shiloli,  N.  C.,  September  17,  1862. 
No.  2. — Capt.  William  B.  Avery,  commanding  U.  S.  gunboat  Lancer,  of  affair  near 

Shiloli,  N.  C.,  September  20,  1862. 

NO.  1. 

Report  of  Capt.  Enos  G.  Sanders,  First  North  Carolina  Infantry  ( Union), 
of  affair  at  SMloh,  N.  0.,  September  17, 1862. 

HEADQUAETEKS, 
ShiloJi,  N.  C.,  September  18,  1862. 

SIR  :  Last  night  we  were  attacked,  as  we  had  all  the  force  over  to 
Pasquotank  holding  a  meeting,  and  stopped  overnight,  except  the 
gun's  crew,  which  we  sent  back,  all  except  16  men — them  we  had  with 
us.  We  got  word  this  morning,  and  with  about  30  men  have  landed  6 
miles  below  Shiloh.  There  are  3  men  killed,  3  wounded,  and  5  or  6 
taken  prisoners,  and  they  have  taken  all  the  arms  and  ammunition  we 
had  and  stores  and  provisions.  They  were  completely  surprised.  The 
men  that  got  away  think  their  force  was  about  50  strong.  Please  send 
us  a  gunboat  and  men  immediately ;  send  two  howitzers  and  ammuni 
tion  for  the  same.  We  can  intercept  them  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
county.  It  is  necessary  to  have  a  chance  to  get  a  re-enforcement  at 
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Pasquotank.    They  got  our  guns  and  all  our  private  property.     We 
have  the  names  of  some  of  the  rebels.    Joseph  Forbes  was  one  of  the 

leaders. 

E.  C.  SANDEES, 

Captain,  First  Nortli  Carolina  Infantry. 
Col.  W.  A.  HOWARD. 


ISTo.  2. 

Report  of  Capt.  William  B.  Avery,  commanding  U.  S.  gunboat  Lancer,  of 
affair  near  SMloh,  N.  <7.,  September  20,  1862. 

UNITED  STATES  GUNBOAT  LANCER, 

September  21,  1862. 

SIR  :  I  reached  Shiloh  at  4  p.  m.  Friday,  19th,  at  dark.  I  landed  60 
men,  taking  with  me  Lieutenants  Fowler  and  Moore,  and  leaving  the 
vessel  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Allen.  Being  joined  by  the  two  lieu 
tenants  [and]  Sanders  with  20  men,  we  started  at  9.30  p.  in.  for  the  place 
where  the  rebels  were  last  heard  of  5  reached  that  place  to  learn  they 
were  last  heard  of  4  miles  off,  in  a  swamp  near  the  "lake,"  as  they 
term  a  sort  of  pond.  The  men  were  two-thirds  of  them  in  carts,  and  so, 
by  changing,  the  12  miles  already  passed  did  not  fatigue  them  much. 

We  left  for  "the  lakes"  at  4.30  a.  m.?  so  our  hopes  of  surprising  them 
before  light  were  dispelled.  In  the  swamp  we  found  the  men  had  gone 
one  way  that  morning,  half  an  hour  previous,  and  the  things  had  been 
sent  another  the  night  previous,  toward  the  house  of  one  Willis  Will 
iams.  We  had  been  told  that  it  was  there  they  had  been  encamped 5  so 
I  decided  to  push  on  after  the  things,  expecting  to  find  a  portion  of 
their  force  with  them.  After  3  miles'  more  march  we  reached  it  to  find 
no  one  there,  and  to  learn  that  the  things  had  been  sent  there  the  night 
before  and  they  would  not  receive  them,  and  they  were  taken  back. 
The  first  house  from  the  school-house  we  learned  that  the  carts  had 
some  men  without  arms,  and  one  man  lying  down  apparently  hurt. 
We  knew  they  must  be  the  prisoners,  and  I  immediately  took  Lieut. 
Enos  C.  Sanders  and  20  of  the  best  men  and  gave  chase  after  them. 
They  had  two  and  a  half  hours  the  start,  and  we  had  been  traveling  all 
night.  By  following  their  tracks  we  knew  the  road  they  took,  and  by 
inquiring  learned  that  we  were  gaming  on  them.  We  went  across  the 
battle-field  and  over  the  bridges  across  the  river  and  canal. 

About  1J  miles  beyond  the  river  we  came  on  them  just  as  they  were 
halting  for  dinner.  The  road  was  straight  for  half  a  mile  to  them,  and 
through  a  swamp,  so  we  could  not  avoid  being  discovered  by  the  guard, 
which  numbered  some  15  men,  I  am  told.  We  made  a  dash  for  them, 
and  without  firing  a  shot  they  took  their  guns  and  fled  to  the  swamp 
across  a  corn  field,  leaving  the  muskets  and  prisoners  in  our  hands.  I 
immediately  returned  and  reached  the  main  body  of  the  men  at  2  p.  m., 
having  gone  18  miles  in  four  hours. 

We  then  started  for  Shiloh,  distant  12  miles,  and  reached  it  6.30  p.  m., 
and  at  8  p.  m.  all  were  on  board,  having  been  gone  twenty-four  hours. 

Besides  the  7  prisoners  from  Shiloh  they  had  2  of  my  men  who  had 
straggled  behind  and  met  the  rebels,  who  had  come  into  the  road.  I 
went  down  some  twenty  minutes  after.  Had  I  been  half  hour  later  I 
should. have  met  them.  Had  I  been  one  hour  earlier  I  should  have  sur 
prised  them  before  they  started.  Had  I  been  so  fortunate  I  should  have 
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saved  some  40  or  50  miles  travel  for  myself  and  20  of  the  men  with  Lieu 
tenant  Sanders. 

As  to  the  howitzer  I  have  heard  of  it  in  two  or  three  places  by  report. 
The  most  probable  one  is  that  it  is  up  in  Ourrituck  County,  somewhere 
in  a  swamp.  Until  I  had  started-  after  them  I  did  not  know  they  did 
not  have  it  with  them  to  take  it  to  Richmond.  If  Lieutenant  Sanders  fol 
lows  my  advice  and  "takes  time  by  the  forelock'7  he  can  find  that  gun 
and  the  tents.  He  claims  to  have  50  or  60  fighting  men,  and  with  two- 
thirds  of  that  number  he  can  scour  the  whole  country. 
I  am.  sir.  very  respectfully. 

WM.  B.  AVERT, 
Captain,  Commanding  Lancer. 
Col.  WILLIAM  A.  HOWARD, 

Commanding  Marine  Artillery  and  Post,  Roanolte  Island. 


OCTOBER  3,  1862.—  Skirmish  on  the  Blackwater,  near  Franklin,  Va. 


No.  1.  —  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  Department  of  Virginia. 
No.  2.  —  Maj.  Gen.  John  J.  Peck,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Suffolk,  in  eluding  affair 

near  Znni. 
No.  3.  —  Col.  J.  K.  Marshall,  Fifty-second  North  Carolina  Infantry. 

NO.    1. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  Depart 

ment  of  Virginia. 

FORT  MONROE,  YA.,  October  3,  1862—9.30  p.  m. 

Last  night  General  Peck,  by  my  order  and  direction,  sent  a  force  of 
nearly  2,000  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry  from  Suffolk  to  Franklin, 
on  the  Blackwater,  intending  to  attack  the  enemy  at  that  point  this 
morning  early,  and  if  possible  cripple  the  floating  bridge  he  has  thrown 
across  the  river.  Between  2  and  3  this  morning  two  scoundrels  from 
New  York,  belonging  to  Dodge's  Mounted  Eifles,  one  of  them  an  orderly 
at  General  Peck's  headquarters,  deserted  to  the  enemy  and  were  seen 
riding  rapidly  through  our  lines.  Couriers  were  sent  out  to  recall  the 
troops  and  a  strong  force  was  dispatched  to  support  them.  I  have  not 
yet  heard  of  their  return.  We  have  reconnoitered  the  enemy  closely 
several  times  with  .no  loss,  except  one  horse  killed  and  one  man  shot 
through  the  hand.  Suffolk  has  been  put  in  good  condition,  and  we  have 
no  concern  of  attack.  Two  of  the  four  new  regiments  you  promised  have 
arrived.  They  are  very  raw,  but  when  I  get  the  other  two  I  shall  feel 
entirely  at  ease  at  all  points. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

Major-General  HALLECK,  General-in-Chief. 


*  For  reports  of  Actg.  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee,  Commander  II.  K.  Davenport,  Lieut. 
Commander  C.  W.  Flusser,  Acting  Vol.  Lieut.  E.  R.  Colhoun,  and  Actg.  Master  C.  A. 
French,  U.  S.  Navy,  see  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  December  1;  1862. 
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FORT  MONROE,  YA.,  October  5, 1862—12.46  p.  m. 
1  planned  an  expedition,  as  I  advised  you,  to  destroy  the  floating  bridge 
the  enemy  had  thrown  over  the  Blackwater  at  Franklin.  We  were  to 
have  had  the  co-operation  of  the  gunboats  from  Albemarle  Sound  by  or 
der  of  Admiral  Lee,  but  I  think  they  must  have  met  with  obstructions, 
as  they  did  not  come.  Our  troops,  less  than  2,000  in  number,  under 
Colonel  Spear,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  held  the  enemy,  greatly 
superior  in  force,  .at  bay  at  the  river  for  several  hours  waiting  for  the 
gunboats.  .They  behaved  with  great  coolness,  and,  as  we  think,  killed 
and  wounded  from  70  to  100  of  the  enemy.  Our  loss  was  1  killed  and  0 
wounded  and  missing. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 
General  HALLECK,  General-in-Chief. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  October  7, 18G2. 
Major- General  Peck  telegraphs  me  as  follows : 

Our  affair  at  Franklin  was  of  more  importance  than  we  judged.  From  au  examina 
tion  of  several  persons  who  were  on  the  other  side  of  the  Blackwater  I  learn  that  the 
enemy's  loss  was  over  200. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK,  General-in-Chief. 


No.  2. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  J.  Peck,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Suffolk, 
including  affair  near  Zuni. 

SUFFOLK,  October  4, 1862. 

The  gunboats  were  about  10  or  15  miles  below  Franklin  yesterday. 
They  fired  a  good  many  shots,  but  did  not  appear  during  the  day.  Had 
they  not  met  obstructions  they  would,  have  come  up.  They  heard  the 
enemy's  guns  doubtless,  as  I  did.  They  have  three  heavy  guns,  one  a 
32-pounder,  commanding  the  swinging  bridge.  Colonel  Spear  reports 
not  less  than  8,000  up  and  down  the  river.  Yesterday  they  were  massed 
near  Zuiii.  Knowing  the  boats  were  on  the  way  they  will  expect  our 
concert  and  may  mask  Franklin.  There  is  great  uncertainty  in  opera 
tions  with  gunboats.  Had  they  waited  until  the  9th  our  risk  would 
have  been  much  less.  Now  the  move  is  adventured  to  Weldon  and 
Petersburg  it  looks  risky.  The  bridge  can  be  rebuilt  in  a  few  hours, 
and  the  fords  are  low.  I  will  carry  out  your  instructions  if  you  will 
send  them. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

Major-General  DIX. 

SUFFOLK,  October  4, 1862. 

Have  been  out  on  the  advance  nearly  all  day.    Troops  all  in.     Spear 
had  a  nice  fight.     Loss,  1  killed  and  some  6  wounded  and  missing. 
After  full  inquiry  as  to  the  affair  I  judge  70  to  100  of  the  enemy  were 
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injured.  Within  a  day  or  two  the  enemy  has  beeii  disposed  to  hold  our 
pickets  away  from  the  river.  Yesterday  he  occupied  Windsor  with 
about  300  cavalry  and  some  infantry.  At  dawn  I  pushed  Dodge's  cav 
alry  in  there,  and  to-day  we  have  recovered  nearly  all  the  territory. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 
General  Dix. 

SUFFOLK,  October  4, 1862. 

My  troops  are  in,  but  they  have  had  service,  being  out  two  nights 
and  a  day,  and  need  rest. 

Colonel  Spear  left  the  vicinity  of  Franklin  after  midnight.  No  firing 
has  been  heard  to-day,  and  I  conclude  boats  did  not  reach  that  place. 
My  last  telegram  may  give  some  information  not  at  hand  when  your 
last  was  received,  and  I  wait  your  reply. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major -General. 

General  Dix. 

«  » •  - 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Suffolk,  Va.,  October  9,  1862. 

COLONEL  :  On  the  2d  instant  I  was  advised  that  the  rebel  pickets 
had  been  advanced  nearly  to  Carrsville  at  points  some  4  or  5  miles  from 
the  Ulackwater.  This  information,  in  connection  with  the  possibility 
of  the  appearance  of  our  gunboats,  in  consequence  of  certain  proposi 
tions  made  by  Major-General  Dix,  but  not  perfected,  induced  me  to  dis 
patch  Col.  S.  P.  Spear,  of  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  with  a 
section  of  Follett's  battery  and  about  1,700  men,  in  the  night  to  Carrs 
ville,  with  instructions  to  make  a  thorough  reconnaissance  in  the  direc 
tion  of  Franklin  and  the  Black  water.  He  moved  at  9  p.  m.  and  reached 
Carrsville  before  daylight.  Early  on  the  3d  he  commenced  his  advance 
and  soon  met  the  enemy's  pickets.  Some  skirmishing  ensued,  the  rebels 
falling  back  upon  their  support  with  a  view  of  checking  his  advance. 
This  was  of  no  avail,  and  pickets  and  supports  were  all  driven  confusedly 
down  to  the  bank  and  over  the  river. 

Colonel  Spear  advanced  cautiously,  and  was  soon  opened  upon  by  a 
32-pounder  and  other  heavy  guns  in  battery  across  the  stream.  After 
looking  to  the  immediate  safety  of  his  command  the  colonel  made  a 
careful  examination  of  the  position,  placed  Whitney's  section  and  two 
small  howitzers  in  action  at  favorable  points  with  proper  supports,  and 
sent  out  parties  for  observation  on  his  flanks. 

A  furious  cannonade  continued  for  an  hour,  when  the  enemy  ceased 
his  fire  ajid  fell  back  to  a  new  position  where  he  could  act  in  concert 
with  newly-arrived  and  fresh  troops. 

At  this  juncture  Graham's  celebrated  Petersburg  battery  and  a  rocket 
battery  arrived,  and  the  action  was  renewed  on  his  part  with  great 
vigor.  Shot,  shell,  grape,  and  rockets  were  fired  in  great  profusion, 
but  with  little  or  no  damage  to  our  well-posted  troops.  The  Thirteenth 
Indiana  Regiment,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dobbs,  was  moved  down 
to  the  bank  on  the  right,  where  it  opened  so  sharp  and  close  a  fire  upon 
the  rebels  that  they  terminated  the  action  by  falling  back  out  of  range. 

On  learning  that  Colonel  Spear  had  proceeded  with  less  than  1,300 
men,  instead  of  1,700,  and  that  his  ammunition  was  nearly  exhausted, 
that  the  river  could  not  be  crossed,  and  the  object  pf  the  expedition 
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having  been  fully  attained,  I  directed  him  to  return,  which  he  did  with 
out  any  disturbance  from  the  enemy. 

Particular  mention  is  made  of  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of 
Lieutenant-Colonels  Stetzel,  Dobbs,  Maxwell,  and  Gray,  and  of  Lieu 
tenant  Whitney.  Colonel  Spear  has  added  to  his  former  high  reputa 
tion  by  his  coolness  and  good  management  on  this  occasion. 

The  force  consisted  of  detachments  from  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  Ninety-sixth  New  York  yolunteers,  One  hundred  and  third 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  Thirteenth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  a  section  of  Toilettes  artillery,  and  the  commander  speaks  in  the 
highest  terms  of  all  his  officers  and  men. 

The  loss  was  2  killed,  5  wounded,  and  1  missing,  which  was  extremely 
small,  in  view  of  the  great  superiority  of  the  enemy  in  numbers.  The 
rebel  loss  has  been  reported  from  75  to  200. 

On  the  3d  instant  several  hundred  of  the  enemy  crossed  the  river  in 
the  vicinity  of  Zuni  and  occupied  Windsor,  having  among  other  de 
signs  that  of  tearing  up  the  Petersburg  Railroad.  At  dawn  of  the  4th 
Colonel  Dodge,  a  meritorious  officer,  was  advanced  with  a  portion  of 
the  New  York  First  Mounted  Rifles,  who  promptly  occupied  the  place, 
and  during  the  day  forced  the  enemy  across  the  Blackwater. 

Characterized  by  that  earnestness  which  is  an  essential  element  of 
success,  these  affairs  are  very  gratifying,  and  fortify  the  confidence 
already  reposed  in  the  troops.  . 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 
Major- General.  Commanding. 

Col.  D.  T.  VAN  BUREN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Seventh  Corps, 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Col.  J.  K.  Marshall^  Fifty -second  North  Carolina  Infantry. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Franklin,  Va.,  October  4,  1862. 

GENERAL:  After  having  rested  the  night  before  at  New  South  Quay 
the  enemy  steamed  up  the  river  in  their  gunboats  yesterday  morning 
and  commenced  pouring  shot  and  shell  upon  us  at  daybeak.  They 
brought  with  them  three  boats,  two  of  which  were  small,' carrying  two 
guns  each ;  the  other  large,  carrying  four,  one  a  64-pouuder.  Soon  after 
the  shelling  commenced  I  dispatched  Lieut.  [John  M.l  Alexander  (com 
manding  Company  A,  Fifty-second  Regiment  North  Carolina  Troops) 
with  orders  to  commence  firing  upon  them  at  Crumpler's  Bluff  so  soon 
as  the  last  boat  should  have  passed.  In  obedience  to  orders  he  com 
menced  a  well-directed  and  effective  fire  upon  them,  and  succeeded  in 
silencing  their  guns  for  a  short  while,  but  they  quickened  their  time 
and  succeeded  in  reaching  a  point  of  the  river  edged  on  both  sides  by 
an  apparently  impassable  marsh.  Here  they  recommenced  their  work 
of  throwing  shot  and  shell  in  every  direction,  and  in  the  mean  time  mov 
ing  up  by  degrees  in  the  direction  of  Franklin.  Pending  this  condition 
of  things  I  sent  Capts.  [John  C.]  McCain  [and  Eric]  Erson,  and  Lieut. 
(James  M.J  Kincaul,  of  the  Fifty-second  Regiment,  together  with  Capt 
[James  T.]  Mitchell,  of  the  Fifty -ninth  Regiment,  pickets,  holding  their 
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respective  commands,  to  the  neighboring  bluffs  with  instructions  to  meet 
the  boats  on  their  return.  Col.  [D.  D.]  Ferebee  with  a  large  portion  of 
his  command  took  position  along-  the  road,  first,  where  the  old  wharf 
formerly  stood,  and  Oapt.  [William]  Sharp's  company,  of  the  same  com 
mand,  was  sent  to  meet  and  fire  upon  the  boats  from  any  point  they 
could  suitable  for  such  work,  but  they  penetrated  the  marsh,  which  was 
very  deep,  and  drove  in  between  60  and  80  sharpshooters  which  had 
been  thrown  out  from  the  gunboats.  Now  a  general  fire  commenced 
on  both  sides,  in  which  Colonel  Ferebee  and  his  command  took  [part] 
to  a  very  considerable  extent,  but  the  boats  found  the  work  too  hot  for 
tbern  and  were  forced  to  recede,  and  continued  to  move  back,  though  con 
tinually  throwing  out  an  occasional  shell.  As  they  passed  the  bluffs 
every  man  who  showed  himself  on  deck  or  at  the  port-holes  was  cut 
down.  As  they  passed  down  the  river  Captain  Norfleet  with  his  men 
pursued  them,  killing  all  who  could  be  seen.  Here  I  will  state  that  the 
pilot  was  hid  from  view  and  sand-bags  were  placed  along  the  decks  of 
the  boats.  As  I  stated  before,  the  shelling  commenced  at  daybreak  and 
the  boats  remained  in  the  river  until  10.30  a.  m. 

Our  loss  is  2  wounded,  viz,  Private  Stroup,  of  the  Fifty-second  Eegi- 
ment,  and  Private  Parker,  of  the  Fifty-ninth  Regiment. 

About  1  p.  m.  a  large  force  appeared  across  the  river,  consisting  of 
four  full  regiments  of  infantry,  one  regiment  of  cavalry,  and  six  pieces  of 
artillery,  with  one  or  two  sections  of  rocket  guns.  One  of  Captain 
Graham's  pieces  (rifle)  was  placed  at  the  depot  and  the  other  carried 
to  the  bridge.  For  about  two  hours  Captain  Graham  with  his  rifle 
piece  at  the  depot  and  Lieutenant  Britton  at  the  bridge  entertained 
them  handsomely.  At  3.30  or  4  o'clock  they  retired,  leaving  on  the  field 
a  few  overcoats  and  one  horse. 

The  enemy  must  have  lost  a  large  number  on  their  boats  and  lost 
some  on  the  field,  but  how  many  I  cannot  say. 

One  yawl -boat  was  left  in  the  river  near  one  of  the  bluffs.  The  force 
brought  in  the  afternoon  was  intended  to  co-operate  with  the  gunboats, 
but  came  too  late. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  MA.ESHALL,       - 
Colonel,  Commanding  at  Franklin. 

General  S.  G.  FRENCH, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina. 


OCTOBER  25,  1862.— Skirmish  near  Zuni,  Va. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  Depart 
ment  of  Virginia. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  October  27, 1862. 

An  expedition  was  sent  from  Suffolk  on  Saturday  night  to  the  Black- 
water.^  It  took  a  wrong  road  and  did  not  arrive  till  noon,  instead  of 
daybreak,  on  Sunday.  The  cavalry  swam  the  river,  and  some  howitzers 
were  sent  over  in  canoes.  The  enemy  were  cleared  from  the  bauk  of 
the  river  by  our  infantry.  Much  valuable  information  was  obtained. 
Lieut,  William  Wheelau,  of  the  Mounted  Kifles,  a  very  meritorious 
officer,  was  killed ;  our  only  casualty.  We  captured  a  sergeant  and  4 
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men  of  a  Georgia  cavalry  regiment.  I  have  directed  Major-General 
Peck  to  keep  a  part  of  bis  force  in  motion  constantly,  so  as  to  accustom 
them  to  marching  instead  of  rusting  in  camp. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 
Major-General  HALLECK,  General-in-Chief. 


OCTOBER  31,  1862.— Skirmish  at  Franklin,  Va. 
Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  J.  Peek,  U.  S.  Army. 

SUFFOLK,  VA.,  November  2, 1862. 

SIR:  On  Friday  night,  October  31,  we  surprised  the  enemy  at  Frank 
lin  about  4  a.  m.,  and  shelled  him  with  75  projectiles  before  he  opened. 
As  ordered,  the  command  at  once  moved  away  and  reconnoitered  as  far 
as  Zuui,  Isle  of  Wight,  &c. 

After  withdrawing  Follett's  battery  the  enemy  opened  and  kept  up  a 
fire  on  the  woods  until  nearty  11  a.  m.,  supposing  we  were  there.  Colonel 
Spear  was  in  command  of  the  advance,  and  thinks  the  execution  was 
great.  He  reports  five  regiments  there,  one  at  Ivor,  and  a  force  at 
Wakefield,  but  numbers  unknown;  others  scattered  along  the  river. 
No  accident  on  our  side.  Ferry  was  in  command.  Wessells  is  ill. 
Lougstreet  has  been  at  Petersburg  and  may  be  at  Wakefield,  from 
which  he  can  move  to  any  threatened  point. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

General  JOHN  A.  DIX,  Fort  Monroe. 


NOVEMBER  1-12,  1862.—  Expedition   from  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  including 
skirmishes  (2d)  at  Little  Greek  and  Rawle's  Mill. 


No.  1.  —  Maj.  Gen.  Jolm  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  Department  of  North 

Carolina. 
No.  2.  —  Col.  Thomas  G.  Stevenson,  Twenty-  fourth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  command 

ing  brigade,  of  skirmishes  at  Little  Creek  and  Rawle's  Mill. 
No.  3.  —  Capt.  Job  Arnold,  Fifth  Ehode  Island  Infantry,  of  skirmishes  at  Little  Creek 

and  Rawle's  Mill. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  De 
partment  of  North  Carolina. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  November  12,  1862. 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  agreeably  to  my  letter  of 
the  30th  ultimo  informing  you  of  iny  intention  to  make  an  expedition 
through  the  eastern  counties  of  this  State  and  stating  the  object  of  the 
move,  1  left  this  post  on  the  31st  ultimo,  and  have  just  arrived  here  ou 
my  return, 
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I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  although  the  original  plan  for  the  cap- 
Inro  of  the  three  regiments  foraging  in  that  section  was,  owing  to  the 
condition  of  the  roads,  frustrated,  the  expedition  will  be  of  great  service 
to  our  cause  in  this  department. 

The  First  Brigade,  under  the  command  of  Col.  T.  J.  C.  Aiuory,  together 
with  the  artillery,  cavalry,  and  wagon  train,  was  marched  from  this  point 
across  the  country  to.  Washington.  The  balance  of  my  forces,  including 
the  Second  Brigade,  Colonel  Stevenson,  and  the  Third  Brigade,  Colonel 
Lee,  were  embarked  on  transports  and  landed  at  Washington,  where  they 
were  joined  by  Colonel  Amory's  command  on  Saturday  evening,  the  Lst 
instant. 

On  Sunday  (the  2d)  all  the  forces,  amounting  to  5,000  men,  includ 
ing  twenty-one  pieces  of  artillery,  left  Washington  under  my  command 
for  Williamston.  On  the  evening  of  the  same  day  we  encountered  the 
enemy,  posted  in  a  strong  position  at  a  small  creek,  called  Little  Creek. 
I  immediately  ordered  Colonel  Stevenson,  commanding  the  Second 
Brigade,  who  was  then  in  the  advance,  to  make  all  haste  in  driving 
them  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek,  and  push  on  at  once.  The 
engagement  lasted  for  one  hour,  when  the  enemy,  being  driven  from 
their  rifle-pits  by  the  effective  fire  of  Belger's  Rhode  Island  battery, 
retired  to  Kawle's  Mill,  1  mile  farther  on,  where  they  made  another 
stand  in  a  recently -constructed  field  work.  Belger's  battery  and  two 
batteries  of  the  Third  New  York  Artillery  were  immediately  ordered 
into  position,  and,  after  a  spirited  engagement  of  half  an  hour,  suc 
ceeded  in  driving  the  enemy  from  their  works  and  across  a  bridge, 
which  they  burned.  That  night,  while  the  pioneers  rebuilt  the  burned 
bridge,  the  forces  bivouacked  on  the  field  and  proceeded  the  next 
morning  to  Williamston,  where  we  arrived  about  noon.  We  started 
from  there,  after  a  short  rest,  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  bivouacking 
about  5  miles  from  that  place. 

On  the  following  day  we  reached  and  occupied  the  fortifications  at 
Rainbow  Banks,  3  miles  below  Hamilton,  and  then  pushed  on  to  Ham 
ilton.  Here  we  expected  to  find  some  iron-clad  boats  said  to  be  in 
process  of  construction  at  Hamilton,  but  discovered  nothing  of  the  kind. 

On  the  6th  left  Hamilton  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  toward  Tarborough, 
and  encamped  on  the  same  night  within  10  miles  of  that  place.  It  was 
my  intention  to  pursue  the  enemy  to  Tarborough,  but  the  exhausted 
condition  of  my  men,  most  of  whom  had  been  sick  during  the  last  two 
months  and  had  not  yet  recovered  their  strength,  and  the  provisions 
being  entirely  exhausted  so  that  I  had  to  subsist  the  command  by  for 
aging,  as  well  as  the  fact  that  the  enemy  were  being  largely  re-enforced 
by  railroad,  changed  my  plans,  and  on  the  following  morning  (the  7th 
instant)  I  countermarched  the  column,  reaching  Hamilton  the  same 
night,  where  we  remained  until  the  next  morning,  when  we  marched 
for  Williamston  in  the  midst  of  a  severe  snow-storm.  At  Williamston 
we  remained  a  day  in  order  to  give  the  men  an  opportunity  to  rest. 

At  daylight  the  next  day  (10th  instant)  we  started  for  Plymouth, 
where  we  arrived  that  night. 

The  following  day  the  troops  were  all  re-embarked  for  New  Berne. 

During  the  engagement  at  Rawle's  Mill  and  at  Hamilton  we  captured 
5  prisoners,  who  were  paroled  at  Williamstou.  The  loss  on  our  side  con 
sisted  of  6  killed  and  8  wounded. 

The  expedition  was  instrumental  in  saving  the  town  and  forces  at 
Plymouth  from  destruction  and  capture,  as  I  found  upon  my  arrival  at 
the  place  that  the  enemy's  forces  while  lying  in  the  vicinity,  besides 


22  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  S.  E.  VIRGINIA.  [CHAP.  XXX. 

being  engaged  in  foraging,  had  reconstructed  a  bridge  over  the  creek, 
3  miles  outside  the  town,  for  the  transportation  of  their  artillery  to  the 
opposite  bank.  I  also  learned  from  information  gathered  on  the  spot 
that  an  immediate  attack  was  to  have  been  made  on  the  place,  but  upon 
hearing  of  my  advance  from  Washington  and  seeing  the  danger  of  their 
capture  they  beat  a  precipitate  and  hasty  retreat. 

The  navy,  under  command  of  Commander  H.  K.  Davenport,  senior 
officer,  co  operated  heartily  with  me  during  the  whole  time  by  sending 
five  gunboats  to  Hamilton,  and  there  placing  four  boat  howitzers  with 
their  crews  at  my  disposal. 

I  desire  to  mention  particularly  the  efficient  conduct  of  Colonel  Ste- 
.venson,  commanding  the  Second  Brigade,  and  Colonel  Potter,  of  the 
First  North  Carolina  Union  Volunteers. 

I  recommend  that  Colonel  Stevenson,  for  his  efficient  services  on  this 
march  and  in  the  affair  of  Little  Creek  and  Rawle's  Mill,  as  well  as  pre 
vious  services  at  the  battles  of  Roanoke  and  New  Berne,  be  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  brigadier-general,  to  date  from  November  3,  1862. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEK, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Col.  Thomas  G.  Stevenson,  r  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts  In 
fantry,  commanding  brigade,  of  skirmishes  at  Little  Creek  and  Rawle's 
Mill. 

HDQRS.  SECOND  BRIGADE,  DEPT.  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

New  Berne,  November  15,  1862. 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  result  of  the 
skirmishes  in  which  my  brigade  was  engaged  on  Sunday  night,  No 
vember  2,  1862 : 

At  about  dusk,  as  the  advance  guard,  composed  of  the  Marine  Artil 
lery,  a  company  of  the  Tenth  Connecticut,  and  a  portion  of  cavalry, 
were  crossing  Little  Creek,  on  the  road  from  Washington  to  William ston, 
they  were  suddenly  fired  upon  by  the  enemy  from  the  opposite  side  of 
the  creek,  concealed  in  the  woods  on  the  right  of  the  road.  The  cav 
alry  and  infantry  retired,  the  Marine  Artillery  opening  fire.  Two  com 
panies  of  the  Forty-fourth  were  then  ordered  to  deploy  on  the  other  side 
of  the  creek.  In  crossing,  the  enemy  opened  a  brisk  fire  on  them  which 
AVJIS  immediately  returned  with  good  effect,  but  their  ammunition  get 
ting  wet  they  were  ordered  to  retire,  which  was  done  in  good  order, 
with  a  loss  of  1  killed  and  6  wounded.  In  the  mean  time  Captain  Bel 
gur's  battery  had  taken  position  in  a  corn  field  on  the  left  of  the  road 
and  opened  fire,  the  enemy  returning  with  musketry  and  artillery,  which 
the  well  directed  fire  of  Captain  Belger's  battery  soon  silenced.  Two 
companies  of  the  Forty  fourth  Massachusetts  were  then  ordered  to  the 
front,  but  the  enemy  again  opened  fire,  killing  1  and  wounding  1.  I 
then  ordered  them  to  fall  back.  Captain  Belger  opened  fire  once  more 
on  the  enemy  and  in  a  short  time  caused  them  to  retreat. 
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The  column  then  moved  forward  slowly,  the  road  being  blocked  up 
by  trees  cut  by  the  retreating  enemy  to  retard  our  advance  which  for 
two  hoars  was  very  slow.  A  breastwork  was  found  on  our  left  which 
had  the  appearance  of  having  been  hastily  deserted.  The  advance, 
composed  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts,  soon  came  upon  a  bridge 
burning  over  the  creek  by  Itawle's  Mill.  The  Twenty -fourth,  whilst  ex- 
tinguishing  the  flames,  were  fired  upon  by  the  enemy,  with  both  mus 
ketry  and  artillery,  in  position  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek  parallel 
with  the  main  road,  the  Twenty-fourth  losing  1  killed  and  2  wounded. 
Captain  Belger  soon  got  his  battery  in  position,  when  he  opened  fire 
and  completely  routed  the  enemy. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  Captain  Belger  and  his  command 
for  the  masterly  manner  in  which  his  guns  were  maneuvered,  and  for 
the  coolness  and  discipline  displayed  by  all. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  G.  STEVENSON, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Second  Brigade. 
Maj.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Capt.  Job  Arnold,  Fifth  Rhode  Island  Infantry,  of  skirmishes 
at  Little  Creek  and  Ramie's  Mill,  N~.  C. 

HDQRS.  FIFTH  REGT.  RHODE  ISLAND  VOLUNTEERS, 
Camp  Anthony,  N~ew  Berne,  N.  C.,  November  13,  1862. 

SIR  :  I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  Fifth  Rhode  Island  in  skirmishes  of  Sunday,  November  2, 
1862: 

At  the  commencement  of  the  action  we  received  orders  to  support 
Belger's  Rhode  Island  battery.  We  formed  in  line  to  the  right  and 
rear  of  the  battery,  in  the  corn  field  to  the  right  of  the  road.  When 
the  battery  moved  to  take  its  position  we  filed  down  the  road  and 
formed  a  line  about  20  paces  in  the  rear  of  the  battery  in  the  field  to 
.the  left  of  the  road,  our  right  resting  toward  the  road,  and  there  re 
mained  till  ordered  to  follow  the  battery  across  the  ford.  We  had 
nearly  reached  the  road  when  we  were  ordered  to  remain  to  support  a 
section  of  Belger's  battery,  left  in  its  former  position. 

We  then  formed  in  line  in  rear  of  a  rail  fence  to  the  left  and  rear  of 
the  pieces,  our  Jeft  resting  on  the  woods.  As  soon  as  the  battery  was 
ordered  forward  we  joined  the  main  column,  and,  crossing  the  ford,  pro 
ceeded  with  it  up  the  road  to  the  rifle-pits  this  side  of  Rawle's  Mill,  and 
remained  within  supporting  distance  of  the  battery  while  it  was  engaged 
in  shelling  the  enemy.  At  about  1  o'clock  we  entered  the  rifle-pits  and 
there  remained  until  daylight.  At  one  time  the  regiment  was  under 
quite  heavy  fire,  and  it  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  state  that  both  offi 
cers  and  men,  without  exception,  behaved  with  the  most  perfect  coolness. 

JOB  ARNOLD, 
Captain,  Commanding. 

Col.  THOMAS  G.  STEVENSON, 

Comdg.  Second  Brig.,  First  Div.,  I>ept.  of  North  Carolina. 
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NOVEMBER  11,  1862.  —  Demonstration  on  New  Berne,  N.  C. 


No.  1.  —  Col.  Thomas  J.  C.  Amory,  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  commanding 

Brigade. 

No.  2.  —  Capt.  J.  Waldo  Denny,  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  Infantry. 
No.  3.  —  Lieut.  James  M.  Drennan,  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  Infantry. 
No.  4.  —  Lieut.  Henry  M.  Richter,  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  Infantry. 
No.  5.—  Capt.  John  F.  Moschell,  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 

NO.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  Thomas  J.  C.  Amory,  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Infantry, 

commanding  Brigade. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  BRIGADE,  FIRST  DIVISION, 

New  Btrne,  N.  C.,  November  12,  1862. 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  general 
commanding,  that  on  yesterday  evening-  a  report  reached  me  that  a  force 
of  the  enemy,  composed  of  infantry,  artillery,  and  cavalry,  estimated  as 
being  a  brigade  of  at  least  four  or  five  regiments,  had  made  its  appear 
ance  in  front  of  our  pickets  on  the  Trent  road,  about  Jackson's  house, 
and  was  gradually  advancing  as  our  pickets  retired  in  this  direction, 
their  supposed  intention  being  an  attack  on  New  Berne  during  the  tem 
porary  absence  of  a  portion  of  our  forces.  I  had  returned  from  Plymouth 
with  a  portion  of  my  brigade  only  a  few  hours  previous,  and  Colonel 
Kurtz,  Twenty-third  Massachusetts,  supposing  himself  still  in  command 
of  the  post,  failed  to  communicate  immediately  to  me  the  information 
he  had  received  of  the  enemy's  advance,  but  meanwhile,  as  he  afterward 
reported  to  me,  took  the  precaution  to  warn  the  gunboats  and  troops 
here  to  be  in  readiness.  Major  Garrard.  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  with 
the  two  mountain  howitzers,  had  also  been  sent  out  on  the  Neuse  road. 

Toward  9  o'clock  p.  m.  Colonel  Kurtz,  by  my  order,  reported  to  me, 
and  at  the  same  time  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mix,  commanding  Third  New 
York  Cavalry,  gave  me  an  account  of  the  disposition  already  made  of 
our  forces,  and  confirmed  the  information  I  had  previously  received  as 
to  the  force  of  the  enemy. 

At  this  time  the  only  regiments  which  had  returned  from  Plymouth 
were  the  Seventeenth,  Twenty-fourth,  part  of  the  Twenty  -third,  and 
about  150  men  of  the  Forty-fourth  Massachusetts.  None  of  the  artil 
lery  had  yet  arrived. 

To  make  the  best  possible  disposition  according  *to  my  judgment  of 
the  small  force  then  at  my  disposal,  I  withdrew  all  the  pickets  on  the 
Trent  road,  picketing  the  line  of  the  edge  of  woods  in  front  of  Fort  Tot- 
ten,  extending  the  line  from  the  Trent  to  the  Neuse  Eiver,  keeping 
mounted  patrols  on  the  Neuse  road  as  far  as  the  cross-road  to  railroad, 
withdrawing  the  remainder  of  cavalry  with  mounted  howitzers.  I  was 
unaware  at  this  time  that  the  railroad  monitor  was  with  the  two  com 
panies  of  infantry  at  the  bridge,  9  miles  from  town.  As  soon  as  possi 
ble  1  sent  orders  for  this  force  to  fall  back,  but  in  the  mean  time  the 
enemy  had  got  between  them  and  New  Berne,  having  cut  them  off  by 
the  cross-road  from  Trent  road  past  the  red  house.  At  about  2  o'clock 
a.  m.  these  companies  were  attacked,  1  man  killed  and  2  wounded  of  the 
Twenty  fourth  Massachusetts,  and  the  enemy  dispersed  by  a  shell  thrown 
from  the  monitor. 
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I  recalled  the  company  of  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts,  stationed 
at  Evans'  Mill,  8  miles  from  here.  They  arrived  this  morning  at  the 
camp  of  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  and  have  since  then  returned. 
I  dispatched  a  locomotive  and  train  at  1.30  a.  m.  for  Captain  Lee's  bat 
tery  (Rocket  Battalion)  and  aH  the  available  force,  consisting  of  four 
companies  infantry  and  about  30  cavalry  at  Newport  Barracks.  They 
arrived  at  8  o'clock  this  morning.  The  infantry  and  cavalry  returned 
by  the  morning  train ;  the  battery  remains  waiting  further  orders. 

The  Ninth  New  Jersey,  Fifth  Ehode  Island,  and  Belger's  battery 
having  arrived  during  the  night  with  the  gunboat  Hunchback,  I  posted 
these  troops  at  various  points  as  reserves  to  the  line  of  pickets  with  or 
ders  to  the  infantry  in  case  of  an  attack  to  occupy  the  rifle-pits  extend 
ing  across  the  peninsula. 

At  daylight  this  morning  I  ordered  out  forces  on  the  different  roads 
to  reconnoiter  the  position  of  the  enemy,  still  supposing  him  to  be  in 
force  somewhere  in  our  front.  The  whole  cavalry  force  under  Lieuten 
ant-Colonel  Mix  was  ordered  to  scout  the  Neuse  road  as  far  as  Batchel- 
der's  Creek. 

The  Twenty-third  Massachusetts,  under  command  of  Major  Chambers, 
advanced  along  the  railroad  as  far  as  the  bridge,  and  leaving  one  com 
pany  to  re-enforce  those  in  charge  of  the  monitor,  returned  this  evening 
without  having  seen  the  enemy. 

From  all  the  information  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  I  am  inclined  to 
believe  that  the  force  of  the  enemy  which  came  down  upon  our  pickets 
was  Hiuch  smaller  than  at  first  supposed,  perhaps  not  over  300  men, 
infantry  and  cavalry.  Whether  or  not  a  larger  force  remained  in  their 
rear  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn  with  certainty. 

Our  regular  pickets  have  since  been  re-established,  those  on  the  Trent 
road,  consisting  of  four  companies, Twenty- fifth  Massachusetts,  extend 
ing  out  as  far  as  Jackson's.  The  enemy  burned  the  negro  houses  oppo 
site  Jackson's  house.  I  think  if  one  or  two  light  howitzers  could  be 
posted  with  the  reserves  of  this  force  it  would  be  well. 

I  would  also  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  general  command 
ing  to  the  fact  that  none  of  the  block-houses  are  yet  armed  with  guns. 

The  earthwork  at  the  head  of  county  bridge,  on  Trent  River,  was 
manned  partly  by  a  platoon  of  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts. 

A  permanent  guard  well  drilled  at  the  heavy  guns  would  be  an  ad 
vantage. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  J.  C.  AMOEY, 
First  Division,  New  Berne,  N.  G. 

Maj.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Division,  New  Berne,  N.  C. 


Ko.2. 

Report  of  Gapt.  J.  Waldo  Denny,  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  Infantry. 

HEADQUARTERS  CAMP  HARKNESS, 

November  14,  1862. 

SIR  :  On  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  the  llth  instant,  by  your  permis 
sion  I  ordered  a  party  of  50  men,  under  command  of  Lieut.  J.  M.  Dren- 
nan,  of  Company  F,  of  my  command,  to  proceed  by  an  indicated  route 
to  the  red  house,  and  thence  to  the  Trent  road,  at  a  point  near  the 
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Grapevine  House,  so  called,  near  the  Deep  Gully,  and  from  that  point 
to  return  to  this  camp.  The  report  of  that  scout  by  Lieutenant  Drennan 
is  inclosed  herein  and  made  a  part  of  this  report ;  also  report  of  Lieut. 
II.  M.  Kichter,  officer  of  the  day,  who  rendered  efficient  service  with  a 
small  force  of  pickets  in  defending  our  lines  from  the  attack  of  the  enemy. 

Upon  learning  of  the  attack  upon  our  lines  at  about  4  o'clock  p.  in.  I 
i  in  mediately  caused  my  command  at  this  camp — Companies  F,  G,  and 
K,  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  Kegtrnent — to  fall  in,  and  followed 
your  command  of  cavalry  to  the  scene  of  action,  dispatching  orders  to 
Company  II,  encamped  1  mile  below  this  camp,  to  follow  with  all  haste. 
Upon  reaching  the  corner  of  the  road  going  to  the  rear  of  French's 
house  I  met  a  private  of  your  command  riding  his  horse  back  from  the 
engagement  upon  a  run.  He  cried  out  to  me  to  bait,  as  the  enemy  were 
coming  down  fast  and  in  force.  Supposing  the  order  came  from  you  [ 
halted  my  command  and  proceeded  on  the  road  alone,  being  mounted, 
until  1  readied  Lieutenant  Tew  with  a  reserve  infantry  force,  being 
those  who  in  part  composed  the  scouting  party.  This  officer  stated 
that  his  men  were  exhausted,  and  that  my  companies  could  be  of  serv 
ice.  I  immediately  ordered  my  command  forward  and  approached  the 
Kocky  Kim  under  a  fire  of  shell  from  the  enemy,  and  turned  to  the 
right  from  the  Trent  road  to  the  rear  of  the  position  held  by  you  with 
your  command.  I  reported  to  you  at  this  point,  and  immediately  after 
ordered  Captain  Wageley,  of  Company  G,  to  take  up  position  on  the 
left  of  the  Trent  road  so  as  to  cover  the  bridge  by  his  fire. 

After  remaining  in  our  position  for  fifteen  minutes,  upon  information 
that  the  enemy  were  attempting  to  flank  us  on  our  right,  I  withdrew  my 
command  to  the  road  in  rear  of  French's  house,  holding  position  in  the 
narrow  belt  of  timber  upon  that  road  and  the  right  of  Trent  road,  when 
we  were  joined  by  your  command,  taking  position  on  the  road  in  our 
rear.  I  sent  a  messenger  to  Captain  Wageley  informing  him  of  our 
change  of  position  and  ordering  him  to  join  us  in  case  of  any  strong 
attack  upon  him  from  the  front  or  any  appearance  of  an  attack  upon 
our  flanks. 

At  this  point  Lieutenant  Foster,  in  command  of  Company  H,  Twenty  - 
11  ft  h  Massachusetts  Kegiment,  reported  to  me  with  his  command.  Hold 
ing  this  position  for  some  time  we  finally  retired  from  it,  with  your  ap 
proval,  to  gain  a  stronger  position  near  the  wood  west  of  Mr.  Eubauks' 
house.  This  was  a  strong  position,  where  I  flanked  two  companies 
upon  each  side  of  the  road,  guarding  the  position  so  we  could  not  be 
Hanked  on  either  side  without  our  knowledge.  Very  soon,  however, 
Major  Garrard,  of  your  regiment,  who  had  arrived  and  assumed  com 
mand,  ordered  me  to  retire  with  my  command  to  our  camp,  where  he 
ordered  me  to  place  two  companies  in  the  clearing  at  Mr.  Whitford's 
house,  on  the  other  side  of  Blakely's  Branch,  to  support  a  howitzer 
placed  in  the  road  at  that  point.  He  also  ordered  me  to  place  two  com 
panies  in  the  yard  of  the  Harrison  house,  both  of  which  orders  were 
executed.  In  about  thirty  minutes  Major  Garrard  informed  me  he  had 
orders  from  Colonel  Kurtz,  in  command  at  New  Berne,  to  retire  to  that 
city,  and  ordered  me  to  retire  with  my  command,  taking  such  valuables 
as  we  could  carry.  We  withdrew  in  order  and  marched  as  far  as  the 
belt  of  woods  on  the  Trent  road,  next  to  Fort  Totten,  where  I  was  or 
dered  to  deploy  my  detachment,  which  I  did.  In  a  short  time  I  received 
orders  from  Major  Garrard  to  withdraw  to  the  city  with  my  command, 
which  I  did,  taking  quarters  for  the  night  at  Camp  Oliver. 

The  next  morning,  upon  orders  from  Colonel  Amory,  commanding 
brigade,  I  returned  to  this  camp.,  finding  the  tents  unmolested. 
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Only  two  of  my  command  were  slightly  wounded,  one  in  the  face  and 
another  in  the  left  hand. 

I  desire  to  call  attention  particularly  to  the  coolness  and  bravery  of 
Lieutenant  Drenuan  and  the  men  under  his  command,  who  twice  drove 
back  an  overpowering  force  of  the  enemy  and  held  them  in  check  for 
nearly  or  quite  an  hour  and  a  half.  I  think  the  advance  of  the  enemy 
would  have  been  disastrous  to  us  had  it  not  been  for  the  brave  conduct 
of  Lieutenant  Drennan. 

All  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command  behaved  themselves  gallantly 
under  fire. 

Bespectfully.  yours, 

J.  W.  DENNY, 

Captain,  25th  Massachusetts,  Commanding  Detachment. 
Captain  MOSCHELL, 

Third  New  York  Cavalry,  Commanding  Post. 

[Indorsement.] 

Eeceived  November  15,  1862,  10  a.  m.,  and  approved.  Forwarded  to 
Colonel  Amory,  Seventeenth  Massachusetts. 

JNO.  P.  MOSCHELL, 

Captain,  Commanding  Outpost. 


No.  3. 
Report  of  Lieut.  James  M.  Drennan,  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  Infantry. 

CAMP  HARKNESS,  November  — ,  18G2. 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Tuesday  morning  I  caused 
to  be  detailed  by  your  orders  from  the  three  companies  in  this  camp  a 
force  of  50  men,  3  corporals,  and  3  sergeants,  with  Lieutenant  Tew,  and 
started  on  a  foraging  expedition,  traveling  as  near  as  possible  the  route 
indicated  by  you. 

We  met  with  little  success  until  we  arrived  near  the  red  house, 
where  we  came  onto  cattle  and  swine.  We  soon  shot  down  and  dressed 
what  we  wanted  and  started  for  camp,  taking  the  road  nearest  to  Deep 
Gully.  Being  in  the  enemy's  lines  we  advanced  with  caution.  Soon, 
or  about  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  my  advance  guard  reported  a  force  of  cavalry, 
which  I  discovered  as  the  enemy's.  I  deployed  part  of  my  command  as 
skirmishers  in  the  woods,  on  both  sides  of  the  road,  with  the  remainder 
under  Lieutenant  Tew  as  a  reserve,  and  advanced  immediately  on  the 
place  we  last  saw  them.  I  gave  orders  not  to  fire  unless  fired  on.  As  we 
came  out  on  the  Trent  road  the  enemy  were  leaving  the  house  at  the 
grapevine,  near  the  gully,  and  made  all  speed  for  the  latter  place.  I  did 
not  deem  it  prudent  to  follow  them,  for  many  reasons,  but  started  for 
camp,  throwing  out  an  advance  and  rear  guard.  After  stopping  about 
fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  to  rest  about  1  mile  this  side,  we  resumed  our 
march  for  camp,  and  had  barely  time  to  get  inside  our  vedettes  when 
they  attacked  in  force,  driving  in  the  outpost. 

I  immediately  ordered  our  wagons  to  camp,  and  with  6  men  went  to 
the  front  to  give  them  check.  My  men  labored  under  the  disadvantage 
of  having  the  bright  sun  in  their  eyes  and  on  their  pieces,  but  we  drove 
them  from  the  open  field  into  the  woods."  They  rallied.  I  sent  for  the 
remainder  of  the  first  platoon  and  deployed  them  as  skirmishers.  A 
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brisk  fire  wus  kept  up  for  some  time  by  both  parties  until  the  enemy 
gave  way  and  ran  for  the  woods  again.  We  followed  them,  driving 
them  back  in  the  woods  out  of  sight  (but  not  out  of  hearing,  as  much 
abusive  language  passed  back  and  forth).  We  occupied  the  ground 
held  by  them  for  about  ten  minutes.  I  judged  their  game  was  to  draw 
us  on.  I  had  previously  heard  the  rumbling  of  artillery  back  of  them, 
and  I  fell  back  on  the  rise  of  ground  to  my  first  position  in  close  order. 
They  charged  down  the  road  to  the  position  they  had  occupied  and  I 
had  just  left,  and  deployed  again,  I  doing  the  same  behind  the  fence  in 
my  position.  In  this  relative  position  the  firing  was  brisk  on  both  sides. 
The  enemy  opened  with  two  pieces  of  artillery  and  a  heavy  line  of 
skirmishers,  throwing  out  a  force  on  both  my  flanks.  I  remained  as  long 
as  I  deemed  it  prudent,  then  fell  back  in  good  order  on  the  Jackson 
house,  and  finally  crossed  the  creek  and  took  up  a  position  just  this 
side,  removing  the  planks  from  the  bridge,  &c. 

I  remained  in  this  last  position  until  Cap  tain  Mosch  ell's  cavalry  com 
pany  came  up  and  Lieutenant  Richter,  with  the  reserve  pickets;  also 
your  own  command. 

My  force  kept  the  enemy  in  check  about  one  hour  and  a  half  in  the 
fight  and  I  think  three  hours  from,  the  time  we  first  saw  them.  The 
men  of  my  command  behaved  splendidly  under  fire  and  deserved  much 
credit. 

You  knowing  so  well  the  lay  of  the  land  I  have  not  appended  a  dia 
gram. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

J.  M.  DRENNAN, 
Lieut.  Comdg.  Co.  F,  Twenty -fifth  Regiment  Mass.  Vols. 

Capt.  J.  W.  DENNY, 

Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  Infantry. 


No.  4. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Henry  M.  Richter,  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  Infantry* 

CAMP  NEAR  HARRISON'S  HOUSE, 

November  12,  1862. 

SIR  :  Yesterday  afternoon  at  about  3  o'clock  I  heard  firing  in  front 
of  the  outpost  while  I  was  visiting  the  pickets.  I  supposed  the  firing 
came  from  the  foraging  party  which  had  left  camp  in  the  morning  at  8 
o'clock,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Drennan,  so  1  rode  slowly  back, 
waiting  for  an  increase  or  continuation  of  the  firing.  About  a  mile  this 
side  of  Jackson's  house  I  heard  heavy  musketry,  and  was  informed  by 
a  messenger  that  the  outpost  was  attacked  by  infantry,  cavalry,  and 
artillery,  while  Lieutenant  Drennan  held  the  Jackson  house  with  his 
fatigue  party.  I  at  once  dispatched  all  my  pickets  double-quick  to  the 
bridge  about  50  paces  this  side  of  Jackson's  house,  where  I  relieved 
Lieutenant  Drennau,  who  took  the  reserve,  deploying  my  men  16  strong 
as  skirmishers  and  holding  bridge  and  creek. 

The  enemy  in  front  of  me  was  infantry,  covered  by  an  elevation  of 
the  ground,  so  that  I  had  no  object  to  fire  on.  The  fire  of  the  enemy 
had  no  effect  whatever,  as  my  men  laid  low  and  were  covered  by  trees. 
We  only  fired  a  few  shots  at  the  enemy  when  he  showed  himself,  with 
what  effect  I  cannot  say. 
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Lieutenant  Ebbs,  of  the  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  informed  me  that 
the  rebels  were  trying  to  flank  me  by  the  way  of  Taylor's  house  in  strong 
force.  1  kept  the  creek  about  ten  minutes  longer,  and  as  I  could  not 
see  any  re  enforcements  on  our  side  (the  cavalry  having  taken  another 
position  not  known  by  me)  1  went  slowly  in  retreat  across  the  field 
toward  the  roads,  the  enemy  charging  in  line  of  battle  at  my  former 
position,  their  shots  having  no  effect  on  my  men.  At  the  same  time 
the  right  of  the  enemy  charged  the  bridge  with  cavalry,  and  placing  a 
howitzer  on  a  bluif  on  the  right  of  the  road  they  sent  a  few  shells  over 
us  without  doing  any  damage. 

At  French's  gate  I  formed  my  squad  in  line  on  one  side  of  the  road  to 
give  you  a  chance  to  pass  down  with  your  fresh  command,  which  was 
approaching  me.  As  my  men  were  tired  out  by  running  up  to  the  place 
of  action  I  took  position  in  your  rear,  throwing  out  pickets  to  the  right 
of  the  road  toward  French's  house,  which  road  leads  to  Taylor's,  Lieu 
tenant  Drennan  doing  the  same  on  the  left  of  the  road  leading  to  the 
mill  near  Jackson's  house.  There  I  reported  to  you  when  the  battalion 
fell  back,  and  dismissed  my  pickets  to  their  respective  companies. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M.  EICHTEE, 
First  Lieut.  Twenty-fifth  Regt.  Mass.  Vols.,  Officer  of  the  Day. 

Capt.  J.  W.  DENNY,  Commanding  Battalion. 


No.  5. 
Reports  of  Capt.  John  F.  Moschell,  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 

HEADQUARTERS  OUTPOST  ON  TRENT  ROAD, 

Harrison's  Home,  November  13,  1862. 

On  the  llth  instant  I  authorized  Lieutenant  Dreunan  and  Lieutenant 
Tew,  of  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts,  to  go  out  near  the  red  house  to 
get  some  fresh  meat,  they  having  failed  to  supply  us  any  from  the  sub 
sistence  department  at  New  Berne.  On  the  way  back  they  came  across 
a  force  of  rebels,  with  three  cannon,  some  cavalry,  and  infantry.  They 
kept  them  at  bay  from  2.30  p.  m.  until  3.30,  and  fell  back  to  my  cavalry 
vedettes;  they  fired  at  them,  and,  the  infantry  assisting  them,  kept  them 
back  until  word  was  sent  to  me  at  this  place.  I  immediately  went  to 
their  assistance  with  the  balance  of  my  force.  I  also  sent  word  down 
to  the  commanding  officer  at  New  Berne,  Colonel  Kurtz ;  he  sent  Major 
Garrard  out  with  three  more  companies  of  cavalry  and  the  two  mount 
ain  howitzers  belonging  to  the  regiment,  when  I  was  relieved  from  com 
mand  by  him.  He  ordered  my  forces  to  fall  back  to  camp  and  after 
ward  to  New  Berne,  leaving  all  the  Government  and  private  property 
belonging  to  the  command.  Fortunately  the  rebels  did  not  come  down 
any  farther  than  the  Jackson  house. 

As  far  as  1  could  ascertain  the  enemy's  force  consisted  of  two  com 
panies  of  artillery,  four  of  cavalry,  and  three  or  four  regiments  of  in 
fantry.  It  is  reported  they  are  out  about  8  miles  from  New  Berne,  on 
the  Trent  road,  now. 

Respect  1'u  1  ly  repo rted . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  &c., 

JNO.  F.  MOSCHELL, 
Captain,  Third  Ne^c  York  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Outpost, 

Major- General  FOSTER, 
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HEADQUARTERS  OUTPOST  AT  HARRISON'S  HOUSE, 

On  Trent  Road,  N.  GT.,  November  13,  1802. 

COLONEL:  I  bave  tbe  bouor  to  make  the  following  report  for  tbe  in 
formation  of  the  commanding  general : 

On  Tuesday,  tbe  llth  instant,  I  gave  Captain  Denny  permission  to 
send  Lieutenants  Drenuan  and  Tew,  with  50  men,  out  beyond  tbe  lines 
toward  the  red  bouse  to  get  some  fresh  meat  (tbe  subsistence  depart 
ment  having  failed  to  supply  them  any  for  some  time)  for  his  detach 
ment.  On  their  way  back  they  came  across  a  force  of  the  enemy  which 
they,  drove  back  toward  tbe  Deep  Gully  about  3  o'clock  p.  in. 

Lieutenant  Dreunan  then  came  on  toward  camp,  and  when  be  arrived 
at  our  outpost,  or  vedettes,  they  were  followed  by  the  enemy's  cavalry 
and  some  artillery,  which  they  posted  near,  and  fired  a  couple  of  shot 
with  a  G-poimder.  Lieutenant  Drennan  made  a  stand,  together  with 
our  cavalry,  and  fired  several  rounds,  but  finally  falling  back  to  tbe 
Jackson  Creek  Bridge.  One  of  tbe  cavalry  vedettes  (Henry  Eancier) 
was  wounded  in  the  calf  of  bis  leg  (flesh  wound). 

Information  being  sent  me  that  we  were  attacked  on  tbe  outpost  by 
cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry,  I  immediately  proceeded  with  my  com 
pany,  and,  ordering  Captain  Denny  with  his  infantry  detachment  to 
follow,  1  arrived  at  tbe  creek  bridge  just  as  Lieutenant  Drennan  had 
crossed,  and  a  shot  from  the  cannon  striking  near  did  not  deem  it  pru 
dent  to  take  my  whole  force  across. 

Lieutenant  Ebbs  and  a  couple  of  my  company  went  across  to  see  what 
position  they  were  in.  I  bad  four  men  tear  up  the  planks  of  tbe  bridge 
to  make  it  impassable  for  the  artillery  to  cross. 

I  formed  my  men  on  the  right  of  the  road  and  sent  Lieutenant  Ebbs 
with  two  or  three  men  behind  Mr.  French's  bouse  to  tbe  road  leading 
to  tbe  red  house,  and  a  couple  to  tbe  road  leading  toward  Taylor's  to 
prevent  a  Hank  movement. 

1  also  ordered  Lieutenant  Drennau  to  fall  back  a  little,  for  bis  men  and 
himself  were  completely  jaded  out.  When  Lieutenant  Eichter  came  up 
with  a  squad  I  ordered  him  to  deploy  on  my  right  as  skirmishers.  Then 
I  withdrew  a  little  more  on  account  of  tbe  enemy  coming  up  in  full  force 
with  infantry  and  forming  in  front  of  us,  and  their  cavalry  on  their  left, 
witli  a  piece  of  artillery. 

A  piece  of  artillery  at  the  Jackson  house  was  worked  with  shell,  which 
exploded  over  tbe  left  flank  of  my  company.  At  this  time  (it  getting 
quite  dark)  I  ordered  Captain  Wageley  and  his  company  (G)  on  the  left 
of  the  road  to  watch  the  bridge  and  to  prevent  their  crossing  at  the 
mill,  and  ordered  Captain  Denny  with  the  balance  of  the  infantry  to 
fall  back  to  the  junction  of  the  road  leading  from  Trent  road  to' the  red 
bouse  this  side  Mr.  French's  bouse,  and  afterward  fall  back  with  my  com 
pany  to  the  house  known  as  Ben.  Ausley's,  this  side  French's,  but  leav 
ing  nine  mounted  vedettes  at  three  points  (three  in  each  place).  At  this 
place  Sergeant  Middaugh,  in  charge  of  Major  Garrard's  advance  guard, 
came  up.  1  ordered  Captain  Denny  and  tbe  infantry  to  fall  back  and  form 
on  the  right  and  left  of  the  road  at  tbe  5-mile  post,  and  ordered  Lieu 
tenant  Ebbs  to  form  my  company  in  rear  of  them  behind  a  skirt  of  pine 
timber.  At  this  time  Lieutenant  Chamberlain  came  up  and  delivered  a 
message  from  Major  Garrard  for  me  to  bave  the  infantry  fall  back  to 
camp,  and  after  tbe  infantry  fell  back  to  camp  to  bave  my  company  fall 
back  and  cover  their  retreat.  I  posted  at  six  different  places  with  three 
mounted  vedettes  in  a  place,  and  after  .visiting  them  went  back  and  re 
ported  to  Major  Garrard. 
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Major  Garrard  immediately  ordered  me  •to  call  iii  all  my  vedettes, 
whicfi  I  immediately  did. 

One  of  the  vedettes  lost  his  revolving  rifle  in  falling  back;  the  strap 
broke  and  in  the  dark  could  not  find  it. 

The  men  behaved  well  in  every  instance.  Lieutenant  Ebbs  saw  three 
regimental  colors  and  three  cannons  drawn  by  mules,  and  four  guidons. 

I  have  the  honor,  colonel,  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

JNO.  F.  MOSCHELL, 

Captain,  Third  Neic  York  Cavalry,  Commanding  Outpost. 

Col.  JOHN  Mix, 

Commanding  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 


NOVEMBER  12-14,  1862. — Operations  about  Suffolk,  Va.,  including  skir 
mishes  (l&th)  at  Providence  Church  and  (14th)  at  Blackwater  Bridge 
and  Zuni,  Va. 

Report  of  Naj.  Gen.  John  J.  Peck,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  at  Suffolk. 

SUFFOLK,  November  14,  1862. 

About  11  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  12th  Colonel  Claiborne,  with  300  men, 
attacked  our  picket  of  New  York  Mounted  Eifles  at  Providence  Church, 
and  was  repulsed,  retiring  to  the  Blackwater.  Last  evening  the  same 
picket  was  fired  upon  again.  Colonel  Dodge  was  sent  out  to  recon- 
noiter,  and  reached  Windsor  about  midnight.  At  dawn  he  moved  for 
Blackwater  Bridge ;  had  a  brisk  skirmish;  drove  their  guard  over; 
crossed  a  few  men ;  captured  three  tents  complete,  canteens,  camp  ket 
tles,  two  muskets,  and  all  the  camp  equipage  of  the  guard  of  30  men. 
Strong  breastworks  were  discovered  a  short  distance  back  from  the 
ford.  He  then  moved  up  to  Joyner's  Ford,  which  was  barricaded ; 
Next  to  Zuni,  where  a  strong  guard  offered  much  resistance.  After 
bringing  up  his  howitzers  they  fell  back.  They  have  strong  rifle-pits 
there,  from  which  they  kept  up  a  sharp  fire  upon  our  dismounted  skir 
mishers.  All  their  cooking  utensils,  seven  rifles,  cartridge-boxes,  a 
sword,  and  many  other  things,  with  two  of  the  guard,  fell  into  our 
hands.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  much  greater  than  ours,  which  is 
5  wounded. 

These  affairs  are  very  handsome,  and  follow  close  upon  the  two  late 
ones  near  Zuni  and  Franklin. 

I  trust  these  operations  will  meet  your  approval. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-General. 
Major-General  Dix, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia. 
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NOVEMBER  16,  1862.—  Skirmish  at  Gloucester  Point,  Va. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1.—  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  M.  Naglee,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Yorktown. 

No>  2.  —  Col.  William  W.  II.  Davis,  One  hundred  and  fourth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  M.  Naglee,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  at  York- 

town. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
YorUown,  Va,  November  16,  1862. 

COLONEL,  :  I  would  respectfully  report  that  at  4  o'clock  this  morning 
a  dash  was  made  upon  the  picket  line  at  Gloucester  Point,  and  1  man 
of  the  One  hundred  and  fourth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  was  killed,  3 
were  wounded,  and  3  made  prisoners. 

The  picket  was  an  advanced  one  of  12  persons,  made  by  Colonel 
Davis,  beyond  supporting  distance  from  the  main  picket  line,  within 
the  last  four  days,  and  without  niy  knowledge;  and  that,  although  ad 
vised  at  11  p.  m.,  nve  hours  in  advance,  that  the  enemy  were  lurking 
upon  the  road,  no  proper  order  was  given  to  support  the  advance  picket 
or  to  withdraw  it. 

This  attack  was  made  after  Captain  Hall  had  gone  over  the  same 
road  at  midnight,  as  reported  to  you  by  this  mail,  and  nothing  was 
seen  or  known  by  either  of  the  movements  of  the  other. 
Verv  respectfully,  &c., 

HENBY  M.  NAGLEE, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Col.  D.  T.  VAN  BUREN, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Col.  William  W.  H.  Davis,  One  hundred  and  fourth  Pennsyl 
vania  Infantry. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Gloucester  Point,  Va.,  November  16,  1862. 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  last  night  about  11  o'clock 
1  received  information  through  a  contraband  that  a  force  of  rebel  caValry, 
said  to  be  600  strong,  was  on  the  road  to  Gloucester,  2  miles  in  front  of 
my  picket  lines.  1  immediately  sent  two  companies  to  strengthen  the 
pickets,  and  wrote  a  note  to  Major  Hall,  who  with  his  force  was  still 
within  the  Hues,  giving  the  information  to  him.  He  had  Jeit,  however, 
before  my  messenger  reached  his  camp,  and  did' not  get  the  information 
which  might  have  proved  valuable  to  him. 

Things  remained  quiet  until  about  4  o'clock  this  morning,  when  a  picket 
stationed  on  the  Gloucester  road  discovered  a  party  of  cavalry  approach 
ing  them.  When  challenged  they  answered,  first,  "Federals,"  and  then 
"One  hundred  and  seventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry/' and  immediately 
poured  two  volleys  into  the  pickets  drawn  up  in  the  road.  Our  loss  is  1 
j  3  wounded?  ami  3  inissipg.  It  is  not  known  whether  any  loss  was. 
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sustained  by  the  enemy,  but  a  colored  man  who  was  near  by  thinks  some 
of  them  were  hurt.  The  man  who  was  killed  was  first  made  prisoner, 
but  was  shot  because  he  refused  to  mount  behind  a  cavalryman.  His 
body  was  left  lying  in  the  road,  but  was  recovered  and  brought  into 
camp  this  morning. 

A.  negro  came  to  the  lines  this  morning  and  states  that  the  enemy  was 
about  75  strong,  and  was  concealed  near  the  Hook  store  waiting  for  our 
cavalry  to  pass  out.  A  corporal  who  lately  deserted  from  the  One  hun 
dredth  New  York  Regiment  was  with  the  party  of  the  enemy  and  direct 
ing  their  movements.  The  point  where  the  attack  was  made  is  about  a 
third  of  a  mile  outside  the  picket  lines,  and  the  men,  12  in  number,  were 
thrown  out  as  an  advance  post.  I  am  informed  that  when  the  enemy 
left  the  ground  they  announced  that  they  intended  to  return  to  King 
and  Queen  County. 

If  I  learn  anything  additional  I  will  immediately  communicate  it  to 
you. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  H.  DAVIS, 
Colonel  One  hundred  and  fourth  Pennsylvania  Vols.,  Comdg. 

Capt.  GEORGE  H.  JOHNSTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


NOVEMBER  17,  1862.— Affair  near  Carrsville,  Va. 
lieport  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  J.  Peck,  U.  8.  Army. 

SUFFOLK,  November  17,  1802. 

GENERAL  :  At  noon  Major  AVetherill  with  150  men  came  upon  400 
cavalry  half-way  between  Holland's  Corners  and  Carrsville.  He  re 
ported  fighting  and  retiring  slowly.  From  not  hearing  from  him  I  in 
fer  that  he  is  all  right. 

My  expedition  left  at  1  o'clock  to-day  and  I  hope  for  results. 

JOHN  J.  TECK, 

Major- General. 
Major-Gencral  Dix. 


NOVEMBER  18,  1862.— Skirmish  at  Franklin,  Va. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  J .  Peck,  U.  $.  Army,  commanding  at  /Suffolk. 

SUFFOLK,  November  18,  1802 — 1  p.  m. 

General  Wessells  reports  that  the  enemy  has  been  re-enforced  at 
Franklin  in  infantry  and  artillery,  and  that  he  is  strong  there.  The 
fords  have  been  blocked,  the  approaches  closed,  and  the  crossing  is 
bad.  A  smart  skirmish  at  the  river,  with  only  a  horse  wounded.  It 
Looks  like  rain. 

JOHN  J.  TECK, 

Major- General, 
General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe. 
,3  R  K — VOL  xviu 
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SUFFOLK,  VA.,  November  18, 1862. 

GENERAL  :  I  advised  you  this  afternoon  of  the  reports  from  Wessells. 
The  boats  broke  last  night  en  route,  and  they  were  not  able  to  make  the 
bridge  support  the  artillery.  During  the  morning  the  enemy  were  in 
order  of  battle  back  from  where  he  proposed  to  cross.  He  has  shelled 
their  camps.  About  noon  he  moved  down  in  front  of  Franklin  and 
was  shelling  the  place.  They  are  superior  in  numbers,  and  he  thinks 
have  from  eight  to  twelve  pieces.  Only  one  wounded.  Have  advised 
him  to  move  in  near  the  Deserted  House  and  come  in  to-morrow.  A 
larger  infantry  force  is  needed  for  this  position  to  enable  us  to  cross 
that  river  in  the  presence  of  the  force  there,  and  the  supports  that  may 
be  sent  by  two  railways.  They  could  easily  have  re-enforced  from 
Weldon  during  the  day  or  from  Wakefield  or  Ivor. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe. 


NOVEMBER  22,  1862.— Reconnaissance  from  Williamsburg,  Va. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  the  Depart 
ment  of  Virginia. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  November  23,  18G2. 

A  reconnaissance  was  made  from  Williamsburg  yesterday  toward  the 
Chickahominy.  Killed  2  and  captured  6  of  the  enemy  and  took  11 
horses.  No  loss  on  our  side. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 
Major-General  HALLECK, 

Genera  I-  in-  Ch  \e. 


NOVEMBER  25,  1862.— Capture  of  the  United  States  steamer  Ellis,  New 

River,  N.  C. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Defenses 

of  Cape  Fear  River.* 

HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  November  28,  18C2. 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  pleasure  of  reporting  that  Captain  Newkirk, 
of  the  cavalry,  and  Captain  Adams,  with  a  section  of  a  field  battery, 
have  destroyed  a  steam  gunboat  of  the  enemy  on  New  River.  Her 
crew  escaped.  Her  armament,  ammunition,  small-arms,  and  many  ar 
ticles  of  value  will  be  saved.  The  enemy  attempted  to  fire  her,  but 
being  of  iron  but  little  damage  was  done.  Great  credit  is  due  to  Cap 
tains  Newkirk  and  Adams  and  t»heir  officers  and  men. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
Maj.  Gen.  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Richmond,  Va. 

*  For  reports  of  Commander  H.  K.  Davenport  nnd  Lieut.  William  B.  Cusliing,  U.  S. 
Navy,  see  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  December  1, 
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DECEMBER  2,  1862.— Skirmish  on  the  Blackwater,  near  Franklin,  Va. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  Department  of  Virginia. 
No.  2.— Maj.  Gen.  John  J.  Peck,  U.  S.Anny. 

NO.   1. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  the  Depart 
ment  of  Virginia. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  December  2,  1862. 

An  expedition  sent  out  from  Suffolk  yesterday  by  Major-General 
Peck  captured  to-day  the  celebrated  Petersburg  Rocket  Battery,  which 
was  taken  from  our  army,  and  drove  the  enemy  across  the  Blackwater 
at  Franklin.  We  have  thirty  odd  prisoners,  and  are  picking  up  more  in 
the  woods.  Many  of  the  enemy  killed  and  wounded  5  our  loss  trifling. 
I  will  furnish  details  by  mail. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Gencral-in-  Chief. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  December  4,  1862. 

GENERAL  :  I  sent  you  a  message  the  day  before  yesterday,  by  tele 
graph,  in  regard  to  an  action  near  the  Blackwater  between  a  party  of 
the  enemy  and  a  portion  of  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  sent 
out  from  Suffolk  by  Major-General  Peck  the  previous  day.  Colonel 
Spear,  of  that  regiment,  who  commanded  the  expedition,  returned  last 
night,  bringing  back  his  entire  force,  consisting,  in  addition  to  a  part  of 
his  own  regiment,  of  portions  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Illinois,  Colonel  O's- 
born;  Sixty-second  Ohio,  Colonel  Pond;  One  hundred  and  thirtieth 
New  York,  Colonel  Gibbs;  Sixth  Massachusetts,  Colonel  Follansbee; 
One  hundred  and  third  Pennsylvania,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Maxwell ;  two 
sections  of  Davis'  Massachusetts  Light  Battery  and  one  section  of  How 
ard's  battery,  Fourth  IT.  S.  Artillery;  in  all,  about  3,100  men.  The  ex 
pedition  was  sent  out  in  pursuance  of  the  object,  heretofore  explained 
to  you,  of  keeping  a  part  of  my  force  in  constant  motion,  and  also  to  as 
certain  the  truth  of  information  reported  to  Major-General  Peck  in  regard 
to  the  movement  of  the  enemy  in  the  vicinity  of  Franklin.  While  Colonel 
Spear's  force  was  breakfasting  his  pickets  were  driven  in,  and  a  charge 
was  made  by  about  500  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  with  a  section  of  a  rocket 
battery.  It  was  gallantly  met  by  Colonel  Spear,  at  the  head  of  300  of 
his  regiment,  and  the  enemy,  thrown  into  confusion  by  his  impetuous 
attack,  recoiled,  and  was  driven  over  his  floating  bridge  at  Franklin, 
which  is  protected  by  a  battery  of  heavy  guns.  Ten  or  12  of  the  enemy 
were  killed  and  20  were  taken  prisoners.  We  also  captured  14  horses, 
a  quantity  of  harness,  7  saddles,  42  rifles,  70  rockets  of  12  and  15  pounds, 
and  other  minor  articles.  We  sustained  no  loss  either  in  men  or  horses. 
General  Peck  speaks  in  high  terms  of  the  gallantry  of  Colonel  Spear, 
who  has  distinguished  himself  on  more  than  one  occasion  by  his  prompt 
and  spirited  movements  j  and  the  colonel  mentions  with  corarnen clarion 
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Major  Stratton  and  Lieutenants  Buttz  and  Koper,  of  his  regiment.  The 
enemy  retreated  so  suddenly  that  our  artillery  and  infantry  were  not 
brought  into  action.  The  enemy's  floating  bridge  swings  from  one  bank 
of  the  Blackwater,  which  is  very  narrow,  to  the  other,  and  is  withdrawn 
from  our  side  as  soon  as  his  forces  cross. 

Col.  J.  E.  Griffin  and  Major  Boggs  commanded  the  insurgents.     Gen 
eral  It.  A.  Pry  or  has  just  taken  command  at  Franklin. 

With  the  means  of  crossing,  the  enemy's  position  at  Franklin  might 
easily  have  been  attacked,  and  in  all  probability  carried. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 
Maj.  Gen.  II.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


No.  2. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  J.  Peck,  U.  8.  Army. 

SUFFOLK,  December  2,  1862. 

Our  expedition,  of  which  I  advised  you  yesterday,  has  been  a  great 
success.  Spies  were  sent  in  and  a  trap  was  sprung,  but  the  rebels  were 
caught.  They  attacked  the  advance  this  morning  beyond  Carrsville. 
We  repulsed  them,  capturing  the  famous  Petersburg  liocket  Battery, 
and  drove  the  whole  force  over  the  river.  We  are  now  shelling  Frank 
lin,  having  no  means  of  crossing. 

General  Roger  A.  Pry  or  in  command  at  Franklin  •  Col.  Joel  li.  Griffin 
commanding  the  cavalry  and  Major  Boggs  the  artillery;  thirty  odd 
prisoners  now,  more  being  found  in  the  woods ;  many  of  the  enemy 
killed  and  wounded.  Our  loss  trifling. 

Colonel  Spear  led  his  cavalry  most  gallantly  upon  the  enemy's  ad 
vance. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

Major-General  DIX,  Fort  Monroe. 


SUFFOLK,  December  2,  18G2. 

Til  view  of  operations  elsewhere,  and  of  the  fact  that  Spear  has  no 
means  of  crossing  except  with  much  loss  and  some  risk  of  failure,  I 
have  directed  him  to  hold  on  and  shell  the  place,  coining  in  to-night. 
The  victory  is  now  complete,  but  a  repulse  in  crossing  would  take  off 
the  edge.  The  rebels  have  been  tearing  up  the  rails,  so  that  we  are 
not  able  to-day  to  use  more  than  8  or  10  miles.  Parties  are  out  at 
work.  Will  we  get  any  pontoons  ? 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 
Major-General  ])ix,  Fort  Monroe. 


SUFFOLK,  VA..  December  3,  18(52. 

Oil  the  morning  of  the  1st,  contrabands  reported  that  the  rebels  were 
throwing  up  works  near  tUe  railway,  4  miles  this  side  of  Franklin.     I 
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ordered  Colonel  Spear  to  proceed  there  during  the  night  with  portions 
of  the  Thirty-ninth  Illinois,  Colonel  Osborn;  Sixty-second  Ohio,  Colonel 
Pond ;  One'  hundred  and  thirtieth  New  York,  Colonel  Gibbs ;  Sixth 
Massachusetts,  Colonel  Follansbee  5  One  hundred  and  third  Pennsyl 
vania,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Maxwell ;  two  sections  of  Davis',  one  of 
Howard's  artillery,  and  a  portion  of  his  cavalry — in  all  3,100— for  infor 
mation,  and  to  drive  off  any  force  that  he  found  there. 

No  works  were  found,  but  while  breakfasting  his  pickets  were  driven 
in  and  a  furious  charge  was  made  by  some  500  cavalry,  with  a  section 
of  a  rocket  battery. 

Colonel  Spear  took  300  of  his  cavalry  and  gallantly  led  them  upon 
the  head  of  the  column,  which  recoiled  under  this  impetuous  attack. 
Confusion  ensued ;  many  jumped  off  and  fled  into  the  woods,  while 
others  put  about  for  Franklin. 

The  cannoneers  and  horses  being  disabled,  the  gallant  Pennsylvanians 
made  quick  work  with  the  battery,  and  chased  the  Georgian  squadrons 
to  their  floating  bridge  under  the  guns  of  Franklin.  Besides  driving 
the  enemy  over  the  river  and  capturing  his  section,  10  or  12  were  killed 
and  20  made  prisoners.  Fourteen  horses,  harness,  7  saddles,  42  rifles, 
70  rockets  of  12  and  15  pound,  and  other  minor  articles  fell  into  our 
hands. 

No  portion  of  the  artillery  or  infantry  was  called  upon,  and  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  no  loss  of  men  or  horses  was  sustained.  Col.  J.  B. 
Gritlin  and  Major  Boggs  commanded.  General  E.  A.  Pryor  had  just 
assumed  command  and  was  making  his  reconnaissance  toward  Suffolk. 

This  brilliant  affair  entitles  Colonel  Spear  to  great  credit  and  adds 
to  his  already  high  reputation.     He  mentions  favorably  Major  Stratton 
and  Lieutenants  Buttz  and  Roper. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia,  &c. 


DECEMBER  8-12,  1862.—  Reconnaissances  from  Suffolk  to  the  Blackwater 
and  skirmishes  at  and  about  Zuni,  Va. 


No.  1.  —  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  Department  of  Virginia. 
No.  2.  —  Maj.  Gen.  John  J.  Peck,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Suffolk,  Va. 
No.  3.  —  Capt.  J.  II.  Sikes,  Company  D,  Seventh  Confederate  States  Cavalry. 

:NO.  i. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen,  John  A.  Dix,  V.  S.  Army,  commanding  tlie  Depart 

ment  of  Virginia. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  December  8,  18G2. 

The  troops  in  this  department  will  be  ready  to  move  at  short  notice. 
Banks'  expedition,  which  came  here  wanting  large  amounts  of  quarter 
master,  commissary,  and  ordnance  stores,  has  drawn  us  very  low,  but 
fresh  supplies  have  been  ordered,  In  furtherance  of  Foster's  move- 
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incut  a  cavalry  force  from  Suffolk  was  thrown  down  upon  the  Chowan. 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Blackwater,  to-day.  At  midnight  to-night  South 
Quay  camp  will  be  shelled.  On  Thursday  a  dash  will  be  made  on  Ivor, 
near  Zuui.  All  this  with  a  view  to  keep  the  enemy  busy  and  to  draw 
off  his  attention,  and.  if  possible,  his  troops  from  Weldon,  &c. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 
Major-General  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


FORT  MONROE,  YA.,  December  12.  1802. 

Some  of  our  cavalry  got  across  the  Blackwater ;  captured  a  captain,  a 
sergeant,  and  11  privates  and  killed  a  considerable  number  of  the  en 
emy.  Our  loss,  1  killed  and  11  wounded. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major -General. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-m-  Chief. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  December  13,  1862. 

GENERAL:  The  demonstrations  were  made  as  promised.  On  Mon 
day  we  had  a  considerable  force  near  the  mouth  of  the  Blackwater,  or 
its  junction  with  Chowan.  On  Tuesday  we  shelled  South  Quay.  On 
Thursday  we  were  to  have  been  at  Zuni,  but  from  the  badness  of  the 
roads  General  Ferry  did  not  get  there  till  yesterday  morning  (Friday). 
There  was  sharp  fighting  during  the  day,  but  we  did  not  succeed  in 
crossing,  except  with  a  small  part  of  our  cavalry. 

We  killed  a  considerable  number  of  the  enemy,  captured  a  captain,  a 
sergeant,  and  11  men,  and  drew  a  large  force  there — part,  as  we  sup 
pose,  from  Weldon.  We  had  1  man  killed  and  11  wounded. 

I  heard  from  General  Peck  last  night,  and  he  supposed  the  object  of 
the  demonstration  accomplished.  There  was  an  article  in  the  Northern 
papers,  which  went  to  Eichmond,  of  course,  stating  that  General  Emory 
had  sailed  from  this  post  to  re-enforce  you,  and  I  fear  this  false  report 
has  induced  the  enemy  to  strengthen  himself  in  your  front. 

Hoping  to  hear  favorable  news  from  you,  I  am,  respectfully  and 
truly,  general,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina. 


No.  2. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  J.  Peck,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Suffolk,  Va. 

SUFFOLK,  YA.,  December  8,  1.SC2. 

Besides  giving  Foster  Wessells'  old  brigade  I  proposed  making  a  se 
ries  of  demonstrations  toward  Blackwater  for  his  benefit,  if  practicable. 
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Accordingly  Colonel  Dodge  will  be  on  the  Chowan  at  noon  this  day,  at 
Manny's  Ferry,  and  give  the  impression  that  he  is  looking  for  a  cross 
ing.  Only  14  miles  from  railway  but  20  from  Suffolk.  About  midnight 
South  Quay  camp  will  be  shelled.  Thursday  night  dash  at  Ivor  or 
Franklin. 

Had  Wessells'  old  troops  remained,  proposed  making  clean  thing  of 
Franklin;  but  I  am  weaker  than  before.  These  new  men  do  not  know 
their  facings,  and  their  hearts  are  not  in  warfare,  judging  from  their 
desertions.  Can  you  loan  me  two  old  regiments  for  four  or  five  days, 
to  arrive  light  on  Wednesday  ?  We  must  not  fail  if  we  attempt  on 
Franklin.  Nottoway  Bridge  being  done  brings  Weldon  within  two 
hours'  time. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  Fort  Monroe. 


SUFFOLK,  December  8,  1862. 

I  alluded  to  the  arrival  of  two  regiments  at  Franklin  this  morning. 
This  is  confirmed ;  also  that  a  third  one  was  sent  down  on  Friday  to 
Wakefield  and  inarched  across  to  Franklin.  I  have  a  man  who  left 
Petersburg  on  Friday.  He  says  all  the  approaches  are  being  fortified ; 
that  infantry  and  artillery  were  sent  to  Wakefield ;  that  Jackson's  in 
fantry  was  falling  back  to  Eichmond.  He  was  told  that  a  brigade  of 
Stuart's  cavalry  was  coming  to  the  Black  water ;  that  the  troops  of 
General  French  had  been  ordered  this  way.  He  heard  that  5,000  had 
gone  from  here  to  Carolina. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major -Oeneral. 
General  Dix. 

SUFFOLK,  December  9,  18G2. 

We  shelled  the  rebel  camps  about  midnight  at  South  Quay. 
Has  been  very  cold ;  ice  thick  enough  to  bear  a  horse. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 
Major-General  Dix. 

SUFFOLK,  December  9,  1802. 

We  threw  seventy  odd  shells  into  the  South  Quay  camps  with  effect. 
Found  the  Chowan  strongly  picketed  and  watched.  A  brigade  and  500 
cavalry  on  the  Lower  Blackwater,  below  Franklin. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 
Maj  or- General  Dix. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  December  12, 18G2. 

Ferry's  command  was  all  night  on  the  route,  in  consequence  of  the 
numerous  detentions,  and  had  no  sleep.  Tbe  demonstrations  since  Mon 
day  having  been  very  successful  in  drawing  the  very  marked  attention 
of  the  enemy,  I  have  directed  the  return  to-morrow  of  the  commands. 
One  captain,  1  sergeant,  and  11  privates  were  captured  on  the  other 
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bank  iii  the  rifle  pits.  Sonic  of  our  horse  got  over.  The  river  was 
high,  not  fordable,  and  filled  with  obstructions,  so  that  they  could  not 
bridge  it  under  fire.  Our  loss,  1  killed  and  11  wounded.  Enemy's  loss 
considerable. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-General. 
Major-General  Dix. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  December  12,  1862. 

General  Ferry's  demonstration  is  having  the  effect  of  drawing  troops 
in  that  quarter,  so  that  on  the  whole  line  we  shall  greatly  benefit  Gen 
eral  Foster.  He  reports  the  river  all  blocked  with  trees  and  other  ob 
structions;  long  lines  of  rifle-pits  heavily  lined  with  sharpshooters. 
Brigade  of  cavalry  has  arrived  at  Ivor.  This  last  was  reported  to  me 
by  a  man  I  have,  and  is  confirmed.  Has  not  crossed.  Sharp  firing  now. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 
Major-General  Dix. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  December  12,  1862. 

Franklin  has  been  heavily  re-enforced.  Pryor  was  at  Carrsville  on 
Tuesday,  and  remained  with  5,000  infantry,  with  his  advance  near  Hol 
land's  Corners.  Spear  is  at  Carrsville  watching  the  flank  of  Ferry. 
This  corroborates  my  information  sent  you  from  deserters  and  contra 
bands.  Firing  in  direction  of  Zuni. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 
Major- General  Dix. 


[Addenda.] 

Memorandum  of  understanding  between  Captain  Flusser  and  General  Fos 
ter,  'December  6,  1862. 

1st.  Captain  Flusser  to  furnish  pilots  for  the  Chowan  Eiver  to  the 
army  transports. 

2d.  On  the  11  th  to  be  in  the  Upper  Chowan  with  one  or  two  gunboats ; 
more  gunboats  if  he  can  furnish  them.  These  are  to  be  re-enforced  by 
two  or  more  army  gunboats,  to  be  under  Captain  Flusser' s  command. 

3d.  To  communicate  with  Major- General  Peck,  commanding  at  Suffolk, 
by  means  of  parties  sent  from  Winfield.  The  letter  to  be  so  written 
that  if  it  falls  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  he  will  think  that  the  at 
tack  is  to  be  made  on  the  Blackwater  in  earnest  instead  of  being  a 
demonstration..  The  word  "co-operate*7  will  express  this  idea  to  Gen 
eral  Peck  in  speaking  of  your  assistance.  This  letter  must  be  sent  at 
once.  The  general  impression  to  be  given  to  those  who  may  communi 
cate  to  the  enemy  is  that  a  serious  attack  is  to  be  made  on  the  Black- 
water. 

4th.  The  coal-schooner  to  be  brought  ,up  by  Captain  Graves  is  to  be 
sent  back  to  Koanoke  Island  as  soon  as  the  immediate  wants  of  the 
gunboats  are  satisfied. 
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5th.  The  demonstration  on  the  Blackwater  is  to  continue  for  one  week 
from  the  llth,  unless  Captain  Flusser  hears  from  General  Foster  to  the 
contrary,  and  even  then  the  strong  show  of  force  is  to  continue  for  a 
few  days  longer,  and  even  until  General  Foster  sends  to  inform  him 
that  the  main  attack  is  completed.  The  force  then  is  to  make  some 
hostile  demonstration  on  the  llth,  to  keep  it  up  until  the  19th,  and  then 
to  maintain  a  hostile  attitude  until  he  hears  from  General  Foster. 

Gth.  General  Foster  will  write  to  General  Peck  through  the  canal, 
but  this  is  not  to  prevent  Captain  Flusser  sending  a  letter  also.  The 
rough  draught  of  a  suitable  letter  is  inclosed. 

C.  W.  FLUSSEK, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

Memorandum  of  understanding  between  Major-Oeneral  Peck  and  General 
Foster,  December  2,  1862. 

I.  Wessells'  brigade  to  be  at  the  lauding  on  the  Chowan,  near  Gates- 
ville,  some  time  during  the  day  or  night  of  the  Gth  (weather  permitting), 
the  transports  being  there  to  receive  them. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

2.  It  is  probable  that  a  movement  will  commence  as  follows,  viz : 

3.  Get  down  at  night  to  mouth  of  North  Kiver,  Albemarle  Sound. 

4.  Start  them — the  transports — to  the  Chowau. 

5.  Arrive  at  mouth  of  river  (Chowan). 

6.  Come  up  river. 

7.  Embark. 

8.  Start  for  W. 

9.  Arrive  at  W. 

10.  Prepare  for  march. 

II.  Start  out  8  miles. 

12.  March  to  K. 

13.  Attack  K. 

14.  March  toward  G. 

15.  Make  preliminary  attack. 
K).  Forcible  attack. 

17.; 

18.  >  Pretty  sure  of  being  before  G. 

19.) 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  December  12,  18G2. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER: 

Yours  of  the  llth  just  received.*  My  troops  left  yesterday,  and  are 
fighting  now. 

Captain  Flusser  has  misunderstood  the  tenor  of  my  message.  My 
intention  was  to  release  him  from  co-operation  on  F.  [Franklin],  as 

*  Not  found. 
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that  was  not  the  point  I  had  decided  to  strike.    Lest  the  courier  should 
be  captured  I  could  not  specify  the  place  on  the  Blackwater. 

A  copy  of  my  communication  of  this  date  is  inclosed,  which  will  more 
fully  inform  you. 
In  haste, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

SUFFOLK,  December  12, 18G2. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina  : 

The  brigade  of  Wessells  was  ahead  of  time  and  reached  you  in  good 
order  and  will  do  good  service. 

My  pontoons  did  not  arrive.  I  found  the  enemy  re-enforcing  F.  after 
we  took  the  Rocket  Battery  from  him,  and  I  resolved  to  strike  else 
where,  and  communicated  to  Captain  Flusser  my  intentions. 

Accordingly,  on  Monday,  I  sent  parties  to  the  Chowan  to  look  for 
crossings,  &c.;  on  Tuesday  morning  shelled  South  Quay,  &c.  These 
operations,  as  intended,  brought  additional  force  to  F.  and  the  lower 
river  line. 

At  noon  yesterday  all  my  available  force  left  for  the  demonstrations 
on  the  river.  The  command  should  have  been  across  Blackwater  at 
daylight,  but  has  been  delayed  by  the  terrible  condition  of  the  roads, 
five  hours  having  been  required  to  move  4  miles. 

At  this  hour  (11  a.  in.)  firing  is  heard  from  the  vicinity  of  Znni,  where 
the  Petersburg  Railroad  crosses  the  Blackwater.  Unless  we  draw  very 
heavily  from  Weldou  and  Petersburg  by  rail  some  results  should  attend 
in  addition  to  aiding  your  operations,  the  success  of  which  I  have  much 
at  heart. 

Your  favors  of  the  5th  and  8th  arrived  at  noon  yesterday. 
In  haste,  very  truly, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

P.  S. — Three  thousand  were  reported  in  F.  on  the  3d, -and  now  12,000 
at  F.  and  vicinity.  Heavy  additions  have  been  made  all  along  the  river 
up  to  Zuni. 


SUFFOLK,  YA.,  December  12,  1862. 
Maj  or- General  FOSTER, 

Neic  Berne,  N.  C.  : 

Have  sent  communications  to  you  via  Norfolk  and  Winfield,  giving 
you  some  details  of  my  series  of  demonstrations.  When  we  parted  the 
enemy  had  in  Franklin  about  3,000,  and  perhaps  as  many  more  in  the 
vicinity,  and  I  wls  inclined  to  strike  there.  Finding  the  river  wide  and 
deep  below  and  no  pontoons  to  be  obtained,  and  re-enforcements  arriv 
ing  there,  I  was  compelled  to  change  my  point  of  attack,  and  accord 
ingly  released  Captain  Flusser  from  his  co-operation.  Fearing  capture 
of  the  messengers,  I  did  not  tell  the  captain  where  I  should  make  the 
demonstrations. 

On  Monday  I  sent  cavalry  and  artillery  to  the  Chowan,  at  Manny's 
Ferry,  with  a  view  to  draw  the  enemy's  attention  in  that  quarter,  which 
was  entirely  successful.  About  1  a.  in.  on  Tuesday  the  camp  in  the 
vicinity  of  South  Quay  was  shelled. 
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Yesterday  I  sent  a  large  force,  cavalry  and  artillery,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Carrsville  and  Franklin,  and  from  Colonel  Spear,  commanding,  I  learn 
that  some  1.2,000  men  are  in  that  immediate  locality.  His  force  is  still 
in  that  quarter. 

Besides  the  movement  toward  Franklin  I  sent  yesterday  noon  every 
available  man  to  demonstrate  near  the  crossing  of  the  Petersburg  Kail- 
way  and  the  Blackwater  River.  The  command  is  still  in  that  direction 
and  has  occupied  the  attention  of  the  enemy  very  much,  who  have  been 
re-enforcing  by  railway,  &c.,  all  day. 
Truly,  yours, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

No.  3. 

Report  of  Capt.  J.  H.  SUces,  Company  D,  Seventh  Confederate  States 

Cavalry. 

SIR  :  According  to  your  order  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a 
report  of  the  engagement  my  command  had  "with  the  enemy  at  Joyner's 
Ford,  Blackwater  River,  Virginia,  on  December  12: 

I  was  ordered  by  Col.  [W.  C.]  Glaiborne  to  leave  Ivor  on*  the  10th 
and  repair  to  Joyner's  (distant  0  miles)  with  my  company  and  take  com 
mand  at  that  place.  About  1  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  I  re 
ceived  information  that  the  enemy  were  moving  in  the  direction  of  the 
ford  in  considerable  force  and  to  prepare  for  an  early  attack.  My  camp 
was  about  1  mile  west  of  the  ford.  I  ordered  my  men  into  line.  After 
inspection  I  marched  to  Joyner's  house,  200  yards  west  of  the  ford.  I 
there  halted,  dispatched  to  the  guard  (who  were  in  the  rifle-pit)  the  in 
formation  I  had  received  and  that  I  had  arrived  at  the  house.  After 
light  sufficient  had  appeared  we  discovered  the  enemy  had  taken  posi 
tion  in  our  front,  and  for  200  yards  above  and  below  the  ford,  behind 
trees,  stumps,  and  logs,  of  which  there  are  an  abundance,  it  being  a 
cypress  swamp.  Their  artillery  were  in  position  on  an  eminence  in  a 
field  some  400  yards  from  the  river.  I  divided  my  company,  taking  15 
men  with  me  in  the  rifle-pit  (which  was  rudely  and  hastily  constructed) 
and  ordered  Lieut.  [P.  A.  S.]  Morris  [Company  D],  with  12  or  15  men, 
to  deploy  down  the  river  below  the  ford  to  watch  the  enemy  and  report 
to  me  if  they  attempted  to  cross.  I  found  9  picket  guard  in  the  rifle- 
pit  (Capt.  [F.  E.]  Burke,  of  the  same  regiment).  Immediately  on  my 
entering  the  rifle-pit  the  enemy  opened  upon  us  a  heavy  fire  of  smali- 
arrns.  We  replied  with  equally  as  good  will,  and,  am  proud  to  say,  with 
a  great  deal  better  effect.  After  receiving  their  fire  for  some  time  and 
discovering  superior  numbers,  I  dispatched  to  Colonel  Claiborne  my 
condition.  After  an  almost  incessant  fire  for  more  than  an  hour  from 
their  infantry,  and  failing  to  dislodge  us,  they  ceased  firing  for  a  short 
time  for  the  purpose,  as  the  New  York  Herald's  correspondent  states, 
of  a  novel  cavalry  charge.  He  states  General  Peck  ordered  two  com 
panies  of  infantry  to  be  mounted  behind  two  of  cavalry,  charge  across 
the  river,  dismount  the  infantry,  drive  us  from  our  position  or  force 
us  to  surrender.  They  formed  in  a  field  to  our  left  and  came  down 
the  public  road  (which  runs  at  right  angles  with  the  river  until  within 
200  yards  of  the  ford,  when  it  turns  to  the  left  and  runs  nearly  parallel 
with  the  stream)  in  columns  of  fours  in  beautiful  and  almost  perfect- 
order.  When  they  arrived  opposite  the  rifle-pits  and  were  in  the  act  of 
forming  platoons  (as  they  could  have  crossed  in  columns  of  platoons, 
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the  ford  being  sufficiently  wide)  we  opened  a  volley  upon  them  which 
had  the  effect  of  emptying  a  number  of  saddles  and  throwing-  the  whole 
into  disorder.  While  attempting  to  reform  we  fired  so  rapidly  upon 
them  that  without  orders,  so  far  as  we  could  hear  (and  we  were  suffi 
ciently  near  to  hear  every  order  distinctly,  the  river  not  being  over  30 
yards  wide),  they  right-about  and  made  the  quickest  possible  time  to 
get  into  the  thick  woods. 

After  the  retreat  of  the  cavalry  the  enemy,  who  were  posted  behind 
trees  and  stumps,  poured  a  perfect  volley  of  oaths  and  imprecations  upon 
us,  expressive  alike  of  their  cowardice  and  degradation.  They  soon 
renewed  the  attack  with  both  infantry  and  artillery,  and  proving  unsuc 
cessful  from  their  position,  they  moved  two  howitzers  down  the  road 
within  100  yards  of  the  rifle-pit  and  opened  with  shell  and  canister, 
which  they  kept  playing,  I  suppose,  for  more  than  an  hour,  during  which 
time  we  took  chances  and  fired  occasionally.  About  this  time,  fearing 
they  would  make  another  charge  under  the  protection  of  their  artillery, 
I  dispatched  3  men  to  camps  to  secure  our  horses,  as  I  was  determined 
to  hold  the  pass  to  the  last  extremity.  I  dispatched  2  also  up  the 
river  to  watch  their  movements.  They  soon  returned  with  the  infor 
mation  that  the  enemy  were  crossing  above  the  ford.  I  immediately 
moved  up  the  river  with  all  my  force  except  3  men,  whom  I  left  in  the 
rifle-pit  with  orders  to  fire  as  rapidly  as  possible.  My  object  was  to 
prevent  their  crossing  until  re-enforcements  could  arrive,  which  I  was 
momentarily  expecting.  The  stream  divides  just  above  the  ford  and 
forms  a  small  island.  They  had  only  crossed  one  branch  and  had 
halted  on  the  island  and  discovering  our  movements  returned  in  their 
boats. 

While  I  was  preparing  to  meet  them  above  they  had  effected  a  cross 
ing  below  the  ford  by  means  of  pontoon  boats  at  a  deep  bend  of  the 
river  under  the  cover  of  dense  thicket.  As  soon  as  I  discovered  they 
had  landed  we  started  in  double-quick  for  Joyner's  house,  as  that  was 
our  only  chance  to  make  a  stand,  they  having  landed  ten  to  our  one. 
They  discovered  our  design  and  rushed  to  cut  us  off,  and  succeeded  in 
doing  so.  Our  only  chance  for  defense  then  was  a  rail  fence  diagonally 
to  our  right.  The  labor  and  exposure  we  had  been  subject  to  for  eight 
or  ten  hours  had  very  much  exhausted  us.  We  were  nearly  surrounded 
before  arriving  at  the  fence.  The  enemy  halted  and  fired  (one  company). 
The  result  was  one  of  my  men  was  instantly  killed.  I  received  a  severe 
wound  in  the  muscles  of  the  right  shoulder.  I  also  received  a  wound  in 
the  hand  while  in  the  rifle-pit,  which  caused  considerable  loss  of  blood. 
I  fell  on  receiving  the  wound  in  the  shoulder  and  my  men  halted  around 
me,  and  in  a  few  moments  we  were  surrounded  by  three  companies  of 
the  Thirteenth  Indiana  Eegimeut.  We  were  immediately  taken  over 
the  river  and  hurried  in  the  direction  of  Suffolk.  Soon  after  we  had 
crossed  the  river  our  artillery  came  up  and  opened  upon  the  enemy, 
which  had  the  effect  to  hasten  their  move  toward  Suffolk. 

Our  loss  was  as  follows :  Killed — Private  Thomas  Barker;  danger 
ously  wounded — Corpl.  W.  R  .Green;  taken  prisoners — Privates  William 
H.  Dean,  G.  W.  Gafford,  Thomas  J.  Hasty,  Chandler  Smith,  M.  B.  Smith, 
Jackson  0.  Spinks,  George  W.  Baily,  A.  M.  Brady,  Jeff.  Whitehead,  and 
W.  B.  Whitehead. 

Lieutenant  Morris'  men  were  so  posted  down  the  river  as  only  to  bring 
3  of  his  men  in  the  action. 

My  whole  force  in  the  rifle  pit  did  not  at  any  time  exceed  24,  making 
a  total  of  only  27  actually  engaged  with  the  enemy.  Before  our  cap 
ture  my  forces  were  greatly  reduced  by  sending  couriers  and  men  to 
secure  horses,  &c. 
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I  feel  it  but  just  to  state  liere  that  more  resolute  and  determined 
bravery  could  not  have  been  shown  than  that  which  was  exhibited  by 
our  little  band  in  defending  the  ford  for  more  than  four  hours  against  an 
enemy  of  an  overwhelming  force.  Their  forces  cannot  be  accurately 
stated,  but  from  their  own  published  accounts  they  had  at  and  near  the 
ford  eight  regiments  of  infantry,  two  regiments  of  cavalry,  and  one  bat 
tery  of  artillery.  They  report  men  killed  and  wounded  out  of  live  dif 
ferent  regiments. 

The  enemy's  loss  has  been  variously  estimated  by  citizens  living  on 
their  side  of  the  river.  Some  say  they  lost  over  100  in  killed  and 
wounded.  We  may  safely  say  from  what  we  saw  and  heard  while  we 
were  prisoners  that  their  loss  was  all  of  50  men  killed  and  wounded. 

The  object  of  the  enemy  was  very  apparent  from  the  fact  they  had  a 
large  train  of  wagons,  fifteen  or  twenty  pontoon-boats  (a  portion  of  which 
they  burned  on  their  retreat),  quite  a  number  of  ambulances,  and  every 
thing  necessary  for  the  advance  of  a  well-appointed  army. 

Before  closing  this  report  I  feel  it  due  the  officers  in  whose  iiands  we 
fell  to  mention  that  we  received  every  kindness  we  could  expect.    We 
lacked  nothing  for  our  comfort  they  could  reasonably  supply. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  SIKES, 
Captain  Company  D,  Seventh  C.  8.  Cavalry. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding  Department. 

[Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg,  Va.,  March  14,  1803. 

Kespectfully  forwarded.  This  is  a  record  of  a  very  successful  skirmish 
on  the  Black  water,  in  which  Captain  Sikes  and  his  men  greatly  distin 
guished  themselves. 

S.  G.  EBEXGH, 
Major-  General.  Commanding. 


DECEMBER  10,  1862.—  Attack  on  Plymouth,  N.  C. 


No.  1.  —  Capt.  Barnabas  Ewer,  jr.,  Third  Massachusetts  Infantry. 

No.  2.  —  First  Lieut.  Jonathan  T.  Mizoll,  Company  C,  First  North  Carolina  Infantry 

(Union). 
No.  3.  —  Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  G.  French,  C.  S.  Ariny. 

Xo.    1. 

Reports  of  Capt.  Barnabas  Ewer,  jr.,  Third  Massachusetts  Infantry. 

PLYMOUTH,  X.  C.,  December  10,  1802. 

SIR:  At  4.30  o'clock  this  morning  our  pickets  were  driven  in  by  a 
force  (as  near  as  we  can  estimate)  of  four  companies  of  infantry  and  one 
of  cavalry  and  four  pieces  of  artillery.  They  came  in  immediately,  driv 
ing  all  belbre  them.  Our  forces  (some  200  men),  after  making  all  the 

*  For  reports  of  Lieut.  Commander  Flusser  and  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Behm, 
U.  8.  Navy?  see  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  December  7,  1863, 
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resistance  possible,  took  refuge  in  the  custom-house.  The  artillery  was 
planted  so  as  to  fire  upon  us  there,  by  which  means  considerable  damage 
was  done.  The  town  was  fired  in  many  places,  and  this  morning  is  pretty 
much  destroyed,  including  the  building  used  for  headquarters  and  all 
things  therein. 

At  the  third  discharge  of  the  enemy's  artillery  the  gunboat  Southfield 
received  a  shot  through  the  boiler,  which  disabled  her,  but  her  captain 
kept  up  as  brisk  firing  as  his  crippled  condition  would  allow.  The  gun 
boat  Commodore  Perry  hearing  the  firing  came  to  our  assistance,  but 
was  too  late,  as  the  enemy  had  left. 

At  roll-call  this  morning  some  30  men  were  missing;  several  are 
wounded,  one  dangerously.  I  am  in  hopes  some  of  the  missing  will  come 
in,  but  some  are  no  doubt  prisoners.  A  number  of  the  enemy  are  known 
to  have  been  shot,  as  they  were  seen  to  fall,  but  were  carried  away  by 
their  comrades. 

Further  particulars  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  we  can  obtain  them. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  EWEE,  JR., 
Captain,  Commanding  Post. 

General  FOSTER. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Plymouth,  N.  C.,  December  11,  1862—7  p.  m. 

SIR  :  I  send  this  in  addition  to  my  first  (yesterday's)  report  of  the 
attack  upon  this  place.  The  attack  was  made  by  cavalry,  infantry,  and 
artillery,  their  combined  force  being  greatly  superior  to  our  own.  By 
their  artillery  they  were  enabled  to  cripple  the  only  gunboat  (Southfield) 
then  near  the  town,  and  to  inflict  considerable  injury  upon  the  custom 
house,  where  the  greater  part  of  our  forces  had  taken  refuge. 

After  the  Southfield  had  drifted  a  short  distance  down  the  river  she 
was  met  by  the  Commodore  Perry,  who  towed  her  up,  and  the  two  boats 
now  lie  opposite  the  town.  The  rebels  had  already  left  after  having 
been  here  over  an  hour. 

The  town  is  more  than  half  burned.  All  the  principal  buildings  on 
the  street  where  the  hotel  was  situated  are  gone.  Everything  in  head 
quarters  was  burned,  including  the  record  of  those  who  had  taken  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  and  some  muster  and  pay  rolls  which  were  to  be  for 
warded  to  other  garrisons  in  this  part  of  the  State.  Company  I  lost  15 
missing,  1  of  whom  is  doubtless  killed,  and  2  wounded,  1  dangerously. 

All  this  day  they  have  been  stationed  just  outside  the  town,  their 
pickets  being  within  a  mile  of  the  river.  We  have  not  sufficient  force 
to  warrant  an  attack  upon  them,  being  simply  able  to  perform  guard 
and  picket  duty,  and  even  this  conies  so  often  that  it  is  seriously  affect 
ing  the  health  of  the  men,  and  in  my  judgment  the  necessity  of  sending 
more  men  to  assist  in  that  duty  is  quite  apparent,  and  if  we  are  ex 
pected  to  do  anything  more  than  simply  to  stand  watch  over  the  site  of 
the  town  a  much  larger  force  seems  indispensable.  The  citizens  are 
pretty  generally  fleeing,  and  not  much  besides  negroes  will  soon  be  left. 
The  gunboats  are  ready,  however,  and  by  their  assistance  we  will  try 
to  give  the  rebels  a  reception  worthy  of  the  cause,  should  they  again 
become  the  attacking  party. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  EWEE,  JR., 
Captain,  Commanding  Post, 

General  FOSTER, 
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[Indorsement.] 

Write  to  Captain  Flusser,  asking  for  a  statement  of  the  way  the  troops 
behaved,  £c.* 

J.  G.  F. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Plymouth,  N.  C.,  December  30,  1S62. 

SIR:  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  December  10,  a  little 
before  5  o'clock,  our  pickets  were  driven  in  by  a  force  consisting  (as 
near  as  we  can  learn  from  apparently  reliable  sources)  of  at  least  000 
men,  composed  of  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery.  After  making  all 
possible  resistance  our  forces,  of  not  more  than  150  men  in  line,  mostly 
infantry,  retreated  to  the  custom-house.  This  movement  was  made  in 
accordance  with  the  plan  of  defense  which  has  always  contemplated  the 
tiring  by  the  gunboats  upon  the  town  if  attacked  by  a  large  force.  The 
artillery  was  planted  so  as  to  fire  upon  the  gunboat.  Only  one  boat 
(Southfield,  Captain  Behm)  was  here  (although  there  are  generally  two 
and  frequently  more),  and  she  arrived  the  day  before.  The  captain  was 
not  acquainted  with  the  avenues  of  approach  to  the  town.  The  third 
shot  from  the  artillery  passed  through  the  boiler  of  the  boat,  letting  the 
steam  out  and  crippling  her.  She  slowly  drifted  down  the  stream,  firing 
as  she  went. 

The  enemy  proceeded  to  set  fire  to  the  town,  and  after  an  hour  thus 
spent,  during  which  our  men  annoyed  them  as  they  could,  they  hur 
riedly  withdrew. 

Three  of  Company  I  were  wounded  (one  of  whom  has  since  died)  and 
15  are  missing,  one  of  whom  is  supposed  to  be  dead  and  the  others 
prisoners. 

I  herewith  transmit  Lieutenant  Fogerty's  report  of  his  loss.  I  also 
send  estimates  of  the  loss  sustained  by  each  company.! 

Several  of  the  enemy  were  seen  to  fall,  and  loud  calls  were  made  for 
their  ambulances.  Several  deserters  have  since  arrived,  who  report 
that  seven  companies  of  the  Seventeenth  North  Carolina  Eegimeut  com 
posed  the  infantry. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  EWER,  JR., 
Captain,  Commanding  Post. 

Colonel  RICHMOND. 

[In  closure.] 

PLYMOUTH,  December  30,  1862. 

DEAR  SIR  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  send  you  the  correct  list  of 
the  men  wounded  and  taken  prisoners  in  iny  company  at  the  attack  on 
Plymouth  the  night  of  the  10th.     We  had  1  man  wounded,  3  taken  pris 
oners,  and  none  killed.     This  is  a  correct  statement  of  the  attack. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  J.  FOGERTY, 

First  Lieutenant,  Comdg.  First  North  Carolina  Cavalry. 

Captain  EWER. 

*  See  "Addenda,"  p.  48,  tNot  found, 
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[Addenda.] 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  COMMODORE  PERRY, 

Plymouth,  N.  C.,  December  30,  1802. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G-.  FOSTER, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  North  Carolina,  New  Berne,  N.  C. : 
DEAR  GENERAL:  Admiral  Lee  wishes  me  to  remove  the  guns  from 
Cobb's  Point  and  further  demolish  the  battery,  if  you  have  no  objection. 
Concerning  the  behavior  of  the  troops  here  the  other  day,  I  hear  that 
Sergeant  Clift  and  some  of  the  North  Carolinians  behaved  well.     I  found 
some  of  the  Massachusetts  men  and  some  of  the  North  Carolinians  at 
the  custom-house  when  I  arrived. 

Captain  Ewer  was  on  board  the  Southfield,  1J  miles  down  the  river. 
I  asked  where  his  men  were,  and  he  said  he  did  not  know,  but  hoped 
most  of  them  were  in  the  swamp.    The  fact  is,  so  soon  as  the  Southfield 
fell  back  (which  she  ought  maybe  not  to  have  done)  Ewer  got  fright 
ened,  left  his  men,  and  went  on  board.     The  whole  affair  was  disgrace 
ful,  and  the  more  so,  as  it  has  since  been  ascertained  that  the  attacking 
party,  those  who  entered  the  town,  did  not  exceed  200  men.     1  shall 
write  you  again  to-morrow. 
Kind  regards  to  your  staff. 
Sincerely,  yours, 

C.  W.  FLUSSEK, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  First  Lieut.  Jonathan  T.  Mizell,  Company  0,  First  North  Car 
olina  Infantry  (Union). 

PLYMOUTH,  N.  C.,  December  1C,  18(32. 

SIR  :  1  resume  my  seat  for  the  purpose  of  informing  you  of  the  attack 
the  rebels  made  upon  our  little  village,  and  1  should  judge  from  all  the 
information  I  can  gather  and  from  what  I  saw  they  numbered  some  450 
strong — 300  infantry,  3  pieces  of  artillery,  and  70  cavalry.  About  4.30 
o'clock  they  drove  our  pickets  in  with  a  volley  from  their  infantry, 
and  in  fifteen  minutes  our  company  was  in  line,  and  as  the  odds  were 
too  great  for  our  little  force  I  deemed  it  most  prudent  to  fall  back  in 
the  rear  of  the  custom-house,  and  before  we  could  all  get  in  the  build 
ing  they  had  planted  their  pieces  of  artillery  on  the  wharf  and  had 
fired  some  three  rounds  at  the  Southfield,  and  the  third  lire  disabled 
her  boiler.  After  they  found  she  was  disabled  and  dropped  down  the 
river  they  moved  their  field  pieces  on  the  corner  opposite  headquarters, 
but  not  without  loss  of  some  men.  They  commenced  to  shell  the  cus 
tom-house,  and  as  they  passed  down  the  street  in  small  groups  our  men 
would  let  the  lead  liy  at  them  to  the  best  advantage,  and  J  do  assure 
you  our  little  North  Carolina  volunteers  behaved  most  nobly.  They 
were  calm  and  collected,  much  more  so  than  1  expected.  Sergeant 
Clift  was  informed  that  the  rebels  lost  15  killed  and  30  wounded,  some 
mortally  and  some  slightly,  and  the  information  he  got  yesterday  cor 
roborates  the  other  statements  we  received.  I  heard  they  had  four 
wagon  loads  of  killed  and  wounded.  Our  men  never  received  a  scratch. 
The  North  Carolina  cavalry  lost  3  men  prisoners  and  1  wounded.  Com 
pany  I,  of  Massachusetts,  lost  14  prisoners,  1  wounded,  and  1  missing. 
One  man  on  the  Southfield  lost  a  leg.  We  sustained  considerable  loss 
from  tire.  The  best  and  most  of  the  principal  part  of  the  town  are 
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burned  up.  The  families  of  our  men  were  left  without  a  change  of 
clothing,  and  they  are  in  a  distressed  condition.  Besides,  we  have  lost 
all  of  our  books,  pay  and  muster  rolls,  and  a  quantity  of  clothing  be 
longing  to  the  men  ;  some  ammunition.  They  captured  nothing  from 
the  Government,  but  pillaged  private  dwellings,  &c.  I  believe  I  have 
given  all  of  the  particulars  that  I  can  think  of  at  present. 

I  must  speak  of  something  else  in  your  last  communication.  You 
wrote  to  send  the  names  of  the  twelve  men  that  are  to  be  transferred  to 
the  cavalry  company,  and  inclosed  you  will  find  them  on  a  piece  of  paper, 
and  when  you  write  to  me  I  would  be  glad  if  you  will  send  me  the  orig 
inal  muster-roll,  so  we  can  get  the  time  of  enlistment  of  them,  as  all  of 
ours  were  destroyed  by  fire  in  Sergeant  Cliffs  house,  with  all  of  his 
property.  Also  please  send  me  a  morning-report  book;  monthly  and 
weekly  reports  also.  I  should  be  glad  to  have  a  descriptive  and  com 
pany  clothing  book ;  and  by  complying  you  will  greatly  oblige. 
Yours,  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  T.  MIZELL, 
First  Lieut.,  Comdg.  Company  C,  First  N.  C.  Infantry. 

Col.  E.  E.  POTTER. 

P.  S. — DEAR  SIR  :  We  have  not  yet  received  our  equipments  that 
were  left  at  Roanoke  Island,  and  as  soon  as  I  can  make  it  convenient  I 
shall  dispatch  Sergeant  Clift  for  them.  Please  answer  soon. 


No.  3. 
Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  G.  French,  C.  8.  Army. 

PETERSBURG,  VA.,  December  12, 1862. 

Plymouth,  N.  C.,  was  attacked  by  our  forces  under  Lieut.  Col.  [John 
C.]  Lamb,  of  the  Seventeenth  North  Carolina  Regiment,  and  captured 
on  the  10th  instant  at  5  a.  in.  The  enemy's  loss  severe ;  25  prisoners 
and  75  negroes  taken.  Town  reduced  to  ashes.  We  had  1  captain  and 
G  men  wounded ;  none  killed.  The  gunboat  protecting  the  town  was 
driven  away  disabled. 

S.  G.  FRENCH, 

Major-  General. 
General  S.  COOPER. 


DECEMBER  11-15,  1862.— Reconnaissance  from  Yorktown  to  Gloucester, 
Matthews,  King  and  Queen,  and  Middlesex  Counties  Va. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  M.  Naglee,  U.  S.  Army. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  BRIGADE, 

Yorktown,  Va.,  December  16,  1862. 

COLONEL  :  1  would  respectfully  report  that,  being  in  command  dur 
ing  the  absence  of  General  Keyes  and  believing  a  little  active  employ 
ment  would  be  of  service  to  the  men,  on  the  llth  instant,  at  6.30  a.  in., 
1  ordered  the  Fifty-second  Pennsylvania,  Colonel  Dodge;  Eleventh 
Maine,  Colonel  Plaisted  j  the  One  hundredth  New  York.  Colonel  Dandy ; 
the  Fifty-sixth  New  York,  Major  Wheeler ;  Battery  H,  First  New  York, 
4  R  R—VOL  XVHI 
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Lieutenant  Mink,  and  two  squadrons  of  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
Major  McCaudless,  to  proceed  to  Gloucester  Court-House,  where  I  fol 
lowed  and  arrived  at  G  p.  m. 

The  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  were  thrown  out  at  1  a.  m.  of  the 
12th  to  the  North  End  Mill,  on  the  Piankatank  Eiver  road,  preparatory 
to  the  landing  a  few  hours  later  of  Captain  Hall,  with  90  of  the  Sixth 
New  York  Cavalry,  below  Matthews  Court-House,  where  he  had  been 
conveyed  and  landed  in  an  admirable  manner  by  Capt.  Foxhall  Parker, 
under  the  protection  of  the  crew  and  guns  of  the  Mahaska,  assisted  by 
one  company  of  the  Independent  Battalion  of  New  York,  Colonel  Com 
fort, 

The  only  opposition  here  made  was  by  some  40  rangers,  who  immedi 
ately  fell  back,  and  continued  to  do  so  as  Captain  Hall  approached,  re 
peatedly  dispersing  into  the  woods  and  swamps  whenever  he  charged 
upon  them  and  as  often  reassembling. 

After  the  cavalry  arrived  and  reported  to  me,  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
12th  instant,  the  Fifth  was  ordered  to  Wood's  Cross-Roads  and  found 
the  picket  of  the  King  and  Queeu  Cavalry  advanced  to  that  place.  The 
main  road  to  Scuffletown  was,  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  thoroughly 
examined  beyond  that  place,  and  after  finding  no  enemy  in  force  in  that 
direction,  with  40  of  the  Sixth  New  York  and  the  cavalry  of  Major  Mc- 
Candless  I  pushed  the  reconnaissance  in  the  direction  of  Buena  Vista, 
the  headquarters  of  the  King  and  Queen  Cavalry.  At  2  miles  from  that 
place  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  were  held  in  reserve,  and  Captain  Hall, 
with  30  men,  was  sent  to  feel  the  position  of  the  King  and  Queen  Cav 
alry.  He  soon  came  in  contact  with  their  pickets,  but  they  gave  way ; 
he  got  within  300  yards  of  their  main  force,  but  they  would  not  stand. 
After  repeated  attempts  he  got  within  150  yards  and  dismounted ;  tired 
a  volley,  which  wounding  several,  they  again  retreated.  Hall  mounted 
and  pursued  and  ran  them  through  their  encampment  and  2  miles  be 
yond  it  to  Centreville.  I  then  directed  the  barracks,  stables,  and  all 
of  their  commissary  stores  to  be  burned  and  some  arms  found  on  the 
premises  to  be  brought  away.  It  being  now  late  in  the  afternoon,  the 
One  hundredth  New  York,  Colonel  Dandy,  was  ordered  forward  to 
Wood's  Cross-Eoads  and  the  cavalry  to  bivouac  for  the  night  at  that 
place." 

On  the  following  day,  at  6  a.  in..  Major  McCaudless'  cavalry  and  those 
of  Captain  Hall  were  sent  into  Middlesex  County,  some  G  miles  beyond 
the  Dragon  Ordinary,  to  destroy  a  large  tannery,  which  was  manufact 
uring  a  large  quantity  of  leather  for  the  use  of  the  rebel  army,  the  ma 
chinery,  buildings,  and  2,000  tanned  hides  being  destroyed.'  Several 
wagon  loads  of  finished  leather  were  brought  away,  with  the  proprietors 
of  the  establishment,  whom,  I  would  recommend,  should  take  the  oath 
not  to  aid  the  rebel  army  in  future. 

On  the  night  of  the  14th  the  One  hundredth  New  York,  followed  by 
the  Sixth  New  York  Cavalry,  retired  from  Wood's  Cross-Eoads,  by  the 
way  of  Belle  Eoy,  while  the  rest  of  the  command  marched  directly  to 
Gloucester  Point,  followed  by  Major  McCandless,  and  by  4  p.  m.  of  the 
15th  instant,  with  the  exception  of  the  cavalry,  all  had  returned  to  their 
encampments  at  Yorktown,  without  the  loss  of  a  man  or  an  animal. 
We  found  irregular  cavalry  (rangers)  formed  in  Matthews,  Gloucester, 
King  and  Queen,  and  Middlesex.  The  most  of  them  were  not  in  uni 
form,  and  were  engaged  in  catching  runaway  negroes  and  in  forward 
ing  supplies  to  Eichmond.  As  soon  as  they  were  attacked  they  scat 
tered,  and  it  wras  impossible  to  pursue  them.  The  only  means  I  could 
advise  to  meet  the  difficulty  was  to  take  horses  and  arms  from  the  citi- 
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zens,  which,  from  the  effect  immediately  apparent,  I  believe  the  most 
effectual. 

I  found  several  large  herds  of  hogs  and  sheep  on  the  road  to  the 
commissariat  at  Eichmond,  and  I  did  not  hesitate  to  turn  their  direc 
tion  toward  our  lines.  With  almost  equal  want  of  hesitation  I  directed 
my  quartermaster  to  take  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  and  cows  from  those 
who  had  an  abundance,  and  report  to  me  an  accurate  account  of  every 
thing  taken,  and  from  whom  taken,  that  a  proper  record  be  kept  to 
meet  any  demands  hereafter. 

Among  some  15  or  20  prisoners  taken,  one-half  of  them  were  of  the 
army.  I  found  Captain  Seawell,  a  prominent  citizen  of  the  counties 
named  that  dragged  Virginia  into  secession,  and  who  I  found  engaged 
in  forming  new  companies  of  rangers. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  referring  to  the  conduct  of  Captain  Hall,  who 
charged  and  ran  five  times  his  number  of  the  King  and  Queen  Cavalry 
through  their  encampment.  His  command  marched  over  90  miles,  and 
performed  thpir  duties  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

Major  McCandless  deserves  special  notice,  but  I  regret  that  I  cannot 
include  his  command,  some  of  whom  procured  whisky  by  threatening 
the  families  of  private  residences. 

To  Colonel  Plaisted  and  his  regiment  I  return  unqualified  thanks  for 
the  unexceptionable  manner  they  performed  every  duty. 

The  military  conduct  of  the  rest  of  the  command  was  good,  but  much 
censure  is  due  to  the  officers  and  their  men  for  petty  thieving  practiced 
upon  the  people  of  the  country.  The  conduct  of  the  Fifty -sixth  Kew 
York  was  disgraceful  in  this  respect,  and  I  have  arrested  the  command 
ing  ofiicer  and  shall  prefer  charges  against  him. 

In  conclusion  I  would  report  that  the  four  days7  reconnaissance  to 
Matthews,  Gloucester,  King  and  Queen,  and  Middlesex  was  entirely 
successful,  and  that  the  objects  for  which  it  was  made  have  been  fully 
accomplished. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

HENEY  M.  NAGLEE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Lieut.  Col.  1).  T.  VAN  BUKEN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  Virginia. 
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DECEMBEE  11-20,  1862.—  Expedition  from  New  Berne  to  Goldsborough,  N.  C, 

SUMMARY  OIF1  THE  IPniN'CII'^L  IG  VENTS. 

Dec.  11-12,  1862.  —  Skirmishes  on  tlio  Kinston  Road. 

12-15,  1862.  —  Naval  operations  on  the  Nouso  River. 
13-14,  1862.—  Skirmishes  at  Southwest  Creek, 

14,  1862.  —  Engagement  at  Kinston. 

15,  1862.—  Affair  at  White  Hall  Bridge. 

16,  1862.—  Engagement  at  White  Hall. 

Affairs  at  Mount  Olive  Station  and  Gosheu  Swamp. 

17,  1862.—  Raid  on  Dudley  Station. 

Engagement  at  Goldsborough  Bridge. 
Skirmish  at  Thompson's  Bridge. 


No.    1.  —  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  Department  of  North 

Carolina. 

No.    2.  —  Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces. 

No.    3.  —  Capt.  David  A.  Taylor,  Third  Now  York  Light  Artillery,  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
No.    4.—  Col.  James  H.  Ledlio,  Third  New  York  Light  Artillery,  Chief  of  Artillery, 

commanding  Artillery  Brigade,  of  operations  December  11-17. 
No.    5.—  Capt.  Edwin  S.  Jenney,  Battery  F,  Third  New  York  Light  Artillery,  of  en 

gagements  at  Kinstou  and  White  Hall,  December  14  and  16. 

No.    6.  —  Maj.Chas.  Fitz  Simmons,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  of  operations  Dec.  15audl7. 
No.    7.  —  Maj.  Jeptha  Garrard,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  of  operations  Dec.  15-17. 
No.    8.—  Capt.  John  F.  Moschell,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  of  operations  Dec.  11-16. 
No.    9.  —  Capt.  Newton  Hall,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  of  operations  December  12-16. 
No.  10.—  Capt.  Ferris  Jacobs,  jr.,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  of  operations  Dec.  13-14. 
No.  11.  —  Capt.  George  W.  Cole,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  of  operations  Dec.  12-16. 
No.  12.  —  Col.  Thomas  J.  C.  Amory,  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  commanding 

First  Brigade,  First  Division,  of  engagements  at  Kinstou,  White  Hall,  and 

Goldsborough  Bridge,  December  14,  16,  and  17. 
No.  13.  —  Lieut.  Col.  John  F.  Fellows,  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  of  engage 

ments  at  Kinston,  White  Hall,  and  Goldsborough  Bridge,  Dec.  14,  16,  and  17. 
No.  14.  —  Maj.  John  G.  Chambers,  Twenty-third  Massachusetts  Infantry,  of  operations 

December  11-16. 

No.  15.  —  Col.  Charles  L.  Holbrook,  Forty  -third  Massachusetts  Infantry. 
No.  16.  —  Col.  Charles  R.  Codmau,  Forty-fifth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  of  engagements 

at  Kiuston  and  White  Hall,  December  14  and  16. 

No.  17.  —  Col.  Augustus  B.  R.  Sprague,  Fifty-first  Massachusetts  Infantry. 
No.  18.  —  Col.  Thomas  G.  Stevenson,  Twenty-  fourth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  com 

manding  Second  Brigade,  of  engagements  at  Kiuston,  White  Hall,  and 

Goldsborough  Bridge,  December  14,  16,  and  17. 
No.  19.  —  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  Loggott,  Tenth  Connecticut  Infantry,  of  engagement  at 

Kinston,  December  14. 
No.  20.  —  Col.  Horace  C.  Lee,  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  Infantry,  commanding 

Third  Brigade. 

No.  21.  —  Maj.  Josiah  Pickott,  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  Infantry. 
No.  22.—  Lieut.  Col.  William  S.  Shurtleff,  Forty-sixth  Massachusetts  Infantry. 
No.  23.  —  Col.  Charles  A.  Ileckmau,  Ninth  New  Jersey  Infantry,  First  Brigade,  Second 

Division. 

*  For  report  of  Commander  A.  Murray,  U.  S.  Navy,  see  Annual  Report  of  the  Secre 
tary  of  the  Navy,  December  7,  1863. 
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No.  24.  —  Maj.  Abram  Zabriskio,  Ninth  Now  Jersey  Infantry. 

No.  25.  —  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Wcssolls,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  Peck's 

Division,  of  operations  December  5-21.  i  •;' 

No.  2G.—  Lieut.  Col.  Abijah  J.  Well  man,  Eighty-fifth  New  York  Infantry,  of  engage 

ment  at  Kinston,  December  14. 
No.  27.  —  Col.  Lewis  C.  Hunt,  Ninety-second  New  York  Infantry,  of  engagement  at 

Kinston,  December  1.4. 
No.  28.  —  Capt.  George  W.  Hinds,  Ninety-sixth  New  York  Infantry,  of  engagement  at 

Kinston,  December  14. 
No.  29.—  Col.  Joshua  B.  Ilowell,  Eighty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  operations 

December  13-17. 
No.  30.  —  Maj.  Alexander  W.  Taylor.  One  hundred  and  first  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of 

engagement  at  Kinston,  December  14. 
No.  31.  —  Lieut.  Col.  Wilson  C.  Maxwell,  One  hundred  and  third  Pennsylvania  In 

fantry,  of  engagement  at  Kinston,  December  14. 
No.  32.  —  Lieut.  Col.  Horace  A.  Manchester,  First  New  York  Marino  Artillery,  of  naval 

operations  on  the  Neuso  River,  December  12-15. 
No.  33.  —  Maj.  Gen.  Gnstavus  W.  Smith,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  North 

Carolina  and  Southern  Virginia,  of  operations  December  13-18. 

No.  34.  —  Lieut.  Col.  Walter  H.  Stevens,  C.  S.  Engineers,  of  operations  December  16-17. 
No.  35.  —  Brig.  Gen.  Nathan  G.  Evans,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Brigade,  of  operations 

December  13-17. 
No.  3G.  —  Col.  Peter  Mallott,  North  Carolina  Battalion,  of  engagement  atKiuston,  De 

cember  14. 
No.  37.—  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  L.  Clingman,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Brigade,  of  en 

gagement  at  Goldsborough  Bridge,  December  17. 
No.  38.  —  Lieut.  Col.  Stephen  D.  Pool,  C.  S.  Artillery,  of  engagement  at  Goldsborough 

Bridge,  December  17. 
No.  39.  —  Brig.  Gen.  Beverly  II.  Robertson,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Brigade,  of  en 

gagement  at  White  Hall,  December  16. 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster,  T7.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  De 
partment  of  Nortli  Carolina. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

Kinston^  December  14,  1862. 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  left  New  Berne  for 
this  place  on  the  llth,  but  that  owing  to  the  bad  roads  and  consequent 
delays  to  train,  &c.,  I  did  not  reach  Southwest  Creek  (5  miles  from 
this  town)  till  the  afternoon  of  the  13tli.  The  enemy  were  posted  there, 
but  by  a  heavy  artillery  lire  in  front  and  vigorous  infantry  attack  on 
either  flank  I  succeeded  in  forcing  a  passage  and  without  much  loss. 

This  morning  I  advanced  on  this  town  and  found  the  enemy  strongly 
posted  at  a  defile  through  a  marsh  bordering  a  creek.  The  position 
was  so  well  chosen  that  very  little  of  our  artillery  could  be  brought  in 
play.  The  main  attack  therefore  was  made  by  the  infantry,  assisted  by 
a  few  guns  pushed  forward  on  the  roads.  We  succeeded,  after  five 
hours'  hard  fight,  in  driving  the  enemy  from  their  position.  We  fol 
lowed  them  rapidly  to  the  river  ;  the  bridge  over  the  Neuse  at  this  point 
was  prepared  for  firing  and  was  fired  in  six  places,  but  we  were  so  close 
behind  them  that  we  saved  the  bridge.  The  enemy  retreated  precipi 
tately  by  the  Goldsborongh  and  -  roads.  Their  force  was  about 
6,000  men,  with  twenty  pieces  of  artillery.  The  result  is  we  have  taken 
Kinston,  captured  eleven  pieces  of  artillery,  taken  400  or  500  prisoners, 
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and  found  a  large  amount  of  quartermaster's  and  commissary  stores. 
Our  loss  will  not  probably  exceed  200  killed  and  wounded. 

I  inarch  to-morrow  at  daylight  on  Goldsborough.     From  that  point  I 
return  to  New  Berne,  whence  I  will  make  a  more  detailed  report. 
I  am,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER. 
Major- Gen  era!  HALLE  OK. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

New  Berne,  N.  (7.,  December  20,  1862. 

GENERAL  :  Referring  to  mine  of  the  14th  instant,  from  Kinston,  I  have 
the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  succeeded  in  reaching  Goldsborough  and 
in  burning  the  railroad  bridge  of  the  Weldon  and  Wilmington  Railroad 
at  that  point.  The  bridge  at  Mount  Olive  I  also  destroyed,  and  about  4 
miles  of  track.  I  encountered  and  defeated  the  enemy  at  Kinston,  White 
Hall,  Thompson's  Bridge,  and  Goldsborough. 

My  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  will  not  exceed  400.*  The 
enemy's  loss  I  have  not  ascertained.  I  have  taken  nine  pieces  of  artil 
lery,  about  500  prisoners,  and  destroyed  some  quartermaster's  and  com 
missary  stores. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

New  Berne,  N.  (7.,  December  27,  1862. 

GENERAL  :  Referring  to  niy  letters  of  December  10, 14,  and  20, 1  have 
the  honor  to  report  that  I  left  this  town  at  8  a.  m.  of  the  llth  with  the 
following  forces : 

General  Wessells'  brigade  of  General  Peck's  division  (kindly  loaned 
to  me),  Colonel  Amory's  brigade,  Colonel  Stevenson's  brigade,  Colonel 
Lee's  brigade — in  all,  about  10,000  infantry  ;  six  batteries  Third  New 
York  Artillery,  30  guns ;  Belger's  battery  First  Rhode  Island  Artillery, 
G  guns  5  section  of  Twenty-fourth  New  York  Independent  Battery,  2  guns  j 
section  of  Twenty-third  New  York  Independent  Battery,  2  guns — total, 
40  guns ;  the  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  about  640  men. 

We  marched  the  first  day  on  the  main  Kinston  road  about  14  miles, 
when,  finding  the  road  obstructed  by  felled  trees  for  half  a  mile  and  over, 
I  bivouacked  for  the  night,  and  had  the  obstructions  removed  during  the 
night  by  the  pioneers. 

I  pushed  on  the  next  morning  at  daylight.  My  cavalry  advance  en 
countered  the  enemy  when  about  4  miles  from  the  bivouac  of  the  pre 
vious  night,  and  after  a  sharp  but  brief  skirmish  the  enemy  were  routed 
with  some  loss.  On  arriving  at  the  Vine  Swamp  road  I  ordered  Captain 
Hall,  with  three  companies  "of  cavalry,  to  push  on  up  the  main  Kinston 
road  as  a  demonstration,  while  the  main  column  proceeded  by  the  Vine 
Swamp  road  to  the  left,  thereby  avoiding  the  obstructions  and  the  enemy 
on  the  main  road.  Captain  Hall  encountered  the  enemy  in  some  force, 
but  after  a  severe  figbt  whipped  them,  taking  18  prisoners  and  killing 
a  number.  The  march  of  the  main  column  was  somewhat  delayed  by 
the  bridge  over  Beaver  Creek  being  destroyed.  This  was  rebuilt,  and 
I  pushed  on,  leaving  a  regiment  (Fifty-first  Massachusetts)  and  a  sec 
tion  of  artillery  (Twenty-third  New  York)  at  the  bridge  to  hold  it  and 
to  protect  the  intersection  of  the  main  road  and  the  road  I  was  on,  to 

*  But  sec  revised  statement,  p.  60. 
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support  Captain  Hall,  and  to  prevent  any  force  driving  him  back  and 
occupying  the  cross-roads  in  the  rear.  Tlio  main  column  pushed  011 
about  4  miles  and  bivouacked  for  the  night.  There  was  some  cavalry 
skirmishing  during  the  day. 

On  Saturday,  the  13th,  we  again  started,  leaving  the  second  main 
road,  the  one  I  was  on,  to  the  right,  and  leaving  at  this  intersection  the 
Forty-sixth  Massachusetts  and  one  section  of  artillery  (Twenty-fourth 
New  York)  to  hold  the  position,  and  feint  on  the  second  main  road.  We 
reached  Southwest  Creek,  the  bridge  over  which  was  destroyed,  and 
the  enemy  posted  on  the  opposite  bank,  some  400  strong,  with  three 
pieces  of  artillery.  The  creels:  was  not  fordable,  and  ran  at  the  foot  of 
a  deep  ravine,  making  a  very  bad  position  for  us.  I  ordered  a  battery 
in  as  good  a  position  as  could  be  obtained,  and  under  their  fire  the 
Ninth  New  Jersey,  which  had  the  advance,  pushed  gallantly  across  the 
creek  by  swimming,  by  fragments  of  the  bridge  and  by  a  mill-dam,  and 
formed  on  the  opposite  bank.  At  the  same  time  the  Eighty-fifth  Penn 
sylvania,  of  General  Wessells'  brigade,  forced  a  passage  by  the  felling 
of  trees  and  fording  about  half  a  mile  below  the  bridge,  and  engaged 
the  enemy's  left,  who  thereupon  retired  and  deserted  his  breastworks. 
I  had  ordered  the  Twenty-third  Massachusetts,  of  Colonel  Amory's 
brigade,  to  cross  at  the  mill  to  support  the  Ninth  New  Jersey,  and  also 
crossed  the  remainder  of  General  Wessells'  brigade.  Colonel  Ileck- 
rn  an,  with  the  Ninth  New  Jersey,  advanced  and  was  fired  upon,  when 
about  1  mile  from  the  creek,  with  canister  and  musketry.  The  regi 
ment  charged  at  double-quick,  drove  the  enemy,  took  some  prisoners, 
and  captured  a  G-pouuder  gun,  caisson,  &c.,  complete.  General  Wes 
sells  bivouacked  on  the  farther  side  of  the  creek  with  the  Ninth  in  the 
advance.  The  balance  of  the  command,  with  the  artillery,  remained  on 
this  side  of  the  creek.  The  Ninth  New  Jersey  ;  Company  K,  Third  New 
York  Cavalry,  and  Morrison's  battery  Third  New  York  Artillery,  had 
quite  a  skirmish  with  the  enemy,  but  drove  him  and  encamped  for  the 
111  glit.  From  the  south  side  of  the  creek  I  sent  a  company  of  cavalry  to 
strike  and  proceed  up  the  Kinstoii  road,  No.  2  (I  was  on  No.  3).  The 
company  proceeded  up  the  road  toward  Kinstou,  and  found  the  enemy 
posted  by  a  bridge,  which  was  prepared  to  be  destroyed.  The  company 
charged  them,  and  they  retired  with  some  loss,  destroying  the  bridge. 
The  enemy's  force  at  this  place  was  estimated  at  one  regiment  and  four 
pieces  of  artillery.  Major  Garrard,  with  three  companies  of  cavalry 
and  one  gun  of  Allis'  section  of  artillery,  proceeded  on  a  reconnaissance 
on  a  road  leading  to  White  Hall.  After  following  this  road  about  10 
miles,  and  having  met  with  no  opposition,  they  rejoined  the  main 
column. 

Sunday,  the  14th  instant,  Ladvanced  the  column,  and  when  about  1 
mile  from  Kinston  encountered  the  enemy  in  strong  force.  They  were 
posted  in  strong  position  in  the  wood,  taking  advantage  of  the  ground, 
which  formed  a  natural  breastwork.  Their  ppsitlon  was  secured  on  their 
right  by  a  deep  swamp  and  their  left  was  partially  protected  by  the 
river.  The  Ninth  New  Jersey  was  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  General 
Wessells'  brigade,  with  Morrison's  battery  Third  New  York  Artillery, 
was  ordered  to  advance  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  road,  the  battery 
being  sent  to  our  extreme  right  supported  by  one  of  General  Wessells' 
regiments.  Colonel  Amory's  brigade  was  then  advanced,  the  Seven 
teenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers  being  sent  to  support  Colonel  Heck- 
man  on  the  right,  and  two  regiments  (Twenty-third  and  Forty-fifth 
Massachusetts)  advanced  up  the  road.  My  artillery  (three  batteries)  I 
posted  in  a  large  field  on  the  right  of  the  road  and  about  three-fourths 
of  a  mile  in  rear  of  our  line  of  attack,  the  only  position  they  could  be 
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placed  in.  I  then  ordered  Colonel  Stevenson's  brigade,  with  Belger's 
Rhode  Island  battery,  forward.  The  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts  sup 
ported  this  battery,  and  the  Fifth  Rhode  Island,  Tenth  Connecticut,  arid 
Forty-fourth  Massachusetts  were  ordered  forward,  the  two  former  on  the 
left  of  the  road  and  the  latter  on  the  right,  to  support  the  regiments 
there  in  pushing  the  enemy  and  turning  that  flank. 

The  Tenth  Connecticut  advanced  steadily  to  the  extreme  front,  re 
lieving  two  of  Wessells'  brigade,  which  were  short  of  ammunition,  and 
after  receiving  a  terrible  fire  for  some  twenty  minutes  made  u  most  gal 
lant  charge  in  conjunction  with  the  Ninety-sixth  Regiment  New  York 
Volunteers  of  General  Wessells'  brigade,  which,  with  the  advance  al 
ready  made  (slowly,  but  surely)  of  the  entire  line,  forced  the  enemy  to 
retreat  precipitately  for  the  bridge  over  the  Neuse,  which  they  crossed, 
firing  the  bridge,  which  had  been  prepared  for  that  purpose.  Several 
regiments  were  so  close,  however,  that  about  400  prisoners  were  taken 
from  the  enemy.  A  line  was  formed  to  the  river  and  the  fire  extin 
guished  before  great  damage  was  done. 

The  Ninth  New  Jersey  and  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Regiments 
and  General  Wessells'  brigade  were  at  once  crossed,  pushed  into  the 
town,  and  halted.  I  ordered  the  bridge  to  be  at  once  repaired  for  the 
crossing  of  cavalry  and  artillery. 

General  Evans  retired  about  2  miles  from  town  with  his  command 
and  formed  line  of  battle.  I  sent  a  flag  of  truce  to  inquire  whether  he 
proposed  to  surrender.  He  declined.  I  immediately  prepared  to  at 
tack  him,  but  knowing  that  he  had  three  light  batteries  and  one  section 
to  start  with,  was  unwilling  to  sacrifice  my  men,  and  waited  for  my  ar 
tillery  to  cross.  I  ordered  Batteries  E  and  I,  Third  New  York  Artillery, 
to  shell  the  enemy  with  their  20-pounder  Parrotts  (four  in  number)  from 
the  opposite  bank,  and  crossed  Colonel  Amory's  brigade  with  all  dis 
patch  ;  but  before  I  could  attack  the  enemy  they  had  retired,  and  it  being 
by  this  time  night  I  was  unable  to  pursue ;  moreover,  my  object  was 
accomplished. 

The  troops  bivouacked  in  the  field  beyond  the  town  that  night;  a 
provost  guard  was  established  for  the  protection  of  the  town  arid  all 
necessary  precautions  were  taken.  I  sent  Captain  Cole,  Company  K, 
Third  Regiment  New  York  Cavalry,  down  the  east  bank  of  the  Neuse  to 
a  work  commanding  the  river.  He  reported  it  deserted,  with  six  guns 
in  position,  and  the  work  to  be  of  great  strength.  I  sent  the  company 
back  with  teams  to  bring  up  the  guns  and  blow  up  the  magazine. 
Captain  Cole  being  unable  to  remove  the  two  heavy  guns,  one  8-inch 
columbiad  and  one  32-pounder,  destroyed  them,  and  brought  back  four 
field  pieces  complete.  These,  with  two  others  deserted  by  the  enemy 
and  the  one  taken  by  the  Ninth  New  Jersey,  I  sent  to  New  Berne,  un 
der  escort  of  Captain  Cole's  company  (K)  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 

The  next  morning,  the  15th,  I  recrossed  the  river  and  took  the  river 
road  for  Goldsborough.  I  left  a  strong  guard  of  cavalry  in  the  town, 
under  Major  Fitz  Simmons,  to  make  a  demonstration  on  the  Goldsbor 
ough  road  on  that  side  of  the  river.  Colonel  Ledlie,  Third  New  York 
Artillery,  remained  to  destroy  commissary  and  quartermaster's  stores 
and  burn  the  bridge.  Major  Fitz  Simmons  advanced  some  9  miles  in 
the  direction  of  Goldsborough,  when,  hearing  the  whistle  of  a  locomo 
tive,  he  fired  three  shots  in  the  direction  of  the  sound,  upon  which  the 
train  immediately  returned  in  the  direction  of  Goldsborough.  Colonel 
Ledlie,  before  leaving  Kinston,  destroyed  a  locomotive,  a  railroad  mon 
itor,  &c. 

I  advanced  without  opposition  to  within  3J  miles  of  White  Hall, 
where  I  halted  for  the  night.  I  sent  Major  Garrard  with  three  com- 
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panics  of  cavalry  to  make  a  reconnaissance  to  White  Hall.  He  found 
one  regiment  and  four  guns  on  our  side  of  the  bridge  over  the  Neuse, 
but  they  quickly  retreated  as  he  approached,  firing  the  bridge  effect 
ually. 

The  next  morning  (16th)  I  ordered  Major  Garrard,  with  five  compa 
nies  Third  New  York  Cavalry  and  one  section  of  artillery  Twenty -third 
Ne^y  York,  to  proceed  to  Mount  Olive,  a  station  on  the  Wilmington  and 
Weldon  Railroad,  14  miles  below  Goldsborough.  In  passing1  White 
Hall  en  route  for  Mount  Olive  his  command  was  fired  upon  from  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river.  He  placed  his  guns  in  position  and  returned 
the  fire  until  the  main  column  arrived,  when  he  limbered  up  and  pro 
ceeded  toward  Mount  Olive,  which  point  he  reached  without  opposition. 
Here  he  destroyed  the  railroad  track  for  about  a  mile.  Ho  then  pro 
ceeded  along  the  line  of  the  railroad  for  4  miles  and  destroyed  the  bridge 
over  Goshen  Swamp.  The  track  between  Mount  Olive  and  the  Goshen 
Swamp  Bridge  was  torn  up  and  burned  in  five  places. 

The  column  having  arrived  at  White  Hall  and  finding  the  bridge 
burned  and  the  enemy  in  some  force,  with  infantry  and  artillery  on  the 
other  side,  and  this  being  the  direct  road  to  Goldsborough,  I  determined 
to  make  a  strong  feint,  as  if  to  rebuild  and  cross.  The  Ninth  New  Jersey 
and  Colonel  Amory's  brigade  were  sent  forward  and  posted  on  the 
bank  of  the  river  to  engage  the  enemy.  I  then  ordered  up  several  bat 
teries  and  posted  them  on  a  hill  overlooking  the  enemy's  intreuchments. 
They  opened  on  and  silenced,  after  an  hour's  firing,  the  enemy's  guns. 
The  enemy  still  maintained  their  admirable  position  with  sharpshooters, 
but  deeming  my  object  accomplished  I  moved  my  command  forward 
toward  Goldsborough,  leaving  sharpshooters  in  rear  to  continue  the 
light.  We  bivouacked  that  night  8  miles  from  Goldsborough,  encoun 
tering  no  further  opposition. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  I  advanced  on  Goldsborough.  I  ordered 
Major  Fitz  Simmons,  with  two  companies  of  cavalry,  to  make  a  feint 
in  the  direction  of  Dudley  Station  and  Everettsville.  They  scattered  a 
small  force  of  the  enemy  there  in  every  direction,  burned  two  trestle- 
work  culverts,  destroyed  a  train  of  four  railroad  cars,  water-station,  depot, 
&c.,  as  well  as  some'small-arms,  which  they  were  not  able  to  carry  off, 
and  captured  a  flag  of  the  enemy.  They  then  returned  by  a  short  cut 
to  the  main  column.  I  also  ordered  Major  Garrard,  with  four  com 
panies  of  cavalry  and  one  section  of  artillery,  to  make  a  feint  in  the 
direction  of  a  bridge  over  the  Neuso,  on  our  right,  called  Thompson's 
Bridge.  He  found  the  enemy  in  force,  supposed  to  be  one  regiment  of 
infantry  and  four  pieces  of  artillery,  and  the  bridge  already  burned.  I 
then  directed,  in  order  to  make  the  feint  more  complete  and  to  further 
distract  the  enemy,  one  regiment  (Forty-third  Massachusetts)  and  An 
gel's  battery  Third  New  Y^ork  Artillery  to  the  support  of  the  cavalry 
and  engage  the  enemy,  which  they  did,  silencing,  after  an  hour's  brisk 
engagement,  the  enemy's  fire. 

Colonel  Lee's  brigade  was  in  advance  of  the  main  column  and  came 
upon  the  enemy  in  small  force  on  the  edge  of  the  wood  lining  the  rail 
road  track.  Kiggs'  battery  Third  New  Y^ork  Artillery  was  placed  in 
position  and  opened  on  them,  when  the  enemy  retired.  The  Ninth  New 
Jersey  and  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  were  ordered  to  strike  the  rail 
road  track  and  follow  it  up  direct  to  the  bridge,  which  they  were  to  burn . 
Three  regiments  of  Colonel  Lee's  brigade  were  ordered  to  their  support; 
(the  Twenty-fifth,  Twenty-seventh,  and  Third  Massachusetts)  5  the  re 
maining  regiment  was  thrown  on  the  left  to  protect  our  Hank  in  that 
quarter.  General  Wessells'  brigade  was  advanced  and  formed  on  the 
hill  overlooking  the  track,  &c.;  three  regiments  were  thrown  to  the  left, 
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and  the  remaining  regiments  in  lines,  to  be  available  at  any  point.  My 
artillery  was  brought  forward  and  placed  in  position,  firing  to  the  front 
and  left,  principally  at  the  bridge.  The  enemy  replied  with  artillery 
from  the  other  side  of  the  river.  Colonel  Heckman  advanced  steadily 
up  the  track,  fighting  the  enemy's  infantry  posted  at  the  bridge  and 
receiving  a  fire  from  the  artillery  in  a  monitor-car  011  the  track  of  the 
bridge.  After  two  hours  he  reached  the  bridge,  and  under  a  heavy  fire 
Lieutenant  Graham.  Twenty-third  New  York  Battery,  acting  as  aide- 
de-camp  to  Colonel  Heckman,  fired  the  bridge.  All  who  had  previously 
attempted  it  were  picked  oft',  as  was  wounded  Lieut.  B.  N.  Maun,  Sev 
enteenth  Massachusetts,  who  accompanied  him. 

I  brought  all  my  artillery  to  bear  to  prevent  any  effort  to  save  the 
bridge,  and,  when  the  fire  was  doing  its  work,  ordered  a  countermarch 
for  New  Berne,  leaving  Colonel  Lee  to  form  the  rear  guard.  Colonel 
Lee  was  forming  his  brigade  to  leave  the  field,  deeming  the  fight  over, 
when  three  regimental  colors  were  seen  across  the  railroad  track,  the 
men  protected  by  the  embankment  on  which  the  track  was  laid.  Colonel 
Lee  placed  Morrison's  battery  in  position  and  recalled  his  regiments  in 
line.  The  enemy  advanced  with  cheers  across  the  railroad,  steadily  in 
line,  upon  Colonel  Lee's  brigade.  Morrison's  battery  opened  on  the  ad 
vancing  line  with  spherical  case  and  with  good  effect,  but  they  advanced 
steadily  until  within  300  yards  of  the  battery,  when,  unable  to  stand 
the  fearful  loss  they  were  sustaining  from  the  battery,  they  broke  and 
retreated.  Their  retreat  was  unexpectedly  covered  by  a  masked  bat 
tery  in  the  woods  on  our  left.  Belger's  Ehode  Island  battery,  which 
had  been  brought  back,  opened  in  reply  to  the  battery  and  on  two  regi 
ments  which  came  in  view,  supporting  their  guns.  Riggs'  battery 
Third  New  York  Artillery  was  placed  on  an  eminence  on  our  left  and 
in  line  with  the  enemy,  thus  bringing  a  cross-fire  to  bear.  They  were 
thereby  forced  to  retire,  as  was  also  a  regiment  in  the  woods  on  our  right. 

Colonel  Lee,  having  orders  not  to  attempt  any  further  move,  again 
formed  his  brigade  and  batteries  and  proceeded  to  join  the  column, 
which  I  had  halted  on  hearing  the  firing  from  Colonel  Lee. 

This  was  a  bold  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  entrap  and  secure  Colonel 
Lee's  brigade  and  Morrison's  battery.  Owing  to  the  efficiency  of  Colonel 
Lee  and  Morrison's  battery  it  was  a  disastrous  failure.  With  a  strong 
cavalry  rear  guard  I  then  started  on  my  return  by  the  direct  road,  took 
and  transported  my  sick  and  wounded  men  from  White  Hall  and  Kin- 
ston,  carrying  them  all  safely  to  this  point. 

On  the  13th  a  fleet  of  small  boats  left  New  Berne,  under  Commander 
Murray,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  attack  the  works  on  the  river  at  Kins  ton,  but 
owing  to  the  lowness  of  the  water  in  the  river  only  one  small  boat,  the 
Allison,  under  Colonel  Manchester,  Marine  Artillery,  was  brought  into 
action.  The  works  being  too  strong  she,  after  a  gallant  resistance,  was 
obliged  to  retire,  having,  however,  effected  a  good  purpose  by  mysti 
fying  General  Evans  as  to  where  the  attack  was  to  come  from,  and  in 
duced  him  to  retain  several  regiments  on  the  Kinston  side  of  the  Neuse, 
thus  diminishing  the  force  opposed  to  us. 

In  conclusion  I  take  great  pleasure  in  reporting  on  the  conduct  of  the 
officers  and  men  under  my  command.  It  was  most  excellent,  and  main 
tained  fully  their  high  reputation. 

General  Wessells'  brigade,  of  General  Peck's  division,  behaved  like 
veterans,  and  reflected,  by  their  drill,  discipline,  and  steadiness  under 
fire,  the  qualities  of  their  commanding  officer. 

Colonel  Heckman,  of  the  Ninth  New  Jersey,  was,  with  his  admirable 
regiment,  always  in  advance,  and  displayed  the  greatest  courage  and 
efficiency. 
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The  Tenth  Regiment  Connecticut  Volunteers,  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Leggett  (as  they  always  have  done),  behaved  in  the  most  gal 
lant  and  dashing  manner,  making  a  charge  under  a  fire  which  in  twenty 
minutes  killed  and  wounded  90  men  out  of  340. 

Colonel  Potter,  of  the  First  North  Carolina  Volunteers,  acted  on  my 
staff,  and  was  of  the  greatest  aid  and  assistance  to  me  by  his  coolness 
and  observation. 

I  must  particularly  mention  the  conduct  of  Lieut.  George  W.  Gra 
ham,  Twenty-third  New  York  Battery,  acting  as  aide  to  Colonel  Heck- 
man.  Throughout  the  entire  march  he  was  conspicuous  for  his  venture 
some  courage,  and  at  Goldsborough,  in  company  with  Lieut.  B.  N.  Mann, 
Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  advanced  and  fired  the  bridge 
under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  infantry  and  artillery.  He  only  escaped 
capture  by  jumping  from  the  bridge  down  the  bank.  Lieutenant  Mann 
was  wounded. 

The  artillery  force,  under  Colonel  Ledlie,  was  well  placed  and  well 
served,  and  the  commanding  officer  and  the  batteries,  without  excep 
tion,  did  most  excellent  service. 

The  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  though  not  acting  as  a  regiment,  were 
in  all  cases  prompt,  brave,  and  efficient,  as  shown  in  the  body  of  my 
report. 

•  Much  credit  is  due  to  Mr.  H.  W.  Wilson,  engineer,  who,  in  charge  of 
the  pioneers  and  a  force  of  contrabands,  did  most  excellent  service  in 
building  bridges,  repairing  roads,  &c. 

I  inclose  to  General  E.  A.  Hitchcock  the  lists  of  paroled  prisoners, 
numbering  490.* 

I  herewith  inclose  lists  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  showing 
an  aggregate  of  90  killed,  478  wounded,  and  9  missing.t 

Among  the  killed  I  must  mourn  Colonel  Gray,  of  the  Ninety-sixth  New 
York  liegiment.  He  was  killed  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  at  the 
Kinston  Bridge.  Though  but  a  few  days  in  this  department  he  had 
already  won  the  high  esteem  of  all  here. 

In  the  charge  of  the  Tenth  Connecticut  they  lost  Capt.  H.  A.  Wells 
and  Lieuts.  W.  W.  Perkins,  T.  D.  Hill,  and  J.  C.  Coffing,  all  good  and 
excellent  officers,  who  died  doing  a  gallant  duty. 

For  many  details  of  distinguished  services  of  individual  officers  I  beg 
to  refer  to  the  brigade  and  regimental  reports  herewith  inclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEK, 
Major- General,  Commanding  Department. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

General-in-Chief,  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )    HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

No.  81.  J  New  Berne,  December  26,  1862. 

The  commanding  general  desires  to  thank  the  troops  under  his  com 
mand  for  the  new  proof  of  their  courage  and  steadiness  afforded  by  the 
recent  expedition.     The  veteran  brigade  of  General  Wessells  and  the 
troops  of  this  department  alike  did  their  duty  as  soldiers  well. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

SOUTHABD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

*  Omitted.  t  But  see  revised  statement,  p.  CO. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS,  )         HDQRS.  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CoRrs, 

No.  18.  i  New  Berne,  January  15,  1803. 

In  consideration  of  and  as  a  reward  for  their  bravo  deeds  at  Kinstou, 
White  Hall,  and  Goldsborongh,  the  commanding  general  directs  that  the 
regiments  and  batteries  which  accompanied  the  expedition  to  Golds- 
borough  inscribe  upon, their  banners  those  three  victories: 

Kinston,  December  14,  18G2. 

White  Hall,  December  1C,  18C2. 

Goldsborouglij  December  17,  18G2. 

The  commanding  general  hopes  that  all  future  fields  will  be  so  fought 
that  the  record  of  them  may  be  kept  by  inscription  on  the  banners  of 
the  regiments  engaged. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

[SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN,] 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  2. 
Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces.* 

[Compiled  from  nominal  lists  of  casualties,  returns,  etc.] 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured  or 
missing. 
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S. 
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10th  Connecticut 

3 
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6 

83 
2 

3d  Massachusetts  

7 

17th  Massachusetts     ..        ...........  

1 

12 
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o 
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24th  Massachusetts                                     .... 
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7 
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t 

1, 

43d   Massachusetts  

2 

1 

1 

g 

13 

45th  Massachusetts 

18 
1 

1 
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3 
2 

46th  Massachusetts  

51st  Massachusetts 

9th  New  Jersey  

5 

1 

85 
G 



4 
4 

3d   New  York  Cavalry 

3d   Now  York  Liirht  Artillery,  Batteries  B,  E,  F.  IT, 
I,  and  K. 
Now  York  Li«ht  Artillery  24th  Battery  (section) 



5 
1 

2 

25 

New  York  Marino  Artillery  

1 

2 

K5th  Now  York     .  . 

3 

Jf> 

8 

!>-Jd    New  York  

8 

1 

1 

90th  New  York     . 

1 

8.r)th  Pennsylvania  

1 

103d    Pennsylvania 

16 
2 

1 

1st  Rhode  Xaland  Light  Artillery  Battery  F 

5th  Kliode  Island                             '  ' 

1 



8 



12 

Total 

4 

88 

10 

468 



100 
2 
7 

32 

67 

8 

5 

3 

4 

21 

77 

4 

2 

95 

10 
32 

1 
3 
3 

19 
7 
9 

69 
7 
4 

591 


O/iccrs  killed:  Capt.  Henry  A.  Wells,  Lieuts.  William  W.  Perkins  and  Theron  I).  Hill,  Tenth  Con 
necticut,  and  Col.  Charles  O.  Gray,  Ninety-sixth  New  York,  at  Kinston,  December  14. 

Officers  mortally  wounded:  Li  outs.  John  C.  Coiling  and  John  M.  Simms,  Tenth  Connecticut. 


*  Embraces  losses  in  skirmishes  on  the  Kinstou  road,  December  11  and  12;  skir 
mishes  at-  Southwest  Creek.  December  13-14;  engagement  at  Kiimlon,  December  14; 
engagement  at  White  Hall,  December  16;  skirmish  at  Thompson's  Bridge  and  en 
gagement  at  Goldsboroiigh  Bridge,  December  17. 
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No.  3. 

Report  of  Capt.  David  A.  Taylor,  Third  New  York  Light  Artillery,  Chief 

Signal  Officer. 

EDQRS.  SIGNAL  DETACHMENT,  DEPT.  OF  N.  0., 

New  Berne,  December  22,  1SG2. 

SIR  :  Supplementary  to  the  report  already  made  out  (but  which  I  was 
unable  to  forward  before  this  time),  I  forward  the  following  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  detachment  under  my  command : 

On  the  llth  day  of  December,  1862,  I  accompanied  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G. 
Foster  on  an  expedition  to  Goldsborough,  taking  with  me  the  following- 
named  officers  with  their  men,  viz:  Joseph  Fricker,  first  lieutenant, 
Eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  acting  signal  officer;  F.  Schlach- 
ter,  first  lieutenant,  Eleventh  Connecticut  Volunteers,  and  acting  signal 
officer;  Henry  T.  Merrill,  second  lieutenant,  Seventeenth  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  and  acting  signal  officer;  G.  C.  F.  Keith,  second  lieutenant, 
Twenty- third  New  York  Volunteer  Artillery;  Edward  S.  Moffatt,  second 
lieutenant,  Ninth  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  and  acting  signal  officer;  and 
N.  S.  Barstow,  second  lieutenant,  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts  Volun 
teers,  and  acting  signal  officer. 

Unfortunately  Lieutenants  Merrill  and  Barstow  were  taken  sick  soon 
after  the  expedition  marched,  and  consequently  were  unable  to  take  an 
active  part  in  any  of  the  battles  which  were  fought  on  this  march. 

On  Sunday,  the  14th  instant,  the  battle  of  Kinston  was  fought.  As 
the  battle  was  fought  in  a  thick  swamp  there  was  no  possible  oppor 
tunity  for  signaling  until  just  at  the  close  of  the  action,  after  the  en 
emy  was  driven  into  the  open  ground  and  across  the  Neuse  Kiver 
Bridge,  when  I  saw  a  favorable  opportunity  to  charge  upon  and  cap 
ture  two  regiments  of  rebels,  and  accordingly  I  signaled  back  to  Gen 
eral  Foster  to  send  forward  a  light  battery  and  the  cavalry  which  were 
already  across  the  bridge;  but  the  general  instead  sent  up  a  flag  of  truce 
and  asked  them  to  surrender,  which  of  course  they  did  not  do,  but  suc 
ceeded  in  escaping,  as  before  treating  they  demanded  and  obtained  a 
half  hour's  time,  during  which  time  the  Union  forces  should  remain 
halted  at  Kinston.  I  was  most  of  the  time  occupied  in  carrying  orders 
and  placing  troops  in  position  and  was  with  my  flagmen  a  fourth  of  a 
mile  in  advance  of  the  leading  regiment. 

At  night  I  accompanied  a  company  of  cavalry  to  the  rebel  batteries, 
4  miles  below  Kiustou,  and  assisted  in  bringing  off  four  field  pieces 
and  destroying  an  8-iuch  columbiad  and  a  32-pounder  siege  gun,  which 
were  in  position  in  the  batteries,  and  with  which  the  enemy  had  in  the 
early  part  of  the  day  driven  off  our  gunboats. 

On  the  16th  instant  General  Foster  fought  the  battle  of  White  Hall, 
on  the  Neuse  Eiver.  As  soon  as  the  battle  commenced  I  placed  my 
officers  in  the  most  prominent  positions  on  the  field,  and  accompanied 
by  Private  Jacob  A.  Eeed,  Company  I,  Third  New  York  Artillery, 
went  in  with  the  leading  regiment  and  examined  the  position  of  the 
enemy.  After  obtaining  a  close  and  accurate  survey  of  their  works 
and  position,  1  opened  a  station  under  a  severe  fire  of  musketry  and 
called  for  some  field  guns  to  b«  sent  to  me,  which  General  Foster  im 
mediately  forwarded.  Upon  their  arrival  I  placed  them  in  position  and 
twice  sighted  the  guns  myself.  The  fire  of  the  guns  was  very  effectual, 
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driving  the  enemy  out  of  the  works  they  occupied ;  also  completely  rid 
dling  a  half-finished  gunboat  which  the  enemy  had  on  the  stocks  upon 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  were  occupying  as  a  rifle- work  at  the 
time. 

While  sending  the  message  for  the  guns  I  was  hit  by  a  musket-shot 
on  the  index  finger  of  the  right  hand,  but  fortunately  was  not  much 
hurt.  My  flag  received  three  shots  through  it.  Private  Eeed  behaved 
with  great  coolness  all  through  the  engagement.  Toward  the  close  of 
the  action  I  was  ordered  by  General  Foster  to  withdraw  the  artillery 
and  pick  out  and  post  as  many  sharpshooters  as  would  cover  the  en 
emy's  position,  which  I  accordingly  did,  under  one  of  the  severest 
musketry  fires  I  have  ever  seen. 

On  the  17th  instant  General  Foster  fought  the  battle  of  Goldsborough. 
The  object  of  the  action  was  to  gain  possession  of  the  railroad  bridge 
over  the  Neuse  Eiver.  The  action  was  a  double  one,  the  first  being  in 
the  morning,  the  second  in  the  evening.  In  the  morning  the  rebels, 
after  a  little  skirmishing,  retreated  across  the  railroad  bridge,  but  kept 
up  a  sharp  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery  on  our  advance.  I  went  im 
mediately  on  to  th#  railroad,  placing  Lieutenant  Schlachter  with  Gen 
eral  Foster  and  other  officers  with  different  brigadiers  and  artillery. 
After  getting  on  the  railroad  I  went  immediately  forward  of  the  skir 
mishers,  and  at  every  favorable  point  made  close  observations  of  the 
enemy's  position,  and  finding  it  impossible  to  cross  the  bridge  I  called 
for  artillery,  which  immediately  came  forward,  took  position,  and  com 
menced  shelling  the  enemy  with  very  decided  effect. 

After  the  bridge  was  carried  and  burned  and  our  batteries  had  silenced 
the  enemy's  fire,  General  Foster  drew  off  his  forces,  supposing  the  bat 
tle  was  over;  but  after  about  three  hours  the  enemy  caine  on  with  two 
brigades  of  infantry  and  one  battery  from  some  crossing  of  the  river  above 
the  bridge  and  commenced  an  attack  upon  our  rear,  of  which  Lieutenant 
Keith  immediately  informed  me  by  signal  and  I  informed  the  general. 
The  battle  now  renewed  was  soon  ended,  with  very  severe  loss  to  the 
enemy  and  very  slight  loss  to  us. 

On  account  of  the  exceedingly  difficult  nature  of  the  country  and  the 
inexperience  of  my  officers  less  signaling  was  done  than  otherwise 
would  have  been.  Both  officers  and  men  behaved  as  became  soldiers 
and  gentlemen,  and  when  this  detachment  shall  have  had  sufficient 
field  practice  they  will  compare  favorably  with  any  that  I  am  acquainted 
with.  I  take  this  occasion  to  recommend  to  your  favorable  considera 
tion  Lieuts.  0.  0.  F.  Keith,  E.  S.  Moffatt,  F.  Schlachter,  and  Joseph 
Fricker  as  capable  and  efficient  officers;  and  Privates  Jacob  A.  Eeed, 
Company  I,  Third  New  York  Artillery;  Samuel  N.  Eogers,  Company  A, 
Twenty -first  Massachusetts  Volunteers;  William  N.  Baker,  Company 
]),  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Eeserve  Yolunteer  Corps ;  Pulaski  Hindes, 
Company  G,  Ninth  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  and  William  J.  Lindsay, 
First  Pennsylvania  Eifles,  as  cool,  brave,  energetic  men,  always  ready 
for  any  undertaking,  however  desperate,  attentive  to  their  duties,  intel 
ligent  and  capable,  precisely  the  men  needed  in  this  corps,  and  I  take 
pleasure  in  recommending  them  to  the  department,  and  hope  they  will 
receive  a  suitable  promotion. 

Although  somewhat  foreign  to  this  report,  I  cannot  refrain  from  men 
tioning  the  conduct  of  Privates  H.  P.  Baker,  Company  E,  Third  New 
York  Artillery,  and  Lucius  D.  Craft,  Company  I),  Eighth  Pennsylvania 
Eifles  Volunteer  Corps,  who,  just  at  the  close  of  the  battle  of  Kins  ton, 
rode  a  mile  or  so  to  the  left  of  the  line  of  battle  and  captured  and 
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brought  iu  a  major,  a  captain,  ami  some  30  non-commission 
and  privates.     An  act  of  rash  bravery  rarely  equaled. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  A.  TAYLOK, 
Captain  and  Chief  Acting  Signal  Officer ',  Dept.  of  N.  C. 

Maj.  ALBERT  J.  MYER, 

Signal  Officer,  U.  S.  Army. 


No.  4. 

Report  of  Col.  James  H.  Ledlie,  Third  New  York  Liglit  Artillery,  Chief  of 
Artillery r,  commanding  Artillery  Brigade. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARTILLERY  BRIGADE, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  December  24,  1802. 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  this  brigade  in  connection  with  the  recent  expedition : 

The  artillery  under  my  command  consisted  of  Batteries  B,  E,  F,  H, 
I,  and  K,  Third  New  York  Artillery;  Battery  F,  First  Ehode  Island 
Artillery,  and  a  section  each  of  the  Twenty-third  and  Twenty -fourth 
New  York  Independent  Batteries. 

Leaving  New  Berne  December  11,  at  7  a.  m.,  marched  14  miles, 
About  5  p.  in.,  December  12,  the  Twenty-third  New  York  Independent 
Battery,  Captain  Ransom,  was  left,  with  the  Fifty-first  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  to  guard  the  bridge  over  Beaver  Creek,  13  miles  from  Kins- 
ton.  Captain  Ransom  remained  there  until  the  14th,  when  ho  moved 
toward  Kinston,  and,  supported  by  a  company  of  the  Fifth  Massachu 
setts  Volunteers,  was  assigned  to  the  defense  of  a  bridge  near  there. 
On  the  15th  he  rejoined  the  main  column. 

About  9  a.  m.  December  13  the  right  section  of  Battery  B,  Third  New 
York  Artillery,  under  Lieutenant  Day,  which  had  been  sent  in  advance 
of  the  main  column  with  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  engaged  a  force  of  the 
enemy  at  Southwest  Creek  and  shelled  an  earthwork  commanding  the 
bridge.  The  remaining  two  sections  of  Battery  B,  under  Captain  Mor 
rison,  were  shortly  after  brought  up  and  fired  about  40  rounds.  Bat 
teries  E,  F,  H,  and  K,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  were  brought  into 
position  on  the  center  and  left  of  our  line,  but  did  not  open  fire. 

December  14,  the  skirmishers  of  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  Volunteers 
having  engaged  the  enemy,  the  right  section  of  Battery  B,  Third  New 
York  Artillery,  under  Lieutenant  Day,  was  sent  forward  and  took  posi 
tion  in  the  road  leading  to  the  river  bridge.  The  remaining  sections  of 
the  battery,  under  Captain  Morrison,  were  posted  in  an  open  field  on 
the  right  of  the  road  and  shelled  the  woods.  Battery  F,  Third  New 
York  Artillery,  Captain  Jenuey,  came  into  battery  on  the  left  of  the 
road,  200  yards  in  rear,  and  fired  at  the  bridge  at  the  distance  of  1-J 
miles,  the  direction  and  distance  being  given  by  a  guide.  Batteries  E 
and  I,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  were  ordered  to  the  support  of  Cap 
tain  Morrison,  and  a  section  of  Captain  Jenney's  battery,  under  Lieu 
tenant  Birchmeyor,  was  then  ordered  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Heck- 
man,  Ninth  New  Jersey,  on  the  extreme  right,  and  opened  on  the  enemy 
with  great  effect.  The  remaining  two  sections  of  the  battery  were  soon 
after  sent  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Ueckman,  and,  moving  down  within 
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a  short  distance  of  tlio  bridge,  opened  a  destructive  fire  upon  the  enemy 
attempting  to  cross,  effectually  cutting  off  their  retreat.  Under  cover 
of  this  lire  a  part  of  the  cannoneers  of  Battery  F,  assisted  by  a  few  of  the 
Tenth  Connecticut,  extinguished  the  tires  which  the  enemy  had  kindled 
on  the  bridge.  Battery  B,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  which  was  now 
moved  forward  and  posted  on  the  left,  opened  with  canister  on  the 
woods,  and  Batteries  E  and  I,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  took  position 
in  a  field  on  the  right.  At  this  time  41  privates  and  2  commissioned 
officers,  belonging  to  the  enemy,  surrendered  as  prisoners  to  Captain 
Morrison,  of  Battery  B,  who  sent  them  to  the  rear  under  guard.  About 
one  hour  later  Batteries  E  and  I  moved  forward  to  the  bank  of  the  river 
and  shelled  the  enemy  over  the  town.  Action  closed  about  1  p.  m. 

Loss  in  artillery  brigade  at  Kinston:  Battery  B,  Third  New  York 
Artillery,  1  man  wounded  5  Battery  F,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  3  men 
wounded.'  Loss  in  horses  quite  heavy. 

The  Twenty-fourth  New  York  Independent  Battery,  Capt.  Lee,  which 
had  been  ordered,  December  13,  up  the  main  road  to  a  point  7  miles  from 
Kiuston,  encamped  there  with  the  Forty-sixth  Massachusetts  Volun 
teers. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  one  piece,  under  Lieutenant  Cady,  was 
sent  up  the  road  with  a  detachment  of  cavalry,  and  opened  on  the 
enemy,  who  were  behind  intrenchments,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  at 
a  point  where  Southwest  Creek  crosses  the  direct  road  to  Kinstou.  The 
enemy  retired  after  a  brisk  engagement  of  three-quarters  of  an  hour, 
and  after  the  battle  of  Kinston  the  Twenty-fourth  Battery  rejoined  our 
main  column,  December  16. 

The  affair  at  White  Hall,  Tuesday,  December  16,  commenced  about 
0.30  a.  m.  by  a  skirmish  between  a  detachment  of  the  Third  New  York 
Cavalry,  accompanied  by  the  Twenty-third  New  York  Independent  Bat 
tery,  Captain  Ransom,  and  the  enemy's  sharpshooters.  This  skirmish 
lasted  but  a  few  minutes,  after  which  the  cavalry  and  battery  moved 
forward  past  the  enemy's  position.  Shortly  after,  the  Seventeenth  Mas 
sachusetts,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fellows,  having  engaged  the  enemy, 
Battery  F,  Captain  Jenney,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  was  posted  on 
the  hill-side  directly  opposite  the  enemy's  works  and  opened  fire.  One 
gun  of  this  battery  burst  at  about  the  twentieth  round. 

At  10.30  a.  m.  Battery  K,  Captain  Angel,  Third  New  York  Artillery, 
was  sent  to  the  support  of  Captain  Jenney  and  posted  on  his  right. 
The  right  section  of  Captain  Jenney 's  battery,  under  command  of  Lieut. 
J.  F.  Dennis,  was  then  sent  forward  and  posted  on  the  left  of  the  bridge, 
across  the  river.  Battery  E,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  Lieutenant 
Ashby  commanding,  and  Battery  F,  First  Rhode  Island  Artillery,  (yap- 
tain  Belger,  were  shortly  afterward  put  in  position  on  the  hill  above 
Batteries  F  and  K,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  and  opened  fire;  The 
Twenty-fourth  New  York  Battery,  Captain  Lee,  was  then  posted  in  the 
swamp  on  the  right  of  our  line.  Battery  I,  Third  New  York  Artillery, 
Lieutenant  Thomas,  was  sent  forward  to  the  left  of  the  bridge,  and  a 
section  of  Battery  K,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  under  Lieutenant  Mer- 
sereau,  was  also  brought  up  to  that  point.  Battery  H,  Third  New  York 
Artillery,  Captain  Riggs,  was  now  placed  at  about  the  center  of  our 
line,  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and,  together  with  Captain  Belger's  bat 
tery,  which  had  been  posted  on  the  right  of  the  bridge,  opened  upon 
the  enemy  at  a  point-blank  range.  The  action  terminated  a  little  nftei 
12  in.,  the  enemy's  batteries  having  been  completely  silenced. 

I  desire  particularly  to  mention  the  gallant  conduct  of  Lieut.  J.  F. 
Dennis,  commanding  the  advanced  section  of  Battery  F,  Third  New 
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York  Artillery,  who  maintained  his  position  until  his  ammunition  was 
exhausted,  under  a  very  severe  fire  from  the  enemy's  sharpshooters, 
and  worked  at  his  guns  himself  after  a  large  number  of  his  men  had 
been  shot  down. 

The  Twenty-third  New  York  Independent  Battery,  Captain  Ransom, 
after  passing  White  Hall  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  marched  with  the 
cavalry  command  of  Major  Garrard  to  Mount  Olive,  on  the  Wilmington 
and  Weldon  Railroad,  and  assisted  in  tearing  up  the  railroad  track, 
burning  the  trestle-work,  and  destroying  the  telegraph  at  that  point. 
Thence,  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  marched  to  Thompson's  Bridge, 
on  the  Neuse,  9  miles  below  Goldsborough.  At  that  point  a  brisk  en 
gagement  ensued,  during  which  two  sections  of  Battery  K,  Third  New 
York  Artillery,  Captain  Angel,  came  to  Captain  Ransom's  support. 
After  thirty  minutes  the  combined  efforts  of  these  batteries  completely 
silenced  the  enemy's  fire,  both  of  musketry  and  artillery.  About  mid 
night  they  rejoined  the  main  column. 

Loss  in  artillery  brigade  at  White  Hall :  Battery  E,  Third  New  York 
Artillery,  3  men  wounded ;  Battery  F,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  5 
men  wounded  ;  Battery  I,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  1  man  wounded ; 
Battery  K,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  2  men  killed,  5  men  wounded  ; 
Battery  F,  First  Rhode  Island  Artillery,  2  men  killed,  2  men  wounded ; 
Twenty-fourth  New  York  Independent  Battery,  1  man  killed.  Loss  in 
horses  very  heavy. 

About  11  a.  in.  Wednesday,  December  17,  the  skirmishers  of  the 
Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers  and  Ninth  New  Jersey  Volun 
teers  having  engaged  the  enemy,  Battery  H,  Third  New  York  Artillery, 
Captain  Riggs,  was  ordered  to  the  front  and  posted  on  an  elevation  over 
looking  the  railroad  track.  A  few  rounds  of  spherical  case  scattered 
the  enemy,  who  took  refuge  in  the  woods.  Battery  B,  Third  New  York 
Artillery,  was  then  brought  into  position  on  the  right  of  and  close  to 
the  railroad  track,  and  opened  upon  the  bridge,  which  was  visible  at 
about  200  yards  distance.  Batteries  E  and  I,  Third  New  York  Artil 
lery,  Maj.  T.  J.  Kennedy  commanding,  now  moved  forward,  opening 
upon  the  railroad  monitor  and  the  enemy's  battery  on  the  other  side  ot 
the  bridge.  The  effect  of  this  concentrated  fire  was  very  destructive. 
The  railroad  bridge,  which  had  been  fired  by  Lieutenant  Graham,  aide- 
de-camp  to  Colonel  Heckman,  was  torn  down  in  about  half  an  hour 
and  the  enemy's  battery  and  monitor  completely  silenced.  The  bat 
teries  then  retired,  Captain  Morrison  taking  position  on  an  elevation 
commanding  the  whole  open  field.  Between  3  and  4  p.  in.,  after  our 
forces,  with  the  exception  of  Colonel  Lee's  brigade,  had  taken  up  the 
line  of  inarch,  two  regiments  of  the  enemy's  infantry  formed  across  the 
railroad  track,  cheering  and  waving  their  colors,  and  charged  upon 
Captain  Morrison's  battery.  He  opened  upon  them  first  with  spherical 
case  and  then  with  double  canister  with  deadly  effect,  literally  mowing 
them  down.  Belger's  Rhode  Island  battery  was  ordered  up  and  opened 
fire  to  the  left,  where  the  woods  were  lined  with  rebel  infantry.  The 
enemy  then  opened  a  well-directed  fire  upon  us  from  a  concealed  bat 
tery.  Battery  H,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  Captain  Riggs,  was  or 
dered  to  the  support  of  Captain  Belger  and  posted  on  his  left,  opposite 
the  enemy's  right  flank.  After  an  hour's  vigorous  cannonading  the 
enemy's  fire,  both  of  musketry  and  artillery,  was  completely  silenced 
by  Captains  Belger  and  Riggs,  and,  as  night  was  closing  in,  orders  were 
received  to  retire,  which  was  done  in  the  best  order.  One  section  of 
Battery  H,  under  Lieutenant  Clark,  was  left  with  the  rear  guard. 

Loss  in  artillery  brigade  at  Goldsborough :  Battery  B,  Third  New 
5  R  R— YOL  xvin 
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York  Artillery,  2  men  wounded ;  Battery  K,  Third  New  York  Artillery, 
1  man  wounded ;  Battery  F,  First  Khode  Island  Light  Artillery,  3  men 
wounded.  Loss  in  horses  slight. 

The  officers  of  the  various  batteries,  without  exception,  handled  their 
commands  with  coolness-  and  skill,  and  when  all  did  so  well  it  is  diffi 
cult  to  particularize. 

I  desire  to  mention  Majors  Stone  and  Kennedy,  who  commanded  the 
reserve  artillery,  for  the  prompt  manner  in  which  they  brought  their 
batteries  into  action,  and  the  efficiency  with  which  they  were  served  ; 
also  the  members  of  my  personal  staff,  Lieut.  Alexander  H.  Davis, 
Lieut.  E.  P.  Peters,  and  Chaplain  William  Hart,  volunteer  aides-de 
camp,  who  were  constantly  under  tire  during  the  engagements,  for  the 
promptness  displayed  by  them  iir  performing  the  various  duties  assigned 
them.  Lieut.  Frederick  W.  Prince,  acting  brigade  quartermaster,  was 
also  indefatigable  in  his  exertions. 

JAMES  H.  LEDLIE, 
Co/.,  Comdg.  Arty.  Brig,  and  Chief  of  Arty.,  Dept.  of  N.  C. 

Maj.  SOUTHARD  HOFFXAN, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  of  North  Carolina. 


Xo.  o. 

Report  of  Capt.  Edwin  S.  Jenney,  Battery  F,  Third  New  York  Light  Ar 
tillery,  of  engagements  at  Kinston  and  White  Hall,  December  14  and  16. 

HDQRS.  BATTERY  F,  THIRD  XEW  YORK  YOL.  ARTILLERY, 

Neic  Berne,  N.  C.,  December  21,  1862. 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  accordance  with  your 
order  my  battery  joined  the  First  Brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Amory,  and  marched  from  Xew  Berne  Thursday,  the  llth  instant.  On 
the  14th  instant  we  arrived  within  2  miles  of  Kiuston,  without  any  thing- 
occurring  except  the  usual  casualties  of  a  march  in  an  enemy's  country. 
By  your  order  my  battery  then  came  into  battery  in  an  opening  on  the 
left  of  the  road  for  the  purpose  of  shelling  Kinston.  After  expending 
about  120  rounds  of  ammunition  I  ceased  tiring,  by  order  of  Major-Gen 
eral  Foster,  and  sent  my  left  section,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Birch.- 
nieyer,  to  support  Colonel  Heckmau's  position,  on  our  right  flank,  and, 
by  your  order,  posted  my  other  two  sections  about  half  a  mile  nearer 
Kinstou,  in  a  field  on  the  right-hand  side  the  road.  Lieutenant  Birch- 
meyer's  position  was  about  600  yards  in  front  of  the  rebel  battery,  which. 
was  upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  which  was  defended  by 
breastworks,  the  river  and  an  open  field  being  between.  He  held  this 
position  alone,  and  did  fine  execution,  until  his  fuse-shells  were  ex 
pended,  when  the  rest  of  my  battery,  by  your  order  proceeded  into 
the  same  position.  After  shelling  the  rebel  battery  for  a  short  time 
the  enemy  retreated  from  that  place,  and  Colonel  Heckinan  commenced 
a  flank  movement  toward  the  bridge. 

The  infantry  marched  directly  across  the*  field,  while  my  battery,  by 
order  of  Colonel  Amory,  crossed  to  the  left,  nearer  the  bridge,  and 
commenced  a  vigorous  fire  of  canister  and  shell  upon  the  retreating- 
enemy.  About  four  rounds  had  been  discharged  when  I  observed  the 
rebels  were  firing  the  bridge.  I  immediately  moved  my  battery  to  the 
end  of  the  bridge,  arriving  there  before  any  other  troops — by  this  move- 
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ineut  cutting1  off  the  retreat  of  some  of  the  enemy,  who  were  yet  upon 
this  side  of  the  river.  Lieutenant  Birchineyer,  commanding  left  section, 
and  First  Sergeant  Van  Heusen,  commanding  center  section,  brought 
forward  their  cannoneers  with  watering  buckets,  and,  assisted  by  a 
very  few  volunteers  from  the  Tenth  Connecticut,  extinguished  the  fire 
upon  the  bridge,  Lieutenant  Dennis  supporting  them  by  a  rapid  fire  of 
canister  from  his  section.  My  loss  at  this  place  was  as  follows :  Three 
men  wounded — James  H.  Dunlap,  guidon,  in  the  thigh ;  Alexander  Ful- 
lertou,  corporal,  in  the  arm  5  Charles Baughman,  private,  in  the  breast; 
and  5  horses  killed. 

We  encamped  in  Kinston,  and  the  next  morning  we  resumed  our 
march.  In  the  afternoon  Lieutenant  Dennis,  with  his  section,  was  or 
dered  forward  with  the  cavalry  to  White  Hall,  where  he  opened  fire 
upon  a  rebel  gunboat  in  process  of  construction  and  succeeded  in  par 
tially  destroying  it,  when  he  returned  to  the  battery,  which  was  en 
camped  with  the  division. 

On  the  16th  instant  we  resumed  the  march,  my  battery  being  in  the 
advance.  When  near  White  Hall  I  was  ordered  forward  and  opened 
fire  upon  a  rebel  battery,  situated  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
about  1,000  yards  distant.  My  right  section  was  posted  upon  the  bank 
of  the  river,  where  the  bridge  had  been  burned,  about  200  yards  distant 
from  the  enemy's  battery.  I  kept  up  a  continuous  fire  until  my  ammu 
nition  was  exhausted,  when  I  retired  by  your  order.  During  the  hot 
test  of  the  fire  one  of  my  guns  burst,  injuring  no  one. 

My  losses  at  this  place  are  as  follows :  Six  men  wounded  and  8  horses 
killed.* 

Immediately  after  the  engagement  we  moved  on  with  the  column. 

Our  ammunition  being  exhausted  we  did  not  participate  in  the  en 
gagement  near  Goldsborough. 

We  arrived  at  our  camp  on  the  20th  instant. 

My  total  casualties  are  as  follows :  Nine  men  wounded ;  13  horses 
killed. 

I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  meritorious  conduct  of  First 
Sergt.  Stephen  Van  Heusen,  who  commanded  my  center  section,  and 
behaved  gallantly  both  at  Kinstou  and  White  Hall.  I  beg  leave  to 
recommend  him  for  promotion  to  a  lieutenancy.  My  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  fought  bravely,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  dis 
criminate  between  them. 

I  am,  colonel,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  S.  JENNEY, 
Captain,  Comdg.  Battery  F,  Third  Neiv  York  Vol.  Artillery. 

Col.  JAMES  H.  LEDLIE, 

Commanding  Artillery  Brigade. 


No.  6. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Charles  Fitz  Simmons,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  of 
operations  December  15  and  17. 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  15th 
instant  I  proceeded  along  the  Goldsborough  road  from  Kinston  with 

*  Nominal  loss  omitted.     Casualties  embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  60. 
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Companies  B,  E,  and  H,  and  one  of  Allis7  mountain  howitzers,  all  of 
regiment.  My  instructions  were  to  simply  make  a  feint  toward  Golds- 
borough  and  to  capture  any  of  the  stragglers  that  might  be  found.  I  was- 
also  cautioned  not  to  delay  any  longer  than  it  was  necessary  to  allow  the- 
main  column  to  recross  the  bridge  at  Kinston  ;  then  to  countermarch  and 
act  as  rear  guard.  After  going  G  miles  my  advance,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Greig,  Company  H,  came  up  with  12  mounted  vedettes  of 
the  enemy.  After  a  brisk  chase  of  3  miles  they  got  away  ;  not,  however,. 
before  one  of  them  was  wounded  by  the  lieutenant.  About  800  yards- 
distant  from  the  spot  where  I  concluded  the  farther  chase  to  be  fruit 
less  I  imagined  I  heard  the  noise  of  an  engine;  and,  as  I  thought  the 
feint  would  be  more  effective  if  cannon  shots  were  fired,  I  ordered  the 
howitzer  in  position  and  fired  five  rounds  of  spherical  case-shot.  After 
the  third  discharge  the  engine  whistled  and  went  toward  Goldsborough.. 
I  sent  some  men  forward,  under  Captain  Willson,  of  Company  H,  to  re- 
connoiter.  They  took  2  prisoners,  South  Carolinians,  who  refused  to- 
give  any  information  further  than  that  the  train  came  down  from  Golds- 
borough  that  morning  with  troops,  and  had  retired  upon  finding  us  ad 
vancing. 

I  returned  to  Kinston  without  further  casualties  and  joined  the 
column. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

CHAS.  FITZ  SIMMONS, 
Major,  Third  New  Yorlc  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  Col.  JOHN  Mix, 

Commanding  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 


COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  December  17,  instant,, 
I  was  detached  from  the  main  column  of  General  Foster's  army,  then  en- 
route  to  Goldsborough  Bridge,  with  Company  B,  Captain  Moschell,  and 
Company  C,  Lieutenant  Mayes,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  rail 
road  at  Dudley  Station,  a  point  5  miles  distant  from  Goldsborough 
Bridge,  on  the  Goldsborough  and  Wilmington  Eailroad.  Upon  enter 
ing  the  town  the  enemy's  pickets,  some  20  in  number,  scattered  right 
and  left  in  the  direction  of  Mount  Olive  and  Goldsborough.  I  in  pur 
suance  of  orders  proceeded  to  tear  up  the  track,  destroying  the  rails: 
by  piling  up  and  interspersing  them  with  dry  lumber  found  at  the  sta 
tion.  I  also  burned  two  trestle-work  culverts,  a  train  of  four  railroad 
cars,  water-station,  depot,  and  storehouse.  In  the  storehouse  were  some 
50  -muskets  and  10  sabers,  of  no  great  value,  and  having  no  means  of 
transportation  I  threw  them  into  the  flames.  With  the  arms  was  a  rebel 
flag,  "the  Stars  and  Bars,"  which  I  took  away  with  me. 

Having  remained  at  Dudley  two  hours,  to  be  sure  that  no  attempt, 
which  might  be  made  to  save  the  railroad  would  be  successful,  I  re 
turned  by  a  short  cut  to  the  main  column,  which  I  found  engaged  with, 
the  enemy  at  Goldsborough  Bridge. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

CHAS.  FITZ  SIMMONS, 

Major ,  Third  New  Yorlc  Cavalry. 
Lieut.  Col.  JOHN  Mix, 

Commanding  Third  New  Yorlc  Cavalry. 
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No.  7. 

.Reports  of  Maj.  Jeptha  Garrard,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  of  operations 

December  15-17. 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  orders  from 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G-.  Foster  I  took  three  companies  of  the  Third  New  York 
•Cavalry  and  one  section  of  Jenney's  battery  Third  New  York  Artillery 
-on  the  evening  of  December  15  and  marched  to  White  Hall,  on  the 
Neuse  Eiver.  No  enemy  was  found  on  the  south  side  of  the  river. 
The  artillery  threw  eight  or  ten  shells  into  a  skeleton  gunboat  on  the 
•opposite  side.  Private  Butler,  of  Company  C,  Third  New  York  Cavalry, 
volunteered  to  swim  the  river  and  set  fire  to  the  boat.  He  did  swim 
over,  though  shot  at  three  times,  and  returned  safely.  The  command 
then  marched  to  camp. 
Very  respectfully, 

JEPTHA  GAEEAED, 
Major,  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 
Lieut.  Col.  JOHN  Mix, 

Commanding  Third  Neiv  York  Cavalry. 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  orders  from 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster  I  marched,  on  December  16,  with  two  guns  of 
Ransom's  battery  Twenty -third  New  York  Artillery  and  five  companies 
>of  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  to  Mount  Olive  Station,  on  the  Golds- 
borough  and  Wilmington  Railroad,  14  miles  below  Goldsborough.  The 
railroad  was  destroyed  at  this  point  for  about  1  mile.  Four  miles  be- 
.yond  this  point,  toward  Wilmington,  a  bridge  over  the  Goshen  Swamp 
was  destroyed,  and  between  Mount  Olive  Station  and  this  bridge  the 
road  was  torn  up  and  burned  in  five  places. 

The  object  of  the  march  being  fully  accomplished  the  command  re 
turned  to  camp. 

Very  respectfully, 

JEPTHA  GAEEAED, 
Major,  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 
Lieut.  Col.  JOHN  Mix, 

Commanding  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  December  17,  in  obedience 
to  orders  from  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster,  I  marched,  with  four  companies 
Third  New  York  Cavalry  and  two  guns  of  Eansom's  battery  Twenty- 
third  New  York  Artillery,  to  Thompson's  Bridge  to  burn  said  bridge. 
The  bridge  was  found  to  be  already  burned  by  the  enemy.  The  enemy 
was  found  to  be  in  force  (artillery  and  infantry)  on  the  opposite  side. 
Ee-enforcements  of  four  guns  of  Angel's  battery  Third  New  York  Ar 
tillery  and  Forty-third  Regiment  Massachusetts,  Colonel  Holbrook,  were 
sent  to  hold  the  place  until  further  orders. 

At  8  o'clock  next  morning  the  command  rejoined  the  army. 

I  wish  to  mention  Captain  Jacobs,  Company  E,  Third  New  York 
Oavalry,  for  good  conduct  in  charging  down  to  the  bridge  under  fire. 
Very  respectfully, 

JEPTHA  GAEEAED, 
Major,  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  Col.  JOHN  Mix. 
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No.  8. 

Reports  of  Capt.  John  F.  Moschell,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  of  opera 
tions  December  11-16. 

HDQBS.  COMPANY  B,  THIRD  NEW  YORK  CAVALRY, 

Neio  Berne,  N.  C.,  December  20,  1862. 

COLONEL:  On  the  morning  of  the  llth  instant  I,  in  command  of 
Companies  A  and  B,  of  the  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  as  the  advance 
guard,  proceeded  on  the  Trent  road  as  far  as  the  Deep  Gully  (some  9 
miles)  and  halted  for  further  orders.  Orders  coming,  I  went  on  some 
5  or  6  miles  farther,  capturing  one  of  the  enemy's  pickets  without  firing 
a  shot,  and  found  the  road  so  blockaded  as  to  impede  the  farther  ad 
vance  of  the  column  until  the  obstructions  were  removed.  Sending 
Lieutenant  Chamberlin  and  30  men  of  Company  A,  dismounted,  in  the 
woods  as  skirmishers  they  captured  a  man  and  horse  of  the  enemy. 

While  waiting  to  have  the  pioneers  remove  the  obstructions  we  were 
sent,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mix,  to  make  a  reconnais 
sance  to  the  left  of  the  main  road  about  a  mile.  Eeturning  we  biv 
ouacked  for  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th  I  proceeded  on  the  main  road  as  far  as 
the  junction  of  the  Kinston  road,  where  Companies  B  and  K,  Third 
New  York  Cavalry,  and  two  companies  of  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  formed 
the  advance  guard.  We  proceeded  on  the  Kinston  road  some  3  miles 
and  encountered  a  force  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  about  100  strong,  as  the 
prisoners  reported.  I  charged  on  them  with  Company  B  for  about  1J 
miles,  when,  coming  upon  an  ambush  of  some  150  infantry  behind  a 
ditch  and  rail  fence  in  the  pine  wood,  I  ordered  a  retreat,  and  rallied 
a,  quarter  of  a  mile  this  side  of  the  ambush,  at  the  corner  of  a  road 
leading  to  a  house  on  the  right  of  the  road. 

I  found  2  men  wounded — Private  Butler,  slightly  in  the  thigh  with 
buck-shot  (subsequently  cut  out  by  Surgeons  Palmer  and  Douglas),, 
and  Private  Kingsley,  severely  wounded  in  the  thigh  with  a  musket- 
ball — and  4  men  missing,  viz,  Privates  Brightinan,  Coon,  Goodspeed 
(wounded),  and  Hart,  said  Butler's  horse  being  killed  and  9  horses 
missing.  The  cause  of  so  many  horses  missing  was  a  deep  ditch  filled 
with  water,  where  the  horses  fell,  throwing  their  riders,  and  recovering 
ran  away  into  the  enemy's  lines. 

We  captured  1  lieutenant,  9  men,  and  2  horses.  We  also  killed  1  cap 
tain  and  4  men,  wounding  1  colonel  (Baker)  and  several  men. 

Great  credit  is  due  to  both  officers  and  men,  who  showed  personal 
bravery  and  efficiency  in  the  charge.  I  cannot  close  this  report  with 
out  particular  mention  of  Lieutenant  Ebbs ;  also  First  Sergt.  William 
B.  Shearer  and  Corporal  Kent  and  Farrier  Allen.  The  sword  of  First 
Sergeant  Shearer  did  not  return  to  its  sheath  without  vengeance  on 
the  enemy,  as  their  arms  and  heads  plainly  show. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

JNO.  F.  MOSCHELL, 

Captain,  Commanding. 

Col.  JOHN  Mix, 

Commanding  Third  Neic  York  Cavalry. 


On  the  morning  of  the  13th  I  was  sent  with  Company  B,  Third  New 
York  Cavalry,  on  a  reconnaissance  on  the  Kinston  and  Trent  road^ 
where  it  branches  off,  some  9  miles  from  Kinston.  1  proceeded  about 
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2  miles  and  caine  across  4  mounted  pickets  at  a  farm  or  plantation 
bouse.  My  vedettes  fired  upon  them  and  succeeded  in  capturing  a  car 
bine  and  saddle,  but  the  men  and  horses  escaped  across  the  field  to  the 
woods.  I  continued  on  this  road  some  3  miles  and  came  in  sight  of  1 
mounted  and  2  foot  pickets.  The  vedettes  fired  at  them,  one  running 
one  way,  the  other  two  the  other  way.  Continuing  on  a  mile  farther 
we  came  upon  several  pickets  at  a  bridge  about  3  miles  from  Kinston. 
They  fired  upon  my  vedettes,  who  returned  the  fire. 

Owing  to  limited  instructions  I  returned  the  same  road  and  joined 
the  main  column  at  the  church,  some  6  miles  south  of  Kinston. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  F.  MOSCHELL. 


Xo.  9. 

Report  of  Capt.  Newton  Hall^  Third  New  YorJc  Cavalry,  of  operations 

December  12-16. 


:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  afternoon  of  December 
12  I  was  ordered  by  Major-General  Foster,  in  command  of  the  forces 
then  marching  against  Kinston,  to  take  three  companies  of  the  Third 
New  York  Cavalry,  viz,  Companies  A,  D,  and  G,  with  one  piece  of 
Lieutenant  Allis'  section  of  artillery,  under  his  (Lieutenant  Allis')  com 
mand,  and  march  forward  on  the  direct  road  to  Kinston,  feeling  the 
enemy  and  making  as  strong  a  demonstration  as  possible  with  my 
command.  I  was  also  ordered  to  retire  after  having  made  this  demon 
stration,  to  build  large  camp  fires  for  the  night,  and  hold  the  road  until 
commanded  to  retire.  I  immediately  moved  forward,  throwing  a  platoon 
of  Company  A,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Chamberlin,  armed  with 
carbines,  in  front  of  the  column,  with  orders  to  proceed  cautiously  and 
give  immediate  notice  of  the  presence  of  the  enemy.  Proceeding  in 
this  manner  about  2  miles  our  advance  came  upon  two  cavalry  vedettes, 
dismounted,  with  their  horses  saddled,  but  unbridled,  and  tied  near  the 
road.  We  were  so  close  upon  them  that  they  were  unable  to  mount, 
and  started  off  across  the  field  for  the  wood  on  foot.  A  shot  from  a 
carbine  caused  them  to  halt  and  they  were  taken  prisoners.  We  again 
moved  forward,  and,  having  gained  the  information  that  part  of  a  com 
pany  of  infantry  was  stationed  at  a  large  white  house  within  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  rebel  forces  encamped  at  Wise's  Cross-Eoads, 
I  determined  if  possible  to  surprise  them.  Moving  with  even  greater 
caution  than  before,  we  had  advanced,  as  I  judge,  nearly  half  the  dis 
tance  when  our  advance  came  unexpectedly  upon  two  mounted  pickets, 
and,  charging  forward  upon  the  instant,  captured  them  without  noise 
or  alarm.  Sending  them  to  the  rear  we  again  advanced,  and  when  within 
about  a  mile  of  the  main  guard  we  came  upon  an  infantry  picket,  and, 
learning  from  him  the  distance  to  the  house,  charged  in  a  body.  As 
our  advance  approached  the  rebel  station  the  rebels  rushed  in  alarm 
and  confusion  from  the  house,  and  as  they  endeavored  to  get  into  line 
fired  a  few  shots  at  us,  when,  unable  to  withstand  our  onset,  they  fled. 
The  skirmish  here  lasted  but  a  few  minutes,  our  men  using  their  car 
bines  and  revolvers  freely,  leaving,  as  was  subsequently  ascertained,  13 
dead  and  dying  rebels  upon  the  ground  and  taking  11  prisoners,  be 
sides  those  previously  captured,  among  whom  was  1  commissioned  offi 
cer.  The  men  killed  and  11  of  the  prisoners  taken  belong  to  the  Twenty- 
second  South  Carolina  Regiment  j  the  others  were  a  part  of  Major 
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Nethercutt's  command.  After  I  had  secured  the  prisoners  I  ordered  the 
house  to  be  set  on  fire,  which  was  done,  and,  firing  a  shell  from  the 
howitzer  as  a  parting  salute,  I  slowly  retired  2  or  3  miles,  built  large 
camp  fires,  posted  a  strong  guard,  and  encamped  for  the  night,  keeping 
the  horses  saddled  and  ready  to  mount  at  an  instant's  notice. 

There  was  no  alarm  during  the  night,  nor  at  any  subsequent  time 
while  I  remained  on  the  road,  which  I  did,  having  no  order  to  retire, 
until  the  loth,  when  I  moved  up  to  Kinstoii  Bridge,  and,  learning  there 
that  messengers  had  been  sent  for  me,  proceeded  with  my  command  to 
within  4  miles  of  White  Hall,  where  I  encamped  for  the  night. 

The  next  morning  as  the  command  was  passing  White  Hall  it  was 
fired  upon  by  the  rebel  sharpshooters  from  the  other  side  of  the  river. 
I  immediately  ordered  forward  the  howitzer,  under  command  of  Lieu 
tenant  Allis,  who.  opened  upon  them  with  shell  and  canister.  After 
three  rounds  were  received  by  them  they  ceased  firing  and  we  passed 
without  further  molestation,  joining  the  main  column  the  evening  of  the 
same  day  near  Goldsborough,  not  having  lost  a  man  killed,  wounded, 
or  missing. 

I  omitted  to  mention  that  the  prisoners  taken,  to  the  number  of  20, 
were  turned  over  to  the  Fifty-first  Massachusetts  Eegiment,  then  acting 
as  rear  guard,  previous  to  our  leaving  the  Kinston  road.  This  number, 
however,  did  not  include  3  who  were  subsequently  taken,  among  whom 
was  a  sergeant  of  Major  Nethercuttfs  band,  and  were  paroled  at  Kinston 
on  our  return,  making  the  whole  number  of  prisoners  captured  by  us 
while  absent  from  your  command  23. 

While  finding  nothing  to  censure  and  much  to  praise  in  the  conduct 
of  every  officer  and  soldier  of  the  command,  I  cannot  but  think  that 
the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Chamberlin  and  Sergeant  Beech er,  of  Com 
pany  A,  who  were  in  charge  of  the  first  platoon  in  the  attack  upon  the 
rebel  pickets,  deserves  especial  commendation.  Much  of  the  success  at 
tending  the  attack  can  be  attributed  to  the  soldierly  qualities  and  good 
conduct  displayed  by  them. 

I  must  not  neglect  to  mention  Lieutenant  Allis  and  his  howitzer, 
which  was  always  ready  when  wanted,  and  did  us  good  service  at 
White  Hall. 

I  might  mention  others,  but  when  I  say  that  the  conduct  of  all  would, 
I  think,  have  fully  met  your  expectations  and  merited  your  approval  if 
you  had  been  present,  I  have  said  enough. 

I  am,  colonelj  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  HALL, 
Captain,  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  Col.  JOHN  Mix. 


No.  10. 

Report  of  Capt.  Ferris  Jacobs,  jr..  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  of  operations 

December  13  and  14. 

NEW  BERNE,  N.  C.,  December  21, 1862. 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  13th 
instant,  pursuant  to  an  order  from  Major-General  Foster,  I  proceeded 
with  my  command,  of  less  than  50  men,  on  the  road  to  the  right  of  my 
camp  until  it  intersected  a  road  leading  into  the  main  highway  from 
New  Berne  to  Kinston  about  1J  miles  from  the  point  of  intersection. 
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Ascertaining  a  few  minutes  after  my  arrival  that  a  squadron  of  cav 
alry  had  passed  down  the  road  toward  New  Berne  about  one  hour  be 
fore,  I  immediately  dismounted  my  command  and  posted  it,  so  as  to  cut 
oft"  the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  and  sent  a  messenger  to  General  Foster 
with  the  intelligence.  He  returned  with  a  piece  from  Belger's  battery 
and  permission  to  remain  as  long  as  I  thought  necessary.  I  had  also 
been  told  by  a  contraband  here  that  the  enemy  had  directed  him  to 
draw  a  load  of  corn  into  Kinston  for  them,  threatening  to  kill  him  on 
their  return  if  he  did  not  do  it.  He  was  about  to  do  so  when  I  came  on 
the  ground.  . 

After  lying  perdu  for  one  and  a  half  hours  I  took  a  small  party  and 
reconnoitered  in  the  direction  of  Kiuston,  and  after  proceeding  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  found  a  bridge  in  the  midst  of  an  almost  im 
penetrable  swamp  and  broken  down,  the  stringers  being  cut  off.  Very 
naturally  concluding  that  no  cavalry  force  would  attempt  to  return  to 
Kinston  on  that  road  I  returned  to  camp  and  reported  as  above  to  the 
general  and  yourself. 

The  next  morning  (14th  instant),  upon  a  written  order  from  General 
Foster  to  again  proceed  to  the  above-mentioned  intersection  and  "hold 
and  occupy  the  place,"  with  verbal  permission  to  skirmish  across  the 
broken  bridge  if  I  found  my  force  sufficient,  I  proceeded  with  my  com 
mand  of  the  day  previous,  and  one  piece  (3  inch  Parrott)  from  Captain 
Lee's  battery,  under  Lieutenant  Cady,  to  the  intersection,  posted  the 
piece  on  a  knoll  about  one-half  mile  from  and  overlooking  the  broken 
bridge  and  a  breastwork  and  rifle-pits,  which  I  had  found  lay  behind 
the  bridge  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  run,  and  went  forward  with  30 
cavalry  to  the  point  where  the  road  enters  the  wood,  and  about  40  rods 
from  the  intrenchment.  The  skirmishers  then  went  forward,  under  Lieu 
tenant  Richardson,  through  the  morass  to  the  run  and  engaged  the  en 
emy's  skirmishers  on  the  other  side.  The  range  was  short,  a  few  yards, 
and  Lieutenant  Eichardsou  reported  it  to  have  been  quite  effective.  I 
then  (near  noon)  opened  fire  with  the  piece  from  the  knoll,  and  continued 
to  throw  shell  into  the  intrenchment,  at  short  intervals,  for  about  two 
hours;  but  finding  that  the  enemy  was  too  well  sheltered  to  be  materi 
ally  damaged  at  that  distance  I  moved  the  piece  up  to  the  edge  of  the 
wood  and  opened  fire  with  grape  and  canister  at  a  range  of  less  than  40 
rods.  About  40  cavalry  (mounted)  were  drawn  up  in  line  in  advance 
and  to  the  right  of  the  piece,  but  sheltered  by  the  wood  and  a  slight 
acclivity.  To  this  the  enemy  (who  up  to  this  time  had  only  engaged 
the  skirmishers)  replied  from  the  intrenchment  with  grape  and  canister. 
After  exchanging  12  or  15  shots  a  few  of  the  enemy's  infantry  appeared 
about  the  bridge  as  though  preparing  a  crossing,  and  fearing  a  sudden 
charge  of  a  superior  force  on  my  feebly-supported  piece,  I  ceased  firing 
and  sent  the  piece  back  to  the  eminence  it  before  occupied.  Very  soon 
the  skirmishers  reported  that  they  had  crossed  the  run  into  the  intrench- 
meut,  found  that  the  enemy  had  withdrawn,  leaving  behind  a  number 
of  muskets  (Valley  Forge  pattern),  haversacks,  knapsacks,  &c. 

Previous  to  this  I  had  sent  Lieutenant  Richardson  to  burn  a  bridge 
half  a  mile  up  the  run  and  on  our  right  flank.  This  he  did  without  op 
position.  Captain  Lee,  of  the  artillery,  having  arrived,  together  with 
two  companies  of  the  Fifth  Massachusetts,  upon  consultation  with  him 
it  was  concluded,  from  the  sound  of  the  musketry,  that  General  Foster 
had  advanced  and  was  at  or  near  the  Kinston  Bridge.  Captain  Lee 
repaired  the  bridge,  with  the  assistance  of  the  infantry  and  without 
tools,  in  an  almost  incredibly  short  time.  Cautiously  advancing  about 
one-fourth  of  a  mile  and  no  enemy  being  seen  I  gave  Sergeant  Gibbs, 
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of  Compauy  E,  permission  to  dash  on  with  5  men  until  he  either  en 
countered  the  enemy  or  ran  on  the  Federal  pickets.  In  less  than  half 
an  hour  he  returned  with  the  intelligence  that  he  met  the  Federal 
pickets  about  1  mile  from  the  bridge  we  had  just  crossed  and  in  sight 
of  the  town. 

The  citizens  estimated  the  force  of  the  enemy  at  1,200  infantry  and 
four  pieces  of  artillery,  and  their  loss  at  6  or  7  killed  and  wounded. 
Five  prisoners  were  captured,  4  from  the  infantry,  who  said  their  regi 
ment  was  the  Twenty-fifth  South  Carolina,  numbering  850  men,  and 
that  they  lost  but  1  man.  One  said  he  belonged  to  Rhett's  South 
Carolina  Battery,*  and  that  they  had  four  pieces  at  the  bridge  but  could 
only  get  two  in  position.  The  prisoners  also  stated  that  their  officers 
variously  estimated  our  forces  to  be  from  5,000  to  10,000  at  that  place. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

F.  JACOBS,  JR., 
Captain,  Commanding  Detachment. 

Lieut.  Col.  JOHN  Mix, 

Commanding  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 


No.  11. 

Report  of  Capt.  George  W.  Cole,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  of  operations 

December  12-16. 

SIR  :  Having  been  ordered  to  take  the  advance  on  the  morning  of 
December  12,  nothing  of  importance  occurred  to  my  command  till  on  the 
morning  of  the  13th,  when  I  was  ordered  to  make  a  charge  via  Sandy 
Foundation  and  obtain  a  bridge  on  Southwest  Creek,  about  5  miles 
from  Kinston,  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  it  and  hold  the  position  if 
possible.  This  I  proceeded  to  do,  capturing  three  pickets  and  thus 
surprising  the  rebels  destroying  the  bridge,  and  by  dismounting  12  of 
my  men  and  advancing  under  partial  cover  obtained  the  first  volley, 
but  received  in  return  a  shower  of  canister  from  a  gun  placed  back  of 
the  bridge,  and  musketry,  which  severely  wounded  Jack  Costello,  of 
Philadelphia  (canister-shot  through  the  head).  We  succeeded  by  rapid 
sharpshooting  in  keeping  them  from  the  bridge  and  gun  (which  a>s 
often  as  they  endeavored  to  load  we  would  pick  them  off)  for  over  an 
hour,  till  relieved  by  the  skirmishers  of  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  Regi- 
ment. 

After  the  bridge  was  repaired  General  Wessells  ordered  me  to  report 
to  Colonel  Heckman,  who  ordered  me  to  feel  of  the  enemy.  On  ad 
vancing  we  were  fired  into  by  concealed  enemies  in  force,  and  B.  F. 
Chapman,  of  Syracuse,  was  severely  wounded  by  a  rifle-ball  in  the 
thigh.  After  sharp  skirmishing  the  rebels  fell  back  and  we  encamped 
on  the  field,  advancing  with  the  company  of  skirmishers  in  the  morn 
ing,  and,  while  the  battle  was  raging,  frequently  changing  position  to 
the  right  and  left,  as  the  enemy's  batteries  got  our  range,  till  ordered  by 
General  Foster  to  make  a  detour  to  our  right,  capturing  4  prisoners, 
and,  endeavoring  to  cross  the  bridge  to  make  a  charge  in  the  rear  of  the 
flying  column,  I  was  ordered  by  you  to  return  and  charge  up  the  river. 
I  did  as  far  as  the  ground  permitted,  and,  as  there  was  no  appearance 
of  any  enemy  or  tracks,  returned  and  crossed  the  bridge,  being  then 


CHAP.  XXX.]  NEW  BEBNE  TO  GOLDSBOROUGH.  75 

ordered  to  make  a  reconnaissance  down  the  river  and  obtain  informa 
tion  of  a  battery.  About  3  miles  from  town  we  found  a  battery  wagon 
just  deserted,  and  pushing  on  deployed  as  foragers,  after  examining 
the  position,  and  charged  across  the  rifle-pits  and  through  their  works,, 
finding  in  the  first  works  extensive  barracks  and  a  secure  work  con 
taining  four  10-pounder  guns  loaded,  with  limbers,  and  one  long  32- 
pounder  ship-guu.  A  lew  hundred  yards  down  we  found  a  strong 
bomb-proof  and  earthworks,  on  which  was  an  8-inch  columbiad,  still 
warm,  with  lots  of  loaded  shell,  but  no  powder  in  magazine.  Throwing 
out  skirmishers  I  hastened  to  spike  the  two  heavy  guns  and  to  gallop 
to  town  for  teams  to  draw  off  the  10-pounders,  and,  obtaining  these, 
drew  off  in  the  night  the  four  guns,  securely  spiking  the  other  two  and 
setting  on  fire  the  carriages,  magazine,  barracks,  &c.,  slowly  covering 
the  retreat  to  Kinston  of  the  teams  and  guns,  starting  in  the  morning 
of  the  loth  for  New  Berne  with  seven  guns,  by  order  of  General  Foster. 
After  proceeding  some  6  miles  on  the  Neuse  road  my  advance  guard 
observed  a  party  of  the  enemy  on  a  cross-road,  and  charging  down  with 
a  platoon  I  took  7  prisoners  from  a  South  Carolina  and  1  from  a  North 
Carolina  Eegiment,  arriving  safely  in  New  Berne  with  guns  and  pris 
oners  December  16,  turning  over  guns  to  Lieutenant  Prouty  and  pris 
oners  to  Captain  Messinger. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  above  report. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  W.  COLE, 
Captain  Company  K,  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  Col.  JOHN  Mix. 


No.  12. 

Report  of  Col.  Thomas  J.  C.  Amory,  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Infantry, 
commanding  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  of  engagements  at  Kinston^ 
White  Sail,  and  Goldsborough  Bridge,  December  14,  16,  and  17. 

HDQRS.  FIRST  BRIG.,  FIRST  Div.,  DEPT.  OF  N.  C., 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  December  21,  1862. 

MAJOR:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  brigade  under  my  command  in  the  several  actions  of  the 
14th,  16th,  and  17th  instant: 

The  First  Brigade,  consisting  of  the  Seventeenth,  Twenty-third,  Forty- 
third,  Forty-fifth,  and  Fifty-first  Massachusetts  Eegiments  (the  last  three 
being  nine  months7  volunteers),  marched  from  New  Berne,  with  the  army 
under  Major-General  Foster,  on  the  morning  of  the  llth  instant.  The 
brigade  numbered  at  this  time  nearly  3,500  men.  Of  these,  about  100 
were  sent  back  on  our  second  day  out,  being  mostly  convalescents  from 
hospital  who  were  found  unfit  to  continue  the  march. 

On  our  arrival  at  Southwest  Creek  on  the  13th  I  was  ordered  to  form 
my  brigade  in  two  lines  on  the  left  of  the  road,  detaching  one  regiment 
to  line  the  bank  of  the  creek,  the  passage  of  which  was  disputed  by 
the  enemy.  I  sent  forward  the  Twenty-third  Massachusetts,  which 
crossed  at  the  mill-dam,  the  bridge  having  been  destroyed;  this  regi 
ment  remained  on  the  opposite  bank,  and  rejoined  my  command  on  the 
march  next  morning.  The  Fifty-first  Massachusetts  had  previously  been 
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detached,  with  orders  to  remain  at  Beaver  Creek,  guarding  our  rear; 
this  regiment  rejoined  niy  command  on  the  evening  of  the  14th. 

On  approaching  the  battle-field  of  Kinston  on  the  morning  of  the  14th, 
by  order  of  the  commanding  general  I  detached  the  Twenty-third,  and 
Forty-third  Massachusetts  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  road,  respectively, 
in  support  of  batteries.  The  Seventeenth  was  sent  to  the  extreme  right 
to  support  Colonel  Heckman,  Ninth  New  Jersey,  in  advance.  While 
superintending  this  movement  on  the  right  the  Twenty-third  and  Forty- 
fifth  were  ordered  forward  in  the  center,  and  opened  fire  in  the  wood, 
gradually  advancing,  as  did  the  entire  line,  driving  the  enemy  to  the 
bridge.  On  the  right  I  posted  the  Forty-third  to  cut  off  the  forces  of 
the  enemy  on  the  river  road  from  the  bridge,  and  a  portion  of  these,  some 
60  in  number,  shortly  afterward  surrendered  to  Major  Chambers,  Twenty- 
third  Massachusetts. 

In  this  action  the  Forty-fifth  suffered  most  severely,  as  indicated  by 
their  return  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  hereto  annexed,*  together  with 
the  reports  of  regimental  commanders,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  for 
particulars.  The  different  regiments  of  my  brigade  were,  during  most 
of  the  action,  scattered  through  the  wood  or  separated  in  support  of  bat 
teries.  All  who  came  under  my  observation  conducted  themselves  with 
commendable  steadiness  and  gallantry. 

In  the  action  at  White  Hall  on  the  16th,  my  brigade  being  in  advance, 
three  of  the  regiments  (the  Seventeenth,  Twenty-third,  and  Forty-fifth) 
were  immediately  engaged,  with  what  effect  could  not  be  ascertained, 
as  the  enemy  was  posted  in  intrenchments  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  which  was  not  fordable.  These  regiments  did  their  whole  duty, 
remaining  under  fire  as  far  in  advance  as  possible,  until  I  was  directed 
to  withdraw  them  in  order  to  allow  the  artillery  to  occupy  this  position, 
which  was  done,  and  the  guns  of  the  enemy  soon  afterward  silenced.  In 
resuming  the  march  from  White  Hall  I  was  directed  to  detach  the  Seven 
teenth  to  re-enforce  the  advance  guard,  under  Colonel  Heckman,  Ninth 
New  Jersey.  The  remainder  of  my  brigade  took  position  in  the  rear  of 
the  column. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  I  was  further  directed  to  detach  a  regi 
ment  with  the  battery  which  was  to  hold  Thompson's  Ford,  5  miles 
above,  which  order  I  complied  with,  sending  the  Forty-third  Massachu 
setts  under  Colonel  Holbrook. 

In  the  engagement  at  Goldsborough  Bridge  the  three  remaining  regi 
ments  of  my  brigade  were  not  brought  into  action.  Colonel  Heckman, 
of  the  Ninth  New  Jersey,  will  doubtless  report  upon  the  conduct  of  the 
Seventeenth  in  that  action.  Their  list  of  wounded  proves  them  to  have 
been  completely  engaged,  and  the  successful  accomplishment  of  the 
object  of  the  expedition  in  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  bridge  is  the 
only  comment  I  need  make  on  their  efficiency. 

When  all  did  their  duty  well  it  seems  unnecessary  to  mention  names, 
but  I  feel  compelled  in  this  place  to  testify  to  the  fidelity  with  which 
Dr.  Galloupe,  the  senior  surgeon  of  my  brigade,  discharged  his  duties. 
His  efficiency  at  all  times,  and  his  care  of  the  wounded,  merits  the 
highest  praise. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  J.  C.  AMOBY, 
Col.  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Vols.,  Comdg  First  Brigade. 

Maj.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  New  Berne,  N.  C. 

*  See  revised  statement,  p.  60. 
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No.  13. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  F.  Felloivs,  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Infantry  r 
of  engagements  at  Kinston,  White  Hall,  and  Goldsborough  Bridge,  De 
cember  14,  16,  and  17. 

HDQES.  SEVENTEENTH  MASSACHUSETTS  VOLUNTEERS, 

New  Berne,  N.  <7.,  December  22,  1862. 

LIEUTENANT  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of 
the  movements  of  the  regiment  under  my  command  on  the  late  expedi 
tion  to  Goldsborough : 

As  nothing  of  particular  interest  occurred  until  Sunday,  the  14th 
instant,  that  is  not  already  known  to  the  commander  of  the  brigade,  1 
will  commence  at  the  time  I  was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Wessells. 
Soon  after  the  battle  of  Kinston  commenced  General  Wessells  ordered 
me  forward  to  support  Morrison's  battery,  which  was  stationed  on  the 
right  of  the  road  and  in  great  danger  of  attack  from  the  enemy.  In 
about  half  an  hour  the  battery  was  withdrawn  to  another  position,  and 
I  was  ordered  to  the  edge  of  the  wood.  Soon  after  I  was  ordered  to 
advance  to  the  right  to  support  another  battery  at  that  place.  I  found 
the  Ninth  New  Jersey,  Colonel  Heckman,  preparing  to  advance,  and  as 
I  received  an  order  to  do  the  same  the  two  regiments  proceeded  to 
gether.  I  was  then  notified  that  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  and  Seventeenth 
Massachusetts  were  to  act  together,  under  command  of  Colonel  Heck 
man.  We  pushed  on  over  the  open  space  in  front  and  soon  reached  the 
bridge,  which  we  crossed  together,  being  the  first  regiments  to  go  over. 
We  took  several  prisoners  and  then  marched  to  the  town,  when  I  was 
ordered  on  provost  duty.  This  order  was  afterward  countermanded  and 
the  regiment  was  ordered  to  rejoin  the  brigade  on  the  other  side  of  the 
bridge.  On  the  way  back  I  was  ordered  by  General  Foster  to  remain, 
as  the  brigade  was  to  advance,  and  after  joining  the  brigade  was  again 
ordered  on  provost  duty. 

On  Monday  we  were  again  ordered  to  march,  the  Seventeenth  being 
in  advance  with  the  Ninth  New  Jersey,  and  this  order  of  march  was 
continued  on  Tuesday,  the  16th.  Upon  approaching  White  Hall  the 
Ninth  New  Jersey  was  fired  upon  and  deployed  upon  the  banks  of  the 
river,  where  we  followed,  and  remained  some  two  or  three  hours,  the 
enemy  firing  upon  us  from  the  opposite  bank.  Attempts  were  made  to- 
find  a  ford,  but  the  water  was  found  to  be  from  8  to  12  feet  deep.  Dur 
ing  this  time  Lieutenant  Day  and  11  men  were  wounded.  Upon  resum 
ing  the  march  the  Seventeenth  was  in  the  advance. 

The  next  morning,  being  yet  in  the  advance,  1  sent  forward  two  com 
panies  of  skirmishers,  Companies  F  and  C,  under  command  of  Captain 
Fuller,  and  upon  approaching  the  battle-ground  they  were  attacked, 
but  drove  the  enemy  before  them.  The  enemy  appearing  to  be  in  force 
in  a  wood  to  the  left,  I  received  orders  from  Colonel  Heckman  to  pro 
ceed  by  a  road  through  the  wood  and  obtain  possession  of  the  railroad. 
This  was  successfully  accomplished,  with  the  loss  of  biit  1  man,  Ser 
geant  Hardy,  of  Company  F. 

My  next  order  was  to  take  the  regiment  upon  the  railroad  and  pro 
ceed  toward  the  bridge  and  to  take  advantage  of  the  banks  of  the  road 
for  the  protection  of  the  men.  We  advanced,  after  leaving  two  com 
panies  to  observe  the  enemy,  and  were  soon  fired  upon  by  artillery  and 
infantry ;  and  to  avoid  the  raking  fire  from  the  artillery  the  men  were 
ordered  to  the  banks  of  the  railroad  and  thus  continue  the  advance. 
Our  march  was  necessarily  by  the  flank,  and  upon  arriving  within  10 


78  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  S.  E.  VIRGINIA  [CHAP.  XXX. 

feet  of  the  bridge  a  heavy  fire  from  artillery  and  musketry  in  front  and 
musketry  from  each  side  and  in  the  wood  was  opened  upon  us,  while 
the  shells  from  our  own  guns  fell  and  burst  between  us  and  the  bridge. 
Not  being  willing  to  lose  the  men  by  the  fire  from  our  own  side  I  again 
ordered  them  to  the  banks  of  the  road  and  sent  a  messenger  to  the 
artillery  to  change  the  direction  of  their  fire ;  but  as  the  shells  continued 
to  fall  in  the  same  place  I  was  compelled  to  go  myself  and  represent  to 
the  officer  in  command  of  the  guns  that  his  fire  was  endangering  our 
own  men.  As  I  returned,  Morrison's  battery  came  up  and  took  position 
near  the  bridge,  and  I  directed  the  captain's  attention  to  the  depot  be 
yond,  where  a  train  of  cars  had  just  arrived  with  re-enforcements  for  the 
enemy.  Directing  his  guns  with  much  judgment  he  sent  a  shell  directly 
into  them  and  continued  to  keep  up  a  vigorous  and  effective  fire  until 
the  bridge  was  destroyed.  He  then  retired  and  I  drew  off  my  men  to 
support  a  battery  which  continued  to  play  farther  to  the  right.  After 
the  firing  ceased  and  the  battery  retired  I  rejoined  the  Ninth  New  Jer 
sey  and  marched  with  them  from  the  field. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  adding  my  testimony  to  the  admi 
rable  conduct  of  the  men  of  my  command.  While  under  fire  no  sign  of 
faltering  was  observed  among  any  of  them.  They  behaved  like  vet 
erans  accustomed  to  such  scenes,  and  deserve  all  praise  for  their  stead 
iness  and  prompt  obedience  to  orders. 

Lieut.  B.  N.  Mann,  our  former  adjutant,  deserves  especial  mention 
for  his  efforts  to  destroy  the  bridge,  receiving  in  the  attempt  a  severe 
wound. 

Adjutant  Cheever  also  behaved  with  coolness  and  bravery,  being 
always  at  hand  to  attend  to  the  execution  of  orders,  and  the  officers 
and  men  generally  performed  their  duty  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

Captain  Fuller,  with  the  companies  left  to  watch  the  enemy,  did 
great  service  in  preventing  a  flank  movement,  and  captured  two  of 
their  cavalry  who  had  ventured  inside  of  the  line  of  skirmishers. 

Our  loss  upon  the  railroad  was  18  wounded,  and  in  view  of  our  ex 
posed  position  and  the  fire  which  was  kept  up  upon  us  the  smallness  of 
the  number  seems  marvelous.  The  wounded  men  are  in  good  spirits, 
and  one  of  them  after  his  wound  was  dressed  desired  to  go  back  to  the 
scene  of  action. 

Inclosed  I  send  an  official  report  of  the  killed  and  wounded:  Killed, 
1 $  wounded,  29.  Aggregate,  30.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  FELLOWS, 
Lieutenant- Colonel ,  Comdg.  /Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Vols. 

Lieut.  E.  T.  PARKINSON, 
.    A.  A.  A.  G.,  First  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Dept.  of  N.  C. 


No.  14. 

Report  of  Maj.  John  G.  Chambers,  Twenty-third  Massachusetts  Infantry^ 
of  operations  December  11-16. 

HDQES.  TWENTY-THIRD  KEGT.  MASSACHUSETTS  VOLS., 

Camp  Pendleton,  December  23,  1862. 

SIR  :  In  accordance  with  General  Orders,  Nos.  29  and  31, 1  left  camp 
with  my  command  on  the  morning  of  December  11  and  took  my  posi- 

*  But  see  revised  statement,  p.  60. 
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tion  in  the  general  column.  The  regiment  numbered  641  enlisted  men 
and  20  commissioned  officers,  not  including  surgeons  and  quartermas 
ter.  Upon  mustering  for  the  march  on  the  second  day  I  found  that 
about  100  of  the  enlisted  men  who  had  started  had  been  unable  to 
stand  the  fatigue  of  the  march,  and  had  been  sent  back  to  New  Berne 
by  the  surgeons. 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  second  day  (12th  instant)  Private  John  H. 
Montgomery,  of  Company  I,  who  had  straggled  from  the  ranks  into 
the  wood,  was  shot  through  the  foot  by  one  of  the  enemy's  scouts. 

About  noon  on  the  13th  instant,  the  enemy  having  been  discovered 
in  force  at  Southwest  Creek,  my  command  was  among  the  various  in 
fantry  regiments  ordered  forward.  The  position  assigned  me  was  one 
on  the  left  of  the  main  road,  facing  the  creek.  I  then  deployed  a  com 
pany  of  skirmishers  to  ascertain  the  course  of  the  creek  and  if  there 
was  any  enemy  in  the  front.  Shortly  after,  by  order  of  Colonel  Potter, 
I  marched  my  regiment  across  the  creek  at  the  dam  and  was  then 
ordered  to  report  to  General  Wessells. 

That  night  the  regiment  was  placed  on  picket  duty  in  a  swamp  about 
midway  between  the  creek  above  mentioned  and  Kinstou. 

During  the  afternoon  of  this  day  Corpl.  William  K.  Worth  accident 
ally  shot  himself  through  the  hand. 

The  next  morning  I  received  orders  to  report  to  Colonel  Heckman  for 
skirmish  duty,  but  owing  to  an  unavoidable  delay  in  receiving  extra 
ammunition  the  order  was  countermanded  and  I  was  again  placed  in 
your  brigade,  where  I  remained  until  shortly  after  the  commencement 
of  the  action  before  Kinston,  when  I  was  again  ordered  to  report  to 
General  Wessells.  General  Wessells  next  sent  me  to  report  to  Colonel 
Howell,  of  the  Eighty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Kegiment.  In  accordance 
with  his  orders  I  formed  my  line  in  the  swamp  on  the  left  of  the  road 
and  about  70  paces  in  the  rear  of  the  Eighty-fifth. 

Although  subjected  to  a  heavy  fire,  being  in  the  second  line,  my  men 
were  kept  lying  down  and  thus  escaped  with  but  2  wounded,  and 
those  not  severely.  While  marching  forward  I  discovered  a  number 
of  the  enemy  making  through  the  wood,  and  immediately  sent  out  a 
detachment,  to  which  2  officers  and  58  enlisted  men,  belonging  to  the 
Twenty-second  South  Carolina,  surrendered.  They  had  thrown  away 
their  arms.  Had  I  been  permitted  I  could,  undoubtedly,  have  secured 
a  larger  number;  but  being  in  the  second  line  and  under  the  orders  of 
the  commander  of  the  first  I  could  not  move  forward  without  his 
sanction. 

We  left  Kinston  early  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  instant.  Nothing 
unusual  occurred  on  the  road  until  about  noon  on  the  16th  instant, 
when,  as  we  were  approaching  a  place  called  White  Hall,  the  firing  in 
front  denoted  that  we  had  again  come  upon  the  enemy. 

The  Seventeenth  Massachusetts,  having  the  right  of  the  brigade,  was 
the  first  regiment  ordered  in,  and  my  regiment  was  immediately  formed 
in  line  and  shortly  ordered  forward.  I  marched  it  through  a  small 
piece  of  swamp  under  a  heavy  fire  and  came  to  the  edge  of  the  Neuse 
Elver,  my  left  resting  near  where  the  bridge  had  been  destroyed.  The 
enemy  were  on  the  opposite  bank,  secreted  behind  trees  and  stumps, 
and  opposite  my  left  they  had  a  log  fort.  I  immediately  commenced 
firing,  which  we  continued  until  we  had  expended  about  40  rounds  of 
ammunition,  when  we  were  ordered  out  to  give  place  to  a  battery 
which  had  been  posted  in  the  open  space  in  our  rear. 

After  the  action  at  White  Hall,  our  brigade  being  placed  in  the  rear, 
we  did  not  participate  in  the  action  near  Goldsborough. 
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In  both  actions  the  officers  and  men  of  iny  command  behaved  admi 
rably,  each  seeming  to  vie  with  the  other  as  to  who  should  best  perform 
his  duty. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  G.  CHAMBERS, 

Major,  Commanding  Twenty -third  Massachusetts  Volunteers. 
Col.  T.  J.  C.  AMORY, 

Comdg.  First  Brigade,  Department  of  North  Carolina. 


No.  15. 
Report  of  Col.  Charles  L.  Holbrool',  Forty  third  Massachusetts  Infantry. 

HDQRS.  FORTY-THIRD  REGKT.  MASSACHUSETTS  YOLS., 

Camp  Rogers,  December  23,  1862. 

SIR  :  At  your  request  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  statement 
of  such  matters  of  importance  as  occurred  in  this  regiment  during  the 
campaign  from  which  we  have  just  returned: 

The  regiment  has  taken  no  active  part  in  any  of  the  engagements, 
but  at  the  battle  of  White  Hall  we  lost  1  man. 

On  the  march  of  the  column  toward  Goldsboroughthis  regiment  was 
detached  and  ordered  to  Spring  Bank  Bridge,  when  four  companies 
were  detailed  as  skirmishers  and  the  remaining  companies  bivouacked 
for  the  night.  Captain  Tyler,  of  Company  I,  had  1  man  killed,  and 
Captain  Doane,  of  Company  E,  had  1  wounded.  The  regiment  marched 
at  12.30  a.  in.  to  join  the  column  on  their  return  from  Goldsborough. 

D.  A.  Jackson,  private  Company  I,  reports  having  been  taken  pris 
oner  the  second  day  out,  and,  after  being  stripped  of  everything  and 
kept  for  half  a  day,  he  was  paroled.  He  then  marched  beyond  Kins- 
ton  till  he  met  the  hospital  wagons  returning  with  the  wounded  from 
White  Hall;  he  got  in  and  rode  back  to  Kiuston.  He  returned  to 
New  Berne  in  one  of  the  gunboats. 

The  men  are  suffering  severely  from  their  feet  being  badly  blistered 
and  the  opinion  of  the  surgeon  is  that  they  should  have  rest  for  three  or 
four  days,  and,  with  your  approval,  I  propose  to  dispense  with  all  drills 
until  after  Christmas. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  L.  HOLBROOK, 
Colonel  Forty-third  Massachusetts  Volunteers. 
Lieut.  E.  T.  PARKINSON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General1. 


No.  16. 

Report  of  Col.  Charles  R.  Codman,  Forty -fifth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  of 
engagements  at  Kinston  and  White  Hall,  December  14  and  16. 

HDQRS.  FORTY-FIFTH  MASSACHUSETTS  MILITIA, 

December  22,  1862. 

LIEUTENANT:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  eight  companies  of 
this  regiment  (two  being  on  detached  service)  were  engaged  in  two 
actions  during  the  late  expedition  into  the  interior  of  North  Carolina. 
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On  the  14th  instant,  the  regiment  being  on  the  march  toward  Kin- 
ston,  I  received  orders  from  Major  Hoffman,  chief  of  the  staff  of  the 
general  commanding,  to  advance  into  the  wood  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Neuse  River  to  support  the  troops  of  Wessells7  brigade,  then  engaged 
and  said  to  be  hard  pressed.  I  was  directed  to  act  under  General  Wes- 
sells'  orders.  In  compliance  with  this  order  the  regiment  proceeded 
along  the  road  until  directed  by  General  Wessells  to  file  to  the  right, 
when  it  proceeded  to  enter  a  wood,  which,  as  afterward  appeared,  was 
exposed  to  a  cross-fire  from  the  enemy.  Upon  entering  the  wood  the 
regiment  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy,  who  were  found  to  be  in  front 
and  whose  fire  for  a  time  was  very  sharp.  The  regiment  continued  to 
advance,  occasionally  lying  down  to  rest  and  to  avoid  the  enemy's  fire 
when  hottest,  and  finally,  after  penetrating  the  wood,  it  found  that  the 
enemy  had  fled. 

I.  should  add  that  the  Tenth  Connecticut  Eegiment,  during  one  of  the 
periods  when  this  regiment  was  halted,  advanced  gallantly  through  the 
wood  to  its  assistance,  and  both  regiments  penetrated  the  wood  at  nearly 
the  same  time. 

The  conduct  of  the  troops  was  excellent  throughout.  The  action  con 
tinued  for  more  than  an  hour,  during  which  time  the  regiment  suffered 
a  loss  of  1  corporal  and  12  men  killed,  or  who  have  died  of  their  wounds, 
and  1  sergeant,  5  corporals,  and  38  privates  wounded. 

On  the  16th,  in  the  battle  near  White  Hall,  this  regiment  was  ordered 
by  Colonel  Amory,  commanding  the  brigade,  to  form  upon  the  White 
Hall  road,  to  act  as  circumstances  might  require.  By  further  order 
from  Colonel  Amory  the  men  were  directed  to  lie  down.  The  regiment 
did  not  move  from  its  place  during  the  action  except  to  take  position  a 
few  feet  in  the  rear  of  the  road,  but  nevertheless  met  with  some  casual 
ties,  sustaining  a  loss  of  1  sergeant  and  3  privates  killed,  and  2  ser 
geants,  2  corporals,  and  12  privates  wounded.  The  conduct  of  the  men 
was  in  this  instance  also  admirable. 

1  beg  to  add  that,  from  the  statements  of  prisoners  and  from  other 
circumstances,  I  am  satisfied  that  in  the  battle  of  Kinston  it  was  the 
fire  of  this  regiment  that  first  made  untenable  the  position  of  the  enemy 
upon  the  road  on  the  south  side  of  the  Neuse  Eiver. 

The  present  effective  state  of  the  eight  companies  now  in  camp  at  New 
Berne  is  29  officers  and  582  men,  and  of  the  companies  at  Morehead 
City  and  Fort  Macon  4  officers  and  181  men ;  a  total  of  33  officers  and 
703  4i*en. 

,1  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully, 

CHARLES  E.  CODMAN, 
Colonel,  Comdg.  Forty-fifth  Massachusetts  Militia. 

Lieut.  E.  T.  PARKINSON, 

A.  A.  A.  G.,  First  Brig.,  Dept.  of  North  Carolina. 


No.  17. 

Report  of  Col.  Augustus  B.  R.  Sprague,  Fifty-first  Massachusetts  Infantry. 

HDQRS.  FIFTY-FIRST  MASSACHUSETTS  VOLUNTEERS, 

Foster  Barracks,  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  December  21,  1862. 
In  obedience  to  Department  General  Orders,  No.  77,  and  Brigade 
General  Orders,  No.  31,  I  reported,  with  my  command,  778  rank  and 
file,  on  the  Trent  road  in  light  marching  order  at  7  o'clock  on  the  rnorn- 
6  R  R — VOL  xvin 
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ing  of  Thursday,  llth  instant,  remaining  with  the  brigade  en  route  til 
the  afternoon  of  Friday,  when  we  were  detached,  in  company  with  tw< 
pieces  of  artillery,  under  command  of  Captain  Hansom,  to  guard  th< 
Beaver  Greek  Bridge,  the  main  road  to  Kinston,  and  the  road  to  Tren 
ton,  in  rear  of  the  advancing  column. 

Receiving  orders  from  Major-General  Foster  at  1.30  o'clock  on  Sunday 
morning  to  join  the  main  force  without  delay,  we  marched  at  sunrise 
having  in  charge  21  prisoners  (taken  by  the  cavalry  on  the  main  roat 
to  Kinston),  which  were  turned  over  to  the  provost-marshal  upon  ou] 
arrival  at  Kinston  on  Sunday  morning. 

We  advanced  with  the  brigade  on  Monday  morning,  arriving  at  the 
scene  of  action  at  White  Hall  about  11  a.  m.  on  Tuesday  morning,  and 
though  not  participating  in  the  engagement,  were  within  range  of  the 
enemy's  guns  on  the  right  of  the  artillery,  which  was  engaged. 

At  this  point,  in  obedience  to  orders  of  Major-General  Foster,  Lieu 
tenant  Sanderson,  with  a  detachment,  was  detailed  to  examine  the  rive] 
below  the  bridge,  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  fording  it.  After  j 
careful  examination  of  the  river  for  nearly  a  mile  he  reported  that  i 
was  not  fordable. 

Tuesday  afternoon,  passing  up  with  the  main  column  on  the  left  banl- 
of  the  Neuse,  we  bivouacked  at  night  about  12  miles  from  Goldsborough 

On  Wednesday  we  were  detailed  to  guard  the  baggage  train,  iron 
which  duty  we  were  relieved  in  the  afternoon  when  the  baggage  trail 
and  troops  were  countermarched,  after  the  burning  of  the  railroac 
bridge  by  the  advance,  keeping  our  place  on  the  return  on  Thursday 
Friday,  and  Saturday. 

We  encamped  on  Saturday  night  near  Deep  Gully  and  arrived  a' 
our  barracks,  on  the  Trent,  at  11  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning,  my  mei 
considerably  jaded  and  foot-sore. 

The  orders  in  regard  to  pillaging  and  foraging  were  enforced,  and  th< 
men  suffered  in  consequence  of  an  insufficient  supply  of  meat. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  fact  that  this  regiment  had  been  but  i 
week  in  the  field  and  received  their  arms  only  two  days  before  the^ 
received  inarching  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  they  behavec 
well  during  the  entire  march. 

None  were  killed,  2  wounded,  and  none  missing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  E.  SPKAGUE, 
Colonel  Fifty-first  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Regiment. 

Lieut.  E.  T.  PARKINSON,  A.  A.  A.  G.,  First  Brigade. 


No.  18. 

Report  of  Col.  Thomas  G.  Stevenson,  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts  In 
fantry,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  of  engagements  at  Kinston,  Whit\ 
Hall,  and  Goldsborough  Bridge,  December  14,  10,  and  17. 

HDQRS.  SECOND  BRIG.,  FIRST  Div.,  DEPT.  OF  K  C., 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  December  21,  1802. 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  result  of  tin 
part  taken  by  the  Second  Brigade  in  the  late  expedition  : 

Agreeably  to  orders  from  headquarters  this  brigade  joined  the  columi 
the  morning  of  December  11  on  the  Trent  road,  being  third  in  position 
Nothing  of  importance  occurred  until  the  morning  of  Sunday,  Decem 
ber  14,  when  within  a  few  miles  of  Kinston  the  advance  was  attacked 
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by  the  enemy  in  force.  The  Tenth  Connecticut  and  Forty-fourth  Mas 
sachusetts  were  ordered  into  position  on  right  of  road  in  support  of 
battery ;  the  Fifth  Rhode  Island  and  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts  on 
left  of  road  to  support  Belger's  battery.  The  Tenth  Connecticut,  Fifth 
Rhode  Island,  and  Forty-fourth  Massachusetts  were  then  ordered  for 
ward  to  the  ad  van co. 

The  Tenth  Connecticut  made  a  gallant  charge,  under  a  very  galling 
tire,  on  the  enemy,  who  were  rapidly  retreating  over  the  bridge  which 
had  been  set  on  lire.  The  Tenth  Connecticut  poured  in  a  very  destruc 
tive  fire,  capturing  a  rebel  stand  of  colors  and  a  number  of  prisoners. 
By  the  exertions  and  gallant  conduct  of  this  regiment  the  bridge  was 
saved;  they  being  the  first  to  cross.  As  soon  as  the  fire  on  the  bridge 
was  put  out  our  forces  crossed,  the  enemy  retreating  in  all  directions. 
No  more  resistance  being  offered,  my  brigade  bivouacked  on  the  out 
skirts  of  the  town. 

Next  morning  we  recrossed  the  river,  continuing  the  line  of  march 
toward  Goldsborough. 

On  the  morning  of  December  30  the  enemy  made  another  stand  at 
White  Hall,  occupying  a  strong  position  on  the  other  side  of  the  river, 
having  burned  the  bridge.  The  Forty-fourth  Massachusetts  and  Tenth 
Connecticut  were  ordered  into  position  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  on  the 
left  of  the  road  leading  to  the  bridge.  Belger's  battery  was  then  or 
dered  to  shell  the  woods,  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  being  so  com 
pletely  concealed  that  the  fire  of  our  infantry  had  but  little  effect.  The 
line  of  march  was  then  taken  up  toward  Goldsborough,  the  Fifth  lib  ode 
Island  and  a  few  sharpshooters  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts 
being  left  behind  to  engage  the  rebel  sharpshooters  till  the  rear  of  the 
column  had  passed. 

At  noon  on  the  17th  arrived  at  railroad  bridge  over  the  Neuse  Elver. 
Captain  Belger's  battery  was  ordered  to  the  front,  and  did  signal  serv 
ice  in  repelling  the  charges  of  the  enemy.  I  formed  my  brigade  in  line 
of  battle  on  the  hill  on  the  left  of  the  road.  The  enemy  having  been 
defeated,  I  was  ordered  to  take  up  the  line  of  march  toward  New  Berne ; 
had  got  but  a  few  miles  when  I  received  orders,  to  countermarch  and 
support  a  piece  of  artillery  posted  on  the  Everettsville  road,  where  1 
remained  about  an  hour.  1  then  received  orders  to  march  on  once  more 
toward  New  Berne,  arriving  here  last  evening  (^December  20). 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  referring,  as  I  do  with  gratitude, 
to  the  manner  in  which  Col.  F.  L.  Lee,  commanding  the  Forty-fourth 
Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia;  Lieut.  Col.  E.  Leggett, 
commanding  the  Tenth  Connecticut  Volunteers;  Maj.  E.  H.  Steven 
son, commanding  the  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts  Volunteers;  Captain 
Arnold,  commanding  the  Fifth  Rhode  Island  Volunteers,  and  Captain 
Belger,  commanding  the  Ehode  Island  battery  (which  was  attached  to 
my  brigade  for  the  occasion),  have  seconded  all  my  efforts  through 
out  the  whole  expedition.  Their  prompt  and  efficient  action  has  facili 
tated  every  movement  which  has  been  undertaken. 

The  valuable  services  of  the  Tenth  Connecticut  Volunteers  at  Kin- 
ston,  as  of  Captain  Belger's  battery  at  White  Hall  and  at  Everettsville, 
were  not  rendered,  I  regret  to  say,  without  heavy  loss,  as  indicated  by 
the  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  which  1  transmit.* 

THOS.  G.  STEVENSON, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Second  Jlriyade,  First  Division. 

Maj.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

*  Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  60. 
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No.   19. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  Lcggett,  Tenth  Connecticut  Infantry,  of  en 
gagement  at  Kinston,  December  14. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  this  regiment  in  the 
action  of  December  14  and  the  losses  sustained  by  it.  According  to  an 
order  received  from  General  Foster  I  advanced  my  regiment  over  three 
regiments  already  formed  in  line  in  the  woods.  On  reaching  the  second 
line  the  regiment  came  under  a  severe  fire  from  the  enemy,  but  went 
steadily  forward  to  the  first  line,  which  was  engaged  with  the  enemy 
and  somewhat  in  disorder.  The  regiment  formed  in  line  with  the  ad 
vance  and  opened  tire  upon  the  enemy.  After  being  under  fire  about 
thirty  minutes  the  fire  of  the  regiment  was  directed  to  the  bridge,  across 
which  the  enemy  were  retreating  arid  which  they  were  endeavoring  to 
burn.  In  some  five  minutes  the  enemy  broke  and  niy  regiment  moved 
at  a  double-quick  down  the  road.  A  portion  of  the  enemy  formed  in 
line  of  battle  in  a  corn  field  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  bridge  and 
opened  tire  on  us  as  we  came  on.  Immediately  on  taking  the  bridge, 
where  we  captured  about  50  of  the  enemy,  we  extinguished  the  flames. 
As  soon  as  the  enemy  found  we  had  taken  the  bridge  they  broke  up 
their  line  in  disorder  and  opened  on  us  from  the  ditches  on  each  side  of 
the  road.  The  regiment  remained  at  the  bridge  about  thirty  minutes, 
keeping  up  a  continual  fire  upon  the  enemy,  when  we  crossed  the  bridge, 
taking  a  number  of  prisoners  behind  the  intrenchinents  and,  pushing 
forward,  formed  in  line  of  battle  opposite  the  city  and  awaited  orders. 
While  in  the  woods  the  regiment  sustained  a  loss  of  90  killed  and 
wounded,  including  a  captain  and  lieutenant  killed  and  2  lieuten 
ants  wounded.  At  the  bridge  1  lieutenant  was  killed,  1  severely 
wounded,  and  (>  or  8  rank  and  file  wounded.  In  the  action  at  White 
Hall  we  formed  line  of  battle  and  advanced  to  the  river  on  the  left  of 
the  bridge,  opening  fire  according  to  order  received.  The  enemy  made 
no  response,  and  one  company  was  detailed  to  go  down  the  bank  ot 
the  river  in  search  of  a  ford.  Finding  none,  volunteers  were  called  for 
to  swim  the  river  and  cut  down  two  tall  trees  on  that  side,  while  two 
were  being  felled  on  this  side,  and  at  the  same  time  a  company  was 
sent  to  find  lumber  to  build  a  bridge.  The  regiment  was  at  work  form 
ing  a  bridge  when  it  received  orders  to  fall  back.  No  loss  was  suffered 
by  the  regiment  at  this  place. 

K.  LEGGBTT, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Comdg.  Tenth  Regiment  Connecticut  Vols. 


No.  20. 

Report  of  Col.  Horace   C.  Lee,  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  Infantry, 
commanding  Third  Brigade. 

HDQRS.  THIRD  BRIGADE,  DEPT.  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

New  Berne,  N.  <7.,  December  21,  1802. 

SIR  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  movements  of  the  Third  Brigade, 
consisting  of  the  Third,  Fifth,  Twenty-fifth,  Twenty-seventh,  and  Forty- 
sixth  Eegiments,  under  my  command,  on  the  late  expedition  to  Golds- 
borough  : 

We  were  in  line,  as  ordered,  on  Thursday,  December  11,  at  7  o'clock, 
our  position  being  with  the  baggage  train  in  the  rear.  It  was  nearly 
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1 0  before  we  were  in  column.  The  nature  of  the  roads  for  a  few  miles  out 
from  New  Berne  was  such  that  our  progress  was  quite  slow.  We  ar 
rived,  however,  at  the  camp  assigned  us,  on  the  Trent  road,  at  about 
8  p.  in. 

Friday  (12th)  we  inarched  through  the  day,  the  roads  through  the 
swamps  gradually  growing  worse,  the  train  being  constantly  delayed, 
until  10  p.  in.  I  had  before  leaving  camp  in  the  morning  ordered  Colonel 
Richmond,  of  the  Third  Regiment,  to  detail  five  companies  from  his 
regiment  to  march  beside  the  wagons  and  assist  the  teamsters.  Just 
before  dark  I  ordered  the  remaining  five  to  fall  back  and  assist  in  the 
same  manner,  as  the  roads  iu  many  places  were  almost  impassable. 

Saturday  (13th)  were  in  column  and  moving  by  8  o'clock,  having,  by 
order  from  General  Foster,  detailed  the  Third  Eegiment,  with  a  corps 
of  pioneers,  to  march  as  the  day  before  and  assist  the  train.  Arriving 
about  10  o'clock  at  a  cross-road,  up  which  the  main  body  had  passed, 
the  Forty  sixth  regiment,  with  a  section  of  Lee's  battery,  was  left  so 
posted  as  to  command  the  approach  from  the  main  road  to  Kinstou. 
We  arrived  soon  after  noon  at  a  field  near  a  creek  within  a  few  miles 
of  Kinston,  where  the  advance  had  met  and  driven  back  a  body  of  the 
enemy.  We  encamped  here  for  the  night,  and  dealt  out  to  the  men  two 
days'  rations  and  20  rounds  extra  of  ammunition. 

Sunday  (14th)  leaving  the  Fifth  Eegiment  to  guard  the  baggage 
train,  we  moved  up  the  Kinston  road,  the  Forty-sixth  falling  into  their 
position  in  line  as  we  came,  they  having  been,  by  order  of  General  Fos 
ter,  moved  up  from  the  post  where  they  had  been  left  and  occupied  one 
near  us  through  the  night.  We  soon  heard  firing  from  the  front  and 
learned  that  the  advance  had  met  the  enemy  near  Kinston.  When  we 
arrived  we  found  General  Wessells'  and  Colonel  Amory's  brigades  en 
gaged  and  Colonel  Stevenson's  drawn  up  in  two  lines,  supporting  Bel- 
ger's  battery  and  one  of  the  Third  New  York  Artillery.  We  were  soon 
ordered  to  relieve  Colonel  Stevenson's  command,  which  moved  forward, 
we  occupying  their  position.  While  here  the  enemy  retreated  and  we 
went  forward  into  Kinston,  encamping  for  the  night. 

Monday  (15th)  we  were  the  third  in  column,  General  Wessells  having 
charge  of  the  train,  following  the  First  and  Second  Brigades.  We  re- 
crossed  the  river,  marched  through  the  day,  and  encamped  about  8 
o'clock. 

Tuesday  (16th)  we  were  not  fairly  out  of  camp  when  firing  was  heard 
in  advance  of  us.  We  moved  on  as  rapidly  as  possible  and  found  the 
First  Brigade  engaged  with  the  enemy  at  White  Hall.  The  Second 
Brigade  was  soon  ordered  to  the  front,  and  we,  under  orders  from  Gen 
eral  Foster,  moved  immediately  on  toward  Goldsborough,  having,  as  we 
passed,  3  men  wounded,  leaving  a  small  detachment  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  and  Forty-sixth  Regiments  as  sharpshooters.  We  encamped  at 
sundown  about  8  miles  below  Goldsborough. 

Wednesday  (17th)  we  were  early  Hi  line.  Colonel  Heckman,  with 
the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  and  Ninth  New  Jersey  acting  as  skir 
mishers,  we  moved  forward  and  came  within  sight  of  the  Wilmington 
Railroad. 

About  11  o'clock  a  small  body  of  the  enemy  could  be  seen  upon  a 
hill-side  near  by.  Riggs'  battery  was  put  in  position  and  a  few  shells 
thrown  among  them,  when  they  disappeared.  We  immediately  ad 
vanced.  The  Twenty-fifth  and  Twenty  seventh  Regiments  were  moved 
forward  in  line  on  the  left,  the  battery  supported  by  the  Third  and 
Forty-sixth  upon  the  right,  the  Fifth,  which  had  now  come  up  with  us, 
remaining  in  column.  Emerging  from  the  wood  I  found  Colonel  Heck- 
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man  advancing  up  the  railroad,  and  sent  forward  to  support  him  the 
Twenty-fifth  and  Twenty-seventh  Regiments,  and  subsequently  the 
Third.  The  Fifth  I  formed  on  the  left  in  the  wood,  commanding  a 
road  running  down  from  a  mill  on  the  other  side  of  the  railroad.  Dis 
covering  the  appearance  of  troops  near  there,  I  sent  forward  a  com 
pany  of  skirmishers  from  the  Fifth  Regiment,  who  reported  that  cav 
alry  and  infantry  were  in  sight  within  the  wood  but  retired  as  they 
advanced.  The  bridge  across  the  ISTeuse  was  soon  seen  to  be  on  fire, 
and  orders  came  to  destroy  as  much  of  the  road  as  possible.  This  being- 
accomplished  and  the  firing  having  ceased  we  received  orders  to  form 
column  and  follow  the  main  column  en  route  to  New  Berne.  Four  regi 
ments  had  already  formed  and  passed,  most  of  them  across  the  creek, 
in  their  usual  and  regular  order  of  march,  leaving  the  Fifth  to  support 
the  battery. 

At  this  time  a  detachment  of  the  Third  New  York  Cavalry  coming 
up  moved  down  toward  the  burning  bridge,  a  few  approaching  its  im 
mediate  vicinity.  The  latter  were  fired  upon  apparently  by  a  regiment 
of  the  enemy  from  the  edge  of  the  wood  near  the  bridge.  The  cavalry 
then  moved  quickly  to  the  brow  of  the  hill,  followed  by  Captain  Mor 
rison's  battery,  which  had  been  stationed  midway  between  the  crest  of 
the  hill  and  the  bridge.  Two  or  three  regiments  (three  colors  were 
seen)  then  emerged  from  the  wood  and  quickly  formed  a  line  of  battle 
just  behind  the  railroad  track.  Captain  Morrison's  battery  then  opened 
a  rapid  fire  upon  them  with  shell,  grape,  and  canister.  A  portion  of 
the  enemy  instantly,  with  loud  cheers,  charged  up  the  hill  toward  the 
battery,  and  bore  up  steadily  in  the  face  of  a  well-directed  and  most 
destructive  fire. 

I  immediately  ordered  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Regiment  to  support 
Morrison's  battery,  and  recalled  the  regiments  that  had  retired  across 
the  creek,  and  ordered  up  Belger's  battery,  which  had  been  assigned 
to  me  on  account  of  its  having  more  ammunition  left  than  Riggs'. 
Warned  by  the  rapid  fire  of  the  battery  and  by  the  cheers  of  the  enemy 
they  came  up  rapidly,  whereupon  I  posted  the  Twenty-seventh  Massa 
chusetts  Regiment  on  the  left  to  prevent  a  flank  attack  in  that  direction, 
and  placed  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  in  support,  believing  the 
main  attack  of  the  enemy  was  in  this  direction,  where  he  was  supported 
by  artillery.  On  the  right  I  disposed  the  Third* Massachusetts  Regi 
ment  to  resist  a  flank  movement  in  that  direction,  and  the  Forty-sixth 
Massachusetts  was  held  in  reserve  so  as  to  be  readily  available  to  sup 
port  the  weakest  portion  of  the  line. 

The  enemy  meanwhile  had  been  staggered  by  the  crushing  fire  of  the 
batteries,  and  at  sight  of  my  supporting  regiments  broke  and  fled  in 
disorder  to  the  wood.  His  retreat  was  covered  by  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
battery  on  his  right,  which  inflicted  on  my  command  a  loss  of  3  killed 
and  19  wounded. 

Hereupon  I  ordered  the  Twenty-seventh  Regiment  to  file  into  the 
wood  and  to  approach  the  enemy's  left  and  open  fire,  which  they  did  ac 
cordingly.  At  this  time  a  section  of  Riggs'  battery  opened  fire  from  the 
eminence  near  the  building  used  as  a  hospital,  and  I  received  orders  from 
General  Foster  to  retire  under  cover  of  this  fire  unless  closely  pressed 
by  the  enemy.  The  advance  of  the  Twenty-seventh  was  checked  by  the 
lire  from  Riggs'  battery,  but  the  regiment  reached  a  point  at  which  it 
could  put  in  a  few  effective  volleys.  Simultaneously  Captain  ."Belger's 
Rhode  Island  battery  took  position  Hear  rny  center  and  replied  to  the 
enemy's  battery  with  good  effect,  and  also  shelled  the  wood  that  covered 
his  infantry. 
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The  last  effort  of  the  enemy  was  made  on  my  right.  lie  extended  his 
lines  along  the  wood  arid  threatened  my  flank,  when  I  ordered  the  Third 
Massachusetts  to  open  tire.  They  did  so,  but  soon  discontinued  as  the 
enemy  retired.  .  .  • 

The  battery  on  my  left  being  silenced  and  the  enemy  making  no 
further  demonstration,  and  having  received  information  that  the  creek 
in  our  rear  was  rapidly  rising,  I  ordered  my  command  to  withdraw.  In 
crossing  the  creek  the  water  was  up  to  the  waists  of  the  men. 

Before  retiring  the  field  was  carefully  searched  and  the  bodies  of  our 
dead  were  brought  off.  Our  position  was  such,  being  just  at  the  crest 
of  the  hill,  that  our  loss  was  quite  small. 

My  column  slowly  and  in  proper  order  now  rejoined  the  main  body. 
We  arrived  at  New  Berne  on  Sunday. 

It  is  perhaps  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  that  the  old  regiments 
(Twenty -fifth  and  Twenty-seventh)  sustained  their  previous  well-earned 
reputation,  officers  and  men  doing  their  utmost  not  only  to  hold  but  to 
add  to  their  laurels  acquired  in  the  old  First  Brigade.  The  new  regi 
ments  did  nobly,  inarching  up  steadily  and  firmly  and  maintaining  their 
line  and  position  without  flinching  even  in  the  most  exposed  situations. 

I  received  great  assistance  from  my  acting  assistant  adjutant-gen 
eral,  Bartlett,  and  my  aides,  Lieutenant  Myrick,  of  the  Fifth  Regiment, 
and  Lieutenant  Marsh,  of  the  Forty-sixth. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  0.  LEE, 
CoL  Twenty -seventh  Mass.  Regt.,  Comely.  Third  Brig. 

Maj.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  21. 
Report  of  Maj.  Josiah  Tickett,  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  Infantry. 

HDQRS.  TWENTY-FIFTH  REGT.  MASSACHUSETTS  VOLS., 
Camp  Oliver,  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  December  29,  1862. 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  Twenty -fifth  Regiment  in  the  late  expedition  to  Kinston 
and  Goidsborough : 

Arriving  from  Plymouth  late  on  the  afternoon  of  the  10th  with  six 
companies  of  my  regiment,  I  found  orders  awaiting  me  to  be  ready  to 
inarch  at  7  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  llth  and  assigning  my  regi 
ment  to  the  Third  Brigade,  under  command  of  Colonel  Lee.  I  left  New 
Berne  on  the  morning  of  the  llth  with  six  companies  of  the  regiment. 
Captain  Moulton  joined  me  at  the  Harrison  place  (onr  outpost  on  the 
Trent  road)  with  the  other  four  companies,  making  an  effective  force, 
exclusive  of  field,  staff,  and  line  officers,  of  672  men.  Nothing  occurred 
in  which  the  regiment  or  any  of  it  took  part  worthy  of  note  till  Sunday, 
the  14th  instant,  when  our  forces  arrived  in  front  of  and  commenced 
the  battle  of  Kinston.  Receiving  orders  to  support  Battery  H,  Third 
New  York  Artillery,  I  formed  my  regiment  in  line  of  battle  and  took 
position  upon  the  left  of  the  battery.  Receiving  orders  shortly  after 
ward  to  support  Belger's  Rhode  Island  battery  I  moved  forward  and 
took  position  upon  the  left.  In  this  latter  position  I  remained  until  the 
battle  was  decided.  I  then  moved  forward,  crossed  the  bridge,  and 
bivouacked  my  regiment  that  night  in  Kiuston. 
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On  Holiday,  the  15th,  the  march  was  resumed. 

On  the  16th  our  forces  were  engaged  at  White  Hall.  Hy  regiment 
though  within  range  of  the  enemy's  guns,  was  not  engaged,  but  march 
ing  by  the  flank  through  the  fields  in  the  rear  of  our  batteries  we  tool 
up  the  line  of  march  for  Goldsborough.  At  this  time  I  was  called  upoi 
to  furnish  sharpshooters  for  duty  on  the  banks  of  the  river  in  clearing 
the  woods  on  the  other  side  of  the  enemy's  riflemen.  About  100  of  nn 
men  volunteered  for  this  dangerous  duty.  After  being  posted  -the; 
rendered  effective  service.  One  man  was  here  shot  through  the  heat 
and  severely  wounded. 

On  the  17th  the  line  of  march  was  resumed,  the  Third  Brigade  hav 
ing  the  advance.  Late  in  the  morning  skirmishing  with  the  enemy's 
pickets  commenced,  which  continued  until  we  came  upon  their  mail 
force  posted  this  side  of  the  railroad  bridge  crossing  the  Neuse  River 
I  was  ordered  forward  to  be  in  readiness  to  support  the  Seventeentl 
Massachusetts  and  the  Ninth  New  Jersey,  who  were  sharply  engagec 
with  the  enemy.  I  moved  forward  in  line  of  battle,  taking  position  01 
the  right  of  the  railroad  in  the  rear  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Massachu 
setts  and  quite  near  our  batteries.  I  remained  in  this  position  till  tin 
bridge  was  burnt  and  the  railroad  torn  up,  when  my  regiment  was  with 
drawn  from  the  field.  In  a  short  time  the  enemy  again  made  his  ap 
pearance,  advancing  in  two  lines  of  battle  with  evident  design  of  charg 
ing  upon  and  taking  one  of  our  batteries.  Receiving  orders  to  agaii 
move  into  the  field  I  advanced  by  the  flank  at  double-quick  and  wa; 
assigned  position  in  the  rear  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  am 
on  the  left  and  supporting  Belger's  battery.  I  ordered  my  men  to  li< 
do\fn,  and  though  exposed  to  a  severe  fire  from  the  enemy  which  we  }ja< 
no  chance  to  return  yet  the  men  behaved  with  perfect  coolness.  \Vhil< 
in  this  position  we  sustained  a  loss  of  1  killed  and  3  wounded.  Isigh 
brought  an  end  to  the  contest,  anil  we  were  withdrawn,  and  took  up  th< 
line  of  march  for  New  Berne,  which  we  reached  on  Sunday,  the  Hist 
and  went  into  camp  on  our  old  ground. 

I  cannot  end  without  mentioning  in  terms  of  the  highest  praise  tin 
conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  during  the  whole  expedition.  On  tin 
march,  in  the  bivouac,  under  fire,  in  everything  that  they  were  callec 
upon  to  perform  they  showed  all  the  qualities  of  the  true  soldier,  am 
their  conduct  merits  and  receives  my  heartiest  commendations. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSIAH  PICKETT, 

Major,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  GEORGE  W.  BARTLETT, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Brigade. 


No.  22. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  William  S.  Shurtleff,  Forty-sixth  Massachusetts  In 

fantry. 

HDQRS.  FORTY-SIXTH  MASSACHUSETTS  VOLUNTEERS, 

Neio  Berne,  N.  0.,  December  — ,  1802. 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  pursuance  of  your  Orders,  No 
IS,  dated  December  10, 1802,  the  Forty-sixth  Regiment  of  Massachu  sett 
Volunteer  Militia  left  its  camping  ground  and  entered  upon  its  place  ii 
line  of  march  at  7  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  Thursday,  December  11, 1S62 
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and,  in  company  with  the  other  regiments  and  being  third  in  line  of  your 
brigade,  were  en  route  toward  Kinston  at  about  9  o'clock  a.  in.,  continu 
ing  the  march  until  about  10  o'clock  p.  in.,  when  it  went  into  camp  about 
13  miles  from  !New  Berne,  on  the  Trent  road.  It  recommenced  its  march 
in  the  same  order  at  9  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  December  12,  and  noth 
ing  of  note  having  transpired  again  encamped  with  the  other  regiments 
of  yours  and  the  preceding  brigades  about  28  miles  from  New  Berne. 

Our  march  was  again  resumed  on  the  morning  of  Saturday,  the  13th, 
at  about  9  a.  m.,  and  continued  for  about  an  hour,  when  our  regiment 
was  detached  from  your  brigade  and  left,  with  two  pieces  of  Biggs' 
battery,  Captain  Lee,  to  guard  and  hold  certain  cross-roads  and  the 
approaches  from  the  rear  and  front  of  the  center  road  of  the  three  roads 
leading  to  Kinston. 

The  artillery  having  been  placed  with  excellent  judgment  and  skill 
by  Captain  Lee  in  position  to  completely  command  the  approach  in  front 
from  Kinston,  the  Forty-sixth  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  behind 
and  in  support.  Pickets  were  thrown  forward  on  the  Kinston  road  and 
one  company  (F),  under  Captain  Couwell,  was  detached  and  posted  at 
two  angles  of  a  triangle,  some  200  yards  in  our  rear,  formed  by  a  cross 
by-road  connecting  the  road  on  which  our  main  body  was  posted  and 
the  road  taken  by  the  main  body  of  the  army,  so  that  no  approach  upon 
either  road  could  be  made  by  the  enemy  without  our  receiving  timely 
warning.  We  held  this  position  until  sundown,  wThen  I  received  orders 
from  Major  Hoffman  to  advance  my  command  4  miles  nearer  to  Kinston 
up  the  road  on  which  we  were  then  posted,  and  to  hold  and  occupy  cer 
tain  cross-roads  indicated  until  further  orders.  This  order  we  executed, 
making  the  march  after  nightfall.  I  detached  Company  1)  (Captain 
Grimes),  to  march  some  50  yards  in  advance,  and  then  threw  forward  10 
men,  under  Lieutenant  Knapp,  as  an  advance  guard  against  surprise. 
Having  arrived  at  the  position  indicated,  the  artillery  was  placed  in 
position  by  Captain  Lee,  the  infantry  drawn  up  in  line  in  support  in  the 
edge  of  the  woods  skirting  the  cross-road;  the  several  roads  thoroughly 
picketed;  the  main  road  in  front  and  a  cross  road  leading  to  the  right 
by  Captain  Grimes'  company,  divided  so  as  to  make  three  posts,  in 
charge,  respectively,  of  Captain  Grimes,  Lieutenant  Knapp,  and  Lieu 
tenant  Bronson;  the  road  in  our  rear  picketed  with  two  posts  from 
Captain  Kingsbury's  company  (B),  and  the  road  leading  to  the  left 
and  toward  the  position  of  the  advance  of  the  army,  and  the  road  in 
our  immediate  right  and  left  front  by  detachments  from  Captain  Lin 
coln's  company  (G).  Our  baggage  train  I  brought  forward  and  placed 
on  our  left,  on  the  cross-road  leading  to  the  rear  of  the  advance,  and 
of  course  between  our  left  and  our  pickets.  The  men  were  then  ordered 
to  lie  upon  their  arms,  and  of  course  no  camp  fires  were  allowed.  This 
position  we  occupied  undisturbed  until  morning,  our  pickets  bringing  in 
one  prisoner,  whom  I  delivered  to  the  care  of  the  rear  guard;  ami  then, 
in  pursuance  of  an  order  from  Major  Hoffman,  received  about  midnight, 
we  proceeded  at  7  a.  m.  of  the  next  day  to  rejoin  the  main  body,  arriv 
ing  just  in  time  to  take  our  proper  place  in  line,  where  we  continued 
until,  the  advance  becoming  engaged  near  Kinston,  we  were  sent  by 
your  orders  forward  to  support  a  battery,  not  then,  however,  engaged. 
After  the  engagement  at  Kinston  was  over  we  under  your  orders  re 
sumed  our  former  position  in  line,  and  entering  Kinston  encamped  there 
with  the  rest  of  your  brigade. 

Resuming  our  inarch  on  the  following  morning  (Monday)  we  preserved 
our  place  iii  line  until,  the  advance  being  engaged  at  White  Hall  with 
the  artillery,  under  your  orders  we  passed  forward  following  the  Twenty- 
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fifth  Massachusetts  and  formed  in  line  on  its  left,  but  were  immediately 
after  by  you  ordered  into  line  of  march  again. 

At  this  time  some  50  men  were  detached,  under  orders  purporting  and 
believed  to  come  from  Major-General  Foster,  to  remain  at  White  Hall 
as  sharpshooters.  We  then  proceeded  in  our  proper  place  and  en 
camped  about  6  p.  in.  Our  detachment  of  sharpshooters  all  reported 
to  the  regiment  before  morning,  with  the  exception  of  one,  Chapin,  of 
Company  I,  who  was  wounded  by  a  rifle-ball  from  the  enemy's  sharp 
shooters  in  the  arm,  not  dangerously.  Our  march  was  resumed  in  place 
on  the  following  morning  about  half  past  7  o'clock,  and,  upon  arriving 
near  the  line  of  the  Wilmington  Railroad,  your  brigade  engaging  the 
enemy,  we  were  ordered  up  and  formed  line  in  support  of  Belger's  bat 
tery,  in  a  position  taken  at  first  but  at  once  changed  before  it  engaged 
the  enemy,  we  following  it  and  supporting  it  in  its  new  position  on  the 
brow  of  a  hill  commanding  the  railroad  and  woods  around  the  railroad 
bridge.  This  position  we  occupied  until,  the  bridge  having  been  burned 
and  the  track  torn  up,  the  battery  retired  and  we  were  ordered  to  fol 
low  it  en  route  for  New  Berne. 

Pending,  however,  forming  the  line  for  the  march,  the  enemy  reap 
pearing  to  the  right  and  front  of  our  late  position  and  threatening  the 
battery  left  to  cover  our  retiring  force  as  well  as  our  flank,  we  were 
ordered  back  and  at  once  formed  in  rear  of  the  Third  Massachusetts. 
In  this  position  we  remained,  the  men  lying  down,  being  subjected  to 
a  somewhat  annoying  fire  of  the  enemy's  battery  on  our  left,  but  with 
out  having  any  opportunity  to  engage  any  portion  of  his  force,  until 
under  your  orders  (the  enemy's  batteries  having  been  either  silenced 
or  withdrawn  and  his  infantry  retired)  we  resumed  our  place  in  line  en 
route  again  for  New  Berne,  having  at  the  outset  to  ford  a  mill-stream 
rendered  swift  and  deep  by  the  raising  of  the  flood-gates  by  the  enemy, 
as  we  supposed.  In  this  action,  and  while  occupying  our  position  after 
the  renewal  of  the  engagement,  I  regret  to  state  that  we  had  1  man 
(one  Wall,  of  Holyoke,  Mass.,  a  member  of  Company  B)  mortally  wounded 
and  3  others  wounded  by  the  shell  of  the  enemy,  the  details  of  which 

1  give  in  paper  marked  A,  appended  hereto.*    Continuing  our  march,  we 
encamped  with  the  rest  of  your  brigade  about  10  o'clock  p.  m.  at  our 
camping  ground  of  the  previous  night,  and,  resuming  our  march  on  the 
following  morning  at  8  o'clock,  reached  camp  at  about  11  o'clock  p.  m. 
after  a  march  toilsome  and  harassing  to  the  men  to  the  last  degree. 

Besurning  our  march  at  8  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  following  day,  after  a 
comparatively  easy  march  of  some  12  miles  we  encamped  about  6  miles 
below  Kinston,  passing  down  the  river  road.  Resuming  our  march  in  our 
place  in  line  on  the  day  following,  at  8  o'clock  a.  m.,  we  again  encamped 
at  G  o'clock  some  13  miles  from  New  Berne,  on  the  Trent  road,  and  from 
this  place  our  ambulances  without  halting  were  sent  forward  under 
charge  of  Maj.  James  H.  Waterman,  surgeon  of  our  regiment,  then  in 
charge  of  the  ambulance  train,  to  New  Berne,  our  wagons  following  at 
early  morning  in  advance  of  the  brigade.  Resuming  our  march  at  7 
o'clock  a.  m.  we  arrived  at  New  Berne  and  our  camping  ground  about 

2  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  men  very  foot-sore  and  weary,  otherwise  in  good  con 
dition  and  spirits.     I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  from  my  care 
ful  observation  of  the  men  under  my  command,  both  under  the  trials- of 
toilsome  marches  and  the  excitement  of  anticipated  engagement  with 
the  enemy,  I  believe  you  have  in  them  a  body  upon  whom  you  may 
with  confidence  rely  should  occasion  require  you  to  use  them  in  any 
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of  the  ways  that  the  exigencies  of  the  service  may  require.  I  am 
happy  also  to  bear  witness  to  the  energetic  and  conscientiously  careful 
discharge  of  duty  on  the  part  of  Captain  Lee,  with  whom  1  was  asso 
ciated,  as  1  have  stated,  and  to  whom  I  am  greatly  indebted  for  valua 
ble  assistance  and  counsel  on  our  solitary  night  march  and  bivouac, 
and  who,  I  am  glad  to  learn,  on  subsequent  detached  duty  added  to  his 
reputation  and  performed  valuable  service. 

I  should  deprive  myself  also  of  a  pleasure  if  I  omitted  to  call  to  your 
notice  the  fact  that  the  adjutant  of  our  regiment,  James  G.  Smith,  com-, 
meriting  the  expedition  suffering  from  a  painful  accidental  shot  wound 
in  the  leg,  still  insisted  upon  accompanying  the  regiment,  and  though 
having  double  duty  to  perform,  in  the  absence  of  one  of  the  field  officers, 
still  manfully  endured  all  the  toils  of  the  march  and  the  field  and  ren 
dered  me  invaluable  service  in  the  management  and  control  of  the  regi 
ment.  I  should  also  state  that  Colonel  Bowler  accompanied  the  expe 
dition  until  after  the  affair  at  Kinston,  but  was  unable  by  reason  of 
indisposition  to  assume  command,  and  felt  constrained  by" increasing 
illness  to  return  to  New  Berne  011  the  morning  of  the  third  of  the  ex 
pedition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  S.  SHUETLBPF, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Comdf/.  Forty-sixth  Massachusetts  Volunteers. 

Col.  HORACE  C.  LEE, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade,  First  Division. 


No.  23. 

Report  of  Col.  Charles  A.  Heckman,  Ninth  New  Jersey  Infantry  7  First 
Brigade,  Second  Division. 

HDQRS.  NINTH  EEGIMENT  NEW  JERSEY  VOLUNTEERS, 

Camp  Reno,  December  21,  18G2. 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  accordance  with  your  order 
I  on  the  morning  of  the  llth  with  my  regiment  took  my  position  on 
the  right  of  the  column,  which  position  it  retained  during  the  whole 
march. 

On  the  second  day,  December  12,  we  came  up  with  the  advance  guard 
of  the  enemy.  I  immediately  deployed  two  companies  as  skirmishers, 
and  drove  the  enemy  back  without  loss  on  our  side. 

On  the  morning  of  December  13,  at  11  a.  m.,  we  came  up  with  the 
enemy,  who  had  two  guns  in  position  on  the  .west  bank  of  Southwest 
Creek,  supported  by  infantry.  I  here  found  Captain  Cole,  Third  New 
York  Cavalry,  with  his  men  dismounted,  warmly  engaged  with  the 
enemy.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mix  had  placed  Lieutenant  Day's  section 
of  Morrison's  battery  in  a  good  position  and  was  sending  shell  into  them 
rapidly.  I  immediately  ordered  Companies  C,  H,  and  G  to  cross  the 
stream  on  the  right,  while  with  the  remainder  of  the  regiment  1  crossed 
at  a  mill-dam  about  a  mile  above  011  the  left.  On  arriving  at  their 
works  from  their  rear  I  found  it  deserted  and  the  guns  withdrawn.  My 
whole  command  having  joined  me  I  stationed  one  company  at  the  bridge 
and  with  the  balance,  having  sent  you  word  of  my  intention,  proceeded 
up  the  road,  and  when  about  a  mile  from  the  creek  was  saluted  by  a 
round  of  canister  from  a  G-pounder  and  musketry.  I  charged  on  the 
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double-quick  and  Yankee  yell  and  secured  one  G-poniuler  and  caissoi 
killed  3,  wounded  several,  and  took  8  of  the  enemy  prisoners.  Ski] 
mishing  continued  through  the  whole  day,  iny  loss  being  1  wouude 
and  1  taken  prisoner. 

About  3  p.  in.  Captain  Cole,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  reported  t 
me,  by  order  of  General  Wessells,  to  reconnoiter  forward.  We  had  pr( 
ceeded  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  when  our  advance  guard  was  fire 
upon  by  volleys  of  musketry  from  both  sides  of  the  road,  wounding 
cavalryman.  I  ordered  the  cavalry  to  the  rear  and  deployed  as  ski: 
mishers  three*  companies  on  each  side  of  the  road.  The  men  advance 
steadily  and  firmly  under  a  heavy  but  wild  firing  of  two  regiments  < 
infantry  and  two  G-ponnders.  Morrison's  battery  came  to  my  assis 
ance  and  drove  the  enemy  into  their  stronghold.  We  bivouacked  fc 
the  night. 

On  Sunday,  December  14,  the  enemy  was  found  posted  about  1  mil 
this  side  of  the  village  of  Kinston  in  strong  force.  Four  companies  (( 
I),  E,  and  I)  were  sent  forward  as  skirmishers.  They  were  opened  o 
by  artillery  and  infantry,  but  stood  their  ground  admirably,  and  doin 
great  injury  to  the  enemy  by  their  well-directed  fire.  Again  Morriso 
came  forward  with  a  section  of  his  battery  and  opened  briskly,  a  reg 
meut  having  arrived  to  support  the  battery.  With  the  remaining  si 
companies  I  moved  to  the  right  to  prevent  being  flanked  from  thi 
direction.  We  came  up  with  a  regiment  of  them  on  our  right  iron 
engaged  them,  and  in  a  few  minutes  forced  them  to  retreat  precipitate!; 

1  next  discovered  &  regiment  on  my  right  flank.  Captain  

with  a  section  of  his  battery  (New  York  artillery),  opened  upon  tbei 
with  splendid  effect,  and  prevented  them  from  forming  a  junction  wit 
their  main  column.  Being  re  enforced  by  four  regiments  of  Wessell 
brigade  (Eighty-fifth  and  Ninety-sixth  New  York,  One  hundred  and  iir> 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts)  1  formed  the  Eight; 
fifth,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Welhnan,  and  the  Ninety-sixth,  Colonel  GraJ 
in  line  of  battle  to  the  right,  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  and  Seventeen  t 
Massachusetts  facing  to  our  original  fronts.  The  Eighty-fifth  an 
Ninety-sixth  advanced  rapidly  about  400  yards,  discovered  the  euem 
behind  a  fence  in  the  edge  of  the  wood,  and  poured  a  volley  into  them,  i 
which  they  fled  in  confusion,  exposed  to  our  fire.  I  then  ordered  tb 
Ninety -six  th,  supported  by  the  Eighty-fifth,  to  advance,  under  cover  ( 
the  wood,  upon  the  bridge,  and  the  Ninth  New  Jersey,  supported  b 
the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts,  to  advance  in  a  direct  line  across  tli 
open  ground  to  the  same  point.  The  One  hundred  and  first  reinaine 
to  support  the  battery. 

On  arriving  near  the  bridge,  shell,  canister,  and  musketry  were  opene 
upon  us  from  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river.  Firing  continued  froi 
both  sides  about  twenty,  minutes. 

I  regret,  sir,  the  necessity  to  report  that  at  this  point  we  lost  tlj 
gallant  Colonel  Gray. 

After  the  enemy's  guns  had  been  silenced  and  their  forces  disperse 
the  Ninth  New  Jersey,  aided  by  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  an 
Eighty-fifth  New  York,  extinguished  the  flames  of  the  burning  bridg 
and  crossed  in  the  following  order:  Ninth,  Seventeenth,  and  Eight) 
fifth. 

My  regiment  secured  three  6-pounder  brass  guns,  one  stand  of  colon 
and  a  number  of  prisoners  and  small-arms. 

Loss,  2  killed,  .H2  wounded,  and  1  missing. 

I  take  pleasuue  in  adding  that  the  lamented  Colonel  Gray,  Lieutenan 
Colonel  Fellows,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wellman,  and  Major  Zabriskh 
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with  their  commands,  without  exception,  displayed  marked  l)ravery 
and  coolness,  and  proved  effectually  their  efficiency  and  gallantry. 

As  soon  as  the  bridge  was  sufficiently  repaired  to  permit  the  crossing 
of  the  artillery  I  received  the  order  forward.  We  marched  through 
the  town,  the  Ninth  having  the  advance  and  the  Seventeenth  Massa 
chusetts  following.  We  marched  along  the  bank  of  the  river,  crossed 
the  railroad,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  about  2  miles  from  Kinston, 
on  the  Goldsborough  road. 

At  0  a.  in.,  the  15th  instant,  received  orders  to  return  to  the  bridge. 
On  arriving. at  the  bridge  we  crossed  and  continued  our  march  in  the 
direction  of  White  Hall.  Nothing  of  interest  occurred  throughout  the 
day,  and  at  night  bivouacked  3  miles  from  White  Hall. 

At  7  a.  m.,  16th  instant,  we  were  again  in  motion,  the  Ninth  New 
Jersey  in  advance.  Upon  our  arrival  at  White  Hall  my  advance  guard 
drew  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  who  were  strongly  intrenched  and  fortified 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  having  previously  burned  the  bridge 
to  prevent  our  crossing.  I  immediately  ordered  the  fences  thrown 
down  on  each  side  of  the  road  for  the  artillery  to  take  their  position. 
In  the  mean  time  I  had  ordered  lour  companies  to  deploy  as  skirmish 
ers,  which  they  did,  the  entire  length  of  our  front,  and  the  engage 
ment  soon  became  general.  The  remaining  six  companies  of  the  Ninth 
were  immediately  ordered  forward  to  support  the  skirmishers  and,  when 
an  opportunity  offered,  to  engage  the  enemy.  The  Ninth  warmly  en 
gaged  the  enemy  until  their  ammunition  (00  rounds)  was  expended. 
The  regiment  was  then  ordered  to  retire  and  send  for  ammunition.  The 
Seventeenth  Massachusetts  relieved  us  on  the  left  and  the  Twenty-third 
Massachusetts  on  the  right.  While  waiting  for  ammunition  the  column 
was  ordered  forward.  We  received  orders  to  wait  for  our  supply  and 
bring  up  the  rear. 

Our  loss  was  3  killed,  42  wounded,  and  3  missing. 

I  then  received  orders  to  take  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  and 
proceed  in  advance  toward  Goldsborough  Bridge.  Bivouacked  the 
night  of  the  16th  about  5  miles  from  the  bridge. 

Morning  of  the  17th  column  again  moving,  Seventeenth  Massachu 
setts  in  advance,  Ninth  New  Jersey  following.  About  2  miles  from  the 
bridge  commenced  driving  in  the  enemy's  pickets.  On  coming  in  sight 
of  the  bridge  saw  a  regiment  of  the  enemy  passing  along  the  railroad.  I 
immediately  ordered  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  to  send  out  skir 
mishers  and  advance  on  the  left  of  the  road  and  the  Ninth  New  Jersey 
to  deploy  and  advance  on  the  right  as  far  as  the  railroad.  Found  the 
enemy  here  in  force  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  The  Seventeenth,  on 
reaching  the  railroad,  by  my  order  left  one  company  where  the  country 
road  crosses  the  railroad  and  then  inarched  down  the  railroad  in  the  di 
rection  of  the  bridge.  The  company  left  in  position  on  the  country  road 
were  charged  upon  by  a  squadron  of  cavalry  whom  they  repulsed,  and 
captured  2  prisoners,  without  loss  on  our  side.  The  Ninth  advanced 
on  the  right  of  the  Seventeenth  to  within  30  feet  of  the  river  and 
bridge.  As  soon  as  the  artillery  arrived  on  the  ground  I  withdrew  the 
Ninth  New  Jersey  and  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  to  give  the  artillery 
position.  Torched  were  sent  us  and  orders  to  burn  the  bridge.  I  rode 
up  to  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  and  called  for  volunteers  to  burn  the  bridge. 
Numbers  volunteered  instantly,  but  as  I  wanted  but  three,  Lieutenant 
Graham,  acting  aide  to  me,  and  two  privates,  one  of  Company  E,  William 
Lemons,  and  -  — ,  took  the  port  fires  and  started  on  their  dangerous 
mission.  The  enemy  were  thickly  posted  on  both  sides  of  the  river  and 
all  about  the  bridge,  but  the  volunteers  were  successful,  and  we  soon 
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had  the  gratification  of  seeing  flames  and  smoke  ascending  in  columns, 
and  the  bridge  was  effectually  destroyed.     Our  loss  was  12  wounded. 

The  object  of  the  expedition  having  been  accomplished  I  received 
orders  to  countermarch  and  return.  Had  proceeded  about  1  mile  when 
firing  was  heard  in  our  rear,  and  word  came  forward  that  our  rear  had 
been  attacked.  I  immediately  ordered  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  into  lino 
of  battle  on  the  left  of  the  road  and  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  on 
the  right.  Soon  after  forming  there  I  received  orders  to  return  to  the 
scene  of  action,  which  I  did,  and  posted  niy  regiments  on  the  right  and 
left  of  the  country  road  and  left  of  Belger's  battery,  which  was  warmly 
engaged  with  the  enemy.  Remained  in  that  position  about  thirty  min 
utes,  when  we  were  relieved  by  a  regiment  of  Wessells'  brigade,  and 
we  started  on  our  return  and  arrived  at  New  Berne  Saturday  evening, 
20th  instant,  having  inarched  the  last  day  30  miles. 

Officers  and  men  displayed  great  coolness  and  bravery.  The  color- 
sergeant  and  color-guard  behaved  nobly. 

I  deem  it  my  duty,  however,  to  mention  particularly  Lieut.  George 
Graham,  of  Rocket  Battery,  W.  W.  McOhesney  (citizen),  volunteer 
aides,  for  valuable  services  rendered  throughout  the  expedition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

C.  A.  HECKMAN, 

Colonel. 

General  J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina. 


No.  24. 
Report  of  Maj.  Abram  Zabrislde,  Ninth  New  Jersey  Infantry. 

HDQRS.  NINTH  REGIMENT  NEAV  JERSEY  YOLS., 

December  21,  1802. 

SIR  :  I  respectfully  forward  to  you  the  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
the  regiment  under  my  command  in  the  expedition,  under  Major-Gen 
eral  Foster,  against  Goldsborough  : 

We  started  from  New  Berne  on  the  morning  of  December  11,  this 
regiment  holding  the  advance  of  the  column,  which  position  it  retained 
during  the  whole  march. 

On  the  second  day,  December  12,  we  came  up  with  the  advance  guard 
of  the  enemy.  By  your  order  two  companies  were  sent  forward  as  skir 
mishers,  and  continued  steadily  to  drive  the  enemy  back  without  any 
loss  on  our  side. 

On  the  morning  of  December  13,  at  11  a.  m.,  we  came  up  with  the 
enemy  in  a  strong  position  on  the  west  bank  of  Southwest  Creek. 
Two  of  the  companies  wrere  ordered  to  cross  the  stream  on  the  right, 
while  the  remainder  of  the  regiment  crossed  at  a  mill-dam  about  a  mile 
above  on  the  left.  When  we  arrived  at  the  breastwork  thrown  up  by 
the  enemy  I  found  it  deserted  both  by  their  artillery  and  infantry. 
However,  discovering  the  enemy  half  a  mile  farther  up  the  road,  the 
regiment  charged  on  them  at  a  run,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  a  gun 
and  caisson,  6-pounder,  besides  wounding  3  of  the  enemy  and  taking  G 
or  8  prisoners.  Skirmishing  with  the  enemy  continued  through  the 
whole  day,  our  loss  being  1  man  wounded  and  1  taken  x>risoner. 
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On  Sunday,  December  14,  the  enemy  were  found  posted  about  1  mile 
this  side  of  the  village  of  Kinston  in  strong  force.  Four  companies  (0, 
D,  E,  and  I)  were  sent  forward  as  skirmishers.  They  were  soon  opened 
on  by  artillery  and  infantry,  but  stood  their  ground  admirably,  holding 
the  position  they  had  taken  and  doing  great  injury  to  the  enemy  by 
their  well-directed  fire.  The  remaining  six  companies  were  sent  on  the 
right  to  flank  the  enemy's  position.  We  came  up  with  a  regiment  of 
them  stationed  in  the  wood  on  the  right,  and  after  a  half  hour's  fight 
succeeded  in  forcing  them  to  retreat  precipitately.  Then  advancing 
by  your  order  across  the  field  to  the  road  I  opened  fire  with  the  head 
ot'  column  upon  the  enemy,  who  were  retreating  across  the  bridge,  and 
succeeded  in  preventing  their  escape.  After  crossing  the  bridge  we 
took  three  guns,  one  stand  of  colors,  and  numerous  prisoners. 

Our  loss  in  this  battle  amounted  to  2  killed,  32  wounded,  and  1  miss 
ing. 

Besuming  our  inarch,  ou  the  IGth  we  came  up  with  the  enemy  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Neuse  Kiver,  at  White  llall,  posted  behind  breast 
works  and  buildings.  The  whole  regiment  was  deployed  along  the  banks 
of  the  river,  kept  up  a  brisk  fire  for  about  two  hours,  and  were  at  last 
relieved,  our  ammunition  being  expended  and  our  loss  being  very 
heavy — 3 .killed,  42  wounded,  and  3  missing. 

We  again  came  up  with  the  enemy  December  17,  posted  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Neuse,  at  the  railroad  bridge  near  Goldsborough.  The  right 
wing  of  the  regiment  was  deployed  along  the  -bank  of  the  river  on  the 
right  of  the  railroad,  while  the  left  companies  were  held  in  reserve. 
The  whole  regiment  was  at  last  drawn  off,  after  the  firing  of  the  bridge, 
to  make  way  for  the  artillery.  December  17  we  commenced  our  return 
inarch,  and  arrived  in  New  Berne  on  Saturday,  December  20. 

There  were  so  many  instances  of  individual  courage  shown  in  the 
different  battles  that  it  is  difficult  to  mention  particular  names.  How 
ever,  I  cannot  forbear  mentioning  with  praise  Captain  Stewart,  Lieu 
tenant  Brown,  Captain  McChesney,  and  Lieutenant  Townley,  not  only 
for  personal  bravery  but  for  their  ability  as  commanders  of  their  re 
spective  companies ;  and  also  the  names  of  Privates  William  Lemons, 
Company  E,  and  -  — ,  who,  with  Lieutenant  Graham,  set  fire  to 

the  railroad  bridge  near  Goldsborough. 

I  inclose  a  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.* 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ABRAM  ZABRI&KIE, 

Major,  Commanding. 

Col.  C.  A.  HECKMAN. 


No.  25. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Wessells,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third 
Brigade,  Peck's  Division,  of  operations  December  5-2 1 . 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  BRIGADE,  PECK'S  DIVISION, 

New  Berne,  N.  6\,  December  22,  1802. 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  pursuant  to  instructions  from 
•Major-General  Peck  I  left  Camp  Suffolk,  Va.,  on  the  5th  instant  with  my 
brigade,  composed  of  the  Eighty-fifth,  Ninety-second,  Ninety-sixth  New 
York,  and  Eighty-fifth,  One  hundred  and  first,  and  One  hundred  and 

*  Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  CO. 
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third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  under  orders  to  proceed  to  New  Ferry, 
on  the  Chowan,  near  Gatesville,  there  to  report  to  the  commanding  offi 
cer  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina. 

My  command  arrived  at  the  point  designated  on  the  6th  instant,  where 
it  was  met  by  Major-General  Foster  with  transports  for  the  brigade. 
The  troops  embarked  on  the  following  day,  arriving  at  this  station  on 
the  9th.  An  expedition  having  been  planned  and  organized  to  move  in 
the  direction  of  Goldsborough,  the  column  was  put  in  motion  on  the 
morning  of  the  llth,  the  advance  taken  by  Heckman's  Ninth  New  Jer 
sey  Volunteers,  followed  by  my  own  brigade,  to  which  was  attached 
Morrison's  battery  Third  New  York  Artillery. 

No  serious  obstacles  were  interposed  by  the  enemy  until  arriving 
at  Southwest  Branch,  G  miles  from,  the  town  of  Kinston,  where  it  was 
found  the  main  road  crossing  the  creek  was  well  watched  and  strongly 
guarded  both  by  artillery  and  infantry.  A  skillful  feint  having  been 
made  toward  this  point,  the  main  body  moved  by  an  upper  road,  cross 
ing  the  creek  about  half  a  mile  below  on  a  mill-dam.  The  bridge  was 
found  to  be  partially  destroyed  and  the  enemy  covering  it  with  two  guns 
and  a  force  of  infantry. 

This  position  was  at  once  reconnoitered  by  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  Vol 
unteers  with  their  usual  intrepidity,  and  a  crossing  was  effected  by  the 
mill,  threatening  the  enemy's  right.  At  the  same  time,  by  direction  of 
the  commanding  general,  I  detached  the  Eighty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Vol 
unteers,  Colonel  Howell,.with  orders  to  force  a  passage  below  the  bridge, 
by  felling  trees  or  fording,  and  engage  him  on  the  right.  This  difficult 
duty  was  handsomely  performed.  Howell's  skirmishers,  led  by  Captains 
Hooker  and  Phillips,  pushed  boldly  through  the  swamp,  engaged  the 
enemy's  battery  under  a  shower  of  grape,  and  by  a  well-directed  fire  of 
musketry  drove  the  cannoneers  from  the  ground,  and  Heckmau's  ad 
vance  appearing  simultaneously  from  the  left  the  enemy  fled,  leaving 
one  of  his  guns  in  our  possession.  The  brigade  in  the  mean  time  crossed 
at  the  mill,  and  being  joined  by  the  Twenty-third  Massachusetts  Volun 
teers  moved  forward  about  3  miles  and  bivouacked  for  the  night,  the 
Ninth  New  Jersey  Volunteers  with  Morrison's  battery  taking  up  a  posi 
tion  about  1  mile  in  advance. 

On  the  following  day  (December  14)  the  line  of  march  was  resumed 
at  an  early  hour  and  in  the  usual  order.  Heckman's  skirmishers  were 
soon  engaged  with  the  enemy's  outposts,  and  to  support  him  I  directed 
the  Eighty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  to  move  through  the  wood  on 
the  left  of  the  road  with  a  view  to  act  against  the  enemy's  right.  A  sec 
tion  of  Morrison's  battery  was  also  ordered  forward,  supported  by  the 
One  hundred  and  third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Maxwell,  with  directions  to  take  a  suitable  position  and  open  fire. 

The  Eighty-fifth  New  York,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wellman,  was  then 
thrown  forward  and  to  the  right  of  the  road,  with  instructions  to  en 
gage  the  enemy  on  the  flank  and  press  him  vigorously  toward  the 
left.  This  regiment  was  soon  followed  by  the  One  hundred  and  first 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Major  Taylor,  and  the  Ninety-sixth  New  York 
Volunteers,  Colonel  Gray,  with  similar  orders.  In  the  mean  time  being 
informed  that  a  portion  of  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  Volunteers  were  fail 
ing  in  ammunition  I  directed  the  Ninety-second  New  York  Volunteers, 
Colonel  Hunt,  to  move  down  the  road  to  relieve  or  support  Colonel  Heck.- 
man  as  circumstances  might  require.  All  these  movements  were  executed 
by  the  several  regiments  with  alacrity  and  precision,  deserving  the  highest 
praise.  My  whole  brigade  was  now  in  position  before  the  enemy's  line  ; 
the  firing  was  heavy  and  almost  incessant  j  the  wounded  were  being  rap- 
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idly  brought  to  the  rear,jind  the  enemy,  concealed  by  the  wood  and  posted 
behind  an  almost  impassable  swamp,  maintained  his  position  with  stub 
born  obstinacy.  At  this  time,  and  on  my  application  to  the  major-gen 
eral  commanding,  I  was  re-enforced  in  succession  by  the  Seventeenth, 
Twenty-third,  and  Forty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers.  These  fine 
regiments  took  their  positions  with  the  coolness  and  precision  of  vet 
erans,  and  the  whole  line  was  then  directed  to  advance  and  push  the 
enemy  at  every  point.  The  major-general  commanding  having  arrived 
on  the  ground  made  further  disposition  of  the  troops  and  conducted  the 
affair  to  a  rapid  and  successful  termination. 

Under  my  orders  to  advance,  the  whole  brigade,  supported  on  the  left 
by  other  regiments,  moved  gradually  forward,  converging  toward  the 
enemy's  line  of  retreat,  driving  him  from  the  church  and  throwing  him 
back  toward  the  bridge,  over  which  the  main  body  escaped,  leaving 
several  hundred  prisoners  in  our  hands. 

The  retreat  of  the  enemy  was  closely  followed  by  the  Eighty-fifth  and 
One  hundred  and  third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  on  the  Wt  (the  latter 
suffering1  severely  in  crossing  the  open  field),  while  the  Ninety-sixth  and 
Eighty -fifth  New  York  and  One  hundred  and  first  Pennsylvania  Volun 
teers  charged  from  the  right ;  the  Ninety-second  moved  along  the  road 
in  support  of  the  battery.  The  bridge  was  fired  in  several  places  by 
the  enemy  and  exposed  to  a  destructive  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry 
from  the  opposite  bank,  but  every  regiment,  including  those  from  other 
brigades,  seemed  to  vie  with  each  othe^  in  emulation,  and  pressed  for 
ward  with  unflinching  determination. 

Tli nt  gallant  officer,  Colonel  Gray,  Ninety-sixth  New  York  Volun 
teers,  with  his  face  to  the  foe  and  the  colors  of  his  regiment  first  on  the 
bridge,  fell  mortally  wounded  in  the  hour  of  victory. 

The  flames  were  extinguished  without  serious  injury  to  the  bridge, 
and  my  brigade  being  reformed  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river  cou- 
timied  its  inarch  through  the  village  of  Kinston  and  bivouacked  for  the 
night  on  the  Goldsborough  road. 

The  steadiness,  of  the  troops  during  this  short  conflict  gave  me  full 
confidence  of  success,  and  the  conduct  both  of  officers  and  men,  with 
rare  exceptions ,  merits  the  highest  praise.  For  special  acts  of  gal 
lantry  and  good  conduct  I  have  the  honor  to  refer  you  to  the  reports  of 
regimental  commanders  herewith  inclosed.  Captain  Stewart,  assistant 
adjutant- general ;  Captains  Webster  and  Hall,  brigade  quartermaster 
and  commissary,  and  my  aides,  Lieutenants  Beegle  and  Foot,  rendered 
most  important  service.  My  orders  were  conveyed  by  these  officers  to 
every  part  of  the  field  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight  with  the  most  grati 
fying  coolness  and  intelligence.  Acting  Brigade  Surgeon  Eush  also 
deserves  the  highest  commendation  for  the  prompt  and  efficient  man 
ner  in  which  the  onerous  duties  of  his  department  were  conducted. 

A  list  of  casualties  accompanies  this  report.* 

•  My  brigade,  having  recrossed  the  Neuse,  accompanied  the  expedition 
toward  Goldsborough,  and  its  object  having  been  fully  accomplished  by 
the  destruction  of  the  railway  and  bridge,  the  whole  command  returned 
to  this  station,  arriving  at  New  Berne  on  the  21st  instant. 
Kespectiully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  WESSELLS, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

Maj.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Dept.  of  North  Carolina. 

*  Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  60. 
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No.   26. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  AbijahJ.  Wellman,  Eighty- fifth  New  York  Infantry, 
of  engagement  at  Kinston,  December  14. 

HDQRS.  EIGHTY-FIFTH  REGIMENT  NEW  YORK  YOLS., 
New  Berne,  N.  C.,  December  22,  1862. 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  the  engagement  before 
Kinston,  which  occurred  on  the  14th  instant,  the  Eighty -fifth  New  York 
Volunteers  participated  in  the  following  manner: 

Pursuant  to  an  order  received  from  General  Wessells  the  aforesaid 
regiment  was  led  to  'the  right  of  the  position  which  was  occupiefl  by 
the  Union  forces  during  the  earlier  stages  of  the  battle,  and  reported  to 
Colonel  Ileckmau,  of  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  as  his  support, 
at  11  a.  in.  lii  accordance  with  instructions  from  Colonel  Heckinan  my 
regiment  was  then  moved  to  the  extreme  'right,  for  the  purpose  of  a 
flank  demonstration.  After  proceeding  500  yards,  preceded  by  two  com 
panies  of  my  command  deployed  as  skirmishers,  a  regiment  of  the  enemy 
was  discovered  200  yards  in  advance,  drawn  up  behind  a  fence  at  the 
edge  of  the  wood  in  which  we  were.  My  skirmishers  moved  quietly  to 
the  right  of  the  regiment  and  opened  a  brisk  fire  upon  the  enemy,  which 
was  returned  without  effect.  While  the  attention  of  the  latter  was  thus 
engaged  my  own  line  advanced  quickly  and  poured  in  a  volley,  at  which 
the  enemy  fled  in  confusion,  some  of  them  across  an  open  field  exposed 
to  our  fire. 

Subsequently  my  regiment  was  directed  to  support  the  Ninety- 
sixth  New  York  Volunteers  in  an  advance  upon  the  bridge,  where  the 
lamented  Colonel  Gray  received  a  mortal  wound.  My  line  was  formed, 
immediately  on  our  arrival  at  the  bridge,  along  the  bank  of  the  river 
with  the  left  resting  at  the  bridge,  which  was  being  swept  by  grape  and 
canister  together  with  musketry  from  the  opposite  bank.  A^  hot  fire 
from  both  sides  continued  for  twenty  minutes.  After  the  enemy's  guns 
had  been  silenced  and  their  forces  dispersed,  men  from  Captain  Jenney's 
battery,  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  and  my  own  regiment  extin 
guished  the  flames  of  the  burning  bridge.  The  Ninth  New  Jersey  Vol 
unteers  then  crossed  over  closely  followed  by  the  Seventeenth  Massa 
chusetts,  which  latter  regiment  had  just  at  that  moment  arrived  and 
had  not  participated  in  the  capture  of  the  bridge.  Immediately  after 
the  latter  regiment  followed  my  own,  which  thus  had  the  honor  of  be 
ing  the  first  of  General  Wessells'  brigade  which  gained  the  opposite 
bank. 

We  captured  between  20  and  30  prisoners,  besides  a  quantity  of  small- 
arms. 

I  take  pleasure  in  adding  that  both  officers  and  men,  without  an  ex 
ception,  displayed  much  bravery  and  coolness. 

I  am,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  WELLMAN, 

Lieut.  Col.,  Comdg.  Eighty-fifth  New  York  Vols. 

Capt.  ANDREW  STEWART, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Wessells7  Brigade, 
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No.  27. 

Report  of  Col.  JLcivis  C.  Hunt,  Ninety -second  New  York  Infantry,  of  en 
gagement  at  Rinston,  December  14. 

HDQKS.  NINETY-SECOND  NEW  YOBK  VOLUNTEERS, 

December  21,  1862. 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  report  that  my  regiment  took  part  in 
the  battle  of  Kinstou,  on  the  14th  instant,  as  follows : 

I  was  ordered  by  General  Wessells  to  relieve  the  Ninth  New  Jersey, 
which  had  for  some  time  been  engaged  and  their  ammunition  reported 
as  running  low.  I  found  them  in  a  heavily- wooded  swamp,  passed 
their  line  of  battle,  and  deployed  the  regiment  as  skirmishers.  This 
was  done  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  which,  fortunately,  passed 
overhead  for  the  most  part  on  account  of  the  peculiar  conformation  of 
the  ground  and  the  usual  tendency  to  overfire,  but  rained  down  the 
leaves  and  branches  upon  us.  The  swamp  with  its  thick  undergrowth 
was  next  to  impassable,  but  the  men  floundered  through  the  bog-holes, 
sometimes-  up  to  their  middle,  delivering  their  fire  as  they  advanced. 
The  point  upon  which  we  were  operating  seemed  to  be  occupied  by  the 
enemy  in  large  force,  and  1  moved  three  companies  from  the  right  flank 
toward  the  right  and  front,  hoping  to  find  higher  ground  from  which 
I  might  make  a  diversion  in  support  of  the  main  body.  I  accompanied 
them,  wishing  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  ground  toward  the  right 
and  whether  other  troops  were  assisting  in  the  attack.  I  found  higher 
and  more  open  ground  but  no  assisting  forces.  I  then  sent  my  adju 
tant,  Lieutenant  Ward,  to  General  Wessells  asking  for  re-enforcements. 
Returning  to  the  main  body  I  found  it  had  moved  off  toward  the  left 
flank  and  had  charged  upon  a  body  of  the  enemy  near  the  junction  of 
the  roads,  but  was  received  with  such  a  volley  as  compelled  it  to  fall 
back.  I  then  formed  my  men  for  another  charge  upon  the  enemy  di 
rectly  in  front,  hoping  to  gain  a  ditch  near  the  fence  which  we  might 
hold  until  re-enforced.  I  directed  my  men  to  run  up  in  line  without 
firing,  which  the  enemy  no  sooner  perceived  than  they  poured  in  a 
volley  which  indicated  a  force  of  five  times  our  number,  but  which,  as 
before,  passed  mainly  overhead. 

My  men  were  now  completely  exhausted  with  their  two  hours'  work 
in  the  swamp.  We  had  tried  to  get  a  foothold  to  the  front  and  on  both 
flanks  but  had  failed  for  want  of  numbers.  The  enemy  were  reported 
to  me  by  several  as  passing  our  right  flank,  and  I  judged  it  best  to  draw 
back  to  the  higher  ground  in  our  rear  where  I  knew  the  One  hundred 
and  third  Pennsylvania  to  have  been  posted.  3ere  I  received  through 
yourself  authority  from  General  Wessells  to  direct  the  movements  of  the 
several  regiments  in  the  neighborhood.  Having  had  the  opportunity  of 
getting  a  good  knowledge  of  the  position  and  its  requirements,  I  directed 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Maxwell,  whose  regiment  (the  One  hundred  and  third 
Pennsylvania)  was  nearly  twice  as  strong  as  mine,  to  advance  through 
the  swamp  directly  to  the  front,  occupy  the  ditch,  and,  if  possible,  pass 
on  beyond  the  fence.  The  men  were  fresh  and  went  forward  gallantly 
to  the  task  before  them,  which  I  lightened  as  much  as  possible  by  send 
ing  forward  the  Eighty -fifth  Pennsylvania,  Colonel  Howell,  lying  in  the 
wood  near  by,  and  pointed  out  the  direction  of  attack.  I  presumed  that 
my  adjutant  had  returned  to  the  right  flank  with  the  re-enforcements  I 
had  sent  him  for,  and  so,  while  my  men  were  resting  in  support  of  a  sec 
tion  of  Morrison's  battery  and  on  the  ground  previously  occupied  by  the 
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One  hundred  and  third,  I  sent  forward  four  of  my  officers  in  different 
directions  toward  the  front  with  General  Wessells'  orders  that  every 
regiment  should  press  forward.  They  fulfilled  their  mission  to  my  en 
tire  satisfaction,  contributing,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe,  to  the 
flight  of  the  enemy  which  soon  after  took  place. 

My  officers  behaved  most  creditably,  with  one  exception,  of  which  a 
special  report  will  be  made,  and  the  regiment,  as  a  whole,  sustained 
the  reputation  which  it  earned  at  the  Seven  Pines  as  a  part  of  Casey's 
division.  This  is  paying  as  high  a  compliment  as  the  regiment  could 
desire. 

Of  the  officers  whom  I  happened  to  notice  I  would  mention  Lieuten 
ant-Colonel  Anderson,  Adjutant  Ward,  Captain  Cleary,  and  Lieutenant 
Cole  for  their  coolness  and  gallantry.  Captains  Bice,  Miller,  and  Merri- 
man,  and  Lieutenant  Babcock  are  highly  spoken  of.  Sergeant  Ball,  of 
Company  — ,  was  especially  active  and  zealous,  and  deserves  promo 
tion.  Sergeant  O'Neil  and  Private  Pierce,  of  Company  E;  Private 
Sheridan,  of  1),  and  Color-bearer  Sergeant  Thompson  are  especially 
mentioned  by  their  company  commanders.  Surgeon  Edmeston  fol 
lowed  the  regiment  into  the  swamp  and  attended  the  wounded  under 
fire,  and,  for  his  zeal,  energy,  and  consideration  during  the  whole  expe 
dition,  deserves  the  highest  praise. 

A  special  report  of  the  casualties,  amounting  to  3  killed,  10  wounded, 
and  none  missing,  is  herewith  forwarded.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  C.  HUNT, 
Colonel,  Ninety-second  New  York  Volunteers. 

Capt.  ANDREW  STEWART, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Wessells'  Brigade, 


No.  28. 

Report  of  Capt.  George  W.  Hinds,  Ninety-sixth  Neic  York  Infantry,  of  en 
gagement  at  Kinston,  December  14. 

HDQRS.  NINETY-SIXTH  NEW  YORK  STATE  VOLUNTEERS, 
Camp  near  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  December  21,  L8G2. 

SIR:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  14th  instant,  when  the 
brigade  engaged  the  enemy  in  front  of  Kinston,  N.  C.,  in  compliance 
with  the  orders  of  General  Wessells,  this  regiment,  under  command  of 
Col.  Charles  O.  Gray,  moved  down  the  road  leading  to  the  bridge  in 
front  and  filed  iuj;o  the  wood  and  moved  by  the  right  flank  several 
hundred  yards  to  the  right  of  the  road,  where  it  was  formed  into  line  of 
battle  and  rested  lying  down,  while  a  company  of  skirmishers  was  sent 
forward  to  feel  the  enemy's  position.  Finding  him  in  the  corner  of  the 
wood  to  the  right  in  some  force  we  advanced  in  line  of  battle  under 
fire,  the  Eighty-fifth  New  York  Volunteers  being  on  our  left  and  One 
hundred  and  first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  as  support,  charging  and 
cheering,  the  enemy  retreating.  As  we  advanced  we  commenced  a 
rapid  fire,  which  was  discontinued  after  a  few  moments,  the  enemy  get 
ting  out  of  range. 

Soon  receiving  an  order  to  advance  we  moved  toward  the  river,  feel- 

*  Embodied  in  revised  btateiiient,  jj.  CO, 
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tng  our  way  through  the  strip  of  wood  leading  to  the  road.  Arriv 
ing  at  the  road  and  seeing  the  enemy  crossing  the  bridge  in  retreat 
we  charged  rapidly  toward  it.  delivering  a  rapid  fire  and  receiving  a 
raking  fire  from  artillery  and  musketry.  Arriving  near  the  bridge  our 
regiment  was  cut  in  two  by  the  Tenth  Connecticut  crossing  our  line  of 
march.  Col.  Charles  O.  Gray,  with  two  companies,  charged  up  to  the 
bridge,  arriving,  with  the  regimental  colors,  first  upon  the  end  of  the 
bridge,  where  a  portion  of  a  rebel  regiment  was  cut  off,  they  throwing 
their  guns  upon  the  burning  timbers  and  retreating  to  the  left.  At 
this  moment  our  noble  colonel  was  shot  through  the  breast  by  a  mus 
ket-ball,  from  which  wound  he  soon  died.  Had  it  not  been  for  this  sad 
blow  our  regiment  must  have  been  the  first  to  have  crossed  after  the 
fleeing  enemy. 

Eespectfullv, 

GEOBGE  W.  HINDS, 
Captain ,  Comdg.  Ninety-sixth  Regiment  New  YorJc  Volunteers. 

Capt.  ANDREW  STEWART, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Brigade,  Pectfs  Division. 


No.  29. 

Report  of  Col.  Joshua  B.  Howell,  Eighty -fifth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of 
operations  December  13-17. 

HDQRS.  EIGHTY-FIFTH  PENNSYLVANIA  VOLUNTEERS, 
Camp  near  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  December  22,  1862. 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  December  13  instant, 
while  on  the  march  on  the  recent  expedition  to  Kinstou.  &c.,  at  the 
Southwest  Creek,  when  the  firing  at  that  place  began  I  was  ordered 
by  the  general  to  take  my  regiment  to  the  right  of  the  road  leading  to 
the  bridge,  and  on  the  right  of  the  battery  attached  to  our  brigade,  to 
support  the  battery. 

Soon  after  I  had  placed  my  regiment  in  the  position  ordered  I  was 
ordered  by  the  general  to  send  forward  two  companies  as  skirmishers, 
to  examine  the  wood  and  stamps  as  far  as  the  creek,  to  see  if  a  cross 
ing  were  practicable  and  to  feel  for  the  enemy.  In  obedience  to  the 
order  I  sent  forward  Companies  B  and  D,  under  command  of  Captain 
Hooker  (Company  B),  senior  captain.  Shortly  afterward  I  was  ordered 
to  move  the  regiment  forward  and  cross  the  creek  if  at  all  practicable, 
and  attack  and  drive  the  enemy  if  we  found  them  on  that  side  of  the 
road.  By  felling  trees  across  the  creek  and  with  much  difficulty  and 
labor  we  effected  a  crossing.  We  had  not  only  the  creek  to  pass  over 
but  swamps  on  both  sides  of  it.  While  crossing  the  creek  we  heard 
sharp  and  rapid  firing  in  the  advance  of  us,  and  on  coming  out  on  the 
road  ascertained  that  the  two  companies  (B  and  D),  under  Captain 
Hooker,  on  their  approach  to  the  road  from  the  wood,  had  come  in 
contact  with  a  party  of  the  enemy  (First  Mississippi  Light  Artillery), 
who  had  a  piece  planted  on  the  road.  They  were  promptly  attacked  by 
Captain  Hooker  and  driven  from  their  gun — repulsed  with  a  loss  of  4 
men  killed. 

In  the  conflict  our  men  received  two  discharges  of  grape  and  canister 
from  the  enemy  before  they  were  driven  from  their  gun.  The  enemy, 
were  driven  up  the  road,  and  in  the  earnestness  of  pursuit  it  was  omit- 
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ted,  unfortunately,  to  leave  any  one  in  charge  of  the  piece  captured.. 
The  Ninth  New  Jersey,  coming  up  immediately  thereafter,  took  the 
piece  into  their  possession,  and  from  this  circumstance  might  have  the 
entire  credit  of  having  captured  it  awarded  to  them ;  whereas  the  credit 
of  the  capture  belongs  to  the  two  companies  of  my  regiment  exclusively. 
I  do  not  believe,  however,  that  that  gallant  regiment  would  claim  the 
credit  to  the  prejudice  of  my  companies.  I  wish  to  state  here  that  the 
timely  arrival  of  Captain  Hooker  with  the  companies  and  the  gallant 
achievement  in  capturing  the  gun  and  driving  the  enemy  manifestly 
saved  that  brave  regiment  (the  Ninth  New  Jersey)  from  being  seriously 
cut  up. 

I  desire,  captain,  to  communicate  to  the  general,  in  the  very  highest 
terms  of  commendation  and  praise,  the  promptness  and  gallantry  man 
ifested  by  the  brave  officers  and  enlisted  men  engaged  in  that  affair; 
and  I  also  desire  to  do  the  same  justice  to  the  other  gallant  officers  and 
enlisted  men  of  my  regiment  for  their  untiring  zeal  and  indefatigable 
industry  and  energetic  efforts  made  and  exhibited  in  effecting  the  cross 
ing  of  the  creek,  overcoming  difficulties  that  seemed  almost  insurmount 
able,  and  also  for  the  rapid  movement  forward  (exhausted  as  they  were) 
after  the  crossing  was  effected. 

On  December  14  instant,  at  the  battle  of  Kinston,  I  was  directed  by 
the  general,  at  the  very  commencement  of  the  fight,  to  deploy  my  regi 
ment  in  line  and  move  it  forward  through  the  woods  and  swamps  which 
lay  on  the  left  of  the  road  leading  to  Kinston.  That  order  was  promptly 
obeyed — as  promptly  as  the  almost  impassable  character  of  the  ground 
admitted  of.  After  getting  through  we  came  to  the  open  field  on  the 
left  of  the  road,  on  the  line  with  the  fire  of  the  enemy  and  in  advance  ot 
the  fire  from  our  side.  We  met  with  some  of  the  enemy  in  our  passage. 
I  sent  my  adjutant  back  to  inform  the  general  of  our  position  (having 
received  an  order  to  halt),  and  to  ask  for  further  orders.  The  adjutant 
returned  with  orders  to  return  to  the  road  and  there  support  the  bat 
tery  which  was  under  the  command  of  Captain  Morrison,  which  order 
was  obeyed.  I  found,  however,  a  part  of  the  left  wing  of  the  One  hun 
dred  and  third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  directly  in  front  of  us.  Our 
position  was  on  the  left  of  the  battery  and  left  of  the  road. 

Shortly  afterward,  in  obedience  to  an  order  of  Lieutenant  Beegle, 
aide  to  the  general,  I  moved  my  regiment,  deployed  in  line  of  battle, 
forward,  preceded  by  a  part  of  the  left  wing  of  the  One  hundred  and 
third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  On  coming  out  of  the  wood  and  swamp 
we  came  to  an  open  field  in  front  of  us,  and  there  we  received  sharp, 
rapid,  and  continuous  fire  from  the  enemy.  I  should  think  we  were 
under  fire  there  for  an  hour.  We  returned  their  fire  as  rapidly.  The 
firing1  on  our  part  was  splendidly  done.  We  then  moved  rapidly  for 
ward  across  the  field,  driving  the  enemy  from  the  wood  in  front  of  us 
and  from  the  church.  We  passed  through  the  wood  to  a  large  open 
field  lying  between  the  wood  and  the  river. 

The  fire  of  the  enemy  during  this  time  was  very  heavy,  but  the  gal 
lant  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  my  regiment  and  of  that  part  of  the 
One  hundred  arid  third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  which  was  with  us 
dashed  forward,  with  a  shout  and  with  cheers,  through  the  fire  without 
flinching.  When  about  midway  over  .the  field  I  discovered,  by  ascend 
ing  a  slight  elevation  which  we  were  approaching,  that  my  own  regi 
ment  and  the  One  hundred  and  third  would  be  cut  to  pieces  by  pursu 
ing  that  line,  and  that  I  could  accomplish  as  much  by  moving  to  the 
right,  which  I  did.  We  succeeded,  as  I  have  before  stated,  in  driving 
the  enemy  from  our  front  and  from  their  position  in  the  church. 
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It  gives  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  refer  the  general  to  the  gallant 
conduct  of  my  officers  and  enlisted  men  in  this  engagement  and  to  be 
able  to  speak  in  the  very  highest  terms  of  their  coolness,  firmness,  and 
courage  during  the  whole  time  of  the  fight. 

In  the  engagement  at  White  Hall  and  at  the  railroad  bridge  my 
regiment  was  under  the  eye  of  the  general,  and,  although  not  actually 
engaged  in  the  firing,  it  was  in  line  of  battle  and  within  reach  of  the 
enemy's  fire,  and  behaved  with  coolness  and  firmness,  and  ready  and 
desirous  to  be  led  into  the  fights. 

For  the  good  conduct  and  soldierly  bearing  of  my  regiment  on  the 
march,  going  and  returning,  we  have  already  received  the  commenda 
tion  of  our  general;  that,  with  the  consciousness  that  we  deserve  it,  is 
our  highest  reward.  There  was  no  straggling  from  my  regiment  of  any 
account,  and  from  all  disgraceful  acts  and  scenes  done  and  perpetrated 
on  that  march  their  skirts  are  free. 

A  list  of  the  casualties  has  already  been  furnished  you.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JOSHUA  B.  HOWELL, 
Colonel  Eighty -fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Capt.  ANDREW  STEWART, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Wessells'  Brigade. 


No.  30. 

Report  of  Ma j.  Alexander  W.  Taylor,  One  hundred  and  first  Pennsylvania 
Infantry,  of  engagement  at  Kinston,  December  14. 

HDQRS.  IOIST  PENNSYLVANIA  VOLUNTEERS, 

New  Berne,  N.  G.,  December  24,  1862. 

CAPTAIN  :  As  commander  of  the  One  hundred  and  first  Eegiment 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers  during  the  engagement  near  Kinstou,  on  Sun 
day  T  the  14th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  my 
report : 

When  the  firing  commenced  in  the  morning,  by  order  of  the  general 
the  One  hundred  and  first  Eegiment  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  on 
the  right  of  the  road  near  the  wood.  We  remained  in  this  position 
until  ordered  by  the  general  forward  and  to  the  right  of  the  road  in  rear 
of  the  Ninety-sixth  New  York. 

Soon  after,  by  order  of  Colonel  Heckman,  we  were  moved  forward 
and  to  the  left  to  the  support  of  a  battery  of  the  Third  New  York  Artil 
lery.  We  remained  with  this  battery  until  the  close  of  the  engage 
ment. 

During  the  entire  engagement  the  conduct  of  the  regiment  was  all 
that  could  have  been  desired. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  TAYLOB, 
Major  One  hundred  and  first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Capt.  ANDREW  STEWART, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

*  Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  60. 
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No.  31. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Wilson  G.  Maxwell,  One  hundred  and  third  Penn 
sylvania  Infantry,  of  engagement  at  Kinston,  December  14. 

HDQRS.  103D  KEGIMENT  PENNSYLVANIA  VOLUNTEERS, 

Camp  near  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  December  25,  1862. 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  action  of  the  One  hundred  and 
third  Kegiinent  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  in  the  engagement  at  Kinston: 

Sunday,  December  14,  at  9.40  a.  m.,  I  was  ordered  to  move  rny  regi 
ment  forward  as  a  support  to  one  section  of  Morrison's  battery,  having 
the  right  wing  rest  on  the  right  and  the  left  wing  on  the  left  of  said 
section,  with  orders  to  direct  our  movement  with  the  battery.  After 
advancing  gradually  for  over  50  rods  with  said  battery  we  halted,  when 
the  Ninety-second  New  York  Volunteers  moved  past  us  and  filed  off  iu 
front  of  the  right  wing  of  the  One  hundred  and  third.  After  remaining 
not  more  than  one  hour  in  advance  they  fell  back  across  the  right  wing 
and  reformed  their  line  in  our  rear. 

At  this  time  Captain  Stewart,  assistant  adjutant-general,  came  up  and 
ordered  me  to  move  my  regiment  forward  in  advance  of  .the  battery. 
We  moved  forward  through  a  swamp  of  thick  undergrowth  and  water 
from  1  to  2  feet  deep  and  about  20  rods  wide.  Immediately  after  cross 
ing  said  swamp  we  received  a  volley  of  musketry  from  the  enemy's  line, 
which  we  then  learned  was  but  a  few  rods  in  our  advance.  We  de 
livered  a  volley,  lay  down  under  cover  of  a  small  knoll,  reloaded  and 
fixed  bayonets,  rose,  delivered  another  volley,  and  charged  up  over  the 
bank.  At  this  time  an  order  from  the  Eighty-fifth  Pennsylvania,  which 
was  moving  up  in  rear  of  the  left  wing,  demanded  us  to  cease  firing,  as 
we  were  firing  into  our  own  men. 

The  enemy's  fire  in  front  of  our  left  was  immediately  directed  on  our 
right,  making,  in  connection  with  the  fire  from  the  strong  line  in  front, 
a  heavy  cross-fire ;  also  we  were  in  danger  of  a  fire  in  the  rear  from 
the  Forty-fifth  Massachusetts,  whose  line  was  immediately  in  rear  of 
our  right  wing.  Under  this  combined  fire  I  gave  the  order  to  lie  down, 
and  from  this  position  we  again  rose,  charged  after  the  enemy  some  20 
rods,  when  their  fire  was  completely  silenced.  We  were  then  ordered 
to  halt  and  await  the  arrival  of  the  battery.  During  this  time  the 
Ninety-sixth  New  York  moved  by  the  flank  from  our  right  and  reached 
the  bridge.  From  the  time  we  first  formed  our  line  as  a  support  to  the 
battery  until  we  reached  the  bridge  was  from  9.40  a.  m.  to  2  p.  m.  Our 
loss  during  this  time  out  of  430  actually  engaged  was  14  killed  and  58 
wounded,  some  of  the  latter  mortally.  During  the  whole  of  fchis  time 
all  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  regiment  behaved  in  an  exemplary 
manner,  showing  entire  coolness.  I  will  mention  that  when  we  made 
our  first  charge  the  Tenth  Connecticut  overlapped  our  extreme  right 
two  companies ;  from  the  second  charge  we  moved  past  their  line,  pass 
ing  their  left. 

Accompanying  this  you  will  find  a  complete  list  of  the  killed  and 
wounded,  made  from  the  surgeon's  report.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ws  6.  MAXWELL, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Comdg.  One  hundred  and  third  Pa.  Vols. 

Capt.  ANDREW  STEWART, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Brigade,  Pecltfs  Division. 

*  See  revised  statement,  p.  60. 
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NX).  32. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Horace  A.  Manchester,  First  New  TorJc  Marine  Ar 
tillery,  of  naval  operations  on  the  Neuse  River,  December  12-15. 

HEADQUARTERS  MARINE  ARTILLERY, 

New  Berne,  N.  0.,  December  16,  1802. 

SIR:  In  accordance  with  your  instructions  on  the  12th  instant,  after 
waiting  until  4  p.  m.  at  Willis7  Landing  and  learning  that  your  boats 
could  not  reach  me  for  want  of  water,  I  proceeded  on  board  th e  steamer 
Allison,  accompanied  by  the  steamers  Ocean  Wave,  Port  Royal,  Wil 
son,  and  North  State,  to  ascend  the  Neuse  River  on  a;  reconnaissance 
toward  Kinston.  At  dusk  I  anchored  in  the  neighborhood  of  Lee's 
Lnnding,  about  20  miles  from  New  Berne  by  the  river,  making  all  dis 
positions  for  defense  in  case  of  attack. 

At  daylight  on  the  13th  got  under  way,  and,  with  much  difficulty 
and  labor,  worked  our  way  up  to  within  2  miles  of  Kinston,  meeting 
with  but  slight  opposition  from  the  guerrillas  on  shore,  by  whose  fire 
1  man  of  the  Allison  crew  was  seriously  wounded.  About  2  miles 
from  Kinston,  upon  a  turn  in  the  river,  we  suddenly  found  our  boats  in 
face  of  a  10-gun  battery,  and  penned  up  within  the  banks  of  the  river, 
about  100  feet  wide.  I  immediately  ordered  the  Port  Royal,  Ocean 
Wave,  and  Wilson  to  retire,  the  North  State  not  having  arrived,  and 
interposed  the  Allison  between  the  battery,  which  had  opened  fire,  and 
the  boats.  The  boats  had  to  be  backed  down,  as  the  river  would  not 
admit  their  turning,  and  it  occupied  twenty  or  thirty  minutes.  We 
replied  to  the  enemy's  fire  with  one  Parrott  gun,  the  first  fire  being 
within  canister  range.  These  shells  were  exploded  within  the  batteries 
with  apparent  effect,  as  the  enemy  ceased  their  fire  for  some  time  after. 

It  was  sunset  when  the  firing  commenced,  and  it  became  dark  so  soon 
that  I  was  scarcely  able  to  get  the  boats  under  the 'protection  of  the 
trees  before  we  were  left  to  grope  in  total  darkness.  The  enemy's  shell 
exploded  over  and  around  us  with  but  little  damage.  The  Allison  re 
ceived  three  shots,  one  taking  off  the  tip  of  the  pilot-house;  the  next 
passing  through  the  roof  and  through  the  smoke-stack,  and  the  third 
cutting  away  some  fender  and  light  work.  Our  boats  were  moved  in 
double  line,  hay,  beef,  bread,  &c.,  being  packed  along  the  sides.  The 
guns  were  put  into  battery  on  the  decks  and  bags  of  oats  spread  over 
the  decks.  In  this  position  we  awaited  until  morning  in  expectation 
of  the  enemy's  appearance.  Several  attempts  were  made  to  reconnoiter 
our  position  in  the  early  evening,  which  were  promptly  defeated  by  the 
sentinel's  fire.  A  reconnaissance  was  made  on  theirs  by  Lieutenant 
Doane,  but  little  information  gained. 

Soon  after  taking  up  our  position  for  the  night  we  heard  heavy  firing 
a  few  miles  to  the  westward  of  us,  which  continued  about  an  hour. 

At  daylight  in  the  morning,  upon  examination,  I  found  the  largest 
boat  on  the  bottom,  and  that  the  water  had  fallen  during  the  night  over 
11)  inches.  1  immediately  ordered  a  lighter  boat  to  hitch  on  to  the  Ocean 
Wave  and  drag  her  off  and  then  drop  down  the  river  to  deeper  water. 
This  was  a  slow  operation,  as  we  had  to  go  stern  foremost,  and  our 
boats  often  grounded.  The  forenoon  was  consumed  in  getting  5  miles. 
Here  we  found  the  North  State,  and  learned  that  a  force  of  the  enemy 
was  about  3  miles  below  to  dispute  our  passage  down.  We  winded  all 
our  bouts  but  the  Ocean  Wave  and  dropped  down  2  miles  farther  when 
\ve  succeeded  in  turning  her.  The  North  State  was  sent  forward  to  find 
the  enemy's  position,  the  others  following  to  shell  them  out.  About  a. 
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mile  from  an  old  dam,  on  a  turn  where  the  water  was  swift,  we  found 
the  first  party,  who  fled  after  one  of  their  number  had  been  tumbled  into 
the  rivrer  by  a  shot.  Occasional  firing  was  kept  up  by  the  enemy  for  5 
miles,  when  we  came  upon  a  party  lodged  behind  a  log  house.  They 
stood  but  one  fire  from  our  Ir'arrotts  and  ran,  leaving,  as  we  learned, 
several  of  their  number  killed  and  wounded.  Here  we  learned  from  a 
contraband  that  a  party  of  70  had  crossed  early  that  morning  to  obstruct 
the  river  at  Oldfield  Bank  Landing,  and  that,  by  the  addition  of  others, 
we  might  expect  to  meet  140  men  there.  We  proceeded  at  once  to  the 
place,  the  enemy  keeping  up  an  occasional  shot  at  us.  Here  we  found 
them  in  possession  of  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  occupying  the  turn  so 
as  to  fire  into  the  stern  of  our  boats.  They  opened  on  the  Ocean  Wave 
with  a  volley  which  was  returned  with  interest,  and  the  other  boats, 
seeing  their  position  for  the  fire,  opened  with  grape  and  canister  with 
such  effect  that  the  last  boat  coming  up  could  find  no  one  to  fire  at.  The 
boats,  after  a  brief  delay,  passed  on  to  Street's  Ferry,  where,  meeting 
the  boats  of  the  navy,  reported  to  you. 

In  the  last  fight  Edwin  J.  Perkins,  of  Marine  Artillery,  was  killed,  and 
another  of  that  regiment  and  a  member  of  the  Signal  Corps  were  seri 
ously  wounded. 

Onr  loss  was  1  killed  and  3  severely  and  several  slightly  wounded. 
Of  the  enemy,  I  was  shot  from  the  bridge  and  fell  into  the  water,  and  2 
were  blown  to  pieces  on  the  bank.  At  the  log  house  30  men  are  said  to 
have  been  in  it  when  two  30-pounder  Parrotts,  loaded  with  canister,  were 
fired  through  it  at  a  distance  of  200  feet,  and  at  the  Oldfield  Bank  the 
fire  of  the  Ocean  Wave,  North  State,  and  Port  Eoyal  was  direct  and 
within  400  feet  of  the  enemy. 

The  Ocean  Wave  and  Allison  are  somewhat  disabled,  both  by  shot  and 
contact  with  trees ;  the  North  State  has  lost  her  rudder.    The  other 
boats  are  in  good  order  for  use. 
Respectfully, 

H.  A.  MANCHESTER, 
Lieutenant- Colonel ,  Commanding  Marine  Artillery. 

Commander  A.  MURRAY,  U.  S.  Navy. 


No.  33. 

Reports  ofMaj.  Gen.  Gusta,vus  W.  Smith,  G.  S.  Army,  commanding  Depart 
ment  of  North  Carolina  and  Southern  Virginia,  of  operations  December 
13-18'. 

PETERSBURG,  YA.,  December  13, 18G2. 

The  force  at  Suffolk  is  believed  to  be  still  strong  and  threatening. 
Evans  has  been  fighting  all  day  in  advance  of  Kinston,  principally  ar 
tillery.  We  were  retiring  slowly,  and  at  night  the  enemy  were  near 
the  bridge  at  Kinston.  Evans  calls  for  re-enforcements.  One  regi 
ment  started  from  here  at  8  o'clock  and  one  more  will  start  at  6  o'clock 
in  the  morning  from  this  place  and  one  from  the  Blackwater.  I  will 
probably  not  leave  this  place  before  to-morrow  afternoon.  Is  there 
anything  from  Fredericksburg  ? 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major- General. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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GOLDSBOROUGH,  K.  0.,  December  15,  1862. 

I  arrived  here  at  3  p.  m.  The  telegraph  with  General  Evans  is  cut 
off.  By  latest  information  he  was  at  Falling  Creek,  6  miles  this  side  of 
Kinston.  Enemy  now  estimated  at  30,000,  and  scouts  report  re-enforce 
ments  constantly  arriving  from  New  Berne.  Governor  Vance  is  here. 
He  tells  me  that  all  accounts  agree  in  stating  that  our  troops  behaved 
admirably  in  the  engagement  of  yesterday. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major -General. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


WELDON,  N.  0.,  December  15,  1862. 

Tour  telegram  is  received.*  1  have  ordered  three  regiments  of 
Daniel's  brigade,  the  three  Mississippi  regiments  and  two  batteries  from 
Richmond,  one  regiment  from  Petersburg,  and  one  from  the  Blackwater 
and  batteries  to  be  sent  as  soon  as  possible  to  Goldsborough.  Please 
ask  the  Quartermaster- General  to  do  everything  in  his  power  to  expe 
dite  their  transportation.  Evans  retired  this  side  the  river  about  dark 
and  burned  the  bridge.  General  Beauregard  will  send  5,000  infantry 
and  three  batteries. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major- General. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON. 

[Indorsement.] 

Preparation  has  been  made  to  send  forward  all  the  troops  referred  to 
in  this  dispatch  as  soon  as  they  can  be  ready  to-day.  The  three  regi 
ments  of  Daniel's  brigade  will  inarch  to  Petersburg  with  the  batteries 
and  take  rail  from  there.  The  Mississippi  regiments  will  go  by  rail  all 
the  way ;  start  at  12  m. 
Respectfully, 

A.  C.  MYERS, 
Quartermaster-  General. 


GOLDSBOROTJGKE,  N".  0.,  December  16,  1862. 

MY  DEAR  SIR:  Tour  letter  of  Sunday  reached  me  at  this  place  last 
night.  I  received  your  telegram  of  Sunday  night  at  Weldon,  and  from 
that  place  by  telegraph  ordered  troops  forward  to  this  pointr— one  regi 
ment  of  infantry  from  the  Blackwater,  one  from  Petersburg,  and  six  from 
Richmond,  with  three  batteries  of  artillery,  leaving  on  the  Blackwater 
two  regiments  of  infantry,  two  of  cavalry,  and  several  batteries ;  one 
regiment  at  Petersburg,  a 'small  guard  at  Weldou,  and  a  guard  at  the 
battery  at  the  obstructions  in  the  Roanoke  near  Hamilton.  I  arrived 
here  after  3  p.  m.  yesterday,  and  sent  you  by  telegraph  a  statement  of 
the  condition  of  affairs.  At  12  o'clock  midnight  it  was  reported  that 
the  enemy  were  passing  up  the  river  on  the  south  side  toward  Dudley 
Station  or  this  place.  General  Evans  appealed  strongly  for  cavalry, 
reporting  that  he  had  but  one  company.  I  had  none,  nor  troops  of  any 
kind.  I  improvised,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Governor,  who  is  here, 

*  See  Confederate  correspondence.  Communication  from  Seddon  to  Smith,  dated 
December  14,  1862,  post. 
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tbe  best  means  we  could  for  obtaining  information  from  the  south  side 
of  the  river.  There  were  no  troops  there  whatever,  the  battalion  pick 
eting  on  that  side  below  Kinston  having  been  enveloped  by  the  enemy. 
General  French  arrived  about  7  o'clock  this  morning  with  one  regiment 
from  Petersburg,  and  has  gone  down  to  Bear  Creek,  about  12  miles,  to 
join  General  Evans.  During  the  night,  not  knowing  when  the  troops 
from  Petersburg  might  be  expected  to  get  here,  I  had  ordered  General 
Evans  to  send  one  regiment  to  a  bridge  6  miles  below  here  and  one  to 
this  place  to  guard  the  railroad  bridge  and  common-road  bridge  near 
the  city.  We  can  get  nothing  through  the  telegraph  from  Wilmington. 
Heavy  firing  is  now  heard  distinctly  upon  the  river  below,  supposed  to 
be  at  White  Hall  Bridge,  15  miles  below,  or  perhaps  near  the  Six  Mile 
Bridge.  There  is,  as  usual,  great  delay  and  difficulty  in  the  railroad 
transportation.  I  hope  soon  to  obtain  information  of  the  enemy's  move 
ments,  and  on  the  arrival  of  the  troops  from  Richmond  will  endeavor  to 
strike/an  effective  blow.  Banks7  fleet  ia  reported  by  General  Whiting 
as  certainly  at  Beaufort,  but  it  is  not  known  whether  or  not  they  have 
landed.  They  are  within  ten  or  twelve  hours7  sail  of  him.  Troops  from 
General  Beauregard  were  to  have  arrived  in  Wilmington  this  morning 
early,  but  I  have  heard  nothing  from  there  to-day.  We  have  no  cav 
alry,  no  transportation,  and  are  laboring  under  some  other  difficulties. 
My  staff  is  not  here.  1  am  much  pressed  for  time,  and  write  in  great 
haste.  The  troops  are  in  good  heart.  I  shall  do  my  best  to  give  a  good 
account  of  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-  General. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

P.  S. — A  good  many  of  Evans7  troops  were  cut  off  and  are  now  coming 
straggling  in  across  the  river.  The  heavy  guns  in  the  battery  at  the 
obstructions  below  Kinston  had  to  be  abandoned  when  General  Evans 
fell  back.  They  had  previously  beaten  back  the  gunboats.  The  200 
men  composing  the  garrison,  with  the  field  battery,  retired  toward  the 
north  and  arrived  here  with  their  pieces  last  night.  General  Evans  has 
not  tarnished  me  with  an  estimate  of  his  losses. 


GOLDSBOROUGH,  ET.  O.,  December  16,  1862. 

The  enemy  made  this  morning  a  serious  attack  at  White  Hall  Bridge, 
on  the  right  and  rear  of  our  position,  this  side  of  Kinston.  At  2  p.  m. 
a  cavalry  force,  estimated  at  500  or  more,  burned  a  turpentine  stem  at 
Mount  Olive,  at  the  railroad,  14  miles  from  here ;  injured  the  track  and 
cut  the  telegraph  poles.  Extent  of  injury  not  known. 

Later. — The  enemy  have  been  driven  back  from  White  Hall  Bridge; 
his  loss  very  severe,  ours  not  so.  They  have  abandoned  Kiuston.  The 
bridges  below  here  are  burned.  We  are  sadly  in  want  of  cavalry.  None 
of  the  troops  from  Richmond  have  arrived. 

G.  W.  SMITH. 

Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON. 

GOLDSBOROUGUI,  N.  C.,  December  18,  1862. 

The  enemy  yesterday  made  a  sudden  movement  in  large  force  upon 
the  two  bridges  near  this  place,  drove  back  our  pickets,  and  succeeded 


CHAP.  XXX.]  NEW  BERNE  TO  GOLDSBOROUGH.  109 

• 

in  burning  the  railroad  bridge.  Several  brigades  were  afterward  passed 
over  the  county  bridge.  They  attacked  and  drove  the  enemy  back  and 
saved  the  county  bridge.  The  enemy  were  in  very  large  numbers; 
their  second  position  was  a  very  strong  one ;  night  was  at  hand;  only 
a  portion  of  the  troops  from  Eichniond  had  arrived ;  none  of  the  artil 
lery  and  none  of  the  cavalry  from,  either  Eichmoud  or  Petersburg.  I 
did  not  consider  it  advisable  to  attack  them  again.  The  enemy  retired 
during  the  night.  The  few  mounted  we  have  (about  60)  have  been  sent 
out  to  ascertain  their  position  and  probable  intentions.  It  was  sup 
posed  that  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy  was  present.  The  force  was  cer 
tainly  over  15,000.  Without  cavalry  it  is  almost  impossible  to  obtain 
accurate  or  prompt  information  of  the  enemy's  movements  or  num 
bers.  They  are  burning  mills  and  houses  and  devastating  the  country 
in  every  direction.  We  have  not  transportation  sufficient  even  for 
ammunition.  I  shall  move  as  soon  as  possible. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-  General. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
GoUsborougli,  N.  C.,  December  29, 1862. 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copies  of  the  reports  of  Briga 
dier-Generals  Evans,  Eobertson,  and  Clingman,  giving  an  account  of 
the  various  aifairs  with  the  enemy  in  this  vicinity  in  their  recent  bridge- 
burning  and  pillaging  expedition  from  New  Berne. 

Brigadier- General  Evans,  with  2,000  men,  held  them  in  check  at  South 
west  Creek,  beyond  Kinston,  on  the  13th,  and  on  the  14th  delayed  their 
advance  for  some  time  and  succeeded  in  withdrawing  his  force  with 
small  loss  to  the  left  bank  of  the  Keuse  Eiver  at  Kiuston.  He  held 
them  at  bay  until  the  16th,  when  they  advanced  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river  and  made  an  attack  atr  White  Hall  Bridge,  about  18  miles  be 
low  Goldsborough,  in  which  they  were  driven  back  by  General  Eobert- 
son  with  severe  loss.  Small  re-enforcements  arrived  from  Petersburg 
and  Wilmington  on  the  15th,  one  regiment  of  which  was  placed  in  posi 
tion  to  cover  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  Neuse,  near  this  place.  A  bat 
talion  of  artillery,  which  had  made  a  successful  retreat  from  the  works 
at  the  obstructions  below  Kinston  after  the  enemy  occupied  the  latter 
point  in  force,  was  stationed  on  this  side  of  the  river  at  the  railroad 
bridge,  and  about  half  a  mile  above  at  the  county  bridge.  On  the  16th 
a  regiment  arrived  from  Wilmington  and  one  from  Petersburg,  both  of 
which  were  sent  to  the  right  bank  of  the  river  and  placed  under  Gen 
eral  Olingman's  command  to  protect  the  two  bridges. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th,  having  no  cavalry  and  being  unable  to 
obtain  information  by  other  means,  I  directed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ste 
vens,  of  the  Engineers,  with  two  brigades  and  five  pieces  of  artillery,  to 
make  a  reconnaissance  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  position  and 
numbers  of  the  enemy.  General  Evans'  brigade  had  then  reached  Gold  s- 
borough  by  rail,  and,  remaining  on  board,  only  awaited  the  clearing  of 
the  track  and  watering  of  the  engines  to  move  by  rail  to  the  position 
already  occupied  by  General  Clinginan  with  his  three  regiments,  about 
1£  miles  beyond  the  railroad  bridge.  The  capacity  of  the  water-tanks 
being  inadequate  for  the  amount  of  transportation  accumulated  here  at 
that  time,  the  cars  were  delayed  until  after  12  o'clock  for  want  of  water, 
pending  which  the  enemy  appeared  in  force  before  General  Oliugman's 
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three  regiments  and  lie  withdrew  across  the  county  bridge  to  this  side 
of  the  river.  The  artillery  of  the  enemy  was  playing  upon  the  railroad 
bridge,  and  Evans7  brigade  had  at  last  to  move  forward  by  the  county 
road  and  cross,  if  at  all,  the  bridge  half  a  mile  above  the  railroad. 

About  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  one  bold  and  daring  incendiary  suc 
ceeded  in  reaching  the  bridge,  and  covered  by  the  wire  wall  of  the  abut 
ment,  lighted  a  flame  which  soon  destroyed  the  superstructure,  leaving 
the  masonry  abutments  and  pier  intact.  At  that  time  re-enforcements 
which  I  had  ordered  from  Eichmond  were  hourly  expected.  It  was  very 
important  for  us  now  to  save  the  county  bridge,  the  only  means  remain 
ing  of  crossing  the  river  in  this  vicinity.  Evans7  and  Clingman7s  bri 
gades  were  ordered  to  cross,  supported  by  Pettigrew7s  brigade,  and  the 
Mississippi  brigade,  just  coming  in,  was  ordered  to  move  forward  at 
once. 

The  enemy  were  driven  back  from  their  position  on  the  line  of  the  rail 
road,  but  on  account  of  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  the  nature  of  the  ground, 
and  the  fact  that  our  artillery,  cavalry,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  re- 
enforcements  had  not  yet  arrived,  it  was  not  advisable  to  attack  their 
strong  second  position  that  evening.  During  the  night  the  enemy  made 
a  hurried  retreat  to  their  fortifications  and  gunboats,  moving  with  such 
celerity  that  it  was  useless  to  attempt  pursuit  with  any  other  arm  than 
cavalry,  of  which  at  that  time,  unfortunately,  we  had  none.  I  passed 
over  the  railroad  from  the  Neuse  Bridge  to  Wilmington  on  the  24th  and 
returned  last  night.  The  bridge  is  fast  being  repaired.  At  present  we 
are  subjected  to  the  temporary  inconvenience  of  transshipment  across 
the  county  bridge,  but  in  a  very  few  days  this  will  be  remedied  and 
everything  restored  to  the  former  condition. 

I  regret  that  this  grand  army  of  invasion  did  not  remain  in  the  in 
terior  long  enough  for  us  to  get  at  them.  As  it  is,  they  burned  the 
superstructure  of  two  bridges,  which  cost  originally  less  than  $10,000 
and  can  be  replaced  at  once,  and  have  utterly  failed  to  attempt  to  take 
advantage  of  the  temporary  and  partial  interruption  of  our  railroad  line 
for  the  purpose  of  striking  a  decisive  blow  at  any  important  point  before 
we  could  thoroughly  re-establish  our  communications  with  it. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  [W.  H.] 
Stevens,  C.  S.  Engineers,  and  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pool,  as  well  as  to 
those  of  the  three  brigadier-generals  previously  named. 

Our  loss  is  reported  at  71  killed  and  268  wounded,  and  about  400  miss 
ing.  Most  of  the  latter  were  taken  prisoners  at  Kinston  Bridge,  and 
have  since  been  returned  paroled. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

General  S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Va. 


No.  34. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Walter  H.  Stevens,  C.  S.  Engineers,  of  operations 

December  16-17. 

HEADQUARTERS, 

Goldsborough,  N.  C.,  December  19,  1862. 

GENERAL,  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 
On  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  the  16th  instant,  by  your  direction,  I 
posted  Lieutenant-Colonel  PooFs  battalion  of  North  Carolina  Troops 
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(armed  as  infantry)  at  the  railroad  and  county  bridges  over  the  Neuse 
near  this  place.  Two  pieces  of  artillery  were  placed  commanding 
the  railroad  bridge,  one  at  the  county  bridge,  and  two  a  short  dis 
tance  in  the  rear,  enfilading  a  portion  of  the  right  bank  of  the  river 
which  flanked  the  position  immediately  at  the  bridge.  These  disposi 
tions  were  completed  at  7  a.  in.  About  10  a.  m.  I  started  with  Colonel 
Cunningham  without  an  escort  to  reconuoiter  the  right  bank  of  the 
river  from  Dudley  toward  White  Hall,  having  been  led  to  believe  that 
the  enemy  were  or  might  be  marching  in  that  direction  with  a  view  of 
cutting  the  railroad.  On  arriving  at  Dudley,  hearin'g  nothing  of  the 
enemy,  in  company  with  Colonel  Collier,  of  the  county  militia,  I  pro 
ceeded  4  or  5  miles  on  the  road  to  White  Hall,  seeing  nothing  of  the 
enemy.  I  soon  saw  a  large  smoke  in  the  direction  of  Mount  Olive.  I 
rode  immediately  to  Dudley  and  found  a  train  of  cars  that  started  for 
Wilmington  had  turned  back,  finding  the  road  was  burned  at  Mount 
Olive.  I  took  the  train  to  this  place  to  report  to  you  the  cutting  of  the 
road.  On  the  way  to  Goldsborough  I  passed  General  Clingman's  com 
mand  on  the  roadside,  near  where  the  county  road  crosses  the  railroad. 

Early  the  next  morning  I  was  directed  to  make  an  armed  reconnais 
sance  of  the  enemy  with  Generals  Evans'  and  Clingman's  commands. 
My  instructions  were  to  find  the  enemy,  to  sweep  the  county,  guarding 
the  flanks  well,  and  if  engaging  the  enemy  the  command  should  be  so 
pressed  as  to  fall  back  before  being  re-enforced,  to  fall  back  fighting 
and  cross  at  the  county  bridge ;  or  if  pressed  too  closely  to  try  that,  to 
continue  up  the  river,  crossing  higher  up.  A  first-rate  guide  was  fur 
nished  me. 

General  Clingmau's  command  being  on  the  road  to  Dudley,  I  informed 
General  Evans  that  his  command  ought  to  go  to  Dudley  by  rail  as  soon 
as  they  could  be  embarked.  As  soon  as  the  troops  were  fairly  aboard 
I  started  with  Captain  Reinhart  and  a  part  of  his  cavalry  company  for 
Dudley.  On  reaching  the  county  bridge  I  heard  a  few  cannon-shot  east 
of  the  railroad.  On  crossing  the  bridge  I  found  a  portion  of  General 
Clingman's  command,  Colonel  Shaw  commanding.  I  was  informed  by 
Colonel  Shaw  that  the  enemy  were  advancing  in  two  columns,  one  by 
the  railroad,  the  other  by  the  White  Hall  road,  and  that  one  regiment 
(Colonel  Marshall's)  was  posted  at  the  railroad  bridge  on  the  right  bank. 
General  Clinginan  then  came  upon  the  ground  and  I  recommended  him 
to  form  his  command  with  two  pieces  of  artillery  obliquely  across  the 
county  road,  covering  the  head  of  the  bridge.  I  then  proceeded  to  the 
front  and  right  on  the  county  road  to  a  point  where  the  road  turns  to 
cross  the  railroad  on  the  way  to  Dudley.  A  steady  fire  of  artillery  was 
kept  up  by  the  enemy  at  the  railroad  bridge.  I  soon  saw  one  regiment 
of  the  enemy  get  on  the  railroad  track,  soon  another,  and  finally  four  in 
all ;  these,  with  four  or  six  pieces  of  artillery,  were  all  the  troops  I  could 
see.  They  marched  deliberately  toward  the  railroad  bridge,  then  dou 
ble-quicked  for  a  few  instants,  and  finally  disappeared  from  my  view 
either  in  the  woods  or  behind  the  railroad  embankment.  Immediately 
a  sharp  fire  of  musketry  ensued.  This  very  quickly  ceased.  I  rode  back 
to  the  county  bridge  and  found  General  Clingman's  command  falling- 
back,  one  regiment  double-quicking  on  the  road  from  the  railroad  bridge 
to  the  county  bridge.  I  then  met  General  Clingman,  who  said  his  men 
would  not  stay  at  the  railroad' bridge,  and  asked  me  if  I  thought  he  had 
better  cross  the  bridge.  I  thought  if  the  men  would  not  stand  they  had 
better  cross,  and  told  him  so. 

Lieutenant  Fuller,  of  Starr's  battery,  placed  his  guns  in  position  with 
coolness  and  judgment,  and  worked  them  some  moments  with  ability, 
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only  ceasing  his  fire  when  all  of  liis  command,  save  his  support,  were 
over  the  bridge.  Captain  Beinhartfs  cavalry  were  cool  and  staid  by  me 
until  ordered  over  the  bridge. 

The  command  with  the  artillery  were  posted  then  upon  the  lei't  bank. 
I  then  joined  General  Evans,  who  was  near  the  bridge,  and  in  a  lew  sec 
onds  discovered  the  railroad  bridge  on  fire.  At  his  request  I  immedi 
ately  reported  the  fact  to  you.  A  short  time  after  seeing  you  I  accom 
panied  you  to  the  field.  Clingman  had  recrossed  and  was  on  the  right 
near  the  railroad.  As  I  crossed  in  your  company,  Evans'  command  were 
crossing.  He  was  starting  a  regiment  in  toward  the  railroad  bridge 
when  we  crossed.  I  then  accompanied  you  to  the  extreme  right  to 
Clingman's  position,  from  whence  I  had  informed  you  you  could  see  the 
whole  field.  While  with  General  Clingman  a  portion  of  his  command 
had  charged  the  enemy  and  rejoined  his  line  while  we  were  in  company 
with  him.  Clingman's  whole  line  then  advanced,  upon  which  we  crossed 
to  the  left  (General  Evans'  position).  Upon  reaching  General  Evans 
we  found  our  whole  line  up  to  the  railroad  embankment.  It  was  then 
dark  and  the  firing  had  ceased.  The  large  number  of  the  enemy, 
strongly  posted,  with  numerous  artillery,  the  darkness  and  extreme 
coldness  of  the  night,  induced  me  to  give  my  opinion  in  the  council  in 
favor  of  withdrawing  to  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  which  was  effected 
deliberately  before  midnight. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  report  of  Colonel  Pool. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

W.  H.  STEVENS, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  of  Engineers. 

Maj.  Gen.  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH. 


No.  35. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Nathan  G.  Evans,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  Brigade, 
of  operations  December  13-17. 

KINSTON,  N.  C.,  December  14,  1802. 

General  Foster  attacked  Kinston  yesterday  with  15,000  men  and  nine 
gunboats.  I  fought  him  ten  hours.  Have  driven  back  his  gunboats. 
His  army  is  still  in  iny  front.  1  have  ouly  four  regiments,  and  will  await 
his  attack  this  morning.  I  think  I  can  hold  my  position. 

N.  G.  EVANS, 

Brigadier-  General. 
General  S.  COOPER. 


HEADQUARTERS  EVANS'  BRIGADE, 
Near  Goldsborough,  N.  (7.,  December  20,  18G2. 

MAJOR:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action 
of  the  troops  under  my  command  in  the  recent  engagements  near  Kins- 
ton,  White  Hall,  and  at  the  railroad  bridge  near  this  place: 

On  Saturday,  the  13th  instant,  the  enemy  approached  Kinstou  in  con 
siderable  force  and  attacked  the  line  of  our  forces  under  the  immediate 
command  of  Col.  James  D.  Eadcliffe,  North  Carolina  Troops,  who  had 
taken  position  on  the  west  side  of  Southwest  Creek.  At  10  o'clock  1 
arrived  on  the  ground  and  assumed  command,  and  ordered  Colonel  liad- 
cliife  to  take  command  of  the  left  wing  at  the  crossing  of  the  upper  Trent 
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road.  The  enemy  then  was  attacked  at  Hines'  Mill  while  he  attempted 
to  cross  the  creek.  After  a  sharp  engagement  of  an  hour  I  fell  back  to 
ward  the  Neuse  River,  keeping  line  of  battle  and  arresting  his  approach 
about  2  miles  from  Kiuston  Bridge.  He  then  attacked  in  considerable 
force,  but  retired  after  an  engagement  of  ten  hours.  1  rested  on  my  arms 
that  night  in  this  position,  the  enemy  ceasing  fire  after  nightfall. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  (Sunday),  being  informed  by  Colonel  Rad- 
cliffe  that  the  enemy  was  approaching  his  position,  I  directed  him  to  open 
lire  while  I  would  attack  his  left.  1  ordered  an  immediate  advance,  and 
soon  became  engaged  with  my  whole  line  with  the  enemy  in  heavy  force — 
supposed  to  be  about  20,000.  The  action  lasted  three  hours,  when,  as 
certaining  his  greatly- superior  force,  I  retired  with  rny  command  across 
the  Neuse  Bridge,  when  the  enemy  pursued  with  heavy  lire,  stormed  the 
bridge,  and  drove  me  back  to  the  town  of  Kinston,  capturing  about  400, 
including  no  [number  of?]  sick  prisoners.  Eeforming  rny  line,  with  the 
additional  re-enforcements  of  Col.  [S.  H.]  .Rogers*  Forty-seventh  Regi 
ment  North  Carolina  Troops,  in  a  commanding  position  in  rear  of  the 
town,  I  again  awaited  the  attack.  About  3  p.  in.  Major-General  Foster 
sent  his  staff  officer  (Colonel  Potter)  to  summon  me  to  surrender,  which  I 
promptly  declined.  In  an  hour  he  commenced  shelling  the  town,  but 
hesitated  to  renew  his  direct  attack.  Taking  advantage  of  my  position,  I 
retired  in  column  to  Falling  Creek,  where  the  major-general  commanding 
had  forwarded  me  additional  re-enforcements.  At  this  point  (a  very 
strong  position)  I  encamped  for  the  night.  Hearing  early  next  morning 
that  the  enemy  had  recrossed  the  river  and  was  advancing  on  White  Hall 
in  my  rear,  1  immediately  dispatched  one  regiment  (the  Eleventh  North 
Carolina  Troops,  Col.  [0.]  Leventhorpe)  and  GOO  dismounted  cavalry,  the 
Avhole  under  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  B.  H.  Robertson,  to  proceed  in 
haste  and  dispute  his  crossing  at  White  Hall,  while  I  would  attack  his 
rear  toward  Kinston.  The  report  of  Brigadier-General  Robertson  is 
herewith  inclosed,  marked  A.*  1  here  sent  Colonel  Rogers  to  march  on 
Kinston,  and  held  my  other  forces  in  readiness  to  move  in  either  direc 
tion.  Finding  the  enemy  had  retired  across  the  river  and  burned  the 
bridge,  I  ordered  my  whole  command  to  Mosely  Hall,  a  position  where 
1  could  support  General  Robertson.  At  this  point  I  met  Major-General 
French,  commanding  department,  who  immediately  assumed  command 
and  timely  re-enforced  Brigadier-General  Robertson.  My  force  engaged 
at  Kinston  consisted  of  the  Seventeenth,  Twenty-second,  Twenty-third, 
and  Holcombe  Legion  South  Carolina  Volunteers;  Colonel  Badcliffe's 
Sixty-first  Regiment  North  Carolina  Troops;  Major  Mallett's  battalion; 
Capt.  [B.]  Boyce's  light  battery  South  Carolina  Volunteers ;  Captains 
Bunting's  and  Starr's  batteries  North  Carolina  troops.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Pool,  commanding  North  Carolina  heavy  artillery,  commanded 
the  intrenchments  at  the  obstructions  below  Kinston  and  attacked  the 
gunboats  and  held  them  in  check  while  I  regained  my  position  in  rear 
of  the  town.  My  whole  force  amounted  to  2,014. 

From  Mosely  Hall  (after  the  repulse  of  the  enemy  at  White  Hall)  I 
was  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  the  department  to  report 
to  Goldsborough.  On  my  arrival  with  my  command  was  ordered  by  Maj , 
Gen.  G.  W.  Smith  to  assume  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  T.  L.  Cliugmau's 
brigade  and  make  an  armed  reconnaissance  of  the  enemy  approaching 
the  railroad  bridge.  I  immediately  ordered  General  Clingman  to  ad 
vance  his  brigade  over  the  river  by  the  county  bridge  and  engage  him ; 
that  I  would  support  his  left.  On  arriving  beyond  the  bridge  about  a 

*  See  report  No.  39. 
8  I?,  R — YOL  XVIII 
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mile  General  Clingman  became  engaged  with  the  enemy  in  heavy  force. 
I  directed  Evans'  brigade  to  advance  to  his  support.  On  reaching  the 
railroad  I  found  the  enemy  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  marching  up  to 
the  railroad.  I  then  directed  my  brigade  to  cross  the  railroad  and  en 
gage  the  enemy,  which  was  done  in  a  spirited  manner.  I  also  herewith 
inclose  General  Clingman's  report,  together  with  a  list  of  killed  and 
wounded. 

In  conclusion  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  major-general  com 
manding  to  the  gallant  conduct  and  admirable  judgment  of  Colonel 
Radclifte,  who  had  disposed  his  troops  to  dispute  every  advance,  of  the 
enemy,  and  regret  to  add  that,  holding  his  position  to  the  last  of  the 
light,  he  was  taken  prisoner,  but  readily  paroled.  The  following  officers 
were  observed  by  myself  as  conspicuous  in  the  battles  of  Saturday  and 
Sunday:  Col.  P.  Mallett,  North  Carolina  Troops  5  Capt.  [M.  G.]  Zeigler, 
Holcombe  Legion;  Adjt.  W.  P.  Du  Bose,  wounded  while  leading  his 
regiment ;  Capt.  [S.  A-]  Durham,  [Company  H],  Twenty-third  South 
Carolina  Volunteers,  wounded  severely  leading  his  regiment  in  action 
at  the  railroad. 

To  the  promptness  of  General  Clingman  in  obeying  my  orders  I  am 
particularly  indebted  for  the  repulse  at  the  railroad  near  Goldsborough. 

To  my  personal  staff  (Capt.  A.  L.  Evans  and  First  Lieut.  Samuel  J. 
Corrie,  aide-de-camp)  I  am  much  indebted,  both  for  the  intrepidity 
and  alacrity  with  which  they  obeyed  my  orders,  both  often  leading 
troops  in  action.  I  recommend  both  to  the  especial  attention  of  the 
major-general  commanding.  Col.  John  A.  Baker,  Forty-fourth  [Forty- 
first]  North  Carolina  Troops,  deserves  especial  notice  5  though  suffering 
with  a  slight  wound,  was  very  energetic  as  my  assistant  through  the 
engagements  of  the  two  days. 

Colonels  Eadcliffe  and  Mallett  being  paroled  prisoners,  the  reports 
of  their  respective  commands  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  exchanged. 

Herewith  please  find  list  *  of  killed  and  wounded  in  my  brigade.  The 
lists  from  the  other  commands  have  not  been  furnished  me. 

Very  respectfully  submitted. 

N.  G.  EVANS, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  S.  W.  MELTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Goldsborough,  N.  C. 


No.  36. 

Report  of  Col.  Peter  Mallett,  North  Carolina  Battalion,  of  engagement  at 

Kinston,  December  14. 

HEADQUARTERS  EVANS'  BRIGADE, 

Wilmington,  N'.  C.,  March  26,  1863. 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  report  of  Col.  P.  Mallett, 
commanding  battalion,  of  the  action  of  his  command  at  the  battle  of 
Kinston,  N.  C.  I  forward  this  report  direct,  as  my  report  had  been  sent 
in  some  time  since. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  G.  EVANS, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
General  S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Va. 

*  Not  found. 
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[Inclosure.] 

FAYETTEVILLE,  N.  C.,  February  20, 1803. 

GENERAL  :  Confinement  to  my  bed  for  the  last  two  months  will,  I 
trust,  be  apology  sufficient  for  the  delay  in  reporting  to  you  the  part 
taken  by  iny -command  in  the  battle  near  Kinstou,  on  Sunday,  Decem 
ber  14,  [1862]. 

I  arrived  at  Kinstou  by  railroad  Sunday  morning  at  7  o'clock  and 
immediately  reported  to  and  was  ordered  by  you  to  take  position  with 
my  battalion  (consisting  of  19  officers  and  400  men)  in  the  rifle-pits  on 
the  east  bank  of  Neusc  Eiver  to  support  a  South  Carolina  battery  com 
manding  the  county  bridge. 

At  8.30  wo  were  in  position,  and  in  a  few  moments  musketry  tiring 
commenced  on  the  left  of  the  line  of  battle,  which  was  formed  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river,  and  at  9  o'clock  the  first  gun  was  fired  by  the 
artillery. 

At  9.15  I  received  an  order  through  one  of  your  aides  to  march  at 
double-quick  across  the  bridge.  Having  crossed,  I  met  you  on  the  west 
side  directing  men  pouring  spirits  of  turpentine  on  cotton  placed  upon 
the  bridge.  You  ordered  me  to  take  my  command  through  the  field  on 
the  right  of  the  White  Hall  road  and  engage  the  enemy.  We  passed 
through  the  field  under  a  fire  of  shell  from  the  enemy  (losing  1  man)  to 
the  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  a  fence  on  the  edge  of  a  swamp, 
on  the  other  side  of  which  the  enemy  appeared  to  be  in  force.  Here 
we  engaged  the  enemy  for  some  time,  but  the  principal  point  of  attack 
appeared  to  be  the  church  known  as  Harriet's  Chapel,  on  my  left, 
where  was  stationed  a  section  of  Starr's  battery,  supported  by  the  Sixty- 
first  Eeginient  North  Carolina  Troops,  under  Colonel  Badcliile.  At 
length  the  firing  upon  my  part  of  the  line  ceased  almost  entirely. 
Being  anxious  to  charge  the  enemy  and  drive  him  back,  I  sent  Lieu 
tenant  Little  to  the  section  of  artillery  on  my  left  to  ascertain  the  real 
position  of  the  enemy  and  of  our  forces,  it  being  impossible  to  charge 
through  the  swamp  in  my  front.  About  the  time  of  Lieutenant  Little's 
return  (without  any  accurate  information)  I  received  by  courier  a  writ 
ten  order  from  you,  as  follows : 

COLONEL:  Let  me  know  if  the  enemy  are  in  your  front.  If  not,  join  uie  at  the 
bridge. 

At  this  time,  there  being  no  indication  of  the  enemy  in  front,  I  drew 
oil'  in  good  order  and  returned  to  the  bridge,  but  to  my  surprise  you 
were  absent,  leaving  no  order  or  instructions  for  me.  Observing  that 
the  South  Carolina  battery  commanding  the  bridge  had  been  removed 
and  the  bridge  apparently  deserted,  I  concluded  you  were  waiting  for 
me  on  the  east  side,  and  retreating  toward  Kinston  I  proceeded  across 
the  bridge.  In  a  few  moments  after  crossing  I  was  met  by  an  officer  oi 
your  stall'  with  orders  to  go  back.  This  order  I  promptly  obeyed, 
inarching  again  at  a  double-quick  through  the  same  field  to  my  former 
position  under  a  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  and  was  almost 
immediately  hotly  engaged  with  his  infantry.  In  about  an  hour  I  was 
re-enforced  with  90  to  100  men  from  the  Sixty-first  North  Carolina,  com 
manded  by  Lieut.  Col.  [W.  S.]  Devane,  who  took  position  on  my  right. 
The  enemy  made  a  vigorous  charge  at  this  time  on  my  left,  and  was  as 
vigorously  repulsed.  Old  veterans  could  not  have  met  the  foe  with  more 
coolness  and  determination  than  these  newly-tried  men.  He  appeared 
determined  to  force  his  way  through  my  lines.  At  the  church  I  ordered 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Devane  to  re-enforce  my  left.  He  took  his  position 
promptly  and  did  good  service,  and  I  here  take  pleasure  in  testifying  to 
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liis  coolness  and  undoubted  bravery,  With  liis  assistance  and  the  com 
pany  of  my  right  flank,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Mcllae,  also  ordered 
to  the  left,  we  held  the  enemy  in  check  some  time.  My  ammunition 
now  began  to  fail,  and  after  sending  repeatedly  to  the  rear  could  not 
be  replenished.  Apprehending  an  attempt  to  turn  my  right  also  Cap 
tain  McRae,  acting  as  my  lieutenant-colonel,  was  directed  to  observe 
closely  and  give  me  immediate  notice  of  any  advance  in  that  direction. 
He  reported  the  enemy  in  force,  but  no  attempt  was  made  to  Hank  me 
owing,  I  suppose,  to  the  impenetrable  swamp  between  us. 

At  this  time,  having  held  the  enemy  in  check  for  about  three  hours, 
looking  in  vain  for  re- enforcements,  the  section  of  artillery  near  the 
church  retired,  I  since  learn,  for  want  of  ammunition.  Immediately 
after,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Devane  sent  me  word  that  the  enemy  were 
flanking  us  on  the  left,  and  withdrew  his  men  toward  the  bridge.  Find 
ing  myself  alone  and  the  enemy  pressing  upon  us  I  ordered  a  retreat, 
which  was  made  in  good  order,  the  men  continuing  their  lire  with  effect. 
At  the  bridge  I  intended  to  make  another  stand,  but  on  approaching  it 
found  it  on  fire  and  crowded  with  men  endeavoring  to  cross.  A  panic 
ensued.  The  enemy  pressed  upon  us  from  two  directions  at  double- 
quick  in  large  force  and  the  bridge  the  only  means  of  escape.  The 
greater  portion  of  iny  command  succeeded  in  crossing,  while  the  other 
was  driven  back  by  the  flames. 

While  endeavoring  to  keep  the  men  back,  fearing  the  bridge  would  fall 
every  moment,  I  was  wounded  in  the  leg  "by  a  Minie  ball  and  obliged  to 
relinquish  the  command  to  Captain  McKae,  whoso  self-possession  and 
bravery  should  not  be  left  unnoticed.  Being  under  a  heavy  cross-fire 
from  an  overwhelming  force,  my  men  and  ammunition  exhausted,  and 
the  bridge  impassable,  I  advised  Captain  Mcllae  to  surrender.  The 
enemy  now  directed  his  fire  upon  the  retreating  troops  on  the  Kinston 
side,  who  spiritedly  returned  the  fire  with  good  effect,  killing  a  colonel 
(Gray)  and  others  near  the  bridge. 

The  enemy's  force  was  between  20,000  and  25,000  men,  with  seventy- 
two  pieces  of  artillery.  General  Foster  admitted  to  me  that  we  had  re 
pulsed  three  of  his  veteran  regiments  with  a  loss  of  100  men ;  since  as 
certained  to  be  about  250. 

I  regret  to  report  the  loss  of  two  of  my  best  officers,  who  fell  at  the 
close  of  the  engagement:  Lieut.  J.  J.  Eeid,  commanding  Company  A, 
4fell  by  my  side  near  the  bridge,  and  Lieut.  J.  H.  Hill,  commanding 
Company  C,  while  retreating  on  the  Kinston  side.  Both  led  their  com 
panies  gallantly  through  the  entire  engagement.  Braver  or  more  gal 
lant  young  men  never  drew  a  sword. 

Our  loss  was  7  killed,  22  wounded,  8  missing,  and  175  taken  prisoners. 

After  diligent  search  and  inquiry  for  Adjt.  E.  N.  Mann  and  Lieut.  II. 
K.  Williams  I  am  reluctantly  forced  to  include  them  in  the  list  of  killed. 

Officers  and  men,  nearly  all  of  whom  were  under  fire  for  the  first 
time,  behaved  with  the  coolness,  determination,  and  bravery  of  veterans. 

It  would  be  almost  invidious  to  discriminate,  but  I  cannot  refrain 
from  mentioning  the  conspicuous  gallantry  and  bravery  of  Lieut.  J.  K. 
McLean,  commanding  Company  F. 

Inclosed  please  find  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded.* 

Hoping  I  may  be  allowed  to  engage  the  enemy  under  more  favorable 
circumstances,  I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  MALLETT, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Battalion. 

Brig.  Gen.  K  G.  EVANS. 

*  Nominal  list  shows  12  killed  and  34  wounded. 
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No.  37. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  L.  Clingman,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  Bri 
gade,  of  engagement  at  Goldsborougli  Bridge,  December  17. 

HEADQUARTERS  CLINGMAN'S  BRIGADE. 

December  21,  1862. 

CAPTAIN  :  Before  detailing  the  particulars  of  the  affair  of  the  17th 
(Wednesday)  I  ought  perhaps  to  state  that  I  arrived  at  Goldsborougli 
early  on  Tuesday  morning,  the  IGth,  accompanied  by  only  the  Eighth 
North  Carolina  Regiment,  commanded  by  Col.  [H.  M.]  Shaw.  From 
Major-General  Smith  orders  were  received  to  pass  to  the  south  side  of 
the  Neuse  River  and  take  a  position  intermediate  between  Goldsborougli 
and  Dudley's  Depot,  on  the  line  of  the  railroad.  I  selected  a  point 
where  the  railroad  is  crossed  by  the  road  from  White  Hall,  along  which 
the  enemy  were  expected  to  approach,  and  which  is  about  1£  miles 
south  of  the  railroad  bridge.  During  the  day  I  was  re-enforced  by  the 
Fifty-first  North  Carolina  Eegiment,  of  my  brigade,  commanded  by 
Lieut.  Col.  [  William  A.]  Allen,  just  up  from  Wilmington.  In  the  course 
of  the  night  following  the  Fifty-second  North  Carolina  Eegiment,  of 
Pettigrew's  brigade,  commanded  by  Col.  [J.  K.]  Marshall,  arrived  with 
orders  to  report  to  me,  but  to  be  held  in  reserve  in  the  rear  of  the  other 
two  regiments. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th,  being  informed  by  one  of  General  Smith's 
staff  that  he  desired  particularly  to  hear  from  me,  I  returned  with  him 
on  the  locomotive  to  Goldsborough,  and  was  instructed  by  General  Smith 
to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Evans  and  with  my  brigade  to  accompany 
him  in  making  a  reconnaissance  in  force  to  ascertain  the  position  and 
strength  of  the  enemy.  Within  a  few  moments  after  receiving  this  order 
a  dispatch  was  placed  in  my  hands  from  my  adjutant-general  stating 
that  the  enemy  were  reported  by  our  scouts  as  being  in  3  miles  of  my 
position.  This  was  read  to  General  Evans  while  he  was  in  the  presence 
of  General  Smith,  and  he  at  once  ordered  me  to  go  on  and  fight  the  en 
emy,  saying  that  he  would  follow  with  his  brigade  to  support  me.  On 
returning  to  my  command  I  found  that  the  enemy  in  heavy  force,  both 
of  infantry  and  artillery,  were  advancing  from  the  southeast  across  the 
open  fields  and  also  from  the  south  along  the  line  of  the  railroad,  while 
their  cavalry  were  seen  approaching  along  the  county  road  which  passed 
in  my  rear.  It  ought  to  be  stated  that  the  county  bridge  is  about  half 
a  mile  above  that  of  the  railroad,  and  that  the  road  crossing  it  was 
nearly  parallel  with  the  railroad.  Between  the  two  is  a  swamp,  but 
infantry  can  pass  along  the  bank  of  the  river  without  much  difficulty, 
and  1 J  miles  from  the  river  the  two  roads  are  connected  by  a  cross-road 
through  a  plantation.  It  being  impossible  with  only  three  regiments 
to  hold  both  the  bridges  and  at  the  same  time  fight  a  large  army, 
Colonel  Marshall  with  the  Fifty-second  Eegiment  was  stationed  in  front 
of  the  railroad  bridge  and  Colonel  Shaw  with  the  Eighth,  supported 
by  a  section  of  Starr's  battery,  was  placed  in  the  field  in  front  of  the 
county  bridge ;  Colonel  Allen  with  the  Fifty -first  was  between  the  two 
to  support  either  in  case  of  need.  The  enemy  soon  opened  heavily, 
both  with  artillery  and  musketry,  against  Colonel  Marshall,  evidently 
with  a  view  of  reaching  the  railroad  bridge,  I  therefore  carried  the 
Fifty-first  Eegiment  to  Ids  support  and  placed  it  on  his  right  flank.  So 
heavy,  however,  was  the  fire  from  the  large  force  of  the  enemy  that 
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these  regiments  were  broken  and  fell  back.  They  were  soon  rallied  and 
taken  back  to  their  positions.  The  increasing  volleys  of  musketry  and 
the  rapid  falling  of  shells  from  the  numerous  batteries  of  the  enemy,  in 
spite  of  all  my  efforts  to  keep  them  longer  in  position,  caused  them  to 
give  way  a  second  time.  It  being  obvious,  indeed,  that  so  small  a  force 
could  not  long  maintain  a  contest  against  such  heavy  odds,  they  were 
formed  in  the  rear  and  carried  back  in  good  order  to  the  county  bridge,  and 
with  the  force  stationed  there  recrossed  the  river.  To  defend  the  bridge 
the  two  guns  of  [J.B.]  Starr's  battery,  [Company  B,  Thirteenth  Battalion 
North  Carolina  Artillery],  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  [T.  C.]  Fuller, 
were  placed  near  it,  and  Colonel  Marshall's  regiment  lined  the  river  bank 
below  and  Colonel  Allen's  occupied  it  above,  while  Colonel  Shaw's  was 
placed  in  the  rear  as  a  reserve.  For  the  defense  of  the  railroad  there 
was  placed  in  position  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  Colonel  Pool's 
battalion  with  several  pieces  of  artillery.  After  the  above-stated  dis 
position  had  been  made,  possibly  an  hour  later,  one  of  General  Evans' 
staff  informed  me  at  the  county  bridge  that  he  desired  to  see  me.  On 
my  going  back  to  the  field  where  he  was  posted  he  told  me  that  it  was 
all  important  to  hold  the  county  bridge  and  that  I  must  do  it.  I  re 
plied  that  I  was  satisfied  the  dispositions  made  were  sufficient,  and  on 
my  asking  as  to  the  defenses  of  the  railroad  bridge  he  declared  that 
all  was  secure  there,  but  renewed  his  order  to  me  to  hold  the  county 
bridge.  Not  long  after  my  return  to  it  I  was  informed  that  the  railroad 
bridge  was  on  fire.  After  it  was  burned  the  cannonade  of  the  enemy 
ceased. 

At  a  later  period  General  Evans  again  sent  for  me,  and  on  my  going 
back  to  his  station  he  ordered  me  to  advance  across  the  bridge  with 
my  entire  command  and.  attack  the  enemy  and  feel  his  strength.  The 
Sixty-first  North  Carolina  Eegiment,  of  my  brigade,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Devane,  having  by  this  time  arrived,  it  with  three 
already  under  my  command  and  the  two  field  pieces  above  mentioned 
were  moved  across  the  river.  Skirmishers  were  thrown  forward  in  all 
directions  and  the  enemy  was  found  to  be  posted  from  the  river  for  1 J 
miles  along  the  railroad  in  line  of  battle,  well  protected  by  the  high 
embankment  of  the  road  in  front  of  them.  The  regiments  of  Shaw  and 
Devane  and  the  two  guns  were  moved  along  the  county  road  while  I 
carried  as  rapidly  as  possible  the  regiments  of  Marshall  and  Allen  down 
the  river  bank  and  placed  them  in  line  within  less  than  300  yards  of 
the  enemy's  right,  but  in  a  position  where  they  were  pretty  well  pro 
tected  from  the  artillery.  They  were  instructed  to  lie  down,  to  make 
no  reply  to  the  enemy,  and  no  attempt  to  pass  the  open  field  between 
them  and  the  enemy  until  they  should  hear  our  attack  on  the  right. 
As  soon,  however,  as  that  occurred  they  were  ordered  to  rise  and  with 
a  shout  to  move  forward  at  a  run  and  carry,  if  possible,  the  embank 
ment  behind  which  the  enemy  were  posted. 

Rejoining  the  other  two  regiments  I  led  them  along  the  county  road 
and  from  it  by  the  cross-road  through  the  open  field  against  the  enemy's 
left  wing.  I  formed  them  in  line  of  battle,  the  right  of  Colonel  Shaw 
resting  on  the  cross-road  while  his  left  and  Colonel  Devane's  extended 
toward  the  enemy's  center.  One  of  the  field  pieces,  unfortunately,  from 
the  giving  way  of  the  bridge,  fell  into  a  ditch  and  was  not  gotten  out  in 
time  to  take  part  in  the  action.  The  other  piece  moved  along  the  road 
on  the  right  of  our  line  and  was"  itself  protected  on  its  flank  by  skir 
mishers  who  covered  the  ground  for  several  hundred  yards. .  Before 
we  readied  the  railroad,  however,  the  .enemy  abandoned  it  and  we  occu- 
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l>ied  it  without  a  struggle.  The  two  regiments  stationed  near  the  river 
likewise  advanced  to  it  without  loss,  and,  as  I  subsequently  learned,  Gen 
eral  Evans'  brigade  soon  filled  up  the  center.  After  retreating  from  this 
position  the  enemy  occupied  a  higher  field  in  our  front  with  a  large 
number  of  cannon  and  heavy  bodies  of  infantry  drawn  up  in  two  lines 
with  an  interval  of  100  or  200  yards  between  them.  As  soon  as  Lieu 
tenant  Fuller  opened  on  them  with  his  gun  their  artillery,  which  had 
previously  directed  its  fire  against  our  left  where  the  regiments  of 
Marshall  and  Allen  were  stationed,  was  shifted  and  its  concentrated 
volleys  were  poured  upon  our  right.  Their  position  approached  within 
400  yards  there,  while  from  our  left  it  was  more  than  a  half  mile  distant. 
With  the  large  number  of  pieces  they  had  in  play  it  is  a  wonder  they 
did  not  succeed  in  disabling  a  single  gun.  Notwithstanding  the  dis 
parity  of  force  and  the  loss  of  several  of  his  men,  Lieutenant  Fuller, 
with  the  greatest  gallantry,  continued  to  reply  until  darkness  put  an 
end  to  the  contest.  During  the  evening  the  regiments  of  Colonels  Mar 
shall  and  Allen,  by  General  Evans'  order  as  I  have  since  learned,  made 
a  charge  against  the  enemy's  position  on  the  hill.  They  advanced  most 
courageously,  but  were  repulsed  by  heavy  showers  of 'grape  and  mus 
ketry.  As  they  had  to  move  across  an  open  space  of  1,000  yards,  swept 
by  heavy  batteries  supported  by  large  masses  of  infantry,  it  was  barely 
possible  that  they  could  carry  such  a  position.  Their  prompt  and  daring 
attempt  furnished  the  highest  evidence  of  their  courage  and  readiness 
to  obey  orders.  Immediately  after  dark  the  enemy  retreated  with  his 
entire  army,  and  soon  after  we  recrossed  the  river,  the  troops  under  iny 
command  following  General  Evans'  brigade  and  bringing  up  the  rear. 
The  entire  force  at  my  disposition  that  day  was  rather  below  2.000  men. 
The  loss  was : 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Marshall's  regiment  

11 

58 

10 

Allen's  regiment  

0 

43 

8 

Sliaw's  regiment 

3 

g 

Devane'a  regiment  

Total  

20 

107 

18 

I  cannot  give  the  casualties  of  Fuller's  section  precisely.  I  learn  that 
the  loss  in  the  two  first-named  regiments  occurred  mainly  in  the  charge 
above  referred  to;  but  for  this  we  should  have  had  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  we  had,  with  vastly  inferior  force,  driven  the  enemy  from 
a  strong  position  and  obliged  his  whole  army  to  retreat  almost  without 
loss  on  our  part. 

In  conclusion  I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  the  officers  and  men  in 
all  the  regiments  behaved  in  a  manner  creditable  to  veteran  troops. 

Capt.  Edward  White,  my  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  Capt.  A.  M. 
Brwin,  my  aide-de-camp,  were  energetic  and  prompt  in  carrying  orders 
to  all  parts  of  the  field. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

T.  L.  CLINGMAff, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Capt.  A.  L.  EVANS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Evans9  Brigade. 
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No.  38. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Stephen  D.  Pool,  C.  S.  Artillery,  of  engagement  at 
Goldsborough  Bridge,  December  17. 

GOLDSBOROUGH,  N.  0.,  December  19,  1862. 

COLONEL  :  Soon  after  daybreak  the  morning  of  the  1.0th  instant 
my  command,  consisting  of  Companies  B,  G,  and  H,  Tenth  North  Caro 
lina  Troops,  Company  F,  Fortieth  North  Carolina,  and  Starr's  battery  of 
artillery,  took  the  positions  assigned  them  on  the  north  side  of  Neuse 
lliver  commanding  the  immediate  approaches  to  the  railroad  and  county 
bridges. 

Everything  remained  quiet  until  about  noon  of  the  17th,  when  the 
enemy,  occupying  the  south  side  of  the  river  and  east  of  the  railroad, 
opened  fire  with  evident  design  of  destroying  the  bridge.  To  effect  this 
their  batteries  employed  for  about  two  hours  shell  and  solid  shot,  occa 
sionally  discharging  shrapnel  along  the  north  bank  of  the  river  to  dis 
lodge  any  force  there.  The  south  bank  of  the  river  west  of  the  railroad 
was  occupied  by  a  portion  of  Brigadier-General  Clingman's  brigade, 
the  left  of  the  Fifty-second  North  Carolina  Troops,  Colonel  Marshall, 
resting  against  the  bridge.  Orders  were  sent  me  by  Colonel  Marshall 
not  to  open  fire  with  the  section  of  Starr's  battery,  commanding  the 
bridge,  until  his  troops  retired.  About  2  p.  m.  the  Fifty-second  broke 
and  in  confusion  retired  from  the  bridge,  leaving  the  south  of  that  im 
portant  structure  entirely  undefended  except  by  the  forces  on  the  north 
bank  of  the  Neuse.  Orders  were  immediately  sent  by  me  to  Captain 
Starr  to  open  fire  with  shrapnel  on  the  mouth  of  the  bridge  to  prevent 
the  enemy  if  possible  from  entering  and  destroying  it.  The  order  was 
immediately  obeyed.  While  the  left  of  the  Fifty-second  was  retiring  I 
saw  a  small  force  of  the  enemy  running  down  the  railroad  bank,  shout 
ing  and  yelling  as  if  in  pursuit.  Suspecting  their  design  to  be  to  enter 
and  destroy  the  bridge,  I  cautioned  my  men  to  be  on  the  alert  and  as 
soon  as  they  came  within  range  to  pour  their  fire  into  them.  This  was 
done  so  effectually  that  two  were  instantly  killed;  the  others  fled  pre 
cipitately.  Our  fire  having  disclosed  our  exact  position,  the  enemy 
opened  upon  us  with  a  most  severe  fire  of  canister,  shell,  and  shrapnel 
for  about  half  an  hour,  our  guns  replying  with  rapidity  and  effect. 
During  this  fire  my  men  on  the  banks  of  the  river  remained  perfectly 
quiet,  receiving  the  enemy's  fire  unflinchingly.  Thinking  they  had  dis 
lodged  us,  the  enemy  sent  forward  2  men  to  effect  the  destruction  of 
the  bridge  by  fire.  I  cautioned  my  men  of  the  approach  of  the  men, 
and  as  soon  as  they  broke  cover  for  the  bridge  fire  was  opened  upon 
them.  One  fell  back  wounded,  the  other  succeeded  in  reaching  the 
projecting  brick- work,  where  he  was  enabled  to  complete  his  work  in 
perfect  security  from  any  fire  from  the  north  bank  of  the  river.  No 
effort  was  spared  by  my  men  to  reach  him  with  their  fire.  Different 
points  of  the  bridge  were  selected,  and  shot  after  shot  poured  in  in  the 
vain  hope  of  killing  him.  His  work  proved  successful,  and  in  less  than 
ten  minutes  the  entire  southern  and  eastern  faces  of  the  bridge  were  in 
flames.  Seeing  the  destruction  completed,  I  gave  orders  to  retire  to 
the  rear  of  the  section  of  Starr's  battery  posted  on  the  railroad.  Sub 
sequently  my  entire  command  was  ordered  to  the  county  bridge ;  two 
pieces  of  the  battery  were  placed  in  position.  Companies  B  and  F 
were  posted  on  the  west  side  of  the  bridge,  while  Companies  G  and  H 
took  position  on  the  east — all  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river.  Here  we 
remained  during  the  night  and  until  ordered  to  this  point  next  day. 
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Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  17th  one  section  of  Starr's  battery,  in 
charge  of  First  Lieut.  T.  C.  Fuller,  engaged  the  enemy  south  of  the 
river,  near  the  point  where  the  county  road  crosses  the  railroad.  All 
speak  in  terms  of  praise  of  the  gallantry  displayed  here,  and  of  the  effi 
ciency  of  Lieutenant  Fuller's  fire.  The  details  of  this  engagement  do 
not  come  within  the  scope  of  this  report.  Justice  will  be  done  by  the 
brigadier-general  commanding  at  that  point. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing  my  admiration  of  the 
coolness  with  which  my  officers  and  men  stood  fire  for  more  than  two 
hours  without  an  opportunity  of  returning  it,  and  of  the  gallantry  dis 
played  by  all  of  Captain  Starr's  officers  and  men  engaged.  Killed,  3 ; 
wounded,  G.  Captain  Starr  received  a  slight  wound  on  arm  from  frag 
ment  of  spent  shell. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  yours,  very  respectfully,- 

STEPHEN  IX  POOL, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Battalion  Artillery. 


No.  39. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Beverly  H.  Robertson,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Bri 
gade,  of  engagement  at  White  Hall,  December  1G. 

HEADQUARTERS, 

Goldsborough,  N~  C.,  December  19,  1862. 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  accordance  with  your 
order  I  left  Mosely  Hall,  on  the  Goldsborough  and  Kinston  Eailroad, 
at  11.30  a.  m.,  15th  instant,  and,  with  Leventhorpe's  regiment,  portions 
of  Ferebee's  and  Evans'  regiments,  and  a  section  of  artillery  from  [J. 
W.]  Moore's  [Third  North  Carolina]  battalion,  commanded  by  Lieut. 
[N.]  McClees,  proceeded  to  White  Hall,  on  the  Neuse  River,  to  burn  the 
bridge  at  that  point  and  dispute  the  enemy's  crossing  should  he  attempt 
to  turn  our  right.  Having  no  cavalry  I  impressed  a  citizen  guide  and 
pushed  forward  to  reconnoiter  in  advance  of  my  command.  Upon 
reaching  "White  Hall  I  learned  that  the  enemy  had  not  made  his  ap 
pearance  there.  I  then  ordered  my  guide  to  scout  toward  Kinston  to 
prevent  surprise.  One  hour  later  my  force  arrived  and  I  made  rapid 
preparations  for  burning  the  bridge.  Making  a  personal  examination 
some  miles  to  the  front  without  finding  the  enemy,  I  returned  to  White 
Hall.  Shortly  afterward  citizens,  with  jaded  horses  and  apparently 
much  excited,  announced  the  enemy  was  advancing.  I  ordered  Major 
Jackson  and  Lieut.  [W.  N.]  Worthington  to  watch  his  movements,  but 
they  could  not  find  him.  1  waited  his  approach  until  nearly  dark  and 
determined  to  recross  and  burn  the  bridge,  according  to  my  orders. 
The  torch  had  scarcely  been  applied  when  the  enemy's  cavalry  appeared 
with  artillery.  They  shelled  the  woods  until  late  at  night,  destroying 
the  gunboat  in  process  of  construction  on  this  side.  Several  men,  tak 
ing  off  their  clothes,  attempted  to  cross  the  river  by  swimming,  but 
were  driven  back  by  our  sharpshooters.  From  the  force  displayed  it 
was  evidently  his  intention  to  cross  the  White  Hall  Bridge. 
.  About  9  a.  m.  on  the  16th  a  brisk  picket  skirmish  commenced.  I  visited 
the  bridge,  and  after  giving  the  necessary  instructions  went  back  to 
order  up  the  Thirty-first  North  Carolina  Regiment,  Col.  [John  V.]  Jor 
dan,  which  had  arrived  during  the  night,  and  which  I  placed  in  posi 
tion  as  much  sheltered  as  circumstances  would  permit.  I  then  posted 
the  artillery  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  would  admit  and  or- 
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dered  both  shell  arid  solid  shot  to  be  fired.  For  some  time  previous  the 
enemy  had  been  firing  from  12  to  18  pounders,  some  of  immense  cali 
ber.  Owing  to  a  range  of  hills  on  the  White  Hall  side  the  enemy  had 
the  advantage  of  position.  The  point  occupied  by  his  troops  being 
narrow,  not  more  than  one  regiment  at  a  time  could  advantageously 
engage  him.  I  therefore  held  Leventhorpe,  Ferebee,  and  Evans  in 
reserve,  leaving  the  artillery,  Thirty-first  Eegiment,  and  two  picket 
companies  in  front.  The  cannonading  from  the  enemy's  batteries  be 
came  so  terrific  that  the  Thirty-first  Eegiment  withdrew  from  their 
position  without  instructions  but  in  good  order.  I  immediately  or 
dered  Colonel  Leveuthorpe  forward.  The  alacrity  with  which  the  order 
was  obeyed  by  his  men  gave  ample  proof  of  their  gallant  bearing, 
which  they  so  nobly  sustained  during  the  entire  fight,  which  raged  with 
intensity  for  several  hours  after  they  became  engaged.  lsro  veteran 
soldiers  ever  fought  better  or  inflicted  more  terrible  loss  upon  an  enemy 
considering  the  numbers  engaged.  It  was  with  difficulty  they  could  be 
withdrawn  from  the  field.  Three  times  did  they  drive  the  Yankee 
cannoneers  from  their  guns  and  as  often  prevent  their  infantry  regi 
ments  from  forming  line  in  their  front.  In  spite  of  the  four  hostile 
regiments  whose  standards  waved  from  the  opposite  bank  did  these 
brave  men  continue  to  hold  their  ground,  and  finally  drove  the  enemy 
in  confusion  from  the  field.  More  than  100  of  their  dead  and  wounded 
were  left  upon  the  river  bank.  The  conduct  of  this  regiment  reflects 
the  greatest  credit  upon  its  accomplished  and  dauntless  commander. 

Colonel  F.erebee,  of  the  Fifty-ninth  Eegiment,  displayed  the  most  sig 
nal  coolness  and  courage.  For  several  hours,  with  18  men  of  the  picket 
guard  belonging  to  the  Eleventh  Begimeut,  he  fought  the  enemy  at  close 
quarters,  notwithstanding  his  own  command  was  not  in  action. 

The  Fifty -ninth  and  Sixty-third  Kegiinents,  although  in  reserve,  were 
nevertheless  exposed  to  a  galling  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery.  A 
few  were  killed  and  a  number  wounded.  Both  officers  and  men  behaved 
admirably. 

The  section  of  artillery  was  remarkably  well  served,  Lieutenant  Mc- 
Clees  and  his  men  remaining  cool  and  collected. 

My  thanks  are  especially  due  to  Maj.  George  Jackson,  Capt.  Charles 
II.  Gordon,  and  Lieutenant  Worthington,  members  of  my  staff,  for  their 
efficient  services  and  their  prompt  delivery  of  orders  under  the  heaviest 
fire, 

The  soldierly  qualities  displayed  by  Colonel  Leventhorpe  on  the  march 
and  during  the  action,  to  which  I  can  bear  witness,  strongly  recommend 
him  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  authorities. 

About  70  stand  of  arms  and  a  quantity  of  clothing  were  collected 
from  the  battle-field. 

I  regret  having  to  report  the  death  of  Lieut.  [W.  N.  M.]  Means,  Com 
pany  E,  Eleventh  Kegiment  North  Carolina  Troops,  and  also  First  Ser 
geant  Bristol,  Company  B,  of  the  same  regiment.  They  both  fell  like 
brave  men  in  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duty. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy,  though  not  accurately  ascertained,,  is  known  to 
have  been  very  heavy. 

I  herewith  inclose  a  list*  of  killed  and  wounded  on  our  side. 
Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  EOBEETSON, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commandinq. 

Capt.  A.  L.  EVANS, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  EvamJ  Brigade,  in  the  Field. 

*  Nominal  list  shows  10  killed  and  42  wounded. 
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DECEMBER  22,  1862.— Skirmishes  near  Windsor  and  at  Joyner's  Ferry,  on 

the  Blackwater,  Va. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Orris  8.  Ferry,  U.  8.  Army. 

SUFFOLK,  December  23, 1SG2. 

GENERAL  :  Lieutenant-Colonel  Onderdonk,  with  200  of  Dodge's  cav 
alry,  liad  a  skirmish  with  a  force  of  the  enemy,  consisting  of  artillery, 
cavalry,  and  infantry,  4  miles  beyond  Windsor  yesterday.  Colonel  On 
derdonk  was  conveying  the  ballot-boxes  to  Smithfield,  and  this  force 
was  sent  across  from  Zuui  to  intercept  him.  He  succeeded  in  extricat 
ing  himself  with  the  loss  of  4  horses,  but  no  men.  He  captured  2  of  the 
enemy,  and  believes  that  he  killed  a  number  with  his  rifles. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Stetzel,  of  Spear's  cavalry,  yesterday  made  a  re 
connaissance  to  Joyner's  Ford  with  four  companies.  He  found  the  enemy 
there  in  considerable  force,  and  had  a  sharp  skirmish  across  the  river. 
He  captured  4  of  their  pickets  and  1  horse,  without  loss  to  himself. 

O.  S.  FERRY, 

Brigadier-  General. 
Major- General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe. 


DECEMBER  28, 1862. — Skirmishes  near  Suffolk  and  at  Providence  Church,  Va. 
Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Orris  S.  Ferry,  U.  S.  Army. 

[DECEMBER  29,   18G2.] 

Colonel  Gibbs,  sent  out  by  me  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.  yesterday  toward 
Carrsville  to  occupy  the  enemy  while  Spinola's  column  was  moving 
out,  came  in  contact  with  the  enemy's  scouting  parties  a  short  distance 
beyond  our  pickets.  He  drove  them  back,  capturing  9  of  them,  and 
bivouacked  about  10  miles  from  here.  The  prisoners  say  that  Pryor 
was  at  Carrsville  with  two  brigades  of  infantry,  two  regiments  of  cav 
alry,  and  nine  pieces  of  artillery.  Colonel  Gibbs  returned  at  daylight 
this  morning.  I  send  the  prisoners  to  the  Fortress  to-day. 

On  the  Windsor  road  an  attack  was  made  on  our  vedettes  at  Provi 
dence  Church  at  4  o'clock  p.  m.  yesterday.  The  vedettes  were  driven 
in,  but  the  reserves  attacked  and  repulsed  the  enemy,  driving  them 
back  several  miles  to  a  main  body  of  about  300  cavalry. 

O.  S.  FERRY, 

Brigadier-General. 
Major- Gen  oral  Dix,  Fort  Monroe. 
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JANUARY  7-9, 1863.— Expedition  from  Yorktown  to  West  Point  and  White 

House,  Va. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Erasmus  I).  Keyes,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Fourth 

Army  Corps. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Yorlctown,)  Va.,  January  10,  18G3. 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following'  report  of  a  successful 
raid  up  the  country  between  the  Pamunkey  and  Mattapoiiy  Rivers  and 
at  the  White  House. 

A  detachment  of  cavalry  of  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  and  Sixth  New 
.York  Regiments,  under  Maj.  W.  P.  Hall,  and  another  of  the  One  hun 
dred  and  fifteenth  New  York  Infantry,  under  Captain  McKittrick,  300 
in  all,  left  Yorktown  on  the  evening  of  the  7th  instant  in  steamers  co 
operating  with  the  strong  naval  forces  on  this  station. 

It  was  concerted  with  Capt.  F.  A.  Parker,*  commanding  the  gunboats 
on  the  York  River,  that  he  would  clear  out  the  Pamunkey  and  destroy 
the  railroad  station,  &c.,  at  the  White  House,  while  the  infantry  should 
hold  West  Point  with  the  aid  of  a  gunboat  and  the  cavalry  should  sweep 
the  roads  and  country  on  the  left  bank.  Unfortunately,  however,  the 
water  was  too  low  to  enable  the  vessel  to  reach  the  White  House.  Ma 
jor  Hall  therefore  crossed  the  river  at  that  point  in  a  skiff  with  a  small 
party,  burnt  the  ferry-boat,  also  a  small  steamer  called  the  Little  Ma- 
gruder,  two  sloops  loaded  with  grain,  two  barges,  four  pontoon  boats, 
a  storehouse  containing  a  thousand  bushels  of  wheat,  &c.,  a  quantity 
of  whisky,  soap,  salt,  &c. 

The  torch  was  then  applied  to  the  railroad  depot,  which  contained 
freight  for  Richmond j  the  tank,  the  rolling  stock,  signal  station,  sutler's 
buildings,  £c.  When  the  destruction  was  complete  the  party  recrossed 
the  river. 

On  the  left  bank  of  the  Pamunkey  the  cavalry  captured  and  brought 
in  0  wagons  and  2  carts,  with  26  mules  and  8  horses.  The  wagons  were 
laden  with  "blockade  goods,"  such  as  salt,  black-lead,  gum-shellac, 
buckles  and  rings,  gutta-percha  belting,  bars  of  tin  and  iron,  brass  wire, 
00  ounces  of  quinine,  and  a  lot  of  gold  lace,  stripes,  and  stars  for  rebel 
uniforms. 

The  expedition  got  oft'  without  its  destination  being  known  or  sus 
pected  by  any  person  except  Captain  Parker  and  myself.  The  conduct 
of  Maj.  W.  P.  Hall,  Sixth  New  York  Cavalry,  entitles  him  to  special 
notice  and  praise.  His  success  was  complete?.,  and  he  lost  neither  man 
nor  horse. 

It  will  not,  I  trust,  be  deemed  out  of  place  to  say  that  the  success  of 
the  land  part  of  the  expedition  was  largely  indebted  to  Captain  Parker's 
admirable  management  of  his  vessels.  On  this  and  many  other  occa 
sions  I  have  noticed  the  zeal  and  good  judgment  of  that  naval  officer. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  I).  KEYES, 
Major- General,  Commanding  Fourth  Army  Corps. 

Major-General  Dix, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia. 


*  For  Commander  Parker's  report  see  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
December  7,  1803. 
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JANUARY  8-10, 1863.— Expedition  from  Suffolk  toward  the  Blackwater,  Va. 
Report  of  Col.  Samuel  P.  Spear,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  * 

JIDQR8.  ELEVENTH  PENNSYLVANIA  VOL.  CAVALRY, 

Camp  Suffolk,  Va.,  January  12,  1803. 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  report  of  the  recon 
naissance  made  by  me,  in  obedience  to  instructions  dated  Headquar 
ters,  Suffolk,  Va.,  January  7,  18G3: 

I  left  Suffolk  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  instant  in  command  of  the 
following  force,  viz :  Howard's  battery,  six  pieces;  the  One  hundred  and 
fifty-fifth,  One  hundred  and  twelfth,  and  One  hundred  and  thirtieth  New 
York  Volunteers  ;  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Mili 
tia,  and  GOO  of  my  own  regiment  (Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry),  am 
bulances,  &c.,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  General  Ferry's  embarka 
tion  011  the  river  Chowan,  some  37  miles  from  Suffolk.  I  encamped  on 
the  night  of  the  8th  near  Holland's  Corners. 

Next  morning  I  started  toward  Carrsville,  as  the  spirit  of  my  instruc 
tions  was  such  as  to  "leave  much  to  my  discretion,"  relative  to  the 
approach  of  the  enemy  from  any  quarter.  At  Carrsville  I  received  val 
uable  information  from  Mr.  Whitehead,  which  afterwards  proved  to  be 
correct,  that  Pry  or  was  down  in  the  vicinity  of  Barber's  Cross-Roads 
with  a  large  force.  I  at  once  got  into  position,  supposing  that  my 
presence  toward  Somerton  would  no  longer  be  necessary.  After  re 
maining  here  for  about  an  hour  a  dispatch  was  received  ordering  me  at 
once  to  Somerton  (as  per  original  instructions).  I  obeyed  the  order, 
countermarched,  and  had  proceeded  to  the  Quaker  Church,  on  the  Som 
erton  road,  when  another  dispatch  was  received  directing  re-enforce 
ments  to  report  to  me,  and  Maj.  Samuel  Wetherill,  with  three  companies 
of  cavalry  and  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers, 
reported. 

I  encamped  at  the  Quaker  Church,  and  the  next  morning  the  Thir 
teenth  Indiana,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dobbs,  reported,  when,  according 
to  the  dispatch,  I  proceeded  with  the  entire  force  to  Blanchard's  Cor 
ners;,  thence  to  McClenna's  Station;  thence,  via  Deserted  House,  West 
ern  Branch  Church,  &c.,  to  Windsor.  At  Windsor  my  advance,  com 
manded  by  Lieut.  John  L.  Roper,  captured  a  dispatch,  directed  to 
General  R.  A.  Pry  or,  in  the  hands  of  two  Confederate  cavalry.  These 
prisoners,  with  their  horses,  were  immediately  sent  to  headquarters,  and 
I  will  here  remark  that  great  credit  is  due  to  Lieutenant  Roper  for  his 
prompt,  energetic,  and  faithful  performance  of  the  important  duty  of 
leading  the  advance  of  such  a  large  body  of  troops. 

At  this  point  (Windsor)  I  sent  out  detachments  of  cavalry  in  every 
direction  to  ascertain  the  direction  of  the  enemy,  and  in  about  one  hour 
discovered  that  he  had  retired  on  the  road  direct  to  Carrsville,  passing 
over  the  same  ground  I  occupied  the  previous  day,  and  crossed  the 
river  at  Franklin  with  his  wagons,  stores,  troops,  &c.  I  found  Mr. 
Whitehead's  information,  relative  to  the  strength  and  location  of  the 
enemy,  to  be  correct,  and  was  of  the  folloAving  strength,  viz  :  Fourteen 
pieces  of  artillery,  1,500  to  2,000  cavalry,  and  about  6,000  infantry.  I 
have  put  this  at  the  lowest  estimate ;  some  have  estimated  his  strength 
at  12,000  men,  consisting  of  all  arms.' 

At  Windsor  I  encamped  on  the  same  ground  occupied  by  Pryor  the 
day  previous,  and  scut  a  dispatch  to  headquarters  for  rations,  forage, 

*  See  also  Peck  to  Dix,  January  10,  in  "  Correspondence,  etc." 
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and  other  necessaries,  which  call  was  quickly  and  correctly  responded 
to,  which  gave  great  comfort  to  both  men  and  horses  in.  a  most  tremen 
dous  rain-storm. 

After  a  bivouac  of  about  three  hours,  and  the  return  of  my  detach 
ments  sent  out  in  every  direction,  I  had  a  consultation  with  all  the  com 
manders  of  the  different  arms  which  resulted  in  the  determination  to 
return  to  Suffolk  $  and  it  being  in  accordance  with  instructions  I  started 
at  5.50  p.  m.  on  the  Petersburg  road  via  Providence  Church,  draw 
bridge,  &c.,  on  my  return,  and  reported  in  person  to  the  commanding 
general  at  8  p.  in",  on  the  night  of  the  10th  instant.  I  found  that  the 
new  regiments  of  infantry  lately  arrived  (One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  and 
One  hundred  and  sixty-fourth)  used  their  entire  three  days'  rations  in 
two,  and  did  not  take  with  them  their  shelter-tents.  I  find  these  shel 
ter-tents  to  be  of  indispensable  use  on  reconnaissances,  marches,  &c.,  as 
they  do  for  both  blanket,  bed,  or  tent,  as  the  weather  might  demand. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  report  the  fact  of  the  valuable  assist 
ance  rendered  by  Colonel  Gibbs,  commanding  the  infantry.  Nearly  the 
entire  three  days  and  nights  he  was  constantly  in  the  saddle,  first  at 
one  point  and  then  at  another,  encouraging  his  men,  supplying  their 
wants,  and  exhibiting  sound  judgment  in  all  his  orders,  positions,  and 
maneuvers,  ever  ready  at  a  moment's  warning  to  place  the  infantry, 
without  noise  or  confusion,  at  any  place  required.  Captain  Howard, 
chief  of  artillery,  was  prompt  and  untiring  in  his  duty  and  always  ready 
to  cheerfully  execute  all  directions  and  orders  in  a  true,  spirited  manner. 
He  and  his  officers  are  all  worthy  of  my  best  thanks.  The  cavalry,  under 
command  of  Major  Wetherill,  were  all  that  could  be  desired,  caring  well 
for  their  horses.  They  performed  their  arduous  duty  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  prove  beyond  a  doubt  that  in  case  of  greater  emergency  their 
pride  will  always  be  "to  horse,"  and  i^lieir  results  a  faithful  execution  of 
existing  orders.  Major  Stratton,  who  first  led  the  cavalry  before  the 
arrival  of  Major  Wetherill,  performed  his  duty  in  his  usual  thorough 
manner,  and  is  to  my  command  a  very  useful  and  valuable  officer. 

Colonel  Dodge  reported  at  the  Deserted  House  with  200  cavalry,  and 
very  kindly  offered  his  services  in  any  manner  I  might  suggest.  His 
urbanity  and  politeness  is  worthy  of  emulation.  The  entire  command, 
through  rain,  mud,  and  water,  are  deserving  of  my  warmest  commenda 
tion  in  expressing  their  readiness  at  any  moment  to  execute  any  orders 
and  under  any  circumstances. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

S.  P.  SPEAK, 
Col.  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Vol.  Cav.,  Comdg.  Expedition. 

Maj.  B.  B.  FOSTER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


JANUAEY  9,  1863.— Skirmish  near  Providence  Church,  Va. 
Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  J.  Peck,  U.  S.  Army. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  January  15,  18G3. 

The  Eichrnond  papers  are  boasting  that  General  Pryor  repulsed  our 
troops  near  Providence  Church  ou  the  Oth  instant.  The  following  dis 
patch  of  the  10th  from  General  Peck  gives  the  true  version  of  the  affair. 
The  attack  was  repulsed  by  our  Mounted  Eiiles,  under  Maj.  [James  N.] 
Wheelan.  It  is  due  to  the  latter  and  to  our  troops  that  the  truth  should 
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bo  known,  and  if  you  see  no  objection  I  would  be  glad  to  have  the  dis 
patch  published : 

The  enemy  crossed  the  Blackwater  in  considerable  force  and  attempted  yesterday 
to  drive  in  our  right  at  Providence  Church.  Infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery  were  em 
ployed  by  the  rebels,  but  they  were  repulsed  by  Major  Whcolan's  Now  York  Mounted 
Rifles.  At  dusk  the  enemy's  advance  was  charged  and  driven  back  upon  his  sup 
port.  At  intervals  through  the  night  shells  were  thrown  from  rebel  batteries. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-General. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  Generalj  Commanding. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


JANUARY  17-21,  1863.  —  Reconnaissance  from  New  Berne  to  Pollocksville, 
Trenton,  Young's  Cross-Roads,  and  Onslow,  N.  C.,  and  skirmishes  (19th)  at 
White  Oak  Creek  and  (20th)  near  Jacksonville. 


No.  1.—  Col.  Simon  II.  Mix,  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 

No.  2.  —  Col.  Augustus  B.  E.  Sprague,  Fifty-first  Massachusetts  Infantry. 

No.  1. 
Report  of  Col.  Simon  R.  Mix,  Third  Neiv  York  Cavalry. 


BERNE,  1ST.  0.,  January  22,  1863. 

:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  orders  I  inarched 
from  New  Berne  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  instant  with  eight  com 
panies  of  my  regiment  and  proceeded  a  distance  of  about  12  miles  up 
the  south  bank  of  the  Trent  Kiver  to  Mill  Creek,  near  Pollocksville, 
where  a  halt  became  necessary  in  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  a 
bridge  across  that  stream.  The  bridge  was  expeditiously  rebuilt  and 
my  line  of  inarch  resumed  through  Pollocksville  a  short  distance  on  the 
road  toward  Trenton,  where,  at  an  angle  of  a  thickly-  wooded  road,  three 
shots  in  rapid  succession  were  fired  from  an  ambush  on  the  advance 
guard  of  my  column.  A  halt  was  immediately  ordered,  when  it  was 
discovered  that  the  road  was  blockaded  by  trees  felled  across  it  for  sonic 
distance  in  front.  I  communicated  the  fact  to  Colonel  Amory,  acting 
brigadier-general,  in  command  of  the  expedition,  who  ordered  rne  to 
encamp  my  regiment  for  the  night. 

The  obstruction  being  removed  at  this  point,  I  moved  my  regiment 
at  7  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  18th,  reaching  Trenton,  13  miles  dis 
tant  from  Pollocksville,  about  11  o'clock  a.  rn.  Several  points  on  the 
route,  about  midway  between  Pollocksville  and  Trenton,  were  block 
aded  by  felled  trees,  and  a  largo  mill-dam,  the  flow  from  which  crosses 
the  road  within  a  half  mile  of  Trenton,  was  found  to  be  cut,  with  the 
evident  intention  of  flooding  the  road  to  prevent  my  passage  into  the 
town.  The  cut  in  the  dam  was  repaired  in  season  to  prevent  great  de 
lay  in  my  march. 

At  Trenton  I  discovered  some  rebel  cavalry,  who  retreated  up  the 
White  Hall  road  toward  Kinstou.  A  strong  blockade  of  felled  trees 
across  the  road,  densely  wooded,  and  swamps  on  both  sides  prevented 
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my  pursuit.  Immediate  preparations  were  made  for  removing  the 
blockade,  and  the  bridge  across  the  river  at  Trenton  was  burned  and 
destroyed  to  the  water's  edge.  The  blockade  of  the  road  in  the  mean 
time  having  been  removed  I  marched  up  the  White  Hall  road  about  0 
miles  and  destroyed  a  bridge  which  crossed  the  Trent  Elver  at  that 
point. 

This  accomplished  and  night  arriving  I  countermarched  my  regiment 
to  Trenton  and  encamped  for  the  night.  I  countermarched  to  Trenton 
as  a  matter  of  necessity,  inasmuch  as  the  road  leading  to  Comfort,  as  I 
ascertained,  was  blockaded  to  such  an  extent  as  to  defy  all  farther 
progress  in  that  direction. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th,  at  7  o'clock,  I  marched  from  Trenton 
without  obstruction  to  Young's  Cross-Koads,  taking  a  road  southward, 
which  intersects  the  main  road  from  Trenton  to  Pollocksville,  4  miles 
from  the  latter  place. 

The  distance  from  Trenton  to  Young's  Cross-Koads  by  this  route  is 
17  miles.  I  reached  Young's  Cross-Koads  about  noon  and  found  the 
bridge  across  White  Oak  Kiver.  1  mile  below  Young's  Cross-Koads,  on 
the  road  leading  toward  Jacksonville,  destroyed,  and  a  strong  barri 
cade  erected  on  the  opposite  bank  to  oppose  its  reconstruction. 

From  this  barricade  my  advance  was  fired  upon  without  effect  as  it 
neared  the  stream.  A  howitzer  was  brought  forward  and  the  barricade 
stormed  with  canister,  which  had  the  effect  to  silence  the  enemy's  fire 
and  cause  him  to  retreat  from  the  position.  In  so  great  haste  did  the 
enemy  retire  that  he  left  behind  five  sabers  and  a  quantity  of  ammu 
nition. 

Preparations  were  made  to  rebuild  the  bridge  across  White  Oak 
Kiver,  and  my  regiment,  after  carefully  reconuoitering  the  adjacent 
roads,  encamped  at  Young's  Cross-Koads  for  the  night.  During  the 
evening  two  contrabands  came  within  our  lines,  who  stated  that  they 
were  with  the  enemy  at  the  time  of  my  firing  into  the  stockade  at 
White  Oak  Kiver,  and  that  the  rebel  officer  in  command  received  three 
severe  wounds  at  the  first  fire  of  the  howitzer.  I  retained  these  con 
trabands  as  guides,  and  procured  from  them  reliable  information. 

The  bridge  across  White  Oak  Kiver  was  completed  and  crossed  on 
the  morning  of  the  20th  instant  at  10  o'clock.  Leaving  all  my  trans 
portation  behind  at  Young's  Cross-Koads  with  the  infantry,  I  pressed  my 
regiment  forward  in  the  direction  of  Jacksonville  with  great  rapidity. 

Five  miles  from  Young's  Cross-Koads  my  advance  guard  met  and 
surprised  a  company  of  rebel  cavalry,  about  50  in  number,  which  was 
pursued  at  a  gallop  for  nearly  12  miles  by  a  portion  of  Major  Cole's 
battalion,  my  regiment  being  kept  up  at  supporting  distance. 

When  within  about  5  miles  of  Jacksonville,  and  about  20  distant 
from  Young's  Cross-Koads,  our  pursuit  was  checked  by  the  destruction 
of  a  bridge  across  Big  Northeast  Kun,  a  stream  about  20  feet  in  width, 
which  bridge  had  been  previously  arranged  for  speedy  removal;  a 
stockade  had  been  erected  about  100  yards  on  the  opposite  side  of  this 
stream,  at  the  end  of  a  deep,  wooded  gorge,  from  which  a  heavy  volley 
of  buck-shot  was  poured  back  upon  our  advance. 

The  howitzer  was  again  brought  to  bear,  the  stockade  cleared,  and 
the  bridge  repaired.  At  this  point  I  had  1  man  killed  and  1  seriously 
but  not  fatally  wounded  by  the  enemy's  fire.  My  regiment  again  moved 
forward  and  reached  the  intersection  of  the  road  leading  from  Comfort 
to  Jacksonville,  3  miles  from  the  latter  place,  where  I  halted,  after  as 
certaining  that  the  bridge  across  New  Kiver  at  Jacksonville  would  be 
destroyed  by  fire  on  our  approach  and  all  communication  with  the  en- 
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emy  in  that  direction  would  be  cut  off,  he  having  saiely  arrived  on  the 
opposite  side. 

After  a  short  halt  at  this  last-mentioned  place,  night  approaching 
and  a  terrible  storm  of  rain  and  wind  setting  in,  I  countermarched  my 
regiment  to  Young's  Cross-Roads,  which  point  was  reached  at  10  p.  m., 
where  I  again  encamped  for  the  night.  My  entire  return  march  was 
through  a  heavy  storm  of  wind  and  rain,  which  caused  the  road  to  be 
come  very  heavy  and  difficult  to  travel. 

I  captured  3  prisoners  between  Young's  Cross-Roads  and  Jackson 
ville,  and  also  took  of  the  enemy's  transportation  three  wagons  with 
three  pairs  of  mules  attached,  and  one  mule-saddle,  with  holsters,  pis 
tols,  &c.  With  one  of  the  prisoners  a  horse  was  captured. 

Believing  my  orders  had  been  obeyed  and  carried  out  to  the  full  ex 
tent  of  my  ability  to  perform  the  same,  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  in 
stant  I  returned  with  my  command  to  New  Berne,  1ST.  C.,  reaching  that 
place  at  3  o'clock  p.  in. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

[SIMON  H.  MIX, 

Colonel,  c&c.j 

Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  2. 
Report  of  Col.  Augustus  13.  R.  Spvagne,  Fifty -first  Massachusetts  Infantry. 

FOSTER  BARRACKS,  January  21,  1863. 

On  the  17th  instant,  in  conformity  to  Special  Orders,  No.  14,  joining 
a  portion  of  the  First  Brigade  and  a  detachment  of  artillery  and  the 
Third  New  York  Cavalry,  I  marched  with  seven  companies  of  my  com 
mand  (Companies  F,  E,  and  II  being  on  detached  service)  by  Brice's 
Creek  and  the  south  side  of  the  Trent  River  to  Pollocksville,  about  13 
miles  distant;  arrived  at  5  p.  m.  and  went  into  bivouac  for  the  night. 
On  the  morning  of  the  18th  two  companies,  under  the  command  of  Major 
Harkness,  marched  with  the  main  column  toward  Trenton,  while  I  was 
ordered,  with  the  five  remaining  companies  and  a  detachment  of  cav 
alry,  to  guard  the  approaches  and  hold  Pollocksville  till  the  return  of 
the  main  force.  This  was  successfully  accomplished,  and  upon  the  re 
turn  of  the  main  body  at  noon  of  19th  instant,  I  received  instructions 
to  move  five  companies  to  Young's  Cross-Roads  and  hold  that  point  till 
the  arrival  of  the  main  column. 

Without  a  guide  we  passed  the  spot  known  as  Young's  Cross-Roads 
(about  7  miles. from  Pollocksville),  and  coming  suddenly  upon  White 
Oak  Creek  my  advance  guard  received  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  outposts 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  the  bridge  having  been  destroyed  and  a 
breastwork  of  logs  formed  for  their  protection.  The  advance,  under  the 
direct  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Studley,  returned  the  fire  and 
the  enemy  retired. 

In  obedience  to  instructions  we  bivouacked  at  the  cross-roads,  and  at 
evening  were  joined  by  the  Third  New  York  Cavalry.  Soon  after  day 
light,  20th  instant,  crossed  White  Oak  River  with  a  detachment  and 
established  an  outpost  on  the  Jacksonville  road  to  guard  the  approaches 
while  the  bridge  over  the  creek  was  being  rebuilt.  The  main  force, 
9  R  R — VOL  xvin 
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under  Colonel  Amory,  arrived  and  a  portion  of  the  cavalry  pressed  for 
ward  to  a  point  near  Jacksonville  and  reported  the  enemy  in  force  at 
that  place.  The  object  of  the  expedition  accomplished,  we  left  Smith's 
Mill  on  the  morning  of  the  21st,  passing  through  Pollocksville,  and  ar 
rived  at  New  Berne  in  the  evening.  A  heavy  rain  during  the  preceding 
night  made  muddy  roads  and  overflowing  streams.  William  P.  Kent, 
of  Company  I,  who  inarched  in  apparent  good  health,  was  taken  sud 
denly  ill  and  died  in  an  ambulance  on  the  route. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  E.  SPBAGUE, 
Colonel  Fifty-first  Massachusetts  Regiment. 
Lieut.  E.  T.  PARKINSON, 

A.  A.  A.  G.,  First  Brigade,  Dept.  of  North  Carolina. 


JANUARY  19,  1863. — Scout  from  Williamsburg  and  skirmish  at  Burnt 

Ordinary,  Va. 

Report  of  Maj.  William  G.  McCandless,  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

YorUown,  Va.,  January  21,  1863. 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  a  scout 
made  on  the  10th  instant  by  Major  McCandless,  of  the  Fifth  Pennsyl 
vania  Cavalry,  sent  out  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lewis,  commanding  that 
regiment,  under  orders  from  myself: 

I  left  camp  with  a  scouting  party,  consisting  of  120  men,  at  9  o'clock  a,,  m.  When, 
beyond  the  picket,  at  the  point  where  the  roads  diverge,  I  divided  my  command, 
sending  one  party  by  the  York  River  with  orders  to  join  the  main  column  at  the  Six 
Mile  Ordinary  and  another  party  up  the  Jamestown  road  to  the  Chickahominy  River 
with  instructions  to  go  by  way  of  Centreville  and  join  me  at  the  Burnt  Ordinary, 
while  I  proceeded  with  the  remainder  of  niy  force  directly  up  the  Richmond  road. 

At  the  Six  Mile  Ordinary  the  party  reported  having  seen  nothing  of  the  enemy.  My 
strength  was  now  about  80  men.  With  this  number  I  went  on  up  the  Richmond  road, 
and  when  arrived  at  Mrs.  Pickett's  gate,  9  miles  from  Williamsburg,  I  came  upon  the 
enemy's  first  post  of  3  mounted  men  and  at  the  brick  church  half  a  mile  farther  on  dis 
covered  their  reserve  of  10  men,  who  were  at  once  chased  by  my  advance  guard,  under 
Lieutenant  Vezin,  as  far  as  .the  Burnt  Ordinary,  at  which  point  they  were  met  by  a  force 
of  the  enemy's  cavalry  coining  alongside  the  Centreville  road,  and  who,  dashing  upon 
the  head  of  the  advance  guard  with  a  sudden  swoop,  succeeded  in  cutting  off  and 
capturing  4  of  our  men,  who,  in  the  excitement,  had  gotten  300  or  400  yards  in  advance, 
and  then  began  instantly  to  draw  up  in  line  of  battle.  Lieutenant  Vezin,  seeing  the 
fate  of  his  men  and  perceiving  that  an  instant's  delay  would  give  the  enemy  time  to 
form,  and  notwithstanding  tho  fact  that  he  had  but  13  men  with  him,  ordered  the 
rest  of  the  advance  guard  to  "draw  saber  and  charge,"  which  was  done  in  the  most 
gallant  manner  and  in  the  face  of  a  volley  from  the  enemy's  guns. 

The  flashing  of  our  sabers  in  air  and  the  shouts  of  the  men  as  they  charged  upon  the 
foe  was  more  than  the  enemy  could  stand,  and  breaking  at  once  in  every  direction 
they  fled  precipitately,  about  20  returning  up  the  Centreville  road  and  the  balance 
taking  the  Diascund  road,  which  party  being  the  larger  we  pursued  and  succeeded  in 
retaking  3  of  our  captured  men.  with  their  horses  and  arms,  and  in  capturing  4  of 
the  enemy,  besides  wounding  one  other,  who,  however,  escaped  through  the  woods, 
leaving  his  horse  in  our  hands.  I  regret  to  have  to  report  the  loss  by  capture  of  Pri 
vate  McNeill  and  the  injury  of  Private  John  Brown,  who  was  shot  in  the  side.  We 
pursued  the  enemy  3  miles  beyond  the  Burnt  Ordinary,  but  their  horses  being  fresh 
and  fleeter  than  ours  they  all,  with  the  exception  of  those  above  mentioned,  made 
good  their  escape. 

Having  learned  the  force  of  the  enemy  to  consist  of  one  regiment  of  infantry  and 
500  cavalry  stationed  at  Diascund  Bridge  I  returned  to  camp  by  tho  Ceutreville  road, 
and  was  joined  on  the  road  by  the  party  who  went  to  the  Chickahominy  River.  They 
reported  no  enemy  in  sight  on  either  side  of  that  river. 


CHAP.  XXX.]  RECONNAISSANCES.  131 

The  activity  and  energy  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Fifth  Pennsylva 
nia  Cavalry  and  the  uniform  success  which  has  attended  their  numerous 
scouts  during  the  last  three  months  are  worthy  of  notice. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major- General,  Commanding  Corps. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix, 

Comdg.  Seventh  Army  Corps  and  Dept.  of  Virginia. 


JANUARY  27-28,  1863.— Reconnaissances  on  the  Neuse,  Dover,  and  Trent 

Roads,  N.  C. 

Report  of  Col.  John  Richter  Jones,  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

HDQRS.  OUTPOSTS,  CAMP  FIFTY-EIGHTH  EJEGKT.  PA.  VOLS., 

January  28,  1863. 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  order  to  close  our  lines  effect 
ually  and  at  the  same  time  to  obtain  information  of  the  position  of  the 
enemy  on  my  front,  I  yesterday  dispatched  strong  parties  on  the  Neuse 
and  Dover  roads 5  also  on  the  railroad  and  on  the  Trent  road.  My  di 
rections  were  to  feel  the  enemy,  capturing  his  small  parties  and  out 
posts  but  avoiding  those  which  showed  strength,  and  to  obtain  as  much 
intelligence  as  possible.  My  several  parties  returned  this  evening. 

On  the  Neuse  and  Dover  roads  the  bridges  over  Core  Creek  were 
found  broken  down,  and  no  posts  on  this  side,  and  no  parties  met  ex 
cept  one  of  a  few  men  near  the  creek  on  the  Neuse  road,  who  retired 
hastily  and  escaped  into  the  woods.  There  were  no  pickets  on  the 
Dover  road  crossing  or  the  railroad,  but  a  very  small  one  at  the  Neuse, 
beyond  the  creek. 

The  railroad  bridge  at  Core  Creek  was  found  standing,  but  the  up 
rights  are  chopped  nearly  off  close  to  the  water,  so  as  to  fall  readily. 
From  the  information  obtained  the  enemy  seem  to  have  retired  to  Sandy 
Eidge,  some  2£  miles  beyond  Core  Creek,  where  they  are  fortifying  them 
selves.  They  also  have  blocked  up  the  cross-roads  between  the  railroad 
and  the  Dover  road.  The  force  at  Sandy  Eidge  is  reported  by  residents 
of  the  vicinity  to  be  two  companies,  and  they  also  report  that  General 
Evans  is  in  command  at  Kinston,  but  with  what  force  they  do  not  know 
or  choose  to  say. 

On  the  Trent  road  while  a  working  party  which  I  sent  to  finish  block 
ing  the  roads  on  the  flank  of  Deep  Gully  was  thus  engaged,  the  escort, 
Company  K,  of  the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  under  Capt. 
Cecil  Clay,  moved  in  advance.  On  the  Trent  road,  near  the  14-mile 
post,  a  blockade  was  found  obstructing  effectually  the  passage  of  artil 
lery  and  cavalry,  and  continuing  more  or  less  complete  to  beyond  the 
eighteenth  post.  At  the  forks  of  the  Trent  road  Captain  Clay  dis- 
cove*red  a  post  of  the  enemy,  which,  by  judicious  arrangements,  he  sur 
rounded  and  surprised,  capturing  the  whole  party — 8  infantry  and  2 
cavalry.  In  this  little  affair,  Captain  Clay  reports  that  good  service  was 
rendered  by  Lieutenant  Wells  (Company  F),  who,  being  with  him  for 
topographical  purposes,  had  command  of  the  squad  which  made  the 
actual  capture;  also  that  his  men  behaved  admirably. 


132  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  S.  E.  VIRGINIA.  [CHAI-.  XXX. 

The  arms  and  horses  taken  will  be  turned  over  to  the  proper  depart 
ment.  The  prisoners,  10  in  number,  I  send  to  headquarters  under  charge 
of  Captain  Clay. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  RICHTER  JONES, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Outposts. 

Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 


JANUARY  30,  1863.  —  Engagement  at   Deserted  House,  or  Kelly's  Store, 

near  Suffolk,  Va. 


No.  l.~  Maj.  Gen.  John  J.  Peck,  U.  S.  Array. 

No.  2.  —  Brig.  Gen.  Michael  Corcoran,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  3.  —  Col.  Samuel  P.  Spear,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

No.  4.—  Col.  William  McEvily,  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  New  York  Infantry. 

No.  5.  —  Brig.  Gen.  Roger  A.  Pryor,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 
Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  J.  Peck,  U.  S.  Army. 

HEADQUARTERS  UNITED  STATES  FORCES, 

Suffolk,  Va.,  February  4,  1803. 

On  January  29  information  reached  me  that  General  Pryor  had  been 
encamped  at  Holland's  Corners,  14  miles  distant,  with  a  force  of  all 
arms,  the  preceding  night.  Captain  Ward,  of  the  Eleventh  Pennsyl 
vania  Cavalry,  was  promptly  dispatched  to  procure  reliable  data  and 
watch  his  movements.  Late  in  the  afternoon  this  most  valuable  and 
daring  officer  reported  that  General  Pryor  had  gone  in  the  direction  of 
the  Deserted  House,  with  some  2,000  infantry,  500  cavalry,  and  a  num 
ber  of  pieces  of  artillery.  Parties  were  sent  to  the  indicated  point  and 
returned  about  8  p.  m.  with  information  of  his  arrival  there.  I  at  once 
organized  a  special  force,  consisting  of  the  following  :  Eleventh  Penn 
sylvania  Cavalry,  Colonel  Spear  ;  Follett's  (Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery)  bat 
tery  ;  Davis'  (Seventh  Massachusetts)  battery;  two  mountain  howitzers; 
the  Thirteenth  Indiana,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dobbs  ;  the  Sixth  Massa 
chusetts,  Colonel  Follansbee;  the  One  hundred  and  thirtieth  New  York, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Thorp  ;  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-seventh  Penn 
sylvania,  Colonel  Kuoderer  ;  the  Sixty-ninth  New  York,  Colonel  Mur 
phy,  and  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  New  York,  Colonel  McEvily  ; 
Colonel  Gibbs  commanding  the  infantry  (amounting,  by  the  morning 
reports  of  that  day,  to  some  4,800  total),  and  placed  it  under  the  com 
mand  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  Corcoran. 

He  left  about  1  a.  in.,  with  instructions  to  proceed  cautiously,  ascer 
tain  the  locality  of  the  enemy  and  force  him  from  his  position,  inflicting 
all  the  loss  possible.  About  3.20  a.  in.  the  cavalry  came  upon  the  rebel 
picket,  driving  it  in  and  back  upon  the  enemy's  main  line  of  battle. 
Follett's  battery,  supported  by  the  Thirteenth  Indiana  Regiment,  and 
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two  sections  of  Davis'  battery,  supported  by  the  One  hundred  and  thir 
tieth  New  York  Regiment,  were  pushed  forward  to  an  open  space  in 
front  of  the  enemy  by  the  light  of  the  camp-fires.  At  3.40  a.  m.  Follett 
opened  his  lire  and  was  immediately  replied  to  by  all  the  Confederate 
artillery.  Davis'  battery  joined  in  and  the  cannonade  was  continued 
without  cessation  until  G  a.  in.  General  Corcoran  ordered  the  infan 
try  to  advance  at  5.15  a.  in.,  but  the  order  was  not  promptly  executed, 
although  given  more  than  once.  He  says  the  One  hundred  and  sixty- 
seventh  Pennsylvania  became  a  confused  mass,  mixed  up  with  other 
regiments,  and  filled  up  the  entire  road,  leaving  it  impassable  and  cre 
ating  a  temporary  contusion  among  some  other  regiments  in  the  rear. 
At  the  request  of  the  lieutenant-colonel  it  was  sent  to  the  rear  to  restore 
confidence  and  reform. 

About  G  a.  m.  one  section  of  artillery  was  placed  in  the  road,  with  the 
Thirteenth  Indiana  on  the  right  and  the  One  hundred  and  thirtieth  New 
York  on  the  left,  supported  by  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
and  the  whole,  under  Colonel  Spear,  advanced  upon  the  enemy.  Other 
regiments  were  formed  in  successive  lines,  supporting  the  movement. 
Upon  the  approach  of  this  determined  mass  the  enemy  faltered  and 
commenced  his  retreat.  He  was  pursued  vigorously  until  the  troops 
reached  a  thick  wood  and  marsh.  The  One  hundred  and  thirtieth  New 
York  and  cavalry  were  sent  forward  to  reconnoiter  and  found  the  en 
emy  well  posted  at  the  distance  of  2  miles.  A  section  of  Davis'  battery 
and  the  Sixty-ninth  New  York  took  position  on  the  road  and  opened 
upon  the  enemy. 

As  it  was  now  10.15  a.  m.  a  halt  was  ordered  to  give  the  men  break 
fast,  while  awaiting  fresh  supplies  of  ammunition  and  re-enforcements 
(jailed  for  after  the  opening  of  the  engagement. 

Soon  after  11  o'clock  Colonel  Foster  joined,  with  the  One  hundred  and 
twelfth  New  York  and  three  pieces  of  the  Second  Wisconsin  Battery, 
and  the  ammunition,  and  was  placed  in  command  of  the  infantry.  At 
12  o'clock  the  plan  of  Hanking  by  the  Franklin  road  was  given  up  and 
an  attack  in  front  ordered.  The  One  hundred  and  twelfth  New  York, 
a  section  of  Wisconsin  guns,  and  two  companies  of  cavalry  were  de 
tailed  to  hold  the  Deserted  House,  and  the  command  moved  on  again. 

The  enemy  had  commenced  his  retreat,  but  all  possible  haste  was 
made  to  overtake  his  fleeing  battalions.  At  Pecosin  Creek  a  sharp 
skirmish  occurred  between  the  Thirteenth  Indiana  and  the  rear  guard. 
The  cavalry  followed  2  miles  beyond  Carrsville,  when  pursuit  was  dis 
continued.  It  being  evident  that  no  further  stand  would  be  made  a 
return  to  Deserted  House  was  ordered. 

At  Carrsville  Major  Wheelau  reported  with  six  companies  of  Dodge's 
Rifles  and  one  howitzer  and  was  assigned  to  duty.  Later  in  the  day  a 
section  of  the  Second  Wisconsin  guns  also  joined.  The  whole  com 
mand  reached  the  Deserted  House  about  G  p.  m.  and  Suffolk  after  mid 
night,  having  made  a  march  of  32  miles  in  twenty-four  hours  and  beaten 
the  enemy  soundly. 

Our  loss  was  as  follows:  * 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Officers                                                                                •  •        

2 

9 

Privates                                                             

23 

93 

9 

Totil                                                             

25 

102 

9 

But  see  revised  statement,  p.  135. 
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The  rebel  loss  must  have  been  more  than  ours,  judging  from  the  in 
dications  of  the  field  and  roads  and  from  the  fact  that  1,140  rounds  of 
shot  and  shell  were  thrown  from  our  batteries.  Thirteen  prisoners  fell 
into  our  hands. 

The  Thirteenth  Indiana  is  spoken  of  in  very  nattering  terms ;  also 
the  Sixty -ninth,  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth,  and  One  hundred  and  thir 
tieth  New  York. 

The  demoralization  of  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-seventh  Penn 
sylvania,  already  spoken  of,  undoubtedly  arose  from  a  complication  of 
unfavorable  circumstances  rather  than  from  any  determination  to  dis 
obey  orders.  It  had  never  been  under  fire,  its  position  at  the  head  of 
the  column  near  the  artillery  (exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire  for  near  two 
hours  in  the  darkness  without  being  engaged),  and  the  fact  that  the 
colonel  was  desperately  wounded  and  the  lieutenant-colonel  and  major 
unhorsed  were  considerations  well  calculated  to  create  temporary  con 
fusion.  From  this  it  recovered,  and  no  complaint  was  made  during  the 
subsequent  operations.  This  regiment  should  avail  itself  of  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  wipe  out  any  suspicion  that  may  have  attached  to  its 
conduct  at  the  Deserted  House. 

General  Corcoran  speaks  in  high  commendation  of  Colonel  Foster,  of 
the  Thirteenth  Indiana,  in  command  of  the  infantry  5  of  Colonel  Spear, 
commanding  the  cavalry;  of  Captain  Follett,  senior  officer  of  artillery, 
and  of  Surgeon  Hand,  medical  director.  These  are  all  officers  of  rare 
merit,  who  have  won  high  reputation  by  their  bravery,  prudence,  and 
fidelity. 

Lieutenant-Colonels  Dobbs  and  Thorp ;  Captain  Davis,  Lieutenants 
Hartwell,  Devoll,  and  McCurdy  (Seventh  Massachusetts  Battery) ;  Lieu 
tenants  Whitney  and  Wilkeson  (Fourth  Artillery) ;  Surgeons  Dwyer  and 
Nolan,  Assistant  Surgeons  Spencer  andFawcett,  Quartermaster  Cooke, 
Captain  Blodgett  (assistant  adjutant-general),  and  Aides-de-Camp  Tra- 
cey,  Hughes,  and  Wiuterbotham  are  particularly  noticed  for  zeal,  gal 
lantry,  and  good  conduct. 

The  troops  that  joined  during  the  day  are  deserving  of  credit  for  the 
alacrity  with  which  they  responded  to  the  call  of  duty. 

The  wounded,  in  kind  and  skillful  hands,  are  doing  well.  Especial 
praise  is  due  them  for  unflinching  courage  on  the  field  and  patient  en 
durance  of  suffering. 

The  dead  fell  in  the  performance  of  high  and  stern  duties  assumed 
in  behalf  of  a  country  menaced  by  the  most  cruel  and  wicked  rebellion 
recorded  in  history.  Nobly  have  they  discharged  all  obligations,  leav 
ing  bright  examples  of  valor  and  fidelity  for  their  fellow-soldiers  and 
countrymen.  Their  families  and  friends  have  the  deepest  sympathies 
of  the  American  people,  and  the  precious  and  enduring  recollections  that 
their  blood  was  poured  out  in  the  defense  of  constitutional  liberty. 

The  artillery  of  the  enemy  equaled  ours,  while  he  had  a  chosen  posi 
tion  and  choice  of  ground  in  his  retrograde  movement.  A  flank  move 
early  in  the  day  would  probably  have  been  decisive,  and  the  victory 
full  and  complete.  The  action  was  prematurely  brought  on  by  the  ad 
vance  some  two  hours  before  daylight,  during  which  time  the  usual  sup 
ply  of  battery  ammunition  was  nearly  exhausted  and  the  temper  of  the 
troops  severely  tried.  Delays  ensued  .and  the  enemy  commenced  his 
retreat. 

Under  all  the  circumstances  it  was  a  handsome  affair,  and  the  enemy 
will  long  remember  his  losses,  disappointment,  and  narrow  escape  from 
capture. 
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General  Corcoran  and  the  troops  are  entitled  to  uiy  warmest  appro 
bation  for  the  brilliant  achievement  contributed  by  them  to  the  cause 
of  the  Government. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 
Col.  D.  T.  YAN  BUREN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Seventh  Army  Corps. 


[Addenda.] 

Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces  engaged  at  the  Deserted  House,  or  Kelly's  Store,  Fa., 

January  30, 1863. 

[Compiled  from  nominal  list  of  casualties,  returns,  etc.] 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured 
or  missing. 

Aggregate. 

Officers. 

a 

1 
1 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

e 

0 

Enlisted  men. 

1 

11 
14 

12 
10 
11 
17 
2 

29 
5 

A 

,3 

12 

7th  Massachusetts  Battery              

2 

j 

1 

3 
3 
1 
6 

I 

2 

85 

1 

18 
2 

! 

G9th  New  York  Infantry  [N  Gr  A  ] 

5 

112th  New  York  Infantry  

130th  New  York  Infantry 

1 



2 
3 

2 

155th  New  York  Infantry        .  .                                      .... 

1  64th  New  York  Infantry 

1 

1 

llth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 

1 

1 

18 

165th  Pennsylvania  Infantry  

167th  Pennsylvania  Infantr'y 

1 

Q 



.... 

4th  U.  S.  Artillery  Battery  D                   

4 

Total          .  .                                                     

2 

21 

O 

100 

12 

143 

Officers  killed.— Lieut.  Edward  D.  Sawtell,  Sixth  Massachusetts  ;  Capt.  Ilowley  P.  Taylor,  One  hun 
dred  and  thirtieth  New  York. 
Mortally  ivounded.—Col.  Charles  A.  Knoderer,  One  hundred  and  sixty-seventh  Pennsylvania. 


SUFFOLK,  January  30,  1863. 

Three  of  Follettfs  guns  have  arrived ;  two  of  them  disabled  by  ina 
bility  to  get  shells  down  ;  one  of  his  limbers  exploded.  Our  loss  about 
100.  My  extra  force  had  arrived  at  the  latest ;  also  Colonel  Foster. 
The  enemy  had  fallen  back  from  3  to  4  miles  since  daylight,  contesting 
different  positions.  I  have  repeatedly  guarded  against  being  led  too 
far  away  in  case  of  success.  It  has  been  a  hard  night  and  day,  but  I 
feel  sure  that  we  have  a  victory.  One  of  the  churches  has  been  pre 
pared  for  the  wounded. 

Prisoners  say  that  battery  horses  were  nearly  exhausted  and  the 
guns  were  moved  by  hand  at  intervals.  Some  guns  will  probably  bo 
secured. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 

Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe. 
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No.   2. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Michael  Corcoran}  U.  8.  Army. 

HEADQUARTERS  CORCORAN'S  IRISH  LEGION, 

Suffolk,  Yd.,  February  1, 18G3. 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  orders 
received  from  Maj.  Gen.  John  J.  Peck,  at  9.30  p.  in.  on  Thursday  the 
29th  ultimo  I  proceeded  to  take  command  of  the  troops  designated  for 
the  expedition  to  attack  the  rebel  force  under  General  Roger  A.  Pryor. 

Arriving  at  the  point  previously  arranged  for  the  rendezvous  of  our 
troops  at  12  o'clock  I  found  most  of  the  regiments  already  on  the  ground 
or  had  passed  them  on  their  march  thereto. 

At  1  a.  in.  on  Friday,  the  30th,  everything  being  in  readiness  I  com 
menced  the  march  in  the  order  according  to  the  annexed  supplement. 
1  continued  the  march  until,  arriving  near  the  iSTansemond  County  Poor 
House,  I  ordered  a  halt  for  about  ten  minutes,  after  which  we  proceeded 
on  toward  the  Deserted  House. 

About  1  mile  from  the  latter  place  our  advance  guard,  at  3.20  a.  in., 
met  the  enemy's  pickets  posted  in  strong  force  on  the  road  and  in  the 
woods.  They  we're  promptly  charged.,  some  being  killed  and  others 
taken  prisoners.  The  charge  was  continued  by  two  companies  of  Colonel 
Spear's  cavalry  up  to  the  enemy's  front,  who  were  drawn  up  in  line 
of  battle.  I  pushed  forward  Captain  Follett's  battery  of  the  Fourth 
U.  S.  Artillery,  supported  by  the  Thirteenth  Regiment  Indiana  Volun 
teers,  and  two  sections  of  Captain  Davis'  (Seventh  Massachusetts)  bat 
tery,  supported  by  the  One  hundred  and  thirtieth  New  York  Volunteers. 
They  gained  an  open  space  in  front  of  the  enemy,  whose  camp-tires  were 
burning.  The  other  regiments  of  the  command,  which  were  in  line  of 
battle  along  the  south  side  of  the  road,  were  ordered  to  lie  down  when 
the  artillery  firing  commenced. 

Captain  Follett's  battery  first  opened  at  3.40  a.  in.  on  the  north  side 
of  the  road,  and  the  enemy  immediately  replied  with  twelve  pieces,  some 
of  which  were  of  a  larger  caliber  than  our  own.  Captain  Davis  took 
position  on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  and  our  own  guns  and  the  en 
emy's  kept  up  an  incessant  and  very  rapid  fire  until  0  a.  in. 

At  about  5.15  a.  m.  I  gave  ordefs  for  the  infantry,  to  advance.  This 
order,  twice  repeated,  was  not  promptly  executed,  through  cause  which 
I  reported  verbally  to  the  major-general  yesterday.  Oh  learning  this 
I  immediately  ordered  an  advance  a  third  time  and  went  in  person  to 
the  One  hundred  and  sixty-seventh  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Militia  and 
sent  orders  to  the  regiments  in  the  rear  to  advance  in  succession  in  the 
order  of  battle  previously  assigned.  I  found  the  One  hundred  and 
sixty-seventh  without  a  single  field  officer.  The  colonel,  I  afterward 
learned  with  regret,  was  seriously,  if  not  'mortally  wounded,  and  the 
lieutenant-colonel  and  major  had  their  horses  killed  under  them  and 
were  temporarily  hurt.  I  asked  it  there  Avas  any  officer  present  who 
would  take  command  of  the  regiment.  The  adjutant  promptly  re 
sponded  and  used  all  exertions  to  get  the  men  forward,  but  did  not 
succeed.  They  became  a  confused  mass,  mixed  up  with  other  regi 
ments,  and  filled  up  the  entire  road,  leaving  it  impassable  and  creating 
a  temporary  confusion  among  some  other  regiments  in  the  rear.  The 
lieutenant-colonel  came  up  to  me  about  this  time  and  requested  per 
mission  .to  take  his  regiment  to  the  rear  in  order  to  restore  confidence 
arid  have  them  reformed.  I  became  convinced  this  must  be  done,  and 
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consequently  ordered  the  Sixty-ninth  lieginient  New  York  National 
Guards  (who  behaved  throughout  with  admirable  steadiness,  although 
suffering  severely  from  the  enemy's  shell)  and  the  One  hundred  and 
fifty-fifth  New  York  Volunteers  to  take  position  in  line  of  battle  about 
800  paces  in  the  rear  and  stop  any  of  the  command  from  retiring  be 
yond  that  point.  One  company  of  Spear's  cavalry  was  placed  on  the 
road  for  a  similar  purpose.  I  rode  down  to  see  this  order  executed,  and 
on  returning  to  the  front  in  company  with  Colonel  Spear,  at  5.40  a.  m., 
determined  to  charge  the  enemy  with  the  bayonet,  and  ordered  two 
pieces  of  artillery  to  be  placed  on  the  road  and  formed  the  Thirteenth 
Indiana  and  One  hundred  and  thirtieth  New  York  ou  the  right  and  left, 
strongly  supported  by  Spear's  cavalry.  These  orders  were  promptly 
attended  to,  and  at  6  a.  in.  they  all  moved  forward  under  command  of 
Colonel  Spear.  I  ordered  up  the  other  regiments  and  formed  them  in 
successive  lines  of  battle. 

The  enemy  rapidly  retreated  at  our  apparent  approach,  and  were 
vigorously  pursued  until  our  infantry  advance  was  stopped  by  thick 
woods  and  marsh.  On  the  concentration  of  our  forces  at  this  point  I 
ordered  the  One  hundred  and  thirtieth  New  York  Volunteers  to  be 
thrown  forward  as  skirmishers  on  each  side  of  the  road  and  a  portion 
of  Spear's  cavalry  to  reconnoiter  on  the  road,  who  soon  reported  the 
enemy's  artillery  strongly  posted  about  2  miles  in  front.  Our  skir 
mishers  here  were  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thorp, 
and  continued  to  advance  steadily.  The  enemy  on  perceiving  them 
came  forward  with  their  peculiar  yell  to  dislodge  them,  but  were  quickly 
driven  back  with  much  loss.  They  tried  this  three  times  with  the 
same  result.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thorp  acted  bravely  and  exhibited 
much  coolness  and  good  judgment.  Two  pieces  of  Captain  Davis'  bat 
tery,  supported  by  the  Sixty- ninth  New  York  National  Guards,  mean 
while  took  positiori.  on  the  road  and  opened  on  the  enemy. 

It  may  be  necessary  for  me  to  state  that  from  5.30  a.  m.  the  re 
mainder  of  our  artillery  were  almost  entirely  without  ammunition. 
The  men  of  the  command  had  eaten  nothing  up  to  this  time,  10.15  a.  m., 
and  had  made  a  rapid  inarch.  I  therefore  ordered  a  halt  for  the  pur 
pose  of  giving  them  time  for  breakfast  and  awaiting  fresh  supplies  of 
ammunition.  I  consulted  the  colonels  and  chiefs  of  commands  and 
decided  to  endeavor  to  take  the  enemy  in  flank  by  moving  along  the 
old  Franklin  road. 

At  about  11  a.  m.  Colonel  Foster  reported  to  me,  and  I  immediately 
placed  him  in  command  of  the  entire  infantry.  Soon  after,  the  One 
hundred  and  twelfth  Eegiment  New  York  Volunteers  and  three  pieces 
of  the  Second  Wisconsin  Battery,  with  a  fresh  supply  of  artillery  am 
munition,  reported.  My  thanks  are  due  to  these  commands  for  the 
prompt  manner  in  which  they  marched  to  the  scene  of  action  and  the 
desire  they  manifested  to  join  in  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  The  two 
howitzers  "attached  to  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  were  present 
and  were  brought  to  bear  on  the  enemy  while  on  their  retreat  in  the 
morning. 

At  12  m.  everything  was  in  readiness  and  I  altered  the  former  de 
termination  and  decided  to  attack  the  enemy  in  front,  and  again  moved 
forward  for  that  purpose,  leaving  the  One  hundred  and  twelfth  New 
York  Volunteers,  two  pieces  of  the  Second  Wisconsin  Battery,  and  two 
companies  of  Spear's  cavalry  to  hold  the  Deserted  House.  The  enemy 
had  commenced  his  retreat.  We  pursued  with  all  possible  haste  toward 
CarrsVille.  At  Pecosin  Creek  the  Thirteenth  Indiana  Volunteers,  as 
skirmishers,  came  up  with  their  rear  guard,  strongly  posted  on  the 
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opposite  bank,  and  a  sharp  skirmish  ensued.  Our  artillery  was  quickly 
placed  in  position  and  opened,  receiving  no  reply.  After  a  few  min 
utes  I  ordered  the  artillery  to  cease  fire  and  Colonel  Spear  to  charge 
the  enemy  across  the  bridge,  which  he  did  in  his  usual  gallant  and  fear 
less  manner.  He  continued  on  nearly  2  miles  beyond  Carrsville  and 
returned,  reporting  the  enemy  entirely  out  of  sight. 

I  then  concluded  that  all  attempts  to  get  them  to  engage  were  useless, 
and  therefore  farther  pursuit  unnecessary.  Major  Wheelau,  with  six 
companies  of  Dodge's  New  York  Mounted  Eifles,  reported  at  this  time 
and  was  immediately  assigned  to  duty.  We  returned  toward  Suffolk, 
halting  at  the  Deserted  House  at  6  p.  m.  to  give  the  men  time  for  rest 
and  food. 

Details  were  ordered  to  bury  those  of  the  enemy's  dead  who,  in  their 
flight,  were  left  on  the  field,  and  among  whom  was  a  lieutenant,  as  in 
dicated  by  his  uniform. 

We  fired,  according  to  Captain  Follettfs  official  report,  1,140  rounds 
of  shot  and  shell,  and  the  ground  occupied  by  the  enemy  was  strewn 
with  dead  soldiers,  horses,  broken  rammers,  sponges,  knapsacks,  and 
cartridge-boxes;  and  innumerable  pools  of  blood  on  the  roadside  and  in 
the  woods  gave  full  proof  of  the  immense  havoc  our  artillery  created 
during  the  night  engagement.  I  ascertained,  from  information  received 
on  the  way  to  Carrsville,  that  25  wagons  were  believed  to  have  been 
impressed  for  the  purpose,  and  were  driven  off  filled  with  their  killed 
and  wounded.  I  visited  a  large  farm  house  occupied  by  Mrs.  Mulhol- 
land,  which  they  had  used  as  one  of  their  hospitals.  Both  floors  of  the 
building  were  covered  with  blood  and  pieces  of  bone  and  flesh.  My  in 
formant  told  me  that  40  wounded  had  been  there,  among  whom  were  4  offi 
cers.  A  prisoner  asserts  that  our  first  shell  killed  one  of  their  colonels. 

The  Thirteenth  Indiana  Volunteers,  with  its  accomplished  lieutenant- 
colonel,  I  found  ever  ready  to  obey  all  orders  promptly  and  cheerfully, 
and  did  signal  service.  Of  the  Sixty-ninth  New  York  National  Guards 
and  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  New  York  Yolunteers,  as  they  be 
long  to  my  own  command,  I  do  not  desire  to  speak  as  flatteringly  as 
they  deserve.  What  I  have  a  right  to  say  of  Colonel  Spear,  command 
ing  the  cavalry,  would  scarcely  add  to  his  already  high  reputation  as 
one  of  the  most  accomplished  officers  in  the  service,  a  thorough  disciplin 
arian,  and  one  who  does  not  know  what  fear  is.  He  led  every  charge 
in  person,  and  I  found  him,  his  lieutenant-colonel,  majors,  adjutant,  and 
other  officers  and  entire  command  ever  ready  to  perform  every  duty 
assigned  them  with  the  greatest  alacrity.  His  perfect  knowledge  of  the 
country  was  of  incalculable  service  to  me. 

Colonel  Foster  is  also  too  well  known  to  the  major-general  for  me  to 
endeavor  to  elevate  his  military  character  beyond  that  very  high  stand 
ard  he  has  already  earned  and  attained.  I  must,  however,  state  that 
he  fully  maintained  this  character  and  rendered  me  most  efficient  serv 
ice  from  the  time  of  his  arrival. 

Captain  Follett,  as  chief  of  artillery,  acted  with  great  judgment,  and 
himself  and  officers,  as  also  Captain  Davis  and  officers  and  the  men  of 
both  batteries,  cannot  be  spoken  of  too  highly  for  their  coolness  and 
indomitable  courage  during  such  a  severe  engagement. 

I  was  most  ably  assisted  by  Captain  Blodgett,  my  assistant  adjutant- 
general;  Lieutenant  Tracey,  my  aide-de-camp,  and  Lieutenants  Hughes 
and  Win terbothaui,  detailed  on  my  staff.  They  carried  my  orders  and 
messages  everywhere  under  the  most  galling  fire,  and  all  are  alike  de 
serving  of  the  highest  praise  and  commendation.  Captain  Blddgett 
was  slightly  wounded  in  the  left  knee  by  a  piece  of  shell. 

I  also  desire  to  mention  the  excellent  soldierly  qualities  of  Private  James 
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Collins,  Company  E,  of  Colonel  Spear's  regiment,  who  was  detailed  to 
me  as  orderly. 

For  specific  accounts  of  meritorious  conduct  of  subordinate  officers 
who  did  not  come  under  my  own  observation  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to 
accompanying  reports. 

Dr.  Haiul,  the  medical  director  at  this  post,  was  present  and  directed 
the  transportation  of  our  wounded  and  relieved  and  prevented  much  suf 
fering.  Dr.  D  wyer,  surgeon  of  the  Sixty -ninth,  took  charge  of  the  build 
ing  occupied  as  our  hospital,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Nolan,  sur 
geon  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth,  and  Assistant  Surgeons  Ewen, 
Spencer,  Fawcett  and  others,  rendered  good  service  in  that  department. 

Quartermaster  Cooke,  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  New  York 
Volunteers,  was  placed  in  command  of  the  transportation  and  gave 
most  perfect  satisfaction. 

The  number  of  prisoners  taken  by  us  has  not  been  generally  men 
tioned  in  the  official  reports  to  me,  but  I  believe  them  to  be  about  30. 

Our  total  loss  is  as  follows :  * 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Officers 

2 

9 

Non-commissioned  officera    

3 

21 

Privates 

18 

65 

14 

Total       

23 

95 

15 

Total  casualties    

133 

The  whole  command  arrived  at  headquarters  in  most  excellent  spirits 
at  1  a.  m.  on  the  31st  ultimo,  making  a  march  of  32  miles  in  about 
twenty -four  hours. 

I  cannot  close  without  returning  my  sincere  thanks  to  Maj.  Gen.  John 
J.  Peck,  commanding  this  post,  for  the  high  honor  he  conferred  on  me 
in  intrusting  the  command  of  this  important  expedition  to  me  and  leav 
ing  in  his  special  orders  and  dispatches  so  very  much  to  my  own  dis 
cretion.  I  endeavored  to  execute  everything  to  the  best  of  my  ability, 
and  hope  that  all  I  have  done  meets  his  approbation. 

I  am,  major,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

MICHAEL  COECOEAN, 

Brigadier- General,  Comdg.  at  Battle  of  Deserted  House,  Va. 
Maj.  B.  B.  FOSTER,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Supplement.] 

Order  of  march  of  force  under  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  Corcoran, 
United  States  Volunteers,  from  signal  station  near  Suffolk,  Va.,  from  1 
to  3.20  a.  m.  Friday,  January  30,  1863  : 

Six  companies  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  under  command  of 
Col.  Samuel  P.  Spear ;  Thirteenth  Eegiment  Indiana  Volunteers,  under 
command  of  Lieut.  Col.  C.  J.  Dobbs  j  Battery  D,  Fourth  II.  S.  Artil 
lery,  under  command  of  Captain  Follett,  acting  as  chief  of  artillery ; 
two  sections  Seventh  Massachusetts  Battery,  under  command  of  Cap 
tain  Davis ;  One  hundred  and  thirtieth  Eegiment  New  York  Volun 
teers,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thorp  ;  Ambulance  Corps ; 
Sixth  Eegiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  under  command  of  Colonel 
Follansbee  ;  One  hundred  and  sixty-seventh  Eegiment  Pennsylvania 
Militia,  under  command  of  Colonel  Knoderer ;  Jne  hundred  and  fifty- 
fifth  Eegiment  New  York  Volunteers,  under  command  of  Colonel  Mc- 

*Bat  see  revised  statement,  p.  135. 
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Evily ;  train  ;  one  section  Seventh  Massachusetts  Battery,  under  com 
mand  of  Lieutenant ;  Sixty-ninth  Eegiment  New  York  National 

Guards,  under  command  of  Colonel  Murphy,  and  two  companies  Elev 
enth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  under  Major  Cornog. 


No.  3. 
Report  of  Col.  Samuel  P.  Spear,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

HDQBS.  ELEVENTH  PENNSYLVANIA  VOL.  CAVALRY. 

Camp  Suffolk,  Va.,  February  1,  1863. 

SIR:  Inclosed  herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  list  of  the 
killed  and  wounded  in  an  engagement  in  which  my  regiment  was  en 
gaged  for  thirteen  hours;  being  three  hours  and  eleven  minutes  under 
a  most  tremendous  fire  of  shot  and  shell  from  the  enemy's  heavy  guns. 

This  is  the  fifth  heavy  engagement  that  the  regiment  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  since  October  1,  1S62,  in  the  vicinity  of  Blackwater.  ' 

The  recent  battle  took  place  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  of  January, 
1863,  at  the  Deserted  House,  9  miles  west  of  Suffolk,  Va.  The  enemy 
consisted  of  16  pieces  of  heavy  artillery,  1,200  cavalry,  and  6  regi 
ments  of  infantry.  Our  force  was  12  pieces  of  artillery,  5  reginents 
of  infantry,  and  my  regiment,  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry.  The 
cavalry  opened  the  engagement  by  a  charge  on  the  enemy's  pickets, 
and  was  from  that  moment  till  the  end,  as  before  stated,  constantly  in 
the  hottest  of  the  battle.  Lieut.  Col.  George  Stetzel  and  Majs.  Samuel 
Wetherill  and  George  T.  Cornog  were  present  with  the  regiment  and 
rendered  prompt  and  valuable  services  during  the  entire  engagement. 
The  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  performed  their  duty  in  excel 
lent  style,  and  during  a  crashing  fire  they  proved  an  ornament  to  the 
service  and  an  honor  to  their  State.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  inclosed  list 
that  Capt.  Albert  J.  Ackerly  had  his  horse  killed  by  a  piece  of  a  shell,. 
and  that  Capt.  John  B.  Loomis  and  my  adjutant,  A.  A.  Menzies,  had 
their  horses  instantly  killed  by  a  heavy  shot.  My  own  horse  was  seri 
ously  and  perhaps  mortally  wounded  by  a  shot  in  the  breast. 

Both  officers  and  men  are  worthy  of  the  highest  commendation  for 
their  coolness,  courage,  and  undaunted  bravery. 

I  most  respectfully  request  that  permission  may  be  granted  to  have 
inscribed  upon  the  regimental  colors  the  words,  u  Blackwater'1  and  "  De 
serted  House." 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  SPEAK, 
Colonel,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

Hon.  .ELI  SLIFEK,  Secretary  of  State. 


No.  4. 

Report  of  Col.  William  McEvily,  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  New  York 

Infantry. 

SUFFOLK,  VA.,  January  31,  1863. 

SIR:  In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  31,  from  general  head 
quarters,  I  herewith  furnish  for  the  information  of  the  brigadier-general 
commanding  a  detailed  account  of  the  expedition  in  which  the  regiment 
under  my  command  was  engaged  on  the  30th  instant : 
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In  accordance  with  orders  received  the  regiment  fell  in  at  12  o'clock 
midnight  and  marched  for  the  signal  station  on  the  South  Quay  road, 
a  short  distance  from  which,  farther  on,  it  came  up  with  the  rear  of  the 
rest  of  the  forces  composing  the  expedition,  under  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Corcoran,  and  proceeded  with  them  to  within  about  half  a  mile 
of  the  place  known  as  the  Deserted  House,  where  the  regiment  was 
drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  heavy  firing  in  the  front  having  announced 
that  we  had  got  up  with  the  enemy  and  that  an  engagement  had  com 
menced.  In  this  spot  we  remained  within  range  of  the  rebel  artillery, 
exposed  to  occasional  danger  from  the  discharge  of  shot  and  shell,  the 
men  of  my  command  behaving  with  a  coolness  and  self-possession  sel 
dom  evinced  by  volunteers  under  a  first  fire. 

Here  a  temporary  confusion  was  created  among  the  soldiers  of  my 
command  by  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-seventh  Pennsylvania  and  the 
Sixth  Massachusetts  Regiments  falling  back  in  disorder  upon  them,  but 
from  this  they  soon  recovered  and  remained  steady  in  line  until  G  a.m., 
when  an  order  was  received  to  advance,  which  was  complied  with,  and 
the  regiment  was  again  formed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  other  side  and 
within  half  a  mile  south  of  the  Deserted  House.  At  this  time  the  com 
panies  were  mustered  to  ascertain  if  any  casualties  had  occurred,  when 
it  was  found  that  there  was  1  man  of  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-fourth 
Regiment  (two  companies  of  which  were  attached  to  my  regiment  in 
lieu  of  Companies  D  and  K  on  duty  at  the  time  the  regiment  was  or 
dered  out,  Company  K  being  on  picket  duty  and  D  detailed  to  garrison 
Fort  Halleck)  killed;  2  men  of  Company  B,  of  my  regiment,  wounded, 
and  f>  reported  missing. 

From  this  position  we  then  followed  the  enemy,  who  was  retreating, 
some  5  or  G  miles,  when,  in  consequence  of  renewed  firing  in  our  front, 
the  regiment  was  once  more  formed  in  line  of  battle,  soon  after  which, 
the  firing  having  ceased,  I  was  ordered  to  return  with  my  command 
to  the  Deserted  House,  where  I  arrived  about  G  p.  m.  and  remained 
till  9  o'clock,  the  men  resting  and  refreshing  themselves  after  the  fatigue 
they  had  undergone.  From  here  I  was  ordered  to  Suffolk,  lor  which 
place  I  marched  with  my  regiment  and  arrived  at  1  a.  m.  on  31st  instant. 

1  must  particularly  mention  the  valuable  assistance  rendered  me 
throughout  the  whole  time  the  engagement  lasted  by  Major  Flood, 
whose  services  principally  conduced  to  the  restoration  of  order  and 
confidence  when  the  regiment  had  been  thrown  into  confusion  by  the 
One  hundred  and  sixty-seventh  Pennsylvania  and  Sixth  Massachusetts 
Regiments. 

1  would  also  make  favorable  mention  of  Captain  Byrne  and  the  sol 
diers  under  him,  whose  anxiety  to  get  into  action  was  such  that  it  was 
with  difficulty  they  were  restrained  from  charging  on  the  rebel  batteries. 
1  should  do  an  injustice  to  the  gallant  men  composing  the  two  companies 
of  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-fourth  Begirnent  attached  to  the  One 
hundred  and  fifty-fifth  if  I  omitted  to  mention  the  brave  and  steady 
manner  in  which  they  behaved. 

From  the  bearing  of  all  the  officers  and  men  engaged  in  the  affair 
and  the  coolness  and  intrepidity  displayed  by  them  during  the  time  it 
lasted,  I  feel  confident  that  they  possess  all  those  qualities  necessary  to 
make  good  and  efficient  soldiers,  and  of  their  willingness  to  display  the 
same  whenever  occasion  offers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  McEVILY, 
<7oL,  Comdg.  One  Jiundred  and  fifty -fifth  Eegt.  New  York.Vols. 

Capt,  J,  J.  BLODGETT,  A.  A.  G. 
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No.  5. 
Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Roger  A.  Pry  or,  C.  S.  Army. 

HEADQUARTERS  FORCES  ON  THE  BLACKWATER, 

February  4,  1863. 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
light  at  Kelly's  Store  on  the  30th  ultimo : 

With  the  design  of  subsisting  my  command  as  largely  as  possible 
within  the  enemy's  lines,  on  the  25th  ultimo  I  crossed  the  Blackwater 
on  a  foraging  expedition.  The  detachment  consisted  of  the  regiments 
of  Cols.  [Robert  C.]  Trigg,  [J.  J.J  McMahon,  and  [Thomas]  Poage ;  150 
men  of  Col.  [  W.  C.]  Claiborne's  [Seventh  Confederate]  Cavalry  ;  [Capt. 
J.  C.]  Coit's,  and  a  section,  respectively,  of  [Capt.  S,  T.J  Wright's  and 
[Capt.  Louis  H.]  Webb's  batteries.  Subsequently  I  directed  Maj. 
[S.  P.]  McConnell  to  join  me  with  a  part  of  [H.  A.J  Edmundson's  bat 
talion  and  a  section  of  S.  Taylor  Martin's  battery.  The  entire  force 
did  not  exceed  1,800  of  all  arms. 

The  evening  of  the  25th  I  bivouacked  at  Somerton.  Informed  of  the 
presence  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  at  Gatesville,  some  12  miles  distant,  I 
dispatched  Lieut.  Col.  [V.  H.]  Taliaferro  that  night  with  100  mounted 
men  to  beat  up  their  quarters ;  but  they  were  appraised  of  his  ap 
proach,  and  despite  the  celerity  of  his  inarch  they  continued  to  escape 
by  a  circuitous  route  to  Suffolk. 

The  26th  I  moved  from  Somerton  to  Holland's  Store,  where  I  was 
detained  three  days  by  inclement  weather. 

On  the  29th  I  resumed  my  march,  and  that  evening  about  5  o'clock  1 
reached  Kelly's  Store,  on  the  direct  road  from  Franklin  to  Suffolk,  dis 
tant  from  the  former  12  miles,  from  the  latter  scarcely  9.  Apprehend 
ing  a  probable  attack,  I  disposed  my  force  in  such  manner  as  to  be  pre 
pared  for  any  contingency.  I  preferred  to  approach  Kelly's  by  the  road 
from  Kinsale  Swamp,  because  it  conducted  toward  the  enemy  by  a  direct 
instead  of  an  oblique  march,  and  because,  being  covered  on  either  side  by 
an  extensive  and  iinj^enetrable^o^wosm,  it  protected  me  against  the  pos 
sibility  of  a  flank  attack,  except  through  certain  obscure  pathways,  which 
a  small  force  would  suffice  to  block  up.  At  Kelly's  the  road  divides — 
one  fork  leading  directly  to  Suffolk,  the  other  turning  almost  perpendic 
ularly  to  the  left  and  sweeping  around  by  Ely's  and  Providence  Church. 
A  hundred  or  two  paces  from  the  store  both  roads  are  intersected  by  a 
swamp,  but  it  opposes  scarcely  any  obstruction  to  the  passage  of  troops. 
The  store  stands  in  an  open  field  of  considerable  extent,  inclosed  on  either 
side  by  a  thick  pine  growth  reaching  to  both  roads  at  the  point  where 
they  traverse  the  swamp.  The  wood  in  rear  of  the  field,  about  1  mile 
from  the  swamp,  I  occupied  with  the  regiments  of  McMahon  and  Poage, 
deployed  on  both  sides  of  the  road.  One  battalion  of  Trigg's  regiment 
was  in  the  pines  on  the  left,  a  little  in  advance  of  Poage's,  the  other  on 
the  right,  a  little  in  advance  of  McMahon.  The  batteries  I  destined  to 
sweep  the  field  in  case  the  enemy  should  cross  the  swamp.  A  section 
of  6-pounders  I  advanced  to  within  300  yards  of  the  store,  one  gun  being 
on  either  side  of  the  road.  Some  400  yards  to  the  rear  and  on  either  side 
of  the  road  I  placed  a  rifled  piece  and  howitzer.  This  was  Coit's  battery. 
Wright's  section,  consisting  of  a  rifled  gun  and  howitzer,  was  in  position 
on  the  left  of  the  road  and  in  line  with  Coit's  rearmost  pieces.  Edmund- 
son's  battalion,  with  a  section  of  Martin's  and  a  section  of  Webb's  bat 
teries,  were  held  in  reserve  some  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  rear  of  the 
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main  body,  and  were  so  posted  as  to  observe  the  two  by-paths  which  there 
intersect  the  Kelly  road,  the  one  communicating  with  the  railway  and 
the  other  with  the  Carrsville  road  on  the  left.  The  cavalry  were  em 
ployed  in  outpost  duty,  a  strong  picket  being  stationed  on  both  roads 
some  distance  beyond  the  swamp.  A  company  of  infantry  was  also 
placed  on  each  road  immediately  at  the  swamp.  Hardly  were  these  dis 
positions  completed  when  the  vedettes  in  advance  of  the  cavalry  outposts 
encountered  and  drove  back  a  small  scouting  party  from  Suffolk.  An 
ticipating  an  attack  during  the  night  by  a  large  force  of  cavalry,  I  pre 
pared  an  ambuscade  by  posting  100  sharpshooters  on  the  direct  road  a 
mile  beyond  the  swamp.  As  was  expected,  about  3  o'clock  the  enemy's 
cavalry  approached  the  men  in  ambush  and  received  a  volley  which 
emptied  many  a  saddle  and  threw  the  column  into  confusion.  They 
rallied,  however,  and  were  saluted  with  another  destructive  fire.  The 
infantry  behind  then  engaged  my  skirmishers,  who,  being  overpowered 
by  numbers,  were  obliged  to  recross  the  swamp.  Here  they  were  again 
placed  in  ambush,  and  again  they  poured  a  deadly  volley  into  the  enemy's 
cavalry  at  a  distance  of  10  paces.  Meanwhile  the  enemy's  whole  force 
pressed  on  across  the  swamp. 

At  this  moment  I  reached  the  spot  and  immediately  directed  Captain 
Coit  to  open  with  his  advance  section.  He  was  anticipated  by  the  enemy, 
who  had  already  gotten  a  couple  of  mountain  howitzers  in  position.  The 
ground  being  favorable  to  the  action  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  I  appre 
hended  some  peril  to  the  pieces  in  advance,  and  accordingly  after  a  few 
rounds  I  retired  them  on  a  line  with  the  other  sections.  All  my  artillery, 
except  the  reserve  under  Captain  Martin,  was  now  engaged.  The  enemy, 
too,  had  brought  up  his  batteries,  and  there  ensued  and  was  maintained 
for  two  hours  as  furious  a  cannonade  as  I  have  ever  witnessed.  It  was 
now  4  o'clock  precisely;  by  6  o'clock  the  enemy's  advance  was  decisively 
checked  and  all  his  guns  silenced,  except  a  single  piece  which  discharged 
an  occasional  shot  with  feeble  effect. 

At  this  moment  word  was  brought  me  from  various  sources  that  the 
cars  were  running  and  were  accumulating  troops  in  rear  of  my  right  flank. 
This  information  obliged  me  to  move  my  main  force  to  the  point  occu 
pied  by  the  reserve  in  order  to  prevent  the  enemy  debouching  on  my  flank 
and  rear.  Accordingly  1  directed  the  infantry  to  retire  by  successive  bat 
talions  and  the  artillery  by  alternate  sections.  The  movement  was  exe 
cuted  with  perfect  deliberation  and  without  the  least  annoyance.  The 
reserve,  now  become  the  advance,  was  re-enforced  and  arranged  in  a  skirt 
of  woods  behind  the  field,  about  400  paces  in  width,  which  the  enemy  in 
his  approach  would  be  obliged  to  traverse.  Skirmishers  were  thrown  for 
ward  to  the  right  and  left.  The  artillery  was  disposed  on  the  edge  of  a 
field  in  such  order  as  to  rake  the  road  and  sweep  every  foot  of  the  field. 
The  position  was  sufficiently  strong,  and  we  awaited  the  approach  of  the 
enemy  if  he  should  prove  in  a  mood  to  renew  the  fight.  After  the  lapse 
of  nearly  an  hour  their  cavalry  appeared  in  the  woods  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  field.  A  single  discharge  of  spherical  case  sent  them  scamper 
ing  away.  Next  they  brought  up  a  howitzer,  but  after  three  rounds  that 
also  was  disabled  and  withdrawn.  Their  infantry  then  issued  from  the 
woods  across  the  field  with  the  evident  design  of  charging  our  batteries, 
but  being  confronted  by  our  skirmishers  and  assailed  by  storm  of  case 
and  canister  they  broke  and  ran  in  the  utmost  confusion,  nor  did  they 
rally  again.  My  line  of  skirmishers  was  advanced  and  scouts  were  sent 
forward  to  ascertain  the  enemy's  presence,  but  they  were  not  to  be 
found.  They  were  beaten  and  had  fled  toward  Suffolk.  Despite  our 
inferior  force  and  deficiency  in  cavalry  I  resolved  on  pursuit,  and  had 
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issued  orders  accordingly,  when  I  received  the  embarrassing  informa 
tion  that  the  artillery  ammunition  was  exhausted.  In  this  circum 
stance  no  alternative  was  left  me  but  to  return  toward  our  base  of 
supply.  After  remaining  on  the  field  from  8  until  1  o'clock  (five  hours) 
without  seeing  or  hearing  of  the  enemy  we  retired  leisurely,  marching 
3  miles  in  so  many  hours,  and  exempt  from  all  interruption  until  we 
reached  Kinsale  Swamp,  when  the  enemy's  cavalry  attempted  a  dash 
on  our  rear  guard.  He  was  promptly  repulsed  and  severely  chastised. 
We  proceeded  to  Carrsville  and  bivouacked  0  miles  from  the  field  of 
battle. 

The  fortunate  issue  of  this  engagement,  maintained  against  such  su 
perior  force  (the  enemy's  force  being  fully  8,000),  I  attribute  to  the 
favor  of  Providence  and  the  superb  valor  of  the  troops  of  my  command. 
For  four  hours  the  infantry  lay  under  a  terrific  storm  of  shell,  case,  and 
canister,  and  yet  hardly  a  man  abandoned  his  place  in  the  ranks.  But 
the  chief  glory  of  the  fight  must  be  accorded  to  the  artillery.  To  the 
rapidity  and  effect  of  their  fire,  the  firmness  with  which  they  held  their 
position  and  maintained  the  fight  against  more  numerous  and  heavier 
batteries  and  under  the  menace  of  a  charge  by  cavalry  and  infantry, 
is  due  the  decisive  repulse  sustained  by  the  enemy. 

When  all  discharged  their  duty  so  admirably  it  is  difficult  to  distin 
guish  particular  merit  in  individuals;  but  I  could  not  acquit  myself  of 
injustice  if  I  omitted  to  recall  the  services  of  Captains  Coit,  Martin,  and 
Wright.  By  their  gallantry  and  judicious  conduct  these  officers  im 
parted  the  noblest  spirit  and  the  greatest  efficiency  to  their  respective 
commands  and  contributed  chiefly  to  the  successful  event  of  the  day. 

The  casualties  in  the  command  were  few,  but  among  them  I  have  to 
lament  the  death  of  Colonel  Poage,  of  the  Fiftieth,  and  Capt.  [Thomas 
P.J  Dobyiis  and  Lieut.  [John  S.]  Lacy,  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Virginia  Vol 
unteers,  all  courageous  and  capable  officers.  Persons  with  the  best 
opportunities  of  information  report  the  enemy's  loss  to  exceed  300  in 
killed  and  wounded.  My  own  dead  and  wounded  were  brought  from 
the  field,  except  the  few  who  fell  in  the  fight  across  the  swamp  and  who 
were  lost  in  the  thickness  of  the  woods  and  the  darkness  of  the  night. 

In  conclusion  I  have  to  commend  the  conduct  of  my  staff':  Of  Capt. 
[W.  H.]  Whituer,  assistant  adjutant-general,  whose  zeal,  gallantry,  and 
intelligence  are  worthy  of  all  praise;  of  niy  aide,  Lieut.  [C.]  McCann, 
who  exhibited  his  usual  activity  and  reckless  audacity  of  courage,  and 
of  Messrs.  McMulleu  and  Barnes,  who  were  equally  tearless  and  ener 
getic,  in  communicating  my  orders  and  directing  their  execution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOGER  A.  PRYOtt, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Capt.  GEORGE  G.  GARRISON, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

Goldsborougli,  N.  C.,  February  10,  1803, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  report  of  General  1$.  A.  Pry  or,  in 
closing  with  it  the  list  of  killed  and  wounded.  It  is  with  pleasure  I  call 
the  attention  of  the  War  Department  to  the  successful  defense  of  the 
lines  of  the  Blackwater.  Although  I  have  never  been  able  to  place  an 
adequate  force  on  the  line,  yet  by  defensive  works  and  constant  vigi 
lance  it,  has  been  held  since  July  last  against  a  force  often  five  or  six 
times  our  numbers.  Three  times  in  heavy  columns  they  have  tried  to 
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force  a  passage  and  have  in  each  instance  been  repulsed,  and  our  forces 
have  constantly  traversed  the  counties  on  the  left  bank  and  drawn  there 
from  most  of  their  own  supplies.  Col.  C.  Leveuthorpe,  the  former  com 
mander  of  the  lines,  and  General  Pryor  both  deserve  commendation 
for  their  successful  defense  of  that  frontier  with  their  small  commands. 

S.  G.  FRENCH, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

[Addenda.] 

Jtcturn  of  Casualties  in  the  Brigade  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  Roger  A.  Pryor,  in,  engagement 

at  Kellifs  Store,  Va. 

[Compiled  from  nominal  lists  on  file.] 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

-2 

rt 
bo 

•3 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

1 
H 

jfl 

E 
B 

O 

1 

1 
1 
.... 

1 

Enlisted  men. 

-3 

£ 

50th  Virginia  Regiment  Col.  Thomas  Poage  

1 

1 
4 
2 
1 

6 

9 
4 

2 
1 

7 
10 
4 
6 
3 
1 

8 
14 
6 

;j 
1 

39 

03d    Virginia  Regiment  Col  J.  J.  McMahon 

4 

r>4th  Virginia  Regiment  Col.  Robert  C.  Tri^g.  . 

2 

1 

Wright's  battery  Capt  S  T.  Wright 

Martin's  battery  Capt.  S.T.Martin  

Grand  total             

FEBRUARY  1-10,  1  BBS—Expedition  from  New  Berne  to  Plymouth,  N.  C. 
Ueport  of  Col.  Francis  L.  Lee,  Fortyjourtli  Massachusetts  Infantry. 

HDQRS.  44ra  EEGIMENT  MASS.  VOL.  MILITIA, 

Camp  Stevenson,  New  Berne,  February  14,  1863. 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  order  of 
January  31,  1863,  I  embarked  my  command  on  steamer  Northerner 
and  arrived  at  Plymouth,  N.  0.,  at  4  p.  in.  on  February  2. 

Upon  landing  I  consulted  with  Major  Bartholomew,  Twenty-seventh 
Massachusetts  Eegiment,  commander  of  the  post,  in  regard  to  closing 
the  lines  j  but  learning  from  him  that  information  of  our  arrival  and 
probable  force  had  undoubtedly  been  sent  forward  to  the  enemy  even 
before  our  arrival,  I  deemed  it  unwise  to  interfere  with  existing  ar 
rangements  in  regard  to  passing  the  lines. 

Learning  that  Commodore  Flusser  was  absent,  I  proceeded  in  com 
pany  with  Major  Bartholomew  to  inspect  the  location  of  his  pickets 
and  his  preparations  for  defense,  and  found  the  pickets  well  placed,  his 
precautions  against  surprise  sufficient,  and  every  advantage  taken  of 
the  natural  defenses  of  the  town,  the  major  having  almost  completed 
a  ditch  connecting  the  two  swamps  lying  south  of  the  town.  Inside  of 
this  ditch,  which  is  about  6  feet  in  depth  and  about  15  feet  wide,  the 
earth  is  thrown  up  sufficiently  high  to  afford  shelter  for  sharpshooters. 
Major  Bartholomew  proposes  to  erect  a  small  block-house  where  the 
Long  Acre  road  crosses  this  ditch,  and  also  one  upon  the  Jamesville 
road  at  the  crossing  of  the  flitch.  My  carpenters  built  draw-bridges  for 
each  of  these  roads,  and  I  woulci  respectfully  suggest  that  two  field 
howitzers  would  render  the  fjefpnso  pf  tl}£g£  ro/ac]s  easy  against;  any  force, 
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likely  to  be  brought  against  them,  arid  that  they  are  most  earnestly  de 
sired  by  Major  Bartholomew.  I  would  also  recommend  a  further  supply 
of  axes  and  shovels,  as  the  want  of  these  tools  prevents  Major  Barthol 
omew  from  availing  himself  fully  of  the  services  of  the  contrabands  in 
his  command. 

Upon  the  Long  Acre  road  the  picket  is  stationed  at  the  ditch,  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  custom-house,  with  an  outer  picket  of 
5  men  half  a  mile  in  advance  at  the  junction  of  the  road  with  the  Lee's 
Mill  road.  At  this  point  there  is  a  blockade  of  trees  fallen  across  the 
road. 

Upon  the  Columbia  road  the  picket  is  established  just  west  of  the 
bridge,  crossing  Coneby  Creek,  about  two  miles  from  the  custom  house. 
This  bridge  is  taken  up  each  night  and  affords  an  easy  and  sure  de 
fense,  as  the  creek  is  very  deep. 

Upon  the  Jamesville  road  the  picket  is  at  the  ditch,  about  1  mile  from 
the  custom-house,  and  a  cavalry  vedette  is  stationed  about  half  a  mile 
in  advance. 

Upon  inquiring  as  to  the  probable  force  and  location  of  the  enemy, 
I  learned  from  Major  Bartholomew  that  he,  in  company  with  Commo 
dore  Flusser,  had,  on  January  30,  made  a  reconnaissance  as  far  as 
Jamesville  on  the  gunboat  Commodore  Perry,  shelling  the  woods  at 
various  points  but  finding  no  signs  of  the  presence  of  the  enemy.  It  was 
the  opinion  of  Major  Bartholomew  that  the  position  and  strength  of  the 
enemy  was  as  follows:  Two  companies  of  the  Seventeenth  North  Caro 
lina  Begiment  at  Eainbow  Bluff  with  two  field  pieces;  the  remainder 
of  that  regiment,  with  four  field  pieces,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  bluff,  any 
where  between  Hamilton  and  Williamston  ;  four  companies  of  infantry 
some  7  miles  northwest  of  Washington,  and  the  remainder  of  their  regi 
ment  at  or  near  Greenville;  three  companies  of  cavalry  scouting  any 
where  between  the  Tar  and  Eoanoke  Eivers. 

A  cavalry  scout  to  Ward's  Bridge,  some  4  miles  from  town,  failed  to 
discover  any  signs  of  rebel  scouts,  though  they  learned  that  parties  of 
two  or  three  cavalrymen  had  bean  seen  in  that  vicinity  within  a  week. 

Commodore  Flusser  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the  2d  of  February, 
and  after  consultation  I  arranged  to  go  with  my  regiment  on  his  three 
gunboats  to  Williamston,  starting  the  next  morning  at  7  o'clock  and 
landing  at  Williamston  or  Jamesville  as  might  be  thought  best — the 
landing  party  to  be  supported  by  three  boat  howitzers  and  their  crews, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  Furness,  of  the  Valley  City.  On  the  fol 
lowing  morning  a  drifting  snow-storm  rendered  any  advance  by  land 
or  water  impossible;  the  impassable  state  of  the  roads  also  prevented 
an  expedition  to  Windsor  to  confiscate  bacon  packed  for  rebel  use. 

On  Friday,  February  0,  finding  that  no  coal  could  be  furnished  to  our 
transport  by  the  Navy  and  that  my  pioneers  were  unable  to  supply  the 
requisite  quantity  of  wood,  I  was  obliged  to  send  out  some  3  miles  to 
buy  and  draw  some  dry  wood  belonging  to  Mr.  Harrison,  a  loyal  man 
living  on  the  Long  Acre  road.  Before  starting  the  wagons  Major  Bar 
tholomew  told  me  that  he  had  good  reason  to  believe  that  many  of  the 
inhabitants  upon  that  road  had  abused  their  protection  papers  by  smug 
gling  out  salt  in  larger  quantities  than  they  needed  for  home  consump 
tion;  that  they  had  packed  large  stores  of  bacon  intended  for  the  use 
of  the  rebel  troops;  that  he  thought  an  examination  and  confiscation  of 
a  portion  of  their  bacon,  if  found  in  such  large  quantities,  would  be  de 
sirable.  I  therefore  took  four  of  my  companies  and  went  some  13  miles 
out,  taking  on  the  way  the  horses,  mules,  and  carts  to  transport  the 
pork  if  found.  I  examined  the  farms  of  the  persons  suspected,  and 
finding  from  two  to  three  tons  of  bacon  took  from  four  of  them  3,385 
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pounds,  leaving  much,  for  want  of  transportation,  which  1  think  would 
properly  have  been  brought  away.  This  bacon,  with  22  horses  and 
mules  and  10  carts,  I  handed  over  to  Major  Bartholomew,  leaving  it  to 
his  judgment  to  return  any  of  the  horses  and  carts  to  persons  in  whose 
loyalty  he  had  confidence,  and  directing  him  to  see  that  quartermaster's 
receipts  for  the  property  taken  should  be  given  to  the  parties,  in  ordei 
that  if  they  could  rebut  the  testimony  with  regard  to  their  sympathy 
and  aid  for  the  rebel  cause  they  might  receive  payment  from  the  Gov 
ernment. 

On  Sunday  morning,  being  informed  by  the  captain  of  our  transport 
that  unless  we  started  then  he  would  be  obliged  to  lay  at  Plymouth  until 
coal  was  found  him,  and  my  rations  not  being  sufficient  for  over  two  days 
longer,  I  left  Plymouth  that  afternoon,  and  after  anchoring  at  Koauoko, 
for  coal,  arrived  here  on  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  February  10. 
Yours,  with  respect, 

FBANCIS  L.  LEE, 

Colonel,  Comdg.  Forty-fourth  Regt.  Mass.  Vol.  Militia. 
Oapt.  ANDREW  STEWART, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — Inclosed  please  find  instructions  received  from  headquarters 
relative  to  the  movement  above  stated. 

[Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  February  15,  1863. 
Approved  and  respectfully  forwarded. 

H.  W.  WESSELLS, 
Brigadier- General  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure.] 

HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  ISTH  A.  C., 

New  Berne,  January  31 ,  1863. 
Col.  FRANCIS  L.  LEE, 

Comdg.  Forty-fourth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia  : 

COLONEL  :  You  will  embark  your  command  to-morrow  morning  at 
7  o'clock  on  the  steamer  Northerner  and  proceed  directly  to  Plymouth, 
N.  C. 

The  Massasoit  will  be  at  the  wharf  at  the  foot  of  Middle  street  for 
tke  purpose  of  transferring  your  regiment  to  the  Northerner. 

Upon  your  arrival  at  that  place  you  will  assume  command  of  the 
post,  and  immediately  after  consultation  with  Captain  Flusser,  U.  S. 
Navy,  and  Major  Bartholomew,  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  Volun 
teers,  take  the  necessary  steps  to  drive  in  the  enemy's  pickets. 

It  is  reported  here  that  the  enemy  is  in  force  (about  1,000)  at  James- 
ville.  Should  you  find  this  report  corroborated  by  the  information  you 
may  receive  at  Plymouth,  you  will  advance  on  that  place  and  whip  the 
enemy ;  and  if  upon  consultation  with  the  above  officers  it  should  be 
deemed  advisable  you  are  authorized  to  advance  as  far  as  Williamston. 

It  is  necessary  that  the  advance  should  be  made  very  shortly  after 
your  arrival,  so  that  the  enemy  may  not  receive  information  of  your 
arrival  at  the  place,  and  you  are  therefore  advised  to  close  the  lines. 

Captain  Flusser,  U.  S.  Navy,  will  furnish  you  with  some  boat  howit 
zers  and  crews,  and  he,  as  well  as  Major  Bartholomew,  are  strongly  rec 
ommended  to  you  from  their  long  experience  at  the  post. 
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Much  of  course  musfc  be  left  to  your  own  discretion,  and  the  greatest 
confidence  is  placed  in  your  judgment  and  abilities.  The  general's  de 
sire  is  to  drive  the  enemy  back  and  prevent  their  annoying  our  forces 
at  Plymouth. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


FEBRUARY  2, 1863. — Destruction  of  Salt- Works  at  Wale's  Head,  Currituck 

Beach,  N.  C. 

Report  of  Capt.  Francis  E.  Porter,  Eighth  Massachusetts  Infantry. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Roanokc  Island,  February  5,  1863. 

CAPTAIN  :  Pursuant  to  information  received  from  you  in  your  com 
munication  of  December  29, 1862,  of  there  being  salt-works  im  operation 
on  Currituck  Beach,  I  on  the  2d  instant  went  with  a  force  of  90  men 
on  the  United  States  steamer  Halifax  and  succeeded  in  destroying  the 
same,  together  with  about  100  bushels  of  salt,  without  opposition.  These 
same  works  are  located  at  a  place  called  Wale's  Head  and  have  before 
been  destroyed  by  our  forces,  but  were  rebuilt  and  in  full  operation  and, 
1  should  say,  were  manufacturing  salt  at  the  rate  of  about  50  bushels 
per  day.  My  expedition  was  a  perfect  success. 

Trusting  my  actions  may  meet  your  approbation,  I  am,  captain,  re 
spectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  E.  PORTER, 
Captain,  Commanding  Post. 
Capt.  JOHN  F.  ANDERSON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  New  Berne,  N.  C. 


FEBRUARY  5,  1863.— Skirmish  near  Olive  Branch  Church,  Va. 
Report  of  Maj.  Christopher  Kleinz,  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

CAMP  MAGRUDER, 
Near  Williamsburg,  February  f>,  186;). 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  instruc 
tions  I  proceeded  this  morning  in  command  of  the  second  and  third 
squadrons,  numbering  in  all  156  men,  to.  make  a  reconnaissance  of  the 
country  as  far  as  Twelve  Mile  Ordinary.  Arriving  at  Fort  Magruder  1 
was  joined  by  26  men,  under  Lieutenant  Williamson,  and  iron!  thence 
to  William  and  Mary  College;  here  I  detached  the  third  squadron,  under 
Captain  Stetson,  with  orders  to  take  the  Jamestown  road  and  scout  that 
portion  of  the  country  around  by  Green  Spring  farm;  to  come  in  by 
(Vntre  ville,  and  send  me  word  as  to  his  arrival  down  to  the  junction  of 
the  Centreville  and  Richmond  roads,  where  I,  with  the  remaining  part 
of  my  force,  was  waiting. 

During  the  interval  1  sent  Lieutenant  Williamson  on  with  his  com 
mand  toward  York  River,  some  5  miles,  who  on  returning  reported  no 
sign  of  an  enemy.  On  receiving  word  of  Captain  Stetson's  arrival  at 
Centreville  I  marched  to  Six  Mile  Ordinary,  where  I  was  joined  by  Cap- 
taw  Stetson,  who  reported  no  traces  of  the  enemy  in  the  direction  from 
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which  he  came.  With  my  whole  force  I  now  proceeded  up  the  Rich 
mond  uoad  to  Mrs.  Pickettfs  gate,  where  the  advance  guard  came  on  the 
enemy's  pickets,  which  they  gallantly  drove  in,  capturing  1  prisoner 
(and  [who]  in  their  hasty  retreat  left  part  of  their  arms,  blankets,  and  a 
Virginia  dinner  at  Olive  Branch  Church,  where  their  reserve  of  8  men 
was  posted),  and  pursued  them  2  miles  beyond  Twelve  Mile  Ordinary. 
In  accordance  with  instructions  I  halted  my  main  force  at  the  Ordi 
nary,  and  finding  no  force  near,  and  from  information  received  believ 
ing  none  to  be  nearer  than  Diascund  Bridge,  I  returned  with  my  com 
mand  and  prisoners  to  camp. 

I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  KLEINZ, 

Major. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  LEWIS,  Comdg.  Fifth  Pa.  Cav. 


FEBRUARY  6-21,  1863.— Transfer  of  Ninth  Army  Corps  from  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  to  Newport  News,  Va. 

Itinerary  of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  William  F.  Smith,  U.  S. 
Army,  commanding,  February  6-28.* 

February  6. — In  accordance  with  orders  from  corps  headquarters  the 
Third  Division  struck  tents  on  the  Rappahannock  River,  near  Ealmouth, 
and  proceeded  by  cars  to  Aquia  Creek  and  thence  by  transports  to  Fort 
Monroe,  where  it  arrived  on  the  10th ;  thence  it  proceeded  to  Newport 
-News. 

February  9. — The  Second  Division  struck  tents  near  Falmoutli ;  took 
cars  for  Aquia  Creek,  and  transports  from  thence  to  Newport  News, 
where  it  arrived  on  the  llth.  The  artillery  of  this  division,  having  been 
Banded  at  Hampton  on  the  15th,  joined  at  Newport  News  on  the  21st. 

February  10. — The  First  Division  left  camp  on  the  Rappahannock  and 
proceeded  by  cars  and  transports  to  Newport  News. 


FEBRUARY  7,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Olive  Branch  Church,  Va. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Geii.  Erasmus  D.  Keyes,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fourth  Army  Corps. 

No.  2.  —Maj.  Christopher  Kleinz,  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

No.  :{.— Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Wise,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  4.— Col.  William  B.  Tabh,  Fifty-ninth  Virginia  Infantry. 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Erasmus  I).  Keyes,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fourth 

Army  Corps. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  CORPS, 

Yorktown,  February  8,  1863. 

GENERAL  :  A  squadron  of  tbe  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  which 
left  on  *i  reconnaissance  yesterday  afternoon,  encountered  a  force  of 

*  From  Corps  Return  for  February,  1863. 
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rebel  cavalry  and  infantry  at  Burnt  Ordinary,  about  25  miles  above 
here.  After  a  short  conflict  our  squadron  retired,  having  lost  several 
officers  and  men.  I  will  report  in  detail  as  soon  as  I  learn  the  facts. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major-General. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  Fort  Monroe. 


YORKTOWN,  February  9,  18G3. 

The  report  of  particulars  has  not  come  in.  I  would  rather  delay  a 
little  than  report  an  exaggerated  loss  before  the  stragglers  return. 
Eumor  now  places  it  about  23.  The  officer  in  command  exceeded  his 
instructions  by  going  to  Burnt  Ordinary  when  he  was  directed  to  go 
only  to  Six  Mile  Ordinary.  I  am  going  up  to  examine  in  person  before 
I  give  the  facts. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major- General. 
Major-General  Dix. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  CORPS, 

YorUoivn,  February  10, 1863. 

Lieut.  George  Smith  and  5  privates  reported  missing  in  the  recon 
naissance  of  the  7th  instant  have  come  in.  Lieutenant  Williamson  was 
killed  and  Captain  Hagemeister  and  Lieutenants  Beinmuller  and  Little 
were  taken  prisoners.  Five  rebel  deserters  have  just  come  in. 

Lee's  brigade  of  cavalry  is  reported,  on  pretty  good  authority,  to  be 
in  King  William  County,  opposite  the  White  House. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major- General. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Maj.  Christopher  Kleinz,  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

CAMP  OF  FIFTH  PENNSYLVANIA  CAVALRY, 

Near  Williamsburg,  February  8,  1863. 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report :  That  dur 
ing  your  absence  yesterday  from  the  regiment — the  command  having 
been  turned  over  to  me  by  you  before  leaving — three  deserters  from 
enemy  came  into  our  lines  and  delivered  themselves  to  our  pickets. 
They  stated  that  several  more  were  outside  who  desired  to  come  in,  but 
in  consequence  of  the  enemy  having  sent  out  patrols  for  the  purpose  of 
discovering  and  arresting  them  they  were  afraid  to  venture. 

Shortly  afterward  two  other  deserters  came  in  and  delivered  them 
selves  up,  and  who  corroborated  the  statement  of  the  others,  saying 
furthermore  that  16  of  their  men  likewise  disposed  were  at  Walker's 
Mill,  3  miles  beyond  and  to  the  right  of  our  pickets,  on  the  Richmond 
road ;  also  that  they  had  heard  of  20  of  their  own  men  patroling  in 
front  of  our  lines  and  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  in  search  of  de 
serters,  and  of  whom  the  men  at  Walker's  Mill  were  in  fear. 
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I  deemed  it  necessary  to  send  out  a  scout  to  ascertain  if  there  was 
any  truth  in  these  statements.  Accordingly  a  squadron,  composed  of 
Companies  L  and  M,  numbering  84  men,  and  commanded  by  Captain 
Faith,  was  sent  out  with  instructions  to  take  the  road  leading  to  Walker's 
Mill  to  the  right  at  the  Eichmond  road  picket  post,  and  from  Walker's 
Mill  to  proceed  to  Six  Mile  Ordinary,  and  then  return  to  camp  via  the 
Eichmoud  road ;  in  the  event  of  meeting  with  the  enemy's  patrol,  as 
previously  mentioned,  to  capture  them  if  possible. 

I  have  been  informed  that  Captain  Faith  proceeded  as  far  as  Six 
Mile  Ordinary  without  discovering  any  trace  of  the  enemy.  He  then 
ordered  his  advance  guard  to  proceed  300  or  400  yards  beyond,  on  the 
Eichmond  road,  and  halt.  This  the  advance  guard  proceeded  to  do, 
when  they  discovered  a  small  patrol  in  their  front.  The  lieutenant 
commanding  advance  guard  sent  back  to  Captain  Faith  for  orders. 
Captain  Faith,  in  violation  of  orders  received  from  me,  ordered  the 
lieutenant  to  charge  and  capture  them  if  possible,  and  that  he  would 
support  him. 

The  enemy  fled  on  the  approach  of  our  men,  and  after  being  pursued 
for  2  miles  they  took  a  road  leading  to  the  right,  our  advance  guard  in  hot 
pursuit.  At  this  point  Captain  Faith  threw  out  another  advance  guard, 
upon  the  direct  road,  endeavoring  to  cut  off  the  enemy's  retreat.  An 
other  body  of  rebels,  being  either  infantry  or  dismounted  cavalry,  and 
secluded  by  a  ravine  along  this  part  of  the  road,  allowed  our  advance  guard 
to  pass  them,  and  as  the  column  was  passing  poured  into  them  two  or 
three  volleys,  emptying  about  twenty  saddles.  At  the  same  time  a  small 
body  came  out  of  the  woods  and  charged  the  rear  of  the  column,  throw 
ing  our  main  body  into  confusion,  and  owing  to  the  unexpectedness  of 
this  fierce  attack  they  could  not  be  rallied  until  they  had  retreated  to 
Six  Mile  Ordinary,  a  distance  of  from  2  to  3  miles.  Here  they  rallied, 
charged,  and  dispersed  the  pursuing  enemy 5  but  in  consequence  of 
their  horses  being  completely  worn-out  they  were  unable  to  take  ad 
vantage  of  the  change  in  our  favor. 

The  number  missing  at  present  is  5  officers  and  33  men;  some  of  the 
latter  are  supposed  to  be  in  the  woods,  their  horses  having  been  shot 
and  disabled.  The  enemy's  loss,  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  appears  to  be 
5  killed  and  15  wounded. 

Immediately  on  hearing  the  firing  I  ordered  out  one  battalion  under 
Major  McCandless  to  support  Captain  Faith.    On  reaching  Williams- 
burg  they  met  the  retiring  party  and  there  halted  for  further  orders. 
In  the  mean  time  you  had  arrived  in  camp  and  resumed  command. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  KLEINZ, 

Major. 

Lieu  ten  ant- Colonel  LEWIS, 

Commanding  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

[Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  PENNSYLVANIA  CAVALRY, 

Yorktown,  February  9, 1863. 

Eespectfully  forwarded  to  Major-General  Dix,  commanding  depart 
ment. 

Captain  Faith,  who  commanded  the  scouting  party,  is  wounded  in 
the  face  and  speaks  with  difficulty. 

The  reconnaissance  was  not  conducted  properly,  and  was  in  violation 
of  my  general  instructions.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lewis,  commanding 


152  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  S.  E.  VIRGINIA.  [CHAP. 

Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  had  left  for  Yorktown  on  business  but  a 
short  time  before  the  party  was  sent  out  by  Major  Kleinz  in  consequence 
of  the  representations  of  the  deserters.  I  have  heretofore  regarded  Cap 
tain  Faith  as  an  enterprising  officer,  but  he  and  Major  Kleinz  have  in 
this  instance  both  allowed  themselves  to  be  deceived. 

Captain  Faith  was  led  into  an  ambush  at  a  point  near  Nine  Mile  Or- 
dinarv,  which  is  about  21  miles  from  Yorktown. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major-  General. 


No.  3. 
Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Wise,  C.  8.  Army. 

BRIGADE  HEADQUARTERS, 
Chaffin's  Farm,  Va.,  February  10,  1863 — 12  m. 

GENERAL  :  The  report  of  Col.  [William  B.]  Tabb,  [Fifty-ninth  Vir 
ginia  Infantry,]  is  fully  confirmed.  On  Saturday,  the  7th  instant,  at 
about  5  p.  m.,  the  enemy  advanced  in  force  (about  85  cavalry)  up  the 
Telegraph  road  and  approached  near  the  Olive  Branch  Church,  below 
the  Burnt  Ordinary.  Colonel  Tabb  had  about  100  infantry  and  about 
150  cavalry.  When  the  enemy  came  within  short  range  he  fired  one 
volley  of  infantry  and  charged  with  his  cavalry,  killing  some  7  or  8  and 
wounding  some  2  or  3,  which  were  captured,  and  capturing  35  prisoners, 
with  their  horses,  arms,  accouterments,  &c.,  and  pursuing  the  enemy 
down  to  the  Six  Mile  Ordinary,  and  there  firing  severely  into  them  and 
putting  them  to  rout.  Probably  their  wounded  who  escaped  amounted 
to  some  10  or  20  more.  Thus  the  colonel,  without  the  loss  or  injury  of 
a  man  or  horse,  succeeded  in  killing,  wounding,  and  capturing  some  50 
or  GO  of  the  enemy's  cavalry— from  a  fifth  to  a  fourth  of  his  whole  num 
ber.  I  send  to  you  35  prisoners,  among  whom  are  1  captain  and  2 
lieutenants.  One  lieutenant  was  killed.  These  men  are  chiefly  Ger 
mans,  of  the  rascally  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  who  destroyed  the 
records  of  Charles  City  County  and  who  burned  the  buildings,  library, 
&c.,  of  the  venerable  William  and  Mary  College.  I  trust  they  will  be 
dealt  with  accordingly. 

Accompanying  this  is  a  note  from  Colonel  Tabb.  I  have  approved 
of  his  request  to  retain  the  horses,  arms,  &c.,  for  his  cavalry.  They 
need  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  ELZEY,  Commanding,  &c. 


No.  4. 

Report  of  Col.  William  B.  Tabb,  Fifty-ninth  Virginia  Infantry. 

HEADQUARTERS, 

Diascund  Bridge,  Va.,  February  7,  1863. 

GENERAL  :  I  left  my  encampment  here  at  10  a.  m.  to-day  and  with  a 
detachment  of  six  companies  of  cavalry  and  four  of  infantry  (an  aggre 
gate  force  of  235)  moved  down  the  Telegraph  road  in  the  direction  of 
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Williamsburg.  At  Olive  Branch  Church,  1  mile  below  the  Burnt  Or 
dinary,  my  advance  guard  came  upon  a  detachment  of  tlte  enemy's  cav 
alry.  The  position  being  favorable  I  immediately  disposed  my  force  in 
ambush  and  awaited  their  approach.  When  they  had  come  within 
close  range  I  ordered  a  volley  of  musketry,  and  taking  advantage  of 
their  confusion  charged  them  with  my  cavalry.  They  were  easily 
routed.  The  pursuit  was  continued  as  far  as" the  Six  Mile  Ordinary. 

The  enemy  lost  7  killed,  2  wounded,  and  36  captured,  with  their 
horses,  arms,  and  equipments.  In  my  command  there  are  no  losses  or 
casualties  to  report. 

My  original  object  was  to  penetrate  the  enemy's  lines  and  gain  the 
rear  of  the  guard  force  in  Williamsburg.  My  intention  having  been 
discovered,  I  decided  to  abandon  it  for  the  present  and  returned  to  my 
intrenchments. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  TABB, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  A.  WISE,  Commanding,  &c. 

[Indorsement.] 

FEBRUARY  8,  [1863]— 7.30  p.  m. 

1  respectfully  forward  this  excellent  report  of  a  successful  skirmish 
with  the  enemy  without  the  least  loss.  Colonel  Tabb  deserves  more 
than  a  word  of  approval.*  May  I  not  send  another  battalion  to  re- 
enforce  him "? 

HENKY  A.  WISE. 


FEBRUARY  12-13, 1863. — Expedition  from  Batchelder's  Creek  and  skirmish 
(13th)  at  Sandy  Ridge,  H.  C. 

Reports  of  Col.  John  Richter  Jones,  Fifty- eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

HDQRS.  OUTPOSTS,  CAMP  FIFTY-EIGHTH  PA.  VOLS., 

Batchelder's  Creek,  February  14,  1863. 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  result  of  an  expedition  made  yes 
terday  and  the  night  before  in  order  to  ascertain  the  force  of  the  enemy 
on  my  front  and  also  to  abate  their  audacity. 

At  8  p.  m.  Thursday  evening  I  moved  my  effective  men,  leaving  this 
post  in  charge  of  those  not  capable  of  severe  duty  assisted  by  a  com 
pany  which  I  ordered  up  temporarily  from  the  railroad  crossing. 

At  Tuscarora  I  dispatched  Captain  Brown,  of  the  Fifty-eighth,  with 
two  companies,  to  move  on  the  Neuse  and  Dover  roads  and  scour  the 
country  near  the  Neuse  River,  and  also  to  co-operate  generally  with  my 
movement. 

At  "Jones'  Clearing,"  1  mile  short  of  Core -Creek,  I  dispatched  one. 
company  to  seize  the  railroad  bridge  at  the  creek  and  to  remain  there  in 
order  to  co-operate  with  me  when  necessary;  and  at  the  same  j^oint  I 
moved  by  a  road  crossing  the  railroad  southward-,  with  seven  companies. 
Under  guidance  of  an  intelligent  negro,  on  route  partly  over  wood-paths 
and  through  swamps,  I  reached  the  enemy's  position  on  Sandy  Kidge 
at  daybreak.  Unfortunately,  from  the  difficulty  of  the  route,  which  was 
almost  impracticable  even  to  infantry,  it  was  later  than!  contemplated, 
and  before  the  camp  was  completely  surrounded  the  enemy  was  alarmed, 

*  See  report  No.  3,  p.  152. 
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rushed  from  their  quarters  aud  opened  an  irregular  fire.  I  had  ordered 
my  men  to  capture  the  enemy  with  the  bayonet,  but  my  flank  companies 
and  some  of  the  others  fired  also  and  a  short  action  ensued.  When 
the  enemy  ran,  which  was  very  soon,  the  proximity  of  the  woods  and 
the  incompleteness  of  my  arrangements  saved  most  of  them,  but  we  cap 
tured  43,  of  whom  4  were  wounded,  and  in  addition  one  of  them  also  was 
killed  and  left  on  the  ground.  Providentially  none  of  my  men  were 
hurt,  though  for  a  time  the  enemy's  fire  was  sharp. 

After  burning  the  tents,  quarters,  &c.,  and  destroying  the  stores,  &c., 
I  returned  by  the  Dover  road.  Their  pickets  behind  Core  Creek  on  the 
railroad  and  other  roads  being  alarmed  made  their  escape.  Bridging 
Core  Creek  at  the  Dover  road  I  reached  my  camp  in  the  afternoon. 

Meanwhile  Captain  Brown,  with  his  two  companies  and  a  detachment 
of  Company  E,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  under  Captain  Jacobs,  whom 
I  had  previously  ordered  to  co-operate,  had  scoured  the  country  along 
the  Neuse,  discovering  a  body  of  the  enemy,  40  or  50  strong,  whom  they 
followed  briskly  but  were  unable  to  catch. 

The  enemy  at  Sandy  Eidge  were  Companies  C,  Captain  Davis,  and  D, 
Captain  Eobinson,  Eighth  North  Carolina,  and  are  reported  as  180  or 
200  strong.  The  party  pursued  by  Captains  Brown  and  Jacobs  was 
Captain  Avirett's  company. 

As  soon  as  an  inventory  of  the  arms  and  property  captured  can  be 
made  I  will  order  a  return  of  them  to  the  proper  department. 

As  a  general  result,  this  expedition  has  swept  away  the  enemy's  posts 
on  our  front  and  enables  us  to  occupy  without  opposition  the  line  of 
Core  Creek,  if  judged  expedient,  as  in  my  opinion  it  is.  In  the  march 
over  an  almost  impracticable  route,  the  distance  made  in  twenty  hours 
being  at  least  32  miles,  and  in  the  short  action  which  ensued  the  con 
duct  of  my  men  was  all  that  could  be  expected  from  soldiership  of  the 
highest  grade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  EICHTEE  JONES, 
Colonel  Fifty -eighth.  Commanding  Outposts. 

Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

If  not  already  ordered,  please  send  me  some  cars  to  transport  the 
prisoners  to  New  Berne. 

HDQRS.  OUTPOSTS,  CAMP  FIFTY-EIGHTH  PA.  VOLS., 

Batchelder's  CreeJc,  February  19,  1863. 

SIR :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  ordered  to  be  turned  in 
to  the  proper  department  captured  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  as  per 
the  annexed  inventory.  Also  that  I  have  on  hand  fourteen  captured 
shot-guns,  in  more  or  less  serviceable  condition,  or  injured,  which  not 
falling  under  the  classification  of  ordnance  as  known  to  the  service,  I 
propose  distributing  among  the  captors  as  a  reward  and  an  incitement, 
with  the  assent  of  headquarters,  of  course. 

Also  that  I  have  turned  into  the  proper  department  and  taken  a  re 
ceipt  therefor,  as  in  my  hands  for  the  public  service,  captured  horses, 
mules,  and  wagons,  as  per  inventory. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  EICHTEE  JONES, 
Colonel  Fifty-eighth,  Commanding  Outposts. 
Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General j  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 
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[Inclosnre.] 

Inventory  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  captured  from  the  Confederates  at  Sandy  Hill, 
N.  C.,  February  13,  1863,  by  Col.  J.  R.  Jones,  commanding  Fifty-eighth  Regiment  Penn 
sylvania  Volunteers. 


No. 

Description. 

Condition. 

Caliber  of 
gun. 

35 

69 

o 

United  States  muskets  Harper's  Ferry  and  Springfield 

Unserviceable             

.69 

j 

Belgian  rifle                  1...      t.     "*     .... 

Serviceable  -. 

.54 

1 

North  Carolina  rifle 

do 

°0 

•{ 

Serviceable 

3 

.  do.  . 

40 

do  

32 

do                          

1 

..  do   

2 

"Waist-belts 

do 

Waist-belt  plates 

The  above  is  a  correct  inventory  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores 
captured  as  above  stated. 

M.  J.  HADLEY, 
Acting  Ordnance  Sergeant  Fifty-eighth  Regt.  Pa.  Vols. 


FEBRUARY  13,  1863.—  Skirmish  near  Washington,  N.  C. 


No.  1.—  Lieut.  Col.  Luke  Lyman,  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  Infantry. 
NO>  2.—  Capt.  George  F.  Jocknick,  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Luke  Lyman,  Twenty  -seventh  Massachusetts  Infantry. 

HEADQUARTERS, 

Washington,  N.  C.,  February  16,  1863. 

DEAR  SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Friday  last,  13th,  the 
cavalry  company  stationed  at  this  post  crossed  the  bridge,  drove  in  the 
enemy's  vedettes,  surprised  their  picket  headquarters  (where  some  40 
cavalry  were  stationed),  and  captured  7  men  and  12  horses;  one  of  the 
men  was  dangerously  wounded  and  is  now  in  our  hospital.  The  horses 
I  turned  over  to  the  post  quartermaster  (a  poor  lot)  ;  the  saddles  were 
retained  by  the  cavalry  company.  The  prisoners  I  will  send  to  New 
Berne  by  the  first  opportunity,  unless  ordered  to  parole,  and  send  them 
out  the  lines  from  this  point.  They  belong  to  the  Sixty-second  Georgia 
State  Troops,  but  are  North  Carolinians.  If  you  wish  me  to  parole  them 
here  please  inform  me. 

Have  I  the  authority—  if  not,  will  you  give  it  to  me  —  to  appoint  a, 
board  of  appraisers  ?    The  surgeons  would  like  to  purchase  of  the  Gov 
ernment  one  or  two  of  the  captured  horses. 
"All  quiet  along  the  lines." 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LUKE  LYMAN, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  HOFFMAN,  A.  A.  O. 
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No.  2. 

Report  of  Capt.  George  F.  Jocknick,  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 

WASHINGTON,  K  0.,  February  14, 1863. 

COLONEL  :  The  monotony  of  the  daily  routine  of  military  duties  here 
for  the  last  few  weeks  has  at  last  been  interrupted  by  a  little  affair 
which  reflects  much  credit  on  all  concerned. 

Having  ascertained  that  the  enemy  kept  a  picket  station  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river,  some  3  or  4  miles  from  this  post,  and  were  in  the  habit 
of  pushing  their  vedettes  close  up  to  our  lines,  I  sent  yesterday  First 
Lieutenant  O'Brien  with  a  detachment  of  20  men  of  my  company  to  in 
tercept  them  and  thus  check  their  boldness  for  the  future. 

The  command  left  here  at  1  o'clock  p.  m.  yesterday,  and  returned  in 
less  tjian  two  hours  with  7  prisoners  and  the  following  amount  of  cap 
tured  property :  Twelve  horses,  12  saddles,  5  bridles,  8  Enfield  muskets, 
1  Harper's  Ferry  musket,  and  1  saber. 

Lieutenant  O'Brien  reports  that  after  proceeding  about  a  mile  the 
enemy's  vedettes  were  discovered  some  distance  in  advance,  when  he 
immediately  charged,  determined  to  overtake  them.  The  enemy  after 
firing  their  pieces  put  spurs  to  their  horses  and  retreated  up  the  Green 
ville  road  at  their  utmost  speed.  A  3-mile  race  was  the  result,  at  the 
termination  of  which  our  lieutenant  found  himself  with  only  a  small 
part  of  his  command  in  the  ver.y  nest  of  their  main  guard — a  troop  of 
some  30  or  40  mounted  and  dismounted  cavalry.  Our  men  in  the  rear, 
retarded  by  gullies  in  the  road,  were  pressing  up  rapidly.  But  so  com 
plete  was  the  surprise  that  the  enemy  at  once  broke  for  the  swamps, 
where  they  fired  volley  after  volley,  but  without  any  effect  whatever. 
Oue  of  the  prisoners  captured  is  mortally  wounded,  and  how  many  more 
were  left  on  the  field  cannot  be  ascertained. 

We  had  no  casualties  on  our  side  except  the  wounding  of  a  horse 
rode  by  First  Sergeant  Richards. 

Among  the  prisoners  is  a  color-sergeant  and  an  orderly-sergeant,  both 
very  intelligent  men.  The  latter  states  that  the  troops  engaged  be 
longed  to  the  Sixty-seventh  Georgia  Regiment,  being  a  detachment 
of  Captain  Thompson's  company,  *  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Holt. 
Our  men,  I  am  told,  all  behaved  well  and  are  much  pleased  that  we  at 
last  .have  been  able  to  retaliate  in  the  open  field  for  the  many  outrages 
committed  on  our  pickets  by  skulkers  in  the  swamps. 

The  horses  captured  are  of  pretty  good  breed,  but  in  a  miserable, 
worn-out  condition;  their  backs  covered  with  sores  and  ulcers.  I  shall 
turn  them  over  with  the  rest  of  the  property  to  the  quartermaster  at 
this  post. 

Respectfully  submitting  the  above  report,  T  fcave  the  honor  to  be, 
your  obedient  servant, 

G.  F.  JOCKNICK, 

Captain,  Comdg.  Company  I,  Third  New  'York  Cavalry. 

Col.  S.  H.  Mix, 

Comdg.  Third  New  Yorlc  Cavalry,  New  Berne,  N.  C. 

*  Company  E,  Sixty-second  Georgia. 
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MARCH  1-6,  1863. — Expedition  from  New  Berne  to  Swan  Quarter,  N.  C., 
and  skirmishes  (3d  and  4th)  near  Fairfield  and  Swan  Quarter. 

Report  of  Capt.  Colin  Richardson,  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 

NEW  BERNE,  N.  C.,  March  6, 1863. 

COLONEL  :  I  Lave  the  honor  to  report  that  I  left  this  place  Sunday, 
March  1,  at  5  p.  m.,  on  board  the  steamer  Escort  with  my  company  (F, 
Third  New  York  Cavalry)  and  the  first, howitzer  of  the  battery  attached 
to  the  same  regiment,  also  Company  G,  First  North  Carolina  Volun 
teers,  and  proceeded  to  Eose  Bay  Bridge,  not,  however,  without  a  great 
deal  of  delay  for  the  want  of  a  pilot,  as  there  was  no  one  on  either  of 
the  two  boats  who  was  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  place.  I  then 
ordered  Captain  Brinkerhoff  to  make  a  reconnaissance  with  his  boat 
North  State,  who  after  a  delay  of  four  hours  reported  that  he  had  found 
the  bridge.  I  ordered  the  scow  alongside  and  disembarked  the  infantry 
and  howitzer  and  a  portion  of  the  cavalry,  placing  Lieutenant  Joy  in 
command  until  my  arrival. 

On  arriving  with  the  balance  and  having  resumed  the  command  I 
ordered  a  small  guard  on  board  the  North  State,  with  orders  to  the 
captain  of  the  same  to  destroy  the  bridge;  I  in  the  mean  time  pro 
ceeded  along  the  north  side  of  the  lake  for  a  distance  of  about  5  miles. 
With  much  difficulty  and  delay  we  marched,  the  crossings  of  the  road 
having  been  torn  up  by  the  negroes,  under  the  orders  of  one  Henry 
Cradle  (whom  I  have  brought  back  a  prisoner),  and  having  a  protection 
from  Governer  Stauly.  I  encamped  for  the  night  at  the  cross-roads. 

Next  morning  at  daybreak  I  resumed  my  march,  encountering  and 
driving  in  the  enemy's  pickets.  About  3  miles  from  Fairfield  we  drove 
more  of  the  enemy,  and  on  arriving  at  the  place  I  found  it  nearly  de 
serted.  I  passed  on  about  2  miles  farther,  when  I  discovered  a  boat  on 
the  lake ;  hailed  it,  but  no  attention  was  paid  to  the  hail.  I  ordered 
Lieutenant  Burke  to  throw  a  shell  across  the  bow  of  the  boat,  which 
brought  it  to  shore.  I  found  in  the  boat  two  men  without  protections, 
whom  I  ordered  out  of  the  boat,  and  placed  in  it  a  squad  of  infantry 
under  charge  of  a  non-commissioned  officer,  to  sail  around  to  Lake  Land 
ing,  with  orders  to  save  the  bridge  if  possible,  I  then  moved  on  and 
encamped  for  the  night  9  miles  from  Lake  Landing. 

The  next  morning  (Wednesday)  I  resumed  the  march.  After  moving 
about  5  miles  I  was  fired  upon  by  guerrillas  from  some  houses  on  the 
right  of  the  road.  Our  men  drove  them  from  the  houses  into  the  woods. 
1  then  deployed  the  infantry  to  the  right  and  threw  out  cavalry  skir 
mishers  in  front  and  rear  and  covered  the  infantry  with  the  howitzer, 
shelling  the  woods  and  dispersing  the  enemy  in  all  directions.  Having 
rallied  my  command,  I  moved  on  toward  Lake  Lauding,  leaving  Lieu 
tenant  Morse,  with  a  party  of  cavalry,  to  burn  their  headquarters.  I 
proceeded  without  further  interruption  until  arriving  at  the  bridge, 
which  I  found  destroyed.  I  ordered  the  fences  to  be  torn  down  and 
used  to  rebuild  the  bridge.  I  then  moved  on  and  drove  in  mounted 
pickets  during  the  whole  march  from  Lake  Landing  to  within  about  H 
miles  of  Swan  Quarter,  when  I  was  attacked  from  the  swamp  on  the 
right  of  the  road  in  front  and  rear  by  about  80  guerrillas  and  ordered 
to  surrender.  A  deep  canal  about  8  feet  wide  ran  between  me  and  the 
attacking  party.  As  my  vedettes  were  passing,  the  guerrillas  fired  one 
shot.  Lieutenant  Benson  immediately  charged  with  the  first  platoon 
pf  cavalry  and  received  a  volley,  killing  3  of  rav  men.  an.d  wounding 
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the  lieutenant  and  several  others.  Six  horses  were  killed  and  many 
wounded.  I  ordered  the  infantry  to  deploy  into  the  woods  as  skir 
mishers,  not,  however,  without  some  difficulty,  and  ordered  Lieutenant 
Burke  to  unlimber  his  piece  and  give  the  enemy  a  few  rounds  of  can 
ister,  supported  by  the  second  platoon  of  cavalry.  Here  Lieutenant 
Burke  was  wounded  in  the  face,  breast,  and  hand.  The  remainder  of 
the  enemy  were  dispersed  and  fled,  having  sustained  a  loss  of  many  of 
their  number,  among  whom  was  their  captain  killed  and  a  lieutenant 
taken  prisoner.  After  having  my  killed  and  wounded  taken  care  of  and 
placed  in  wagons  and  carts  which  I  had  captured,  I  moved  on  to  Swan 
Quarter,  and  having  learned  that  a  force  of  250  or  300  guerrillas  was 
lying  in  ambush  about  3  miles  from  Swan  Quarter,  on  the  road  to  Eose 
Bay,  and  deeming  it  inexpedient  to  encounter  it  with  my  weakened 
force,  I  dispatched  Corporal  Kent,  Company  F,  Third  New  York  Cav 
alry,  and  3  men  to  sail  in  a  small  boat  to  the  gunboat  North  State,  or 
dering  Captain  Brinkerhoff  to  steam  around  to  Swan  Quarter  Landing. 
The  next  morning,  he  having  arrived,  I  embarked  on  board  the  steamer 
Escort,  which  had  accompanied  the  gunboat.  I  arrived  here  at  4  p.  m. 
to-day. 

I  beg  leave  to  make  honorable  mention  of  Luther  H.  Farnsworth,  Com 
pany  I,  Fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  who  accompanied  the  infantry. 
He  was  cool  and  courageous,  jumping  through  the  canal  and  taking  the 
extreme  right,  leading  the  platoon  of  infantry  into  the  fight;  also  Lieu 
tenant  Morse,  of  the  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  who  was  of  great  service 
in  the  rear,  returning  the  fire  of  the  enemy  with  effect  and  holding  them 
in  check. 

My  loss  is  as  follows:  Killed,  3  j  wounded,  2  lieutenants  (Benson  and 
Burke)  and  12  men  of  my  company  and  1  of  the  First  North  Carolina 
Volunteers.    One  sergeant  of  my  company  has  since  died  of  his  wounds. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  yours, 

COLIN  EICHAEDSON, 
Capt.  Company  F,  Third  New  York  Cav.,  Comdg.  Expedition. 

Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


MARCH  6-8, 1863. — Demonstration  on  Kinston,  N.  C.,  including  skirmishes 
(7th)  at  Core  Creek  and  near  Dover. 

RJEIPORTS.* 

No.  1. — Col.  Josiah  Pickett,  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  Infantry. 

No.  2. — Col.  J.  Richter  Jones,  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

No.  3. — Capt.  Ferris  Jacobs,  jr.,  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 

No.  4.— Capt.  James  R.  Chamberlin,  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 

No.  5.— Brig.  Gen.  Junius  Daniel,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Kinston. 

No.  1. 
Report  of  Col.  Josiah  PicJcett,  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  Infantry. 

HDQRS.  TWENTY-FIFTH  BEGT.  MASSACHUSETTS  VOLS., 

Camp  Oliver,  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  12,  1863. 
COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  iu  compliance  with  orders 
issued  by  you  on  the  5th  instant  I  proceeded  with  my  command  on  the 

*  See  also  Capt.  David  A.  Taylor's  report,  p.  170. 
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Gth  to  the  forks  of  the  Trenton  and  Kinstou  roads,  17  miles  distant  from 
this  place. 

We  reached  our  destination  about  4  p.  in.  I  immediately  secreted 
my  force  from  the  observation  of  the  enemy,  between  Jumping  Bun 
iind  Nethercutt's,  my  purpose  being  to  make  a  demonstration  on  their 
outposts  during  the  night.  The  expedition,  consisting  of  three  com 
panies  of  infantry,  under  command  of  Captain  Denny,  with  Captains 
Jacobs'  and  Chamberlin's  companies  of  the  Third  New  York  Cavalry, 
left  our  bivouac  at  midnight,  proceeding  rapidly  up  the  Kinston  road 
a  distance  of  4  miles.  The  cavalry,  leading  the  advance,  encountered 
and  were  fired  upon  by  the  rebel  pickets.  They  immediately  made  a 
most  gallant  charge  of  over  a  mile,  the  infantry  following  at  double- 
quick,  reaching  Jones'  house  (their  reserve  picket  post).  Captain 
Jacobs  succeeded  in  capturing  two  of  the  enemy's  scouts,  and  in  so 
doing  was  fired  upon  from  an  ambush,  seriously  wounding  a  sergeant 
and  private  of  his  company. 

Ascertaining  that  their  camp  was  alarmed,  Captain  Benny  ordered 
the  infantry  in  the  advance  and  pushed  on,  receiving  and  returning 
their  fire  from  various  points.  When  within  a  short  distance  of  their 
camp  the  infantry  were  deployed  as  skirmishers  on  each  side  of  the 
road.  The  line  moved  up  speedily,  passing  the  barricade  of  trees,  and 
when  within  a  few  rods  of  the  rebels  (intrenched  by  another  barricade) 
received  a  heavy  volley  of  musketry ;  this  was  returned,  and  after  a 
sharp  skirmish  the  rebels  were  routed  and  pursued  for  some  distance, 
but  escaped  into  the  woods. 

Pursuit  being  useless,  and  perhaps  under  the  circumstances  impru 
dent,  Captain  Denny  ordered  his  men  to  return — burned  their  camp, 
destroying  twelve  tents,  several  log  barracks,  a  large  number  of  new 
knapsacks,  arms,  equipments,  blankets,  several  boxes  of  new  clothing, 
and  in  fact  everything  left  by  the  rebels  in  their  hasty  departure. 

Owing  to  their  superior  speed  only  5  prisoners  were  taken,  whom  I 
forwarded  under  guard  to  headquarters.  The  force  reported  back  to 
our  bivouac  with  no  loss,  and  only  2  wounded,  at  6  a.  in.,  having  marched 
a  distance  of  16  miles  and  within  12  miles  of  Kinston.  From  muster- 
rolls  found  in  the  enemy's  camp  their  force  was  estimated  at  190  effect 
ive  men.  Ours  numbered  130  infantry  (which  was  the  only  force  en 
gaged  after  leaving  Jones'  house)  and  80  cavalry. 

I  desire  to  acknowledge  the  gallantry,  bravery,  and  endurance  of 
both  officers  and  men  engaged  in  the  affair.  Considering  their  fatiguing 
march  of  the  previous  day,  to  march  8  miles  after  midnight,  whip  the 
rebels  handsomely,  and  return  by  daybreak,  very  much  credit  is  due 
them.  Captain  Denny  is  entitled  to  great  praise  for  the  able  manner 
in  which  he  conducted  the  expedi&on.  The  Third  New  York  Cavalry 
sustained  its  brilliant  reputation.  To  Captains  Jacobs  and  Chamber- 
lin  I  am  under  great  obligation  for  their  valuable  co-operation  and 
assistance.  They  left  us  on  the  morning  of  the  7th.  During  our  stay 
at  Nether  cutt's  scouting  parties  were  sent  out  occasionally  to  observe 
the  movements  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th,  Captain  O'Neil  discovered  them  in  Tren 
ton  and  exchanged  shots  across  the  river.  Captain  Harrington,  from 
a  reconnaissance  on  the  Kinston  road,  returned  with  the  intelligence 
that  a  large  body  of  rebel  cavalry  had  approached  to  within  1  mile  of 
our  pickets  during  the  night.  Receiving  orders  from  you  at  10  a.  m. 
on  the  8th  to  fall  back  to  a  more  defensible  position,  I  retired  to  the 
forks  of  the  Trenton  and  Pollocksville  roads,  remaining  there  until  the 
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10th  at  2  p.  m.,  when,  by  your  orders,  I  returned  to  New  Berne,  leaving 
the  four  companies,  under  Captain  Denny,  in  their  former  position,  near 
Deep  Gully. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSIAH  PICKETT, 
Colonel  Twenty-fifth  Regt.  Massachusetts  ^7olunteers. 

Col.  HORACE  C.  LEE, 

Comdg.  Second  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  2. 
Reports  of  Col.  J.  Rlchter  Jones,  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

HDQRS.  OUTPOSTS,  CAMP  FIFTY-EIGHTH  PA.  VOLS., 

•      March  8,  1863. 

SIR  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  conformably  to  instructions  1 
made  a  movement  in  connection  with  the  general  reconnaissance,  but 
as  the  orders  were  not  received  in  time,  not  in  fact  until  the  7th,  1  was 
unable  to  operate  in  exact  connection. 

I  left  my  camp  at  8  o'clock  the  evening  of  the  6th  (Friday)  with  the 
efficient  men  of  the  Fifty-eighth  (about  500)  and  reached  the  neigh 
borhood  of  Core  Creek  about  2  a.  m.  of  the  7th,  having  also  ordered 
a  small  detachment  of  Company  II,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  to  fol 
low.  Ascertaining  that  the  line  of  the  creek — relinquished  after  my 
expedition  to  Sandy  Bidge — was  again  occupied  by  the  enemy,  I  en 
deavored  to  cross  at  some  unobserved  point,  but  owing  to  the  darkness 
of  the  woods  and  the  depth  of  water  in  the  swamps  was  unable.  Be 
ing  obliged  to  force  a  passage,  I  did  so  at  the  Dover  road,  just  before 
daylight,  by  opening  a  heavy  fire  on  the  crest  of  the  breastwork 
which  defended  the  crossing,  while  a  party  rushed  over  the  single 
string-piece,  a  round  log,  which  remained  on  the  bridge.  The  enemy 
(ired  sharply  at  first,  but  their  fire  was  soon  silenced,  when  they  cried 
out  that  they  surrendered,  but  on  the  consequent  cessation  of  our  fire 
they  took  the  opportunity  t6  retire  under  cover  of  the  darkness  before 
my  men  could  reach  their  works. 

I  then  rebuilt  the  bridge,  which  detained  me  until  full  daylight,  and 
leaving  a  company  in  charge  of  it  I  moved  forward,  but  the  various 
posts  of  the  enemy  had  been  put  on  the  alert  by  the  firing,  and  the 
alarm  had  been  propagated,  perhaps,  to  Kinstoii  by  signal-rockets  sent 
up  immediately  afterward. 

About  a  mile  beyond  the  creek  my  advance  was  fired  on  from  a 
swampy  thicket  and  woods  flanking  the  road  on  both  sides,  and  as  the 
enemy  stuck  closely  to  cover  it  cost  my  skirmishers  time  and  labor  to 
dislodge  them.  In  my  subsequent  advance  at  the  forks  of  the  Dover 
and  «the  railroad  depot  roads  I  captured  a  camp  recently  and  suddenly 
abandoned,  apparently  by  two  companies,  containing  rough  shelter, 
blankets,  knapsacks,  spare  clothing,  &c.,  the  blankets,  &c.,  being  good 
and  new ;  but  I  could  find  no  enemy  in  force,  and  being  informed  by  the 
negroes  that  they  knew  of  none  nearer  than  Bouse  farm,  12  miles  from 
the  creek,  and  the  driving  of  fugitives  from  thickets  and  swamps  with 
out  definite  object  being  useless  labor,  I  concluded  to  return. 

From  the  marks  on  the  captured  property  the  enemy  whom  I  encoun 
tered  belong  to  the  Forty-third  North  Carolina  and  the  ISixty-thinJ  North 
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Carolina  Cavalry,  but  what  numbers  of  either  regiment  were  in  front 
did  not  appear,  the  enemy  keeping  closely  under  cover  and  the  country 
being  thickly  wooded.  They  are  a  different  class  of  troops  from  those 
I  have  hitherto  met,  contesting-  successively  every  strong  position  and 
giving  way  only  to  my  superior  numbers.  Their  arms  are  also  different, 
being,  from  the  whistle  of  the  bullets,  the  Minie  or  others  of  similar  tone. 

From  the  information  of  negroes  it  would  seem  that  some  general  offi 
cer  (General  French,  some  of  them  say)  visited  their  posts  on  Wednes 
day  last,  ordered  the  line  of  Core  Creek  to  be  reoccupied,  and  brought 
re-enforcements.  Also  yesterday,  while  I  was  on  my  return,  the  whistle 
of  a  locomotive  was  heard  some  distance  up  the  railroad  toward  Kinston, 
and  on  the  supposition  that  fresh  troops  might  be  brought  up  I  took  a 
strong  position  and  awaited  a  couple  of  hours,  but  no  show  of  increase 
of  force  being  made  I  resumed  my  march. 

On  the  whole,  my  movement  effected  nothing  beyond  driving  back 
some  of  the  enemy's  posts  and  accustoming  our  men  to  la  petite  guerre. 
As  to  capturing  their  men,  that  will  be  difficult  while  they  hold  the  line 
of  Core  Creek  and  impose  on  us  the  necessity  of  forcing  a  passage  every 
time  we  cross. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BICHTEK  JONES, 
Colonel  Fifty  eighth  Pennsylvania  Vols.,  Comdg.  Outposts. 

Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 


HDQRS.  OUTPOSTS,  CAMP  FIFTY-EIGHTH  PA.  Voi,s., 

March  10,  1863. 

SIR  :  In  reference  to  the  surrender  of  the  enemy's  picket  in  the  breast 
work  on  the  Dover  road  beyond  Core  Creek  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
the  following  facts : 

As  soon  as  the  sentinel  at  the  enemy's  works  fired  I  opened  a  rapid 
fire  from  the  two  companies  which  had  been  previously  placed  under 
cover  along  the  near  bank  of  the  creek.  Our  fire  was  answered  imme 
diately  by  about  twenty  pieces,  and  for  a  few  minutes  there  was  a  brisk 
exchange  of  shots.  Then  the  enemy's  fire  suddenly  ceased.  Standing 
a  few  yards  from  the  bridge,  which  my  storming  party  was  endeavoring 
to  cross,  I  heard  my  officers  on  the  right  and  left  give  the  command, 
u Cease  firing;  they've  surrendered,"  and  our  fire  almost  immediately 
ceased.  On  inquiry  afterward  I  was  informed  by  officers  and  non-com 
missioned  officers  that  they  distinctly  heard  from  the  enemy's  side  of 
the  creek  the  words,  "  We  surrender;  don't  fire,"  several  times  repeated. 
It  was  very  dark  at  the  time  and  the  passage  of  the  bridge  on  the  single 
remaining  string-piece  difficult,  so  that  it  cost  my  men  some  time  to 
cross  and  form  beyond  the  creek,  and  when  they  entered  the  enemy's 
works  they  were  empty.  As  the  ground  rises  rapidly  to  the  rear  of  the 
breastwork  it  would  have  been  hazardous  to  leave  them  if  our  fire  had 
not  ceased,  and  I  attribute  the  escape  of  the  picket  to  the  cessation  of 
our  fire,  consequent  on  the  supposition  of  the  surrender. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  EICHTEK  JONES, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Outposts, 
Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General ,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps, 
11  R  R — VOL  xvni 
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No.  3. 
Report  of  Capt.  Ferris  Jacobs,  jr.j  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 

BED  HOUSE,  March  7,  18C3. 
Col.  J.  KICHTER  JONES, 

Commanding  Outposts  : 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  pursuant  to  your  per 
mission  I  proceeded  yesterday  with  my  own  and  Captain  Chamberlin's 
company  up  the  Trent  road,  joined  Colonel  Pickett,  Twenty-fifth  Mas- 
cliusetts,  encamped  at  a  concealed  point  near  Nethercutt's,  and  at  12 
o'clock  at  night  marched  with  the  two  companies  cavalry,  and  three 
companies  infantry  furnished  by  Colonel  Pickett,  to  the  Kinstou  forks 
(4  miles  beyond  Nethercutt's),  the  cavalry  keeping  pace  with  the  iu- 
iantry. 

On  the  knoll  immediately  beyond  the  Kinstoii  forks  my  advance  ve 
dettes  were  fired  upon,  whereupon  I  set  the  whole  cavalry  column  in 
motion,  charging  at  full  speed  up  the  Kinston  road  with  the  intention 
of  capturing  the  reserve  picket  station  of  about  30  men.  Not  finding 
them  at  the  place  specified  I  continued  the  charge,  without  halting,  to 
the  house  of  one  Jones,  being  about  3  miles  from  the  place  where  we 
met  the  first  picket.  The  infantry  followed  at  double-quick  and  in  a 
few  minutes  joined  me. 

At  this  place  it  was  ascertained  that  we  were  within  1  mile  of  the 
enemy's  camp,  which  wras  near  the  house  of  one  Green.  After  a  mo 
ment's  consultation  the  line  of  march  was  again  taken  up,  with  cavalry 
in  advance.  At  this  moment,  and  while  I  was  giving  instructions  to 
the  vedettes,  two  mounted  men  approached,  and  upon  being  appre 
hended  purported  to  have  been  sent  out  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the 
disturbance.  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  farther,  on  encountered  a  party 
of  six  infantry,  who  surrendered,  and  while  the  sergeant  (Hosier)  in 
charge  of  the  advance  was  receiving  their  arms,  four  of  them  fired  upon 
him,  wounding  him  severely  in  the  hip  and  1  man  in  the  arm.  Four  of 
six  escaped.  At  this  point  I  drew  in  the  cavalry,  threw  out  lines  of 
skirmishers  upon  the  flanks,  and  advancing  quickly  upon  their  camp 
received  a  severe  fire  from  their  barricaded  camp  in  the  direction  of 
the  skirmishers. 

The  skirmishers  escaped  by  falling  to  the  ground  and  covering  them 
selves  in  a  ditch  a  few  rods  in  front  of  the  enemy's  breastwork  of  trees. 
Captain  Denny,  in  command  of  the  infantry,  then  pushed  forward  in 
fine  style  and  after  a  few  minutes'  sharp  firing  entered  the  camp,  the 
enemy  escaping  in  a  sort  of  chaparral  so  dense  that  a  footman  unop 
posed  could  barely  have  passed  through. 

The  infantry  companies  under  Captain  Denny  behaved  exceedingly 
well.  The  enemy  in  their  haste  had  left  everything,  even  their  knap 
sacks  (which  were  new,  having  been  issued  to  them  three  days  pre 
vious),  and  15  or  20  Enfield  rifles  which  they  had  just  received. 

There  were  two  streets  of  tents,  about  ten  in  each,  and  two  officers' 
tents,  and  a  commissary  tent  in  addition.  In  short,  they  abandoned 
everything.  After  an  examination  of  a  few  minutes  I  ordered  the  camp 
and  its  contents  burned,  which  was  done,  producing  quite  a  smart  ex 
plosion  of  fire-arms,  which  had  been  concealed  or  overlooked. 

Only  one  prisoner  was  captured  here.  The  camp  was  exceedingly 
strong  by  natural  position  and  artificial  defenses,  and  could  have  been 
held  by  the  same  number  of  resolute  men  for  hours  against  an  army 
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without  artillery.  There  were  two  companies  of  the  Forty -fifth  North 
Carolina,  commanded  by  Captains  Kankin  and  Scales,  and  both  were 
said  by  the  prisoners  to  have  been  in  charge  of  a  major. 

After  the  destruction  of  the  camp  I  moved  back  to  the  house  pre 
viously  occupied  as  a  reserve  picket  station,  but  since  the  late  desertion 
the  station  had  been  removed  to  the  woods  near  by,  where  a  large  picket- 
fire  was  burning  when  we  advanced.  The  enemy  had  between  their  camp 
and  the  outpost  from  which  we  were  fired  upon  40  men  on  duty  each 
day,  all  of  whom,  with  the  exception  of  the  outpost  vedette,  were  driven 
in,  and  escaped  us  without  firing  a  shot  or  in  any  way  alarming  the 
main  body.  The  reserve  picket-station  house  was  burned. 

Keached  the  camp  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts,  at  Nethercutt's, 
at  daybreak.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  cavalry  detachment  be 
haved  with  more  than  the  usual  spirit  and  promptitude. 

The  affair  is  of  but  little  importance  except  for  the  information  gained 
or  confirmed.  It  is  also  worthy  of  mention,  perhaps,  that  the  movement 
penetrated  farther  into  the  enemy's  country  in  that  direction  than  any 
other  reconnaissance  with  exception  of  General  Foster's  advance  on 
Goldsborough. 

Trusting  that  you  will  pardon  the  particularity  and  diffusiveness  of 
this  report,  I  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  JACOBS,  JR., 
Captain,  Commanding  Detachment. 

[Appendix.] 

COLONEL:  I  should  have  mentioned  in  the  body  of  my  report  that 
the  success  of  the  movement  mainly  depended  upon  the  accuracy  of  the 
information  derived  by  Captain  Chamberlin  from  the  late  deserters  and 
other  sources,  and  that  it  was  upon  Captain  Chamberlin's  suggestion 
that  the  attempt  was  made. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

F.  JACOBS,  JR. 

[Indorsement.] 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  Captain  Jacobs'  report  of  his  spirited 
movement,  made  under  my  authorization  in  connection  with  the  gen 
eral  movement. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  BICHTER  JOKES, 

Commanding  Out/posts. 


No.  4. 
Report  of  Capt.  James  R.  Ghamberlin,  Third  New  YorJc  Cavalry. 

HDQRS.  COMPANY  A,  THIRD  NEW  YORK  CAVALRY, 

Trent  Road,  N.  0.,  March  10,  1863. 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 
From  information  which  I  deem  reliable  I  ascertained  there  were  two 
companies  of  infantry  (picked  men),  belonging  to  the  Forty-fifth  North 
Carolina  Eegiment,  encamped  on  the  Kinston  road  some  12  miles  this 
side  of  Kinston,  and  I  determined  to  surprise  them. 

After  making  a  map  of  the  country,  with  which  I  was  somewhat 
familiar,  I  opened  my  plan  to  Capt.  F.  Jacobs,  jr.,  Company  E,  Third 
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New  York  Cavalry,  and  proposed  that  we  unite  our  two  companies  (A 
and  E)  and  make  an  attempt  on  the  rebel  camp,  to  which  he  acceded. 
We  accordingly  provided  our  command  with  two  days'  rations,  and  left 
camp  at  noon  on  March  7,  our  whole  command  numbering  102  men,  all 
told,  Company  A  furnishing  48  and  Company  E  54  men. 

At  Major  Nethercutt's  (secesh)  house  we  came  across  the  Twenty-fifth 
Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  commanded  by  Col.  J.  Pickett, 
which  was  acting  as  a  corps  of  observation  at  that  point.  We  biv 
ouacked  with  them  for  a  few  hours.  From  a  contraband  whom  I  picked 
up  I  learned  that  the  enemy  had  changed  their  camp  and  had  received 
additional  re-enforcements.  Upon  consultation  with  Captain  Jacobs  we 
determined  to  ask  of  Colonel  Pickett  two  companies  of  infantry,  and  he 
very  kindly  assigned  us  three  companies  (A,  C,  and  K),  commanded  by 
Captain  Denny,  Company  K,  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  Eegiment, 
numbering  about  130  men. 

With  this  additional  force  we  left  Nethercutt's  house  at  12  o'clock 
that  night.  Upon  reaching  the  Trenton  Cross-Eoads,  a  distance  of  4 
miles,  we  halted  for  the  infantry  to  close  up  and  then  made  our  prepa 
rations  for  the  attack,  for  it  was  only  some  one-fourth  of  a  mile  beyond 
this  point  that  we  expected  to  meet  their  first  picket,  and  our  plan  was, 
after  drawing  his  fire,  the  cavalry  was  to  commence  a  charge  at  once 
and  endeavor  to  capture  their  reserve  picket  station  of  25  men,  said  to 
be  some  half  a  mile  beyond.  We  placed  some  of  our  fleetest  horses 
with  the  advance  guard,  which  was  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Gibbs, 
of  Company  E,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  and  after  allowing  a  few  mo 
ments  of  rest  the  column  was  again  put  in  motion.  Slowly  and  silently 
we  moved  along,  every  man  intent  on  doing  his  duty,  and  determined 
not  to  be  outdone  by  another.  Presently  we  saw  a  flash,  and  then  the 
sharp,  shrill  report  of  the  rebel  picket's  rifle,  with  his  ball  whistling 
over  the  heads,  unharmed,  of  our  entire  column.  Hardly  had  the  flash 
died  away  when  the  command  "charge"  was  given,  and  instantane 
ously  the  whole  column  started  like  one  man.  On  we  flew,  like  the 
wind,  the  ground  fairly  quaking  beneath  our  feet.  The  picket  station 
reached,  but  not  a  rebel  was  found — they  had  heard  the  alarm  and  fled 
like  thieves  in  the  night.  On  we  dashed  to  Hoble's  house,  a  mile  be 
yond,  and  again  to  Jones'  house,  still  another  mile,  but  found  nothing. 
So  impetuous  had  been  our  charge  that  we  had  completely  cut  through 
and  cut  off  their  advance  guard,  which  I  afterward  learned  was  com 
posed  of  40  men. 

While  waiting  here  for  the  infantry  to  come  up,  which  were  to  follow 
us  at  double-quick,  and  while  Captain  Jacobs  was  giving  some  instruc 
tions  to  the  advance  guard,  up  rode  two  rebel  cavalrymen,  evidently  mis 
taking  us  for  friends,  and  inquired,  "  What's  the  matter  below  f  "  Before 
these  words  had  hardly  left  their  lips  several  of  Colt's  "Love  me  quicks" 
were  presented  to  their  heads  and  they  were  "gobbled."  One  of  them, 
in  utter  astonishment,  remarked,  "  That's  another  damned  Yankee 
trick."  We  learned  from  our  prisoners  that  the  rebel  camp  was  about 
1J  miles  beyond,  but  nothing  definite  as  to  its  situation.  After  the  in 
fantry  had  arrived  we  determined  to  attack  them  with  our  combined 
force.  Accordingly,  Companies  A  and  C,  of  the  infantry,  were  placed 
in  rear  of  our  advanced  guard,  followed  by  the  cavalry,  while  Captain 
Denny's  company  (K)  was  held  in  reserve,  and  in  this  order  all  again 
pressed  forward.  We  had  gone  but  a  short  distance  when  our  advance 
guard  met  six  rebel  infantrymen,  who  had  been  sent  out  to  ascertain  what 
had  become  of  their  two  mounted  men.  They  all  immediately  surren 
dered,  and  while  the  two  first  were  in  the  act  of  giving  up  their  arms  their 
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comrades  jumped  into  the  woods  and  fired,  wounding  Sergeant  Hosier 
and  Private  Morenus,  of  Company  E,  Third  New  York  Cavalry.  The 
infantry  were  then  thrown  out  on  the  flanks  as  skirmishers,  while  the 
cavalry  kept  in  the  road.  In  a  very  few  minutes  we  met  the  enemy's  line 
of  skirmishers  and  a  brisk  fire  commenced.  We  adopted  the  u  drop 
game"  on  them — that  is,  we  fell  down  immediately  after  firing,  loading 
our  pieces  on  the  ground  5  and  after  drawing  their  fire,  which  invariably 
passed  over  our  heads,  we  would  up  and  charge  them 'again.  In  this 
manner  Ave  kept  gradually  pressing  forward  and  soon  reached  their 
camp,  which  we  found  strongly  barricaded  on  three  sides.  The  rebels 
here  attempted  to  make  a  final  stand,  but  it  was  of  short  duration,  for 
we  carried  their  works  by  storm,  they  retreating  in  hot  haste  toward 
Kinstou.  In  their  camp  we  found  several  fine  tents  and  any  quantity  of 
clothing,  camp  and  garrison  stores,  arms  and  accoutermeuts,  and  sev 
eral  packages  (sent  by  express),  containing  coffee,  tea,  sugar,  ham.  and 
other  delicacies  of  camp  life,  evidently  showing  that  some  of  our  ciaim- 
ing-to-be  Union  friends  within  our  lines  not  only  sympathized  with  bat 
contributed  to  our  enemies.  We  hastily  gathered  everything  together 
and  burned  all,  together  with  their  camp,  to  the  ground. 

Not  deeming  it  safe  to  remain  long  in  such  close  proximity  to  Kistonn 
with  such  a  small  force  we  commenced  our  homeward  inarch,  reaching 
camp  at  daylight,  having  marched  1C  miles  and  done  our  fighting  in 
six  hours,  our  entire  casualties  being  the  sergeant  and  private  of  Com 
pany  E,  as  before  mentioned. 

I  must  not  omit  to  say  that  both  officers  and  men  behaved  themselves 
with  great  credit  to  their  country,  and  never  have  I  seen  men  fight  with 
more  determination  or  bravery. 

We  took  5  prisoners.  Of  the  loss  of  the  enemy  I  had  no  means  of 
ascertaining,  as  the  night  was  quite  dark  and  we  had  no  time  to  look 
after  bereaved  friends. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  E.  CHAMBERLIN, 
Captain,  Comity.  Company  A,  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  Col.  GEORGE  W.  LEWIS, 

Commanding  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 


No.  5. 
Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Junius  Daniel ',  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  at  Kinston. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Kinston,  N.  0.,  March  10, 18G3. 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of 
yesterday. 

In  the  different  skirmishes  with  the  enemy  on  Saturday  there  were  two 
infantry  lost,  supposed  to  be  captured.  I  have  since  learned  that  there 
are  two  couriers  missing,  supposed  to  be  captured.  Major  Winston  lost 
a  few  tent-flies  and  a  few  blankets.  I  have  learned  from  citizens  that 
the  enemy  buried  -  -  men  on  their  retreat  on  the  lower  Trent  road 
and  that  they  had  others  wounded.  On  the  Dover  road  citizens  say 
there  were  several  killed  and  some  wounded.  These  reports  come  from 
citizens  below  and  I  think  are  reliable. 

I  would  have  made  these  statements  sooner  but  my  pickets  are  so  far 
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apart  and  on  so  many  roads  that  I  could  not  have  done  so  sooner.  I 
forgot  to  mention  that  one  of  my  men  deserted  and  made  known  to  the 
enemy  my  signals,  and  it  was  in  this  way  that  they  got  upon  the  two 
infantrymen.  Nothing  of  the  enemy  this  morning.  Generals  Robert 
son  and  Pettigrew  are  here. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JUNIUS  DANIEL, 

Brigadier-  General. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Commanding,  Goldsborough,  N.  C. 


MARCH  6-10,  1863.  —  Expedition  from  New  Berne  to  Trenton,  Pollocksville, 
Young's  Cross-Roads,  and  Swansborough,  N".  C. 


No.  1.  —  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Prince,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Expedition. 

No.  2.—  Capt.  David  A.  Taylor,  Third  New  York  Light  Artillery,  Chief  Signal  Officer, 

of  operations  March  5-15. 
No.  3.  —  Lieut.  Joseph  Fricker,  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Infantry,  Acting  Signal 

Officer,  of  operations  March  5-15. 
No.  4.  —  Snrg.  Pitkin  B.  Rice,  One  hundred  and  thirty-second  New  York  Infantry, 

Chief  Medical  Officer. 
No.  5.  —  Lieut.  Francis  U.  Farquhar,  U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers,  Chief  Engineer  Eight 

eenth  Army  Corps. 

No.  G.  —  Col.  Silas  P.  Richmond,  Third  Massachusetts  Infantry. 
No.  7.—  Col.  Augustus  B.  R.  Sprague,  Fifty-first  Massachusetts  Infantry. 
No.  8.  —  Lieut.  Col.  George  W.  Lewis,  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 
No.  9.  —  Maj.  Jeptha  Garrard,  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 
Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Prince,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Expedition. 

HDQKS.  FIFTH  DIVISION,  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  11,  1803. 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  reconnaissance  in 
force,  which  I  was  directed  to  make  by  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant, 
was  completed  last  evening  by  the  return  to  New  Berne  and  distribution 
to  former  quarters  and  commands  of  all  the  parts  of  my  column.  The 
instructions  I  received  have  been  entirely  carried  out  and  the  objects 
of  the  expedition  fully  accomplished. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  the  most  admirable  spirit  was  mani 
fested  by  every  portion  of  the  command.  The  desire  to  carry  out  the 
views  of  the  Government,  as  made  known  through  orders  from  time  to 
time,  was  made  strikingly  apparent  in  all  ranks,  as  was  also  the  desire 
to  have  their  determination  to  do  so  tested  in  the  face  of  opposition, 
even  to  the  death.  At  the  same  time  their  feeling  toward  the  enemy 
was  self-possessed  and  magnanimous,  as  was  illustrated  by  instances 
of  personal  conduct.  I  will"  give  a  narrative  of  the  expedition  for  the 
records  of  the  department,  A  copy  of  my  orders  is  subjoined  (A). 

The  column  formed  as  it  passed  over  the  bridge  at  Brice's  Creek,  at 
8.30  a.  in.  on  the  Gth.  We  crossed  the  bridge,  which  we  had  to  con- 
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struct  over  Mill  Creek,  at  2.15  p.  m.,  and  bivouacked  on Creek, 

at  McDaniePs  plantation,  at  4  p.  m.,  at  which  place  the  train  did  not  get 
fully  up  till  near  12  o'clock  at  night.  Leaving  the  train  parked  here, 
guarded  by  the  Third  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers  and  a  sec 
tion  of  Biggs'  battery,  the  column  marched  at  6.30  o'clock  next  morning 
in  the  same  order.  The  cavalry  arrived  at  Trenton  at  8.45  a.  m.,  fol 
lowed  by  the  voltigeurs,  where  I  joined  them  immediately,  sending  back 
to  halt  the  main  body  2  miles  in  rear. 

At  10  a.  m.  I  sent  from  Trenton  to  General  Spinola  and  Colonel 
Jourdan,  commanding  brigades,  the  message  that  "the  bridges  we  were 
orderecj  to  destroy  have  not  been  rebuilt  since  their  former  destruction ; 
the  enemy's  cavalry  have  been  scattered  by  a  charge  of  ours;  there  is 
no  body  of  the  enemy  on  this  side-  the  Trent,  and  consequently  the 
column  will  face-about  and  return  to  the  wagons."  The  column  marched 
in  returning  at  10.15  a.  m. 

At  11.45  a.  nr.,  having  obtained  all  the  information  I  could  at  Tren 
ton  and  created  the  indefinite  impression  that  I  was  going  to  Kinston 
or  toward  Bichlands  to  look  up  their  cavalry,  I  withdrew  the  cavalry 
to  feed,  without  the  limits  of  the  town,  and  then  continued  the  return 
march. 

I  arrived  with  the  main  column  at  McDaniel'sat  1.30  p.  m.,  and  hav 
ing  previously  sent  orders  to  the  train  to  hitch  up,  marched  at  3.15 
p.  m.  by  a  direct  route  to  Young's  Cross-Boads.  The  cavalry  pushed  on 
rapidly  with  its  howitzer,  followed  more  moderately  by  the  voltigeurs. 
"When  nearing  Young's  Cross-Boads  Colonel  Lewis,  being  with  the  ad 
vance  of  the  cavalry,  discovered,  as  he  supposed,  the  enemy's  picket 
of  two  mounted  men,  and  he  charged  to  capture  them.  They  proved  to 
be  one  Lieutenant  Sharp,  aide-de-camp  to  General  Whiting,  and  an 
other  lieutenant.  Their  start  being  a  long  one,  they  got  off  by  plung 
ing  into  and  swimming  the  White  Oak  Biver,  to  the  bank  of  which 
they  were  followed,  where  they  fired  upon  their  pursuers  from  the  op 
posite  side. 

A  party  of  cavalry,  being  sent  up  the  Pollocksville  road,  drove  some 
foot  pickets  hito  the  swamp.  Darkness  came  on  before  the  infantry 
came  up.  We  had  withdrawn  all  but  a  small  guard  from  the  river  to 
lay  put  the  camp,  which  was  to  be  on  ground  about  a  mile  distant  from 
the  river,  and  a  sentinel  at  the  river  being  approached  in  the  darkness 
from  the  direction  of  camp  by  six  men,  hailed  them,  at  which  they 
halted  and  cocked  their  guns.  He  called,  "Turn  out  the  guard,"  and 
instantly  the  persons  scattered  in  the  cover.  This  party  was  Captain 
Harris  and  five  of  his  men,  as  we  afterward  learned.  As  soon  as  the 
infantry  came  up  I  sent  two  companies  to  deploy,  under  the  guidance 
of  Captain  Farquhar,  United  States  Engineers,  who  was  directed  by  me 
to  reconnoiter  the  river  thoroughly  in  the  neighborhood.  He  ascer 
tained  that  a  log  below  the  bridge  was  the  means  that  footmen  had  of 
crossing.  The  river  was  carefully  watched  for  the  rest  of  the  night, 
that  no  more  of  the  rebels  should  get  back  to  their  quarters.  On  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river  there  was  a  steady  light  of  a  small  camp 
bearing  southwest  by  the  compass.  I  could  not  tell  whether  it  was  a 
bright  camp  light  5  miles  off  or  a  lesser  one  a  mile.  The  train  did  not 
come  up  till  2.30  o'clock  in  the  night,  owing  to  holes  wearing  in  the 
road  over  which  the  howitzer  and  caisson  charged  with  the  cavalry. 
One  of  my  permanent  orderlies,  who  happened  to  be  stationed  to  show 
the  way  that  the  wagons  should  turn  out,  reports  seeing,  during  the 
hour  of  iutenscst  darkness  (perhaps  7  o'clock),  previous  to  the  coming 
up  of  the  infantry,  bearing  southwest,  a  light,  probably  a  fire  balloon, 
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which  rose  and  stood  awhile,  dipped  several  times,  moved  horizontally 
back  and  forth  several  times,  then  descended.  Presuming  from  ail 
these  indications  that  a  picket  guard  of  the  enemy  intended  to  annoy 
the  constructors  of  the  bridge  which  I  had  to  make  here,  I  did  not  com 
mence  it  till  I  had  crossed  a  regiment,  which  I  did  soon  after  daylight 
in  the  morning. 

Having  deployed  a  company  of  skirmishers  on  the  immediate  bank 
of  this  side,  I  placed  two  Napoleon  guns  in  position  to  command  the 
opposite  bank,  and  sent  a  regiment  across  in  single  file  on  the  log.  The 
regiment  which  performed  this  duty  and  formed  its  line  beyond  the 
swamp  was  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-second  New  York,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hitchcock.  The  commander  was  ordered  not  to  cross  till  three 
companies  were  over,  and  quite  an  emulation  was  excited  among  the 
captains  as  to  who  should  go  over  first.  Colonel  Hitchcock  ordered  the 
left  flank  company  forward,  and  its  commander,  Capt.  George  Miclia, 
Company  A,  One  hundred  and  thirty-second  Regiment  New  York  Vol 
unteers,  was  first  on  the  log  and  on  the  opposite  bank.  No  opposition 
was  made  till  the  verge  of  the  swamp  was  reached,  when  half  a  dozen 
shots  of  small-arms  were  exchanged. 

At  10.30  a.  m.  the  bridge  was  ready,  and  the  column,  with  three  days' 
rations,  moved  over  it,  leaving  behind  to  guard  the  bridge  and  train 
the  Third  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  a  battalion  of  the  One 
hundred  and  sixty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Militia,  two  sections  of  Parrott 
guns,  one  section  of  Napoleon  guns,  and  a  company  of  cavalry,  Colonel 
Richmond,  Third  Massachusetts,  in  command. 

It  being  open  country  for  the  4  miles  to  the  next  defile,  Colonel  Lewis 
was  permitted  to  go  on  rapidly  to  it  with  the  cavalry,  followed  within 
supporting  distance  by  the  voltigeurs  of  Major  Garrard.  The  cavalry  of 
the  enemy  were  seen  upon  all  flanks  and  in  rear  by  these  forces,  cut  off 
and  scattered  by  our  movements,  and  they  were  either  left  behind  us  or 
found  some  course  other  than  the  road  we  traveled  to  get  away  by. 

We  marched  a  mile  or  so  beyond  where  the  road  forks  off  to  Snead's 
Ferry,  which  the  guide-post  there  says  is  20  miles  distant,  and,  finding 
a  good  position,  bivouacked  at  6.15  p.  m. 

In  the  morning  I  detached  the  cavalry  to  go  back  to  the  forks,  take  the 
Snead's  Ferry  road,  and  proceed  on  that  route  and  toward  Swansbor- 
ough,  taking  into  consideration  the  imminent  prospect  there  of  unfavor 
able  weather,  as  far  as  he  thought  he  could,  and  join  or  communicate 
with  me  in  the  evening.  At  12  in.,  presuming  that  the  cavalry  were  at 
or  near  Swansborough,  I  marched  back  to  and  halted  at  the  forks  of  the 
road  to  Swansborough  till  4  p.  in.,  at  which  time  the  cavalry  joined  me. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Lewis'  report  of  this  scout  is  appended.  It  was  now 
evident  from  our  reconnaissance  that  all  the  forces  of  the  enemy  in  this 
region  were  withdrawn  behind  the  New  River;  that  the  bridge  at  Jack 
sonville  had  been  destroyed  and  not  yet  rebuilt,  and  that  there  could  be 
no  point  whatever  in  inarching  my  column  any  farther  away. 

No  enemy  could  be  met  with  without  going  farther  than  the  organi 
zation  and  supply  of  the  command  contemplated.  There  was  nothing- 
left  undone  which  the  expedition  set  out  to  do;  nothing  more  whatever 
which  my  imagination  could  suggest  as  within  our  reach  to  be  done.  I 
therefore  returned  from  this  point  at  once  to  Young's  Cross-Roads, 
reaching  there  at  G  p.  m.,  and  on  the  following  day,  the  10th,  pursued 
the  route  to  New  Berne.  Of  course  there  were  many  incidents  occurring 
having  an  interesting  bearing  on  the  personnel  of  our  troops.  At  a  time 
when  I  was  in  the  front  with  the  advance  guard  of  the  cavalry  I  saw  a 
corporal  and  two  vedettes,  who  were  100  yards  out  beyond  me  011  the 
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road,  hail  and  receive  tlie  surrender  of  three  mounted  rebels,  uniformed 
and  firmed.  A  bend  in  the  road  concealed  from  the  rebels  the  danger 
they  were  approaching,  and  the  corporal  and  vedettes,  though  ready, 
made  no  attempt  to  fire.  It  could  not  have  been  performed  quieter  on 
the  stage,  and  the  balanced  self-possession  which  it  indicates  I  regard 
as  a  quality  of  the  command.  Beyond  this  I  am  satisfied  by  this  march 
Hi  at  there  is  neither  corruption  of  politics  nor  infamy-of-peace  notions 
to  taint  the  pure  patriotism  of  the  command.  It  is  glowing  with  a  de 
sire  to  enforce,  as  the  country's  true  soldiers,  a  decided  policy  of  the 
Government  for  suppressing  the  rebellion. 

Inclosed  herewith  please  find  (marked  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  and  F)*  a  copy 
of  my  instructions;  report  of  Lieut.  Col.  G.  W.  Lewis,  Third  New  York 
Cavalry,  of  scout  to  ward  the  sea- board;  receipt  of  department  provost- 
marshal  for  seven  prisoners,  including  a  commissioned  officer,  sergeant, 
corporal,  and  four  privates ;  report  of  property  captured  by  the  cavalry ; 
report  of  property  captured  by  the  voltigeurs;  copy  of  my  orders  t  relat- 
iitg  to  the  expedition. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  PRINCE, 
Brigadier -General  of  Volunteers ,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  New  Berne,  N.  C. 

[Inclosure  A.] 

HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  5,  18G3. 

GENERAL:  By  direction  of  the  major-general  commanding  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit,  for  your  guidance,  the  following  points: 

You  will  proceed  with  your  command  to  Trenton  by  the  road  on 
the  south  side  of  Trent  River.  On  arriving  there  you  are  to  destroy 
the  Trenton  Bridge  and  the  White  Hall  Bridge.  The  enemy  in  this 
direction  will  be  carefully  observed.  You  will  then  countermarch  your 
command  to  Pollocksville  and  Young's  Cross-Roads.  From  this  latter 
point,  after  leaving  a  strong  rear  guard  for  the  protection  of  the  wagon 
train  and  such  force  of  artillery  and  infantry  as. you  may  deem  need 
ful  to  hold  that  point,  you  will  push  on  toward  Ouslow.  Observing 
the  enemy  in  this  direction  you  will  take  a  strong  position  with  the 
infantry  and  batteries  of  your  command,  and 'send  all  the  mounted 
force  at  your  command  to  scour  thoroughly  the  country  between  the 
White  Oak  and  New  Rivers.  From  the  information  you  may  be  able 
to  obtain  you  will  be  able  to  determine  as  to  the  expediency  of  pushing 
the  reconnaissance  as  far  as  Snead's  Ferry,  near  the  mouth  of  the  New 
River. 

The  object  of  this  expedition  is  to  make  a  strong  reconnaissance  in 
the  direction  of  Wilmington,  to  ascertain  the  roads,  the  crossings  of 
the  rivers  and  creeks,  the  position  of  the  enemy,  &c.,  and  if  possible  to 
capture  or  break  up  two  companies  of  cavalry  supposed  to  be  between 
the  White  Oak  and  New  Rivers. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
Brig.  Gen.  HENRY  PRINCE, 

Comdg.  Fifth  Division,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 

Enclosures  B,  D,  and  E  are  Reports  Nos.  8  and  9. 

t  They  relate  solely  to  the  routine  duties  of  troops  on  the  march  and  are  therefore 
omitted. 
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[Inclosure  C.] 

PROVOST-MARSHAL'S  OFFICE, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  10,  18(53. 

Received  from  Colonel  Lewis,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  7  prisoners. 
viz:  William  B.  Pringle,  Tentli  North  Carolina  Volunteers;  T.  13. 
Snipes,  Lieut.  L.  B.  Williams,  Josiah  Tyson,  and  Wesley  B.  Mews, 
Sixty-third  North  Carolina  Volunteers  $  Joseph  Grey,  deserter,  and  Z. 
M.  Caston,  citizen.* 

GEORGE  F.  WOODMAN, 

Department  Provost. 


No.  2. 

Eeport  of  Capt.  David  A.  Taylor,  Third  New  York  Light  Artillery,  Chief 
Signal  Officer,  of  operations  March  5-15. 

HDQRS.  SIGNAL  DETACHMENT,  EIGHTEENTH  A.  C., 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  16,  1863. 

SIR  :  In  pursuance  to  your  orders,  on  the  5th  instant  I  detailed  two 
officers  (Lieuts.  Joseph  Flicker  and  E.  R.  Blagden)  to  accompany  the 
force  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Prince  on  the  late  reconnais 
sance  to  Swansborough.  At  the  same  time  I  detailed  First  Lieut.  N. 
S.  Barstow  to  accompany  the  force  under  Colonel  Sprague,  at  Newport 
Barracks,  which  was  to  advance  on  Swansborough  by  southern  route, 
and  Second  Lieut.  Henry  T.  Merrill  to  accompany  the  command  of 
Colonel  Pickett,  who  covered  the  right  flank  of  General  Prince's  move 
ment. 

That  the  different  forces  might  have  a  ready  and  certain  mode  of  com 
munication  I  drew  up  a  rocket  code  of  signals  for  the  use  of  the  officers 
on  this  expedition.  The  command  of  General  Prince  bivouacked  near 
Pollocksville  on  the  night  of  the  first  day's  march  ;  the  command  of 
Colonel  Pickett  bivouacked  at  the  Trenton  Cross-Iloads,  with  a  heavy 
picket  force  of  the  enemy  in  front,  for  the  reason  that  Colonel  Pickett 
was  going  to  attempt  a  surprise  of  the  enemy.  Lieutenant  Merrill  did 
not  answer  the  rockets  sent  up  by  General  Prince,  as  the  rockets  would 
reveal  the  position  of  Colonel  Pickett's  force  which  it  was  necessary  to 
keep  concealed.  At  3  a.  m.  of  the  6th  instant  Colonel  Pickett  surprised 
a  rebel  picket,  taking  5  prisoners  and  destroying  their  camp. 

On  the  7th  instant  Colonel  Pickett  fell  back  to  the  Pollocksville  Cross- 
Ivoads  to  await  the  return  of  General  Prince.  General  Prince  marched 
directly  to  Swansborough,  Colonel  Sprague  at  the  same  time  advancing 
to  the  same  point  and  reaching  there  nearly  the  same  time,  when  com 
munication  between  the  two  commands  was  immediately  opened  by 
Lieutenants  Fricker  and  Barstow. 

On  the  return  of  the  different  forces  there  was  no  occasion  for  any 
signal  communication  between.thern.  All  parties  arrived  at  New  Berne 
in  time  to  take  part  in  the  skirmish  at  Fort  Anderson  on  the  14th.  On 
the  morning  of  March  14,  immediately  after  the  attack  on  Fort  Ander 
son,  Lieutenant  Merrill  and  party  was  placed  on  board  .gunboat  Shaw- 
sheen,  Lieut.  E.  K.  Blagden  and  party  on  the  Hunchback,  and  Lieut. 
Joseph  Fricker,  on  the  evening  of  that  day,  on  board  the  gunboat 

*  Discharged  soldier  from  Thirty-fifth  North  Carolina  Volunteers;  has  his  discharge 
with  him. 

G.  F.  W. 
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Hetzel.  As  soon  as  the  attack  commenced' Lieutenant  Barstow  signaled 
to  Lieutenant  Flicker  that  the  enemy  were  in  front  of  the  fort  in  large 
force,  with  artillery,  and  asked  for  re-enforcements,  to  which  was  re 
plied,  "Hold  out  as  long  as  you  can;  re-enforcements  will  come 'as 
quickly  as  possible."  When  the  gunboats  got  into  position  their  fire 
was  directed  by  means  of  signals  by  Lieutenant  Barstow,  stationed  at 
Fort  Anderson,  and  Lieutenant  Merrill,  on  board  the  Shawsheen.  Lieu 
tenant  Merrill,  from  the  paddle-box  of  the  boat,  was  able  to  obtain  a 
better  view  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  than  any  one  else.  He  so 
skillfully  directed  their  fire  that  one  of  the  enemy's  pieces  was  for  a  time 
abandoned  and  their  infantry  driven  back  some  distance.  Had  the 
garrison  of  Fort  Anderson  been  strong  enough  to  have  made  it  safe  a 
well-conducted  sortie  would  have  easily  captured  one  or  more  of  the 
enemy's  guns. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  three  boats  went  up  the  Keuse,  accom 
panied  by  Lieutenants  Fricker,  Merrill,  and  Knox,  who,  by  their  signals, 
kept  up  a  constant  communication  between  the  different  boats  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  the  officers  in  command,  who  expressed  themselves 
in  terms  of  admiration  at  the  ease,  rapidity,  and  certainty  with  which 
every  message  was  transmitted. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  A.  TAYLOE, 
Captain  and  Acting  Signal  Officer  in  Charge. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Commanding  'Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  3. 

Eeport  of  Lieut.  Joseph  Friclter,  Eighth  Pennsylvania,  Reserve  Infantry, 
Acting  Signal  Officer ,  of  operations  March  5-15. 

HDQRS.  SIGNAL  DETACHMENT  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  March  18,  18(33. 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the 
expedition  under  the  command  of  General  Prince : 

In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  March  5,  1863,  I  reported  to  General. 
Prince  for  signal  duty.  Left  New  Berne  at  8  o'clock,  March  G,  and  pro 
ceeded  3  miles  beyond  Pollocksville  ;  bivouacked  for  the  night.  Ac 
cording  to  arrangements  made  previous  to  starting  I  sent  up  two  red 
rockets,  the  first  at  9  o'clock  p.  in.,  the  second  at  ten  minutes  past  9. 
The  rockets  were  to  indicate  that  "  the  advance  of  our  column  is  here, 
and  all  quiet,"  but  I  received  no  reply  from  the  other  parties. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th  we  started  and  advanced  on  Trenton, 
We  remained  in  Trenton  a  few  hours,  then  started  and  bivouacked 
about  6  miles  from  Trenton  that  night.  There  was  nothing  of  any  ac 
count  took  place,  with  the  exception  of  taking  a  few  of  the  enemy's 
pickets  along  the  march. 

On  the  9th  I  received  an  order  from  General  Prince  to  accompany 
the  advance  cavalry  to  Swansborough,  a  distance  of  1G  miles,  which  I 
did,  accompanied  by  Flagmen  W.  J.  Lindsay  and  H.  P.  Baker.  When 
within  1  mile  of  Swansborough  the  cavalry  charged  into  the  town,  my 
self  and  flagmen  in  the  advance  carrying  a  red  signal  flag.  I  immedi 
ately  went  down  to  the  water's  edge  and  called  attention  from  the  party 
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on  the  opposite  side  of  Bogtie  Met.  It  was  replied  to  by  Lieutenant 
Barstow,  signal  officer,  who  accompanied  a  party  under  command  of 
Colonel  Sprague,  of  the  Fifty -first  Massachusetts  Volunteers.  We  sent 
several  official  messages ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lewis,  who  was  in  com 
mand  of  the  cavalry  and  to  whom  I  was  ordered  to  report  by  General 
Prince,  sending  messages  across  the  inlet  and  receiving  reply  in  return. 
There  was  nothing  worthy  of  note  on  our  return  to  New  Berne. 

Immediately  on  returning  to  New  Berne  I  went  to  my  station  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Neuse  Eiver,  a  short  distance  from  General  Foster's 
headquarters.  I  remained  there,  communicating  with  Lieutenant-Col 
onel  Anderson  on  the  opposite  side. 

On  Saturday,  March  14,  at  5.45  a.  in.  I  received  the  following  official 
message  from  the  fort : 

To  General  FOSTER  : 

The  enemy  have  attacked  our  pickets  with  artillery  and  infantry.  They  arc  in 
lame  force.  The  colonel  wants  more  men. 

BARSTOW. 

I  immediately  sent  the  message  to  General  Footer.  In  a  few  minutes 
the  general  came  and  told  me  to  send  to  Lieutenant- Colon  el  Anderson, 
who  was  then  in  command  of  the  Ninety-second  New  York,  to  hold  out 
as  long  as  he  could  and  not  surrender  unless  he  was  compelled  to. 

I  also  received  and  sent  a  large  number  of  messages  from  the  fort 
asking  for  more  troops  and  re-enforcements,  which  I  replied  to,  by 
order  from  General  Foster,  that  re-enforcements  would  be  there  in  a 
short  time  and  that  the  gunboats  were  getting  in  position.  I  also  re 
ceived  messages  directing  the  fire  of  the  gunboats  and  stating  the  loca 
tion  of  the  enemy.  I  also  received  messages  from  the  gunboats  Hunch 
back,  Lockwood,  and  Shawsheen. 

On  the  evening  of  the  14th  I  was  ordered  on  board  the  commodore's 
boat  Hetzel ;  remained  there  until  9  a.  in.,  March  15,  when  I  was  or 
dered  on  gunboat  Allison  to  proceed  up  the  Neuse  River  on  a  recon 
naissance. 

We  went  up  the  river  to  Street's  Ferry,  a  distance  of  12  miles.  The 
enemy  had  retreated  beyond  this  point.  We  found  four  of  the  enemy's 
pickets ;  they  skedaddled.  We  then  shelled  the  woods  for  an  hour, 
and  returned  to  New  Berne  the  same  day. 

With  great  respect,  I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  FEICKEE, 
First  Lieut.,  Sth  Pa.  E.  V.  C.,  and  Actcj.  Sig.  Officer  ISth  A.  C. 

Capt.  I).  A.  TAYLOR, 

Chief  Acting  Signal  Officer,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  4. 

Report  of  Surg.  Pitldti  B.  Rice,  One  hundred  and  thirty-second  New  York 
Infantry,  Chief  Medical  Officer. 

HDQRS.  FIRST  BRIG.,  FIFTH  Biv.,  EIGHTEENTH  A.  C., 

New  Berne,  March  12,  1803. 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  ex 
pedition  just  returned  : 

The  division,  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Prince,  comprised  of 
the  two  brigades  commanded,  respectively,  by  Brig.  Gen.  F.  B.  Spinola 
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and  Col.  James  Jourdan,  together  with  two  batteries  of  artillery,  under 
the  command  of  Major  Stone,  and  four  companies  of  cavalry,  under 
the  command- of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lewis,  left  New  Berne  on  the  morn 
ing  of  the  Oth  instant,  and  after  marching  over  good  roads  with  no 
difficult  streams  to  cross,  making  18  miles,  bivouacked  for  the  night  111 
a  large  open  field  on  high  dry  ground  contiguous  to  an  abundance  of 
wood  and  excellent  water. 

The  men  of  the  several  infantry  regiments,  viz,  the  One  hundred  and 
seventy-first,  One  hundred  and  fifty-eighth,  One  hundred  and  sixty- 
eighth,  and  One  hundred  and  seventy-fifth  Pennsylvania  Militia,  com 
prising  Brigadier-General  Spinola's  command,  and  the  One  hundred 
and  fifty-eighth  and  One  hundred  and  thirty-second  New  York  Volun 
teers,  together  with  the  Third  Massachusetts  Militia,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Jourdan,  bore  the  inarch  exceedingly  well;  none  sick;  a  few 
complaining  of  sore  feet,  occasioned  by  ill-litting  boots. 

The  second  day  the  regiment  left  camp  in  light  marching  order, 
traveled  0  miles  and  returned  to  the  camp  of  the  previous  night,  the 
route  being  over  a  dry  sandy  road  with  no  formidable  streams  to  pass. 
After  a  halt  of  two  hours,  to  enable  the  men  to  rest  and  prepare  their 
rations,  the  march  was  resumed  over  a  road  about  3  miles  of  which  was 
through  low  swampy  ground.  At  8  o'clock  p.  in.,  after  accomplishing 
22  miles,  encamped  on  high  dry  ground  adjacent  to  wood  and  running 
water.  On  this  day's  march  the  men  suffered  considerably  from  blis 
tered  feet;  none,  however,  reported  sick. 

The  next  morning,  March  8,  at  daybreak  broke  camp,  and  leaving 
the  One  hundred  and  sixty-eighth  Pennsylvania  and  Third  Massachu 
setts  Militia  as  a  guard  to  the  wagon  train,  crossed  White  Oak  Kiyer 
and  traveled  14  miles;  bivouacked  in  a  pine  grove  5  miles  from  the  junc 
tion  of  the  Swansborough  and  New  Berne  Cross-Eoads,  near  to  a  full 
supply  of  good  water.  Next  day  at  1  p.  in.  resumed  the  line  of  march 
and  returned  to  our  former  camping  ground  at  White  Oak  River. 

At  7  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  the  column  took  up  its  direc 
tion  homeward.  During  the  early  part  of  the  day  the  roads  were  ex 
cellent,  but  heavy  rain  setting  in  about  noon  rendered  them  heavy  and 
the  march  very  fatiguing;  nevertheless  the  various  regiments  reached 
their  camps  about  8.30  p.  in.,  and  no  stragglers  reported. 

The  entire  march  was  performed  in  good  order  and  unattended  with 
any  casualty  ;  very  few  men  were  sufficiently  sick  to  be  conveyed  in 
ambulances;  the  principal  complaint  was  sore  feet,  the  result  of  chaf 
ing,  confined  almost  entirely  to  those  who  wore  heavy  boots.  The  con 
trast  in  this  respect  between  the  boot  and  Government  shoe  was  very 
marked  and  exhibited  the  superiority  of  the  latter  and  absolute  neces 
sity  of  every  infantry  soldier  substituting  it  for  the  boot  on  the  inarch. 
Frequent  bathing  with  cold  water  afforded  great  relief,  and  on  the  last 
day's  march  of  22  miles  but  little  complaint  was  heard.  The  rations 
provided  for  the  regiments  were  abundant  and  of  excellent  quality. 
Fresh  beef  was  furnished  three  days  out  of  five. 

This  report  is  written  on  the  second  day  after  the  return  of  the  troops, 
and  the  effects  of  the  march  on  the  physical  condition  and  health  of  the 
men  appear  to  be  more  beneficial  than  otherwise.  The  sick  repoits 
from  the  various  regiments  this  morning  are  even  less  than  usual. 

lv espectf u]  1  y  submitted . 

P.  B.  RICE, 

Surgeon. 

Capt.  S.  W.  WALDRON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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No.  5. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Francis  U.  Farquhar,  U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers,  Chief 
Engineer  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 

HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  CORPS  D'ARMEE, 

New  Berne,  March  12,  1863. 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  accordance  with  your  orders 
I  joined  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Prince  on  the  Gth instant. 

The  command  moved  along  the  Pollocksville  road  011  the  south  side 
of  the  Trent.  After  passing  Brice's  Creek  the  general  direction  of  the 
road  was  a  very  little  north  of  west.  As  far  as  Mill  Creek  the  road  was 
only  tolerable,  but  after  the  rain  it  was  very  bad.  We  found  it  neces 
sary  to  build  the  bridge  across  Mill  Creek,  which  occasioned  a  halt  of 
the  advance  guard  of  two  hours.  After  passing  the  creek  the  road  was 
firm  and  good.  From  Pollocksville  the  road  bore  nearly  west.  Our  first 
day's  march  ended  at  the  Mill  Creek,  near  McDaniel's  plantation.  On 
the  7th  the  march  was  resumed  toward  Trenton.  With  the  exception  of 
the  crossing  of  the  creek  near  McDaniel's  the  road  was  good.  The  creek 
near  Trenton  could  not  well  be  forded  by  field  artillery  when  the  creek 
is  high.  The  Trenton  Bridge  was  destroyed,  as  was  also  the  White  Hall 
Bridge.  From  reliable  information  we  learned  that  there  was  a  bridge 
known  as  the  Quaker  Bridge,  and  another  bridge  above  White  Hall  and 
below  Tuckakoe  Creek.  There  is  also  a  small  neighborhood  bridge 
known  as  Wilcox's  Bridge,  about  6  miles  from  Trenton.  However,  these 
bridges  are  not  absolutely  necessary,  as  at  the  ordinary  height  of  water 
the  stream  is  fordable  in  many  places  above  Trenton. 

The  road  from  New  Berne  to  Trenton  affords  many  good  places  for 
camping,  especially  after  passing  Mill  Creek,  water  and  wood  being  abun 
dant.  At  Trenton  the  command  countermarched  and  returned  to  McDan 
ieFs  plantation,  where  we  had  camped  the  previous  night.  From  thence 
we  took  a  road  bearing  south  by  east  for  5  miles  and  southeast  for  3, 
which  brought  us  to  Young's  Cross-Eoads.  This  road  passed  for  the 
greater  part  through  an  extensive  pocoson.  The  road  was  bad  in  some 
places.  About  Young's  Cross-Eoads  the  ground  was  good  for  camping. 
Here  our  day's  march  ended.  The  bridge  across  White  Oak  Eiver  was 
destroyed,  and  would  have  been  rebuilt  during  the  night,  but  the  troops 
and  negroes  were  very  tired,  having  marched  nearly  22  miles,  and  the 
enemy's  pickets  were  on  the  other  side  of  the  stream.  On  the  morning 
of  the  8th  instant  the  troops  crossed  at  G.45.  By  9.30  the  bridge  was 
finished.  The  general  direction  of  the  road  toward  Jacksonville  south 
by  one-half  east.  The  country  is  slightly  undulating.  On  the  west  side 
of  the  road  for  8  or  9  miles  is  an  extensive  pocoson,  from  which  flow 
many  small  tributaries  of  the  White  Oak  Eiver.  Through  this  semi- 
swamp  run  many  roads,  at  most  times  impracticable  for  wagons,  but 
through  which  with  great  toil  infantry  might  march.  About  4£  miles 
from  White  Oak  Eiver  there  is  a  church  known  as  "  The  Tabernacle," 
near  which  the  road  forks,  the  left  fork  leading  direct  to  Swansborough, 
the  distance  to  latter  place  being  13  miles  j  the  right-hand  road  leads  to 
Jacksonville,  the  distance  being  16  miles.  About  4  miles  from  this  fork 
the  road  again  forks,  the  right-hand  fork  leading  to  Jacksonville,  theleffc 
direct  to  Snead's  Ferry,  passing  through  Piney  Green.  Near  this  latter 
fork  the  command  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

The  next  morning,  with  the  cavalry  for  an  escort,  I  made  a  recon 
naissance  to  Swansborough.  We  took  the  Snead's  Ferry  road  as  far 
as  Piney  Green ;  then  we  turned  to  the  left  toward  Swansborough. 
From  Piney  Green  to  Swansborough  the  distance  is  12  miles,  and  t.Q 
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Suead's  Ferry  15  miles.  The  roads  are  quite  good,  being  -of  saiid,  but 
the  country  is  flat,  and  in  wet  seasons  would  not  afford  good  camping 
grounds.  Swansborough  is  a  small  place,  easily  defended,  and  can  be 
approached  by  vessels  drawing  8  feet  of  water.  After  spending  two  hours 
at  Swansborough,  during  which  time  communicated  with  General  Potter, 
we  countermarched  for  2f  miles,  when  we  took  the  right-hand  road  and 
joined  the  infantry  at  Morton's,  near  "  The  Tabernacle."  We  then 
marched  on  to  Young's  Cross-Eoads,  where  we  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

The  uext  morning  we  marched  for  New  Berne  via  Pollocksville. 

Accompanying  this  report  is  a  sketch  of  the  roads  passed  over.* 

Hoping  that  the  information  gained  may  be  useful,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be.  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  U.  FAEQUHAE, 
Second  Lieut.  U.  8.  Enyrs..  and  Chief  Engr.  ISth  Corps 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER. 


No.  G. 
Report  of  Col.  Silas  P.  Richmond,  Third  Massachusetts  Infantry. 


QRS.  THIRD  EEGT.  MASSACHUSETTS  VOL.  MILITIA, 
Camp  Jourdan,  New  Herne,  JV.  C.,  March  12,  1863. 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  myself  and  command  in  the  recent  expedition  under  the  com 
mand  of  General  Prince  : 

On  the  evening  of  the  5th  instant  I  received  orders  to  march  at  6 
o'clock  on  the  following  morning  with  three  days'  cooked  rations. 

March  6.  —  Formed  regimental  line  at  G  a.  in.,  and  almost  immediately 
after  joined  a  column  consisting  of  Prince's  division  and  took  up  the  line 
of  inarch  toward  Pollocksville.  I  marched.24  officers  and  529  men.  After 
crossing  the  Trent.  River  I  received  an  order  detailing  myself  and  com 
mand  to  the  responsible  and  laborious  position  of  escort  to  the  subsist 
ence  train,  which  consisted  of  nearly  100  wagons  heavily  laden.  I  made 
the  following  distribution  of  my  regiment:  Two  companies  in  advance, 
four  companies  in  the  center,  and  three  companies  in  the  rear  of  the  train. 
We  made  good  progress  for  about  G  miles,  after  which  we  encountered 
bad  places  in  the  road,  which  caused  much  delay  and  hard  labor,  but 
we  finally  succeeded  in  bringing  the  whole  train  to  the  place  of  bivouac 
at  about  10  p.  m.  This  was  on  the  McDaniel's  plantation,  4  miles  beyond 
Pollocksville.  The  distance  marched  this  day  was  said  to  be  18  miles. 

March  7.  —  Early  this  morning  I  received  orders  to  park  the  train  in 
the  best  possible  position,  and  with  my  regiment,  a  section  of  Morrison's 
battery,  and  a  platoon  of  cavalry  remain  and  defend  it.  I  sent  out  the 
cavalry  as  patrols  and  five  of  my  companies  as  pickets  in  different  direc 
tions,  holding  tl\e  remainder  of  my  command  in  a  position  near  the  train, 
which  I  had  parked  near  the  center  of  a  broad  field.  During  the  morn 
ing  the  main  column  marched  to  Trenton  and  returned  without  meeting 
any  opposing  force.  Nothing  of  importance  happened  at  the  place  of 
bivouac  during  the  absence  of  the  commanding  general.  At  3  p.  m.  the 
whole  force  took  up  the  line  of  march  toward  Young's  Cross-Eoads. 
My  regiment  was  detailed  to  march  in  the  rear  of  the  train  and  a  com 
pany  of  cavalry  in  my  rear.  The  roads  were  exceedingly  bad,  and  I 
had  to  detail  a  large  number  of  my  men  to  go  forward  and  assist  in  get 
ting  the  wagons  over  the  bad  places.  The  train  moved  very  slowly, 

*  Omitted  as  unimportant. 
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the  teams  being  frequently  stuck.  We  arrived  at  the  place  of  bivouac 
(Young's  Cross-Eoads)  with  the  whole  train  at  3  a.  in.  on  the  morning 
of  the  8th,  having  marched  about  10  miles. 

March  8. — My  regiment  with  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-eighth  Penn 
sylvania  Volunteers,  Belger's  battery,  and  a  small  company  of  cavalry, 
the  whole  being  under  my  command,  were  detached  from  the  column 
and  ordered  to  hold  this  place  while  the  main  column  moved  011  toward 
S  wansborough.  The  larger  portion  of  the  subsistence  train  was  left  with 
us.  My  whole  force  amounted  to  1,120  men.  I  immediately  parked  the 
train  in  a  large  field  near  White  Oak  Eiver,  threw  out  strong  infantry 
pickets  with  cavalry  patrols  beyond  on  the  different,  roads,  disposed  of 
the  remainder  of  my  force  to  the  best  of  my  judgment  for  defense,  and 
awaited  the  result.  The  remainder  of  the  day  passed  very  quietly. 

March  9. — The  night  passed  without  any  occurrence  of  importance,  as 
also  did  the  day  until  G  p.  m.,  when  the  main  column  returned,  the  ad 
vance  reporting  to  have  been  to  Swansborough  without  meeting  the 
enemy  in  force.  During  the  absence  of  the  general  my  cavalry  patroled 
the  roads  as  far  as  Pollocksville  in  the  rear  and  some  9  miles  to  the  right- 
on  the  opposite  side  of  White  Oak  Eiver,  and  also  about  15  miles  on  the 
road  to  Peletier's  Mill,  meeting  no  opposing  force  or  signs  of  the  enemy. 
The  whole  column  again  bivouacked  here  for  the  night. 

March  10. — Had  the  train  straightened  out  and  my  regiments  in  line 
before  7  a.  m.,  but  had  to  wait  some  time  for  the  First  Brigade,  they 
having  the  advance,  my  regiment  coming  next  in  column,  the  train  fol 
lowing,  and  the  remainder  of  the  Second  Brigade  in  the  rear.  The  col 
umn  moved  at  about  8  a.  rn.,  taking  the  direct  road  to  Pollocksville.  On 
arriving  at  the  last-named  place,  in  accordance  with  orders  I  halted  my 
regiment  and  the  train  until  all  the  force  in  the  rear  had  passed  on;  we 
then  moved  on.  ColonelJourdan  destroyed  the  bridge  after  we  crossed. 
It  now  commenced  to  rain  very  heavily  and  continued  to  do  so  about 
two  hours.  This  rendered  the  roads  very  bad  indeed.  My  regiment 
was  distributed  through  the  train  in  the  same  manner  as  on  the  first 
day  out.  We  moved  very  slowly  and  with  much  hard  labor  in  assisting 
the  train.  The  head  of  the  train  reached  New  Berne  a-bout  9  o'clock, 
but  the  rear  did  not  get  in  until  after  11  p.  m.  The  distance  marched 
this  day  was  22  miles. 

Both  my  officers  and  men  were  very  much  exhausted  with  their  con 
stant  exertions  to  assist  the  train  along.  There  were  no  severe  casual 
ties  in  my  command  during  the  expedition.  L  am  pleased  to  say  that 
although  my  command  occupied  the  hardest  and  most  responsible  posi- 
tioiTduring  the  entire  expedition,  yet  there  was  but  very  little  com 
plaint,  the  men,  with  but  few  exceptions,  doing  their  duty  nobly. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

S.  P.  E1CHMOND, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Third  Massachusetts. 

Col.  J.  JOURDAN,  Comdg.  2d  Brig.,  5th  Div.,  18th  A.*C. 


No.  7. 

Report  of  Col.  Augustus  B.  R.  Sprayuc,  Fifty- first  Massachusetts  Infantry. 
•  , 

UDQRS.  FIFTY-FIRST  MASSACHUSETTS  EEGIMENT, 

Beaufort,  N.  C.,  March  11,  18G3. 

COLONEL  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  department  headquar 
ters  I  left  Newport  Barracks  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant  with 
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Companies  B,  C,  D,  H?  and  I,  of  my  regiment,  a  section  of  Lee's  battery, 
Lieutenant  Cady,  and  Captain  MoschelPs  company  of  Third  New  York 
Cavalry. 

Passing  through  the  pocoson  around  the  head  of  Big  Broad  Creek 
we  arrived  at  Cedar  Point,  opposite  Swansborough,  some  18  miles  from 
Newport,  about  4  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  the  7th. 

The  steamer  Wilson  did  not  make  her  appearance  at  the  mouth  of 
the  White  Oak  Iviver  as  arranged,  and  as  no  other  transportation  could 
be  procured  to  cross  the  river  (about  1J  miles  wide  at  this  place)  the 
troops  went  into  bivouac  in  the  woods  at  Cedar  Point.  On  the  morn 
ing  of  the  8th,  the  Wilson  not  having  arrived,  I  accompanied  Captain 
MoschelPs  company  of  New  York  cavalry  on  a  reconnaissance  up  the 
east  side  of  White  Oak  Creek  to  a  point  called  Dortoii's  Ferry  (about 
16  miles  distant  from  the  Point  by  road),  about  6  miles  from  Smith's 
Mill,  or  Young's.  En  route  we  passed  over  Pettiford's,  Hadnot's,  and 
Hunter's  Creeks ;  examined  Dorton's  Ferry,  long  since  abandoned  as  a 
thoroughfare  and  entirely  impracticable  as  such  in  consequence  of  the 
extended  marsh  over  which  a  road  must  necessarily  be  built  to  the  river 
bank.  The  marsh  which  borders  the  river  at  this  point  is  nearly  a  mile 
in  width  and  the  river  in  the  vicinity  about  200  feet  broad. 

There  is  no  ferry  or  ford  between  the  Point  and  the  mouth  of  the 
White  Oak  River.  We  returned  to  Cedar  Point,  arriving  at  the  camp 
soon  after  dark. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  communicated  with  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lewis,  wrho  had  reached  Swansborough,  coining  down  on  the  other  side 
of  the  river  with  a  detachment  of  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 

At  6  o'clock  a.  m.,  10th  instant,  left  Cedar  Point  and  returned  to 
Newport  Barracks. 

Saw  nothing  of  the  enemy  during  our  advance  and  absence,  and  am 
convinced  that  they  do  not  cross  White  Oak  Kiver  in  force,  and  that 
Swansborough  has  only  been  occupied  by  some  15  or  20  of  the  enemy 
as  an  outpost. 

Brigadier-General  Potter,  chief  of  staff,  joined  me  in  the  expedition, 
and  I  respectfully  refer  to  him  in  the  matter  of  details,  relative  to  ferry, 
fords,  depth  and  width  of  rivers,  &c.,  in  conformity  to  original  instruc 
tions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  R.  SPRAGUE, 
Colonel  Fifty-first  Massachusetts  Regiment. 

Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  8. 
Reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  George  W.  Lewis,  Third  Neiv  York  Cavalry. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  NEW  YORK  CAVALRY, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  11,  1863. 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  the  follow 
ing  order,  viz — 

HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  DIVISION,  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Bivouac  in  Field,  March  9,  1863 — 6  a.  m. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Lewis,  with  the  cavalry  and  voltigeurs,  will  reconnoiter  upon 
the  road  leading  from  this  point  to  Snead's  Ferry,  and  will  pass  from  it  toward 
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Swansborough,  going  as  far  on  both  routes  as  be  may  consider  prudent,  taking  into 
consideration  tbe  threatening  state  of  the  weather,  so  as  to  join  the  main  body  by 
night  or  communicate  with  it. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Prince: 

S.  W.  WALDRON,  JR., 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General — 

I  started  with  four  companies  of  my  regiment  and  one  mounted  howit 
zer  and  150  mounted  men,  under  Major  Garrard,  in  the  direction  of 
Swansborough,  which  road  intersects  the  road  to  Jacksonville  via 
Snead's  Ferry  at  Piney  Green,  11  miles  from  Jacksonville  and  13  from 
Swansborough.  Halting  at  Piney  Green  I  sent  a  detachment  up  the 
road  to  Snead's  Ferry.  2  miles  or  more ;  they  reporting  nothing  in  that 
direction,  I  moved  on  to  Swansborough,  arriving  there  at  11  a.  m.,  com 
municating  with  General  Potter,  at  Hill's  plantation,  directly  opposite 
Swansborough,  through  Lieutenant  Fricker,  the  signal  officer  accom 
panying  my  command.  General  Potter  immediately  crossed  to  Swans- 
borough  in  a  small  boat. 

After  remaining  at  Swansborough  nearly  three  hours  I  took  up  the 
line  of  march  and  joined  the  left  of  the  column,  under  your  command, 
at  the  forks  of  the  road,  5  miles  from  Young's  Cross-Boads,  at  5  p.  m. 

During  the  march  we  captured  three  Confederate  soldiers,  one  a  pa 
roled  prisoner  named  Caston,  who  was  not  yet  exchanged  ;  one  by  the 
same  name  who  claims  to  have  been  recently  discharged,  and  Private 
William  B.  Pringle,  Tenth  North  Carolina  Volunteers,  who  was  visiting 
Swansborough  on  a  furlough. 

On  my  advance  I  captured  several  citizens,  taking  them  to  Swans- 
borough,  but  returning  them  to  their  homes  on  my  return.  I  ascer 
tained  by  inquiries  all  along  the  route  that  the  rebel  pickets  had  left 
the  day  before  for  Jacksonville. 

I  am,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  LEWIS, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 

Brigadier- General  PRINCE, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  NEW  YORK  CAVALRY, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  12, 1863. 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  list  of  property 
taken  by  my  command  during  the  recent  march,  viz  : 

Horses G 

Light  wagons 3 

Cavalry  sabers  and  belts 3 

Jack 1 

Jennies 2 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  LEWIS, 
Commanding  TJiird  New  York  Cavalry. 

Brigadier-General  PRINCE, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 
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No.  9. 
Report  of  Maj.  Jeptha  Garrard,  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 

HEADQUARTERS  VOLTIGEURS, 

9  __?  1863. 

List  of  property  taken  on  march  made  by  General  Prince's  division 
by  Maj.  Jeptha  Garrard,  commanding  voltigeurs: 

Horses 2 

Colt 1 

Buggies 2 

Harness  for  buggy 1 

JEPTHA  GAEEAED, 

Major ,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Voltigeurs. 

Captain  WALDRON,  JR., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Prince's  Division. 


MARCH  7-9,  1863. — Reconnaissance  from  Suffolk  and  skirmish  (9th)  near 

Windsor,  Va. 

Report  of  Col.  Charles  C.  Dodge,  First  Battalion  New   York  Mounted 

Rifles. 

HEADQUARTERS  MOUNTED  EIFLES, 

Suffolk,  Va.,  March  9,  1863. 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  a  late  recon 
naissance  at  Smithfield,  Blackwater,  &c. : 

In  accordance  with  instructions  from  general  headquarters  I  started 
with  about  450  of  my  command  and  one  field  howitzer  on  the  evening 
of  the  7th  instant  for  the  Isle  of  Wight  Court-House,  and  thence  to 
Smithfield,  where  I  remained  till  about  9  a.  m.  on  Sunday,  the  8th  in 
stant.  No  enemy  were  discovered,  although  the  day  before  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Taliaferro  was  reported  there  with  a  small  party.  He  had  un 
doubtedly  returned  across  the  river  by  Broadwater  or  Proctor's  Bridge. 
Making  the  cross-roads  my  headquarters,  strong  scouting  parties  care 
fully  reconnoitered  the  vicinity  for  a  circle  of  10  miles,  but  met  no  en 
emy.  The  inhabitants  of  this  district  assured  us  that  since  Fryer's  raid 
there  some  two  months  ago  no  large  force  has  visited  the  town.  A  few 
mounted  rebels  occasionally  appear,  but  do  not  remain  any  time.  I  am 
confident  all  that  district,  including  Surry  Court-House,  may  be  safely 
considered  free  from  them.  From  Smithfield  we  proceeded  via  Benn's 
Church  to  Chuckatuck,  where  we  spent  the  night.  Every  effort  was 
made  to  gain  information  as  regards  the  enemy  and  their  visits  to  this 
place,  and  our  exertion  satisfied  me  that,  excepting  on  one  or  two  occa 
sions,  never  more  than  two  or  three  Confederate  soldiers  had  dared  to 
enter  the  peninsula.  These  persons  came  to  see  their  relations,  &c.,  and 
seldom  have  done  any  one  an  injury.  I  believe,  however,  forage,  bacon, 
&c.,  have  been  sent  from  there  to  Zuni  and  Petersburg  in  times  past, 
but  none  whatever  can  be  found  now,  and  the  disadvantage  of  this 
therefore  exists  no  longer.  The  guerrillas  have  burned  down  the  only 
bridges  leading  direct  from  Chuckatuck  toward  Suffolk  or  Windsor. 

On  the  a.  m.  of  the  9th  instant  we  were  obliged  to  make  a  detour  of 
some  miles,  improvise  a  bridge,  and  proceed  toward  Barber's  Cross- 
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Roads  and  Windsor,  arriving  about  10  a.  m.  Parties  were  at  once  sent 
out  toward  Blackwater  Bridge  and  Zuni.  The  former  had  not  pro 
ceeded  far  when  its  advance  guard,  in  turning  a  sharp  bend  in  the  road, 
suddenly  came  upon  the  advance  of  a  small  force  of  the  enemy  en  route 
for  Windsor.  Shots  were  exchanged,  and  my  advance  at  once  ordered 
to  charge.  This  they  did  well,  the  main  column  supporting  them  at  as 
close  a  distance  as  "possible.  At  our  first  fire,  however,  the  enemy, 
whom  we  learned  to  be  some  50  of  Claiborne's  Confederate  cavalry 
•(Seventh  Regiment),  turned  and  fled  precipitately.  Lieut.  Thomas 
Freeborn,  with  Squadron  D,  pursued  them  at  his  utmost  speed,  driv 
ing  them  vigorously,  the  entire  column  following  at  the  gallop ;  but  as 
they  had  some  half  a  mile  the  start  of  us  and  fresh  horses  it  was  im 
possible  to  come  up  with  them,  although  we  followed  to  within  half  a 
mile  of  Blackwater  Bridge  at  the  most  rapid  gait  in  our  power.  They 
crossed  the  river  at  once  upon  the  pontoon  bridge  there.  Lieutenant 
Freeborn  and  Major  Wheelan  succeeded,  however,  in  capturing  four 
nie-n  and  horses,  with  several  rifles,  shot  guns,  &c.,  which  the  enemy 
had  thrown  away  in  their  flight.  The  prisoners  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
provost-marshal,  awaiting  such  examination  and  disposition  as  you  may 
decide.  Believing  it  imprudent  to  attempt  to  force  the  bridge,  consid 
ering  the  force  we  knew  to  be  there  and  the  wearied  condition  of  our 
men  and  horses,  we  returned  with  our  captures  to  Windsor.  The  party 
going  toward  Zuni  went  to  within  sight  of  the  river  banks,  but  met  no 
force  on  this  side,  although  pickets,  as  usual,  were  discovered  on  the 
other. 

Thus  the  entire  section  of  country  which  I  guard  has  been  most  care 
fully  reconnoitered,  and,  I  trust,  to  the  general's  satisfaction.  The  con 
duct  of  my  men  has  been  everything  that  could  be  desired,  and  all  of 
the  regimental  officers  and  men  are  but  the  more  eager  from  the  experi 
ence  of  to-day  to  meet  the  enemy  in  a  fair  fight,  that  they  may  then 
prove,  as  they  have  often  before,  the  injustice  of  late  reports  circulated 
by  malicious  parties  concerning  the  demoralization,  &c.,  of  the  Mounted 
Rifles.  Not  a  man  has  been  lost,  nor,  I  can  safely  say,  a  pennyworth 
of  property  destroyed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  C.  DODGE, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Maj.  B.  B.  FOSTER, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


MARCH  7-14,  1863.— Expedition  from  New  Berne  to  Mattamuskeet  Lake, 

N.  C. 

Report  of  Col.  David  B.  Morris,  One  hundred  and  first  Pennsylvania  In 
fantry. 

HDQES.  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  FIRST  REGT.  PA.  VOLS., 

New  Berne,  N.  67.,  March  17,  1863. 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  my  report  of  the  ex 
pedition  under  my  command  around  Lake  Mattamuskeet,  Hyde  County, 
North  Carolina. 

In  obedience  to  instructions  from  corps  headquarters  of  March  7  I 
embarked  the  troops  under  rny  command,  viz,  One  hundred  and  first 
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and  One  hundred  and  third  Eegiments  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Com 
pany  F,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  and  one  piece  and  caisson  Third  New 
York  Artillery,  on  the  afternoon  of  7th  instant,  on  board  the  North 
erner  and  Escort.  Accompanied  by  the  North  State  and  two  scows,  we 
proceeded  to  Swan  Quarter,  Hyde  County,  arriving  at  7  o'clock  a.  m., 
8th  instant,  and  the  gunboat  Allison  at  once  proceeded  to  Rose  Bay 
Bridge  to  prevent  its  reconstruction. 

After  eight  or  ten  hours  delay,  caused  by  the  captain  of  the  steamer 
Northerner  failing  to  go  nearer  than  about  13  miles  to  the  landing,  we  com 
menced  debarking  the  troops  in  the  afternoon  of  the  8th  instant.  Seven 
companies  of  infantry  and  one  platoon  of  cavalry,  with  howitzer,  under 
command  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  Armor,  One  hundred  and  first  Pennsyl 
vania  Volunteers,  were  debarked  and  marched  to  Swan  Quarter,  1J  miles 
from  the  landing,  arriving  about  5  o'clock  p.  m.  The  remainder  of  the 
troops  debarked  at  11  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  and  proceeded 
to  Swan  Quarter.  Acting  on  the  advice  of  Captain  Eichardson,  Third 
New  York  Cavalry,  we  then  advanced  in  two  columns,  one  in  a  south 
west  direction,  under  command  of  Colonel  Morris,  the  other  in  a  north 
west  direction,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Armor,  forming  a 
junction  at  Mason's  house  at  the  earthwork,  distant  about  8  miles  from 
Swan  Quarter,  where  we  bivouacked  for  the  night,  after  posting  our 
picket.  During  the  night  our  picket  captured  1  man  (Thomas  Voliva), 
attempting  to  fire  upon  the  picket. 

We  resumed  the  line  of  march  at  6.30  o'clock  a.  m.,  10th  instant,  pro 
ceeding  around  the  lake  from  north  to  east,  marching  25  miles,  and 
bivouacked  for  the  night  on  Spencer's  farm.  At  6  o'clock  a.  m.,  llth 
instant,  resumed  the  march;  arrived  at  Swan  Quarter  about  6  o'clock 
p.  m.,  having  marched  30  miles.  During  the  10th  and  llth  it  rained 
almost  incessantly,  consequently  the  roads  were  very  bad.  No  armed 
force  at  any  point  was  to  be  seen. 

A  few  stragglers,  whose  names  were  on  the  guerrilla  muster-roll,  were 
captured  and  brought  to  New  Berne.  A  few  others,  supposed  to  belong 
to  the  company,  were  also  brought  with  us — 11  in  all.  They  are  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  provost-marshal  at  New  Berne. 

About  60  citizens  were  made  prisoners,  but  released  at  Swan  Quar 
ter  upon  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  From  the  best  information 
that  could  be  obtained  the  band  of  guerrillas  in  this  county  were  scat 
tered  about  in  small  parties  of  from  6  to  8,  through  the  almost  impass 
able  swamps. 

Quite  a  number  of  horses,  oxen,  and  carts  were  captured,  but  the 
greater  part  were  abandoned,  not  deeming  them  of  sufficient  value  to 
warrant  the  delay  of  transportation  and  expense  of  subsistence.  On 
the  morning  of  the  12th  instant  Captain  Eichardson,  with  300  men  and 
all  available  transportation,  was  sent  out  7  miles,  to  the  farm  of  Judge 
Donald,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  in  a  quantity  of  cotton,  corn,  and 
bacon. 

The  following  is  an  approximate  list  of  all  the  property  turned  over 
to  the  proper  authorities  :  Seventeen  horses;  13  buggies;  1  yoke  oxen; 
1  schooner,  Snow  Squall,  of  Washington,  of  about  35  tons  burden ;  8 
cart-loads  cotton  (small  portion  un ginned),  not  baled  ;  about  1,500 
pounds  bacon;  about  400  bushels  corn;  about  40  slaves,  who  followed 
us  to  the  landing.  We  embarked  on  the  13th  instant  and  arrived  at 
New  Berne  on  14th  instant.  The  only  buildings  burned  by  my  order 
were  the  outbuildings  of  a  farm-house  near  Fairfield.  in  which  we 
found  a  rebel  officer's  coat,  ammunition,  &c.  I  regret  to  state  that  a 
small  mill  at  Swan  Quarter  was  fired  and  burned,  and  also  a  barn  filled 
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with  corn  adjoining  Spencer's  farm  was  burned  by  an  unknown  party; 
also  a  number  of  stacks  of  fodder  on  the  farm  of  Judge  Donald  was 
burned  without  my  order. 

I  would  also  call  attention  to  a  lack  of  proper  discipline  among  the 
line  officers  of  the  One  hundred  and  third  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Vol 
unteers.  They  seem  to  have  little  or  no  control  over  their  commands, 
and  lack  energy  to  enforce  proper  discipline.  To  tiiis  there  are  some 
exceptions. 

The  One  hundred  and  First  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  also 
lacks  discipline,  which  I  attribute  to  my  long  absence  from  it,  but  which 
in  the  course  of  time  I  will  bring  about  again.  As  an  instance  of  in 
subordination  in  the  One  hundred  and  third  Regiment  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  while  embarking  on  board  the  Northerner  from  the  steamer 
Escort  the  officers  and  men,  contrary  to  repeated  orders,  rushed  forward 
before  the  boat  could  be  made  fast  to  such  an  extent  as  to  endanger 
life  and  to  render  it  impossible  for  the  officers  of  the  boat  to  manage 
her.  Having  repeated  the  order  for  the  men  to  remain  in  their  places 
and  await  orders,  and  all  to  no  effect,  I  seized  a  gun  and  fired  clown  the 
side  of  the  boat  for  the  purpose  of  deterring  the  men,  but  with  no  in 
tention  of  injuring  any  one.  At  the  moment  of  firing  a  man  rushed 
forward  and  was  slightly  injured. 

My  thanks  are  due  the  officers  of  the  Escort,  North  State,  Lockwood, 
and  Allison  for  their  valuable  assistance. 

I  am,  sir.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  B.  MORRIS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Expedition. 

Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[Addenda.] 

NEW  BERNE,  March  28,  1863. 
Major-General  FOSTER,  Commanding,  &c.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  deeply  regret  to  be  compelled,  in  the  last  hours  of  my 
stay  here,  to  distress  you  by  complaints  of  the  outrages  of  our  forces  in 
the  last  expedition  to  Hyde  Couuty.  In  numerous  instances,  well  au 
thenticated,  they  entered  and  robbed  the  houses  of  loyal  men,  destroyed 
furniture,  insulted  women,  and  treated  with  scorn  the  protections  which 
by  your  advice  1  had  given  them.  Can  I  give  to  people  whose  loyalty 
is  not  and  has  never  been  questioned  any  assurance  that  you  can  see 
them  protected  ! 

As  matters  now  stand  the  loyal  men  and  women,  aged  and  infirm,  out 
side  of  our  lines  are  the  most  unfortunate  and  oppressed  in  our  country; 
both  sides  pillage  and  rob  them.  I  know  you  have  uniformly  rebuked 
these  atrocities,  but  your  words  have  been  treated  like  my  protections. 

I  invoke  for  the  people  referred  to  such  interposition  as  your  sense  of 
duty  and  humanity  will  suggest. 

With  high  respect  and  regard,  yours,  &c., 

ED.  STANLY. 

[Indorsement.] 

MARCII  29,  1863. 
Referred  to  Colonel  Morris  for  report. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major- General. 
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MARCH  8-16,  1863.—  Expedition  against  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  including  skir 
mishes  (13th-14th)  at  Deep  Gully,  and  attack  (14th)  on  Fort  Anderson. 


No.    1.  —  Maj.  Gen.  John   G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  Department  of 
North  Carolina. 

No.    2.—  Capt.  David  A.  Taylor,  Third  New  York  Light  Artillery,  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
No.    3.—  Lieut.  Nathaniel  S.  Barstow,  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  Acting 

Signal  Officer,  of  attack  on  Fort  Anderson. 
No    4.  —  Itinerary  of  the  First  Division,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  Brig.  Gen.  Inuis 

N.  Palmer,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  March  7-15. 
No.    5.  —  Col.  Josiah  Pickett,  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  Second  Brigade, 

of  skirmishes  at  Deep  Gully. 
No.    6.  —  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Prince,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fiftfe  Division,  of  opera 

tions  March  15-16. 

No.    7.  —  Maj.  Gen.  Daniel  H.  Hill,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Expedition. 
No.    8.  —  Maj.  John  C.  Haskell,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Artillery. 
No.    9.  —  Brig.  Gen.  John  J.  Pettigrew,  C.  S.  Army. 
No.  10.—  Brig.  Gen.  Eichard  B.  Garnett,  C.  S.  Army. 
No.  11.  —  Brig.  Gen.  Junius  Daniel,  C.  S.  Army. 
No.  12.  —  Brig.  Gen.  Beverly  H.  Robertson,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Cavalry. 

No.   1. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Jolin  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  De 
partment  of  North  Carolina. 

HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  15,  1863. 

GENERAL  :  The  enemy  are  retiring  from  an  attack  on  this  town,  which 
was  intended  to  have  been  strong,  but  was  feeble,  very  feeble,  in  all 
places  except  on  a  work  on  north  side  of  Neuse  Eiver,  directly  opposite 
the  town.  At  that  point  the  enemy  opened  a  brisk  artillery  fire  from 
seventeen  pieces,  which  continued  about  three  hours.  They  retired  a 
short  distance  and  remained  threatening  the  work  till  this  morning, 
when  they  retired.  The  whole  force  of  the  enemy,  from  deserters,  was 
13,000  infantry  and  cavalry  and  thirty-nine  pieces  of  artillery.  I  am 
sending  parties  out  in  all  directions  to  harass  the  enemy's  retreat.  The 
attack  was  on  the  14th,  the  anniversary  of  the  taking  of  the  town,  and 
the  supposition  is  that  they  intended  to  recapture  the  town  on  that  day. 
I  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
Maj  or-  General  HALLE  CK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  15,  1863. 

GENERAL:  Referring  to  my  telegram  of  this  date  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  that  on  the  evening  of  the  13th  the  enemy  appeared  in  force  on 
the  Trent  road,  driving  in  our  picket  posts  on  that  road ;  the  force  on 

*  For  reports  of  Actg.  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee  and  Commander  A.  Murray,  U.  S. 
Navy,  see  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  December  7,  18ti3. 
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the  road  was  heavily  re-enforced  and  ordered  to  retire  slowly,  and  fight 
if  they  were  pressed. 

At  daylight  of  the  14th  General  Pettigrew,  with  a  force  of  7,000  men 
and  seventeen  pieces  artillery,  attacked  a  small  work  on  north  side  of 
the  Neuse  Eiver,  occupied  by  the  Ninety-second  New  York  Volunteers, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Anderson.*  They  opened  a  fire  from  all  their  pieces 
on  the  work  and  held  their  infantry  in  reserve  for  assault.  Colonel 
Anderson  was  summoned  to  surrender  several  times,  which  he  declined 
doing.  Referring  to  me  for  orders,  I  instructed  him  to  defend  and  hold 
the  work.  The  Navy  gunboats  were  in  an  unfortunate  position  to  be  of 
much  assistance  at  first,  owing  to  one  being  aground  and  the  other  two 
damaged.  They  were,  however,  towed  to  position  by  tugs,  and,  assisted 
by  a  battery  of  rifled  guns  on  this  side  of  the  Neuse,  compelled  General 
Pettigrew  to  withdraw  his  artillery  and  infantry,  merely  remaining  in  a 
threatening  position  till  this  a.  m.,  when  he  finally  retired.  On  south 
side  of  Trent  Eiver  the  enemy  advanced  to  within  6  miles  of  New  Berne, 
but  have  withdrawn.  The  attack  was  to  have  been  made  with  vigor 
enough  by  General  Pettigrew  to  have  taken  Camp  Anderson,  which 
would  have  enabled  him  to  have  planted  rifled  batteries  at  that  point, 
whence  he  might  have  driven  the  gunboats  from  the  river  and  shelled 
the  town,  during  which  a  strong  attack  was  to  have  been  made  on  Trent 
and  Neuse  roads.  Our  pickets  held  them  on  Trent  road,  although  they 
were  ordered  to  fall  back  to  niy  defenses  where  1  proposed  making  the 
fight. 

The  whole  aifair,  meant  to  be  effective  and  strong,  was  ineffective  and 
weak,  inflicting  no  damage  and  accomplishing  no  object. 

The  force  of  the  enemy  was  about  13,000  to  14,000  infantry  and  cav 
alry  and  thirty-nine  pieces  of  artillery.  Our  loss  was  only  2  killed  and 
4  wounded. 

Eeferring  to  my  letter  of  March  2,  I  beg  to  s&y  that  recent  informa 
tion  shows  General  Longstreet  with  his  corps  to  be  on  the  Blackwater, 
and  not  southwest,  as  reported. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Capt.  David  A.  Taylor,  Third  Neic  York  Light  Artillery,  Chief 

Signal  Officer. 

HEADQUARTERS  SIGNAL  DETACHMENT, 

New  Berne,  March  18,  1863. 

SIR  :  Inclosed  I  forward  you  copies  of  the  reports  of  Lieutenants  Mer 
rill  t  arid  Barstow,  containing  an  account  of  their  signal  operations  at 
and  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Berne  during  the  late  movements,  and  of 
the  action  which  took  place  here  on  the  14th  instant. 

I  can  truly  say  that  both  Lieutenants  Men  ill  and  Barstow  are  by  far 
too  modest  in  describing  their  own  share  of  the  work. 

*  The  casualties  in  the  Ninety-second  New  York  Infantry  were  3  men  wounded  and 
3  men  missing;  1  man  reported  as  killed,  March  13. 
tNot  found. 
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The  position  occupied  by  Lieutenant  Barstow  was  one  of  extreme 
danger;  every  tent  and  bouse  within  the  works  at  Fort  Anderson  was 
riddled  by  shot  and  shell,  and  the  parade  literally  blown  up  by  the  ene 
my's  artillery.  Both  Lieutenant  Barstow  and  his  flagman  (Marsh)  were 
struck  by  spent  pieces  of  shell,  but  fortunately  received  no  injury  of  any 
account.  1 1  is  but  justice  to  Lieutenant  Merrill  to  state  that  but  for  him 
the  gunboat  on  which  he  was  placed  would  have  done  more  damage  to 
our  troops  than  the  enemy,  as  either  through  the  stupidity,  excitement, 
or  drunkenness  of  its  commanding  officer  they  were  going  to  open  fire 
on  the  only  place  where  the  garrison  of  the  fort  were  covered  from  the 
lire  of  the  enemy.  Lieutenant  Merrill  having  taken  position  on  the  pad 
dle-box  had  a  fine  view  of  the  field  and  the  roads  by  which  the  enemy 
must  come  to  assault  the  place,  and  the  moment  the  head  of  their  columns 
showed  themselves  gave  directions,  distances,  and  elevations  to  the  gun 
ners,  and  that  so  accurately  that  some  of  the  rebel  guns  were  for  a  time 
abandoned  and  their  infantry  driven  back.  He  and  Lieutenant  Barstow 
together  directed  the  fire  of  the  gunboat  Hunchback  and  the  batteries 
on  shore  on  the  south  side  of  the  Neuse. 

With  a  corps  of  such  officers  as  Lieutenant  Merrill  I  would  be  willing 
to  undertake  anything. 

It  was  impossible  for  these  officers  to  get  their  reports  ready  in  time, 
or  these  copies  would  have  accompanied  my  own  report  of  the  same 
transaction,  lately  mailed  to  you. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  A.  TAYLOR, 
Captain  and  Acting  Signal  Officer. 

Maj.  A.  J.  MYER,  Signal  Officer,  Z7.  S.  Army. 


BTo.  3. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Nathaniel  S.  Barstow,  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts  In 
fantry  j  Acting  Signal  Officer,  of  attack  on  Fort  Anderson. 

HEADQUARTERS  SIGNAL  DETACHMENT, 

New  Berne,  March  16,  1863. 

SIR  :  On  the  13th  instant,  in  pursuance  to  orders  of  Captain  Taylor, 
I  reported  for  signal  duty  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Anderson,  at  Fort  An 
derson,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Neuse  River,  New  Berne,  N".  C. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant,  just  before  daylight,  the  fort  was 
attacked  by  General  Pettigrew  with  two  brigades  of  infantry  and  sev 
enteen  pieces  of  artillery. 

By  order  of  Colonel  Anderson  I  sent  the  following  message  to  Major- 
General  Foster : 

The  enemy  are  in  front  of  us  in  large  force,  with  artillery ;  we  want  men. 

Answer: 

Re-enforcements  shall  be  sent  as  soon  as  possible. 

After  sending  this  message,  by  the  severity  of  the  enemy's  fire  I  was 
compelled  to  change  my  position,  and  took  a  more  sheltered  place. 

From  Colonel  Anderson  to  General  Foster: 

Send  more  men ;  send  them  quickly. 

Answer : 

Hold  out  as  long  as  you  can  ;  lie  close ;  men  are  coming. 
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This  message  was  several  times  repeated,  each  time  by  order  of 
OoloDel  Anderson  in  his  extreme  anxiety  for  re-enforcements.  I  sent 
several  messages  to  the  gunboats,  directing  their  fire,  such  as,  "  Fire 
higher,"  "Fire  to  the  left,"  "Fire  to  the  right,"  &c.,  but  having  no  blank 
book  with  me  at  the  time  could  not  record  them. 

I  wish  to  recommend  to  your  notice  my  flagman,  Timothy  S.  Marsh, 
Company  D,  Twenty-first  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  who  throughout  the 
wrhole  affair  behaved  with  admirable  coolness  under  a  fire  the  severest 
I  ever  saw. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

N.  S.  BAESTOW, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Signal  Officer. 

Capt.  D.  A.  TAYLOR, 

Chief  Acting  Signal  Officer. 


No.  4. 

Itinerary  of  the  First  Division,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  Brig.  Gen.  Inn-is 
N.  Palmer,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  March  7-15.* 

March  7. — In  accordance  with  orders  from  Headquarters  Eighteenth 
Army  Corps,  five  companies  of  the  Fifty-first  Massachusetts  Volunteer 
Militia,  of  the  First  Brigade,  marched  from  Newport  Barracks  to  Cedar 
Point,  opposite  Swansboroiigh,  on  White  Oak  Eiver,  where  they  biv 
ouacked.  Here  the  infantry  remained  while  a  reconnaissance,  under 
General  Potter,  chief  of  staff  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  was  made  some 
16  miles  farther  on  into  the  enemy's  country.  On  the  return  of  the  re- 
connoitering  party  the  infantry  returned  to  Newport  Barracks,  arriving 
on  the  10th  instant. 

March  13. — In  anticipation  of  an  attack  upon  New  Berne  three  regi 
ments  of  the  Second  Brigade,  viz,  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteer 
Militia,  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and  the  Forty-sixth 
Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia,  were  sent  to  Deep  Gully,  on  the  Trent 
road.  On  arriving  at  the  Gully  it  was  found  that  the  enemy  had  crossed 
and  were  strongly  posted.  Bivouacking  for  the  night,  preparations 
were  made  for  a  morning  attack.  At  daylight  the  movement  com 
menced  and  the  fire  of  the  skirmishers  had  just  opened,  when  orders 
were  received  to  retire  to  New  Berne,  leaving  one  regiment,  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check.  This  was 
done. 

March  14. — The  regiment  at  Deep  Gully  was  re-enforced  this  a.  111.  by 
the  Forty- sixth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia,  of  the  Second  Brigade. 
An  attack  on  New  Berne  being  apprehended,  the  Forty-third  Massa 
chusetts  Volunteer  Militia  and  other  forces,  under  command  of  Col.  T. 
J.  C.  Amory,  marched  18  miles  on  the  Kinston  road  on  a  reconnaissance, 
but,  the  enemy  having  retired,  returned  on  the  16th  to  camp. 

March  15. — The  enemy  commenced  falling  back,  closely  followed  some 
15  miles  by  the  Forty-sixth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia ;  but  the 
road  being  rendered  impassable  at  this  point  by  the  retreating  force  the 
Forty-sixth  retraced  their  steps  toward  New  Berne. 

*  From  Returns  of  the  Division  and  First  and  Second  Brigades  for  March,  1863. 
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NO.  5. 

Report  of  Col.  Josiali  Pickett,  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  Second 
Brigade,  of  skirmishes  at  Deep  Gully. 

HDQRS.  TWENTY-FIFTH  REGT.  MASSACHUSETTS  VOLS., 
Camp  Oliver,  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  15,  1863. 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  13th  instant,  at  5.30 
p.  m.,  I  started  with  six  companies  of  iny  regiment  for  the  outpost  near 
Deep  Gully,  that  place  being  attacked  by  the  enemy  and  being  held  by 
the  other  four  companies  of  my  regiment  with  a  part  of  the  Third  New 
York  Cavalry.  I  arrived  at  the  disputed  ground  soon  after  dark  and 
learned  that  the  enemy  were  in  strong  force  in  our  front,  with  infantry, 
cavalry,  and  artillery,  a  distance  of  half  a  mile.  By  order  of  Colonel 
Lee,  commanding  the  brigade,  I  divided  my  regiment,  placing  a  wing 
on  either  side  of  the  Trent  road,  throwing  out  a  strong  picket  to  guard 
against  surprise,  and  remained  on  our  arms  until  morning. 

At  daybreak  I  moved  forward  a  company  as  skirmishers  and  they 
immediately  engaged  the  enemy's  line.  General  Palmer  taking  com 
mand,  I  was  ordered  forward  with,  my  regiment,  supported  by  the 
Fifth  and  Forty-sixth  Regiments  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  with  a 
section  of  Biggs'  and  one  piece  of  Belger's  batteries.  Musketry  firing- 
was  kept  up  for  nearly  three  hours.  The  city  being  attacked  in  our 
rear,  the  regiments  supporting  me  were  withdrawn  for  its  defense,  and 
1  was  left,  with  my  regiment  and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  to  take  care  of 
the  enemy  as  best  I  could.  Having  special  orders  from  General  Pal 
mer  not  to  expose  the  pieces,  I  blockaded  the  road  and  fell  back  to  a 
better  position  at  the  Jackson  House  and  awaited  their  advance.  They 
soon  began  to  shell  the  woods  around  and  kept  it  up  at  intervals  during 
the  clay,  but  did  not  advance.  At  4  p.  m.  I  sent  out  one  company,  under 
command  of  Captain  Harrington,  to  observe  the  movements  and  posi 
tion  of  the  enemy  if  possible.  He  went  as  far  as  Deep  Gully  and  found 
them  falling  back  and  exchanged  shots  with  them  at  that  place.  I  was 
relieved  by  the  Forty-third  Eegimeut  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia 
at  6  p.  m.  on  the  14th,  and  returned  to  camp  at  New  Berne  with  a  loss 
of  1  man  wounded  and  1  missing. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JOSIAH  PICKETT, 
Colonel  Twenty-fifth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers. 

GEORGE  W.  BARTLETT, 

A.  A.  A.  G.  Second  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  6. 

Eeport  of  Brig,  Gen.  Henry  Prince,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fifth  Di 
vision,  of  operations  March  15-16. 

HDQRS.  FIFTH  DIVISION,  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Sew  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  16,  1863. 

COLONEL  :  Pursuant  to  orders,  verbally  communicated  to  me  by  the 
commanding  general,  my  division  moved  out  yesterday  on  the  road 
south  of  the  Trent  Kiver  to  feel  the  enemy,  who  had  just  then  been 
reported  from  the  front  to  have  probably  crossed  in  large  force  to  that 
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side.  At  half  past  1  o'clock  the  regiments  left  their  camps,  and  at 
twenty  minutes  to  6  the  command  bivouacked  3£  miles  this  side  of  Mill 
Creek.  The  ground  and  road  being  very  bad  and  wet  for  3  miles  for 
ward  and  the  moon  being  absent  made  it  impracticable  to  go  farther. 
We  found  a  picket  of  the  enemy  2  miles  in  front,  and  our  own  picket, 
a  mile  in  front,  reports  three  shots  fired  into  it  in  the  night. 

We  advanced  at  daylight  to-day.  We  approached  Mill  Creek  as  if 
to  find  it  occupied.  Meeting  no  opposition  we  took  possession  of  the 
opposite  bank  at  8  a.  in.  I  pushed  on  at  once  with  the  infantry  to  Pol- 
locksville  and  there  learned  that  Robertson  with  his  cavalry  left  that 
place  yesterday  at  1  o'clock  p.  in.,  going  to  Kinston. 

Having  a  picket  on  the  Trent,  this  side  of  Mill  Creek,  I  communicated 
by  it  with  the  gunboat  North  Star,  the  captain  of  which  placed  himself 
under  my  orders.  This  was  prior  to  the  advance  from  Mill  Creek.  1 
directed  the  boat  to  proceed  to  Pollocksville,  where  she  arrived  soon 
after  the  troops,  when  I  ordered  her  to  return  to  New  Berne. 

Satisfied  that  the  enemy  were  beyond  reach  and  that  no  troops  were 
left  in  that  vicinity,  I  marched  my  command  back  to  their  quarters  at 
New  Berne. 

The  One  hundred  and  fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Militia  was  detailed 
last  evening  for  the  advance  guard  in  the  morning,  and  Colonel  Mc- 
Kibbin  commanded  it,  although  after  being  detailed  his  horse  had  fallen 
upon  him  and  fractured  the  fibula  of  one  of  his  legs.  He  returned  in 
the  gunboat  from  Pollocksville.  He  expressed  himself  as  ably  seconded 
in  the  duties  of  the  morning  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Troxel  and  Major 
Hale,  of  his  regiment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  PRINCE, 
Brigadier- General  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

A.  A.  G.,  Hdqrs.  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  New  Berne. 


No.  7. 
Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Daniel  H.  Hill,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Expedition. 

GOLDSBOROUGH,  N.  C.,  March  16,  1863 — 10  p.  m. 

Have  just  this  moment  arrived  from  below.  Our  expedition  was 
partly  successful.  I  went  with  Daniel's  brigade  on  the  lower  Trent 
road  to  New  Berne,  and  sent  Robertson  around  on  the  upper  Trent 
road  to  cut  the  railroad.  Pettigrew  was  to  bombard  the  shipping  and 
barracks  from  the  other  side.  The  result  was  highly  satisfactory  on 
our  road. 

On  Friday  we  drove  them  to  their  first  line  of  works  at  Deep  Gully, 
8  miles  from  New  Berne.  This  was  a  very  strong  position  naturally, 
and  strengthened  by  earthworks.  It  was  defended  by  five  companies 
and  two  pieces  of  artillery.  General  Daniel  in  person  charged  it  and 
captured  it  with  four  companies.  We  held  it  that  night  and  I  sent  an 
order  to  Robertson  to  cut  the  railroad  the  next  day. 

At  daylight  Saturday  morning  the  Yankees  made  a  feeble  attempt 
at  a  recapture  of  Deep  Gully.  General  Pettigrew  opened  at  the  same 
time,  but  I  soon  discovered  that  he  had  been  repulsed,  as  the  firing 
was  plainlj*  that  of  the  heavy  guns  of  a  gunboat.  After  repulsing  the 
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Yankees  at  Deep  Gully  I  would  have  pursued  them  to  their  next  strong 
hold,  at  Rocky  Run,  3  miles  nearer  New  Berne,  but  as  Pettigrew  had 
been  silenced,  and  there  were  three  shorter  roads  to  Kinston  than  the 
one  I  was  on,  I  fell  back  to  a  point  opposite  Trenton.  Remained  there 
Sunday  and  until  noon  to-day.  No  pursuit  by  the  Yankees.  Our  loss 
has  been  slight.  • 

General  Pettigrew  reports : 

The  absence  of  the  "Whitworth  ruined  us.  The  20-pouncler  Parrotts  are  worse  than 
useless.  One  burst,  killing  4  men  and  wounding  4  ;  another  broke  its  axle.  The 
shells  of  all  of  them  burst  just  at  the  mouth  of  the  gun.  I  hope  never  to  see  them 
again. 

Robertson  sent  me  out  a  lieutenant,  who  partly  cut  the  railroad.  He 
sent  out  a  colonel,  who  saw  some  Yankees  and  came  back.  Robertson 
did  not  go  himself.  We  must  have  a  better  man.  Garnett  did  not 
start  until  Sunday.  I  have  sent  Pettigrew  to  Greenville  to  protect 
him  if  necessary.  I  propose  to  go  over  there  myself  in  a  few  days.  I 
fear  Garnett  has  seriously  compromised  himself  by  his  long  delay.  If 
it  be  true,  as  your  scout  reports,  that  the  Yankees  have  been  so  heavily 
re-enforced  at  New  Berne  they  may  attempt  to  cut  Garnett  off.  Had 
the  Whitworth  been  sent  the  gunboat  would  have  been  beaten  and 
New  Berne  would  have  been  at  Pettigrew's  mercy.  Then  if  my  origi 
nal  plan  had  been  carried  out  of  moving  Eansom  on  the  Sound  road  to 
the  rear  of  New  Berne  I  think  we  would  have  gained  the  town,  or  at 
least  have  caused  a  very  salutary  alarm.  The  spirit  manifested  by 
Whiting  has  spoiled  everything.  My  order  of  assignment  says:  " Gen 
eral  13.  H.  Hill  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  all  the  troops  in  North 
Carolina."  If  I  am  to  be  cut  down  to  two  brigades  I  will  not  submit  to 
the  swindle. 

So  far  as  I  can  judge  there  will  be  no  movement  at  Charleston  until 
Hooker  gets  out  of  the  mud.  Then  there  will  be  a  general  movement 
on  Fredericksburg,  Petersburg,  the  North  Carolina  Railroad,  and  Wil 
mington.  We  ought  to  have  been  clearing  out  North  Carolina  while 
Hooker  was  mud-bound.  This  I  urged  three  months  ago,  but  I  was 
unheeded.  It  is  not  yet  too  late  to  do  something  and  I  am  anxious  to 
go  to  work.  I  started  out  with  my  throat  in  a  terrible  fix  and  thought 
it  might  cost  me  my  life.  Thank  God,  I  am  no  worse. 

Foster  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  letting  one  brigade  run  him  into  his 
rat-hole. 

I  have  received  nothing  but  contemptuous  treatment  from  Richmond 
from  the  very  beginning  of  the  war,  but  I  hope  they  will  not  carry  mat 
ters  so  far  as  to  perpetuate  a  swindle. 

You  were  greatly  mistaken  in  supposing  that  I  was  indifferent  about 
the  Whitworth.  1  told  you  that  it  was  too  late  to  get  it,  but  that  it  was 
worth  all  the  guns  I  had.  I  had  tried  the  Parrotts,  and  their  shells  all 
burst  prematurely. 

If  the  Yankee  re-enforcements  are  as  large  as  your  scout  represents 
them  they  will  establish  an  inland  communication  between  New  Berne, 
Washington,  and  Plymouth,  and  thus  have  their  cordon  of  forts  com 
plete  from  Suffolk  down.  A  glance  at  the  map  will  show  how  seriously 
this  would  embarrass  us.  For  my  part  I  could  get  no  information  from 
New  Berne. 

With  great  respect, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major -General. 

[General  LONGSTREET.] 
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Xo.  8. 
Report  of  Maj.  John  G.  Haskell,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  Artillery. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARTILLERY, 

March  16,  1863. 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  most  respectfully  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  artillery  under  my  command : 

1st.  Having  on  March  8,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H. 
Hill,  marched  from  Goldsborough  with  a  portion  of  the  reserve  artillery, 
I  bivouacked  at  Falling  Creek,  26  miles  from  Goldsborough,  8  from 
Kinston. 

2d.  On  the  night  of  the  8th  at  this  place  I  received  orders  to  report  to 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  J.  Pettigrew,  and  from  him  orders  to  move  on  to  Kinston 
with  the  rifle  guns  of  my  command,  which  consisted  of  four  20-pounder 
Parrott  guns  of  the  Macoii  Light  Artillery,  under  command  of  Lieut. 
[C.  W.]  Slaten,  and  one  3-inch  rifle  of  the  Montgomery  Light  Artillery, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  Davis.  Having  reported  there  with  the 
above-mentioned  guns,  I  was  joined  by  the  following  batteries :  Captain 
Wyatt's,  with  two  12-pounder  Napoleons  (bronze),  one  heavy  12-pouuder 
(bronze),  and  one  10-pounder  Parrott ;  Capt.  [J.j  Graham's,  of  one  3- 
inch  rifle,  one  12-pounder  howitzer,  and  two  6-pounders  (bronze),  and  a 
section  of  Captain  Graham's  battery  (attached  to  Daniel's  brigade),  of 
two  3-inch  rifles.  With  this  artillery  I  marched  in  rear  of  the  brigade 
and  trains  about  21  miles  from  Kinston  and  halted  for  the  night.  About 
a  mile  from  the  camping  ground  I  was  delayed  for  over  three  hours  by 
a  portion  of  the  brigade  wagon  train,  and  when  they  moved  out,  one 
of  my  guns,  a  3-inch  rifle,  broke  through  a  corduroy  bridge,  letting  the 
piece  down  into  the  water;  all  the  other  guns  of  the  command  escaped. 
Two  being  behind  this  were  delayed  until  this  gun  could  be  pried  out 
and  the  bridge  repaired.  All  the  guns  then  crossed  except  the  last  two. 
The  horses  of  the  first  of  these  took  fright  and  pulled  one  side  of  the 
gun-carriage  over  the  edge  of  the  bridge.  The  water  underneath  being 
some  4  feet  deep,  with  great  difficulty  the  wheels  were  taken  off'  the  car 
riage  and  the  gun  dismounted.  To  do  this,  however,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  cut  away  part  of  the  bridge,  and  before  it  could  be  repaired 
and  the  guns  gotten  to  camp  it  was  near  daylight  and  the  men  and 
horses  were  much  jaded. 

At  7  a.  m.  on  the  10th  the  artillery  resumed  the  march  in  the  same 
position  as  the  day  before  and  marched  as  far  as  Palmetto  Creek,  which 
was  crossed  by  all  the  artillery  except  the  20-pounder  battery,  the  first 
gun  of  which  crushed  in  the  bridge  and  was  drawn  out  by  hand  with 
great  difficulty.  The  bridge  was  then  repaired  in  about  three  hours 
and  the  rest  of  the  train  passed  over  and  moved  on,  allowing  the  brigade 
commissary  wagons  to  pass  in  front.  In  this  order  the  inarch  was  con 
tinued  until  within  about  3  miles  of  the  camping  place  for  the  night,  when 
the  artillery  was  stopped  by  the  brigade  wagon  train,  which  had  stalled 
in  the  middle  of  a  stream.  The  wagons  were  removed  by  about  10 
o'clock  that  night,  when  all  the  light  guns  and  one  20-pounder  crossed, 
I  getting  over  about  11.30  o'clock.  The  rest  of  the  20-p>ounders  were 
behind  the  commissary  wagons,  which  did  not  cross  until  about  2  the 
next  evening,  as  the  stream  was  impassable  and  had  to  be  bridged. 
If  this  battery  had  crossed  the  night  before  I  do  not  think  they  could 
have  advanced  farther,  as  the  horses  were  broken  down.  After  cross 
ing,  the  artillery  again  moved  forward  and  arrived  within  about  2  miles 
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of  Barrington's  Ferry  and  halted  with  all  the  guns  except  the  10- 
pounder  Parrott  of  Captain  Wyatt's  battery,  which  I  had  placed  in 
position  under  Lieutenant  Rives  at  Pettiford's  Ferry  to  enfilade  the  work 
at  Barrington's  Ferry  and  fire  at  the  gunboats  when  expedient.  This 
gun  fired  a  number  of  rounds  at  the  encampment  and  redoubt,  the  effect 
of  which  could  not  be  seen,  and  eight  at  a  gunboat,  four  of  which  Lieut. 
[Charles  M.]  Rives  thinks  took  effect,  when  she  hauled  off  out  of  range. 

The  artillery,  with  the  exception  of  this  piece,  was  moved  forward  just 
about  daybreak,  and  I  was  directed  by  General  Pettigrew  to  place  them 
in  position  so  as  to  play  upon  the  earthwork  at  the  ferry  and  the  gun 
boats  upon  the  river.  In  obedience  to  this  order  I  placed  the  guns  of 
Captains  Wyatt's  and  Graham's  batteries  in  position  about  400  yards 
from  the  work,  and  directed  them  to  open  fire  with  shell  and  case-shot, 
which  they  did,  throwing  the  shell  and  case-shot  with  great  precision  in 
the  work.  After  some  rounds  Captain  Wyatt  commenced  firing  solid  shot 
from  some  of  his  guns  to  batter  down  the  breastwork.  It  was  soon  found 
unavailing  and  stopped.  As  soon  as  the  batteries  of  Captains  Wyatt  and 
Graham  commenced  firing  I  ordered  up  the  rifle  guns  and  placed  them 
in  position  on  the  right  and  left  of  these  batteries,  giving  them  orders 
to  direct  their  fire  against  the  gunboats,  except  a  section  of  3-inch  rifles 
under  Lieut.  Aldon  Alexander,  which  was  placed  upon  the  extreme 
right,  with  orders  to  fire  upon  the  earthwork  at  a  point  where  it  seemed 
weakest.  Though  the  guns  were  worked  well  and  fired  accurately  the 
effect  was  small.  The  rest  of  the  rifle  guns  fired  at  the  gunboat,  which 
was  distant  If  miles,  with  but  little  effect.  Although  they  struck  her 
several  times  it  was  impossible,  with  the  very  inferior  ammunition  with 
which  they  were  supplied,  to  shoot  accurately  enough  to  strike  any  vital 
part  unless  by  chance.  After  the  firing  had  continued  about  an  hour 
the  first  piece  of  the  20-pound ers  burst,  mortally  wounding  1  man  and 
severely  wounding  2  others.  About  half  an  hour  after  this,  by  the  di 
rection  of  General  Pettigrew,  the  guns  were  gradually  withdrawn  and 
taken  back  about  1  mile,  with  the  exception  of  the  smooth  guns  of 
Captains  Wyatt's  and  Graham's  batteries,  which  were  kept  close  to  be 
moved  up  if  necessary.  About  3  p.  m.  they  were  withdrawn  and  moved 
back  to  the  halting  place  of  the  night  before  and  halted  there  until 
about  12  o'clock  at  night  of  the  14th,  when  the  artillery  moved  again 
until  it  arrived  at  the  ground  where  I  had  encamped  the  night  of  the 
12th,  and  halted  there  until  about  12  m.  on  the  15th;  then  again  moved 
to  Swift  Creek  and  took  position  to  repel  an  attack  which  was  antici 
pated. 

During  the  march  it  was  found  necessary  to  dismount  and  leave  one 
of  the  20-pounder  Parrotts,  as  the  axle,  which  had  an  old  crack  in  it,  was 
found  on  examination  to  have  broken  in  two  during  the  fire  of  the  14th 
and  could  not  be  replaced.  It  was  hidden,  so  that  it  might  be  sent  for 
hereafter.  I  would  most  respectfully  recommend  that  the  20-pounders 
be  taken  from  the  Macori  Light  Artillery,  as  it  is  a  good  company  and 
deserves  better  than  to  have  its  members  wounded  and  killed  by  defect 
ive  guns. 

I  would  beg  leave,  most  respectfully,  to  call  to  the  favorable  con 
sideration  of  the  general,  Lieut.  Aldon  Alexander,  who  on  the  march 
down  gave  invaluable  aid  by  his  skill  as  an  engineer  and  untiring  energy 
in  commanding,  which  would  without  him  have  been  the  cause  of  much 
greater  delay  than  was  experienced.  All  the  men  and  officers  behaved 
coolly  and  well. 

The  following  were  the  casualties:  Macon  Light  Artillery  had  1  man 
mortally  wounded,  2  severely;  Lieutenant  Alexander's  section  had  1  man 
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wounded  by  a  shell  from  the  enemy,  not  dangerously.  The  remaining 
batteries  lost  none  killed  and  none  wounded.  From  Captain  Graham's 
battery  there  is  1  missing. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  HASKELL, 
Major,  Commanding  Artilery. 
Capt.  [N.  .C.]  HUGHES, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  9. 
Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  J.  Pettigrew,  C.  8.  Army. 

HEADQUARTERS  PETTIGREW'S  BRIGADE, 

Greenville,  N.  C.,  March  17,  1863. 

GENERAL  :  The  expedition  intrusted  to  me  having  failed  in  accom 
plishing  the  hoped-for  result,  I  submit  the  following  statement  of  the 
causes : 

I  left  Goldsborough  on  the  9th  instant  (Monday)  with  the  portion  of 
my  brigade  there  stationed  and  arrived  at  Kinston  on  Tuesday  after 
noon.  That  night  I  received  your  instructions  to  take  the  two  rifled 
guns  of  General  Daniel,  the  four  20-pounder  Parrotts  of  the  reserve 
artillery,  and  the  Whitworth  gun  in  case  it  arrived,  and  to  proceed 
to  Barrington's  Ferry ;  to  get  my  guns  in  position  without  observa 
tion  if  possible ;  to  open  a  concentrated  fire  upon  the  enemy's  work, 
which  it  was  thought  would  so  demoralize  the  enemy  as  to  induce  an 
almost  bloodless  surrender.  I  was  then  to  open  on  the  Yankee  ship 
ping  and  barracks.  It  was  important  that  the  bombardment  should 
begin  on  Thursday.  The  distance  was  57  miles,  and  the  heavy  rain  of 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  had  swollen  the  swamps  and  put  the  roads  in 
very  bad  condition.  Many  of  the  bridges  broke  down  under  the  20- 
pouuders,  all  causing  great  delay,  but  I  wrote  you  that  I  hoped  to  carry 
the  work  by  moonlight  on  Friday  morning  with  the  bayonet,  which  I 
preferred,  as  the  enemy  in  New  Berne  then  would  not  know  the  result 
and  I  might  thus  be  enabled  to  intrench  the  guns  before  the  gunboats 
attacked.  The  infantry  reached  the  camp,  8  miles  from  Barrington's. 
at  dark,  and  I  intended  to  start  at  midnight  for  the  ferry,  but  a  swamp 
some  3  miles  in  rear  of  the  halt  changed  under  the  train  into  a  quick 
sand.  The  men  vainly  worked  all  night  in  the  freezing  water  to  repair 
it.  It  was  necessary  to  bridge  the  whole  swamp  in  a  new  place,  which 
was  done  under  the  superintendence  of  Lieutenant  Koerner,  of  the  Topo 
graphical  Engineers,  who  offered  his  services  and  greatly  aided  me. 
About  3  p.  in.  Friday  the  bridge  was  finished.  The  infantry  arrived  at 
the  ferry  early  in  the  night,  but  the  20-pounders  having  mired,  the  ar 
tillery  was  detained  until  late  in  the  morning. 

In  a  reconnaissance  made  by  me  and  Major  Haskell  and  my  aides 
during  the  afternoon,  Pettiford's  Ferry  had  appeared  a  suitable  point 
for  attacking  the  gunboats  and  perhaps  for  enfilading  the  work.  A 
rifled  gun,  under  Lieutenant  Rives,  was  placed  there  before  daylight. 
The  Twenty-sixth  Regiment  (Col.  [H.  K.]  Burgwyn),  assisted  by  Cap 
tain  Whitford's  Rangers,  were  to  capture  or  drive  in  the  enemy's  pickets. 
The  Twenty-sixth  supported  by  the  Forty-fourth  Regiment,  if  necessary, 
were  to  carry  the  work.  I  hoped  then  to  intrench  the  20-pounders  and 
drive  away  the  gunboats  and  the  enemy  from  hisiutrenchmentsin  front 
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of  New  Berne.  The  first  part  of  this  programme  was  excellently  well 
carried  out;  3  of  the  enemy's  pickets  were  captured ;  the  bridges  within 
the  enemy's  lines  were  repaired.  At  400  yards  we  came  for  the  first 
time  in  view  of  the  work.  The  result  of  what  I  had  heard  of  the  char 
acter  of  the  work  and  learned  from  my  reconnaissance  of  the  previous 
day,  and  from  what  I  now  saw  before  "me,  was  as  follows : 

It  was  a  simple  pan  coupe,  situated  on  a  slight  elevation,  the  height  of 
the  interior  crest  being  8  or  9  feet  and  the  ditch  in  front  6  by  8  feet. 
It  was  flanked  by  a  swamp  of  3  or  4  miles  on  the  right  and  a  swampy 
creek  on  the  left,  so  that  it  could  only  be  approached  in  front.  The 
road  ran  down  to  its  center  and  then  along  the  ditch  of  the  left  half. 
The  garrison  was  composed  of  a  two-years'  regiment,  about  250  or  300 
strong. 

It  was  now  broad  daylight.  The  presumption  was  the  garrison  would 
fire  one  round,  costing  us  50  or  100  men.  I  therefore  decided  to  display 
my  force,  demoralize  them  by  a  heavy  fire,  and  demand  a  surrender,  thus 
saving  my  own  men  and  not  unnecessarily  killing  theirs.  The  light  bat 
teries  deployed  finely  in  to  battery  at  400  yards  from  the  work  and  opened 
upon  it  a  rapid  and  well-directed  fire.  After  a  fetfr  minutes  I  demanded 
a  surrender  by  Lieut.  [Louis  G-.]  Young,  my  aide-de-camp.  This  was 
a  mistake  on  my  part  and  I  regret  it  very  much,  but  it  had  no  effect  upon 
the  principal  object  of  the  movement.  They  declined  surrendering  with 
out  consulting  General  Foster,  &c.  The  firing  was  then  recommenced. 
I  now  devoted  my  attention  to  the  20-pounders.  I  regret  to  say  that 
their  performance  was  execrable — fully  as  bad  as  the  experiments  at 
Goldsborough  led  us  to  fear.  A  gunboat  lay  opposite  us  at  the  wharf 
in  New  Berne,  about  1J  miles  distant,  getting  up  steam  and  firing  upon 
us,  in  which  she  was  aided  by  field  guns,  probably  Whitworths  from 
the  sound  of  the  missiles.  Half  of  the  shells  from  the  20-pounders 
burst  just  outside  of  the  guns.  They  turned  over  in  the  air  and  were 
perfectly  harmless  to  the  enemy.  At  length  the  axle  of  one  of  these 
guns  broke  and  it  became  unserviceable.  Then  another  burst,  wound 
ing  3  men,  1  of  them  mortally.  These  four  20-pounders  were  our  sole 
agents  for  accomplishing  the  object  of  the  expedition.  It  was  now 
painfully  evident  that  they  were  worse  than  useless.  Of  the  six  guns 
composing  the  battery  two  had  burst  at  Fredericksburg,  one  here,  a 
fourth  was  disabled  by  the  breaking  of  an  axle-tree.  The  ammunition 
was  fully  as  bad  as  the  guns.  The  light  guns  would  have  been  effective 
against  gunboats  in  an  ordinary-sized  river,  but  the  Neuse  at  New 
Berne  is  so  wide  as  to  enable  them  to  remove  a  mile  or  two  distant. 
Other  boats  with  heavy  guns  were  coming  round  from  the  Trent.  The 
principal  object  of  the  expedition  having  then  utterly  failed  it  seemed 
to  me  folly  longer  to  expose  the  men  and  materiel  of  the  artillery.  The 
only  question  was  whether  I  should  carry  the  work  before  withdrawing. 
The  Twenty-sixth  had  been  in  waiting  ever  since  daylight  and  would 
have  done  it  in  five  minutes.  The  advantage  of  so  doing  would  have 
been  the  capture  of  some  300  two-years'  men,  with  their  arms.  The 
work  we  could  not  hold.  The  disadvantage  was  the  probable  loss  of 
a  certain  number  of  men  60  miles  from  our  hospitals.  I  decided  against 
it.  It  cost  me  a  struggle,  after  so  much  labor  and  endurance,  to  give 
up  the  edat,  but  I  felt  that  my  duty  to  the  country  required  me  to  save 
my  men  for  some  operation  in  which  sacrifices  would  be  followed  by 
consequences,  not  in  capturing  two-years'  men  and  holding  temporary 
possession  of  breastworks,  however  brilliant  the  operation  might  be.  I 
therefore  withdrew  the  whole  command  except  the  Twenty-sixth  Regi- 
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ment,  which  remained  within  about  500  yards  of  the  place  in  order  to 
cover  the  withdrawal  of  Captain  Whitford's  men.  I  cannot  too  highly 
express  my  admiration  of  the  manner  in  which  they  stood  the  furious 
shelling  of  the  enemy  without  flinching.  The  rest  of  the  command  was 
about  a  mile  distant. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  enemy  having  received  re-enforcements,  I 
thought  he  might  sally  out,  so  I  drew  up  in  line  parallel  to  the  fire  of 
the  gunboats,  the  right  resting  some  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the 
work.  While  in  this  position  the  enemy's  scouts  were  perceived  ad 
vancing,  doubtless  to  discover  our  position,  but  they  disappeared  as 
soon  as  our  skirmishers  showed  themselves.  The  shelling  of  the  gun 
boats  continued  all  day.  The  two  rifled  guns  at  Pettiford's  Ferry  re 
plied,  and,  I  have  every  reason  to  think,  disabled  one. 

Later  in  .the  afternoon  I  withdrew  to  my  camp.  During  the  night 
the  sounds  of  drums,  bugles,  and  bands  in  New  Berne  announced  that 
their  forces  had  retreated  from  General  Daniel's  front;  but  as  we  heard 
nothing  from  his  guns  after  12  m.  I  concluded  that  he  had  not  pursued. 
The  whole  force  in  New  Berne  could  thus  be  thrown  upon  my  rear  at 
very  short  notice,  so  the  next  day  (Sunday)  I  fell  back  8  miles,  within 
striking  distance  of  Swift  Creek.  I  then  received  your  order  to  proceed 
to  Greenville. 

It  will  thus  be  seen,  general,  that  the  not  capturing  of  the  fort  was 
owing  to  myself,  for  which  I  have  given  my  reasons,  good  or  bad.  The 
failure  of  the  effort  to  drive  the  gunboats  out  of  New  Berne  and  the 
troops  from  their  intrenchments  was  owing  solely  to  the  utter  worth- 
lessness  of  the  20  pounder  Parrotts,  which  had  hung  around  our  necks 
like  a  millstone  during  the  march  and  failed  us  in  the  vital  moment. 
My  attack  was  partly  effective  in  withdrawing  the  troops  from  General 
Daniel's  front,  and  had  I  been  supplied  with  four  Whit  worth  guns  I 
firmly  believe  you  might  have  slept  in  New  Berne  that  night. 

For  details  of  the  artillery  I  refer  to  the  report  of  Major  Haskell,  who 
discharged  his  whole  duty. 

I  was  greatly  indebted  throughout  to  that  gallant  and  efficient  officer 
Captain  Whitford. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  bearing  testimony  to  the  unsurpassed  military 
good  conduct  of  those  under  me.  In  seven  days  they  inarched  127  miles, 
waded  swamps,  worked  in  them  by  night  and  day,  bivouacked  in  the 
rain,  sometimes  without  fire,  never  enjoyed  a  full  night's  rest  alter  the 
first,  besides  undergoing  a  furious  shelling,  and  discharging  other 
duties.  All  this  without  murmuring  or  even  getting  sick. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining.  Several 
boat-loads  of  apparently  dead  or  wounded  men  were  sent  over  to  New 
Berne. 

Our  casualties  were  caused  by  the  bursting  of  the  20-pounder  and  by 
the  shells  from  the  gunboats.  The  fort  did  not  return  our  fire  at  all. 
Including  concussions  and  other  trivial  injuries  they  amount  to  23,  dis 
tributed  as  follows : 

Killed 2 

Seriously  wouuded  (2  mortally,  since  died) 7 

Slightly  wounded 14 

Total 23 

Among  the  wounded  is  the  adjutant-general  of  the  brigade,  Capt.  [N. 
C.]  Hughes,  whose  face  was  injured  by  sand  thrown  into  it  by  the  strik 
ing  of  a  shell  upon  the  ground  nearly  in  front  of  him. 
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We  left  the  fragments  of  the  20-pounder  that  burst  on  the  Held  in 
front  of  the  work  at  Barriugton's  Ferry.  They  could  not  have  her  taken 
off  without  a  wagon. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  J.  PETTIGREW, 

Brigadier- General,  Provisional  Army,  Confederate  States. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina. 

[Inclosure.] 

GOLDSBOROUGH,  N.  C.,  March  10,  1863. 
[Brig.  Gen.  J.  J.  PETTIGREW:] 

I  wish  you  to  take  all  the  rifled  guns  in  your  own  brigade,  Daniel's, 
and  the  reserve  artillery,  and  the  Whitworth  gun  from  Wilmington  (if 
arrived)  and  move  with  your  brigade  to  the  neighborhood  of  Barring- 
ton's  Ferry.  Get  all  your  guns  in  position,  if  possible,  without  observa 
tion  and  open  a  concentrated  fire  upon  the  enemy's  work  at  the  ferry. 
It  is  thought  that  this  can  be  reduced;  if  so,  push  up  your  guns  to  it 
after  its  fall  and  open  upon  the  Yankee  shipping  and  barracks.  It  is 
important  that  this  bombardment  shall  begin  on  Thursday,  and  your 
brigade  must  move  part  of  the  way  to-morrow.  It  is  proper  for  you  to 
know  that  there  is  to  be  a  combined  movement  from  the  James  to  the 
Cape  Fear,  and  you  are  to  begin  it.  Upon  your  success  depends  very 
much  the  success  of  the  scheme.  The  condition  of  Contentnea  Creek 
or  the  roads  below  may  prevent  your  march,  or  there  may  be  other  ob 
jections  which  I  do  not  understand.  If  so,  wait  until  you  see  me  j 
hope  to  be  down  to-morrow.  I  most  earnestly  hope,  however,  there 
will  be  no  obstacle  in  the  way.  I  have  written  to  General  Garnett,  at 
Greenville,  that  you  would  begin  on  Thursday.  Everything  is  in 
trusted  to  your  skill,  prudence,  and  good  management. 
With  great  respect, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major-  General. 


Ko.  10. 
Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Richard  B.  Garnett,  C.  8.  Army. 

HEADQUARTERS  GARNETT'S  BRIGADE, 

Tarborough,  N.  C.,  March  11,  1863. 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report,  which  I 
deem  important  you  should  be  in  possession  of : 

My  last  regiment  has  just  arrived.  My  troops  have  been  very  much 
delayed  on  the  route,  owing  to  want  of  concert  among  the  railroad 
agents.  I  did  not  receive  your  letter  of  instructions  until  about  1  o'clock 
to-day,  which  was  the  first  reliable  information  I  had  of  my  destination. 
Being  entirely  ignorant  of  the  country  in  which  I  was  ordered  to  oper 
ate,  I  consulted  with  the  post  quartermaster,  Captain  Brown,  who  in 
formed  me  that  he  had  done  business  in  Hyde  County  for  many  years. 
He  was  of  the  opinion  that  it  had  been  very  much  stripped  by  the 
Yankees,  and  introduced  to  me  a  Mr.  Blount,  of  the  Forty-first  North 
Carolina  Regiment,  whom  he  represented  as  a  very  trustworthy  man 
and  a  native  of  Beaufort,  the  adjoining  county  to  Hyde.  Mr.  Blount 
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gives  ine  the  following  information,  which  he  obtained  in  Hyde  County 
while  endeavoring  to  get  out  a  horse  belonging  to  him* 

The  Yankee  troops  have  destroyed  the  following  bridges:  Pungo 
Bridge,  100  yards  long ;  Wilkerson  Creek  Bridge,  40  yards  long ;  Broad 
Creek  Bridge,  60  yards  long,  and  Rose  Bay  Bridge,  20  yards  long.  (All 
of  these  except  the  first  are  in  Hyde  County,  and  must  be  rebuilt  before 
wagons  can  pass  over  the  only  accessible  road  through  the  county. 
This  last  fact  is  confirmed  by  Captain  Brown.)  Mr.  Blouut  was  told  by 
Dr.  Milton  Selby  and  Mr.  Davis  (gentlemen  of  high  standing  in  Hyde) 
that  the  Federal  troops  had  lately  made  several  raids  into  the  county 
(one  about  a  week  since),  destroying  and  carrying  oft'  large  quantities 
of  bacon  (about  15,000  pounds  from  a  Mr.  Bell),  besides  wantonly  killing 
beef-cattle  and  other  stock.  The  number  of  the  enemy  in  their  last 
expedition  was  about  1,500,  Mr.  Blount  reports  ten  gunboats  on  the 
Sound,  two  of  which  he  saw  in  Pungo  River. 

I  have  but  few  mechanics  in  my  command  and  no  building-tools  ex 
cept  axes.  It  would  be  almost  impossible  to  build  a  bridge  over  the 
Pungo  River  if  attacked  by  the  gunboats,  which  would  probably  be  the 
case,  as  the  water  is  some  20  feet  deep  and  the  work  would  necessarily 
occupy  several  days.  With  regard  to  the  other  bridges  I  can  form  no 
idea,  being  ignorant  of  the  facility  for  getting  timber,  &e.,  in  their  neigh 
borhood.  You  can  judge,  seeing  the  distance  I  would  have  to  march  and 
the  detention  I  would  meet  with  from  the  causes  above  stated,  whether 
the  concert  you  mentioned  with  other  troops  could  be  carried  out. 

I  shall  leave  for  Greenville  to-morrow  morning,  which  place  I  cannot 
reach  until  the  next  day.     As  the  information  may  modify  your  views, 
I  am  desirous  of  hearing  from  you  as  soon  as  possible.     You  will  there 
fore  oblige  me  very  much  by  replying  by  the  bearer. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  GARNETT, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL,  Commanding. 


Ko.  11. 
Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Junius  Daniel,  C.  S.  Army. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Kinston,  N.  C.,  March  11,  18G3. 

GENERAL  :  Your  letters  of  instructions  have  been  received  and  de 
livered.  General  Robertson  left  yesterday;  General  Pettigrew  this 
morning;  Major  Haskell  is  about  leaving.  I  am  very  anxious  that  you 
should  come  down  to-day.  You  are  aware  that  there  are  four  roads 
from  this  place  to  New  Berne  besides  the  railroad.  I  do  not  think  I  can 
advance  in  any  force  or  with  wagons  over  any  other  than  the  lower 
Trent.  The  bridges  are  destroyed  on  Neuse  and  Dover  roads  and  it 
will  require  a  day  or  two  to  build  them.  You  are  also  aware  that  un 
less  General  Robertson  operates  between  the  Trent  and  White  Oak  that 
the  upper  Trent  road  will  be  left  open  to  the  enemy.  I  think  I  under 
stood  from  General  Robertson  that  his  orders  were  to  operate  on 
south  side  of  Trent,  allowing  him  to  go  beyond  the  White  Oak  I  pre 
sume. 
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The  only  news  from  the  enemy  is  that  of  the  8th.     The  enemy's  cav 
alry  went  to  Swansborongh  from  Smith's  Mill,  where  they  met  some 
of  their  men  in  boats.     The  cavalry  returned  to  Smith's  Mill  on  the  9th. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JUNIUS  DANIEL, 

Brigadier-  General. 
Maj.  Gen.  I).  H.  HILL, 

Commanding  at  Qoldsborotigh,  N.  C. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Beverly  H.  Robertson,   C.  8.  Army,  commanding 

Cavalry. 

HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  BRIGADE, 

March  21,  1863. 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  major- 
general  commanding,  that  on  Monday,  the  9th  instant,  in  obedience  to 
his  written  instructions,  and  immediately  after  their  receipt,  I  moved 
with  six  squadrons  of  my  command — three  from  the  Fifty-ninth  and  the 
remainder  from  the  Sixty  third  Kegiment  North  Carolina  Troops,  in  a.ll 
about  500  men — to  the  south  side  of  Trent  River 5  thence  toward  Jack 
sonville,  the  enemy  having  been  reported  advancing  in  that  direction. 

Upon  my  arrival  at  Huggins'  farm  I  was  informed  by  Capt.  [T.  W.] 
Harris,  [Company  E,  Sixty-third  North  Carolina  Troops,  or  Fifth  Cav 
alry],  on  picket  duty  in  that  vicinity,  that  the  Yankees  had  recrossed  the 
White  Oak  River  and  probably  returned  to  New  Berne.  Learning  next 
morning  (Thursday)  that  they  were  reported  in  force  at  Trenton,  I  at 
once  started  for  that  point  via  Comfort,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  I  en 
camped  the  same  night. 

Early  on  the  following  day,  in  order  to  protect  Daniel's  right  and  re- 
connoiter  the  country,  I  proceeded  to  Pollocksville,  where  it  was  stated 
the  enemy  had  their  pickets  stationed  and  were  strongly  fortified.  Upon 
my  arrival  there  I  ascertained  the  Yankees  had  crossed  Mill  Creek 
several  days  previous  and  destroyed  the  bridge  over  that  stream,  which, 
on  account  of  the  recent  rains,  I  found  impassable  for  cavalry,  at  least 
in  that  vicinity.  I  therefore  returned  to  McDaniel's  Mill  and  encamped, 
leaving  Mclntire's  squadron  on  picket  at  Pollocksville  and  Mill  Creek, 
with  orders  to  hold  those  places  at  all  hazards.  With  a  view  to  carry 
ing  out  the  instructions  of  the  major-general  commanding,  I  detached 
a  party  under  command  of  Lieut.  W.  J.  Wiley,  Company  F,  Sixty-third 
Regiment,  with  directions  to  move  rapidly  and  cut  the  railroad  between 
Sheppardsville  and  New  Berne.  I  provided  the  party  with  a  few  axes 
and  sent  with  it  the  only  good  guide  I  had — Private  Dennis,  Forty-first 
.Kegiment  North  Carolina  Troops.  With  the  bulk  of  my  force  I  deter 
mined  either  to  head  Mill  Creek  and  operate  in  the  enemy's  rear  nearer 
New  Berne  or  move  upon  Sheppardsville.  Upon  reaching  Eichard  Old- 
field's  I  was  informed  by  a  most  respectable,  intelligent,  and  loyal  citi 
zen  (well  known  to  many  of  my  officers),  and  perfectly  familiar  with 
that  section  of  country,  that  but  few  cavalry  could  be  advantageously 
used  there.  I  therefore  decided  to  detach  a  good  squadron,  with  instruc 
tions  to  strike  a  blow  at  or  near  Evans'  farm,  about  7  miles  from  New 
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Berrie.  With  his  usual  alacrity  Col.  [P.  G.J  Evans,  [Sixty-third  North 
Carolina  Troops,  or  Fifth  Cavalry],  who  is  perfectly  acquainted  with 
that  neighborhood,  volunteered  to  command  it  and  selected  Capt.  [E.  F.] 
Shaw's  squadron.  With  the  remainder  of  my  command  I  moved  on  to 
ward  Sheppardsville,  reaching  Peletier's  Mill,  20  odd  miles  distant,  before 
sunset.  After  gaining  from  reliable  sources  all  the  information  I  could 
relative  to  the  enemy's  strength,  position,  &c.,  1  made  arrangements  to 
attack  Sheppardsville  early  next  day  (Sunday),  or  at  least  to  occupy 
the  enemy's  attention  at  that  point  while  Colonel  Ferebee,  who  promptly 
offered  his  services  for  the  purpose,  would  destroy  the  railroad  above 
Newport  Creek,  taking  the  left-hand  road  beyond  Kennedy's  Mill. 
During  the  night  official  dispatches  were  received,  both  from  the  major- 
general  commanding  and  from  Colonel  Evans,  whose  contents  induced 
me  to  abandon  my  plan.  By  reference  to  the  map  you  will  perceive 
that  I  had  reached  a  point  25  or  30  miles  in  front  of  Smith's  Mill,  on  White 
Oak,  following  the  only  road  by  which  it  was  possible  for  me  to  return. 

Colonel  Evans  having  been  compelled  to  fall  back  over  Mill  Creek  my 
position  was  by  no  means  desirable,  since  in  the  event  of  the  enemy's 
advance  to  the  fork  of  the  road  at  Smith's  Mill  I  should  have  been  forced 
to  cut  my  way  through  or  swim  the  White  Oak  at  Swansborough.  Some 
time  before  day  Lieutenant  Wiley's  party  returned  and  reported  they 
had  torn  up  the  railroad  track  at  a  point  3  miles  above  Sheppardsville. 
From  the  proximity  of  the  enemy's  forces  they  were  compelled  to  wait 
until  after  night  to  commence  operations.  I  was  highly  gratified  with 
the  promptness  and  efficiency  displayed  by  Lieutenant  Wiley  and  party. 

Colonel  Evans  had  not  advanced  more  than  6  or  7  miles  beyond  Mill 
Creek  before  he  encountered  a  large  force  of  the  enemy's  cavalry ,  with 
which  he  skirmished  awhile,  resulting  in  the  loss  of  one  horse  killed  on 
our  side  and  disabling  one  of  the  enemy's.  The  colonel  then  ordered  a 
charge,  but  the  road  was  in  such  condition  that  the  horses  mired  down 
and  two  men  were  dismounted.  The  shouting,  however,  had  the  effect  of 
routing  the  Yankees,  but  the  colonel  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  pursue, 
as  his  rear  was  much  exposed.  A  prisoner  whom  we  captured  reported 
a  large  force  in  that  vicinity,  as  did  also  a  loyal  citizen. 

Colonel  Evans  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  coolness  and  gal 
lantry  of  Captain  Shaw  and  Lieut.  John  C.  Hines,  of  Company  C.  He 
also  mentions  the  good  conduct  of  Sergt.  Lewis  H.  Dardeu,  whose  horse 
was  killed  under  him;  Privates  Thomas  O.  Bunting,  Eichard  H.  Lee, 
Charles  Butler,  Thomas  M.  Ferrill,  Walter  J.  Moore,  George  M.  Tatum, 
George  Vaun,  Cornelius  Timothy,  Isaac  W.  Grist,  and  Corpl.  W.  F. 
Culbreth,  all  of  whom  volunteered  to  go  to  the  front  and  watch  the 
enemy. 

I  am  pleased  to  state  that  my  whole  command  during  the  march  con 
tinued  in  excellent  spirits  despite  the  weather,  and  seemed  anxious  to 
engage  the  foe.  My  movements  were  seriously  interrupted  and  impeded 
by  the  scarcity  of  forage,  of  which  there  is  not  sufficient  to  supply  the 
wants  of  the  few  citizens  remaining  in  those  counties. 

I  am  greatly  in  need  of  a  good  battery,  and  respectfully  ask  that  one 
be  ordered  to  me  without  delay. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  EOBEETSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Maj.  ARCHER  ANDERSON, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqnt.  Dept.  of  N.  0.,  Goldsborough. 
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MARCH  10-13,  1863.— Demonstration  on  Plymouth,  N.  C. 

Report  of  Maj.   Walter  G.  Bartholomew,  Twenty-seventh   Massachusetts 
Infantry,  commanding  Post. 

PLYMOUTH,  N.  0.,  March  13, 1863. 

G-ENEKAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  10th  instant,  at 
about  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  enemy  made  their  appearance,  about  50  strong, 
within  rifle-shot  of  our  outpost.  I  immediately  ordered  the  garrison  to 
take  position  in  line  of  the  inside  pickets  and  sent  a  company  out  as  skir 
mishers,  who  proceeded  about  2  miles  and  found  they  were  in  force  one- 
half  mile  farther  on.  I  reported  to  Captain  Flusser,  of  the  gunboat 
Perry,  but  the  enemy  not  making  any  further  demonstrations  at  that  time 
did  not  open  upon  them.  After  standing  an  hour  in  a  drenching  rain 
another  alarm  was  given.  As  the  enemy  advanced  and  fired  upon  our 
pickets  the  gunboats  commenced  to  shell  them,  and  they  retired.  They 
made  their  appearance  again  about  10  in  the  evening  so  close  to  our 
lines  that  we  could  hear  them  speak  distinctly.  At  a  signal  from  the 
boats  the  pickets  were  drawn  in,  and  they  were  again  shelled,  as  I  learn, 
with  good  effect,  as  several  were  reported  killed  and  wounded.  We 
were  under  arms  the  remainder  of  the  night  but  were  not  molested.  In 
the  morning  I  sent  a  party  to  reconnoiter,  who  went  as  far  as  Oorpeur's 
blacksmith's  shop,  which  had  been  used  as  a  picket  post,  and  burned  it 
in  sight  of  the  enemy,  and  ascertained  their  strength  to  be  about  800 
men  of  the  Seventeenth  North  Carolina  Regiment. 

This  morning  (the  13th),  about  2  o'clock,  three  rockets  were  sent  up 
by  the  enemy  and  were  answered  by  two  blue  ones  several  miles  up  the 
river.  Thus  we  are  still  in  doubt  as  to  what  they  intend  to  do,  but  ex 
pect  to  meet  them  with  determination  whatever  way  they  come.  Both 
officers  and  men  behaved  with  their  usual  gallantry,  and  expressed  much 
disappointment  that  the  affair  should  end  so  quietly. 
I  am,  general,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  BARTHOLOMEW, 

Major,  Commanding  Post. 


MARCH  17,  1863.— Skirmish  near  Franklin,  Va. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1.— Maj.  Gen.  John  J.  Peck,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2.— Col.  Samuel  P.  Spear,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Ko.  1. 
Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  J.  Peck,  U.  S.  Army. 

SUFFOLK,  VA.,  March  17, 1863. 

DEAR  Sra  :  Colonel  Spear  was  delayed  from  four  to  five  hours,  and 
reached  the  vicinity  of  Franklin  about  9  o'clock.  He  charged  with 
cavalry,  capturing  one  lieutenant,  but  his  men  failed  to  get  over  the 
earthworks,  ditches,  &c.  He  made  a  second  charge  with  like  results. 
He  shelled  them  with  effect.  He  went  down  toward  South  Quay  and  is 
now  returning.  Major  Stratton  led  a  charge  and  was  twice  wounded. 
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but  only  slightly.  Lieut.  [G.  B.]  Knight  and  one  man  missing.  Lieut, 
[S.  L.]  Monday  "is  badly  wounded.  It  was  a  bold  dash  for  cavalry,  and 
impressed  the  rebels  with  the  idea  that  our  men  were  in  earnest. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Ma jor -General. 
General  Dix. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Col.  Samuel  P.  Spear,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

HDQRS.  ELEVENTH  PENNSYLVANIA'  VOL.  CAVALRY, 

Camp  Suffolk,  Va.,  March  IS,  1863. 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  a  reconnais 
sance  made  by  me  in  the  direction  of  Franklin,  &c. : 

On  the  evening  of  the  16th  I  received  orders  from  the  commanding 
general,  through  his  assistant  adjutant-general,  to  make  a  thorough  in 
vestigation  of  the  ground  occupied  by  a  supposed  force  on  the  Black- 
water,  and  opposite  to,  on  this  side  of  the  river  from  Franklin.  I  ac 
cordingly  left  Suffolk  in  command  of  350  cavalry  and  four  pieces  of 
Davis'  battery,  and,  proceeding  very  cautiously,  arrived  at  and  found 
the  enemy's  outer  pickets  at  Hebron  Church,  half  a  mile  from  Carrsville 
and  4J  miles  this  side  of  Franklin.  They  at  once  fled  to  the  woods, 
and  undoubtedly,  by  a  pathway,  gave  information  of  my  approach.  1 
advanced,  and  at  a  point  1  mile  this  side  of  Franklin  found  a  small 
picket;  captured  a  first  lieutenant  in  charge  and  sent  him  at  once  to 
your  headquarters.  Here  I  ordered  a  charge  of  three  companies,  under 
Maj.  F.  A.  Stratton,  and  he  gallantly  made  the  same,  in  which,  imme 
diately  under  the  breastworks  of  the  enemy,  he  lost  his  horse  and  full 
equipments.  Some  of  his  men  were  wounded  and  Lieut.  Samuel  L, 
Monday  was  badly  wounded  in  the  abdomen.  The  party  under  command 
of  Major  Stratton,  after  examining  the  enemy's  defenses,  &c.,  and  in 
accordance  to  orders,  returned  and  joined  my  main  body.  Captain  Davis- 
was  then  directed  and  threw  about  eighteen  shells  directly  into  the  en 
emy's  lines,  which  must  have  done  great  destruction. 

1  then  ordered  cease  firing  and  made  a  second  charge  of  three  com 
panies,  under  Maj.  George  T.  Cornog,  which  was  done  in  such  a  man 
ner  as  to  merit  my  thanks.  The  enemy's  intrenchments,  masked  bat 
tery,  and  rifle-pits  were  so  constructed  as  to  be  impassable  for  cavalry, 
and  while  no  results  could  be  gained  by  me,  enabled  him  to  a  very 
great  advantage. 

The  fortifications,  rifle-pits,  &c.,  are  about  200  yards  from  Black  water 
Eiver  and  running  nearly  parallel  with  it,  and  it  is  estimated,  by  a 
minute  examination,  that  one  regiment  of  infantry,  about  250  cavalry, 
two  10-pounder  rifled  guns,  and  one  section  of  rocket  battery  is  the 
strength  of  the  enemy  on  this  side  of  the  river  at  that  point. 

Inclosed  please  find  a  list  of  wounded  and  missing,*  and  see  note  of 
some  since  returned.  Lieutenant  Knight  must,  I  think,  have  been 
thrown  from  his  horse,  and  is  probably  now  a  prisoner  unhurt. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  commend  highly  the  conduct  of  Majs.  Frank 
lin  A.  Stratton  and  George  T.  Cornog  for  their  prompt,  energetic, 
and  spirited  manner  in  conducting  their  respective  charges,  and  unless 

"Not  found,  liegimental  returns  report  1  officer  and  2  men  wounded,  and  1  officer 
^nd  11  men  missing. 
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these  movements  had  been  made  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  have 
given  a  correct  or  even  a  slight  account  of  the  enemy's  defenses, 
strength,  &c. 

Lieut.  Samuel  L.Monday  was  seriously  wounded*  while  in  the  per 
formance  of  his  duty,  and  I  regret  exceedingly  this  serious  injury  to  an 
excellent  and  promising  officer. 

Capt.  Phineas  A.  Davis  is  deserving  of  great  credit  for  his  portion  of 
duty  iii  the  reconnaissance,  and  officers  and  men  all  behaved  well. 

Having  performed  the  duty  assigned  me,  I  returned  to  camp  at  7  last 
evening. 

While  I  regret  exceedingly  the  loss  in  missing  I  am  positive  that  I 
could  not  have  carried  out  my  instructions  with  less  casualties. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  SPEAK, 

Colonel  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry* 
Maj.  B.  B.  FOSTER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General 


MARCH  23,  1863.—  Skirmish  at  Winfield,  N.  C. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1.  —  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  Department  of  Virginia. 
Xo.  2.  —  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  Department  of  North 

Carolina. 
Xo.  3.  —  Maj.  Gen.  John  J.  Peck,  U.  S.  Army. 


Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  Depart 

ment  of  Virginia. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  March  29,  1803. 

On  the  23d  the  enemy,  with  three  companies  Forty-second  North  Car 
olina  and  a  guerrilla  force,  under  command  of  Colonel  Brown,  Forty- 
second  North  Carolina,  attacked  the  post  at  Winfield,  on  the  Chowaii, 
below  Gatesville.  Lieutenant  McLaue,  with  part  of  a  company  of  the 
First  North  Carolina  Volunteers,  took  refuge  in  a  block-house,  and  after 
an  hour  and  a  half's  fighting  repulsed  the  enemy.  The  next  day  Gen 
eral  Foster  came  up  from  Plymouth  with  three  companies,  which  were 
landed  and  sent  in  pursuit.  Four  companies  of  the  Eleventh  Pennsyl 
vania  Cavalry  were  sent  from  Suffolk  the  same  day  by  General  Peck. 
Some  of  Colonel  Brown's  command  succeeded  in  crossing  the  Chowan, 
The  residue  were  overtaken  by  General  Foster's  companies,  and  after  a 
skirmish  were  dispersed  and  scattered  in  the  swamps.  Our  troops  were 
trying  to  hunt  them  up  at  last  accounts.  This  morniug  the  enemy 
attacked  William  sburg  with  infantry  and  cavalry,  and  were  repulsed 
by  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  under  Colonel  Lewis.  They  had 
retreated  an  hour  ago.  All  was  quiet  at  Williamsburg,  and  Colonel 
Lewis  had  re-established  his  pickets. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major  -General. 

Major-General  HALLECK,  General-in-Chief. 

*  Died  of  his  wounds  March  18,  1863. 
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No.   2. 

Report  ofMaj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  Depart 
ment  of  North  Carolina. 

CHOWAN  EIVER,  STEAMER  JOHN  FARON, 

March  25,  1863. 

GENERAL  :  The  rebels  attacked  the  post  at  Winfield  on  the  morning 
of  the  23d  at  daybreak.  Lieutenant  McLane,  with  the  portion  of  his 
company  (of  the  First  North  Carolina  Volunteers)  that  had  not  left  him, 
took  refuge  in  the  block-house,  and  after  one  and  a  half  hours'  fighting 
repulsed  the  enemy,  whose  force  consisted  of  three  companies  of  the 
Forty-second  North  Carolina  and  a  guerrilla  force,  all  under  the  com 
mand  of  Colonel  Brown,  of  the  Forty-second  North  Carolina.  I  was  at 
Plymouth  at  the  time  and  ran  up  with  three  companies,  landed  them, 
and  started  them  in  pursuit,  at  the  same  time  patroling  the  river  with 
my  boat  to  prevent  their  recrossing  and  also  sending  for  some  cavalry 
to  General  Peck,  at  Suffolk,  to  scour  the  country  and  pick  up  stragglers. 
Some  of  Colonel  Brown's  command  succeeded  in  recrossing,  but  the  re 
mainder  were  overtaken  by  our  companies  at  Eocky  Hock  Creek  yes 
terday  morning  and  attacked,  and  after  a  short  skirmish  scattered  into 
the  swamps. 

Four  companies  of  your  fine  regiment,  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  arrived  at  night,  too  late  to  do  much  scouting,  but  will  to-day 
try  to  force  out  these  fugitive  rebels.  You  can,  if  you  choose,  send  a 
brief  epitome  of  this  small  affair  to  General  Halleck. 

If  you  still  entertain  the  idea  of  holding  the  country  north  of  the 
Albemarle,  now  garrisoned  by  very  small  parties,  I  shall  be  happy  to 
vacate  whenever  you  find  it  convenient  to  replace  my  small  garrisons 
or  to  establish  others  more  convenient  for  you.  I  think  the  post  at 
Wiufield  should  be  maintained  to  intercept  smuggling  across  the 
Chowan  Eiver. 

With  great  respect,  very  truly,,  yours, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-  General,  Volunteers. 

General  JOHN  A.  Dix, 

Comdg.  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. 


No.  3. 
Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  J.  PecJc,  U.  S.  Army. 

SUFFOLK,  VA.,  March  23,  1863. 

The  post  at  Winfield,  N.  C.,  was  attacked  this  morning  by  a  consid 
erable  force  of  guerrillas  in  the  absence  of  the  gunboat.  One  of  the 
pickets  came  in.  I  at  once  ordered  Major  Stratton  to  go  down  with  a 
party  of  cavalry  and  render  any  assistance  in  his  power. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 
General  Dix. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  March  24,  1863. 

A  communication  from  General  Foster's  headquarters  reached  me 
this  morning.     The  gunboats  had  arrived  at  Wintield  from  Plymouth 
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and  relieved  the  garrison  after  all  their  barracks  were  burned.  They 
crossed  8  miles  below.  Yesterday  I  sent  a  strong  party,  under  Major 
Stratton,  and  hope  we  may  be  able  to  cut  off  and  capture  some  of  them. 
Shall  follow  them -up. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 
General  Dix. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  March  25, 1863. 

Major  Stratton  reached  Wiufield  at  8  a.  m.,  in  excellent  time.  The 
gunboat  had  been  back  with  four  companies  of  infantry  and  left  again 
prior  to  his  arrival.  The  infantry  were  in  pursuit.  The  rebels  moved 
off  toward  Eden  ton.  Some  heavy  guns  were  heard  in  that  direction. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 
Major-General  Dix. 


MARCH  29,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Williamsburg,  Va.     - 

REPORTS,    ETC.* 

No.  1. — Brig.  Gen.  Richard  Busteed,  U.   S.  Army,  commanding   at  Yorktown,  and 

orders. 

No.  2. — Lieut.  Col.  William  Lewis,  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry.* 
No.  3.— Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Wise,  C.  S.  Army. 
No.  4.— Col.  William  B.  Tabb,  C.  S.  Army. 
No.  5.— Capt.  G.  A.  Wallace,  C.  S.  Army. 

NO.    1. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Richard  Busteed*,  V.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  York- 

town,  and  orders. 

YORKTOWN,  March  30,  1863. 

I  sent  you  this  morning  the  report  of  Colonel  Lewis,  who  is  now  here. 
Our  casualties  were  5  wounded,  6  missing,  and  2  murdered.  The  boots 
were  stolen  from  off  our  dead. 

The  enemy's  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  according  to  the  most  reli 
able  accounts,  is  at  least  18.  He  came  with  a  train  of  wagons  and  four 
Held  pieces,  and  was  guided  into  the  town  by  citizens  of  Williamsburg 
at  three  different  points. 

I  will  send  you  to-morrow  three  of  the  enemy's  force,  who  deserted  to 
us.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  report  everything  quiet  now. 

'EICHARD  BUSTEED, 

Brigadier-  Genera I,  Commanding. 
General  Dix. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Tori-town,  Va.,  March  29,  1863. 
Colonel  LEWIS: 

I  received  on  Thursday  from  General  Dix  a  telegram  that  Williams- 
burg  must  not  be  destroyed  unless  actually  taken  possession  of  by  the 

*  See  also  Dix  to  Keyes,  May  26,  1863,  in  "  Correspondence,  etc.,"  post. 
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enemy,  and  then  not  unless  absolutely  necessary  for  our  own  safety. 
Yon  must  be  guided  by  these  rules  in  all  that  you  do. 

B1CHAKD  BUSTEED, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  the  Forces  at  YorTttown. 

ORDERS.]  FOURTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Yorktown,  Fa.,  March  29,  1863. 
COMMANDING  OFFICER, 

Williamsburg,  Va. : 

The  attack  of  the  enemy  on  our  lines  at  Williamsburg  this  (Sabbath) 
morning  was  accompanied  by  circumstances  of  so  aggravated  a  char 
acter  as  to  call  for  prompt  and  severe  punishment  to  those  most  impli 
cated.  Conclusive  evidence  has  been  furnished  to  the  commanding 
general  that  the  attack  was  aided,  if  not  planned,  by  citizens  of  Will 
iamsburg  and  carried  to  a  successful  end  by  them  and  their  abettors 
outside  the  lines;  that  the  enemy  were  led  into  the  city  by  one  or  more 
citizens,  and  that  when  once  in  they  were  enabled  by  the  aid  of  the 
citizens  and  their  own  overwhelming  force  to  occupy  the  most  advan 
tageous  points  for  attack  and  defense ;  that  upon  their  occupation  of 
the  city  they  were  assisted  by  the  citizens  in  their  attack  upon  our 
forces,  who  were  fired  upon  from  the  houses  lining  the  streets,  the 
dead  bodies  of  the  murdered  being  despoiled  and  stripped,  their  boots 
pulled  oft*  their  feet;  that  the  stores  of  their  sympathizers  within  the 
city  were  thrown  open  to  their  advantage  and  their  horses  loaded  with 
packs  prepared  for  their  arrival.  To  provide  against  a  repetition  of 
the  outrage,  the  commanding  general  directs  : 

1st.  That  all  the  privileges  to  all  store-keepers  in  the  city  of  Williams- 
burg  to  purchase  and  sell  goods  are  revoked. 

2d.  That  all  citizens  in  the  city  of  Williamsburg  and  vicinity  who  are 
willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  will  present  themselves  to  the  provost-marshal  of  Williamsburg* 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  such  oath  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  April, 
1863. 

3d.  That  all  citizens  in  the  city  of  Williamsburg  and  vicinity  who  are 
not  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  excepting  the  servants  and  employes  of  the  Eastern 
Lunatic  Asylum  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  will  prepare  themselves  and 
their  families  to  be  placed  beyond  the  lines  now  occupied  by  the  armed 
forces  of  the  said  Government  by  the  2d  day  of  April,  1863. 

4th.  The  greatest  publicity  possible  will  be  given  to  this  order  and 
the  cause  leading  to  its  issue,  and  the  end  to  be  accomplished  by  its 
enforcement  will  be  communicated  to  all  concerned. 

By  order  of  Brigadier- General  Busteed,  commanding  post: 

C.  C.  SUYDAM, 
Assistant  Adjuta nt- General. 

YORKIOWN,  VA.,  March  30,  1863. 
Col.  WILLIAM  LEWIS, 

Commanding  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  : 

General  Dix  directs  that  the  or'der  1  issued  to  you  to-day  shall  not 
be  enforced.  You  will  therefore  consider  it  as  revoked.  Notify  the 
provost-marshal  at  Williamsburg. 

KICFIARD  BUSTEED, 
Brigadier- General ',  Commanding. 
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HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  March  31,  1S63. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  D.  KEYES, 

Commanding,  Yorktown,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  In  view  of  the  raid  on  Williamsburg  on  Sunday  last,  and 
rumors  of  complicity  on  the  part  of  the  in  habitants  with  the  assailants, 
you  will  give  orders  as  follows : 

1st.  No  persons  will  be  allowed  to  go  to  Williamsburg  from  any  point 
south  of  Fort  Magruder  without  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance/ 

2d.  No  citizen  of  Williamsburg  will  be  permitted  to  go  to  Yorktown 
or  to  any  place  south  of  Fort  Magruder  without  taking  the  oath  of  alle 
giance. 

3d.  No  person  will  be  allowed  to  trade  in  Williamsburg  without  first 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

4th.  No  further  supplies  will  be  allowed  to  be  taken  to  Williamsburg 
for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants,  except  the  produce  of  the  neighboring 
farms,  until  further  orders. 

An  investigation  will  be  made  into  the  circumstances  alleged  to  have 
occurred  at  the  time  of  the  attack,  and  if  the  parties  accused  of  aiding 
and  abetting  it  are  detected  and  reasonable  presumption  of  their  guilt 
is  shown  they  will  be  brought  before  a  military  tribunal  and  punished 
according  to  the  laws  of  war. 

The  objections  to  the  order  issued  by  General  Busteed  are  : 

1st.  If  the  enemy  should  come  in  overwhelming  force  and  dispossess 
us  of  Williamsburg  the  order  would  be  an  idle  threat. 

2d.  It  assumes  without  investigation  that  the  reports  of  complicity 
with  the  enemy  are  true  and  that  all  the  inhabitants  are  implicated, 
whereas  we  must  ascertain  who^is  guilty  and  leave  the  innocent  undis 
turbed. 

3d.  It  has  not  been  the  policy  of  the  Government  in  towns  which  are 
occupied  as  outposts,  and  which  may  only  be  temporarily  held  as  such, 
to  apply  the  tests  imposed  by  General  Busteed's  order  ;  but  on  the  con 
trary  to  leave  the  people  unmolested  if  they  continue  in  the  quiet  pur- 
suit^of  their  customary  occupations  and  give  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the 
enemy. 

4th.  An  order  of  such  extensive  scope  as  that  of  General  Busteed,  who 
was  only  temporarily  in  command  in  your  absence,  should  not  have 
been  issued  without  authoricy  of  the  commanding  general  of  the  de 
partment. 

Should  it  be  found  that  any  house  in  Williamsburg  was  occupied  by 
the  enemy  with  the  consent  of  the  owner  for  the  purpose  of  firing  upon 
our  troops  it  will  be  razed  to  the  ground. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


No.  2. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  William  Lewis,  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  PENNSYLVANIA  CAVALRY, 

Near  Williamsburg,  Va.,  March  29,  18G3. 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  about  5  a.  m.  this  day  a 
body  of  infantry,  100  strong,  drove  in  our  pickets  near  Lipscomb's  farm 
and  advanced  into  Williamsburg  while  a  large  force  of  cavalry,  esti- 
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mated  at  1,000  in  number,  advanced  on  the  Eichmond  road,  having  with 
them  four  pieces  of  artillery  and  a  number  of  wagons.  The  cavalry  en 
gaging  the  attention  of  Lieutenant  Wenzel,  of  Company  0,  who  with  26 
of  his  men  were  stationed  on  the  Eichmond  road,  the  infantry  succeeded 
in  getting  in  his  rear.  Lieutenant  Wenzel,  finding  himself  cut  off,  drew 
saber  and  charged  through  their  infantry  to  join  Captain  Stetson,  in 
command  of  reserve  pickets,  but  in  so  doing  had  2  men  killed  and 
himself  and  3  others  wounded;  9  men  additional  were  dismounted  and 
are  missing.  Lieutenant  Wenzel  behaved  with  great  gallantry.  He 
gives  a  very  clear  account  of  the  whole  affair,  and  is  positive  as  to  the 
strength  of  enemy,  as  he  allowed  them  to  approach  within  500  yards 
before  retreating.  Their  battery  was  planted  at  the  college  ready  for 
action.  On  ascertaining  their  strength  Captain  Stetson,  with  picket 
reserve,  fell  back  and  joined  the  regiment  in  line  of  battle  near  Fort 
Magruder  under  my  command.  Before  receiving  contrary  orders  from 
your  headquarters  I  ordered  Captain  Bay  ley,  in  command  of  Fort  Ma 
gruder,  to  shell  the  enemy  out  of  the  town,  which  was  accomplished  after 
firing  about  12  rounds  from  a  6-pounder.  Our  picket  line  was  then  re 
established,  the  enemy  still  holding  a  position  in  the  woods  about  one- 
half  mile  beyond  Williamsburg.  One  24-pounder  was  then  run  from 
Fort  Magruder  and  preparations  made  for  an  advance,  with  the  idea  of 
clearing  our  picket  line,  whereupon  the  enemy  retired.  In  this  affair 
we  lost  7  horses  besides  the  men  previously  named.  The  enemy  lost  in 
killed  and  wounded  12  men,  whom  they  carried  away  in  their  wagons, 
and  4  deserters. 

After  quiet  was  restored  I  returned  to  camp  with  my  command,  and 
arrived  here  at  11  a.  m. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  LEWIS, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  C.  SUYDAM, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Fourth  Army  Corps,  Yorktoicn,  Va. 

[Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

TorUoicn,  Va.,  March  29,  1863. 
Eespectfully  forwarded. 

The  within  report  is  furnished  to  the  major-general  commanding  the 
department  for  his  information.  I  am,  however,  not  satisfied  with  its 
completeness,  and  have  directed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lewis  to  report  to 
me  in  the  morning  that  I  may  obtain  a  more  full  and  detailed  account  of 
the  occurrences  of  this  morning. 

EICHAED  BUSTEED, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Xo.  3. 
Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Wise,  C.  S.  Army. 

MARCH  31, 1863. 

******* 
Colonel  Tabb,  on  March  29  instant,  made  a  descent  upon  the  Federals 
at  Williamsburg.    The  result  of  the  expedition  was  the  capture  of  the 
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town  and  the  killing  and  capturing  of  about  15  of  the  enemy  without 
loss  on  the  part  of  Colonel  Tabb.  Some  time  since,  as  has  been  reported 
already,  Colonel  Tabb  captured  some  36  Federal  cavalry.  The  cavalry 
on  the  Peninsula  are  doing  good  duty  and  are  actively  employed.  They 
are  doing  all  that  can  be  done  with  them. 
Very  respectfully, 

HENBY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


No.  4. 
Report  of  Gol.  William  B.  Tabb,  C.  8.  Army. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Diascund  Bridge,  Va.,  March  30,  1863. 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  to  report  the  failure  of  my  attempt  to  capture  Fort 
Magruder.  My  plan  of  operations  was  as  follows : 

The  whole  command  moved  together  to  Petitt's  farm,  between  3  and 
4  miles  from  Williamsburg,  on  the  Telegraph  road.  Here  100  infantry, 
under  Capt.  G.  A.  Wallace,  were  detached.  Captain  Wallace  was  di 
rected  to  gain  the  rear  of  Fort  Magruder  by  a  detour  to  the  left  through 
Petitt's  and  Lipscomb's  farms,  passing  between  the  pickets  at  Capitol 
Landing  Bridge  and  Williamsburg,  and  to  surprise  the  fort  before  day 
break.  The  main  body  moved  to  within  1J  miles  of  Williamsburg. 
The  report  of  Captain  Wallace's  guns  was  to  be  the  signal  for  a  general 
advance.  Signals  were  concerted  by  which  I  could  be  apprised  of  the 
success  or  failure  of  the  assault.  Had  the  fort  been  carried  Captain 
Wallace  would  have  been  re-enforced  there  and  a  detachment  sent  to 
King's  Mill ;  if  he  failed  the  main  body  was  to  form  in  line  of  battle  at 
the  east  end  of  the  town,  and  Captain  Wallace,  falling  back  over  ground 
protected  from  the  guns  at  the  fort  and  inaccessible  to  cavalry,  would 
come  up  by  the  Capitol  Landing  road,  enter  Williamsburg  in  my  rear, 
and  so  rejoin  the  main  body.  Partly  through  the  blunders  of  guides, 
in  whose  efficiency  I  have  every  reason  to  rely,  and  partly  through 
straggling  among  the  men  by  which  the  command  was  divided  and 
time  lost  in  getting  it  together,  Captain  Wallace's  detachment  was  two 
hours  going  not  quite  4  miles.  They  reached  Capitol  Landing  road 
after  daybreak  and  came  in  full  view  of  the  enemy's  pickets.  All 
thought  of  capturing  the  post  by  surprise  had  now  to  be  abandoned, 
and  an  open  assault  would  have  involved  a  sacrifice  altogether  dispro 
portionate  to  the  advantage  to  be  gained.  Captain  Wallace  prudently 
forbore  to  make  the  attack,  and,  signaling  me  to  that  effect,  moved  up 
toward  Williamsburg  on  the  Capitol  Lauding  road.  The  main  body 
moving  rapidly  forward  drove  the  picket  and  provost  guard  back  on 
Captain  Wallace,  who,  without  loss,  killed  and  wounded  4  and  made  11 
prisoners.  I  will  forward  Captain  Wallace's  report. 

The  failure  to  capture  Fort  Magruder  involves  the  failure  of  the  expe 
dition  to  King's  Mill.  The  most  direct  road  looking  from  Williamsburg 
to  King's  Mill  passes  over  two  mill-dams,  both  of  which  have  been  cut, 
making  the  road  impassabie  for  cavalry.  The  only  other  road  passes 
within  close  range  of  Fort  Magruder.  The  citizens  of  Williamsburg 
inform  me,  however,  that  nothing  could  be  gained  by  going  there ;  the 
negroes  have  all  been  removed. 
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Large  smokes  were  observed  at  Fort  Magruder  and  Whit  taker's  Mil]. 
Mr  Douglas,  the  superintendent  of  the  lunatic  asylum,  who  was  watch 
ing  from  the  tower,  reported  that  the  enemy  were  burning  their  stores. 
I  am  still  confident  that  the  enterprise  is  easily  practicable,  but  in  this 
connection  I  will  write  again. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  TABB, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 
Capt,  J.  H.  PEAECE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Report  of  Capt.  G.  A.  Wallace,  C.  S.  Army. 

DIASCUND  BRIDGE,  YA.,  March  30,  1863. 

SIR  :  I  beg  to  hand  you  here  my  report  of  the  expedition  intrusted 
to  me : 

The  object  being  the  capture  of  Fort  Magruder  by  surprise,  I  left  you 
at  a  point  on  the  Telegraph  road  about  3  miles  from  Williamsburg  at  2 
a.  in.  yesterday.  I  took  with  me  two  guides,  Companies  F  and  A,  Fifty- 
ninth  Virginia  Regiment,  and  Capt.  f  J.  C.]  Hill's  company,  of  Forty- 
sixth  Yirginia  Regiment,  numbering  102  muskets.  It  was  thought  by 
your  guides  that  we  could  reach  the  point  from  which  I  was  to  make 
the  assault  on  the  fort  before  daylight,  but  the  guides  whom  you  gave 
me,  though  they  knew  the  direction,  seemed  to  know  nothing  of  any 
path.  We  were  led  over  a  very  rough  country — through  ploughed 
fields,  over  fences,  deep  and  wide  ditches,  through  a  swamp  that  took 
the  men  over  knee-deep,  and  through  some  timber  with  very  thick  un 
dergrowth.  Owing  to  all  this  our  progress  was  very  slow  ;  as  it  was, 
the  darkness  caused  Company  A,  Fifty-ninth  Regiment,  and  Captain 
Hill's  company  to  be  separated  from  my  command,  and  at  daylight  I 
reached  the  open  country  about  1  mile  from  the  fort  with  Company  F, 
Fifty-ninth  Regiment,  only.  I  sent  back  one  of  the  guides  to  find  the 
two  lost  companies  and  when  he  returned  with  them  it  was  so  light 
that  we  could  be  seen,  and  were  undoubtedly  seen  from  Williamsburg. 
I  determined  therefore  to  push  on.  On  reaching  a  point  near  the  Cap 
itol  Landing  road  we  discovered  three  of  the  enemy,  mounted,  coming 
from  Williamsburg.  They  having  discovered  who  we  were  turned  their 
horses,  and  I  ordered  a  volley  to  be  fired  on  them.  I  then  determined, 
being  discovered,  to  make  my  way  through  Williamsburg  to  form  a 
junction  with  you  on  the  Telegraph  road,  if  not  at  Williamsburg  itself. 
A  few  minutes  after  the  first  I  fired  the  second  volley,  as  the  signal 
agreed  on,  and  was  proceeding  over  the  old  field  toward  the  town  when 
we  were  threatened  by  a  body  of  cavalry  on  our  left.  I  immediately 
formed  line  of  battle  and  advanced  at  double-quick  and  in  good  order. 
They  seeming  to  advance,  I  halted  and  fired  several  rounds.  Having 
dispersed  them  I  marched  by  the  flank  to  the  town.  Another  large 
body  of  cavalry  in  the  mean  time  was  discovered  in  a  field  on  our  left, 
who  followed  us  to  the  town.  When  I  struck  the  main  street,  up  which 
I  filed  my  force,  this  last  body  followed.  In  the  mean  time  we  captured 
4  prisoners,  horses,  arms,  &c.,  and  fired  on  several  who  would  not  sur- 
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render.  I  then  discovered  about  30  or  40  cavalry  forming'  ahead  of  us 
at  College  Place.  Having  thus  the  enemy  to  contend  with  at  each  end 
of  the  street  I  formed  my  men  on  the  right  side  of  Main  street,  when 
the  body  at  College  Place  advanced  in  a  charge.  We  held  our  fire  until 
they  were  close  to  us*.  Our  tire  broke  and  confused  them.  We  killed  3 
men  at  this  fire  and  wounded  several  and  took  7  prisoners  who  were 
not  wounded,  besides  killing  and  capturing  the  like  number  of  horses, 
arms,  &c.  I  continued  to  move,  but  made  another  stand  immediately 
at  College  Place  upon  discovering  that  the  enemy  in  my  rear  moved 
after  us.  While  in  this  position  the  enemy  in  the  rear  retired  and  your 
force  then  appeared. 

This  ends  my  report  except  to  say  I  feel  sorry  your  main  object 
failed. 

The  enemy's  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  will  be  at  least  13  and  pris 
oners  11.     We  did  not  lose  a  man.     Our  men  acted  very  bravely. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  WALLACE, 
Captain.  Commanding. 

Col.  W.  B.  TABB, 

Commanding  Forces  near  Diascund,  Va. 


MARCH  30,  1863.— Skirmish  near  Deep  Gully,  N.  C. 

Extract  from  "  Record  of  Events "  of  Second  Brigade,  Fifth  Division, 
Eighteenth  Army  Corps.* 

Five  companies  of  this  brigade  picketed  that  portion  of  our  lines 
running  from  red  house  to  Trent  River,  in  the  vicinity  of  Deep  Gully, 
at  which  place,  on  March  30,  a  slight  skirmish  with  the  enemy's  pickets 
occurred,  on  which  occasion  Private  Fosdick,  Company  C,  One  hun 
dred  and  fifty  eighth  New  York  Volunteers,  was  wounded  and  captured 
by  the  enemy. 


*  From  Return  for  month  of  April,  1863. 
14  R  R— VOL  XVIII 
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MARCH  30-APRIL  20,  1863.—  Siege  of  Washington,  N.  C.,  and  pursuit  of 

the  Confederate  forces. 

OF    THE    PRINCIPAL    EVENTS. 


Mar.       30,  1863.—  Skirmish  at  Rodman's  Point,  Pamlico  River. 

Washington  invested  by  the  Confederate  forces  under  Maj.  Gen. 

Daniel  H.  Hill. 
April        1,  1863.  —  Engagement  at  Rodman's  Point.* 

2,  1863.  —  Engagement  at  Hill's  Point,  Pamlico  River.* 
4-  5.  1863.  —  Engagement  at  Rodman's  Point.* 

9,  1863.  —  Action  at  Blount's  Creek. 
13-21,  1863.—  Expeditions  from  New  Berne  to  Swift  Creek  Village. 

15,  1863.—  Siege  raised. 

16,  1863.  —  Affairs  at  Hill's  and  Rodman's  Points. 
16-21,  1863.—  Expedition  from  New  Berne  toward  Kinston. 
17-18,  1863.  —  Skirmishes  at  Core  Creek. 

17-19,  1863.—  Expedition  from  New  Berne  to  Washington. 

19,  1863.—  Skirmish  at  Big  Swift  Creek. 

20,  1863.—  Skirmish  at  Sandy  Ridge. 

REPORTS,     ETC.t 

No.    ].  _  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  Department  of  North 

Carolina. 

No.    <j.  —  Capt.  David  A.  Taylor,  Third  New  York  Light  Artillery,  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
No.    3.  —  Brig.  Gen.  Edward  E.  Potter,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Washington,  of 

operations  April  16-17. 
No.    4.  —  Itinerary  of  the  First  Division,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  Brig.  Gen.  Iimis  N. 

Palmer,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  April  7-25. 
No.    5.—  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  M.  Naglee,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Division,  of 

Expedition  from  New  Berne  to  Washington,  April  17-19. 
No.    0.—  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  A.  Heckman,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade,  of 

Expedition  from  New  Berne  to  Washington,  April  17-19. 
No.    7.  —  Itinerary  of  the  Fourth  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Wessclls,  U.  S.  Army, 

commanding,  March  15-April  13. 
No.    8.  —  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Prince,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fifth  Division,  of  opera 

tions  on  the  Pamlico,  April  4-6,  and  Expedition  from  New  Berne  toward 

Kinstou,  April  16-21,  with  resulting  correspondence. 
No.    9.  —  Col.  Silas  P.  Richmond,  Third  Massachusetts  Infantry,  of  operations  April  7- 

10  and  April  16-21. 
No.  10.  —  Capt.  John  M.  Willson,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  of  skirmish  at  Sandy 

Ridge,  April  20. 
No.  11.  —  Col.  J.  Kichter  Jones,  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  skirmish  at 

Sandy  Ridge,  April  20. 
No.  12.  —  Brig.  Gen.  Francis  B.  Spinola,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Provisional  Division 

and  First  Brigade,  Fifth  Division,  of  operations  on  the  Pamlico,  April  1-4  ; 

action  at  Blount's  Creek,  April  9,  and  Expeditions  from  New  Berne  to  Swift 

Creek  Village,  April  13-21. 
No.  13.  —  Itinerary  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Fifth  Division,  Col.  James  Jourdau,  One 

hundred  and  fiftieth  New  York  Infantry,  commanding,  April  7-22. 
Ko,  14.—  Brig.  Gen.  Robert  Ransom,  jr.,  C.  S.  Army,  of  skirmish  at  Sandy  Ridge, 

April  20. 

*  Between  Union  gunboats  and  Confederate  batteries. 

t  For  reports  of  Actg.  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  Commanders  Davenport  and  Renshaw, 
Lieutenant-Commander  McCann,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenants  MaeDearmid  and 
Graves,  and  Acting  Masters  Saltoustall  and  Boomer,  U.  S.  Navy,  see  Annual  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  December  7,  1863.  See  also  D.  H*.  Hill  to  Beauregard, 
April  20,  1863,  in  "Correspond/ence,  etc.,"  jpo*(. 


CiiAi'.XXX.]  SIEGE  OF  WASHINGTON,  N.  C.  211 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  the  Depart 
ment  of  North  Carolina. 

FORT  WASHINGTON, 
Washington,  N.  C.,  April  5,  1863. 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  hearing  of  an  approach 
ing  attack  on  this  place  by  D.  H.  Hill's  corps  tfarmce,  I  started  from 
New  Berne  at  2  o'clock  on  Sunday,  March  29,  ordering  re-enforcements 
to  follow  at  once. 

In  consequence  of  the  transport  getting  aground  at  the  month  of  the 
river  the  troops  did  not  arrive  before  the  enemy  succeeded  in  investing 
the  place  by  placing  batteries  on  the  river  banks  and  on  the  roads  lead 
ing  from  the  town. 

1  found  here  a  garrison  of  only  sixteen  companies  of  infantry,  one 
company  of  artillery,  and  25  cavalry — 1,200  men  in  all.  The  enemy 
opened  fire  on  our  advance  posts  on  Monday  night  and  on  Wednesday 
morning  at  daybreak  opened  from  batteries  of  rifled  guns  on  the  oppo 
site  side  of  the  river. 

One  gunboat,  the  Commodore  Hull,  received  ninety-eight  shots  from 
a  battery  of  Whitworth  guns.  I  put  up  batteries  on  this  side  of  the  river 
to  reply  to  and  draw  the  fire  of  three  guns  from  the  gunboat ;  at  the 
same  time  I  sent  word  to  General  Palmer  to  send  troops  to  take  the 
batteries  on  the  river  by  lauding  and  attacking  the  batteries,  while  the 
gunboats  (also  to  be  sent)  attacked  them  in  front. 

Owing  to  the  lack  of  transports — the  most  of  our  vessels  being  absent 
at  Hilton  Head — the  force  brought  and  which  arrived  under  General 
Prince  on  Tuesday  and  Friday,  below  the  Hill's  Point  Battery,  was  not 
sufficient  to  cope  with  the  enemy's  force  supporting  the  battery.  I  there 
fore  directed  him  to  send  a  regiment  or  two  through  the  blockade  in 
boats  and  then  return  to  New  Berne  and  march  across  to  this  place,  at 
tacking  the  enemy  in  the  rear  and  raising  the  siege.  I  am,  however, 
anxious  lest  the  disposable  force  now  left  in  New  Berne  may  not  be  suffi 
cient  to  effect  this  object,  and  therefore  ask,  respectfully  but  earnestly, 
that  re-enforcements  be  sent  immediately  to  New  Berne  in  force  not  less 
than  5,000  men.  It  will  also  aid  me  very  much  to  have  General  Dix  and 
a  force  from  Suffolk  to  join  two  regiments  at  Plymouth  and  make  a 
demonstration  from  that  place.  This  should  not,  however,  interfere  with 
the  rapid  sending  of  troops  to  New  Berne,  as  their  want  is  very  urgent. 
1  am  quite  confident  that  I  can  hold  out  here  till  the  place  is  relieved. 
I  shall  not  leave  until  that  time,  as  I  consider  my  presence  absolutely 
necessary.  The  iiring  on  both  sides  has  been  continued  at  intervals 
since  Wednesday,  but  without  material  injury  or  effect. 

I  would  most  respectfully  but  earnestly  renew  my  application  to  have 
the  detachment  of  the  Eighteenth  Army  Corps  now  at  Hilton  Head  re 
turned  to  this  department  to  replace  the  troops  that  now  may  be  sent 
from  General  Dix's  department  to  meet  the  present  emergency.  I 
can  effect  more  with  those  men  than  with  superior  numbers  of  other 
troops,  and  their  discipline  and  efficiency  are  fast  being  impaired  by 
the  inactivity  and  unfortunate  circumstances  surrounding  them  at  Port 
Royal. 

I  am  confident  that  heavy  operations  will  be  necessary  in  this  State, 
and  that  the  most  desperate  efforts  are  and  will  continue  to  be  made 
to  drive  us  from  the  towns  now  occupied.  I  trust  therefore  that  you 
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will  regard  my  application  for  the  immediate  return  of  this  detachment 
as  tending  to  meet  a  necessity  of  the  war. 

Referring  to  the  pressing  necessity  for  immediate  re-enforcements  to 
relieve  me  at  this  place,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  5,000  men 
be  sent  temporarily  from  General  Dix's  command  and  with  the  utmost 
expedition. 

I  understand,  from  an  officer  who  came  through  the  blockade,  that 
General  Palmer  has  already  made  the  above  request  in  substance  of 
General  Dix. 

I  have  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  JIALLECK, 

Commander- in- Chief  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  D.  G. 


NEW  BERNE,  N.  C.,  VIA  FORT  MONROE,  YA., 

April  23,  1863—3  p.  m. 

I  left  New  Berne  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  with  a  force  to  raise  the 
siege  at  Washington.  Our  advance  of  cavalry,  with  Brigadier-General 
Naglee,  came  upon  the  enemy's  rear-guard  of  cavalry  near  Washington, 
and,  after  driving  it  several  miles,  routed  it,  capturing  their  battle-flag 
and  taking  a  surgeon  and  5  men  prisoners,  killing  and  Avoundicg  sev 
eral.  The  cavalry  were  still  following  their  retreat  yesterday.  I  found, 
that  the  main  body  withdrew  from  before  Washington  with  the  artillery 
on  the  night  of  the  15th.  General  Potter  immediately  leveled  their 
batteries  in  front  of  the  town,  and  after  occupying  Hill's  and  Rodman's 
Points  made  a  dash  after  the  retiring  force^  capturing  2  officers  and  a 
drum-major.  Everything  is  now  secure. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major- General. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLEGK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  18TH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  April  30,  1863. 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  in  relation 
to  the  siege  of  Washington,  N.  C. : 

Learning  an  attack  was  to  be  made  upon  Washington  I  left  here, 
with  several  members  of  my  staff,  for  that  place,  arriving  there  at  7.30 
a.  m.  on  March  30.  The  garrison  of  the  place  was  eight  companies  of 
the  Forty-fourth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia,  eight  companies  of 
the  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers,,  two  companies  of  the 
First  North  Carolina  (Union)  Volunteers,  one  company  of  the  Third 
New  York  Cavalry,  and  one  company  of  the  Third  New  York  Artillery. 
After  making  an  examination  of  the  works  and  giving  necessary  orders 
as  to  strengthening  them  I  at  once  sent  out  a  reconnaissance  of  one 
company  of  the  Forty-fourth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia,  one 
piece  of  artillery,  and  a  few  cavalrymen  to  ascertain  if  the  enemy  held 
the  cross-roads  3  miles  from  Washington.  When  about  1^  miles  from 
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the  town  the  party  was  fired  upon  by  the  enemy  in  some  force.     They 
returned  and  reported. 

I  also  sent  one  company  of  the  First  North  Carolina  (Union)  Volun 
teers,  Captain  Lyon,  and  one  12-pounder  Wiard  to  occupy  Eodman's 
Point,  on  the  south  side  of  Pamlico  Eiver  and  1 J  miles  below  the  town. 
This  company  landed  at  the  Point,  and,  having  thrown  out  pickets, 
erected  an  earthwork  in  which  they  placed  the  field  piece.  That  night 
their  pickets  were  driven  in  and  the  company  driven  to  their  boats.  At 
daylight  the  next  a.  m.  the  enemy  advanced  to  the  beach  and  forced 
the  boats  off,  wounding  Captain  Lyon  and  9  men.  At  sundown  our 
pickets  on  the  Jamesville  road  were  driven  in  by  the  enemy's  cavalry. 

Tuesday,  March  31,  a  cutter  of  the  United  States  gunboat  Commo 
dore  Hull  was  sent  down  the  river  after  a  scow  upon  which  were  some 
men  of  the  First  North  Carolina  who  had  been  driven  from  Eodman's 
Point  the  previous  night.  When  opposite  Hill's  Point  it  was  opened 
upon  by  a  battery  of  four  rifled  guns.  It  was  also  fired  upon  by  a  bat 
tery  at  "Swan's  Point.  At  12  o'clock  midnight  a  schooner,  in  charge  of 
Mr.  Gilbert,  was  dispatched  to  New  Berne  with  orders  for  re-enforce 
ments.  The  enemy  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce  to  open  communication  with 
the  commanding  officer.  I  refused  to  receive  any  flag  of  truce. 

April  1. — At  daylight  this  morning  the  gunboat  Commodore  Hull 
was  opened  upon  by  a  battery  at  Eodman's  Point  (opposite  which  she 
was  lying  in  order  to  prevent  the  erection  of  a  battery)  and  from  one  a 
little  above  which  had  been  thrown  up  during  the  night.  The  Hull  got 
aground  opposite  the  battery,  but  maintained  a  gallant  fight  during 
the  day,  though  with  no  result.  At  night  she  floated  off  and  returned 
to  town. 

April  2. — The  gunboats  below  the  barricade  were  seen  engaging  the 
Hill's  Point  Battery.  The  movements  of  the  enemy  indicating  the  erec 
tion  of  his  siege  batteries,  I  caused  traverses  to  be  erected  along  the  line 
of  our  intrenchments,  merlons  to  be  placed  on  the  fort,  the  door  of  the 
magazine  to  be  casemated,  the  ditches  to  be  enlarged  and  flooded  by 
means  of  dams,  and  the  whole  garrison  generally  was  steadily  kept  at 
work  strengthening  the  defenses ;  10,000  rations  were  put  in  the  fort, 
witli  the  intention  of  holding  it  to  the  last  extremity  even  were  other 
portions  of  the  line  forced  by  the  enemy's  column.  A  redoubt  was  built 
on  the  right  flank  of  our  works,  near  Block-house  No.  4,  bearing  on  Eod 
man's  Point,  upon  which  were  mounted  three  guns.  Another  redoubt 
was  erected,  covering  the  marsh  on  the  right  of  the  fortifications.  At 
night  a  schooner  loaded  with  ammunition  and  commissary  stores  ran 
the  batteries,  as  small  boats  had  previously  done. 

April  3. — At  daylight  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  the  gunboats  from 
a  battery  abreast  the  town  and  near  the  New  Berne  road,  which  they  had 
erected  during  the  night.  This  battery  was  silenced  by  the  gunboats. 
A  redoubt  was  erected  at  the  end  of  the  bridge  crossing  the  Tar  Eiver 
and  in  the  town,  for  the  purpose  of  sweeping  the  bridge  and  also  the 
streets  of  the  town  in  case  the  enemy  should  succeed  in  forcing  an  en 
trance,  and  in 'it  was  placed  one  G-pounder  gun.  The  work  was  erected 
and  to  be  manned  by  Captain  Jocknick  with  his  company  of  cavalry, 
dismounted.  I  ordered  a  party  of  this  company  of  cavalry,  under  Lieu 
tenant  O'Brien,  to  cross  the  river  in  boats  and  endeavor  to  capture  the 
gun  on  the  marsh  opposite  the  steamer  Louisiana,  which  had  been  si 
lenced  by  the  gunboats.  It  was  found  impracticable  to  reacli  its  posi 
tion,  owing  to  the  intervening  swamps. 

April  4. — This  morning  the  gunboat  Ceres,  Lieutenant  MacDearniid, 
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ran  the  blockade  with  a  good  supply  of  ammunition.  At  noon  General 
Potter  embarked  on  the  gunboat  Ceres,  with  two  companies  of  the 
Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  and  one  company  of  the  Third  New  York 
Cavalry  (dismounted)  for  the  purpose  of  driving  the  enemy  from  Rod 
man's  "Point  and  occupying  the  position  ourselves.  The  Ceres  got 
aground  nearly  opposite  the 'battery,  and  it  being  impossible  to  accom 
plish  the  desired  object  the  men  were  lauded  in  small  boats  on  the  Wash 
ington  side  of  the  river,  below  Block-house  No.  4,  and  thence  returned 
to  the  town. 

April  5. — The  Ceres,  after  being  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  battery  for 
twelve  hours,  to  which  she  gallantly  replied  until  her  ammunition  was 
exhausted,  floated  off  at  night  and  came  up  to  the  town. 

April  0. — An  abatis  was  placed  in  front  of  our  battery  on  the  Ply 
mouth  road  and  on  the  borders  of  the  creek  bounding  our  right  flank. 

April  7. — A  battery  of  two  guns  opened  from  the  woods  beyond  the 
creek  upon  Fort  Hamilton.  A  battery  (Fort  Ceres)  was  built  on  the  left 
of  Block-house  No.  1  and  one  30-pounder  Parrott  mounted  upon  it  and 
manned  by  officers  and  men  from  the  Ceres  for  the  purpose  of  com 
manding  the  approach  to  the  town  by  way  of  the  river  from  above,  it 
having  been  heard  that  the  enemy  intended  coming  down  in  scows 
protected  by  cotton  bales. 

Aiiril  8. — The  enemy  tired  all  day  at  the  gunboats  and  Fort  Hamil 
ton,  to  which  the  fort  did  not  reply  for  want  of  ammunition.  One  gun 
was  placed  in  battery  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  opposite  the  gun 
boats,  but  was  silenced  by  them.  -  At  dark  I  commenced  works  on  Castle 
Island,  situated  in  the  middle  of  the  river  opposite  the  town. 

April  9. — This  morning  I  discovered  the  enemy  had  built  four  bat 
teries,  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  in  front  and  to  the  right  of  the  fort,  and  were 
mounting  guns.  We  opened  lire  on  them  to  disturb  the  working  par 
ties.  I  was  obliged  to  abandon  the  attempt  to  continue  the  work  on 
Castle  Island  by  daylight,  owing  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries 
across  the  river.  Two  small  schooners,  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mc- 
Chesney,  First  North  Carolina  (Union)  Volunteers,  and  Master  Mc- 
Keever  on  board,  arrived  from  below,  bringing  ammunition. 

April  10. — At  8.30  a.  in.  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  the  fort  from 
Batteries  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  one  gun  in  each.  The  fire  was  returned  by 
three  32-pounders  from1  the  fort  and  by  a  32-pounder  in  the  battery  on 
the  Jamesville  road.  After  firing  for  somewhat  over  an  hour  the  enemy 
withdrew  their  guns  from  sight  and  ceased  firing. 

April  11. — The  enemy  opened  fire  upon  the  fort  and  the  lines  at  7.30 
a.  m.  from  all  their  batteries.  The  fort  and  the  gun  on  the  Jamesville 
road  replied. 

April  12. — At  9  a.  m.  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  Batteries  Nos.  1,  2, 
3,  4,  and  from  a  new  one  (No.  5)  at  the  right  of  their  former  batteries. 
We  replied,  and  the  enemy  withdrew  their  guns  from  sight  after  an 
hour's  firing.  The  gunboats  Hull  and  Eagle,  discovering  the  enemy 
repairing  the  battery  opposite  them  with  cotton  bales,  opened  upon  it, 
set  the  cotton  on  fire,  and  drove  the  gunners  from  their  posts. 

April  13. — The  enemy  endeavored  to  replace  a  gun  in  the  work  on 
the  cotton  battery,  but  were  forced  by  the  gunboats  to  abandon  the 
undertaking.  Learning  the  enemy  had  small  armed  boats  and  scows 
in  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  our  dispatch  boats  and  in 
terrupting  communication  between  the  town  and  the  gunboats  below, 
Captain  MacDearmid,  of  the  Ceres,  and  Captain  (iouraud,  aide-de-camp, 
started  upon  a  schooner  with  a  boat  howitzer  to  clear  the  river.  The 
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schooner  was  fired  into  by  the  enemy's  boats ;  she  replied,  and  drove 
the  boats  ashore.  The  batteries  at  Rodman's  and  Hill's  Points  opened 
npon  her  also,  striking  her,  but  without  damage. 

That  night  the  steam-transport  Escort,  with  hay  bales  placed  on  her 
guards  and  decks  as  a  protection,  ran  the  batteries.  There  also  arrived 
two  small  schooners  with  ammunition  and  commissary  stores.  The 
Escort  had  on  board  the  Fifth  Rhode  Island  Volunteers,  Col.  H.  T. 
Sisson,  and  a  plentiful  supply  of  ammunition  and  commissary  stores. 
She  had  60  shots  fired  at  her  from  the  batteries  but  was  not  struck. 

April  14. — The  Fifth  Rhode  Island  Volunteers  were  properly  placed 
on  the  line  of  works.  At  12  m.  the  enemy  opened  fire  with  all  their 
batteries  and  were  replied  to  by  all  of  ours.  After  an  hour's  firing 
they  withdrew  their  guns  from  sight.  Regarding  everything  as  safe  in 
the  town,  and  the  re- enforcements  and  men,  with  the  supplies  of  am 
munition  and  provisions,  as  ample  until  I  could  raise  the  siege,  I  deter 
mined  to  run  the  blockade  and  place  myself  at  the  head  of  the  reliev 
ing  force  in  order  to  insure  more  efficiency  in  its  conduct.  I  therefore 
embarked  on  board  the  Escort  for  the  purpose  of  running  the  batteries 
at  night,  but  the  pilot  could  not  distinguish  the  necessary  marks  to  pro 
ceed  by  and  therefore  waited  for  daylight.  I  left  Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Pot 
ter,  chief  of  staff,  in  command  of  the  place  in  my  absence. 

April  15. — At  daylight  the  Escort  started  and  ran  the  batteries.  She 
was  fired  at  one  hundred  times  by  the  Rodman's  and  Hill's  Point  bat 
teries  and  struck  forty  times,  but  with  no  material  injury.  The  pilot, 
Padrick,  a  brave  and  skillful  man,  was  killed  by  a  rifle-shot.  At  G  a.  m. 
all  the  enemy's  batteries  (Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  and  6,  the  last  opening  for 
the  first  time)  opened  and  continued  a  heavy  firing  for  an  hour. 

April  10. — At  daylight  5  deserters  from  the  enemy  (conscripts  of  the 
Eighth  Virginia)  arrived  in  Washington  and  reported  that  the  enemy 
had  retired  from  our  front  and  were  retreating  on  Greenville.  General 
Potter  immediately  sent  out  the  entire  force  of  cavalry  (one  company) 
to  harass  their  rear  and  at  the  same  time  a  force  of  contrabands  was 
employed  to  level  the  enemy's  batteries  in  front.  Fort  Hamilton  fired 
a  number  of  shots  into  the  Rodman's  Point  Battery.  There  being  no 
reply  it  was  surmised  that  the  battery  had  been  abandoned.  The  gun 
boats  Eagle,  Ceres,  and  Hull  thereupon  steamed  down  and  opened  upon 
the  battery,  which  eliciting  no  response,  the  Ceres,  without  orders,  sent 
a  boat  on  .shore  to  take  possession.  As  the  boat  neared  the  land  three 
volleys  of  musketry  were  fired  into  her  by  the  enemy  concealed  in  the 
intrenchments.  The  engineer  of  the  Ceres  was  killed  and  2  men  were 
wounded.  The  gunboats  then  renewed  the  attack,  rapidly  shelling  the 
battery.  The  gunboats  below  were  now  seen  shelling  the  Hill's  Point 
Battery,  which  they  soon  passed,  and  reported  it  to  be  evacuated. 

At  this  time  the  enemy  having  also  retired  from  the  Rodman's  Point 
Battery,  it  was  taken  possession  of  by  a  party  from  the  gunboat  Eagle. 
Five  companies  of  the  Fifth  Rhode  Island  Volunteers,  under  Lieuten 
ant-Colonel  Tew,  with  one  12-pounder  and  one  0-poiinder,  were  sent 
down  in  the  Ceres  to  occupy  the  battery.  They  immediate^  com 
menced  the  construction  of  intrenchmeuts  to  hold  the  position.  There 
was  found  in  one  of  the  batteries  at  Rodman's  Point  the  carriage  of  a 
32-pounder  barbette  gun  in  perfect  order ;  also  fragments  of  several 
exploded  guns.  Toward  evening  three  companies  of  the  Forty -fourth 
Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia,  with  one  12-pounder  Wiard  and  one 
0-pounder,  were  sent  to  occupy  the  Hill's  Point  Battery  in  connection 
with  three  companies  of  the  Forty-third  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Mili- 
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tia  from  below.  They  intrenched  themselves  there.  The  pickets  of 
the  enemy  occasionally  appeared  through  the  night,  but  in  the  morning 
they  had  entirely  disappeared  from  the  vicinity. 

In  the  meantime  I  returned  to  New  Berne  and  proceeded  to  organize 
operations  so  as  to  effectually  raise  the  siege.  To  distract  the  enemy 
I  directed  General  Prince  to  march  up  the  railroad  as  far  as  he  could 
toward  Kiuston  and  make  a  vigorous  attack,  continuing  it  for  several 
days.  At  the  same  time  I  crossed  the  Neuse  with  all  my  available 
force  and  marched  directly  toward  Blount's  Creek,  the  point  where 
General  Spinola  was  repulsed  in  the  iirst  attempt  to  relieve  the  siege, 
sending  at  the  same  time  General  Spinola,  with  his  brigade,  to  make 
an  attack  on  the  enemy  at  Swift  Creek,  which  is  on  the  direct  road  be 
tween  New  Berne  and  Washington.  The  movement  toward  Kiuston 
with  this  latter  movement,  together  with  the  enemy's  information  of 
the  accession  of  strength  of  Heckmau's  brigade  and  the  fact  that  after 
fourteen  days  of  close  siege  of  Washington  General  Hill  had  failed  to 
obtain  a  single  advantage  or  to  advance  one  step  nearer  his  object,  in 
all  probability  caused  him  to  retreat. 

On  arriving  at  Blount's  Creek  I  found  it  abandoned.  General  Naglee, 
with  detachments  of  two  companies  of  cavalry,  pushed  on  in  advance 
toward  Washington.  He  succeeded  in  capturing  5  of  the  enemy's  rear 
guard  by  a  brilliant  dash  on  them  made  by  himself,  Captain  Johnston, 
assistant  adjutant-general;  Captain  Coehen,  and  Captain  Gouraud, 
aide-de-camp. 

The  next  morning,  April  19,  he  pushed  on,  with  the  cavalry,  and 
fought  the  enemy's  rear  guard,  driving  them  from  breastwork  to  breast 
work  and  finally  forcing  them  to  retire,  taking  some  prisoners,  killing 
and  wounding  some,  and  capturing  the  battle-flag  of  the  Seventh  Con 
federate  Cavalry  (Georgia). 

The  column  pushed  on,  arriving  at  Washington  Sunday  evening, 
April  19.  After  making  necessary  dispositions  at  Washington  I  re 
turned  to  New  Berne  to  make  general  dispositions  for  the  deferise  of 
the  department,  which  I  will  report.  General  Hill  has  returned  up 
the  country  with  his  forces  and  all  our  posts  are  now  relieved  from 
pressure. 

I  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity  to  say  that  the  garrison  of  Wash 
ington — the  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Forty-fourth 
Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia,  two  companies  of  the  North  Caro 
lina  (Union)  Volunteers,  one  company  of  the  Third  New  York  Cavalry, 
and  one  company  of  the  Third  New  York  Artillery — behaved  nobly ; 
and  regarding  the  intrenchnients  which  by  their  cheerful  and  zealous 
labor  I  had  been  enabled  to  throw  up,  together  with  the  courage  shown 
in  all  cases,  I  believe  they  could  have  successfully  resisted  aii  assault 
of  all  the  forces  under  General  Hill  at  the  Point,  I  must  also  acknowl 
edge  the  timely  assistance  of  the  Fifth  llhode  Island  Volunteers, 
brought  up  on  the  Escort  by  Colonel  Sisson. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEK, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief,  U.  $.  Army,  Washington,  I).  C. 
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Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces  during  the  siege  of  Washington,  N.  C.,  March  30- 

April  16,  1863. 

[Compiled  from  nominal  lists  of  casualties,  returns,  etc.] 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

«j 
1 

S£ 

fcC 

"4 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

r 
27tli  Massachusetts  Infantry  

10 
2 

0 
1 

10 
2 

4 
8 
1 

44th  Massachusetts  Infantry             

1 
1 

1st  North  Carolina  Infantry,  Company  B  

1 

3d    New  York  Li^ht  Artillery  Battery  Gr 

Total 

1 

2 

22 

25 

No.  2. 

Report  of  Capt.  David  A.  Taylor,  Third  Neiv  YorJc  Light  Artillery,  Chief 

Signal  Officer. 

HEADQUARTERS  SIGNAL  DETACHMENT, 

Neiv  Berne,  N.  C.,  April  21,  1863. 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  a  report  of  the  late  operations 
of  this  detachment  connected  with  the  siege  of  Washington,  N.  0.: 

On  the  9th  instant,  at  ray  solicitation,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hoffman, 
assistant  adjutant- general  of  this  department,  ordered  me  to  open  com 
munication  between  Washington  and  the  gunboats  in  the  Painlico  Kiver, 
below  Washington.  On  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant,  in  company 
with  Lieut.  J.  B.  Kiiox,  acting  signal  officer,  I  started  fro  in  New  Berne, 
and  that  evening  met  the  gunboats  12  miles  below  Washington.  I  di 
rected  Lieutenant  Knox  and  men  to  report  to  Captain  McCann,  com 
manding  gunboat  fleet  in  Pamlico  Eiver,  and  always  to  be  on  the  boat 
at  the  blockade  near  Hill's  Point. 

That  night,  in  company  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  McChesney,  First 
North  Carolina  Infantry,  and  Lieutenant  Josselyn,  of  the  Navy,  and  ac 
companied  by  my  flagmen,  Jacob  A.  Reed,  Company  I,  Third  New  York 
Artillery,  and  Horace  P.  Baker,  Company  E,  Third  New  York  Artillery, 
I  went  up  to  Washington  in  a  row-boat  and  reported  toMaj.  Gen.  J.  G. 
Foster. 

In  making  arrangements  for  the  opening  of  communication,  Captain 
McCann  agreed  to  always  have  a  boat  on  the  river  within  sight  of 
Washington,  and  Lieutenant  Knox  had  to  entirely  depend  upon  the 
boats  to  place  him.  in  a  position  from  which  he  could  communicate  with 
me.  Notwithstanding  his  agreement,  Captain  McCann  did  not  have  a 
boat  at  the  point  designated  until  the  second  day,  and  then  only  for  a 
couple  of  hours,  during  which  time  Lieutenant  Knox  was  unable  to  iind 
my  flag,  and  it  was  not  until  the  third  day  that  he  saw  it;  after  which 
communication  was  kept  up  at  all  times  when  the  gunboats  were  at  the 
proper  stations. 

Whenever  my  flag  was  raised  at  Washington  a  cross-lire  from  the 
southwest  and  the  north  was  opened  upon  it  by  the  enemy. 

On  the  16th,  while  signaling  to  Lieutenant  Kuox  from  No.  4  block- 
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house  at  Washington,  Private  Reed,  standing  on  the  parapet  of  the 
battery,  flagged  three  messages  of  some  length  under  a  very  severe  lire 
of  shell  and  shrapnel  from  the  enemy's  batteries  at -Hodman's  Point  and 
Blount's  house.  Many  of  the  shell  and  shrapnel  burst  very  close,  drop 
ping  pieces  immediately  around  him,  but  Keed  never  once  left  his  posi 
tion  until  I  had  done  signaling.  Keed  has  several  times  before  this* 
behaved  in  an  equally  admirable  manner,  and  I  take  pleasure  in  agaiw 
recommending  him  to  your  favorable  notice,  and  hope  he  may  receive  a* 
suitable  promotion.  He  is  sober,  intelligent,  discreet,  and  brave,  and 
has  been  kept  in  the  ranks  solely  for  the  reason  that  he  has  been  de 
tached  from  his  company  and  serving  in  a  separate  command. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAYID  A.  TAYLOR, 

Captain  and  Acting  Signal  Officer. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  3. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Edward  E.  Potter,  17.  8.  Army,  commanding  at 
Washington,  of  operations  April  16-17. 

WASHINGTON,  IS.  C.,  April  10, 1863. 

GENERAL  :  The  enemy  evacuated  the  batteries  in  our  front  last  night 
a'nd  retreated  toward  Greenville  by  the  James ville  road.  Five  deserters 
came  in  this  morning  at  5  o'clock,  who  brought  the  information.  They 
stated  the  force  under  General  Garnett  on  this,  side  of  the  river  to  be 
about  4,000  men  and  that  they  received  orders  last  night  to  withdraw 
in  order  to  re-enforce  the  army  in  Virginia. 

I  sent  Captain  Jocknick  out  on  a  reconnaissance  to  learn  the  where 
abouts  of  the  enemy.  He  followed  them  4  or  5  miles,  but  they  had 
crossed  Tranter's  Creek  at  Gainer's  Bridge.  Suspecting  that  there  was 
a  general  movement  I  requested  Captain  Kenshaw  this  morning  to  send 
a  gunboat  to  Rodman's  to  discover  whether  any  of  the  guns  had  been 
left  there.  The  Ceres  and  the  Eagle  went  down  and  shelled  the  Point 
but  received  no  reply.  A  sergeant  of  the  Forty-third  Massachusetts 
volunteered  to  go  down  and  ascertain  the  condition  of  affairs.  He  went 
with  1.0  or  15  men  of  that  regiment  on  a  schooner.  When  they  had  reached 
the  Point  a  small  boat  put  off  from  her  to  land  as  did  also  one  from  the 
Ceres.  This  was  contrary  to  my  wish  and  instructions.  WThen  they  had 
got  quite  close  to  the  shore  the  rebels  opened  a  sharp  fire  of  musketry, 
killing  the  third  engineer  of  the  Ceres  and  wounding  2  men  of  the  Forty- 
third.  The  boats  were  all  got  off.  Being  convinced  that  the  force  at 
the  Point  was  very  small  I  determined  to  send  five  companies  of  Fifth 
Rhode  Island  to  occupy  it  this  afternoon. 

In  the  mean  time  the  gunboats  had  come  up  from  below  and  threw  a 
large  quantity  of  0-inch  shells  into  Rodman's.  I  sent  the  five  companies 
on  the  Ceres  and  in  a  flat  protected  by  hay  bales.  On  the  flat  was  a  6- 
pounder.  Master  McKeever  went  down  on  a  schooner  armed  with  a  boat 
howitzer.  He  was  the  first  to  laud.  The  whole  force  landed  without 
opposition.  Hill's  Point  is  also  evacuated.  I  shall  send  three  com 
panies  to  occupy  it  along  with  the  two  companies  of  the  Forty-third 
Massachusetts  now  below. 

I  have  had  all  the  batteries  on  the  ridge  in  our  front  leveled  to-day. 
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I  have  just  received  intelligence  that  the  rebel  cavalry  have  appeared 
on  the  James ville  road. 

Please  send  me  word  what  other  disposition  you  wish  made  of  the  force 
under  my  command,  and  what  will  be  your  plans  under  the  altered  cir 
cumstances. 

Very  respectfully, 

EDWARD  E.  POTTER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
Maj.  Gen.  Ji  G.  FOSTER, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 


OFF  HILL'S  POINT,  April  18,  1863—2  p.  m. 

GENERAL:  We  occupied  Rodman's  Point  last  evening  with  five  com 
panies  of  the  Fifth  Rhode  Island,  a  6-pounder  smooth-bore,  and  a  navy 
howitzer.  There  was  some  skirmishing  between  the  rebel  pickets  and 
our  own ;  one  of  them  (the  rebels)  was  killed  and  3  prisoners  taken — a 
captain,  drum-major,  and  a  private.  Later  I  sent  three  companies  of  the 
Forty-fourth  with  a  field  piece  to  Hill's  Point.  Here  they  were  to  be 
joined  by  the  detachment  of  the  Forty-third  lying  in  the  river.  I  have 
visited  both  places  to-day.  They  have  commenced  throwing  up  works 
at  both  places  and  will  soon  be  in  an  excellent  condition  for  defense. 
A  gunboat  lies  off  each  Point.  At  Rodman's  the  rebels  left  behind  them 
a  32-pounder  carriage.  Their  cavalry  came  down  on  the  Jamesville  road 
yesterday  evening  only  with  a  view  of  picking  up  stragglers,  as  I  was 
told  by  5  deserters  who  came  in  this  morning.  The  enemy  are  in  full  re 
treat,  and  their  show  of  resistance  yesterday  was  to  enable  them  to  get 
off  their  guns  which  were  probabl3T  troublesome  in  the  muddy  roads.  Our 
pickets  have  been  out  to-day  nearly  to  the  cross-roads,  as  I  am  told  by 
the  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Fifth  Rhode  Island,  and  have  seen  nothing 
of  them.  If  we  had  had  sufficient  force  to  pursue  them  I  think  some 
of  their  guns  might  have  been  taken.  I  shall  continue  the  work  on  the 
castle,  and  also  those  laid  out  between  Block-houses  Nos.  3  and  4.  A 
large  supply  of  ammunition  came  up  this  morning. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  E.  POTTER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Major-General  FOSTER, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 

A  dispatch  from  General  Naglee  addressed  to  you  arrived  yesterday, 
which  I  opened. 


No.  4. 

Itinerary  of  the  First  Division,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  Brig.  Gen.  Innis 
N.  Palmer,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  April  7-25.* 

April  7. — The  Forty-third  and  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Regiments, 
of  the  First  Brigade,  and  Fifth  Massachusetts,  of  the  Second  Brigade, 
together  with  other  troops  of  the  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  crossed  the 
Neuse  River,  and  under  General  Spinola  marched  to  the  relief  of  the 
besieged  garrison  at  Washington,  IsT.  0. 

*  From  Division  Return  for  April,  1863. 
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April  0. — Arrived  at  Blountfs  Creek,  found  the  enemy  strongly  in 
trenched  ;  engaged  them,  but  finally  withdrew,  and  returned  to  New 
Berne.  Immediately  after  the  return  of,  the  column  the  Forty -third 
Massachusetts,  of  tlie  First  Brigade,  went  on  board  of  transports  and 
proceeded  toward  Washington,  N.  0.  After  lying  off  the  rebel  bat 
teries  in  the  Pamlico  River  for  seven  days  returned  to  New  Berne. 

April  17. — The  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  of  the  First 
Brigade,  and  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia  and  two  com  - 
panics  of  the  Forty-sixth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia,  of  the  Second 
Brigade,  forming  a  part  of  the  force  under  the  immediate  command  of 
General  Foster,  crossed  the  Neuse  River  and  marched  on  Washington, 
N.  0.,  arriving  there  on  the  20th  instant,  without  meeting  the  enemy  j 
distance  35  miles. 

April  22. — Returned  to  New  Berne  by  transports. 

April  25. — The  Forty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia  (First  Bri 
gade)  relieved  from  duty  as  provost  guard  of  the  city  of  New  Berne, 
complimented  by  Major-General  Foster  for  the  efficient  and  soldierly 
manner  in  which  the  duty  had  been  performed. 


No.  5. 

Report  of  Brif/.  Gen.  Henry  N.  Naylee,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second 
Division,  of  Expedition  from  New  B&rne  to  Washington,  April  17-10. 

HEADQUARTERS  NAGLEE'S  DIVISION, 

New  Berne,  N.  (7.,  April  21,  18C3. 

COLONEL:  I  would  respectfully  report  that  the  advance,  consisting 
of  ETeckman's  brigade,  a  detachment  of  the  Third  NCAV  York  Cavalry, 
and  one  light  howitzer,  crossed  Blount's  Creek  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
18th  of  April,  after  a  march  of  22  miles. 

Here  I  learned  that  the  forces  of  the  enemy  under  General  Hill  had 
retired  in  the  direction  of  Greenville;  that  a  rear  guard  still  held  the 
crossing  of  this  road  with  that  leading  from  New  Berne  direct  to  Wash 
ington,  and  that  the  road  was  picketed  and  held  by  the  Second  Geor 
gia  Cavalry.  We  proceeded  without  opposition  until  we  were  about 
crossing  the  Chocowinity  Creek,  where,  by  a  bold  cavalry  dash,  \ve  cap 
tured  5  of  the  enemy,  and  it  being  night  withdrew  to  the  right  bank 
and  held  the  bridges  at  the  mills,  that  at  the  main  road  having  been 
destroyed.  Our  pickets  at  both  bridges  were  fired  upon  repeatedly 
during  the  night ;  returning  the  fire,  killed  several  of  the  enemy  at  the 
main-road  crossing. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th  we  were  under  arms  by  4  a.  m.,  and  at 
0  found  tlie  enemy  occupying  the  field  works  commanding  the  bridges 
and  mill-dam.  A  force  was  sent  across  the  dam  while  a  mounted  one 
was  pushed  across  the  bridges,  and  both  attacked  in  a  spirited  manner 
and  drove  the  enemy  from  the  breastworks. 

Again  they  formed  and  occupied  another  line  of  works  about  1  mile 
from  the  last,  and  again  were  dispossessed  of  them. 

At  the  long  line  of  works  crossing  the  New  Berne  and  Washington 
roads,  ,'i  miles  from  the  latter  place,  they  again  showed  a  determination 
to  resist  our  progress.  We  approached  caiitiously  and  determinately, 
and  without  hesitation  attacked  them.  The  horse  of  an  officer  was  shot 
and  threw  his  rider,  and  a  charge  was  ordered,  which  resulted  in  the 
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capture  of  the  captain  of  the  Second  Georgia  Cavalry  and  the  speedy 
retreat  of  his  men  and  soon  after  of  all  the  force.  It  now  became  a 
spirited  race  until  near  the  crossing,  where  the  enemy  turned  into  the 
road  toward  Greenville,  and  where  the  howitzer  was  ordered  into  bat 
tery  and  opened  with  such  effect  that  all  organization  was  abandoned 
and  the  Second  Georgia  Cavalry  threw  down  its  colors  and  scattered 
in  confusion.  General  Foster  having  ordered  that  I  should  not  pursue 
beyond  this  point  I  ordered  the  cavalry  to  bivouac,  that  Heckinan's 
brigade  should  do  the  same  as  soon  as  he  should  come  up.  and  that  all 
should  await  further  orders. 

I  am  happy  to  notice  the  services  and  gallant  conduct  of  my  assist 
ant  adjutant-general,  Capt.  George  H.  Johnston,  and  that  of  Capts. 
George  E.  Gouraud  and  Cochen,  who  assisted  in  a  charge  which  cap 
tured  more  of  the  enemy  than  the  number  of  those  that  engaged  them 
on  our  side. 

The  efficient  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Beecher,  of  the  Third  New  York 
Cavalry,  attracted  my  attention. 

We  killed  several  of  the  enemy  and  made  a  number  of  prisoners. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

HENEY  M.  NAGLEE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  0. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  A.Heckman,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  First 
Brigade,  of  Expedition  from  New  Berne  to  Washington,  April  17-19. 

HEADQUARTERS  HECKMAN'S  BRIGADE, 

Neio  Berne,  N.  C.,  April  21,  1863. 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  two  regiments  of  my  brigade  during  the  recent  expedition  to  Wash 
ington,  N.  C.: 

Friday  (17th  instant)  having  received  orders  to  cross  the  Neuse 
Kiver  with  niy  command  and  take  the  advance,  I  proceeded  on  the  road 
toward  Washington  as  far  as  Penify's  plantation,  distance  from  New 
Berne  7  miles,  the  road  for  a  great  part  of  the  way  being  of  the  most 
horrid  character. 

The  column  not  haviug  closed  up,  I  placed  Belger's  battery,  com 
manded  by  Lieutenant  Simpson,  in  position,  and  my  two  regiments  of 
infantry  and  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Beecher, 
in  line  to  support  them.  1  then  ordered  the  troops  to  bivouac  lor  the 
night. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  formed  line  and  commenced 
the  march  without  interruption  until  we  arrived  at  Swift  Creek  road  at 
10  a.  in.  Learning  that  the  road  to  Swift  Creek  was  blockaded  for  a 
number  of  miles  I  continued  on  the  direct  road  to  Blount's  Creek  Mill. 
At  12  in.,  the  main  column  being  some  distance  in  the  rear,  I  halted  to 
rest  and  allow  the  column  to  close  up.  After  a  halt  of  about  two  hours 
I  was  joined  by  General  Naglee  and  staff,  when  we  immediately  pushed 
forward  and  reached  Blount's  Creek  about  3.30  p.  m.  Found  the  bridge 
over  the  creek  destroyed,  but  with  very  little  labor  the  pioneers  con 
structed  a  passage  through  the  mill.  Received  orders  from  General 
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Naglee  to  halt  the  column  wheu  it  arrived,  bivouac,  and  move  forward 
early  in  the  morning,  the  general  proceeding  in  the  direction  of  Wash 
ington,  accompanied  by  his  staff.  As  soon  as  the  cavalry  arrived -and 
had  i'ed  their  horses  I  ordered  them  to  follow,  which  they  did,  coming 
up  with  the  general  about  8  miles  from  our  encampment. 

At  5.30  a.  in.,  column  again  in  motion,  received  orders  that  upon  ar 
riving  at  the  road  leading  to  Hill's  Point  to  take  one  regiment  of  in 
fantry  and  ascertain  if  the  fort  was  occupied,  and,  if  so,  by  whom.  Ac 
companied  by  my  staff  and  followed  by  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  Volunteers 
I  rode  into  the  fort  and  found  it  occupied  by  detachments  of  the  Forty- 
third  and  Forty-fourth  Kegiments  Massachusetts  Volunteers. 

At  12  m.  received  orders  to  continue  the  march  toward  Washington, 
leaving  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  and  Twenty-third  Massachusetts  at  Hill's 
Point.  Placed  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  in  advance,  and  arrived 
at  Washington  at  3  p.  in.  The  Ninth  New  Jersey  Volunteers  arrived  by 
boat  from  Hill's  Point  at  5  p.  m.  Left  on  steamer  Escort  for  New  Berne, 
N.  C.,  on  the  20th  and  reached  here  at  6  a.  m.  21st. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  A.  HECKMAN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  7. 

Itinerary  of  the  Fourth  Division,  Eighteenth  Army   Corps,  Brig.  Gen. 
Henry  W.  Wessells,  U.  $.  Army,  commanding,  March  15-April  13.* 

March  15. — The  Forty- fourth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Mili 
tia  received  marching  orders  and  proceeded  to  Washington,  N.  C.,  by 
transport,  where  they  remained  until  April  22,  when  they  returned  to 
New  Berne. 

March  30. — Companies  A  and  Gr  went  011  a  scout,  and,  falling  into  an 
ambuscade,  returned  to  Washington,  with  a  loss  of  3  men  wounded  and 
prisoners  and  Captain  Richardson  wounded.  The  rebels  the  next  day 
blockaded  the  Pamlico  River  and  laid  siege  to  the  town,  keeping  up  a 
continuous  firing  until  the  16th,  when  they  withdrew  their  forces  and 
abandoned  the  siege. 

April  13. — Colonel  Sisson,  with  the  Fifth  Rhode  Island  Regiment, 
succeeded  in  running  the  enemy's  batteries,  re-enforcing  the  garrison  at 
Washington  without  loss. 


No.  8. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Prince,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Fifth  Divis 
ion,  of  operations  on  the  Pamlico,  April  4-6,  and  Expedition  from  New 
Berne  toward  Kinston,  April  16-21,  with  resulting  correspondence. 

HDQKS.  FIFTH  DIVISION,  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  April  13,  1863. 

COLONEL  :  My  last  formal  dispatch  was  dated  April  3,  at  which  time 
I  was  present  at  department  headquarters  here.    I  left  next  morning 

*  From  Division  Return  for  April,  1863. 
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(4th  iiist.)  for  the  Pamlico  Eiver  and  arrived  at  Blouut's  Bay  at  8  p.  m. 
Iii  addition  to  the  gunboats  which  I  left  there — the  Lock  wood,  Allison, 
and  sloop  Granite — I  found  the  Southfield,  Whitehead,  and  Seymour. 
The  Ceres,  which  arrived  on  Thursday  evening,  had  during  that  night 
buoyed  out  the  passage  through  the  barricade,  and.  while  engaging  the 
battery  about  3  o'clock  the  same  night,  passed  through.  The  enemy 
probably  withheld  their  fire  supposing  that  the  Ceres  would  be  impaled, 
and  must  have  been  surprised  to  see  her  steam  off  up  the  river.  On  the 
following  night  they  removed  the  buoys  placed  by  Captain  MacDearmid. 
The  evening  of  the  4th  Dr.  Rice  left  in  a  row-boat  with  dispatches  for 
General  Foster.  By  him  I  informed  the  general  of  my  views  of  the 
state  of  things  at  the  barricade,  and  the  impossibility  of  taking  the 
battery  by  lauding. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th  I  had  Colonel  Dyer's  regiment  (One  hun 
dred  and  seventy-fifth  Pennsylvania)  on  board  the  schooner  Annie  L. 
Edwards  (with  part  of  Eansom's  battery),  to  be  towed  to  Washington 
by  the  gunboat  Lockwood,  Captain  Graves,  who  volunteered  for  the 
purpose.  They  were  under  way,  approaching  the  barricade  in  gallant 
style,  when  Dr.  Rice's  boat  and  another  belonging  to  the  Southfield 
arrived  from  Washington,  and  the  officers  of  the  Navy  on  board  of  them 
said  that  there  was  not  water  enough  above  for  the  Lockwood,  so  I 
stopped  them  and  turned  them  back. 

The  Northerner  arrived  with  the  following  troops  on  board:  The  One 
hundred  and  first  Pennsylvania,  Colonel  Morris,  350  strong;  the  Fifth 
Massachusetts,  Colonel  Peirson,  500  strong ;  making  the  whole  number 
here,  artillery  and  infantry,  2,500  men.  In  the  afternoon  the  Hunch 
back,  Captain  McCaun,  arrived,  having  been  detained  by  boisterous 
weather.  The  Hunchback,  Southtield,  and  Whitehead  made  a  com 
bined  attack  on  the  battery  at  G  p.  m.  The  battery  replied  with  but 
three  shots,  which  passed  near  the  Hunchback. 

As  soon  as  dark  came  on  (in  order  that  the  enemy  might  not  observe) 
I  began  preparing  the  Emilie  steamer,  by  disposing  bales  and  boxes  of 
clothing  and  three  bales  of  cotton  to  protect  the  boiler,  for  the  reception 
of  a  regiment,  intending  to  place  her  in  charge  of  Captain  Wells,  of  the 
Seymour,  who  said  he  would  make  the  effort  to  run  her  up  to  Washing 
ton.  Later,  toward  10  p.  in.,  a  dispatch  arrived  from  General  Foster. 
The  dispatch  in  the  morning  directed  as  follows : 

It'  you  find  it  to  be  too  risky  to  land  and  take  the  batteries,  content  yourself  with 
sending  me  through  two  regiments,  with  a  plentiful  supply  of  ammunition  for  the 
guns  (32-pounders,  6-pounder  Wiards,  6-pounder  smooth-bores,  and  3-inch  guns) ;  then, 
leaving  the  gunboats  to  take  care  of  Hill's  Point  battery,  return  at  once  to  New 
Berne  and,  taking  every  man  that  can  possibly  be  spared  (five  regiments  are  enough 
for  the  safety  of  New  Berne),  march  across  the  country  from  Fort  Anderson  to  Wash 
ington.  I  ain  quite  sure  that  you  will  only  meet  ten  regiments  on  the  way,  and 
them  you  can  overcome.  The  road  from  Fort  Anderson  to  Swift's  Creek  is  bad  but 
the  rest  is  good.  You  can  also  go  by  the  way  of  Street's  Ferry,  but  it  involves  the 
bridging  of  Batchelder's  Creek  and  the  crossing  of  the  Neuse  River  and  Swift's  Creek. 
It  is  better  to  corduroy  5  miles  of  the  road  from  Fort  Anderson. 

And  the  dispatch  of  this  evening  says : 

If  you  cannot  send  the  two  regiments  through  without  delaying  the  main  demon 
stration  and  attack  from  New  Berne  send  only  one,  or  leave  it  to  be  sent,  and  push 
the  other  matter.  It  is  my  belief  that  the  battery  at  Hill's  Point  will  be  abandoned 
Avhen  our  force  approaches  the  cross-roads  3-J  miles  from  here  on  the  road  to  New 
Berne. 

The  project  of  sending  a  steamer  crowded  with  men  was  proposed  for 
discussion  between  the  higher  navy  officers  and  some  of  my  staff,  and 
as  my  ideas  of  its  impropriety  were  not  shaken  I  countermanded  the 
orders  given  to  the  Emilie  and  ordered  the  One  hundred  and  fifty- 
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eighth  Pennsylvania,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Troxel,  to  embark  at  once  in 
the  schooners  Annie  L.  Edwards  and  Flambeau,  these  vessels  to  be 
towed  to  Washington  by  the  Allison  and  Phoenix,  commanded,  re 
spectively,  or  guided,  by  McKeever  and  De  Cainarra,  of  the  Louisiana 
and  Hunchback,  both  of  whom  volunteered  for  the  purpose. 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  orders  to  the  troops : 

SPECIAL  OKDERS,  ?  HEADQUARTERS, 

No.  1.  $  Blount'a  Say,  April  5,  1863—12  p.  m. 

The  One  hundred  and  fifty-eighth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  will  embark 
to-night  in  the  two  transports,  in  which  it  is  to  run  the  batteries  of  the  enemy,  to 
join  the  commander  of  the  Eighteenth  Army  Corps  in  the  defense  of  Fort  Washing 
ton.     The  steamers  Allison  and  Phoenix  will  tow  the  transports  through. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Prince : 

ALBERT  ORDWAY, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

The  plan  was  as  follows :  When  the  vessels  .were  ready  they  were  to 
run  up  to  the  Hunchback  and  there  receive  the  orders  to  start  from 
Captain  McCann,  who  was  to  have  the  passage  through  the  barricade 
marked  and  was  to  engage  the  battery  with  all  the  gunboats. 

Myself  and  staff  were  up  all  night  attending  to  this,  and  at  4  o'clock, 
having  called  General  Spinola  for  the  purpose,  we  stood  on  the  upper 
deck  of  the  Escort  to  see  them  pass. 

At  this  hour  they  had  reached  the  Hunchback,  near  the  barricade, 
and  were  stopped  by  Captain  McCann,  because,  as  lie  afterward  reported 
to  me,  he  thought  it  would  be  daylight  when  they  would  be  passing  the 
upper  (Rodman's  Point)  battery. 

At  6  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  I  left  for  New  Berne,  having 
given  orders  to  each  transport  that  was  to  accompany  me  and  each  one 
that  was  to  remain.  At  evening  I  arrived  at  New  Berne. 

On  the  7th  I  appointed  Major  Fraiikle  chief  of  staff  for  an  expedition 
which  I  expected  to  conduct,  and  I  passed  the  day  with  my  staff  exam 
ining  persons  who  knew  the  country  between  the  Neuse  and  Washing 
ton  and  endeavoring  to  form  a  plan  of  operations  conformable  thereto 
and  to  General  Foster's  wishes. 

During  the  day  I  was  quite  ill  and  constantly  retching,  to  the  inter 
ruption  of  the  investigation.  This  was  increased  about  0  p.  in.  on 
learning  that  the  Allison  and  Phoenix  had  arrived  here  and  brought 
the  schooners  with  the  regiment  I  hoped  had  reached  General  Foster. 

I  received  from  department  headquarters  a  list  of  the  troops  that 
would  be  over  the  Neuse  in  the  course  of  the  night  and  available  for  a 
march,  and  I  organized  them  into  brigades  and  constructed  an  order  oi 
march. 

Early  on  the  8th  I  awoke  with  a  blinding  headache  and  sickness,  and 
sent  an  officer  of  my  staff  with  the  organization  and  order  of  march  at 
once  to  General  Palmer,  with  the  message  that  I  was  too  ill  to  attend 
to  any  duty. 

Indisposition  has  prevented  my  making  this  report  before. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

HENBY  PKINCE, 
Brigadier -General  of  Volunteers. 

Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

A.  A.  (7.,  Hdqrs.  Eighteenth  A.  €.,  New  Berne,  N.  C. 

N.  B. — I  have  inadvertently  omitted  to  say  that  in  the  night  of  the  oth 
instant  I  sent  through  the  barricade  in  an  open  boat  all  the  C-pounder 
and  3-inch  guns'  ammunition  which  arrived  in  the  Northerner. 
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APRIL  10,  1863—7.30  p.  TU. 

I  am  4  miles  from  Core  Creek,  having  stopped,  at  dark,  working  till 
that  time  bringing  along  rails  and  laying  them  down.  I  shall  drive  in 
the  pickets  on  this  road  to-night  with  a  company,  reconnoitering  to  the 
bridge. 

Colonel  Jones,  with  his  own  and  the  Eighth  Massachusetts,  will  go 
to  the  crossings  on  the  Dover  road  and  beat  up  the  enemy's  quarters 
on  the  other  side  of  the  creek,  if  possible,  in  course  of  the  night. 

In  the  morning  early  I  shall  go  ahead.     It  is  thought  the  enemy's 
pickets  are  watching  us. 
Yours, 

HENRY  PRINCE, 

Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


HDQRS.  FIFTH  DIVISION,  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  April  22,  1863. 

COLONEL  :  Pursuant  to  instructions,  dated  Headquarters  Eighteenth 
Army  Corps,  New  Berne,  April  16,  1863,  I  advanced  on  that  day  in  the 
direction  of  Kinston  with  Col.  J.  Jourdan's  command,  consisting  of  five 
companies  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-eighth  Begiment  New  York 
Volunteers,  nine  companies  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-second  Reg 
iment  New  York  Volunteers,  nine  companies  of  the  Third  Regiment 
Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and  four  companies  of  the  Eighth  Regiment 
Massachusetts  Volunteers,  with  four  pieces  of  Biggs'  battery,  and  with 
Col.  J.  Richter  Jones'  command,  consisting  of  the  Fifty-eighth  Regiment 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and  21  enlisted  men  of  Company  H,  Third 
New  York  Cavalry. 

In  the  evening  I  re-enforced  Colonel  Jones  with  a  battalion  of  the 
Eighth  Massachusetts  Volunteers  and  directed  him  to  follow  the  Dover 
road  and  take  possession  of  its  crossing  of  Core  Creek.  The  main  col 
umn  followed  the  railroad,  which  required  some  repairing  as  we  went 
along,  and  encamped  about  4  miles  from  Core  Creek.  Camping  places 
being  very  sparse,  the  route  does  not  admit  of  much  choice  in  this  re 
spect.  I  sent  forward  immediately  Captain  O'Connor,  of  Company  G, 
One  hundred  and  fifty-eighth  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers,  with  his 
company,  to  reconnoiter  to  the  railroad  crossing  of  Core  Creek.  He 
found  a  picket  there  of  about  25  men ;  exchanged  a  volley  with  them 
and  drove  them  to  the  other  side.  Colonel  Jones  marched  his  command 
in  the  night  to  Core  Creek  and  endeavored  to  cross  at  a  blind  ford,  but 
failed  on  account  of  the  depth  of  water  from  recent  rains.  He  then 
bivouacked  near  Dover  Crossing. 

The  next  morning  Colonel  Jourdan  advanced  over  Core  Creek,  at  the 
railroad  crossing,  with  all  the  force  not  already  stated  to  be  with  Colonel 
Jones,  excepting  the  Third  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers  and  the 
battery  held  in  reserve  and  some  companies  on^picket?  ,He  extended 
to  the  right,  after  crossing,  to  the  Dover  road.  Colonel  Jones,  finding 
Nethercutt's  men  opposed  to  his  crossing,  forced  the  passage,  and  in  a 
smart  skirmish,  in  which  he  followed  them  3  miles,  'drove  them  beyond 
reach.  ^ 

In  this  skirmish  we  lost  1  man  killed  and  4  wounded,  all  of  the  Fifty- 
eighth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  Three  of  the  enemy  left 
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on  the  ground,  were  buried  by  the  victors.  A  large  party  worked  all 
this  day  upon  the  railroad  bridge  and  laying  down  sleepers  and  rails 
beyond  to  a  considerable  distance. 

In  the  course  of  the  day  I  received  the  further  instructions  to  "  assume 
an  offensive  and  strongly  defensive  position  on  the  line  of  Core  Creek 
and  hold  the  same  until  further  orders."  At  night  the  troops  were 
withdrawn  to  the  right  bank,  on  the  railroad  and  on  the  Dover  road, 
with  pickets  out  on  the  left  bank. 

On  the  18th  Colonel  Jourdan  writh  the  same  forces  crossed  the  rail 
road  bridge  and  advanced  something  over  a  mile  to  the  Core  Creek 
Switch,  whence  a  road  leads  to  the  Dover  road,  intersecting  it  at  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  Dover  Crossing  and  about  1-J  miles  from  the 
switch.  He  extended  his  command  to  the  Dover  road  and  held  the 
point  of  junction  with  it  in  force.  At  the  same  time  Colonel  Jones 
passed  down  Core  Creek  on  the  west  side  to  take  in  rear  any  party  at 
the  Neuse  road  crossing  of  Core  Creek.  This  operation  occupied  the 
whole  day,  the  troops  not  getting  back  into  their  camps  till  some  time 
after  dark.  Four  rebel  cavalry  only  were  found  at  the  Neuse  Cross 
ing,  who  were  captured,  with  their  arms  and  horses.  The  party  then 
crossed  the  creek,  having  to  construct  means  of  crossing  for  their 
ambulance,  and  returned,  by  the  road  on  the  east  side,  to  the  Dover 
Crossing.  The  next  day,  Sunday,  the  troops  were  not  disturbed  in 
their  bivouac. 

On  Monday  morning,  having  fully  concerted  the  operation  with 
Colonel  Jones  and  Colonel  Jourdan,  I  directed  these  zealous  and  ener 
getic  officers  to  advance,  maintaining  a  constant  communication  with 
each  other  until  the  long  sand  ridge  should  be  fully  explored.  The 
troops  of  the  two  camps  moved  at  the  same  time.  The  left  wing  ex 
tended  to  the  Dover  road  and  scoured  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  rail 
road  through  most  difficult  ground;  the  right  advanced  by  the  open 
country  bordering  the  Dover  road  and  dashed  first  into  the  Sandy  Kidge 
region,  when  they  were  opposed  by  skirmishers.  The  noise  of  this  con- 
tlict  was  the  first  communication  the  left  was  able  to  obtain  with  the 
right,  although  nearly  abreast  with  it.  The  enemy's  pickets  on  the 
railroad  retired  along  the  track,  firing,  thus  giving  distant  notice  of  our 
progress  there.  Arriving  at  the  Biddle  road,  an  avenue  1  mile  long 
from  the  long  sand  ridge  to  the  railroad,  while/the  skirmish  was  going 
on,  Colonel  Jourdan  moved  rapidly  to  the  right  upon  it,  with  a  bat 
talion,  and  in  support.  The  affair  concluded  011  the  Dover  road  about 
a  mile  in  advance  of  the  avenue.  At  that  place  the  Sandy  Ridge  de 
clines  into  a  swamp,  and  the  last  end  *f  it  was  roughly  intrenched. 
The  rapid  movement  and  severe  fire  of  the  excellent  skirmishers  of  the 
Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  and  gallant  charge  of  17  cavalry  of  company 
II,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  under  Sergeant  Dowr,  leaping  the  intrench- 
ments,  drove  the  main  body  of  the  rebels  into  the  swamp,  and  detained 
a  commissioned  officer  and  27  enlisted  men  of  the  Forty-ninth  North 
Carolina  Regiment  in  our  hands  as  prisoners. 

Our  loss  in  this  skirmish  was  7  enlisted  men  of  the  Fifty-eighth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and  1  of  Company  H,  Third  Eegiment  New 
York  Cavalry,  wounded.  Three  horses  of  the  same  cavalry  party  were 
killed. 

On  Tuesday,  pursuant  to  orders  from  Head  quarters  Eighteenth  Army 
Corps,  my  column  returned  to  the  New  Berne  lines  and  resumed  their 
former  positions. 

1  have  to  acknowledge  myself  under  obligations  to  Colonel  Jones, 
of  the  Fifty-eighth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  Colonel 
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Jourdan,  commanding  the  Second  Brigade  of  rny  division,  for  their 
untiring'  energy  and  intelligence;  also  to  Major  Fitz  Simmons  and  Lieu 
tenant  Greig,  Third  Regiment  New  York  Cavalry,  who  joined  my  staff 
for  the  expedition,  the  former  as  chief  of  staff  and  the  latter  as  aide  de 
camp. 

No  opportunity  offered  for  the  use  of  artillery ;  but  in  it,  and,  I  may 
add,  throughout  the  entire  command,  the  very  best  kind  of  spirit  was 
made  evident  to  me. 
Inclosed  please  find  a  report  of  Colonel  Jones. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENEY  PRINCE, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  New  Berne,  N.  C. 


.    HDQRS.  FIRST  DIVISION,  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  April  24,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Comdg.  ISth  Army  Corps,  Dept.  ofN.  C.,  New  Berne,  N.  C.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  yesterday,  in  which  you  inquire  whether,  during  your 
recent  absence  at  Washington,  N.  C.,  the  question  as  to  your  power  to 
give  commands  from  that  place  was  raised  by  any  one,  and,  if  so,  by 
whom  and  under  what  circumstances. 

It  is  natural  for  one  to  infer  from  this  interrogatory  that  you  have 
heard  that  the  question  was  raised,  and  I  think  it  but  justice  to  my 
self  and  others  to  state  that  in  no  official  manner  was  this.  done.  But 
as  you  inquire  if  this  matter  was  spoken  of  in  usuch  consultations  and 
conversations  between  commanding  officers  as  would  naturally  "under 
such  circumstances  take  place  and  influence  actions,77 1  think  it  proper 
to  add  that  the  only  remark  that  came  under  my  own  observation,  and 
that  could  be  considered  by  any  one  as  at  all  calculated  to  raise  the 
question  of  your  power,  was  a  remark  uttered  in  private  conversation 
by  General  Prince  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant  (I  think),  and  this 
occurred  in  this  way :  Several  officers,  including  myself,  were  standing 
'on  the  pavement  near  your  quarters.  General  Prince  said  : 

Hero  is  a  question.  General  Foster  is  shut  up  in  Washington  with  a  small  com 
mand.  He  is  unable  or  unwilling  to  leave  there.  Is  he  then  in  command  of  the 
department,  or  who  is  then  in  command? 

The  above  is  the  substance  of  the  remark,  as  I  understood  it.  I  paid 
no  attention  to  it  at  the  time,  as  I  was  very  much  occupied  in  getting 
ready  to  leave  for  the  blockade.  I  left  the  place  where  the  conversa 
tion  was  going  on  while  General  Prince  was  conversing,  and  I  do  not 
even  now  recollect  the  persons  who  were  there  but  I  think  General 
Wessells  was.  This  was  not  calculated  to  "  influence  (my)  actions.77 
General  Prince  certainly  never  advised  with  me,  officially  or  privately, 
as  to  the  power  of  the  commanding  general  while  in  Washington,  and 
the  remark  was  simply  an  idle  one,  which  I  thought  it  better  not  to 
make  at  that  time,  and  I  regret  the  necessity  for  ever  speaking  of  it. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

I.  N.  PALMER,      . 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding  First  Division. 
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HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  THE  PAMLICO, 

Washington,  N.  C.,  April  26,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Comdg.  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  Dept.ofN.  C.  : 
GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  the  21st  instant*  was  received  by  me  on  the 
22d.    You  say : 

The  siege  of  Washington  being  raised,  my  duty  to  our  country,  to  yourself,  and  to 
myself  requires  some  explanation  of  past  events. 

I  will  endeavor  to  answer  seriatim  the  queries  which  follow  this  pas 
sage  satisfactorily  to  our  country,  to  yourself,  and  to  myself. 
The  passage  which  I  will  lirst  consider  is  as  follows : 

Learning  that  an  attack  was  to  be  made  on  Washington,  I  left  on  March  29  for  that 
place  and  arrived  there  on  the  30th.  April  1,  I  wrote  to  General  Palmer  suggesting 
three  ways  of  raising  the  siege  and  expressing  my  preference  for  the  first,  which  was 
to  land  a  strong  force  at  a  point  below  Hill's  Point  Battery,  take  that  battery  in 
reverse,  march  up  in  rear  of  Rodman's  Point,  and  join  mo  at  Washington  Bridge. 
What  effort,  if  any,  was  made  to  carry  out  my  orders  as  above  quoted  ?  Was  any  re 
connaissance  made  by  your  order  for  the  purpose  of  learning  the  strength  and  position 
of  the  enemy,  on  the  result  of  which  you  reported  to  me  that  it  was  impracticable  to 
land  and  take  the  batteries? 

On  the  1st  day  of  April  the  following  letter  from  General  Palmer,  com 
manding  the  department  in  your  absence,  was  received  by  me : 

HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  April  1.  1863. 
Brigadier-General  PRINCE,  New  Berne,  N.  C. : 

GENERAL  :  Information  is  just  received  from  General  Foster  from  Washington,  N.  C., 
that  that  place  is  about  to  be  attacked  by  the  enemy  in  force.  The  re-enforce 
ments  under  General  Spinola  have  not  been  able  to  get  'to  Washington,  as  the  rebels 
have  established  a  battery  at  Hill's  Point,  near  the  blockade  below  that  city.  Gen 
eral  Foster  has  directed  that  you  proceed  immediately  to  that  vicinity  to  take  such 
measures  for  the  reducing  of  this  battery  as  your  good  judgment  may  dictate,  and  yon 
will  get  the  fc-enibrceineuts  to  their  destination  if  possible. 

The  gunboats  from  here  are  ordered  to  proceed  immediately  to  that  point  and  they 
will  bo  under  way  in  an  hour  or  two.  The  steamer  North  Shore  will  be  placed  at 
your  disposition.  She  takes  a  supply  of  ammunition  for  32-ponnder  and  Wiard  guns 
with  her.  The  gunboats  from  Plymouth  have  also  been  sent  for,  and  they  will  be  down 
as  soon  as  possible.  * 

I  send  you  the  letter  of  General  Foster  for  your  information. 
General,  very  respectfully,  yotit  obedient  servant, 

I.  N.  PALMER, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

With  the  above  came  a  letter  from  General  Potter,  of  which  the  fol 
lowing  is  a  copy: 

WASHINGTON,  N.  C.,  March  31,  1863—12  m, 
Brigadier-General  PALMER,  Commanding  : 

GENERAL:  The  rebels  are  about  to  attack  us  in  strong  force.  They  sent  in  a  flag  of 
truce  this  morning  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  women  and  children  removed.  The 
Hag  was  not  received.  The  regiments  and  battery  that  were  to  follow  us  have  not 
arrived ;  cause  supposed  to  bo  the  fire  from  a  battery  which  the  rebels  have  planted 
at  Hill's  Point  where  they  formerly  had  one.  We  can  hold  out  for  two  or  three  days. 
General  Foster  wishes  you  to  send  up  at  once  all  the  gunboats  that  can  be  spared,  ami, 
if  possible,  400  rounds  of  32-pounder  shot  and  shell,  and  200  rounds  of  1'2-pounder 
Wiards.  He  also  wishes  either  yourself  or  General  Prince  to  come  up  and  to  act 
according  to  your  own  discretion  in  attacking  the  battery  at  Hill's  Point. 

If  the  gunboats  cannot  succeed  in  silencing  the  battery  in'  question  it  will  rest 
with  you  or  General  Prince  to  decide  as  to  the  advisability  of  landing  your  infantry 
and  Hanking  the  battery. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  E.  POTTER, 
.  Chief  of  Staff. 

*  The  only  copy  of  this  letter  found  is  in  letterpress-book,  and  is  illegible, 


CHAP.  XXX.]  SIEGE  OF  WASHINGTON,  N.  C.  229 

I  remember  reading  also  a  letter  from  you  stating  that  there  were 
three  means  of  relieving  Washington. 

I  left  New  Berne,  on  the  North  Shore,  at  2.45  in  the  afternoon  of 
that  day  and  arrived  at  the  fleet,  off  Bath  in  Pamlico  River,  at  2.45  the 
following  morning.  (The  2d,  not  the  4th.)  General  Spinola  was  in 
command  there.  I  sought  him  immediately  and  talked  with  him  of  the 
situation  of  matters.  He  instantly  showed  me  an  order  he  had  issued 
for  landing  some  troops  at  daybreak  for  the  purpose  of  storming  the 
Hill's  Point  Battery.  No  reconnaissance  had  been  made,  and  I  did 
not  sec  that  his  plan  contemplated  one,  and  asked  him  if  he  proposed  to 
make  it  without  any.  He  replied  that  he  had  no  intention  to  attempt 
his  plan  without  one  and  should  make  a  reconnaissance  first  in  the 
morning.  I  then  approved  this  course  and  directed  the  reconnaissance 
to  be  made.  This  was  done  according  to  my  detailed  instructions.  The 
officer  iu  command  of  the  party  that  made  it  reported  verbally  to  my 
satisfaction.  There  were  present  about  3 ,600  men,  artillery  and  infantry, 
and  the  two  little  armed  steamers,  Lockwood  and  Allison,  and  a  sailing 
sloop  with  a  heavy  gun  on  board,  which  vessels  vainly  endeavored  to 
interest  the  Hill's  Point  Battery. 

I  informed  myself,  by  the  examination  of  many  different  persons  and 
by  personal  observation,  of  the  precise  nature  of  the  situation  of  Hill's 
Point  Battery  and  of  all  the  ways  by  which  it  could  be  approached 
and  all  the  places  where  landing  was  not  naturally  obstructed  and 
where  it  was  obstructed  by  nature.  And,  as  enjoined  so  forcibly  in  my 
instructions,  1  permitted  myself  to  be  governed  solely  by  my  judgment 
in  deciding  that  a  landing  could  not  be  effected  with  any  means  at  my 
command.  Nothing  has  occurred  to  shake  this  opinion  or  modify  it. 
Time  and  light  all  confirm  it.  When  I  had  formed  it  fully  I  did  all  I 
could  to  make  it  immediately  known  to  you  and  to  General  Palmer. 
At  evening  on  the  3d  of  April  I  left  the  river  for  New  Berne,  to  go  and 
return  as  quickly  as  possible,  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  with  General 
Palmer.  I  carried  the  following  dispatch  with  me  to  General  Palmer, 
having  written  it  to  send  : 

PAMLICO  RIVER,  1ST.  C.,  April  2,  1863. 
Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Asst.  Arijt.  Gen.,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  New  Berne,  N.  C.  : 

COLONEL  :  The  battery  ou  Hill's  Point  is  very  strong.  The  gunboats  wo  have  (the 
Allison  and  Lockwood)  make  no  impression  on  it.  Its  geometrical  position,  consid 
ered  with  the  relative  situation  of  the  enemy's  forces,  make  it  unassailable  except 
by  gunboats. 

Whether  5,000  troops  landed  on  'this  river  or  marched  from  New  Berne  would  be 
immaterial;  no  less  would  be  able  to  reach  the  battery  and  get  away  again  if  unsuc 
cessful. 

Lauding  therefore  with  me  is  out  of  the  question  as  things  stand.  Blount's  Creek 
is  impassible,  and  at  the  bridge  is  a  camp  of  1,000  men.  There  is  no  way  of  my  com 
mand  getting  out  of  the  triangle  formed  around  the  battery  by  the  water  and  the 
road.  I  shall  lie  here  and  threaten,  and  if  a  strong  force  of  gunboats  comes  the  bat 
tery  can  be  fully  tested. 

Large  vessels' (gunboats)  cannot  find  their  way  through  the  blockade,  the  buoys 
being  up  and  the  piles  being  cutoif  2  feet  under  water,  and  while  they  a  re  beleaguered 
the  well-served  eight  guns  (some  Whitworths)  could  destroy  them.  I  shall  attempt  to 
send  some  ammunition  to  Washington  to-night  in  a  small  boat,  hugging  the  northern 
shore ;  but  it  will  be  a  trifle,  I  know.  The  officers  of  the  gunboats  will  consider  well 
while  near  the  battery  the  feasibility  of  one  running  through,  but  I  feel  confident 
they  will  decide  adversely  to  the  attempt.  If  General  Dix  sends  5,000  men  we  may 
relieve  Washington.  If  the  large  gunboats  come  they  may  succeed. 

In  order  to  remain  here,  coal  is  necessary.     I  send  a  tug  to  bring  us  a  schooner 
containing  it.     As  every  steamer  will  bo  out  of  coal  in  thirty-two  hours,  whatever 
else  fails  let  the  tugs  bring  some  coal-vessel. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

HENRY  PRINCE, 
Brigadier-  General,  Volunteers. 
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And  on  the  same  day  I  endeavored  to  express  myself  better  and 
more  clearly  in  a  communication  to  your  headquarters,  a  copy  of  which 
I  sent  through  the  barricade  to  you,  which  is  as  follows: 

NEW  BERNE,  April  3,  1863. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  HOFFMAN  : 

COLONEL:  The  above  sketch  (for  correction  of  which  1  refer  to  the  map  of  North 
Carolina  by  Topographical  Bureau)  is  to  indicate  the  relative  situation  of  points  re- 
ft-'rred  to  in  the  following  statement :  General  Foster,  with  two  regiments,  a  company 
of  cavalry,  and  a  company  of  artillery  (1,200  men),  and  three  gunboats  is  at  Washing 
ton.  He  is  invested  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  by  the  brigades  of  Pettigrew  and 
Gariiett,  as  he  states  in  his  letter  to  General  Prince  of  April  2,  18G3.  On  the  south 
,side  is  D.  II.  Hill  with  two  brigades,  according  to  General  Foster's  information,  same 
letter ;  but  other  information,  to  which  he  probably  has  not  access,  indicates  a  stronger 
force. 

The  enemy  have  at  Rodman's  Point  a  battery  with  which  they  are  destroying  the 
gunboats.  At  Hill's  Point  the  enemy  have  a  ilne  battery  of  six  or  eight  guns.  A 
barricade  formerly  constructed  by  the  enemy  extends  from  Hill's  Point  to  Swan  Point ; 
the  barricade  consists  of  a  double  row  of  piles  cut  oif  2  feet  under  water.  Instead  of 
destroying  the  barricade  our  vessels  made  a  passage  through  it  60  feet  wide,  and 
marked  the  passage  with  buoys.  The  enemy  having  removed  the  buoys,  it  is  not 
possible  in  the  expanse  of  the  river  to  know  where  the  passage  is  running.  The  bat 
tery  therefore  perfects  the  blockade  and  also  the  investment  of  the  small  force  of 
ours  at  Washington. 

Having  been  up  myself  to  the  front  of  the  Hill's  Point  Battery  and  felt  it  with  some 
small  gunboats,  and  having  reconnoitered  the  shore  there  and  obtained  carefully 
sifted  information,  I  can  add  something  to  the  above  statement. 

Blouut's  Creek  has  a  long  bridge  where  the  road  crosses,  and  is  impassable  below. 
The  bridge  is  partly  removable,  and  at  it  is  a  force  1,000  strong  of  the  enemy  ever 
since  these  operations  commenced.  Above  the  bridge  the  swamp  is  impassable.  In 
recomioiteriug  the  shores  of  Blount's  Bay  I  found  the  enemy's  pickets  of  infantry  on 
its  west  shore,  all  along,  and  infantry  and  cavalry  on  its  east  shore.  This  shows  the 
enemy  to  be  on  the  alert  there  ;  and  having  seen  lying  there  transports  filled  with 
troops  two  nights  and  a  day  before  I  arrived  there  they  are  in  anticipation  of  a 
landing.  The  enemy  therefore  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  are  in  force  to  defend 
the  Hill's  Point  Battery. 

It  is  believed  by  me  from  my  reconnaissance  that  the  nature  of  the  position  west 
of  Blount's  Creek  does  not  admit  of  the  gunboats  rendering  any  assistance  to  troops 
that  have  landed  save  while  they  are  on  the  immediate  shore;  the  entire  bank  is  high, 
rugged,  and  wooded.  Any  force  landed  there  places  itself  at  once  in  a  state  of  siege 
from  which  there  is  no  retiring  excepting  under  most  adverse  circumstances.  A 
march  npon  the  shore  itself  would  expose  the  troops  to  a  fire  from  the  bluff  which  they 
could  not  fairly  return. 

As  I  am  about  to  return  to  the  position  I  shall  use  all  the  means  I  can  to  obtain 
further  knowledge  of  the  enemy,  and  if  an  opportunity  to  land  occurs  I  shall  do  it. 
Up  to  this  time  since  the  first  arrival  of  the  troops  near  Blouut's  Bay  the  high  wind 
and  low  water  would  have  prevented  any  descent  before  as  well  as  after  my  arrival. 
If  anything  can  be  done  by  the  combined  forces  of  army  and  navy  assembled  at  the 
barricade  you  may  be  assured  that  no  pains  will  5e  spared  to  do  it. 

It  is  understood  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Eighteenth  Army  Corps  that  the  en 
emy's  regiments  in  this  region  are  full,  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  two  brigades  of 
D.  H.  Hill's  command  number  ten  regiments. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  PRINCE, 
Brigadier-General,  Volunteers. 

I  returned  to  Blouut's  Bay  the  next  day.  In  the  trip  I  had  seen  the 
Southfiekl  and  two  other  gunboats  from  Plymouth  on  their  way  to 
Blount's  Bay,  where  they  arrived  before  me,  and  I  left  the  Hunchback, 
from  New  Berne,  detained  by  the  weather  in  the  mouth  of  the  ISTeuse. 
The  passage  of  the  Sound  was  rendered  very  difficult,  and  was  con 
stantly  being  interrupted  during  the  most  of  the  time  I  was  up  in  the 
Pamlicp  River  by  the  high  wind.  The  first  re-enforcements  arrived  on 
the  5th.  There  were  then  in  all  2,500  men  there ;  clearly  not  enougli 
to  attempt  the  operation  of  forcing  the  crossing  of  Blount's  Creek,  which 
cannot  be  more  correctly  described  now  that  our  troops  have  it  in  pos 
session  than  it  was  by  me  then. 
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The  instructions  contemplate  a  fair  trial  of  the  large  class  of  gun 
boats.  The  Hunchback  did  not  succeed  in  reaching  Blount's  Bay  until 
the  afternoon  of  the  5th.  On  that  day  I  received  your  instructions  to 
leave  the  river  to  the  care  of  the  gunboats,  and  left  early  the  next  morn 
ing.  I  do  not  think  a  full  test  of  what  the  gunboats  could  do  with  the 
battery  had  then  been  made,  but  supposed  it  would  be.  There  were  no 
means  of  landing  troops  at  Biount's  Bay  under  fire,  and  it  was  of  no 
use  to  collect  them  unless  the  troops  could  gel  there.  It  seems  not  to 
have  been  possible  up  to  the  time  I  quit  there  to  get  a  sufficient  force 
from  New  Berne  to  fight  the  brigade  of  4,500  men,  which  was  the  least 
force  that  could  be  reasonably  deemed  to  be  supporting  the  Hill's  Point 
Battery. 

To  recapitulate :  I  arrived  at  the  forces  on  the  Pamlico  Eiver  at  3 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  April.  An  order  had  been  issued 
for  troops  to  land  at  daylight  and  storm  the  Hill's  Point  Battery.  I 
countermanded  this  order — my  greatest  service  yet  rendered  to  the 
country  in  any  one  act.  I  ordered  an  armed  reconnaissance,  in  which 
I  explained  every  detail  of  the  mode  in  which  it  should  be  conducted 
in  the  events  that  I  imagined  might  occur.  It  was  completed  to  my 
satisfaction.  I  reconnoitered  the  region  carefully  myself.  I  ascer 
tained  the  nature  of  it  with  the  most  irrefragable  accuracy,  as  well  as 
the  position  of  the  enemy,  whose  force  I  correctly  estimated. t  I  sifted 
justly  the  mass  of  information  I  obtained  on  all  these  subjects,  and  thus 
saw  the  situation  clearly  and  positively.  The  stormy  night  of  the  3d  of 
April  and  the  day  of  the  4th  I  traversed  the  waters  of  Pamlico  Sound  to 
New  Berne  and  back.  On  the  5th  of  April  I  received  your  orders  to 
quit  the  river  with  the  2,500  men  that  were  there  in  my  command,  ex 
cepting  one  regiment  to  be  sent  by  the  naval  force  to  you,  and  I  ac 
cordingly  left  early  on  the  morning  of  the  Cth  of  April  for  New  Berne. 

And  now  as  to  the  question  of  landing.  The  notes  written  by  you 
from  Washington,  such  as  I  saw,  cannot  be  regarded  technically  as 
orders.  Their  style  suggested  the  idea  to  me  that  you  did  not  so  re 
gard  them  yourself,  as  they  are  not  sufficiently  coherent  with  each  other 
or  sufficiently  definite  in  themselves,  it  seems  to  me,  to  be  considered 
such.  In  the  paragraph  of  your  letter  which  lam  now  considering  you 
said :  u  1  wrote  to  General  Palmer  suggesting  three  ways,"  &c.,  and  "ex 
pressing  my  preference  for  the  first,"  &c.  You  then  said :  "  What  effort, 
if  any,  was  made  to  carry  out  my  orders  as  above  quoted  f  I  think 
from  this  that  you  do  not  always  regard  them  as  orders.  They  are  in 
fact,  as  you  style  them  yourself,  your  suggestions  and  preferences  from 
your  point  of  view  at  the  moment  of  writing.  Undoubtedly  you  would 
not  consider  them  orders  in  the  case  of  failure  of  anything  done  in  pur 
suance  of  them. 

In  one  addressed  to  General  Palmer  you  say  that  the  first  plan  was 
described  to  be  "  to  land  a  strong  force  below  (no  place  being  par 
ticularized)  Hill's  Point  Battery,  take  that  battery  in  reverse,  march  up 
in  rear  of  Rodman's  Point,  and  join  me  at  the  bridge." 

In  one  addressed  to  me,  dated  April  2,  you  say : 

The  batteries  must  be  token  in  succession,  to  do  which  it  is  necessary  to  land  un 
der  cover  of  the -gunboats  and.  to  assail  the  battery  in  its  ilaiik  or  rear  at  the  same 
time  that  the  gunboats  assail  it  in  front.  The  battery  will  probably  be  supported 
by  a  brigade,  which  you  must  whip.  If  you  have  not  troops  enough  send  at  once  to 
Palmer  with  orders  from  me  to  load  any  steamer  or  sail-vessel  with  troops  enough  to 
do  the  business  surely — 

At  this  stage  1  visited  General  Palmer,  who  said  that  he  was  using 
all  the  transportation— 

If  the  gunboats  arrive 'before  more  troops  arrive  you  can  make  the.  attempt  to  land 
under  their  cover. 
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But  the  class  of  gunboats  that  were  expected  to  affect  the  battery 
did  not  arrive  till  the  5th  April. 

In  another  addressed  to  me  you  said  that  after  the  Hill's  Point  Bat 
tery  was  taken  the  troops  ought  to  re-embark  in  order  to  proceed  to  the 
Rodman's  Point  Battery  on  transports. 

The  letter  of  General  Potter,  chief  of  your  staff,  says  : 

He  ('General  Foster)  also  wishes  either  yourself  or  General  Prince  to  come  up  and 
to  act  according  to  your  own  discretion  in  attacking  the  battery  at  Hill's  Point.  If 
the  gunboats  cannot  succeed  in  silencing  the  battery  in  question  it  will  rest  with 
you  or  General  Prince  to  decide  as  to  the  advisability  of  landing  your  iufjmtry  and 
flanking  the  battery. 

Thus  I  have  shown  most  clearly  that  it  rested  solely  on  my  judgment 
and  responsibility  to  decide  whether  the  landing  of  troops  near  the  HilFs 
Point  Battery  should  be  made,  and  I  shall  proceed  to  show  that  I 
decided  correctly. 

I).  H.  Hill  was  known  to  be  on  the  south  side  of  the  Pamlico  Eiver 
with  at  least  two  brigades  of  rebels.  I  derived  this  knowledge  not  only 
from  you  but  from  other  sources  of  information.  From  your  headquar 
ters  I  learned  that  the  rebel  regiments  about  here  were  all  full,  each 
brigade  consisting  of  five  regiments,  numbering,  say,  4,500  men. 

But  as  the  Hill's  Point  Battery  was  the  key  of  the  whole  investment 
it  would  be  taking  a  short-sighted  view  .of  the  generalship  of  the  rebels 
to  suppose  that  they  could  not  concentrate  all  their  force  that  was  south 
of  the  river  in  its  defense;  and  when  we  were  nearest  to  being  able  to 
land,  when  we  had  infill  2,500  men  at  Blountfs  Bay,  I  knew,  by  ocular 
observation,  that  they  were,  concentrated  for  the  defense  of  that  bat 
tery  against  a  landing.  The  indications  were  conclusive.  This  is  now 
rendered  a  demonstrated  certainty  by  our  troops  having  marched  over 
the  ground  and  witnessed  their  freshly- vacated  camps  there  since  the 
raising  of  the  siege  of  Washington. 

To  land  west  of  Blount's  Creek  would  have  been  to  place  one^s  self 
where  the  formation  of  the  shore  line  refused  to  permit  the  gunboats  to 
render  any  assistance  to  the  infantry  landed.  No  point  juts  out  ujyon 
which  the  gunboats  might  fire  without  firing  over  (that  is,  into)  our 
troops.  No  place  whatever  can  be  named  west  of  Blount's  Creek  below 
the  battery  where  the  gunboats  could  assist  the  retreat.  The  troops 
therefore  would  have  to  depend  upon  themselves  and  the  intrenchrnents 
they  might  make  after  landing.  From  the  mouth  of  Blount's  Creek  to 
Hill's  Point  Battery  is  2.J  mil<es  of  shore  line,  forming  a  uniform  and  gentle 
curve  of  which  Hill's  Point  is  the  culmination  merely.  The  general 
level  of  the  land  along  there  is  40  feet  above  the  river,  the  bank  of  which 
is  bluff.  A  landing  west  of  Blount's  Creek  would  be  on  this  curve  of 
2£  miles  in  length.  Inside  of  it  lies  encamped  the  supporting  brigade 
of  rebels — their  pickets  everywhere  on  the  curve  ;  their  main  body  not 
over  2  miles  distant  from  any  part  of  it. 

I  will  suppose  that  the  other  brigade  south  of  the  river  is  distributed 
at  Blountfs  Creek  ^Bridge,  Swift  Creek  Tillage,  Rodman's  Point,  the 
cross-roads,  and  a  point  between  the  cross-road  and  Swift  Creek. 

I  will  suppose  that  we  could  land  500  men  in  row-boats,  stern-wheelers, 
&c.,  at  a  time.  Let  us  see  how  the  landing  would  proceed : 

The  transport  full  of  troops  draws  as  near  to  the  shore  as  she  can. 
She  is  then  half  a  mile  off  (or  she  remains  beyond  the  range  of  mus 
ketry,  which  would  make  the  time  longer).  Each  trip  to  land  500  takes 
twenty  minutes,  and,  if  no  contingency  prolongs  it,  the  transfer  of  the 
whole  to  land  takes  one  hour  and  two-thirds.  Meantime  the  rebels 
have  been  called  to  arms  by  the  fire  of  their  pickets,  and  being  not  over 
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2  miles  distant  they  are  at  the  landing  place  in  an  hour  after  the  land 
ing  begins  and  besiege  it  before  the  landing  is  complete.  The  two 
principles,  without  the  observance  of  which  the  operations  should  not  be 
attempted,  are,  first,  a  secure  retreat,  and,  second,  some  prospect  of 
taking  the  battery.  Any  one  can  decide  the  question. 

I  should  have  been  willing  with  5,000  troops,  having  assured  myself 
of  your  clearly  expressed  approbation  of  doing  so,  as  my  letters  already 
quoted  show,  to  have  attempted  what  I  have  described,  because  I  think 
our  soldiers,  with  a  superior  morale  arising  from  the  holiness  of  their 
cause,  are  superior  in  battle  to  the  rebel  rank  and  file,  more  steady  and 
persevering,  more  coolly  determined  on  retaining  a  reserve  of  energy 
and  a  few  unwasted  cartridges  for  final  exhibition,  and  to  sweep  the 
field. 

To  land  east  of  Blount's  Creek  would  have  been  safe  and  under  the 
cover  of  the  gunboats  ;  but  then  there  would  have  been  between  the 
column  and  the  battery  the  obstacle  of  an  unfordable  creek,  watchfully 
guarded,  with  a  single  bridge  partly  removable  and  occupied  in  force. 
Jt  is  evident  that  2,500  men  would  not  have  forced  the  crossing  of 
Biount's  Creek  if  they  had  landed  on  the  east  side  of  it  and  remained 
in  a  condition  to  go  farther.  In  fact  the  entire  available  force  of  this 
department,  all  the  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery  that  could  be  marched 
from  New  Berne,  in  precise  total  G,400  men,  went  there  on  the  9th  of 
April,  and  after  experimenting  on  it  marched  back  to  New  Berne  again 
with  their  killed  and  wounded,  because  they  could  not  force  it  without 
a  too  great  cost  of  men.  As  landing  or  marching  there  would  have 
brought  the  forces  to  the  same  identical  place,  it  is  therefore  demon 
strated  that  my  judgment  was  correct  in  pronouncing  it  to  be  out  of 
the  question  to  get  on  the  flank  or  rear  of  HilFs  Point  Battery  by  laud 
ing  east  of  Blount's  Cr.eek,  for  there  is  no  way  of  turning  Blount's  Creek, 
as  a  swamp  at  the  head  of  it,  beginning  at  the  bridge,  covers  an  area 

10  miles  long  and  0  miles  wide,  and  the  only  pocosoii  road  through  it 
is  impassable. 

Landing  east  or  west  was,  as  I  wrote  to  you,  out  of  the  question,  then, 
with  my  forces.  I  sincerely  hope  I  have  rendered  it  as  plain  to  the  coun 
try  and  to  yourself  as  it  has  long  been  to  me. 

The  next  paragraph  of  your  letter  is  as  follows: 

Nothing  being  done  on  the  Pamltco  River  in  accordance  with  my  plan  No.  1, 1  wrote 

011  the  5th  of  April  ordering  you  to  take  command  of  all  the  available  forces  and 
march  across  the  country  to  Washington.     Why  did  you  not  go  in  command? 

This  question  is  answered,  I  think,  fully  in  my  reports  to  your  head 
quarters  of  April  13,  1863,  rendered  for  the  purpose  of  answering  it.  If 
you  will  suggest  any  deficiency  in  the  explanation  as  there  given  I  will 
supply  it  with  pleasure.  I  believe,  in  preparing  myself  for  the  march,  I 
foresaw  every  difficulty  likely  to  occur  jri  the  march  and  all  the  places 
where  it  was  possible  there  would  be  any  opposition,  and  made  up  my 
mind  how  I  could  persistently  endeavor  to  meet  the  one  and  overcome 
the  other. 

Was  any  counsel  of  war  held  as  to  the  expediency  of  marching  across  the  country? 

None  that  I  have  heard  of.  But  this  extraordinary  question  is  enti 
tled  to  more  consideration  than  is  supplied  by  a  full  answer.  I  did  not 
ask  the  opinion  of  any  officer  or  officers  whatever  in  respect  to  march 
ing  to  Washington.  At  one  time  General  Palmer,  Colonel  Hoffman 
(the  assistant  adjutant-general  of  the  department)  at  another,  and  Gen 
eral  Spinola  at  another  time  were  in  my  quarters,  a  few  moments  each, 
at  the  time  when  myself  and  my  confidential  personal  staff  were  gath- 
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ering  and  collating  information  from  persons  of  all  colors  respecting 
the  country  between  New  Berne  and  Washington  and  were  discussing 
in  the  most  perfect  privacy  whatever  subjects  in  connection  therewith 
it  pleased  us  to  mention,  it  having  been  stated  by  me  to  them  that 
nothing  which  was  uttered  that  day  by  them  or  by  me  should  be  con 
sidered  an  opinion,  but  as  a  mere  suggestion  to  thought  and  memory. 
No  reserve  was  observed  when  the  persons  named  were  in,  and  no  other 
person  was  treated  with  any  part  of  such  confidence.  I  am  forced  to 
suppose  that  this  working  with  my  staff  is  the  foundation  of  the  ques 
tion,  if  it  has  any,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  because  I  cannot  imagine 
any  other. 

Did  you,  publicly  or  privately,  in  consultation  with  the  commanding  officer,  give 
your  opinion,  similar  to  that  expressed  to  me  in  a  letter,  that  the  garrison  at  Wash 
ington  were  in  an  eel-pot  and  the  mouth  closed,  and  so  convey  the  impression  that  it 
was  inexpedient  to  incur  much  risk  in  endeavoring  to  raise  the  siege,  accepting  the 
surrender  as  a  foregone  conclusion,  and  that  the  troops  that  should  march  to  my  res 
cue  would  in  all  probability  be  cut  off  ? 

I  have  never  held  such  opinions,  and  have  never  expressed  any  such 
to  you  or  to  any  one.  I  never  had  impressions  resembling  such  as  you 
mention  above  and  never  conveyed  any  such  to  any  one,  publicly  or 
privately.  If  I  had  done  so  publicly,  as  I  have  no  right  to  do,  the  in 
formation  would  be  at  your  service  ;  if  privately,  as  I  have  the  most  per 
fect  right  to  do  to  a  commanding  officer,  it  would  be  t acred  with  him. 

There  were  two  commanding  officers  whom  I  consulted  with,  General 
Palmer,  commanding  the  department  in  your  absence  at  Washington, 
with  whom  I  was  bound  to  consult  as  the  commanding  officer;  the 
other  was  General  Spinola,  whom  I  relieved  in  command  on  the  Pamlico 
River,  which  fact  placed  me  on  similar  terms  with  him  to  a  certain  de 
gree.  I  was  habitually  frank  with  them,  and  if  my  frankness  is  partly 
exposed  I  submit  to  you  that  it  is  not  my  fault.  They  are  proper  per 
sons  for  my  freest  intercourse  on  public  matters.  The  ideas  I  may  have 
expressed  on  those  matters  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  department 
in  the  form  of  advice,  crude  surmises,  or  partly  conceived  thoughts  for 
the  purpose  of  eliciting  an  exchange  of  impressions,  or  for  persuasion,  or 
conversation  merely  in  that  intercourse,  the  freedom  of  which  is  equally 
sanctioned  by  discretion  and  honor  and  the  good  of  the  service,  are  not 
subject  to  interrogatories,  in  which  they  are  liable  to  misconstruction,  for 
the  public  eye.  It  is  my  freedom  to  express  myself  according  to  the  incli 
nation  of  the  moment  or  the  final  decision  of  my  judgment  to  the  officer 
in  command,  with  whom  I  am  in  customary  association,  on  the  current 
affairs  which  engage  us,  untrammeled  by  the  supposition  that  either 
he  or  his  confidential  staff  officer  will  expose  my  remarks  anywhere.  I 
shall  only  hold  myself  responsible  to  the  public  for  what  I  so  say  when 
it  is  properly  imparted  to  the  public,  and  then  I  will  substantiate  the 
correctness  of  the  motives  actuating  iny  words  in  the  broadest,  highest, 
and  purest  meaning  of  a  motive;  for  I  will  never  speak  by  any  other, 
however  agreeable  it  might  be  for  me  to  do  so.  I  shall  not,  therefore, 
here  review  my  and  their  ideas  exchanged  in  private  conversations. 
Doing  so  imperfectly  would  be  as  unjust  to  them  as  it  would  be  to  me. 
I  may  say  in  general,  however,  that  in  discussing  a  proposed  military 
operation  I  habitually  make  every  supposition  of  success  or  failure, 
and  more  especially  of  failure,  that  my  ingenuity  can  devise,  as  the 
only  means  of  preparing  myself  or  assisting  any  one  else  to  prepare 
properly  and  fully  to  conduct  it. 

The  eel  pot  simile  I  used  only  in  the  sense  in  which  I  used  it  to  you, 
viz,  as  suggesting  the  manner  in  which  I  presumed  the  rebels  regarded 
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Washington.  I  never  so  regarded  it  myself,  but  on  the  contrary  always 
expressed  as  my  firm  opinion,  in  the  most  public  manner  and  with  the 
intention  to  diffuse  it,  that  you  could  come  out  whenever  you  pleased 
and  also  bring  your  command,  with  perhaps  some  loss,  and  that  I  fully 
shared  your  confidence  of  success.  I  used  this  s.imile  discreetly  with 
some  of  those  persons  interested  in  running  the  barricade  for  you,  in 
connection  with  such  remarks  as  that  the  enemy  let  the  Geres  go  by 
without  firing  at  her  and  probably  would  let  anything  else  go  in,  to  en 
courage  these  persons  in  making  the  passage  of  the  blockade. 

Was  the  question  raised  regarding  my  authority  to  give  orders?    If  so,  when,  by 
and  under  what  circumstances  ? 


The  question  was  not  raised  that  I  know  of  regarding  your  authority 
to  command  the  troops  in  North  Carolina.  If  I  had  any  talk  on  the 
topic  it  was  in  private  with  General  Palmer  or  General  Spinola,  and 
was  either  for  my  own  or  their  amusement  and  not  for  any  other  pur 
pose.  If  in  your  meaning  of  the  words  of  the  inquiry  you  are  of  the 
opinion  that  the  circumstances  in  which  you  were  at  Washington  of 
themselves  raised  the  question,  you  must  admit  that  I  would  have  been 
absent-minded  not  to  think  of  it. 

Trusting  that  I  have  fulfilled  the  promise  with  which  I  began,  I  am, 
general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  PK1NCE, 
Brigadier-  General,  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  May  8,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  HENRY  PRINCE, 

Comdg.  District  of  the  Pamlico,  Washington,  N.  C. : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  te  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  April  26  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  21st. 

It  is  of  course  desirable  in  all  military  operations  that  the  pros  and 
cons  should  be  fully  weighed  and  the  operation  contemplated  be  made 
as  certain  as  possible;  that  as  a  rule.  But  exigencies  do  occur  when  it  is 
a  duty  to  act  even  though  the  risk  of  failure  is  greater  than  the  chance 
of  success;  this  as  an  exception;  and  under  this  latter  hypothesis  I  con 
sider  the  attempt  to  relieve  Washington  to  have  been.  I  can  therefore 
only  regret  that  the  attempt  to  storm  Hill's  Point  was  not  made,  the 
more  so,  as  a  reconnaissance  made  by  Captain  Douglas,  of  the  Fifth 
Khod'e  Island  Volunteers,  showed  that  HilFs  Point  might  have  been 
carried.  Information  shows  that  only  one  brigade  was  within  near 
reaching  distance  of  that  Point. 

I  fear  that  your  judgment  against  the  feasibility  of  attacking  the  place 
was  too  generally  disseminated,  and  that  the  effect  on  subordinate  offi 
cers  and  men  was  to  discourage  and  seriously  impair  the  morale  so  essen 
tial  to  success. 

This  is  written,  general,  to  acknowledge  your  report,  and  to  express 
my  regrets  that  your  views  were  not  mine;  or,  rather,  that  you  did  not 
recognize  the  emergency  as  one  justifying  and  calling  for  some  risks 
and  greater  efforts  than  were  made. 

I  remain,  general,  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  or  THE  PAMLICO, 

Washington,  N.  0.,  Nay  10,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina  : 

GENERAL  :  Perfectly  coinciding  with  you  in  the  generalities  of  your 
letter  of  May  8,  1863,  respecting  the  subject  of  lauding  at  Hill's  Point, 
the  reasons  1  have  assigned  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  26th  of  April, 
1863,  forbid  my  drawing  the  same  special  inference  from  them,  and  the 
hypothesis  which 'you  there  state  that  you  consider  applicable  to  the 
case  needs  no  other  commentary  than  is  furnished  by  the  result  of  the 
siege. 

There  is  no  manner  in  which  my  judgment  could  have  affected  the 
morale  of  the  troops.  I  am  confident  that  it  was  never  otherwise  than 
well  affected  by  me.  After  the  fleet  returned  from  the  Pamlico,  when 
the  troops  were  crossing  the  Neuse  for  the  purpose  of  marching  to 
Washington,  in  which  expedition  they  expected  me  to  lead  them,  no 
regiment  passed  my  house  that  did  not  rend  the  air  with  unanimous 
cheers.  JSo  cause  whatever  has  existence  for  the  fear  you  express,  and 
1  do  most  solemnly  avow  before  my  Maker  that  no  valid  reason  can  be 
assigned  for  it. 

As  I  believe  that  an  examination  of  the  reconnaissance  referred  toby 
you  as  made  by  Captain  Douglas,  Fifth  Rhode  Island  Volunteers,  will 
deprive  the  remark  you  predicate  upon  it  of  all  force,  I  beg  that  you 
Avill  cause  me  to  be  furnished  with  an  account  of  it. 

Respecting  the  "onebrigade"  immediately  in  support  of  the  battery  it 
is  but  just  to  say  that  it  was  Pettigrew's,  containing  six  full  regiments, 
nominally  5,400  men,  and  that  it  was  re-enforced  by  Olaiborne's  cavalry 
and  by  artillery.  But  D.  H.  Hill  had  two  brigades  on  the  south  side 
of  the  river  besides  three  unattached  North  Carolina  regiments.  Hill's 
Point  Battery  was  the  key  of  the  investment.  All  military  men  will 
agree  that  he  could  therefore  concentrate  his  main  body  in  its  defense. 
]S»o  doubt  can  exist  of  it.  But  this  is  of  no  moment  in  the  argument. 
Pettigrew's  brigade  is  sufficient  for  my  purposes. 

I  have  in  vain  endeavored  to  reach  with  my  perceptive  faculties  the 
object  of  this  correspondence.  Has  the  interest  of  the  country  suffered  ? 
Or,  on  the  other  hand,  has  everything  terminated  according  to  the  ut 
most  blessing  of  the  Almighty  ?  The  siege  of  Washington  is  raised  in 
the  best  possible  manner.  The  enemy  acquired  no  advantage  whatever 
over  us  in  the  course  of  it.  Everything  has  resulted  in  the  litter  defeat 
and  overthrow  of  his  plans.  Nothing  could  be  better.  Your  name  is 
the  theme  of  every  newspaper  correspondent.  And  yet  this  correspond 
ence  is  entered  upon  with  me,  in  which  there  seems  to  be  an  elaborate 
effort  to  give  currency  to  facts  which  have  no  existence  by  asserting 
them  interrogatively,  and  in  which,  notwithstanding  the  favorable  re 
sult  of  the  siege,  you  now  even  go  so  far  as  to  say  "I  can  therefore  only 
regret  that  the  attempt  to  storm  Hill's  Point  was  not  made,"  plainly 
regretting  that  an  unnecessary  and  imminent  risk  of  another  Ball's 
Bluff  was  not  run  by  landing  2,500  men  in  the  face  of  Pettigrew's  bri 
gade, 'although  such  landing  would  have  been  in  opposition  to  your 
own  instructions  given  in  writing  to  me.  In  this  regret,  which  is  ut 
tered  with*  such  poetical  sincerity,  neither  our  country  nor  myself  can 
possibly  participate. 

General,  it  is  clear  to  the  most  common  apprehension  that  the  "  hy 
pothesis,"  the  "fear,"  and  the  u regret"  expressed  in  this  letter  have  no 
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existence  in  your  mind;  and  I  am  sure  that  the  reconnaissance  which 
shows  that  Hill's  Point  Battery  could  have  been  taken  by  my  2,500  men 
will  prove  equally  fictitious. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENEY  PEINCE, 
Brigadier -General  Volunteers,  Commanding  District. 


No.  9. 

Reports  of  Col.  Silas  P.  Richmond,  Third  Massachusetts  Infantry,  of  op 
erations  April  7-10  and  16-21. 

CAMP  JOUKDAN, 
New  Berne,  N.  C.,  April  11,  1863. 

SIR  :  The  following  is  a  correct  report  of  the  part  taken  by  myself 
and  command  in  the  recent  reconnaissance  in  force  under  Brigadier- 
General  Spinola. 

April  7,  6.30  p.  m. — Received  orders  to  march  immediately  with  three 
days'  cooked  rations,  and  seven  in  bulk  to  follow.  My  command  left 
camp  at  7  p.  in.,  marched  to  Foster's  Wharf,  and  there  embarked  on  the 
steamer  Allison,  which  took  us  across  the  Neuse  River.  We  lauded 
near  Fort  Anderson  and  bivouacked  for  the  night.  I  bad  with  me  24 
officers  and  517  men. 

April  8. — Waited  during  the  morning  for  the  remainder  of  the  troops 
to  cross  over.  The  troops  were  temporarily  brigaded  anew,  my  regiment 
being  put  in  the  First  Brigade,  under  command  of  Acting  Brigadier 
Amory.  The  whole  column  was  under  General  Spinola,  and  consisted 
of  three  brigades  of  five  regiments  each  with  a  small  force  of  cavalry 
and  artillery.  The  column  moved  at  1.30  p.  m.,  iny  regiment  having 
the  left  of  the  First  Brigade.  We  marched  in  a  northerly  direction. 
The  roads  for  the  most  part  were  very  good  and  the  column  moved  fast. 
We  made  no  halts  for  rest.  We  passed  New  Hope  School-House  about 
sunset,  taking  the  road  to  the  left.  We  marched  until  9  p.  in.,  then 
bivouacked  by  the  road  side.  Distance  marched,  15  miles. 

April  9. — Our  brigade  moved  at  6.30  a.  in.,  in  the  same  order  as  yes 
terday.  Marched  back  on  the  same  road  about  4  miles ;  then  took  a 
cross-road,  which  led  into  the  main  road  to  Core  Point,  and  continued 
on  in  the  latter;  halted  a  short  time  for  dinner  and  then  marched  on 
until  3  p.  m.,  when  we  got  in  close  proximity  to  Swift  Creek,  and  the 
enemy's  pickets  were  met — 2  of  them  captured  and  the*  rest  driven  in. 
The  enemy  almost  immediately  opened  on  us  with  batteries  on  the 
other  side  of  the  creek.  Our  batteries  moved  to  the  front  and  engaged 
the  enemy  for  about  two  hours,  without  any  apparent  effect.  The  en 
emy's  shell,  though  few  in  number,  were  excellently  aimed,  every  one 
causing  some  loss  on  our  side.  Ammunition  being  nearly  all  expended 
the  order  was  given  to  retire,  which  we  did  in  good  order,  marching 
back  to  the  cross-roads  near  New  Hope  School- House  and  then  biv 
ouacked  for  the  night,  it  being  then  about  9  p.  m.,  and  having' marched 
during  the  day  about  30  miles. 

April  10. — The  column  was  put  in  motion  at  about  7  a.  m.,  Colonel 
Amory 's  brigade  having  the  lead  and  marching  left  in  front,  which 
brought  my  regiment  in  advance.  Eeached  the  ferry  near  Fort  Ander 
son  at  10.30  a.  m.?  and  after  a  little  delay  we  were  transported  across  the 
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river,  reaching  New  Berne  at  12  m.,  having  marched  in  all  about  55 
miles  in  less  than  forty-eight  hours  from  the  time  of  leaving  Fort  An 
derson.  I  brought  my  men  all  safely  into  camp  although  they  were 
more  completely  tired  out  than  at  any  previous  time  during  the  cam 
paign. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

S.  P.  EICHMOND, 
Colonel,  Commanding  'Regiment. 
S.  A.  ILSLEY, 

A.  A.  A.  G.j  Second  Brigade,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 


HDQRS.  THIRD  EEGT.  MASSACHUSETTS  VOL.  MILITIA, 
Camp  Jourdan,  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  April  23, 1863. 

COLONEL  :  On  the  morning  of  the  16th  instant  I  received  orders  to 
have  my  command  formed  ready  to  march,  wifh  three  days'  cooked  ra 
tions,  seven  in  bulk,  and  100  rounds  of  ammunition  per  man.  The  nec 
essary  preparations  were  immediately  made  and  line  formed. 

A  large  number  of  both  officers  and  men  were  on  the  sick  list,  con 
sequently  the  column  marched  was  less  in  number  than  at  any  previ 
ous  time.  I  was  too  unwell  to  leave  camp,  and  the  regiment  went 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Barton. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  report  to  me : 

CAMP  JOURDAN, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  April  22,  1863. 
Col.  S.  P.  RICHMOND: 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  liouor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
Third  Regiment  in  the  late  expedition  under  General  Prince  toward  Kinston,  N.  C. : 

Formed  regiment  line  at  10.30  on  the  morning  of  April  10  and  marched  with  448  men 
and  23  officers  to  the  depot  at  New  Berne  ;  embarked!  on  the  cars  at  2.45  p.  m. ;  pro 
ceeded  to  a  point  4  miles  beyond  Batchelder's  Creek  and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  formed  line  at  7.30  and  embarked  on  the  cars  and  pro 
ceeded  up  the  railroad  and  halted  at  the  Jones  plantation,  a  point  near  Core  Creek ; 
disembarked  and  formed  line  of  battle.  Three  companies  were  ordered  to  report  to 
Colonel  Jourdan.  Sent  forward  Companies  C,  B,  and  H.  Regiment  rested  on  their 
arms  during  the  day  and  bivouacked  here  for  the  night. 

18/7*. — All  quiet  through  the  night.  Three  companies  were  ordered  to  report  to 
Colonel  Jourdau.  'Sent  forward  Companies  D,  F,  and  A.  Orders  received  to  hold 
the  regiment  in  readiness  to  act  as  a  reserve.  Sent  out  Company  E  on  picket.  Reg 
iment  halted  here  for  the  night. 

I9th. — All  quiet  through  the  night.  Company  G  ordered  on  the  cars  to  guard  the 
train  and  ammunition.  Regiment  remained  inactive  through  the  day  and  bivou 
acked  here  for  the  night. 

2Qlli. — All  quiet  through  the  night.  Three  companies  wore  ordered  to  report  to 
Colonel  Jourdan.  •  Sent  forward  Companies  K,  E,  and  G.  About  9  o'clock  firing  was 
heard  at  the  front.  Received  orders  to  go  on  board  the  cars  as  a  support  to  the  bat 
tery.  Moved  forward  to  Core  Creek  and  halted.  At  2  o'clock  returned  to  our  former 
position  and  bivouacked  here  for  the  night. 

21st. — All  quiet  through  the  night.  Regiment  remained  inactive  until  3  o'clock 
when  orders  were  received  to  prepare  to  march.  Embarked  on  the  cars  at  6  o'clock 
and  returned  to  New  Berne,  reaching  camp  at  7  p.  m.  Whole  distance  traveled,  34 
miles.  No  casualties. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  BARTON, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Third  Regiment  Mass.  Vol.  MiWia. 

During  the  absence  of  the  main  portion  of  the  regiment  those  re 
maining  in  camp  improved  in  health  considerably,  but  I  am -sorry  to 
say  that  our  sick  list  is  still  very  large.  Company  I  returned  from  de 
tached  service  on  the  20th  instant,  and  last  evening  we  had  a  dress- 
parade  in  which  all  the  companies  belonging  to  the  regiment  partici- 
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pated.  It  was  a  very  pleasing  reunion  to  us,  it  being-  the  iirst  time  at 
which  all  the  companies  have  had  an  opportunity  to  form  on  the  same 
line  since  the  first  day  of  our  arrival  in  this  department. 

I  remain,  colonel,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  RICHMOND, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Col.   J.   JOURDAN, 

Comdg.  Second  Brig.,  Fifth  Div.,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  10. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  M.  Willson,  Third  Neiv  York  Cavalry,  of  skirmish 
at  Sandy  Ridge,  April  20. 

PICKET  STATION,  NEUSE  Bo  AD, 

April  22,  1863. 

SIR  :  I  have  to  report  to  you  that  in  the  skirmish  with  the  enemy 
April  20,  1  man  was  wounded  and  3  horses  killed  and  1  revolver  lost. 
Seventeen  of  my  command  were  engaged,  under  the  command  of  Sergt. 
Henry  Dow.    I  was  sick  and  could  not  take  command. 
I  am,  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  M.  WILLSON, 
{Jafytain,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  Commanding  Station. 

Col.  S.  H.  Mix, 

Commanding  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 


No.  11. 

Report  of  Col.  J.  Richter  Jones,  Fifty -eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of 
skirmish  at  Sandy  Ridge,  April  20. 

HDQRS.  FIFTY-EIGHTH  REGIMENT  PENNSYLVANIA  VOLS., 

Camp  at  Core  Creek,  April  20, 18G3. 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  advanced  on  the  Dover  road 
this  morning  according  to  arrangements.  No  enemy  were  found  this 
side  of  Sandy  Eidge,  but  at  the  junction,  or  just  beyond  the  causeway 
running  from  the  railroad,  fire  was  opened  on  my  skirmishers.  I  had 
three  companies  deployed,  which  drove  the  enemy  gradually  back,  they 
making  a  stand  at  every  strong  position.  Near  the  upper  end  of  the 
ridge,  where  it  is  not  more  than  100  yards  wide,  they  had  a  breastwork 
of  logs  and  earth  reaching  across  to  the  swamps  on  both  flanks,  which 
they  endeavored  to  hold  and  defended  with  great  resolution.  Finding 
the  front  likely  to  cost  me  many  men,  I  deployed  two  more  companies 
on  the  right  and  left  flanks,  with  directions  to  force  their  way  through 
the  swamps.  Those  swamps  were  barely  passable  by  woodmen,  but  my 
men  succeeded  in  advancing  on  the  flank  of  the  breastwork,  when  they 
raised  a  shout,  at  which  the  enemy  abandoned  it,  and  fled  into  the 
swamp  to  the  rear  of  the  ridge. 

I'caunot  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  my  officers  and  men,  of 
their  coolness  and  steadiness  under  fire,  and  of  their  perseverance  in 
pushing  the  enemy.  The  enemy  opposed  to  us  were  one  company  of 
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Nethercutt's  battalion  aiid  three  companies  of  the  Forty-ninth  North 
Carolina,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fleinming,  and  they  numbered,  one  of  the 
prisoners  says,  225.  We  found  one  of  the  enemy  dead  on  the  tield  (whom 
we  buried  decently),  2  wounded  and  took  27  prisoners. 

Our  loss  is  8  wounded,  one  of  whom  belongs  to  Company  H,  Third 
New  York  Cavalry,  which  company  behaved  gallantly  and  lost  3  horses. 
The  breastwork  where  the  enemy  made  their  final  stand  is  at  the  upper 
cud  of  the  ridge,  about  0  miles  by  the  Dover  road  from  Core  Creek ; 
beyond,  that  road  runs  principally  through  swamps  to  its  junction  with 
the  railroad. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R1CHTER  JONES, 
Colonel  Fifty-eighth  Regiment. 
Captain  WALDRON, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General.  • 


No.  12. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Francis  B.  ftpinola,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Pro 
visional  Division  and  First  Brigade,  Fifth  Division,  of  operations  on 
the  Pamlico,  April  1-4;  action  at  Blountfs  Creek,  April  9,  and  of  Ex 
peditions  from  New  Berne  to  Swift  Crcelt  Village,  April  13-21. 

HEADQUARTERS  SPINOLA'S  BRIGADE, 

Washington,  JV.  C.,  May  12,  1863. 

COLONEL  :  In  obedience  to  verbal  orders,  received  at  4  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  March  31,  for  me  to  have  two  regiments  of  my  brigade  ready 
to  embark  from  the  wharf  at  Fort  Spinola  at  daybreak  and  for 'myself 
and  staff  to  accompany  them  to  Washington,  N.  C.,  where  I.  would  re 
port  to  General  Foster,  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  viz : 

I  immediately  proceeded  to  execute  the  order.  The  One  hundred  and 
seventy-first  and  One  hundred  and  seventy-fifth  Regiments  Pennsyl 
vania  Militia,  the  first  commanded  by  Colonel  Bierer  and  -the  second 
commanded  by  Colonel  Dyer,  wrere  at  the  wharf  at  the  appointed  time. 
At  (>  a.  in.  the  steamer  Einilie,  with  a  schooner  in  tow,  started  with  the 
One  hundred  and  seventy-fifth  Regiment  and  the  right  wing  of  the 
One  hundred  and  seventy-first  Regiment,  and  at  10  o'clock  the  same 
morning  the  steamer  John  Farron  started,  with  schooner  in  tow,  the 
left  wing  of  the  One  hundred  and  seventy-first  Regiment  being  on  the 
Farron  and  three  pieces  of  Ransom's  battery,  with  caissons,  limbers, 
and  200  rounds  of  ammunition  for  each  gun,  together  with  Captain 
Ransom  and  his  company,  being  on  the  schooner;  myself  and  staff  on 
the  Faron. 

I  proceeded  down  the  Neuse  River  and  at  2  p.  ni.  came  up  with  the 
steamer  Sylvan  Shore,  lying  at  anchor  inside  of  the  light-house  at  the 
mouth  of  Neuse  River.  1  gave  the  captain  orders  to  proceed  at  once 
to  the  steamer  Thomas  Colyer,  then  aground  on  a  shoal  about  8  miles 
from  the  light-house,  and  take  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-eighth  Regi 
ment  Pennsylvania  Militia  from  on  board  of  her  and  proceed  with  it  to 
Washington,  N.  C.,  with  all  dispatch. 

The  One  'hundred  and  fifty-eighth  Regiment  had  star  ted  for  W^ashing- 
ton  on  March  20  under  orders  from  Headquarters  Eighteenth  Army 
Corps.  I  subsequently  ascertained  that  the  steamer  Sylvan  Shore  could 
not  accommodate  all  of  the  regiment,  and  at  3  o'clock  of  the  same  day 
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I  overtook  the  steam-tug  Alert  and  sent  her,  together  with  the  stern- 
wheel  steamer  Wilson,  after  the  remainder  of  the  One  hundred  and 
fifty -eighth  Regiment.  After  the  regiments  had  all  been  taken  from 
the  Colyer  I  put  part  of  them  on  the  John  Farron  and  a  portion  of  them 
c\n  the  schooner  with  the  artillery,  and  directed  the  tug  to  take  the 
> schooner  in  tow  and  reach  Washington  with  her  as  soon  as  possible. 

At  4.30  p.  m.  passed  Brant  Island  Shoals  Light-House,  and  at  7  o'clock 
passed  the  light-house  at  the  entrance  to  Pamlico  River.  At  7.20  o'clock 
met  the  steamer  North  Shore.  The  officer  aboard  interned  me  that  he 
was  bound  to  New  Berne  with  dispatches  from  General  Foster  to  Gen 
eral  Palmer,  and  that  the  rebels  had  erected  batteries  on  Mull's  and 
Hill's  Points,  on  the  Parnlico  River,  and  that  it  was  General  Foster's 
orders  not  to  proceed  any  farther  up  the  river  until  gunboats  should 
arrive  to  convoy  the  transports  by  the  batteries.  I  proceeded  to  within 
about  5  or  G  miles  of  Mull's  Point,  and  at  9.30  o'clock  came  to  anchor. 
Our  approach  was  signaled  by  the  enemy  from  a  point  about  10  milevS 
below  Mull's  Point.  The  signals  were  very  distinct  and  continued  at 
intervals  throughout  the  night. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  April  1,  the  gunboat  Lockwood  passed  by 
a  little  before  daylight,  and  proceeded  to  within  1  mile  of  Hill's  Point 
and  came  to  anchor. 

At  G  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  April  1 1  got  the  steamer  Farron  and 
other  transports  under  way  and  proceeded  up  the  river,  and  at  9  o'clock 
again  anchored  within  2J  miles  of  the  Hill's  Point  Battery. 

At  10  o'clock  I  visited" the  gunboat  Lockwood  and  learned  from  Mr. 
Hicks,  who  commanded  hen,  that  there  were  five  guns  mounted  on  the 
battery  on  Hill's  Point;  that  he  had  been  directly  under  the  battery 
and  had  seen  and  counted  the  guns.  Mr.  Hicks  expressed  his  willing 
ness  to  do  anything  in  his  power  to  assist  the  transports  in  running  by 
the  batteries,  whereupon  I  requested  him  to  proceed  within  range  and 
open  fire  upon  it,  which  he  did,  taking  his  vessel  directly  under  it  and 
continuing  to  fire  for  an  hour  and  a  half  without  any  reply  from  the 
enemy. 

At  2.30  p.  in.  Captain  Gouraud,  of  General  Foster's  staff,  and  Lieu 
tenant  Cole,  of  my  staff,  volunteered  to  run  by  the  blockade  in  a  small 
boat  and  proceed  to  Washington  with  dispatches  for  General  Foster. 
They  got  safely  by  the  Hill's  Point  Battery,  and  after  proceeding  a  few 
miles  up  the  river  met  Master's  Mate  McKeever,  of  the  gunboat  Louis 
iana,  who  was  on  ids  way  down  with  dispatches  from  General  Foster. 
Captain  Gouraud  and  Lieutenant  Cole  returned  again  to  the  steamer. 

Master's  Mate  McKeever  said  that  no  boat  drawing  G  feet  of  water 
could  reach  Washington,  as  the  tide  was  lower  than  it  had  been  for  a 
year.  This  statement  was  also  confirmed  by  the  pilot  of  the  gunboat 
Lockwood,  who  asserted  to  his  knowledge  that  it  had  never  before  been 
so  low ;  alKthe  transports  required  more  than  G  feet  of  water ;  while 
Mr.  Hicks,  commanding  the  gunboat,  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  he  be 
lieved  it  impossible  for  any  of  the  transports  to  pass  the  batteries,  as 
the  chantKil  was  only  about  80  feet  in  width  and  all  the  buoys  had  been 
removed  by  the  enemy. 

,  At  7.30  p.  in.  I  sent  the  steamer  Sylvan  Shore  to  New  Berne  for  ad 
ditional  gunboats  and  ammunition  of  the  kind  required  for  the  guns 
at  Washington,  that  aboard  of  the  transports  not  being  of  the  character 
required  for  the  gunboats  and  artillery  at  that  place.  The  stern- wheel 
steamer  Wilson  arrived  and  reported  at  9.30  p.  m. 

Lieutenant  Cole,  of  my  staff,  and  Master's  Mate  McKeever  started  in 
a  small  boat  to  run  the  blockade,  with  dispatches  for  General  Foster, 
16  R  E — YOL  XViii 
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aod  got  safely  through,  and  returned  at  7.15  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
April  2  with  dispatches  from  General  Foster. 

After  arriving  in  front  of  the  rebel  batteries  and  remaining  there  all 
day,  and  finding  it  quite  impossible  to  run  the  transports  by  the  batteries 
at 'that  time  01^  until  additional  gunboats  should  arrive  so  as  to  hold 
the  enemy's  guns  in  check  while  the  vessels  were  passing,  and  after 
having  carefully  examined  in  person  the  shore  from  the  mouth  of  Blount's 
Creek  to  within  a  short  distance  of  Hill's  Point,  having  likewise  made 
the  necessary  soundings  along  the  shore  to  ascertain  the  depth  of  water 
between  the"  above-named  points  with  a  view  to  select  the  most  suit 
able  place  to  laud,  I  decided  to  have  the  troops  put  ashore  and  storm 
the  works  on  Hill's  Point,  and  to  that  end  issued  the  following  orders 
oil  the  afternoon  of  April  1,  1863 : 

SPECIAL  ORDERS.  ?  HEADQUARTERS  ABQARD  JOHN  FARON, 

No.  i.          '  I  PamUco  River,  X.  C.,  April  1,  18G3. 

I.  Colonel  Dyer,  commanding  the  One  hundred  and  seventy-fifth  Regiment  Penn 
sylvania  Militia,  will  disembark  his  regiment  on  the  steamer  Wilson  and  land  them 
near  the  mouth  of  Blount's  Creek  and  storm  the  hattery  on  Hill's  Point  at  daylight 
to-morrow  morning. 

II.  Colonel  Bierer,  commanding  the  One  hundred  and  seventy-first  Regiment  Penn 
sylvania  Militia,  will  hold  that  portion  of  his  command  that  is  now  aboard  the  steamer 
Emilie  in  readiness  to  disembark  at  daylight  to-morrow  morning  to  support  Colonel 
Dyer,  who  is  to  storm  the  battery  on  Hill's  Point. 

III.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Troxel,  commanding  the  One   hundred  and  fifty-eighth 
Regiment  Pennsylvania  Militia,  will  hold  that  portion  of  his  command  that  is  now 
aboard  the.  steamer  Emilie,  and  a  sufficient  number  in  addition  from  aboard  the 
schooner  to  make  his  command  300  men  in  all,  in  readiness  to  disembark  at  daylight, 
to-morrow  to  act  in  conjunction  with  Colonel  Bierer'e  command  as  support  to  Colonel 
Dyer,  who  is  to  storm  the  battery  on  Hill's  Point. 

IV.  Lieut.  Thomas  Low,  in  command  of  three  guns  of  the  battery,  now  aboard  the 
schooner  Annie  L.  Edwards,  will  be  ready  to  go  into  action  with  his  guns  at  daylight 
to-morrow  morning.     He  will  act  in  concert  with  the  captain  of  the  gunboat  Lock- 
wood.     The  schooner  will  be  towed  into  action  by  a  propeller. 

By  command  of  Brigadier- General  Spinola: 

L.  HANLEY, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

I  also  made  a  thorough  and  careful  examination  on  the  evening  of 
April  1  of  the  approaches  by  water  to  Bath,  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river,  with  a  view  of  landing  there  and  marching  to  Washington  in 
case  I  failed  in  taking  the  battery  on  HilPs  Point. 

At  3  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  April  2  the  steamer  North  Shore  ar 
rived  with  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Prince  and  staff  aboard.  The  foregoing 
orders  were  not  executed,  as  General  Prince  took  command  of  the 
forces,  and  all  movements  from  that  time  until  he  left  again  for  New 
Berne  were  under  his  direction  and  will,  I  presume,  be  embodied  in  his 
report. 

At  G  p.  m.  on  the  2d  instant  the  steam-tug  Alida  left  for  New  Berne, 
and  at  8  o'clock  the  same  evening  'General  Prince  and  staff  started  for 
New  Berne  on  the  steamer  North  Shore,  which  again  left  me  in  com 
mand. 

April  3  I  loaded  eight  small  boats  with  ammunition,  and  although 
it  was  blowing  almost  a  gale  of  wind,  which  rendered  the  undertaking 
of  running  the  blockade  extremely  hazardous  in  addition  to  passing  the 
enemy's  batteries,  yet  I  experienced  no  difficulty  in  finding  a  sufficient 
number  of  volunteers  from  aboard  the  gunboats  to  man  all  the  small 
boats,  and  at  9  p.  m.  this  little  fleet  started,  under  the  command  of  Lieu 
tenant  Williams,  of  my  staff,  and  reached  the  garrison  in  safety.  Upon 
consultation  with  Captain  MacDearmid,  of  the  gunboat  Ceres,  he  volun 
teered  to  buoy  out  the  channel  and  run  his  boat  past  the  batteries. 
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Accordingly  at  10  o'clock  on  the  night  of  April  3  he  started  to  place 
the  buoys,  and  at  12  o'clock  reported  that  he  had  succeeded  and  was  then 
ready  to  run  his  boat  through  if  I  desired  it.  I  accordingly  had  the 
Ceres  brought  alongside  of  the  Farron  and  put  on  board  of  her  all  the 
ammunition  her  magazine  could  hold. 

At  2.45  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  April  4 Captain  MacDearmid  started 
with  his  gunboat  and  passed  all  the  batteries  in  safety,  the  Hill's  and 
Swan's  Point  Batteries  firing  at  him  as  long  as  he  was  within  range  of 
their  guns. 

At  4  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  April  4  I  received  a  dispatch  from. 
General  Foster  for  General  Prince.  It  was  of  an  important  character, 
and  I  concluded  to  forward  it  at  once  to.  General  Prince  at  New  Berne. 
Accordingly  I  had  the  GOO  troops  on  the  Farron  transferred  to  the  two 
schooners  that  had  Eansom's  battery  aboard,  and  started  the  steamer  at 
6  o'clock  in  the  morning  for  New  Berne  with  a  letter  to  General  Palmer, 
asking  that  all  the  small  boats,  together  with  the  surf-boats  and  launches 
that  could  be  procured  at  New  Berne,  might  be  sent  down  by  the  steamer 
on  her  return,  as  I  had  become  satisfied  that  the  garrison  could  be  re 
enforced  by  passing  the  blockade  with  these  boats  in  the  night,  in  case 
all  other  plans  failed.  The  steamer  returned  but  the  boats  did  not 
come. 

At  2  o'clock  three  additional  gunboats  arrived,  the  Southfield,  White- 
head,  and  Seymour.  Their  several  commanders  expressed  a  desire  to 
render  all  the  assistance  in  their  power  toward  relieving  the  garrison, 
and  wished  to  know  my  desires  in  the  matter;  whereupon  I  requested 
that  they  would  at  once  engage  the  battery  on  Hill's  Point,  which  they 
did  at  a  distance  of  about  1,000  yards,  and  nothing  could  have  beeii 
more  accurate  than  the  firing  of  the  Southfield  and  one  or  two  others  of 
the  boats,  from  the  effect  of  which  I  became  entirely  satisfied  that  the 
battery  could  be  passed  in  safety. 

After  ascertaining  that  the  buoys  put  down  by  Captain  MacDearinid 
had  not  been  disturbed,  and  as  soon  as  dark  set  in,  I  had  the  whole  of 
liamson's  battery,  including  officers  and  men,  transferred  to  the  schooner 
Nellie  1).,  and  the  six  guns  placed  in  position  on  the  schooner's  deck.  I 
likewise  transferred  the  whole  of  the  One  hundred  and  seventy-fifth 
Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Militia,  under  command  of  Colonel  Dyer,  num 
bering  GOO  men,  on  the  same  schooner,  and  had  made  arrangements  for 
the  gunboat  Lockwood  to  take  aboard  the  ammunition  that  had  reached 
me  for  the  gunboats  and  batteries  at  Washington,  and  also  to  take  the 
schooner  in  tow  and  run  the  blockade  with  her  before  daylight  on  the 
following  morning.  The  above  arrangements  were  made  by  the  regi 
mental  and  battery  commanders  in  pursuance  of  the  following  orders : 

SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS  ABOARD  THE  THOMAS  COLYER, 

No.  2.  i  Pamlico  Ilivtr,  near  Hill's  Point,  N.  C.,  April  4,  1863. 

I.  Col.  Samuel  A.  Dyer,  commanding  One  hundred  and  seventy-fifth  Regiment 
Pennsylvania  Militia,  will  immediately  transfer  his  command  from  the  schooner 


to  the  schooner  Nellie  D.  that  has  Ransom's  battery  aboard,  for  the  purpose 
of  running  the  blockade  by  the  rebel  batteries  on  Hill's  and  Swan's  Points  aud  Rod 
man's  Quarters  and  re-enforcing  General  Foster  at  Washington. 

II.  The  utmost  caution  must  be  exercised  in  keeping  the  men  between  decks  while 
passing  the  batteries. 

HI.  Captain  Ransom,  commanding  battery,  will  transfer  the  guns  of  his  battery, 

together  with  caissons,  ammunition,  and  men,  from  the  schooner to  the  schooner 

Nellie  D.,  and  have  all  bis  guns  placed  in  position  and  ready  for  action  on  the  deck  of 
the  schooner  Nellie  D.,  so  as  to  assist  in  righting  his  way  past  the  batteries. 

IV.  The  captain  of  the  schooner  Nellie  D.  will  receive  aboard  his  vessel  Colonel 
Dyer's  regiment  of  infantry  and  the  balance  of  Ransom's  battery. 

V.  Captain  Graves,  of  the  gunboat  Lockwood,  is  requested  to  receive  aboard  his 
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boat  tlie  ammunition  sent  from  New  Berne  for  General  ro&tar,  and  lay  his  vessel 
alongside  tlie  schooner  Nellie  D.  for  the  purpose  of  towing  her  past  the  batteries  and 
through  the  blockade  to  Washington  between  now  and  daylight. 
Bv  command  of  Brigadier-General  Spinola,  commanding : 

L.  HANLEY, 
detain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Everything  was  in  readiness  to  make  the  move  under  the  above 
orders  when  General  Prince  and  staff  arrived  in  the  steamer  Escort  at 
about  11  p.  in.,  April  4,  and  assumed  command,  after  which  the  execu 
tion  of  the  foregoing  orders  devolved  upon  him.-  The  arrangements  for 
running  the  blockade  with  the  gunboat  and  schooner  were  not  carried 
out,  although  the  schooner  had  weighed  anchor  and  the  gunboat  had 
made  fast  to  her  and  both  were*  under  way  when  General  Prince  coun 
termanded  the  orders  and  the  schooner  again  came  to  anchor.  I  had 
made  all  the  above  arrangements  under  the  belief  that  the  favorable 
moment  to  re-enforce  the  garrison  had  arrived,  as  there  were  2  or  3  feet 
more  water  in  the  river  than  there  had  been  at  any  time  since  my  arri 
val.  I  ascertained  this  fac.t  by  soundings  made  under  my  own  per 
sonal  supervision.  The  reason  for  countermanding  the  orders  under 
which  the  arrangements  had  been  made  for  the  schooner  Nellie  D.  and 
gunboat  Lockwood  to  run  the  blockade  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  fully 
explained  in  General  Prince's  report. 

All  the  officers  and  men  of  my  brigade  were  both  willing  and  anxious 
to  incur  any  risk  or  to  encounter  any  danger  necessary  to  relieve  the 
beleaguered  city,  and  no  troops  in  the  army  could  have  manifested  a 
greater  willingness  to  make  any  necessary  sacrifice  to  re-enforce  the 
garrison  and  to  relieve  it  from  the  perils  that  surrounded  it. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  bearing  testimony  to  the  gallant 
conduct  of  the  Navy  while  acting  in  conjunction  with  my  command, 
particularly  Captain  MacDearmid,  of  the  gunboat  Ceres.  The  conduct 
of  the  several  commanders  of  the  gunboats  engaged  was  all  that  could 
have  been  expected  of  them.  They  manifested  great  bravery,  coupled 
with  a  willingness  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  relieve  the  garrison. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  SPINOLA, 

Briga  dier-  Gen  era  L 

Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Ad jui ant- General,  Eighteenth'  Army  Corps. 


HDQRS.  ON  FIELD  AT  LITTLE  SAVIFT  CREEK, 

April  8,  1863— Wednesday  night,  11  o'clock. 

GENERAL:  In  pursuance  to  your  instructions  of  to-day  the  column 
under  my  command  started  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.  and  arrived  at  this  place 
at  8  o'clock  p.  m.,  The  advance  guard  met  the  enemy's  pickets  about  7 
miles  from  Fort  Anderson.  They  retreated  without  returning  tire,  and 
about  half  an  hour  later  we  heard  their  alarm  guns.  From  information 
entirely  reliable  I  learn  that  the  enemy,  0,000  infantry  and  1,000  cav 
alry,  are  in  a  strong  fortified  position  at  Walter  Buff's  farm,  on  the  road 
leading  to  Blount's  Creek.  1  also  learn  from  the  same  source  that  the 
enemy  occupy  both  sides  of  Swift  Creek  Bridge.  There  are  other  forces 
on  the  road  leading  to  Kinston,  but  I  could  not  learn  their  position  or 
strength.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  enemy  is  in  strong  position  and 
force  at  the  cross-roads  near  Washington.  Should  1  proceed  to  Wash 
ington  on  the  Swift  Creek  road  I  feel  assured  that  1  will  be  attacked 
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in  the  rear  by  the  forces  above  named  on  Buff's  farm,  and  would  also 
be  harassed  on  my  left  flank  by  the  forces  stationed  on  the  Kinston 
roads.  In  case  I  fail  to  drive  the  enemy  from  the  cross-roads  near  Wash 
ington  and  am  compelled  to  retreat  it  can  only  be  done  with  a  large 
sacrifice,  if  at  all.  From  all  the  information  I  have  received  it  estab 
lishes  the  strength  of  the  enemy  not  less  than  20,000,  under  Hill,  Petti- 
grew,  and  Garnett.  The  majority  of  the  information  fixes  the  enemy's 
strength  at  22,000,  and  it  is  therefore  supposable  that  we  will  have  to  en 
counter  at  least  10,000  under  Hill  at  the  cross-roads  near  Washington, 
that  being  the  main  position  of  the  enemy.  It  appears  to  me  now  that 
the  only  possible  successful  way  to  relieve  the  garrison  is  to  take  the 
battery  at  Hill's  Point,  and  in  that  way  raise  the  blockade. 

We  are  constructing  the  bridge  over  Little  Swift  Creek  to-night. 

I  shall  have  a  consultation  to-night  with  the  brigade  commanders,  ar 
tillery,  and  cavalry.  It  is  my  intention  to  start  from  here  in  the  morning 
for  Blount's  Creek,  and  engage  the  enemy  there,  and  drive  them,  if 
possible,  beyond  the  battery  on  Hill's  Point  with  a  view  of  taking  it. 
Should  I  not  be  successful  I  shall  retreat  to  Fort  Anderson,  as  lam 
satisfied  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  march  on  Washington  by  the  Swift- 
Creek  route  without  endangering  my  entire  command.  In  the  event  of 
having  to  retreat  it  will  be  necessary  that  transportation  be  ready  to 
convey  the  command  across  the  Neuse  Biver.  Send  forward  im mediately 
the  forage  wagons  and  wagons  with  officers'  baggage;  the  other  wagons 
leave  till  you  hear  further  from  me. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  SPINOLA, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  PALMER. 

HEADQUARTERS  GENERAL  SPIN  OLA'S  COMMAND, 

NEAR  NEW  HOPE  SCHOOL-HOUSE, 
Thursday  Evening,  April  9,  1863—11.30  o'clock. 
GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  that  I  started  at  7 
o'clock  this  morning  from  Little  Swift  Creek  with  my  command  and 
marched  to  Buff's  Mill,  at  the  head  of  Blount's  Creek,  a  distance  of  15 
miles.  Two  miles  from  this  place  we  met  and  exchanged  fire  with  the 
enemy's  picket,  w  Inch  was  continued  till  we  reached  the  cross-roads,  1 
mile  from  Buff's  Mill.  I  followed  the  enemy  with  the  intention  of 
crossing  Blount's  Creek,  in  order  to  make  my  way  to  Washington,  as  I 
have  already  indicated  in  my  last  letter  to  you.  I  found,  however,  the 
enemy's  position  almost  impregnable,  owing  to  the  thickness  of  swainp 
woods  on  the  north  side  of  Blount's  Creek,  and  also  to  the  strong  earth 
works  on  the  south  side  of  the  creek,  behind  which  the  enemy  were 
2,000  strong.  I  will  also  mention  that  these  earthworks  are  thrown  up 
close  to  the  bridge,  which  was  destroyed  by  the  enemy  previous  to  my 
arrival  there.  The  earthworks  were  partly  dug  in  the  ground  and  partly 
thrown  up,  so  that  they  could  only  be  reached  by  depressing  our  pieces. 
In  the  enemy's  works  were  six  pieces  mounted,  which  I  judge  to  be  12- 
pounder  howitzers,  [which]  were  served  with  great  skill.  Behind  these 
fortifications,  at  a  distance  of  about  a  half  mile,  were  also  3,000  of  the 
enemy,  the  whole  5,000  being  under  the  command  of  General  Pettigrew. 
I  also  learn  from  reliable  sources  that  the  roads  from  Blount's  Creek  to 
Washington  and  Hill's  Point  are  entirely  occupied  by  the  enemy,  and 
I  learn  by  positive  evidence  that  there  are  two  brigades  encamped  at 
and  near  the  cross-roads  in  front  of  Washington,  under  the  immediate 
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command  of  General  Hill.  The  engagement  was  commenced  by  a  com 
pany  of  the  Third  New  York  Cavalry  with  a  mountain  howitzer.  The 
howitzer,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Burke,  and  the  company  of 
cavalry,  under  the  command  of  Captain ,  were  under  the  direc 
tion  of  Major  Garrard,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  temporarily  detailed 
on  my  stall'.  The  cavalry  detachment  constituted  part  of  Colonel 
Amory's  brigade,  who  engaged  the  enemy  at  the  bridge  for  nearly 
two  hours.  Owing  to  the  condition  of  the  ground  it  was  impossible  to 
develop  a  large  force  against  the  enemy,  and  therefore  only  two  regi 
ments  of  infantry,  the  Seventeenth  and  Forty-third  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  two  sections  of  Captain  Belger's  battery,  and  one  section 

of  32-pounder  howitzers,  under  command  of  Lieutenant ,  together 

with  the  cavalry  above  named,  were  actually  engaged.  Though  we  suc 
ceeded  in  silencing  the  enemy's  battery,  yet  we  were  unable  to  drive 
them  from  their  position,  as  our  infantry  and  artillery  lire  were  without 
much  effect  upon  them,  owing  to  the  nature  of  their  earthworks  and  the 
position  of  our  gnus.  It  was  equally  impossible  to  enfilade  their  works 
or  to  cross  or  ford  the  creek  at  any  other  point,  and,  as  stated  above, 
the  bridge  being  destroyed  we  were  unable  to  charge  the  enemy  or 
build  the  bridge  under  their  heavy  musketry  fire.  Seeing  that  it  was 
impossible  to  cross  the  creek,  I  was  obliged  to  return,  and  did  so  at  5 
o'clock  this  afternoon,  in  regular  order,  without  being  molested  in  any 
way  by  the  enemy. 

I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  Colonel  Amory's  conduct  during  the 
march  and  engagement  was  of  the  most  creditable  character,  as  was  also 
Major  Frankle's,  Major  Garrard's,  and  Major  Stone's,  temporarily  de 
tailed  on  iny  staff.  The  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  under 
command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fellows,  is  especially  deserving  of 
notice ;  while  all  the  officers  and  men  of  the  command  manifested  an 
anxious  determination  to  reach  Washington  at  all  hazards  and  relieve 
the  garrison  there,  but  failed  to  do  it  for  the  reason  that  they  could  not 
perform  impossibilities. 

I  deplore  the  necessity  of  stating  the  casualties  of  officers  and  men 
during  the  engagement,  which  was  very  slight  considering  the  nature 
of  our  engagement.  Captain  Belger  was  wounded  in  the  hip,  the  ball 
passing  through  his  thigh  and  killing  his  horse ;  Lieutenant  Roberts, 
Seventeenth  Massachusetts,  left  arm  broken  by  a  Minie  ball ;  2  men  of 
Battery  F,  First  Rhode  Island  Artillery,  1  slightly,  the  other  severely;  5 
men  of  Seventeenth  Massachusetts,  1  severely. 

I  shall  leave  this  pla^e  for  New  Berne  to-morrow  morning,  feeling 
conscious  that  I  have  done  all  that  was  in  my  power  to  comply  with  the 
requests  of  General  Foster  as  well  as  to  carry  out  your  instructions. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  SPINOLA, 
J> riga dier-  Q en  era  I. 

Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  PALMER. 

CAMP  AT  NEW  HOPE  SCHOOL-HOUSE, 

Tuesday,  April  14,  1863.— 5  p.  m. 

GENERAL:  Pursuant  to  instructions  received  last  night  I  left  Fort 
Anderson  with  my  command  at  10.30  a.  m.  and  arrived  at  this  place  at 
4  p.  m.  At  the  forks  of  the  road,  about  8  miles  from  Fort  Anderson, 
I  sent  the  whole  detachment  of  cavalry  (but  10)  and  the  cavalry  howitzer 
on  the  road  leading  .to  the  right,  which  terminates  at  the  road  leading 
to  Blount's  Creek  and  about  1  mile  from  the  school-house.  I  expected 
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the  enemy's  pickets  to  be  posted  at  this  place  iu  strength,  and  therefore 
instructed  the  commandant  of  the  cavalry  to  march  quickly  over  the 
road  in  order,  if  possible,  to  cut  them  off  from  their  main  force;  in  the 
mean  time  our  main  column  inarched  on  the  direct  road  here.  I  am 
happy,  to  inform  you  that  Captain  Chamberlin,  commanding  the  cav 
alry,  lias  faithfully  performed  the  duty  assigned  him  by  succeeding  in 
(jutting  off  and  capturing  two  cavalry  pickets  stationed  here.  From  our 
prisoners  we  have  received  information  that  the  enemy  occupied  Blount's 
Creek  with  0,000  infantry  and  one  regiment  of  cavalry,  and  from  that  to 
the  cross-roads  leading  to  Washington  they  have  15,000  infantry  and 
three  regiments  of  cavalry  stationed.  They  are  fortified  in  every  avail 
able  position  with  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of  artillery. 

I  also  learn  that  the  stringers  of  the  bridge  across  Blount's  Creek  are 
cut,  which,  if  so,  will  prevent  our  crossing  there. 

The  prisoners  belong  to  Colonel  Claiborne's  regiment,  Seventh  Con 
federate  Cavalry,  newly  arrived  from  the  Black  water.  They  state  that 
there  a.re  50,000  rebel  soldiers  stationed  around  Washington.  I  have 
sent  the  cavalry  in  two  parts  to  scour  the  roads  leading  to  Blount's 
Creek  and  Swift  Creek.  The  latter  road  I  have  our  pioneers  employed 
in  clearing  what  we  blockaded  in  our  last  march  here,  as  I  intend  leav 
ing  here  at  daylight  iu  the  morning  and  march  toward  Swift  Creek, 
leaving  a  portion  of  my  command  to  occupy  our  present  position  until 
we  return. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  SPHSTOLA, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Brigadier  General  WESSELLS, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS  SPINOLA'S  BRIGADE, 

Washington,  N.  (7.,  May  15,  1863. 

COLONEL  :  In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  Headquarters  Eight 
eenth  Army  Corps,  directing  that  my  brigade  should  be  at  Foster's 
Wharf  at  2  a.  m.  on  April  8  for  the  purpose  of  crossing  the  Neuse  River, 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

The  brigade  reached  the  place  designated  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before 
the  time  specified,  and  in  two  hours  were  all  over  the  river.  They 
bivouacked  near  the  old  rebel  fort  on  the  road  leading  to  the  New 
Hope  School-House. 

At  between  1  and  2  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  April  8  I  called  upon 
Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Prince  at  his  headquarters  to  ascertain  if  there  were 
any  specific  instructions  to  be  issued  in  regard  to  the  expedition  and  to 
learn  what  time  he  had  fixed  on  for  the  column  to  commence  moving. 
I  believe  that  General  Prince  was  to  command  the  expedition,  as  he 
had  been  ordered  by  General  Foster  to  proceed  with  it  to  the  relief 
of  the  garrison  at  Washington,  N.  C.,  which  was  then  invested  by  the 
enemy. 

I  found  General  Prince  in  a  state  of  mind  denoting  that  he  was  very 
much  exercised  in  regard  to  the  propriety  of  making  the  contemplated 
march,  and  he  freely  expressed  his  opinion  to  me  that  the  expedition 
could  not  succeed,  that  it  must  be  a  very  great  failure,  for  he  did  not  be 
lieve  that  any  of  those  who  accompanied  it  would  return,  as  we  would 
all  be  captured,  and  that  it  was  like  making  the  rebels  a  present  of  all 
the  artillery. 
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General  Prince  at  this  interview  also  invited  me  to  volunteer  to  take 
the  command  of  the  expedition,  which  I  declined  in  the  most  positive 
and  unmistakable  language.  I  was  entirely  willing  to  take  my  chance 
with  others  of  either  falling  upon  the  field  or -being  taken  prisoner,  but 
my  own  good  sense  promptly  told  me  that  the  size  of  the  expedition 
and  the  importance  of  its  trust  forbade  one  of  my  limited  military  ex 
perience  from  assuming  its  command,  except  under  positive  orders 
from 'my  superior  officers,  and  then,  in  "obedience  to  a  willing  heart,  I 
could  only  promise  to  do  the  best  I  could  to  accomplish  the  object  of 
the  expedition. 

At  about  10  a.  m.  on  April  8  a  messenger  called  at  my  room  and 
told  me  that  General  Palmer  desired  to  see  meat  once.  I  immediately 
proceeded  to  his  headquarters,  when  he  informed  me  that  the  command 
of  the  expedition  would  fall  upon  me.  This  was  the  first  intimation  I 
had  received  that  this  important  trust  would  be  placed  under  my 
charge.  I  expressed  my  astonishment  at  it,  and  told  General  Palmer 
that  I  could  not  assume  the  command  unless  I  received  a  written  order 
to  that  effect,  which  he  assured  me  I  should  have  before  starting. 

I  have  deemed  it  due  to  truth,  and  the  interest  of  the  service  that 
these  facts  should  be  stated  in  this  report,  as  they  form  a  link  in  the 
history  of  the  efforts  made  to  relieve  the  invested  garrison. 

I  then  crossed  the  river,  and  shortly  after  reaching  the  other  side  was 
handed  t.he  following  order  : 

FORT  ANDERSON,  NJSUSH  RIVER, 

April  8,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  F.  B.  SPINOLA, 

U.  S.  Volunteers,  New  Berne,  jV.  C. : 

GENERAL:  The  forces  for  the  relief  of  Washington  are  hereby  placed  under  your 
command,  and  a  list  of  them  is  furnished  to  yon.  General  Foster,  commanding  this 
department,  has  given  positive  instructions  that  all  the  available  force  at  New  Berne 
shall  march  to  Washington  to  his  relief.  You  will  perceive  that  this  order  has  been 
implicitly  obeyed  as  far  as  placing  the  troops  at  your  disposition  is  concerned. 

You  have  informed  mo  that  you  have  read  the  orders  sent  to  General  Prince  by 
General  Fostwr.  As  these  are  the  only  instructions  I  have  seen  I  can  only  direct  you 
to  bear  in  mind  the  letter  of  General  Foster  and  exercise  your  best  judgment  in  carry 
ing  out  his  views.  The  sole  object  of  the  expedition  is  to  get  the  troops  into  Wash 
ington,  now  invested  by  the  enemy,  and  I  feel  confident  that  everything  that  can  be 
done  will  be  effected. 

Please  to  keep  me  informed  of  the  state  of  affairs  as  you  proceed.  Look  well  to  the 
roads  leading  into  your  route  from  the  direction  of  Kinstou.  Should  you  be  obliged 
to  build  a  bridge  at  Swift  Creek  it  should  be  protected,  for  the  supplies  for  your  com 
mand  may  not  he  able  to  start  until  to-morrow. 

I  will  not  anticipate  a  failure  to  get  through,  but  should  you  bo  Obliged  to  return 
(for  I  shall  send  for  you  if  this  place  is  attacked  by  any  force  that  I  think  will  be  able 
to  overcome  the  force  left  here)  let  the  return  movement  be  conducted  with  order  and 
great  care. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  N.  PALMER, 
Jtrif/adier-Gcncral,  Commanding. 

on  the  receipt  of  which  I.  directed  the  column  to  be  ready  to  move  at  3 
o'clock'  that  afternoon.  I  organized  the  several  regiments  comprising 
the  command  into  three  brigades,  ©f  five  regiments  each,  and  assigned 
to  each  brigade  its  proper  portion  of  artillery,  and  also  gave  the  cavalry 
"the  necessary  instructions  to  govern  them  on  the  march. 

The  First  Brigade  was  put  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Amory,  of 
the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  a-nd  comprised  the  follow 
ing  infantry  and-  artillery :  The  ^Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 
two  32-pounder  howitzers,  Forty-third  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  One- 
hundred  and  first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Ninety-sixth  New  York 
Volunteers,  Third  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and  Belger's  battery. 
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The  Second  Brigade  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Lee,  and  consisted 
of  the  following-named  infantry  and  artillery :  The  Eighty-fifth  New 
York  Volunteers.  One  hundred  and  -third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
Kiggs'  battery,  Fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Eighth  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  and  One  hundred  and  thirty-second  New  York  Volunteers. 

The  Third  Brigade  was  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Bierer,  and 
included  the  following  regiments  of  infantry  and  j)ieces  of  artillery : 
Two  pieces  of  artillery,  One  hundred  and  seventy-fifth  Pennsylvania 
Militia,  One  hundred  and  fifty-eighth  New  York  Volunteers,  One  hun 
dred  and  seventy-first  Pennsylvania  Militia,  One  hundred  and  fifty- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  Militia,  and  Fifth  Ehode  Island  Volunteers. 

The  following  official  statement,  purporting  to  show  the  true  strength 
of  the  command,  was  also  furnished  me  by  (general  Palmer  on  the  day 
the  expedition  was  to  leave,  and  it  is  the  one  referred  to  in  General 
Palmer's  order : 

Official  statement  of  troops  that  can  be  furnished  Brig.  Gen.  H.  Prince,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
commanding  Expedition,  April  8,  1863. 

Men. 

Eighty-fifth  New  York  Infantry 445 

One  hundred  and  third  Pennsylvania  Infantry 471 

Fifth  Massachusetts  Infantry 593 

Eighth  Massachusetts  Infantry 271 

One  hundred  and  fifty-eighth  New  York  Infantry 245 

One  hundred  and  thirty-second  New  York  Infantry 555 

Third  Massachusetts  Infantry " 674 

Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Infantry 591 

Forty-third  Massachusetts  Infantry 701 

One  hundred  and  first  Pennsylvania  Infantry 395 

Ninety-sixth  New  York  Infantry I 278 

One  hundred  and  seventy-first  Pennsylvania  Infantry 600 

One  hundred  and  fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry 600 

One  hundred  and  seventy-fifth  Pennsylvania  Infantry 600 

Fifth  Rhode  Island  Infantry 3.88 


Total  infantry 7, 407 

Artillery,  16  guns. 

Cavalry,  two  squadrons,  400  men. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  Palmer,  commanding: 

J.  A.  JUDSON, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-CJeneral. 


It  is  evident  that  this  statement  was  prepared  with  the  understand 
ing  that  General  Prince  was  to  command.  It  represents  the  strength 
of  the  expedition  to  be  7,807,  exclusive  of  the  artillery,  which  was  310, 
as  shown  by  a  field  report  made  at  the  time  of  starting,  which  would 
make  the  whole  force  8,123  5  while  the  field  report  received  from  each 
brigade,  together  with  the  artillery  and  cavalry,  half  an  hour  before 
starting,  showed  the  whole  force  to  be  but  0,405,  instead  of  8,123,  a 
difference  of  1,658  less  than  that  shown  by  the  official  statement. 

The  column  moved  promptly  at  3  o'clock,  and  reached  Little  Swift 
Creek  at  8  o'clock  the  same  evening,  having  marched  between  14  and 
15  miles.  The  advance  guard  met  the  enemy's  picket  about  7  miles 
from  Fort  Anderson.  They  retreated  without  returning  fire.  Half  an 
hour  later  three  heavy  guns  were  heard  in  the  direction  of  Swift  Creek 
Village,  which  I  took  for  alarm  guns  of  the  enemy.  From  information 
of  a  character  that  seemed  entirely  reliable  I  learned  that  six  regiments 
of  infantry  (about  0,000  men),  under  command  of  General  Pettigrew, 
and  one  regiment  of  cavalry,  under  command  of  Colonel  Claiborue, 
numbering  about  1,000  men,  were  encamped  at  Walter  Kuff's  farm,  on 
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the  road  leading  to  Washington  and  Hill's  Point,  where  it  crosses 
Blount's  Creek.  From  various  sources  I  learned  that  the  enemy  were 
also  in  large  force  at  Swift  Creek  Village  and  occupied  both  sides  of 
the  bridge,  as  well  as  the  roads  leading  to  Kinston  and  Greenville ; 
but  I  could  not  learn  their  exact  strength,  except  that  they  occupied 
five  or  six  different  camps.  The  fact  that  the  enemy  .were  in  force  at 
the  cross-roads  in  front  of  Washington  was  also  confirmed  by  both 
contrabands  and  prisoners  in  a  manner  that  left  no  doubt  in  my  mind 
that  the  strength  of  the  enemy  on  the  south  side  of  Pamlico  Eiver  and 
vicinity,  and  all  of  which  were  within  supporting  distance  of  each  other, 
could  not  have  been  less  than  12,000  or  15,000  men,  although  it  Avas 
fixed  by  all  the  information  received  at  a  much  greater  number.  With 
these  facts  before  me,  and  after  a  consultation  with  the  brigade  com 
manders  together  with  the  chief  officer  of  artillery,  who  were  unanimous 
in  their  expressions  of  opinion  that  the  column  had  better  return  to  New 
Berne,  as  in  their  judgment  an  absolute  failure  would  be  the  result  of 
the  expedition  if  we  proceeded  by  this  route,  I  therefore  concluded  not 
to  go  by  the  way  of  Swift  Creek  Village. 

The  infantry  of  the  enemy  at  this  place  was  strongly  intrenched  and 
had  thrown  up  earthworks  for  their  artillery  which  commanded  all  the 
direct  approaches  to  the  village,  although  from  the  evidence  received 
their  strength  in  the  village  proper  was  not  as  great  as  mine,  and  if  I 
had  attacked  them  there  and  driven  them  out  of  the  place  they  could 
have  retreated  toward  the  cross-roads  in  front  of  Washington  and  joined 
the  forces  located  at  that  point.  Still,  to  have  pursued  this  course  and 
pushed  on  toward  Washington  by  this  route  would  have  exposed  my  left 
flank  to  the  assault  of  the  enemy,  who  were  encamped  in  considerable 
force  on  the  roads  leading  toward  Kinston  and  Greenville,  while  Petti- 
grew  would  certainly  have  crossed  Blount's  Creek  and  attacked  my  rear, 
for  I  had  no  way  of  protecting  it  except  by  dividing  my  force  and  it 
was  not  large  enough  to  admit  of  that  being  done,  particularly  so  as  I 
would  have  been  compelled  to  have  met  at  the  cross-roads  and  in  my 
front  a  force  very  much  larger  than  my  own  and  well  intrenched. 

Thus  hemmed  in  on  three  sides  by  an  active  foe,  with  an  impenetrable 
swamp  on  my  right,  it  would  bave  left  me  but  a  small  chance  of  success 
and  no  opportunity  whatever  of  falling  back  in  the  event  of  a  repulse 
at  the  cross-roads,  the  consequence  of  which  would  have  been  either  the 
annihilation  of  my  command  or  its  capture,  to  avoid  which  I  decided  to 
try  and  reach  Washington  by  the  way  of  Blount's  Creek  road,  and  if 
possible  drive  the  enemy  back,  so  as  to  reach  Hill's  Point  and  capture 
that  battery  and  thus  raise  the  blockade.  In  making  this  march  I  could 
completely  cover  my  rear  and  flanks  by  removing  the  bridges  across 
Little  Swift  Creek  and  blockading  the  roads  over  which  I  was  to  pass 
before  reaching  the  main  road  leading  to  Blount's  Creek,  all  of  winch 
I  did,  although  I  could  not  have  protected  my  rear  and  flanks  by  the 
same  means  if  I  had  taken  the  Swift  Creek  road,  as  it  would  have  cut 
off  my  only  means  of  retreat  in  the  event  of  a  repulse,  as  well  as  to  have 
completely  destroyed  all  communication  with  New  Berne,  which  I  was 
directed  to  protect  and  keep  open  for  the  accommodation  of  the  wagon 
and  ammunition  train,  which  could  not  start  until  one  day  after  the 
main  body  of  the  troops. 

J  further  deem  it  of  interest  that  the  following  communication,  re 
ceived  from  General  Palmer  while  on  the  march,  should  be  introduced 
in  this  report,  as  it  is  confirmatory  of  my  own  information  in  regard  to 
the  strength  and  position  of  the  enemy : 
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NEW  BERNE,  N.  C.,  April  9, 1863—8  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  F.  B.  SPINOLA, 

United  Stales  Volunteers  : 

GENERAL:  Yours,  written  at  11  p.  ni.  yesterday,  I  Lave  received.  An  hour  before  I 
received  your  letter  I  heard  from  Captain  McCanii,  commanding  the  gunboats  on  the 
river  near  the  blockade,  the  same  information  concerning  the  force  and  position  of  the 
enemy.  Your  suggestions  as  to  the  mode  of  relief  for  Washington,  taking  all  things 
into  consideration,  appear  to  be  good.  I  cannot  trammel  you  with  orders.  Your  own 
good  j  udginent  must  dictate  your  course.  Your  suggestion  concerning  the  transporta- 
tion  and  the  wagons  to  be  forwarded  shall  bo  adopted. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

I.  N.  PALMER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

On  the  morning  of  April  9  I  moved  back  from  Little  Swift  Creek  to 
ward  the  New  Hope  School-House,  which  I  reached  at  9  o'clock,  halted 
the  column,  fed  the  artillery  horses  (the  forage  having  just  reached  me 
at  this  point),  and  at  10  o'clock  started  for  Blount's  Creek,  a  distance  of 
11  miles,  which  place  I  reached  at  about  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
After  marching  2  miles  we  met  and  exchanged  fire  with  the  enemy's 
pickets,  which  was  continued  until  we  reached  the  cross-roads  1  mile 
from  KufPs  Mill,  which  is  located  near  the  head  of  the  creek.  I  here 
halted  the  column  for  about  fifteen  minutes  while  I  made  a  reconnais 
sance  of  the  approaches  to  the  bridge  which  led  over  the  creek.  I  here 
found  the  enemy  in  force  and  strongly  intrenched.  I  moved  forward 
Colonel  Amory's  brigade,  with  two  32-pounder  howitzers  under  the  com 
mand  of  Lieutenant  Folk,  and  the  12-pounder  Napoleon  battery  under 
command  of  Captain  Belger.  The  approaches  to  the  creek  by  the  main 
road  were  through  a  dense  wood  with  marsh  on  the  left,  the  ground  to 
the  right  being  a  little  higher  but  heavily  timbered,  while  the  edge  of 
the  stream  could  not  be  reached  owing  to  its  swampy  nature,  together 
with  the  growth  of  heavy  timber  and  underbrush  which  rendered  it  im 
passable,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to  reach  the  creek  below  the  bridge 
except  toward  its  mouth,  a  distance  of  5  or  6  miles,  and  there  it  could 
not  be  crossed  without  the  aid  of  pontoon  bridges  or  flats  decked  over, 
neither  of  which  I  had  been  provided  with. 

As  we  approached,  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  the  column  from  the  op 
posite  bank  of  the  creek  and  the  engagement  was  immediately  com 
menced  by  Company  — ,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  Captain  Pond,  which 
was  dismounted  and  deployed  as  skirmishers,  with  a  mountain  howitzer 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  Burke,  the  howitzer  and  cavalry  being 
under  the  direction  of  Major  Garrard,  Third  New  York  Cavalry.  The 
advance  line  of  skirmishers  was  also  engaged  at  the  same  time  with  the 
cavalry  and  howitzer  companies. 

The  enemy  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  creek,  which  is  not  fordable 
and  crossed*  only  by  a  bridge  which  they  had  rendered  impassable  by 
tearing  off  the  planking,  were  concealed  on  the  higher  ground  occupied 
by  them.  I  accordingly  had  the  skirmishers,  the  howitzer,  and  cavalry 
companies  withdrawn,  and  opened  fire  with  canister  from  the  two  32- 
pounder  howitzers,  to  which  I  soon  added  four  pieces  of  Belger's  bat 
tery,  the  enemy  replying  in  the  same  manner  with  grape,  canister,  and 
shell.  The  engagement  continued  for  an  hour  and  three-quarters  in 
this  way. 

Having  silenced  the  enemy's  guns  and  dismounted  one  of  them,  and 
finding  it  utterly  impossible  under  the  circumstances  to  cross  the  creek, 
I  ordered  the  infantry  to  fall  back  and  the  artillery  gradually  with 
drawn,  with  a  squadron  of  cavalry  in  their  rear. 

No  property  of  any  description  was  left  behind.    The  return  march 
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was  made  without  the  least  confusion  or  interruption  of  any  kind  and 
without  any  molestation  from  the  enemy.  The  column  proceeded  as 
far  as  the  New  Hope  School-House  and  bivouacked  for  the  night,  and 
returned  to  New  Berne  the  next  day. 

The  casualties  of  officers  and  men  were  11  wounded,  none  killed,  which 
was  very  slight  considering  the  nature  of  the  engagement.  Captain 
Belger  was  wounded  in  the  leg,  the  ball  passing  through  his  thigh  and 
killing  his  horse  under  him  ;  in  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Volun 
teers,  Lieutenant  Roberts  and  7  men  ;  in  the  artillery,  2  men  besides 
Captain  Belger. 

It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  loss  of  the  enemy.  Several  prisoners 
were  taken.  As  our  fire  was  well  sustained,  it  doubtless  did  good  exe 
cution. 

The  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers' and  the  Forty- third  Mas 
sachusetts  Militia  were  the  only  part  of  my  infantry  engaged,  and  the 
conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  was  all  that  could  be  desired,  as  was 
also  that  of  the  artillery  and  cavalry  engaged. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Amory, 
commanding  brigade ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lewis,  of  the  cavalry ;  Lieu 
tenant-Colonel  Fellows,  commanding  Seventeenth  Massachusetts,  to 
gether  with  Captain  Belger,  of  the  artillery,  during  the  inarch  and  en 
gagement,  was  not  only  cool  and  brave  but  of  the  most  creditable 
character,  particularly  while  under  fire;  as  was  also  that  of  Major  Gar- 
rard,  of  the  Third  New  York  Cavalry ;  Major  Frankle,  of  the  Seven 
teenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and  Major  Stone,  of  the  Third  New 
York  Artillery,  the  last-named  officers  having  been  temporarily  detailed 
on  my  staff. 

I  am,  colonel,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  SP1NOLA, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Lieut,  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN. 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,' Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS  SPINOLA'S  BRIGADE, 

Washington,  JT.  0.,  May  18,  18G3. 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 
Atop.  in.  on  April  13  I  received  the  following  order  : 

NEW  BERNE,  N.  C.,  April  13,  1803. 
Brigadier-General  SPINOLA, 

Commanding  Brigade : 

GENERAL:  You  will  cross  the  Neuse  with  your  brigade  with  as  much  expedition  as 
practicable,  and  make  from  Fort 'Anderson  o.  careful  reconnaissance  in  the  direction 
of  Washington,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  condition  of  the  country  and  to 
divert  the  attention  of  the  enemy  from  their  attempt  on  our  position  at  Washington. 
A  squadron  of  cavalry  and  a  section  each  from  Belger's,  Riggs',  and  Ransom's  batteries 
are  ordered  to  accompany  you. 

Major  Garrard,  an  officer  of  intelligence  and  familiar  with  the  country,  will  report 
to  you  in  person  for  such  duty  as  you  may  require. 

The  road  to  the  New  Hope  School-House  and  that  toward  Swift  Creek  Village 
should  be  carefully  examined,  and  in  all  movements  care  should  be  taken  to  secure 
your  Hanks  and  rear  by  occupying  strong  and  unassailable  positions.  Much  is  left  to 
your  discretion,  it  being  understood  that  General  Foster's  desire  is  for  us  to  occupy  or 
divert  the  attention  of  the  enemy  from  his  front. 

The  quartermaster's  department  is  ordered  to  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 
Three  days'  rations  will  bo  taken  in  the  haversacks,  and  additional'  supplies  seiifc  to 
you  at  Fort  Anderson  on  your  requisition. 
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It  is  desirable  that  you  move  with  all  your  effective  force  and  issue  strict  orders 
against  straggling,  marauding,  destruction  of  property,  and  the  wanton  practice  of 
firing  the  woods  along  the  line  of  march. 
Communicate  frequently  with  these  headquarters. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  W.  WESSELLS, 
Brigadici'- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

I  immediately  ordered  the  necessary  rations  prepared  for  the  march, 
and  at  8  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  April  13  reached  Foster's  Wharf,  and 
the  brigade  crossed  over  the  Neuse  River.  At  11  o'clock  we  reached 
the  old  rebel  fort  1  mile  beyond  Fort  Anderson  and  bivouacked  for  the 
night. 

At  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  April  14  the  brigade  took  up  its  line 
of  march  toward  the  New  Hope  School-House,  which  place  we  reached 
early  in  the  forenoon.  Having  marched  10  miles  I  halted  the  column 
to  allow  the  men  to  rest  and  prepare  their  dinner,  after  which  I  care 
fully  examined  by  strong  detachments  all  the  roads  leading  to  this  place 
for  a  distance  of  7  or  8  miles,  except  the  one  leading  to  Swift  Creek. 

After  the  return  of  the  various  detachments,  it  being  late  in  the  day 
and  the  men  considerably  fatigued,  I  ordered  the  brigade  to  bivouac  for 
the  night. 

There  was  no  enemy  in  any  force  on  any  of  the  roads  examined  ex 
cept  pickets,  5  of  whom  I  captured,  3  of  them  belonging  to  Claiborne's 
cavalry  and  2  of  them  to.  Whitford's  battalion.  It  was  iny  intention  to 
have  moved  on  toward  Swift  Creek  Village  and  attack  the  enemy  at 
that  place,  but  before  reaching  Little  Swift  Creek  I  received  the  follow 
ing  explanatory  instructions  from  the  general  commanding : 

HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  N.  C'.,  April  14,  1363. 
Brigadier-General  SPINOLA  : 

SIR  :  I  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  inform  you  that  it  will  be  im 
possible  to  send  you  more  cavalry.  The  general  is  afraid  that  you  may  have  misun 
derstood  his  orders.  His  desire  is  that  you  should  simply  make  a  thorough  recon 
naissance,  not  an  attack,  and  that  you  should  be  particular  to  keep  your  rear  strongly 
protected  so  in  case  you  want  additional  supplies  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  send  a 
guard  with  the  train.  Each  road  in  your  rear  should  be  left  strongly  guarded.  The 
general  desires  you  to  coinmuuicate  with  him  in  writing  as  often  as  possible. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  F.  ANDERSON, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  April  15  the  brigade  moved  toward 
Swift  Creek  by  the  old  road  across  Little  Swift  Creek.  I  found  the 
road  blockaded  and  the  bridge  over  the  creek  destroyed.  I  commenced 
a  reconstruction  of  the  bridge,  but  before  I  had  completed  it  I  received 
an  order  from  General  Wessells  to  return  to  New  Berne,  which  I  did  that 
night. 

1  gained  on  this  reconnaissance  no  additional  information  in  regard 
to  the  position  and  force  of  the  enemy,  all  the  proofs  establishing  their 
strength,  as  heretofore  reported,  from  18,000  to  25,000,  and  chiefly  en 
camped  at  and  near  Swift  Creek  Village,  the  cross-roads  in  front  of 
Washington,  at  Blount's  Creek,  and  on  the  north  side  of  Washington. 
The  brigade  on  reaching  Fort  Anderson  bivouacked  for  the  night  and 
remained  there  until  April  18. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

F.  B.  SPINOLA, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN,  A.  A.  (?.,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 
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Itinerary  of  the  First  Brigade,  Fifth  Division,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps, 
March  'Si-April  21,  1863.* 

March  31. — The  One  hundred  and  seventy-first.  One  hundred  and  fifty- 
eighth,  and  One  hundred  and  seventy-fifth  Regiments  Pennsylvania 
Militia,  of  this  brigade,  left  New  Berne  on  steamboats  and  transports,  to 
re-enforce  General  Foster  at  Washington,  N.  0.  Found  the  river  block 
aded  by  rebel  batteries  on  both  sides,  which  were  attacked  by  our  gun 
boats,  but  failed  to  raise  the  blockade,  and  we  had  to  return  to  New 
Berne,  where  we  arrived  April  6. 

April  8. — The  same  three  regiments  left  New  Berne  on  another  expe 
dition  by  land  to  Washington,  and  went  as  far  as  Blouut's  Creek,  where 
we  had  an  artillery  engagement.  The  bridge  over  the  creek  being  torn 
up  and  the  creek  not  fordable,  we  returned  to  New  Berne,  where  we 
arrived  on  tbe  night  of  the  10th  instant. 

April  13. — The  whole  brigade  crossed  the  Neuse  River  and  went  on  a 
reconnaissance. 

April  14.— Marched  toward  Swift  Creek  and  Washington,  N.  C.  At 
New  Hope  School-House  we  captured  2  rebel  cavalry  pickets.  We  then 
marched  toward  Little  Swift  Creek,  but  by  orders  of  General  Wessells 
we  returned  to  Fort  Anderson  on  the  night  of  the  15th  and  bivouacked 
there  until  the  18th,  when  the  brigade  again  left  for  Swift  Creek  Tillage, 
clearing  the  blockade  on  the  roads  and  building  three  bridges  on  our 
march. 

April  19. — In  the  afternoon  we  met  the  enemy's  pickets  and  drove 
them  across  Big  Swift  Creek  that  night. 

April  20. — We  crossed  into  the  village.  Finding  no  rebels  there  we 
returned  to  New  Berne,  where  we  arrived  on  the  night  of  April  21. 


No.  13. 

Itinerary  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Fifth  Division,  Col.  James  Jourdan,  One 
hundred  and  fiftieth  New  York  Infantry,  commanding,  April  7-22.* 

The  principal  incidents  of  the  history  of  this  brigade  during  the  month 
ending  April  30  are  as  follows: 

April  7. — The  regiments  of  this  brigade,  under  the  immediate  com 
mand  of  Col.  F.  J.  Coffin,  of  the  Eighth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia 
(I  being  absent  from  the  department  by  authority  of  the  major-general 
commanding),  formed  a  part  of  the  force  which  marched  under  command 
of  Brig.  Gen.  F.  B.  Spinola  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  garrison  at 
Washington,  N.  C. ;  said  force  failing  to  accomplish  the  object  for  which 
it  marched,  returned  to  New  Berne  April  10.  Nothing  worthy  of  special 
mention  occurred  on  the  occasion  referred  to. 

April  IT.—s-This  brigade  again  moved  in  the  direction  of  Kinston,  un 
der  my  immediate  command,  together  with  other  forces  under  the  gen 
eral  direction  of  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Prince,  commanding  Fifth  Division, 
Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  and  after  passing  Core  Creek  scoured  the 
country  to  within  about- 10  miles  of  Kinston,  skirmishing  continually, 
and,  by  proper  co-operation  with  other  forces,  succeeded  in  compelling 
the  enemy  to  retire  precipitately  from  an  intrenched  camp  on  a  place 
known  as  Sandy  Ridge,  leaving  in  our  hands  between  30  and  40  pris 
oners,  and  after  accomplishing  the  object  for  which  it  marched,  returned 
to  New  Berne  on  April  22. 

*  From  Brigade  Return  for  April,  1863. 
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No.  14. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Robert  Ransom,  jr.,  C.  S.  Army,  of  skirmish  at 

Sandy  Ridge,  April  20. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Kinston,  N.  C.,  April  21,  1863. 

GENERAL  :  Your  note  of  to-day  is  received.  I  have  started  five  differ 
ent  parties  to  vicinity  of  Morehead  City  and  New  Berne.  Whitford 
reports  the  Yankees  retiring  from  Swift  Creek;  says  Foster  declares  lie 
will  give  you  a  hard  fight,  which  will  do  to  write  in  the  history  of  the 
war.  In  an  hour  after  your  telegram  came  I  started  a  regiment  and 
four  pieces  of  artillery  to  Coward's  Bridge.  I  have  now  here  sixteen 
field  pieces.  I  kept  [A.  D.j  Moore,  [Company  E,  Tenth  North  Carolina 
Volunteers,  or  First  Artillery],  as  I  deemed  his  battery  of  importance. 
Yesterday  there  was  another  skirmish  on  Sandy  Bidge;  three  compa 
nies  of  the  Forty-ninth  and  about  70  of  [Maj.  J.  EL]  Nethercutt's  men, 
[Eighth  North  Carolina  Battalion].  The  enemy  was  first  driven  back, 
but  got  a  strong  re- enforcement  and  in  turn  we  had  to  retire.  We  had 
1  killed,  6  wounded,  and  12  or  14  missing.  Three  horses  were  killed  by 
our  men  belonging  to  the  field  officers.  We  went  forward  to  in  sight  of 
Core  Creek  after  the  fight.  To  hold  Core  Creek  would  require  at  least 
two  regiments.  I  cannot  afford  to  fritter  away  strength.  We  shall 
soon  know  if  the  enemy  is  going  to  corne  this  way.  I  should  have  to 
fight  him  on  Southwest  [Creek]  or  not  at  all  until  he  gets  to  the  river. 
We  are  working  on  Southwest.  If  1  have  time  will  destroy  the  works 
over  the  bridge.  For  three  days  I  have  been  getting  sick,  and  am  now 
hardly  able  to  write  this.  If  morning  finds  me  no  better  this  place  will 
need  your  presence  or  some  one  else.  I  have  no  horses.  Where  are  the 
Wheeler  horses  ?  I  heard  that  the  men  were  permitted  to  sell  them  or 
send  them  home.  If  an  attack  be  made  here  we  cannot  well  have  too 
many  guns.  I  am  almost  ill. 

Yours,  respectfully  and  tru.lv, 

E.  EANSOM,  JR., 

Brigadier-  Genera  I. 

General  D.  H.  HILL. 

P.  S. — I  have  just  heard  (9  p.  m.)  that  the  enemy  is  rebuilding  the 
railroad;  finished  to  Core  Creek,  and  were  working  this  side  with  very 
large  force. 
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APRIL  1,  1863.— Expedition  from  Yorktown  to  Smith's  and  Byrd's  Planta 
tions,  Ware  River,  Va. 

REHPORTS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  Erasmus  D.  Keyes,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2.— Second  Lieut.  William  S.  Andrews,  Ninth  New  York  Infantry,  Acting  Signal 
Officer. 

-No.  1. 
Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Erasmus  T>.  Keycs,  U.  S.  Army. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  YorJctown,  Va.,  April  7,  1863. 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  extract  from  the 
report  of  Lieut.  Com.  J.  LT.  Gillis,  commanding  United  States  steamer 
Commodore  Morris,  to  Admiral  Lee,  of  an  expedition  into  Gloucester 
County  by  the  land  and  naval  forces  on  this  station.  Commander 
Gillis  bad  on  the  31st  ultimo  made  an  examination  of  the  country  bor 
dering  on  Ware  River  and  found  stored  there  large  quantities  of  grain 
for  the  Southern  Army.  I  extract  from  his  report  as  follows  : 

I  therefore  embarked  my  men,  and  with  Mr.  Smith  as  prisoner  returned  to  York- 
town;  immediately  communicated  with  General  Keyes,  informed  him  of  the  circum 
stances,  and,  his  views  coinciding  with  mine  as  to  the  necessity  of  either  bringing  off 
or  destroying  the  grain,  I  determined  to  return  to  Ware  River  on  the  following  morn 
ing,  the  1st  instant,  and  on  informing  General  Keyes  that  a  rebel  cavalry  force  was 
stationed  at  Gloucester  Court-House,  and  that  our  operations,  if  we  went  without  a 
considerable  force,  would  not  be  likely  to  remain  undisturbed,  he  immediately  placed 
at  my  disposal  as  many  men,  cavalry  or  infantry,  whichever  I  thought  would  be  best, 
as  I  thought  would  be  necessary.  I  took  100  infantry,  and  with  these  and  the  Delaware, 
which  I  fortunately  met  on  my  way  down  York  River  and  directed  to  accompany  me, 
I  yesterday  morning  returned  to  the  plantation  of  Mr.  Smith  and  commenced  re'mov- 
ing  a  quantity  of  wheat,  of  which  there  was  about  1,000  bushels,  but  had  not  gotten 
off  more  than  250  bushels  before  the  alarm  was  given  that  the  cavalry  were  approach 
ing.  The  men  were  immediately  formed  and  we  prepared  to  give  them  a  warm  recep 
tion  as  they  charged  down  upon  us,  and  a  few  well-directed  shots  caused  a  wavering 
in  their  ranks,  and  a  cheer  and  a  charge  on  the  part  cf  both  sailors  and  soldiers  turned 
an  attack  into  a  retreat,  and  they  lied  until  out  of  range  of  our  muskets,  when  they 
halted  and  appeared  to  be  holding  a  consultation,  but  just  at  this  time  a  shot  was 
fired  from  the  100-pounder  rifle  on  board  this  ship,  which  struck  right  in  their  midst, 
and  they  again  took  to  flight  and  disappeared  around  a  bend  of  the  road.  On  going 
down  the  road  some  distance  I  discovered  indications  of  the  effect  of  our  firing,  there 
being  quite  a  quantity  of  blood  in  the  road,  showing  that  some  of  the  party  had  paid 
pretty  dearly  for  their  temerity. 

I  would  state  that  when  we  'were  seen  approaching,  the  overseer's  son  was  sent  off, 
and  I  had  not  the  least  doubt,  when  I  learned  that  such  was  the  case,  that  he  had  been 
sent  to  bring  a  force  sufficient  to  cut  ui-roif,  not  expecting  to  meet  any  more  than  had 
lauded  the  day  before,  and  they  were  doubtless  very  much  surprised  on  seeing  so  large 
a  force.  They  succeeded  in  capturing  2  of  our  pickets  in  their  charge,  but  had  not 
time  to  take  them  off,  when  they  in  their  turn  were  charged  upon,  and  the  consequence 
was  that  we  did  not  lose  a  man.  Knowing  that  it  would  take  me  a  long  time  to  re 
move  the  grain,  and  that  the  enemy  would  have  ample  time  to  bring  down  a  strong 
force  upon  us,  I  determined  to  destroy  it,  and  therefore  set  fire  to  all  but  one  of  the 
buildings,  in  which  there  were  at  least«l,500  bushels  of  corn  ;  that  I  left  for  the  use  of 
the  family  and  the  hands  on  the  plantation. 

After  seeing  the  tires  v< ell  under  way  I  embarked  my  force  without  further  molesta 
tion  and  started  to  return.  Arriving  opposite  to  the  house  of  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Byrd,  who  is  an  officer  in  the  rebel  army,  and  who  had  left  his  property  in  charge  of 
an  old  negro  servant,  I  landed  a  party,  who  found  that  there  was  a  large  quantity  of 
corn  stored  in  his  barns,  and  these  were  al<o  set  lire  to;  and,  although  the  party  were 
on  shore  but  a  few  moments,  they  came  very  near  being  captured,  the  cavalry  making 
a  dash  down  upon  them  under  cover  of  the  smoke  of  the,  burning  buildings;  but  I  dis 
covered  them  in  time  to  throw  a  shell  from  one  of  the  howitzers,  which  exploded  in 
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their  midst  and  they  fled  without  accomplishing  their  object.  I  destroyed  at  this 
latter  place,  as  near  as  could  be  estimated,  1,000  bushels  of  wheat  and  3,000  bushels 
of  corn,  making  altogether  some  22,000  to  23,000  bushels  of  grain  that  the  rebels  have 
thus  been  deprived  of. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, ' 

E.  D.  KEYES, 
Major-  General,  Commanding  Fourth  Army  Corps. 

JBrig.  Gen.  LORENZO  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-General^  U.  8.  Army. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Second  Lieut.  William  S.  Andrews,  Ninth  New  York  Infantry, 

Acting  Signal  Officer. 

ON  BOARD  U.  S.  STEAMER  COMMODORE  MORRIS, 

Off  YorJctown,  Va.,  April  3,  1863. 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Signal  Officer  of  the 
Army,  having  directed  the  fire  of  this  vessel  (from  the  shore)  by  sig 
nals  on  a  small  body  of  the  enemy  at  head  of  Ware  Eiver,  near  Glou 
cester  Court-House,  Va.,  on  the  1st  instant. 

On  the  31st  of  March,  Captain  Gillis,  of  the  Commodore  Morris,  dis 
covered  a  large  quantity  of  grain  stored  in  barns  at  the  head  of  Ware 
Kiver.  It  was  determined  either  to  remove  it  or  destroy  it,  and  on  the 
next  day,  the  1st,  we  returned  to  Ware  Eiver  with  two  companies  of 
infantry  on  board  the  Morris,  and  the  gunboat  Delaware  in  company. 

Gap  tain  Gillis  expected  interruption  from  the  rebel  cavalry  that  infests 
Gloucester  and  Matthews  Counties  to  the  number  of  about  200.  1 
accompanied  him  ashore  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  with  the 
Morris  in  case  of  necessity,  relying  on  one  of  my  flagmen,  Private  George 
H.  Walker,  whom  I  left  on  board,  to  read  the  signals. 

The  party  landed  j  soldiers  and  sailors  numbered  about  200.  The 
men  all  landed  between  11  and  12  a.  m.  and  set  to  work  carrying  the 
grain  to  the  boats  and  loaded  a  schooner  brought  for  that  purpose.  The 
infantry  posted  pickets  and  made  the  usual  preparations  for  defense  in 
case  of  attack.  A  number  of  messages  were  sent  to  gunboat  between 
that  time  and  1  p.  m.  At  about  that  time  a  cavalry  force  of  the  enemy 
were  seen  approaching  our  pickets.  1  immediately  signaled  the  Mor 
ris  that  the  enemy  approached,  and  by  Captain  Gillis'  order  directed 
them  how  to  fire.  The  first  shot  fired  from  the  boat  fell  in  the  midst  of 
the  rebels,  emptying  one  saddle.  They  retired  precipitately  several 
hundred  yards,  leaving  two  of  our  pickets,  whom  they  had  already  caj> 
tured,  and  whom  in  their  flight  they  attempted  to  kill.  The  gunboats 
continued  to  fire ;  constantly  directed  by  signals  as  the  enemy  changed 
positions,  the  Delaware  firing  in  the  same  direction  as  the  Morris.  Our 
men  now  advanced  up  the  road  at  a  double-quick,  firing  one  or  two 
volleys.  The  enemy  retired  into  the  edge  of  a  piece  of  woods,  about 
1,000  yards  distant  from  our  position,  which  the  gunboats  continued  to 
shell,  still  directed  by  signals.  In  consequence  of  the  interruption  by 
the  enemy  the  plan  of  removing  the  grain  was  abandoned  and  the  barns 
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were  tired.     When  they  were  burned  we  returned  to  the  vessels,  all  the 
force  being  embarked  by  3.30  p.  in. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander 
Gillis,  commanding  United  States  steamer  Morris,  to  Acting  Bear- Ad 
miral  Lee,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  which  I 
am  permitted  to  make : 

I  would  state  that  I  received  most  important  aid  from  Lieutenant  Andrews,  of  the 
Signal  Corps,  as  by  his  assistance  I  was  enabled  to  direct  the  aiming  of  the  guns  on 
board  this  vessel.  All  my  messages  were  transmitted  with  the  greatest  celerity,  al 
most  as  rapidly  as  they  could  have  been  given  had  they  been  delivered  orally,  and 
with  entire  accuracy,  and  this,  too,  during  the  excitement  of  a  sudden  attack. 

I  desire  to  call  especial  attention  to  the  coolness  and  efficiency  of 
Private  George  H.  Walker,  signal  flagman.  For  some  months  I  have 
known  of  Walker's  capacity  to  read.  He  obtained  the  code  over  a  year 
ago  through  the  negligence  and  carelessness  of  an  officer  instructed  at 
Annapolis.  For  a  long  time  I  promised  the  severest  punishment  to  my 
men  if  caught  attempting  to  read  or  to  obtain  any  portion  of  the  code, 
but  finding  that  officers  senior  to  myself  not  only  tolerated  but  encour 
aged  their  men  to  do  so,  I  spoke  to  them  of  it,  and  was  informed  that 
the  matter  was  well  known  to  Major  Myer.  Since  being  at  York  town, 
therefore,  I  have  allowed  Walker  to  read,  and  have  been  astonished  at 
his  intelligence,  superior  to  that  of  some  officers  I  have  worked  with. 
Lieutenant  Benson  and  myself  abbreviated  all  ordinary  messages  to  at 
least  one-fourth  their  length  if  sent  in  full;  but  Walker  seldom  has 
trouble  to  read  them.  In  directing  the  fire  of  the  Morris  on  the  1st  in 
stant  I  at  first  partially  spelled  out  the  messages,  using  only  the  more 
suggestive  abbreviations,  such  as  eny,  enemy ;  apch,  approach,  &c. 
But  desiring  to  work  more  quickly  I  used  the*  abbreviations  fll,  ef,  of, 
fo,  ect,  and  was  somewhat  astonished  at  Walker's  receiving  them  all 
instantly  and  correctly  without  once  calling  for  a  u  repeat."  He  has 
never  heretofore  received  the  official  abbreviations  from  me,  but  I  have 
now  given  them  to  him,  as  1  deem  myself  justified  in  doing,  as  I  am 
liable  at  any  time  to  have  occasion  to  use  them  with  him. 

I  desire  to  recommend  Private  Walker  for  promotion.  I  intended  to 
have  recommended  Mm  for  appointment  as  sergeant  under  the  new 
organization  of  the  Signal  Corps,  and  now  I  consider  that  he  has  doubly 
earned  his  chevrons.  Walker  has  been  with  me  since  June  25,  1862, 
and  I  have  had  ample  opportunity  of  knowing  his  capacity. 

The  accompanying  plan  *  will  explain  the  relative  positions  of  the 
forces  engaged  in  the  affair  of  the  1st  instant.  The  outline  of  the  sketch 
was  enlarged  from  a  chart. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  ANDREWS, 
Second  Lieut.  Ninth  N.  Y.  Vols.  and  Acting  Signal  Officer. 

Capt.  LEONARD  F.  HEPBURN, 

Acting  Signal  Officer,  Washington,  D.  C. 

P.  S. — Since  this  report  was  written  information  has  been  received 
at  Major-General  Keyes'  headquarters  that  during  the  firing  from  the 
gunboats,  directed  by  signals,  on  the  1st.  the  enemy  lost  4  killed  and  3 
wounded. 

Our  forces  sustained  no  loss  whatever. 

*  Not  found. 
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APRIL  6,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Nixonton,  N.  C. 
Report  of  Capt.  Enos  C.  Sanders,  First  North  Carolina  ( Union)  Infantry. 

WASHINGTON,  N.  C.,  May  1,  1863. 

I  started  on  the  steamer  Massasoit  for  New  Berne  and  arrived  at 
midnight.  Took  the  same  boat  on  the  2d  instant  for  Plymouth.  I 
made  application  for  transportation  at  New  Berne,  and  the  quartermas 
ter,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Biggs,  ordered  the  Massasoit  to  go  the  whole 
trip  with  me;  but  as  his  orders  did  not  reach  the  captain  of  the  steamer 
I  went  to  Plymouth,  where  I  arrived  on  Sunday,  the  3d  instant.  Saw 
Commander  Charles  Flusser  that  evening ;  he  was  to  send  a  gunboat 
as  convoy  to  the  steamer  Massasoit,  which  I  had  already  procured  the 
use  of,  to  go  as  far  as  Eoanoke  with  me. 

After  getting  the  men  that  I  was  after  (but  afterwards  the  general 
decided  to»send  a  gunboat  and  a  company  of  infantry),  on  the  morning 
of  the  4th  I  started  at  5  a.  m.  on  the  United  States  gunboat  Southfield, 
Ca.ptain  Behm  commanding,  with  a  company  of  the  Eighty-fifth  New 
York  Infantry,  Lieutenant  Whitney  commanding.  Arrived  at  Halley's 
Landing  at  9  a.  m.;  the  wharf  had  been  burned  by  the  Confederates. 
1  landed  with  the  company,  and,  on  making  inquiries,  found  that  the 
men  of  Company  E  were  encamped  in  the  woods  10  miles  from  that 
place,  and  as  it  was  uncertain  about  the  force  of  the  enemy  in  that 
vicinity  I  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  go  into  the  country.  We  then 
started  for  the  Pasquotank  Eiver,  where  we  arrived  at  5  p.  m.  We 
landed  at  tlie  mouth  of  the  river  and  marched  to  Shiloh,  a  distance  of 
10  miles,  where  we  went  aboard  of  the  gunboat  at  10  p.  m.  I  sent  word 
to  the  men  to  be  ready  the  next  day  to  go  with  me. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th  we  went  to  Elizabeth  City ;  landed  and  got 
the  family  of  William  Wright;  went  to  Shiloh;  the  schooner  Patty 
Martin  had  arrived;  went  to  Jones7  Mill;  landed;  marched  to  Old 
Trap ;  found  some  of  the  men  collected  there,  but  the  others,  not  know 
ing  of  our  presence,  could  not  be  found.  We  stayed  till  morning,  and 
then  went  on  board  with  7  of  my  men,  as  follows :  Peter,  Stephen,  Cor 
nelius,  and  Nicholas  Burgess,  Ithean  and  Wilson  Duncan,  and  Demp- 
sey  Wright.  We  crossed  over  to  the  Pasquotank  side ;  landed  and  got 
the  family  of  Joseph  Morgan.  There  were  four  men  in  that  county  be 
longing  to  my  company;  one,  John  Cartwright,  came  with  us;  one  could 
not  be  found,  and  the  other  two  were,  one  sick  and  one  wounded.  We 
went  aboard  at  dark. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  the  Southfield  started  for  Eoanoke  at  2 
a.  m.  I  started  for  Nixonton,  on  Little  Eiver,  at  daylight  with  the 
schooner  Patty  Martin  and  my  men,  numbering  17.  We  arrived  at  the 
landing  of  Thomas  Moss'  place  at  5  p.  ma. ;  came  to  anchor ;  sent  a  boat 
ashore  with  6  men,  with  orders  not  to  land  till  they  found  all  right ;  a 
large  flat  at  the  landing  looked  suspicious.  As  the  boat  approached 
the  land  they  saw  a  handkerchief  waived  in  the  window  of  Mrs.  Moss' 
house.  They  put  about  and  pulled  for  the  schooner,  when  they  were 
fired  upon  by  the  guerrillas.  They  returned  the  fire  from  the  boat,  and 
we  commenced  a  brisk  fire  from  the  schooner,  which  was  kept  up  till 
the  boat  came  alongside,  when  we  got  under  way  and  headed  down  the 
river. 

We  had  used  nearly  all  the  ammunition  we  had.  There  was  no  one 
hurt  on  our  side,  although  the  boat  was  within  40  yards  of  the  shore 
when  fired  upon.  The  vessel  was  struck  several  times.  We  got  to  the 
mouth  of  the  river  at  sunset,  where  we  found  the  United  States  steamer 
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Whitehead,  Captain  French  commanding.  We  went  back  to  Nixontoii 
in  the  morning  j  got  the  family  of  Mr.  Moss,  and  started  for  Eoanoke 
Island.  I  landed  at  Croatan  for  the  family  of  J.  W.  Harrison,  but  the 
weather  was  so  heavy  he  could  not  get  on  board.  Stopped  at  Eoauoke 
till  10  p.  in.;  got  under  way  and  sailed  for  Washington,  where  we 
arrived  at  6.30  a.  m.,  on  Sunday,  May  10. 

1  labored  under  the  difficulties  of  having  a  gunboat  of  too  much 
draught  of  water,  whose  commander  was  very  anxious  to  get  to  Eoa 
noke,  and  therefore  would  not  give  me  time  to  do  my  business  as  I  could 
if  I  had  had  the  command  of  the  expedition  myself. 

1  left  11  men  in  Camden,  3  in  Pasquotank,  and  2  in  Elizabeth  City. 
It  was  impossible  to  get  word  to  them  in  so  short  a  time,  as  they  have 
to  keep  hid  in  the  woods  most  of  the  time. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

E.  C.  SANDEES, 
Captain,  Company  J),  First  North  Carolina  ( Union)  Vols. 


APRIL  7,  1863. — Expedition  from  Gloucester  Point  to  Gloucester  Court- 
House,  Va. 

Report  of  Col.  A.  H.  GrimshaWj  Fourth  Delaivare  Infantry. 

CAMP  GLLPIN, 
Gloucester  Point,  April  0,  1863. 

GENERAL  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your 
order  of  —  instant  I  left  this  post  at  7  a.  m.  on  Tuesday,  the  7th  in 
stant,  with  a  detail  from  the  Fourth  Delaware  'Volunteers  and  three 
companies  of  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Drafted 
Militia,  the  squadron  of  the  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry  attached  to 
this  command,  and  a  detachment  of  cavalry  under  Major  Hall,  of  the 
Sixth  New  York.  The  party  proceeded  up  the  main, road  to  Gloucester 
Court-House.  At  Abingdon  Meeting-House  I  left  one  company  of  Oue 
hundred  and  sixty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Drafted  Militia  to  prevent  any 
communication  with  the  enemy's  pickets. 

Beyond  Hickory  Fork  Major  Hall  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  the 
right,  and  after  destroying  any  grain  he  might  find,  to  join  the  column 
at  or  near  Gloucester  Court-House.  With  regard  to  the  particulars  of 
the  destruction  of  grain  I  refer  to  Major  Hall's  report,  which  I  have 
directed  him  to  send  directly  to  your  headquarters. 

No  mail  was  found  at  Gloucester  Court-House  ready  to  be  sent  south. 
A  few  letters,  which  I  have  handed  to  General  Keyes,  were  found. 
These  confirm  the  account  of  the  late  fight  with  and  defeat  of  Lee's 
cavalry. 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  general  commanding  the 
Fourth  Army  Corps  I  made  preparations  to  return  to  Gloucester  Point 
on  the  7th,  since  the  re-enforcements  from  the  gunboat  had  not  landed, 
and  the  signal — one  rocket — was  not  received  by  the  boat.  The  dis 
tance  to  the  station  of  the  boat  being  evidently  greater  than  we  had 
supposed,  Major  Hall  proceeded  by  the  Bell  Eoy  road,  making  a  detour 
toward  the  York  River,  so  as  to  destroy  a  quantity  of  grain  in  a  barn 
beyond  Gloucester  Court-House,  of  which  we  obtained  information  at 
Gloucester  Court-House.  The  major  rejoined  the  column  at  Hickory 
Fork.  The  force  marched  during  thirteen  hours  3ii  miles.  The  men 
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and  horses  returned  in  good  spirit  and  condition.    The  roads  were 
muddy  arid  obstructed  by  numerous  collections  of  water. 

I  inclose  a  report  of  Lieutenant  Toner,  quartermaster  of  Fourth  Del 
aware  Volunteers,  of  the  amount  of  material  seized  and  placed  in  his 
charge ;  also  a  note  from  Major  Crowninshield.* 

Allow  me  to  speak  of  the  good  conduct  of  the  men  and  the  prompt 
ness  of  the  officers  accompanying  the  expedition.  Major  Hall  was  act 
ive  and  efficient  and  rendered  me  especial  service  by  his  advice  and 
experience.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tevis,  Fourth  Delaware,  and  Major 
Crowninskield,  with  Captain  Paul,  all  contributed,  each  in  his  position, 
to  the  success  of  the  movements. 

I  did  not  destroy  the  grain  at  Tabb's  farm,  because  it  is  within  such 
a  shor(t  distance  that  a  very  small  force  can  transport  it  to  this  post. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  GRIMSHAW, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 

Major-General  KEYES,  Yorktown,  Va. 


APRIL  9-14,  1863. — Operations  against  Gloucester  Point,  Va. 
Report  of  Col.  D.  J.  Godwin,  C.  S.  Army. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
King  and  Queen  Court-House,  Va.,  April  15, 1863. 

GENERAL  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  7th  instant  I  proceeded 
on  Thursday,  the  9th,  with  all  the  force  under  my  command  then  armed 
and  equipped,  to  the  enemy's  fortifications  at  Gloucester  Point.  I  ar 
rived  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Point  Thursday  evening.  By  daybreak 
on  Friday  morning  I  appeared  in  front  of  his  works  and  remained  there 
during  the  day,  making  demonstrations  at  several  different  points.  I 
appeared  alternately  as  infantry  and  cavalry,  and  so  maneuvered  my 
troops  as  to  represent  a  heavy  force.  I  drove  in  his  pickets  early  on 
Friday  morning,  killing  I,  wounding  another,  and  captured  2  unhurt. 
I  had  2  men  wounded,  1  badly,  the  other  only  slightly.  I  kept  up 
these  demonstrations  Saturday,  Sunday,  Monday,  and  Tuesday  until 
12  m.,  at  which  time  I  returned  to  my  camp,  leaving  behind,  however, 
two  full  companies  to  watch  the  enemy's  movements.  The  enemy's 
force  at  the  Point  consisted  of  two  infantry  regiments,  one  battalion  of 
cavalry,  and  two  field  batteries.  I  am  satisfied  that  my  demonstrations 
had  the  effect  of  diverting  his  force  from  the  Peninsula.  I  found  it  ut 
terly  impossible  to  attack  him  behind  his  works  with  success,  and  there 
fore  decided  not  to  do  so.  His  fortifications  at- the  Point  are  strong  and 
thorough. 

My  officers  behaved  with  great  gallantry  and  my  men  with  marked 
firmness. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

D.  J.  GODWIN, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  ARNOLD  ELZEY, 

Commanding  Department  of  Richmond,  Va. 

P.  S.— Capt.  Eobert  Tomlin,  a  volunteer  aide,  who  behaved  with  dis 
tinguished  gallantry,  I  regret  to  say,  was  severely  wounded  in  the  leg. 

*Not  found. 
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AFEIL  11,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Williamsbnrg,  Va. 

REPORTS,   ETC. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  Erasmus  D.  Keyes,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2. — Brig.  Gen.  Rufus  King,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Yorktown,  with  result 
ing  correspondence. 

NO.  1. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Erasmus  D.  Keyes,  U.  8.  Army. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  April  11, 1863. 

Our  communication  with  Fort  Magruder  is  re-established.  The  en 
emy  have  retired  beyond.  They  destroyed  some  camp  and  garrison 
equipage  of  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  and  a  small  amount  of 
hospital  stores.  No  other  loss  reported.  Wise  and  his  whole  force  are 
near  Williamsburg.  I  have  ordered  Colonel  West  to  hold  the  strong- 
line  of  defense  below  the  city  at  all  hazards.  It  would  be  very  injurious 
to  give  it  up. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major-  General. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


NORFOLK,  VA.,  April  11,  18G3— 8  p.  m 

The  enemy  was  fairly  repulsed  at  Williamsburg  to-day.  Our  pickets 
are  in  the  edge  of  the  city,  and  the  line  of  Fort  Magruder,  strengthened 
by  another  regiment,  is  now  guarded  from  York  Eiver  to  James  Eiver. 
We  lost  no  men.  Found  two  dead  rebels,  but  they  had  time,  when  our 
shots  fell,  to  carry  off  dead  and  wounded.  While  the  affair  at  Williams- 
burg  was  closing  the  rebels  attacked  Peck's  pickets  at  Suffolk,  and  a 
deserter  just  in  from  there  reports  that  50,000  men  are  close  upon  our 
lines.  I  have  ordered  all  our  troops  to  hold  their  ground  without  re 
gard  to  the  number  of  the  enemy. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major- General. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  H  ALLEGE:, 

General-in-  Chief. 


No.  2. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Rufus  King,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Yorldown, 
icith  resulting  correspondence. 

YORKTOWN,  April  11,  1863—7.45  a.  m. 

The  enemy  appeared  in  front  of  Williamsburg  this  morning  about  6 
o'clock.  Our  pickets  fell  back  in  good  order  to  Fort  Magruder.  Colonel 
West  has  opened  fire  on  the  town  and  is  now  firing.  Force  of  the  enemy 
not  yet  known. 

RUFUS  KING, 

Brigadier-  General. 
Major-General  KEYES,  Fort  Monroe. 
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YoRKTOWN,  April  11, 1863—8.20  a.  m. 

The  enemy  in  large  force,  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry,  have  passed 
through  Williamsburg  and  are  moving  on  Fort  Magruder.  Another 
force  of  infantry,  reported  500  strong,  have  got  on  this  side  of  the  fort. 
They  have  captured  and  destroyed  the  camp  of  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania, 
burned  the  hospital,  and  paroled  the  patients.  I  have  ordered  tbe  Sixth 
New  York  to  fall  back  toward  Yorktown.  All  communication  with 
Colonel  West  is  cut  off.  The  troops  here  are  under  arms.  If  it  be  pos 
sible  I  shall  send  re-enforcements  to  Colonel  West;  not,  however,  so  as 
to  endanger  this  post.  Can  a  boat  be  sent  up  at  once? 

EUFUS  KING, 

Brigadier-  General. 
Major-General  KEYES,  Suffolk. 


YORKTOWN,  April  11, 1863—12.30  p.  in. 

I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Colonel  West.  He  is  all  right  and 
safe  in  Fort  Magruder.  He  reports  Wise  in  front  with  his  entire  com 
mand.  The  road  is  open  between  this  point  and  Fort  Magruder.  I  have 
sent  cavalry  up  to  patrol  the  road  and  keep  me  advised  of  all  move 
ments.  Except  the  camp  and  property  of  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  and 
some  hospital  stores  we  have  lost  nothing. 

EUFUS  KING, 

Brigadier-  General. 
Major-General  KEYES,  Fort  Monroe. 


YORKTOWN,  April  11, 1863—2.30  p.  m. 

We  have  reopened  communications  with  Fort  Magruder.  Colonel 
West  has  just  telegraphed  that  everything  is  safe  there;  that  the  enemy 
are  retreating,  but  still  occupy  Williamsburg,  and  that  we  have  lost  noth 
ing  but  what  was  captured  in  the  cavalry  camp.  He  asks  for  a  fresh 
regiment  of  infantry.  I  shall  send  him  Colonel  Johnson's  regiment, 
and  will  bring  over  the  Fourth  Delaware  to  replace  them,  if  need  be. 

EUFUS  KING, 

Brigadier-  General. 
Major-General  KEYES,  Fort  Monroe. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  VIRGINIA, 

Fort  Monroe,  April  11,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  KING, 

Commanding,  Yorlttown : 

If  the  enemy  are  in  rear  of  Williamsburg  he  can  only  be  there  in 
very  small  force,  so  I  wish  you  to  send  up  Colonel  Johnson's  regiment 
to  clear  them  out  and  communicate  with  West.  If  there  be  two  gun 
boats  on  the  station  you  can  bring  over  the  Fourth  Delaware,  who 
are  plucky.  If  West  has  provisions  and  ammunition  he  can  hold 
against  10,000  men,  and  the  enemy  can't  spare  that  number ;  so  he  must 
hold  on.  I  have  asked  Admiral  Lee  to  send  a  gunboat  up  James  Eiver. 
During  the  day  the  gunboat  should  move  up  and  down  between  York- 
town  and  West's  Landing. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  VIRGINIA, 

Fort  Monroe.  April  11,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  KING,  Yorktown  : 

I  have  directed  a  stern-wheel  steamer  for  West  to  be  sent  up  it'  one 
can  be  had. 

If  West  does  not  waste  his  ammunition  he  ought  to  do  five  times  as 
much  clamage  to  the  enemy  as  he  receives.  I  cannot  understand  how 
the  500  got  below  Fort  Magruder.  Did  they  cross  the  James  Biver  $ 

Do  all  you  can  to  supply  West  and  to  encourage  him  and  his  men  to 
fight. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  VIRGINIA, 

Fort  Monroe,  April  11,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  KING,  Yorlctown  : 

Order  Colonel  West  to  cease  firing  on  Williarnsburg  unless  he  knows 
the  enemy  are  present  there  in  arms.  He  will  waste  his  ammunition. 
That  town  must  be  held  as  a  shield,  and  it  must  not  be  destroyed  ex 
cept  in  accordance  with  my  orders. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major- General. 

[APRIL  12, 1863.] 
Brigadier- General  KING: 

The  line  of  defense  at  Fort  Magruder  ought  not  to  be  given  up  lightly. 
You  ought  not  bring  away  anything  from  Gloucester  Point.  You  may, 
however,  use  your  discretion  about  sending  another  regiment  of  infantry 
toward  Williamsburg. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major-  General. 


YORKTOWN,  April  12,  1863 — 9  a.  in. 

Colonel  West  telegraphs  that  all  is  quiet  as  yet  at  the  front ;  that  the 
enemy  are  in  large  force  on  the  other  side  of  the  town.  He  recommends 
abandoning  the  town  and  establishing  his  pickets  on  this  side,  as  his 
force  is  not  strong  enough  to  guard  the  Peninsula.  We  have  taken  10 
prisoners,  one  of  them  an  officer,  who  corroborates  the  rumor  of  yester- 
terday  that  Wise  has  issued  orders  to  take  the  forts  at  all  hazards. 

RUFUS  KING, 

Brigadier-  General. 
Major-General  KEYES,  Fort  Monroe. 


YORKTOWN,  April  12,  1863—11.35  a.  m. 

Major  Chamberlin,  who  has  just  come  in  from  Fort  Magruder,  brings 
me  a  verbal  communication  from  Colonel  West  to  the  effect  that  he  thinks 
his  position  insecure  and  the  line  too  extended  to  be  successfully  de 
fended.  From  prisoners  and  deserters  he  learns  that  Wise,  who  is  in 
command  of  the  enemy's  force,  has  4,000  infantry,  500  or  600  cavalry, 
and  6  or  8  pieces  of  artillery ;  that  his  orders  from  Richmond  are  to 
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take  and  hold  Williamsburg  and  Fort  Magruder,  and  that  he  expresses 
his  determination  to  do  so.  The  prisoners  say  that  their  attack  yester 
day  would  have  succeeded  if  the  infantry  that  came  around  in  rear  of  our 
cavalry  camp>  had  not  been  too  late.  They  also  report  that  Longstreet 
was  to  have  attacked  Suffolk  and  Fitzhugh  Lee  Gloucester  at  the  same 
time  that  Wise  assailed  our  front.  Colonel  West  thinks  that  it  will  be 
difficult  to  hold  his  position  without  more  infantry.  He  would  also  like 
two  more  12-pounders.  Unless  he  can  be  thus  re-enforced  he  advises 
an  abandonment  of  the  present  line  and  the  establishment  of  a  new  and 
shorter  one,  say  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  brick  hospital.  A  tug-boat 
came  down  James  Eiver  as  far  as  King's  Mill  Landing  yesterday  and 
went  up  again.  Wise,  with  his  troops,  is  still  at  Williamsburg  await 
ing  re-enforcements,  as  is  said,  though  the  attack  may  be  renewed  at 
any  moment.  All  quiet  thus  far  to-day. 

RUFUS  KING, 

Brigadier-  Genera  I. 
Major-General  KEYES. 

YORKTOWN,  April  12, 1863 — 4  p.  m. 

Colonel  West  telegraphed  an  hour  ago  that  the  enemy  were  reported 
to  be  advancing,  and  that  his  troops  were  under  arms;  but  as  we  have 
heard  no  firing,  the  report  was  probably  unfounded. 

Fourteen  rebel  prisoners,  two  of  them  lieutenants,  have  arrived  here 
from  Fort  Magruder.    They  will  be  sent  to  Fort  Monroe  in  the  morning. 
Are  we  to  continue  to  supply  the  patients  in  the  insane  asylum  at 
Williamsburg? 

RTJFUS  KING, 

Brigadier-  General. 
Major- General  KEYES,  Norfolk. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  VIRGINIA, 

April  12, 1863—4  p.  m. 
Brigadier- General  KING,  Yorktown,  Va.: 

Until  you  receive  further  dispatches  from  me,  do  as  circumstances  re 
quire;  but  I  do  not  advise  sending  up  any  artillery  to  Williamsburg.  I 
think  it  will  be  far  more  dangerous  to  withdraw  from  that  line  than  to 
hold  it. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major-General. 
P.  S.— Keep  me  advised  by  telegraph. 


YORKTOWN,  VA.,  April  12,  1863. 

I  do  not  think  the  line  of  defense  now  established  will  be  given  up. 
Colonel  West  is  confident  that  he  can  hold  his  ground.  No  change  will 
be  made  at  Gloucester  Point  unless  unforeseen  circumstances  require 
it.  I  shall  keep  a  gunboat  lying  off  Queen's  Creek,  which  will  communi 
cate  with  Colonel  West. 

Three  more  prisoners  were  brought  in  to-night  and  others  on  the  way. 
Everything  quiet. 

KUFUS  KING, 

Brigadier-  General. 
Major-General  KEYES. 
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YoRKTOWN,  April  12,  1863—10.20  p.  m. 

I  have  just  received  a  dispatch  from  Fort  Magruder.  All  quiet  there, 
but  an  attack  on  the  redoubts  is  expected  in  the  morning.  Colonel 
West  suggests  that  a  gunboat  stationed  off  College  Creek,  in  James 
River,  would  prevent  the  enemy  from  turning  his  left  and  thus  proba 
bly  enable  him  to  keep  his  line  unbroken. 

KUFUS  KING, 

Brigadier-  General. 
Major-General  KEYES,  Norfolk. 


YORKTOWN,  April  12,  1863—0  a.  m. 
Colonel  WEST,  Fort  Magruder : 

Do  as  you  think  best  about  drawing  your  pickets  in  closer  to  the  forts. 
Keep  me  advised  of  any  change  in  the  situation  of  affairs  and  of  your 
wants.  General  Keyes  telegraphs  from  Norfolk  that  the  line  between 
Williamsburg  and  Yorktown  must  be  held  at  all  hazards. 

KUFUS  KING, 
Brigadier-  General. 


FORT  MAGRUDER,  April  12, 1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  C.  SUYDAM: 

I  did  not  understand  by  your  last  dispatch  whether  Colonel  John 
son's  regiment  is  to  remain  here  or  return.  He  wants  to  know  so  as 
to  provide  himself  and  fix  camp  where  they  are.  There  are  no  bridges 
on  King's  and  College  Creeks.  The  enemy  did  not  cross  the  creek ; 
they  stole  down  along  College  Creek  and  so  around  by  the  Brick 
Church  road.  They  cannot  do  it  again  without  my  knowledge. 

BOB'T  M.  WEST, 
Commanding  Advance  Brigade. 


APRIL  12,  1863. 
Colonel  WEST: 

Colonel  Johnson's  regiment  will  remain  with  you  for  the  present. 
He  had  better  get  five  days'  supplies. 

C.  C.  SUYDAM, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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APEIL  11-MAY  4,  1863.—  Siege  of  Suffolk,  Va. 

O3J1  THE    IPRIIN'CIIP-AJL, 


April        11,  1863.  —  Confederate  forces,  under  command  of  Lieut.  Gen.  James  Long- 

street,  advance  upon  Suffolk. 

Skirmish  on  the  South  Quay  Road,  near  the  Blackwater. 

12-13,  1863.—  Skirmishes  on  the  Edenton,  Providence  Church,  and  Somerton 
Koads. 

14,  1863.  —  Engagement  at  the  mouth  of  West  Branch  and  near  the  Norfleet 

House,  Nansemond  River. 

15,  1863.  —  Engagement  near  the  Norfleet  House. 

Skirmish  on  the  Edenton  Eoad. 
17,  1863.—  Skirmishing  generally  along  the  lines. 
19,  1863.—  Capture  of  Battery  Huger,  Hill's  Point. 

23,  1863.—  Affair  at  Chuckatuck. 

24,  1863.  -Skirmish  on  the  Edenton  Road. 
May           1,  1863.—  Skirmish  at  South  Quay  Bridge. 

2-  4,  1863.—  Confederate  forces  retire  from  Suffolk. 

3,  1863.  —  Skirmishes  near  Hill's  Point  and  Reed's  Ferry,  Nansemond  River. 

Skirmish  at  Chuckatuck. 

Reconnaissance  on  the  Providence  Church  Road. 

4,  1863.—  Skirmish  at  Leesville. 

REPORTS,   ETC.* 

No.    1.—  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  Department  of  Vir 

ginia,  with  congratulatory  orders,  t 
No.    2.  —  Abstract  from  "Record  of  Events"  in  the  Department  of  Virginia,  April 

11-May  4. 
No.    3.—  Capt.  Charles  L.  Davis,  Eighty-second  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  Chief  Signal 

Officer. 

No.    4.  —  Maj.  Gen.  John  J.  Peck,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Suffolk.  t 
No.    5.  —  Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces. 
No.    6.  —  Brig.  Gen.  Michael  Corcoran,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division,  Sev 

enth  Army  Corps. 
No.    7.—  Maj.  Alexander  G.  Patton,  First  New  York  Mounted  Rifles,  of  skirmish  on 

the  Edenton  Road,  April  15. 
No.    8.  —  Itinerary  of  the  First  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  D.  Terry,  U.  S.  Army,  com 

manding,  April  11-30. 
No.    9.—  Col.  Robert  S.  Foster,  Thirteenth  Indiana  Infantry,  commanding  Second 

Brigade. 

No.  10.  —  Lieut.  Col.  John  McConihe,  One  hundred  and  sixty-ninth  New  York  Infantry. 
No.  11.  —  Itinerary  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Col.  Mathew  Murphy,  One  hundred  and 

eighty-second  New  York  Infantry,  commanding,  April  9-May  3. 
No.  12.—  Col.  William  McEvily,  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  New  York  Infantry. 
No.  13.  —  Itinerary  of  the  Reserve  Brigade,  Col.  David  W.  Wardrop,  Ninety-ninth  New 

York  Infantry,  commanding,  April  24-May  1. 
No.  14.  —  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  C.  Dodge,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Southeast  Front. 

*  For  reports  of  Actg.  Rear-  Admiral  S.  P.  Lee,  Lieuts.  W.  B.  Cushing  and  R.  H. 
Lamson,  and  Actg.  Master  C.  H.  Brown,  U.  S.  Navy,  see  Annual  Report  of  the  Secre 
tary  of  the  Navy,  December  7,  1863. 

t  See  also  dispatches  between  Keyes,  Dix,  Hooker,  and  Peck,  April  11-May  4,  and 
Dix's  and  Peck's  telegrams  to  Halleck,  in  ,"  Correspondence,  etc.,"jpo«(. 
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No.  15.— Brig.  Gen.  George  W.  Getty,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Division,  Ninth 

Army  Corps. 
No.  16. — Col.  Harrison  S.  Fairchild,  Eighty-ninth  New  York  Infantry,  commanding 

First  Brigade. 

No.  17.— Col.  William  R.  Pease,  One  hundred  and  seventeenth  New  York  Infantry. 
No.  18. — Brig.  Gen.  Edward  Harland,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Brigade. 
No.  10.— Col.  John  E.  Ward,  Eighth  Connecticut  Infantry,  of  the  capture  of  Battery 

linger,  April  19. 

No.  20.— Col.  Griffin  A.  Stedman,  jr.,  Eleventh  Connecticut  Infantry. 
No.  at.— Col.  Arthur  II.  Button,  Twenty-first  Connecticut  Infantry,  commanding 

Third  Brigade. 

No.  22.— Maj.  Hiram  B.  Crosby,  Twenty-first  Connecticut  Infantry. 
No.  23.— Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Gordon,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Reserve  Division,  of 

operations  May  1-4. 
No.  24.— Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  G.  French,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  Department  of 

Southern  Virginia. 
No.  25.— Maj.  L.  M.  Shumaker,  C.  S.  Artillery,  Chief  of  Artillery,  of  the  capture  of 

Battery  linger,  April  19. 

No.  26.— Maj.  F.  J.  Boggs,  C.  S.  Artillery,  of  the  capture  of  Battery  linger,  April  19. 
No.  27.— Maj.  James  Dearing,  C.  S.  Artillery,  of  the  capture  of  Battery  Huger,  April  19. 
No.  28.— Capt.  Robert  M.  Stribling,  Fauquier  Artillery,  of  the  capture  of  Battery 

Huger,  April  19. 
No.  29. — Lieut.  Col.  John  A.  Jones,  Forty-fourth  Alabama  Infantry,  of  the  capture  of 

Battery  Huger,  April  19. 
No.  HO.— Col.  John  K.  Connally,  Fifty-fifth  North  Carolina  Infantry,  of  the  capture  of 

Battery  Huger,  April  19. 
No.  31. — Maj.  Gen.  George  E.  Pickett,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Division,  of  skirmish 

on  the  Edenton  Road,  April  24. 

NO.   1. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  Depart 
ment  of  Virginia,  with  congratulatory  oraers. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  April  19, 18G3. 

I  deem  it  due  to  the  forces  at  Suffolk  to  notice  briefly  tlieir  gallant 
conduct  during  the  last  six  days.  On  Tuesday  General  Peck's  right  was 
attacked  and  the  enemy's  advance  was  gallantly  met  by  Colonel  Foster's 
light  troops,  driving  him  back  to  the  line  of  his  pickets;  Anderson's 
division  was  engaged  at  the  same  time  on  the  water  front  with  our 
gunboats  and  batteries,  and  suffered  materially.  On  Wednesday  a 
rebel  battery  of  20-pounder  rifled  guns  was  effectually  silenced,  and 
an  attack  on  the  Smith  Briggs,  an  armed  quartermaster's  boat,  was 
repulsed.  Repeated  attempts  have  been  made  on  our  lines  but  have 
all  been  foiled.  The  storming  of  the  enemy's  battery  near  the  West 
Branch  of  the  Nansemond  by  General  Getty  and  the  gunboats  under 
Lieutenant  Lam  son  of  the  Navy,  and  the  capture  of  six  guns  and  200 
prisoners  closes  the  operations  of  the  six  days  against  the  enemy's 
large  force  very  satisfactory. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Gen  era  I-  in-  Chitf. 
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HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  May  23,  18G;S. 

GENERAL  :  In  the  latter  part  of  September  last  the  town  of  Suffolk 
was  threatened  by  the  enemy,  who  had  concentrated  a  large  force  on 
the  Blackwater.  Brigadier-General  Ferry,  who  commanded  at  Suffolk, 
made  the  best  practicable  arrangement  of  his  troops  to  meet  the  enemy's 
advance,  but  the  jdace  was  entirely  without  intrenchments.  It  had 
been  occupied  from  the  time  the  enemy  evacuated  Norfolk,  but  without 
any  definite  purpose,  except  as  an  advanced  position  from  which  the 
country  east  of  the  Blackwater  and  Chowan  and  between  the  James 
Kiver  and  Albemarle  Sound  might  be  watched  and  the  land  communi 
cation  be  kept  up  between  Norfolk  and  North  Carolina  east  of  the 
Dismal  Swamp. 

I  suggested  last  autumn  the  relinquishment  of  this  position  on  account 
of  some  inherent  objections  to  it,  since  explained  in  my  letter  of  May 
10th  instant,  and  the  occupation  of  a  more  defensible  line  nearer  Nor 
folk.  It  was  decided  at  that  time  to  hold  it,  and  Major-General  Peck, 
whom  I  ordered  to  take  command  at  Suffolk  on  September  22,  and  in 
whose  experience,  discretion,  and  military  skill  1  had  entire  confidence, 
immediately  commenced  the  execution  of  a  system  of  intrenchments 
planned  by  himself,  which  the  physical  conformation  of  the  place  and 
the  contiguous  country  necessarily  rendered  very  extensive.  For  six 
months  a  portion  of  the  troops  under  his  command  were  diligently  en 
gaged  in  the  construction  of  these  works. 

With  a  view  to  have  them  fully  occupied  and  to  inure  them  to  more 
active  service  I  directed  him  to  keep  about  one-third  of  his  force  con 
stantly  iii  motion  and  to  harass  the  enemy  on  the  Blackwater  by  all 
practical  means.  My  directions  were  carried  out  with  good  judgment 
and  with  very  satisfactory  results.  Frequent  expeditions  were  made ; 
the  enemy  was  repeatedly  attacked.  In  nearly  every  renconter  the 
advantage  was  on  our  side;  prisoners  were  taken,  munitions  of  war 
were  captured,  and  a  rocket  battery  fell  into  onr  hands.  While  engaged 
in  these  labors  and  active  movements  General  Peck,  by  constant  atten 
tion,  brought  his  command  to  an  excellent  state  of  discipline. 

On  April  11  the  enemy  suddenly  advanced  with  a  large  force,  com 
manded  by  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet,  which  had  been  quietly  as 
sembled  on  the  Blackwater,  intending  to  take  Suffolk  by  assault ;  but 
finding  the  place  well  prepared  for  defense,  after  repeated  unsuccessful 
attempts  on  our  lines  in  all  of  which  he  was  signally  repulsed,  he  sat 
down  before  it  and  commenced  an  investment  according  to  the  most 
approved  principles  of  military  science.  The  details  of  all  the  opera 
tions  of  the  siege,  which  terminated  at  the  end  of  twenty-two  days  by 
his  retreat  in  the  night,  are  fully  given  in  the  report  of  Major-General 
Peck,  which  I  have  the*  honor  to  transmit  herewith. 

When  the  enemy  appeared  before  Suffolk  I  was  in  the  city  of  New 
York  with  leave  of  absence  for  a  few  days  on  a  surgeon's  certificate  of 
disability. 

On  the  following  day  (Sunday,  April  12)  I  received  a  dispatch  in 
forming  me  of  the  enemy's  presence  and  I  left  the  same  evening,  reach 
ing  Suffolk  on  Tuesday  morning,  the  14th.  From  this  time  I  was  every 
alternate  day  at  Suffolk  and  on  the  Nansemond  Kiver,  where  the  gun 
boats  belonging  to  the  blockading  squadron  of  Admiral  Lee  were  en 
gaged  with  the  enemy's  batteries,  being  thus  enabled  to  bear  testimony 
from  personal  observation  to  the  good  conduct  of  all  concerned  in 
resisting  the  enemy's  advance.  The  large  force  of  the  enemy,  amount- 
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ing  to  some  35,000  men,  and  the  character  of  the  Upper  Nansemond — 
running  back  to  the  rear  7  miles  with  a  very  narrow  channel  and  afford 
ing  very  extraordinary  facilities  for  cutting  off  our  communications  with 
Norfolk — rendered  incessant  vigilance  necessary  to  defeat  his  purpose, 
and  unremitting  labor  to  cover  weak  points  with  additional  works.  The 
successful  termination  of  the  investment  is  due  in  a  great  degree  to 
the  industry  of  Major-General  Peck  in  putting  his  position  in  a  state 
of  defense,  the  judicious  arrangements  made  to  repel  attacks  upon  his 
works,  and  his  unslumbering  vigilance  from  the  advance  of  the  enemy's 
forces  to  their  final  retreat;  and  I  desire  to  acknowledge  his  great  prompt 
itude  in  carrying  out  all  my  suggestions  and  orders  and  his  good  judg 
ment  in  the  far  more  numerous  exigencies  in  which  he-acted  on  his  own 
discretion. 

To  his  officers  and  men  the  highest  praise  is  due  for  their  gallantry 
in  the  face  of  the  enemy  and  their  zealous  devotion  to  all  their  duties, 
including  the  construction  of  extended  and  heavy  intrenchments — the 
least  attractive  but  often  the  most  essential  service  of  an  army  in  the 
field.  Particular  reference  is  due  to  Brigadier- General  Getty,  who  was 
placed  in  charge  of  the  Nansemond,  the  most  vulnerable  part  of  our  line, 
and  under  whose  direction  a  portion  of  our  force  was  thrown  across  the 
river  and  a  battery  of  five  guns  carried  by  storm. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Admiral  Lee,  who  co-operated  by  means  of  his 
gunboats  in  preventing  the  enemy  from  crossing  the  Nansemond,  and 
to  Lieutenants  Gushing,  Lamson,  and  Harris,  who  displayed  great  cool 
ness,  gallantry,  and  good  judgment  in  the  management  of  their  vessels. 
Lieutenant  Lamson  deserves  particular  mention  as  having  suggested 
the  capture  of  the  battery  on  the  river  and  having  aided  General  Getty 
in  carrying  the  plan  into  execution.  I  desire  to  refer  to  the  report  of 
Major-General  Peck  for  a  more  particular  mention  of  the  services  of  his 
officers  and  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Generdl-in-  Chief. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  A.  0., 
No.  32.  j  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  May  6,  1863. 

The  major-general  commanding  congratulates  Major-General  Peck 
and  the  troops  under  his  command  at  Suffolk  on  the  sudden  retreat  of 
the  enemy  to  the  Blackwater,  after  a  close  investment  of  the  place  for 
more  than  three  weeks  by  a  superior  force  led  by  some  of  the  most  dis 
tinguished  generals  in  the  service  of  the  insurgents.  The  enemy  has 
sustained  a  loss  of  five  guns,  and  not  less  than  1,500  men  in  prisoners, 
killed,  wounded,  and  deserters,  while  ours  is  limited  to  a  comparatively 
small  number  of  killed  and  wounded.  For  this  result  the  highest  praise 
is  due  to  Major-General  Peck,  through  whose  untiring  industry  and 
good  judgment  during  the  last  six  months  the  place  has  been  strongly 
fortified,  and  through  whose  watchfulness  it  has  been  held  during  the 
investment.  The  same  high  praise  is  due  to  the  troops  under  his  com 
mand  and  to  their  officers.  Their  courage  and  vigilance,  their  firmness 
in  resisting  the  enemy's  attacks,  their  gallantry  in  assaulting  him  in  his 
works  on  repeated  occasions  deserve  the  heartfelt  thanks  which  the 
major-general  commanding  hereby  tenders  to  them. 

The  major-general  commanding  avails  himself  of  the  occasion  to  ac- 
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knowledge  the  gallant  and  efficient  co-operation  of  the  gunboats  sent 
by  Admiral  Lee  into  the  JSansemond,  under  Lieutenants  Gushing  and 
Larnson,  in  silencing  the  enemy's  batteries,  in  resisting  the  enemy's 
attempts  to  cross  the  river,  and  especially  the  assistance  lent  by  the 
latter  to  General  Getty  in  capturing  five  of  the  enemy's  guus. 
Bv  command  of  Major-General  Dix : 

D.  T.  VAN  BUKEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  2. 

Abstract  from  "Record  of  Events"  in  Department  of  Virginia,  April  11- 

May  4.* 

April  11. — The  enemy  advanced  upon  Suffolk,  Va.,  from  Blackwater, 
drove  in  our  pickets,  capturing  the  outpost  of  cavalry  on  South  Quay 
road,  and  was  not  checked  until  within  artillery  range,  when  he  was 
driven  back. 

April  12. — He  advanced  on  the  Somerton  road,  but  was  repulsed, 
retiring  hastily,  and  our  infantry  pickets  were  posted  on  the  original 
lines. 

April  13. — The  enemy  concentrated  along  the  Nansemond,  erected 
heavy  batteries,  and  succeeded  in  blockading  the  river ;  he  failed  in  all 
his  attempts  to  effect  a  crossing.  The  gunboats  and  our  batteries  were 
almost  incessantly  engaged  and  several  times  silenced  the  enemy's 
batteries. 

April  19. — The  enemy  opened  on  the  gunboats  from  Fort  Huger.  A 
plan  was  immediately  agreed  upon  by  General  Getty  and  Lieutenant 
Lainson,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  cross  the  river  and  attack  the  fort.  The  gun 
boats  and  batteries  opened  upon  it  impetuously.  In  the  mean  time  a 
detachment  from  the  Eighty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers  and  from  the 
Eighth  Connecticut  crossed  on  the  gunboat  Stepping  Stones  and  stormed 
the  fort,  and  were  highly  successful,  capturing  five  pieces  of  artillery, 
two  20-pounder  Parrotts  and  three  12-pounder  howitzers;  also  129  pris 
oners,  including  9  officers. 

April  20. — Major  Stratton,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  visited 
Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  and  found  it  abandoned  by  our  forces. 

April  27. — A  reconnaissance  in  force  was  made  upon  the  enemy's  right 
flank  on  the  Edenton  road,  also  on  the  Somerton,  and  after  some  skir 
mishing  the  enemy  was  driven  from  his  rifle-pits  back  upon  his  main 
line.  Two  transports  ran  the  blockade  under  the  volunteer  pilotage  of 
Lieutenants  Eowe  and  Horton,  Ninety-ninth  New  York  Yolunteers. 
Many  shots  were  fired  by  the  enemy,  but  little  damage  was  done  to  the 
steamers. 

April  28,  29,  and  30. — Skirmishing  on  the  river  between  our  gunboats 
and  the  enemy. 

The  following  re-enforcements  arrived  during  the  month: 

April  12. — Ninth  New  York  Yolunteers,  assigned  to  Getty's  division. 

April  14. — Nineteenth  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  assigned  to  Getty's  di 
vision  (transferred  April  28). 

April  16  and  17. — Two  brigades  assigned  to  Abercrombie's  division, 
consisting  of  eight  regiments ;  one  regiment  transferred  to  General  Cor- 
coran's  division. 

April  18. — One  hundred  and  seventeenth  New  York  Volunteers,  as- 

*  From  Returns  of  Seventh  Army  Corps  for  April  and  May,  1863. 
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signed  to  General  Getty,  and  One  hundred  arid  sixty-ninth  New  York 
Volunteers,  assigned  to  General  Corcoran. 

April  19.— Detachment  of  the  Third  New  York  Volunteers  and  the 
First  Delaware,  Sixteenth  and  Nineteenth  New  York  Batteries. 

April  17. — The  Ninth  Vermont  was  assigned  to  General  Getty  and 
transferred,  April  24,  to  the  Eeserve  Brigade.  The  Twenty-sixth  Michi 
gan  and  One  hundred  and  fifty-second  New  York  assigned  to  General 
Corcoran. 

April  22. — The  Tenth  New  Jersey  was  assigned  to  General  Corcoran 
and  the  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  New  York  assigned  to  Reserve 
Brigade. 

The  following  officers  were  killed  and  wounded  during  the  month : 

April  8. — Captain  Bowdish,  commissary  of  subsistence;  killed  by  ac 
cident  on  the  railroad. 

April  12. — Lieut.  Col.  Edgar  A.  Kimball,  Ninth  New  York  Volun 
teers  ;  killed  by  Brig.  Gen.  M.  Corcoran  while  on  duty. 

April  23.— Capt.  John  E.  White,  Ninety-ninth  New  York  Volun 
teers  ;  wounded  by  rebel  sharpshooters. 

April  24. — Surg.  James  Wilson,  Ninety-ninth  New  York  Volunteers; 
wounded  by  rebel  sharpshooters.  Second  Lieut.  B.  Conron,  Thirteenth 
Indiana  Volunteers;  killed  in  skirmish  on  Somertonroad.  Col.  C.  Buell, 
One  hum 'red  and  sixty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers;  wounded  in  skir 
mish  on  Somerton  road.  Maj.  Alonzo  Alden,  One  hundred  and  sixty- 
ninth  New  York  Volunteers ;  wounded  in  skirmish  on  Somerton  road. 

April  15.— Capt.  J.McAnally,  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  New  York 
Volunteers ;  wounded  in  the  skirmish  on  Edenton  road. 

April  24. — Second  Lieut.  T.  J.  Cantwell,  One  hundred  and  sixty-fourth 
New  York  Volunteers ;  wounded  in  the  skirmish  on  Edenton  road. 

May  1. — The  Ninety-ninth  New  York  Volunteers  had  a  skirmish  with 
the  enemy  on  South  Quay  road,  near  Suffolk.  Loss:  killed,  4;  wounded,  42. 

May  2. — Two  companies  of  the  Third  Pennsylvania  Artillery  reported. 

May 3. — Reconnaissance  on  the  Petersburg  road  by  General  Getty; 
enemy  driven  from  their  rifle-pits  on  their  main  line.  Loss,  killed  and 
wounded,  60.  After  dark  the  enemy  abandoned  the  siege  of  Suffolk,  re 
tiring  in  haste  toward  the  Blackwater. 

May  4. — Colonel  Foster  commenced  pursuit  after  the  enemy,  coining  on 
the  rear  guard  at  Leesville,  which  were  dispersed  and  most  of  them  cap 
tured.  General  Corcoran  pursued  them  on  the  Edenton  road,  General 
Terry  on  the  South  Quay  road,  and  a  cavalry  detachment  on  the  Peters 
burg  road,  but  all  were  unable  to  come  across  any  force.  Many  prisoners 
were  captured,  mostly  stragglers  (about  250),  including  4  officers.  One 
hundred  and  thirty  signified  their  willingness  to  take  the  oath  of  alle 
giance  and  were  sent  North. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Capt.  Charles  L.  Davis,  Eighty -second  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 

Chief  Signal  Officer. 

OFFICE  OF  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER,  DEPT.  OF  VA., 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  May  9,  1863. 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  Signal  Corps  in  the  siege  of  Suffolk,  lasting  from 
April  11  to  May  2: 
For  some  months  past  I  have  had  a  signal  station  on  a  tree  near  the 
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crossing  of  the  Seaboard  and  Boanoke  and  Norfolk  and  Petersburg  Bail- 
roads,  to  which  the  pickets  on  the  South  Quay  and  Carrsville  roads  were 
instructed  to  report  for  orders  in  case  of  attack.  Through  this  station 
the  commanding  general  at  Suffolk  was  kept  informed  of  movements  on 
the  front  toward  the  Blackwater. 

This  station  stood  at  the  junction  of  two  roads,  on  each  of  which  a 
company  of  cavalry  was  stationed  1,200  yards  in  advance. 

At  3.30  p.  in.  April  11  a  contraband  reported  to  the  officer  (Lieuten 
ant  Thayer)  on  duty  at  this  station  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  in 
force  on  both  roads  and  only  a  few  miles  distant.  Through  the  extraor 
dinary  promptness  of  this  officer  this  information  was  immediately 
transmitted  to  General  Peck  by  Lieutenant  Strong,  who  received  it  by 
signals  at  Suffolk.  A  few  minutes  afterward  Lieutenant  Thayer  (notic 
ing  the  cavalry  soldiers  coming  in  at  a  furious  rate,  riding  barebacked) 
sent  to  General  Peck  by  signals  the  message,  "Pickets  driven  in. 
Be-enforcements  needed." 

In  the  absence  of  a  commissioned  officer  to  command  the  infantry 
pickets  Lieutenant  Thayer  took  command  and  made  such  disposition 
of  them  as  he  thought  necessary  to  check  the  advance  of  the  enemy's 
vanguard  and  prevent  the  cutting  off  of  the  cavalry  pickets  on  the 
South  Quay  road. 

This  action  he  immediately  reported  by  signals  to  General  Peck,  and 
while  so  doing  the  enemy  opened  fire  with  their  sharpshooters  on  Lieu 
tenant  Thayer  and  his  flagmen  (Privates  A.  H.  Eames  and  W.  J.  Mott), 
who  were  located  in  the  top  of  a  high  tree  performing  their  duty,  and 
so  remained  until  the  arrival  of  a  regiment  of  cavalry,  when  Lieutenant 
Thayer  was  ordered  to  abandon  his  post  and  come  in. 

On  the  12th  I  was  notified  by  telegraph  that  signal  supplies  and  offi 
cers  were  needed  at  Suffolk,  The  supplies  were  promptly  sent,  and  I 
received  orders  from  the  commanding  general  of  the  department  to 
proceed  there  at  once,  taking  with  me  such  officers  as  could  be  spared 
from  elsewhere. 

Communication  was  immediately  opened  by  Captain  Tamblyn  between 
the  signal  tower  (which,  had  been  previously  erected  in  the  town  of  Suf 
folk  for  this  very  emergency)  and  the  fronts,  commanded  by  Generals 
Terry,  Corcoran,  and  Dodge.  These  lines  of  communication  were  con 
stantly  employed  in  transmitting  intelligence  as  to  the  movements  of 
the  enemy. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  a  message  was  received  from  Lieutenant 
Strong,  on  General  Terry's  front,  that  the  enemy  had  established  a  sig 
nal  station  at  the  junction  of  the  Seaboard  and  Boanoke  and  Norfolk 
and  Petersburg  Bailroads  and  were  signaling.  This  information  I  im 
mediately  gave  to  General  Peck,  and  was  directed  by  him  to  ascer 
tain  from  Captain  Lee  whether  he  could  shell  the  enemy  from  their 
position,  and  if  so,  direct  him  to  do  it.  Captain  Lee,  from  his  gunboat 
in  the  Nansemond  Biver,  immediately  opened  his  fire,  and  being  en 
tirely  unable  to  see  where  his  shot  struck  on  account  of  the  intervening 
woods  he  was  directed  in  his  firing  by  signals.  The  point  where  each 
shot  struck,  with  directions  as  to  change  of  range,  was  given  him  through 
signals  by  Lieutenant  Thayer,  who  noted  the  effect  of  each  shot  from 
the  tower  in  Suffolk  and  transmitted  the  same  to  Captain  Lee  by  sig 
nals.  After  firing  a  number  of  shots,  most  of  which  struck  well,  Lieu 
tenant  Thayer  signaled  to  Captain  Lee  that  the  enemy's  signal  station 
was  abandoned. 

On  the  14th  Lieutenant  Young,  stationed  at  headquarters  of  General 
(Jor.corau,  at  Fort  Union,  together  with  numerous  other  messages,  trans,, 
18  n  B — VOL  xvin 
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initted  the  information  from  General  Corcoran  to  General  Peck  that  the 
enemy  had  attacked  on  the  Somerton  road.  Promptly  orders  were 
returned  to  General  Corcoran  to  open  fire.  These  messages  were  trans 
mitted  while  the  shells  of  the  enemy  were  falling  around  them  and  evi 
dently  directed  at  the  signal  flag  of  Lieutenant  Young,  who,  with  his  flag 
man  (Private  J.  W.  Brown),  exhibited  great  coolness  during  the  attack. 

These  lines  of  communication  were  kept  open  and  transmitting  much 
valuable  information  until  the  16th,  when,  the  enemy  threatening  to 
cross  the  Kansemond  Eiver  and  attack  our  right  and  rear,  General  Peck 
directed  communication  to  be  opened  with  General  Getty's  front  and 
the  forces  on  the  STansemond.  Captain  Tamblyn  was  therefore  directed 
to  break  up  communication  with  the  other  fronts,  as  of  less  importance, 
and  open  a  line  down  the  ISTansemond  Eiver.  This  was  accomplished 
in  a  very  short  time,  and  the  line  was  constantly  used  in  transmitting 
important,  and,  in  some  cases,  confidential  messages  between  the  dif 
ferent  stations.  This  line  was  composed  of  four  stations,  and  the  offi 
cers  and  men  operating  them  were  all  so  constantly  on  duty,  night  and 
day,  sleeping  and  eating  only  when  a  short  leisure  would  permit,  that 
without  relief  some  of  them  must  have  succumbed  had  not  matters 
taken  a  change. 

This  line  of  communication  was  kept  open  and  (until  the  raising  of 
the  siege  and  departure  of  the  enemy)  was  continually  useful. 

A  field  telegraph  train  would  have  been  of  eminent  utility  in  this 
locality,  and  I  shall  have  one  or  more  of  these  trains  at  my  disposal  in 
a  few  days. 

In  closing  this  report  I  wish  to  state  that  officers  and  men  all  stood 
up  to  their  duty  nobly  and  when  nearly  worn-out  with  fatigue  by 
watching  and  working  night  and  day  and  under  fire  of  the  enemy.  To 
Capt.  W.  Tamblyn,  acting  signal  officer,  the  senior  officer  of  that  part 
of  my  detachment  at  Suffolk,  great  credit  is  due  for  his  faithful  super 
vision  of  affairs. 

Lieuts.  A.  M.  Thayer,  E.  P.  Strong,  George  F.  Young,  and  H.  E. 
Murray,  acting  signal  officers,  deserve  special  mention  for  having  stood 
faithfully  to  their  duties  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters. 

Flagmen  A.  H.  Eames,  W.  J.  Mott,  C.  H.  Treadwell,  and  J.  W. 
Brown  performed  their  duties  faithfully,  even  when  the  flag  they  held 
in  their  hands  was  the  special  mark  of  the  enemy. 

I  inclose  herewith  a  map,  showing  the  different  lines  of  communica 
tion  had  by  signals.  The  small  red  flags  indicate  the  stations  and  the 
dotted  lines  the  lines  of  communication  had  at  different  times. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELES  L.  DAVIS, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Department  of  Virginia. 

Lieut.  Col.  Louis  H.  PELOUZE,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


^o.  4. 
Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Jolin  J.  Peck,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Suffolk. 

HEADQUARTERS  UNITED  STATES  FORCES, 

Suffolk,  Va.,  May  5,  1803. 

COLONEL:  On  September  22,  1862,  I  was  ordered  to  Suffolk,  with 
about  9,000  men,  to  repel  the  advance  of  Generals  Pettigrew  and  French 
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from  the  Blackwafcer,  with  15,000  men.  No  artificial  defenses  were 
found  nor  Lad  any  plan  been  prepared.  Situated  at  the  head  of  the 
Nansemood  Eiver,  with  the  railways  to  Petersburg  and  Weldon,  Suffolk 
is  the  key  to  all  the  approaches  to  the  mouth  of  the  James  Eiver  on  the 
north  of  the  Dismal  Swamp.  Regarding  the  James  as  second  only  in 
importance  to  the  Mississippi  for  the  Confederates  and  believing  that 
sooner  or  later  they  would  withdraw  their  armies  from  the  barren  wastes 
of  Northern  Virginia  to  the  line  of  the  James  and  attempt  the  recovery 
of  Portsmouth  and  Norfolk  as  ports  for  their  iron-clads  and  contraband 
trade,  I  prepared  a  system,  and  on  the  25th  commenced  Fort  Dix.  From 
that  time  until  the  present  I  spared  no  pains  for  placing  the  line  of  the 
river  and  swamp  in  a  state  of  defense.  My  labors  alarmed  the  authori 
ties  at  Richmond,  who  believed  I  was  preparing  a  base  for  a  grand 
movement  upon  the  rebel  capital,  and  the  whole  of  the  Blackwater  was 
fortified,  as  well  as  Cypress  Swamp  and  Birchen  and  Chipoak  Rivers. 
This  line  rests  upon  the  James  near  Fort  Powhatan. 

About  February  26  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet  was  detached  from 
Lee's  army  and  placed  in  command  of  the  Department  of  Virginia,  with 
headquarters  at  Petersburg.  Of  his  corps,  15,000  were  on  the  Black- 
water  arid  15,000  between  Petersburg  and  the  river,  near  the  railway. 
This  distribution  enabled  him  to  concentrate  in  twenty  four  hours  within 
a,  few  miles  of  Suffolk  and  looked  threatening.  Reports  were  circulated 
and  letters  written  to  the  effect  that  Longstreet  was  in  South  Carolina 
and  Tennessee  with  all  his  forces  with  the  view  of  throwing  me  off  my 
guard. 

My  information  was  reliable,  and  I  fully  advised  the  department  of  the 
presence  of  this  force,  and  on  March  14  Getty's  division  (Ninth  Corps) 
reported  for  duty.  Early  in  April  deserters  reported  troops  moving  to 
the  Blackwater,  that  many  bridges  were  being  constructed,  and  that  a 
pontoon  train  had  arrived  from  Petersburg. 

On  the  Gth  I  was  advised  that  General  Foster  was  in  great  need  ot 
troops  and  asked  to  send  him  3,000.  I  replied  that  no  soldiers  ought 
to  leave  the  department,  but  I  would  spare  that  number  provided  they 
could  be  supplied  at  short  notice. 

On  the  10th,  at  4.30  p.  m.,  as  the  troop  train  was  leaving,  I  was  in 
formed  of  the  contents  of  a  captured  mail  by  General  Viele  to  the  effect 
that  General  Longstreet  would  attack  me  at  once  with  from  40,000  to 
60,000;  that  he  had  maps,  plans,  and  a  statement  of  my  force,  and  that 
General  Hill  would  co-operate. 

On  the  llth  Hood's  division  followed  up  my  cavalry,  returning  from 
Blackwater  on  the  South  Quay  road,  and  about  4  p.  m.  captured,  with 
out  a  shot,  the  cavalry  outposts.  Others  followed  on  other  roads  and  a 
surprise  in  open  day  was  attempted.  The  signal  officers,  under  Cap 
tain  Tamblyn,  rendered  most  signal  service.  Lieutenant  Thayer  held 
his  station  for  a  long  time  in  spite  of  the  riflemen  about  him. 

On  the  12th,  about  noon,  Pickett's  division  advanced  on  the  Soinerton 
and  Jenkins'  on  the  Edenton  road,  and  a  large  column  on  the  river  by 
the  Providence  Church  road.  Much  fine  skirmishing  took  place  on  all 
these  roads,  but  the  pickets  were  pressed  back  and  the  enemy  was  not 
checked  until  he  came  within  artillery  range.  He  sustained  some  loss 
and  fell  back  a  few -miles  to  his  line  of  battle. 

On  the  13th  the  enemy  skirmished  with  our  light  troops  on  all  the  ap 
proaches.  On  the  Somerton,  Colonel  Foster  handled  him  very  roughly, 
driving  him  back  and  restoring  his  picket  line  at  sundown.  On  the 
river  the  contest  was  sharp  and  long,  but  the  batteries  and  gunboats 
held  the  enemy  at  bay. 
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On  the  14th  Lieutenant  Gushing,  U.  S.  Navy,  was  hotly  engaged  for 
several  hours  with  a  large  force  at  the  mouth  of  the  West  Branch.  His 
loss  was  severe,  but  the  enemy  suffered  much  and  had  some  artillery  dis 
mounted.  The  enemy  opened  a  ten-gun  battery  near  the  Norfleet  house 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  gunboats  and  of  covering  a  crossing. 
Lieutenant  Lamson,  with  the  Mount  Washington,  West  End,  and  Step 
ping  Stones,  engaged  the-  battery  for  some  hours  in  the  most  gallant 
manner,  but  was  compelled  to  drop  down  to  the  West  Branch.  The 
Mount  Washington,  completely  riddled  and  disabled,  grounded,  as  did 
the  West  End,  and  both  were  towed  off  by  the  Stepping  Stones.  The 
rudder  of  the  Alert  was  broken.  Several  batteries  on  the  river  were 
opened  with  fine  effect  and  others  were  pushed  with  all  dispatch  toward 
completion.  More  or  less  skirmishing  and  artillery  fire  on  all  portions 
of  the  lines.  In  the  night  the  Smith  Briggs,  lying  near  my  headquar 
ters,  was  attacked,  but  Captain  Lee  and  the  guns  of  the  draw-bridge 
repulsed  the  enemy. 

On  the  15th  the  force  between  Suffolk  and  West  Branch  was  reported 
by  the  best  authorities  at  10,000,  with  a  pontoon  train  under  the  imme 
diate  command  of  General  French.  About  noon  our  batteries,  undei 
the  direction  of  General  Getty,  below  the  mouth  of  Jericho  Creek,  were 
warmly  engaged  with  the  Norfleet  battery.  Four  of  the  rebel  20-pounder 
rifles  were  dismounted  and  the  battery  was  silenced.  A  party  sent  out 
on  the  Edenton  road  captured  the  camp  equipage  of  one  regiment.  Fear 
of  an  ambuscade  prevented  taking  of  many  prisoners. 

On  the  17th  Major  Stratton,  with  a  force  of  cavalry,  held  South  Mills, 
which  is  the  key  to  nearly  all  the  approaches  from  North  Carolina  on 
the  south  side  of  the  Dismal  Swamp.  There  was  much  skirmishing  on 
all  the  avenues  of  approach  with  some  field  artillery.  General  Terry's 
front  was  much  annoyed  from  the  first  day  by  the  near  approach  of 
riflemen.  Under  his  orders  the  enemy  was  signally  punished.*  Gen 
eral  French's  engineer  was  taken  prisoner  by  Lieutenant  Cushing's 
pickets.  He  was  laying  out  works  and  had  a  map  of  Suffolk,  which  he 
tore  to  pieces. 

On  the  18th  the  enemy  was  very  active  in  throwing  up  new  batteries 
and  rifle-pits  along  the  river.  A  heavy  one  was  in  progress  near  the 
mouth  of  West  Branch  on  Hill's  Point.  Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  or 
dered  all  the  boats  out  of  the  Upper  Nansemond,  lest  they  should  be 
destroyed,  leaving  the  whole  defense  of  the  river  to  the  land  forces. 
The  admiral  was  urged  to  reconsider  his  orders.  Upon  my  representa 
tion  the  order  was  temporarily  suspended. 

On  the  19th,  about  dusk,  General  Getty  and  Lieutenant  Lamson  ex 
ecuted  most  successfully  a  plan  which  had  been  agreed  upon  for  cross 
ing  the  river  and  capturing  Battery  Huger  at  the  mouth  of  the  West 
Branch.  The  Eighty-ninth  New  York  and  Eighth  Connecticut  were 
taken  over  on  the  Stepping  Stones.  Five  pieces  of  artillery,  9  officers, 
and  120  soldiers  were  captured.  It  was  well  conceived  and  ably  con 
ducted,  and  reflects  great  honor  on  the  combined  arms.  Lieutenant 
Lain  son  suggested  the  enterprise,  landed  with  four  of  his  howitzers, 
and  played  a  brilliant  part.  Captain  Stevens  was  conspicuous  for  his 
gallant  conduct  in  this  affair  and  deserves  mention  5  also  Lieutenants 
McKeclmie  and  Faxon,  aides  of  General  Getty. 

On  the  20th  Major  Stratton  visited  Elizabeth  City,N.  C.,  and  found 

*  Return  of  Terry's  brigade,  First  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps,  for  April,  186o, 
^ives  the  folio  vying  casualties  in  this  affair  of  the  17th :  Three  privates  killed  and  10 
wounded, 
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it  abandoned  by  our  troops.  He  found  General  Longstreet's  pickets  in 
the  vicinity  of  Sandy  Cross. 

On  the  21st  the  command  was  highly  honored  by  a  visit  from  Major- 
General  Halleck,  Commander-in-chief,  accompanied  by  Major-General 
Dix. 

On  the  22d  a  heavy  rain-storm  commenced,  suspending  all  fatigue 
labors,  but  adding  materially  to  the  strength  of  the  swamp  on  the  left 
flank. 

On  the  24th  a  demonstration  was  made  upon  the  enemy's  right  flank, 
on  the  Eden  ton  road,  under  General  Corcoran  and  Colonels  Foster  and 
Spear,  while  a  feint  was  made  on  the  Somerton  by  Colonel  Buehler.  The 
enemy  was  driven  in  confusion  from  all  his  advance  points  and  rille- 
pits  back  upon  his  main  line  of  defense  behind  the  darn  and  swamp  at 
Darden's  Mill.  A  force  estimated  at  about  1,500  was  believed  to  be 
massed  on  that  front.  The  object  of  the  more  was  attained  and  the  com 
mand  withdrawn.  Colonels  Beach,  Drake,  and  Murphy  had  provisional 
brigades,  and  handled  them  extremely  well ;  Captain  Simpson  com 
manded  the  artillery. 

On  the  25th  information  was  received  of  the  arrival  of  heavy  artillery 
from  Petersburg.  Troops  were  reported  on  this  side  of  the  Clio  wan,  on 
the  way  from  General  Hill,  under  General  Garnett. 

On  the  27th  Major  Stratton  occupied  Camden  Court-House  and 
burned  a  ferry-boat  of  the  enemy's.  Rebels  were  very  active  at  night, 
chopping,  moving  troops,  and  signaling.  A  new  battery  of  three  guns 
was  opened  by  them  below  the  Norfleet  Battery.  Chopping  parties 
were  broken  up  by  the  Eedan  and  Mansfield  Battery.  They  reoccupied 
the  Hill's  Point  Battery  in  the  night.  The  steamers  Commerce  and 
Swan,  under  the  volunteer  pilotage  of  Lieutenants  Kowe  and  Horton, 
of  the  Ninety -ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  ran  down  past  the  batteries 
in  the  night,  but  not  without  many  shots.  These  officers  are  entitled  to 
much  credit  for  this  service. 

On  the  28th  Suffolk  was  visited  by  a  heavy  storm.  A  rebel  work  for 
several  guns  was  discovered  on  the  river. 

On  the  29th  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State,  W.  H.  Sewa.rd,  paid  a  visit, 
in  company  with  Major-General  l)ix,  to  this  command. 

On  the  SOfch,  early  in  the  morning,  the  enemy  opened  with  one  Whit- 
worth,  one  30  and  one  35  pounder Parrott.  Toward  night  they  opened 
fire  upon  the  Commodore  Barney,  and  the  battery  was  silenced  by  the 
Barney  (Lieutenant  dishing,  U.  S.  Navy)  and  Captain  Morris,  battery 
in  Fort  Stevens. 

May  1. — There  was  a  sharp  skirmish  on  General  Terry's  front  about 
5  p.  m.*  The  enemy,  re-enforced  largely,  was  held  in  check  from  the  gnns 
of  Nausemond,  South  Quay,  and  Eosecraus  with  considerable  loss. 
Another  brigade  from  North  Carolina  was  reported  to  have  joined  Long- 
street. 

May  3. — A  reconnaissance  in  force  was  made  by  Generals  Getty  and 
Harlaiid  on  the  enemy's  left  flank.  The  troops  crossed  at  9  a.  m.,  at 
the  draw-bridge,  under  the  fire  of  Battery  Mansfield,  the  Onondaga, 
and  the  Smith  Briggs,  and  seized  the  plateau  near  Pruden's  house  in 
spite  of  sharpshooters  in  the  rifle-pits,  orchards,  and  woods.  The  ad 
vance  was  slow,  every  inch  being  hotly  contested.  The  movement  re 
sulted 'in  bringing  heavy  re-enforcements  for  the  enemy.  His  numbers 
and  artillery  failed  to  check  the  troops.  By  night  the  enemy  was  massed 

*  Return  of  the  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Department  of  Virginia,  for  the  month  of 
May,  186;*,  gives  the  loss  in  this  affair  as  follows :  Four  killed  and  42  wounded,  all  of 
the  Ninety-ninth  New  York  Infantry. 
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on  his  strong  Hue  of  intrench rnents  and  under  the  fire  of  a  numerous 
artillery.  The  purpose  of  the  movement  having  been  attained,  the 
troops  were  directed  to  remain  on  the  ground  awaiting  events. 

In  conjunction  with  the  above,  Major  Crosby  crossed  the  Nanseinond 
near  Sleepy  Hole  with  the  Twenty -first  Connecticut,  a  section  of  the 
Fourth  Wisconsin  Battery,  and  eleven  mounted  rifles.  At  4  a.  in.  pushed 
on  and  occupied  Chuckatuck,  driving  out  300  rebel  cavalry.  He  skir 
mished  all  the  way  to  Eeed's  Ferry,  capturing  1G  prisoners,  and  then 
returned  to  the  river  under  cover  of  the  gunboats.  At  the  same  time 
Colonel  Button  crossed  in  boats  and  occupied  HilFs  Point  with  the 
Fourth  Ehode  Island,  a  portion  of  the  One  hundred  and  seventeenth 
New  York,  and  a  detachment  from  the  Commodore  Barney.  He  ad 
vanced  some  distance,  but  was  met  by  a  superior  force  posted  strongly 
in  the  woods,  and  after  much  skirmishing  returned  upon  Hill's  Point, 
from  which  the  enemy  could  not  dislodge  him. 

I  again  take  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  valuable  services  of  Lieu 
tenants  Gushing,  Lamson,  and  Harris,  U.  S.  Navy.  These  officers  ren 
dered  every  assistance  in  their  power  in  crossing  the  river.  Lieutenant 
dishing  sent  a  boat  howitzer  and  detachment  with  the  Fourth  Ehode 
Island,  under  Colonel  Button. 

I  regret  to  state  that  Colonel  Eingold,  of  the  One  hundred  and  third 
New  York,  lost  his  life  from  two  wounds  while  leading  on  his  men  in 
the  most  gallant  manner.  He  was  a  meritorious  officer. 

May  4. — About  9  p.  in.  on  the  3d  the  enemy  commenced  retiring 
upon  the  Blackwater.  His  strong  line  of  pickets  prevented  deserters 
and  contrabands  from  getting  through  with  the  information  until  he  had 
several  hours  the  start.  Generals  Corcoran  and  Dodge  were  promptly 
in  pursuit  on  theEdenton  road  while  Colonel  Foster  followed  upon  the 
Somerton .  By  G  a.  m .  Colonel  Foster  was  pressing  the  rear  of  a  formida 
ble  column  on  the  old  road  near  Leesville.  He  was  compelled,  from  the 
smallness  of  his  force,  to  wait  for  the  command  under  General  Corcoran 
and  could  not  again  strike  the  column  before  it  reached  the  river. 
The  cavalry  of  Colonels  Spear  and  Onderdonk  were  pushed  on  numer 
ous  roads,  and  rendered  valuable  services  in  procuring  information  and 
ca  ptu ri n  g  pri soners. 

Thus  ends  the  present  investment  or  siege  of  Suffolk,  which  had  for 
its  objects  the  recovery  of  the  whole  country  south  of  the  James  ex 
tending  to  the  Albemarle  Sound  in  North  Carolina,  the  ports  of  Nor 
folk  and  Portsmouth,  80  miles  of  new  railroad  iron,  the  equipments  of 
two  roads,  and  the  capture  of  all  the  United  States  forces  and  property 
with  some  thousands  of  contrabands. 

General  Longstreet  finding  that  an  assault  at  the  outside  upon  works 
defended  by  one-half  his  own  force  would  be  expensive  and  uncertain, 
and  having  failed  in  turning  either  flank,  decided  to  besiege  the  place 
and  asked  for  re-enforcements  5  probably  not  less  than  two  divisions 
joined  from  General  Hill.  The  works  constructed  are  on  the  most 
extensive  scale  and  in  the  most  approved  manner. 

The  rules  and  regulations  prescribed  by  military  authorities  for  the 
conduct  of  siege  operations  have  been  observed.  Some  idea  may  be 
formed  of  this  so-styled  foraging  expedition  when  I  state  that  not  less 
than  10  miles  of  batteries,  covered-ways,  and  rifle-pits  have  been 
thrown  up;  most  of  the  artillery  was  protected  by  embrasures ;  the 
parapets  were  from  12  to  15  feet  in  thickness  and  well  revetted,  while 
the  covered-ways  were  from  8  to  10  feet.  Longstreet  had  a  wire  laid 
from  the  Blackwater,  and  telegraphed  arrangements  throughout  his 
lines. 
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RESULTS. 

We  have  taken  five  pieces  of  the  famous  Fauquier  Artillery,  about 
400  prisoners,  some  rifles,  and  camp  equipage.  Probably  500  or  600 
have  been  killed  and  wounded  and  500  have  deserted,  making  a  total 
loss  of  at  least  1,500. 

Our  own  killed  is  44  ;  wounded,  202,  and  missing,  14.     Total,  260.* 

All  the  morale,  prestige,  and  glory  belong  to  the  patient  and  brave 
officers  and  men  of  the  Federal  Army. 

Besides  these  brilliant  results,  this  command  has  held  the  masses  of 
the  enemy  around  Suffolk  in  order  that  General  Hooker  might  secure 
the  crowning  victory  of  the  war,  and  it  is  entitled  to  a  share  of  the  glory 
that  may  accrue  to  his  arms.  My  thanks  are  due  all  officers  and  sol 
diers  who  have  worked  cheerfully  and  patriotically  on  these  fortifica 
tions.  They  now  see  that  their  labors  are  not  in  vain. 

The  truth  of  history  requires  that  I  should  state  that  a  small  portion 
of  the  One  hundred  and  twelfth  New  York  became  homesick  and  dis 
contented,  and  said  that  they  came  to  fight  and  not  to  dig.  This  feel 
ing  was  seized  upon  by  politicians,  and  since  the  adjournment  of  the 
Senate  I  have  been  advised  that  efforts  were  made  to  defeat  my  con 
firmation  in  consequence  thereof.  Soldiers  who  love  their  country  will 
cheerfully  perform  any  duty  assigned  them;  men  who  know  how  to 
build  fortifications  will  know  how  to  defend  or  assault  them.  It  should 
not  be  forgotten  that  the  principal  rebel  successes  have  been  behind 
iutrenchments,  as  at  Manassas,  Frederick sburg,  Richmond,  Vicksburg, 
Charleston,  &c. 

It  is  an  unpleasant  duty  to  state  that  most  of  the  Ninth  New  York, 
Colonel  Hawkins,  left  this  command  on  the  3d,  by  expiration  of  their 
term  of  service,  while  their  comrades  were  actively  engaged  with  the 
enemy.  It  can  be  regarded  only  as  an  unfortunate  termination  of  a 
hitherto  brilliant  career  of  service. 

To  Generals  Corcoran,  Terry,  Dodge,  and  Harland,  and  Colonels 
Dutton  and  Gibbs,  commanding  fronts  or  lines;  Colonels  Spear  and 
Onderdonk,  of  the  cavalry ;  Colonels  Gurney  and  Wardrop,  command 
ing  reserves,  and  Captain  Follett,  chief  of  artillery,  I  am  under  very 
great  obligations  for  the  able,  faithful,  judicious,  and  cheerful  discharge 
of  every  duty  incident  to  their  important  positions. 

General  Getty  was  intrusted  with  the  river  line  below  the  Ouandaga 
Battery,  the  key  of  the  position  and  about  8  miles  in  length — a  ver&difll- 
cult  line  to  defend  against  an  enterprising  enemy  acquainted  with  every 
by-path  and  guided  by  owners  of  the  soil.  His  responsibilities  were  of 
the  highest  order,  and  the  labors  of  his  troops  were  incessant.  Under  his 
vigilant  supervision  everything  was  done  that  could  be  for  the  security 
of  the  right  flank,  and  the  enemy  was  foiled  in  all  plans  for  crossing. 

Col.  II.  S.  Foster,  of  Indiana,  commanding  brigade  and  a  portion  of 
the  front,  added  fresh  laurels  to  the  high  reputation  which  he  estab 
lished  in  A\7est  Virginia  and  on  the  Peninsula.  He  was  at  home  in  grand 
skirmishes,  and  the  enemy  always  recoiled  before  him. 

General  Gordon  reported  three  days  before  the  conclusion  of  the  siege 
and  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Reserve  Division.  His  long 
and  varied  experience  rendered  his  judgment  of  great  value,  and  I  re 
gret  that  he  has  been  called  to  another  field. 

My  thanks  are  due  General  Viele,  of  Norfolk,  for  the  prompt  trans 
mission  of  important  intelligence  and  for  the  alacrity  with  which  my 
calls  were  responded. 

*  But  see  revised  statement,  p.  288. 
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Captain  Ludlow,  quartermaster  at  Norfolk,  deserves  mention  for  his 
untiring  efforts  in  forwarding  the  main  bulk  of  supplies  for  the  army. 

The  medical  department,  under  the  able  management  of  Dr.  Hand, 
was  in  excellent  working  order  and  equal  to  every  emergency.    The 
wounded  were  promptly  cared  for  and  spared  all  unnecessary  suffering. 
The  commissary  department  was  admirably  managed  by  the  late  Cap 
taiii  Bowdish,  and  since  his  death  by  Captain  Felt. 

Colonel  Murphy  commanded  brigade;  Colonel  Brake,  Fort  Union ; 
Colonel  Hawkins,  Fort  Nansemond;  Captain  Sullivan,  Fort  Halleck; 
Colonel  Davis,  the  Draw-Bridge  Battery ;  Colonel  Worth,  Battery  Mans 
field;  Colonel  Thorp,  the  Eedan  andRosecraus;  Captain  Johnson,  Bat 
tery  Monday;  Colonel  England,  Battery  Montgomery;  Colonel  Pease, 
Battery  Stevens,  and  Colonel  McEvily,  Fort  Dix,  with  ability,  and  their 
troops  were  always  ready  for  the  enemy. 

Major  Stratton,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  was  at  South  Mills 
watching  the  operations  of  the  troops  from  Carolina.  By  his  discretion 
and  energy  the  rebels  were  prevented  from  penetrating  the  Dismal 
Swamp. 

Captain  Tamblyn,  Lieutenants  Seabury,  Young,  Thayer,  Strong,  and 
Murray,  of  the  Signal  Corps,  have  been  indefatigable  day  and  night  and 
of  the  greatest  service  in  their  department.  Captain  Davis  shares  the 
above  commendation  for  the  few  days  he  was  here. 

The  conduct  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Nixon,  Ninety-ninth  New  York ; 
of  Captain  Morris,  Lieutenants  Hasbrouck,  Hunt,  Whitney,  and  Beecher, 
of  the  artillery ;  Lieutenants  James,  Grant,  Macardle,  Soederquist,  and 
Burleson,  on  engineer  duty;  of  Lieutenant  Buttz,  assistant  provost- 
marshal,  and  of  Major  Wetherill,  was  conspicuous.  Major  Stewart,  of 
the  Engineer  Corps,  joined  for  a  few  days,  evincing  the  same  lively 
interest  which  characterized  his  valuable  services  on  the  Peninsula. 

The  command  is  mainly  indebted  to  the  provost-marshal,  Major  Smith, 
of  the  One  hundred  and  twelfth  New  York,  for  the  good  order  and 
cleanliness  which  has  prevailed  in  town  and  camp. 

The  co-operation  of  the  gunboats,  under  Lieutenants  dishing,  Lam- 
sou,  and  Harris,  U.  S.  Navy,  sent  by  Admiral  Lee,  has  been  very 
effective,  and  I  take  great  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  gallant  serv 
ices  of  their  officers  and  crews.  The  army  gunboats  Smith  Briggs  and 
West  End,  commanded  by  Captain  Lee  and  Lieutenant  Kowe,  proved 
invaluable.  The  Smith  Briggs  was  for  many  days  the  only  boat  above 
the  West  Branch,  in  consequence  of  the  order  of  Admiral  Lee. 

My  personal  staff  have  all  earned  a  place  in  this  record  by  their  zeal, 
fidelity,  and  unremitting  labors  day  and  night,  increased  by  injuries 
which  I  sustained  from  the  fall  of  my  horse.  Their  claims  to  promotion 
were  established  long  before  the  siege  of  Suffolk.  Maj.  B.  B.  Foster,  as 
sistant  adjutant-general;  Capt.  George  S.  Dodge,  quartermaster;  Lieuts. 
Charles  II.  Stirling  and  James D.  Outwater,  aides-de-camp;  Lieut.  A. B. 
Johnson,  ordnance  officer,  and  Lieut.  James  D.  Mahon,  judge  advocate. 

Doubtless  many  names  have  been  omitted,  but  discrimination  is  im 
possible  where  all  have  done  so  well. 

For  the  conclusion  is  reserved  the  agreeable  duty  of  testifying  to  the 
cordial  and  efficient  support  I  have  ever  received  from  Major-General 
Dix.  No  request  or  suggestion  has  ever  escaped  his  attention,  and 
most  of  my  requirements  have  been  anticipated  by  his  liberal  and  com 
prehensive  policy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

Col.  D.  T.  VAN  BUREN,  A.  A.  £.,  Dept.  of  Va. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
New  Bernej  N.  <7.,  December  18, 1863. 

GENERAL  :  My  excuse  for  this  trespass  upon  your  most  valuable  time 
is  that  I  have  been  unofficially  advised  that  Admiral  Lee  has  endeav 
ored  to  depreciate  the  importance  of  Longstreetfs  campaign  against  me. 

This  is  very  singular,  for  he  did  not  visit  Suffolk  during  the  nine 
mouths  I  was  in  command,  and  saw  nothing  of  my  system  of  fortifica 
tions  or  of  Longstreet's,  the  development  of  which  was  from  D  to  10 
miles.  His  headquarters  were  at  Newport  News,  some  30  miles  from 
mine.  His  views  were  based  entirely  upon  the  impressions  of  young 
and  inexperienced  subordinates,  whose  vision  was  limited  to  short  dis 
tances  beyond  the  gunboat  decks. 

On  April  20,  thirteen  days  before  the  conclusion  of  the  siege,  he 
ordered  all  the  boats  to  HilPs  Point  for  safety,  7  miles  from  Suffolk, 
against  which  I  protested,  and  some  sharp  correspondence  ensued. 
Besides  the  distance  the  densely-wooded  banks  of  the  Nansemond  were 
unfavorable  for  forming  a  judgment  of  the  numbers  and  labors  of  the 
enemy,  everywhere  screened  in  timber.  The  whole  country  was  one  vast 
forest,  out  of  which  I  had  to  cut  a  field  of  fire  for  my  artillery.  Admiral 
Lee  thinks  that  Longstreet  brought  a  force  of  negroes  for  building  his 
extensive  line  of  works.  On  his  arrival  the  negroes  ceased  to  come  into 
my  lines,  and  parties  were  sent  out  to  bring  them  in  for  information, 
but  without  success. 

After  his  repulse  on  May  3  and  night  retreat  some  blacks  escaped 
from  Franklin  and  informed  me  that  all  the  contrabands,  except  servants 
and  drivers,  were  left  at  Franklin,  across  the  Blackwater,  to  prevent 
their  escape.  They  also  stated  that  they  prayed  very  loud  that  "  Massa 
Longstreet  might  be  whipped  by  you  folks." 

Captain  Lamson,  one  of  the  most  gallant  officers  in  the  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanded  the  flotilla  in  the  Upper  Nansemond,  and  was  on  the  staff 
of  the  acting  admiral.  He  says  he  made  a  complete  examination,  during 
two  days,  of  Longstreetfs  lines  after  his  retreat,  and  changed  his  opinion 
and  so  told  the  admiral ;  he  estimated  the  rebel  force  from  35,000  to 
50,000.  Major-Gen eral  Dix  was  over  my  lines,  including  the  Nause- 
mond,  every  alternate  day,  and  had  favorable  opportunities  for  judg 
ing;  he  says  some  35,000.  General  Gordon  states  that  the  works  he 
examined  could  not  have  been  made  by  less  than  30,000. 

Major-General  Keyes  concluded  my  situation  was  so  critical  tha-t  I 
ought  to  evacuate  the  lines  to  save  the  troops  from  capture.  On  my 
positive  refusal  he  called  for  two  corps.  He  estimated  40,000  prior  to 
Hill's  arrival. 

A  mail,  with  several  hundred  letters,  was  taken,  showiug  that  Hill 
was  to  co-operate,  and  that  they  had  a  statement  of  my  force,  artillery, 
and  a  map  of  the  works. 

General  Hooker  telegraphed  that  his  reliable  spy  in  Richmond  ad 
vised  that  Jeff.  Davis  had  ordered  Hill  to  leave  North  Carolina  and 
join  Longstreet  at  Suffolk.  All  prisoners,  deserters,  and  Union  people 
agreed  as  to  this  co-operation. 

About  April  26  a  division  arrived  from  Little  Washington,  having 
crossed  the  Clio  wan  near  Gatesville.  General  Hill  joined  with  his  en 
tire  command  on  May  1,  by  way  of  Weldou,  Franklin,  and  Holland's 
Corners.  Hill's  letter  to  Longstreet,  asking  orders,  is  in  my  possession. 

General  Dix  employed  a  spy  to  visit  the  armies  of  Longstreet  and 
Lee  in  February  and  March.  He  was  two  weeks  in  Longstreet's  lines 
and  longer  in  Lee's.  Through  a  friend  in  the  War  Office  in  Richmond 
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he  was  allowed  entire  freedom  in  the  camps  and  sold  his  goods  to  officers 
and  men  on  credit.  He  reported  28,000  to  30,000  in  March  in  my  gen 
eral  front  and  one  hundred  and  nine  regiments,  of  some  84,000,  in  the 
army  of  Lee.  Then  28,000,  with  the  forces  of  Hill  from  North  Carolina, 
represent  generally  the  mass  opposed  to  me.  My  effective  force  for 
some  days  was  14,928.  I  asked  for  one  division  only.  For  a  few  days 
I  had  about  29,000  effectives  on  a  line  from  below  Hill's  Point,  on  the 
river,  extending  across  to  the  Dismal  Swamp  of  at  least  15  miles  in 
length,  with  a  detachment  of  the  same  at  South  Mills,  30  miles  distant, 
the  key  to  the  southern  approaches  of  the  swamp. 

The  campaign  will  be  clear  when  it  is  stated  that  Hill  was  to  make 
noisy  and  furious  demonstrations  in  Carolina,  for  the  purpose  of  induc 
ing  General  Foster  to  call  for  troops  from  Yirgiuia.  Accordingly, 
Pettigrew  appeared  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Berne  and  Hill  attacked  or 
cannonaded  Washington. 

Our  casualties  were  6  at  New  Berne,  but  I  have  failed  to  learn  that 
any  occurred  at  Washington.  Ten  thousand  were  asked  tor  General 
Foster,  and  I  was  called  upon  to  contribute  from  my  15,000  on  the 
l()th  April.  Against  my  judgment  I  consented  to  send  3,000,  and  they 
were  on  the  troop  train.  Longstreet  was  advised  of  this  detachment 
iu  a  few  hours  and  advanced  that  very  night.  With  your  approval  1 
brought  back  the  3,000  at  dusk,  and  very  luckily  for  our  affairs  in  that 
quarter. 

The  operations  about  Suffolk,  ending  May  4,  were  suddenly  eclipsed  in 
the  night  of  general  gloom  and  painful  anxiety  which  attended  Hooker's 
great  disaster  at  Chancellorsville.  Attention  was  not  again  awakened 
upon  that  field,  and  the  campaign  has  been  imperfectly  understood  by 
the  public. 

I  desire  to  thank  you  for  the  liberal  support  sent  me  at  Suffolk'. 
With  sentiments  of  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK. 

Major-Gen eral  HALLE CK, 

Commander -in- Chief^  Washington,  D.  C. 

[In  closure.] 
From  the  Philadelphia  Enquirer,  April  24,  1863. 

THE  GALLANT   CAMPAIGN  AT  SUFFOLK. 

Having  in  our  recent  articles  traced  the  progress  of  the  war  in  the 
Southwest,  in  Tennessee,  and  in  North  Carolina,  we  follow  them  up 
this  morning  by  a  review  of  the  short  and  exciting  campaign  about 
Suffolk.  This  campaign,  in  presence  of  some  of  the  vast  events  of  the 
war,  appears  to  be  nothing  more  than  an  episode,  but  in  our  judgment 
it  is  entitled  to  considerable  prominence.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
the  military  authorities  charged  with  the  occupation  of  Norfolk  estab 
lished  an  important  post  at  a  considerable  distance  to  the  southwest  of 
that  city — at  Suffolk,  where  the  Petersburg  and  Norfolk  Eailroad  in 
tersects  the  Seaboard  and  Eoanoke  Eailroad,  leading  to  Weldon,  N.  0. 
Suffolk  is  also  at  the  head  of  navigation  on  the  Nansemond  Eiver, 
which  empties  into  the  James  Eiver  near  its  mouth.  From  this  post 
the  National  troops  were  enabled  to  operate  to  a  distance  in  the  inte 
rior  of  the  south  side  of  Virginia,  keeping  the  country  comparatively 
clear  of  guerrillas,  contraband  traders,  and  spies,  and  thus  more  effect 
ually  guarding  Norfolk. 
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For  a  long  while  the  rebel  leaders  at  Richmond  permitted  this  occu 
pancy  by  the  Union  forces  to  pass  without  interference,  although  it  was 
exceedingly  unpalatable  to  their  adherents  in  the  country  occupied. 
Within  the  last  two  or  three  weeks,  however,  for  reasons  that  may  ap 
pear  in  the  sequel,  they  detached  a  heavy  force,  under  their  pet  gen 
eral — Longstreet — to  recover  Suffolk  and  to- bring  Norfolk  once  more 
under  the  sway  of  the  rebellion.  The  movement  commenced  about  the 
same  time  with  that  of  General  Hill  against  General  Foster's  garrison 
at  Washington,  1ST.  0.,  and  the  two  were  unquestionably  intended  to 
co-operate  with  each  other. 

Having  massed  some  38,000  men  behind  the  Blackwater  Eiver  Gen 
eral  Longstreet  began  the  execution  of  his  plan  on  the  10th  instant  by 
(Crossing  his  grand  army  over  that  stream  by  means  of  five  pontoon 
bridges. 

On  the  next  night  his  advance  drove  in  our  pickets  in  front  of  Suf 
folk,  and  the  situation  of  our  forces  began  to  look  serious. 

The  rebel  plan  was  to  cut  the  Nansemond  Eiver  some  G  miles  or  so 
below  Suffolk,  on  our  right  flank,  while  another  force  was  to  be  thrown 
against  the  Norfolk  Railroad,  on  our  left  flank  and  rear,  and,  thus  sur 
rounded,  General  Peck's  entire  army  and  the  city  of  Norfolk. were  to 
fall  a  rich  and  easy  prize  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  It  so  happened, 
however,  that  two  matters  over  which  the  rebel  chieftains  could  exer 
cise  but  little  control  interfered  to  defeat  the  scheme.  In  the  first  place 
General  Peck,  who  was  in  command  of  the  National  force,  was  entirely 
too  vigilant,  too  active,  and  too  enterprising  for  General  Longstreet; 
and  in  the  second  place  General  Foster's  resolute  resistance  against 
Hill  at  Washington,  N.  O.,  where  the  latter  stubbornly  persisted  in 
holding  out  after  his  adversary  claimed  that  he  was  hopelessly  cut  off, 
prevented  Hill  from  coming  up  in  time  to  execute  his  share  of  the  grand 
achievement.  Nevertheless,  General  Longstreet  went  at  his  plan  with 
energy,  and  from  April  11,  when  he  first*  drove  in  our  pickets,  until 
Tuesday  last  he  kept  up  an  incessant  series  of  attacks  of  the  most 
harassing  and  vexatious  character  to  General  Peck's  troops.  He  rushed 
his  squadrons  of  cavalry  against  our  lines  in  one  place  and  established 
batteries  of  field  artillery  to  sweep  the  Nanseraond  River  at  others.  He 
maneuvered  to  overwhelm  us  here  and  flank  us  there,  and  in  every  way 
endeavored  to  penetrate  our  lines,  but  was  baffled  in  every  attempt  by 
the  watchfulness,  activity,  endurance,  skill,  and  courage  of  General 
Peck  and  his  brave  companions  in  arms. 

Among  those  who  were  conspicuous  on  our  side  General  Getty, 
Colonel  Foster,  of  the  light  troops,  and  Lieutenant  Lamson,  of  the 
Navy,  are  mentioned  by  General  l)ix;  Colonel  Foster  having  repelled 
an  assault  upon  the  right,  and  General  Getty,  with  Lieutenant  Lamson, 
having  stormed,  in  the  most  gallant  manner,  a  troublesome  battery  of 
six  guns,  which  they  captured,  with  100  prisoners. 

Thus  repulsed  at  every  point,  Longstreet  appears  to  have  abandoned 
his  enterprise,  at  least  for  the  present,  for  the  latest  advices  state  that 
skirmishing  ceased  on  the  21st. 

Now,  what  is  the  importance  of  this  defeated  movement  of  Long- 
street's1?  To  get  an  intelligent  answer  to  that,  question  we  have  only 
to  look  at  contemporaneous  operations  on  the  Jarnes  River.  For  sev 
eral  weeks  past  the  rebels  have  been  quite  busy  fortifying  its  banks 
just  as  they  have  fortified  the  Mississippi.  They  are  casemating  Fort 
Powhatan,  and  have  three  batteries  thoroughly  finished.  They  ;m> 
taking  up  the  obstructions  at  Fort  Darling.  They  know  the  value  of 
water  communication  to  us,  and  of  what  priceless  advantage  it  is  to  them 
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to  be  able  to  prevent  our  passage.  This  is  the  lesson  they  have  learned 
at  Vicksburg,  Port  Hudson,  Fort  Pemberton,  and  at  Charleston. 

If  they  fortify  the  James  down  to  its  mouth  it  is  closed  for  our  pur 
poses  and  left  free  for  theirs.  It  brings  their  iron-clads,  now  lying  idle 
at  Kichmond,  clear  down  to  Hampton  Roads,  where  they  may  lie  in 
wait  and  have  their  opportunities  always  in  sight.  To  complete  this 
grand  scheme  of  operations  Norfolk  is  wanted,  and  then,  with  their 
iron-clads,  that  city  would  be  an  open  port  until  we  could  complete 
another  fleet  of  monitors  to  close  it  up  again.  We  tried  to  develop  all 
this  some  days  ago.  Moreover,  there  are  indications  that  the  rebel 
leaders  intend  to  defend  Richmond  with  a  much  smaller  army  than 
that  hitherto  devoted  to  that  purpose,  and  upon  a  line  much  nearer  to 
that  city  than  the  Rappahannock.  That  is  the  reason  why  there  is  so 
much  activity  in  strengthening  the  works  immediately  in  front  of  Rich 
mond.  They  know  that  we  can  scarcely  assail  that  city  by  the  land 
route,  for  that  compels  a  long  line  of  communications,  which  experience 
tells  them  they  can  break  up  with  a  small  and  active  body  of  cavalry ; 
hence  another  reason  for  fortifying  the  James  and  closing  the  water 
approaches  against  our  iron-clads.  All  these  considerations  make  the 
campaign  about  Suffolk  a  rather  important  feature  of  the  war  and  not 
a  mere  episode.  It  appears  to  be  over  for  the  present,  but  we  trust  that 
the  vigilance,  activity,  and  skill  which  have  thus  far  baffled  the  enemy 
will  continue  to  be  exerted,  and  that  General  Peck  will  have  supports 
at  hand.  Longstreetfs  withdrawal  may  only  be  temporary,  to  wait  the 
tardy  arrival  of  Hill  from  North  Carolina. 

The  Richmond  Examiner  of  November  27,  1863,  has  the  following  in 
its  leading  editorial  upon  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet  and  his  Knox- 
ville  and  Suffolk  campaigns,  which  are  pronounced  as  parallel  failures. 
The  liberal  admissions  by  the  rebel  press  at  the  time  and  now  respect 
ing  the  Suffolk  operations  are  highly  creditable  to  the  command  of 
Major- General  Peck,  and  ought  to  satisfy  those  who  sought  to  under 
rate  that  campaign : 

Perhaps  the  result  might  have  been  different  if  Longstreet  and  his  corps  of  the  Vir 
ginia  army  had  been  in  line.  His  operations  in  East  Tennessee  afford  little  compen 
sation  for  the  reverse  at  Chattanooga,  nor  have  the  late  bare  and  scanty  news  from 
that  quarter  sustained  the  high  hope  which  the  public  justly  based  on  the  first  intel 
ligence  briskly  forwarded  by  General  Bragg.  His  telegram  declared  that  Longstreetfs 
cavalry  had  pursued  the  enemy  into  Knoxville,  that  the  infantry  was  close  up,  and 
it  was  natural  to  suppose  that  the  next  news  would  be  that  of  Knoxvi  lie's  recapture; 
but  the  next  news  from  Longstreet  contained  a  mention  of  intrenching,  which  sug 
gested  disagreeable  reminiscences  of  Suffolk.  Since  then  little  or  nothing  has  been 
heard  from  Lougstreet  unless  we  are  to  receive  the  unofficial  story  of  the  telegraph 
this  morning  to  be  trustworthy.  Oh,  that  it  may  be  so!  His  pressure  on  Burnside, 
has  undoubtedly  quickened  Grant's  attack  on  Bragg,  while  the  absence  of  his  whole 
corps  from  the  Confederate  line  at  the  time  of  Sherman's  arrival  in  the  Federal  host 
has  given  the  enemy  a  great  opportunity.  It  was  during  the  parallel  campaign  of 
Longstreet  against  Suffolk  that  Hooker  made  his  coup  at  Chancellorsville;  but  lie 
found  there  Jackson,  while  Grant  had  to  do  with  Bragg  alone. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  AND  DISTRICT  OP  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

New  Berne,  N".  <7.,  December  25, 1803. 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  supplementary 
report  as  a  part  of  my  report  of  operations  during  the  siege  of  Suffolk 
in  April  and  May  last: 

The  name  of  Col.  J.  P.  McMahon,  One  hundred  and  sixty-fourth  New 
York,  should  have  been  in  the  paragraph  commencing  with  u  Colonel 
Murphy,  commanding  brigade." 
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My  right  flank  rested  upon  the  Upper  Nansemond  for  some  8  miles, 
a  narrow,  shallow,  and  tortuous  stream,  offering  great  facilities  to  an 
enterprising  enemy  for  crossing  and  cutting  the  communications  with 
[Norfolk.  Including  this  the  whole  line  extending  to  the  Dismal  Swamp 
was  from  12  to  15  miles  in  length  ;  besides  a  force  in  observation  was 
requisite  at  South  Mills,  30  miles  distant,  the  key  of  the  southern  ap 
proaches  to  the  swamp.  In  view  of  these  and  other  objections  I  advised 
the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  to  a  new  and  short  line  near  Portsmouth 
after  the  reduction  of  the  rebel  and  Union  fortifications. 

The  advance  of  Pettigrew  toward  New  Berne  and  of  Hill  upon  Little 
Washington  were  only  feints  (our  casualties  being  less  than  a  dozen  at 
both  places)  made  by  order  of  Longstreet  some  days  before  the  date 
fixed  for  his  own  advance  upon  Suffolk  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  the 
authorities  in  North  Carolina  to  call  on  Virginia  for  re-enforcements. 
As  designed,  10,000  were  asked  for  North  Carolina,  of  which  I  was  con 
tributing  3,000  on  the  10th.  The  information  reached  Longstreet  at 
Franklin,  and  he  crossed  the  Blackwater  that  night. 

Major- General  Hooker  kindly  telegraphed  that  he  had  advices  that 
General  Hill  would  join  Longstreet.  The  time  when  the  North  Caro 
lina  troops  arrived  is  material.  Major  Stratton,  of  the  cavalry,  re 
ported  the  fact  on  the  20th,  and  I  did  the  same  on  the  25th,  some^of 
them  being  captured.  Major  Stratton  was  correct,  for  Major-General 
Foster  advised  that  the  enemy  retired  from  Little  Washington  on  the 
evening  of  the  15th,  and  that  the  deserters  said  the  cause  was  that  they 
were  ordered  to  re-enforce  the  army  in  Virginia. 

May  4,  while  in  full  pursuit  of  the  columns  of  Longstreet  and  Hill 
toward  the  Blackwater,  an  order  was  received  to  dispatch  General  Gor 
don  with  a  large  force  to  West  Point.  Ten  thousand  additional  were 
also  ordered  to  be  held  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice,  leav 
ing  but  the  ordinary  small  garrison  intact  at  Suffolk  and  of  course  end 
ing  offensive  operations. 

On  May  4  prisoners  were  taken  representing  forty  odd  regiments  and 
independent  commands,  which  gives  some  idea  of  the  organization  and 
masses  of  the  enemy.  The  many  miles  of  earthworks  thrown  up  by  the 
rebels  were  constructed  by  the  troops.  Lest  the  contrabands  should 
come  into  my  lines  the  bulk  of  them  were  left  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Blackwater. 

It  is  proper  to  remark  that  the  forces  under  my  command  from  Sep 
tember  to  April,  1863,  were  rated  by  the  public  at  twice  and  even  thrice 
the  actual  numbers. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 

Brig.  Gen.  LORENZO  THOMAS, 

Adjutant- General ,  IT.  IS.  Army. 

[Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  EAST, 

New  York  City,  January  21,  1864. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

The  withdrawal  of  the  troops  to  a  line  nearer  Norfolk  was  suggested 
by  me  after  the  investment  of  Suffolk  and  was  ordered  by  the  General- 
in-Chief, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General, 


286 


NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  S.  E.  VIRGINIA. 

No.  5. 
Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces. 

[Compiled  from  nominal  lists  pf  casualties,  returns,  etc.  ] 
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Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured  or 
missing. 

Aggregate. 

w 
E 

O 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

COIIOOBAN'S  DIVISION. 
Brig.  Gen.  MICHAEL  CORCORAN. 
Terry's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  HENRY  D.  TERRY. 
26th  Michigan  *  

130&1  New  York  

tf 

1 

'  5 

6 

15°d  New  York  *          

1  st  Battalion  New  York  Sharpshooters  .............. 

1 

4 

5 
1 

1 

llth  Khode  Island*  

Total  Terry's  brigade     

\        2 

10 

12 

Foster's  Brigade. 
Col.  EGBERT  S.  FOSTER. 

1 

1 

ll-'th  New  York*          

IGOth  New  York 

1 
1 

3 

4 
4 

8 
5 
16 

l(5Gth  Pennsylvania  ... 

15 

r 

Total  Foster's  brigade       

2 

4 

23 

i 

30 

Murphy's  Brigade. 
Col.  MATHEW  MURPHY. 
10th  Now  Jersey  * 



155th  New  York 

1 

1 

4 
8 

5 
10 

164th  New  York                  .          .  lT.  

1 

170th  Now  York  * 

18°d  New  Yorkt 

<*)"• 

Total  Murphy's  brigade 

1 

2 

12 

15 

Total  Corcoran's  division  

5 

6 

45 

i 

57 

GETTTS  DIVISION. 
Brig.  Gen.  GEORGE  W.  GETTY. 
First  Brigade. 
Col.  RUSH  C.  HAWKINS. 
10th  New  Hampshire  *                

89th  New  York                                  ... 

3 
2 

1 

2 

9 
15 

13 
20 

10'5d   Now  York 

1 

117th  New  York  * 

Total  First  Brigade 

1 

5 

3 

24 

33 



*  No  loss  reported. 

t  Or  Sixty-ninth  Now  York  National  Guard  Artillery. 
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Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces — Continued. 
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Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured  or 
missing. 

i 
!  Aggregate. 

W  01C50  1 

1 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Second  Brigade'. 
Brig.  Gen.  EDWARD  HARLAND. 

4 

1 

1 

3 
4 
18 

3 

2 

Total  Second  Brigade 

10 

3 

41 

54 

Third  Brigade. 
Col.  ARTHUR  H.  BUTTON. 

1 
2 
1 
1 

•{ 

4 
19 
15 

5 

1 
1 

2 

14 

13 

4th  .Rhode  Islaud 

4 

Total  Third  Brigade 

2 

5 

2 

34 

43 

Light  Artillery. 
1st  Pennsylvania  Battery  A.*  

5th  TJ   S  'Battery  A. 

3 

3 

Total  Light  Artillery  

3 

3 

Total  Getty's  division  

3 

20 

8 

102 

133 

GURNETS  DIVISION. 
Col.  WILLIAM  GURNEY. 
Second  Brigade. 
Col.  BURU  PORTER. 
00  d    Connecticut                

Third  Brigade. 
Col.  ROBERT  S.  HUGHSTON. 
l^Tth  New  York                             .-- 

14°d    New  York 

I4"d    Now  York                                        ...            ... 

Total  Third  Brigade                           .  .--         ...... 

RESERVE  BRIGADE. 
Col.  DAVID  W.  "WARDROP. 

4 

13 

54 

71 

118th  New  York* 

9th  Vermont*                                       .................. 

lOthjWisconsin* 

Total  Reserve  Brigade 

13 

4 

~i  5- 

71 



*  No  loss  reported. 

t  No  loss.  "  Not  under  fire.' 
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Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  f wees — Continued. 


Command. 

Bailed. 

Wounded. 

Captured 
or  missing. 

1  Aggregate. 
e* 

i 

O 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

I 

i  Enlisted  men. 

CAVALRY. 
1st  New  Torlc  Mounted  Rifles 

4 

4 

1 

5 

LIGHT  ARTILLERY. 
Capt.  FREDERICK  M.  FOLLETT. 
1st   Delaware  Battery        

Kith  New  York  Battery 

19th  New  York  Battery  

4th  U  8    Battery  D 

4th  U.  S.,  Battery  L  

4th  Wisconsin  Battery 

Total  Light  Artillery*  

HEAVY  ARTILLERY. 
Capt.  JOHN  A.  BLAKE. 
"d  Battalion   Third  Pennsylvania*          .                       ... 

UNASSIGNED. 
3d  New  York  (Battalion)  * 

G  rand  total            

266 

3 

38 

18 

205 



2 

*  No  loss  reported. 

Officers  killed.— Col.  Benjamin  Kiugold,  One  hundred  and  third  New  York  ;  Capt.  Lewis  H.  BuzzoH, 
Thirteenth  New  Hampshire;  and  Chaplain  Francis  E.  Butler,  Twenty-fifth  New  Jersey. 


No.  6. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Michael  Corcoran,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First 
Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps. 

HDQKS.  FIRST  DIVISION,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Suffolk,  Va.,  May  — ,  1863. 

MAJOR  :  In  compliance  with  orders  from  headquarters  I  respectfully 
submit  the  following  report  as  to  the  operations  on  the  Edenton  and 
Somerton  roads  and  the  line  of  defenses  under  my  command,  extending 
from  Fort  Nansernoud  to  Fort  Halleck,  during  the  late  investment  of 
this  place  by  the  enemy : 

On  Saturday,  April  11,  it  being  reported  that  the  enemy  was  advanc 
ing  against  this  place,  I  immediately  repaired  to  my  front  and  had  all 
the  troops  placed  under  arms  and  ready  for  action.  The  enemy  did 
not,  however,  advance  within  sight,  and  this  condition  of  affairs  re 
mained  until  Monday  afternoon  following,  when  an  advance  was  made 
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by  the  eiieiuy  011  the  Soruerton  road.  He  opened  upon  us  with  artillery. 
The  guns  of  Forts  Union,  Narisemond,  and  McOlellan  replied  with  such 
effect  as  to  ver3r  soon  silence  theirs  and  drive  the  enemy  back.  Some 
skirmishing  ensued,  in  which  detachments  from  the  Thirteenth  Indiana 
and  One  hundred  and  twelfth  New  York  Volunteers  and  One  hundred 
and  sixty- fifth  and  One  hundred  and  sixty-sixth-  Pennsylvania  Militia 
took  part  and  deserve  great  credit  for  their  actions  on  that  occasion. 
Our  picket  lines  were  re-established  that  afternoon. 

On  Wednesday,  the  15th,  Col.  J.  P.  McMahon,  of  the  One  hundred 
and  sixty-fourth  Eegiment  New  York  Volunteers,  went  out  on  the 
Edenton  road  for  tbe  purpose  of  reconnoitering  the  enemy's  position. 
He  brought  with  him  three  companies  of  infantry,  one  from  the  One 
hundred  and  sixty-fourth,  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth,  and  One  hundred 
and  seventieth  Eegiments  respectively,  two  companies  of  cavalry  of 
the  First  New  York  Mounted  Eifles,  under  the  command  of  Major  Pat- 
ton,  and  one  howitzer.  They  started  out  just  before  daylight,  drove  in 
the  enemy's  pickets,  and  engaged  the  Seventeenth  Virginia  Eegiment, 
capturing  4  prisoners  and  killing  and  wounding  several.  They  found 
that  the  enemy  were  in  considerable  force  a  short  distance  from  his 
outposts. 

On  the  same  day  Colonel  Spear,  of  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cav 
alry,  went  out  on  the  Somerton  road  with  a  small  force,  consisting  of 
four  companies  of  infantry,  two  from  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-fifth 
and  One  hundred  and  sixty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Militia  respectively,  two 
pieces  of  the  Seventh  Massachusetts  Battery,  one  company  of  his  own 
regiment,  with  guns,  and  three  companies  of  cavalry,  and  made  an  at 
tempt  to  charge  their  rifle-pits,  but  this  movement  was  not  as  success 
ful  as  was  anticipated  it  would  be.  Small  parties  were  from  time  to 
time  afterward  sent  out  on  the  several  roads,  also  in  the  direction  of 
the  Dismal  Swamp  and  along  the  Jericho  Canal,  but  nothing  of  interest 
occurred.  The  object  of  the  parties  sent  in  the  latter  direction  was  to 
discover  if  the  enemy  were  endeavoring  to  get  through  in  that  locality, 
but  no  evidence  of  any  such  attempt  could  be  discovered. 

On  April  24  an  expedition,  which  had  been  for  some  time  in  contem 
plation,  went  out  under  my  command  on  the  Edenton  road.  It  con 
sisted  of  about  5,000  infantry,  500  cavalry,  and  10  pieces  of  artillery. 
I  assigned  Col.  E.  S.  Foster  to  the  command  of  the  iufantey;  Colonel 
Spear  had  charge  of  the  cavalry,  and  Captain  Simpson  of  the  artillery. 
A  small  party  went  out  at  the  same  time  on  the  Somerton  road  to  en 
gage  the  attention  of  the  enemy  there  and  co-operate  with  us  on  the 
Edenton  road  if  necessary.  We  advanced  about  4  miles  and  met  the 
enemy's  outposts.  The  pickets  retired,  and  we  found  the  enemy's  ad 
vance  behind  rifle-pits.  Our  artillery  opened,  and  after  considerable 
firing  on  both  sides  the  enemy  was  driven  from  his  position  and  our 
skirmishers  occupied  it.  The  firing  still  continued  a  short  time,  and 
finally  the  enemy  fell  back  some  distance  and  ceased  firing.  In  accord 
ance  with  my  instructions  I  gave  instructions  not  to  follow,  and  we 
slowly  returned  to  camp.  As  full  reports  of  this  and  the  other  affairs 
above  alluded  to  have  already  been  furnished  I  refrain  from  giving  any 
extended  or  detailed  account  of  them, 

On  the  2d  instant,  about  11  p.  m.,  we  received  information  from  two  de 
serters  that  the  enemy  was  retreating  from  our  front,  and  1  immediately 
went  in  person  to  the  major-general  commanding  and  reported  the  in 
formation  and  that  I  had  ordered  a  force  out  on  the  Edenton  and 
Somerton  roads.  The  major-general  having  approved  of  my  action  I 
started  out  myself,  ordering  an  additional  force  to  follow.  Colonel  Fos- 
19  R  n — VOL  xvm 
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ter  went  ou  the  Soiuertou  road  and  General  Dodge  on  tlie  Edenton.  ,  I 
accompanied  the  latter.  He  crossed  over  to  the  Somcrton  and  met  the 
force  under  Colonel  Foster  at  Leesville;  we  advanced  some  distance 
farther,  and  as  it  was  then  apparent  that  the  enemy  were  beyond  reach  I 
ordered  the  troops  to  return,  except  a  few  cavalry  left  for  the  purpose 
of  picking  up  the  enemy's  stragglers.  On  the  march  we  captured  a  large 
number  of  prisoners,  arms,  &c. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  affair  the  officers  and  nwn  evinced 
the  most  commendable  disposition  to  do  their  whole  duty,  always  on  the 
alert  and  ever  ready  to  obey  all  commands  of  their  superior  officers. 

The  works,  which  at  the  beginning  were  unfinished,  by  unceasing  ex 
ertions  were  soon  completed,  while  other  works  of  defense  were  also  as 
rapidly  and  cheerfully  erected.  The  woods  in  front  were  cleared  to  a 
great  extent  by  slashing  parties,  who  were  at  work  at  times  night  and 
day.  The  pickets  maintained  their  ground,  except  upon  two  or  three 
occasions  when  they  were  forced  to  retire  by  overpowering  numbers, 
and  deserve  great  praise  for  their  courage  and  vigilance;  in  fact  the 
desire  exhibited  by  the  troops  to  meet  the  enemy  either  inside  or  outside 
the  works  gave  undoubted  assurance  that  the  enemy  would  have  been 
encountered,  had  he  attempted  to  carry  out  his  intentiou  of  attacking 
this  place,  with  as  courageous  and  determined  a  resistance  as  could  pos 
sibly  be  made  by  gallant  men.  I  feel  called  upon  to  state  that  I  was 
ably  assisted  throughout  the  whole  time  by  General  Dodge  and  Colonel 
Foster,  who,  respectively,  commanded  portions  of  my  front,  and  that 
they  were  always  at  the  post  of  duty  and  carried  out  their  instructions 
upon  all  occasions  promptly  and  cheerfully.  I  send  their  reports  here 
with. 

I  remain,  major,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

MICHAEL  OORCOBAN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  B.  B.  FOSTER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  DIVISION, 
Fairfax  Court-House,  Va.9  December  14,  1803. 

MAJOR:-  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  understand  I  inadvertently 
omitted  to  give  in  my  report  of  the  operations  at  Suffolk,  Va.,  an  esti 
mate  as  to  the  probable  strength  of  the  enemy  during  the  investment, 
and  therefore  request  that  the  following  supplement  may  be  appended 
to  said  report : 

From  information  received  from  deserters  the  strength  of  Long-street's 
forces  at  his  approach  ranged  between  32,000  to  45,000,  none  under  the 
former,  which  was  corroborated  by  the  statement  of  a  man  claiming  to 
have  been  in  the  commissary  department,  who  reported  that  34,000 
rations  had  been  issued  at  the  Blackwrater  when  Longstreet  was  pre 
paring  to  cross. 

During  the  first  three  days  not  less  than  40  prisoners  and  deserters 
were  examined,  whose  statements  convinced  me  that  the  strength  of 
the  enemy  at  that  time  was  not  less  than  32,000.  The  deserters  from 
Tickett's  division  established  the  fact  that  many  of* the  regiments  had 
just  been  filled  up  to  900  men;  some  were  very  weak,  but  the  average 
seems  to  have  been  about  500. 

Many  of  the  deserters  had  run  great  risks  to  reach  .our  lines,  and, 
being  either  of  Northern  birth  or  Irishmen,  were  anxious  to  give  accu 
rate  information. 
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It  is  certain  that  the  whole  of  Longstreet's  grand  corps,  comprising 
the  entire  divisions  of  Pickett,  Hood,  and  French,  were  engaged  in  the 
first  advance  on  Suffolk,  as  well  as  Jenkins'  division,  of  the  Blaekwater 
troops,  who  took  position  on  the  Edenton  road  on  the  fourth  day  of  the 
siege. 

The  disposition  of  the  rebel  force  during  the  first  two  weeks  of  the 
siege  was,  in  my  opinion,  as  follows :  Jenkins7  (probably  4,000  strong) 
mainly  in  position  on  the  Edenton  road  near  Darden's  Mill ;  Pickett's 
division  (of  four  brigades)  on  the  Somerton  road,  his  right  meeting 
Jenkins'  left  in  the  woods  between  the  Edeuton  and  Soinerton;  Hood's 
division  on  the  South  Quay,  connecting  with  Pickett  opposite  Fort 
Nansemond ;  French  on  the  Providence  Church  road  and  river  line. 

During  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  on  the  morning  of  their  retreat 
(May  4),  we  ascertained  beyond  the  possibility  of  a  doubt  that  on  May 
1  or  2  two  brigades  of  North  Carolina  troops  (Garnett's  and  another) 
joined  Pickett,  and  encamped  with  him  on  the  Somerton.  During  that 
pursuit  nearly  300  prisoners  were  captured  from  forty  different  regi 
ments,  all  of  which  had  been  encamped  on  the  Edenton  and  Somerton 
roads,  and  were  from  Jenkins7  and  Pickett's  divisions  and  the  two  North 
Carolina  brigades  exclusively. 

These  prisoners  rather  increased  than  diminished  the  previous  esti 
mates  of  the  enemy's  strength  and  confirmed  fully  the  statements  of 
deserters  and  people  residing  in  the  vicinity. 

The  vast  and  formidable  lines  of  the  enemy's  works  could  not  have 
been  constructed  in  twenty-three  days  by  less  than  35,000  troops,  con 
sidering  the  constant  state  of  activity  in  which  they  were  kept  by  the 
movements  of  our  forces.  Our  own  troops  were  incessantly  engaged  in 
fatigue  duty,  and  certainly  performed  less  than  one-fourth  of  the  labor 
done  by  the  enemy. 

I  am  convinced  by  the  foregoing  facts  that  the  enemy  under  command 
of  Longstreet  during  the  investment  of  Suffolk  was  not  less  than  34,000 
men,  exclusive  of  Hill's  re- enforcements. 

I  am,  major,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

MICHAEL  COKCOKAN, 

Brigadier- General. 

Maj.  B.  13.  FOSTER, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  7. 

Report  of  Maj.  Alexander  G.  Patton,  First  New  York  Mounted  Rifles,  of 
skirmish  on  the  Udenton  road,  April  15. 

CAMP  FIRST  MOUNTED  KIFLES, 

Suffolk,  Va.,  April  18,  1863. 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  3  o'clock  on  the  morn 
ing  of  the  15th  instant  I  left  this  camp  to  make  a  reconnaissance  on  the 
Edenton  road,  to  attack  the  enemy,  and,  if  possible,  to  ascertain  his  force. 
My  command  consisted  of  Company  E,  Captain  Gregory  j  Company  M, 
Captain  Masten,  and  one  howitzer,  in  charge  of  Corporal  McConnoll,  of 
Company  D,  all  of  this  regiment.  At  Fort  Dix  I  was  joined  by  Colonel 
McMahon  with  two  companies  of  infantry. 

We  proceeded  cautiously  for  some  2J  miles,  when,  having  approached 
near  to  the  enemy's  pickets,  I  directed  one  shot  to  be  fired  from  the 
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howitzer ;  Captain  Gregory  to  charge  down  the  road  with  his  company, 
Captain  ifasten  supporting  him,  the  howitzer  party  having  directions 
to  advance  at  quick-time  with  the  infantry,  supported  by  a  detail  from 
our  picket  guard  under  Captain  Poor  commanding  Company  D.  The 
road  was  found  to  have  been  barricaded  no  less  than  eight  times,  but 
such  was  the  rapidity  of  our  movement  that  the  outer  sentry  at  the 
enemy's  camp  was  captured. 

Charging  upon  the  right  of  the  enemy  they  were  found  to  be  drawn 
up  in  line  of  battle  in  the  woods,  and  the  advance  fell  back  to  await  the 
arrival  of  the  remainder  of  the  party,  which  on  coming  up  was  formed 
in  an  open  field  on  the  right  of  the  road  and  in  front  of  the  enemy. 
Company  D  was  then  deployed  as  skirmishers  on  the  edge  of  the  woods 
to  cover  our  right  and  a  charge  made  upon  the  right  of  the  enemy, 
which  was  met  by  a  galling  fire  and  we  were  forced  to  fall  back.  At 
;i  bout  the  same  moment  the  infantry  rushed  forward,  cheering,  and  at 
tacked  their  left,  and  by  their  rapid  and  effective  fire,  in  conjunction 
with  that  of  the  howitzer  opening  on  their  right,  forced  them  to  fall 

back  through  their  camp  on  the  cross-roads  leading  just miles  to 

the  Somerton  road.  At  this  point  we  charged  again,  driving  the  enemy 
some  distance,  but  losing  2  men  of  Company  D,  whom  (the  enemy  at 
length  having  received  re-enforcements  of  infantry  and  artillery)  we 
were  forced  to  leave  in  their  hands. 

Having  accomplished  the  object  of  the  movement  and  destroyed  the 
camp  of  the  enemy  we  fell  back  leisurely,  without  annoyance,  the  en 
emy  appearing  to  be  too  much  crippled  to  attempt  any  offensive  opera 
tions. 

Our  loss  in  the  affair  was  2  men  wounded  and  prisoners  from  Com 
pany  D,  and  1  wounded ;  and  1  man  wounded  in  the  howitzer  party, 
and  18  horses  killed  and  wounded. 

L  have  to  acknowledge  the  efficient  aid  rendered  me  by  Colonel  Mc- 
Mahon  and  the  infantry  under  his  command,  and  to  present  to  your 
notice  Corporal  McConnoll,  who  handled  the  howitzer  in  the  most  effi 
cient  manner. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  G.  PATTON, 
Major,  First  New  Yorlc  Mounted  Rifles. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  CORCORAN. 


No.  8. 

Itinerary  of  the  First  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  D.  Terry,  U.  S.  Army, 
commanding,  April  11-30.* 

April  11,  Saturday. — The  enemy  appeared  before  and  invested  Suf 
folk.  The  brigade  immediately  took  position  in  the  trenches  and  have 
remained  there  ever  since. 

April  17,  Friday. — A  reconnaissance  was  sent  out,  consisting  of  six 
companies  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirtieth  New  York  Volunteers,  two 
companies  of  the  Ninety-ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  and  one  company 
of  the  New  York  State  Sharpshooters,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  force  of  the  enemy  in  front.  They  were  found  in  force  in  rifle-pits 
with  large  reserves.  The  loss  sustained  was  as  follows:  Killed,  2  pri- 


From  Return  of  Brigade  for  April,  1863. 
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vates  of  the  Ninety-ninth  New  York  Volunteers  and  1  private  of  tlie 
One  hundred  and  thirtieth  NewYork  Volunteers ;  wounded,  4  privates 
of  the  Ninety-ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  5  privates  of  the  One  hun 
dred  and  thirtieth  New  York  Volunteers,  and  1  private  of  the  eighth 
company  New  York  State  Sharpshooters. 


No.  9. 

Report  of  Col.  Robert  S.  Foster,  Thirteenth  Indiana  Infantry,  command 
ing  Second  Brigade. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOSTER'S  BRIGADE, 

Suffolk,  Va.,  Hay  9,  18G3. 

CAPTAIN  :  In  pursuance  of  circular  from  your  headquarters  I  have 
the  honor  of  submitting  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my 
command  during  the  twenty-three  days  of  the  investment  of  Suffolk : 

Upon  receiving  information  on  Saturday,  April  11,  of  the  approach 
of  the  enemy  1  immediately  visited  my  command  and  found  them  occu 
pying  their  respective  positions  previously  assigned.  Every  arrange 
ment  was  made  to  secure  as  strong  a  defense  as  possible.  No  evidence 
of  the  enemy's  appearance  on  my  front  until  Sunday. 

On  Monday,  the  13th,  the  pickets  on  the  Sornerton  road  were  driven 
in  by  a  force  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  the  pickets  maintaining  their 
ground  as  long  as  possible.  The  enemy  opened  on  us  with  artillery, 
and  immediately  the  guns  from  Forts  Union,  Nansemond,  and  McClel- 
lan  responded  and  silenced  their  guns.  At  3.30  p.  m.  I  sent  out  a  party 
of  skirmishers,  accompanying  them  myself,  consisting  of  details  from 
the  Thirteenth  Indiana,  One  hundred  and  twelfth  New  York  Volun 
teers,  and  One  hundred  and  sixty-fifth  and  One  hundred  and  sixty-sixth 
Pennsylvania  Militia.  They  advanced  rapidly  and  drove  the  enemy's 
skirmishers  back  to  their  reserve  at  Brothers'  house,  on  the  Somerton 
road.  I  then  established  my  old  picket  line,  extending  from  the  right 
of  Fort  Union  to  Fort  Nansemond,  and  have  maintained  said  line 
throughout  the  siege. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  the  detachments  from  the  above- 
mentioned  regiments  in  their  skirmishing  on  that  day.  At  the  earnest 
solicitations  of  Colonel  Spear,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  I  sent 
out  two  pieces  of  the  Fourth  Wisconsin  Battery,  under  Captain  Vallee, 
supported  by  one  company  of  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-fifth  Pennsyl 
vania  Militia.  After  having  fired  a  few  rounds  I  recalled  them.  In  the 
morning  I  ordered  the  houses  on  the  Somerton  road  near  the  reserve 
picket  station  burned,  which  was  accomplished.  The  enemy  used  the 
white  house  of  Brothers  as  a  shelter,  and  I  was  anxious  to  destroy  it  if 
possible.  To  this  end  I  dispatched  on  several  occasions  a  party  of 
skirmishers  to  effect  this  object,  but  the  overpowering  force  of  the 
enemy  prevented. 

On  Wednesday  Colonel  Spear  (with  orders  from  General  Corcoran) 
took  command  of  a  small  party,  consisting  of  two  companies  of  the  One 
hundred  and  sixty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Militia,  two  companies  of  the  One 
hundred  and  sixty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Militia,  two  pieces  of  the  Sev 
enth  Massachusetts  Battery,  one  company  of  his  own  regiment,  with 
guns,  and  three  companies  of  cavalry,  and  made  an  attempt  to  charge 
their  rifle-pits  at  Brothers'  house,  but  without  success. 

On  Thursday,  April  16,  a  party  of  skirmishers,  under  Lieutenants 
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Wallick  and  Conron,  of  the  Thirteenth  Indiana,  were  sent  out.  They 
exchanged  a  few  shots  with  the  enemy,  but  found  them  too  strong  to 
make  any  advance. 

On  the  succeeding  day  I  sent  Lieutenants  Zent  and  Oonron  with  a 
party  of  the  Thirteenth  Indiana  to  flank  the  works  at  the  white  house 
if  possible.  After  a  sharp  engagement  they  were  obliged  to  withdraw. 
In  this  encounter  Lieutenant  Conron  received  a  wound  from  which  he 
died  a  few  days  after.  He  was  a  brave  and  gallant  officer,  and  sacri 
ficed  his  life  in  his  zeal  to  accomplish  my  desire.  In  all  these  skir 
mishes  the  men  and  officers  from  the  different  regiments  behaved  in  a 
gallant  and  praiseworthy  manner,  and  one  name  I  wish  particularly  to 
mention :  Private  Bircham,  Company  F,  Thirteenth  Indiana  Volunteers. 

On  Saturday,  the  18th,  an  unusual  quietude  prevailed  on  the  picket 
lines.  The  pickets  of  the  One  hundred  and  twelfth  New  York  ex 
changed  newspapers  with  the  enemy's  pickets  and  received  the  assur 
ance  they  would  not  be  fired  on  as  pickets.  The  Thirteenth  Indiana 
was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Getty  at  the  small -pox  hospital. 

On  Sunday  a  portion  of  my  command  was  ordered  to  be  in  readiness 
to  form  a  part  of  an  expedition  on  the  Edenton  road,  and  I  also  organ 
ized  a  party  to  push  out  on  the  Somerton  road  to  co-operate  with  the 
former  party.  Said  expedition  was  postponed  and  did  not  go  out  until 
the  succeeding  Friday. 

The  forces  from  my  front  consisted  of  the  Eleventh,  Fifteenth,  and 
Sixteenth  Connecticut  and  the  Thirteenth  Indiana,  under  command  of 
Colonel  Beach,  Sixteenth  Connecticut;  the  One  hundred  and  sixty- 
ninth  New  York  and  five  companies  of  the  One  hundred  and  twelfth 
New  York  forming  a  part  of  Colonel  Drake's  command.  I  was  intrusted 
with  the  command  of  infantry.  A  report  has  already  been  furnished  of 
the  result  of  the  expedition.*  I  have  kept  large  details  from  the  dif 
ferent  regiments  at  work  during  the  whole  time  building  new  works 
and  strengthening  the  old,  chopping  the  trees  on  the  front,  and  in 
every  way  doing  all  I  could  to  make  our  means  of  resistance  as  suc 
cessful  as  possible.  Upon  hearing  of  the  enemy's  departure,  early  on 
Monday  morning,  and  under  General  Corcoran's  directions,  I  started 
in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  the  result  of  which  has  already  been  furnished 
you  officially. 

During  the  time,  1  have  had  the  following  regiments  on  my  front : 
The  One" hundred  and  sixty-ninth  New  York  was  added  to  my  brigade 
on  April  17.  In  addition  to  my  brigade  the  Eleventh,  Fifteenth,  and 
Sixteenth  Connecticut  and  One  hundred  and  forty-third,  One  hundred 
and  twenty-seventh,  and  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  New  York  have 
occupied  a  portion  of  my  front  at  different  periods.  The  Seventh  Mas 
sachusetts,  First  Delaware,  Sixteenth  New  York,  and  Fourth  and  Sec 
ond  Wisconsin  Batteries  also  constituted  at  different  times  a  part  of 
my  command.  All  the  above  commands  exerted  themselves  to  the  dis 
charge  of  their  duties  in  an  acceptable  and  praiseworthy  manner,  at  all 
times  meeting  every  detail  with  promptness  and  in  every  way  discharg 
ing  their  duties  in  a  soldierlike  manner.  During  the  time,  in  the  dif 
ferent  expeditions  and  skirmishes,  the  enemy  met  with  a  heavy  loss,  as 
subsequent  events  prove. 

ROBT.  S.  FOSTEE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  J.  J.  BLODGETT, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

*  Return  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps,  for  the  month 
of  April,  1863,  shows  a  loss  in  this  affair  of  3  killed  and  11  wounded. 
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No.  10. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  McConihe,  One  hundred  and  sixty-ninth  New 

York  Infantry. 

HEADQUARTERS  169TH  NEW  YORK  VOLUNTEERS, 

Camp  Griswold,  Suffolk,  Va.,  May  8,  1863. 

ADJUTANT  :  In  pursuance  of  your  circular,  dated  May  7,  requiring 
commanders  of  regiments  to  prepare  and  send  in  an  official  report  of 
the  part  taken  by  their  respective  commands  in  the  scenes  of  the  past 
twenty-three  days,  I  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  One  hundred  and 
sixty-ninth  Eegiment  New  York  State  Volunteers  left  Martindale  Bar 
racks,  Washington,  D.  C.,  on  the  morning  of  April  15,  with  orders  to 
go  to  Norfolk,  reporting  en  route  at  Fort  Monroe.  We  were  transported 
by  the  steamer  John  Warner  to  Norfolk,  Va.,  arriving  there  on  the  16th 
instant.  The  same  day  we  were  transported  by  rail  to  Suffolk,  Va., 
arriving  there  late  in  the  night,  and  on  the  morning  of  April  17  we 
were,  by  order  of  General  Peck,  attached  to  Acting  Brigadier-General 
Foster's  brigade,  and  occupied  a  camp  near  the  breastworks  on  the 
Somcrton  road.  From  this  date  up  to  April  24  we  continued  to  furnish 
fatigue  parties  to  work  on  the  fortifications. 

On  April  24  the  regiment  was  placed  in  the  Second  Provisional  Bri 
gade,  Col.  J.  0.  Drake  commanding,  and  moved  out  on  the  Edenton 
road  with  the  other  forces,  and  took  part  in  the  reconnaissance  in  force 
made  by  General  Corcoran  on  that  occasion.  The  regiment  was  placed 
far  in  advance  of  all  others  in  support  of  Captain  Follett's  battery  (D, 
Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery),  and  unflinchingly  faced  a  continuous  and  un- 
abating  shower  of  shell,  grape,  and  canister  from  the  well-directed  fire 
of  the  enemy  until  orders  were  received  to  retire,  the  object  of  the  re 
connaissance  having  been  accomplished.  The  colonel  (Clarence  Buell) 
was  severely  wounded  by  a  piece  of  shell,  and  Lieutenant  Hughes,  of 
Company  A,  was  badly  injured  in  the  leg  by  a  shell ;  E.  H.  Brock,  of 
Company  H,  was  instantly  killed,  the  back  and  top  of  his  head  being 
carried  away  by  a  shell ;  Major  Alden's  horse  was  wounded  in  the  neck 
by  a  shell  and  the  major  bruised;  Corporal  Noyes,  Privates  Falen, 
Fogarty,  and  Kennely  were  wounded. 

On  April  28  Captain  Vaughn,  of  Company  F,  was  detailed  for  the, 
purpose  of  making  a  reconnaissance  through  the  Jericho  Canal}  which 
expedition  was  eminently  successful,  being  made  through  an  overflowed 
swamp,  almost  impenetrable  on  account  of  the  depth  of  the  water  and 
the  nature  of  the  vines,'  brush,  and  timber,  and  at  a  time  when  the  rain 
fell  unceasingly  for  the  two  days  (the  28th  and  29th)  that  the  said  com 
pany  was  absent. 

On  May  3  the  regiment  stood  under  arms  on  Main  street  during  the 
day,  being  ordered  to  act  as  a  reserve,  in  conjunction  with  the  Thir 
teenth  Indiana  Eegiment,  under  Colonel  Dobbs,  to  a  force  which  crossed 
the  Nansemond  at  the  foot  of  said  street,  and  attacked  the  enemy  on 
the  Providence  Church  road.  During  the  night  the  regiment  occupied 
Fort  Peck  and  the  rifle-pits  on  the  left  of  said  fort  at  the  foot  of  Main 
street. 

Monday,  the  4th,  the  regiment  returned  to  camp,  and  has  been  en 
gaged  in  doing  picket  duty  and  furnishing  fatigue  parties. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  McCONIHE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  S.  E.  MARVIN,  A.  A.  A.  G.,  Gen.  Foster's  Brigade,  Suffolk,  Va< 
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No.  11. 

Itinerary  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Col.  Mathew  Murphy r,  One  hundred  and 
eighty-second  New  York  Infantry,  commanding,  April  $-May  3.* 

In  accordance  with  General  Orders,  No.  22,  from  Headquarters  United 
States  Forces,  Suffolk,  Ya.,  issued  April  9, 1863,  Brigadier-General  Cor 
coran  assumed  command  of  the  First  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps; 
whereupon  the  senior  colonel,  Mathew  Murphy,  assumed,  by  right  of 
rank,  command  of  the  Irish  Legion,  and  immediately  issued  his  General 
Orders,  No.  5,  to  that  effect,  appointing  Lieut.  J.  Townsend  Connolly,  of 
the  Sixty-ninth  Regiment,  his  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  and 
established  his  headquarters  at  Fort  Dix,  on  the  southeast  front  of  our 
lines,  facing  the  Edenton  road. 

April  11. — The  enemy  invested  Suffolk  and  soon  after  (the  next  day 
or  so)  worked  around  gradually  from  the  South  Quay,  when  our  pickets 
were  first  driven  in  to  the  Jamestown  and  Edentou  roads.  Immediately 
on  the  first  alarm  the  long  roll  was  beaten,  and  the  troops  deployed  in 
line  along  the  breastworks,  running  right  and  left  from  Fort  Dix.  Their 
relative  conditions  continued  as  follows  until  the  siege  was  raised :  The 
Sixty-ninth  Eegiment  defending  works  in  front  of  its  camp,  on  the  right 
of  the  line;  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-fourth  Regiment  next  in  line  and 
first  on  the  left  of  the  said  fort;  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  at  first 
marched  up  from  their  camp  in  reserve  and  formed  along  the  work's, 
bivouacking  at  night  between  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-fourth  and 
One  hundred  and  Seventieth  Regiments,  and  on  the  left  of  the  One  hun 
dred  and  sixty-fourth. 

April  15. — No  action  was  taken  offensively  on  the  part  of  this  Legion 
against  the  enemy  until  the  15th  instant,  when  a  small  force  was  sent 
out  on  the  Edenton  road  to  reconnoiter.  This  force  consisted  of  one 
company  from  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  Regiment  (Company  I), 
one  company  from  the  One  hundred  and  seventieth,  and  one  company 
trom  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-fourth  (Company  C),  together  with  a 
squadron  of  cavalry  from  the  First  New  York  Mounted  Rifles,  and  one 
6-pouuder,  the  whole  force  under  the  command  of  Colonel  McMahon,  of 
the  One  hundred  and  sixty-fourth  Regiment,  Major  Patton  having  charge 
of  the  cavalry  and  gun.  It  started  from  Fort  Dix  at  2.30  a.  in.,  and, 
after  marching  2£  miles  out  on  the  Edenton  road,  drove  in  the  enemy's 

mounted  pickets,  followed  them  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  -  Mill, 

where  they  found  a  rebel  regiment  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  to  receive 
them.  The  enemy  were  posted  in  the  rear  of  a  large  field,  on  the  right 
of  the  road  covering  a  cross-road,  -which  led  across  the  mill-dam  to  the 
Somertori  road.  Here  a  conflict  ensued  of  half  an  hour's  duration,  when 
the  enemy  retreated,  taking  up  his  second  position  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  mill-pond.  A  few  well-directed  shots  from  the  6-pounder  gun 
drove  him  from  this  place,  when  re-enforcements  arrived  to  the  enemy. 
Colonel  McMahon,  after  advising  witk  Major  Patton,  deemed  it  best  to 
retire,  the  object  of  the  reconnaissance  being  accomplished,  the  entire 
camp  equipage  of  the  enemy  captured,  besides  some  provisions  and 
3  prisoners.  Our  loss  was  9  men  wounded  and  3  killed — 12  in  all.  A 
list  of  casualties  that  have  occurred  in  the  entire  brigade  has  been  for 
warded  through  the  proper  channels,  with  names,  nature,  &c.  j  hence  it 
will  be  better  not  to  recapitulate  here,  as  our  space  is  limited.  From 
this  date  (15th)  until  the  24th  the  brigade  was  engaged  night  and  day 

*  From  Return  of  the  Corcoran  Irish  Legion,  Seventh  Army  Corps,  for  month,  of 
April,  1868. 
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in  building  intrenchments,  digging  and  slashing,  cutting  trees  to  give 
full  range  to  the  guns,  &c. 

April  23. — The  Tenth  New  Jersey  was  assigned  to  this  Legion,  when 
the  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  returned  to  camp  in  reserve  and  the 
Tenth  New  Jersey  took  its  place  between  the  One  hundred  and  sixty- 
fourth  and  One  hundred  and  seventieth  Begiinents. 

April  24. — The  brigade  accompanied  General  Corcoran  on  the  grand 
reconnaissance  in  force  of  that  date.  Marching  from  Fort  Dix  down 
the  Edeuton  road,  double  column  closed  in  mass,  it  brought  up  the  rear 
of  the  column  and  marched  with  it  until  halted  in  a  large  field  on  the 
right,  and  formed  line  of  battle  to  the  right,  while  the  artillery,  cavalry, 
and  skirmishers  in  front  carried  on  the  affair.  Only  one  regiment  was 
marched  from  this  line  (the  One  hundred  and  sixty-fourth,  Colonel  Mc- 
Mahon)  previous  to  halting  and  forming  line;  it  was  sent  to  the  front, 
under  orders  of  General  Corcoran,  to  support  a  line  of  skirmishers.  In 
this  regiment  occurred  our  only  loss.  While  occupying  the  enemy's 
rifle-pits  15  men  were  wounded  (1  mortally)  and  all  borne  oft'  the  field, 
when  the  order  was  given  to  fall  back.  The  remaining  regiments  did 
not  engage  the  enemy,  and  consequently  lost  none.  The  column  started 
from  Fort  Dix  at  about  2  p.  m.  and  returned  about  6  p.  m.  From  this 
date  until  May  3  none  of  the  regiments  were  engaged  on  other  duty  than 
fatigue,  picket,  &c. 

May  3.— The  One  hundred  and  seventieth  Eegiment  accompanied 
General  Getty  on  his  reconnaissance  in  force  across  the  Nanseinond 
Kiver,  on  the  Smithfield  road.  An  account  of  the  proceedings  in  May 
will  be  deferred  to  the  report  of  that  month. 


No.  12. 

Report  of  Col.  William  McEmly,  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  New  York 

Infantry. 

HDQRS.  155TH  EEGT.  N.  Y.  STATE  VOLS., 
CORCORAN  LEGION,  IST  Div.,  TTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Suffolk,  Va.,  May  11,  1803. 

Tn  compliance  with  orders  received  I  here  forward,  for  the  informa 
tion  of  the  brigadier-general  commanding  southeast  front  during  the 
time  of  the  investment  of  Suffolk  by  the  enemy,  a  detailed  account  of 
the  operations  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  Eegiment  New  York 
Volunteers,  under  my  command  : 

An  alarm  from  the  apprehended  approach  of  the  rebels  in  force  com 
menced  in  the  afternoon  of  April  11,  and  five  companies  of  the  regi 
ment  were  sent  to  man  the  breastworks  and  four  ordered  to  garrison 
Fort  Dix. 

From  April  11  to  19  the  regiment  remained  doing  duty  on  the  line  of 
breastworks,  on  which  latter  date  all  but  three  companies  returned  to 
camp,  where  an  order  was  received  to  be  in  readiness  for  an  advance 
against  the  enemy,  but  this  order  was  not  carried  into  effect  as  antici 
pated. 

On  the  morning  of  April  14  Company  I,  with  detachments  from  other 
regiments  under  the  command  of  Col.  J.  P.  McMahon,  One  hundred 
and  sixty-fourth  Eegiment  New  York  Volunteers,  had  a  skirmish  witli 
the  enemy,  and  behaved  with  great  gallantry,  coolness,  and  determina 
tion,  driving  the  rebel  forces,  though  superior  in  number,  back  on  their 
line  of  intrenchments.  Captain  Me  An  ally  and  Privates  Michael  Den- 
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nison,  John  Glennon,  John  Gallivan,  and  John  Leary  were  wounded  in 
this  fight. 

On  the  21st  the  regiment  was  ordered  out  for  a  reconnaissance,  and 
proceeded  as  far  as  the  breastworks,  where  it  remained  from  10  a.  m. 
to  1.30  p.  m.,  when  the  order  was  countermanded,  and  the  regiment, 
after  relieving  the  companies  then  in  Fort  Dix,  with  others  returned 
to  camp. 

Nothing  of  importance  transpired  until  April  24,  when  the  regiment 
prepared  to  move  to  Fort  Halleck,  according  to  an  order  received  the 
day  previous,  but  did  not  go  on  account  of  a  second  order  countermand 
ing  it  and  requiring  the  regiment  to  at  once  get  ready  to  go  on  a  re 
connaissance,  which  it  did,  starting  at  2  p.  m.  and  returning  at  6  p.  m., 
having  marched  out  about  3  miles  on  the  Edenton  road.  No  casualties 
occurred,  the  regiment  not  being  called  into  action.  The  regiment  re 
mained  in  camp  till  the  26th,  on  which  day  Colonel  McEvily  received 
an  order  from  Brigadier- General  Dodge  charging  him  with  the  defense 
of  Fort  Dix  and  the  battery  adjoining. 

Until  May  2  nothing  momentous'  occurred.  At  10  o'clock  in  the  even 
ing  of  that  day  the  long  roll  was  beat,  and  the  regiment  marched  up  to 
Fort  Dix,  when,  under  command  of  General  Corcoran,  it  went  out  on 
the  Edenton  road  and  re-established  our  pickets  that  had  been  driven 
in,  went  close  to  the  enemy's  lines  and  then  returned,  arriving  in  camp 
at  2  a.  m. 

At  3.45  o'clock  on  May  4  the  regiment,  with  other  troops,  started 
out  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  who  were  retreating,  marching  past  their 
fortifications  on  the  Edenton  road  and  turning  off  on  the  Somerton 
road,  and  was  ordered  to  halt  and  hold  the  cross-roads  known  as  Hol 
land's  Corners  ;  the  remainder  of  the  force,  the  One  hundred  and  sixty- 
fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  Sixty-ninth  New  York  National  Guard, 
and  Company  A,  Thirteenth  Indiana,  together  with  a  number  of  other 
regiments,  went  ahead  in  pursuit.  Quite  a  number  of  prisoners  here 
gave  themselves  up  into  our  hands,  and  many  were  captured  and  sent 
back  by  the  forces  ahead.  Toward  evening  all  the  troops  returned  to 
the  Corners,  and  reported  the  enemy  across  the  Blackwater  Kiver,  since 
which  the  usual  routine  of  regimental  and  garrison  duties  have  been 
resumed. 

During  the  period  of  the  investment  of  Suffolk  by  the  enemy,  unfor 
tunately  no  opportunity  occurred  for  the  regiment  to  distinguish  itself, 
although  both  officers  and  men  showed  by  their  cheerful  discharge  of 
every  duty  their  willingness  and  anxiety  to  render  every  possible  aid 
toward  the  discomfiture  of  the  enemy, 

I  am,  lieutenant,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  McEVILY, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Lieut.  J.  T.  CONNELLY,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


No.  13. 

Itinerary  of  the  Reserve  Brigade,  Col.  David  W.  Wardrop,  Ninety-ninth 
New  York  Infantry,  commanding,  April  2^-May  1.* 

This  brigade  was  formed  and  Colonel  Wardrop  assigned  to  the  com 
mand  by  Special  Orders,  No.  106,  dated  April  24,  1863,  from  Head- 

*From  Returns  of  the  Reserve  Brigade,  Seventh  Army  Corps,  for  the  months  of  April 
and  May,  1863. 
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quarters,  Suffolk,  Va.,  Major- General  Peck  commanding.  It  then  con 
sisted  of  the  Ninth  Vermont  Volunteers,  Nineteenth  Wisconsin  Volun 
teers,  Ninety-ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  One  hundred  and  eighteenth 
New  York  Volunteers,  and  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-second  New  York 
Volunteers.  By  Special  Orders,  No.  109,  dated  April  26,  1863,  from 
Headquarters,  Suffolk,  Va.,  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-second  New  York 
Volunteers  was  detached  from  the  brigade  and  attached  to  General 
Terry's  brigade.  During  the  siege  of  Suffolk  all  the  regiments  have 
been  actively  employed  in  manning  the  rifle-pits  and  strengthening  the 
fortifications  and  other  duties  of  the  defense.  The  following  officers 
have  been  wounded  by  sharpshooters  during  the  month,  but  before  the 
formation  of  the  brigade : 

April  23. — Capt.  John  E.  White,  commanding  Company  G,  Ninety- 
ninth  New  York  Volunteers;  thigh  and  arm,  slightly. 

April  24. — James. Wilson,  M.  D.,  surgeon  Ninety-ninth  New  York 
Volunteers ;  chest,  slightly. 

May  1. — At  the  beginning  of  the  month  the  various  regiments  com 
posing  the  brigade  were  posted  in  different  parts  of  the  defenses,  under 
the  immediate  orders  of  the  commanders  of  the  several  fronts  on  which 
they  were  stationed. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  1st  the  Ninety-ninth  New  York  Volunteers, 
then  under  orders  of  Brigadier-General  Terry,  was  sent  out  to  recon- 
noiter  the  enemy's  rifle-pits.  The  enemy  was  found  in  strong  force  and 
the  regiment  was  obliged  to  retire.  Loss,  13  killed  (or  died  of  wounds) 
and  31  wounded.  Two  officers,  Capt.  James  H.  Hart  and  Capt.  Charles 
E.  Cartwright,  were  wounded;  both  slightly. 


No.  14. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  diaries  C.  Dodge,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  South- 
cast  Front. 

HEADQUARTERS  SOUTHEAST  FRONT,  FORT  Dix, 

Suffolk,  Va.,  May  7,  18C3. 

CAPTAIN  :  In  accordance  with  circular  just  received  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report  of  operations  upon  this  (southeast)  front, 
extending  from  Forts  Union  to  Halleck,  inclusive,  since  Saturday,  April 
11,  when  I  first  assumed  command: 

As  at  that  time  the  enemy  were  already  in  our  immediate  front  and 
the  general  disposition  of  our  force  complete,  it  only  remained  for  me 
to  carry  out  the  orders  received  from  Brigadier-General  Corcoran,  com 
manding  front  defenses,  to  watch  closely,  and,  if  advisable,  counteract 
any  movement  of  the  enemy;  to  make  every  preparation  in  my  power 
for  the  defense  of  my  line;  to  keep  the  troops  constantly  on  the  alert 
and  ready  for  immediate  service;  to  finish  as  rapidly  as  possible  the 
various  works  then  in  process  of  erection,  or  which  thereafter  might  be 
decided  upon,  including  a  large  amount  of  slashing,  &c.  These  orders 
were  diligently  complied  with. 

It  seeming  advisable  to  ascertain  the  force  and  intentions  of  the  enemy 
upon  this  immediate  front,  a  detachment,  under  command  of  Colonel 
McMahon,  One  hundred  and  sixty-fourth  Regiment  New  York  Volun 
teers,  and  consisting  of  three  companies  of  infantry,  a  squadron  of  cav 
alry  (the  First  New  York  Mounted  Rifles),  and  a  mountain  howitzer, 
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was  advanced  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  —  ultimo,  and  vigor 
ously  engaged  the  rebel  outposts,  driving  them  quite  back  upon  their 
reserves,  who  retired  nearly  a  mile  to  the  old  mill,  about  5  miles  from 
this  place.  At  this  time  about  3,000  men  were  reported  on  the  Edenton 
road  and  vicinity. 

The  rebels  at  once  commenced  throwing  up  a  redan  and  strong  breast 
works  completely  commanding  the  road  and  approaches  to  their  posi 
tion.  Rifle-pits  for  the  protection  of  their  outposts  were  also  con 
structed.  It  was  not  considered  advisable  to  attempt  to  prevent  this 
as  our  forcej;  were  at  that  time  too  much  engaged  upon  important  duty 
under  General  Getty.  Slight  skirmishing  between  the  outposts  con 
tinued  daily,  with,  however,  but  2  casualties  upon  our  part.  Scouts 
were  continually  out,  and  every  exertion  was  made  to  keep  us  fully 
informed  of  whatever  the  enemy  might  be  attempting.  Occasional  de 
serters  from  their  ranks  aided  us  greatly  in  this  respect. 

On  the  —  a  force  of  some  200  infantry  and  an  equal  number  of  cav 
alry,  under  the  command  of  Col.  S.  P.  Spear,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  endeavored  to  again  feel  the  enemy  on  our  front,  but  was 
unable  to  drive  them  from  their  rifle-pits,  which  were  uncommonly  de 
fensible. 

On  the  —  most  of  the  troops  along  this  front  were  detailed  by  the 
brigadier-general  commanding  for  a  reconnaissance  in  force  under  his 
own  command.  During  his  absence  it  became  my  duty  to  dispose,  as 
advantageously  as  possible  along  General  Corcoran's  front,  such  fresh 
troops  as  had  been  ordered  up  to  defend  the  line  in  place  of  those  re 
lieved,  and  to  prepare  for  any  emergency  that  might  occur  upon  either 
the  Edenton  or  Somerton  roads,  upon  which  our  forces  were  engaged. 
General  Corcoran  reported  the  enemy  re-enforced  to* about  6,000  or  8,000 
men  and  eight  pieces  of  artillery  on  the  Edenton  road. 

From  the  —  ultimo  to  the  2d  instant  nothing  of  moment  occurred 
along  this  front,  and  our  men  were  kept  most  busy  at  the  various  fatigue 
work  necessary. 

About  11  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  3d  instant  the  officer  of  the 
day  reported  with  two  deserters,  who  informed  us  that  the  enemy  were 
rapidly  withdrawing  their  forces  and  en  route  for  the  Blackwater.  The 
troops  were  at  once  ordered  under  arms  and  the  report  forwarded  to 
headquarters  south  front.  Investigation  and  additional  deserters  soon 
confirmed  the  first  report,  and  with  a  column  of  about  150  cavalry,  four 
pieces  of  light  artillery,  and  three  regiments  of  infantry  I  started,  by 
command  of  Brigadier-General  Corcoran,  in  pursuit.  Advancing  rap 
idly  but  cautiously  we  soon  arrived  at  the  enemy's  earthworks,  which 
were  found  quite  deserted.  Pushing  on,  a  small  cavalry  detachment 
was  sent  to  Cypress  Chapel,  on  the  Edenton  road,  where  several  rebel 
officers  and  men  were  secured,  and  with  the  main  body  we  moved  by 
the  first  available  road  over  to  the  main  Somerton  road,  and  leaving 
a  force  at  the  cross-roads  pushed  on  to  Leesville,  where  we  united  with 
Colonel  Foster's  column,  which,  starting  simultaneously  with  ourselves 
and  having  some  5  miles  less  distance  to  travel,  had  reached  that  point 
in  advance  of  us  and  succeeded  in  picking  up  large  numbers  of  strag 
glers  and  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  rear  guard  as  prisoners. 

Brigadier- General  Corcoran  then  assuming  command  of  the  united 
forces,  we  advanced  some  distance  toward  Holland's  Corners,  where,  upon 
consultation,  it  was  decided  that  no  advantage  could  be  gained  by  push 
ing  the  infantry  farther,  as  our  advanced  scouts  and  others  reported 
the  main  force  of  the  enemy  already  over  the  river  and  occupying  their 
strong  earthworks  there.  Cavalry,  however,  was  thrown  forward  to 
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Holland's  Corners,  Carrsville,  Deserted  House,  &c.,  and  succeeded  in 
bringing-  in  some  40  or  50  prisoners.  The  entire  column  was  then  re 
turned  to  Suffolk  and  the  troops  resumed  the  usual  regimental  and 
general  duties. 

During  the  time  that  I  have  been  iu  command  of  this  part  of  General 
Corcoran's  front  occasional  but  immaterial  changes  have  occurred  iu  the 
troops  and  their  dispositions. 

1  have  but  few  casualties  to  report,  a  list  of  which  has  been  forwarded. 
Much  arduous  labor  has  been  accomplished,  which  can  but  prove  satis 
factory  to  the  general  commanding. 

1  am  happy  to  say  in  conclusion  that  with  scarce  an  exception  officers 
and  men,  under  every  circumstance  of  exposure,  fatigue,  and  danger, 
have  exhibited  such  cheerful  endurance,  earnest  faithfulness,  and  eager 
desire  to  meet  the  enemy  as  must  always  insure  them  success,  while  it 
merits  the  admiration  and  gratitude  of  the  commanding  generals. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  C.  DODGE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Capt.  J.  J.  BLODGETT, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  15. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Geor<je  W.  Getty,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Third 
Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps. 

HDQRS.  THIRD  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Suffolk,  Va.,  May  12,  18G3. 

SIR:  On  April  11,  the  alarm  of  the  enemy's  approach  being  given, 
in  compliance  with  the  orders  of  the  major-general  commanding,  the 
troops  of  this  division  were  called  out  under  arms.  The  pickets  along 
the  northeastern  front  were  strengthened ;  two  companies  of  the  Tenth 
New  Hampshire  were  placed  iu  Fort  Halleck,  where  they  remained 
until  May  10 ;  the  troops  under  Colonel  Dutton  engaged  in  fortifying 
the  river;  the  Twenty-first  Connecticut  and  five  companies  of  the  Thir 
teenth  New  Hampshire  at  Fort  Connecticut;  the  Fourth  Ehode  Island, 
One  hundred  and  third  New  York,  and  the  remainder  of  the  Thirteenth 
New  Hampshire  at  Fort  Stevens  were  called  in.  Three  companies, 
however,  of  the  Thirteenth  New  Hampshire  were  ordered  to  remain  at 
Fort  Connecticut,  with  orders  to  observe  the  river,  resist  any  attempt 
of  the  enemy  to  cross  until  the  last  moment,  and  then  to  fall  back  to 
Suffolk  over  the  corduroy  bridge  across  Broer's  Creek,  taking  up  the 
bridge.  The  troops  remained  Binder  arms  and  on  the  alert  during  the 
night.  The  Second  Brigade  strengthened  the  south  front  between 
Forts  Union  and  McClellan,  and  remained  in  this  position  until  April 
28,  with  the  exception  of  the  Eighth  Connecticut  Volunteers,  which,  on 
the  14th,  was  ordered  to  the  river  front,  where  it  has  since  remained. 

On  the  18th  General  Harland  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
front  from  Fort  Halleck  to  Battery  Onondaga,  and  on  the  28th  the 
Eleventh  aud  Fifteenth  Eegiments  Connecticut  Volunteers,  and  on  the 
29th  the  Sixteenth  Connecticut  Volunteers,  reported  to  him. 

On  the  12th  Col,  A.  H.  Dutton,  commanding  the  Third  Brigade, 
was  placed  in  command  of  the  line  of  defenses  included  between  Forts 
Jericho  and  Halleck,  and  at  once  set  to  work  throwing  up  rifle-pits 
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and  fortifying  Ids  position.  Under  Colonel  Dutton's  supervision  the 
front  between  Fort  Halleck  and  Battery  Onondaga  was  very  materially 
strengthened.  Eifle-pits  were  thrown  up,  covering  all  the  approaches 
by  the  Portsmouth  road,  and  a  second  line  oil  the  west  bank  of  Jericho 
Creek  and  Fort  Button,  on  the  left  of  Fort  Jericho,  was  thrown  up.  He 
was  relieved  on  April  18  by  Brigadier-General  Harland  and  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  river  defenses  between  the  mouth  of  Jericho  Creek 
and  Dr.  Council's.  The  Eighty-ninth  Kegiment  New  York  Volunteers 
was  placed  in  Fort  Montgomery,  where  it  remained  until  May  6  with 
the  exception  of  temporary  absences. 

On  the  13th  the  Fourth  Kegiment  Hhode  Island  Volunteers  was  or 
dered  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Corcoran  and  was  stationed  by 
him  behind  the  breastworks  on  the  left  of  Fort  Union.  It  occupied  this 
position  until  May  1,  when  it  was  relieved  by  the  Ninth  Vermont  and 
placed  on  the  line  of  river  defenses  near  Fort  Connecticut,  where  it  now 
is.  The  One  hundred  and  third  New  York  was  stationed  on  the  loth 
instant  behind  the  breastworks  to  the  left  of  Fort  Union,  a  position 
which  it  held  until  May  G.  The  Ninth  Eegiment  New  York  Volunteers 
was  placed  in  Fort  Nansemoud,  where  it  remained  until  relieved  and 
sent  North  on  May  3. 

It  is  my  painful  duty  in  this  connection  to  animadvert  upon  the  course 
pursued  by  the  Ninth  Begiment  New  York  Volunteers,  who  for  the  first 
time  in  their  military  history  turned  their  backs  upon  the  enemy,  and, 
deaf  to  the  appeals  of  the  commander  of  the  department,  persisted  -in 
returning  home,  when  every  consideration  of  patriotism,  honor,  and 
pride  called  upon  them  to  remain  and  share  the  dangers  of  battle  with 
their  comrades  in  the  field.  Most  deeply  do  I  regret  that  a  regiment 
whose  career  since  they  entered  the  service  two  yrears  ago  has  been 
most  brilliant  should  at  the  close  sully  their  glorious  reputation  by  such 
an  act  5  but  it  is  due  to  truth  to  say  that  in  my  opinion  the  fault  lies 
chiefly  with  the  officers,  and  most  of  all  with  the  commanding  officer, 
whose  whole  course  in  this  affair  seems  to  have  been  actuated  by  per 
sonal  pique  and  caprice. 

On  April  14,  reconnoitering  along  the  river,  I  discovered  a  battery  of 
the  enemy  at  Norfleet's  farm,  which  in  an  engagement  that  morning 
with  our  gunboats  had  disabled  the  Mount  Washington  and  repulsed 
the  remainder.  I  found  that  this  battery  mounted  four  guns — two 
20  pounder  Parrotts  and  two  brass  12-pouuders;  that  it  commanded 
completely  a  point  directly  opposite  and  extending  out  some  distance 
from  this  side,  and  that  a  large  party  of  the  enemy  was  at  work  strength 
ening  the  battery  and  throwing  up  additional  works  and  rifle-pits.  I 
immediately  sent  for  guns  and  troops,  negroes  and  tools,  which  arrived 
in  the  course  of  the  afternoon. 

During  the  night  I  filled  the  point  with  sharpshooters  to  dispute  the 
passage  of  the  enemy  in  case  he  attempted  to  cross,  and  posted  the 
Tenth  New  Hampshire  and  a  section  of  artillery  to  check  his  farther 
advance  in  case  he  succeeded  in  driving  our  sharpshooters  and  effecting 
a  lodgment  on  the  point.  Their  position  was  strengthened  with  rifle-pits 
during  the  night.  Two  positions  were  selected  for  batteries,  one  near 
the  base  of  and  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  point,  since  named  Battery 
Kimball,  distant  some  1,200  yards  from  the  enemy's  battery,  the  other 
on  the  left  side  of  the  point,  at  the  mouth  of  Broer's  Creek,  distant  900 
yards  from  the  enemy's  battery,  and  since  named  Battery  Morris. 

The  works  were  pushed  vigorously  during  the  night.  Battery  Mor 
ris,  constructed  by  Captain  Beger,  Second  Wisconsin  Battery,  who, 
with  three  guns  of  his  battery  (10-pounder  Parrotts),  had  been  sent  to 
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me  by  the  order  of  the  commanding  general,  was  completed  and  the  guns 
placed  in  position  before  2  a.  m.  Battery  Kimball  was  completed  about 
midnight.  Two  20-pounder  Parrot  t  guns,  under  Captain  Morris,  Ninth 
Kegiment  New  York  Volunteers,  and  one  3-inch  gun  of  the  Fourth  Wis 
cousin  Battery,  also  under  his  charge,  were  placed  in  position.  Both 
batteries  were  screened  by  trees  and  underwood. 

At  daylight  the  next  morning  Captain  Beger,  cutting  away  the  trees 
which  intercepted  his  fire,,  opened  on  the  enemy's  battery,  firing  percus 
sion-shell  from  one  gun,  fuse-shell  from  a  second,  and  case-shot  from 
the  third.  In  a  few  moments  the  enemy  replied,  firing  briskly.  Several 
of  the  20-pounder  shells  passed  through  and  through  the  frail  parapet 
of  Battery  Morris.  As  soon  as  his  whole  attention  was  engaged  with 
Battery  Morris  and  the  position  of  his  guns  ascertained  from  their  fire, 
the  screen  was  thrown  aside  from  Battery  Kimball  and  Captain  Morris 
opened  fire  from  all  his  guns,  directing  his  whole  fire  on  one  piece  of 
the  enemy,  and  successively  on  two  others,  silencing  all  three  in  turn, 
Captain  Beger  meanwhile  keeping  up  a  hot  and  well-directed  fire  from 
his  three  guns  in  Battery  Morris.  At  the  end  of  two  hours  the  enemy's 
fire  slackened  and  became  very  feeble.  In  another  hour  he  was  entirely 
silenced. 

During  the  action  our  sharpshooters,  who  had  been  placed  on  the 
point  and  on  an  island  in  the  marsh  to  the  right,  kept  up  a  fire  which 
must  have  proved  very  annoying  to  the  enemy's  gunners,  since  it  pro 
voked  one  or  two  discharges  of  canister.  The  following  night  he  with 
drew  his  guns. 

The  only  casualties  were  3  drivers  of  Battery  A,  Fifth  United  States 
Artillery,  wounded,  1  mortally.  One  of  the  20-pounder  Parrotts  threw 
off  its  muzzle  after  firing  twelve  rounds  and  was  replaced  by  a  3-inch 
gun  from  the  Fourth  Wisconsin  Battery,  a  section  of  which  had  been 
sent  to  me  and  was  kept  in  reserve. 

The  three  days  following  every  nerve  was  strained  to  put  the  river  in 
a  thorough  state  of  defense.  The  military  road  already  completed  to 
Fort  Connecticut  was  extended  to  Fort  Stevens.  Batteries  and  rifle- 
pits  were  thrown  up  on  all  the  exposed  points.  The  troops,  as  fast  as 
they  arrived,  were  sent  into  the  trenches,  and  on  the  18th  the  following 
was  the  disposition  of  the  troops  along  the  line  of  the  river: 

Lieut.  G.  B.  Easterly,  Fourth  Wisconsin  Battery,  at  Battery  Kimball, 
with  one  20-pounder  Parrott  and  two  3-inch  guns;  Thirteenth  New 
Hampshire  Volunteers,  with  one  company,  of  sharpshooters,  holding 
position  next  below  the  mouth  of  Jericho  Creek ;  Captain  Beger,  Second 
Wisconsin  Battery,  with  two  guns,  in  Battery  Morris,  supported  by  one 
company  of  the  Twenty-fifth  New  Jersey  Volunteers ;  Lieutenant  Crabb, 
with  one  section  of  light  12-pounders;  Lieutenant  Schulz,  with  one  sec 
tion  of  10-pounder  Parrotts ;  the  Tenth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers, 
Ninth  Vermont  Volunteers,  one  company  of  the  Twenty-fifth  New  Jer 
sey  Volunteers,  and  four  companies  of  the  Nineteenth  Wisconsin  Vol 
unteers,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Donohoe,  Tenth  New  Hampshire 
Volunteers,  holding  position  of  Fort  Connecticut,  from  Broer's  Creek  to 
Dr.  Council's;  Captain  Morris,  with  two  20-pounder  Parrotts  in  Battery 
Stevens,  supported  by  Colonel  Pease,  One  hundred  and  seventeenth 
New  York  Volunteers;  Major  Wheelan  on  the  right  of  Colonel  Pease, 
with  four  companies  of  Mounted  Eifles,  and  five  gunboats  between  the 
mouth  of  Broer's  Creek  and  a  point  half  a  mile  below  Dr.  Council's  land 
ing.  Gunboats  below  West  Branch;  number  not  known.  Two  regi 
ments  of  infantry,  the  Eighth  Connecticut  and  Nineteenth  Wisconsin 
Volunteers,  six  companies,  and  one  section  of  artillery  in  reserve. 
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On  the  14tli  instant  the  enemy  had  planted  a  battery  in  the  earth 
works  on  Hill's  Point,  and,  in  the  engagement  that  ensued  between 
them  and  our  naval  forces  in  the  river,  almost  entirely  destroyed  the 
gunboat  Mount  Washington.  After  this  action  five  gunboats  returned 
to  the  Upper  Nansernond,  above  Hill's  Point,  and  it  became  evident 
that  their  safety  required  that  this  battery  should  be  silenced,  for  the 
channel  of  the  river  runs  within  50  yards  of  Hill's  Point,  and  the  action 
of  the  14th  showed  conclusively  that  it  would  be  almost  certain  de 
struction  for  any  boat  to  attempt  to  run  past.  It  was  therefore  with 
a  view  to  deliver  our  gunboats  from  a  dangerous  position,  as  well  as  to 
annoy  the  enemy  and  to  gain  possession  of  an  important  point  for 
future  operations,  that  an  expedition  to  cut  out  the  battery  was  under 
taken.  The  plan  of  operation,  as  arranged  with  Lieutenant  Lamson, 
IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  flotilla,  was  as  follows :  Five  hundred  men 
were  to  embark  on  the  gunboat  Stepping  Stones  at  Dr.  Council's  land 
ing,  proceed  down  the  river,  land  on  Hill's  Point  just  above  the  bat 
tery,  and  charge  the  works  with  the  bayonet.  Lieutenant  Lamsou 
volunteered  to  land  four  boat  howitzers  to  co-operate  in  this  movement, 
and  at  his  request  was  furnished  with  40  men  to  man  the  drag-ropes. 

At  5.30  p.  m.  on  April  19,  detachments  of  130  men  from  the  Eighth 
Connecticut  and  140  men  from  the  Eighty-ninth  New  York  embarked 
on  the  Stepping  Stones  at  Dr.  Council's  landing.  A  canvas  screen, 
which  effectually  concealed  the  men,  was  drawn  up  all  around  the  deck, 
and  the  boat  pushed  off  and  steamed  rapidly  down  the  stream.  As  she 
approached  the  battery  not  a  shot  was  fired  or  a  sound  heard  to  indi 
cate  the  presence  of  the  enemy.  He  was  waiting,  with  all  his  guns 
double-shotted  with  canister,  until  the  vessel  should  come  abreast  and 
within  50  yards  of  his  battery.  At  300  yards  above  the  battery  Lieu 
tenant  Lamson  headed  his  boat  inshore,  but  striking  on  a  spile  she 
glanced  off,  and,  borne  on  the  ebb-tide,  was  on  the  eve  of  shooting  in 
front  of  the  battery,  when  Lieutenant  Lamson,  with  admirable  presence 
of  mind,  reversed  the  paddle-wheels  and  backed  her  aground.  The 
men  jumped  off  from  both  ends  of  the  boat  up  to  their  waists  in  mud 
and  water,  scrambled  hastily  ashore,  and  with  a  cheer  dashed  for  the 
battery.  In  an  instant  Lieutenant  Lamsou  had  lauded  his  howitzers 
and  followed.  The  enemy,  apprised  of  our  approach  by  the  cheers, 
opened  a  hot  fire  of  musketry,  and  was  enabled  even  to  reverse  and 
fire  one  of  his  guns  j  but  seeing  himself  cut  off',  and  receiving  one  or 
two  discharges  of  canister  from  Lainson's  howitzers,  he  surrendered. 
The  capture  of  5  guns,  7  ofiicers,  and  130  men,  the  liberation  of  the  five 
gunboats  above,  and  the  occupation  of  a  point  of  vital  importance  to 
the  enemy  and  an  admirable  point  of  operations  for  us  were  the  results 
of  one  of  the  most  brilliant  achievements  of  the  war.  Our  loss  was  4 
killed  and  10  wounded. 

The  battery  taken,  our  whole  attention  was  turned  to  fortifying  the 
position  and  preparing  for  attack.  The  boat  howitzers  were  placed  in 
battery  just  above  the  landing  place  in  a  position  to  sweep  the  plain  in 
front  over  which  the  attacking  party  must  pass,  rifle-pits  were  com 
menced,  and  pickets  thrown  out.  Col.  A.  H.  Dutton  was  placed  in  com 
mand.  Five  companies  of  the  Tenth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  a 
detachment  of  GO  men  of  the  Ninth  Vermont,  Colonel  Pease,  One  hun 
dred  and  seventeenth  New  York,  with  four  companies  of  his  regiment, 
and  Lieutenant  Crabb?  Battery  A,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery,  with  gun  de 
tachments  to  man  the  captured  pieces,  were  sent  over  to  re-enforce  the 
position,  and  by  morning  a  formidable  line  of  rifle-pits  and  batteries  was 
erected. 
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The  boat  howitzers  were  withdrawn  aiul  re-embarked  on  the  arrival 
of  Lieutenant  Crabb.  Contrary  to  expectation  the  morning  dawned 
without  an  attack.  A  section  of  Battery  A,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  Murray,  and  the  remainder  of  the  One  hun 
dred  and  seventeenth  New  York  were  sent  across.  The  day  was  spent 
in  fortifying  and  strengthening  the  position.  No  demonstration  was 
made  by  the  enemy  during  the  day  with  the  exception  that  in  the 
morning  a  line  of  skirmishers  advanced  across  a  field  and  afterward 
withdrew. 

In  compliance  with  the  order  of  the  major-general  commanding,  given 
upon  my  representations,  the  position  was  evacuated  on  the  night  of 
the  20tii.  The  movement  began  soon  after  dark.  The  artillery,  in 
trenching  tools,  surplus^  ammunition,  &c.,  were  embarked  on  the  Step 
ping  Stones,  and  the  troops  ferried  across  and  landed  on  the  marsh  op 
posite  by  the  West  End  and  by  small  boats.  The  picket  line  was  held 
to  the  last  moment,  and  at  12.30  o'clock  the  last  load  crossed  over  un 
disturbed  by  the  enemy,  who  during  the  whole  evacuation  scarcely  fired 
a  shot  or  gave  the  least  annoyance. 

After  the  capture  of  Hill's  Point  Battery  nothing  of  special  impor 
tance  occurred  until  May  3.  The  enemy's  sharpshooters  caused  consid 
erable  annoyance  to  our  pickets  and  working  parties ;  nevertheless  the 
works  were  pushed  vigorously,  every  available  man  being  sent  into  the 
trenches. 

On  the  18th  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  two  heavy  guns  in  sunken 
batteries  on  the  West  Branch,  a  few  hundred  yards  above  Hill's  Point; 
but  the  capture  of  Hill's  Point  on  the  19th  exposed  them  to  a  similar 
fate  and  necessitated  their  withdrawal.  They  were  withdrawn  on  the 
night  of  the  19th. 

On  the  24th  the  Ninth  Vermont,  Eighth  Connecticut,  and  the  Nine 
teenth  Wisconsin  Volunteers  were  ordered  by  the  major-general  com 
manding  to  report  to  General  Dodge  to  take  part  in  a  reconnaissance 
under  direction  of  General  Corcoran.  They  returned  the  following 
morning. 

On  the  27th  instant  a  new  battery  of  the  enemy  was  discovered  some 
distance  west  of  Norfleet's  house,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  it 
opened  fire  on  the  Swan  and  Commerce,  two  unarmed  steamers  which 
passed  down  the  river  from  Suffolk. 

On  April  30  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  a  battery  of  three  heavy  guns 
at  Le  Compte's  house  on  the  West  Branch.  After  a  short  engagement 
with  the  gunboats  and  the  two  20-pounder  Parrotts,  under  Captain 
Morris,  in  Fort  Stevens,  the  battery  was  silenced. 

On  May  2  I  received  orders  to  make  a  reconnaissance  on  the  Provi 
dence  Church  road  the  following  day. 

The  operations  of  the  3d  instant  constituted  a  reconnaissance  designed 
to  ascertain  the  number  and  position  of  the  enemy's  force  and  his  move 
ments.  They  were  threefold.  The  main  foi^ce  was  to  advance  on  the 
Providence  Church  road,  while  two  expeditions  were  to  cross  the  Nanse- 
inond  below  at  different  points,  seize  Keed's  Ferry,  and  feel  the  enemy's 
left.  The  One  hundred  and  third  and  Eighty-ninth  Regiments  New 
York  Volunteers,  supported  by  the  Twenty-fifth  New  Jersey  and  Thir 
teenth  New  Hampshire,  crossing  the  bridge  over  the  river,  deployed  as 
skirmishers  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  road  and  advanced,  driving  the 
enemy  back  from  position  to  position  until  he  took  refuge  in  his  rifle- 
pits  and  batteries.  Hasbrouck's  battery  followed  along  the  road,  and, 
with  the  assistance  of  Davis'  battery,  kept  silent  the  enemy's  artillery. 
Major  Wheelan,  with  four  companies  of  the  Mounted  Eifles,  followed 
20  R  R— VOL  xvni 


306  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  S.  E.  VIRGINIA.  [CHAP.  XXX. 

Hasbrouck's  battery  but  was  not  brought  into  action.  The  Connecticut 
regiments,  Eleventh,  Fifteenth,  and  Sixteenth,  under  General  Harlaud, 
followed  and  supported  the  advance,  relieving  the  advance  regiments 
as  they  exhausted  their  ammunition  and  holding  the  ground  already 
gained;  Colonel  Onderdonk's  cavalry,  the  One  hundred  and  forty-third, 
One  hundred  and  forty -fourth,  and  One  hundred  and  seventieth  Regi 
ments  New  York  Volunteers,  constituted  the  reserve,  under  the  com 
mand  of  Colonel  Mclvor,  of  the  One  hundred  and  seventieth  Regiment 
New  York  Volunteers. 

The  enemy  was  found  strongly  posted  at  the  forks  of  the  Providence 
Church  and  Reed's  Ferry  roads.  An  earthwork  on  his  left  rested  on  a 
swamp,  from  which  strong  rifle-pits  extended  across  his  whole  front 
and  rested  on  his  right  on  a  branch  of  the  river.  It  will  be  seen  that 
the  position  could  not  be  turned,  and  to  carry  if  a  direct  assault  had  to 
be  made  ou  the  front,  -which,  even  if  successful,  must  inevitably  have 
resulted  in  a  great  sacrifice  of  life.  It  was  determined,  therefore,  on 
consultation  with  the  major-general  commanding,  that  the  objects  of  the 
reconnaissance,  in  revealing  the  position  and  force  of  the  enemy,  were 
attained  as  far  as  was  possible  under  the  circumstances,  and  therefore 
nothing  remained  but  to  withdraw  with  as  little  loss  as  possible.  Ac 
cordingly,  the  rifle-pits  on  the  enemy's  side  next  the  draw-bridge  were 
manned  by  the  One  hundred  and  seventieth  New  York  Volunteers,  and 
the  whole  force  was  rapidly  and  quietly  withdrawn  without  the  loss  of  a 
man.  The  movement  was  completed  by  9  p.  m.  and  the  bridge  taken  up. 

We  lost  in  this  engagement  Col.  Benjamin  Ringold,  of  the  One  hun 
dred  and  third  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers,  a  most  gallant  and  val 
uable  officer,  who  fell  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  late  in  the  afternoon.* 

Meanwhile  the  Fourth  Rhode  Island  Volunteers  crossed  in  boats  at 
Hill's  Point  at  daylight  and  advanced  across  the  field  toward  the  woods, 
but,  encountering  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy  advantageously  posted 
in  the  woods,  they  were  compelled,  after  considerable  skirmishing,  to 
withdraw  upon  Hill's  Point,  from  Avhence  they  were  withdrawn  to 
this  side  the  following  night.  The  Fourth  Rhode  Island  was  assisted 
by  a  boat  howitzer  from  the  Commodore  Barney  and  by  a  detachment 
of  the  One  hundred  and  seventeenth  New  York  Volunteers.  The 
Twenty-first  Connecticut,  a  section  of  Vallee's  battery,  Fourth  Wiscon 
sin,  and  a  sergeant  and  10  men  from  the  Mounted  Rifles,  under  command 
of  Major  Crosby,  of  the  Twenty-first  Connecticut,  crossed  the  river  near 
Sleepy  Hole,  with  the  assistance  of  the  gunboats,  and  advanced  to 
Chuckatuck,  where  they  drove  out  some  300  of  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
part  of  which  retreated  on  the  route  leading  to  Isle  of  Wight  and  the 
remainder  on  the  road  leading  to  Everett's  Bridge,  some  3  miles  above 
Reed's  Ferry.  Skirmishing  all  the  way,  they  pushed  forward  to  Reed's 
Ferry,  which  they  occupied  after  a  brisk  skirmish,  in  which  they  cap 
tured  a  lieutenant  and  15  men.  Being  unable  to  communicate  with  our 
forces  on  the  left,  the  Fourth  Rhode  Island,  or  the  main  advance,  Major 
Crosby,  moved  down  the  le'ft  bank  of  the  West  Branch  to  the  Nanse- 
mond  and  took  up  an  intrenched  camp,  from  which  he  was  withdrawn 
the  following  day.  He  lost  2  killed  and  4  wounded. 

On  May  5  the  commanding  general  published  General  Orders,  No.  31, 
announcing  the  retreat  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  7th,  Field  Orders,  No.  14,  were  issued,  disposing  the  troops  of 
this  division  as  follows,  which  positions  they  now  occupy:  The  Second 

*  Return  of  the  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Department  of  Virginia,  for  the  month  of  May, 
1863,  gives  the  following  casualties  in  this  affair:  Sixty  killed  and  wounded. 
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Brigade,  General  E.  Harland,  from  Fort  Halleck  to  the  inoutli  of  Jericho 
Canal;  the  Third  Brigade,  Col.  A.  H.  Button,  on  the  river,  from  the 
mouth  of  Jericho  Creek  to  Battery  Stevens;  the  First  Brigade,  Col. 
H.  S.  Fairchild,  in  reserve  along  the  line  of  Suffolk  County  road  from 
Jericho  Canal  to  Calhoun's;  the  artillery  in  the  batteries  along  the 
river. 

The  amount  of  work  performed  by  troops  on  this  line,  taken  in  con 
nection  with  the  great  amount  of  picket  duty  necessitated  by  the  extent 
of  the  line  and  the  incessant  watchfulness  imposed  by  the  presence  of 
^be  daring  and  enterprising  enemy  in  great  force,  is  astounding.  On  the 
front,  from  Fort  Halleck  to  Battery  Onondaga,  there  have  been  thrown 
up  3,434  yards  of  rifle-pits  and  308  yards  of  parapet,  7  feet  high  and  7 
feet  in  thickness  on  top.  On  the  river  line,  4,398  yards  of  rifle-pits, 
1,944  feet  of  parapet,  with  an  average  height  of  8  feet  and  thickness  of 
something  over  10  feet  on  top,  were  constructed.  In  addition  to  which 
some  10  miles  of  entirely  new  roads,  including  several  bridges  over 
impassable  creeks  and  marshes  and  miles  of  corduroying,  were  made. 
Much  of  the  work  was  done  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters, 
who  proved  exceedingly  annoying  during  the/whole  course  of  the  siege. 
These  results  could  not  have  been  obtained  had  I  not  had  the  efficient 
support  of  Colonels  Button  and  Pease,  commanding  the  upper  and  lower 
defenses  respectively,  and  their  officers  and  men.  Both  of  these  offi 
cers  worked  day  and  night. 

Colonel  Button,  in  addition  to  his  duties  as  a  commanding  officer,  was 
also  obliged  to  assume  those  of  an  engineer,  and  personally  laid  out  and 
constructed  many  of  the  most  important  works  on  this  line. 

Lieutenant  Murray,  of  Battery  A,  Fifth  IT.  S.  Artillery,  was  also  of 
great  service  in  constructing  works.  Fort  Lamson  and  a  battery  next 
below  Dr.  Council's  was  Jaid  out  by  him. 

The  services  of  Colonel  Derrom,  in  constructing  roads  and  bridges, 
were  of  the  utmost  value.  Without  the  bridge  constructed  by  him 
across  Broer's  Creek  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  line  of  the  river  could 
have  been  held  with  the  small  force  at  my  disposal. 

Colonel  Stevens,  also,  of  the  Thirteenth  New  Hampshire,  is  deserving 
of  credit.  Both  Colonels  Stevens  and  Derrom  displayed  zeal,  judg 
ment,  and  courage  on  the  3d  instant. 

The  whole  deportment  of  the  troops  was  excellent;  with  a  single  ex 
ception  there  was  no  complaint.  Every  order  was  obeyed  with  the 
utmost  cheerfulness,  and  the  same  men  who  came  off  picket  duty  in  the 
morning  went  on  fatigue  duty  at  night  without  a  murmur. 

The  artillery  is  especially  deserving  of  great  credit.  Captain  Morris, 
Ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  with  a  battery  of  20-pounder  Parrotts, 
with  the  assistance  of  three  10  pounder  Parrotts  of  Captain  Beger's 
battery,  silenced  most  effectually  the  enemy's  battery  at  Norfleet's,  and 
after  ward  rendered  good  service  in  silencing  his  batteries  at  LeCompte's. 

The  services  of  the  signal  officers,  Lieutenants  Thayer  and  Murray, 
were  great,  and  rendered  always  cheerfully  and  promptly. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  acknowledging  the  important  serv 
ices  rendered  by  the  naval  forces  co-operating  in  the  river,  a  tribute 
which  they  have  richly  merited.  Lieutenants  Cushing  and  Lamson 
and  the  officers  and  men  of  their  commands  have  shown  that  in  their 
country's  service  they  know  no  fear,  and  that  the  old  breed  of  naval 
heroes  is  not  extinct ;  but  to  Lieutenant  Lamson  .in  particular,  whose 
gallantry  exhibited  in  his  engagements  at  Nortlcct's  and  at  Hill's  Point 
has  been  fully  equaled  by  the  willingness  and  desire  he  has  shown  on 
nil  occasions  to  eo  operate  with  the  land  forces  and  to  do  everything 
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for  the  good  of  the  service,  my  thanks  are  due.  But  hi  acknowledging 
the  services  of  meritorious  officers  I  must  not  omit  those  of  my  own 
staff.  To  their  services  I  am  myself  a  witness,  and  with  great  pleasure 
am  I  able  to  state  that  in  every  emergency  they  have  responded  to  the 
call  made  upon  them  with  alacrity  and  willingness.  Captain  Gardner, 
assistant  adjutant- general  j  Lieutenants  McKechnie  and  Faxon,  aides- 
de-camp  ;  Dr.  Humphreys,  medical  director,  and  Lieutenant  Herbert, 
ordnance  officer,  did  their  whole  duty,  and  in  this  is  comprised  every 
thing. 

Capt.  Hazard  Stevens,  assistant  adjutant-general,  whose  distinguished 
services  and  conduct  have  been  acknowledged  in  previous  reports,  was 
particularly  conspicuous  throughout  the  operations  above  recited.  On 
all  occasions,  whether  in  the  discharge  of  his  legitimate  duties  in  the 
trenches,  reconuoitering,  or  on  the  field  under  the  enemy's  fire,  lie 
evinced  an  earnestness  and  devotion  worthy  of  emulation  and  deserv 
ing  the  highest  praise. 

I  append  lists*  of  officers  and  men  of  the  Eighty-ninth  New  York 

and  Eighth  Connecticut  Volunteers,  who  participated  in  the  storming 

of  the  enemy's  battery  at  Hill's  Point ;  also  reports  of  brigade,  battery, 

and  regimental  commanders.     Lists  of  casualties  already  transmitted.-? 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  GETTY, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 

Maj.  B.  B.  FOSTER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Suffolk,  Va. 


No.  16. 

Report  of  Col.  Harrison  S.  Fair  child,  Eighty -ninth  New  Yorlc  Infantry, 
commanding  First  Brigade. 

HDQRS.  FIRST  BRIGL,  THIRD  Div.,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Suffolk,  Va.,  May  7,  1863. 

SIR  :  In  compliance  to  circular  orders  from  Headquarters,  Third  Di 
vision,  dated  May  5.  1863,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  re 
port  : 

On  the  evening  of  April  11,  by  your  orders,  I  sent  two  companies  of 
the  Tenth  New  Hampshire  to  Fort  Halleck,  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
12th  the  remaining  eight  companies  of  this  regiment  were  sent  to  relieve 
the  Eighty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  on  picket  at  the  Jericho  Canal, 
and  the  Eighty-ninth  Regiment  ordered  to  Fort  Montgomery. 

On  the  13th  the  Tenth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers  was  relieved  by 
the  Thirteenth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers  and  returned  to  camp.  Oil 
the  afternoon  of  April  13  the  One  hundred  and  third  Regiment  New 
York  Volunteers  was  sent  to  the  front,  on  the  right  of  Fort  Union,  and 
the  Ninth  New  York  Volunteers  was  held  in  reserve  between  Forts 
Union  and  McClellan  until  evening  and  then  sent  to  Fort  Nansemond. 
On  the  same  afternoon  the  eight  companies  of  the  Tenth  New  Hamp 
shire  Volunteers  were  sent  to  the  Nansemond  River,  below  Jericho 
Canal,  near  the  small-pox  hospital.  This  disposition  of  the  regiments 

*  Not  found.  t  Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  286. 
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of  the  brigade,  and  subsequently  placed  under  different  commanders 
other  than  the  brigade  commander,  remained  so  until  April  23,  when 
Col.  II.  C.  Hawkins  assumed  command  of  this  brigade  by  Special  Or 
ders,  No.  100,  dated  Headquarters  Third  Division,  April  23,  1863. 

On  Saturday,  May  2,  by  Special  Orders,  No.  109,  dated  Headquarters 
Third  Division,  May  2,  18G3, 1  again  assumed  command  of  the  brigade, 
but  having  no  command  assigned  me  on  the  front  with  any  portion  of 
the  brigade,  consequently  not  being  in  a  position  personally  to  observe 
the  actions  of  the  several  regiments,  I  can  only  submit  reports  of  the 
regimental  commanders,  giving  an  account  of  their  operations,  and  a  list 
of  casualties  in  each  regiment,  which  are  herewith  inclosed.* 

General,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

H.  S.  FAIKCHILD, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 
General  GEORGE  W.  GETTY, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps. 


No.  17. 

Reports  of  Col.  William  E.  Pease,  One  hundred  and  seventeenth  New  York 

Infantry. 

HDQRS.  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTEETNH  N.  Y.  VOLS., 

Calliourfs  Point,  Va.,  April  19,  1863—11.30  a,  m. 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  about  10.15  a.  m.  to-day  a  new 
rebel  battery,  opposite  Stevens'  battery  at  this  Point,  opened  fire  on  the 
gunboat  below  here.  They  fired  two  or  three  shots  before  the  boat 
replied.  The  boats  from  above  moved  down  to  a  point  opposite  this 
camp  and  opened  fire.  Stevens'  battery  opened  as  soon  as  possible  and 
very  satisfactorily.  A  new  battery  of  the  enemy,  heretofore  unknown 
to  UK,  below  the  old  battery,  opened  the  fire,  and  we  believe  that  it  has 
been  pretty  effectually  silenced.  I  filled  the  rifle-pits,  dug  last  night, 
with  sharpshooters,  and  a  brisk  fire  has  been  kept  up  on  their  sharp 
shooters.  The  enemy  have  not  replied  to  the  fire  of  the  battery  on  this 
Point.  They  have  not  fired  for  the  last  forty  minutes.  The  gunboats 
are  tiring  occasionally.  All  is  well.  No  casualties  known. 
Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  PEASE. 

General  GETTY, 

Commanding  Third  Division. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Galhoun's  Point,  Va.,  April  21,  1863. 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  6  o'clock  p.  m.  yester 
day  I  received  an  order  from  the  commanding  general  to  hold  the  One 
hundred  and  seventeenth  New  York  Volunteers  and  a  section  of  the 
Fourth  Wisconsin  Battery  in  readiness  to  march  to  the  landing  at  Dr. 
Council's  house  and  embark  for  Hill's  Point  in  case  the  party  sent 
against  the  enemy's  work  at  that  place  were  successful.  The  place  was 

— > — ,, . . — . •••  •-.•  \f 

*  Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  28C, 
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carried  about  7  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  this  command  marched  immediately. 
On  arriving  at  Dr.  Council's  no  boat  was  ready  to  take  the  command 
over.  About  10  o'clock  p.  m.  Captain  Vallee  received  an  order  to  return 
with  his  section  of  artillery  to  Calhoun's  Point.  The  One  hundred  and 
seventeenth  New  York  Volunteers,  720  strong,  remained  in  the  road 
until  about  12  p.  in.,  and  received  an  order  to  report  to  Colonel  Douohoe, 
Tenth  ]Sew  Hampshire  Volunteers,  about  1£  miles  above  Dr.  Council's. 
The  regiment  reported  as  ordered,  and  about  2.30  p.  m.  on  the  20th  an 
order  was  sent  to  send  four  companies  of  the  One  hundred  and  seven 
teenth  New  York  Volunteers  back  to  Dr.  Council's  house  to  embark  for 
Hill's  Point.  A  special  order  was  received  from  the  commanding  gen 
eral  for  the  colonel  of  the  One  hundred  and  seventeenth  New  York  Vol 
unteers  to  take  command  of  the  four  companies  of  his  regiment  and 
accompany  them  to  Hill's  Point.  Companies  D,  F,  H,  and  K  were  the 
companies  sent  over;  they  arrived  at  4  o'clock  p.  m.  and  began  to  in 
trench.  A  detail  was  made  from  the  companies  to  furnish  skirmishers. 
The  skirmishers  were  deployed  and  exchanged  shots  with  the  enemy,  in 
which  First  Sergt.  William  Casselman,  Company  D,  One  hundred  and 
seventeenth  New  York  Volunteers,  was  severely  wounded  in  the  right 
leg  by  a  rifle-ball  from  the  enemy's  skirmishers.  The  first  fire  applied 
to  the  building  on  Hill's  Point  was  set  by  Second  Lieut.  D.  B.  Magill, 
One  hundred  and  seventeenth  New  York  Volunteers,  who  volunteered 
to  perform  the  service.  At  10  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  20th  the  remainder 
of  the  regiment  arrived  and  reported  and  were  set  to  work  intrenching. 
At  3  o'clock  p.  m.  the  order  to  evacuate  the  Point  was  issued.  The  em 
barkation  commenced  on  one  of  the  gunboats,  and  after  landing  about 
400  men  on  the  marsh  opposite  Hill's  Point  the  small  boats  were  substi 
tuted,  and  the  crossing  of  all  was  completed  about  12.30  a.  ni.  on  the 
morning  of  the  21st.  All  reached  their  old  camp  in  safety. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  PEASE, 
Colonel,  Comdg.  One  hundred  and  seventeenth  N.  T.  Vols. 

Capt.  HAZARD  STEVENS, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps. 


HDQRS.  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTEENTH  N.  Yr.  VOLS., 

Calhoun's  Point,  Va.,  April  22,  1863—8.30  a.  m. 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  this  end  of  the  line. 
No  movement  of  the  enemy  discovered  last  night ;  no  evidences  of  any 
parties  working  during  the  night.  If  we  could  have  the  use  of  a  12- 
pounder  boat  howitzer  it  would  be  very  effective  indeed  in  preventing 
the  enemy  from  placing  artillery  in  the  battery  on  the  opposite  shore. 
Captain  Morris  informs  me  that  the  howitzer  can  be  obtained  from  Cap 
tain  Cushing,  on  the  gunboat.  I  have  a  four-gun  battery  nearly  com 
pleted,  and  respectfully  request  that  the  remainder  of  Captain  Vallee's 
pieces  be  sent  down.  There  was  no  movement  of  the  gunboats  during 
the  night. 

Very  respectfully,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  PEASE, 
Colonel,  Comdg.  One  hundred  and  seventeenth  $T.  Y.  Vols. 

Captain  STEVENS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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HEADQUARTERS  CALIIOUN'S  POINT,  VA., 

May  1,  18G3. 

CAPTAIN:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  gunboats  all  below  Hill's 
Point.  They  were  fired  upon  while  moving  down  about  7  o'clock  p.  m. 
yesterday.  The  officer  in  command  of  the  picket  at  Hill's  Point  last 
night  reports  that  about  0.40  p.  m.  his  sentinels  saw  men  approaching 
in  small  parties  of  2  and  3,  and  our  men  who  were  on  guard  in  advance 
of  the  rifle-pits  opened  fire  upon  them.  The  enemj*  returned  it  and  con 
tinued  to  advance,  increasing  in  numbers.  Our  sentinels  fell  back,  firing, 
and  the  men  behind  the  rifle-pit  opened  fire;  but  the  enemy  still  ad 
vanced  and  greatly  outnumbered  our  party.  Our  men  took  to  the  boats 
and  on  reaching  the  boats  not  a  piece  was  loaded  to  give  the  signal 
agreed  upon  in  case  they  were  obliged  to  retreat.  The  officer  in  com 
mand,  Lieutenant  Magill,  then  fired  three  shots  from  his  revolver,  which 
was  the  signal,  and  all  put  off.  They  reached  the  opposite  bank  in 
safety  a  few  minutes  past  10  o'clock  p.  m.  There  was  no  firing  from  the 
enemy  after  the  boats  reached  the  shore,  but  in  going  they  fired  several 
volleys.  There  is  nothing  in  reference  to  the  enemy's  batteries  since  7 
o'clock  p.  m.  yesterday.  The  30-pouuder  Parrott  has  not  arrived. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  PEASE, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Capt.  HAZARD  STEVENS, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  .Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS  CALIIOUN'S  POINT,  VA., 

May  4,  1863—8.45  p.  m. 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  this  morning  sent  Lieu 
tenant  Eisley,  of  the  One  hundred  and  seventeenth  New  York  Volun 
teers,  with  30  men  of  his  regiment,  across  the  river  with  orders  to  ad 
vance  as  far  as  possible,  and  gain  such  information  as  he  could  of  the 
movements  of  the  enemy.  He  landed  ami  sent  a  part}7  of  his  men  out  as 
skirmishers,  advancing  slowly;  seeing  some  indications  of  the  enemy,  I 
ordered  him  to  return  to  the  rifle-pits  until  I  could  send  for  one  of  the 
gunboats  to  come  up  and  protect  his  left  flank  and  rear.  At  1.30  p.  in., 
there  being  no  indications  that  we  were  to  receive  any  assistance  from 
the  gunboat,  I  directed  Lieutenant  Eisley  to  advance  slowly  and  go  as 
far  as  he  could.  He  started  and  found  no  impediment  to  his  progress; 
he  passed  four  batteries  in  the  woods  along  the  marsh  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  West  Branch  all  bearing  on  the  river.  He  reports  that  the  enemy 
kept  the  right  bank  of  the  West  Branch  very  strongly  picketed.  He 
passed  on  to  the  battery  on  the  hill  at  Le  Compte's  house.  The  position 
is  a  very  strong  one;  an  excavation  made  behind  a  fence,  revetted  with 
timbers  and  two  embrasures;  rifle-pits  on  the  right  and  rear  of  the 
buildings.  Lieutenant  Eisley  sent  a  citizen  and  a  negro,  both  of  whom 
I  sent  to  headquarters  of  the  division. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  PEASE, 
'   Colonel,  Commanding, 

Capt.  HAZARD  STEVENS, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps. 
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No.    18. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Edivard  Harland,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second 

Brigade. 

HDQRS.  [SECOND  BRIG.,]  THIRD  Div.,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Suffolk,  Fa.,  May  G,  18(33. 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
movements  of  the  troops  of  this  brigade  from  April  11  to  the  present 
time: 

On  the  afternoon  of  April  11  the  brigade  was  placed  under  arms  in 
consequence  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  I  received  orders  from 
General  Peck  to  hold  my  command  in  readiness  to  support  either  Gen 
eral  Terry  or  Colonel  Foster,  who  had  commands,  respectively,  on  the 
ri^'lit  and  left  of  Fort  Nanseinond. 

The  troops  remained  under  arms  during  the  night,  and  on  the  morn 
ing  of  the  12th,  by  order  of  General  Peck,  I  sent  the  Eighth  and  Six 
teenth  Regiments  Connecticut  Volunteers  to  occupy  a  portion  of  the 
breastworks  on  the  right  of  Fort  Union.  About  noon  of  the  same  day 
I  received  verbal  instructions  from  Brigadier- General  Corcoran  to  take 
command  of  the  line  of  defenses  between  Forts  Union  and  McClellan. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  the  entire  brigade  was  posted  along  the 
line  of  breastworks  under  my  command.  That  evening,  by  order  of 
General  Peck,  I  sent  the  Eighth  Connecticut  to  report  to  General  Getty 
for  instructions,  since  which  time  the  regiment  has  not  been  under  my 
command. 

On  April  18  1  was  ordered  to  take  command  of  the  line  of  defenses 
extending  from  Fort  Halleck  to  Battery  Onondaga.  The  Eleventh  and 
Fifteenth  Regiments  reported  to  me  on  April  28  and  the  Sixteenth  on 
the  29th. 

Nothing  of  any  importance  occurred  until  May  3,  when,  with  the 
Eleventh,  Fifteenth,  and  Sixteenth  Regiments,  I  took  part  in  the  re 
connaissance  on  the  Providence  Church  road.  The  regiments  crossed 
the  Nansemoud  at  the  draw-bridge  at  about  9  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
May  3.  Immediately  after  the  brigade  had  crossed  the  bridge  the  One 
hundred  and  third  and  Eighty-ninth  New  York,  in  the  advance,  engaged 
the  enemy's  pickets.  The  brigade  halted,  and  remained  in  this  posi 
tion  until  about  12  m.,  when  I  crossed  the  river  to  confer  with  General 
Getty,  and  received  orders  from  him  to  send  one  regiment  to  support 
the  One  hundred  and  third  New  York,  which  was  reported  to  be  Avith- 
out  ammunition,  and  also  to  return  and  take  the  general  direction  of 
the  movement. 

I  recrossed  and  sent  the  Sixteenth  Connecticut,  under  command  of 
Colonel  Beach,  up  to  the  support  of  the  One  hundred  and  third  Regi 
ment,  and  having  reached  said  regiment  relieved  it.  After  relieving 
the  One  hundred  and  third  the  Sixteenth  engaged  the  enemy  and 
moved  forward  a  short  distance  until  the  right  of  the  regiment  rested 
on  the  bank  of  the  river.  This  position  was  held  by  the  regiment  until 
night,  when  the  troops  were  withdrawn  to  the  other  side  of  the  river. 

Soon  after  sending  the  Sixteenth  Connecticut  to  support  the  One 
hundred  and  third  New  York  I  received  word  from  Colonel  Derrom, 
commanding  the  Twenty  -fifth  New  Jersey,  on  the  right  of  the  road,  that 
he  needed  support ;  also  word  to  the  same  effect  from  Colonel  Stevens, 
commanding  the  Thirteenth  New  Hampshire,  which  was  on  the  left  of 
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the  road.  I  sent  the  Fifteenth  Connecticut,  under  Colonel  TJpham,  to 
re-enforce  the  right,  and  the  Eleventh  Connecticut,  under  Colonel  Sted- 
man,  to  re-enforce  the  left. 

The  reports  of  the  commanders  of  these  different  regiments  are  here 
with  forwarded,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  their  positions  did  not 
vary  materially  during  the  rest  of  the  day.  The  general  position  re 
mained  the  same  throughout  the  day,  with  the  exception  that  part  of 
the  artillery  took  up  a  more  advanced  position  about  5  p.  in.,  by  order 
o£  General  Getty.  About  the  same  time  I  placed  the  One  hundred  and 
forty-tlfird  New  York,  one  of  the  regiments  held  in  reserve  in  the  or 
chard,  on  the  left  of  the  road.  The  regiment  was  deployed  in  a  direc 
tion  parallel  to  the  line  of  battle,  the  right  resting  about  100  yards  in 
rear  of  the  left  of  the  advance  while  the  left  of  the  regiment  rested  on 
a  bay  that  set  back  from  the  river. 

About  sunset  Captain  Stevens,  of  General  Getty's  staff,  informed  me 
that  General  Getty  wished  rue  to  withdraw  the  troops  to 'the  other  side 
of  the  river  as  soon  as  I  could,  under  cover  of  night;  that  he  desired 
the  pickets  withdrawn  last,  and  that  he  wished  one  section  of  Howard's 
battery  and  one  of  Davis'  battery  to  remain  until  the  bulk  of  the  troops 
had  crossed.  Captain  Stevens  indicated  the  positions  which  General 
Getty  desired  those  sections  of  batteries  to  occupy.  He  also  stated 
that  General  Getty  wished  me  to  direct  Colonel  Derroin,  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  New  Jersey,  to  make  a  detail  of  men  from  his  regiment  to  take 
up  the  bridge  after  the  troops  had  all  crossed,  and  to  superintend  the 
work  himself.  I  sent  one  staff  officer  to  give  the  necessary  orders  to 
the  troops  on  the  right  of  the  road  and  another  to  those  on  the  left. 
Before  these  staff  officers  returned  Lieutenant  Faxon,  aide-de-camp  of 
General  Getty  informed  me  that  General  Getty  wished  to  see  me  at 
General  Peck's  headquarters.  I  found  General  Getty,  who  told  me  that 
he  had  given  orders  that  four  pieces  of  Davis'  battery  instead  of  two 
were  to  remain  to  protect  the  troops  in  falling  back,  and  that  Colonel 

Davis,  of  the Eegiment,  would  superintend  the  taking  of  the 

bridge  instead  of  Colonel  Derrom,  and  that  he  wished  me  to  have  a 
detail  of  men  sufficient  for  that  purpose  report  to  Colonel  Dei  vis  at  the 
bridge.  General  Getty  further  directed  me  to  place  one  of  the  regi 
ments  which  had  been  held  in  reserve  during  the  day  in  the  rifle-pits  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  river,  to  serve  as  a  rear  guard.  I  went  to  the  other 
side  of  the  river  to  superintend  the  withdrawal  of  the  forces. 

After  the  troops  had  all  crossed  the  river  except  the  One  hundred 
and  seventieth  New  York,  which  was  then  marching  from  the  rifle-pits 
(where  it  had  been  placed  to  serve  as  a  rearguard  to  the  bridge),  I  saw 
Lieutenant  Faxon,  who  informed  me  that  it  was  not  General  Getty's  in 
tentions  that  the  troops  should  be  withdrawn  until  further  orders  were 
received  from  him;  that  he  had  heard  that  the  enemy  were  retreating, 
and  if  so  he  wished  to  be  in  a  position  to  follow  them  up  in  the  morning. 
The  movement  had  then  been  conducted  so  far  that  in  a  few  minutes  all 
the  troops  would  be  across.  I  therefore  did  not  order  the  crossing  to 
cease,  but  waited  until  the  last  had  crossed  and  then  reported  in  person 
to  General  Getty  that  the  troops  were  across  and  that  Colonel  Davis 
was  commencing  to  take  up  the  bridge.  General  Getty  repeated  what 
Lieutenant  Faxon  had  informed  me — that  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
have  the  forces  withdrawn  until  ordered  by  him.  As  the  rumor  that 
the  enemy  were  retreating  proved  to  be  true  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
this  singular  misunderstanding  should  have  arisen. 

I  forward  herewith  regimental  reports  of  the  movements  of  th^e  dif- 


314  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  S.  E.  VIRGINIA.  [CiiAr.  XXX. 

ferent  regiments  in  this  brigade  from  April  11  to  April  30,  'and  reports 
of  the  commanders  of  the  Eleventh,  Fifteenth,  and  Sixteenth  Kegi- 
ments  of  the  part  taken  by  their  respective  regiments  in  the  recon 
naissance  of  the  3d  instant.  Lists  of  casualties  have  already  been 
forwarded.* 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWAKD  HAKLAND, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
CHARLES  T.  GARDNER, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  19. 

Report  of  Col.  John  E.  Ward,  Eighth  Connecticut  Infantry,  of  the  capture 
of  Battery  Huger  ^  April  19L 

HDQRS.  EIGHTH  BEGIMENT  CONNECTICUT  YOLS., 

Suffolk,  Va.,  May  0,  18G3. 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  regiment  in  the  capture  of  the  rebel  battery  at  Fort  Huger, 
April  19,  1863. 

On  tbe  afternoon  of  April  10,  in  accordance  with  orders  from  General 
Getty,  I  inarched  from  ray  bivouac  with  six  companies  (130  men)  of  my 
regiment  and  embarked  on  the  gunboat  Stepping  Stones,  in  company 
with  Lieutenant-Colonel  England  and  about  150  men  of  the  Eighty-ninth 
New  York  Yoluuteers.  We  were  landed  at  Hill's  Point,  in  the  rear  of 
Fort  Huger,  a  little  before  sunset,  immediately  charged  upon  the  works, 
and  after  a  very  short  struggle  captured  the  fort,  with  five  pieces  of 
artillery,  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition,  and  about  130  prisoners,  in 
cluding  7  officers.  Having  taken  possession  we  immediately  proceeded 
to  place  the  captured  guns  in  position  to  resist  any  attempt  of  the  enemy 
to  retake  the  Point,  and  commenced  intrenching  ourselves  as  well  as 
possible  with  the  means  at  our  disposal. 

lie-enforcements,  including  the  other  four  companies  of  my  regiment, 
soon  arrived,  and  all  were  employed  during  the  night  in  constructing  rifle- 
pits,  removing  ammunition  from  the  fort,  and  performing  picket  duty. 
At  about  10  o'clock  our  pickets  stationed  a  short  distance  outside  the 
fort  were  attacked  and  driven  in,  but  were  immediately  reposted  and 
held  their  position  until  the  regiment  was  relieved  at  noon  the  follow 
ing  day. 

The  loss  of  my  regiment  in  this  affair  was  1  killed,  4  severely  wounded, 
and  several  others  very  slightly  injured.    A  list*  of  the  names  of  the 
killed  and  wounded  is  forwarded  herewith. 
Yery  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  EDWAED  WAED, 
Colonel  Eighth  Regiment  Connecticut  Volunteers. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  WILLIAMS, 

Adjutant- General  State  of  Connecticut. 

*  Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  287. 
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No.  20. 
Reports  of  Col.  Griffin  A.  Stedman,  Jr.,  Eleventh  Connecticut  Infantry. 

HDQRS.  ELEVENTH  CONNECTICUT  VOLUNTEERS, 

May  3,  1803. 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Eleventh  Eegiment  Connec 
ticut  Volunteers  crossed  the  Nansemond  River  at  the  draw-bridge  this 
morning,  being  part  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division.  About 
midday  it  was  ordered  to  the  front  to  support  the  Thirteenth  New 
Hampshire  Volunteers,  which  was  skirmishing  on  the  left  of  the  new 
Providence  Church  road.  By  order  of  Colonel  Stevens,  in  charge  of 
the  troops  in  that  place,  the  regiment  was  deployed  and  became  a  part 
of  the  line  of  skirmishers.  After  advancing  some  distance  into  the 
woods  (50  rods)  the  line  halted,  by  command  of  Colonel  Stevens,  and 
remained  in  that  j)osition  until  withdrawn  by  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Harlaiid.  During  this  time  the  line  was  within  20  yards  of  the 
enemy  and  exchanged  shots  constantly. 

Casualties :  Capt.  RandaM  H.  Bice,  Company  A,  wounded  in  leg  and 
in  the  arm;  both  wounds  serious.  Brivate  John  Bracken,  Company 
F,  wounded  in  the  abdomen ;  Brivate  Samuel  Bassett,  Company  A, 
wounded  in  the  knee;  and  Brivate  Auguste  Didier,  Company  I,  missing; 
he  was  sent  forward  and  did  not  return ;  supposed  to  have  been  shot 
or  captured.  The  regiment  marched  with  220  enlisted  men  and  20 
officers,  and  returned  to  camp  without  a  straggler. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GBIFFIN  A.  STEDMAN,  JR., 
Colonel  Eleventh  Connecticut  Volunteers. 
Lieut.  II .  B.  GATES, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Brigade. 


HDQRS.  ELEVENTH  CONNECTICUT  VOLUNTEERS. 

Suffolk,  Va.,  May  5,  18G3. 

SIR  :  In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  78,  dated  Headquarters 
Second  Brigade.  Third  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps,  May  1,  1803,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  this 
regiment  from  April  11  to  April  30 : 

At  the  time  of  the  alarm  the  regiment  was  ordered  under  arms  and 
remained  so  until  the  evening  of  April  12,  when  the  men  were  allowed 
to  go  to  their  quarters  for  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  it  was  ordered  to  the  parapet,  on  Foster's 
front,  between  Forts  Union  and  McClellan. 

On  April  24  it  composed  a  part  of  a  reconnoitering  force  on  the  Eden- 
ton  road,  under  Brigadier-General  Corcoran.  During  this  reconnais 
sance  the  regiment  was  deployed  as  skirmishers.  Casualties  were  1  man 
killed  and  1  wounded. 

On  the  28th  ultimo  it  was  relieved  from  duty  on  Foster's  front  and 
received  orders  to  report  to  Brigadier- General  Harlaud,  on  the  river 
front,  where  it  still  remains. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GBIFFIN  A.  STEDMAN,  JR., 
Colonel  Eleventh  Connecticut  Volunteers, 
Lieut.  H.  B.  GATES, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Qeneral, 
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No.  21. 

Report  of  Col.  Arthur  H.  J)utton,  Ticenty-first  Connecticut  Infantry,  com 
manding  Third  Brigade. 

HDQRS.  THIRD  BRIG.,  THIRD  Div.,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Suffolk,  Fa.,  May  — ,  18G3. 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  recent 
operations : 

Early  in  the  month  of  April  my  command  was  constituted  as  follows: 
The  Fourth  Rhode  Island  and  Thirteenth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers, 
stationed  on  the  Norfolk  and  Petersburg  Railroad,  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  north  of  Suffolk ;  the  Twenty-fifth  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  on  Jericho 
Creek,  three-quarters  of  a  mile  northwest  of  the  above,  and  the  Twenty- 
first  Connecticut  Volunteers,  on  the  Nansemond  River,  3  miles  below 
Suffolk.  The  latter  regiment  had  just  commenced  the  work  now  knoAvn 
as  Fort  Connecticut,  and  on  April  8  was  joined  by  three  companies  of 
the  Thirteenth  New  Hampshire,  under  Major  Storer. 

On  the  10th  ultimo,  information  having  been  received  that  the  enemy 
was  advancing  from  the  Blackwater,  I  was  ordered  to  proceed,  with  the 
Fourth  Rhode  Island,  the  Thirteenth  New  Hampshire,  and  the  One  hun 
dred  and  third  New  York,  to  a  point  on  the  Nansemond  opposite  the 
mouth  of  Western  Branch,  fortify  the  position,  open  direct  communica 
tion  with  the  Twenty-first  Connecticut,  and  hold  the  entire  line  between 
the  said  point  and  the  mouth  of  Jericho  Creek,  to  prevent  any  crossing 
of  the  enemy.  Below  this  point  the  river  was  safely  held  by  gunboats. 
The  command  arrived  at  the  point  designated  about  midnight.  At  sun 
rise  the  work  on  the  fortifications  commenced;  trees  were  felled,  ritie- 
pits  made,  Battery  Stevens  commenced,  and  Lieutenant  Bruce,  of  my 
staff,  reconnoitered  a  site  for  a  military  road  to  the  camp  of  the  Twenty- 
first  Connecticut.  A  road  was  already  in  progress  from  the  latter  camp 
direct  to  Jericho  Creek,  and  only  awaited  the  completion  of  a  trestle 
bridge  over  Broer's  Creek,  under  charge  of  Colonel  Derrom,  Twenty-fifth 
New  Jersey. 

On  the  evening  of  the  llth,  however,  orders  were  received  to  return 
instantly  to  Suffolk.  No  means  of  transportation  being  at  hand,  it  be 
came  necessary  to  leave  a  considerable  quantity  of  baggage  and  a  small 
guard.  The  battalion  of  Major  Storer  was  retained  at  Fort  Connecticut, 
with  instructions  to  maintain  a  strict  watch  on  all  sides  to  prevent  a 
crossing  of  the  enemy,  if  possible,  and,  if  forced  to  retreat,  to  do  so  by 
way  of  the  new  road,  destroying  camp  equipage,  &c.,  and  demolishing  1  he 
trestle  bridge.  No  attack  being  made,  on  the  following  day  our  position 
was  strengthened.  I  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  line  of  defense 
included  between  Forts  Halleck  and  Jericho.  On  this  line  I  threw  up 
rifle-pits  and  posted  the  troops  in  the  most  advantageous  manner  for  con 
centration  upon  any  given  point,  while  at  the  same  time  I  held  myself 
in  readiness  to  support  General  Corcoran,  on  my  immediate  right,  should 
his  be  the  line  attacked.  Not  thinking  it  safe  to  send  a  train  of  wagons 
for  the  abandoned  baggage,  I  dispatched  two  or  three  at  a  time  to  Bat 
tery  Stevens,  and  by  this  means  transferred  every  thing  in  safety  from  that 
point  to  my  headquarters.  Six  men  from  the  Fourth  Rhode  Island  re 
mained  there  permanently  to  observe  the  enemy.  The  baggage  of  the 
Twenty-first  Connecticut  was  transferred  by  hand  over  Broer's  Creek 
and  thence  by  wagons  to  its  camp. 

On  the  12th  the  Fourth  Rhode  Island  was  assigned  to  the  command 
of  Brigadier-General  Corcoran. 
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On  the  13th  the  Nineteenth  Wisconsin  was  assigned  to  iny  command, 
and  on  the  day  following  the  Ninth  Vermont  also  reported  to  me. 

On  the  15th  my  line  of  defense  was  extended  to  Battery  Onondaga, 
at  the  month  of  Jericho  Greek.  It  may  suffice  here  to  remark  that  all 
points  of  the  defenses  have  been  constantly  strengthened  each  day  since 
the  commencement  of  the  siege,  all  soldiers,  including  pickets,  being 
required  to  labor  day  and  night  on  the  retrenchments. 

On  Tuesday,  the  14th,  the  enemy  having,  from  a  battery  nearly  op 
posite  the  small-pox  hospital,  engaged  and  damaged  the  naval  forces  on 
the  river,  I  was  ordered  to  reconnoiter  positions  for  counter  batteries 
and  superintend  their  construction.  Under  the  supervision  of  the  gen 
eral  commanding  division  I  constructed  Batteries  Kimball  and  Morris, 
the  Tenth  and  Thirteenth  New  Hampshire  and  Eighth  Connecticut  biv 
ouacking  near  at  hand  as  supports. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  these  batteries,  consisting  of  two 
20-pounder  Parrotts,  two  3-inch  rifled  guns,  and  three  10  pounder  Par- 
rotts,  being  detachments  from  the  Second  and  Fourth  Wisconsin  and 
Morris'  Independent  Batteries,  opened  fire,  and  by  10  o'clock  the  rebels 
ceased  to  reply. 

On  the  17th  the  Ninth  Vermont  Volunteers  proceeded  to  Fort  Con 
necticut.  Meantime  the  military  road  from  Suffolk  to  Fort  Stevens  had 
been  completed  by  the  Twenty-fifth  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  five  com 
panies  of  which  regiment  were  in  camp  at  Broer's  Creek. 

On  April  18  General  Harland  superseded  nie  in  command  of  the  troops 
on  the  Jericho,  and  I  was  assigned  to  duty  on  the  10th  on  the  line  of  the 
Nansemond,  making  my  headquarters  at  Fort  Connecticut. 

On  the  evening  of  the  10th  the  rebel  battery  of  five  guns  at  Hill's 
Point  was  captured  by  detachments  from  the  Eighth  Connecticut  and 
the  Eighty -ninth  New  York.  The  following  is  an  account  of  the  capture 
of  the  Hill's  Point  Battery  on  the  Nansemond  Elver : 

Shortly  before  sunset  the  gunboats  on  the  river  and  the  four  rifled 
guns  at  and  near  Battery  Stevens  (two  20-pounder  Parrotts,  Captain 
Morris,  and  two  3-inch  ordnance  guns,  Captain  Vallee)  opened  a  terrific 
fire  upon  the  rebel  battery.  Meantime  detachments  from  the  Eighty- 
ninth  New  York,  Lieutenant-Colonel  England,  and  the  Eighth  Connec 
ticut,  Colonel  Ward,  embarked  on  the  gunboat  Stepping  Stones,  Lieu 
tenant  Lamson,  at  a  point  about  a  mile  above  the  battery.  Protected 
by  the  artillery  fire  the  gunboat  boldly  steamed  down  the  river  and  ran 
close  to  the  shore,  about  200  yards  above  the  rebel  work — the  shore  at 
the  point  being  an  abrupt  bluff.  Immediately  the  troops  disembarked, 
wading  to  their  waists  in  water,  ascended  the  bluff,  and  with  loud  cheers 
charged  on  the  rear  of  the  fort.  Meantime  the  gunboat's  crew  had  landed 
four  boat  howitzers,  placed  them  in  position,  and  opened  on  the  fort. 
The  enemy,  taken  completely  by  surprise,  were  able  to  discharge  but 
two  or  three  volleys  of  musketry  and  one  gun,  when  our  troops  entered 
the  work  and  captured  the  entire  party,  consisting  of  7  officers  and  130 
men,  with  five  brass  guns  and  a  large  supply  of  ammunition. 

I  was  now  directed  by  Brigadier-General  Getty  to  assume  command 
of  the  post  and  put  it  in  a  state  of  defense  during  the  night.  The  force 
at  my  disposal  for  this  purpose  consisted  of  detachments  of  the  Eighth 
Connecticut,  Eighty-ninth  New  York,  Tenth  New  Hampshire,  and  Ninth 
Vermont,  in  all  about  700  men.  The  soldiers,  although  fatigued  and 
fasting,  worked  with  a  most  commendable  zeal  to  intrench  themselves, 
as  we  fully  expected  an  attack  in  the  morning. 

To  the  two  detachments  first  named  especial  credit  is  due.  They 
had  been  under  arms  nearly  all  day ;  had  most  gallantly  captured  the 
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battery  iii  the  evening ;  had  been  a  considerable  time  without  food, 
and  were  drenched  with  the  water  through  which  they  were  forced  to 
wade  in  landing,  yet  not  a  murmur  was  heard  from  them  throughout. 

I  forward  herewith  a  sketch  from  memory,  showing  the  location  of 
the  rebel  battery  and  the  works  thrown  up  for  our  own  defense.  Half 
an  hour  before  daylight  our  preparations  were  nearly  complete  and  the 
troops  in  position.  The  artillery  was  massed  on  the  left,  covering  the 
point  of  disembarkation,  three  guns  being  in  Battery  A  and  one  how 
itzer  in  Battery  D.  All  were  loaded  with  canister  and  directed  to 
sweep  the  plain  by  which  the  enemy  must  approach.  One  howitzer 
was  disabled,  the  trail  of  the  carriage  being  broken.  My  design  was 
to  defend  the  entire  line  if  possible,  and  if  forced  to  abandon  a  portion 
to  withdraw  the  troops  on  the  right  across  the  ravine  and  concentrate 
my  entire  force  upon  the  left,  which,  besides  being  the  strongest  posi 
tion,  also  covered  the  communication  with  the  naval  forces. 

At  early  daylight  a  line  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers  was  discovered 
advancing  about  1,000  yards  distant.  They  covered  themselves  behind 
trees  and  fences  and  a  few  were  observed  entering  a  house  a  few  hun 
dred  yards  in  front  of  our  left. 

About  this  time  the  One  hundred  and  seventeenth  New  York,  Colonel 
Pease,  and  a  section  of  Gilliss'  battery  (A,  Fifth  II.  S.  Artillery)  arrived 
and  were  duly  posted,  the  latter  in  Battery  C  and  subsequently  in  Bat 
tery  B. 

It  now  became  apparent  that  the  enemy  did  not  meditate  an  attack, 
but  contented  himself  with  annoying  our  pickets  by  occasional  scatter 
ing  shots.  I  accordingly  gave  direction  that  the  house  above  alluded 
to  should  be  fired  and  the  woods  shelled.  This  being  accomplished  we 
were  troubled  no  more. 

During  the  day  (20th)  our  troops  continued  to  strengthen  the  defenses, 
but  in  the  afternoon  orders  were  received  to  evacuate  the  place.  This 
was  done  by  the  assistance  of  the  naval  forces.  The  intrenching  tools, 
artillery,  limber-chests,  &c.,  were  placed  aboard  the  gunboat  Step  ping- 
Stones  before  dark,  quakers  being  substituted  in  the  batteries  ;  but 
during  the  process  the  ebbing  tide  left  the  steamer  aground,  and  fears 
were  entertained  that  the  enemy  might  attack  us  before  she  floated 
again,  in  which  event  the  destruction  of  the  vessel  and  the  loss  of  much 
material  might  have  resulted.  Immediately  after  dark,  however,  the 
process  of  ferrying  the  troops  across  the  river  in  row-boats  commenced 
and  was  safely  accomplished  by  midnight;  meantime  the  steamer  was 
got  off  in  safety.  The  evacuation  was  thus  completed  without  the  loss 
of  a  man  or  a  single  article  of  property. 

In  this  connection  I  cannot  forbear  paying  a  tribute  to  the  valor  and 
energy  of  the  naval  forces  under  Lieutenant  Lamson.  This  gallant 
officer  has  at  all  times  shown  himself  most  willing  to  render  invaluable 
assistance  to  the  land  forces  with  men  and  material,  fearlessly  imperil 
ing  the  safety  of  himself,  his  men,  and  his  vessels. 

The  day  following  the  evacuation  of  Hill's  Point  I  was  assigned  to 
the  command  of  all  the  troops  on  the  Nansemond  from  Jericho  Creek  to 
Dr.  Council's  place.  They  consisted  of  the  Tenth  New  Hampshire  Vol 
unteers,  the  Twenty-first  Connecticut  Volunteers,  the  Thirteenth  New 
Hampshire  Volunteers,  the  Eighth  Connecticut  Volunteers,  the  Twenty- 
second  Connecticut  Volunteers,  the  Ninth  Vermont  Volunteers,  Gilliss' 
battery  (A,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery),  three  guns  of  Beger's  (Second  Wis 
consin)  battery,  four  guns  of  Valiee's  (Fourth  Wisconsin)  battery,  one  20- 
pounder  Parrott  (unassigned),  and  four  guns  captured  from  the  enemy. 

The  Thirteenth  New  Hampshire  replaced  the  Nineteenth  Wisconsin, 
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which  regiment,  by  command  of  General  Getty,  lias  beeii  sent  to  Suffolk 
for  disgraceful  conduct.  The  infantry  and  artillery  was  advantageously 
posted  along  the  river  and  the  fortifications  advanced  daily.  No  action 
occurred  previous  to  May  3  except  continual  firing  between  opposing 
batteries  and  pickets. 

On  the  night  preceding  May  3,  as  a  part  of  a  combined  movement, 
I  was  directed  to  send  the  Fourth  Ehode  Island  Volunteers  across  the 
Nansemond  at  Hill's  Point  in  row-boats,  to  march  thence  at  daybreak 
and  occupy  the  Suffolk  and  Smithfield  road  near  its  junction  with  the 
Providence  Church  road,  communicating  with  the  Twenty-first  Connec 
ticut  at  Eecd's  Ferry,  on  the  West  Branch;  also  to  cross  the  Twenty- 
first  Connecticut  some  3  miles  lower  down  with  a  section  of  Vallee's  bat 
tery  and  a  squad  of  cavalry.  This  force  was  to  advance  to  Chuckatuck 
and  communicate  with  the  Fourth  Ehode  Island  at  Eeed's  Ferry. 

The  latter  force  crossed,  as  directed,  under  command  of  Major  Crosby, 
and  marched  to  Chuckatuck,  his  progress  being  constantly  impeded  by 
the  enemy's  skirmishers,  who  resisted  his  advance  with  tenacity  although 
in  small  force.  Eeachiug  Chuckatuck  he  did  not  consider  it  safe  to  send 
a  detachment  to  Eeed's  Ferry,  and  therefore  proceeded  to  that  place 
with  his  entire  column.  Not  meeting  the  Fourth  Ehode  Island  at  that 
point,  as  expected,  and  having  no  other  means  of  communicating  with 
co-operative  forces — the  Eeed's  Ferry  Bridge  being  burned — he  marched 
down  the  West  Branch  to  the  Nansemond,  losing  some  half  a  dozen 
men.  His  march  was  impeded  from  beginning  to  end  by  the  enemy's 
skirmishers,  but  his  movements  were  continued  regardless  of  obstacles. 
His  regiment  behaved  with  great  gallantry.  While  already  nearly  ex 
hausted  with  fatigue  and  picket  duty  it  performed  in  twelve  hours  a 
march  of  18  miles,  8  miles  of  which  were  through  an  enemy's  country, 
drove  its  opponent  before  it,  and  brought  in  16  prisoners,  including  1 
officer.  For  further  details  of  Major  Crosby's  march  I  refer  to  his  graphic 
report,  herewith  forwarded. 

Meantime  Lieutenant-Colonel  Buffurn,  with  the  Fourth  Ehode  Island, 
250  strong,  occupied  the  opposite  shore  before  daybreak,  but  not  being 
familiar  with  localities  disembarked  by  mistake  half  a  mile  above  Hill's 
Point.  I  had  urged  upon  him  the  importance  of  taking  a  guide,  which, 
however,  he  declined  to  do,  pleading  a  perfect  understanding  of  the 
position.  I  joined  his  command  at  daybreak  and  instantly  saw  the 
misfortune  that  might  have  resulted  from  his  error  had  the  enemy 
occupied  Hill's  Point  in  any  force,  as,  by  holding  the  intrenchments 
there  thrown  up  by  me  on  April  20,  they  might  have  easily  kept  us 
away,  We,  however,  immediately  occupied  the  place,  driving  out  about 
a  dozen  rebels.  I  now  formed  line  of  battle,  threw  out  skirmishers,  and 
advanced.  Immediately  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  behind  fences  and 
trees.  We  drove  them  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  to  the  edge  of 
a  forest  which  completely  environed  the  position  from  shore  to  shore. 
Here  their  fire  was  so  rapid  that  I  halted  to  study  the  position.  I  drew 
their  fire  in  volleys  two  or  three  times  to  determine  their  force,  which 
I  estimated  at  from  200  to  400.  Between  me  and  them  there  was  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  of  open  ground,  over  which  we  could  not  have  ad 
vanced  without  tremendous  loss.  I  then  threw  skirmishers  into  the 
timber  on  the  right  and  there  also  discovered  the  enemy  in  greater  or 
less  force.  Jt  seemed  therefore  that  to  advance  farther  would  insure 
my  being  cut  off  from  Hill's  Point  and  perhaps  captured.  I  therefore 
fell  back  and  proceeded  to  the  gunboat  Barney  to  consult  with  Captain 
dishing.  Here  it  was  reported  that  the  enemy  had  500  men  at  Le 
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Compte's  house,  about  half  a  mile  to  the  right  of  my  advance,  between 
me  and  Reed's  Ferry. 

It  now  occurred  to  me  that  if  the  main  advance  from  Suffolk  was 
successful  the  force  opposed  to  me  would  be  intercepted  between  Gen 
eral  Getty,  the  West  Branch,  and  myself,  and  I  accordingly  resolved 
to  attract  their  attention  by  continual  skirmishing.  Captain  Gushing 
kindly  supplied  me  with  a  boat  howitzer  and  a  detachment  of  sailors. 
Colonel  Pease,  One  hundred  and  seventeenth  New  York,  also  sent  me, 
at  my  request,  100  men,  and  I  once  more  advanced,  driving  the  enemy 
to  the  skirt  of  the  woods.  Skirmishing  continued  for  a  couple  of  hours, 
when  the  enemy  brought  artillery  and  opened  fire  upon  me.  My  how 
itzer  having  expended  its  ammunition  I  again  retired  with  slight  loss. 

During  the  engagement  the  officers  of  the  regiment  behaved  with 
great  coolness  and  bravery,  and  there  were  individual  instances  of  gal 
lantry  among  the  men,  but  I  regret  to  state  that  the  mass  of  the  men 
exhibited  an  aversion  to  exposing  themselves,  a  willingness  to  retreat, 
and  a  contempt  for  good  order  that  I  scarcely  expected  in  a  regiment  oi' 
two  years'  experience  and  which  has  five  battles  inscribed  upon  its  flag. 

At  about  3  p.  111.  I  received  a  dispatch  from  Major  Crosby  announc 
ing  his  success.  I  therefore  meditated  a  joint  movement  of  the  two 
regiments  upon  the  enemy  near  Le  Compte's  house,  which  I  was  as 
sured  would  result  successfully  though  involving  considerable  loss; 
but  learning  that  the  Twenty-first  Connecticut  was  utterly  exhausted 
and  without  food  for  man  or  horse  I  concluded  to  await  orders  from  the 
general  commanding.  After  dark,  by  order  of  General  Getty,  I  with 
drew  the  troops  from  Hill's  Point,  bringing  over  also  some  valuable 
pieces  of  timber,  which  I  found  useful  the  following  day. 

On  the  4th  the  enemy  retired  altogether  from  our  front,  and  I  with 
drew  Major  Crosby's  force.  The  horses  and  artillery  were  embarked 
by  the  aid  of  an  improvised  floating  wharf  which  I  constructed  out  of 
row-boats  and  loose  timber. 

Ever  since  the  commencement  of  the  siege  I  have  been  generally  well 
seconded  by  the  officers  and  soldiers  under  my  command.  All  have 
nobly  done  their  duty,  but  some  have  done  more.  Among  these  I  take . 
pleasure  in  mentioning  Maj.  IT.  B.  Crosby,  of  the  Twenty-first  Connec- 
1  icut,  who  has  always  shown  himself  a  zealous,  industrious,  brave,  and 
trustworthy  officer.  I  would  also  specially  commend  Colonel  Derrom, 
Twenty-fifth  New  Jersey,  to  whose  ability  as  an  engineer  the  service  is 
much  indebted ;  Colonel  Donohoe,  of  the  Tenth  New  Hampshire,  to 
whom  I  am  indebted  for  valuable  co-operation  in  superintending  the 
river  defenses;  Major  Storer,  of  the  Thirteenth  New  Hampshire;  Cap 
tains  Brown  and  Heed,  of  the  Fourth  Khode  Island,  and  Lieutenant 
Bruce,  of  my  staff,  for  their  faithful  and  soldierly  deportment  in  the 
various  trying  scenes  in  which  they  separately  participated.  I  am  in 
debted  for  repeated  and  valuable  favors  to  Lieutenants  Gushing  and 
Lamson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  flotilla.  I  also  take  pride  in  calling 
the  attention  of  the  general  commanding  to  the  general  admirable  be 
havior  in  action  of  the  three  new  regiments  of  my  brigade.  1  transmit 
herewith  a  list  of  casualties  in  my  brigade,* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  A.  H.  BUTTON, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Capt.  CHARLIES  T.  GARDNER, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

*  Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  287. 
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No.  22. 

Report  of  Maj.  Hiram  B.  Crosby,  Twenty-first  Connecticut  Infantry. 

HDQRS.  TWENTY-PIKST  BEGT.  CONNECTICUT  YOLS., 

Suffolk,  Va.j  May  5,  1863. 

LIEUTENANT  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with 
orders  from  the  general  commanding  1  crossed  the  Nansemond  on  Sun-, 
day,  at  4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  May  3,  having  under  my  command  the 
Twenty-first  Eegiment  Connecticut  Volunteers,  a  section  of  the  Fourth 
Wisconsin  Battery  under  Lieut.  Martin  McDevitt,  and  a  sergeant  with 
10  men  of  the  First  New  York  Mounted  Bines.  My  orders  were  to 
march  to  Chuckatuck  and  from  thence  to  Seed's  Ferry,  opening  com 
munication  with  the  Fourth  Ehode  Island  on  my  left. 

The  troops  were  under  way  for  Chuckatuck  at  4.30  o'clock  Sunday 
morning,  the  distance  being  2J  miles.  My  skirmishers  came  upon  the 
line  of  rebel  pickets  about  half  a  mile  from  the  Nansemond,  their  fires 
still  burning.  The  rebel  pickets  fell  back  to  Chuckatuck  as  we  ad 
vanced.  When  within  half  a  mile  of  the  village  we  saw  a  company  of 
rebel  cavalry  drawn  up  in  the  main  street  leading  into  the  village.  I 
ordered  Lieutenant  McDevitt  to  open  fire  upon  them  with  artillery,  and 
the  rebels,  after  a  few  rounds,  retired  to  the  farther  side  of  the  village, 
at  the  junction  of  the  Beed's  Ferry  and  Isle  of  Wight  roads.  I  advanced 
the  skirmishers  to  the  village  and  moved  up  the  column.  Appearances 
indicated  that  the  enemy  would  make  a  stand  at  that  point,  but  they 
again  retired,  a  portion  of  their  force  taking  the  Isle  of  Wight  road, 
but  the  greater  number  retiring  by  the  Eeed's  Ferry  road. 

As  soon  as  my  command  were  in  the  village  I  sent  Sergeant  Trow- 
bridge,  of  the  Mounted  Bines,  and  his  detachment  of  cavalry  to  recon- 
noiter  the  road  leading  to  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  also  ordered  Captain 
Spittle,  acting  major  of  the  Twenty-first,  with  Companies  A  and  K,  to 
skirmish  along  the  Beed's  Ferry  road.  From  the  accounts  given  by 
contrabands  at  this  point  the  enemy's  cavalry  were  estimated  at  about 
300  strong,  and  that  they  had  a  camp  at  Isle  of  Wight  and  also  on  the 
Beed's  Ferry  road.  I  ordered  Lieutenant  McDevitt  to  put  the  artillery 
in  position  to  command  both  roads  until  they  could  be  reconuoitered. 
On  discovering  that  the  enemy  intended  to  make  no  resistance  at  this 
point  the  column  was  moved  ahead  on  the  Beed's  Ferry  road.  Captain 
Spittle  came  upon  the  camp  on  this  road  about  half  a  mile  beyond 
Chuckatuck.  The  enemy  had  but  just  left;  their  camp-fires  still  burn 
ing.  About  a  mile  beyond  Chuckatuck  the  roads  branch  off,  one  leading 
to  Beed's  Ferry  the  other  to  Everett's  Bridge.  The  foot-prints  indicated 
that  the  enemy's  cavalry  had  retired  by  the  latter  road,  but  as  the  two 
roads  ran  near  together  for  quite  a  distance  I  halted  the  column  at  this 
point,  put  the  guns  in  position  commanding  both  roads,  and  ordered 
Captain  Spittle  to  reconnoiter  them.  The  enemy  were  then  reported 
nowhere  in  sight. 

The  column  was  at  once  set  in  motion  along  the  Beed's  Ferry  road, 
with  the  exception  that  Lieutenant  McDevitt,  with  one  piece  of  artillery 
and  a  sufficient  support,  was  left  behind  to  command  the  Everett's 
Bridge  road  until  an  advance  was  secured.  The  column  had  moved 
but  an  eighth  of  a  mile  in  advance  when  I  ordered  Sergeant  Trow- 
bridge  to  make  a  reconnaissance  on  the  Everett's  Bridge  road  for  about 
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50  rods,  passing  over  the  same  ground  which  our  skirmishers  had  pre 
viously  gone  over.  The  cavalry  had  gone  but  a,  short  distance  when 
the  enemy,  who  had  suddenly  returned,  opened  iire  upon  them,  killing 
1  and  wounding  2  of  their  number.  Lieutenant  McDevitt  opened  upon 
them  at  once  and  shelled  them  back  toward  Everett's  Bridge. 

The  column  was  delayed  at  this  point  about  half  an  hour,  but  there 
being  no  signs  of  the  enemy's  returning  I  advanced  the  skirmishers 
rapidly  on  the  Reed's  Ferry  road,  and  again  set  the  column  in  mo 
tion. 

Our  march  was  necessarily  slow,  owing  to  the  thick  underbrush 
through  which  the  skirmishers  were  obliged  to  make  their  way.  On 
approaching  the  West  Branch  we  again  discovered  the  enemy's  pickets. 
The  skirmishers,  under  Captain  Spittle,  Captain  Shepard,  and  Captain 
Belden,  advanced  gallantly  and  were  soon  engaged.  The  artillery  was 
moved  up  with  supports  and  opened  iire  at  once,  commanding  the  oppo 
site  bank  of  the  creek,  where  the  enemy  had  two  companies  of  sharp 
shooters  as  a  support.  The  skirmish  at  this  point  was  short  and 
spirited,  resulting  in  our  capturing  1  lieutenant,  3  sergeants,  2  cor 
porals,  and  10  privates  of  the  enemy.  Our  loss  was  3  wounded,  1  of 
whom  died  some  two  hours  afterward  as  we  were  without  surgical 
aid. 

We  encamped  Sunday  night  on  the  Nansemond,  near  the  ferry,  and 
under  protection  of  the  gunboats.  On  the  next  morning  Captain  Spittle 
was  sent  out  with  Companies  A  and  K  to  reconnoiter,  and  returned, 
bringing  2  deserters,  who  were  dispatched  to  the  general  commanding. 
He  further  reported  that  the  enemy,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  West 
Branch  from  us,  commenced  their  retreat  on  the  evening  previous  at 
8  o'clock,  and  that  the  most  of  their  forces  had  retired  before  midnight, 
burning  behind  them  the  bridge  at  Page's  Mill. 

I  am  under  great  obligations  to  Flag-Officer  Captain  Cushing  and 
also  to  Captain  Lainson.  Acting  Master's  Mate  Lawrence  rendered  me 
great  assistance  in  giving  information  where  to  post  the  artillery  so  as 
to  be  of  service  to  our  troops  engaged  with  the  enemy  on  the  other  side 
of  the  creek,  and  also  took  quite  an  active  part  in  the  skirmish.  My 
thanks  are  due  to  the  officers  of  the  regiment  for  their  prompt  and 
hearty  co-operation. 

The  patience  and  courage  of  the  men,  after  the  fatigue  of  the  past 
ten  days,  is  deserving  of  especial  praise. 

I  take  pleasure  in  mentioning  the  gallant  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Mc 
Devitt,  of  the  Fourth  Wisconsin  Battery,  and  the  prompt  and  efficient 
manner  in  which  both  he  and  his  men  performed  their  duty. 

The  detachment  of  New  York  Mounted  Rifles,  under  Sergt.  [James 
L.]  Trowbridge,  are  also  deserving  of  great  praise,  for,  though  few  in 
number,  they  were  of  the  greatest  assistance. 

The  casualties  are  as  follows :  Company  K,  killed,  Private  Alfred 
J.  Freeman;  Company  A,  wounded,  Private  Hiram  C.  Looinis;  Com 
pany  K,  Private  Lyndes  C.  Bushnell. 

I  am,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

c   HIRAM  B.  CROSBY, 

Major,  Commanding, 

Lieut.  G.  A.  BRUCE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Third  Brigade. 
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No.  23. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Gordon,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Reserve 
Division,  of  operations  May  1-4. 

HEADQUARTERS  GORDON'S  DIVISION, 

Folly  Island,  S.  C.,  October  21,  1863. 

GENERAL:  Constant  service  in  the  field  has  delayed  a  report  of  ray 
participation  in  the  memorable  siege  of  Suffolk,  Va.,  during  portions  of 
the  months  of  April  and  May  in  the  present  year.  Eeporting  to  Major- 
General  Dix,  commanding  the  Department  of  Virginia,  on  April  29,  I 
was  ordered  to  join  you  at  Suffolk,  Va.,  to  assume  command  of  a  division 
of  troops  within  the  almost  closely-invested  town.  I  reported  on  May  1 
and  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Reserve  Division,  consisting  of 
two  brigades,  the  Second  and  Third,  of  what  was  formerly  Abercrombie's 
division,  the  Second,  commanded  by  Col.  Burr  Porter,  of  the  Fortieth 
Massachusetts  Regiment,  consisting  of  his  own  regiment,  the  Twenty- 
second  Connecticut,  One  hundred  and  forty-first  New  York,  and  Elev 
enth  Ehode  Island  Regiments;  the  Third,  commanded  by  Col.  William 
Gurney,  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty- seventh  New  York  Eegiment, 
consisting  of  that  regiment  and  the  One  hundred  and  forty-second,  One 
hundred  and  forty-third,  and  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth  New  York 
Regiments;  in  all,  eight  regiments,  numbering  over  5,000  officers  and 
men.  The  siege  had  continued  for  some  days  before  my  arrival.  I  found 
the  enemy  holding  a  belt  of  woods  that  surrounded  the  town  in  front 
and  flank  from  the  Nansemond  on  the  right  to  the  Dismal  Swamp  on 
the  left.  His  rifle-pits  covered  his  line  far  to  the  front,  while  his  sharp 
shooters  annoyed  not  only  our  gunners  at  their  pieces  but  the  men  in 
their  encampments. 

All  had  been  done  that  skill  could  suggest  to  strengthen  your  posi 
tion.  An  outer  and  inner  line  of  forts  protected  the  -front;  strong 
inclosed  works  defended  the  flanks,  the  whole  connected  by  a  line  of  in- 
trenchments  for  infantry  protected  by  ditches  and  abatis.  The  woods 
cleared  from  your  front  gave  a  full  sweep  to  the  artillery.  Every  pre 
caution  by  artificial  works,  by  the  advantages  of  strong  natural  sites, 
and  by  a  judicious  disposition  of  the  troops  to  repel  an  assault,  seemed 
to  me  to  have  been  taken.  The  sudden  flight  of  the  enemy  from  the 
front  on  the  night  of  May  3,  thus  raising  the  siege,  placed  my  division 
at  the  disposal  of  the  commander  of  the  department,  by  whom  I  was 
immediately  ordered  on  the  important  duty  of  occupying,  holding,  and 
fortifying  West  Point  as  a  military  base  for  future  operations.  The 
removal  of  the  enemy  from  our  front  developed  the  whole  of  his  opera 
tions  and  gave  rne  a  good  opportunity  of  judging,  from  the  extent  and 
character  of  his  works,  the  force  which  threatened  your  position. 

It  was  well  known  that  Generals  Longstreet  and  Hill,  of  the  rebel 
service,  had  united  their  forces  in  front  of  Suffolk.  Without  taking 
into  consideration  the  reports  of  deserters  and  facts  revealed  by  recon 
naissances,  special  as  well  as  in  force,  but  simply  judging  from  the 
amount  of  labor  performed  in  completing  their  lines  of  investment,  the 
besieging  force  could  not  have  been  less  than  30,000.  Everywhere  in 
front,  from  the  Nansemond  to  the  swamp,  they  had  thrown  up  heavy 
intrench  men  ts  for  infantry.  On  all  the  roads  batteries  for  artillery,  in 
embrasure,  well  revetted,  with  ditches  wide  and  deep,  and  abatis  skill 
fully  laid  and  thickly  interwoven,  rendered  a  sortie  almost  hopeless. 
Not  only  one  line  of  such  defenses  covered  the  enemy's  front  but  on 
some  roads  three,  four,  and  even  five  parallel  lines  of  formidable  works 
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were  formed,  indicating  in  the  clearest  manner  a  strengthened  base  from 
which  the  approaches  were  to  be  made  and  upon  which  the  enemy  could 
retire  if  forced  back  in  their  attack. 

These  works  were  made  with  great  skill  and  of  great  strength.  The 
parapet  for  infantry  defense  could  have  resisted  the  heaviest  rifle  caliber, 
being  not  less  than  12  feet  thick.  Apart  from  lines  of  earthworks  for 
offensive  operations  there  were  also  temporary  structures  in  process  of 
erection,  covered  sheds  to  protect  supplies,  and  every  evidence  of  prepa 
rations  for  the  reduction  of  the  fortifications  of  Suffolk. 

While  thankful  for  the  movement  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  which 
gave  the  disappointed  rebel  commanders  an  opportunity  of  withdrawing 
from  your  front,  as  every  humane  soldier  should  be  at  being  spared  the 
sacrifices  of  an  unnecessary  conflict,  regret  will  mingle  with  triumph 
that  he  who  came  strong  in  the  conviction  of  an  easy  victory  did  not 
try  your  metal,  but,  satisfied  with  a  glance,  turned  from  the  offensive  to 
the  defensive  and  finally  stole  away  in  the  night,  under  pressure  of  a 
strong  reconnaissance  of  your  forces,  which  drove  him  from  his  rifle- 
pits  back  to  his  first  line  of  defenses. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  GORDON, 
Brigadier -General  of  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Commanding,  North  Carolina. 


No.  24. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  G.  French,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  De 
partment  of  Southern  Virginia. 

HDQRS.  DEPARTMENT  OF  SOUTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

Near  Suffolk,  Va.,  April  22,  1SG3. 

SIR  :  I  respectfully  submit  to  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  the 
following  report  respecting  the  loss  of  the  guns  of  Stribliug's  battery: 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  instant  I  started  from  my  camp  on  the 
South  Quay  road,  at  the  request  of  Lieutenant-Geueral  Longstreet,  to 
endeavor  to  destroy  the  gunboats  of  the  enemy  in  the  Nausemond  River. 
Stribling's,  Bradford's,  and  [J.  C.]  Coit's  batteries  were  taken  down. 
Only  one  gunboat  could  be  seen,  and  she  was  lying  behind  the  point  of 
land  below  the  mouth  of  the  Western  Branch  of  the  Nansemond.  The 
batteries  were  put  in  position  in  the  hope  she  would  move  up,  but  a 
storm  coming  on  and  the  near  approach  of  night  induced  me  to  withdraw 
the  guns.  The  engineer  informed  me  that  he  and  other  officers  had 
selected  two  sites  for  batteries — the  one  near  the  left  of  General  Hood's 
line  of  battle,  in  which  there  was  in  a  work  constructed  a  battery  of 
field  artillery  and  an  infantry  force  for  protection ;  the  other  was  the 
work  built  for  the  defense  of  the  river  when  we  held  Suffolk,  and  that 
in  it  was  an  infantry  force,  but  no  artillery.  I  directed  Maj.  L.  M.  Shu- 
maker,  my  chief  of  artillery,  on  the  night  of  the  16th  to  take  from  some 
houses  on  a  farm  near  by  materials  to  construct  platforms,  and  before 
morning  to  put  the  guns  of  Stribling's  battery  in  the  work.  This  he 
accomplished. 

The  next  morning  three  gunboats  attempted  to  pass  up.  One  suc 
ceeded,  but  was  severely  damaged,  when  the  other  two  turned  back.  I 


CHAP.  XXX.]  SIEGE  OF  SUFFOLK,  VA.  325 

bad  selected  the  site  for  pits  for  two  32-pouuders,  and  on  the  night  of 
the  18th  they  were  completed  and  the  guns  placed  in  position.  For 
the  protection  of  these  guns  in  the  pits  I  asked  that  three  companies 
of  infantry  be  sent,  designing  to  use  them,  however,  to  guard  also  the 
road  where  all  the  camps  were,  but  the  lieutenant-general  ordered  down 
the  Fifty-fifth  North  Carolina  Regiment,  Colonel  Connally  commanding. 

On  Sunday,  the  l(Jth,  the  situation  of  affairs  was  thus:  Bradford's  bat 
tery  was  in  the  new  work,  with  instructions  from  my  chief  of  artillery, 
while  the  work  was  defended  by  troops  from  Hood's  division,  and  by 
his  officers  they  were*  posted,  relieved,  and  got  their  orders.  In  the 
Hill's  Point  Battery  were  Stribling's  battery,  with  my  instructions ; 
the  work  defended  by  two  companies  of  infantry,  under  instructions 
from  the  officers  placing  them  there.  The  32-pounders  were  in  position 
and  a  company  of  the  Fifty-fifth  North  Carolina  near  by,  while  the  other 
companies  were  a  supporting  force  to  either  of  these  last  two  batteries. 
All  the  batteries  were  to  receive  further  support  from  General  Hood's 
command  if  required,  and  all  my  officers  were  so  informed,  and  couriers 
were  left  there  to  communicate  such  intelligence  to  General  Law,  who 
was  on  the  extreme  left,  if  his  aid  should  be  required.  The  river  as 
low  down  as  the  mouth  of  the  West  Branch  was  guarded  by  the  troops 
of  General  Hood,  and  reported,  of  course,  to  their  commanders.  I  was 
ill  on  Sunday  and  could  not  ride  down  the  river,  but  sent  Col.  G.  A. 
Cunningham.  There  were  four  gunboats  above  the  work  on  Hill's  Point 
and  three  below,  and  five  or  six  land  batteries  and  sharpshooters  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river. 

About  10  a.  m.  the  four  gunboats  above  and  the  land  batteries  opened 
a  sharp  fire  on  the  Hill's  Point  work,  and  two  gunboats  from  below 
moved  up  to  aid  them,  when  the  32-pounders  opened  fire  on  them,  and 
after  a  spirited  engagement  one  was  slightly  injured  and  both  were 
driven  back.  The  fire  on  the  work,  however,  continued  until  near  4 
]>.  m.,  when  it  ceased.  Major  Shumaker  then  communicated  with  Captain 
Stribling,  and  although  it  was  reported  that  the  gunboats  had  troops 
on  board  his  note  does  not  intimate  that  he  apprehended  an  attack  by 
a  force  of  the  enemy  landing  for  that  purpose. 

About  4  p.  m.  Colonel  Cunningham  instructed  Colonel  Connally  to 
support  the  batteries,  and  this  was,  as  he  states,  about  an  hour  and  a 
half  before  the  guns  were  lost.  In  that  time  he  might  have  been  near 
the  work,  so  far  as  distance  is  concerned,  but  I  have  my  doubts  if  any 
regiments  could  have  passed  the  wide  plain  and  rendered  any  real  sup 
port  under  the  fire  that  was  or  could  have  been  brought  to  bear  on  their 
approach.  The  manner  of  attack  appears  to  have  been  to  have  sent  one 
gunboat  down  as  though  she  was  going  to  pass  the  work  to  engage  the 
attention  of  the  men  in  the  fort,  while  from  the  other  boats  a  force  of 
about  500  men  was  landed.  It  appears  to  me  that  if  the  garrison  was 
surprised,  they  were  negligent ;  if  not  surprised,  they  did  not  offer  a 
sufficient  resistance. 

I  inclose  herewith  papers  marked — 

A — Older  detailing  Colonel  Connally's  regiment,  by  direction  of  the 
general  commanding. 

B — Copy  of  orders  given  Colonel  Connally. 

C — Colonel  Connally's  report.* 

D — Maj.  L.  M.  Shumaker's  report.t 

E  and  F — General  French's  orders  to  Major  Shumaker. 

G — Major  Shumaker's  note  to  Captain  Stribling  after  the  cannonade 
ceased. 

*See  Report  No.  30.  t  See  Report  No.  25. 
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H — Captain  Stribliug's  answer ;  shows  he  apprehended  no  land  at 
tack. 

J — Report  of  property  lost  by  the  capture. 

K — Report  of  Major  Boggs,  of  the  artillery.* 

As  before  stated,  I  was  ill  in  camp,  which  was  some  9  or  10  miles 
distant  from  Hill's  Point.  As  soon  as  I  heard  that  the  attack  had  been 
made  and  the  report  that  the  guns  had  been  captured  by  the  enemy  I 
started  for  the  purpose  of  retaking  the  work.  On  arriving  there,  about 
1  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  20th,  I  found  on  the  ground  Major- General 
Hood,  General  Law,  and  General  Robertson,  with  his  brigade.  The  night 
was  dark,  the  ground  unknown  to  the  troops,  the  enemy's  pickets  out  in 
advance  of  the  work,  and  to  have  retaken  the  work  by  crossing  the  open 
plain  under  the  fire  of  seven  gunboats  stationed  near  the  fort,  that  of 
the  land  batteries,  and  that  of  the  enemy  in  the  work  was  believed  would 
involve  a  sacrifice  of  men  of  more  value  to  us  than  the  fort  if  recaptured. 
The  enemy,  as  you  are  aware,  the  night  following  evacuated  the  work. 
The  report  shows  that  93  men,  all  the  horses,  harness,  running-gear  of 
cannons,  limbers  of  guns,  fuse,  wagons,  &c.,  were  not  in  the  work,  and 
that  the  loss  was  only  the  five  guns  and  most  of  the  ammunition  chests. 

You  are  perhaps  aware  that  on  neither  of  those  works  could  any  labor 
be  performed  in  the  day-time,  owing  to  the  opposite  bank  being  strongly 
occupied  by  the  enemy,  and  I  do  not  think  the  parties  in  the  fort  had 
time  to  prepare  embrasures  for  the  gnus  looking  to  the  rear  in  anticipa 
tion  of  a  land  attack. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  G.  FRENCH, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  G.  MOXLEY  SORREL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Near  Suffolk,  Va..  April  25,  1863. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

There  seems  to  have  been  a  general  lack  of  vigilance  and  prompt 
attention  to  duties  on  the  part  of  most  of  the  parties  connected  with 
this  affair.  General  French  seems  to  be  under  the  impression  that 
General  Hood's  command  was  expected  to  protect  the  batteries.  Such 
was  not  the  expectation,  and  his  conclusion  that  General  Hood's  com 
mand  was  expected  to  protect  them  seems  strange,  as  the  batteries 
were  under  his  control  exclusively,  and  he  was  twice  ordered  to  take 
the  Fifty-fifth  North  Carolina,  the  largest  in  this  army,  for  that  pur 
pose.  General  Hood  naturally  and  properly  considered  himself  re 
lieved  from  responsibilities  with  the  river  batteries  when  they  were 
especially  assigned  to  the  charge  of  General  French.  His  '(General 
Hood's)  division  was  on  our  left,  and  was  ready,  of  course,  to  resist  any 
general  attack  of  the  enemy;  but  the  staff  officers  of  General  French 
should  have  made  all  of  their  reports  to  General  French,  that  he  might 
have  made  the  necessary  arrangements  to  resist  any  landing  by  the  en 
emy.  The  slight  loss  of  Colonel  Connally's  regiment  while  lying  within 
GOO  yards  of  the  old  fort  will  hardly  justify  the  conclusion  that  nothing 
could  live  through  the  enemy's  artillery  fire.  The  attack  was  made  about 
sunset,  or  a  little  later.  The  cannonade  being  more  brisk  than  any  that 
we  had  previously  had  with  the  gunboats,  1  took  out  my  watch  and 

*  See  Report  No.  26. 
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counted  the  number  of  sbots  per  minute.  In  no  instance  did  they  exceed 
thirteen  to  the  minute;  the  average,  I  think,  was  about  eight.  *  Of  the 
thirteen  shots  that  could  have  been  fired  at  a  command  charging  across 
the  field  after  night  it  is  not  likely  that  more  than  four  could  have  taken 
effect,  and  those  ought  not  to  be  expected  to  destroy  more  than  2  men 
per  shot.  So  I  think  it  reasonable  to  conclude  that  the  fort  and  battery 
could  have  been  recaptured  with  the  loss  of  75  men.  Many  of  the  offi 
cers  were  of  limited  experience,  however,  and  I  have  no  doubt  acted  as 
they  thought  best.  I  do  not  know  that  any  of  them  deserve  particular 
censure.  This  lesson,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  of  service  to  us  all.  The  com 
mand  at  the  fort  seems  to  have  been  completely  surprised,  and  is  prob 
ably  less  excusable  than  other  parties  in  the  affair. 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure  A.] 

SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \       HEADQUARTERS  FRENCH'S  COMMAND, 

No.  3.  f  April  17,  1863. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  R.  Davis  will  detail  three  companies  of  the  Fifty-fifth 
North  Carolina  Troops,  Col.  J.  K.  Connally,  to  proceed  immediately  to 
Norfleet's  house,  on  the  Reed's  Ferry  road,  to  report  to  Maj.  L.  M.  Shu- 
maker  for  duty  in  guarding  the  batteries  located  in  that  vicinity.  One 
day's  rations  will  be  taken.  The  remainder  of  the  regiment  will  march 
to  the  same  place  to-morrow  morning  for  permanent  duty  on  the  river. 
*  *  *  *  .  *  *  * 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  French : 

GRAHAM  DAVES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
General  J.  R.  DAVIS,  Commanding,  &c. 

[Inclosure  B.] 

SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )        HEADQUARTERS  FRENCH'S  COMMAND, 

No.  7.  ]  April  18,  1863. 

•  I.  Col.  J.  K.  Connally,  commanding  Fifty-fifth  North  Carolina  Troops, 
will  detail  two  companies  from  his  regiment  for  picket  duty  to-night, 
one  to  take  post  near  the  fish-house  (Le  Compte's)  to  prevent  a  landing 
by  the  enemy.  In  case  a  landing  should  be  attempted,  the  boats  will 
be  permitted  to  reach  the  shore  before  being  fired  upon.  This  company 
will  furnish  a  picket  force  of  4  men  (in  charge  of  a  corporal)  to  take 
position  on  the  Reed's  Ferry  road  half  a  mile  below  Le  Compte's  house. 
Prompt  information  will  be  given  of  an  advance  of  the  enemy  in  force, 
but  care  will  be  taken  not  to  give  false  alarms.  The  second  company 
will  take  post  near  the  battery  now  erecting  (Smodt's).  This  company 
will  furnish  a  party  to  assist  in  loading  the  wagons  with  forage  and 
provisions  from  Riddick's  farm.  In  case  of  attack  Colonel  Connally 
will  hold  his  regiment  in  readiness  to  support  the  artillery  and  will 
maintain  his  position  until  the  last. 

******* 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  French : 

GRAHAM  DAVES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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[Inclosure  E.] 

APRIL  19, 1863. 
Major  SHUMAKER: 

I  will  have  this  matter  of  forage  attended  to.  I  hope  you  may  suc 
ceed  in  sinking  those  infernal  gunboats  that  have  shown  no  considera 
tion  for  women  or  children.  If  you  cripple  one  and  can  use  the  field 
batteries  against  her  do  so.  I  felt  too  ill  from  the  medicine  I  took  to 
come  down  this  morning.  Keep  me  advised. 
Yours,  truly, 

S.  G.  FEENCH, 

Major-  General. 

[Inclosure  F.] 

HEADQUARTERS,  April  10,  1863. 
Major  SHUMAKER: 

Let  me  know  what  the  result  of  the  heavy  cannonade  now  going  on. 
Show  this  to  Colonel  Connally  and  have  him  post  his  regiment  to  repel 
any  landing  of  infantry  against  the  batteries.  They  had  better  move 
down  near  the  battery  of  Stribling.  The  countersign  is  "Morgan"  for 
to-night. 

Yours,  truly, 

S.  G.  FEENCH, 

Major- General. 

[Inclosure  G.] 

MOORE'S  HOUSE,  April  19,  1863. 

CAPTAIN:  Let  me  know  the  result  of  the  enemy's  fire  to-day.  AVe 
have  information  that  the  boat  you  disabled  day  before  yesterday  has 
been  towed  down  the  river,  sunk  about  to  her  gunwales.  Citizens  from 
the  other  side  of  the  river  saw  her.  She  will  not  trouble  you  again  soon. 
I  go  up  to  headquarters  to-night  and  wish  to  take  a  report  to  the  general. 

L.  M.  SHUMAKEE, 
Major  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 

[Inclosure  H.] 

BATTERY  AT  HILL'S  POINT,  VA., 

April  19,  1863. 

MAJOR  :  The  enemy  has  shelled  us  steadily  for  about  three  hours 
from  gunboats  lying  up  the  river.  There  are  four  of  them,  and  from 
their  movements  I  think  they  are  preparing  to  run  down  at  least  one  of 
them.  The  lower  boats  have  been  otherwise  occupied.  There  are  no 
casualties,  and  we  will  be  prepared  to  give  them  a  warm  reception  should 
any  attempt  to  run  down.  Our  embrasures  are  now  widened,  so  that  we 
will  be  able  to  give  .the  boat  three  shots  from  each  gun  as  they  run  by. 
With  respect, 

E.  M.  STEIBLING, 
Captain,  Commanding  Battery. 

[Indorsement.] 

This  note  was  written  just  before  the  work  was  attacked  by  the  party 
that  landed  and  carried  the  work. 

S.  G.  FEENCH, 

Major-  General. 
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[Inclosure  J.] 

CAMP  NEAR  SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  20, 1863. 
Maj.  L.  M.  SHUMAKER: 

SIR  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  received  this  morning,  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  condition  of  Stribling's  bat 
tery.  The  battery  was  captured  by  the  enemy  yesterday  evening,  when 
the  loss  was  as  follows : 

Commissioned  officers 4 

NOD- commissioned  officers 8 

Privates 47 

12-pounder  guns 3 

24-pounder  howitzers 2 

Chests  with.  12-pouuder  ammunition , 9 

Chests  with  24-pounder  ammunition 6 

The  present  condition  of  the  battery  is  as  follows: 

Commissioned  officers  present  for  duty 1 

Non-commissioned  officers  present  for  duty 7 

Privates  present  for  duty 83 

Aggregate  present 91 

Public  horses 93 

Wagons 3 

Ambulances 1 

Forges 1 

Limbers  to  guns 5 

Running-gear  to  caissons 5 

Chests  of  12-pouuder  gun  ammunition 3 

Chests  of  24-pounder  howitzer  ammunition 2 

REMARK. — In  addition  to  the  number  of  men  stated  above  as  present 
for  duty  there  are  C  privates  absent  sick,  who  may  reasonably  be  ex 
pected  to  join  their  company  within  a  few  weeks. 
With  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEAY  CARROLL, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Striblintfs  Battery. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  SOUTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

May  25,  1863. 

GENERAL  :  During  the  three  weeks  that  Lieutenant- General  Long- 
street  kept  the  enemy  confined  within  Suffolk  there  was  an  effort  made 
to  remove  the  iron  from  the  Seaboard  and  Roanoke  Railroad.  Com 
mencing  near  Suffolk,  the  engineer  department  succeeded  in  taking  up 
about  3  miles  of  the  rails  and  removed  it  toward  Franklin  and  depos 
ited  it  at  or  near  a  place  known  as  Beaver  Dam,  where  it  could  be  pro 
tected  by  the  forces  near  Franklin.  After  we  withdrew  from  Suffolk 
the  enemy  discovered  the  effort  made  to  secure  the  iron  on  our  part, 
and  soon  marched  to  Carrsville  with  a  force  of  between  9,000  and  10,000 
infantry,  30  pieces  of  artillery,  and  cavalry,  and  immediately  fortified 
their  position  and  commenced  taking  up  the  track  and  removing  it 
toward  Suffolk.  General  Jenkins  assembled  all  the  available  forces, 
and  with  about  3,000  men  crossed  over  and  drove  in  all  their  advanced 
lines  behind  their  intrenchments  and  kept  them  there  for  near  three 
days,  causing  them  to  abandon  the  road  this  side  of  Carrsville,  and 
thus  enabled  our  forces  to  save  the  road  to  that  point,  except  a  few 
hundred  yards,  and  the  iron  brought  from  near  Suffolk.  The  enemy 
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would  not  leave  bis  works  to  attack  us,  and  with  our  small  force  had 
we  driven  him  from  his  intrenchments  it  would  have  been  a  victory 
barren  of  results  and  involving  a  heavy  sacrifice  of  men  on  our  part. 
All  this  time  while  confronting  him  we  were  removing  the  iron  as  rap 
idly  as  possible.  The  road  destroyed,  the  enemy  fell  back  and  imme 
diately  with  his  whole  force  assumed  a  position  at  Windsor,  on  the 
Norfolk  and  Petersburg  Eailroad,  and  simultaneously  moved  up  the 
Chowan  with  gunboats  above  the  Nottoway  Eiver. 

Leaving  some  force  to  attack  the  gunboats  in  case  they  came  up  I 
assembled  about  3,000  men  and  on  Saturday  afternoon  crossed  the 
Blackwater  at  the  Blackwater  Bridge  by  means  of  pontoons  and  moved 
in  the  direction  of  Windsor.  I  found  the  enemy  again  with  all  his  force 
in  a  thick  woods,  his  lines  running  frprn  the  railroad  to  across  the  Black- 
water  road.  His  outposts  and  advanced  lines  were  rapidly  driven  in, 
and  I  assumed  a  line  of  battle  in  hopes  he  would  move  to  the  attack. 
This  he  did  not  do,  and  after  dusk  I  withdrew  to  the  right  bank  of  the 
river.  There  were  no  results  that  seemed  in  anywise  attainable  that 
would  have  justified  me  in  attacking  the  enemy,  outnumbering  us  four 
fold. 

While  over  the  river  information  was  received  that  the  enemy's  gun 
boats  had  moved  up  the  Meherrin  and  taken  possession  of  Murfreesbor- 
ough,  N.  0.  General  Jenkins  the  same  night  moved  to  Franklin,  and 
with  his  forces  was  directed  to  operate  against  the  gunboats.  I  do  not 
know  what  forces  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  has  in  North  Carolina  to  guard 
those  streams. 

It  is  to  me  a  source  of  great  regret  that  so  little  of  the  iron  from  the 
two  railroads  referred  to  was  taken  up  during  the  time  General  Long- 
street  was  at  Suffolk.  I  am  sure  had  there  been  any  concert  or  a  proper 
concert  of  action  in  the  departments  the  bridge  over  the  Blackwater 
could  have  been  built,  and  by  constructing  a  small  curve  at  the  cross 
ing  of  the  roads  near  Suffolk  trains  could  have  been  run  from  Peters 
burg  to  Franklin  via  Suffolk  and  both  roads  taken  up.  Had  a  bridge 
been  thrown  across  the  Zuni  before  General  Longstreet  moved  and 
during  the  month  he  was  making  preparations,  every  bar  of  iron  could 
have  been  secured  while  we  were  there  at  Suffolk. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

S.  G.  FEENCH, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

General  S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

ENGINEER  BUREAU,  June  9,  18G3. 

Eespectfully  returned  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

No  effort  was  spared  to  remove  the  iron  from  the  Norfolk  and  Peters 
burg  road  and  from  the  Seaboard  road  while  General  Lougstreet  was  in 
command;  but  his  efforts,  assisted  by  the  engineers  under  his  control, 
were  given  to  the  collection  of  supplies  for  the  army,  these  being  con 
sidered  of  the  first  importance.  Everything  possible  with  the  engineers 
has  been  done  to  save  the  iron  in  question,  and  I  am  now  able  to  report 
that  a  large  part  of  the  iron  from  the  Seaboard  Kailroad  is  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Blackwater. 

J.  F.  GILMEE, 
Colonel  of  Engineers  and  Chief  of  Bureau, 
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No.  25. 

Report  ofMaj.  L.  M.  Shumaker,  C.  S.  Artilley,  Chief  of  Artillery,  of  the 
capture  of  Battery  Huger,  April  19. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Near  Ely's,  Fa.,  April  21,  1863. 
GENERAL  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that 


works  constructed  for  him  to  the  west  of  Hill's  Point  Battery,  occupied 
by  Captain  Stribling.  Captain  Srnoot  got  into  position  just  before  day 
light,  and  I  directed  Major  Boggs  to  order  him  not  to  unmask  or  tire 
until  the  boats  above  Hill's  Point  attempted  to  come  down  or  those  be 
low  attempted  to  pass  up.  I  also  directed  him  to  send  Captain  Brad 
ford,  with  his  four  heavy  12-pounders,  to  relieve  Capt.  [S.  T.]  Martin, 
[Battery  B,  Twelfth  Virginia  Battalion],  then  occupying  Major  Henry's 
position  with  four  12-pounder  howitzers,  and  to  instruct  him  not  to  fire 
at  anything  but  a  gunboat,  and  only  then  when  they  came  within  short 
range,  stating  that  your  orders  to  me  were  to  sink  the  boats  if  possible. 
Captain  Stribling's  battery  was  placed  in  the  work  at  Hill's  Point  after 
I  had  explained  the  position  and  character  of  the  work  to  both  General 
Longs  tree  t  and  yourself. 

On  Thursday  night,  the  16th,  I  had  thoroughly  inspected  the  work, 
and,  finding  the  platforms  burned  away,  took  the  heavy  siding  from  a 
corn-crib  on  the  Kiddick  farm  to  make  floors  for  the  carriages.  These 
floors  did  not  raise  the  guns  sufficiently  to  fire  over  the  parapet,  con 
structed  originally  for  guns  of  heavy  caliber,  mounted  on  barbette  car 
riages.  I  ordered  Captain  Stribling  to  cut  embrasures  for  all  his  pieces, 
which  was  done  as  far  as  could  be  that  night  and  finished  the  succeeding 
night,  so  that  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  I  had  three  batteries  in  posi 
tion  on  the  Nansemond  Eiver,  to  wit :  Bradford's  at  Nbrfleet's  Landing, 
Major  Henry's  position ;  Captain  Stribling's,  consisting  of  two  24-pouuder 
howitzers  and  three  12-pounder  Napoleons,  at  Hill's  Point,  in  a  very 
strong  earthwork ;  and  Captain  Smoot,  with  two  30-pounder  Parrott 
rifles,  to  the  west  of  and  about  two-thirds  of  a  mile  from  Hill's  Point, 
where  the  river  widens  and  a  semicircular  bluff  bounds  a  large  marsh. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  there  were  three  gunboats  above  Hill's 
Point  and  below  Norfleet's  Landing,  and  five  below  Hill's  Point  lying 
below  the  mouth  of  the  West  Branch  of  the  Nansemond  Elver.  About 
10  o'clock  three  of  these  attempted  to  pass  up  by  the  battery  at  Hill's 
Point,  and  one  of  them  succeeded  in  passing;  the  others  were  driven 
back,  one  of  them  severely  damaged,  as  she  was  towed  down  the  river 
afterward,  disabled,  and  thought  by  the  citizens  to  be  sinking. 

Thus,  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  there  were  four  gunboats  above 
Hill's  Point  and  three  below.  About  10  o'clock  Colonel  Cunningham 
came  down  from  headquarters  (as  I  understood  from  himself  and  Lieu 
tenant  Etting)  to  relieve  me,  and  he  at  once  took  charge  and  went  around 
to  Smoot's  position.  Shortly  afterward  the  30-pounder  guns  opened, 
and  then  commenced  a  general  firing  from  all  the  gunboats  and  two  of 
the  enemy's  land  batteries,  four  of  the  boats  and  two  batteries  firing  upon 
Hill's  Point,  the  others  directing  their  fire  upon  Smoot's  position  and 
occasionally  shelling  the  woods  where  our  sharpshooters  were.  About 
4  o'clock  there  was  a  general  cessation  of  firing,  and  I  sent  a  messenger 
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to  Captain  Stribling  with  a  note  inquiring  into  the  casualties,  a  copy 
of  which  is  herewith  inclosed,  with  Captain  Stribling's  indorsement 
thereon.*  About  1  o'clock  Major  Boggs  informed  me  that  the  gun 
boats  above  Hill's  Point  had  moved  farther  up  the  river,  their  decks 
covered  with  troops,  and  Captain  Martin  also  reported  to  me  that  a  large 
body  of  infantry  (he  thought  a  regiment,  if  not  more)  had  passed  his 
position  (Norfleet's  Landing)  the  day  before,  moving  down  the  river. 
These  facts  I  mentioned  to  General  Law  immediately  after  being  in 
formed  of  them,  he  having  come  to  Moore's  house  where  I  then  was. 

Shortly  after  receiving  Stribling's  reply  to  my  note  I  received  a  note 
from  you  giving  me  general  directions,  and  I  determined  not  to  return 
to  camp.  About  sunset  I  saw  the  boats  in  motion  above  Hill's  Point, 
and  from  the  signal  whistles  I  judged  that  one  or  more  of  them  intended 
to  try  to  pass  the  batteries.  I  dispatched  a  messenger  to  Captain  Smoot 
to  hold  himself  ready,  and  held  Coit's  two  3-inch  rifled  guns  to  dash 
out  whenever  I  could  make  them  available  in  sinking  any  boat  that  we 
might  disable.  In  a  short  time  I  heard  a  volley  of  musketry,  then  a 
few  scattering  shots,  and  then  loud  and  continued  cheering.  In  a  few 
moments  a  messenger  informed  me  that  the  enemy  had  landed  a  large 
body  of  infantry  from  three  boats  above  HilPs  Point,  and  had  charged 
and  taken  the  position.  I  immediately  sent  Major  Boggs  to  inform 
Colonel  Counally,  who  at  once  moved  his  regiment  down.  I  then  sent 
a  courier  to  General  Law,  one  to  General  Hood,  and  one  to  yourself. 
The  courier  to  General  Law  returned,  bringing  me  word  from  him  that 
he  could  not  send  us  assistance,  and  I  at  once  directed  Major  Boggs  to 
order  Captain  Bradford  out  from  his  position  and  sent  Captain  Smoot 
an  order  to  get  his  guns  and  ammunition  out  into  the  road  as  soon  as 
possible.  I  then  ordered  Coit's  two  light  guns  forward  and  went  to 
ward  the  fort  or  work  as  far  as  the  farm-houses  to  ascertain  the  position 
of  affairs.  I  soon  became  satisfied  that  any  attempt  to  retake  the  guns 
with  the  force  we  had  must  fail,  and  that  neither  infantry  nor  artillery 
could  cross  the  plateau  under  the  cross-fire  of  seven  gunboats  and  two 
land  batteries,  with  an  unknown  body  of  infantry  filling  the  work  and 
lining  the  river  bank.  I  therefore  returned  to  the  Eeed's  Ferry  road 
to  await  your  corning  and  to  direct  the  movements  of  the  remaining 
batteries.  Your  note  directing  me  to  have  Connally  post  his  regiment 
to  support  Stribling's  battery  and  to  prevent  the  landing  of  troops  was 
not  received  until  8  o'clock,  an  hour  or  more  after  the  position  had  been 
taken. 

I  herewith  inclose  Major  Boggs'  and  Lieutenant  Carroll's  t  reports,  and 
copies  of  the  various  notes,  directions,  &c.,  referred  to  above. 

In  conclusion,  general,  I  have  the  honor  to  ask  for  a  court  of  inquiry 
as  well  to  verify  the  facts  stated  in  the  foregoing  report  as  to,  have  a 
record  answer  to  any  charge  of  neglect  of  duty,  either  expressed  or  im 
plied. 

Yery  respectfully, 

L.  M.  SHUMAKER, 
Major  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH, 

Commanding  Division. 

P.  S. — It  may  be  proper  to  state  that  the  work  is  a  heavy  earthwork, 
fronting  down  the  river,  with  heavy  traverses  between  the  guns,  the 

*  See  luclosures  G  and  H  to  Major-Geueral  French's  report,  No.  24. 
tSeo  iuclosure  J  to  Major-General  French's  report,  No.  24, 
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right  gun  being  the  only  one  able  to  fire  across  the  river  at  right  angles. 
The  guns  could  not  be  fired  to  the  rear,  as  there  was  rising  ground  im 
mediately  in  rear  of  and  higher  than  the  work  itself,  and  it  was  behind 
this  in  rear  of  the  work  that  the  landing  was  effected,  there  being  no 
pickets,  as  I  understood,  on  the  river  above  to  give  information. 


No.  26. 

Eepori  of  Maj.  F.  J.  Boggs,  C.  S.  Artillery,  of  the  capture  of  Battery 

Huger,  April  19. 

PROVIDENCE  CHURCH.  VA.,  April  21,  18G3. 

MAJOR  :  In  response  to  your  call  for  a  detailed  report  of  the  occur 
rences  on  the  19th  I  regret  to  say  I  have  but  an  imperfect  recollection 
of  more  than  general  affairs.  Captain  Smoot  went  into  battery  on  the 
night  of  the  18th.  On  the  19th  I  went  to  the  point  below  him,  in  view 
of  the  gunboat,  to  watch  the  effect  Qf  his  shot  if  he  should  open.  The 
instructions  I  gave  him  as  received  from  you  were  to  wait  until  a  boat 
attempted  to  pass  Stribling's  position,  or,  if  no  attempt  was  made  to 
pass,  to  wait  for  the  boat  to  take  a  nearer  position,  as  on  the  day  before. 
I  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  hear  Smoot's  guns  open,  as  the  boat,  I 
thought,  had  not  gone  up  far  enough.  The  shots,  however,  were  good. 
One,  I  am  confident,  struck  on  the  starboard  side  in  front  just  under  tlte 
hurricane  deck.  During  the  night  succeeding  you  ordered  Smoot,  in 
my  presence,  to  come  out  cautiously,  removing  his  guns  first  by  hand, 
which  he  did,  and  last  night  succeeded  in  getting  out  his  caissons.  The 
orders  given  by  me  and  from  you  to  Stribling  were  to  fire  at  nothing 
but  a  gunboat  on  attempting  to  pass  or  within  short  range,  which  order 
was  strictly  obeyed. 

On  the  18th,  about  8  o'clock,  three  boats  from  below  came  up  in  line 
of  battle  and  opened  a  terrific  fire  on  Stribling's  position,  the  rear  boats 
continuing  the  fire  while  the  first  boat  passed.  Lieutenant  Marshall  in 
formed  me  in  the  evening  that  two  shots  were  fired  at  the  leading  boat, 
one  taking  a  damaging  effect.  Seven  shots  were  fired  at  the  second 
boat,  five  taking  effect  and  the  sixth  striking  down  the  ilag-staff.  Sev 
eral  citizens  of  my  acquaintance  informed  me  that  she  was  towed  below 
in  a  sinking  condition.  I  witnessed  this  fight  also,  and  heard  the  crash 
of  timber  from  the  shots  on  the  second  boat. 

On  the  evening  of  the  19th,  about  sunset,  I  was  standing  with  you  and 
Mr.  Waterbury  in  Mrs.  Moore's  yard  when  we  heard  heavy  firing  and 
cheering,  which,  on  investigation,  we  found  to  be  the  shout  of  the  enemy 
in  the  capture  of  Stribling's  battery.  I  immediately  communicated  your 
order  to  Colonel  Conually  to  carry  down  his  regiment,  which  order  was 
executed.  Coit's  section  was  also  carried  in.  The  shelling  was  terrific, 
and  I  do  not  believe  a  dog  could  have  made  the  trip  from  Eiddick's 
quarters  to  the  fort.  In  the  morning  of  this  day,  while  I  was  watching 
the  effect  of  Smoot's  battery,  I  observed  three  boats  above  the  fort,  one 
a  large  side-wheel  vessel,  this  one,  at  least,  loaded  with  troops.  This 
information  I  communicated  to  you,  and  expressed  my  fears  to  several 
officers  (I  think  to  you)  that  there  would  be  an  effort  to  land  troops. 
Capt.  [James  A.]  Shingleur  was  there  and  saw  the  vessels  and  troops. 
Just  after  the  report  reached  us  of  the  capture  of  Stribliug's  battery  you 
remarked  that  you  had  sent  to  General  Law,  but  that  he  informed  you 
he  had  not  the  troops  to  spare.  I  think  you  remarked  you  had  also  sent 
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to  General  Hood.  Without  delay,  as  I  thought,  Generals  Hood  and 
Law,  and  shortly  after  General  French,  were  at  the  cross-roads  and 
dispositions  of  infantry  made.  Bradford's  battery  was  occupying  the 
works  above  Henry's,  and  were  ordered  out  by  you  through  me,  and  I 
had  succeeded  in  getting  out  all  the  pieces  but  one.  General  Hood 
ordered  it  back  again,  where  it  remained  until  last  night,  when  every 
thing  was  brought  out  in  safety.  The  orders  given  to  and  obeyed  by 
Captain  Bradford  were  to  fire  at  nothing  but  boats  in  passing  or  the 
enemy  at  short  range.  One  wheel  in  this  battery  was  shattered  and  the 
muzzle  molding  of  one  gun  struck  by  the  shot  of  the  enemy.  This  bat 
tery,  as  well  as  the  Hill's  Point  Battery,  was  commanded,  the  former  by 
three,  the  other  by  two,  land  batteries  over  the  river,  and  both  by  large 
bodies  of  sharpshooters. 

F.  J.  BOGGS, 
Major,  Com m  anding. 
Maj.  L.  M.  SHTJMAKER,  Chief  of  Artillery. 


No.  27. 

Report  of  Maj.  James  Dearing,  C.  S.  Artillery,  of  the  capture  of  Battery 

Huger,  April  19. 

APRIL  21,  1863. 

GENERAL:  Your  letter  recommending  me  a  quartermaster  was  re 
ceived  just  as  we  were  starting  on  to  Suffolk,  and  this  is  the  fh\st  oppor 
tunity  I  have  had  of  replying.  1  sent  up  a  recommendation  approved 
by  General  Pickett  and  General  Longstreet  about  a  week  or  ten  days 
before  receiving  your  letter,  and  hope  every  day  to  see  the  "phiz"  of 
my  quartermaster.  I  have  two  medical  officers  with  my  battalion,  one 
ordnance  officer,  one  adjutant,  and  a  lieutenant  acting  as  quartermaster. 

I  had  just  succeeded  in  getting  Capt.  [M.  0.]  Macon  four  Napoleons, 
giving  him  a  battery  of  four  Napoleons  and  two  Parrotts,  and  also  get 
ting  him  50  conscripts.  Capt.  [W.  H.]  Caskie  was  in  a  fair  way  to  get 
four  Napoleons,  and  I  was  hard  at  work  to 'obtain  a  rifle  Parrott  bat 
tery,  if  possible,  for  Capt.  [J.  G.]  Blount,  when  we  were  ordered  to  this 
side  of  the  Blackwater.  Soon  after  getting  here — that  is  within  1£ 
miles  of  Suffolk — Major-General  French  came  down,. and  having  no 
command  (though  being  the  ranking  major-general  here),  General 
Longstreet  finally  gave  him  the  command  of  all  the  artillery.  General 
French  immediately  took  two  of  my  batteries — Captain  Stribling's  and 
Captain  Bradford's,  which  had  been  assigned  me  at  Petersburg,  com 
posed  of  four  12-pounder  brass  pieces — and  sent  them  away  down  on 
Nansemoud  River,  some  15  miles  from  me,  putting  Captain  Stribling 
between  two  streams  just  where  they  unite  and  both  of  them  navigable 
for  gunboats,  giving  Captain  Stribling  only  two  companies  of  infantry 
as  a  support.  The  enemy  came  up  in  front,  on  both  flanks,  and  in  rear, 
and  captured  Captain  Stribling,  his  battery  of  three  Napoleons,  and 
two  24-pounder  brass  howitzers,  and  56  of  his  men.  The  caissons,  with 
the  chests  taken  oft',  and  the  horses  were  half  a  mile  back  and  escaped. 
Lieut.  [G.]  Carroll  also  escaped,  not  being  present.  He  has  some  90  odd 
men  and  the  horses  yet  remaining.  All  of  the  best  of  the  horses  General 
French  has  turned  over  to  some  other  batteries.  I  do  think  it  very  trying 
to  have  one's  command  thus  split  up  and  captured,  especially  in  such  a 
way  as  this  has  been  done.  If  it  is  a  military  necessity  to  separate  bat 
talions  no  one  will  more  cheerfully  acquiesce  than  myself  j  but  this  has 
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proven,  itself  not  to  be  such  an  otic,  for  General  French  Las  hastened 
to  remove  all  batteries  remaining  near  that  point  to  some  safe  inland 
position. 

I  have  been  working  hard  and  straining  every  point  to  fully  equip 
and  man  my  battalion,  and  was  flattering  myself  that  I  was  succeeding 
pretty  well  when  this  drawback  comes  upon  me.  It  does  seem  that  it 
is  but  a  poor  inducement  for  one  to  get  a  fine  battalion  if  he  is  to  have 
nothing  to  do  with  commanding  it  in  times  of  peril — if  it  is  to  be  placed 
in  traps  to  be  captured  without  fighting.  I  had  hoped  that  I  might 
have  the  honor  of  commanding  my  own  battalion  on  a  battle-field,  there 
to  share  its  honors,  victories,  or  defeats;  but  it  seems  otherwise.  I  had 
no  idea  of  accepting  a  sinecure  when  I  became  a  field  officer  of  artil 
lery,  and  when  my  battalion  is  needed  I  wish  to  carry  it  into  battle 
myself. 

I  nave  received  both  of  the  papers  recommending  officers  for  Caskie's 
battery.  He  has  one  vacancy  for  a  lieutenant,  and  I  should  much  pre 
fer  Lieut.  [S.  P.]  Chapman  to  [L.]  Booker.  I  sent  Captain  Caskie  him 
self  back  to  Richmond  to  see  if  he  could  hasten  the  filling  of  the  requisi 
tion  for  his  guns.  I  have  written  to  him  on  the  subject  and  am  expecting 
an  answer  daily.  Some  charges  against  Lieut.  [1\  B.]  McCurdy,  of  the 
same  battery,  came  down  to-day,  and  I  have  just  ordered  him  back  to 
report  to  Colonel  Crutchfield  for  trial.  He  appears  to  be  an  indifferent 
and  worthless  officer  and  talks  of  resigning.  I  hope  he  may,  if  my  im 
pressions  prove  true. 

I  hope,  general,  you  will  allow  me  to  have  the  Parrott  gun  Captain 
Caskie  turned  over  to  Colonel  Crutchfield.  I  am  greatly  in  need  of 
rifles,  and  wish  much  to  have  a  rifle  battery,  and  besides  really  think 
I  am  justly  entitled  to  that  gun.  The  battery  was  sent  to  me  without 
horses  or  guns,  though  it  had  both,  and  both  ought  rightfully  to  have 
been  sent — at  least  all  he  had.  My  horses  are  doing  well,  and  if  Cap 
tain  Stribling  had  his  battery  and  I  had  the  Parrotts  for  Captain  Blount 
I  would  be  satisfied. 

Believe  me,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  BEARING, 
Major,  Commanding  Battalion. 

Brig.  Gen.  WILLIAM  ]ST.  PENDLETON, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

P.  S. — I  forgot  to  mention  that  Lane's  Whitworth  gun  burst  in  North 
Carolina,  and  that  both  of  his  20-pounder  Parrott  guns  have  been  dis 
abled  down  here;  one,  elevating  screw  was  broken;  the  other  gun  was 
cracked,  1  believe. 

[Indorsement.] 

HDQRS.  ARTILLERY  CORPS,  April  27, 1863, 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  commanding  general  for  his  information, 
and  to  express  the  anxiety  of  the  undersigned  lest  much  care  in  adjust 
ing  our  artillery  organization  be  frustrated  by  change  of  system  in  those 
temporarily  serving  elsewhere.  Major  Bearing's  views  and  feelings  seem 
reasonable  and  soldier-like.  It  is  hoped  they  may  be  in  the  main  ap 
proved  by  General  Lee  and  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  N.  PENDLETON, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 

P.  S. — No  reflection  whatever  upon  General  French  is  intended  by 
the  undersigned,  who  has  a  favorable  and  very  kind  recollection  of  Gen- 
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era!  F.  Unaware,  however,  of  the  difficulties  incident  to  the  rupture 
and  readjustment  of  recent  battalion  organizations,  he  may  not  quite 
fully  appreciate  the  importance  of  not  permanently  weakening  a  bat 
talion  as  such.  To  encourage  these  efficient  young  battalion  com 
manders  seems  practically  wise.  The  other  points  mentioned  by  Major 
D.  are  attended  to. 
Respectfully, 

W.  K  P. 


No.  28. 

Report  of  Capt.  Robert  M.  Striblirig,  Fauquier  Artillery,  of  the  capture 
of  Battery  Huger,  April  19. 

PETERSBURG,  VA.,  May  6, 1863. 

GENERAL  :  In  reply  to  your  request  of  this  morning  I  have  the  honor 
of  making  the  following  report  of  the  capture  of  my  battery  on  the  Nan- 
semond  River  on  the  evening  of  April  19  : 

About  11  p.  m.,  April  16,  my  battery  was  placed  in  position  in  the 
old  fort  on  HilPs  Point  by  Major  Shumaker,  chief  of  artillery,  with 
orders  from  him  to  fire  upon  any  boats  running  up  or  down  the  river 
that  might  attempt  to  pass  the  fort,  and  to  fire  under  no  other  circum 
stances  except  when  the  fire  would  bo  undoubtedly  with  effect,  but  to 
keep  the  men  under  cover  as  well  as  possible.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Coleman,  of  General  Law's  brigade,  was  in  the  fort  with  some  inftmtry 
when  I  went  into  position.  The  next  morning  the  enemy  opened  upon 
the  fort  from  gunboats  below  and  above,  and  also  from  a  land  bat 
tery  upon  the  opposite  shore.  About  11  a.  m.  three  boats  attempted 
to  run  by  the  fort — one  ran  aground  about  600  yards  below,  and  only 
one  succeeded  then  in  passing ;  we  fired  upon  it  and  made  several  holes 
through  it.  Toward  sunset  the  boat  which  had  been  aground  got  off' 
and  passed  by ;  we  made  seven  holes  through  her,  and  I  understood 
permanently  disabled  her.  Saturday  was  a  day  of  comparative  quiet, 
no  shots  of  any  consequence  being  fired  at  the  fort  and  we  not  firing 
at  all. 

Early  Sunday  morning  firing  commenced  from  the  gunboats  and 
about  1  p.  m.  became  quite  furious  and  continued  so  until  between  sun 
down  and  dark,  when,  upon  a  signal,  all  firing  ceased,  and  immediately 
one  of  the  boats  above  ran  near  the  shore  and  rapidly  landed  two  or 
more  regiments  about  400  yards  above  the  fort.  They  double-quicked 
by  the  flank  across  the  neck  of  land,  thereby  cutting  off  all  communi 
cation.  They  then  faced  to  the  front,  discharged  their  pieces,  and 
charged  upon  the  fort.  The  pieces  which  had  been  turned  toward  the 
land  and  the  infantry  supports  (two  companies,  numbering  about  60 
men,  and  commanded  by  Captain  Bozernan,  of  Forty-fourth  Alabama 
Regiment,  General  Law's  brigade)  opened  upon  them  and  held  them 
in  check.  They  soon,  however,  flanked  the  fort  on  either  side  and 
entered  it  through  a  swamp  and  over  the  parapets  on  the  river  side  and 
in  rear  of  the  guns.  We  were  hastened  off  with  the  greatest  rapidity 
and  put  on  board  the  boat. 

About  2  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  16th  the  pickets  stationed  up  the 
river  fell  back  to  the  fort,  reporting  that  the  enemy  had  landed  in  large 
force  above.  Notice  was  immediately  sent  through  one  of  my  sergeants 
to  General  Law.  In  the  mean  time  Lieutenant-Colonel  Coleman  ad 
vanced  his  skirmishers  up  the  river  and  found  no  enemy  at  the  points 
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indicated.  They  bad  re-embarked',  as  I  learned  after  my  capture.  My 
sergeant  returned  and  reported  that  a  regiment  was  in  the  woods,  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  distant,  having  been  sent  down  to  our  support. 
When  the  enemy  lauded  on  the  evening  of  the  19th  there  was  no  picket 
or  lookout  up  the  river ;  no  gun  was  fired  or  no  notice  whatever  served 
of  their  approach,  and  as  the  shore  was  heavily  wooded  we  could  see 
nothing  from  the  fort.  1  had  been  led  to  suppose  that  the  banks  of  the 
river  were  picketed  and  that  I  would  receive  notice  of  the  approach  of 
a  laud  force,  and  also  that  there  was  a  regiment  in  supporting  distance. 
The  construction  of  the  fort  was  of  such  a  nature  that  I  could  not  use 
my  guns  with  full  effect  against  a  land  force,  though  it  was  admirably 
adapted  to  resist  an  attack  from  the  gunboats  and  to  blockade  the  river 
at  that  point. 

I  neglected  to  state  that  while  the  gunboat  was  aground  during  the 
morning  of  the  17th  no  gun  in  the  fort  could  be  brought  to  bear  upon 
it  on  account  of  the  narrowness  of  the  embrasure  which  had  been  hastily 
cut  out  the  night  before.  That  night  they  were  widened  sufficiently  to 
give  command  of  the  point. 

I  am,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  M.  STEIBLING, 
Captain  Fauquier  Artillery. 

[Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH.] 

P.  S. — It  might  be  well  to  add  that  on  the  night  of  the  16th,  when 
the  alarm  was  given,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Coleman  told  me  that  he  had 
orders  to  notify  General  Law  should  any  force  cross  the  river,  and  that 
he  had  no  courier.  As  my  sergeant  had  a  horse  I  offered  him  to  the 
colonel,  and  he  was  sent  by  his  order. 

[Indorsement.] 

Stribling's  guns  were  lost  because  the  infantry  placed  in  the  work 
as  a  garrison  by  Generals  Hood  and  Law,  and  from  whom  they  received 
all  orders,  were  captured.  When  Hood's  infantry  garrison  surrendered 
the  guns  were  captured.  Why  not  inquire  how  it  was  the  garrison 
found  in  the  fort  was  captured "? 

S.  G.  FEENCH, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


No.  29. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  A.  Jones,  Forty-fourth  Alabama  Infantry,  oj 
the  capture  of  Battery  Huger,  April  19. 

Names  of  the  companies  and  their  strength  captured  in  the  fort  at  Hill's  Point,  on  the  Nan 
seinond  River,  April  19,  all  from  the  Forty-fourth  Alabama  Regiment. 


Officers. 

Non-com 
missioned 
officers. 

Privates. 

Aggregate. 

Company  A 

4 

Q 

18 

28 

Company  li  

1 

Q 

36 

43 

Total  

5 

12 

54 

71 

JNO.  A.  JONES, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Comdg.  Forty-fourth  Alqbayna  Vols^ 
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No.  30. 

Report  of  Col.  John  K.  Connolly,  Fifty -fifth  North  Carolina  Infantry,  of 
the  capture  of  Battery  Hiiyer,  April  19. 

APRIL  22,  18G3. 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  in  compliance  with  Special  Orders, 
No.  3,  Headquarters  French's  Command,  dated  April  17,  three  compa 
nies  from  my  regiment  marched  on  Friday  night,  the  17th,  to  ISTorfleet's 
house,  011  the  Reed's  Ferry  road,  and  on  Saturday  morning,  the  18th, 
reported  to  Major  Shumaker  for  duty,  as  specified  in  the  order.  The 
fort  intended  for  the  reception  of  the  two  32-poimder  rifled  pieces  which 
my  regiment  was  to  support  not  having  been  completed,  a  detail  of  60 
men  was,  by  order  of  Major  Shumaker,  made  from  the  three  companies 
to  finish  it.  This  having  been  done  on  Saturday  evening,  the  18th,  the 
guns  were  placed  in  position  during  the  night. 

On  Saturday  morning,  the  18th,  I  moved  with  the  seven  remaining 
companies  of  my  regiment  to  Korfleet's  house,  and  some,  time  during 
the  evening  communicated  with  Major  Shumaker,  who  advised  me  to 
place  4  men  and  a  corporal  at  Le  Compte's  house,  4  men  and  a  corporal 
at  Heed's  Ferry,  4  men  and  a  corporal  at  a  point  nearly  equi-distant 
between  Le  Compte's  house  and  the  ferry,  and  a  company  at  Moore's 
house  to  support  the  three  points  mentioned.  He  also  advised  me  to 
place  a  company  near  the  gate  at  the  entrance  of  the  field  in  which  the 
battery  of  32-pounder  pieees  was  situated  to  support  it.  In  addition  to 
this  advice  I  received  an  order  from  General  French  in  exact  accordance 
with  the  major's  advice,  except  that  the  company  placed  at  Moore's 
should  be  placed  at  Le  Compte's  house.  In  posting  my  men  I  obeyed 
General  French's  order  to  the  letter  except  as  to  placing  a  company  at 
Le  Compte's  house.  This  I  did  not  do  because  Major  Shumaker  told 
me  that  he  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  posts  mentioned',  and 
that  it  was  better  to  place  the  company  at  Moore's,  which  I  did. 

On  Sunday  evening,  the  19th,  Colonel  Cunningham  rode  up  to  my 
quarters  some  time  between  4  and  6  o'clock  and  told  me  in  substance— 
1  do  not  remember  his  language — that  General  French  wished  me  to 
support  the  batteries.  The  order  was  general,  and  I  immediately  or 
dered  Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith  and  Maj.  [A.  H.]  Belo  to  go  and  ascer 
tain  the  position  of  the  batteries,  the  number  of  men  necessary  for  their 
support,  the  ground  to  be  occupied  by  the  support,  and  to  report  to  me 
as  early  as  possible.  They  had  not  been  gone  more  than  an  hour  or  an 
hour  and  a  half  when  I  heard  loud  cheering  in  the  direction  of  the  river. 
A  few  moments  afterwards  an  officer  (I  know  not  who)  rode  up  and 
reported  that  Stribling's  battery  had  been  charged  by  the  enemy  and 
captured.  I  immediately  ordered  my  regiment  under  arms,  left  one 
company  at  Moore's  house  to  support  the  three  posts  mentioned  above, 
two  companies  at  the  gate  referred  to  to  support  the  battery  of  o2- 
pounder  pieces,  and  with  the  seven  other  companies  proceeded  as  rap 
idly  as  possible  to  the  house  nearest  Stribling's  battery,  which  was  in  the 
fort  known  as  the  Old  Fort.  There  1  came  up  with  Capt.  [L.  E.]  Ter 
rell,  General  Law's  assistant  adjutant- general,  with  two  companies  from 
the  Forty-eighth  Alabama  Regiment.  I  inquired  of  the  captain  what 
he  was  doing  there,  and  learned  that  he  had  been  sent  by  General  Law 
with  the  two  companies  mentioned  to  relieve  the  two  companies  which 
were  in  the  fort  when  it  was  captured.  He  stated  that  he  had  arrived 
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too  late — that  the  fort  had  been  taken  before  he  could  render  assist 
ance.  I  had  never  been  to  the  fort,  knew  nothing  of  its  position  or  the 
grounds  around  it,  and  asked  Captain  Terrell  if  he  could  give  me  any 
information  concerning  it,  telling  him  that  1  intended  to  charge  and 
retake  the  guns.  He  stated  that  he  had  been  to  the  fort  and  knew  all 
about  its  position ;  that  it  was  situated  on  a  point  of  land  extending 
down  to  the  river,  and  that  there  was  a  deep  ravine  or  marsh  in  its 
front  over  which  my  men  could  not  possibly  charge.  In  addition  to 
this  the  fort  was  defended  by  six  gunboats — three  above  and  three 
below — and  two  land  batteries  across  the  river.  I  intended  to  charge 
and  retake  the  fort,  if  possible,  but  upon  learning  its  position  and  de 
fense  from  Captain  Terrell  knew  that  it  would  be  worse  than  folly  to 
make  the  attempt.  Wishing,  however,  to  ascertain  if  it  was  still  occu 
pied  by  the  enemy  I  moved  up  to  within  some  500  or  GOO  yards  of  the 
fort,  formed  line  of  battle,  and  ordered  the  men  to  lie  down.  1  then 
ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith,  with  two  companies  deployed  as 
skirmishers,  to  advance  until  fired  upon,  then  to  fall  back  upon  the  regi 
ment.  He  had  not  advanced  more  than  50  or  (JO  yards  before  he  was 
fired  upon  by  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  and,  as  ordered,  fell  back.  The 
fire  of  my  skirmishers  discovered  to  the  enemy  the  position  of  the  reg 
iment,  when  they,  opened  upon  me  a  heavy  cross-fire  from  the  six  gun 
boats  and  two  batteries.  1  immediately  withdrew  my  regiment  oiit  of 
range  of  their  grape-shot,  and,  thinking  they  would  probably  advance 
with  the  intention  of  capturing  the  battery  of  32-pounder  pieces  in  my 
rear,  formed  a  second  line  of  battle  about  half  a  mile  from  the  Old  Fort, 
threw  forward  skirmishers  under  command  of  Major  Belo,  and,  although 
shelled  from  the  gunboats,  awaited  patiently  the  enemy's  advance  until, 
I  suppose,  about  1  a.  m.,  when  General  Law  came  up  and  told  me  that 
1  was  too  far  in  advance  and  to  fall  back  upon  the  skirt  of  woods  some 
quarter  of  a  mile  in  my  rear;  also  to. draw  in  my  line  of  skirmishers. 
I  obeyed  General  Law's  orders.  This,  as  stated  above,  was  about  1 
o'clock.  At  daylight,  or  very  soon  thereafter,  General  Hood  came  up 
and  placed  me  under  command  of  General  Eobertson,  with  whom  I  re 
mained  until  near  sundown,  when  I  was  ordered  by  General  Hood, 
.through  General  Robertson,  to  rejoin  my  brigade.  General  Law  not 
attempting  to  retake  the  fort  during  the  night  of  the  19th,  and  General 
Hood  not  attempting  it  on  the  20th,  establishes  the  fact  that  the  attempt 
would  have  been  injudicious,  and  that  I  was  fortunate  in  meeting  with 
Captain  Terrell,  whose  statement  relative  to  its  position  and  defense 
alone  prevented  my  making  it. 

It  will  be  seen,  major,  from  this  report  that  I  did  not  have  any  men 
in  or  near  the  fort  when  it  was  captured;  that  it  was  attacked  so  soon 
after  Colonel  Cunningham  left  me  that  I  could  not  possibly  have  placed 
men  in  position  for  its  support ;  that  when  captured  two  companies  from 
General  Law's  brigade  were  moving  forward  to  relieve  the  two  com 
panies  which  were  in  it,  and  that  I  moved  with  all  possible  dispatch  to 
recapture  the  fort,  had  it  been  possible. 

As  1  was  the  commanding  officer  on  the  field  at  the  time,  I  deem  it 
my  duty  to  give  Captain  Terrell's  statement  concerning  the  action  of  the 
two  companies  under  his  command,  which  was  that  all  the  men  in  the  two 
companies  deserted  him  except  nine.  I  do  not  know  the  names  of  the 
nine  men  who  remained  with  the  captain  or  I  would  give  them,  thinking 
they  deserve  favorable  notice. 

The  fire  upon  my  regiment,  as  you  may  well  imagine,  was  very  heavy 
indeed,  yet  both  officers  and  men  received  it  unflinchingly  and  with 
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veteran-like  steadiness.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith,  Major  Belo,  and 
Adjt.  [H.  T.]  Jordan  behaved  with  the  utmost  coolness  and  gallantry. 
I  had  10  men  wounded  (1  mortally)  and  1  man  missing-,  supposed  to  have 
been  killed. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

3  NO.  K.  CONN  ALLY, 

Colonel  Fifty-fifth  Regiment  North  Carolina  Troops. 
Major  DAVES. 

[Indorsements.  1 

CAMP  NEAR  SUFFOLK,  YA.,  April  22,  1863. 

I  do  not  know  the  precise  hour  the  instructions  were  given  Colonel 
Connally,  but  think  it  was  earlier  than  4  p.  m.  They  would  have  been 
delivered  in  the  forenoon,  but  Colonel  Conually  was  absent  from  camp 
with  General  Law.  I  had  left  the  batteries  and  arrived  at  camp  before 
the  attack  was  made. 
Kespectf ully, 

GEO.  A.  CUNNINGHAM. 

HEADQUARTERS, 

Near  Suffolk,  Va.?  April  22,  18G3. 

Colonel  Connally  is  in  error,  perhaps,  in  regard  to  the  time  he  saw 
Colonel  Cunningham  and  received  his  instructions. 

S.  G.  FRENCH, 

Major-  General. 


No.  31. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  George  E.  Picliett,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Division, 
of  skirmish  on  the  Edenton  Road,  Va.,  April  24. 

HEADQUARTERS  PICKETT'S  DIVISION, 

April  26,  1863. 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  report*  of  Col.  [J.  B.]  Magruder, 
of  the  Fifty -seventh  Virginia,  commanding  on  the  Whitemarsh  road,  of 
the  skirmish  which  took  place  on  his  front  on  the  24th  instant.  Since 
his  report  has  been  handed  in  4  of  the  pickets  thought  to  be  prisoners 
have  returned.  They  took  refuge  in  the  swamps  upon  the  advance  of 
the  enemy.  They  report  from  what  was  overheard  that  the  officers  had 
great  difficulty  in  making  their  men  come  up  to  the  mark.  Simultane 
ously  with  the  attack  on  the  Whitemarsh  road  the  enemy  advanced  in 
my  immediate  front,  opening  fire  from  one  of  their  redoubts  near  the 
point  of  the  pond  with  three  rifled  guns ;  also  from  a  redoubt  in  our  right 
front,  and  from  a  section  of  artillery  which  they  brought  out  in  front  of 
my  advanced  pickets.  Their  picket  line,  which  was  re-enforced,  tried  to 
advance  under  cover  of  this  heavy  artillery  fire,  but  were  easily  repulsed 
by  my  pickets,  who  maintained  their  position  and  did  not  call  on  the 
reserve  regiment  which  I  had  sent  up  to  support  if  necessary. 

I  am  sorry  to  report  that  two  very  valuable  officers  of  the  Fourteenth 
Virginia  were  very  seriously  wounded — Capts.  [William  D.]  Tornpkins, 
[Company  B],  and  [P.]  Poindexter,  [Company  I].  They  were  shot  while 

*  Not  found. 
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ID  the  execution  of  their  duty  with  the  most  advanced  of  the  scouts. 
Also  two  men  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Virginia,  Corse's  brigade,  slightly 
wounded. 

The  officers  and  men  engaged  all  acted  with  great  coolness  and  readi 
ness,  and  it  is  evident  the  enemy  was  badly  hurt. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  E.  PIOKBTT, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
Maj.  G.  MOXLEY  SORREL, 

Asst.  Acljt.  Gen.,  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 


APRIL  12,  1863. — Reconnaissance  from  Gloucester  Point  to  the  vicinity  of 

Hickory  Forks,  Va. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  C.  Tevis,  Fourth  Delaware  Infantry. 

CAMP  GILPIN,  GLOUCESTER  POINT,  VA., 

April  12,  1S63. 

COLONEL  :  In  pursuance  of  your  orders  I  marched  a  detachment  of  150 
men  (infantry),  tak;en  from  the  Fourth  Delaware  Regiment,  to  the  points 
indicated  in  your  instructions  to  me.  I  felt  all  the  woods  between  York 
River  and  the  main  county  road  as  far  up  as  Timber  Keck  Creek,  and 
then  took  what  is  called  the  Pine  Swamp  road  until  its  intersection  with 
the  Bell  Roy  road,  about  1J  miles  above  Hickory  Fork. 

All  the  country  was  carefully  examined  by  my  line  of  skirmishers, 
and  indications  of  the  recent  presence  of  the  enemy  were  found,  particu 
larly  at  a  small  Methodist  chapel  called  Providence  Chapel,  about  3 
miles  beyond  our  lines.  All  the  inhabitants  concurred  in  stating  that 
about  200  cavalry  (Captains  Littleton's,  Clopton's,  and  Allen's  compa 
nies),  under  Colonel  Godwin  and  Major  Van gh an,  had  been  down  since 
Friday  morning,  and  had  returned  about  G  p.  in.  to-day  to  King  and 
Queen's  Court-House,  where  they  are  encamped.  I  found  a  consider 
able  quantity  of  grain  in  the  mill  belonging  to  Coleman  Roberts,  on  the 
Bell  Roy  road,  and  as  the  rebels  ai'e  in  the  habit  of  picketing  there  to 
bait  their  horses,  and  as  the  owner  confessed  to  correspondence  with 
their  leaders,  I  burned  the  mill.  My  detachment  returned  by  the  main 
county  road,  only  halting  to  destroy  a  grist  and  saw  mill  belonging  to 
Prosser  Tabb,  near  Hickory  Fork,  in  which  large  quantities  of  flour  have 
been  lately  ground  for  the  use  of  the  Richmond  army.  I  would  espe 
cially  call  attention  to  Charles  Curtis,  at  Wilson's  Creek,  who  receives 
stores  for  the  rebels  and  who  had  rented  the  last-mentioned  mill. 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward,  too,  the  papers  taken  from  two  cavalry 
soldiers  belonging  to  the  Fifth  Virginia  Cavalry,  whom  I  captured,  and 
who  were  empowered  by  the  rebel  general,  Stuart,  to  collect  horses  for 
his  regiments.  The  men  and  officers  of  my  command  did  their  duty  well. 
I  would  speak  particularly  of  the  services  of  Lieut.  John  J.  Toner,  regi 
mental  quartermaster,  and  of  Dr.  Hopkins,  regimental  surgeon,  who 
were  of  material  assistance  to  me  in  the  capture  of  the  prisoners. 
Very  respectfully, 

CHARLES  CARROLL  TKVIS, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Fourth  Delaware  Volunteers. 

Col.  A.  H.  GEIMSIIAW, 

Fourth  Delaware  Volunteers,  Commanding  Post. 
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APRIL  16,  1863, — Affair  on  the  Pamunkey  Eiver,  near  West  Point,  Va. 

Report  of  Maj.  Peyton  Wise,  Forty-sixth  Virginia  Infantry. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
White  House,  Va.,  April  19,  1863. 

GENERAL:  I  have  just  returned  from  Taylor's  Quarter,  2  miles  from 
West  Point,  to  which  place  I  was  called  on  Thursday  evening  last  by  oc 
currences  of  which  the  following  shall  be  a  report.  Permit  me  only%to  pre 
mise  that  this  should  have  been  sent  to  you  earlier,  but  that  a  dispatch 
which  reached  me  at  the  place  just  named,  and  other  reports  which  came 
to  me  tending  to  show  that  you  had  retired  from  Williamsburg,  left  me 
in  ignorance  of  your  whereabouts.  On  Thursday  evening  last  a  dis 
patch  reached  me  by  courier  from  Capt.  [G.  W.]  Abbitt  (stationed  at 
Taylor's  Quarter,  on  the  Pamunkey  Eiver,  with  his  own  company  and 
that  of  Capt.  [G.  D.J  Huffman  and  a  section  of  artillery  under  Lieuten 
ant  Hudgin)  that  two  gunboats  were  descried  in  York  Kiver  slowly 
approaching  West  Point.  I  immediately  telegraphed  this  fact  to  Gen 
eral  Elzey,  and  then,  after  sending  an  order  to  Captain  Hayues  (sta 
tioned  at  Canton,  in  King  William  County,  near  Mattapony  Eiver,  with 
a  company  of  cavalry)  to  scout  the  Mattapony  Eiver  down  to  its  mouth, 
with  a  view  to  watch  out  for  and  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  any  at 
tempted  landing  of  the  enemy  above  us  on  that  river,  or  any  raid  of 
gunboats,  I  proceeded  directly  to  Taylor's  Quarter.  This  was  the  scene 
of  the  little  action  which  I  shall  relate  to  you.  The  two  gunboats  re 
ferred  to  were  steam  propellers,  one  of  large  size,  the  other  of  dimen 
sions  not  so  great  but  respectable,  and  both  conveying  troops.  The 
fact  that  they  bore  troops  is  distinctly  vouched  for  by  citizens  at  West 
Point,  who  were  not  only  close  enough  to  both  to  see  with  ease  what 
was  on  board  of  them  but  were  not  so  far  removed  from  the  smaller  of 
the  two  as  that  they  could  not  hear  voices  on  it.  The  larger  of  the  gun 
boats  lay  off  abreast  the  point  and  near  the  opposite  shore,  on  which 
is  the  '•  brick  house."  The  smaller  one  passed  West  Point  up  into 
the  Pamunkey  about  half  a  mile.  At  this  distance  she  was  opened  upon 
by  our  artillery,  which  consisted  of  two  small  guns  (of  the  Blakcly  pat 
tern)  with  round  shot.  The  first  shot  was  ineffectual,  but  the  second 
and  third,  following  in  quick  succession,  went  tearing  and  crashing 
right  through  her.  It  is  supposed  that  she  was  struck  twice  afterward, 
but  certain  it  is  that  after  an  action  of  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour 
she  retired,  evidently  with  the  greatest  difficulty  and  very  badly  dam 
aged.  As  she  repassed  West  Point  groans  and  screams  of  the  most 
heart  rending  description,  heard  with  the  utmost  distinctness  at  the 
Point,  told  not  only  of  damage  done  to  vessel  but  that  her  crew  had  ex 
perienced  the  effect  of  the  iron  hail.  When  this  gunboat  rejoined  her 
consort  they  both  steamed  down  York  Eiver  and  have  not  been  heard 
of  since.  Next  day  at  as  early  an  hour  as  possible  General  Elzey  was 
informed  of  what  had  been  done.  Col.  [E.  T.  W.]  Duke  was  informed 
of  it  with  equal  promptness  by  his  pickets  (Capt.  [ J.  C.]  Hill's  company) 
at  Eltham,  who  were  witnesses  of  the  whole  transaction.  I  shall  leave 
you  to  judge,  sir,  what  was  the  destination,  of  the  troops  on  board  of 
these  vessels,  but  to  enable  you  to  form  as  correct  a  judgment  as  possi 
ble  permit  me  to  state  that  I  am  now  firmly  convinced  that  the  only  ob 
ject  of  the  small  gunboat  in  entering  the  Pamunkey  Eiver  was  the  cap 
ture  of  a  large  schooner  which  was  pushing  its  way  down  the  river  and 
was  near  Eltham.  The  larger  one,  too,  went  toward  the  Brick  House 
Lauding  and  lay  near  it.  Can  these  troops  have  been  destined  to  flank 
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you'?  If  my  command,  while  performing  the  special  service  assigned 
to  it,  has  been  indeed  in  strum  ental  in  protecting  your  rear,  you  need 
scarcely  my  assurance  that  no  one  is  more  grateful  for  it  than  your 
obedient  servant, 

PEYTON  WISE, 
Major,  Commanding,  &c. 

Brig.  Gen.  HENRY  A.  WISE,  Commanding,  &c. 


APHIL  27,  1863.— Expedition  from  Yorktown  beyond  Hickory  Forks,  Va. 
Extract  from  "Record  of  Events"  of  Seventh  Army  Corps* 

April  27. — Lieutenant-Colonel  Tevis,  Fourth  Delaware  Volunteers, 
with  a  detachment  from  his  regiment  and  a  detachment  from  the  Sec 
ond  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  went  some  distance  above  Hickory  Forks, 
destroyed  a  large  amount  of  stores  of  the  rebel  army,  consisting  of  grain, 
cotton,  bacon,  flour,  salt,  coffee,  sulphur,  powder,  flints,  percussion-caps, 
and  quinine ;  "also  collected  and  drove  within  the  lines  57  head  of  horned 
cattle,  200  sheep,  and  8  horses  and  mules. 


APRIL  27-MAY  1,  1863. — Expedition  from  New  Berne  toward  Kinston, 
N".  C.,  and  skirmish  (28th)  at  Wise's  Cross-Roads. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Brig.  Gen.  Irniis  N.  Palmer,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Expedition. 
No.  2. — Col.  George  H.  Peirson,  Fifth  Massachusetts  Infantry. 
No.  3. — Lieut.  Col.  Luke  Lyman,  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  Infantry. 
No.  4. — Col.  Charles  L.  Holbrook,  Forty-third  Massachusetts  Infantry. 
No.  5. — Col.  Charles  E.  Codrnan,  Forty-fifth  Massachusetts  Infantry. 
No.  G. — Col.  J.  Richter  Jones,  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

NO.    1. 

Reports  of  Brig,  Gen.  Innis  'N.  Palmer,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Expe 
dition. 

HDQRS.  FIIIST  DIVISION,  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
Core  Creelt,  Dover  Road  Crossing,  N.  C.,  April  28,  1863 — 9  p.  in. 

COLONEL  :  About  midday  to-day  the  weather  cleared  up  a  little  and 
a  demonstration  was  made,  having  for  its  object  principally  the  capture 
of  any  of  the  enemy  who  might  be  on  Sandy  Eidge.  Colonel  Amory, 
with  two  regiments  (the  Seventeenth  and  Forty-fifth),  was  ordered  to 
inarch  up  the  railroad  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  the  point  where  the  rail 
road  and  Dover  road  cross.  Colonel  Jones,  with  his  own  regiment  (the 
Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania)  and  the  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts,  was 
ordered  up  the  Dover  road.  The  arrangement  was  that  the  two  columns 


From  Return  for  month  of  April,  1863. 


344  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  S.  E.  VIRGINIA. 

slionld  meet  at  the  junction  mentioned.  I  recollected  what  General 
Foster  had  told  me  about  making  the  demonstration  with  infantry,  and 
also  about  giving  Colonel  Jones  a  command.  All  the  other  forces  were 
held  in  readiness  to  move  in  any  direction.  Nothing  was  found  on  the 
ridge,  the  intrenchments  nearest  Core  Creek  having  been  abandoned. 
The  forces  arrived  at  the  junction  nearly  at  the  same  time  and  there 
found  intrenchments  with  a  force  to  defend  them.  A  sharp  skirmish 
took  place,  when  the  enemy  were  driven  out,  leaving  2  men  dead* and  1 
wounded.  They  retired  up  the  railroad  in  the  direction  of  Kinston. 
Their  line  of  retreat  they  had  taken  care  to  keep  open  and  it  was  im 
possible  to  get  behind  them. 

The  wounded  man  found  in  the  enemy's  works  is  with  Colonel  Jones' 
command,  which  has  not  yet  arrived  in  camp.  I  will  get  all  the  infor 
mation  I  can  from  him  as  soon  as  he  arrives  here  and  communicate 
further  with  you  to-morrow. 

Our  loss  is  1  man  killed  and  6  wounded. 

This  skirmish  took  place  some  10  miles  this  side  of  Kinston.  The 
only  information  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  thus  far  in  regard  to  the 
enemy's  position,  &c.,  at  Kinstou  is  from  a  negro,  who  says,  "They  have 
plenty  men,  plenty  guns,  plenty  forts." 

We  have  provisions  enough  for  to-morrow.  If  more  provisions  are 
sent  some  wagons  should  be  sent  to  transport  them,  for  the  roads  are 
very  bad  between  here  and  the  railroad.  1  have  had  them  repaired  as 
far  as  possible  to-day. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  K  PALMER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Eighteenth  Army 


HDQIIS.  FIRST  DIVISION,  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Core  Creek  Railroad  Crossing,  April  20,  1803. 

COLONEL  :  The  rebel  works  carried  yesterday  are  8  miles  from  Kin 
ston.  They  command  the  railroad  and  the  Dover  road.  They  were 
erected  last  week  and  have  four  embrasures.  General  Hansom,  with  his 
brigade  (six  regiments),  is  2  to  4  miles  nearer  Kinston.  General  Hill 
has  another  division  -in  that  vicinity,  at  different  points,  where  there 
are  other  defenses.  I  cannot  tell  the  condition  of  the  bridge  at  Kinston ; 
the  wagon-road  bridge  is  good.  I  think  we  have  impressed  them  with 
the  belief  at  Kinston  that  the  whole  Union  force  in  this  vicinity  is  to  be 
hurled  on  them.  I  send  down  2  wounded  men  and  2  dead  (one  of  the 
Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  and  one  of  the  Forty-fifth  Massachusetts) ; 
both  the  wounded  are  of  the  Forty-fifth.  One  Confederate  wounded 
also  goes  down.  It  was  a  hard  day's  work  yesterday.  The  commands 
returned  at  midnight.  The  roads  are  dreadful. 
Very  respectfully,  vours, 

I.  N.  PALMER, 

Brigadier-  Genera  I. 
Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 

P.  S. — Yours  of  0  a.  in.  to-day  received.     The  position  of  the  forces 
around  Kinston  are  undoubtedly  as  I  have  given  above. 
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HDQRS.  FIRST  DIVISION,  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  N.  £.,  May  2,  1803. 

COLONEL:  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  department  head 
quarters  of  April  2G,  18G3,  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  instant  I  embarked 
my  division  upon  the  cars,  and  at  3  p.  m.  all  the  command  were  at  Batch- 
elder^  Creek.  The  First  Brigade,  Colonel  Amory  commanding,  was 
sent  forward  on  the  railroad  to  Core  Creek.  In  accordance  with  my 
orders  he  took  possession  of  the  bridge  at  that  point  and  sent  a  force 
immediately  across  the  creek  to  the  switch  but  found  nothing.  His 
command  bivouacked  on  the  railroad  immediately  behind  the  creek, 
while  the  remainder  of  the  command,  consisting  of  the  brigade  of  Colonel 
Lee,  the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Colonel  Jones,  one  sec 
tion  of  Eiggs'  battery,  and  a  company  of  the  Third  New  York  Cavalry, 
moved  up  a  cross-road  to  the  Neuse  road,  and  from  thence  to  the  Dover- 
road  Crossing  of  Core  Creek,  behind  which  we  encamped.  Thus  was 
the  command  posted  on  two  different  roads,  some  2J  miles  apart,  with 
a  good  cross-road  connecting. 

Immediately  after  my  arrival  at  the  Dover-road  Crossing  I  sent  a  force 
across  the  creek  and  beyond  to  feel  the  enemy's  pickets,  but  the  party 
found  nothing. 

At  midnight  it  commenced  to  rain  very  heavily  and  continued  until 
noon  of  Tuesday,  the  28th  instant.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  storm  the 
whole  country  seemed  flooded — the  roads  in  a  horrible  condition ;  still 
I  determined  to  make  a  movement  on  Sandy  Eidge  so  that  the  enemy 
might  at  least  be  kept  on  the  alert,  even  if  we  effected  no  captures  or 
fought  no  fight.  I  felt  confident,  however,  that  we  should  find  some  of 
the  enemy's  troops  at  the  crossing  of  the  Dover  road  with  the  railroad, 
and  perhaps  some  few  in  the  iutrenchments  at  the  easterly  portion  of 
Sandy  Eidge.  I  therefore  ordered  the  following  movements : 

Colonel  Amory,  with  two  regiments  (the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts 
Volunteers  and  the  Forty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia),  was 
ordered  to  march  up  the  railroad  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  the  point 
where  the  railroad  and  Dover  road  cross.  I  will  here  say  that  Colonel 
Amory,  who  has  been  ill  for  some  time,  was  not  able  to  go  with  the 
brigade,  inasmuch  as  it  was  impossible  to  march  horses  on  the  railroad. 
He  therefore  returned  to  the  bivouac,  leaving  Colonel  Codman,  of  the 
Forty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia,  in  command. 

Colonel  Jones,  with  his  own  regiment  (the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania) 
and  the  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ly  in  a  n,  one  company  of  the  Forty-fourth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Mi 
litia,  and  two  companies  of  the  Third  New  York  Cavalry  was  ordered 
forward  on  the  Dover  road,  the  understanding  being  that  the  two  col 
umns  should  join  hands  at  the  above-mentioned  crossing.  In  accord 
ance  with  orders  from  the  commanding  general  the  artillery  was-  not 
taken  beyond  Core  Creek.  All  the  other  troops  were  held  in  readiness 
to  move  in  any  direction.  Colonel  Jones  moved  cautiously,  and  finding 
the  intrench ments  on  Sandy  Eidge  abandoned  he  pushed  on  with  his 
column  beyond  the  ridge,  seeing  nothing  of  the  enemy  until  the  head 
of  the  column  arrived  within  100  yards  of  the  crossing,  when  he  was 
suddenly  saluted  with  a  volley  of  musketry  from  the  opposite  side  of 
the  railroad.  Supposing  that  there  was  a  chance  the  party  might  be  a 
portion  of  Colonel  Araory's  column  he  took  measures  to  discover  the 
truth,  and  found  the  enemy  posted  in  rifle-pits,  several  hundred  feet  in 
length,  and  entirely  concealed  in  the  thick  brush.  Some  .75  yards  in 
rear  was  found  another  line  of  heavy  earthworks  of  some  500  or  GOO 
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feet  front,  with  an  em  bra  sine  looking  down  the  Dover  road,  but  without 
a  gun.  Both  these  lines  were  parallel  to  the  railroad  and  strongly  pro 
tected  on  the  flanks  by  marsh  and  thick  underbrush,  which  was  taken 
advantage  of  by  the  enemy's  sharpshooters. 

Colonel  Jones  immediately  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy's  works,  grad 
ually  advancing,  and  was  making  preparations  to  turn  both  flanks  of  the 
position  at  the  same  moment,  when  a  brisk  fire  was  opened  from  down 
the/railroad  from  the  column  of  Colonel  Amory's  brigade  under  Colonel 
Codman.  After  delivering  one  volley  two  companies  dashed  down  the 
track  with  fixed  bayonets  and  took  possession  of  the  work.  This  de 
cided  the  affair,  the  enemy  retiring  in  disorder-  up  the  railroad  toward 
Kinston,  leaving  4  killed  and  2  wounded  (1  mortally)  on  the  ground. 
One  of  the  wounded  was  brought  in. 

The  force  of  the  enemy  is  variously  estimated ;  probably  about  300 
men.  He  had  no  artillery.  It  was  impossible  to  get  in  the  rear  and 
capture  this  force,  for  they  had  taken  care  to  keep  the  line  of  retreat 
perfectly  clear.  After  destroying  the  enemy's  camp,  both  columns  re 
turned  to  their  respective  camps. 

The  following  day  (the  29th  instant)  I  directed  that  one  regiment  of 
Colonel  Amory's  brigade  be  sent  up  the  railroad  beyond  Core  Creek  to 
support  a  fatigue  party,  which  was  to  make  a  show  of  repairing  the  rail 
road.  The  Forty-third  Massachusetts  was  sent  upon  this  duty,  and  on 
this  and  the  day  following  succeeded  in  putting  the  road  in  good  con 
dition  for  a  distance  of  2-J  miles  beyond  the  creek. 

During  the  day  of  the  20th  two  cavalrymen,  with  some  of  the  infantry 
and  artillery,  went  out  a  short  distance  from  camp,  when  they  were  at 
tacked  by  a  party  of  guerrillas.  The  two  cavalrymen  were  killed.  They 
had  permission  from  their  commanding  officer  to  leave  camp.  The  other 
men,  I  Lave  no  doubt,  were  on  a  pillaging  expedition,  and  I  am  rather 
sorry  that  they  were  not  the  sufferers.  Cavalry  and  infantry  were  imme 
diately  sent  in  pursuit.  They  brought  in  several  prisoners,  evidently 
citizens.  A  careful  examination  of  these  men  convinced  me  that  they 
could  not  be  the  perpetrators  of  the  deed.  I  therefore  released  them, 
with  the  admonition  that  if  anything  of  the  kind  again  occurred  in  their 
neighborhood  they  would  be  held  responsible. 

On  the  30th  a  general  move  was  made  on  different  roads  in  such  a 
way  as  to  create  the  impression  that  all  the  roads  leading  to  Kinston 
were  filled  with  troops  advancing  on  that  place,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  enemy  at  Kiuston  believed  it.  The  column  on  the  railroad 
worked  at  the  repairs  with  a  will,  while  the  occasional  whistle  of  the 
cars  undoubtedly  conveyed  the  idea  that  troops  were  coming  up  from 
New  Berne.  Colonel  Lee,  with  a  portion  of  the  Twenty-seventh  and 
Forty-sixth  Massachusetts  Eegiments,  was  sent  to  reconnoiter  the  road 
leading  from  a  point  a  mile  or  two  across  Core  Creek  (Dover-road  Cross 
ing)  to  the  Neuse  road,  while  Colonel  Jones,  with  the  cavalry  only, 
moved  by  still  another  path  to  strike  the  Neuse  road  higher  up.  The 
Fifth  Massachusetts,  Colonel  Peirson,  of  the  Second  Brigade,  moved 
down  the  Dover  road  toward  the  point  at  which  the  skirmish  took  place 
on  the  28th  instant.  Colonel  Lee  went  through  to  the  Neuse  road,  a 
distance  of  about  G  miles,  and  returned,  finding  nothing  but  the  traces 
of  a  small  party  which  had  been  in  the  neighborhood  a  day  or  two 
before.  Colonel  Jones,  with  the  cavalry,  moved  to  a  cross-road  in  front 
of  the  one  followed  by  Colonel  Lee  and  struck  the  Neuse  road  at  Bid- 
die's,  a  point  some  6  miles  from  Core  Creek.  Here  he  expected  to  find 
a  picket,  which  he  hoped  to  capture,  but  on  arriving  he  found  they  had 
i'allen  back.  He  then  pushed  on  toward  Moseley's  Creek.  The  inhabit- 
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ants  informed  him  that  a  brigade  of  infantry,  with  artillery,  was  strongly 
intrenched  at  Moseley's  Greek,  but  on  arriving  at  that  point  he  found 
the  whole  force  had  retired  toward  Kiiiston  on  hearing  of  the  skirmish 
of  Tuesday. 

The  position  at  Moseley's  Creek  Colonel  Jones  reports  to  be  quite 
strong.  The  creek  here  has  two  branches,  behind  each  of  which  the 
rebels  had  thrown  up  earthworks.  The  first  line  is  some  400  feet  long, 
with  one  embrasure  looking  down  the  road.  The  front  is  broken  into 
bastions  and  a  ritie-pit  is  placed  in  the  rear.  The  second  work  has  two 
embrasures,  more  extensive  than  the  other,  flanking  arrangements, 
broader  and  deeper  water  in  front,  and  is  altogether  a  formidable 
affair.  The  camps  in  rear  of  these  works  Colonel  Jones  burned  and 
destroyed. 

From  the  information  procured  by  Colonel  Jones  I  have  no  doubt  the 
enemy  drew  in  all  their  forces  on  all  the  roads  leading  to  Kinston  after 
the  advance  and  skirmish  by  the  two  columns  on  the  28th  instant. 

Colonel  Peirson,  with  his  command,  made  a  successful  reconnaissance 
down  the  Dover  road,  resulting  in  some  useful  information  in  regard  to 
the  character  of  the  country  and  road,  location  of  cross-roads,  houses, 
&c.,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  accompanying  sketch.  On  arriving  within 
about  1£  miles  of  the  intrenchments  on  the  railroad  Colonel  Peirson 
drove  in  the  enemy's  pickets  and  reconnoitered  their  position,  which  he 
reports  was  occupied  by  a  strong  force ;  what  number  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  discover. 

On  receipt  of  Special  Orders,  No.  125,  from  Headquarters  Eighteenth 
Army  Corps,  on  the  1st  instant,  I  immediately  returned  to  New  Berne 
with  my  division,  by  railroad,  sending  Colonel  Jones,  with  his  regiment 
and  the  cavalry,  around  by  the  Neuse  road  and  Batchelder's  Creek. 

The  whole  command  behaved  very  well.  The  commanding  officers  of 
regiments,  &c.,  showed  themselves  energetic  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties.  To  Colonel  Jones,  of  the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania,  I  am  in 
debted  for  much  valuable  information  regarding  the  country,  its  inhab 
itants,  &c.  Energetic,  untiring,  and  zealous,  he  has  shown  himself  the 
man  for  his  place  as  commandant  of  the  outposts  in  front  of  New  Berne. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

I.  N.  PALMER, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Col.  George  H.  Peirson,  Fifth  Massachusetts  Infantry. 

HDQRS.  FIFTH  EBGT.  MASSACHUSETTS  VOL.  MILITIA, 

Fort  Peirson,  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  May  3,  1803. 

SIR  :  In  obedience  to  orders  received,  dated  Core  Creek,  April  30,  I 
respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  reconnaissance  made  by 
me  on  that  day  : 

We  left  camp  about  1)  a.  m.  and  moved  on  the  Dover  road,  taking 
notes  and  gaining,  as  far  as  possible,  information  concerning  that  road, 
the  cross-roads  on  either  side,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  country.  We 
met  with  no  opposition  until  we  arrived  within  1J  miles  of  the  enemy's 
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position,  at  what  is  called  Wise's  Cross-Roads.  We  were  there  fired  upon 
by  seven  of  the  enemy's  pickets,  who  were  driven  into  the  woods.  We 
then  advanced  cautiously,  skirmishing  with  the  different  pickets  on  the 
road,  until  we  arrived  near  to  the  enemy's  works,  which  command  the 
railroad  and  the  Dover  road,  about  10  miles  from  pur  camp.  After  re- 
connoitering  about  one  and  a  half  hours  and  drawing  their  fire  I  found 
the  enemy  in  strong  force.  I  then  retired,  agreeably  to  my  instructions. 
Accompanying  this  report  I  send  a  sketch  of  the  roads,  &c.,  through 
which  I  passed,  which  I  hope  will  prove  satisfactory  to  you. 
Kespeetfully,  yours, 

GEOBGE  H.  PEIESON, 

Colonel,  Comdg.  Fifth  Regt.  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia. 
Capt.  J.  A.  JUBSON, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Division,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 

p.  g. — I  omitted  to  state  that  on  my  approaching  the  enemy's  works 
he  fired  several  buildings  situated  just  in  front  of  him,  probably  to  pre 
vent  my  taking  shelter  behind  them. 


No.  3. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Luke  Lyman,  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  Infantry. 

HDQRS.  TWENTY- SEVENTH  REG-T.  MASS.  VOLS., 
Camp  Potter,  New  Berne,  N.  C.7  May  2,  1863. 

DEAR  SIR  :  I  have  to  report  the  part  taken  by  this  regiment  in  the 
battle  at  Wise's  Cross-Roads  on  Tuesday,  April  28 : 

At  12  m.  of  that  day  I  received  orders  to  report  with  my  regiment 
to  Colonel  Jones,  of  the  Fifty-eighth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volun 
teers,  which  I  did  immediately.  We  moved  about  1  o'clock,  the  Fifty- 
eighth  Regiment  leading  the  column.  When  about  2  miles  out  Com 
panies  D  and  E  were  thrown  forward  as  skirmishers  on  the  left  of  the 
road  and  two  companies  of  the  Fifty-eighth  Regiment  on  the  right.  No 
obstructions  were  met  with  except  the  enemy's  pickets,  wrho  retreated 
upon  our  approach)  until  reaching  the  cross  roads.  Here  the  skirmish 
ers  found  about  one  regiment  of  the  enemy  behind  earthworks.  They 
engaged  them  promptly,  and  in  less  than  one  hour's  fighting,  averaging 
20  to  25  rounds  to  a  man,  charged  their  works  and  drove  them  out, 
Company  D  being  the  first  to  mount  the  parapet,  receiving  a  volley  as 
they  did  so  from  the  retreating  enemy  who  had  covered  themselves 
behind  a  second  line  of  earthworks  but  left  them  immediately  after 
delivering  a  volley.  The  remaining  companies  of  the  regiment  were 
not  brought  into  action. 

Our  casualties  were  small,  only  2  being  wounded,  and  they  slightly ; 
none  killed. 

I  was  not  in  a  position  to  witness  the  action  and  therefore  cannot 
speak  personally  of  the  behavior  of  the  companies  engaged,  but  I  am 
pleased  to  place  on  record  in  this  form  the  opinion  of  Colonel  Jones, 
who  was  in  front  and  in  direct  command.  He  volunteered  to  say  to 
me  on  our  return  that  these  companies  behaved  nobly. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

LUKE  LYMAN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Col.  HORACE  C.  LEE, 

Comdf/.  Second  I>ri(/.,  First  Div.,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 
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No.  4. 
Report  of  Col.  Charles  L.  Holbroolc,  Forty-third  Massachusetts  Infantry. 

HDQRS.  FORTY-THIRD  MASSACHUSETTS  VOLUNTEERS, 

Camp  Rogers,  N.  (/.,  May  2,  1803. 

COLONEL:  Iii  accordance  with  orders  received  Wednesday  evening, 
29th  ultimo,  this  regiment  left  the  camp  of  the  brigade  on  Thursday 
morning  at  G  o'clock  and  marched  about  5  miles  on  the  railroad  toward 
Kinston,  halting  near  where  the  pioneer  corps  was  engaged  in  repair 
ing  the  road.  The  regiment  bivouacked  in  the  woods,  and  returned  to 
the  camp  of  the  brigade  yesterday  morning,  and  at  1  p.  in.  embarked 
on  the  train  and  returned  to  New  Berne. 

On  Thursday  scouting  parties  were  sent  out  in  different  directions 

and  pickets  posted,  and  nothing  of  importance  transpired  after  leaving 

the  camp  of  the  brigade.     At  the  suggestion  of  General  Palmer  large 

fires  were  built  in  the  woods  in  and  about  our  camp  on  Thursday  night. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  L.  HOLBEOOK, 
Colonel  Forty-third  Massachusetts  Volunteers. 

Col.  T.  J.  C.  AMORY, 

Commanding  Brigade. 


No.  5. 
Report  of  Col.  Charles  R.  Codman,  Forty-fifth  Massachusetts  Infantry. 

HDQRS.  FORTY-FIFTH  MASSACHUSETTS  VOL.  MILITIA, 
Camp  Massachusetts ,  near  New  Berne,  N.  (7.,  May  1,  1803. 

LIEUTENANT:  In  compliance  with  orders  from  brigade  headquarters 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  troops 
under  my  command  on  the  expedition  up  the  railroad  on  April  28 : 

On  the  evening  of  April  27,  the  brigade  being  then  at  Core  Creek, 
on  the  railroad,  I  received  orders  from  Colonel  Amory,  commanding  the 
brigade,  to  send  two  companies  of  this  regiment,  under  a  field  officer,  to 
proceed  up  the  railroad  the  next  morning  early  and  endeavor  to  ascer 
tain  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  with  orders,  however,  not  to  drive  in  the 
enemy's  pickets  or  to  engage  in  any  action. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  the  companies  of  Captains  Minot 
and  Tappan  were  placed  under  the  orders  of  Major  Sturgisj  and  that 
officer  was  directed  to  carry  out  the  above  instructions.  The  companies 
left  camp  before  7  o'clock  and  proceeded  upon  their  destination.  At 
the  same  time,  in  compliance  with  orders  from  Colonel  Amory,  Captain 
Bumstead's  company  was  directed  to  proceed  to  the  cross-roads  leading 
to  the  Dover  road,  with  instructions  to  explore  that  road  and  to  commu 
nicate  with  Brigadier-General  Palmer,  whose  column  was  on  the  Dover 
road. 

At  about  12  o'clock  I  received  orders  from  Colonel  Amory  to  proceed 
with  the  rest  of  the  regiment  and  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Vol 
unteers  (Lieutenant-Colonel  Fellows  commanding)  up  the  railroad  to 
overtake  Major  Sttirgis,  and  to  push  on  to  the  cross-roads  nearest  to  the 
junction  of  the  Dover  road  with  the  railroad,  with  discretionary  orders 
to  proceed  to  the  junction.  I  was  instructed  to  intercept  any  parties 
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of  the  enemy  that  might  be  driven  down  this  cross-road  by  General 
Palmer's  column. 

The  troops  immediately  started  upon  the  expedition,  and  upon  reach 
ing  the  cross-roads  I  found  Major  Sturgis  who  reported  the  enemy  in 
some  force  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  junction.  That  officer  had  carried 
out  his  instructions  with  the  most  scrupulous  fidelity,  having  carefully 
concealed  his  force  from  the  enemy,  so  as  to  give  them  no  warning  of 
our  approach,  and  thus  preventing  them  from  receiving  re-enforcements, 
the  presence  of  which  at  a  later  period  of  the  day  might  have  been  em 
barrassing.  As  his  men  were  much  exhausted  I  directed  him  to  leave 
one  company  at  the  point  at  which  I  overtook  him  and  to  order  the 
others  to  follow  the  column  slowly.  The  column  then  proceeded,  driv 
ing  in  the  enemy's  vedettes  and  pickets.  This  duty  was  performed  by 
Company  B,  Forty-fifth  Regiment,  Captain  Churchill,  the  pickets  being 
uniformly  posted  behind  log  barricades  and  uniformly  driven  out  by 
flanking  parties  from  Company  B. 

Upon  arriving  at  the  cross-roads  and  learning  that  General  Palmer's 
column,  under  Colonel  Jones,  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
was  pushing  up  the  Dover  road,  I  determined  to  proceed  to  the  junc 
tion.  Company  F,  Captain  Daland,  was  ordered  to  relieve  Company  B, 
in  the  advance,  and  the  column  then  pushed  forward,  one  company  of 
the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers  being  left  at  the  cross-roads. 
As  we  approached  the  junction  Lieutenant-Colonel  Peabody,  in  charge 
of  the  advance,  sent  me  word  that  there  was  an  earthwork  across  the 
railroad.  I  immediately  ordered  a  halt  and  determined  to  make  no  at 
tack  until  Colonel  Jones  arrived,  not  knowing  what  might  be  the  wish 
of  the  brigadier-general  commanding.  The  breastwork  had  no  ditch 
in  front,  and  I  inferred  that  the  enemy  had  no  artillery,  as  they  might 
have  used  it  with  effect  before  this  time  if  they  had  had  any  in  position. 
In  a  few  moments  the  enemy  fired  a  volley  from  the  breastwork  upon  the 
advance  of  Colonel  Jones,  which  was  immediately  returned,  and  I  then 
made  dispositions  for  an  attack.  The  breastwork  was  thrown  up  across 
the  track  and  extended  some  distance  to  our  left.  It  also  ran  along  the 
track,  crossing  the  Dover  road.  I  immediately  ordered  Captain  Daland 
to -open  fire  with  his  company,  stationed  on  the  railroad  and  deployed 
as  skirmishers  on  the  right  and  left,  which  was  done  very  vigorously. 
I  then  deployed  the  companies  of  Captains  Wales  and  Etonians  of  the 
Forty-fifth,  and  subsequently  two  companies  of  the  Seventeenth,  as  skir 
mishers  on  the  left  of  the  railroad,  with  orders  to  advance,  firing.  The 
firing  of  these  companies  was  rapid  and  energetic,  and  that  of  the 
enemy,  which  was  sharp  for  a  time,  soon  slackened. 

A  favorable  opportunity  was  then  presented  for  a  charge,  and  as 
night  was  approaching  it  was  necessary  to  decide  the  affair  at  once. 
Company  A,  Captain  Denny,  of  the  Forty-fifth,  having  the  colors  of  the 
regiment,  had  been  held  in  reserve,  and  was  now  ordered  to  fix  bayonets 
and  prepare  to  advance.  It  came  up  gallantly  along  the  railroad  in 
column  of  platoons,  supported  by  a  company  of  the  Seventeenth,  and 
as  it  approached  the  work  the  first  platoon  fired  a  volley,  and  then, 
stooping  down,  the  second  fired  over  the  heads  of  the  first.  The  com 
pany  then  rushed  forward  with  the  bayonet,  the  whole  line  of  skir 
mishers  charging  at  the  same  time,  and  the  colors  of  the  regiment  were 
planted  upon  the  work,  the  enemy  giving  way.  I  then  communicated 
with  Colonel  Jones,  arid  in  accordance  with  orders  the  whole  command 
marched  back  to  camp. 

In  this  affair  the  troops  under  my  command  sustained  a  loss  of  1  man 
killed,  Private  H.  M.  Putney,  of  Company  F,  Forty-fifth  Massachusetts 
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(shot  through  the  head),  and  2  wounded  seriously,  Corpl.  G.  C.  Eich- 
ards,  Company  E  (in  the  thigh),  and  Private  J.  F.  Arties,  Company  K, 
Forty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia  (in  the  cheek).  One  man, 
Corpl.  [William  D.]  Leatherby,  Company  K,  of  the  Forty-fifth,  received 
a  slight  wound  in  the  thigh,  and  Captain  Murdoch,  also  of  the  Forty- 
fifth,  acting  on  the  staff  of  Colonel  Amory,  received  a  contusion  from  a 
glancing  ball.  Four  of  the  enemy's  dead  were  found  behind  the  breast 
work.  The  number  of  his  wounded  cannot  of  course  be  ascertained. 

The  conduct  of  the  troops  throughput  this  affair  was  perfectly  good. 
Where  all  behaved  well  it  would  be  invidious  to  particularize.  I  will 
only  say  that  I  am  much  indebted  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fellows,  com 
manding  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  for  judicious  advice 
and  hearty  support. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  E.  COD-MAN, 

Colonel  Forty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia. 
Lieutenant  PARKINSON, 

A.  A.  A.  Gr.,  First  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  6. 

Reports  of  Col.  J.  Richter  Jones,  Fifty -eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

HDQRS.  FIFTY-EIGHTH  EEOT.  PENNSYLVANIA  VOLS., 

Camp  at  Eatclielder^s  Creek,  N.  C.,  May  1,  1803. 

SIR  :  In  reference  to  the  forward  movement  ordered  on  Tuesday, 
April  28,  with  a  view  to  strike  any  force  of  the  enemy  on  Sandy  Eidge 
and  vicinity  on  the  Dover  road,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I 
marched  at  the  time  designated  by  you,  with  the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsyl 
vania  Volunteers,  the  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  one 
company  of  the  Forty-fourth  Massachusetts,  and  two  companies  of  the 
Third  New  York  Cavalry.  Expecting  to  find,  as  on  all  previous  occa 
sions,  an  enemy  on  Sandy  Eidge,  I  moved  cautiously,  a  line  of  skirmish 
ers  in  the  advance,  composed  of  one  company  of  the  Fifty-eighth  and 
one  company  of  the  Twenty-seventh,  supported  by  two  other  companies 
of  the  same  regiment,  the  cavalry  300  yards  in  rear  of  the  first  line,  the 
main  column  400  yards  farther  to  the  rear. 

Finding  no  enemy  on  the  Eidge,  which  ends  about  5 J  miles  from  Core 
Creek,  I  advanced  beyond,  on  the  road  through  the  pocoson.  That 
road  runs  principally  through  swamps,  with  an  occasional  oasis  of  dry 
ground,  and,  being  chiefly  covered  with  water  or  very  wet  mud,  is  heavy 
and  difficult.  It  was  thus  late  before  we  emerged  on  the  drier  country 
toward  the  railroad  crossing.  When  approacliing  that  point,  on  the 
supposition  that  the  column  which  you  had  ordered  to  move  on  the 
railroad  some  two  hours  earlier  than  I  started  must  be  already  in  posi 
tion  at  the  crossing,  I  allowed  my  main  column  to  halt  and  rest,  and 
proceeded  with  my  advanced  line  and  the  cavalry.  When  less  than 
100  yards  from  the  crossing  a  sharp  fire,  converging  on  the  Dover  road, 
was  opened  from  beyond  the  railroad.  My  advanced  line  immediately 
took  cover  and  began  to  return  the  fire ;  but,  supposing  our  friends 
necessarily  at  the  crossing  and  that  it  must  be  them  firiiig  under  mis 
apprehension,  I  ordered  all  whom  my  voice  could  reach  to  cease  tiring, 
and  also  ordered  the  guidon  of  the  cavalry  to  be  brought  forward  and 
waved,  so  as  to  manifest  our  true  character  beyond  mistake.  The  volley 
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with  which  the  guidon  was  saluted  manifested  clearly  the  true  character 
of  the  fire  on  us,  and  I  immediately  deployed  my  two  reserve  companies 
on  the  flanks  of  the  two  already  in  line;  sent  hastily  for  my  main  col 
umn,  and  directed  Captain  Pond,  who  volunteered  to  act  as  aide,  to 
ascertain  the.  whereabouts  of  our  railroad  column ;  at  the  same  time 
I  endeavored  personally  to  detect  the  position  of  the  enemy  and  the 
character  of  his  defense.  Scarcely  a  man  was  visible,  but  his  fire  in 
front  came  from  beyond  the  railroad,  while  his  wings  were  advanced 
under  cover  of  woods  and  brush,  the  ground  in  his  front  being  entirely 
open  or  affording  very  imperfect  shelter.  As  soon  as  my  main  body 
approached  I  detached  three  companies  to  deploy  as  skirmishers  and 
move  by  a  flank  on  the  right  of  the  enemy's  line  of  fire  so  as  to  enfilade 
it,  and  then  to  sweep  at  right  angles  to  the  rear  and  along  his  line. 

Just  as  this  movement  commenced,  and  while  I  was  detaching  three 
other  companies  to  move  around  his  left,  a  brisk  fire  was  opened  from  a 
direction  which  1  felt  sure  must  come  from  our  railroad  friends,  which 
Captain  Pond,  who  just  then  returned,  placed  beyond  doubt.  They 
were  advancing  at  right  angles  with  the  enemy's  line,  who,  being  at  the 
same  time  pressed  in  front  by  the  companies  of  the  Fifty-eighth  and 
Twenty-seventh,  soon  gave  way  and  retired  in  disorder.  The  true  char 
acter  of  the  enemy's  position  and  defenses  now  appeared.  We  found  sev 
eral  hundred  feet  of  rifle-pit  breastworks  on  the  rear  of  and  parallel  with 
the  railroad,  but  entirely  concealed  by  low  bushes  and  brush,  without 
flank  faces,  however,  though  flanked  by  bushes  and  woods.  This  way 
a  kind  of  outwork,  about  75  yards  to  the  rear,  is  the  principal  defense, 
a  heavy  earthwork  of  500  or  000  feet  front  and  embrasure  looking  down 
the  Dover  road,  flank  faces,  and  altogether  a  strong  fortification,  espe 
cially  as  a  swamp  on  the  right,  at  short  musketry  range  with  open, 
ground  between,  renders  a  flank  movement  difficult.  Considering  the 
character  of  the  enemy's  works  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  why  they  aban 
doned  them  on  so  feeble  a  defense,  especially  as  they  seemed  fully 
manned  with  additional  men  advanced  on  the  flanks  of  the  outer  line. 
It  is  equally  astonishing  that  our  loss  in  carrying  those  works  could  be 
so  small,  being  1  killed  and  1  wounded  of  the  companies  of  the  Fifty- 
eighth  and  none  injured  of  the  Twenty-seventh ;  1  killed  and  3  wounded 
of  the  line  which  advanced  on  the  flank.  The  four  companies  in  front, 
however,  fought  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  took  advantage  of  what 
ever  cover  the  ground  afforded.  As  to  the  enemy's  loss,  4  were  reported 
to  me  as  dead  on  the  ground,  1  as  mortally  wrounded — since  died,  I 
understand — and  1  wounded  was  brought  a  prisoner  with  us,  the  other 
wounded  having  been  carried  oft'  by  themselves. 

In  this  affair  the  men  behaved  remarkably  well.  Those  of  the  Fifty- 
eighth  and  Twenty  seventh  I  can  speak  of  on  personal  knowledge;  the 
others  on  information  1  received  on  the  ground. 

The  number  of  the  enemy  I  have  no  means  of  estimating,  except  from 
their  fire,  which  wras  that  of  four  or  five  companies.  The  people  of  the 
neighborhood  said  there  was  a  regiment  there,  but  I  doubt  it.  They 
also  stated  that  there  was  a  brigade,  with  a  battery,  at  Wise's  Forks,  2 
miles  in  the  rear,  which  may  be  true. 

Having  destroyed  the  enemy's  camp  and  effected  the  object  of  the  ex 
pedition,  I  returned  leisurely  by  the  Dover  road  to  our  bivouac  behind 
Core  Creek. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KICHTER  JONES, 
Colonel  Fifty-eighth,  Regiment, 

Captain  JUDSON,  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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HDQRS.  FIFTY-EIGHTH  EEGT.  PENNSYLVANIA  VOLS., 

Camp  at  Batclielder's  Creek,  N.  C.,  May  1,  1863. 

SIR  :  In  reference  to  the  reconnaissance  ordered  by  General  Palmer 
yesterday  on  the  Neuse  road  in  front  of  Core  Creek  I  have  the  honor  to 
report : 

I  proceeded  with  Companies  —  and  G,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  com 
manded  by  Captain  Pond,  in  the  aggregate  about  90  men,  toward  the 
Neuse,  making  a  long  detour  in  order  to  get  into  the  rear  of  and  sur 
prise  the  cavalry  picket  at  Biddle's,  about  G  miles  beyond  Core  Creek. 
The  picket  was  not  there,  having  been  withdrawn  on  Tuesday  evening 
on  the  news  of  the  fight  on  the  Dover  road.  Being  unsuccessful  in  this 
collateral  affair,  I  moved  forward  on  the  ]STeuse  road  toward  Moseley's 
Creek.  According  to  the  information  obtained  at  Biddle's  there  was  a 
brigade  of  infantry,  with  artillery,  at  Moseley's  Creek,  but  as  I  advanced 
the  number  reported  continually  decreased  until,  about  a  mile  this  side, 
I  was  told  that  the  enemy  had  retired  entirely  after  the  fight  of  Tues 
day.  Advancing  cautiously,  with  part  of  the  cavalry  dismounted  and 
deployed  as  skirmishers,  1  verified  the  report  and  found  the  position 
abandoned.  The  position  at  Moseley's  Creek  is  naturally  strong,  there 
being  two  branches  of  the  creek,  about  50  yards  apart,  and  the  works 
which  I  found  there  are  two  lines  of  breastworks,  one  behind  each 
branch.  The  first  line,  about  400  feet  long,  is  in  part  a  heavy  earth 
work  with  an  embrasure,  covering  the  road,  but  principally  a  lighter 
work,  good  only  against  musketry,  but  with  a  deep  rifle-pit  in  the  rear; 
it  has  also  flanking  and  enfilading  faces.  The  second  work  is  much 
heavier  5  has  two  embrasures ;  more  flanking  fire ;  broad  and  deeper 
water  in  front,  and  is  altogether  a  formidable  defense.  In  the  rear  of 
the  works  I  found  three  separate  camps,  which  I  burned  and  destroyed. 
From  the  information  I  received  it  seems  that  the  enemy  (a  brigade  of 
infantry  without  artillery)  retired  precipitately  on  Wednesday  evening. 
As  my  arrangements  to  return  the  same  day  did  not  allow  me  to  follow 
the  fugitives,  I  was  obliged  to  rest  satisfied  with  the  reports  of  the  people 
in  the  neighborhood  that  there  were  no  regular  posts  of  the  enemy 
short  of  Kinston,  and  that  Kinston  itself  was  7  or  8  miles  distant. 
From  the  trepidation  everywhere  apparent  I  have  no  doubt  of  my  hav 
ing  been  able  to  advance  within  sight  of  that  place  without  opposition, 
and  I  would  have  done  so  if  other  circumstances  had  allowed.  On  my 
route  the  inhabitants  expressed  their  opinion  freely  that  the  Southern 
troops  had  abandoned  them,  and  generally  they  asked  me  for  written 
protection. 

Having  accomplished  fully  the  object  of  the  reconnaissance  I  re 
turned  and  reached  the  bivouac,  behind  Core  Creek,  about  9  p.  m. 

The  cavalry  are  entitled  to  great  praise  for  this  arduous  march  of  36 
miles  through  a  country  supposed  to  be  filled  with  enemies  and  afford 
ing  continual  opportunities  for  ambuscade,  and  with  the  prospect  of 
ultimately  confronting  a  brigade.  They  did  their  duty  unflinchingly, 
and  the  admirable  arrangements  made  by  Captain  Pond  prevented  the 
scattered  guerrillas  whom  we  saw  occasionally  from  using  the  advan 
tages  of  the  swamps  and  thickets  against  us. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KICHTEK  JONES, 

Colonel  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 
Captain  JUDSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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MAY  12-26,  1863.  —  Operations  on  the  Seaboard  and  Roanpke  Railroad,  Va., 
and  skirmishes  (15th  and  16th)  near  Carrsville. 


No.  1.  —  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  Department  of  Virginia. 
No.  2.  —  Maj.  Gen.  John  J.  Peck,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Suffolk. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  Depart 

ment  of  Virginia. 

FORT  MONROE,  May  16,  1863  —  1  p.  m. 

Colonel  Foster  is  covering  our  work,  which  is  in  good  progress  on  the 
railroad  near  Carrsville.  He  has  been  engaged  with  the  enemy  more 
or  less.  For  two  days  a  lively  artillery  fire  has  been  kept  up  on  our 
workmen.  Yesterday  the  enemy  advanced  within  canister  range,  but 
was  driven  back  with  considerable  loss.  On  our  side  a  caisson  was 
riddled,  a  horse  killed,  and  9  men  wounded. 

The  iron  is  arriving  in  Norfolk.  When  we  get  on  the  other  road  we 
shall  probably  have  some  sharp  fighting. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


[Addenda.] 

Extract  from  "  Record  of  Events77  of  Seventh  Army  Corps.* 

May  12. — Forces  under  Col.  E.  S.  Foster  went  to  Carrsville  to  cover 
working  parties  employed  in  taking  up  the  rails  on  the  railroad  between 
Suffolk  and  the  Blackwater. 

May  16. — Surgeon  Hand,  medical  director,  and  Captain  Stevenson 
captured  by  the  guerrillas  getting  in  rear  of  the  troops. 

******* 

May  26. — The  expedition  commenced  returning  to  their  camp,  the  ob 
ject  of  their  mission  being  entirely  accomplished ;  36  miles  of  railroad 
were  secured. 


No.  2. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  J.  Peck,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Suffolk. 

MAY  15, 1863. 

Colonel  Foster  reports  good  progress  up  to  daylight.  The  enemy 
fired  about  sixty  shot  and  shell  down  the  railway  between  5  and  7  p.  m. ; 
no  material  damage.  An  attempt  on  his  picket  line  failed. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 
Major-General  Dix. 

*  From  Eeturn  for  the  month  of  May,  1863. 
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MAY  16,  1863. 

The  work  oil  the  road  has  proceeded  slowly  from  the  damage  done 
by  the  rebels ;  besides,  Colonel  Foster's  troops  have  been  engaged  more 
or  less  for  two  days.  The  enemy  has  kept  up  a  lively  artillery  fire  on 
the  track  most  of  the  time.  Yesterday  they  advanced  upon  his  position 
within  canister  range,  not  suspecting  his  amount  of  artillery,  and  were 
driven  back  with  much  loss.  One  of  Davis7  caissons  is  riddled  with  bul 
lets;  1  horse  killed,  9  slightly  wounded.  Our  loss  is  very  slight.  Have 
deemed  it  best  to  press  the  work,  making  that  the  object  rather  than 
engaging  the  enemy  at  that  distance.  Colonel  Foster  has  managed  thus 
far  with  great  judgment. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix. 

MAY  18, 1863. 

In  the  skirmish  of  Saturday  General  Jenkins7  loss  was  17  killed  and 
about  30  or  40  wounded ;  ours  none,  or  very  slight. 

JOHN  J.  PECK 

Major-  General. 
General  Dix. 


MAY  15,  1863.  —  Capture  of  the  Steamers  Emily  and  Arrow. 


No.  1.  —  Capt.  Francis  E.  Porter,  Eighth  Massachusetts  Infantry. 
No.  2.  —  Capt.  W.  Dewees  Roberts,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Capt.  Francis  E.  Porter,  Eighth  Massachusetts  Infantry. 

GEIOIRAL  :  I  have  just  learned  that  the  steamers  Emily  and  Arrow 
were  captured  by  guerrillas,  at  Currituck  Canal,  on  Friday. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

F.  E.  POETEE, 
Captain,  Commanding  Post. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  WESSELLS. 

[Indorsement.] 

DISTRICT  OF  ALBEMARLE, 
Plymouth,  N.  0.,  May  17,  1863—7  p.  in. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina. 
Two  gunboats  from  Captain  Flusser's  squadron  will  start  in  two 
hours  for  Eoanoke  and  Currituck,  using  the  North  Shore  as  a  tender. 
One  hundred  and  fifty  infantry  will  embark  in  the  boats,  to  attempt 
the  recapture  or  destruction  of  the  Arrow  and  Emily.  I  am  not  in  pos 
session  of  the  details.  The  gunboats  are  the  Commodore  Perry  and 
Valley  City. 

H.  W.  WESSELLS, 
Brigadier  -General  Volunteers,  Commanding. 
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No.  2. 
Report  of  Capt.  W.  Deicccs  Roberts,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

OAMDEN  COURT-HOUSE  AND  SIIILOH,  N.  0., 

May  17,  1863. 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  from  the 
expedition  sent  out  yesterday  afternoon  to  intercept  the  party  supposed 
to  have  captured  the  Emily  and  Arrow. 

The  Pasquotank  Guerrillas  crossed  the  Pasquotank  Biver  about  5  miles 
below  Elizabeth  City  on  Friday  morning,  the  15th  instant.  About  4 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  they  captured  one  of  the  above-named  boats  in 
Currituck  Canal,  and  with  her  pushed  out  into  North  Biver,  where  they 
captured  the  other  boat,  taking  her  crew  prisoners.  They  then  landed 
their  prisoners,  and,  under  a  sufficient  guard,  appear  to  have  taken  them 
across  the  lower  end  of  Cam  den  County  to  near  Shiloh  and  from  thence 
across  the  Pasquotank  Biver  to  Elizabeth  City,  where  they  arrived  on 
the  morning  of  the  16th  instant  (yesterday).  Hearing  of  a  Federal  force 
in  the  vicinity,  under  Lieutenant  Titus,  they  again  went  down  the  river 
and  landed  oil  the  south  side  of  the  Pasquotank.  The  captured  boats 
seem  to  have  been  taken  down  the  Albemarle  Sound  and  up  the  Clio  wan 
Biver.  The  rebel  crew  declared  their  intention  of  so  doing,  but  if  over 
taken  by  our  forces  they  would  then  destroy  the  boats. 

The  party  capturing  these  boats  seem  to  have  been  about  40  of  the 
Pasquotank  Guerrillas,  Captain  Elliott  commanding,  and  were  guided 
by  Captain  Sanderlin,  of  the  Camden  Guerrillas.  None  of  the  Camden 
company,  except  the  captain,  were  engaged  in  the  capture. 

I  have  received  this  information  from  several  persons  living  in  the 
vicinity  of  Currituck  Bridge,  and  the  statements  of  all  being  the  same 
I  deem  it  entirely  reliable. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  DEWEES  BOBEBTS, 
Captain,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

Maj.  F.  A.  STRATTON, 

Commanding  at  South  Mills,  N.  C. 

[Indorsements.  ] 

HEADQUARTERS,  South  Mills,  N.  C.,  May  17, 1863. 
Bespectfully  forwarded  to  Brigadier-General  Viele. 
Captain  Boberts  was  sent  with  one  company  of  cavalry  and  a  howit 
zer  to  intercept  the  captors  of  the  Emily  and  Arrow  immediately  upon 
the  receipt  of  General  Yiele's  dispatch  on  yesterday,  but  the  notice  was 
not  soon  enough  to  enable  my  party  to  intercept  the  rebels.     Lieutenant 
Titus  and  one  company  was  also  out  in  the  vicinity  of  Elizabeth  City, 
where  the  rebels  landed,  but  hearing  of  his  presence  there  they  re-em 
barked  and  escaped,  probably  through  the  Sound. 

FBANKL1N  A.  STBATTON, 
Major,  IWi  Pa.  Cav.,  Comdg.  Detachment  at  South  Mills,  JV.  G. 

HEADQUARTERS,  Norfolk,  Va.,  May  18,  1863. 

Bespectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  major-general  com 
manding  the  department. 

I  sent  a  dispatch  to  Major  Stratton,  at  South  Mills,  as  soon  as  I  learned 
that  the  Emily  and  Arrow  had  been  captured. 

EGBEBT  L.  VIELE, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
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MAY  15, 1863.— Expedition  from  West  Point  to  Robinson's  Plantation,  King 

and  Queen  County,  Va. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  George  II.  Gordon,  U.  8.  Army. 

HEADQUARTERS  UNITED  STATES  FORCES, 

West  Point,  Va.,  May  10,  1863. 

GENERAL  :  Last  night  I  sent  out  a  small  expedition  to  capture  if  pos 
sible — if  not,  destroy —  nany  hundred  bushels  of  grain  which  a  negro 
reported  to  be  in  a  barn.  Kunning  up  the  left  bank  of  the  York  Eiver, 
about  2  miles  below  the  mouth  of  the  Mattapony,  Captain  Babcock,  of 
the  gunboat  Morse,  carried  my  infantry  to  its  destination  and  co-oper 
ated  with  his  men  and  boats.  The  grain  was  found  stored  in  a  large 
granary  ;  it  was  in  bulk.  The  distance  inland  was  about  1  mile.  It  was 
found  impossible  to  carry  the  grain  away ;  therefore  the  building,  with 
its  contents,  was  destroyed.  Captain  Motley,  of  my  staff,  who  accom 
panied  the  expedition,  estimates  the  amount  of  grain  destroyed  at  over 
000  bushels.  The  barn  was  very  large  and  a  very  fine  one,  securely 
locked  and  barred.  The  negro,  who  proved  a  faithful  guide,  says  the 
proprietor,  Mr.  Robinson,  has  been  in  the  habit  of  shipping  grain  to 
Richmond;  that  he  sent  a  schooner  load  just  before  my  arrival. 

I  am  satisfied  that  the  occupation  of  this  Point  by  our  forces  and  the 
river  by  the  gunboats  will  compel  rebels  to  resort  to  land  travel,  if  that 
be  possible,  to  transport  the  large  amounts  of  grain  now  on  the  river 
bank  awaiting  transportation  to  Richmond. 

The  company  of  infantry  1  sent  out  was  Captain  Wheeler's,  of  the  One 
hundred  and  forty-second  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers,  Colonel 
Curtis. 

I  am  indebted  to  Captain  Babcock,  of  the  Morse,  for  information  that 
led  to  the  capture  of  this  grain. 

I  am,  general,  very  truty,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  U.  GORDON, 
Brigadier- General,  Comdg.  U.  S.  Forces,  West  Point,  Va. 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va. 


MAY  15-28,  1863. — Operations  on  the  Norfolk  and  Petersburg  Railroad  and 
skirmishes  (17th)  near  Providence  Church  and  (23d)  at  Antioch  Church 
and  Barber's  Cross-Roads,  Va. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  Department  of  Virginia. 
No.  2. — Maj.  Gen.  John  J.  Peck,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Suffolk. 
No.  3. — Itinerary  of  the  Reserve  Brigade,  Department  of  Virginia,  Brig.  Gen.  Isaac  J. 
Wistar,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  May  15-28. 

IST0.    1. 

Report  of  Moj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  Depart 
ment  of  Virginia. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  May  24, 18G3. 

The  enemy,  with  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  two  field  pieces,  at 
tacked  a  detachment  of  our  forces  under  General  Dodge,  on  the  Peters- 
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burg  Bailroad,  5  miles  this  side  of  Zuiii,  yesterday,  and  was  promptly 
and  handsomely  repulsed.  The  rails  we  are  removing  are  very  heavy, 
but  they  will  all  be  at  Suffolk  by  Thursday. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


No.  2. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  J.  Pecl^  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  at  Suffolk. 

MAY  17, 1863. 

General  Dodge  does  not  think  there  is  any  large  force  about  Smith- 
field.  Major  Patton  had  taken  5  men  and  6  horses ;  when  returning,  his 
rear  guard  was  surprised  and  driven  on  the  command,  and  in  the  fight 
a  bridge  broke,  letting  down  about  12  of  his  party,  making  confusion. 
The  prisoners  escaped. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 
Maj  or- General  Dix. 

MAY  18,  1863. 

General  Dodge  went  out  with  all  the  force  of  cavalry,  about  140,  to 
Smithfield.  On  the  return  of  the  party,  Major  Patton  was  attacked  by 
about  300  in  a  swamp  and  had  a  heroic  fight.  He  was  wounded  in 
three  places  and  his  horse  wounded  several  times.  His  men  did  well. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 
General    Dix. 

MAY  18, 1863. 

I  sent  General  Dodge  to  Scott's  Mill  and  he  made  a  very  bold  recon 
naissance  with  only  about  140  men.  It  was  on  the  return  that  the  at 
tack  was  made  on  the  Cypress  Mill  road,  3  miles  from  Providence 
Church — not  on  our  maps.  Major  Patton  fought  well.  His  move  was 
signaled  and  they  were  ready  for  him. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 
General  Dix. 

"4  T!     — 

MAY  20, 1863. 

Major  Stratton  reports  the  affair  at  Newby's  Bridge  as  highly  credit 
able  on  the  part  of  Lieutenant  Titus  and  his  small  detachment.  Lieu 
tenant  Beatty,  so  severely  wounded  and  left,  has  been  brought  in  and  is 
doing  well.  They  had  5  killed  and  a  number  wounded,  while  our  loss 
was  4  wounded. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 
Major-Geueral  Dix. 
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MAY  24,  1863. 

At  the  same  moment  of  attacking  the  advance  at  Antioch  Church  a 
demonstration  was  made  at  Barber's  Cross-Koads,  where  a  regiment 
is  watching  the  approaches  centering  there.  Both  failed,  and  the  en 
emy  was  repulsed  with  considerable  loss.  At  the  church  we  lost  1  cap 
tured  and  3  wounded,  and  captured  a  few  prisoners. 
Every  rail  beyond  Windsor  is  removed. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 
Major- General  Dix. 


No.  3. 

Itinerary  of  the  Reserve  Brigade,  Department  of  Virginia,  Brig.  Gen.  Isaac 
J.  Wistar,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding,  Hay  15-28.* 

May  15. — By  direction  of  Major-Gencral  Peck,  Colonel  Wardrop  was 
sent,  with  the  Ninety-ninth  New  York  Volunteers  and  Nineteenth  Wis 
consin  Volunteers,  to  assist  in  protecting  working  parties  engaged  in 
tearing  up  the  tracks  of  the  railroad  between  Suffolk  and  the  Black- 
water. 

May  20. — The  Ninth  Vermont  Volunteers  and  the  One  hundred  and 
eighteenth  New  York  Volunteers  were  sent,  by  order  of  Major-General 
Peck,  on  the  same  duty,  under  the  command  of  B  rigadier-General  Dodge. 

May  20. — The  Nineteenth  Wisconsin  Volunteers  returned,  and  May  27 
the  other  regiments ;  but  the  Ninety-ninth  New  York  Volunteers  were 
ordered  out  again  immediately. 

May  28. — The  Ninety-ninth  New  York  Volunteers  returned  to  camp. 


MAY   19-22,    1863. — Expedition   from  Gloucester  Point   into   Matthews 

County,  Va. 

REIPOR/TS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  fren.  Erasmus  D.  Keyes,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fourth  Army  Corps. 
No.  2.— Col.  Judson  Kilpatrick,  Second  New  York  Cavalry,  commanding  Cavalry 

Brigade. 
No.  3.— Lieut.  James  H.  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Erasmus  D.  Keyes,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fourth 

Army  Corps. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  CORPS, 

Fort  Torktown,  Va.,  May  23,  18G3. 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  combined  expedition  left 
Gloucester  Point  on  the  night  of  the  19th  instant  and  returned  yester 
day  morning  under  the  following  instructions  : 

A  combined  expedition  will  set  out  to-night  for  Matthews  County.  The  cavalry 
and  a  section  of  artillery,  supported  by  200  infantry,  to  leave  Gloucester  Point  at  10 

*  From  Return  for  May,  1863, 
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a.  m.,  will  bo  under  the  immediate  orders  of  Col.  J.  Kilpatrick,  commanding  cavalry 
brigade.  The  gunboats  and  ferry-boat,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Com 
mander  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy,  will  have  on  board  200  infantry  subject  to  the  orders  of 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  C.  Suydam,  of  my  staff.  A  small  supply  of  intrenching  tools  will  be 
on  board,  with  some  extra  ammunition  for  the  iield  artillery.  The  infantry  will  carry 
100  rounds  of  ammunition  per  man,  and  all  the  troops  will  have  two  days'  cooked 
rations. 

Colonel  Kilpatrick  will  consult  with  Lieutenant-Commander  Gillis  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Suydam  in  regard  to  the  movement  necessary  to  insure  prompt  and  effective 
co-operation.  Besides  inflicting  as  much  injury  as  possible  on  armed  enemies  the 
detachments  of  the  expedition  will  capture  and  bring  in  all  animals  and  supplies 
needful  to  our  troops  that  may  bo  found,  but  will  not  wantonly  burn  or  pillage 
anywhere. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 
Major- General,  Commanding  Fourth  Army  Corps. 

The  cavalry  was  from  the  New  York  Harris  Light  and  Twelfth  Illi 
nois.  The  artillery  was  commanded  by  Captain  Mink,  of  the  First  New 
York  Volunteer  Artillery,  and  the  two  battalions  of  infantry  were  from 
the  One  hundred  and  Sixty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Drafted  Militia  and  the 
Fourth  Delaware,  commanded,  respectively,  by  Majors  Smyth  and  La 
Motte. 

The  expedition  was  conducted  with  spirit  by  the  officers,  and  the  men 
behaved  well.  Only  some  straggling  parties  of  the  enemy  were  seen. 
One  guerrilla  was  killed  and  2  of  our  men  were  wounded.  About  300 
horses  and  mules  were  captured,  besides  about  150  head  of  horned  cattle 
and  the  same  number  of  sheep.  A  small  amount  of  grain  was  brought 
in,  and  a  large  amount  of  grain  and  forage  collected  for  the  rebel  Gov 
ernment  was  destroyed.  Five  mills  stored  with  grain  and  flour  were 
burned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  KEYES, 
Major -General,  Commanding  Fourth  Army  Corps. 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia. 


No.  2. 

• 

Report  of  Col.  Judson.  Kilpatriclc,  Second  New  York  Cavalry,  commanding 

Cavalry  Brigade. 

HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  BRIGADE, 

Fort  Yorlctown,  Va.,  May  22,  18G3. 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  entire  success  of  the  expe 
dition  under  my  command  sent  out  by  you  on  the  morning  of  the  20th 
instant- 
Heft  Gloucester  Point  at  1  a.  m.;  reached  Gloucester  Court-House 
at  daylight;  passed  down  into  Matthews  County,  and  communicated 
with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Suydam,  in  command  of  the  forces  sent  by 
water,  at  9  a.  m.,  at  the  head  of  North  River. 

Having  posted  pickets  across  the  neck  from  North  Eiver  to  Pianka- 
tank,  I  proceeded  to  Matthews  Court-House  without  opposition,  and 
again  communicated  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Suydam.  I  returned  to 
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Gloucester  Court-House  on  the  evening  of  the  21st,  having  scouted  the 
whole  of  Matthews  and  a  portion  of  Gloucester  Counties,  finding  only 
straggling  parties  of  the  enemy. 

The  entire  expedition  returned  at  8  a.  in.  this  morning,  without  the 
loss  of  a  man.  Two  men  of  the  Second  New  York  were  wounded  by  a 
guerrilla;  the  guerrilla  was  killed.  We  captured  and  brought  with\is 
300  horses  and  mules,  150  head  of  beef  cattle,  and  the  same  of  sheep. 
Large  quantities  of  grain  and  forage  collected  for  the  rebel  Government 
were  destroyed. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  command  deserve  great  credit  for  the 
prompt  and  soldierly  manner  in  which  every  order  was  obeyed  and  duty 
performed. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  KILPATEICK, 
Colonel.  Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Maj.  Gen.  E.  D.  KB  YES, 

Commanding  Fourth  Army  Corps. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Lieut.  James  H.  Gillis,  V.  8.  Navy. 

U.  S.  GUNBOAT  COMMODORE  MORRIS, 

Off  Yorktown,  Va.,  May  22,  1863. 

SIR  :  I  have  to  report  that  at  the  request  of  Major-General  Keyes  I 
have  acted  in  conjunction  with  Brigadier-General  Kilpatrick,  by  cover 
ing  his  operations  in  Matthews  County.  The  object  of  the  expedition 
was  to  mount  all  the  dismounted  men  under  his  command. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  instant  I  took  on  board  100  men  from  the 
Fourth  Delaware  Volunteers,  under  Major  La  Motte,  and  with  the 
Winnisimmet  in  company,  she  having  on  board  100  of  the  same  regi 
ment,  proceeded  to  North  Kiver,  where  we  arrived  at  5.30  a.  m.  I  re 
mained  at  this  place  until  communication  was  had  with  General  Kil 
patrick,  and  in  the  evening  I  went  into  East  Eiver  to  cover  his  opera 
tions  there.  I  remained  at  this  place  until  about  9  o'clock  the  next 
morning  and  then  started  for  the  rendezvous  on  Forth  Eiver.  After  I 
arrived  some  horses  were  brought  on  board  the  Winnisimmet  and  we 
lay  quiet  all  day  waiting  to  hear  from  the  different  squads  that  had 
been  sent  out.  At  6  o'clock,  all  being  ready  for  a  departure,  I  took  on 
board  200  of  the  Fourth  Delaware  and  started  for  Yorktown,  where  I 
arrived  at  12.30  last  night. 

About  250  horses,  150  head  of  cattle,  and  a  large  number  of  sheep 
were  captured  by  the  land  forces  in  their  inarch  across  the  country. 

General  Kilpatrick  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Suyclam,  in  obedience  to 
orders  issued  to  them,  destroyed  all  the  property  which  they  considered 
useful  to  the  rebels. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  GILLIS, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

B.  C.  CHETWOOD, 

Lieut.  Col.  and  Inspector  Genera],  Fourth  Army  Corps. 
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MAY  20-23,  1863. — Demonstration  upon  Kinston,  N.  C.,  and  skirmishes 
(22d)  at  Gum  Swamp  and  (23d)  at  Batchelder's  Creek. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  Department  of  North 

Carolina. 
No.  2. — Col.  J.  Richter  Jones,  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  skirmish  at  Gum 

Swamp. 
No.  3. — Itinerary  of  the  First  Division,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  Brig.  Gen.  Innis 

N.  Palmer  commanding,  May  20-23. 
No.  4. — Col.  George  H.  Peirsou,  Fifth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  commanding  Second 

Brigade. 

No.  5. — Col.  Josiah  Pickett,  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  Infantry. 
No.  6. — Col.  Silas  P.  Richmond,  Third  Massachusetts  Infantry,  Second  Brigade,  Fifth 

Division,  of  operations  May  23. 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  O.  Foster,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  the  Depart 
ment  of  North  Carolina. 

HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  May  22,  1863. 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  finding  the  enemy's  troops 
were  constantly  being  drained  from  this  department  for  Virginia,  and 
finding  that  I  could  safely  make  a  demonstration  toward  Kinston  and 
capture  the  enemy's  picket  regiment,  I  ordered  Col.  J.  Richter  Jones, 
commanding  outpost  (Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers),  to  en 
deavor  to  surround  the  enemy  at  Gum  Swamp,  and,  if  capturing  it,  to 
make  a  demonstration  as  if  attacking  in  force,  carefully  guarding  a  safe 
and  sure  retreat.  I  re-enforced  him  with  four  regiments,  four  pieces  of 
artillery,  and  three  companies  of  cavalry,  and  I  ani  happy  to  say  that 
so  far  the  plan  has  been  successfully  carried  out.  Colonel  Jones  sur 
rounded  the  Fifty-eighth  North  Carolina,  attacking  them  on  four  sides, 
and  succeeded  in  capturing  between  200  and  300  prisoners. 

1  forward  this  meager  account  by  this  opportunity,  and  will  have  the 
honor  to  send  the  further  details  as  soon  as  they  are  ascertained. 

Colonel  Jones  is  some  7  miles  from  Kiuston,  threatening  that  place. 
His  retreat,  should  he  be  forced  to  fall  back,  is  perfectly  secure. 

In  my  previous  letters  I  omitted  to  mention,  owing  to  the  press  of 
business  and  the  fact  that  I  was  just  going  on  a  tour  of  inspection,  a 
very  successful  little  affair  of  four  companies  Third  New  York  Cavalry, 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lewis,  about  the  7th  of  this  month.*  They 
were  ordered  to  make  a  circuit  from  New  Berne  to  the  White  Oak  River 
via  Pollocksville  and  Young's  Cross-Roads  and  return  by  the  way  of 
Newport.  Colonel  Lewis,  learning  where  a  company  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry  were,  which  had  gone  from  Kinston  to  endeavor  to  cut  the  rail 
road  communication  between  this  point  and  Beaufort,  charged  them  and 
succeeded  in  killing  2,  capturing  14,  and  taking  36  horses,  and  without 
the  loss  of  a  man  killed  or  wounded  on  our  side. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major- General,  Co mmanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLE CK, 

General-in-Chief,  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 

*  Reference  probably  to  skirmish  at  Peletier's  Mill,  May  5. 
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HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  June  2,  1863. 

GENERAL  :  Referring  to  my  brief  report  of  May  22, 1  have  the  honor 
to  report  that,  learning  from  Col.  J.  Eichter  Jones,  commanding  outpost, 
that  he  deemed  it  possible  to  capture  the  enemy's  outpost  regiments  at 
Gum  Swamp,  8  miles  from  Kinston,  I  ordered  Colonel  Lee's  brigade,  con 
sisting  of  the  Fifth,  Twenty-fifth,  Twenty-seventh,  and  Forty-sixth 
Massachusetts  Regiments,  three  pieces  of  Riggs'  battery,  and  a  bat 
talion  of  cavalry,  to  report  to  him. 

Colonel  Jones  ordered  the  Fifth,  Twenty-fifth,  and  Forty-sixth,  with 
the  artillery  and  cavalry,  under  command  of  Colonel  Peirson,  Fifth 
Massachusetts,  to  advance  up  the  railroad  and  Dover  roads  to  attack 
the  enemy's  works  in  the  front,  while  the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  and  the  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  under 
the  immediate  command  of  Colonel  Jones,  took  a  path  through  the 
swamp  to  reach  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  position. 

The  main  column,  under  Colonel  Peirson,  met  the  enemy's  pickets  at 
daylight  of  the  22d,  and,  driving  them  in,  commenced  an  attack  on  the 
front.  Colonel  Jones,  with  his  command,  owing  to  the  character  of  the 
road  they  had  taken  (the  men  having  to  go  by  single  file),  did  not  arrive 
at  the  desired  place  until  9  a.  m.  On  arriving  in  rear  of  the  enemy's 
position  Colonel  Jones  deployed  such  portions  of  his  command  as  could 
be  used  to  advantage,  opened  fire,  and  advanced.  The  enemy  fired  a 
few  desultory  volleys,  then  broke  and  fled  in  great  confusion,  taking  to 
the  swamps,  and  escaping  by  paths  known  only  to  themselves.  On 
hearing  the  firing  of  Colonel  Jones'  command  Colonel  Peirson  advanced 
his  command  and  entered  the  works  in  front.  After  securing  the  pris 
oners  (165)  and  spoils,  demolishing  the  enemy's  works  and  resting  his 
men,  Colonel  Jones  made  a  demonstration  and  show  of  advance  on  Kin 
ston.  At  dusk  the  same  evening  his  pickets  were  driven  in  and  he 
found  himself  attacked  by  the  enemy  in  force  and  with  artillery.  He, 
in  obedience  to  orders,  at  once  retired,  followed  by  the  enemy,  and 
reached  our  outpost  line  without  loss.  Colonel  Lee's  brigade  was  put 
on  cars  in  waiting  and  returned  to  their  camps, 

The  enemy,  mortified  at  the  success  of  Colonel  Jones,  and  being 
strongly  re-enforced  from  Goldsborough,  attacked  our  outpost  line  on 
the  p.  m.  of  the  23d.  I  sent  out  a  supporting  force  to  Colonel  Jones  and 
the  enemy  were  repulsed  at  every  point,  but  with  great  loss  to  us  and 
the  service  in  the  death  of  Colonel  Jones,  who  was  shot  through  the 
heart  as  he  was  leading  on  two  companies  of  his  regiment  to  dislodge  the 
enemy  from  a  position  he  had  taken  up.  By  the  death  of  Colonel  Jones 
a  most  brave,  zealous,  and  able  officer  has  been  lost  to  the  service  and 
to  this  department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  list  of  casualties  and  a  list  of  prisoners 
and  articles  captured. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief,  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Inclosure.] 

Killed 2 

Wounded 5 

Missing 1 

Total..  8 
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Prisoners 165 

Horses 28 

Ambulances  and  teams 3 

Baggage  wagons 2 

Muskets  and  equipments  - 80 

12-poundcr  howitzer  with  limber 1 

Rounds  of  ammunition 11,000 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Col.  J.  Eicliter  Jones,  Fifty '-eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of 
skirmish  at  Gum  Swamp. 

CAMP  AT  GUM  SWAMP,  EIGHT  MILES  FROM  KINSTON, 

May  22,  18G3— 12  in. 

SIR  :  I  Lave  the  honor  to  report  that  my  attempt  to  cut  off  the  en 
emy's  troops  at  Gum  Swamp  has  partially  succeeded. 

I  made  the  detour  successfully  with  the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania 
and  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts,  and  attacked  the  enemy  in  the  rear  5 
but,  owing  to  my  defective  knowledge  of  the  ground,  he  was  able  to  de 
fend  himself  some  time  under  cover  of  a  swamp,  and  when  finally  broken 
his  men  mostly  escaped. 

However,  we  captured  165  prisoners,  and  almost  took  General  Ran 
som  himself,  who  was  accidentally  at  the  post.  The  enemy's  regiments 
engaged  were  the  Fifty-sixth  North  Carolina  and  Twenty-fifth  North 
Carolina,  and  on  our  part  the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  and  Twenty- 
seventh  Massachusetts.  Our  loss  is  small — 2  wounded,  of  the  Fifty- 
eighth.  Of  the  enemy,  I  have  6  wounded  reported  to  me. 

Our  [I]  propose  reconnoitering  Wise's  Cross-Roads  this  afternoon, 
and  to-morrow  returning  to  our  old  lines.  A  particular  report  here 
after. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  RICHTER  JONES, 

Commanding  Outposts. 
Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  3. 

Itinerary  of  the  First  Division,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  Brig.  Gen.  Innis 
N.  Palmer  commanding,  May  20-23.* 

May  20.— The  Twenty -fifth  and  Forty-sixth  Regiments,  of  the  Second 
Brigade,  which  were  commanded  by  Colonel  Peirson,  of  the  Fifth  Mas 
sachusetts  Volunteer  Militia,  in  accordance  with  orders  from  Headquar 
ters  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  moved  at  midnight  to  Batchelder's  Creek, 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  detachment  reporting  to  Col.  J.  R.  Jones, 
of  the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania,  commanding  outpost. 

May  21. — The  remainder  of  the  Second  Brigade  (accompanied  by  Lieu 
tenant  Horton,  acting  commissary  of  musters,  and  Lieutenant  Allen, 
aide-de-camp  on  the  division  staff),  consisting  of  the  Twenty -seventh 

*  From  Return  for  May,  18G3., 
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Massachusetts  Volunteers  and  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteer 
Militia,  was  transported  by  railroad  to  White's  house,  about  1  mile  from 
Core  Creek,  where  they  were  afterward  joined  by  the  remainder  of  the 
brigade  and  the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania,  with  some  cavalry  and  ar 
tillery.  At  dusk  the  Twenty-seventh  was  sent,  with  the  Fifty-eighth 
Pennsylvania,  both  under  the  immediate  command  of  Colonel  Jones,  of 
the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania,  by  an  unfrequented  path  to  the  rear  of 
the  enemy's  outpost,  at  Gum  Swamp,  some  8  miles  from  Kinston,  X.  C. 
At  midnight  the  remainder  of  the  column  moved  up  the  Dover  road  (to 
which  they  had  previously  marched  from  the  railroad)  to  attack  the 
enemy  in  front. 

May  22. — At  daybreak  the  advance  of  the  United  States  troops  on  the 
Dover  road  encountered  the  enemy's  pickets  and  drove  them  in.  The 
main  body  then  came  up  and  annoyed  the  enemy  with  desultory  skir 
mish  tiring  until  about  10  a.  m.,  when  Colonel  Jones  (who  had  succeeded 
in  reaching  the  enemy's  rear)  made  a  dash  upon  their  position,  and,  in 
conjunction  with  the  troops  in  front,  succeeded  in  capturing  105  prison 
ers.  Our  column  now  slowly  retired,  closely  followed  by  the  enemy  with 
cavalry  and  artillery.  He  shelled  our  rear  for  some  time,  but  without 
effect,  and  about  9  p.  m.  our  troops  bivouacked  behind  Core  Creek. 

May  23. — At  daylight  our  pickets  were  attacked,  but  the  enemy's  ad 
vance  was  driven  back  by  a  few  well-directed  shell.  A  move  was  then 
made  toward  the  railroad,  but  it  was  soon  discovered  that  the  enemy 
had  crossed  Core  Creek,  on  the  line  of  the  railroad,  and  were  reoccu- 
pying  in  force.  Accordingly  Colonel  Jones,  wishing  to  avoid  another 
action,  made  his  way  through  a  dense  swamp,  striking  the  railroad 
several  miles  below  White's  house,  and,  taking  the  cars  awaiting  there, 
returned  to  New  Berne  about  5  p.  m.  The  prisoners  on  their  arrival 
were  paroled  by  the  following  staff  officers  of  this  division :  Captain 
Judson,  assistant  adj  ut ant- general  j  Lieutenant  Horton,  acting  commis 
sary  of  musters ;  Lieutenant  Allen,  acting  aide-de-camp.  The  pickets 
at  Batchelder's  Creek  were  shortly  after  attacked,  and  the  Forty-fifth 
Kegiment  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia,  of  the  First  Brigade,  was 
sent  out. 


No.  4. 

Report  of  Col.  George  H.  Peirson,  Fifth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  com 
manding  Second  Brigade. 


S.  SECOND  BRIG.,  FIEST  Div.,  EIGHTEENTH  A.  C., 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  May  27,  18G3. 

By  reason  of  the  lamented  death  of  Col.  J.  Eichter  Jones,  Fifty-eighth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  a  most  gallant,  earnest,  devoted,  and  loyal- 
hearted  soldier  and  patriot,  and  the  commander  of  the  late  expedition 
to  the  enemy's  outpost,  known  as  Gum  Swamp,  it  devolves  upon  the 
undersigned,  being  the  senior  officer  present,  to  make  as  complete  a  re 
port  thereof  as  possible  for  the  information  of  the  commanding  general. 
The  forces  comprising  the  expedition  consisted  of  Lee's  brigade  (Twen 
ty-fifth,  Twenty-seventh,  Fifth,  and  Forty-sixth  Massachusetts  Regi 
ments),  under  the  immediate  command  of  the  undersigned;  the  Fifty- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Curtiss;  three  pieces  of  Battery  II,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  under 
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command  of  Lieut.  John  D.  Clark;  and  four  companies  of  the  Third 
New  York  Cavalry  and  Allis'  battery,  under  command  of  Captain 
Jacobs. 

The  Twenty-fifth  and  Forty-sixth  Regiments,  with  the  artillery,  left 
New  Berne  at  midnight  of  the  20th  instant  and  arrived  at  Batchelder's 
Creek  at  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  the  21st. 

The  Twenty-seventh  and  Fifth  Regiments  arrived  at  Batchelder's 
Creek  by  rail  at  8  o'clock  on  the  21st,  and  soon  after  the  cavalry  re 
ported  near  the  creek,  on  the  Neuse  road.  Colonel  Jones  then  took 
command,  sent  forward  by  rail  the  Twenty-seventh  and  Fifth  Regiments 
to  White's  house,  in  the  vicinity  of  a  mile  from  Core  Creek  ;  the  cav 
alry  and  artillery  by  the  Dover  road,  and  subsequently,  on  the  return  of 
the  train,  transported  the  remaining  infantry  to  White's  house.  From 
there,  about  5  o'clock,  the  Twenty-seventh  Regiment  was  sent  up  the 
railroad  to  a  depot  on  Core  Creek,  there  to  halt  and  await  further  or 
ders.  The  remaining  regiments  marched  to  Core  Creek,  on  the  Dover 
road,  where  we  joined  the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania,  previously  sent 
forward  by  Colonel  Jones. 

The  object  of  the  expedition  was  to  surround  and  capture  a  rebel 
regiment  at  Gum  Swamp,  the  outpost  of  the  enemy,  8  miles  from  Kins- 
ton.  I  have  now  the  honor  to  state  in  detail,  so  far  as  I  am  able,  the 
means  taken  to  accomplish  it. 

It  was  decided  to  send  two  regiments  by  an  unfrequented  and  cir 
cuitous  path  to  the  enemy's  rear,  while  the  main  column  moved  up  and 
occupied  the  enemy's  attention  and  prevented  his  escape  in  front;  both 
columns  were  to  arrive  at  the  enemy's  intrenchments  as  near  daybreak 
as  possible  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  and  thus  make  a  joint  attack 
front  and  rear.  Accordingly,  at  dusk  on  the  21st,  Colonel  Jones 
moved  at  the  head  of  his  column,  consisting  of  the  Fifty  eighth  Penn 
sylvania  and  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts,  which  he  subsequently 
joined  at  the  depot,  and  stealthily  proceeded,  under  cover  of  the  night 
and  by  'direction  of  a  faithful  guide,  to  gain  the  enemy's  rear. 

Not  being  able  to  state  from  personal  knowledge  the  movements  and 
doings  of  this  column  I  quote  so  much  of  the  reports  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonels  Lyman  and  Curtiss  as  appertains  to  this : 

FROM   THE   REPORT   OF   LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  LYMAN. 

At  8  o'clock  Colonel  Jones,  with  his  regiment,  joined  us,  wlien  the  march  com 
menced.  We  left  the  railroad  to  our  right  and  took  a  path  through  the  woods  and 
swamp  running,  in  its  general  direction,  parallel  with  the  railroad  and  I  should  judge 
from  1  to  3  miles  from  it.  The  path  was  almost  impenetrable  for  a  large  part  of  the 
way,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  we  succeeded  in  getting  through.  The  guide 
is  deserving  of  great  praise  for  bringing  us  out  at  the  point  indicated,  showing  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  country.  We  arrived  at  a  point  about  1  mile  in  rear  of 
the  enemy's  works  at  7  o'clock  in  the  morning,  only  halting  during  the  night  to  clear 
our  way.  The  march  was  necessarily  slow  and  very  tedious  ;  the  distance  was  said 
to  be  14  miles;  in  my  opinion  it  was  much  farther.  Hero  the  men  were  allowed  to  rest 
for  a  half  hour  to  eat  their  breakfast.  Moving  on  to  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
breastwork  Colonel  Jones  ordered  me  to  send  four  companies  to  hold  the  Dover  road 
to  prevent  an  attack  upon  our  rear  by  the  enemy  coming  from  Kiuston.  I  detailed 
Companies  13,  C,  G,  and  K,  under  command  of  Captain  Caswoll,  and  sent  them  as 
directed  ;  three  more  companies  of  the  regiment  were  ordered  to  advance  and  take 
possession  of  the  railroad  at  a  point  above  the  works.  Companies  H,  I,  and  D  were 
sent  forward  under  command  of  Captain  Sanford.  The  remaining  companies  of  the 
regiment  were  held  in  reserve  for  the  support  of  Captain  Sanford  under  my  own  orders. 
Captain  Sanford  came  upon  the  enemy  almost  immediately,  directly  in  front  of  his 
advance  ;  they  having  retreated  from  their  works  and  taken  position  behind  the  rail 
road  embankment,  he  attacked  them  immediately.  A  brisk  musketry  fire  was  kept  up 
for  a  short  time  on  both  sides,  when  Captain  Sanford  ordered  a  charge  with  the  bay- 
oiiet,  which  was  done  in  splendid  style,  the  enemy  retreating  to  the  woods,  our  men 
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following  and  taking  a  number  of  prisoners.  As  soon  as  a  charge  was  made  I  took 
the  reserve  farther  to  the  left,  so  as  to  cut  off  the  enemy's  retreat  upon  the  railroad 
above  Captain  Sauford's  position.  Most  of  the  prisoners  were  taken  between  and  in 
front  of  these  two  detachments. 

FROM   THE   REPORT   OF   LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  CURTISS. 

The  two  regiments  turned  off  to  the  left  of  the  railroad  into  a  kind  of  path,  which 
was  not  often  traveled.  We  pursued  the  wanderings  of  this  path,  streams,  swamps, 
swales,  and  ditches,  where  it  seemed  impossible  for  man  to  pass.  The  great  difficulty 
of  moving,  except  by  single  file,  prevented  our  arrival  at  the  works  until  about  10 
o'clock  u*.  in.,  when  Colonel  Jones,  who  commanded  the  expedition,  directed  that  two 
companies  from  the  Fifty-eighth,  then  under  niy  command,  to  wit,  Company  I,  under 
the  command  of  Lieut.  W.  W.  Wells,  and  Company  K,  to  be  sent  forward,  under  the 
command  of  Capt.  Cecil  Clay.  These  companies  immediately  deployed  as  skirmish 
ers  and  advanced  cautiously,  under  cover  of  the  wood,  until  they  arrived  at  a  cleared 
iield  near  the  railroad  and  within  plain  view  of  the  enemy's  works.  Both  companies 
quickly  opened  tire,  and  then  under  a  double-quick  charged  upon  the  enemy,  captur 
ing  one  piece  of  artillery  while  the  officer  in  charge  was  endeavoring  to  discharge  it 
upon  IIP.  Company  I,  commanded  by  Lieutenant^VVclls,  arrived  at  the  piece,  having 
the  shortest  distance  to  go,  a  little  in  advance  of  Company  K,  wrhich  was  making 
with  all  possible  speed  to  capture  the  piece.  The  enemy  fled  terror-stricken,  after 
discharging  their  pieces,  in  all  directions  into  the  adjacent  swamps,  except  the  rebel 
lieutenant  commanding  the  artillery,  who  was  vainly  endeavoring  to  discharge  his 
piece  upon  our  advancing  column,  but  which  was  wrested  from  him  and  captured, 
together  with  six  horses,  which  had  become  detached  from  the  piece,  and  with  their 
drivers  were  endeavoring  to  flee. 

The  other  column,  under  my  own  immediate  command,  moved  from 
Core  Creek  at  midnight  on  the  21  st,  and  at  daybreak  encountered  the 
enemy's  pickets  about  1  mile  from  their  intrenched  position  at  Gum 
Swamp.  The  column  moved  up  steadily  to  within  500  or  GOO  yards  of 
the  intrenchments  and  were  there  deployed — the  Twenty-fifth  on  the 
extreme  right,  the  Fifth  on  the  extreme  left,  and  the  Forty-sixth  in 
support  of  the  artillery  in  the  center ;  the  cavalry  were  placed  within 
supporting  distance  in  the  rear.  My  object  was  simply  to  attract  the 
attention  of  the  enemy  and  as  far  as  possible  to  keep  them  in  ignorance 
of  our  real  intention.  Accordingly  I  ordered  each  regiment  to  send  for 
ward  skirmishers  and  draw  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  keeping  themselves 
protected  as  much  as  possible.  Desultory  firing  was  thus  kept  up  for 
several  hours,  with  trilling  damage  to  ourselves  and  probably  to  the 
enemy.  About  half  past  9  or  10  rapid  firing  was  heard  in  the  rear  of 
the  enemy.  Judging  that  Colonel  Jones  had  succeeded  in  reaching  the 
desired  position,  I  moved  forward  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  on  the 
right  and  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  on  the  left,  and  ordered  them  to  be 
prepared,  if  necessary,  to  charge  the  intrenchments.  The  Forty-sixth 
Massachusetts  were  ordered  to  support  the  Twenty-fifth,  advancing 
farther  to  the  front;  Colonel  Pickett,  commanding  Twenty-fifth,  pru 
dently  threw  forward  skirmishers  to  ascertain  if  the  works  were  aban 
doned.  The  skirmishers  reporting  thajj'\he  enemy  had  left  their  first 
line  I  ordered  forward  the  regiments  rapidly  to  gather  upt  the  fruits  of 
the  victory.  On  entering  the  work  we  met  detachments  of  the  Twenty- 
seventh  Massachusetts  and  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  bringing  in  pris 
oners,  many  of  whom  they  had  captured  by  brilliantly  charging  them. 

Detached  squads  were  sent  into  the  swamps  to  hunt  out  and  capture 
those  of  the  enemy  who  were  there  concealed  $  many  prisoners  were 
taken  in  this  manner. 

The  force  of  the  enemy,  from  the  information  received  from  prisoners, 
appears  to  have  been  between  GOO  and  700.  The  escape  of  so  many  was 
principally  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  detachment  of  the  Fifty-eighth 
Pennsylvania  sent  down  the  Dover  road  to  attack  directly  in  the  rear 
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routed  the  enemy  before  another  detachment  of  the  Twenty-seventh 
Massachusetts  had  reached  the  railroad  on  the  left. 

Colonel  Jones,  as  soon  as  he  could  communicate  with  our  column,  or 
dered  forward  the  cavalry,  but  the  enemy,  before  the  cavalry  could 
overtake  them,  had  proceeded  too  far  to  be  cut  off. 

The  whole  force  remained  at  and  near  these  works  until  after  5  o'clock 
p.  m.,  many  of  the  men  employed  in  demolishing  the  works,  the  others 
being  allowed  to  rest.  At  this  time  our  pickets  were  attacked  by  artil 
lery  and  infantry  and  driven  in.  The  Twenty- seventh  and  Fifty-eighth, 
then  in  bivouac  on  the  other  side  of  the  creek,  joined  the  main  column, 
and  a  disposition  was  made  of  the  whole  force  to  resist  an  attack.  After 
opening  with  artillery  upon  the  enemy,  who  were  in  considerable  force 
on  the  railroad,  the  column  slowly  retired,  one  piece  of  Battery  11  being 
iii  i  he  rear  of  the  infantry  and  one  company  of  cavalry,  under  com  maud 
of  Captain  Willson,  covering  the  rear  of  the  column.  The  enemy  closely 
followed  and  opened  with  artillery  upon  our  column,  fortunately  doing 
no  harm,  to  which  Lieutenant  Clark  replied  with  a  few  shots.  Another 
column,  apparently  of  considerable  strength,  moved  down  the  railroad 
on  the  right.  At  10  o'clock  p.  m.  wre  crossed  Core  Creek  and  encamped 
for  the  night,  being  undisturbed  by  the  enemy.  A  little  after  daybreak 
on  the  morning  of  the  23d  the  enemy's  skirmishers  engaged  ours  at  the 
creek,  but  a  few  shell  from  our  artillery  silenced  their  skirmish  liring 
altogether. 

Colonel  Jones  had  previously  determined  to  move  his  command  fti 
two  columns  from  Core  Creek,  the  one  on  the  Dover  road  to  Batchel- 
der's  Creek  and  the  other  by  the  cross-roads  to  the  railroad  and  thence 
by  cars  to  New  Berne.  In  the  opinion  of  Colonel  Jones  the  enemy  were 
not  posted  in  any  very  considerable  strength  at  this  creek,  and  hence 
he  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  vary  from  his  previous  plans.  Accord 
ingly  Colonel  Jones,  with  the  artillery,  cavalry,  and  Fifty-eighth  Penn 
sylvania,  guarding  the  prisoners  and  baggage  train,  moved  leisurely 
down  the  Dover  road  to  Batchelder's  Creek  without  the  least  molesta 
tion  from  the  enemy.  The  main  column  (Lee's  brigade),  under  my  im 
mediate  command,  took  the  cross-road  leading  to  the  railroad,  distant 
some  3  miles.  Colonel  Pickett,  being  at  the  head,  sent  forward  one 
company  as  an  advance  guard,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  the  railroad 
and  report  the  condition  of  things  there.  In  a  few  moments  messengers 
came  back  from  Lieutenant  Hunt,  Twenty-seventh  Regiment,  who  had 
been  left  with  20  men  at  the  Core  Creek  railroad  bridge,  with  the  in 
formation  that  the  enemy  had  driven  in  his  pickets  and  that  three  reg-' 
iments  were  coming  down  the  railroad  track  with  the  very  evident 
intention  of  commanding  the  road,  or,  at  all  events,  of  attacking  our  left 
and  rear  before  we  could  reach  the  cars.  Judging  that  it  was  most 
wise  under  the  circumstances  to  avoid  a  collision  with  the  enemy,  inas 
much  as  a  victory  even  would  have  been  a  sacrifice  of  .men  and  barren 
of  any  substantial  benefits,  and  the  more  certainly  to  prevent  their 
getting  between  our  column  and  the  cars,  then  in  waiting  in  the  vicinity 
of  White's  house,  on  consultation  with  Colonel  Pickett,  Twenty-fifth 
Massachusetts,  and  my  staff  officers,  Captain  Bartlett  and  Lieutenant 
Myrick,  I  determined  to  strike  in  a  diagonal  direction  through  the 
woods  to  the  left  and  thus  reach  the  cars  in  the  shortest  time.  Unfor 
tunately  we  were  obliged  to  pass  through  a  dense,  briery-tangled,  and 
dismal  swamp,  so  common  in  the  low  marshy  lands  in  this  part  of  the 
jountry.  Our  progress  was  thus  somewhat  delayed,  but  in  due  time 
the  whole  column  safely  crossed  and  took  the  cars  for  New  Berne. 

The  subsequent  attack  by  the  enemy  at  Batchelder's  Creek  on  the 
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afternoon  of  the  23d,  which  resulted  in  the  death  of  Colonel  Jones,  not 
being  withiii  the  limits  or  against  the  forces  of  my  command,  I  have  no 
report  concerning  this  to  make.  Most  of  the  commanders  who  have 
made  their  reports  to  me  nnite  with  their  commands  in  deploring  the 
loss  the  department  and  the  service  have  sustained  in  his  death.  As 
a  soldier  he  was  brave,  stout-hearted,  and  untiring  in  his  efforts;  as  a 
man,  earnest,  magnanimous,  honorable,  and  devoted  to  his  duty.  He 
was  never  appalled  by  danger  or  overcome  by  incapacitating  fear,  but 
always  sought  to  deal  heavy  and  sturdy  blows  against  the  enemies  of 
bis  country. 

I  desire  to  mention  in  favorable  terms  the  forces  under  my  command. 
The  Twenty-seventh  and  Fifty-eighth  Regiments  are  deserving  of  praise 
for  the  patience  with  which  they  bore  the  fatigues  of  the  night  march 
and  the  gallant  manner  in  which  they  charged  upon  and  captured  so 
many  of  the  enemy.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lyman  speaks  in  approving 
terms  of  his  officers  and  men.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Curtiss  specially 
mentions  Captain  Clay,  Company  K,  and  Lieutenant  Wells,  Company 
I,  for  their  energy,  skill,  and  gallantry.  I  commend  the  Twenty-fifth 
Massachusetts  tor  their  high  state  of  discipline  arid  for  the  promptness 
and  zeal  which  they  displayed  on  all  occasions.  The  Fifth  and  Forty- 
sixth  Massachusetts  manifested  great  enthusiasm  to  distinguish  them 
selves  and  add  to  their  character  as  regiments;  had  serious  work  been 
required  of  them  I  have  no  doubt  they  would  have  done  it  with  spirit 
and  determination.  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  number  of  prisoners  and  the 
following  list  of  captured  property  as  the  fruits  of  the  expedition :  One 
hundred  and  sixty-live  prisoners,  28  horses,  10  mules,  2  baggage  wagons, 
3  ambulances,  10  sets  single  harness,  6  artillery  harness  (complete),  11 
saddles,  3  saddles  (artillery),  9  bridles,  80  muskets,  80  sets  of  equip 
ments,  11,000  rounds  of  ammunition,  1 12-pounder  howitzer  with  limber. 

I  have  the  honor  also  to  state  the  casualties  in  tabular  form : 


C3 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Eemarks. 

Slightly  wounded.   Missing  man  last 
seen  at  Core  Creek. 
1  killed,  left  in  hands  of  enemy;  1 
died  of  wounds,  May  29  ;  1  slightly 
wounded  in  leg. 
Slightly  wounded. 

3 

1 

1 

1 

27th  Massachusetts 

2 

3d  New  York  Artillery  (Battery  H) 

58th  Pennsylvania                           "          

Total 

2 

5 

1 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  an  elegant  and  accurate  map  of  the  de 
fenses  at  Gum  Swamp,  drawn  by  Sergt.  Charles  Brigham,  Company  K, 
Fifth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia,  t 
1  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

GEORGE  H.  PEIRSON, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

*  Medal  of  honor  awarded  to  Sergt.  Andrew  S.  Bryant,  Company  A,  Forty-sixth 
Massachusetts,  for  gallantry  in  this  action. 
t  Not  found. 
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No.  5. 
Report  of  Col.  Josiali  Picltctt,  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  Infantry. 

HDQTCS.  TWENTY-FIFTH  REGT.  MASSACHUSETTS  VOLS., 

Camp  Oliver,  Neic  Berne,  N.  C.,  May  25,  1863. 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  Twenty- fifth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers  in  the  late  ex 
pedition  to  Gum  Creek : 

I  left  my  camp  in  this  city  at  12.30  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
21st.  My  orders  were  to  proceed  to  Batchelder's  Creek  and  report  for 
orders  to  Colonel  Jones,  Fifty-eighth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volun 
teers.  I  reached  Batchelder's  Creek  a  little  after  daylight  and  imme 
diately  reported.  Having  some  hours  in  which  to  rest  my  men,  I  placed 
them  in  the  woods  on  the  right  of  the  -road  leading  to  the  camp  of  the 
Fifty-eighth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  At  about  3  p.  m.  I 
placed  my  regiment  aboard  a  train  of  cars  in  waiting  and  moved  up 
the  railroad  about  8  miles  in  the  direction  of  Core  Creek.  There  we 
disembarked  and  joined  the  other  regiments  of  the  Second  Brigade,  the 
Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers  and  the  Fifth  Massachusetts 
Volunteer  Militia.  We  then  marched  to  Core  Creek  and  bivouacked 
until  11.30  o'clock. 

At  12  o'clock  we  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  Gum  Creek,  my  regi 
ment  in  the  advance.  After  crossing  the  bridge  at  Core  Creek  I  threw 
forward  Company  K,  Capt.  J.  Waldo  Denny  commanding,  as  an  ad 
vance  guard.  We  moved  on  quietly,  meeting  no  opposition  from  or 
seeing  any  signs  of  the  enemy  until  about  4  o'clock  in  the  morning  of 
the  22d,  when  our  advance  guard  met  the  enemy's  pickets,  exchanged 
shots  with  them,  and  drove  them  in.  Advancing  cautiously,  we  were 
soon  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  enemy's  camp.  By  order  of  Colonel 
Peirson  I  filed  my  regiment  into  the  field  to  the  right  of  the  road  and 
took  position  on  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy,  forming  line  of  battle.  I 
sent  out  Company  K,  Capt.- J.  Waldo  Denny,  and  Company  E,  Capt. 
Thomas  O'Xeil,  as  skirmishers  and  to  discover  and  report  the  position 
of  the  enemy.  Captains  Denny  and  O'Neil  soon  sent  word  that  they 
were  within  sight  of  a  long  line  of  earthworks  and  had  exchanged  shots 
with  the  enemy.  I  instructed  them  to  engage  him  closely,  so  as  to  draw 
if  possible  his  attention  from  his  flanks  and  rear.  This  they  succeeded 
in  doing  admirably.  Our  skirmishers  exchanged  their  first  shots  with 
the  enemy  at  his  earthworks  at  about  0.30  o'clock.  At  10  o'clock  we 
heard  firing  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  which  indicated  the  approach  of 
Colonel  Jones  in  that  direction.  I  immediately  strengthened  my  line 
of  skirmishers  by  throwing  forward  Company  A,  Captain  Goodwin,  and 
moved  forward  my  regiment  in  line  of  battle.  Company  A  was  soon 
over  the  earthworks.  The  enemy,  outflanked  and  attacked  in  the  rear, 
had  fled  precipitately  to  the  woods  and  swamps,  and  I  had  the  pleasure 
in  a  few  moments  of  seeing  my  regimental  colors  planted  upon  their  in- 
trenchments.  At  5  p.  m.  the  enemy,  no  doubt  re-enforced  from  Kinston, 
moved  down  the  railroad  and  commenced  shelling  the  woods. 

The  object  of  the  expedition  having  been  accomplished,  after  our 
artillery  had  thrown  a  few  shells  at  them,  we  took  up  the  line  of  march 
for  Core  Creek ;  my  regiment,  with  Company  — ,  of  the  Third  New  York 
Cavalry,  and  one  piece  of  artillery  from  Battery  — ,  Third  New  York 
Artillery,  formed  the  rear  guard.  The  enemy  followed  us,  occasionally 
shelling  the  woods.  They,  however,  did  us  no  damage,  and  we  arrived 
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safely  at  Core  Creek  at  about  10.30  that  night.     We  bivouacked  here 
without  tires  for  the  night. 

At  0.30  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  we  took  up  the  line  of  march 
for  the  railroad,  there  to  take  the  cars  for  Batehelder's  Creek.  The  col 
umn  had  been  in  motion  but  a  few  moments  when  the  enemy's  advance 
guard  fired  upon  our  troops  from  the  other  side  of  the  creek.  Our  artil 
lery  soon  dispersed  them,  and,  being  in  the  advance,  I  threw  forward 
one  company  as  advance  guard,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  the  railroad 
and  report  the  condition  of  things  there.  In  a  few  moments  messengers 
came  in  with  information  that  the  enemy  had  driven  in  the  pickets  of 
the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Yolunteers,  who  were  stationed  upon  the 
railroad,  and  that  they  were  moving  down  in  force  (three  regiments), 
with  the  very  evident  intention  of  striking  our  left  flank  and  rear  before 
we  could  reach  the  cars.  In  order  to  prevent  this  movement,  which 
would  have  proved  very  disastrous  to  us,  by  order  of  Colonel  Peirson 
I  filed  the  head  of  the  column  to  the  left  into  the  woods,  intending  to 
run  parallel  with  the  railroad  for  some  distance  and  then  to  strike  it 
far  enough  down  as  to  enable  us  to  bring  our  whole  force  into  position 
and  give  them  battle.  The  head  of  the  column  struck  into  a  swamp, 
which  at  first  seemed  but  little  likely  to  impede  our  march,  but  ere  long- 
it  became  almost  impenetrable  and  seemed  interminable ;  without  guides 
and  in  endeavoring  to  reach  the  railroad,  we  lost  our  way.  Finally  a 
pocket-compass  was  obtained,  and  in  a  short  time  we  struck  the  rail 
road  some  distance  below  where  we  intended  to  and  about  2  miles  above 
Tuscarora  Depot.  Here  we  met  the  cars,  and  the  men  were  picked  up 
as  they  came  out  of  the  woods,  and  without  any  further  occurrence  of 
importance  were  conveyed  to  New  Berne.  I  reached  my  camp  between 
3  and  4  p.  in.  Saturday,  the  23d.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  yours, 

JOSIAH  PICKETT, 
Colonel,  Comdg.  Ticenty-fifth  Regt.  Massachusetts  Vols. 

Capt.  GEORGE  W.  BARTLETT, 

A.  A.  A.  G.,  Second  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Eighteenth  A.  C. 


No.  6. 

Report  of  Col.  Silas  P.  Richmond,  Third  Massachusetts  Infantry,  Second 
Brigade,  Fifth  Division,  of  operations  May  23. 

HDQRS.  THIRD  MASSACHUSETTS  VOLUNTEER  MILITIA, 
Camp  Jour  dan,  near  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  May  25,  1803. 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
movement  of  my  command  during  the  late  disturbance  at  the  outposts: 

At  4  p.  in.  on  the  23d  instant  I  received  orders  to  have  my  command 
in  readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  notice  with  GO  rounds  of  ammu 
nition. 

At  7  p.  m.  about  200  rebel  prisoners  were  committed  to  my  charge, 
and  at  the  same  time  news  came  that  Colonel  Jones,  Fifty-eighth  Penn 
sylvania,  was  killed  at  Batchelder's  Creek,  and  that  his  regiment,  to 
gether  with  Lee's  brigade,  had  been  driven  in  with  some  loss. 

At  8  p.  in.  I  received  orders  to  march  immediately.  I  did  so,  having 
written  instructions  to  govern  my  movements.  Being  obliged  to  leave 

*  Nominal  list  of  casualties  shows  3  men  wounded  and  1  missing. 
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a  strong  guard  over  the  rebel  prisoners,  I  had  with  me  ouly  25  officers 
ami  453  men.  I  took  the  Neuse  road  and  proceeded  to  a  point  beyond 
its  intersection  with  the  railroad,  and  halted  in  a  convenient  position 
for  communication  with  our  force  on  the  Neuse  road,  near  Batchelder's 
Creek,  and  also  with  our  force  on  the  railroad  near  the  same  creek. 
We  there  rested  on  our  arms  during  the  remainder  of  the  night. 

Just  after  daylight  on  the  24th,  by  order  of  General  Palmer,  I  sent 
Company  A,  of  my  command,  forward  to  the  junction  of  the  Neuse  and 
Washington  roads  to  support  a  section  of  Howell's  battery. 

At  9.30  a.  m.,  report  having  been  received  from  the  outposts  thjat  the 
enemy  had  retired,  I  received  orders  to  return  with  my  command  to 
camp  at  New  Berne,  leaving  the  outposts  as  they  were.  The  day  was 
extremely  hot  and  the  roads  very  dusty,  therefore  we  marched"  very 
slowly.  Reached  camp  about  noon.  No  severe  casualties. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

S.  P.  RICHMOND, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Col.  J.  JOURDAN, 

Comdg.  Second  Brig.,  Fifth  Div.,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 


MAY  31-JUNE  1,  1863.— Evacuation  of  West  Point,  Va. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Gordon,  U.  S.  Army,  icith  itinerary  of  his 
division,  May  k-June  1. 

YORKTOWN,  YA.,  June  1,  1863. 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  successful  removal  of  the 
force  under  my  command  from  West  Point,  without  the  loss  of  a  single 
man  or  the  abandonment  of  a  single  dollar's  worth  of  Government 
property. .  About  7  p.  m.  this  evening,  just  twenty -four  hours  after  the 
movement  commenced,  I  removed  the  planking  of  the  wharf  and  sailed 
from  the  post. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  truly, 

GEO.  H.  GORDON, 

Brigadier-  General. 
Major-General  Dix. 


Itinerary  of  the  Second  Division,  Fourth  Army  Corps,  May  k-June  1.* 

May  4.— At  Suffolk.  Va.,  Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Gordon  assumed  com 
mand  of  the  division  [formerly  Abercrombie's]. 

May  5. — Broke  up  camp  and  moved  by  rail  to  Norfolk  the  same 
night. 

May  6. — Embarked  on  transports  for  Fort  Monroe. 

May  7. — Sailed  for  West  Point,  and  on  arriving  there  immediately 
commenced  throwing  up  fortifications  for  defense,  consisting  of  a  line  of 
intrenchment  extending  from  the  Mattapony  to  the  Pamunkey.  The 
Fortieth  Massachusetts  was  thrown  out  to  the  front  on  picket  while 
the  rest  of  the  division  worked  constantly  and  well  on  the  intrench- 
ments.  Six  earthworks,  mounting  fifteen  guns,  and  having  embrasures 

*  From  "Record  of  Events''  on  Return  for  May,  18(53. 


CIIAP.XXX.I  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  373 

for  twenty-six,  and  making  a  complete  circle  of  fire,  were  thrown  up  and 
made  very  strong'  by  ditches  and  abatis.  Parties  were  sent  out  into 
the  surrounding  country,  who  destroyed  or  brought  away  large  quanti 
ties  of  grain,  seized  horses,  mules,  bacon,  &c.,  and  great  numbers  of 
negroes  were  brought  in. 

May  31,  Sunday. — Commenced  to  embark  for  Yorktown,  which  was 
continued  without  interruption  from  the  enemy  until  everything  was 
safely  on  board  of  the  transports  and  taken  to  Yorktown. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ORDERS,  AND  RETURNS  RELATING 
SPECIALLY  TO  OPERATIONS  IN  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND 
SOUTHEASTERN  VIRGINIA  FROM  AUGUST  20,  1862,  TO 
JUNE  3,  1803. 


ETC. 

FORT  MONROE,  Ait  gust  20,  1862  —  10  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  D.  KEYES, 

Commanding  Fourth  Corps,  YorJctown,  Va.  : 

Your  corps  is  to  halt  at  Yorktown  until  further  orders.  If  you  have 
passed  beyond  the  vicinity  of  that  place  when  this  reaches  you,  you  will 
at  once  return  to  Yorktown  and  there  await  further  orders,  which  may 
not  reach  you  for  some  days. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

Fort  Monroe,  August  20, 1862. 
General  E.  D.  KEYES, 

Commanding  Fourth  Army  Corps,  YorJctown  : 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  remain  with  your  corps  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  Yorktown  until  further  orders.  You  will 
probably  remain  for  several  days. 

General  Heintzelman  was  directed  to  send  one  or  two  regiments  to 
occupy  Gloucester  Point;  as  General  Heintzelinan's  corps  is  about  em 
barking  you  will  please  hold  that  Point  with  one  or  two  regiments  from 
your  command  until  you  embark. 

R.  B.  MARCY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

Fortress  Monroe,  August  21,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  D.  KEYES,  YorJctown  : 

Supplies  of  every  necessary  character  for  the  troops  can  be  obtained 
at  Yorktown.  There  is  no  necessity  for  any  officers  to  visit  Fortress 
Monroe  to  obtain  them. 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  confer  with  Lieut.  Col.  B. 
S.  Alexander,  and  furnish  from  your  command  the  necessary  details  of 
working  parties  to  carry  out  his  views  with  regard  to  the  defense  of 
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Yorktown.     The  general  commanding  further  directs  that  you  send  a 
brigade  to  Williamsbnrg  for  a  few  days  to  cover  this  work.     The  gen 
eral  desires  you  to  take  the  general  command  and  control  of  the  opera 
tions. 
Exhibit  this  to  General  Van  Alen. 

K.  B.  MAKCY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  August  21,  1862—10.30  p.  in. 

Maj.  Gen.  E.  D.  KEYES, 

Commanding  Fourth  Army  Corps,  Yorktown,  Va.  : 

I  am  instructed  by  the  commanding  general  to  say  that,  owing  to  the 
great  emergency  which  exists  at  this  time,  it  is  necessary  that  you  should 
furnish  working  parties  for  the  defenses  of  Yorktown  at  the  earliest 
moment  that  tools  caii  be  obtained. 

The  engineer  officer  in  charge  will  call  upon  you  when  the  details  are 
required. 

R.  B.  MAEOY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

Fort  Monroe,  August  22,  1862—3  p.  in. 

Maj.  Gen.  E.  D.  KEYES,  YorJctown,  Va.  : 

As  a  temporary  measure,  please  place  one  of  your  field  batteries  in 
the  work  at  Gloucester  Point. 

Please  push  the  work  laid  out  by  the  engineer  officers  with  the  utmost 
rapidity.  I  hope  to  have  new  troops  to  relieve  your  men  by  the  time 
transports  are  ready  for  your  corps.  Please  detail  some  of  your  artil 
lery  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  to  instruct  the  garrison  you 
found  under  General  Van  Alen  in  the  use  of  heavy  guns,  and  have  them 
prepare  tables  of  ranges,  &c.,  for  them.  I  trust  to  your  zeal  and  activity 
in  this  very  trying  moment. 

They  are  fighting  now  on  the  Eappahannock.  A  general  engage 
ment  is  probably  going  on  now. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  22,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  E.  D.  KEYES, 

Commanding  Fourth  Army  Corps  : 

The  duty  intrusted  to  your  corps,  while  it  is  no  doubt  disagreeable, 
is  of  the  utmost  importance.  I  fully  realize  how  severe  a  tax  it  is  upon 
men  who  have  fought  so  gallantly  and  worked  so  hard  as  your  corps  to 
require  them  now  to  go  upon  fatigue  duty.  I  feel  sure,  however,  that 
if  they  know  that  the  work  I  now  call  upon  them  to  perform  is  neces 
sary  they  will  perform  it  cheerfully.  You  will  please  detail  as  large 
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working  parties  as  the  tools  available  will  permit  to  perform  the  work 
laid  out  by  the  engineer  officers. 

It  is  a  matter  of  vital  importance  that  the  details  should  be  furnished 
and  the  work  done  in  the  shortest  possible  time. 

I  have  taken  all  the  necessary  steps  to  have  your  command  relieved 
by  new  troops  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment. 

It  is  imperatively  necessary  that  the  work  required  should  be  pushed 
with  the  utmost  vigor.  You  will  be  held  responsible  that  this  work 
is  pushed  with  all  the  rapidity  possible  with  the  means  at  your  com 
mand,  and  hold  your  command  in  readiness  to  move  at  the  shortest 
notice. 

If  you  judge  it  necessary,  send  two  regiments  or  an  entire  brigade  of 
infantry  to  Williamsburg  to  cover  your  operations. 

Please  push  as  far  as  possible  the  instruction  of  the  old  garrison  in 
heavy  artillery  practice,  and  give  me  in  full  your  views  as  to  the  J3est 
method  of  holding  Williamsburg  and  the  force  necessary  for  that  pur 
pose. 

Send  a  couple  of  squadrons  of  cavalry  to  Goucester  ta  patrol  and  ex 
amine  the  country  on  the  left  bank  of  the  York. 

If  you  think  it  advisable,  send  a  much  larger  force  of  cavalry  there, 
for  temporary  duty.  While  we  have  a  large  cavalry  force  compara 
tively  idle  it  may  be  well  to  occupy  a  large  portion  of  it  in  clearing  out 
the  country  on  that  side  of  the  York  Kiver. 

If  you  think  it  best  to  occupy  a  point  near  Williamsburg  by  infantry, 
hold  Fort  Magruder  and  destroy  the  adjacent  works. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


FALMOUTH,  August  26,  1862. 

(Beceived  2.40  p.  m.) 
Major-General  HALLECK  : 

Please  inform  me  when  you  can  send  say  5,000  new  troops  to  York- 
town.  If  they  can  be  supplied  within  three  days  can  order  forward 
Couch's  division,  now  at  Yorktown,  with  the  means  of  transportation 
at  our  disposal.  Your  reply  involves  the  question  of  retaining  or  dis 
charging  several  large  transports,  for  which  we  are  paying  a  high  price. 
I  shall  be  glad  to  have  your  answer  at  once,  as  I  propose  returning 
shortly  to  Aquia  Creek,  to  proceed  thence  to  Alexandria. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAK, 
i  Major -General. 


WASHINGTON,  August  26, 1862. 
Major-General  MCCLELLAN,  Falmouth : 

Five  thousand  new  troops  can  be  sent  to  Yorktown  as  soon  as  you 
can  spare  transports  for  that  purpose.  They  can  be  embarked-at  Alex 
andria. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 
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NAVY  DEPARTMENT, 

August  29,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

SIR  :  The  large  naval  force  in  the  James  Eiver  being  no  longer  re 
quired  there,  directions  are  about  being  given  to  send  the  vessels  to 
other  points,  where  their  presence  is  most  essential. 

If  Newport  News  is  to  be  held  by  the  Army  I  respectfully  suggest 
that  half  a  dozen  200-pounder  rifled  Parrott  guns  be  mounted  there  as 
a  means  to  assist  in  keeping  blockaded  the  iron-clad  vessels  now  build 
ing  at  Eichmond. 

Very  respectfully, 

GIDEON  WELLES. 


Abstract  from  Monthly  Return  of  the  Department  of  Virginia  (Seventh  Army  Corps), 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix  commanding,  for  the  month  of  August,  1862  (headquarters 
Fort  Monroe,  Fa.). 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

*i 

5 

e3 

tc 

•« 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent  last 
monthly  return. 

Pieces  of  field  artil-  ' 
lery. 

| 

0 

1 

Department  Headquarters,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix  

17 

2 

19 

19 

19 

14 
109 
31 
86 

228 

300 
1,895 
529 
1,639 
4,861 
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2,227 
598 
2,061 
5,792 

493 
3,916 
782 
2,261 
7,178 

506 
964 
81 
2,  308 
4,597 

10 
6 

"  6 
6 

Camp  Hamilton,  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Wessells  
Newport  News,  Maj.  Reuben  V.  Kin"-  

Norfolk,  Brig.  Gen.  Egbert  L.  Viele  

Suffolk  Brii)p.  Gen.  J.K.  F.Mansfield 

Total 

463 

9,224 

11,  133 

T 

1,256 

14,  630 

8,456 

.  28 

Fourth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  Erasmus  D.  Keyes  

7 

10 
1,527 



""20 
4 

Willianisburg,  Va  

56 

1,041 

Williamsburg,  Va  

1,237 
"  1,795 

Yorktown  Va      .  . 

147 
23 
4 

2,624 
630 
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3,222 
751 
110 

5,499 
806 
152 

Yorktown,  Va  

Gloucester  Point  Va 

Total 

237 

4,399 

5,  346       7,  994 

3,032 

24 

Fort  Wool,  Capt.  Ira  Winans,  detachment  Ninety-ninth 
New  York  Volunteers. 
SeweU's  Point,  Capt.  John  C.  Lee,  detachment  Ninety- 
ninth  New  York  Volunteers. 

Grand  total  
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70 

80 
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92 
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16,648 

22,  821 

11,  768 

52 
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Troops  in  the  Department  of  Virginia,  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  John  A. 

IJix,  August  31,  1862. 


FORT  MONROE,   YA. 

Maj.  JOSEPH  ROBERTS,  Fourth  U.  S.  Artil 
lery,  commanding. 

Detachment  Regulars. 

Detachment  99th  New  York  Infantry. 

Batteries  Wis.  Light  Artillery  (2d  and  4th). 

CAMP  HAMILTON,  VA. 

Brig.   Gen.   HENRY  W.  WESSELLS  com 
manding. 

FOURTH  ARMY   CORPS. 

92d   New  York. 

96 th  New  York. 

85th  Pennsylvania. 
101st  Pennsylvania. 
103d  Pennsylvania. 

SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

llth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Company  C. 
5th  Maryland. 
7th  Battery  New  York  Light  Artillery. 

NEWPORT  NEWS,  VA. 

Maj.  REUBEN  V.  KING,  Eighty-fifth  New 
York,  commanding. 

85th  New  York. 

llth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Company  M. 

NORFOLK,  VA. 
Brig.  Gen.  EGBERT  L.  VJELE  commanding. 

Detachment  1st  New  York  Mounted  Rifles. 
99th  New  York  (6  companies). 
58th  Pennsylvania. 
19th  Wisconsin. 
4th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  D. 


SUFFOLK,  VA. 

Brig.    Gen.  J.  K.    F.    MANSFIELD  com 
manding. 

SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Brig.  Gen.  MAX  WEBER. 

1st  Delaware. 

3d   New  York. 

4th  New  York.  . 

13th  New  York. 
25th  New  York. 


SEVENTH    ARMY  CORPS. 

1st  New  York  Mounted  Rifles, 
llth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 
4th  IT.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  L. 


FOURTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Brig.  Gen.  ORRIS  S?  FERRY. 

39th  Illinois. 
13th  Indiana. 
62d   Ohio. 
67th  Ohio. 

FORT  WOOL. 

Capt.  IRA  WINANS  commanding. 
Detachment  99th  New  York. 

SE  WELL'S  POINT. 
Capt.  John  C.  LEE  commanding. 
Detachment  99th  New  York. 


FOURTH  ARMY  CORPS. 
Maj.  Gen.  ERASMUS  D.  KEYES  commanding. 

WILLIAMSBURO,  VA. 


YORKTOWN,  VA. 
FOURTH   ARMY  CORPS. 

Second  Division. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  J.  PECK  commanding. 

SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Brig.  Gen.  JAMES  H.  VAN  ALEN  comdg. 

Independent  Battalion  New  York  Vols. 
Detachment  4th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 
7th  Battery  Massachusetts  Light  Artillery. 
Detachment  1st  New  York  Artillery. 


3d  Battalion  6th  New  York  Cavalry. 
5th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 
Reserved  artillery. 


GLOUCESTER  POINT,  VA. 

Maj.  J,  WATTS  DE  PEYSTER  command 
ing. 

Battery  New  York  Artillery  (Fourth  Army 
Corps). 
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Abstract  from  Monthly  Return  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  t  Moj.  Gen.  John   G. 
Foster  commanding,  for  the  month  of  August, 


Present   for 

"S 

1 

a  ™   . 

duty. 

1 

80         C 

Command. 

o 

oj 

B 

I 

tto~3 
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l°l 

1 

1 

1 

all 

First  Brigade. 

t           Col.  T.  J.  C.  AMOKY. 

]  7th  Massachusetts  Voluut  eers,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fellows  . 

I- 

2,545 

3,477 

3,830 

3,  c;;s 

°">th  M  'issaohusetts  Volunteers  Maj.  Josiah  Pickctt  

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  T.   G.  STEVENSON. 

]0tli  Connecticut  Volunteers  Lieut.Col.il  S  Pardee  

}       40 

1,  18G 

1,  555 

1,792 

1,785 

24th  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  F.  A.  Osbom  — 

()th  New  Jersey  Volunteers  Col   C  A.  Ueckman     

132 

3,731 

5,032 

-^ 

5,423 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.,  September  2, 18G2. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe  : 

The  great  danger  of  Washington  renders  it  necessary  that  the  re 
mainder  of  Keyes'  corps  be  sent  here  as  rapidly  as  possible ;  at  least  all 
of  it  that  you  can  spare. 

The  entire  army  of  the  enemy  is  before  ns,  and  the  fighting  has  been 
daily  for  a  week  with  varying  results. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  CORPS, 

Yorktown,  Va.,  September  3,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  the  proceedings  of  a  board 
of  officers  convened  at  this  place  by  my  orders  to  examine  and  report 
upon  the  condition  of  the  defenses  of  Yorktown  and  what  is  necessary 
to  place  them  on  a  proper  footing. 

In  regard  to  the  force  necessary  the  report  of  the  board  corresponds 
pretty  nearly  with  my  letter  of  27th  ultimo*  on  the  same  subject.  It 
would  be  well  to  place  three  gunboats  in  York  Eiver ;  one  or  two  should 
be  kept  moving  continually,  otherwise  this  fine  river  will  be  greatly 
used  for  the  comfort  of  the  enemy,  and  perhaps  for  our  annoyance. 
I  remain,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  KEYES, 
Major- General,  Commanding  Fourth  Corps. 


Not  found. 
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[Inclosure.] 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  ?  HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  CORPS, 

No.  86.  $  Yorktown,  August  29,  1862. 

A  board  of  officer.0,  to  be  composed  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  J.  Peck,  Brig.  Gen.  William 
H.  Einory,  Col.  John  C.  Dodge,  Fifty-second  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  will  convene 
ut  Yorktown  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 

The  board  will  examine  and  report  upon  the  present  armament  of  Yorktown,  its 
condition,  and  the  amount  and  condition  of  the  ammunition  on  hand  ;  the  present  state 
of  the  ramparts,  magazines,  and  other  appliances.  The  board  will  also  give  an  opinion 
as  to  what  is  necessary,  in  addition  to  the  means  on  hand,  to  place  Yorktown  in  a 
suitable  condition  for  defense. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Keyes: 

OSWALD  JACKSON, 

Aide-de-Camp. 

YORKTOWN,  VA.,  August  30, 1862. 

The  board  met  pursuant  to  the  foregoing  order,  all  the  members 
named  being  present,  and  adjourned  to  make  the  examination  prelimi 
nary  to  the  following  report : 

YORKTOWN,  VA.,  August  31, 1862. 

The  board  report  the  condition  of  the  armament  is  as  follows : 
There  are  forty-two  garrison  pieces  of  various  caliber  in  position  at 
Yorktown  ;  none  at  Gloucester  Point.  Most  of  these  pieces  are  out  of 
adjustment  i'rom  the  settling  of  the  earth  and  warping  of  the  platforms 
and  other  wood-work  connected  with  the  mounting  of  the  pieces,  so  as 
to  make  it  difficult  and  in  some  cases  wholly  impracticable  to  work 
them. 

Of  the  ammunition. 

Inclosed  is  a  list  of  the  ammunition,  which  is  wholly  insufficient  and 
not  well  assorted. 

T lie  present  state  of  the  ramparts  at  Yorktown. 

The  extent  of  the  covering  line,  independent  of  the  shore  line,  is  about 
1  mile.  The  interior  revetment  is  good.  The  exterior  ditch  and  ex 
terior  face  of  the  work  is  in  many  places  so  much  washed  away  and  de 
faced  as  to  form  but  little  impediment  to  an  assaulting  column.  The 
whole  ditch  and  the  ramparts,  exterior  and  interior,  and  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  inclosure  of  the  work  is  overgrown  with  noxious  weeds, 
and  the  earth  is  saturated  with  human  iseces  and  decaying  animal 
matter. 

The  condition  of  the  magazines. 

All  except  two  are  damp  and  unfit  for  use. 

The  exterior  lines  and  approaches. 

Two  divisions,  Peck's  and  Couch's,  were  left  here  to  level  the  ap 
proaches  and  exterior  works  commanding  this  fort  and  cut  down  the 
forest.  Before  doing  anything  of  any  consequence  (working  a  thousand 
shovels  and  picks  one  day  and  a  halt),  two  brigades  of  Peck's  division 
and  the  whole  of  Couch's  division  were  ordered  away,  and  the  mass  of 
the  work  yet  to  be  done  in  the  removal  of  these  obstacles  to  a  proper 
defense  of  Yorktown  cannot  be  better  described  than  by  stating  the 
number  of  davs'  labor  it  would  take.  The  number  of  troops  here  is  as 
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follows  :  Five  regiments,  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  1,900 ;  Inde 
pendent  Battalion,  500  ;  and  there  are  250  negro  laborers.  From  this 
force  must  necessarily  be  deducted  the  old  and  new  guards,  250  men,  and 
the  regiment  detailed  to  man  the  guns,  370  men,  leaving  a  total  of  2,000 
men  to  work,  if  unmolested  by  the  enemy  ;  and  it  is  estimated  that  it 
will  take  this  force  thirty  days  to  accomplish  the  work  of  destroying 
the  approaches  and  restoring  the  slopes  and  ditches  of  the  work  itself. 
These  estimates  are  independent  of  the  work  at  Gloucester  Point,  where 
two  regiments  of  the  First  Brigade  are  stationed  and  where  the  picket 
and  fatigue  duty  is  sufficient  to  occupy  their  attention. 

Of  what  is  necessary. 

The  plan  of  the  board  of  engineers,  a  copy  of  which  is  in  possession 
of  Major-General  Peck,  a  member  of  this  board,  and  which  has  been 
approved  by  General  McClellan  and  herewith  submitted,  contains,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  board,  all  the  suggestions  necessary  to  place  York- 
town  in  a  state  of  defense.  But  in  the  opinion  of  the  board  the  force 
now  left  here  is  wholly  inadequate  to  accomplish  this  work  within  the 
time  when  the  enemy  is  likely  to  attack  this  work,  if  it  is  attacked  at 
all ;  and  of  the  armament  suggested  in  that  plan  of  defense,  none  has 
been  sent. 

The  board  recommend  that  armament  be  at  once  sent,  and  urgently 
recommend  that  an  ordnance  officer  be  sent  to  mount  that  armament 
and  direct  the  readjustment  of  the  pieces  now  here. 

The  board  is  of  the  opinion  that  when  the  work  is  in  a  state  of  defense 
contemplated  by  the  engineers,  the  garrison  necessary  to  hold  it  and  the 
approaches  should  consist  of  one  regiment  of  cavalry,  one  regiment  of 
artillery,  and  4.000  infantry,  if  of  old  troops ;  if  of  new  levies,  from  6,000 
to  8,000  infantry. 

There  is  at  present  but  one  gunboat  at  this  place.  In  the  opinion  of 
the  board  two  more  are  necessary — one  on  each  of  the  flanks  of  the  Avork, 
and  the  third  to  pass  up  and  down  the  river  and  break  up  the  trade  be 
tween  Richmond  and  the  rich  counties  of  Gloucester  and  Matthews,  on 
the  eastern  side  of  the  river. 

In  this  connection  it  is  proper  to  state  that  the  height  and  abruptness 
of  the  bank  of  the  river  at  Yorktown  will  diminish  the  aid  that  might 
otherwise  be  expected  from  their  co-operation  in  the  defense  of  the 
work. 

There  is  with  the  garrison  at  Gloucester  Point  a  field  battery  of  four 
pieces,  and  in  this  fort  two  field  batteries  of  four  guns  each,  but  it  is  not 
known  whether  the  two  batteries  at  this  place  are  a  part  of  the  garrison. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-General. 
W.  H.  EMORY, 

Brigadier-  General. 
JOHN  C.  DODGE,  JR., 
Colonel  Fifty-second  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  CORPS, 

JorJctown,  September  3?  1862. 

The  proceedings  of  the  board  of  which  Major-General  Peck  is  presi 
dent  are  approved.  The  board  is  dissolved. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 
Major-  General^  Commanding  Fourth  Corps. 
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[Indorsement.] 

The  report  of  the  board  of  officers  seems  to  be  based  upon  the  idea 
that  Yorktown  may  be  attacked  by  a  very  large  force,  and  consequently 
recommends  additional  armament  and  much  engineering  work. 

With  my  limited  knowledge  of  Yorktown  I  of  course  do  not  know 
exactly  what  is  most  expedient  to  be  done $  but  it  strikes  me  that  the 
forty-two  pieces  of  artillery  now  there,  and  a  garrison  increased  by  new 
troops  to  bring  it  up  to  one  regiment  of  artille^,  one  regiment  of  cav 
alry,  and  three  of  infantry,  in  all  about  4,000  men,  are  all-sufficient  for 
.any  probable  attack. 

An  ordnance  officer  should  be  sent  to  Yorktown  to  unspike  guns, 
adjust  platforms,  and  overhaul  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  and  Gen 
eral  Keyes  should  be  directed  to  apply  his  whole  available  force  to 
leveling  the  exterior  works  and  approaches  and  repairing  the  defenses 
as  suggested  by  the  board  of  engineers  which  examined  the  works. 

An  additional  gunboat  for  patroling  York  Kiver,  and  in  case  of  at 
tack  in  co-operating  in  the  defense  of  Yorktown,  would  be  desirable. 

G.  W.  CULLUM, 
Brigadier- General,  Chief  of  Staff . 

[Sub-iuclosure.] 
Memorandum  of  guns  and  ammunition  at  YorJctown,  Va. 

8-inch  columbiads 17 

32-pouuder  guns * 8 

42-pounder  gun 1 

24-pounder  guns 4 

9-inch  Dahlgreii  Navy  guns 4 

7-inch  Navy  howitzers 4 

8-inch  siege  howitzer 1 

8- inch  mortar  (spiked) 1 

68-pounder  rifle  gun  (spiked) 1 

10-inch  gun 1 

Ammunition. 

Powder  (barrels) 100 

8-inch  cartridges 400 

32-pounder  cartridges 250 

24-pounder  cartridges „ 150 

42-pounder  cartridges 150 

&-iuch  shells  filled,  in  magazine 300 

8-iuch  shells,  to  be  filled 200 

8-inch  shells,  bad 681 

10-inch  shells,  bad 35 

10-inch  shells,  good 75 

32-pounder  shells,  bad 125 

42-pounder  shells,  bad 22 

9-iuch  Dahlgren,  good 60 

24-pou  nder  shells,  bad 300 

12-pouuder  shells,  bad 20 

100-pouuder  rifle  shells,  bad 24 

24-pouuder  grape 20 

32-pounder  grape 70 

32-pounder  canister 100 

:i2-pounder  shot 121 

8-inch  shot 242 

8-inch  grape 218 

10-inch  shot 15 

24-poundcr  shot 125 

42-pounder  canister 8 
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WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  September  3,  18G2. 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

If  last  division  of  General  Keyes'  corps  lias  not  commenced  to  em 
bark  suspend  the  order  till  I  can  send  new  troops  to  replace  them. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Generalin-  Chief. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA., 

September  3,  1862—2  p.  ID. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief: 

AverelPs  brigade  of  cavalry  was  embarking  when  I  received  your 
dispatch  of  last  evening.  The  embarkation  will  be  completed  to-day 
and  to-morrow.  I  will  send  you  a  detailed  account  of  the  entire  force 
on  the  Peninsula  and  at  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  to-morrow.  Your  dispatch 
of  this  morning  is  received. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  September  3,  18G2. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

As  the  embarkation  has  commenced,  my  dispatch  of  this  morning 
will  be  of  no  effect.  I  will  send  you  fresh  troops  as  soon  as  possible  to 
replace  those  sent  up  here. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


HEADQUARTERS  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  September  4,  1862. 
Hon.  E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

SIR  :  Immediately  after  I  was  placed  in  command  of  the  troops  at 
this  post  and  in  the  vicinity  I  called  the  attention  of  the  Government 
to  the  destitute  condition  of  the  20,000  people  of  Norfolk,  arising  from 
the  interruption  of  their  commercial  intercourse  while  the  rebels  were 
in  possession  of  the  city,  and  the  system  of  exclusion  which  was  adopted 
after  it  was  captured  by  us  and  which  I  found  in  force.  I  recom 
mended  a  total  change  of  regimen  on  grounds  of  humanity  as  well  as 
policy.  I  thought  it  due  to  ourselves  as  generous  conquerors  to  put 
an  end  to  the  restrictions,  which  under  the  insurgents  were  a  matter  of 
constraint  but  which  we  continued  as  a  matter  of  choice,  and  to  afford 
a  free  ingress  to  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life  of  which  the  in 
habitants  were  in  extreme  need.  My  recommendations  were  adopted 
only  to  a  limited  extent.  Eight  vessels  were  permitted  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  proceed  there  with  cargoes.  Nearly  three  months 
have  elapsed,  and  the  people  are  even  more  destitute  than  they  were 
when  they  came  under  our  dominion.  The  suspension  of  business  to  a 
great  extent  necessarily  compels  them  to  live  on  what  they  have  saved 
instead  of  their  daily  earnings,  which  are  for  the  most  part  cut  off,  and 
they  are  constantly  becoming  by  the  consumption  of  their  savings  less 
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able  to  pay  high  prices.  Besides,  the  non-intercourse  we  are  kcei>ing 
up  has,  Ly  excluding1  supplies,  rendered  the  city  entirely  destitute  of 
many  of  the  essential  articles  of  subsistence;  they  are  not  to  be  had 
at  any  price.  This  infliction,  and  it  is  a  serious  one,  falls  on  the  loyal 
as  well  as  the  disloyal,  and  it  is  certainly  not  calculated  to  add  to  the 
number  of  our  friends  or  diminish  the  number  of  our  enemies.  I  ad 
vised  a  liberal  treatment  for  all,  punishing  where  any  open  hostility  to 
the  Government  was  shown. 

I  do  not  understand  that  this  view  of  the  subject  was  disapproved  by 
the  Government;  but  from  a  communication  recently  received  from  the 
Treasury  Department  a  difficulty  is  supposed  to  exist  in  the  fact  that 
Norfolk  is  within  the  section  of  the  country  affected  by  the  blockade. 

It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  since  the  capture  and  occupation  of 
Norfolk  by  the  military  forces  of  the  United  States  the  principles  of 
public  law  applicable  to  blockaded  ports  are  no  longer  in  force  there. 
It  is  not  a  case  of  complete  conquest,  in  which  we  must  look  to  our 
Constitution  and  laws  for  the  authority  which  we  exercise,  but  it  is  a 
case  in  whicli  the  place  is  held  by  the  right  of  military  occupation,  in 
which  we  are  exercising  the  powers  given  by  the  laws  of  war,  and  in 
which  we  may  further  accord  to  the  inhabitants  privileges  not  strictly 
conferred  by  those  laws.  Eear- Admiral  Goldsborough,  who  lies  in  the 
harbor  in  the  Minnesota,  is  not  there  to  enforce  the  blockade,  but  to 
enforce  the  military  occupation. 

That  this  is  the  view  taken  by  the  Government  I  cannot  doubt,  for 
certainly  the  right  to  grant  the  permits  given  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  introduce  eight  cargoes  of  merchandise  for  general  traffic 
is  not  to  be  found  in  the  laws  of  blockade,  which  imply  a  naval  force 
on  the  part  of  one  belligerent  and  a  closed  port  on  the  part  of  another. 

I  do  not  overlook  the  fact  that  Norfolk  is  a  recovered  possession,  and 
that  we  hold  it  theoretically  to  be  now,  and  always  to  have  been,  a  part 
of  the  United  States.  But  we  do  not  act  on  thik  assumption,  for  if  we 
did  we  should  extend  our  civil  jurisdiction  over  it  and  set  in  motion 
the  customary  machinery  of  administration.  On  the  contrary,  we  gov 
ern  it  by  military  force  and  treat  it  for  all  practical  purposes  as  a 
conquest. 

Under  the  rule  of  military  occupation,  therefore,  we  may,  without  being 
questioned  by  neutrals,  admit  any  intercourse  with  our  own  citizens,  or 
any  portion  of  them,  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  our  authority  or 
to  the  preservation  and  comfortable  support  of  those  whom  we  have 
subjected  by  our  power.  It  is  on  this  principle,  I  suppose,  that  the 
limited  right  to  trade  has  been  conferred  in  a  few  instances  on  partic 
ular  individuals. 

I  beg  leave  further  to  suggest  whether  permits  of  this  description, 
granted  to  afford  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  or  district  thus  sub 
jected  and  held  by  force  the  means  of  subsistence,  should  not  be  given 
by  the  military  commander;  whether  they  can  with  propriety  come 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  is  at  the  head  of  a  civil  de 
partment  and  whose  functions  in  respect  to  revenue  and  commerce  are 
wholly  inapplicable  to  conquered  territories  governed *by  the  laws  of 
war.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  other  function  is  incident  to  the  right  of 
military  occupation  and  not  to  be  defended  on  any  other  grounds. 

Should  this  view  of  the  subject  be  concurred  in  I  respectfully  request 
that  1  may  be  authorized  to  grant  permits  to  vessels  to  go  to  Norfolk 
with  such  supplies  as  I  deem  indispensable  to  save  the  inhabitants  from 
suffering  by  hunger  and  cold,  and  that  Eear- Admiral  Goldsborough  be 
directed  to  respect  the  permits  thus  granted  by  me. 
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ID  regard  to  the  justice  of  tins  measure  there  are  considerations, 
already  briefly  alluded  to,  which  address  themselves  to  us  with  great 
force.  The  people  of  Norfolk  are  cut  oft*  by  our  occupation  of  the  place 
from  their  former  sources  of  supplies.  We  have  surrounded  them  by  a 
chain  of  sentinels  and  have  interdicted  trade  with  the  insurgent  States 
from  which  they  could  always  draw  at  some  price  the  necessaries  they 
needed.  They  are  in  worse  condition  in  this  respect  now  than  they  were 
under  the  Confederates ;  and  it  is  submitted  whether,  on  every  prin 
ciple  of  justice  to  them  and  to  ourselves,  we  should  not  allow  them  the 
privilege  of  obtaining  what  they  need  from  the  loyal  portions  of  the 
Union.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  are  bound  to  do  this  or  to  let  them  pass 
through  our  lines  into  the  insurgent  States. 

The  inclosed  letter  from  Brigadier-General  Viele,  the  military  gov 
ernor  of  Norfolk,  states  the  case  with  great  brevity  and  force,  and  I 
commend  it  to  the  attention  of  the  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

[Inclosure.] 

NORFOLK,  YA.,  September  2, 1862. 
Major- General  DIX, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Fort  Monroe  : 

GENERAL  :  There  are  two  questions  connected  with  the  administra 
tion  of  affairs  in  this  city  and  Portsmouth  which  have  become  a  source 
of  embarrassment  to  me.  The  one  is  the  procurement  of  supplies  for 
those  who  have  the  means,  and  the  other  the  supplying  of  those  who 
have  not  the  means. 

We  are,  in  point  of  fact,  holding  here  in  custody  about  20,000  people; 
we  must  either  let  them  feed  themselves  or  we  must  feed  them. 

The  opening  of  the  port  for  a  restricted  trade  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
measure  of  necessity  to  save  the  Government  from  great  annoyance. 
Food  must  be  allowed  to  come  in  or  the  people  will  starve.  If  food  is 
allowed  to  come  in  the  products  of  the  surrounding  country  must  be 
allowed  to  go  out  to  pay  for  it.  Again,  there  is  a  large  class  of  persons 
here  who  have  no  means  whatever  to  purchase  food  if  it  were  here ; 
these  are  mostly  willing  to  go  away  to  the  neighboring  counties  and  to 
North  Carolina  if  allowed  to  do  so.  They  are  helpless  women  and 
children,  who  are  begging  daily  at  my  headquarters  for  food.  Those 
who  are  too  poor  to  go  or  WT!IO  have  no  friends  may  be  supported  by 
levying  contributions  upon  those  who  have  the  means. 

I  have  always  considered  that  the  only  point  to  be  attained  here  was 
perfect  tranquillity.     This  has  been  secured  so  far:  in  order  to  continue 
it  the  steps  1  have  referred  to  appear  to  be  necessary. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  L.  VIELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  YA., 
September  5,  18G2 — 2  p.  in. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK  : 

The  whole  efficient  force  in  the.  Department  of  Virginia  is  about 
18,000,  distributed  as  follows:  Suffolk,  5,300;  Norfolk,  2,300;  Newport 
News,  100;  Hampton,  2,300;  Camp  Hamilton,  900;  Fort  Monroe,  GOO  ; 
Yorktown,  5,100;  Williamsburg,  1,300.  The  different  corps  of  which 
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this  force  is  composed  have  about  3,000  absent.  Sick  not  included  in 
the  above  statement.  A  small  regiment  has  been  transferred  to  New 
port  News  from  Hampton,  not  affecting  the  aggregate. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  September  5, 1862—4  p.  m. 
Major-General  HALLECK  : 

Major- General  Keyes  is  very  desirous  of  leaving  Yorktown  with  his 
reserve  artillery  to  resume  the  command  of  Couch's  division,  and  is 
willing  to  take  and  train  another  division  from  the  new  forces  now 
coming  into  the  field.  I  should  be  very  glad  to  retain  him,  but  cheer 
fully  consent  to  the  arrangement  if  it  meets  with  your  approval,  as  it 
will  obviate  the  necessity  of  sending  new  troops  here  and  enable  me  to 
retain  Major-General  Peck,  a  very  good  officer,  and  his  division,  which 
is  well  trained,  and  of  which  two  brigades,  Ferry's  and  Wessells',  have 
been  already  incorporated  with  the  forces  here  and  at,  Suffolk.  General 
Keyes  informs  me  that  he  trained  Couch's  division  and  is  quite  willihg 
to  train  another.  His  reserve  artillery  can  be  spared  if  I  can  keep 
Peck's  division. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

PRIVATE.]  SUFFOLK,  VA.,  September  5,  1862. 

Major- General  HALLECK, 

Commanding  Army,  Washington  City  : 

GENERAL  :  A  deserter,  on  whom,  I  can  rely,  says  there  are  but  about 
15,000  men  at  Richmond.  The  brigades  of  Generals  Kansom  and  Martin 
are  stationed  below  Richmond,  opposite  Fort  Darling. 

There  is  a  brigade  at  Petersburg.  The  Merrimac  No.  2  (Richmond) 
is  about  finished  and  has  her  bow  gun  in.  She  is  commanded  by  Cap 
tain  Pegram,  and  her  crew  are  from  the  old  Merrimac.  She  draws 
11  feet  of  water,  and  has  a  double  sheathing  of  iron,  separated  by  a 
course  of  timber.  The  iron  is  reported  to  be  thicker  than  that  of  the 
old  Merrimac. 

I  have  thought  the  above  information  might  be  of  some  service  to 
you.  I  have  already  written  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  same 
effect  as  to  the  Merrimac. 

The  man  also  stated  that  all  the  troops  of  Stonewall  Jackson  amounted 
to  about  200,000.  He  left  Richmond  about  a  week  since,  and  says  that 
Generals  Lee,  Ewell,  Mahone,  Colston,  Armistead,  Wright,  Longstreet, 
and  the  two  Hills  are  with  Jackson. 

The  enemy  will  never  attack  this  place,  which  is  naturally  strong,  so 
long  as  pressed  on  the  side  of  Richmond.  I  repeat,  there  are  three  old 
regiments  here — the  First  Delaware  and  Third  and  Fourth  New  York 
Volunteers — well  drilled,  and  been  in  service  for  about  fourteen  months 
and  have  never  fired  a  gun  at  the  enemy.  They  will  average  800  men, 
and  many  men  and  officers  have  been  in  the  Mexican  war.  Three 
green  regiments  could  readily  take  their  places  here,  and  these  could, 
by  return  boats,  proceed  up  the  Potomac  to  the  Army  of  Virginia. 

I  am  ready  at  all  times  myself  to  take  any  command  you  will  think  it 
to  the  interest  of  the  country  to  give  me,  and  believe  I  can  do  more 
than  I  can  here. 

25  R  R — VOL  xvni 
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You  will  excuse  this  private  letter ;  an  official  one  on   this  subject 
might  by  some  be  thought  out  of  place. 

Very  truly  and  sincerely,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  K.  F.  MANSFIELD. 


HEADQUARTERS  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Vti.,  /September  7,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  O.  S.  FERRY, 

Commanding  at  Suffolk,  Va.  : 

I  wish  to  complete  a  reconnaissance  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Dismal 
Swamp.  It  will  be  under  the  direction  of  Oapt.  William  Heine,  who  is 
engaged  in  constructing  military  maps  of  the  district  south  and  west  of 
Suffolk.  It  will  be  necessary  to  send  with  him  two  companies  of  infantry, 
a  company  of  cavalry  or  mounted  riflemen,  and  a  section  of  artillery, 
with  two  mountain  howitzers,  under  a  discreet  and  efficient  field  officer. 
It  will  probably  be  necessary  to  pass  around  the  Dismal  Swamp,  return 
ing  on  the  east  side.  The  men  must  have  rations  for  eight  days,  and 
they  must  take  with  them  their  tents  and  the  smallest  practicable  amount 
of  camp  equipage.  During  the  first  two  or  three  days  it  will  be  well  to 
send  two  or  three  companies  of  cavalry  out  on  the  road  nearest  to  the 
Blackwater,  in  the  direction  of  Sonierton  and  Wiuton,  as  a  cover  to  the 
movement.  A  number  of  wagons,  sufficient  to  carry  the  provisions, 
forage,  and  tents,  will  be  sent  with  them,  and  an  ambulance  for  the  use 
of  the  engineers.  At  this  season  the  men  should  be  covered  at  night, 
and  if  possible  their  tents  should  be  pitched  under  the  shelter  of  trees 
and  their  march  should  be  suspended  during  the  heat. 

The  movement  will  conform  to  the  requirements  of  Captain  Heine, 
who  is  charged  with  the  reconnaissance ;  but  the  command  of  the  escort, 
arid  all  that  relates  to  the  control  of  the  men,  will  be  under  the  direction 
of  the  senior  officer,  who  will  be  enjoined  to  enforce  the  strictest  disci 
pline.  The  inhabitants  of  the  country  will  be  protected  against  all  dis 
turbance,  and  the  least  violation  of  their  property  will  be  visited  with 
the  mosfc  extreme  rigor  of  the  law.  Should  it  be  necessary  to  procure 
supplies  from  the  district  through  which  the  movement  is  made  the  com 
manding  officer  will  endeavor  to  obtain  them  by  agreement  with  the 
parties,  or,  if  compelled  to  take  them,  he  will  give  receipts  on  public 
account  and  render  a  return  to  me  of  the  articles  taken,  with  the  names 
of  the  owners. 

Everything  will  be  in  readiness  on  Monday,  so  that  the  party  will 
move  early  on  Tuesday  morning,  and  I  trust  to  you  to  make  such  ar 
rangements  as  to  insure  the  object  of  the  expedition,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  carry  out  my  wishes,  which  will  be  creditable  to  those  who  are 
engaged  in  it. 

If  you  have  not  mountain  howitzers  we  can  send  them,  from  here. 

Answer  immediately. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  September  7,  1862. 
Major-General  DIX,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

Send  to  Washington  as  promptly  as  possible  the  First  Delaware  and 
the  Third  and  Fourth  New  York  Regiments,  now  at  Suffolk. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 
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FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  September  8, 1862. 
Major- General  HALLECK: 

I  shall  send  your  order  for  the  First  Delaware  and  Third  and  Fourth 
New  York  to  Suffolk.  You  are  perhaps  not  aware  that  these  regiments 
are  the  flower  of  command,  and  my  main  reliance  if  Suffolk  is  to  be 
defended.  I  should  be  glad,  at  all  events,  to  be  allowed  to  send  the 
Fifth  Maryland  instead  of  the  Third  New  York.  I  want  the  latter  here 
if  I  cannot  have  Gibson's  artillery. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 

Washington,  September  8,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  DIX,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

Make  the  change  of  regiments  you  proposed.  Bring  away  from  Suf 
folk  all  extra  arms. 

II.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

SPECIAL  ORDERS,  ^  HDQRS.  OF  THE  ARMY,  ADJT.  GEN.'S  OFFICE, 
No.  229.  J  Washington,  September  8,  1802. 

******* 

IV.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  K.  F.  Mansfield,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  relieved  from 
duty  in  the  Army  of  Virginia,  and  wilt  report  in  person  to  Major-Gen- 
eral  McOlellau. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

By  command  of  Major-General  Halleck  : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

FORT  MONROE,  September  9.  1862. 
Major-General  HALLECK  : 

The  Fourth  New  York,  First  Delaware,  and  Fifth  Maryland  have  left 
here  for  Washington  in  the  steamers  Louisiana,  J.  A.  Warner,  and 
State  of  Maine. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


U.  S.  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

September  9,  1862. 
Major-General  DIX  : 

GENERAL  :  The  naval  force  here  has  recently  been  so  greatly  reduced 
that  1  have  no  additional  gunboat  to  spare  for  York  River. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral. 


FORT  MONROE,  September  9,  1862. 
Hon.  E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

Five  hundred  and  twenty-five  prisoners  of  war  sent  from  Alexandria 
were  delivered  at  Aiken's  Lauding  and  604  of  ours  returned.    They 
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are  paroled  oil  both  sides.  I  sent  the  latter  last  evening  to  Washing 
ton.  Mr.  Onld  makes  an  earnest  request  that  General  Thomas  will 
give  him  an  interview.  There  are  5,000  of  our  prisoners  at  Eichmond, 
which  they  wish  us  to  take.  Every  steamboat  here  is  employed  in 
moving  the  three  regiments  from  Suffolk  to  Washington,  called  for 
Sunday. 

I  have  just  received  a  dispatch  from  General  Keyes,  at  Yorktown, 
informing  me  that  our  pickets  have  been  driven  in  at  Williamsburg. 
I  fear  Colonel  Campbell  has  been  compelled  to  retire,  as  the  rebels 
are  in  possession  of  the  telegraph  station  at  Williamsburg.  I  am  just 
leaving  for  Yorktown  to  be  back  to-night.  I  do  not  think  it  safe  to 
take  any  more  troops  from  this  quarter  unless  we  retire  from  York- 
town  and  Suffolk.  I  cannot  even  get  another  gunboat  for  Yorktown 
from  Admiral  Lee.  I  earnestly  request  that  one  or  two  more  may  be 
sent  from  the  Potomac. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major -General. 


WASHINGTON,  September  10, 1862. 
Hon.  GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  : 

SIR  :  General  Dix  telegraphs  that  the  withdrawal  of  most  of  his  forces 
to  Washington  leaves  Yorktown  too  weak,  and  earnestly  requests  that 
one  or  two  more  gunboats  be  sent  from  the  Potomac. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  September  10,  18G2. 

(Received  10.30  a.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief: 

1  have  just  returned  from  Yorktown,  and  find  a  dispatch  from  Gen 
eral  E.  D.  Keyes,  received  since  I  left,  saying  that  he  is  required  to  em 
bark  Peck's  division  for  Alexandria.  This  leaves  my  force  so  reduced 
that  it  is  impossible  to  hold  Suffolk  or  Yorktown  and  protect  the  7,000 
sick  here  and  in  the  vicinity.  To  retain  them  would  be  to  invite  attack. 
I  propose  therefore  to  fall  back  from  Suffolk  to  Norfolk,  and  to  destroy 
the  guns  at  Yorktown  and  abandon  it.  I  shall  not  have  any  infantry 
at  Suffolk,  and  at  Yorktown  only  800  men. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  September  10,  1862. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

When  General  McClellan  asked  for  Peck's  division  he  was  to  send 
you  5,000  new  troops  to  take  their  place.  This  he  was  probably  pre 
vented  from  doing  by  General  Wool  stopping  troops  to  guard  the  rail 
roads.  General  Mansfield  thinks  the  forces  left  at  Suffolk  sufficient. 
We  must  not  at  present  abandon  either  Yorktown  or  Suffolk,  and  you 
must  retain  troops  sufficient  to  hold  them  till  others  arrive.  Stop  any 
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new  troops  coining  from  the  North.  It  is  understood  that  several  regi 
ments  are  coming  by  water  from  New  York.  The  Boston  troops  should 
be  at  Fort  Monroe  to-day.  It  is  believed  that  the  entire  force  of  the 
enemy  is  before  us  here,  and  that  not  more  than  10,000  or  15,000  Home 
Guards  were  left  at  Kichinond.  If  you  have  reliable  information  differ 
ent  you  must  retain  more  troops. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  September  10, 18G2. 

Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 

The  Merrimac,  with  two  regiments  from  Boston,  is  bound  to  this 
place.  If  you  can  stop  her  at  Fort  Monroe  keep  those  regiments  for 
your  command. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Gencral-in-  Chief. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA., 
September  10,  18G2— 4  p.  in. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK. 

General-in-  Chief : 

When  General  McClellan  was  between  this  fort  and  Richmond,  and 
before  the  occupation  of  Suffolk,  General  Wool  had  14,978  men,  of 
whom  12,847  were  effective,  for  the  defense  of  the  fort,  Newport  News, 
and  the  immediate  district  of  country,  exclusive  of  General  Peck's 
division.  My  force  is  but  5,326  men,  of  whom  only  4,108  are  effective, 
and  with  this  I  have  not  only  the  same  district  which  General  Wool 
had,  but  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  and  Yorktown  in  addition. 

I  have  reliable  information  that  an  attack  on  Suffolk  is  meditated. 
A  brigade  went  down  from  Petersburg  to  defend  it  a  few  days  ago,  and 
from  that  point  the  railroad  communication  is  open  to  the  Blackwater 
at  Franklin,  or  Carrsville,  20  miles  from  Suffolk.  I  have  at  Suffolk  to 
day  only  2,900  effective  -men.  When  General  Mansfield  had  a  much 
larger  force,  and  McClellan  was  between  us  and  Eichmond,  he  pressed 
me  for  re-enforcements.  He  certainly  cannot  know  that  the  Third  and 
Fourth  New  York  and  the  First  Delaware,  the  best  regiments,  have 
been  withdrawn.  They  numbered  over  2,300  men. 

General  Keyes  advises  me  this  morning  that  he  has  information  from 
various  sources  establishing  the  fact  that  the  rebels  are  in  considerable 
force  of  artillery,  cavalry,  and  infantry  at  Barhamsville,  18  miles  from 
Williainsburg.  There  are  numerous  evidences  of  activity  on  his  part  in 
various  directions,  and  if  we  hold  Suffolk  and  Yorktown  I  certainly 
ought  to  have  20,000  men.  This  was  the  smallest  number  thought  by 
General  McClellan  to  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 

I  earnestly  request  that  the  sick,  except  those  belonging  to  regiments 
here,  may  be  sent  North.  September  is  the  worst  season,  and  the  new 
hospitals  are  so  miserably  constructed  as  to  be  unfit  for  convalescents 
in  storms,  which  are  frequent  at  this  season.  But  the  great  objection 
is  in  having  so  large  a  number  of  sick  in  a  district  exposed  to  attack 
and  not  covered  by  defensive  works. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


390  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  S.  E.  VIRGINIA.  [CHAP.  XXX. 

HEADQUARTERS, 

Washington,  If.  C..  September  10,  1862. 
Capt.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

DEAR  HOFFMAN  :  Captain  Jocknick  made  a  reconnaissance  yester 
day  to  Tranter's  Creek.  Upon  reaching  the  bridge  he  discovered  that 
it  was  undergoing  repairs,  and  going  on  it  to  examine  more  closely 
was  fired  on  by  a  concealed  force.  Only  two  of  his  men  were  slightly 
wounded.  There  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  enemy  are  collected 
in  considerable  numbers,  and  that  they  are  repairing  the  bridge  for  a 
speedy  attack  on  this  place.  Their  force,  according  to  negro  and  "  se- 
cesh  ""authority,  is  set  down  at  from  2,000  to  6,000.  I  have  43  of  the 
Marine  Artillery  in  the  fort  and  Captain  WalFs  company  of  the  Third 
New  York,  some  30  men.  The  block-house  at  the  east  end  of  the  town 
is  finished  but  there  is  no  gun  for  it.  The  one  on  the  Greenville  road  is 
going  up  rapidly.  Two  guns  are  immediately  needed  for  these  houses. 
Please  send  them  at  once. 

Private  Halm,  of  Captam  Jocknick's  company  of  cavalry,  ordered  to 
New  Berne,  was  detailed  by  General  Foster  to  act  as  editor  of  the  New 
Era.  Colonel  Mix's  order  is  for  Captain  Jocknick  to  take  all  his  men, 
detached  or  otherwise ;  so  Hahn  will  go.  I  told  him  he  would  have  to 
make  application  to  you  or  the  general  if  he  is  to  return  here. 

Lieutenant  McLane,  of  the  First  North  Carolina,  went  to  New  Berne 
on  sick  leave.     His  brother  writes  that  he  is  just  recovering  and  that 
the  surgeon  says  that  a  short  visit  to  a  Northern  climate  is  necessary 
for  his  recovery.     I  mention  the  case  for  the  general's  consideration. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

EDWAED  E.  POTTEE, 

Commanding  Post. 


FORT  MONROE,  YA.,  September  11, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief  : 

Colonel  Williams'  regiment  of  cavalry  was  ordered  here  at  my  special 
request  for  service  under  my  command.  On  its  arrival  General  McClel- 
lan  ordered  it,  without  landing,  to  Aquia  Creek,  promising  me  another 
regiment.  I  have  not  been  furnished  with  one,  and,  moreover,  five  com 
panies  of  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  on  duty  here,  have  been 
taken  away.  I  have  only  500  cavalry  at  Williamsburg,  Another  reg 
iment  is  indispensable. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  YA.,  September  12, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief : 

A  court,  for  the  trial  of  Major  Wilson,  was  ordered  before  your  dis 
patches  were  received.*  It  will  meet  on  Monday  next. 

I  have  had  a  steamer  out  for  two  days  watching  for  the  Merrimac  and 
other  transports,  with  troops  from  Boston  and  other  Northern  cities, 
but  none  have  been  found,  and  the  newspapers  announce  that  the  Mer- 

*  See  p.  11. 
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rimac  has  readied  Alexandria.  I  cannot  bold  William sburg  with  500 
cavalry.  I  have  kept  them  there  the  last  four  days  with  the  hope  that 
they  might  do  something  to  retrieve  the  character  of  the  regiment.  I 
will  withdraw  them  to  Yorktown.  In  abandoning  Williamsburg  we 
leave  to  the  mercy  of  the  insurgents  some  good  Union  men,  whom  we 
induced,  by  assurances  of  protection,  to  come  out  for  us.  I  fear  I  shall 
get  no  troops  here  unless  you  send  them  direct  from  the  North  to  report 
to  me. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG- SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Norfolk,  Va.j  September  12,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  DIX,  U.  S.  A.: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  order  to  strengthen 
our  position  at  Yorktown  I.  have  diverted  the  gunboat  Valley  City5 
now  undergoing  repairs  at  Fortress  Monroe,  from  her  intended  destina 
tion  on  the  blockade  off  Wilmington,  where  her  services  are  much 
needed,  and  to-morrow,  when  her  repairs  will  probably  be  finished,  she 
will  proceed  to  assist  the  United  States  gunboat  Chocura  in  her  present 
operations  in  York  Biver. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral. 


HEADQUARTERS  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  September  12,  1862. 
Hon.  E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

SIR:  The  contraband  negroes  who  have  been  permitted  to  collect  in 
great  numbers  at  this  fort  and  in  this  vicinity  have  always  been  and  are 
now  a  very  great  source  of  embarrassment  to  the  troops  in  this  garrison 
and  in  the  camps  hereabouts  and  to  the  white  population  in  this  neigh 
borhood.  In  case  the  fort  should  be  invested  or  approached  by  the 
enemy's  forces  I  should  feel  obliged  to  ship  them  all  to  the  North. 

This  disposition,  it  seems  to  me,  ought  to  be  made  of  them  without 
needless  delay,  and,  if  possible,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  authorities 
of  the  State  or  States  to  which  they  may  be  sent.  To  this  end  I  respect 
fully  ask  permission  and  authority  from  the  War  Department  to  com 
municate  and  make  arrangements  with  the  Governors  of  Massachusetts 
and  other  Northern  States  with  a  view  to  the  transfer  to  those  States 
of  all  colored  men,  women,  and  children  now  under  the  superintendence 
of  Mr.  0.  B.  Wilder,  at  Old  Point  Comfort  and  its  vicinity,  amounting 
to  about  2,000. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


YORKTOWN,  VA.,  September  12,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Gcncral-in-  Chief  : 
Having  been  placed  in  charge  of  the  engineering  operations  at  this 
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place  and  Gloucester  by  General  McClellan  I  deem  it  rny  duty  to  report 
that  the  armament  directed  by  him  is  held  at  Fort  Monroe  for  orders 
from  Washington.*  They  are  needed. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  September  12,  1S62. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

General  Casey  was  directed  some  days  ago  t  to  send  you  four  new 
regiments  from  this  place.  A  part  has  already  gone.  If  with  these 
and  the  troops  coming  by  water  you  cannot  hold  Suffolk,  of  course  it 
must  be  given  up.  Yorktown  ought  certainly  to  be  held.  General  Peck 
telegraphs  here  for  armament  from  Fort  Monroe.  All  such  matters  are 
under  your  direction. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  September  13, 18G2. 

Maj.  Gen.  H«  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief : 

The  One  hundred  and  thirtieth  New  York  has  just  arrived  and  will 
go  to  Suffolk.  It  is  very  raw,  not  even  knowing  the  manual  of  arms. 
The  rebels  had  1,500  men  repairing  the  Petersburg  Eailroad  to  the 
Blackwater,  and  I  have  no  doubt  contemplate  an  early  movement  on 
Suffolk.  The  loss  of  my  three  best  regiments  at  that  point  is  unfortu 
nate  at  this  moment.  No  effort  will  be  spared  to  maintain  our  position 
there. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

,/ 

WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  September  14,  18G2. 

Major-Geiieral  Dix,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

Issue  such  ordnance  stores  as  you  deem  necessary  for  the  good  of 'the 
service,  either  for  Yorktown  or  elsewhere.  This  is  not  a  time  to  delay 
for  formalities.! 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Gcneral-in-  Chief. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  September  15,  18G2. 

Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

Four  new  full  regiments  have  been  sent  to  you  from  here.  Nothing 
is  yet  heard  of  the  JMjerrimac.  General  Wool  has  been  directed  not  to 
issue  any  more  passes  to  cross  our  lines.  You  will  exercise  your  dis- 

*  See  Halleck  to  Dix,  September  14. 

t  On  September  10. 

t  See  Peck  to  Halleck,  September  12,  p.  391. 
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cretion  in  the  case  you  report,  but  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  at  the 
present  time  persons  from  Baltimore  should  not  be  permitted  to  go  into 
Virginia. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

SEPTEMBER  17, 1862. 
General  Dix: 
The  Morse,  our  lightest  draught,  is  ordered  up  the  Nansemond. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear -Admiral. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Norfolk,  Va.,  September  17,  1802. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  Commanding,  &c.  : 

GENERAL  :  When  the  rebels  evacuated  Norfolk  they  left  a  steam  gun 
boat  on  the  stocks  in  this  city  and  the  necessary  material  provided  for 
her,  part  of  which  came  from  the  navy-yard.  Admiral  Goldsborough 
arranged  with  General  Viele,  now  absent,  to  have  the  hull  so  far  com 
pleted  as  to  allow  of  launching  the  gunboat,  with  the  view  of  towing  it 
to  the  Washington  Navy- Yard,  there  to  be  finished  and  equipped.  The 
only  expense  to  be  incurred  here  would  be  for  the  labor,  which  the  ad 
miral  assumed  to  defray.  It  is  desirable  to  have  this  object  carried  out 
as  speedily  as  possible.  I  have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  be  so 
good  as  to  cause  the  quartermaster  who  has  control  both  of  Mr.  Bur 
roughs  and  the  building  yard  to  require  Mr.  Burroughs  to  hasten  the 
launching  of  this  gunboat,  which  can  be  done,  1  am  informed,  in  eight 
or  ten  days. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  respectfully,  yours. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral. 


WASHINGTON,  September  18,  1862. 
Major-General  Dix: 

The  two  regiments  at  the  Patuxent  are  subject  to  your  orders.     Gen 
eral  Banks  thinks  that  one  can  be  spared. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Norfolk,  Va.,  September  18,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix, 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.  : 
GENERAL  :  The  president  of  the  Norfolk  Gas  Company  recently  ap 
plied  to  me,  through  General  Yiele,  to  send  a  quantity  of  shingles  to  the 
North.    This  application  was  promptly  referred  to  the  Navy  Depart 
ment,  and  in  reply  I  am  instructed  that  "no  traffic  in  shingles,  cotton, 
tobacco,  or  other  articles  can  be  permitted  in  the  region  blockaded." 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P^  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral. 
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UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Norfolk,  Va.,  September  18,  18G2. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.  : 
GENERAL  :  The  instructions  from  the  Navy  Department,  of  which  I 
informed  you  to-day,  make  it  necessary  that  I  immediately  direct  the 
naval  vessels  on  guard  duty  not  to  allow  any  steamer  or  sailing  vessel 
to  pass  in  or  out  of  this  harbor  and  these  waters  unless  she  is  in  the 
service  of  the  Army  or  the  Navy,  and  has  nothing  011  board  except  the 
United  States  mail  or  United  States  troops  and  public  property,  viz, 
Army  or  Navy  stores  and  supplies. 

In  respect  to  all  Army  transports  I  respectfully  request  that  you  will 
cause  each  to  be  supplied  with  an  official  certificate  stating  the  name  of 
the  transport;  that  she  is  in  the  service  of  the  Army,  and  that  she  has 
nothing  on  board  for  traffic.  Such  a  certificate  should  be  left  with  the 
officer  of  the  Navy  guard  vessel  by  every  steamer  or  vessel  passing 
either  way. 

I  further  request  to  be  informed  of  the  name  and  official  position  of 
the  officer  at  Norfolk  and  at  Fort  Monroe  whom  you  may  authorize  to 
issue  these  certificates.  All  vessels  without  such  certificate  will  be 
liable  to  detention. 

Whilst  I  desire  to  carry  out  my  instructions  with  fidelity  I  need  not 
assure  you  of  my  further  wish  to  do  so  in  accordance  with  your  official 
convenience. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear -Admiral,  Comdg.N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


HEADQUARTERS  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va,,  September  19,  1862. 
Actg.  Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  Nortli  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  : 
ADMIRAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two 
communications  of  the  18th  instant.  I  have  directed  the  provost-mar 
shal,  Capt.  William  E.  Blake,  to  give  the  certificates  you  require.  I 
shall,  however,  call  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  the  instructions 
you  have  received  from  the  Navy  Department  and  ask  that  some  action 
may  be  had  on  my  communication  of  the  4th  instant  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  of  which  I  inclose  a  copy.  You  may  be  assured  that  until  some 
proper  system  of  intercourse  with  Norfolk  is  established,  so  that  the 
people  may  receive  what  they  need  for  their  subsistence  and  comfort,  I 
shall  interpose  no  obstacle  to  the  execution  of  those  instructions ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to  aid  you  in  carrying  them  out. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

HEADQUARTERS  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  September  19,  18G2. 
Actg.  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  : 
ADMIRAL  :  Since  writing  to  you  this  morning  I  have  received  the 
if  filiations  concerning  internal  and  coastwise  intercourse,  of  which  I 
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inclose  a  copy,*  aiid  under  wliich  I  think  we  may  accomplish  the  object 
I  had  in  view  in  iny  communication  of  the  4th  instant  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  though  I  should  have  preferred  the  arrangement  I  suggested. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington  City,  September  3971S62. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Commanding  at  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 

GENERAL  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  re 
ceipt  of  your  communication  of  the  12th  instant,  in  which  you  state  that 
the  contraband  negroes  which  have  been  permitted  to  collect  at  Fort 
Monroe  and  in  its  vicinity  have  been  and  now  are  a  very  great  source 
of  embarrassment  to  the  troops  in  the  garrison  and  neighboring  camps, 
and  that  in  the  event  that  the  fort  should  be  invested  or  approached 
by  the  enemy's  forces  you  should  be  obliged  to  ship  them  all  North. 
In  view  of  these  circumstances  you  request  permission  and  authority  to 
communicate  and  make  arrangements  with  the  Governors  of  Massachu 
setts  and  other  Northern  States  with  a  view  to  a  transfer  to  those 
States  of  all  colored  men,  women,  and  children  now  under  the  superin 
tendence  of  Mr.  C.  B.  Wilder  at  Old  Point  Comfort  and  its  vicinity, 
amounting  to  about  2,000. 

In  reply  the  Secretary  instructs  me  to  say  that  the  permission  to  enter 
into  a  correspondence  and  the  authority  to  make  arrangements  with 
the  executives  of  the  several  Northern  States  for  the  purpose  indicated 
is  granted  and  conferred  upon  you  agreeably  to  your  request. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  September  10,  18G2. 
Major-General  DIX,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 

Send  up  all  of  Peck's  division,  which  you  can  replace  with  the  new 
troops.  His  division  \viil  be  filled  up  here. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  September  20,  18G2. 
Maj.  Gen.  II.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief  : 

I  was  all  day  at  Suffolk  yesterday,  expecting  an  advance  from  the 
Blackwater,  where  the  rebels  had  sent  down  a  considerable  force  from 
Petersburg.  I  have  two  of  Peck's  brigades  there  and  three  of  the  new 
regiments — perfectly  raw.  One  never  had  had  arms  in  their  hands  till 
they  reached  there  yesterday.  At  Yorktown  and  Gloucester  I  have  only 
Emory's  brigade;  here  only  one  regiment;  at  Camp  Hamilton  one 
regiment,  and  at  Newport  News  only  500  men.  It  would  be  very  un 
safe  to  withdraw  any  of  Peck's  division  at  this  moment.  I  have  at  Suf- 

*  Not  found. 
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folk  the  great  bulk  of  my  force.  The  rebels  have  finished  the  railroad 
from  Petersburg  to  the  Blackwater.  The  secessionists  were  cooking 
for  them  at  Suffolk  night  before  last  with  the  assurance  that  they  were 
to  be  there  yesterday.  I  beg  you  to  let  Peck's  division  remain  at  pres 
ent.  He  is  superintending  the  armament  of  Yorktown.  I  have  not  a 
single  artillery,  ordnance,  or  engineer  officer  for  that  post. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  September  20,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLE CK, 

General-in-  Chief  : 

GENERAL  :  I  requested  by  telegraph  that  General  Peck's  division 
might  not  be  taken  away  from  me  at  present,  assigning,  briefly,  the 
reasons.    I  do  so  now  more  in  detail. 
My  aggregate  force  present  on  the  10th  instant  was  as  follows : 

Fort  Monroe 520 

Camp  Hamilton 3,330 

Newport  News 518 

Norfolk 2,021 

Suffolk 3,454 

Yorktown  and  Gloucester . . . : 3, 868 

Williamsburg 817 

14, 528 

Deduct  sick 1, 384 


13,144 
Add  four  new  regiments,  about 3, 400 

Total 16,544 

Since  the  10th  I  have,  in  order  to  meet  a  threatened  movement  against 
Suffolk,  augmented  my  force  there  to  about  8,500,  and  left  at  Camp 
Hamilton  only  one  regiment. 

Suffolk. — This  is  at  the  moment  my  most  important  position.  The 
enemy  has  just  finished  the  railroad  from  Petersburg  to  the  Blackwater, 
20  miles  from  Suffolk,  and  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  moved  a  con 
siderable  body  of  infantry  to  that  point.  There  was  a  force  of  cavalry 
and  artillery  in  the  vicinity  before.  On  Thursday  I  went  to  Suffolk 
with  reasonable  assurance  that  there  would  be  an  advance  on  us,  and 
examined  the  preparations  made  for  defense  by  General  Ferry. 

The  gauge  of  the  Norfolk  and  Petersburg  Eailroad  is  o  feet,  and  the 
gauge  of  the  Norfolk  and  Weldon,  or  Seaboard,  4  feet  SJ  inches.  Hav 
ing  no  locomotives  for  the  former  we  altered  the  gauge  to  4  feet  8J 
inches  from  Norfolk  to  Suffolk,  connecting  the  two  roads  at  the  latter 
point  by  a  Y,  so  as  to  use  the  equipment  on  either  road  at  pleasure. 
Since  the  enemy  have  completed  their  road  from  Petersburg  to  the 
Blackwater  I  have  been  altering  the  gauge  from  Suffolk  to  Blackwater, 
so  as  to  render  it  useless  to  them  and  advantageous  to  us  if  we  wish  to 
throw  a  force  down  from  Suffolk,  thus  enabling  us  to  control  this  com 
munication  as  far  as  the  Blackwater.  We  are  out  some  6  miles,  and  are 
altering  3  miles  a  day.  When  you  decided  to  hold  Suffolk  I  determined 
to  make  it  as  effective  as  possible,  and  this  change  of  gauge  may  be  of 
great  importance  if  we  are  in  force  again  in  this  quarter  and  in  North 
Carolina.  To  effect  this  object  I  must  have  troops,  and  the  number  I 
now  have  there  may  be  indispensable  to  enable  me  to  hold  the  place 
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against  attack.  I  have  ordered  a  reconnaissance  in  force  to  be  made 
to-day  in  the  direction  of  the  Blackwater. 

TorJctown. — The  armament  is  now  in  progress.  General  Peck  is  super 
intending  it.  I  have  no  one  who  can  do  it  so  well.  Indeed,  I  have  for 
duty  but  one  engineer  under  my  command ;  only  one  ordnance  officer, 
who  has  charge  of  the  arsenal  here,  and  only  one  artillery  officer,  who 
has  been  until  recently  the  commanding  officer  of  this  post.  The  scien 
tific  corps  of  the  army  have  been  absorbed  by  other  commands.  I  may 
be  obliged  to  send  General  Peck  to  Suffolk  if  an  advance  is  made  by  the 
enemy. 

The  intrenchments  constructed  by  the  Confederates  at  Yorktown  are 
very  strong,  but  were  intended  for  a  large  force.  It  is  not  proposed  to 
hold  the  place  with  more  than  4,000  men,  and  therefore  some  out- works 
not  intended  to  be  occupied  are'iu  progress  of  demolition.  The  arma 
ment  will  be  completed  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  with  the  present 
force  and  the  guns  already  in  position  the  place  could  hold  out  against 
greatly  superior  numbers. 

Gloucester. — General  McClellan,  before  he  left  here,  ordered  Glouces 
ter  to  be  armed.  I  do  not  propose  to  execute  the  order  until  we  have 
completed  the  armament  of  Yorktown  and  until  I  have  20,000  effective 
men,  for  I  do  not  think  a  smaller  number  sufficient  to  protect  my  ex 
tended  lines. 

This  position  is  auxiliary  to  Yorktown  in  controlling  the  navigation  of 
the  York  River.  It  is  commanded  by  Yorktown  Heights,  but  it  might, 
nevertheless,  in  the  hands  of  an  enemy,  be  a  source  of  annoyance. 

Newport  News. — This  post  was  abandoned  in  June  last  by  order  of 
General  McClellan.  Everything  was  removed  except  the  sick  and  a 
company  of  cavalry,  as  a  guard.  Since  then  the  sick  have  been  increased 
and  I  have  added  a  very  small  regiment  of  infantry. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  requested  that  we  would  mount  two  or 
three  200-pounder  guns  to  aid  the  gunboats  in  defending  themselves 
against  the  new  Merrimac,  but  we  have  no  200-pounders,  and  unless  I 
have  a  competent  force  there  the  enemy  might,  if  we  were  to  obtain 
them,  use  them  against  us.  There  are  some  earthworks,  a  good  deal 
dilapidated,  for  defense  against  an  inland  attack,  but  they  require  about 
3,000  men  to  man  them.  All  the  guns  were  removed. 

Newport  News  as  a  station  defends  nothing.  The  channel  of  the 
James  River  is  wide.  A  vessel  drawing  from  17  to  18  feet  can  pass 
out  at  a  distance  of  1J  miles,  although  the  deeper  part  of  the  channel 
is  near  the  land.  Its  occupation  as  a  post  was  always  of  questionable 
utility. 

Williamsburg  I  consider  of  no  importance,  except  as  an  advance  post 
for  watching  a  movement  of  the  enemy  from  the  Chickahominy.  By 
holding  it  we  are  able  to  push  our  vedettes  farther  out.  It  is  too  dis 
tant  from  Yorktown  (13  miles),  but  I  have  only  a  small  cavalry  force 
there.  It  is  under  a  brave  and  vigilant  officer,  who  I  think  will  take 
care  of  himself.  I  need  for — 

Men. 

Fort  Monroe 1,  000 

Camp  Hamilton , 2, 000 

Yorktown 4, 000 

Gloucester 1,000 

Williamsburg ' bOO 

Norfolk 3,000 

Newport  News 500 

Suffolk  (at  present) 8,000 

Total , , 20,300 
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If  we  fall  back  from  Suffolk  we  must  have  a  larger  force  at  Norfolk. 

With  no  other  force  in  the  Department  of  Virginia  I  think  the  above 

estimate  the  lowest  number  by  which  the  several  places  occupied  by 

us  can  be  held  against  the  forces  which  the  enemy  can  easily  send 

against  us. 

If  Peck's  division  is  taken  from  me  I  shall  have  but  9,000  effective 
men  left,  and  of  these  more  than  one-third  are  entirely  raw — for  the 
most  part  unacquainted  even  with  the  manual  of  arms. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  D1X, 

Major- General. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  September  20,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-Ill-  Chief: 

I  have  just  received  a  dispatch  from  Captain  Eodgers,  of  the  Galena, 
informing  me  that  2,000  troops  came  from  Petersburg  the  day  before 
yesterday  and  3,000  yesterday  to  the  Blackwater ;  that  from  8,000  to 
10,000  are  assembled  now,  and  that  15,000,  recently  arrived,  are  on  the 
south  side  of  the  James  Eiver,  in  the  vicinity  of  Kichmond.  This  accords 
with  my  information  from  other  sources. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  September  21,  18G2. 
Hon.  SALMON  P.  CHASE, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury: 

SIR  :  Captain  Slicer,  of  the  revenue  service,  has  written  to  you  in 
regard  to  some  shipments  by  the  schooner  Geranium  from  Baltimore  to 
this  post,  under  a  regular  clearance  from  the  custom-house.  I  gave  a 
permit  to  the  shippers  to  bring  certain  enumerated  articles  for  the  peo 
ple  at  Back  River  and  the  vicinity.  But  a  quantity  of  other  articles 
not  embraced  in  my  permit  were  allowed  to  be  shipped  by  the  collector; 
among  them  are  3,000  percussion  caps.  These  articles  were  intended 
for  a  neighborhood  where  there  is  at  this  season  a  good  deal  of  game, 
and  the  inhabitants  ought  not  to  be  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  shoot 
ing.  I  propose  to  detain  them  to  be  sold  here  to  individuals,  for  their 
personal  use,  under  special  permits  and  in  such  small  quantities  as  to 
make  it  clear  that  they  are  not  intended  for  traffic.  Back  Eiver  is  about 
7  miles  from  the  fort. 

There  are  also,  not  embraced  in  my  permit,  84  gross  of  matches— 
12,096  boxes.  In  Baltimore  they  may  have  cost  $75.  In  Eichmond 
they  would  bring  75  cents  a  box — $9,072.  Such  a  quantity  imported 
for  a  small  neighborhood,  taken  in  connection  with  the  difference  of 
price,  shows  that  they  were  intended  for  sale  where  the  enormous  profit 
is  to  be  obtained.  These  I  propose  also  to  detain. 

As  the  custom-house  officers  have  cleared  these  articles,  and  as  there 
is  no  irregularity,  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  for  holding  the  vessel  or 
the  residue  of  the  cargo.  She  has  been  detained  by  Captain  Slicer,  and 
the  only  question  is  whether  the  articles  referred  to  shall  be  stopped 
here.  This  question  I  suppose  need  not  embarrass  me,  as  the  clearance 
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was  for  this  post,  aiid  there  is  no  reason  why  the  articles  not  included 
in  my  permit  should  be  allowed  to  go  farther. 

I  think  it  very  important  that  the  trade  with  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth 
and  the  district  immediately  adjoining  iny  command  should  be  regulated 
by  permits  given  by  me  as  the  commander  of  the  military  department. 
Through  my  provost-marshals  and  other  subordinates  I  can  ascertain 
the  wants  of  every  neighborhood,  and  indeed  of  every  family,  and  thus 
be  able  to  limit  the  supply  to  their  reasonable  wants.  Collectors  at  a 
distance  have  no  such  knowledge,  and  a  privilege  intended  to  meet 
real  necessities  may  be  perverted,  as  it  often  is,  to  purposes  of  traffic 
with  disloyal  districts  and  individuals. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.,  September  21, 1862. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe  : 

The  ordering  up  of  Peck's  division  was  at  General  McClellan's  urgent 
request.  In  the  advance  of  the  enemy's  army  against  this  place  and 
Maryland  he  did  not  deem  it  necessary  on  the  Peninsula.  If  you  re 
quire  it.  keep  it  and  discharge  the  transports. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


SUFFOLK,  September  21,  1862. 
Major-General  Dix: 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  infantry  and  artillery  of  the  enemy 
have  gone  to  Franklin,  and  that  a  bridge  is  constructed  there.  Their 
numbers  are  reported  at  8,000  to  10,000,  besides  those  heretofore  at 
Franklin.  Five  hundred  of  their  cavalry  are  reported  on  this  side 
there. 

O.  S.  FERRY, 

Brigadier-  General. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 
Off  Neivport  News,  Va.,  September  23,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix, 

Comdg.  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  for  your  informa 
tion  a  copy  of  my  instructions  to  officers  on  guard  duty,  enforcing  the 
blockade  of  Norfolk  and  of  these  waters ;  also  a  number  of  printed  cer 
tificates  for  vessels  (other  than  the  mail  or  troop  steamers)  passing  in 
and  out,  to  leave  at  the  guard  vessel.  This  certificate  is  prepared  on 
one  side  for  the  signature  of  Captain  Blake,  as  arranged  with  you,  and 
on  the  other  side  for  the  signature  of  the  master  of  'the  vessel ;  the  first 
stating  that  the  vessel  is  in  the  service  of  the  army  exclusively,  and  botn 
declaring  that  she  has  no  article  but  only  proper  supplies  for  the  army 
on  board. 

The  mail  boats  from  Baltimore  and  Norfolk  and  troop  transports  will 
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not  be  required  to  stop  for  inspection,  as  they  are  understood  to  have  a 
responsible  army  police  on  board  and  will  not  be  allowed  by  you  to  vio 
late  the  blockade. 

I  will  thank  you  to  inform  me  what  steps  you  have  taken  or  may  take 
to  insure  this  result. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  respectfully,  yours. 

S.  P.'  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Inclosure.] 

Instructions  for  officers  on  guard  duty. 

No  vessel  must  be  allowed  to  pass  inward  except  the  mail  steamer 
and  transports  with  troops  without  stopping  at  the  guard  vessel  and 
delivering  a  certificate  signed  by  Capt.  W.  E.  Blake,  provost-marshal, 
at  Fort  Monroe,  that  the  vessel  is  in  the  employ  of  the  War  Department 
and  has  supplies  for  the  army  only  on  board.  Vessels  without  such  cer 
tificates  must  be  taken  charge  of  and  the  circumstances  immediately 
reported  to  the  admiral  or  senior  officer  present. 

Outward-bound  vessels,  other  than  those  before  excepted  (mail  steam 
ers,  &c.),  must  stop  at  the  guard  vessel  and  leave  a  certificate  signed 

by ,  stating  the  vessel  to  be  empty  (in  ballast)  or  has  supplies  for 

the  army  only  on  board. 

Vessels  attempting  to  pass  without  such  certificate  must  be  taken 
charge  of  and  reported  as  before  directed. 

A  boarding-book  must  be  kept,  and  the  names  of  all  vessels  passing 
the  guard  vessels  in  or  out  be  entered  therein,  with  the  date,  by  whom 
owned,  name  of  master,  tonnage,  and  cargo.  A  weekly  return,  showing 
the  foregoing,  must  be  made  to  the  admiral  or  senior  officer  present. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.N.  Atlantic  Blocltading  Squadron. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  September  23,  18G2. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief : 

The  enemy  have  completed  their  bridge  at  Carrsville,  on  the  Norfolk 
and  Seaboard  Railroad,  and  have  crossed  a  part  of  their  force.  They 
must  have  on  the  Blackwater  12,000  men,  and  for  two  or  three  days 
they  have  been  concentrating  them  at  Carrsville,  one  day's  march  from 
us.  A  column  has  left  Richmond  iji  the  direction  of  Williamsburg,  but 
I  can  get  no  definite  information  as  to  its  numbers.  The  new  Merrimac 
is  expected  down  the  river  in  ten  days.  There  is  nothing  to  cope  with 
her  but  the  Monitor.  The  Galena  is  no  better  than  a  wooden  gunboat. 
If  anything  befalls  the  Monitor  everything  about  us  may  be  smashed 
up,  our  12,000  men  at  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  cut  off  from  us,  and  our  com 
munication  with  Washington  and  Baltimore  closed.  The  Ironsides  was 
here,  but  has  been  withdrawn.  There  certainly  ought  to  be  another 
efficient  armor-clad  steamer  sent  here  promptlv. 

"  JOHN  A.  LUX, 

Major-General, 
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SUFFOLK,  September  23,  .1862. 
Major-General  Dix : 

Arrived  in  good  season.  Have  been  over  most  of  the  approaches. 
The  work  is  being  pushed.  No  report  as  yet  from  Colonel  Spear's  re 
connaissance. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-General. 


SUFFOLK,  September  23,  1862. 
Major-General  Dix: 

I  have  received  a  report  from  Colonel  Spear,  commanding  reconnais 
sance,  to  this  effect :  He  found  first  picket  of  enemy  3  miles  this  side 
Franklin  ;  drove  the-in.  Proceeded  a  mile  farther  and  met  the  enemy 
in  some  force  at  junction  of  South  Quay  and  Franklin  roads ;  enemy 
fell  back.  One  mile  from  Franklin,  cavalry  and  infantry  picket ;  drove 
that  and  proceeded  half  mile  farther.  Enemy  opened  with  artillery ; 
reconnaissance  halted  and  reconnoitered  vicinity.  Five  thousand  in 
fantry  at  Franklin  on  both  sides  river  ;  2,000  at  South  Quay ;  1,200  at 
Preston's  Ferry.  Floating  bridge  across  Blackwater;  [can]  cross  cars 
or  artillery.  Strict  guard  kept. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.,  /September  24,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  Fort  Monroe  : 

The  defense  of  the  points  occupied  by  you  is  necessarily  left  to  your 
discretion.  You  will  retain  Peck's  division  and  I  will  send  you  as  soon 
as  possible  four  more  new  regiments.  The  calls  of  General  McClellan 
for  re-enforcements  and  the  tardy  movements  of  new  troops  render  it 
difficult  to  satisfy  all  demands. 

I  do  not  insist  upon  your  holding  all  points  now  in  your  possession. 
In  that  matter  you  must  be  guided  by  the  best  interests  of  the  country . 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Gencral-in-  Chief. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  September  24,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  some  time  since  I  made  a 
formal  application  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  for  more  troops 
for  this  department.  This  application  was  made  previous  to  the  great 
answer  made  by  the  loyal  States  to  the  President's  call  for  troops. 

I  learn  now  that  large  numbers  of  new  regiments  are  pouring  into 
Washington,  and  beg  your  attention,  therefore,  to  my  request  for  more 
troops,  and  in  this  connection  I  beg  leave  to  say  that,  seeing  the  turn 
affairs  are  taking  in  Virginia  and  Maryland,  the  occupation  in  force  of 
this  department  may  be  most  advantageous  to  the  campaign.  The 
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advantages  of  this  post  for  drilling  and  perfecting  new  regiments  are 
very  great.  The  place  is  healthy  now,  wood  is  in  great  abundance, 
water  sufficient,  and  subsistence  and  quartermaster's  supplies  are  easily 
obtained  from  New  York,  both  to  this  point  and  to  Beaufort,  from  which 
point  the  railroad  is  in  good  order  and  running. 

I  have  some  eight  regiments  of  infantry  here  of  old  troops,  divided 
into  two  brigades,  commanded  by  most  excellent  officers  (acting  briga 
dier-generals),  Colonels  Amory  and  Stevenson,  and  with  other  excellent 
colonels  could  readily  drill  any  number  of  new  regiments  you  might 
send.  My  artillery  force  (Third  New  York  Artillery)  is  good.  They 
number  five  light  batteries,  with  twenty-eight  pieces;  Ehode  Island 
Battery,  with  six  pieces;  Rocket  Battalion,  with  eight  pieces.  My 
siege  train  ready  for  transportation,  though  at  present  on  shipboard, 
with  supply  of  ammunition,  consists  of  four  30-pounder  Parrott  guns ; 
in  addition  to  which  I  can  land  for  the  investment  of  any  sea-coast 
place  ten  32>s  (long),  on  ship-carriages.  My  cavalry  force  is  one  good 
and  efficient  regiment,  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 

My  knowledge  of  the  country  in  this  region,  derived  from  being  sta 
tioned  here  as  engineer  officer  in  charge  and  more  lately  in  command 
of  this  department,  enables  me  to  use  the  small  force  at  my  disposal  to 
advantage,  which  advantages  would  of  course  be  greatly  increased  by 
having  a  much  larger  force  at  my  disposal. 

Hoping  you  will  see  fit  to  send  me  additional  troops,  I  am,  with  great 
respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-  General. 


FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 
Newport  News,  September  24,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix, 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  &c. : 

GENERAL  :  The  schooner  A.  S.  Pearcy,  recently  attempting  to  leave 
Norfolk  under  a  permit  from  the  provost-marshal  with  a  cargo  of  mer 
chandise,  was  stopped,  and  the  case  referred  to  the  Navy  Department. 
In  reply  I  am  instructed  not  to  allow  any  vessel  to  import  or  export 
merchandise  into  Norfolk,  Elizabeth  River,  or  any  part  of  the  country 
blockaded;  that  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  is  the  only  port  open  for  general  traffic 
within  the  limit  of  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron ;  that  what  are  called 
permits  from  any  officer,  except  the  Secretaries  of  the  War,  Treasury, 
and  Navy,  authorizing  the  ingress  or  egress  of  any  vessel  in  violation 
of  the  blockade  are  not  to  be  regarded;  that  the  schooner  Pearcy,  with 
merchandise  from  Norfolk  for  Baltimore,  must  not  be  allowed  to  depart; 
that  there  must  be  no  favoritism  or  license  for  trade  given  to  any  one 
or  more  of  our  own  countrymen  within  the  blockaded  region,  or  to  im 
port  or  to  export  merchandise,  which  would  justly  be  considered  as 
evasive  of  the  blockade  and  in  bad  faith ;  that  no  officer  of  the  Army 
or  Navy  is  authorized  to  grant  permits,  and  that  all  vessels  engaged  in 
illegal  traffic  must  be  seized ;  that  such  as  under  the  authority  of  the 
War  or  Navy  Departments  may  be  engaged  to  carry  supplies  to  the 
Army  or  Navy  will  take  no  return  cargo ;  that  the  blockade  is  intended 
to  interdict  all  trade  whatever  with  the  country  blockaded  during  its 
continuance  and  should  be  rigidly  enforced. 

In  communicating  to  you  the  foregoing  I  am  happy  to  acknowledge 
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your  assurance  of  your  disposition  to  aid  ine,  as  you  essentially  may, 
in  giving  effect  to  the  policy  of  the  Department,  although  you  entertain 
a  different  view  of  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  most  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

P.  S. — Commodore  Livingston  can  give  return  freights  of  Govern 
ment  property  from  the  Norfolk  navy-yard  to  Northern  navy-yards  to 
quite  a  number  of  the  vessels  bringing  army  supplies  here.  It  will  be 
advantageous  to  them  and  to  the  Government  interests  if  you  will  be 
so  good  as  to  have  them  so  informed. 


HEADQUARTERS  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.7  September  24,  1862. 

Lieut.  Com.  C.  W.  FLUSSER,  U.  S.  N. : 

SIR:  The  accompanying  letter  from  [to]  Acting  Bear- Admiral  Lee  will 
explain  to  you  the  earnest  desire  I  feel  to  have  two  or  three  gunboats 
sent  up  the  Chowan  and  Blackwater  Eivers  as  far  as  Franklin,  where 
the  enemy  has  concentrated  a  considerable  force  for  the  purpose  of  at 
tacking  Suffolk.  I  have  at  the  latter  place  a  sufficient  force  to  co-operate 
with  you  in  the  attack  on  Franklin  in  driving  the  enemy  away  and  de 
stroying  the  bridge  which  he  has  recently  constructed  over  the  Black- 
water  at  that  place,  which  is  the  crossing  of  the  Seaboard  Eailroad. 
There  is  deep  water  as  high  as  Franklin,  liut  I  do  not  know  the  charac 
ter  of  the  Blackwater  above  its  junction  with  the  Chowan.  1  consider 
the  expedition  a  very  important  one,  and  trust  there  may  be  no  obstacle 
to  its  accomplishment. 

If  the  gunboats  can  go  up,  please  let  me  know  when  they  will  [reach] 
Franklin  and  I  will  have  my  force  there. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

[Inclosure.j 

HEADQUARTERS  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  September  24,  1802. 

Actg.  Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  : 

ADMIRAL:  I  had  last  evening  an  earnest  request  from  Major-General 
Peck,  commanding  at  Suffolk,  that  two  or  three  gunboats  should  be 
sent  up  the  Chowan  and  Blackwater  Eivers  as  far  as  Franklin,  where 
the  enemy  have  a  force  of  from  10,000  to  12,000  men.  If  this  can  be 
done  I  think  we  shall  be  able  to  disperse  this  force  and  destroy  the 
bridge  at  that  place. 

I  have  sent  my  aide,  Major  Dix,  with  this  dispatch,  and  will  be  glad 
to  receive  your  answer  by  him. 

I  have  received  your  communication  of  yesterday  and  will  give  it  my 
early  attention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  September  25,  1862. 
Actg.  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  : 
ADMIRAL  :  I  have  sent  the  passes  designed  for  Norfolk  to  Oapt.  J. 
H.  Liebenau,  provost-marshal,  who  will  sign  them  for  vessels  coming 
from  that  port.     Captain  Blake  will  sign  passes  for  vessels  going  from 
this  post. 

The  mail  and  transport  vessels  are  subjected  to  a  strict  examination, 
and  nothing  is  permitted  to  go  in  them  except  supplies  for  the  army  or 
articles  belonging  to  individuals  not  designed  for  traffic.  An  account 
of  everything  carried  in  these  vessels  is  kept  by  the  captain  of  the  port. 
By  these  precautions  there  can  be  no  traffic  with  Norfolk  except  such 
as  is  carriejl  on  under  the  regulations  which  I  sent  to  you. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  BIX, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  September  25,  1862. 
Actg.  Eear- Admiral  S.  P.  -LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  : 
ADMIRAL  :  I  have  deferred  answering  your  communication  of  the 
17th  instant  in  order  to  obtain  all  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  steam  gun 
boat  on  the  stocks  in  Norfolk.     General  Yiele,  on  a  reference  of  the 
matter  to  him,  says  : 

Admiral  Leo  is  laboring  [under]  a  misapprehension.  The  private  ship-yard  of  one 
Nash  was  seized  by  my  order  for  Government  purposes,  and  it  has  been  and  now  is 
used  by  the  quartermaster  for  repairing  vessels  used  by  the  army  for  transportation. 
In  the  yard  and  ou  the  stocks  is  a  vessel  completed,  intended  for  the  insurgents  by  this 
man  Nash.  I  directed  the  quartermaster  to  complete  the  vessel  sufficient  for  launch 
ing. 

On  mentioning  the  fact  to  Admiral  (then  Commodore)  Goldsborough  he  offered  the 
use  of  a  gunboat  to  tow  the  vessel  to  Washington*  That  is  all  the  understanding 
there  was  in  the  matter. 

This  subject  was  brought  to  my  attention  in  the  month  of  August. 
I  was  not  aware  that  General  Viele  had  done  anything  in  regard  to  it, 
and  on  a  statement  of  facts  by  Captain  Ludlow,  the  quartermaster  at 
Norfolk,  I  ordered  him  to  have  the  vessel  planked  up  so  that  she  could 
be  launched  and  towed  to  Baltimore,  where  I  proposed,  with  the  con 
sent  of  the  War  Department,  to  have  her  finished.  I  inclose  a  copy  of 
Captain  Ludlow's  report  to  me,  stating  the  facts  at  my  request.*  The 
work  has  been  done  by  my  order ;  and  I  directed  him  further  to  place  in 
her,  if  it  should  be  found  suitable,  a  boiler  left  by  the  insurgents. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAGT-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Newport  News,  Va.,  September  25,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  DIX,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 
GENERAL:  The  Navy  Department  informs  me  that  timely  notice 

*  Not  found, 
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should  be  given  to  the  inhabitants  of  Norfolk,  &c.,  in  order  that  those 
of  them  might  leave  who  should  avoid  personal  exposure  to  our  fire, 
whilst  defending  the  place  if  attacked  by  the  rebel  forces. 

I  submit  to  you  that  in  order  to  avoid  all  embarrassments  to  an  effi 
cient  defense-  arising  from  delay  in  giving  this  notice,  we  should,  as 
soon  as  you  think  it  necessary  to  do  so,  give  such  public  notice  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  to  foreign  consuls  and  their 
families  therein  residing,  as  may  be  proper. 

I  invite  your  advice  and  co-operation  in  the  premises  and  submit  here 
with  the  within  for  your  consideration  and  amendment.  I  think  the 
matter  demands  our  immediate  attention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[In  closure.] 

Official  notice  is  hereby  given  to  all  non-combatants,  foreign  consuls, 
&c.,  that  the  present  threatened  attack  l)y  the  rebel  forces  on  Suffolk, 
an  outpost  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  Va.,  makes  it  necessary  to  no 
tify  them  that  if  they  shall  continue  to  reside  in  these  towns  they  will 
do  so  at  their  own  peril,  and  must  take  the  consequences  that  may  ensue 
from  the  exposure  they  will  encounter  during  the  defense  of  Norfolk 
and  Portsmouth  by  the  military  and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear -Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

To  be  communicated  through  General  Vicle  to  the  authorities  and 
inhabitants  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  to  each  foreign  consul,  and  to 
be  published  in  the  Norfolk  Union  newspapers. 


HEADQUARTERS  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  September  25,  1862. 

Actg.  Eear- Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  : 

ADMIRAL:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication  of 
this  morning  in  regard  to  the  threatened  attack  of  the  rebels  on  Suffolk. 
The  question  of  giving  the  notice  of  which  you  inclose  a  draught  is  a 
very  important  and  delicate  one  and  I  desire  time  to  consider  it.  There 
has  been  as  yet  no  movement  this  side  of  the  Blackwater,  and  it  ap 
pears  to  me  that  an  advance  should  precede  such  a  notice,  which  would 
induce  a  large  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Norfolk  to  leave  and 
devolve  on  us  the  obligation  of  passing  them  through  our  lines.  If  we 
intended  to  make  the  attack  there  would  be  no  question  as  to  the  pro 
priety  of  giving  the  notice. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General 


406  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  S.  E.  VIRGINIA,  [CHAP.  XXX. 

UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  Neics,  Va.,  September  26,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Comdg.  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
reply  to  my  communication,  of  the  25th,  relative  to  giving  notice  to  the 
foreign  consuls  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  Norfolk  to  prepare  them  in 
the  event  of  an  attack  on  Norfolk,  now  threatened  by  the  concentration 
of  rebel  forces  in  the  vicinity  of  Suffolk,  the  outpost  of  Norfolk.  Should 
the  enemy  inarch  upon  the  town,  and  under  shelter  of  it  attack  the 
troops  and  gunboats,  the  latter,  stationed  in  the  harbor  to  assist  in 
maintaining  our  occupation  of  the  place,  would  be  obliged  to  fire 
upon  it. 

By  giving  timely  notice  to  the  women  and  children,  the  consuls,  &c., 
we  shall  feel  free  to  fire,  should  it  become  necessary  to  do  so.  By  hes 
itation  and  delay,  lest  we  put  to  some  inconvenience  the  inhabitants, 
of  whom  the  influential,  if  not  the  larger  part,  appear  hostile  to  the 
General  Government,  we  may  entail  on  ourselves  the  disagreeable 
alternative,  in  the  event  of  a  sudden  attack,  of  firing  upon  a  town 
whose  people  have  not  had  the  benefit  of  a  previous  and  proper  notice. 
A  premature  warning  would  be  better  for  them  and  for  us  than  none 
at  all,  and  might  possibly  have  the  effect  of  inducing  the  enemy,  at  the 
instance  of  the  inhabitants,  to  desist  from  any  attempt  against  our 
position  there. 

I  therefore  propose  that  the  terms  of  a  notice  shall  at  once  be  ar 
ranged  to  your  satisfaction  and  signed  by  me,  so  that  you  may  date, 
sign,  and  publish  it,  whenever  in  your  good  judgment  it  shall  be  proper 
to  do  so. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  September  27, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK: 

GENERAL  :  Soon  after  I  took  command  here  I  presented  to  the  Gov 
ernment  the  case  of  the  inhabitants  of  Norfolk,  who  were  then  and  are 
now  more  grievously  affected  by  the  commercial  restrictions  imposed  on 
them. 

On  the  4th  instant  I  presented  their  case  a  second  time  to  the  War 
Department,  reiterating  my  views,  and  contending  that  Norfolk,  not 
being  a  blockaded  port,  is  not  subject  to  the  laws  of  blockade,  but  that 
it  is  held  by  military  occupation  and  governed  by  the  laws  of  war,  and 
that  neutral  nations  cannot  call  us  to  account  for  any  commercial  inter 
course  we  may  think  proper  to  allow  for  the  comfort  of  our  troops  or  of 
the  inhabitants  who  are  dependent  on  us,  and  for  whose  wants  every 
dictate  of  justice  and  humanity  calls  on  us  to  provide. 

The  state  of  things  here  is  deplorable.  The  people  are  suffering  for 
want  of  almost  all  the  necessaries  of  life.  They  pay  to-day  $16  per  bar 
rel  for  flour.  Through  our  interdiction  of  trade  we  have  shut  them  out 
both  from  the  North  and  the  South,  and  they  are  actually  worse  off  than 
they  were  under  the  insurgents.  I  confess  I  do  not  understand  the  pol 
icy,  if  there  is  any.  The  permission  was  asked  the  other  day  to  take  a 
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cargo  of  coal  there  for  the  gas  company,  and  it  was  refused  by  the  Sec 
retary  of  the  Treasury.  There  have  been  two  or  three  murders  recently 
and  dark  streets  will  facilitate  the  perpetration  of  crime.  Permits  have 
been  given  to  particular  individuals  to  take  cargoes  there  in  a  few  in 
stances  for  general  traffic,  and  in  direct  violation  of  the  laws  of  blockade, 
if  the  blockade  exists.  But  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  instructed 
Admiral  Lee  not  to  allow  any  traffic  in  tobacco,  shingles,  or  other  prod 
ucts  of  the  labor  of  the  inhabitants  with  the  places  from  which  merchan 
dise  lias  been  introduced  under  the  permits  referred  to,  and  as  they 
have  no  money  they  cannot  as  a  general  rule  avail  themselves  of  the 
benefits  of  this  partial  reopening  of  trade.  Special  permits  are  a  source 
of  the  most  unconscionable  extortions.  A  man  was  permitted  to  take 
250  tons  of  coal  the  other  day,  and  the  city  being  nearly  destitute  he 
sold  for  $15  a  ton  what  cost  him  about  $G.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
has  instructed  Admiral  Lee  not  to  allow  anything  to  pass  except  sup 
plies  for  the  army  on  permits  from  General  Dix.  There  is  a  revenue 
cutter  here  in  charge  of  a  discreet  and  vigilant  officer  who  is  exercising 
the  appropriate  function  of  suppressing  illicit  trade ;  but  the  Navy 
Department  assumes  that  the  admiral  is  there  to  enforce  a  blockade  as 
if  the  place  belonged  to  an  enemy,  whereas  it  is  in  our  possession,  held 
by  military  occupation,  and  should  be  governed  by  the  commander  of 
the  military  forces  until  the  laws  of  the  United  States  are  fully  extended 
over  it.  How  can  it  be  said  to  be  a  blockaded  port  when  the  United 
States  mail  is  carried  to  and  fro  daily  and  a  post-office  established  for 
general  correspondence  without  restriction "?  I  earnestly  ask  your  at 
tention  to  my  letter  of  the  4th  instant  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  permits  given  at  Washington  to  particular  individuals  to  trade 
at  Norfolk,  for  want  of  proper  information,  have  been  granted  in  some 
instances  to  unworthy  persons.  One  was  obtained  not  long  ago  by  an 
individual  who  was  turned  out  of  the  quartermaster's  department  at 
this  post  for  fraud  and  who  was  recently  found  with  a  large  quantity 
of  quinine  destined  unquestionably  for  Richmond. 

You  may  have  heard  that  articles  are  smuggled  through  Norfolk  to 
Kichmond.  No  doubt  a  pound  of  tea  and  a  pair  of  boots  may  reach 
there  occasionally.  Smuggling  exists  wherever  a  large  profit  is  to  be 
made.  But  these  leaks  at  Norfolk  and  everywhere  else  do  not  amount 
to  an  appreciable  sum.  Tea  has  risen  in  three  months  from  $15  to  $20 
a  pound  at  Richmond,  and  other  articles  in  proportion,  showing  how 
little  has  been  gained  by  contraband  trade. 

If  the  War  or  Treasury  Departments  are  unwilling  to  trust  to  the  mili 
tary  commander  the  power  of  granting  permits  to  carry  to  Norfolk  what 
is  necessary  to  save  the  people  from  absolute  suffering,  but  prefer  to 
retain  it,  it  should  be  delegated  to  a  special  agent  here,  who  will  know 
precisely  what  is  needed,  and  who  can,  through  the  information  he  will 
gain,  confine  supplies  to  proper  limits  and  the  privilege  of  trading  to 
honest  hands. 

I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  spare  half  an  hour  from,  your  urgent  duties 
to  consider  this  matter.  Between  the  Treasury  Department,  whose 
province  it  is  to  regulate  peaceful  commerce,  and  the  Navy  Department, 
which  fancies  it  is  enforcing  a  blockade,  the  unfortunate  inhabitants  of 
Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  (one-third  of  them  loyal)  are  in  danger  of  starva 
tion,  and  the  military  authorities,  which  have  the  nominal  control,  bear 
all  the  responsibility  and  the  odium. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 
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HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  September  27,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  J.  PECK,  Commanding  at  Suffolk  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  ordered  Captain  Davis7  battery  to  you  from  York- 
town.  I  will  direct  General  Viele,  in  case  of  any  sudden  emergency, 
to  execute  any  order  you  may  give  Mm.  His  force  is  small,  and  I  do 
not  wish  it  disturbed  except  in  an.  exigency  so  pressing  as  to  render 
consultation  with  me  dangerous. 

The  Morse  draws  so  much  water  that  she  cannot  safely  go  higher  up 
the  Nanseinond.  Admiral  Lee  has  promised  me  another  gunboat  of 
less  draught,  and  I  will  ask  him  to  put  her  under  your  orders  so  that 
she  can  take  the  place  of  the  West  End  in  case  of  need. 

I  trust  the  telegraph  line  will  be  completed  to-day  so  that  our  com 
munications  may  be  more  regular. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major -General. 


FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 
Newport  News,  September  28,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  DIX,  Comdg.  Seventh  Army  Corps  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  blank  certificates 

for  the  use  of  army  transports  outward  bound  from  Yorktown  and 

vicinity,  to  be  presented  to  the  naval  guard  vessel  in  York  Eiver.     I 

beg  you  will  cause  these  to  be  sent  to  the  provost-marshal  at  Yorktown. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Newport  News,  Va.,  September  27,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  DIX,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 
GENERAL  :  I  have  to  request  that  all  army  transports,  before  at 
tempting  to  pass  in  or  out  through  the  blockade  of  James  Eiver  or  to 
and  from  the  Nansemond  Eiver,  may  be  directed  to  stop  and  show  to 
the  senior  naval  officer  off  Newport  News  the  authority  and  object  for 
their  passing  the  blockade.  It  will  not  answer  to  allow  any  vessel  or 
steamboat,  though  hoisting  a  white  flag,  to  pass  unquestioned  and  un 
known. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S/P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Bear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  September  28,  1862. 
Actg.  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  : 
ADMIRAL  :  1  supposed  all  vessels  going  into  the  James  Eiver  or  the 
Nansemond  reported.     Colonel  Ludlow,  one  of  my  aides,  who  went  to 
Aiken's  Landing  with  flag  of  truce  twice,  told  me  he  reported  to  Cap 
tain  Eodgers  on  both  occasions,  before  you  came  from  Norfolk.    The 
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last  flag  that  went  up  a  few  days  ago  was  a*boat  from  Washington  in 
charge  of  an  officer  from  that  city.     He  was  not  aware,  I  presume,  of 
the  rule.     I  will  give  the  necessary  directions  to  the  captain  of  the 
port  here,  who  has  the  supervision  of  all  vessels  arriving  or  leaving. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  September  29,  1862. 
Ma).  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK: 

GENERAL:  In  my  letter  of  the  27th  instant  I  stated  that  permits  to 
trade  in  Norfolk  had  been  given  to  improper  persons.  Yesterday  Mr. 
Noyes,  the  person  I  alluded  to  as  having  been  turned  out  of  the  quar- 
master's  department  for  fraud  and  having  been  found  with  a  large 
quantity  of  quinine  in  Norfolk  sent  to  him  surreptitiously,  arrived  here, 
with  a  permit  from  General  Wadsworth  to  trade,  with  a  very  heavy 
invoice  of  merchandise — among  other  items  2,000  tons  of  coal.  I  am 
very  happy  to  know  that  such  a  supply  of  necessaries  is  to  go  to  Nor 
folk  for  the  relief  of  the  people,  but  I  greatly  regret  that  it  is  in  such 
hands.  At  the  same  time  the  quartermaster  has  received  for  examina 
tion  from  Mr.  Tucker,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  a  fraudulent  claim 
against  the  Government  from  this  same  man. 

There  also  arrived  here  yesterday  a  man  named  Ward  with  supplies 
for  the  Marine  Corps,  purchased  by  him  on  a  permit  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy.  He  refused  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  I  stopped 
the  goods.  I  sent  him  with  the  assistant  provost-marshal  to  General 
Viele,  who  reports  as  follows  : 

"  This  man  Ward  is  a  rebel  scoundrel,  who  was  imposed  upon  the 
provost-marshal  by  Captain  McCawley  (Marines),  who  is  certainly  very 
much  in  fault  in  the  matter.  The  man's  antecedents  are  bad.  Pie  has 
made  a  fortune  in  contracts  for  the  insurgents.  I  think  a  man  named 
Kirby,  a  renegade  Englishman,  is  the  agent  in  the  matter.'7 

If  there  had  been  a  proper  system  of  supervision  here  in  regard  to 
permits  to  trade  these  cases  would  not  have  occurred. 

I  think  this  will  show  the  importance  of  trusting  the  matter  of  grant 
ing  permits  to  the  commander  of  the  military  department  or  of  having 
a  special  agent  of  the  War  or  Treasury  Departments  here.  In  that 
case  Capt.  James  Millward,  jr.,  the  captain  of  the  port  here,  would  be 
a  proper  person,  and  his  duties  would  be  performed  under  ray  super 
vision.  He  keeps  an  account  of  all  supplies  received  for  the  inhab 
itants  around  here,  and  is  thus  able  to  tell  at  any  moment  what  any 
family  needs.  The  same  system  through  subordinates  might  be  ex 
tended  to  Norfolk. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

HDQRS.  DEPT-.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  September  29,  1862. 
Actg.  Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

.Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  : 
ADMIRAL  :  We  had  advices  yesterday  from  the  Blackwater.    The 
enemy  have  not  crossed,  nor  can  I  ascertain  that  they  have  been  re- 
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enforced.  I  think  there  ft  not  an  armed  insurgent  within  40  miles  of 
Norfolk,  unless  it  be  some  lurking  squads,  or  perhaps  companies,  in  the 
Dismal  Swamp.  In  the  mean  time  we  have  strengthened  Suffolk  so 
as  to  feel  confident  of  resisting  any  force  the  enemy  can  have  on  the 
Blackwater. 

I  have  fully  considered  the  matter  of  the  proposed  notice  to  the  people 
of  Norfolk  and  the  foreign  consuls  residing  there,  and  regret  to  differ 
in  opinion  with  you  in  regard  to  the  policy  of  giving  it  at  the  present 
time.  I  am  not  sure  that  we  can  say  that  Suffolk  is  threatened  until 
there  is  an  advance  of  the  enemy's  forces,  and  I  do  not  think  the  people 
of  Norfolk  should  be  disturbed  unnecessarily.  The  hostile  attack 
should  be  imminent.  A  notice  of  twenty-four  hours  is  all  that  is  needed 
in  case  of  an  attack  or  intended  bombardment,  and  where  we  are  merely 
acting  on  the  defensive  a  longer  one  cannot  be  expected  of  us. 

I  have  express  orders  not  to  allow  any  one  to  pass  through  our  lines 
without  the  permission  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  If  the  proposed 
notice  is  to  have  any  effect  at  all  it  will  be  to  induce  the  wealthier 
portions  of  the  people  to  leave,  and  they  are  in  general  opposed  to  us. 
The  poor,  among  whom  are  all  the  loyal  part  of  the  population,  have 
not  the  means  of  leaving.  The  result  would  therefore  be  to  drive  off 
those  who  sympathize  with  the  insurgents  and  diminish  the  objection 
on  the  part  of  their  forces  to  attack  the  place.  I  should,  moreover,  feel 
greatly  embarrassed  by  applications  to  pass  our  lines.  I  am  constantly 
refusing  them  now  to  parties  who  wish  to  go  to  Richmond.  The  pro 
posed  notice  would  insure  a  renewal  of  these  applications  and  impose 
on  me  the  obligation  to  grant  them  as  well  as  others  which  might  be 
made,  while  I  am  prohibited  from  doing  so. 

There  is  another  consideration :  I  do  not  like  at  this  time  to  acknowl 
edge  that  we  are  acting  on  the  defensive.  The  enemy,  as  I  see  from 
the  Richmond  papers,  have  been  expecting  an  attack  on  Petersburg, 
and  they  think  we  have  been  very  heavily  re-enforced  at  Suffolk.  The 
notice  would  be  an  acknowledgment  that  we  have  not  the  means  of 
making  an  aggressive  movement,  and  it  might  encourage  such  a  move 
ment  against  us. 

These  objections,  as  you  see,  relate  chiefly  to  time.  The  form  of  the 
notice  you  inclosed  to  me  is  entirely  unobjectionable.  The  only  sug 
gestion  that  occurs  to  me  is  the  addition  of  the  following  words  at  the 
close,  viz :  "  In  case  these  places  shall  be  assailed." 

If  you  will,  as  you  proposed  in  your  letter  of  the  2Gth,  send  me  such 
a  notice,  signed  by  yourself,  I  will  use  it  when  I  think  it  necessary. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  September  30,  1802. 

Lieut.  Com.  C.  W.  FLUSSER, 

Commanding  IT.  8.  Steamer  Commodore  Perry  : 

SIR  :  In  consequence  of  some  unexpected  obstacles  we  cannot  be 
ready  until  about  the  10th  proximo.  I  will  give  you  three  days' 
notice. 

The  bridge  has  not  been  reconstructed  at  Franklin  for  the  Roanoke 
and  Seaboard  Railroad,  but  a  floating  bridge  has  been  thrown  across 
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the  Blackwater  at  that  point.     A  large  force  has  been  sent  down  from 
Petersburg,  but  we  think  the  bulk  of  it  is  at  Zuni,  the  crossing  of  the 
Petersburg  road.     We  are  quite  strong  at  Suffolk. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


Abstract  from  Return  of  Hie  Department  of  Virginia,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix  commandir«j, 

for  September  30,  1862. 
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Abstract  from  Set  urn  of  tlie  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster  com 
manding,  for  September  30,  1862. 
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First  Brigade  (Col.  T.  J.   C. 
Amory). 
Second  Brigade  (Col.  T.  G.  Ste 
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Cavalry  (Lieut.  Col.  John  Mix)  . 
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UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  October  1,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  II.  S.  A., 

Comdff.  Seventh  Army  Corps ,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 

GENERAL  :  Your  communication  of  the  29th  was  received  yesterday. 

You  think  the  notice  proposed  by  me  on  the  25th  not  now  necessary, 

as  your  outpost  at  Suffolk  has  been  sufficiently  strengthened  and  as 

you  believe  there  is  not  now  an  armed  insurgent,  excepting  perhaps  some 

lurking  companies  in  the  Dismal  Swamp,  within  40  miles  of  Norfolk. 

The  situation  was  different  when  I  communicated  with  the  Department 
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in  reference  to  the  notice.  Then  you  had  just  informed  ine  that  the 
enemy  was  concentrating  and  threatening  to  attack  Suffolk  with  a 
force  double  our  own  there  in  numlbers ;  that  you  had  suggested  to 
General  Halleck  to  withdraw  the  troops  from  Suffolk,  which  he  declined 
to  do j  that  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  getting  between  Suffolk  and 
Norfolk  you  desired,  and  I  stationed,  a  gunboat  in  the  Western  Branch 
of  the  Nansemond;  and  General  Viele  had  recently  informed  me  that 
he  had  arranged  to  barricade  and  defend  Norfolk  or  a  part  of  the  town 
embracing  the  custom-house.  I  cheerfully  accept  your  opinion  that 
the  proposed  notice  is  not  necessary  at  the  present  time.  The  altera 
tion  you  propose  in  the  notice,  viz,  that  the  consuls,  women,  and  chil 
dren  should  leave,  "  in  case  these  places  shall  be  assailed,"  would,  I 
respectfully  suggest,  render  the  notice  inoperative ;  would  not  relieve 
these  non-combatants,  who  would  be  between  two  fires,  arid  might 
occasion  complaint  on  the  part  of  foreign  governments. 

As  you  also  think  a  notice  of  twenty-four  hours  would  be  sufficient 
and  that  no  notice  is  now  necessary,  I  presume  the  matter  had  better 
be  deferred  until  from  your  official  sources  of  information,  which  are 
better  than  mine,  you  think  it  time  to  act ;  of  which  I  hope  you  will 
duly  inform  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

P.  S. — A  steamboat  with  a  white  flag  hoisted  ran  this  blockade,  up 
James  Eiver,  to-day. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  October  1, 1862. 
Actg.  Kear-Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commandiny  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron : 

ADMIRAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  the  notice  you  sent 
me. 

I  also  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in 
regard  to  a  vessel  detained  at  Norfolk.  You  will  observe  that  the  right 
of  the  military  commander  to  clear  a  vessel  from  a  blockaded  port — the 
vessel  having  arrived  there  under  a  proper  clearance — is  distinctly  ad 
mitted.  This  will  relieve  the  question  of  supplies  for  Norfolk  of  a  good 
deal  of  difficulty.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  just  granted  a 
permit  for  a  very  large  quantity  of  necessaries — among  other  items,  2,000 
tons  of  coal.  The  inhabitants  have  no  money,  or  at  least  none  which 
the  importers  will  take.  They  must  therefore  pay  in  the  products  of 
their  labor — tobacco,  shingles,  sweet  potatoes,  &c.  Under  the  decision 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  they  may  do  so ;  and  I  trust,  as  the 
right  to  regulate  commerce  resides  in  the  Treasury  Department,  that 
you  will  not  consider  your  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
as  conflicting  with  this  decision.  This  rule  has  always  been  recognized 
heretofore.  On  the  return  of  a  vessel  entering  Norfolk  under  the  au 
thority  of  the  Treasury  Department,  with  merchandise,  I  have  author 
ized  her  to  be  .cleared,  with  a  cargo  of  agricultural  products,  to  any  port 
of  entry  in  a  loyal  State.  Were  it  otherwise  the  permit  to  carry  neces 
saries  there  would  be  a  mockery.  The  case  of  the  Marblehead  is  pre 
cisely  in  point,  for  she  was  regularly  cleared  for  Norfolk,  and  is  laden 
with  staves,  &c.,  for  a  return  cargo.  The  Secretary,  you  will  notice, 
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does  not  decide  her  case  as  a  special  one  but  states  the  rule  which 
covers  it. 

The  Delaware,  which  has  taken  the  place  of  the  Morse,  is  precisely 
what  we  want.  With  the  West  End,  a  heavy  tug  which  I  have  armed, 
we  shall  have  an  efficient  river  defense.  I  do  not  know  what  instruc 
tions  you  have  given  the  commander  of  the  Delaware,  and  I  will  be 
much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  request  him  to  act  in  conjunction  with 
the  West  End,  under  the  direction  of  Major-General  Peck,  who  will  be 
advised  of  all  exigencies  as  they  arise  and  know  how  to  meet  them. 
I  am,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  October  2,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  DIX,  U.  S.  A., 

Comdg.  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. : 
GENERAL  :  Your  communication  of  the  1st  instant  is  received.  I  do 
not  see  that  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  Mr.  Cutting 
respecting  the  schooner  Marblehead  allows  anything  more  than  that  she 
may  be  cleared  without  a  cargo  of  merchandise.  This  view  is  consistent 
with  my  instructions  of  September  18  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
which  I  read  to  you,  and  the  substance  of  which  I  wrote  to  you  on  the 
23d  ultimo.  The  conclusion  you  arrive  at  and  the  course  you  propose 
seem  to  me  to  be  clearly  in  conflict  with  my  orders.  Your  communica 
tion  and  this  reply  will,  however,  be  referred  to  the  Department  for  its 
consideration  and  decision. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  October  3,  1802. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  DIX,  U.  S.  A., 

Comdg.  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  My  instructions  to  the  commanding  naval  officer  in  the 
Nansemond  Kiver  are  to  go  up  as  near  as  he  can  to  the  West  Branch  of 
that  river  and  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing  there ;  to  endeavor  to 
intercept  rebel  mails  passing  along  there  and  between  Norfolk  and  Rich 
mond,  and  to  avail  himself  of  such  information  as  General  Peck,  from 
his  position,  may  be  enabled  to  give,  in  order  to  facilitate  a  co-operation 
with  General  Peck's  forces,  or  otherwise,  as  may  be  best,  against  the 
enemy.  I  hope  General  Peck  will  communicate  freely  with  our  gun 
boat. 

I  sent  the  Morse  to-day  to  relieve  the  Delaware,  the  latter  to  go  out 
side  awhile.  The  Morse  is  the  more  efficient  vessel  of  the  two,  as  she 
is  a  double-euder  and  does  not  have  to  turn  in  that  narrow  stream,  in 
doing  which  I  fear  the  Delaware  has  got  aground  as  she  has  not  yet 
returned. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Hear- Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


414  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  S.  E.  VIRGINIA.  [CHAP.  XXX. 

SUFFOLK,  October  3,  1862—10  p.  m. 
Major-General  Dix : 

Spear  was  induced  to  go  on  to  Franklin  in  consequence  of  supposed 
gunboat  firing.  He  has  held  the  enemy  at  bay  all  day  with  his  little 
force,  doing  them  much  harm.  For  the  night,  he  is  occupying  Beaver 
Dam  Church.  He  has  positive  orders  to  fall  back  upon  Wessells,  10  or 
12  miles  from  here,  toward  Western  Branch  Church.  Enemy's  pickets, 
infantry  and  cavalry,  reported  at  Windsor;  probably  result  of  deserter's 
information.  Gunboats  have  not  reached  Franklin.  Spear  has  done 
splendidly. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  VIRGINIA, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  October  3,  1862. 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  : 
ADMIRAL  :  I  very  much  regret  that  last  steamer  sent  with  flag  of 
truce  to  Aiken's  Landing  should  have  passed  you  without  reporting. 
It  was  sent  off  in  great  haste,  on  a  direction  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
with  an  officer  who  had  never  before  been  on  that  service.  I  have  taken 
such  measures  as  I  trust  will  effectually  prevent  any  such  failure  to  re 
port  hereafter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  yesterday,  and  am,  very  respectfully,  admiral,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  October  3,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Commander-in-  Chief  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  everything  is  quiet 
throughout  this  department,  and  as  I  am  in  the  habit  of  making  con 
stant  armed  reconnaissances  very  little  picket  firing  even  is  at  the  out 
posts. 

The  health  of  the  troops  is  not  particularly  good  just  now  (we  have 
some  1,500  sick),  but  is  improving,  and  expect  that  cold  weather  -will 
soon  bring  them  up. 

Our  hospital  arrangements  we  have  perfected  to  a  great  degree  here, 
Beaufort,  and  Portsmouth,  and  we  think  they  will  compare  most  favor 
ably  with  any  United  States  hospitals  elsewhere. 

During  our  stay  here  we  have  formed  and  equipped,  mounted  and 
drilled,  five  light  batteries  from  the  Third  New  York  Artillery.  My 
requisitions  for  this  object  on  the  Ordnance  Department  have  met  gen 
erally  prompt  and  full  attention ;  the  men  are  good,  the  officers  take  hold, 
and  the  batteries  are,  I  think,  quite  efficient.  I  am  now  reorganizing 
the  batteries  (2)  of  the  New  York  Rocket  Battalion,  and  for  this  pur 
pose  have  required  for  six  Napoleons  arid  the  necessary  number  of 
horses,  which  we  hope  will  be  promptly  filled ;  also  requisitions  for 
cavalry  horses  to  mount  recruits  and  remount  men  whose  horses  have 
been  killed  in  service  or  by  an  epidemic  which  broke  out  in  the  summer. 

I  had  the  honor  to  make  a  brief  statement  of  my  force  iij.  my  letter  of 
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September  24,  and  to  request  re-enforcements  of  infantry  to  be  sent  if 
it  was  expected  of  me  to  go  into  active  service  during  the  cool  weather 
now  rapidly  approaching.  Further  reflection  on  this  subject  has  con 
vinced  me  of  the  propriety  of  my  request,  and  especially  as  regards  new 
regiments,  and  I  beg  leave  to  reurge  this  matter  and  to  further  say  that, 
even  if  it  is  not  intended  that  I  should  make  any  decided  movement, 
this  place  presents  very  great  facilities  as  a  camp  of  instruction  for  a 
very  large  body  of  troops  and  would  be  more  available  for  operations 
on  the  flank  of  the  enemy  should  that  be  rendered  necessary  by  their 
retreat  from  Richmond  or  from  any  other  cause.  Even  if  thirty  or  forty 
new  regiments  be  sent  I  will  devote  my  personal  time  to  drilling  and 
perfecting  them  in  their  duties.  I  have  several  old  colonels  who  are 
abundantly  able  to  assist  me  in  training  the  regiments  in  battalion  and 
brigade  movements. 

I  take  measures  to  be  fully  informed  through  deserters,  spies,  &c.,  of 
the  enemy's  strength,  preparations  for  defense,  and  movements  in  this 
department. 

Between  this  point  and  Raleigh  there  are  about  8,000  men,  princi 
pally  infantry,  two  regiments  of  cavalry,  and  a  small  force  of  light 
artillery.  In  the  country  between  the  Tar  and  Eoanoke  Elvers  there 
is  a  movable  force  of  about  3,000  men,  threatening  Washington  and 
'Plymouth,  and  fearing  to  attack  either. 

iky  informant  says  that  a  permanent  guard  of  one  regiment  is  kept 
at  Weldon  Bridge;  but  there  are  other  supporting  bodies  that  could 
be  concentrated  to  the  amount  of  5,000  or  10,000  men  before  I  could 
reach  there.  This,  of  course,  is  independent  of  any  force  that  might  be 
sent  from  Richmond  or  Petersburg. 

At  Wilmington  and  in  the  defenses  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cape  Fear 
River  are  about  3,000  men.  The  extent  and  strength  of  the  defenses 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Cape  Fear  have  been  largely  increased  of  late.  On 
Federal  Point,  north  of  New  Inlet,  a  long  line  of  batteries  has  been 
erected,  inclosing  in  their  limits  the  light-house  and  terminating  beyond 
in  a  large  and  strong  work  called  Fort  Fisher.  The  number  of  guns 
mounted  are  thirty-six,  several  of  which  are  of  so  great  caliber  as  to 
throw  shot  farther  than  any  guns  carried  by  the  present  blockading 
squadron.  The  force  of  the  forfc  is  now  actively  engaged  in  erecting 
a  large  bomb-proof  casemate  battery  of  six  heavy  guns.  Across  New 
Inlet  is  Turk's  Island,  on  which  there  is  a  battery  of  six  guns.  At  the 
mouth  of  the  Cape  Fear  River,  Fort  Caswell  has  been  strengthened,  but 
to  what  extent  I  am  unable  to  say;  the  sand-hills,  however,  within 
range  of  its  guns,  have  been  leveled,  so  as  to  afford  no  shelter. 

Fort  Johnston  consists  of,  in  addition  to  the  original  block-house,  a 
battery  of  at  least  three  guns.  Ascending  the  river  the  defenses  are, 
first.  Fort  Saint  Philip,  at  Old  Brunswick,  mounting  nine  guns,  bearing 
on  the  river — open  gorge.  On  the  east  side  are  three  batteries  :  First, 
Lazaretto  Battery,  mounting  three  guns;  second,  Fort  French,  a  bomb 
proof,  mounting  three  guns ;  third,  Fort  Ellis,  mounting  seven  guns. 
The  first  battery  is  about  7  miles  from  Wilmington;  the  second  is 
within  500  yards  of  the  first,  and  the  third  3J  miles  from  the  first,  and 
are  all  open  gorge.  There  are  also  small  batteries  protecting  the  roads 
to  Masonborough  Inlet. 

Epaulements  for  the  purpose  of  sheltering  field  pieces  are  thrown  up 
at  intervals  from  Fort  Fisher  to  Masonborough  Inlet.  The  pieces 
usually  sent  on  the  beach  are  two  heavy  breech-loading  English  rifled 
guns,  saved  from  the  wreck  of  the  Modern  Greece.  I  have  late  infor 
mation  that  Masonborough  Inlet  is  extensively  used  by  light-draught 
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vessels  in  running  the  blockade.  At  last  dates  there  were  there -for  ty- 
three  light  schooners.  I  have  informed  the  naval  commanders  of  that 
fact.  There  are  also  some  salt-works  at  that  place  and  on  the  adjoining 
waters.  The  distance  is  too  great  for  an  expedition  from  here,  unless  the 
same  expedition  were  to  attack  Wilmington  itself.  I  have  destroyed 
all  the  salt-works  within  reach  of  me,  as  per  previous  report. 

I  am  advancing  the  defenses  of  this  town,  and  they  are  now  strong 
enough  to  require  a  siege  to  take,  I  think.  The  defenses  of  Washing 
ton,  which  were  not  mounted  oj  garrisoned  at  the  time  of  the  recent 
attack,  are  now  both,  and  are  sufficiently  strong  to  offer  very  great  re 
sistance  to  an  attempt  at  a  coup  de  main. 

\  am  erecting  block-houses  at  all  the  lesser  exposed  points  on  the 
line  of  the  railroad,  &c.  Many  are  finished  and  the  rest  are  progress 
ing  well. 

I  omitted  to  mention,  in  speaking  of  Wilmington,  that  yellow  fever 
has  broken  out  there  and  bids  fair  to  become  an  epidemic.  The  in 
habitants  have  fled  the  town;  the  telegraph  office  is  closed,  and  all  work 
on  the  iron-clad  gunboats  now  building  there  is  suspended.  Concern 
ing  these  gunboats  I  have  some  information  which  I  deem  accurate,  and 
which  I  will  give  in  brief  as  you  may  desire  to  communicate  the  same  to 
the  Navy  Department:  They  are  150  feet  in  length,  35  or  40  feet  beam, 
and  will  draw  some  14  feet  water.  They  are  simply  intended  for  river 
defense  and  are  not  designed  to  cross  the  bar.  The  engines  are  from 
the  Modern  Greece  and  the  Uncle  Ben.  They  are  not  yet  set  in.  Five 
weeks'  work  will  be  necessary  to  finish  the  first  and  three  months  for 
the  second.  They  are  to  be  plated  with  railroad  iron  and  built  after 
the  pattern  of  the  Merrimac  No.  1. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEK, 

Major- General. 


SUFFOLK,  October  5,  1862. 
General  Dix: 

Although  I  supposed  the  9th  would  be  the  day,  yet  1  felt  anxious 
about  matters  in  the  direction  of  Franklin  •  the  more  so  as  the  enemy 
was  advancing  his  picket  line  some  4  or  5  miles  from  the  river;  hence 
I  sent  Spear  for  information  upon  which  to  base  action.  He  was  at 
Franklin  from  an  early  hour  till  after  midnight.  Longer  delay  under 
the  circumstances  would  have  been  risky.  My  information  about  the 
obstructions  led  me  to  doubt  their  ability  to  co-operate.  Sent  a  party 
to  the  South  Quay  region  last  night  to  return  via  Wianoke  and  Somer- 
ton  with  information  of  the  boats;  will  aid  if  possible.  We  have  acted 
in  good  faith,  and,  as  you  remark,  no  blame  can  attach  to  us.  I  shall 
strive  to  reflect  your  views,  and  trust  my  efforts  will  command  your 
approval. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

OffNeivport  News,  October  5,  1862. 

General  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.  : 
GENERAL  :  I  regret  to  have  to  inform  you  of  a  violation  of  the  block 
ade  by  the  schooner  Caspar  Heft,  chartered  on  the  1st  instant  by  Cattell 
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&  Moore,  to  take  a  load  of  shingles  from  Suffolk  to  Philadelphia,  and 
with  a  permit,  dated  October  1,  from  General  Viele's  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  the  provost-marshal  of  Norfolk,  to  Cattell  &  Moore  to  send  this 
schooner  to  Suffolk  to  load  with  shingles.  Lieutenant  Babcock,  of  the 
Morse,  reports  that  this  schooner  is  in  ballast  and  that  her  master  in 
formed  him  that  these  shingles  are  for  a  private  speculation  and  not  for 
the  army  or  navy.  I  had  the  honor  to  read  to  you  my  instructions 
from  the  Department  on  this  subject  and  to  communicate  to  you  the 
substance  of  them  on  the  22d  ultimo.  Under  these  instructions  I  can 
not  recognize  this  permit  or  allow  this  trade. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


WASHINGTON,  D.  0.,  October  6, 1862. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe : 

GENERAL  :  Your  communications  of  the  27th  and  29th  ultimo  in  re 
gard  to  trade  with  Norfolk  have  been  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  I  am  directed  to  reply  that  trade  with  that  post  is  under  the 
general  control  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Nevertheless,  as 
commanding  officer  of  the  department,  you  have  full  authority  to  com 
pel  all  vessels  to  report  to  you  for  inspection,  and  to  take  such  other 
measures  as  maybe  necessary  to  prevent  frauds. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  October  6,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 
GENERAL  :  Your  communication  to  me  of  the  1st  instant,  and  its  in- 
closure,  with  my  reply  in  copy,  were  referred  to  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  the  Navy.  In  reply  thereto  the  Department  writes  that  my  decis 
ion  in  the  matter  is  correct  and  in  conformity  with  instructions  and 
the  law  of  blockade ;  that  there  must  be  no  traffic — no  return  cargo ; 
that  supplies  may  be  conveyed  to  the  troops  but  not  to  the  people  of 
Norfolk  and  Virginia. 

I  respectfully  request  your  aid  in  your  department  in  putting  a  stop 
to  all  further  attempts  to  violate  the  blockade  and  the  instructions  of 
the  Department,  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear -Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  October  6,  1862. 
Actg.  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  : 
ADMIRAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com 
munication  of  this  date,  and  to  say  in  reply  that  I  shall  do  all  in  my 
27  R  R— VOL  xvni 
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power  hereafter,  as  I  have  heretofore,  to  aid  you  iii  preventing  any 
commercial  intercourse  with  Norfolk  except  such  as  is  permitted  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  under  special  permits  granted  in  con 
formity  to  the  printed  regulations  concerning  internal  and  coastwise 
intercourse,  of  which  I  sent  you  a  copy.  I  have  not,  since  I  received 
those  regulations,  granted  permission  to  any  vessel  or  any  merchandise 
to  leave  this  post  for  Norfolk  except  in  compliance  with  them. 

The  terms  of  instructions  quoted  by  you  as  having  been  received  by 
the  Navy  Department  are  so  broad  that  I  desire  in  order  to  understand 
the  interpretation  you  put  on  them  to  make  a  few  inquiries  for  my  own 
guidance.  They  state  that  "  supplies  may  be  conveyed  to  the  troops 
but  not  to  the  people  of  Norfolk." 

Do  you  understand  this  declaration  to  include  supplies  of  merchan 
dise  cleared  for  Norfolk  under  the  regulations  referred  to  and  intended 
for  the  people  and  not  for  the  troops  ? 

The  instructions  also  declare  "  that  there  must  be  no  traffic — no  re 
turn  cargo."  Do  you  understand  that  you  are  to  prevent  the  traffic 
carried  on  under  special  permits  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
and  in  conformity  to  the  regulations  ? 

The  Marblehead  was  allowed  to  return  from  Norfolk  with  a  cargo 
under  a  permit  and  under  a  rule  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  If  another  vessel  with  a  "return  cargo"  should,  under  this 
rule,  be  cleared  for  a  Northern  port  by  a  permit  from  the  commander  of 
the  military  department,  would  you  consider  it  your  duty  to  stop  her 
under  your  instructions  from  the  Navy  Department? 

If,  under  your  instructions,  "  no  traffic"  is  allowed,  what  "trade"  in 
or  shipments  of  cotton  or  other  merchandise,  conducted  in  pursuance  of 
said  regulations,  are  referred  to  and  authorized  by  the  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  page  8  of  the  pamphlet  edition  of  the  regula 
tions? 

A  gentleman  has  exhibited  to  me  a  permit  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  on  the  certificate  and  request  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to 
carry  a  large  quantity  of  supplies  to  the  people  of  Norfolk.  Among 
other  items  are  2,000  tons  of  coal,  of  which  only  1GO  tons  have  been  de 
livered.  Do  you  consider  your  instructions  as  requiring  you  to  stop 
the  remaining  1,840  tons  of  coal  and  the  other  supplies  enumerated  in 
the  permit? 

I  make  these  inquiries  not  only  because  I  desire  to  understand  your 
own  views  distinctly,  but  because  the  instructions  you  have  received, 
if  taken  literally,  seem  to  me  to  be  inconsistent  and  in  conflict  with  the 
regulations  which  both  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  have  sanc 
tioned.  In  a  word,  I  do  not  see  how  any  traffic  should  be  provided  for 
and  regulated  if  "no  traffic"  is  allowed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  T7a.,  October  8,  1862. 
Hon.  E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

SIR:  The  condition  of  the  people  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  is  such 
as  to  demand  the  immediate  and  decisive  action  of  the  Government. 
It  is  fully  set  forth  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  4th  September  and  in  my 
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letter  to  Major- General  Halleck  of  the  27th.  There  is  this  difference, 
however,  that  their  sufferings  for  want  of  the  necessaries  of  life  are  con 
stantly  and  rapidly  increasing.  A  fortnight  ago  flour  was  $16 -a  barrel; 
it  is  now  $25.  We  have  shut  them  out  from  the  sources  of  suprHy^ofcli 
North  and  South. 

The  Treasury  Department,  on  the  28th  of  August  last,  prescribed 
"Begulations  concerning  commercial  intercourse  with  insurrectionary 
States  and  sections."  The  Secretaries  of  War  and  Navy  by  separate 
orders  called  on  the  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  to  respect  and  carry 
out  these  regulations.  On  the  other  hand  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
notwithstanding  this  direction  to  naval  officers,  has  instructed  Admiral 
Lee  to  allow  no  traffic  whatever. 

It  is  not  impossible  that  this  conflict  in  the  Secretary's  own  orders 
has  arisen  from  the  construction  given  by  him  to  regulation  3,  which 
forbids  any  "clearance  or  permit  whatsoever  to  any  port,  place,  or  sec 
tion  affected  by  the  existing  blockade  except  for  military  purposes."  If 
it  be  so,  he  is  in  conflict  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Sec 
retary  of  War,  who  are  jointly  (the  former  at  the  request  of  the  latter) 
granting  such  permits  for  traffic  with  Norfolk,  though  to  an  extent  too 
limited  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  people. 

I  desire,  in  the  first  place,  to  suggest  that  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth 
are  not  blockaded  ports  ;  that  they  lack  the  fundamental  condition  of 
a  blockade — hostile  possession.  That  this  is  the  view  taken  by  the 
Treasury  and  Wrar  Departments  I  cannot  doubt,  for  they  would  other 
wise  have  been  restrained  by  regulation  3  from  granting  any  permits 
or  clearances.  The  fact  that  they  are  granting  such  permits  and  clear 
ances  shows  conclusively  that  they  do  not  regard  them  as  blockaded. 
The  laws  of  blockade,  therefore,  have  no  application  to  them.  I  have 
insisted  uniformly  that  it  is  a  case  of  military  occupation,  and  that 
those  places  are  governed  by  the  commander  of  the  military  forces 
under  the  laws  of  war ;  that  it  is  his  province  to  allow  so  much  com 
mercial  intercourse  as  is  necessary  for  the  comfort  of  the  troops  and  of 
the  inhabitants,  subject  to  such  restrictions  as  the  Government  should 
think  proper  to  impose  on  him,  and  that  neutral  nations  can  raise  no 
question  in  regard  to  such  intercourse  under  the  laws  of  blockade. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  also  instructed  Admiral  Lee  to  allow 
no  return  cargo  to  be  cleared  from  Norfolk  in  the  vessels  sent  there 
with  supplies  for  the  people.  These  instructions  are  also  in  direct  con 
flict  with  those  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  On  application  to 
the  latter  a  few  days  since  he  authorized  the  schooner  Marblehead  to 
be  cleared  from  Norfolk  with  a  cargo  of  staves  and  headings,  and  in 
the  same  paper  the  right  to  the  military  commander  to  clear  vessels  on 
the  return  voyage  was  distinctly  recognized  and  conceded.  It  is  re 
spectfully  submitted  that  any  other  rule  would  be  a  mockery.  The 
inhabitants  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  have  no  money — nothing,  at  all 
events,  which  importers  from  the  loyal  States  will  take — and  a  denial  of 
the  privilege  of  giving  in  exchange  and  sending  away  the  products  of 
their  own  labor  is  equivalent  to  a  denial  of  all  supplies.  I  therefore 
respectfully  ask  the  decision  of  the  Government  on  the  following  points: 

1st.  Is  Norfolk  a  blockaded  port,  or  is  it  a  place  held  by  military 
occupation  and  governed  by  the  laws  of  war'? 

2d.  Is  it  not  open  to  the  traffic  provided  for  in  the  regulations  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  28th  August  ? 

3d.  When  supplies  under  the  authority  of  the  proper  departments 
are  sent  to  Norfolk  is  not  the  military  commander  at  liberty  to  grant 
clearances  to  the  vessels  carrying  such  supplies  with  a  return  cargo  of 
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the  products  of  the  labor  of  the  inhabitants  or  other  merchandise  to 
any  port  in  a  loyal  State  ? 

4th.  May  not  the  commander  of  the  military  department  under  the 
laws  of  war  authorize  the  introduction  into  Norfolk  of  such  necessaries 
of  life  as  are  required  to  save  the  inhabitants  from  suffering  by  hunger 
and  cold  ? 

When  these  questions  are  decided  I  respectfully  request  that  the 
naval  commander  may  receive  such  instructions  as  to  prevent  any  con 
flict  or  misunderstanding  with  the  commander  of  the  military  forces. 
I  request,  further,  as  a  matter  of  more  pressing  necessity,  that  such 
instructions  may  be  given  to  him  as  to  obviate  the  existing  conflict 
with  the  Treasury  and  War  Departments. 

In  the  mean  time  I  desire  to  apprise  you  that  as  I  put  on  the  regula 
tions  of  the  28th  of  August,  which  have  your  sanction,  a  construction 
entirely  different  from  that  apparently  given  to  them  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  under  which  he  has  instructed  Admiral  Lee  to  allow  no 
traffic  with  the  people  of  Norfolk,  I  shall  consider  it  my  duty  if  sup 
plies  come  here  with  your  permit  and  that  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas 
ury  to  allow  them  to  go  to  Norfolk,  notwithstanding  the  seemingly  con 
flicting  instructions  referred  to  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  Neivs,  Va.,  October  8,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  DIX,  TJ.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  yesterday 
of  your  communication  dated  the  6th  instant. 

I  see  no  difficulty  in  executing  my  instructions  from  the  Navy  Depart 
ment  (the  substance  of  which  I  have  communicated  to  you  under  dates 
of  September  18  and  23  and  October  4)  in  connection  with  the  printed 
regulations  to  which  you  refer. 

Permits  given  by  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury,  War,  or  Navy  will 
be  respected,  but  not  if  given  by  any  other  officer. 

No  vessel  will  be  allowed  to  pass  the  guard  vessel  with  merchandise 
until  her  permit  and  manifest  have  been  examined  by  me — in  my  ab 
sence,  by  the  senior  officer — and  found  to  be  duly  authorized.  A  vessel 
attempting  to  pass  under  an  unauthorized  permit  will  be  seized  and 
the  facts  reported  to  the  Navy  Department. 

Vessels  with  army  supplies  will  be  passed  under  a  certificate  from 
headquarters  that  they  contain  only  army  supplies  and  no  merchandise  j 
this  certificate  to  be  left  with  the  guard  vessel. 

In  either  case  the  papers  justifying  admission  will  be  forwarded  to  the 
Navy  Department. 

By  my  communication  to  you  of  October  6  you  were  informed  that 
the  Navy  Department,  after  seeing  a  copy  of  your  letter  dated  October 
1,  and  of  its  inclosed  copy  of  Secretary  Chase's  letter  of  September  27 
to  Mr.  E.  H.  Cutting,  decided  that  the  Marblehead  was  not  authorized 
to  take  a  return  cargo.  The  report  made  to  me  from  the  guard  vessel, 
whose  commander  has  since  been  detached  from  the  squadron,  was  that 
the  Marblehead  passed  out  in  ballast.  I  am  now  surprised  to  learn  from 
your  letter  of  October  6  that  this  vessel  "  was  allowed  to  return  from 
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Norfolk  with  a  cargo,  under  a  permit  and  under  a  rule  prescribed  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 

I  know  not  who  gave  such  a  permit.  Neither  it,  nor  a  rule  for  it,  can 
be  found  in  the  above-mentioned  copy  of  Secretary  Chase's  letter  to  Mr. 
Cutting.  The  proceeding  was  a  manifest  violation  of  the  blockade;  it 
is  my  duty  to  state  the  facts  to  the  Department. 

I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  the  War  or  Treasury  Department  can  best 
explain  any  part  of  the  printed  instructions  not  distinct  to  you.  Per 
haps  embarrassment  arises  from  considering  that  the  port  of  Norfolk, 
the  blockade  of  which  has  never  been  raised  by  proclamation  of  the 
President,  is  to  be  regarded  as  on  the  same  footing  as  the  ports  of  Beau 
fort  and  New  Orleans. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S."  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  October  9,  1862. 
Actg.  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  : 

ADMIRAL  :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com 
munication  of  the  8th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  7th,  and  am 
happy  to  know  that  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  de 
claring  that  "  no  traffic  "  should  be  permitted  with  Norfolk,  is  not  con 
sidered  as  interfering  with  traffic  by  permits  given  under  the  regulations 
concerning  coastwise  intercourse,  &c. 

In  regard  to  the  schooner  Marblehead  the  permit  to  pass  was  given 
at  Norfolk  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  27th  of 
September,  written  in  reply  to  one,  from  Mr.  Cutting  asking  a  clear 
ance  for  the  vessel  and  a  return  cargo,  as  was  stated  by  him,  although 
the  return  cargo  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Secretary's  answer.  I  have 
sent  to  Washington  to  ascertain  whether  it  was  mentioned  in  Mr.  Cut 
ting's  letter  which  the  (Secretary  acknowledges. 

The  Marblehead  was  cleared  before  any  notice  of  the  view  taken  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was  received.  WThy  she  was  reported  to  you 
as  cleared  in  ballast  I  cannot  imagine. 

I  have  brought  the  whole  subject  of  traffic  with  Norfolk  before  the 
Government  and  trust  that  it  will  be  disposed  of  in  some  satisfactory 
mode.  Among  other  questions  I  have  specifically  referred  to  is  that  of 
return  cargoes.  In  the  mean  time  I  shall  act  in  strict  conformity  to 
the  regulations. 

I  have  just  learned  that  a  permit  was  granted  yesterday  in  my  ab 
sence,  at  the  request  of  General  Viele,  to  a  schooner  laden  with  coal  and 
lumber  for  Norfolk,  and  that  the  captain  of  the  guard  boat  after  allow 
ing  her  to  pass  sent  to  Norfolk  to  recall  her,  I  have  directed  that 
she  be  sent  back  as  he  requests.  I  have  not  seen  her  papers,  but  be 
lieve  that  the  permit  was  improperly  granted  by  Captain  Mill  ward. 
The  schooner  came  here  with  a  regular  clearance  for  Norfolk,  as  I  am. 
informed,  but  the  permit  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  wanting. 
I  shall  see  that  there  is  no  recurrence  of  this  irregularity. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

P.  S. — I  have,  on  reflection,  thought  best  to  notice  briefly  the  sug 
gestion  in  your  letter  "  that  the  War  or  Treasury  Departments  can  best 
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explain  any  part  of  the  printed  instructions  not  distinct  to  me."  I  be 
lieve  I  have  a  perfectly  distinct  understanding  of  them.  The  questions 
I  proposed  to  you  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  how  you 
understood  them,  with  a  sincere  desire  to  obviate  all  misunderstanding 
between  us  in  carrying  them  out,  and  if  we  disagreed  to  ask  the  de 
cision  of  the  proper  authority. 

The  grounds  I  have  taken  with  the  Government  are  briefly  these  : 

1st.  That  Norfolk  is  not  a  blockaded  port ;  that  it  lacks  the  funda 
mental  condition  of  a  blockade — hostile  possession. 

2d.  That  if  it  were  a  blockaded  port  the  traffic  allowed  under  the 
regulations  concerning  coastwise  intercourse  is  in  violation  of  the  laws 
of  blockade  recognized  by  civilized  States.  No  nation  can  shut  out 
neutrals  from  intercourse  with  a  blockaded  port  and  allow  intercourse 
with  it  to  its  own  people. 

3d.  That  Norfolk  not  being  a  hostile  possession,  but  held  as  a  mili 
tary  occupation,  we  are  free  to  allow  so  much  traffic  as  is  necessary  for 
military  purposes  and  to  prevent  those  whom  we  have  subjected  to  our 
power  from  suffering  by  hunger  or  cold — a  duty  dictated  by  the  com 
monest  principles  of  humanity,  and  that  it  is  on  those  conditions  only 
that  the  traffic  allowed  under  the  regulations  can  be  justified. 

I  do  not  state  these  views  with  the  desire  or  expectation  of  influ 
encing  your  own,  but  to  advise  you  frankly  of  the  grounds  I  have  taken. 
I  deem  this  frankness  due  to  the  relations  between  us. 

I  have  instructed  the  provost- marshal  at  Norfolk  to  issue  no  permits 
for  vessels  with  return  cargoes  or  to  vessels  desirous  of  exporting  do 
mestic  or  other  products  until  the  decision  of  the  Government  is 
known. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA. 

Off  Newport  News,  October  10,  1862. 

General  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. : 
GENERAL:  The  steamer  John  A.  Warner  passed  up  this  morning 
under  a  flag  of  truce  and  in  charge  of  an  army  officer,  who  was  recog 
nized  by  the  boarding  officer  from  this  ship.     I  will  feel  obliged  to  you  if 
the  officers  in  charge  of  steamers  on  this  duty  would  exhibit  written 
authority  to  me  from  your  headquarters,  as  they  generally  do. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  October  10,  18G2. 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fort  Monroe^  Va. : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  to-night  of 
your  communication  of  the  9th  instant. 

The  words  uno  traffic,"  to  which  you  refer,  related  to  such  unauthor 
ized  traffic  as  in  the  case  in  hand — that  of  the  schooner  Marblehead — 
but  did  not  revoke  my  previous  instructions  to  respect  the  permits  of 
the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments.  I  have  seen  but  one  duly- 
authorized  permit,  viz,  that  given  by  the  War  Department,  at  the  in- 
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stance  of  the  Peruvian  minister,  to  the  agents  of  the  Peruvian  Govern 
ment  to  reship  from  Norfolk  the  guano  belonging  to  that  Government, 
which  permit  was  immediately  respected  by  me.  If  Mr.  Cutting  applied 
for,  and  the  Treasury  Department  did  not  give  him,  a  permit  to  take 
a  return  cargo  in  the  Marblehead,  it  was  a  virtual  refusal  of  such  a 
permit  by  that  Department  instead  of  being  a  permit  to  take  a  return 
cargo  as  construed  and  carried  out  by  General  Viele.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  only  ruled  that  the  Marblehead — the  vessel  only — might 
be  "cleared"  (have  permission  to  sail),  not  with  a  cargo,  and  did  not,  I 
respectfully  submit,  authorize  her  being  cleared,  as  she  was,  with  a 
return  cargo,  under  a  military  permit  purporting  to  be  based  on  a  rule 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  which  cannot  be  construed  from  the  copy 
you  sent  me  of  Mr.  Chase's  letter  to  Mr.  Cutting  of  September  27. 
This  military  permit  for  a  return  cargo  was,  I  beg  leave  to  remind  you, 
in  conflict  with  my  instructions  from  the  Navy  Department,  which  I 
had  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  on  the  23d-24th  of  September, 
six  days  previous  to  the  sailing  of  the  Marblehead. 

It  appears  that  the  scliooner  Conrad  Fox,  which  you  say  came  to 
Fortress  Monroe  loaded  with  coal  and  lumber  for  Norfolk,  did  not,  as  you 
were  informed,  come  to  Fortress  Monroe  u  with  a  regular  clearance  for 
Norfolk."  The  captain  of  this  schooner  informed  Captain  Case  to-day  that 
he  has  no  clearance  or  manifest,  as  there  was  no  custom-house  at  Havre 
de  Grace  to  issue  them.  Besides  her  enrollment  and  license  for  coast 
ing  trade  she  has  nothing  but  a  bill  of  lading,  dated  Havre  de  Grace, 
September  27,  1862,  for  85  tons  of  coal  and  5,000  feet  of  cullings,  to 
be  delivered  to  Kimberly  &  Bros.,  at  Norfolk,  Ya.  On  the  back  of  this 
bill  of  lading  are  the  following  indorsements : 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  October  8,  1S6'2. 

Permission  is  hereby  given  to  Messrs.  Kimberly  &  Bros,  to  receive  from  Fortress 
Monroe  85  tons  of  coal,  per  schooner  Conrad  Fox. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Viele : 

J.  H.  LIEBENAU, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Prvvost- Marshal. 

Approved  and  permitted. 

JAMES  MILLWARD, 

Captain  of  Port,  $c. 

Lumber  is  included  in  the  above  permit  from  Norfolk. 

EGBERT  L.  VIELE, 

lirif/adier-GencraL 

Whilst  the  Conrad  Fox  had  no  special  permit  from  the  Treasury,  War, 
or  Navy  Departments  to  trade,  and  not  even  the  usual  custom-house 
clearance,  the  military  facilities  shown  by  these  indorsements  were,  I 
regret  to  find,  given  to  her  to  trade  here  in  violation  of  the  instructions 
of  the  Government,  which  I  had  duly  and  seasonably  communicated  to 
you.  The  Conrad  Fox  was  boarded  by  an  officer  from  the  Victoria 
(guard  vessel),  near  Norfolk,  on  the  8th,  and  her  papers  examined  and 
found  informal.  When  this  officer  returned  and  made  his  report  to  the 
commander  of  the  Victoria  the  latter  immediately  dispatched  a  boat  to 
bring  the  Conrad  Fox  back,  but  she  got  to  the  wharf  at  Norfolk  before 
the  boat  could  reach  her,  when  the  provost-marshal  interfered  and 
claimed  control  of  the  vessel.  He  delivered  her  up  on  the  9th  instant, 
by  your  order,  and  I  am  relieved  by  your  assurance  that  there  shall  be 
u  no  recurrence  of  this  irregularity."  I  am  gratified  that  the  provost- 
marshal  at  Norfolk  has  your  instructions  "to  issue  no  permits  to  ves 
sels  with  return  cargoes  or  to  vessels  desirous  of  exporting  domestic 
or  other  products  until  the  decision  of  the  Government  is  known." 
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Whilst  wishing  to  avoid  all  discussion  about  the  policy  of  the  block 
ade  here,  in  my  reply  of  the  8th  to  yours  of  the  7th  instant  I  endeav 
ored  to  meet  the  scope  of  your  questions  by  stating  what  my  instruc 
tions,  which  I  had  some  time  before  communicated  to  you,  required  me 
to  do. 

Allow  me  in  conclusion  to  thank  you  for  the  frankness  with  which 
you  have  communicated  to  me  your  views,  and  to  say  that  whatever 
may  be  the  determination  of  the  Government  upon  the  points  you 
have  presented  it  will  be  my  duty  and  effort  at  all  times  to  carry  out 
faithfully  my  instructions  from  the  Department,  and  in  the  manner  the 
most  convenient  to  the  administration  of  your  branch  of  the  public 
service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Washington,  October  10,  1862. 

DEAR  HOFFMAN  :  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  sent  by  flag  of  truce, 
and  copy  of  an  order  issued  with  regard  to  the  shooting  of  vedettes  or 
pickets,  and  the  paroles  of  two  wounded  prisoners  sent  outside  the  lines. 
The  letter  and  order  were  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  General 
Foster. 

******* 

Yours,  truly, 

EDWAED  E.  POTTEE. 

[luclosures.] 

HEADQUARTERS, 

Washington,  N.  C.,  October  9,  1862. 
Commanding  Officer  Confederate  Forces  nearest  Washington  : 

SIR  :  I  send  by  flag  of  truce,  of  which  Captain  Willson,  Third  New 
York  Cavalry,  is  the  bearer,  Surgeon  Stone  and  two  paroled  prisoners. 
By  the  advice  and  suggestion  of  Major-General  Foster,  commanding 
the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to 
inquire  whether  the  inhuman  and  murderous  practice  of  shooting  pickets 
and  vedettes  is  countenanced  by  the  officers  of  the  Confederate  Army. 
Brigadier- General  Martin  in  conversation  with  General  Burnside. 
and  Captain  Tucker  while  here  a  few  days  ago  as  the  bearer  of  a  flag 
of  truce,  both  denounced  this  custom  and  agreed  to  use  their  best  en 
deavors  to  put  an  end  to  it.  Notwithstanding  this  agreement  and  these 
denunciations  two  of  our  vedettes  were  yesterday  murdered  in  the  most 
cold-blooded  manner. 

I  desire  to  know  whether  these  acts  are  committed  by  the  authority 
and  with  the  approval  of  officers.    If  such  outrages  be  not  checked  I 
shall  be  compelled  to  resort  to  retaliation  of  the  severest  character. 
1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWAED  E.  POTTEE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS, 

No.  6.  J  Washington,  October  8,  1862. 

In  order  to  check  the  inhuman  and  cowardly  practice  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy  of  shooting  our  vedettes  and  pickets  it  is  hereby  ordered  that 


CHAP.  XXX.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  425 

whenever  these  outrages  shall  be  committed  by  persons  secreted  near 
houses  or  on  plantations  the  premises  in  question  shall  be  at  once  laid 
waste  and  destroyed. 
By  order  of  Col.  Edward  E.  Potter,  commanding  post : 

J.  W.  ATWILL, 

Acting  Adjutant. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  October  11,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix, 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe  : 

GENERAL:  I  arn  just  informed  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Babcock, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  the  gunboat  Morse  on  guard  duty  at  Norfolk, 
that  yesterday  he  detained  the  schooner  Chesapeake,  going  into  Norfolk 
for  repairs,  under  a  u  permit"  signed  by  "James  Millward,  Captain  Port 
and  Harbor  Master,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,"  and  by  your  command. 

I  respectfully  suggest  to  you  that  this  vessel  was  not  going  in  with 
army  supplies,  and,  as  she  is  not  known  to  be  in  distress,  that  it  would 
be  better,  rather  than  have  her  pass  the  blockade,  that  she  should  be 
sent  to  Baltimore  for  any  convenient  repairs  she  may  need.  I  will 
direct  Lieutenant-Commander  Babcock  to  return  her  papers  and  send 
her  to  you. 

The  boarding  officers  understood  that,  according  to  the  arrangement 
between  you  and  myself,  the  necessary  certificates  to  pass  vessels  were 
to  come  from  your  headquarters  and  to  be  signed  by  Captain  Blake, 
your  assistant  adjutant-general.  Lieutenant-Commander  Babcock  had 
not,  I  presume,  heard  of  the  other  officer  or  office  above  mentioned. 

Allow  me  further  to  suggest,  in  connection  with  the  matter  of  repairing 
outside  vessels  at  Norfolk,  that,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  hands 
there  to  repair  the  gunboat  Barney  1  was  obliged  to  send  her  to  her 
station  unfinished  after  a  fortnight's  detention,  and  this  notwithstand 
ing  that  the  United  States  quartermaster  at  Norfolk,  Captain  Ludlow, 
has  always  been  very  obliging,  [tendering]  us  the  facilities  for  repairs 
at  the  ship-yards  in  Norfolk,  which  are  all  under  his  control.  As  there 
are  no  facilities  for  repairing  the  United  States  gunboats  at  the  Gosport 
Navy-Yard,  owing  to  the  destruction  by  the  enemy  of  the  work-shops,  I 
beg  that  the  facilities  for  repairs  at  the  ship-yards  under  army  control 
at  Norfolk  may  be  reserved  as  far  as  practicable  for  the  use  of  the  Navy. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  October  11,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix, 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe : 
GENERAL  :  Lieutenant-Commander  Babcock,  of  the  gunboat  Morse, 
on  duty  at  Norfolk,  reports  that  the  master  of  the  Pioneer,  mail-boat 
between  Fortress  Monroe  and  Norfolk,  says  that  he  has  been  in  the  habit 
for  some  time,  by  your  permission,  of  carrying  merchandise  in  consider 
able  quantities  between  the  two  places,  and,  as  I  understand,  for  pur 
poses  of  traffic.  The  same  officer  reports  to  me  that  he  is  informed  that 
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agents  from  Baltimore  are  in  the  habit  of  going  to  Norfolk  in  the  mail- 
boat  Pioneer,  getting  vegetables,  fruit,  &c.,  which  they  take  to  Fortress 
Monroe  and  ship  immediately  to  be  sold  in  Baltimore  on  private  specu 
lation.  I  beg  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  inquire  into  this  matter 
and  forbid  traffic  on  board  these  mail-boats,  which  are  under  your  con 
trol.  You  are  aware  that  the  mail-boats  have  not  been  required  in  pass 
ing  to  leave  the  usual  certificate  at  the  guard  vessel,  because  it  was 
understood  that  they  were  under  good  military  police  and  would  not 
therefore  violate  the  blockade.  If,  however,  they  are  engaged  in  trade 
the  usual  official  certificate  will  be  necessary  as  in  case  of  vessels  pass 
ing  the  blockade  with  army  supplies. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  verv  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear -Admiral,  Comdg.  J\7.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


HDQRS.  DEFT.  OF  VIRGINIA.,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  October  11,  1862. 
Actg.  Rear- Admiral  IS.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  : 
SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  copy  of  Mr.  Cutting's  letter  on 
which  the  schooner  Marblehead  was  cleared  "  with  her  cargo  "  by  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a  copy  of  whose  letter  you 
have.     In  the  latter,  a  rule  is  prescribed  for  like  cases. 

I  have  therefore  to  advise  you  that  I  shall  on  application  clear  with 
return  cargoes  from  Norfolk  vessels  which  go  there  with  permits  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  conformity  with  the  regulations  con 
cerning  coastwise  intercourse,  &c. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  October  11,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  DIX,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  after 
noon  of  your  communication  of  this  date,  inclosing  a  copy  of  Mr.  Cut 
ting's  letter  of  September  27,  1862,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

There  is  an  inaccuracy  in  Mr.  Cutting's  letter  which  requires  a  prompt 
correction  at  my  hands.  Mr.  Cutting  came  on  board  to  inquire  if  his 
vessel  (not  vessels)  with  lumber  could  pass  the  guard  vessel.  I  had 
but  recently  assumed  the  command,  and  not  being  familiar  with  the 
state  of  affairs,  inquired  of  Commander  Case,  captain  of  the  fleet,  for 
information  about  the  matter,  and  was  informed  in  reply  that  Admiral 
Goldsborough  had  allowed  Mr.  Cutting's  vessels  to  pass,  and  Com 
mander  Case  said  he  believed  Mr.  Cutting  was  one  of  several  firms  who 
were  trading  here  under  a  permit  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
It  was  upon  this  understanding  of  the  case  that  I  assented  not  to  in 
terrupt  what  seemed  usual  and  proper.  But  it  is  incorrect  in  Mr.  Cut 
ting  to  assert  that  I  "  granted''  him  the  "  privilege  "  of  trading.  I  never 
meant  to  do  any  such  thing. 

On  the  18th  of  September  I  received  instructions  from  the  Secretary 
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of  the  Navy,  in  reply  to  the  application  of  the  gas  company,  "that  no 
traffic  in  shingles,  cotton,  or  tobacco  could  be  permitted"  here.  I  im 
mediately  sent  Commander  Case  and  Mr.  Saltonstall  on  shore  to  inform 
General  Viele  of  the  Department's  answer  to  the  gas  company,  and  di 
rected  them  to  inform  Messrs.  Catlett  &  Moore  and  Mr.  Cutting  that 
tradehere  was  not  allowed. 

Commander  Case  learned  from  the  provost-marshal  that  Mr.  Cutting 
had  gone  North  the  evening  before,  and  the  provost-marshal  said  he 
could  not  direct  Commander  Case  where  he  could  find  Messrs.  Catlett 
&  Moore,  but  he  would  notify  them  of  this  order  of  the  Department. 

The  Marblehead  sailed  under  a  military  permit,  purporting  to  be 
under  sanction  of  the  Treasury  Department,  on  the  30th  of  September. 

Commander  Case  has  read  and  indorsed  this  statement. 

In  reply  to  your  notice  to  me  "  that  yon  shall,  on  application,  clear  with 
return  cargoes  from  Norfolk  vessels  which  go  there  with  permits  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  conformity  with  the  regulations  con 
cerning  coastwise  intercourse,"  &c.,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  it  will  be 
my  duty,  under  my  instructions,  to  pass  any  vessel  into  Norfolk  with  a 
cargo  of  merchandise  showing  me  a  permit  therefor  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  that  it  will  also  be  my  duty,  under  instructions,  to 
seize  any  vessel  passing  out  of  Norfolk  with  a  cargo  of  merchandise 
under  a  permit  from  you. 

In  your  comunication  to  me  of  the  9th  instant  you  say:  "I  have 
brought  the  whole  subject  of  traffic  with  Norfolk  before  the  Government, 
and  trust  it  will  be  disposed  of  in  some  satisfactory  manner;"  and  you 
also  say  in  the  same  communication:  "I  have  instructed  the  provost- 
marshal  at  Norfolk  to  issue  no  more  passes  to  vessels  with  return  car 
goes  or  to  vessels  desirous  of  exporting  domestic  or  other  products  until 
the  decision  of  the  Government  is  known."  I  sincerely  trust,  general, 
that  you  will  adhere  to  this  considerate  course.  You  know  my  instruc 
tions  and  my  duty  to  obey  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
A  cting  Rear -A  dm  ira  L 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  OF  THE  ARMY,  ADJT.  GEN.'S  OFFICE, 
No.  290.  f  Washington,  October  11,  1862. 

******  * 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  James  H.  Van  Alen,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  re 
lieved  from  duty  at  Yorktown,  Va.,  and  will  report  in  person  without 
delay  to  the  General-in-Chief. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Halleck : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
A ssistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  October  12,  1862. 
Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  : 
ADMIRAL  :  Lieutenant-Commander  Babcock  is  entirely  mistaken  in 
supposing  that  the  Pioneer  has  been  engaged  by  my  permission  in  car 
rying  merchandise  in  considerable  quantities  between  Norfolk  and  this 
post  for  purposes  of  traffic.     The  only  articles  allowed  to  go  in  the  mail- 
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boat  are  sutlers'  goods  for  the  military  forces,  or  goods  in  small  quan 
tities,  having  the  requisite  permits  from  the  Treasury  Department.  I 
have  given  the  strictest  orders  to  the  captain  of  the  port,  Oapt.  James 
Millward,  and  am  assured  by  him  that  they  are  rigidly  enforced.  I 
will  thank  you  to  recognize  him  as  authorized  to  give  permits  to  vessels 
and  merchandise  going  to  Norfolk  with  the  requisite  permission  from 
the  Treasury  Department. 

I  am  also  assured  by  Captain  Millward  that  no  vegetables  nor  fruit 
are  brought  here  in  the  Pioneer  and  shipped  direct  to  Baltimore  to  be 
sold  on  speculation.  The  only  articles  of  that  description  brought  here 
from  Norfolk  are  for  the  use  of  the  troops  and  the  population  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  fort. 

Captain  Millward  was  appointed  captain  of  the  port  by  Major-Gen- 
eral  Wool  before  the  capture  of  Norfolk.  His  duty  is  to  board  all  ves 
sels  coming  here  or  departing,  and  to  supervise  generally  all  that  is 
done  in  the  harbor. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  October  15,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  DIX,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  guard  steamer  has 
been  stationed  at  a  convenient  distance  from  Fortress  Monroe  for  the 
purpose  of  enforcing  the  blockade. 

I  would  respectfully  request  you  to  cause  the  masters  of  all  vessels 
in  the  employ  of  the  army  to  leave  a  certificate  on  board  of  her  similar 
to  that  left  on  board  the  guard  steamer  at  Norfolk  by  vessels  so  em 
ployed. 

I  have  the.  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG- SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  Neics,  Va.,  October  15,  1862. 

Maj.  Geu.  JOHN  A.  DIX,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. : 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  making  certain  specific  io- 
inquiries  relative  to  my  interpretation  of  and  proposed  course  of  con 
duct  under  my  blockading  instructions  from  the  Department,  was,  with 
my  reply  thereto  of  the  8th,  submitted  to  the  Navy  Department  for  its 
decision. 

The  Department  approves  of  my  letter  of  the  8th  instant  to  you  of 
my  course  in  regard  to  traffic  and  the  ingress  and  egress  of  vessels  as 
correct  and  in  conformity  with  my  instructions  and  duty,  and  instructs 
that  until  the  blockade  is  raised  or  modified  it  must  be  strictly  main 
tained. 
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The  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  says : 

That  there  is  distress  in  Norfolk  and  the  whole  insurrectionaiy  region  I  doubt  not. 
The  object  of  the  blockade  is  to  destroy  their  traffic  while  in  rebellion.  The  relief  ia 
in  the  hands  of  the  people  who  have  only  to  be  loyal  to  be  relieved.  The  case  is 
not  one  of  sympathy  but  of  duty. 

The  honorable  Secretary,  under  date  of  October  13,  also  says : 

The  rule  which.  General  Dix  applies  to  Norfolk,  denying  that  it  is  a  blockaded  port, 
would  exempt  any  port  and  the  whole  coast,  with  the  exception  of  Wilmington  and 
Charleston,  from  blockade,  for  all  are  held  by  military  occupation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


TREASURY  DEPARTMENT, 

October  16,  1862. 
The  Hon.  SECRETARY  OF  WAR: 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information 
and  such  action  as  you  may  think  necessary,  copy  of  a  letter  this  day 
received  from  Maj.  E.  W.  Shenk,  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-fifth 
Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  relative  to  abuses  of  flag  of  truce 
boats  on  the  James  Eiver. 
With  great  respect, 

S.  P.  CHASE, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

[Inclosure.l 

ON  BOARD -STEAMER  KENNEBEC, 

Annapolis  Bay,  October  15,  1862. 

Hon.  SALMON  P.  CHASE, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury: 

DEAR  SIR  :  I  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  certain  facts  which 
have  come  to  my  notice,  and  which  as  an  officer  of  the  United  States 
Government  I  feel  my  duty  to  make  known  to  you.  Flags-of-truce 
boats  are  now  and  have  been  to  a  great  extent  used,  in  addition  to  their 
lawful  mission,  to  pass  contraband  goods  and  other  articles  through 
the  lines  at  Aiken's  Landing  on  James  Eiver.  I  predicate  my  belief 
upon  this :  First,  a  trunk  was  placed  on  board  of  the  John  A.  Warner, 
purporting  to  pass  upon  the  permission  of  a  lady  going  South  and 
placed  by  accident  on  board  of  said  boat,  then  under  my  command. 
Upon  examination  I  found  no  single  article  of  woman's  apparel,  but 
cloths,  quinine,  mathematical  instruments,  a  large  quantity  of  silk, 
thread,  needles,  &c.  I  retained  and  will  turn  it  over  to  the  proper 
authorities  at  Washington  on  my  return.  Second :  I  was  approached 
at  the  landing  by  a  certain  Col.  Blanton  Duncan,  of  Kentucky,  now 
engraver  of  the  notes  of  the  Confederate  Treasury,  who  desired  me  to 
enter  into  arrangements  to  pass  goods  suitable  to  his  business  and  other 
avocations  from  the  boat  througb  the  lines,  and  mentioned  in  connec 
tion  the  assistance  of  a  prominent  officer  of  the  rebel  Government. 
Duncan  assured  me  that  he  had  such  arrangements  with  officers  con- 
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nectecl  with  flag-of-truce  boats,  and  mentioned  a  firm  in  Washington 
where  the  articles  could  be  supplied  j  also  giving  me  a  list  of  them. 

No  doubt  many  other  violations  could  be  discovered  if  ordinary 
watchfulness  were  instituted.  I  write  the  above  in  order,  if  the  Depart 
ment  desires,  to  take  some  action  to  prevent  the  same.  I  have  had 
charge  of  flag-of-truce  boats  during  the  past  two  weeks,  and  return  to 
Aiken's  Landing  to-morrow  morning,  and  if  any  new  evidence  comes 
to  my  notice  the  same  will  be  promptly  made  known  to  you.  I  return 
to  Washington  on  the  20th  instant. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  W.  SHENK, 
Major,  One  hundred  and  thirty-fifth  Pa.  ^7ols.,  Comdg. 


NAVY  DEPARTMENT, 

October  16,  1862. 
Hon.  E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

SIR  :  A  diniral  Lee,  commanding  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squad 
ron,  informs  the  Department  that  considerable  quantities  of  merchan 
dise  are  carried  in  the  mail  steamers  which  pass  daily  between  Fortress 
Monroe  and  Baltimore  and  between  Fortress  Monroe  and  Norfolk.  Un 
less  some  measures  are  adopted  to  prevent  it  the  practice  will  lead  to 
difficulty,  for  while  the  blockade  continues  Admiral  Lee  has  no  alterna 
tive  but  to  enforce  it  in  good  faith.  He  suggests  that — 

It  would  be  a  partial  remedy  if  the  War  Department  would  order  Generals  Wool 
and  Dix  not  to  allow  any  merchandise  or  articles  for  traffic  to  be  shipped  on  these 
mail  steamers  plying  between  Fortress  Monroe  and  Norfolk  and  between  Fortress  Mon 
roe  and  Baltimore  ;  it  would  be  an  effectual  remedy  and  a  more  natural  state  of  things 
if  these  steamboats  were  under  navy  control. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  recommendations  of  Admiral 
Lee  in  regard  to  orders  to  Generals  Wool  and  Dix  be  given  by  the  Wai- 
Department. 

Very  respectfully, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington  City,  I).  <7.,  October  17,  1862. 
Hon.  GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

SIR:  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  communication  of  the  16th  instant  relative  to  the  report  of  Admiral 
Lee,  commanding  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  that  mer 
chandise  is  daily  transported  in  the  mail  steamers  between  Fortress 
Monroe  and  Baltimore  and  between  Fortress  Monroe  and  Norfolk,  and 
suggesting  orders  for  a  more  stringent  enforcement  of  the  blockade. 
In  reply  1  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  copies  of  your  communica 
tion  have  been  transmitted  to  Major-Generals  Dix  and  Wool  for  their 
information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Assistant  /Secretary  of  War. 
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HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  October  18,  1862. 
Actg.  Hear- Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron: 

SIR:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  on  my  return  from 
Washington,  of  your  three  communications,  one  of  the  llth  and  the  other 
two  of  the  15th  instant. 

In  regard  to  permits  for  vessels  with  return  cargoes  from  Norfolk,  I 
do  not  see  how  I  can  properly  refuse  to  grant  one  if  application  is  made 
to  me  under  the  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  If  you  deem 
it  your  duty  under  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  seize 
a  vessel  having  such  a  permit  I  can  have  no  possible  objection.  It  is  a 
conflict  between  two  Departments  of  the  Government, for  which  neither 
of  us  is  responsible.  I  trust,  however,  that  no  such  case  will  arise  until 
some  proper  disposition  is  made  of  the  whole  subject.  But  individuals 
have  rights  which  I  am  bound  to  respect,  and  if  any  one  brings  himself 
clearly  within  the  class  of  cases  disposed  of  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  who  has  the  general  regulation  of  commerce,  I  cannot  put 
him  oft'  because  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  takes  a  view  of  the  question 
of  blockade  which  I  conceive  to  be  at  variance  with  all  the  received  rules 
of  international  law.  I  had  the  honor  to  reply  personally  to  the  argu 
ments  quoted  from  one  of  his  letters  to  you  in  your  communication  of 
the  loth. 

The  instructions  you  have  given  to  the  commander  of  the  gunboat 
stationed  under  the  guns  of  this  fort  are  embarrassing  the  public  service 
exceedingly.  A  vessel  laden  with  coal  and  lumber,  purchased  by  the 
ordnance  officer  for  public  use,  was  stopped  yesterday  and  detained  the 
whole  day  for  certificates,  greatly  to  my  annoyance. 

Vessels  cleared  to  this  post,  unless  it  is  regarded  as  a  blockaded  port, 
ought  not  to  be  detained ;  and  I  believe  such  an  interference  with  the 
military  administration  of  this  command  to  be  entirely  without  prece 
dent.  It  certainly  was  so  under  your  two  predecessors,  and  I  consider 
it  altogether  inconsistent  with  the  comity  due  from  one  service  to  the 
other.  If  you  deem  it  your  duty,  under  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  to  place  a  gunboat  under  the  guns  of  this  fort,  the  head 
quarters  of  a  military  department,  and  subject  it  to  all  the  restrictions 
of  an  enemy's  port  in  order  to  enforce  the  blockade,  I  shall  bring  the 
matter  before  the  Government  without  delay.  If  you  do  not,  then  I 
respectfully  request  that  the  gunboat  may  be  anchored  above  the  fort, 
and  that  commercial  intercourse  with  this  post  may  be  left,  as  it  always 
has  been  heretofore,  under  the  control  of  the  Treasury  Department  and 
the  military  authorities.  All  vessels  coming  here  are  boarded  and  their 
papers  and  cargoes  examined  by  the  officers  of  the  revenue  cutter,  and 
they  are  visited  again  by  the  captain  of  the  port,  to  whom  they  are  re 
quired  to  report  on  shore  and  who  also  examines  their  papers.  To  sub 
ject  them  to  a  third  visitation  appears  to  me  to  be  superfluous  and  a 
needless  vexation.  I  state  these  facts  not  as  having  any  bearing  on  the 
graver  objections  I  have  made  to  the  system  of  visitation  at  this  post, 
but  to  show  that  it  is  called  for  by  no  considerations  of  public  necessity. 

The  sloop  A.  C.  Broderick  was  cleared  from  this  post  for  Baltimore 
with  51  bushels  of  wheat,  19  hides,  100  pounds  rags,  2,000  pounds  of 
iron,  and  160  bushels  of  oysters,  and  has  been  stopped  by  your  gunboat. 
Unless  you  regard  Fort  Monroe  as  blockaded  I  respect  fully  submit  that 
there  is  nothing  in  the  instructions  of  the  Navy  Department  which  you 
communicated  to  me  to  warrant  the  detention  of  this  vessel.  The  prop- 
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erty  belongs  to  persons  within  our  lines,  and  as  the  military  commander 
here  I  claim  the  right  to  clear  vessels  to  any  port  in  a  loyal  State,  sub 
ject  to  the  usual  custom-house  inspection.  I  respectfully  ask  if  you  con 
sider  this  post  as  blockaded,  and  if  not  I  will  thank  you  to  furnish  me 
with  a  copy  of  the  instructions  under  which  the  detention  is  made  that 
I  may  make  a  proper  representation  to  the  Government. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  October  18,  18G2. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  DIX,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. ; 

GENERAL  :  Lieutenant-Commander  Babcock,  commanding  guard  ves 
sel  below  Norfolk,  reports  that  he  has,  under  his  instructions,  detained 
the  schooner  Elizabeth  English,  as,  excepting  her  enrollment  and  license, 
she  had  only  a  bill  of  lading,  showing  that  she  contained  330  tons  of 
coal  purporting  to  be  shipped  by  the  United  States  War  Department  at 
Philadelphia  on  the  2d  instant,  and  signed  David  English,  who  or  whose 
office  is  not  known  here. 

The  master  of  the  army  tug  which  was  towing  the  schooner  up  in 
formed  the  commanding  officer  of  the  guard  vessel  that  he  asked  the 
assistant  quartermaster  and  provost-marshal  at  Fortress  Monroe  for 
the  usual  certificates  (viz,  that  the  vessel  is  in  the  employ  of  the  army 
and  has  only  supplies  for  the  army  on  board),  and  that  they  told  him 
he  did  not  want  any  such  a  certificate  and  should  not  have  any. 

If  the  Elizabeth  English  is  in  the  employment  of  the  army,  and  has 
supplies  for  the  army  only  on  board,  I  will  thank  you  to  have  the  usual 
and  proper  certificate  to  that  effect  sent  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Bab- 
cock  for  me.  If  she  is  not  in  the  employment  of  the  army,  and  her 
cargo  is  not  exclusively  for  the  use  of  the  army,  you  would  oblige  me 
by  letting  me  know  it.  I  beg  to  observe  that  no  inconvenience  will 
be  experienced  by  your  department  if  the  usual  and  proper  certificate 
is  always  sent  with  the  vessel  having  army  supplies  on  board. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  guard  vessel  below  Norfolk  also  re 
ports  to  me  that  he  has  vainly  endeavored  to  obtain  from  some  of  the 
steam-tugs  passing  to  and  fro  between  Fortress  Monroe  and  Norfolk 
such  a  certificate  as  would  show  that  they  are  in  the  employment  of  the 
army  and  are  only  so  employed.  This  was  according  to  the  under 
standing  between  us,  as  shown  by  my  communication  to  you  of  Sep 
tember  18  and  your  reply  of  September  19.  I  respectfully  request  that 
you  will  now  fa-vor  me  with  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  the  steam- tugs  in 
the  employment  of  the  army  plying  between  Fort  Monroe  and  Nor 
folk,  so  that  when  once  known  to  the  guard  vessel  in  the  Elizabeth 
Eiver  there  may  be  no  difficulty  about  their  passing  afterward  without 
stopping,  provided  they  are  not  towing  vessels,  especially  such  as  are 
not  in  the  employment  of  the  army  and  whose  cargoes  are  not  duly 
certified. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear- Admiral  Comdg.  JV.  Atlantic  Blocking  Squadron. 

P.  S. — The  commanding  officer  of  the  gunboat  Wyandotte,  on  guard 
duty  off  Fort  Monroe,  reports  that  he  yesterday  detained  the  schooner 
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John  Francis,  loaded  with  merchandise  aud  articles  for  traffic.  The 
John  Francis  was  bound  from  Fort  Monroe  to  Yorktown  under  a  per 
mit  signed,  by  your  command,  by  Captain  Millward,  of  the  army.  Her 
manifest,  written  in  a  large  folio  book,  consists  of  miscellaneous  mer 
chandise,  owned  by  B.  F.  Voorhees  (name  not  legibly  written).  This 
afternoon  a  certificate  was  brought  to  me  signed,  by  your  command,  by 
Captain  Millward,  saying  that  this  cargo  of  goods  (not  army  supplies)  is 
solely  for  the  use  of  the  Sixth  [Fourth  ?]  Army  Corps,  under  the  command 
of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  D.  Keyes,  at  Yorktown.  The  bearer  of  this  certificate 
states  that  Mr.  Yoorhees,  who  swears  in  the  manifest  that  he  is  the 
owner  of  the  cargo,  is  not  a  sutler  in  the  army  but  a  general  trader  at 
Fort  Monroe. 

The  certificate  does  not  state,  as  is  usual,  that  this  vessel  is  in  the 
employ  of  the  army  and  has  only  supplies  lor  the  army  on  board.  I 
am  not  informed  that  Mr.  Yoorhees  has  a  permit  to  trade  from  either 
the  Treasury,  War,  or  Navy  Departments.  1  decline  under  the  circum 
stances  to  accept  the  certificate  as  sufficient  to  justify  this  vessel  pass 
ing  the  blockade  with  her  cargo  of  goods. 

I  have  reported  the  facts  to  the  Navy  Department. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE. 


WASHINGTON,  October  18,  1862 — 10.25  a.  in. 
Major-General  Dix : 

It  was  resolved  in  Cabinet  yesterday  that  the  Norfolk  trade  should 
be  placed,  under  your  personal  direction,  in  the  manner  proposed  when 
you  were  here. 

Clearances  for  which  you  ask  admission  into  the  port  will  be  granted 
by  the  Treasury  Department,  aud  all  exports  permitted  by  you  will  be 
allowed  by  the  Navy  to  pass.  Your  own  attention  personally  is  re 
quested  and  your  own  signature  to  permits  required. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  PHILADELPHIA, 

Hampton  Roads,  Va.,  October  20,  1802. 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com 
munications  of  the  18th  and  19th  instant.  In  regard  to  permits  for 
vessels  with  return  cargoes  from  Norfolk  you  are  aware  that  the  de 
cision  of  the  Navy  Department  is  adverse  to  your  making  any  such 
clearance.  I  do  not  know  of  any  conflicting  decision  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  The  North  Atlantic  blockade  extends  from  the  Pian- 
katank  River,  on  the  western  shore  of  Virginia,  to  the  coast  of  South 
Carolina,  excepting  the  harbor  of  Beaufort,  the  blockade  of  which  has 
been  raised  by  proclamation  of  the  President.  Within  these  limits  I  am 
required  to  maintain  a  strict  blockade  and  to  prevent  all  traffic,  except 
under  a  permit  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  War,  or  Navy. 

My  instructions  to  the  gunboat  off  Fort  Monroe  are  only  to  carry  out 
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my  orders  from  tke  Government,  and  her  station  is  safe  and  convenient 
for  that  purpose.  Fort  Monroe  has  never  been  declared  a  port  of  entry ; 
it  is  situated  within  the  blockaded  region,  and  all  vessels  in  the  employ 
ment  of  the  army  with  only  army  or  supplies  of  any  kind  or  public 
property  on  board  pass  freely  and  frequently  not  only  to  Fort  Monroe 
but  to  all  other  points  here  in  the  occupation  of  the  army,  on  a  cer 
tificate  from  your  headquarters ;  or,  in  case  of  a  vessel  coming  from  a 
Northern  port,  on  a  certificate  from  the  United  States  quartermaster 
there,  stating,  in  a  very  few  words,  that  such  is  the  character  of  the 
vessel  and  cargo.  It  is  impossible  therefore  that  the  public  service 
should  thereby  be  embarrassed  exceedingly,  or  at  all ;  but  the  contrary 
is  the  case — the  public  service  is  benefited  to  the  extent  that  supplies 
are  thus  kept  out  of  the  insurrectionary  region. 

You  say:  u  A  vessel  lailen  with  coal  and  lumber,  purchased  by  the 
ordnance  officer  for  public  use,  was  stopped  yesterday  and  detained  the 
whole  day,  greatly  to  my  annoyance."  You  refer  doubtless  to  the  Con 
rad  Fox,  which  had  violated  the  blockade,  got  to  Norfolk  without  a 
permit  from  either  the  Treasury,  War,  or  Navy  Departments,  but  under 
an  unauthorized  permit  from  army  officers  (which  I  am  expressly  ordered 
not  to  respect),  and  witn  a  cargo  of  coal  and  lumbar  brought  from  Havre 
de  Grace  without  any  clearance,  for  Kimberly  &  Bros.,  traders  at  Nor 
folk.  The  Navy  Department  released  this  vessel  on  the  ground  that 
she  acted  on  supposed  authority,  but  forbade  her  to  land  or  receive 
cargo.  To  prevent  any  further  violation  of  the  blockade  by  her  she 
was  towed  just  outside  the  lower  gunboat  and  released  to  go  where 
she  pleased  outside  the  blockade,  but  the  Conrad  Fox  instead  of  going 
away  anchored  immediately,  and  your  ordnance  officer  bought  her 
cargo.  As  soon  as  the  usual  certificate  was  sent  to  the  guard  vessel, 
showing  that  the  cargo  of  this  vessel  had  now  become  army  supplies, 
she  was  permitted  to  pass  in  to  unload,  as  I  am  informed  by  the  officer 
commanding  the  guard  vessel.  If  there  was  any  delay  about  sending 
off  the  usual  and  necessary  certificate  to  the  gunboat  it  was  wholly  un 
necessary,  as  you  have  already  complained  "  that  she  is  stationed  under 
the  guns  of  this  fort" — the  necessary  situation  of  the  men-of-war,  our 
own  and  foreign,  at  anchor  here — where  one  of  your  many  steam-tenders 
might  communicate  witk  her  in  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes.  Yrou  wish  me 
to  remove  this  gunboat  from  her  anchorage  outside  and  below  the  fort  to 
an  anchorage  inside  and  above  the  fort,  that  commercial  intercourse  may 
goon.  This  would  be  to  violate  my  orders  to  maintain  the  blockade 
strictly  until  it  is  modified  or  raised  ;  to  this  end  the  gunboat  must  be 
stationed  where  she  can  conveniently  intercept  and  board  vessels,  and 
when  these  have  merchandise  for  traffic  detain  them  to  be  reported  to 
the  Department.  When  vessels  with  army  supplies  have  passed  the 
blockade  and  are  inside  discharging,  I  see  no  objection  to  their  visita 
tion  and  search  by  both  the  military  authorities  and  tlte  revenue  offi 
cers,  as  gross  irregularities  may  be  defected  and  prevented  by  such  ad 
ditional  precautions. 

Since  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  19th  (although  I  had 
previously  reported  the  case  of  the  John  Francis  to  the  Department), 
informing  me  that  her  cargo  of  goods  is  sent  at  the  request  of  General 
Keyes  to  be  sold  within  the  fortifications  at  Yorktowii  for  the  use  of 
his  command  there,  I  have  directed  the  gunboats  to  let  her  pass. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  -LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Gomdg.  N.  Atlantic  BlocJeading  Squadron, 
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HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  COUPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  October  21,  1SG2. 
Maj.  Gen.  II.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  an  arrangement  with  a  man  who  has  the  means 
of  obtaining  accurate  information  in  regard  to  affairs  in  Richmond  and 
the  districts  lying  upon  the  James  River,  the  Chickahominy,  and  the 
Blackwater.  I  have  no  secret-service  fund,  but  I  allow  him  to  carry 
some  articles  for  peddling  in  the  districts  referred  to  and  to  bring  back 
tobacco.  He  has  crossed  the  lines  without  suspicion  four  times  in  his 
wagon,  and  will  leave  here  in  two  or  three  days. 

The  forces  of  the  enemy  in  Eichmond  and  the  country  on  this  side 
are  as  follows : 

At  Franldin,  on  the  Blackwatcr,  under  General  French 4,  000 

At  Zuni ,  on  the  Blackwater,  under  General  Pettigrew 5, 000 

At  Wakefield,  8  miles  from  Zuni,  under  General  Anderson 2, 000 

At  Petersburg  one  regiment,  about 800 

At  Richmond 7,  000 

Between  the  James  and  Chickahominy,  under  General  Wise,  including  a  cav 
alry  regiment  jii-st  arrived  from  Georgia 7, 000 

Between  Richmond  and  White  House  two  regiments,  just  sent  there,  about. . .  1, 500 

Total 27,300 

From  other  and  less  reliable  sources  I  get  nearly  the  same  result. 
My  informant  says  there  is  no  intention  of  moving  down  the  Penin 
sula  in  force  until  the  naval  armanent  is  complete.  The  Eichmond 
(and  the  new  Merrimac)  has  taken  out  her  boilers,  which  were  found 
too  small,  and  others  are  in  course  of  construction.  He  thinks  she  can 
not  be  ready  for  a  month. 

I  shall  be  advised  of  any  intended  general  movement  unless  my  man 
falls  under  suspicion  and  is  not  allowed  to  go  at  large.  He  has  a  pass 
from  the  Government  at  Richmond -to  peddle  in  Ilenrico  County,  and 
has  no  difficulty  in  crossing  the  lines  and  reaching  me  by  way  of  Will 
iam  sburg. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


S.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  October  22,  1802. 

Actg.  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  BlocJcading  /Squadron  : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  dispatch  received  by  telegraph  from 
the  Secretary  of  War.*  Will  you  please  advise  me  whether  it  has  been 
communicated  to  you;  also  whether  it  will  be  considered  by  you  as  suf 
ficient  to  warrant  the  passage  of  vessels  from  the  Nansemond  and 
Yorktown,  with  exports,  under  my  permits  ? 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


*  See  of  October  18,  p.  433. 
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HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  October  22,  1802. 
HOIJ.  B.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

SIR:  1  received  yesterday  Mr.  Watson's  letter  of  the  17th  instant  in 
closing  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the 
10th  concerning  the  carrying  of  merchandise  in  the  mail  steamers  ply 
ing  between  this  post  and  Baltimore  in  one  direction  and  Norfolk  in  the 
other.  The  Secretary  says  he  is  informed  by  Admiral  Lee  that  consid 
erable  quantities  of  merchandise  are  carried  on  these  steamers,  and 
suggesting  as  a  partial  remedy  that  Generals  Wool  and  Dix  should  be 
ordered  not  to  allow  any  merchandise  or  articles  for  traffic  to  be  shipped 
on  these  steamers,  and  as  an  effectual  remedy  that  they  should  be  put 
under  navy  control. 

If  Admiral  Lee  intends  to  intimate  that  merchandise  is  illicitly  carried 
on  these  steamers  and  in  violation  of  any  law,  either  of  revenue  or 
blockade,  I  take  it  upon  myself  to  say  that  he  is  laboring  under  a  very 
great  error;  that  every  article  which  is  brought  here  from  Baltimore  is 
examined,  and  if  it  has  not  the  proper  custom-house  permit  is  sent  back 
or  detained;  that  every  article  put  on  board  the  mail  steamer  for  Nor 
folk  comes  within  one  of  the  two  classes,  of  supplies  for  the  army  or 
merchandise,  usually  in  very  small  quantities  passed  regularly  through 
the  custom-house  at  Baltimore  with  permits  for  Norfolk,  and  if  there  is 
any  violation  of  established  regulations  the  fault  is  with  the  Treasury 
Department,  and  this  I  will  not  presume.  The  captain  of  the  port  here 
keeps  a  register  of  every  packet  and  its  contents  coming  from  Balti 
more  or  going  to  Norfolk,  with  the  name  of  the  party  receiving  it,  and 
everything  is  carefully  examined.  Every  possible  precaution  is  taken 
to  prevent  abuse,  and,  as  I  believe  it  can  be  shown,  with  entire  success. 

The  officers  under  my  command,  as  well  as  those  belonging  to  the 
revenue  department  placed  here  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  are 
as  anxious  as  those  of  the  navy  to  arrest  all  illicit  traffic  and  intercourse 
with  the  insurgents,  and  1  believe  they  have  performed,  and  will  con 
tinue  to  perform,  their  duty  with  quite  as  much  faith  fulness  and  efficiency. 
I  see  no  reason  on  this  score  for  putting  these  mail  steamers  under  navy 
control ;  and  on  every  other  there  are  insuperable  objections  to  such  an 
arrangement.  They  are  employed  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department. 
Those  which  run  between  this  post  and  Baltimore  under  a  contract  with 
that  Department  are  specially  designed  to  carry  troops  and  supplies  for 
the  army  in  addition  to  the  mails,  and  I  see  no  more  propriety  in  put 
ting  them  under  navy  control  than  in  placing  a  naval  transport  under 
army  control.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  not  in  his  communica 
tion  approved  this  suggestion  of  Admiral  Lee;  but  I  deem  it  neverthe 
less  my  duty  to  my  command  to  state  to  you  my  objections  to  it. 

In  regard  to  orders  to  General  Wool  and  myself  1  take  it  for  granted 
the  Government  does  not  object  to  the  transportation  by  the  mail 
steamers  of  merchandise  for  this  post  or  Norfolk  under  the  customary 
sanctions  of  the  Treasury  Department.  There  are  several  persons  in 
addition  to  the  sutler  who  have  permission  to  trade  with  the  garrison 
and  with  the  people  in  this  vicinity.  Such  an  order  would  compel  them 
to  employ  a  sailing  vessel  every  time  they  had  a  small  quantity  of  neces 
saries  to  bring  here.  This  morning  some  ice,  flour,  and  other  articles 
came  down  by  the  mail  steamer,  having  gone  through  the  regular  cus 
tom-house  formalities,  for  our  sutler,  Mr.  Moody;  for  Mr.  Kimberly,  who 
supplies  the  hospital,  and  someother  persons.  Every  article  is  subjected 
to  the  most  rigid  scrutiny.  If  it  is  intended  to  interfere  with  the 
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portation  of  supplies — a  measure  I  consider  entirely  uncalled  for  and  un 
wise — the  order  should  be  addressed  to  the  Baltimore  custom-house  and 
not  to  General  Wool.  It  is  unnecessary  to  state,  for  you  know  the  fact, 
that  there  is  a  very  considerable  population  outside  of  the  fort  under 
the  protection  of  the  Government,  and  that  there  are  some  3, 000  colored 
persons  here  who  require  their  little  comforts.  I  allow  a  colored  man 
to  go  to  Baltimore  occasionally  and  bring  here  supplies  for  these  peo 
ple.  All  these  supplies  necessarily  obtained  in  small  quantities  would 
be  cut  off  if  Admiral  Lee's  recommendation  to  allow  no  merchandise  to 
be  brought  by  the  mail  boat  were  adopted. 

Having  disposed  of  this  matter  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  the  atten 
tion  of  the  Department  to  what  I  consider  an  unwarrantable  interfer 
ence  with  my  command  by  Admiral  Lee.  This  will  be  best  illustrated 
by  presenting  the  cases  in  which  he  has  detained  vessels  having  sup 
plies  for. the  army  or  employed  in  services  connected  with  it. 

1st.  Mr.  J.  B.  Braham,  a  contractor  for  hides  and  fat  with  the  commis 
sary  of  subsistence  at  Suffolk,  sent  a  vessel  here  from  New  York  to  re 
ceive  these  articles,  which  had  been  accumulating  for  sometime,  with  20 
sacks  of  salt  for  their  preservation.  The  vessel,  the  schooner  Alexander, 
was  cleared  for  this  port  at  New  York.  The  permit  was  approved  by  the 
commissary  of  subsistence,  Major-General  Peck,  and  myself,  and  the 
papers  were  found  correct  by  the  revenue  officers.  My  approval  was 
in  these  words,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  papers : 

The  duty  of  the  Government  to  allow  the  purchaser  of  its  property  to  take  it  away 
is  so  very  clear  that  the  captain  of  the  port  will  give  a  permit  to  the  Alexander  to  go 
to  Suffolk  to  receive  the  hides  (ami  with  the  salt — '20  sacks — necessary  to  preserve 
them),  subject  to  the  approval  of  Admiral  Lee. 

Strictly,  I  had  a  right  to  send  the  vessel  to  her  destination  to  perform 
a  service  connected  with  my  department,  but  out  of  courtesy  to  the 
admiral,  and  with  a  sincere  desire  to  maintain  in  all  things  a  friendly 
understanding  with  him,  I  made  the  permit  subject  to  his  approval.  It 
was  rejected ;  and  the  contractor  sent  the  vessel  back  to  New  York, 
leaving  the  articles  he  had  purchased  to  spoil  in  the  hands  of  the  Gov 
ernment.  The  papers  are  annexed,  marked  A.* 

2d.  The  sloop  A.  0.  Broderick  was  loaded  at  Fort  Monroe  with  51 
bushels  of  wheat,  19  hides,  100  pounds  of  rags,  2,000  pounds  of  iron, 
and  1GO  bushels  of  oysters.  The  goods  were  owned  by  persons  within 
our  lines,  and  they  were  cleared,  under  a  permit  from  me,  for  Baltimore, 
where  they  were  to  be  subject  to  the  custom-house  inspection  usual  in 
such  cases.  I  exercised  this  right  as  the  military  commander  here,  and 
insisted  that  the  commander  of  the  naval  forces  could  not  with  propriety 
interfere  with  it.  The  vessel  has  been  stopped  against  my  remon 
strance.  She  is  still  detained,  and  the  oysters  have  been  thrown  over 
board. 

There  are  other  cases  in  which  vessels  have  been  detained,  and  in 
several  instances  greatly  to  my  annoyance,  but  as  they  have  been  re 
leased  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  state  them.  But  I  desire  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  fact  that  a  gunboat  has  been 
stationed  below  the  fort  for  the  purpose  of  boarding  every  vessel  that 
enters  the  Roads,  when  the  service  could  be  just  as  well  performed  be 
tween  this  post  and  Newport  News.  It  is  entirely  unnecessary  for  the 
purpose  of  the  blockade  of  the  James  River  and  Nansemond,  as  all 
vessels  coming  to  this  post  are  boarded  by  the  revenue  officers  who  are 
on  duty  here  and  by  the  captain  of  the  port.  While  the  naval  forces 
were  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Stringham,  Admiral  Golds- 

*  Not  found. 
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borough,  and  Admiral  Wilkes  110  such  system  of  visitation  was  insti 
tuted,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  be  adopted  now.  On  the 
18th  instant  I  called  the  attention  of  Admiral  Lee  to  the  subject  in  a 
letter,  of  whicli  the  following  is  an  extract : 

Vessels  cleared  to  this  post  [unless  it  is  regarded  as  a  blockaded  port]  ought  not 
to  be  detained,  and  I  believe  such  an  interference  with  the  administration  of  this 
command  to  be  entirely  without  precedent.  It  certainly  was  so  under  your  two 
predecessors,  and  I  consider  it  altogether  inconsistent  with  the  comity  due  from  one 
service  to  the  other.  If  you  deem  it  your  duty,  under  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  to  place  a  gunboat  under  the  guns  of  this  fort",  the  headquarters  of  a 
military  department,  and  subject  it  to  all  the  restrictions  of  an  enemy's  port  in  order 
to  enforce  the  blockade,  I  shall  bring  the  matter  before  the  Government  without  delay. 
If  you  do  not,  then  I  respectfully  request  that  the  gunboat  may  bo  anchored  above 
the  fort,  and  that  commercial  intercourse  with  this  post  may  be  left,  as  it  always  has 
been  heretofore,  under  the  control  of  the  Treasury  Department  and  the  military  au 
thorities.  All  vessels  coming  here  are  boarded  and  their  papers  and  cargoes  exam 
ined  by  the  officers  of  the  revenue  cutter,  and  they  are  visited  again  by  the  captain 
of  the  port,  to  whom  they  are  required  to  report  on  shore  and  who  also  examines  their 
papers.  To  subject  them  to  a  third  visitation  appears  to  me  to  be  superfluous  and 
a  needless  vexation.  I  state  these  facts  not  as  having  any  bearing  on  the  graver  ob 
jections  I  have  made  to  the  system  of  visitation  at  this  post,  but  to  show  that  it  is 
called  for  by  no  considerations  of  public  necessity. 

To  this  remonstrance  I  have  received  the  following  reply : 

You  wish  me  to  remove  the  gunboat  from  her  anchorage  outside  or  belo\v  the  fort  to 
an  anchorage  inside  and  above  the  fort,  that  commercial  intercourse  may  go  on.  This 
would  bo  to  violate  my  orders  to  maintain  the  blockade  strictly  until  it  is  modified 
or  raised;  to  this  end  the  gunboat  must  bo  stationed  where  she  can  conveniently 
intercept  and  board  vessels,  and  where  these  have  merchandise  for  traffic  detain  them 
to  be  reported  to  the  Department. 

In  another  part  of  this  communication  Admiral  Lee  says : 

The  North  Atlantic  blockade  extends  from  the  Piankatank  River,  on  the  western 
shore  of  Virginia,  to  the  coast  of  South  Carolina,  excepting  the  harbor  of  Beaufort,  N. 
C.,  the  blockade  of  which  has  been  raised  by  proclamation  of  the  President.  Within 
these  limits  I  am  required  to  maintain  a  strict  blockade  and  to  j>reveiit  all  traffic, 
except  under  a  permit  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  War,  or  Navy. 

My  instructions  to  the  gunboat  off  Fort  Monroe  are  only  to  carry  out  my  orders 
from  the  Government,  and  her  station  is  safe  and  convenient  for  that  purpose.  Fort 
Monroe  has  never  been  declared  a  port  of  entry  ;  it  is  situated  within  the  blockaded 
region. 

From  the  whole  tenor  of  this  reasoning  it  is  manifest  that  the  admiral 
deems  it  his  duty  to  enforce  the  blockade  against  this  post.  Though 
within  the  blockaded  region  it  is  a  military  station,  occupied  by  the 
Government  forces,  and  lacks  the  essential  condition  of  a  blockade- 
hostile  possession.  What  I  insist  on  is  that  the  commercial  intercourse 
with  it  shall  be  carried  on  under  the  usual  custom-house  regulations, 
and  that  1he  planting  of  a  gunboat  under  the  walls  of  the  fort  to  ex 
amine  vessels  going  to  it  (for  vessels  going  into  the  Roads  can  be  as 
well  examined  higher  up)  is  altogether  unprecedented,  uncalled  for, 
and  now  practiced  for  the  first  time  since  the  war  commenced,  although 
the  naval  forces  on  this  station  have  been  commanded  by  three  of  the 
most  distinguished  and  experienced  officers  in  the  naval  service. 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  feel  constrained  to  trouble  you  with 
these  matters.  I  have  endeavored  by  friendly  correspondence  with  Ad 
miral  Lee  to  adjust  them ;  and  I  might  have  rested  still  longer  in  the 
hope  of  success  had  not  the  communication  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Kavy 
been  referred  to  me.  The  whole  matter,  however,  concerns  the  War 
Department  quite  as  deeply  as  myself,  involving  as  it  does  a  question 
of  authority  and  of  comity  between  the  military  and  naval  services. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 
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UNITED  STATES  FLAG- STEAMER  PHILADELPHIA, 

Hampton  Roads,  Va.,  October  25,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 
GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com 
munications  of  the  20th  and  23d  instant,  inclosing  lists  of  the  thirty-five 
steamers  now  in  the  employment  of  the  army  in  the  Department  of  Vir 
ginia,  any  of  which  I  suppose  are  liable  to  be  discharged  at  any  time.  In 
respect  to  those  which  are  employed  inside  of  Fortress  Monroe  their  cer 
tificates  once  left  with  the  blockading  vessel  below  Norfolk  are  sufficient; 
but  in  respect  to  those  (except  the. mail-boats)  coming  from  or  going  to 
Baltimore  or  to  and  from  the  North,  I  have  respectfully  to  request  that 
you  will  have  them  ordered  to  stop  at  the  Wyandotte,  the  outside  guard 
vessel  on  blockade  for  Hampton  Eoads,  &c.,  and  leave  the  usual  certificate 
from  your  headquarters  or  from  the  proper  officer  detailed  by  you  for 
that  duty,  or  from  tbe  quartermaster  at  the  post  whence  they  came, 
stating  that  the  steamer  in  question  is  then  ia  the  employment  of  the 
Government  and  has  only  army  supplies  on  board  or  is  in  ballast,  as 
the  case  may  be.  This  will  occasion  but  a  few  moments'  delay  and  will 
prevent  violations  of  the  blockade.  The  guard  vessel  has  omitted  all 
steamers  from  her  report,  an  irregularity  which  will  be  corrected  imme 
diately.  It  is  obvious  that  my  instructions  can  be  carried  out  with 
fidelity,  and  yet  without  inconvenience  to  your  branch  of  the  public 
service,  with  your  co-operation. 

I  have  the  honoj-  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Ecar- Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blookading  Squadron. 


UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  PHILADELPHIA^ 

Hampton  Roads,  Va.,  October  25, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix, 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps  : 

GENERAL  :  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  report  ef  the  24th  instant  from  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  United  States  gunboat  Wyandotte,  stationed 
on  blockade  duty  off  Fortress  Monroe,  showing  that  whilst  thus  engaged 
in  the  performance  of  duty  her  officers  were,  when  on  quarter-deck  of  that 
vessel,  deliberately  fired  at  several  times  by  one  of  your  sentinels  and 
narrowly  escaped  being  shot.  Whilst  I  confidently  expect  you  will  con 
sider  that  the  magnitude  of  this  crime  calls  for  a  prompt  trial  by  court- 
martial  and  exemplary  punishment,  I  respectfully  request  to  be  informed 
of  the  course  you  deem  it  your  duty  to  adopt  that  I  may  acquaint  the 
Department  thereof,  in  connection  with  my  report  of  this  grave  affair. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

^  S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


HDQRS.  DEFT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  October  25,  1862. 
Actg.  Bear-Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  : 
ADMIRAL  :  I  have  received  your  communication  of  this  morning,  with 
a  report  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Wyandotte,  stating  that 
her  officers  were  deliberately  fired  on  by  one  of  the  sentinels  at  this 
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post.  It  is  the  first  intimation  I  have  received  from  any  quarter  of  this 
extraordinary  occurrence.  I  shall  take  immediate  measures  to  bring 
the  offender  before  a  court-martial,  that  he  may  be  punished  in  the  most 
exemplary  manner.  I  should  not  have  waited  for  a  request  from  you 
to  that  effect  had  I  been  aware  of  the  occurrence  before  your  communi 
cation  was  received. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  MX, 

Major-  General. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-STEAMER  PHILADELPHIA, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  25,  1802. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  uorps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.  : 
GENERAL:  I  received  yesterday  afternoon  your  communication  of 
October  22,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  telegram  to  you  from  the  honorable 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  the  18th  instant,  informing  you  of  the  con 
clusion  of  the  Cabinet  to  place  the  Norfolk  trade  under  your  personal 
direction  in  the  manner  proposed  by  you  when  you  were  in  Washington. 
In  reply  to  your  inquiry  I  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  say  that  I 
have  not  received  from  the  Navy  Department  the  instructions  referred 
to  by  the  Secretary  of  War  in  his  telegram  of  the  18th,  but  on  the  con 
trary  I  have  received  a  dispatch  from  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  dated  October  22  (four  days  later  than  the  date  of  Secretary 
Stanton's  to  you),  approving  of  the  detention  of  the  schooner  John 
Francis,  loaded  with  merchandise  for  Yorktown,  with  a  permit  from 
you. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  transmit  a  copy  of 
your  letter  and  its  inclosure  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
arid  to  await  the  orders  of  the  Navy  Department  before  attempting  to 
deviate  from  my  present  positive  instructions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  October  25, 1802. 
Hon.  E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

Admiral  Lee  informs  me  that  he  has  no  notice  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  of  the  decision  of  the  Cabinet  as  to  trade  with  Norfolk.  I 
have  communicated  to  him  your  dispatch  of  the  18th,  but  he  has 
directions  from  the  Navy  Department  as  late  as  the  22d  which  seem  to 
be  in  conflict  with  it.  1  am  giving  permits  to  bring  out  staves  and 
other  articles,  and  the  vessels  are  stopped  by  his  orders. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

Raleigh,  October  25,  1802. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER,  U.  S.  A., 

Comdg.  Department  of  North  Carolina,  New  Berne,  TV.  C.  : 
GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  the  18th  instant  was  received  a  few  days 
ago.     1  send  inclosed  herewith  a  list  of  men  belonging  to  Company  K, 
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Thirty-first  Itegiment  North  Carolina  Troops,  who  are  within  your  lines. 
These  men  were  paroled  on  Roanoke  Island,  and  I  respectfully  request 
you  to  send  them  beyond  your  lines. 

Lieut.  Col.  S.  I).  Pool,  Tenth  Regiment,  will  send  a  list  of  the  men 
absent  from  his  command  within  your  lines.  I  would  thank  you  to  send 
them  out  as  promised  in  your  letter  of  the  18th. 

I  received  on  the  20th  a  letter  written  by  Colonel  Potter,  U.  S.  Army, 
commanding  at  Washington,  dated  the  9th  instant,  asking  if  the  "  prac 
tice  of  shooting  pickets  and  vedettes  is  countenanced  by  officers  of 
the  Confederate  Army."  He  stated  in  that  letter  that  "two  of  our 
vedettes  were  yesterday  murdered  in  the  most  cold-blooded  manner." 
The  practice  of  shooting  pickets  is  not  countenanced  by  officers  of  the 
Confederate  States  Army,  but  when  pickets  are  surprised  by  a  superior 
force  and  surrender  demanded  they  are  liable  to  be  shot  if  they  at 
tempt  to  escape.  I  have  investigated  the  case  reported  by  Colonel 
Potter  and  find  that  the  vedettes  referred  to  by  him  were  surprised 
and  ordered  three  times  to  halt  and  surrender  before  they  were  fired 
on.  The  statement  made  by  the  Washington  paper  of  the  llth  instant 
in  regard  to  the  affair  acknowledges  that  they  were  halted  once,  which 
should  have  been  sufficient,  considering  the  force. 

I  am  satisfied  that  the  conduct  of  a  detachment  of  the  Third  New 
York  Cavalry  at  Mr.  Woods',  near  Core  Creek,  was  as  reported  to  you, 
and  I  would  be  glad  to  know  the  result  of  your  investigation  of  the 
matter,  and  what  has  been  done  with  the  guilty  parties. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  MARTIN, 
Brigadier-  General. 

p.  s. — Your  letter  of  the  22d  instant  is  received.  The  one  sent  to  the 
Governor  was  delivered. 

SUFFOLK,  October  26,  1862. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Colonel  Dodge  reports  that  Longstreet  has  arrived  at  Petersburg 
with  30,000  men,  which  force  is  now  occupying  Waverly  (7  miles  from 
Wakefield),  Wakefield,  Berlin,  and  Franklin.  He  also  reports  consid 
erable  force  on  the  Seaboard  and  Eoanoke  road,  probably  within  15 
miles  of  Fanklin. 

The  railroad  at  Ivor  has  been  repaired  and  busy  for  two  days  carry 
ing  troops.  This  information,  save  as  to  the  numbers,  agrees  in  the 
main  with  reports  of  deserters  and  contrabands  whom  I  have  examined. 
Twenty  thousand  troops  may  be  there,  and  perhaps  more. 

JOHST  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


HDQES.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  COUPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  October  27,  1862. 
Actg.  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Bloclcading  Squadron: 
ADMIRAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  report  from  Colonel 
Alford,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  post,  in  regard  to  the  supposed 
firing  on  the  gunboat  lying  off  the  fort  by  a  sentry. 

It  appears  that  a  private  belonging  to  the  guard,  but  not  posted  as 
a  sentinel,  went  outside  of  the  water  battery,  and,  in  violation  of  posi 
tive  orders,  fired  his  musket  three  times  at  some  ducks  a  short  distance 
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from  the  shore.  I  have  examined  the  man  myself,  and  am  satisfied 
from  his  statement  that  it  was  an  act  of  mere  carelessness,  and  that  it 
did  not  occur  to  him  that  any  one  on  board  of  the  gunboat  would  be 
in  danger.  Indeed  he  says,  what  I  have  no  doubt  is  true,  that  he  was 
not  thinking  of  the  gunboat  at  all.  The  occurrence  is  very  much  re 
gretted  by  Colonel  Alford  and  myself,  and,  as  you  will  perceive,  the 
guilty  party  had  been  imprisoned  for  trial  by  court-martial  before  any 
attention  had  been  called  to  the  transaction. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  Genera  I. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-STEAMER  PHILADELPHIA., 

Hampton  Roads,  October  27,  1862—8  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  DIX,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. : 
GENERAL:  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  dispatch  of  this  date  from 
General  Lockwood  at  Druininondtown,  just  received  through  your  tele 
graphic  office. 

The  Coast  Survey  chart  does  not  show  that  a  gunboat  can  approach 
Drummondtowu,  which  the  general  map  shows  is  situated  about  half 
way  between  the  bay  and  sea-coast.  I  will  cheerfully  send  a  gunboat, 
if  it  can  get  where  the  Belvidere  is,  for  moral  effect  and  to  accompany 
such  a  detachment  of  troops  as  you  may  deem  it  proper  to  send  to 
the  assistance  of  General  Lockwood,  but  I  shall  need  instructions  from 
Washington,  which  you  or  General  Wool  may  solicit,  to  justify  the  use 
of  naval  force,  the  necessity  of  which  I  think  may  be  obviated  by  such 
military  measures  as  you  have  the  ready  means  of  taking. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.1  P.  LEE, 
A  ctg.  Rear -Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


NAVY  DEPARTMENT, 

October  27,  18G2. 
lion.  E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  an  extract  from  a  dis 
patch,  dated  the  24th  instant,  received  from  Actg.  Bear- Admiral  S.  P. 
Lee,  commanding  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  in  which 
he  ventures  to  express  his  views  iu  favor  of  abandoning  Yorktow^n  and 
Norfolk. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Inclosure.] 

UNITED  STATES  FLAG-STEAMER  PHILADELPHIA, 

Chesapeake  Bay,  October  24,  1862. 
Hon.  GIDEON  WELLE s^ 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

SIR  :  *  *  *  We  occupy  this  unimportant  and  untenable  position 
(Yorktown)  at  considerable  expense.  I  am  confirmed  in  my  former  be 
lief  that  our  best  course  would  be  to  abandon  this  position  after  de 
stroying  all  the  military  works  at  and  near  Yorktown,  whether  erected 
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• 

by  the  rebels  or  ourselves,  which  could  encourage  a  future  occupation 
even  with  field  pieces  by  the  former,  especially  for  the  purpose  of  an 
noying  the  gunboats,  which  are  sufficient  to  keep  the  blockade  and  po 
lice  of  these  waters.  I  would  apply  the  same  rule  to  all  the  rebel  works 
near  Norfolk,  and  would  hold  no  military  occupation  of  any  place  in 
this  vicinity  outside  Fortress  Monroe  except  such  as  might  be  necessary 
to  protect  our  present  occupation  of  the  Gosport  Navy- Yard.  This 
would  allow  a  large  force,  of  from  20,000  to  30,000  (now  scattered  and 
making,  as  it  were,  a  frontier  line,  liable  to  attack  in  detail),  to  be  con 
centrated  for  the  effectual  prosecution  of  a  campaign,  and  it-would  leave 
our  gunboats  free  to  move  about  and  preserve  a  strict  blockade  instead 
of  occupying  positions  rendered  necessary  only  by  the  positions  of  ihe 
army. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


WASHINGTON,  October  28,  1862—7  p.  in. 
Major-General  Dix: 

The  Secretary  of  State  desires  to  have  a  personal  interview  with  you 
respecting  Norfolk  trade,  about  which  there  is  difficulty  with  the  Navy 
Department,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  you  grant  no  more  permits 
either  for  exports  or  imports. 

You  will  please  come  here  at  your  earliest  convenience,  and  suspend 
all  permits. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-STEAMER  PHILADELPHIA, 

Hampton  Roads,  Va.,  October  28,  18G2. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.  : 
GENERAL  :  Our  troops  in  the  Sounds  have  at  some  important  points  no 
works,  and  are  protected  there  by  the  vessels.     In  view  of  the  threat 
ened  attack  in  that  quarter  the  light-draught  and  heavy  battery  of  the 
Southfield,  which  vessel  \ias  for  some  time  been  undergoing  very  slow 
repairs  at  Norfolk,  make  her  services  absolutely  necessary  in  the  Sounds 
at  this  time.     I  have  urgently  to  request  that  you  will  cause  all  the 
force  at  Norfolk  which  can  be  effectually  employed  to  be  assigned  to 
her,  with  a  view  to  her  immediate  completion. 
I  will  thank  you  for  an  answer  to  this. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  October  29,  1862. 
Actg.  Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron : 
ADMIRAL  :  I  have  not  thought  it  profitable  to  continue  the  discus 
sion  with  you  of  the  blockade  at  this  post,  as  you  assure  me  that  in  all 
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you  have  done  and  are  doing  you  are  carrying  out  the  orders  of  the 
Navy  Pepartment.  I  shall  therefore  address  what  I  have  to  say  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  that  all  questions  arising  here  may  be  adjusted  at 
Washington. 

I  have  endeavored  to  give  you  all  the  aid  in  iny  power  in  carrying- 
out  your  instructions,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so,  for  I  am  as  anxious 
as  you  can  possibly  be  to  prevent  illicit  traffic  with  the  States  or  parts 
of  States  in  actual  insurrection  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  I  agree  with  you  that  those  instructions  may  be  carried 
out  without  inconvenience  to  the  branch  of  the  public  service  with 
which  I  am  connected. 

I  respectfully  suggest  that  as  you  have  a  complete  list  of  all  the 
steamers  in  the  employ  of  the  army  here  they  should  be  allowed  to 
pass  freely  from  this  post  to  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Yorktowu,  and  Newport 
News.  They  will  all  be  provided  with  certificates  from  the  chief  quar 
termaster  of  the  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Lieut.  Col.  C.  W.  Thomas.  The 
authentic  list  sent  to  you  by  me  is  a  certificate  from  myself  that  the 
steamers  named  in  it  are  actually  in  the  employ  of  the  army. 

It  is  desirable  that  the  certificates  given  by  Colonel  Thomas  should 
be  retained  by  the  captains  of  the  steamers.  If  any  steamer  is  dis 
charged,  Colonel  Thomas'  certificate  will  be  taken  from  the  captain,  and 
I  will  notify  you  immediately,  in  order  that  you  may  strike  the  steamer 
from  your  list.  On  the  other  hand,  if  any  new  steamer  is  chartered,  I 
will  give  you  the  like  immediate  notice,  that  you  may  add  it  to  the  list. 

All  steamers  passing  the  Wyaudotte  and  not  being  on  your  list  will 
be  directed  to  stop  and  exhibit  their  certificate.  I  respectfully  suggest 
that  the  steamers  on  your  list,  of  which  the  commander  of  the  Wyan- 
dotte  should  be  provided  with  a  copy,  ought  not  to  be  required  to  stop. 
The  delay  is  often  inconvenient,  independently  of  all  other  considera 
tions.  I  am  going  to  Washington  this  morning  on  the  Metamora,  on  a 
summons  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  it  will  be  neither  convenient 
nor  consistent  with  my  position  as  the  commander  of  the  department 
to  be  stopped  by  the  guard  boat,  when  the  commander  is  aware  that 
the  Metamora  is  in  the  service  of  the  army  and  that  is  the  boat  I  use 
when  I  leave  the  post  in  performance  of  my  military  duties. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


SUFFOLK,  October  29,  1862. 
Major-General  DIX  : 

Colonel  Dodge,  who  commanded  the  cavalry  that  crossed,  gave  the 
information  that  I  reported  from  the  other  side.  It  was  in  every  one's 
mouth  and  so  confidently  talked  that  he  thought  it  was  only  a  question 
of  estimates.  He  says  20,000 ;  they  saying  30,000.  Longstreet's  name 
has  never  been  used  over  there  until  last  week.  Deserters  and  con 
scripts  reported  to  me  that  Longstreet  was  on  his  way  early  in  the 
week,  but  I  did  not  believe  it.  One  says  he  saw  a  division  on  its  way 
for  Longstreet.  When  I  asked  the  sergeant  if  Longstreet  was  there 
he  said  it  would  not  be  proper  to  answer.  He  and  other  persons  spoke 
of  French  and  Pettigrew  freely.  This  population  all  asking  to  go  away 
of  late  is  suspicious.  A  heavy  picket  was  at  Carrsville  last  night. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 
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FORT  MONROE,  YA.,  October  29,  1802. 
General  PECK,  Suffolk: 

General  Keyes  reported  a  force  of  about  800  cavalry  as  approaching 
Williamsburg.  They  intended  attacking  tins  morning,  but  one  of  their 
pickets  was  captured  by  ours  last  night,  and  since  then  nothing  has  been 
done  by  them  except  picking  up  straggling  negroes.  No  infantry  are 
mentioned  as  being  with  them. 

D.  T.  VAN  BUKEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe ,  Va.,  October  30,  1862. 
Hon.  SALMON  P.  CHASE, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  : 

SIR  :  I  have  received  this  evening  your  letter  and  the  papers  prepared 
by  you  concerning  trade  with  Norfolk,  and  I  feel  a  good  deal  of  embar 
rassment  in  regard  to  the  certificate.  There  are  in  Norfolk,  Princess 
Anne,  and  Nansemond  Counties,  which  we  have  taken  possession  of  and 
cut  off  from  Southern  sources  of  supply,  40,000  inhabitants.  We  must 
feed  them,  and  they  can  only  be  fed  from  the  North.  Can  I  certify  that 
the  supplies  they  need — food,  fuel,  clothing  (for  they  must  be  warmed 
and  clothed  as  well  as  fed) — are  "  required  for  military  purposes  ?  "  Will 
not  this  extended  traffic  be  complained  of  as  a  violation  of  the  law  of 
blockade  if  we  admit  that  Norfolk  is  blockaded? 

I  regret  that  the  Government  has  taken  this  view  01  the  subject,  for 
I  feel  with  you  the  exceeding  embarrassment  to  which  it  subjects  us. 

I  have  insisted  that  it  was  a  case  of  military  occupation  and  not  of 
blockade;  that  you  cannot  blockade  your  own  ports  or  a  port  you  have 
taken  from  an  enemy;  that  the  act  of  capture  ipso  facto  terminates  the 
blockade  and  puts  you  in  military  possession  with  a  totally  different 
code  of  law  for  yourself  as  well  as  neutrals.  You  may  make  it  as  to 
them  a  closed,  but  it  is  no  longer  a  blockaded,  port.  In  most  modern 
treaties,  I  believe,  certainly  in  some,  there  is  a  chapter  011  military  oc 
cupation,  stating  the  consequences  that  flow  from  it.  I  conversed  with 
Major- General  Halleck  on  the  subject,  in  Washington,  ten  days  ago, 
and  he  concurred  with  me  fully.  I  also  conferred  with  the  President, 
Secretary  of  State,  and  Secretary  of  War,  and  understood  the  latter  to 
assent  to  my  positions,  and  the  two  former  to  be  at  least  impressed  by 
my  suggestions.  I  was  very  anxious  to  see  you  and  called  both  at  your 
office  and  your  house,  but  was  disappointed. 

My  reasoning  is  briefly  this : 

1st.  Norfolk  is  not  a  blockaded  port,  as  it  lacks  the  fundamental  con 
dition  of  a  blockade — hostile  possession. 

2d.  If  it  is  a  blockaded  port,  the  traffic  allowed  under  the  regulations 
concerning  "  coastwise  intercourse"  is  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  blockade 
recognized  by  all  civilized  States.  A  government  cannot  shut  out  neu 
trals  from  trade  with  a  blockaded  port  and  allow  intercourse  with  such 
port  to  its  own  people. 

3d.  Norfolk  not  being  an  enemy's  port,  but  held  by  military  occupa 
tion,  we  are  free  to  allow  such  traffic  as  is  necessary  to  maintain  the 
possession  and  to  prevent  those  whom  we  have  subjected  to  our  power 
from  suffering  by  hunger  and  cold,  a  duty  enjoined  by  every  considera 
tion  of  humanity.  It  is  on  these  conditions  only  that  the  traffic  pro 
posed  to  be  allowect  can  be  justified, 
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On  the  theory  of  military  occupation  the  answer  to  inquiries  from  the 
representatives  of  foreign  governments  seems  to  me  very  simple  and 
conclusive.  The  Treasury  Department  gives  no  permits  to  trade  5  gen 
eral  trade  is  not  restored ;  the  place  is  governed  by  martial  law,  and  it 
rests  with  the  commander  of  the  forces  to  authorize,  by  special  permits, 
the  introduction  of  such  supplies  as  are  indispensable  for  the  troops  and 
the  people  they  hold  in  subjection  and  no  more.  In  the  exercise  of  this 
authority  he  may  in  his  discretion  grant  permits  to  others  than  our  own 
citizens;  it  is  a  matter  over  which,  as  the  military  commander,  he  has 
the  entire  control,  subject  to  the  interposition  of  the  Government  for  the 
correction  of  abuse. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  it  is  a  blockaded  instead  of  being  simply  a  closed 
port,  you  can  only  reach  your  object  by  certifying  that  the  supplies  nec 
essary  to  the  sustenance  of  40,000  people  are  required  for  military  pur 
poses  or  something  equivalent.  If  the  population  were  but  a  tithe  of 
that  for  which  we  are  to  provide,  though  the  principle  would  not  be 
changed,  the  amount  of  necessaries  sent  to  them  might  not  attract  at 
tention.  But  in  this  case  they  can  hardly  fail  to  be  noticed ;  and  I  do 
not  see  how  you  are  to  maintain  your  ground  on  the  hypothesis  of  a 
blockade  according  to  the  received  principles  of  international  law. 

I  have  made  these  hasty  suggestions  under  a  strong  sense  of  the  em 
barrassment  I  feel  in  regard  to  the  certificate  I  am  required  to  give.  If 
you  can  resolve  my  doubts  I  shall  be  greatly  relieved.  But  the  solution 
of  the  whole  difficulty  in  regard  to  Norfolk  seems  to  be  so  easy  under 
one  view  of  the  question  and  so  beset  with  complications  under  the  other 
that  I  cannot  rest  satisfied  without  stating  to  you  the  conclusions  to 
which  my  reflections  have  brought  me. 

I  do  not  see  that  any  possible  difficulty  can  arise  within  the  block 
aded  region  under  this  solution  of  the  question  of  trade  with  Norfolk. 
Whenever  you  are  blockading  the  enemy's  ports  or  territory  the  law  ol 
blockade  controls;  whenever  you  get  actual  possession  and  hold  by 
military  occupation  the  commander  of  the  forces  governs  under  the  laws 
of  war. 

If  the  question  is  settled  beyond  the  possibility  of  reconsideration  I 
beg  to  be  immediately  advised,  as  the  people  of  Norfolk  are  suffering  for 
want  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  In  any  case  a  speedy  determination  is 
for  the  same  reason  exceedingly  desirable. 

If  the  question  is  not  an  open  one,  will  it  not  be  sufficient  for  me  to 
certify  that  the  shipment,  &c.,  is  ''required  for  the  purposes  of  my  com 
mand  in  this  military  department?" 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  BIX, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  YA.,  Odder  30, 18G2. 
Major-General  Dix: 

No  longer  any  doubt  of  Lougstreet's  arrival  at  Petersburg  with  one 
division  last  week.  It  comes  from  all  quarters  and  from  parties  who 
have  no  knowledge  of  each  other.  It  has  just  come  from  two  of  the 
Surry  Court-House  pickets — deserters.  It  is  only  a  question  as  to  th,e 
numbers  and  positions  of  them.  Will  shell  something  at  2  this  night. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

October  30,  1862. 
Maj.  Goii.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief ',  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  1  am  about  to  start  011  an 
expedition,  for  the  following  purposes : 

Information  was  sent  me  from  Plymouth  by  the  navy  that  three  regi 
ments  had  left  from  the  neighborhood  of  Plymouth  to  go  down  into 
Washington  and  Hyde  Counties,  for  the  purposes  of  foraging  and  ob 
taining  conscripts.  These  counties  form  a  bag,  the  mouth  of  which  is 
between  Washington  and  Plymouth.  If  I  am  not  too  late  (as  the  in 
formation  was  forty  hours  in  reaching  me)  I  hope  to  engage  and  cap 
ture  this  force.  Should  I  accomplish  that  I  shall  push  on  for  Hamilton, 
on  the  Eoanoke  Kiver,  and  endeavor  to  take  that  place.  Should  the 
forces  in  the  counties  above  named  have  escaped  I  will  push  on  at  once 
for  the  same  place.  I  am  led  to  make  this  attempt  from  information 
(received  from  the  Navy)  that  two  iron-clad  gunboats  were  being  con 
structed  there,  and  these,  of  course,  it  is  essential  to  destroy. 

I  shall  take  the  following  force,  to  rendezvous  at  Washington,  N.  G. : 
Belger's  lihode  Island  battery,  six  pieces ;  four  batteries  of  the  Third 
New  York  Artillery,  sixteen  pieces ;  about  130  of  the  Third  New  York 
Cavalry,  and  about  4,000  infantry,  made  up  of  detachments  from  the 
regiments  under  my  command,  and  shall  go  in  command  myself. 

I  learn,  and  I  believe  reliably,  that  Governor  Vance,  of  this  State,  has 
gone  to  Eichmond,  for  the  purpose  of  demanding  of  the  Confederate 
Government  the  return  to  the  State  of  all  the  troops  from  North  Caro 
lina,  and  that  as  an  earnest  of  his  success  several  regiments  have  been 
.already  ordered  here;  so  with  my  force  this  is  my  only  opportunity  to 
strike  a  blow. 

The  New  York  papers  gave  a  very  accurate  statement  of  the  three 
regiments  from  Massachusetts  arrived  at  this  post,  so  of  course  my 
present  force  is  well  known  to  the  enemy. 

As  soon  as  I  return  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  reporting  my  opera 
tions  and  the  results. 

I  am,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-STEAMER  PHILADELPHIA, 

Hampton  Roads,  Va.,  October  31,  18G2. 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.  : 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com 
munication  of  the  29th  instant. 

I  am  gratified  by  your  conclusion  to  adjust  the  question  of  blockade 
with  the  authorities  at  Washington,  and  very  truly  regret  that  you  did 
not  find  it  profitable  to  do  so  soonei?. 

I  have  always  informed  you  of  the  text  of  my  orders  on  this  subject 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  whom  I  have  regularly  communi 
cated  our  correspondence. 

Having  endeavored  faithfully  to  discharge  my  duty,  under  very  clear 
orders  to  maintain  the  blockade  strictly,  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  know 
ing  that  my  conduct  has  been  fully  approved  by  the  Department  in 
every  case  where  military  permits  to  trade  have  been  given  in  violation 
-tftlie  Blockade.  In  this  connection  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  in 
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reply  to  rny  dispatch,  inclosing  a  copy  of  yours  of  the  10th  instant  with 
a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  yon  of  the  18th  instant 
respecting  trade  at  Norfolk,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  informs  me  that 
he  is  expecting  a  communication  from  the  Treasury  or  War  .Department 
specifying  details  of  a  proposed  arrangement  lor  permits,  and  until  it 
is  received  that  he  has  no  new  instructions  to  give  in  regard  to  the 
blockade. 

In  reference  to  the  detention  of  the  William  Penn  the  Navy  Depart 
ment,  under  date  of  the  29th  instant,  approves  rny  course  and  instructs 
me  as  follows : 

Until  the  blockade  is  raised  or  "broken  or  publicly  modified  it  must  be  enforced  in 
good  faith  by  the  navy.  Fort  Monroe  is  not  a  port  of  entry,  and  clearances  are  not 
to  be  made  from  that  point,  which  is,  like  Norfolk,  subject  to  blockade.  If  the  Secre 
tary  of  "War  or  Treasury  have  seized  or  obtained  possession  of  staves  or  tobacco,  or 
any  other  articles  which  belong  to  the  Government,  and  either  of  them  have  author 
ized  such  articles  to  be  exported,  you  will  recognize  their  authority.  But  permits 
from  any  officer  for  general  traffic  or  exports  on  private  account  are  unknown  to  the 
Department  intrusted  with  the  blockade  and  cannot  bo  recognized. 

In  reply  to  my  communication  of  the  24th  instant  you  suggest,  in 
substance,  that  all  the  steamers  in  the  employ  of  the  army,  as  shown  by 
the  authentic  list  you  have  sent  me,  should  pass  the  blockade  without 
stopping  even  at  the  outer  guard  vessel ;  that  Colonel  Thomas,  chief 
quartermaster  here,  will  give  certificates  to  each  steamer,  which  she 
shall  retain  while  so  employed,  and  when  she  is  discharged  Colonel 
Thomas'  certificate  will  be  taken  from  the  captain,  and  you  will  imme 
diately  notify  me,  that  she  may  be  erased  from  the  list  you  have  sent; 
and  if  any  new  steamer  is  chartered  you  will  give  me  like  immediate 
notice,  that  she  may  be  added  to  the  list ;  and  that  all  steamers  not  on 
the  official  list  will  be  directed  to  stop  at  the  outer  guard  vessel  and 
show  their  certificates. 

I  cheerfully  accept  this  proposition,  and  shall  submit  our  correspond 
ence  on  the  subject  and  my  action  in  relation  thereto  for  the  consid 
eration  and  decision  of  the  Navy  Department. 

In  respect  to  the  Metaniora  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  as  soon  as  you  in 
formed  me  she  was  in  your  personal  service  the  gunboat  on  guard  duty 
was  promptly  instructed  on  the  subject.  Had  the  gunboat  on  blockade, 
while  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  you  were  on  board  the  Metaniora,  stop 
ped  her,  I  am  sure  you  would,  on  reflection,  not  have  felt  offended,  as 
military  men  do  not  take  offense  at  the  proper  challenge  of  a  sentinel. 
Yesterday  I  was  not  allowed  to  go  on  the  ramparts  of  Fort  Monroe, 
though  I  was  in  uniform  and  had  made  myself  known,  without  a  permit 
from  one  of  your  officers,  and  then  I  was,  and  very  properly,  I  believe, 
challenged  by  a  sentinel  and  stopped  until  I  exhibited  my  pass.  I  saw 
in  this  only  military  propriety  and  felt  no  infraction  of  dignity  was  in 
tended. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  vours, 

S.  R  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

Raleigh,  November  1,  18G2. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER,  II.  S.  A., 

Comdg.  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Neiv  Berne,  N.  C.  : 
GENERAL  :  Your  letters  of  the  24th  and  28th  ultimo  are  received.     1 
u  appreciate  the  many  difficulties  in  the  way  of  finding,  identifying,  and 
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collecting  individuals  scattered"  within  your  lines  and  your  promptness 
in  sending  them  when  found. 

I  respectfully  request  that  hereafter  all  communications  by  flag  of 
truce  will  be  by  land  as  heretofore,  as  I  shall  feel  constrained  to  decline 
receiving  flags  of  truce  by  boats  sent  up  the  river. 

I  inclose  herewith  a  letter  to  the  Hon.  Edward  Stauly  and  two  others, 
which  I  would  thank  you  to  forward. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  MABTIN, 
Brigadier-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  November  3,  1862. 
Hon.  E.  M.  STANTON: 

I  have  just  learned  that  Major-General  Wool  has  gone  to  Accomack 
County  with  a  large  force.  Two  companies  of  Wilkins'  regiment  of 
Maryland  Home  Guards  refused  to  land  at  Pungoteague  on  Wednes 
day  last.  I  sent  over  my  gunboat  on  a  call  from  General  Lockwood, 
but  before  it  arrived  the  malcontents  had  returned  to  their  duty.  The 
regiment  was  raised  expressly  to  serve  in  Maryland ;  hence  the  discon 
tent,  which  was,  however,  very  brief. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.7  November  3,  1802. 
Actg.  Kear-Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron : 

ADMIRAL:  I  believe  I  have  never  urged  on  you  any  matter  a  com 
pliance  with  which  would  have  been  a  violation  of  your  instructions 
from  the  Navy  Department.  It  is  only  in  cases  which  I  considered 
within  your  discretion  that  I  have  ventured  to,  press  on  you  my  own 
views.  They  are  now  in  possession  of  the  Government  and,  I  have  no 
doubt,  will  be  satisfactorily  disposed  of. 

The  permits  given  by  me,  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  his 
letter  to  you  on  the  29th  ultimo  says  " cannot  be  recognized,"  were  in 
accordance,  in  some  instances,  with  a  special  authority  from  the  Secre 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  and  in  others  with  a  general  authority  emanating 
from  the  same  Department.  I  shall  of  course  give  no  more  until  this 
conflict  of  opinion  and  action  is  reconciled. 

In  regard  to  the  occurrence  alluded  to  in  your  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo 
within  the  fort,  it  is  proper  to  state  that  there  is  a  permanent  rule, 
adopted  long  ago,  that  no  officer  can  go  upon  the  ramparts  without  the 
permission  of  the  officer  of  the  day,  unless  he  is  accompanied  by  the 
commanding  general  or  one  of  his  staff.  The  rule  is  applicable  to  all 
officers,  whether  belonging  to  the  garrison  or  not,  or  whether  of  the 
Army  or  Navy.  The  case  would  be  precisely  similar  if  I  had  gone  on 
board  of  one  of  your  vessels  without  announcing  myself. 

But  in  the  case  of  the  harbor  I  respectfully  suggest  that  it  is  entirely 
different.  I  have  from  the  beginning  objected  to  the  blockade  of  this 
fort  by  a  gunboat  stationed  under  its  guns  as  entirely  unprecedented, 
unnecessary,  and  in  disregard  of  the  comity  and  friendly  understanding 
which  should  exist  between  your  service  and  mine,  and  which  I  am  most 
anxious  to  preserve. 

29  R  R — VOL  xym 
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Knowing  your  instructions,  when  I  found  the  Metamora  wanted  for 
another  purpose,  and  when  I  decided  to  go  to  Washington  in  the  City 
of  Hudson,  the  Norfolk  mail-boat,  I  sent  on  board  the  Wyandotte  to 
advise  the  commander  that  I  should  pass  in  the  last-named  steamer, 
and  that  I  was  in  haste  to  obey  a  summons  from  the  Secretary  of  War. 
While  objecting  to  the  arrangement  in  my  communications  with  you,  I 
have  nevertheless  been  careful  not  to  act  in  contravention  of  it;  and  I 
now  repeat,  and  appeal  to  your  courtesy  in  making  the  request,  that 
the  Wyandotte  may  be  stationed  above  the  Baltimore  Wharf,  and  that 
this  fortress,  the  headquarters  of  the  department,  may  be  relieved  from 
a  system  of  visitation  to  which  it  was  never  before  subjected.  I  should 
not  make  the  request  if  I  did  not  feel  a  perfect  assurance  that  every 
public  object  in  view  could  be  as  effectually  accomplished,  and  that  it 
is  a  matter  entirely  in  your  own  discretion. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-STEAMER  PHILADELPHIA, 

Hampton  Roads,  Va.,  November  4,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  DIX,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps ,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. : 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two 
communications  of  yesterday. 

The  witnesses  on  board  the  Wyandotte,  in  the  case  of  Private  Gill, 
have  been  directed  to  obey  the  summons  of  the  judge-advocate. 

Considering  your  request  for  the  removal  of  the  Wyandotte  as  a  vir 
tual  proposition  to  raise  the  blockade  of  these  waters  in  violation  of  my 
instructions  from  the  Navy  Department,  I  have  respectfully  to  inform 
you  that  I  have  referred  your  application  to  that  Department  for  in 
structions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


TREASURY  DEPARTMENT, 

November  6,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  DIX,  Fort  Monroe : 

GENERAL:  I  have  read  your  letter  of  the  27th  [30th]  ultimo,  and  the 
subject  has  been  again  considered  by  the  President  and  the  Cabinet. 
I  am  myself  strongly  inclined  to  adopt  youi»  views  in  regard  to  military 
occupation,  but  would  not  the  certificate  now  required,  or  one  in  sub 
stance  the  same,  be  equally  necessary  in  case  that  Norfolk,  Princess 
Anne,  &c.,  were  regarded  not  as  blockaded  but  as  militarily  occupied  ? 
At  any  rate  for  the  present  it  is  not  decided  to  change  the  existing  regu 
lation.  The  subject  is  reserved  for  further  consideration.  The  certifi 
cate  and  request  mentioned  in  my  letter  will  still  be  required  as  condi 
tions  for  the  clearances.  I  see  no  special  objection,  however,  to  sub 
stituting  for  the  words  " military  purposes"  the  words  a  for  the  purpose 
of  my  military  command,"  as  suggested  by  you,  in  conversation,  though 
I  prefer  the  former  phrase,  which  I  regard  as  equivalent  in  meaning. 
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I  prefer  it  simply  because  those  words  have  hitherto  been  used  in  the 
certificates  from  the  War  Department. 

With  the  very  highest  respect  and  esteem,  I  remain,  dear  general, 
truly,  yours, 

S.  P.  CHASE. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe.  November  7,  1862. 

• 

Hon.  SALMON  P.  CHASE,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  : 

Your  letter  of  the  6th  is  just  received.  The  Secretary  of  War  has  di 
rected  me  to  give  no  permits  at  present  to  take  anything  to  or  from  Nor 
folk.  Those  I  gave  previously  under  your  instructions  have  been  dis 
honored  by  Admiral  Lee,  under  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy.  The  Government  owes  it  to  me,  to  itself,  and  to  the  people  of 
Norfolk,  who  are  starving  with  hunger  and  cold,  to  do  something.  I 
am  willing  to  give  any  certificate  which  will  insure  these  people  lood, 
fuel,  and  clothing.  The  loyal -portion  of  the  people  of  Norfolk  and  the 
Government  employes  not  in  the  army  are  all  suffering.  Even  the 
officers,  who  do  not  draw  rations,  are  paying  enormous  prices  for  all  the 
necessaries  of  life. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington  City,  D.  (7.,  November  8,  1862. 
Hon.  GIDEON  WELLES,  Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

SIR:  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me  whether  instructions 
have  been  given  to  Admiral  Lee  to  pass  staves  and  other  products  from 
Suffolk  and  Norfolk,  on  the  permit  of  Major-General  Dix,  to  go  North 
for  the  purchase  of  supplies  I 

The  accompanying  telegram  from  General  Dix  is  the  occasion  for  the 
inquiry. 

Yours,  truly, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Inclosure.] 

FORT  MONROE,  November  8,  1862. 
Hon.  E.  M.  STANTON,  Secretary  of  War: 

Am  I  authorized  to  permit  the  people  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  to  send 
North  staves  and  other  products  to  pay  for  supplies,  and  has  the  Sec 
retary  of  the  Navy  instructed  Admiral  Lee  to  pass  them  ? 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  November  8, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina  : 

GENERAL  :  When  in  Washington  last  week  I  was  told  by  Major-Gen 
eral  Halleck  that  re-enforcements  had  been  sent  to  you  and  that  you 
might  perhaps  move  on  Goldsborough  or  some  point  farther  north, 
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possibly  Weld  on,  and  cut  the  railroad  connection  between  Eichraond 
and  the  Southeastern  Atlantic  States.  To  reach  Weldon  you  would 
have  a  long  inarch,  unless  you  ascend  the  Tar  or  Roanoke  Eivers  under 
the  cover  of  gunboats  $  but  1  suppose  in  either  case  troops  might  be 
drawn  from  Petersburg  or  its  vicinity  to  oppose  you.  I  think  it  would 
be  in  my  power  to  defeat  such  a  purpose  by  making  a  strong  demon 
stration  of  an  attack  on  some  point  between  Weldon  and  Petersburg. 
The  enemy  has  a  considerable  force,  which  I  can  at  least  hold  in  check 
and  neutralize  on  the  Blackwater,  near  which  it  is  embodied.  If  you 
have  any  movement  in  contemplation  it  will  afford  me  great  pleasure 
to  co-operate  with  you,  and  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  do  so  more  effect 
ually  than  I  have  above  suggested. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

NAVY  DEPARTMENT, 

November  9,  1862. 
Hon.  E.  M.  STANTON,  Secretary  of  War  : 

SIR:  In  reply  to  your  inquiry  of  the  8th  instant  I  have  the  honor  to 
inform  you  that  this  Department  has  issued  no  instructions  to  Acting 
Eear-  Admiral  Lee  to  allow  exports  from  Suffolk  or  Norfolk  or  any 
other  place  within  the  limits  of  the  blockade  confided  to  him. 

He  is  not  authorized  to  recognize  permits  of  any  one  but  the  Secre 
tary  of  the  Treasury  and  Secretary  of  War.  I  am  not  aware  that  the 
blockade  enforced  by  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  has  in 
any  respect  been  modified  except  by  the  President's  proclamation  open 
ing  the  port  of  Beaufort. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


WASHINGTON,  November  12, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  DIX: 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  I  send  the  following  orders  of 
the  President : 

EXECUTIVE  MANSION, 
Washington,  November  12, 1862. 

Ordered,  first,  that  clearances  issued  by  the  Treasury  Department  for  vessels  or 
merchandise  bound  for  the  port  of  Norfolk,  for  the  military  necessi  ies  of  the  depart 
ment,  certified  by  the  military  commandant  at  Fort  Monroe,  shall  be  allowed  to  enter 
said  port ;  second,  that  vessels  and  domestic  produce  from  Norfolk,  permitted  by  the 
military  commandant  at  Fort  Monroe  for  the  military  purposes  of  his  command,  shall 
on  his  permit  be  allowed  to  pass  from  said  port  to  its  destination  to  any  port  not 
blockaded  by  the  United  States. 

A.  LINCOLN. 

JOHN  TUCKER, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington  City,  November  13,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Commanding,  J?ort  Monroe,  Va. : 

GENERAL  :  In  view  of  the  numerous  applications  made  to  this  De 
partment  for  permits  to  trade  with  Norfolk,  Portsmouth,  and  Suffolk^ 
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and  the  large  aggregate  amount  of  goods  embraced  in  the  schedules 
(almost  if  not  quite  enough  to  supply  Eichmond  as  well  as  Norfolk  and 
its  neighborhood),  the  Secretary  of  War  deems  it  proper  to  suggest  that 
in  acting  upon  applications  for  licenses  to  ship  goods  to  those  places 
care  should  be  taken  to  scale  them  down  so  as  to  limit  the  supplies  im 
ported  to  the  actual  necessities  of  the  inhabitants.  Unless  this  be  done 
the  places  named  will  again  become  depots  of  supplies  for  the  rebels  at 
Eichmond.  An  estimate  of  the  population  of  Norfolk,  Portsmouth,  and 
Suffolk,  counting  four  children  or  negroes  as  the  equivalent  of  one 
adult  citizen,  will  enable  you  readily  to  determine  approximately,  by 
the  application  of  the  army  ration  and  clothing  tables,  the  quantities  of 
articles  required  by  the  inhabitants  to  supply  their  necessities. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  HETZEL, 

Off  New  Berne,  N.  0.,  November  13, 1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina : 

GENERAL  :  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  offer  for  your  consideration 
the  following  copy  of  a  dispatch,  dated  November  4  instant,  and  re 
ceived  this  day  from  Acting  Eear- Admiral  Lee,  viz : 

I  have  official  information  that  the  rebel  gunboat  No.  290  is  on  the  coast.  She  may 
have  consorts.  Notify  the  vessels  under  my  command  in  the  Sounds  of  this  and 
promptly  give  the  intelligence  to  General  Foster. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  DAYENPOET, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  in  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


SUFFOLK,  November  14,  1862. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe  : 

I  am  surprised  that  General  Foster  did  not  advise  you  of  his  opera 
tions,  as  we  could  at  that  time  have  threatened  about  the  Blackwater. 
His  movement  will  cause  some  concentration  of  troops,  which  may  per 
haps  extend  to  the  Blackwater  region. 

A  Georgia  deserter,  who  left  the  company  near  Surry  Oourt-House 
last  night,  says  Longstreetfs  troops  are  coming  to  Suffolk.  His  lieu 
tenant  said  that  he  saw  15,000  of  them,  and  that  they  were  barefooted 
and  very  destitute  of  clothing. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  November  14, 1862. 
Major-General  Dix: 

With  your  approval  will  have  4,000  infantry,  1,000  cavalry,  and  bat 
tery  of  artillery  4  miles  above  Franklin  before  dawn  of  Tuesday.  Pro 
pose  to  cross  cavalry  and  about  1,500  infantry,  with  one  rilled  cannon 
and  two  mountain  howitzers,  under  Spear  and  Foster.  Wish  to  clear 
all  the  neck  to  Nottoway  if  possible,  and  reach  Jerusalem  with  cavalry. 
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This  will  have  mucli  effect  on  pending  operations  about  Weldon  and 
Petersburg.  Can  you  not  give  ine  Jourdan's  regiment  ?  Shall  send 
Wessells  in  command.  If  weather  should  be  unfavorable  will  delay. 
Getting  boats  ready  for  a  bridge. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


KDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  November  15,  1862. 
P.  H.  WATSON,  Esq., 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War: 

I  have  just  received  your  communication  of  the  13th  instant. 

Please  say  to  the  Secretary  of  War  that  his  wishes  have  been  in  every 
particular  anticipated : 

1st.  I  had  an  estimate  made  two  weeks  ago  of  the  principal  articles 
needed  for  the  population  within  our  lines  at  Norfolk  and  vicinity.  I 
am  reducing  it  to  greater  precision  by  an  actual  enumeration  of  the  in 
habitants,  considerably  diminished  in  number  by  the  war  since  the  last 
census. 

2d.  I  have  opened  a  set  of  books  in  which  are  to  be  entered,  under  their 
proper  heads,  each  article  and  the  quantity  of  each  article  for  which  per 
mits  are  granted  and  also  the  quantities  actually  received,  so  that  the 
footings  of  each  day  will  exhibit  the  aggregate  of  both. 

No  effort  will  be  spared  to  prevent  abuse. 

I  am,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major -General. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington  City,  November  15,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Commanding,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 

GENERAL  :  A  letter  was  addressed  to  you  by  this  Department,  under 
date  of  the  13th  instant,  in  relation  to  permits  to  trade  with  Norfolk, 
Portsmouth,  and  Suffolk.  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  inform 
you  that  as  the  action  of  which  you  will  be  duly  advised  is  contemplated 
there  will.be  no  necessity  for  compliance  on  your  part  with  the  sugges 
tions  contained  in  the  communication  above  referred  to. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


FORT  MONROE,  November  15, 1862. 
Major-General  PECK: 

I  approve  of  your  plan.  If  you  cross  only  1,500  cavalry  they  must  be 
free  from  all  incumbrances,  so  as  to  move  rapidly,  and  you  should  have 
the  residue  of  your  force  ready  to  move  to  their  support  if  assailed  by 
superior  numbers.  Try  to  make  the  officers  and  men  feel  that  they  are 
equal  to  double  their  numbers,  as  I  believe  they  are. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
•  Major-  General, 
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FORT  MONROE,  November  15, 1862. 
Major-General  PECK,  Suffolk: 

I  approve  entirely  of  your  movements  on  the  Blackwater.  These  lit 
tle  successes  encourage  our  men  and  habituate  them  to  the  fire  of  the 
enemy.  The  weather  is  fine.  Keep  a  portion  of  your  troops  in  motion, 
but  let  them  be  careful  and  not  be  surprised.  The  immense  number  of 
cross-roads  require  the  utmost  vigilance.  Finish  the  railroad  bridge  as 
soon  as  possible. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

NOVEMBER  16,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  DIX,  Fort  Monroe  : 

A  few  days  since  I  telegraphed  that  Longstreetfs  troops  had  passed 
Petersburg,  some  15,000.  A  deserter  from  Surry  Court-House  learned 
this  from  one  of  his  officers,  who  had  been  to  the  city.  A  special  dis 
patch  from  Washington  to  Philadelphia  Inquirer  on  the  14th  confirms 
the  report  by  news  from  Culpeper.  Foster's  operations  do  not  appear  to 
have  been  entirely  successful.  They  can  concentrate  so  rapidly  the 
chances  are  in  their  favor. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  VIRGINIA, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  November  17,  1862. 

His  Excellency  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 

President  of  the  United  States  : 

.  SIR  :  I  feel  a  strong  sympathy  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  Eastern 
Shore  of  Virginia — Accomack  and  Northampton  Counties.  When  I  sent 
an  armed  force  against  them,  giving  them  assurances  of  protection  and 
promising  them  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights  of  loyal  citizens,  they 
laid  down  their  arms.  They  have  at  no  time  since  been  in  rebellion 
against  the  United  States ;  ou  the  contrary,  they  have  united  themselves 
to  Western  Virginia ;  they  have  had  two  elections,  and  they  have  sent 
strong  Union  men  to  the  Legislature  and  Congress.  In  all  things  they 
have  fulfilled  the  conditions  on  which  I  pledged  to  them  equality  in 
rights' and  privileges  with  the  people  of  the  loyal  States.  When  you 
issued  your  proclamation  in  July  last,  designating  the  States  and  parts 
of  States  that  were  to  be  deemed  loyal  and  omitting  these  two  counties, 
I  thought  to  write  to  you  begging  that  they  should  be  added  to  the 
number  thus  designated.  I  write  now  to  make  the  request  in  order 
that  they  may  be  relieved  from  the  penalties  of  disloyalty,  and  that  the 
taint  of  disaffection  may  not  rest  upon  a  community  in  which  no  such 
feeling  exists  excepting  in  individual  cases  which  may  unfortunately 
be  found  everywhere.  They  are  entitled  to  exemption  by  their  loyal 
conduct  during  the  last  year,  and  the  effect  of  such  a  declaration  from 
you  at  this  time  could  not  fail  to  have  a  beneficial  effect  in  other  quar 
ters.  But  it  is  chiefly  as  an  act  of  justice  to  them  that  I  urge  it,  and  I 
am  sure  you  will  appreciate  the  earnestness  with  which  I  press  it  when 
you  consider  the  relation  in  which  1  stand  to  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 
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HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  November  17,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK,  General-in-Chief: 

GENERAL  :  I  return  herewith  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas 
ury  of  the  16th  ultimo,  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Maj.  E.  W.  Shenk, 
One  hundred  and  thirty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  of  the  15th, 
which  I  received  yesterday.*  Major  Shenk  charges  that  the  "flag-ot- 
truce  boats  are  now  and  have  heretofore  been  to  great  extent  used,  in 
addition  to  their  lawful  mission,  to  pass  contraband  goods  and  other 
articles  through  the  lines  at  Aiken's  Landing  on  James  River."  He 
states  two  grounds  for  his  charge :  First,  that  a  trunk  containing  cloths, 
&c.,  was  placed  by  accident  on  board  of  the  boat  under  his  command; 
and,  second,  that  he  was  approached  by  a  certain  Col.  Blanton  Duncan, 
of  Kentucky,  to  enter  into  an  arrangement  to  pass  goods,  &c.  On  these 
grounds  he  brings  a  general  accusation  against  the  officers  in  charge  of 
flag-of- truce  boats,  accusing  not  only  them  but  the  authorities  here  with 
want  of  "  ordinary  watchfulness."  Why  did  he  not  report  these  facts 
to  me  on  his  return  from  Aiken's  Lauding  that  I  might  institute  proper 
inquiries  to  detect  and  punish  the  frauds  and  the  neglect  which  he 
charges  upon  officers  here  ?  Why  send  his  charges  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  who  could  at  best  only  refer  them  to  me  for  examination  and 
report.  Major  Shenk  was  not  placed  in  charge  of  a  flag-of- truce  boat 
by  my  order.  He  came  here  from  Washington.  It  is  probable  that  the 
trunk  to  which  he  refers  was  put  on  board  his  boat  there,  and  that  no 
one  was  in  fault  but  himself;  but  he  was  placed  under  my  control,  and 
it  was  his  duty  to  have  reported  to  me  on  his  return  from  Aikeu's  Land 
ing,  the  more  so  as  he  was  detained  here  by  me  and  sent  several  times 
up  the  James  Eiver.  He  not  only  neglected  his  duty  but  brought  a 
totally  unfounded  accusation,  as  I  believe,  against  others. 

I  venture  to  say  that  flags  of  truce  have  never  been  used  with  a  more 
careful  regard  to  their  sacred  character  than  at  this  post.  I  have 
always  selected  the  most  discreet  and  vigilant  officers  and  placed  them 
under  the  most  rigid  instructions.  So  careful  have  I  been  not  to  violate 
them  that  I  refused  permission  to  one  of  the  principal  officers  at  this 
post  to  send  some  mourning  garments  to  a  little  girl,  his  niece,  in  Rich 
mond,  that  she  might  notice  in  the  customary  mode  the  death  of  a  near 
relative.  Passengers  have  only  been  allowed  to  take  their  wearing  ap 
parel,  except  in  a  single  instance,  in  which  a  French  lady  of  advanced 
age  had  permission  to  take  some  claret  for  her  own  use.  Confederate 
prisoners  have  not  been  permitted  to  take  anything  with  them  but  their 
ordinary  baggage,  and  articles  in  their  possession  not  comiug  within 
this  restriction  have  been  uniformly  taken  from  them.  The  only  in 
stance  in  which  I  have  allowed  anything  to  be  sent  to  Aiken's  Land 
ing  was  for  Mr.  Aiken  himself.  He  had  been  very  kind  to  our  sick 
officers  and  men,  and  I  allowed  him  to  purchase  in  Baltimore  four  boxes 
of  tin  to  repair  his  roof,  1,000  cigars,  and  a  dozen  pocket  handkerchiefs, 
all  for  his  own  use.  I  have  been  thus  particular  because  Major  Shenk, 
who  appears  to  have  had  more  zeal  than  discretion  or  just  conception 
of  his  own  duty,  has  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  trust  in  failing  to  report 
to  me  the  facts  stated  in  his  letter,  and  has  done  a  great  injustice  to  the 
officers  in  charge  of  flag-of- truce  boats  by  bringing  accusations  against 
them  implying  either  fraud  or  gross  negligence. 

I  am.  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

*  See  p.  429. 
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HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

New  Berne,  November  IS,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.: 

GENERAL  :  Referring  to  my  report  of  recent  reconnaissance,  I  have 
the  honor  to  make  the  following  statements : 

The  enemy  have  much  increased  their  force  and  their  activity  in  this 
State.  We  have  engaged  at  different  times  in  one  way  and  another 
seven  old  regiments,  viz,  the  Eighth,  Tenth,  Seventeenth,  Twenty-sixth, 
Thirty-first,  Fifty -first,  and  Fifty-ninth  ;  and  I  am  informed  by  what  I 
consider  reliable  authority  that  Governor  Vance  has  had  a  difficulty  or 
quarrel  with  President  Davis  as  regards  conscripts,  the  consequence  of 
which  is  that  the  Governor  is  raising  or  has  raised  two  brigades  of  con 
scripts  within  assisting  distance  of  Goldsborough.  Their  artillery  force 
I  think  to  be  inferior  to  mine  as  yet.  There  were  at  Tarborough  sixteen 
pieces,  and  I  found  threatening  this  town  on  my  return  ten  other  pieces. 
These,  with  the  supporting  force,  retired  on  my  return.  And  in  the 
same  connection  I  would  state  that  I  heard  near  Tarborough  of  the 
appointment  of  General  Longstreet  to  the  command  of  this  department. 
This  report  has  since  been  confirmed,  both  here  and  in  the  Richmond 
papers.  In  addition,  Governor  Vance  in  person  was  with  the  forces 
at  Tarborough. 

I  would  respectfully  remark  that  the  above  simple  statements  prove 
the  reliability  of  my  opening  paragraph,  and,  in  addition,  show  the  de 
termination  of  the  enemy  to  withstand  my  advances  in  their  rich  coun 
try  of  the  eastern  counties,  and  also,  if  possible,  to  diminish  my  hold  on 
that  section.  On  the  other  hand  the  weakening  influences  of  the  past 
malarious  season  has  so  weakened  the  strength  of  my  old  regiments 
that  for  hard,  active  service  I  have  scarcely  available  one-half  their 
nominal  strength  at  the  moment.  The  new  regiments  (nine-months' 
men)  arrived  here,  viz,  the  Third,  Fifth,  Forty-third,  Forty-fourth, 
Forty-fifth,  and  Forty-sixth  Massachusetts,  are  good  troops  but  are 
new,  and  some  never  have  had  their  arms,  and  I  should  wish  some  drill 
before  trusting  them  in  a  fight. 

Admiral  Lee  has  been  here,  and  with  him  I  have  had  a  full  and  free 
talk,  and  am  happy  to  say  that  he  fully  coincides  with  me  in  my  views 
as  to  co-operation  and  as  to  force  required. 

Referring  to  the  above  simple  statements  I  would  most  respectfully 
suggest  that  if  possible  I  should  be  allowed  at  once  10,000  old  troops  in 
addition  to  the  few  new  troops  ordered  here,  and  would  express  my 
hopes  and  wishes  that  those  old  troops  should  be  the  men  of  the,  Ninth 
Army  Corps,  with  whom  I  have  been  associated,  and  of  which  corps  I 
was  the  senior  officer  under  General  Burnside. 

The  sooner  I  have  the  force  the  sooner  I  will  endeavor  to  perform  my 
plans,  and,  1  think,  the  views  of  Government,  viz,  the  cutting  of  the  rail 
road  (Weldon  and  Wilmington)  and  the  taking  of  Wilmington  and  the 
works  at  New  Inlet  and  the  mouth  of  the  Cape  Fear  River. 

I  most  respectfully  request,  in  addition  to  the  officer  recommended 
for  promotion  to  brigadier-general,  that  three  regular  brigadier-generals 
be  sent  me,  and  as  a  matter  of  choice  I  would  suggest  General  Gillrnore, 
and  if  none  be  available  now  appointed,  call  your  attention  to  Captains 
Prime,  Morton,  and  Casey,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Biggs  or  Capt.  D.  W.  Flagler,  Ordnance  Corps,  as  most  accept 
able  to  me.  I  would  also  ask  an  engineer  officer,  of  which  I  have  none, 
and  an  ordnance  officer.  I  have  received  from  General  Dix  a  letter  as 
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to  his  co-operation  with  me  in  any  attempt  to  cut  the  railroad  commu 
nications,  and  would  say  that  such  co-operation  would  be  most  desirable, 
as  proved  at  Tarborough,  where  the  re-enforcements  came  even  from 
Petersburg.  I  can  act  and  he  assist  if  the  line  be  cut  south  of  Weldon, 
and  he  act  and  I  assist  if  at  Weldon,  which  point  he  can  reach  more 
easily  than  I. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv 
ant. 

j.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major -General,  Commanding. 


SUFFOLK,  YA.,  November  18,  1862. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe  : 

In  consequence  of  our  several  repeated  attacks  upon  Franklin,  Zuni, 
&c.,  the  rebel  authorities  have  been  led  to  the  belief  that  my  force  is 
large  and  that  I  have  designs  upon  their  communications.  My  belief 
is  that  they  are  bringing  back  all  the  forces  taken  away. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  November  18, 1862. 
General  Dix : 

You  will  see  that  the  Eichmond  papers  of  October  29,  and  since,  are 
calling  attention  to  movements  on  Weldon  from  Suifolk. 

They  also  give  it  out  that  they  are  driven  out  of  Franklin  after  a 
severe  fight.  See  Petersburg  Express  27th,  in  Philadelphia  Inquirer 
of  17th. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.,  November  18,  1862. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe  : 

Please  give  me  your  best  opinion  as  to  the  number  of  the  enemy  now 
at  Richmond  and  also  at  Petersburg. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


FORT  MONROE,  November  18,  1862 — 2  p.  m. 
His  Excellency  the  PRESIDENT  : 

My  only  reliable  information  in  regard  to  the  enemy's  forces  in  Rich 
mond  and  vicinity  of  Petersburg  comes  from  a  man  who  has  not  been 
here  for  four  weeks.  It  was  then  11,000  on  and  near  the  Blackwater, 
north  of  Franklin  or  Carrsville;  at  Petersburg,  700;  at  Richmond,  7,000 ; 
between  the  James  and  Chickahominy,  7,000;  and  near  White  House, 
1,500;  total,  27,200.  This  is  my  latest  information.  The  forces  at  dif 
ferent  points  frequently  vary,  and  I  place  little  reliance  on  reports 
brought  to  me  by  deserters,  stragglers,  and  negroes. 

I  sent  4,000  men  to  the  Blackwater  yesterday,  intending  to  cross. 
While  writing  this  dispatch  information  is  sent  to  me  by  Major- General 
Peck,  from  Suffolk,  that  the  expedition  found  the  enemy  re-enforced  in 
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artillery  and  infantry  at  Franklin  (Carrsville  on  the  maps)  and  the  fords 
blocked.  A  sharp  skirmish  was  going  on  across  the  river,  which  is  very 
narrow  higher  up.  The  enemy  is  on  this  side  of  the  Blackwater,  and 
our  pickets  are  engaged  almost  every  night.  The  moment  I  can  get 
any  reliable  information  as  to  the  force  in  Richmond  and  Petersburg  I 
will  forward  it.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  force  specified  in  the 
district  embraced  in  the  enumeration  at  the  beginning  of  this  dispatch 
is  reduced  rather  than  increased.  In  twelve  hours  it  can  be  concentrated 
either  at  Bichmond  or  Petersburg. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  November  18, 1862. 
General  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief: 

I  have  just  received  the  following  dispatch  from  Major-General  Peck, 
at  Suffolk,  viz : 

A  communication  has  just  been  received  by  the  surgeon  of  the  One  hundred  and 
thirty-second  New  York,  from  headquarters  Banks'  expedition,  medical  director,  order 
ing  immediately  certain  reports  about  officers,  ambulances,  &c.  It  came  direct.  I 
ask  for  explanation  and  for  instructions.  We  need  more  troops  here,  and  can  hardly 
afford  to  lose  this  regiment. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  G  enera  I . 

Independently  of  the  impropriety  of  asking  information  from  my  sub 
ordinates,  except  through  me,  I  must  request  that  this  regiment  may 
not  be  taken  from  me.  Indeed,  General  Casey  has  only  sent  me  three 
of  the  four  regiments  he  was  ordered  to  send.  I  have  sent  4,000  men  to 
the  Blackwater  to-day,  with  a  view  to  cross.  Our  vessels  have  been 
fired  on  almost  every  night  for  a  week.  At  Gloucester  yesterday  we 
lost  6  men  in  killed  and  wounded  and  3  taken  prisoners.  We  captured 
3  and  did  about  the  same  damage  to  the  enemy. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


WASHINGTON,  November  19, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  DIX: 

No  orders  have  been  given  to  my  knowledge  for  any  part  of  your  com 
mand  to  report  to  Major-General  Banks. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

NOVEMBER  19, 1862. 
Maj  or- General  DIX,  Fort  Monroe  : 

Wessells  remained  all  night  at  Beaver  Dam  Church,  a  short  distance 
from  Franklin,  and  moved  at  dawn. 

The  rebels  were  telegraphing  over  the  country  with  various  colored 
lights  until  long  after  midnight. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 
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SUFFOLK,  November  19,  1862. 
Major-General  Dix: 

The  cars  were  running  from  Petersburg  to  Zuni  all  last  night,  and  it 
is  presumed  with  additions  of  force.  This  information  has  just  come  in, 
and  I  doubt  not  accounts  for  the  signals.  Probably  intending  to  strike 
here  in  the  absence  of  one-half  of  my  force,  or  strike  Wessells  in  the 
flank.  Colonel  Dodge  is  going  out  toward  Zuni  to  watch  any  move 
ments. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

SUFFOLK,  November  19, 1862. 
Major-General  Dix: 

A  courier  is  just  in  from  the  commander  of  Winfield,  N.  C.,  and 
of  the  gunboat  there;  states  200  rebel  infantry  crossed  Chowan  and  are 
threatening  the  region.  Lieutenant  Etheridge  is  near  the  gunboat  with 
his  party  and  has  destroyed  their  boats.  They  attacked  the  camp  last 
night. 

Wessells  is  in  with  his  force. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

SUFFOLK,  November  19, 1862. 
Major-General  Dix: 

The  Weldon  road  is  now  in  complete  order  to  the  Nottoway,  5J  miles 
from  Franklin.  I  have  positive  information  that  they  are  building  the 
bridge  across  that  river. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Fa.,  November  19, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  six  telegraphic  dispatches  from 
Major-Ceiieral  Peck.* 

1  wrote  to  General  Foster  soon  after  I  saw  you  in  Washington,  offer 
ing  to  co-operate  with  him,  and  promising  at  least  a  demonstration  on 
the  Blackwater  which  might  produce  a  diversion  in  his  favor.  I  have 
had  no  answer  from  him  and  have  acted  on  the  presumption  that  my 
letter  never  reached  him,  although  in  sending  expeditions  to  the  Black- 
water  I  have  been  influenced  also  by  the  desire  to  accustom  my  troops 
to  marching,  bivouacking,  &c.,  and  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 

1  inclose  a  map  of  the  district  between  Suffolk  and  the  Blackwater, 
on  which  the  roads  are  carefully  drawn.t 

Will  you  please  let  the  President  see  the  accompanying  telegraphic 
dispatches,  which  may  throw  a  little  light  on  my  dispatch  to  him  yes 
terday  ? 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

*  Probably  tliose  of  18th  and  19th,  pp.  458-460.  tNot  found. 
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HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  VIRGINIA, 

November  22,  1862. 
Hon.  E.  M.  STANTON: 

SIR  :  I  have  received  your  order  appointing  Dr.  Le  Grand  Eussell 
"  special  commissioner  to  take  charge  of  the  colored  refugees  from  the 
enemy  at  Fortress  Monroe  and  its  vicinity,"  and  shall  do  all  in  my  power 
to  aid  him  in  the  proper  discharge  of  his  duties. 

The  peculiar  phraseology  of  the  order  suggests  the  propriety  of  stat 
ing  that  all  the  negroes  here  are  not  refugees  from  the  enemy.  On  the 
contrary,  there  are  a  number  who  are  fugitives  from  the  service  of 
Union  men,  who  have  been  persecuted  by  the  secessionists  for  their 
fidelity  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  a  few  who  belong 
to  persons  residing  in  districts  which  have  never  been  in  possession  of 
the  insurgents.  Some  Union  families  in  this  neighborhood  have  lost 
all  their  negroes,  whom  I  have,  in  obedience  to  the  act  of  Congress, 
refused  to  give  up.  It  will  be  troublesome  to  separate  one  class  from 
the  other,  and  assuming  that  the  order  was  not  intended  to  make  any 
distinction,  1  shall,  unless  otherwise  directed,  put  Dr.  Eussell  in  charge 
of  both. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  of  stating  that  under  your  au 
thority  I  opened  negotiations  with  the  Governors  of  the  States  of 
Maine,  Massachusetts,  and  Ehode  Island,  with  a  view  to  provide  a  tem 
porary  asylum  for  the  contrabands  here  until  the  Government  could 
make  some  permanent  provision  for  them.  The  proposition  was  re 
ceived  with  such  marked  disfavor  by  Governor  Andrew,  of  Massachu 
setts,  that  I  decided,  notwithstanding  a  very  kind  and  prompt  response 
from  Governor  Sprague,  of  Ehode  Island,  to  retain  them  here  and  make 
suitable  provision  for  them  for  the  winter.  Accordingly  I  withdrew 
the  sick  from  the  hospital  at  Newport  News  and  sent  over  a  thousand 
of  the  colored  fugitives  there.  But  the  very  day  they  were  removed 
from  their  encampment,  where  they  were  dying  rapidly,  I  was  advised 
that  the  Irish  Legion,  under  General  Corcoran,  would  arrive  on  the 
following  day.  Their  tents  had  been  so  injured  in  New  York  by  a 
storm  on  the  eve  of  their  departure  that  they  were  obliged  to  be  put 
under  cover,  and,  having  no  place  for  them  but  Newport  News,  I  was 
compelled  to  remove  the  colored  people  again.  They  were  sent  to  Cra- 
ney  Island,  and  the  quartermaster  is,  under  my  instructions,  erecting 
barracks  for  them.  They  will  all  be  covered  in  the  course  of  the  coming 
week. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 


FORT  MONROE,  YA.,  November  23, 1862. 

Major-General  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief: 

A  reconnaissance  was  made  from  Williamsburg  yesterday  toward  the 
Chickahominy.  Killed  2  and  captured  6  of  the  enemy  and  took  11 
horses.  No  loss  on  our  side, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General, 
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HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  VIRGINIA, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.j  November  24,  1862. 
His  Excellency  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 

President  of  the  United  States  : 

SIR  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant* 
in  regard  to  the  counties  of  Accomack  and  Northampton,  or  what  is 
usually  called  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia,  and  am  gratified  to  learn 
from  you  that  there  is  no  objection  to  a  recognition  of  their  loyal  condi 
tion.  The  reasons  which  make  them  so  anxious  on  the  subject  are  two : 
1st.  An  unwillingness  to  be  classed  with  the  insurrectionary  districts, 
considering  it  a  stain  upon  their  character  and  unjust  to  them,  as  they 
have  given  repeated  evidences  of  their  loyalty  ;  and 

2d.  A  desire  to  be  exempt,  as  they  claim  they  are  entitled  to  be,  from 
the  penalty  of  50  per  cent,  in  addition  to  the  taxes  to  be  raised  to  sup 
port  the  Government,  &c.  This  penalty  is  imposed  by  the  concluding 
clause  of  section  1  of  the  act  of  June  7,  1862,  chapter  98,  of  the  laws  of 
1862.  This  is  a  "  practical  difficulty  "  from  which  they  ask  to  be  relieved. 
They  are  perfectly  willing  to  pay  their  share  of  the  taxes  like  other 
loyal  districts. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  November  24, 1862. 
Major-General  HALLECK,  General-in-Chief: 

I  have  just  received  the  following  dispatch  from  General  Naglee,  at 
Yorktown : 

My  salt  expedition  to  Matthews  County  has  been  a  perfect  success.  Destroyed 
seventy-three  large  cast-iron  boiling  vessels  of  nine  establishments  and  over  one 
thousand  bushels  of  salt.  We  are  indebted  to  Capt.  Foxhall  Parker,  commanding  the 
naval  branch  of  the  expedition,  for  very  effective  service. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

FORT  MONROE,  November  24, 1862. 
Major-General  HALLECK,  General-in-Chief: 

I  send  you  by  this  evening's  boat,  via  Baltimore,  Mr.  Bernard,  who 
is  just  from  General  G.  W.  Smith's  office  in  Eichmond.  He  has  very 
valuable  information.  He  is  from  Utica.  He  confirms  my  statement 
of  21st  October  as  to  the  number  of  troops  in  the  district,  including  the 
Blackwater,  Petersburg,  Eichmond,  and  south  toward  the  Ohicka- 
hominy,  about  27.000,  though  the  distribution  is  not  the  same. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  SHAWSHEEN, 

Off  Winfield,  N.  (7.,  November  24,  1862. 
Lieut.  0.  W.  FLUSSER,  Commanding,  Albemarle  Sound: 

SIR  :  As  there  are  many  reports  in  circulation  which  appear  to  be  re 
liable,  some  of  them  at  least,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  of  them. 
Part  of  Small's  men  are  still  on  this  side  lurking  about ;  Hill's  coin- 

*  Not  found. 
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pany  is  reported  to  be  in  Gates  County  and  a  portion  of  the  Nanse- 
inond  Cavalry  there,  as  two  companies  of  paroled  Roanoke  prisoners  that 
have  been  exchanged,  now  organized,  and  before  crossing  the  lines  intend 
to  co-operate  with  the  forces  that  have  crossed  the  river  and  make  an 
attack  on  this  place  and  also  to  clean  the  counties  of  all  the  produce 
that  they  can  get  hold  of  and  convey  it  across  the  river.  The  principal 
part  of  the  citizens  are  very  much  enraged  at  those  people  coming  across 
here  committing  such  acts  as  they  have  since  coming  over. 

Longstreet's  force  of  45,000  men  is  reported  at  Weldon.  It  is  to  be 
lamented  that  we  have  not  taken  that  important  place  before  this. 

I  saw  and  read  a  letter  written  in  Raleigh  by  one  of  the  convention 
men,  wherein  he  says  if  Weldon  falls  into  our  possession  that  Virginia 
will  have  to  come  into  the  Union  and  North  Carolina  with  her.  He 
says  their  only  hope  is  in  the  Conservative  Democratic  party  North,  but 
adds  that  there  is  little  hope  from  them,  as  they  are  auxious  for  p rose- 
cut  ing  the  war,  and  it  is  so  long  before  they  come  into  power  that  death 
•and  starvation  stare  the  Confederate  Army  in  the  face.  He  says  their 
troops  are  in  a  deplorable  condition,  neither  shoes,  clothing,  nor  tents. 
He  says  he  converses  with  the  best  men  in  the  Confederacy  from%  the 
President  down.  He  says  they  called  a  convention  of  the  State  Council, 
which  consists  of  seven  members,  and  only  three  of  them  met;  they 
waited  three  days  and  no  other  members  met.  He  adds  that  this  is  the 
first  time  since  the  world  was  made  that  such  a  convention  was  called 
and  not  responded  to. 

To-day  I  was  down  across  the  river  and  met  one  of  four  men  who  can 
control  the  Legislature,  and  he  says  remove  the  bayonets  from  North 
Carolina  and  there  would  be  a  Noah's  deluge  for  the  State  to  come  into 
the  Union.  I  will  not  mention  his  name,  but  you  can  depend  upon  this. 

There  is  a  move  on  the  tapis  now  of  vital  importance  to  the  State 
which  would  develop  itself  on  the  fall  of  Weldon,  for  which  they  are  all 
anxious  to  see.  This  man's  assertion  is  substantiated  by  other  good 
authority  and  may  be  depended  upon.  If  you  think  this  worth  noticing 
I  hope  you  will  make  it  known  to  the  proper  authorities,  and  if  there 
is  going  to  be  anything  done  in  this  direction  it  should  be  done  imme 
diately,  as  much  dependence  is  placed  on  the  support  received  from 
these  counties,  and  a  small  force  would  defeat  their  movements  in  this 
quarter.  I  hope,  as  many  others  do,  that  something  will  be  done;  most 
all  are  willing  to  take  the  oath. 

I  went  down  the  river  yesterday  (Sunday)  and  .captured  eleven  boxes 
of  tobacco,  which  are  very  valuable.  To-day  we  captured  a  fine  mule 
and  cart  that  was  in  waiting  to  convey  some  goods,  no  doubt,  into  the 
country.  Have  destroyed  all  the  boats  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river; 
they  seem  perfectly  willing  to  destroy  them.  The  difference  in  feeling 
toward  our  cause  now  and  what  it  was  two  months  ago  is  very  apparent. 

I  was  down  to  the  mouth  of  Chowan  to-day.  I  have  one  more  trip  to 
make  down  that  way  to-morrow  or  next  day. 

I  have  twelve  tons  of  coal  yet  on  hand. 

One  of  SinalPs  men  was  killed  in  the  attack  the  first  night  by  a  shell. 

The  pickets  were  fired  on  the  next  night  after  the  Lockwood  left,  but 
we  did  not  fire  any  from  the  boat,  but  embarked  all  but  a  guard.  Our 
men  are  all  in  pretty  good  health. 

I  will  send  this  by  a  small  boat  furnished  by  Lieutenant  Etheridge. 

I  do  not  think  of  anything  more  of  importance.  Remember  me  to  all 
friends. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  J.  WOODWARD, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
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SUFFOLK,  November  25,  1862. 
General  Dix: 

L  have  a  deserter  from  one  of  Wise's  regiments  at  Drewry's  Bluff.  He 
says  Wise's  brigade  has  orders  to  come  over  to  the  Petersburg  road  in 
case  of  our  advance.  This  man  was  carried  to  Ivor  and  escaped  again. 
A  six-gun  battery  and  one  regiment  of  infantry  came  there  from  Peters 
burg  last  week.  They  told  him  that  15,000  were  at  Weldon,  and  that 
we  had  25,000  here. 

I  hope  for  a  dash  soon.  The  river  is  high  and  a  bridge  is  necessary; 
am  making  one. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  November  26,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  CORCORAN, 

Commanding,  Neivport  News  : 

GENERAL  :  A  complaint  has  been  made  to  me  that  the  colored  people 
who  are  to  go  to  Craney  Island  have  been  forced  to  remain  all  night 
on  the  wharf  without  shelter  and  without  food ;  that  one  has  died,  and 
that  others  are  suffering  with  disease,  and  that  your  men  have  turned 
them  out  of  their  houses,  which  they  have  built  themselves,  and  have 
robbed  some  of  them  of  their  money  and  personal  effects.  You  will 
inquire  promptly  into  these  complaints  and  redress  the  wrongs  which 
have  been  committed,  if  they  are  truly  represented  to  me.  You  will 
also  see  that  the  means  are  provided  for  burying  the  dead,  and  that 
these  people  are  furnished  with  food  by  the  commissary  until  they  can 
be  sent  from  Newport  News.  A  boat  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  possible. 
These  people  are  in  our  care  and  we  are  bound  by  every  principle  of 
humanity  to  treat  them  with  kindness  and  protect  them  from  exposure 
and  injury  in  their  persons  and  property. 
Eespectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

SUFFOLK,  YA.,  November  26,  1862. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe  : 

Have  organized  an  attack  upon  Ivor  with  at  least  5,000.  The  move 
would  have  been  this  day  save  rain  and  mud.  Our  reconnaissances 
show  that  every  bridge  is  down  and  all  the  fords  are  blocked  by  slash 
ing  the  approaches.  We  will  have  much  to  cut  away  on  both  sides. 

The  Banks  command  in  your  waters  is  calling  the  attention  of  the 
Government  [enemy?]  to  the  Suffolk  line,  and  they  may  re-enforce. 
Have  you  any  data  ? 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 

FORT  MONROE,  November  26, 1862. 
Major-General  PECK: 

My  last  advices  from  Richmond,  very  recent,  are  that  they  have  no 
fears  of  an  advance  on  the  Suffolk  line,  but  are  fortifying  slowly  from 
Petersburg  to  Richmond. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General, 
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FORT  MONROE,  November  27,  1862. 
Major-General  PECK  : 

I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  General  Foster,  at  New  Berne,  say 
ing  be  may  ask  my  co-operation  in  an  important  movement  about  the 
5th  of  December.  Has  your  expedition  gone  ?  A  week  ago  General 
French  was  at  Petersburg  with  4,000  men.  I  have  nothing  later. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Ma  jo  r-  G  enera  I. 


SUFFOLK,  November  27,  18G2. 
Major-Geueral  DIX  : 

Mud  and  water  have  delayed  our  move.     The  enemy  are  signaling  be 
tween  here  and  the  Blackwater. 

JOHN  J.  PECK. 


FORT  MONROE,  November  27,  18G2. 
Major- General  PECK: 

Perhaps  it  would  be  as  well  to  wait  till  I  hear  from  General  Foster. 
In  that  case  I  will  send  an  officer  to  him  to-morrow.  What  do  you 
think  ? 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Fa.,  November  27,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina  : 

GENERAL  :  I  only  received  this  evening  your  letter  of  the  14th  in 
stant.  It  is  now  too  late  for  me  to  meet  you,  but  if  you  will  send  by 
Lieutenant  Mabie,  who  will  take  this  dispatch  to  you,  any  communica 
tion  which  will  indicate  your  wishes  I  will  endeavor  to  meet  them.  I 
have  not  a  large  force  at  Suffolk,  but  sufficient  to  make  a  diversion  on 
the  Blackwater.  The  enemy  are  now  turning  their  attention  to  the 
Suffolk  route  to  Petersburg.  They  have  recently  put  the  railroad  from 
the  latter  city  to  the  Blackwater  in  order,  but  I  have  changed  the 
gauge  on  this  side  so  that  they  cannot  use  it.  They  are  repairing  the 
bridge  on  the  Seaboard  Eailroad  over  the  Nottoway  so  that  they  can 
re-enforce  on  the  Blackwater  from  Weldon.  I  can  attack  at  Franklin, 
where  the  Seaboard  Eailroad  reaches  the  Blackwater  (Carrsville  on 
the  maps),  or  at  Zuni,  where  the  Petersburg  Eailroad  strikes  the  same 
river ;  or  if  I  can  aid  you  by  a  different  movement  let  me  know  and  I 
will  do  all  in  my  power. 

I  had  an  expedition  organized  under  Major-General  Peck  to  move  on 
Zuni  to-morrow  with  5,000  men,  but  since  the  receipt  of  yours  have 
countermanded  it  in  order  to  make  the  time  suit  you. 
I  am.  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. . 
30  R  R — VOL  xvin 
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HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  November  27,  1862. 

General  J.  G.  FOSTER,  U.  S.  A., 

New  Berne,  N.  C.  : 

DEAR  SIR  :  During  the  march  of, the  army  under  your  command  up 
the  valley  of  the  Eoauoke  River,  in  the  early  part  of  this  month,  many 
wanton  acts  of  destruction  of  private  property  and  many  depredations 
were  committed  by  the  troops  under  your  command. 

Negroes  were  forcibly  abducted  from  their  owners ;  many  isolated 
houses  in  the  villages  of  Hamilton  and  Williamston  were  willfully 
burned  ;  parlors  of  private  residences  were  used  for  stables ;  family  car 
riages  were  taken  to  your  camps,  abandoned,  and  destroyed  ;  houses  of 
peaceful  citizens  were  forcibly  entered,  doors  and  windows  broken  and 
all  the  furniture  destroyed  ;  bedding  was  carried  into  the  streets  and 
burned  ;  women  were  insulted  by  your  soldiers  and  robbed  of  all  the 
money  and  valuables  on  their  persons,  and  all  their  clothing  and  that 
of  their  children,  except  what  they  had  on,  was  cast  into  the  fire  or  torn 
to  pieces. 

In  general  terms,  your  soldiers  committed  many  robberies  and  prac 
ticed  a  wanton  and  malicious  destruction  of  private  property. 

Having  been  over  a  portion  of  your  line  of  march  and  examined  these 
evidences  of  destruction  I  reported  them  to  my  Government,  and  I  am 
instructed  to  address  you  and  inform  you  that  such  outrages  are  con 
sidered  as  forfeiting  the  right  of  yourself  and  officers  to  be  treated  as 
prisoners  of  war,  and  to  inquire  of  you  whether  these  outrages  were 
committed  with  your  knowledge  and  sanction. 

The  action  to  be  taken  in  the  case  will  depend  on  the  answer  you  may 
make,  and  if  no  answer  be  returned  in  ten  days  after  the  delivery  of 
this  letter  it  will  be  considered  by  the  Government  that  you  admit  and 
hold  yourself  responsible  for  the  acts  charged. 
Yery  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  G.  FRENCH, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.,  November  29, 1862. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 

Several  regiments  of  Pennsylvania  drafted  militia  will  be  sent  to  you 
as  soon  as  transportation  can  be  procured. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  VIRGINIA, 
Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  November  29,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief: 

GENERAL  :  I  received  the  day  before  yesterday  a  letter  from  Major- 
General  Foster,  dated  the  14th  instant,  at  New  Berne,  in  reply  to  mine 
suggesting  a  co-operation  between  his  forces  and  mine  in  a  movement 
against  the  enemy,  and  I  immediately  sent  an  officer  to  him  in  order  to 
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prevent  any  further  delay  in  communicating  with  him.  I  find  myself 
much  hampered  for  want  of  the  means  of  crossing  the  Blackwater.  The 
bridges  are  all  destroyed  from  Zuni  to  Franklin,  and  the  fords  blocked 
by  slashing  and  other  obstructions.  The  river  is  narrow  and  deep  and 
we  are  in  want  of  pontoons. 

I  sent  Mr.  Joseph  Francis,  the  inventor  of  the  metallic  life-boat,  to 
the  Quartermaster-General  yesterday  with  a  model  of  his  corrugated- 
iron  pontoon  wagon.  It  is  a  wagon,  pontoon,  and  boat,  dispensing  with 
the  cumbersome  pontoon  train  which  carries  nothing,  and  enables  an 
army  to  cross  streams  with  its  baggage  train  without  delay  and  to  pass 
over  its  heavy  artillery  with  rapidity  and  safety.  The  pontoon  wagon 
floats  with  2.400  pounds  in  it  and  holds  up  its  carriage.  I  am  very  de 
sirous  of  having  twenty  of  these  wagons.  They  can  be  fitted  as  bodies 
to  the  carriages  of  the  common  wooden  wagons  which  we  have  here,  and 
enable  us  to  accomplish  all  our  objects  without  adding  to  our  baggage 
train.  Mr.  Francis  has  the  means  of  constructing  them  at  once  at  the 
factory  of  the  corrugated-iron  life-boats  at  Greenpoint,  N".  Y.  He  has 
just  returned  from  Russia,  and  has  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  his 
pontoon  wagon,  after  long- continued  and  severe  tests,  adopted  by  Great 
Britain  and  all  the  German  States.  I  am  satisfied  that  I  can  with  twenty 
of  them  render  valuable  service  in  this  quarter,  and  at  the  same  time 
make  a  trial  which  will  save  the  Government  millions  of  dollars  and 
thousands  of  lives  by  dispensing  entirely  with  the  heavy  and  expensive 
wooden  pontoon  train  and  giving  our  armies  the  means  of  crossing  cur 
rents  when  pursued  or  pursuing,  without  delay. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHtf  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


Abstract  from  Eeturn  of  the  Department  of  Virginia,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix  commanding, 

for  November  30,  1862. 
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Norfolk,  Brig.  Gen.  E.  L.  Viele.  . 
Suffolk,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  J.  Peck.  .  .  . 
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Troops  m  the  Department  of  Virginia,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix  command 
ing,  November  30,  18G2. 


Fort  Monroe. 

Col.  SAMUEL  M.  ALFORD. 

3d  New  York. 

Camp  Hamilton. 

Col.  ANTHONY  CONK. 

T39tli  New  York. 

llth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry.  Company  C. 
Batt'n  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Arty.,  Co.  C. 
2d  and  4th  Wisconsin  Batteries. 

Norfolk  and  vicinity. 
Brig.  Geii.  EGBERT  L.  VIELE. 

99th  New  York. 
148th  New  York. 
158th  New  York. 

19th  Wisconsin. 

llth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Company  M. 
7th  New  York  Battery. 


Suffolk  and  vicinity.* 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  J.  PECK. 

Ferry's  brigade,  Fourth  Corps. 
Wessells'  brigade,  Fourth  Corps. 
Foster's  brigade,  Seventh  Corps. 
Spinola's  brigade,  Seventh  Corps. 

1st  New  York  Mounted  Rifles, 
llth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

7th  Massachusetts  Battery. 

4th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Batteries  D  and  L. 
99th  New    York,    Company    I    (detach 
ment). 

Torktown  and  vicinity. 
Maj.  Gen.  ERASMUS  D.  KEYES. 

Naglee's  brigade,  Fourth  Corps.* 

Reserve  Artillery,  Fourth  Corps. 

6th  New  York  Cavalry  (battalion). 

5th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

1st  New  York  Artillery,  Batteries  F  and  H. 


Abstract  from  Return  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster  com 
manding,  for.  November  30,  1862. 
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499 
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Organization  of  troops  in  the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Maj.  Gen. 
John  G.  Foster ,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  November  30,  1862. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  T.  J.  C.  AMORY. 

17th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  F.  Fel 
lows. 

23d   Massachusetts,  Maj.  J.  G.  Chambers. 

43d  Massachusetts,  Col.  Charles  L.  Hoi- 
brook. 

45th  Massachusetts,  Col.  Charles  R.  Cod- 
man. 

51st  Massachusetts,  Col.  A.  B.  R.  Sprague. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  T.  G.  STEVENSON. 

10th  Connecticut,  Maj.  Robert  Leggett. 
8th  Massachusetts    Militia,    Col.   F.   J. 

Coffin. 
24th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  F.  A.  Os- 

born. 
44th  Massachusetts  Militia,    Col.   F.    L. 

Lee. 
5th  Rhode  Island,  Maj.  George  W.  Tew. 


*  Composition  of  brigades  not  indicated  on  original  return. 
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Third  Brigade.  Undesigned. 

Col.  HORACE  C.  LEE.  25th  Massachusetts,  Maj.  Josiah  Pickett. 

'     3d    New  York  Cavalry,  Col.  S.  H.  Mix. 


3d   Massachusetts,  Col.  S.  P.  Richmond. 
5th  Massachusetts,  Col.  G.  H.  Peirson. 
27th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  Luke  Ly 


ra  an. 


46th  Massachusetts,  Col.  George  Bowler. 
9th  New  Jersey,  Col.  C.  A.  Heckman. 


3d   New  York  Artillery,  Col.  J.  H.  Ledlie. 
23d   New  York  Battery,  Capt.  A.  Ransom. 
24th  New  York  Battery,  Capt.  J.  E.  Lee. 
1st  Rhode  Island  Artillery,   Battery  F, 

Capt.  James  Belger. 
1st  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  C,  Lieut.  C. 
Hook. 


FORTRESS  MONROE,  VA.,  December  1, 1862. 

General  H.  W.  HALLE  CK, 

Commander-in-  Chief  £7.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  just  arrived  here  to  confer  with  General  Dix  in  re 
gard  to  co-operating  in  offensive  movements  against  the  enemy.  I  shall 
return  early  to-morrow  morning  unless  you  wish  me  to  remain  longer  to 
give  me  some  special  orders. 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major-  General ,  Volunteers. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  December  1,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

1  have  no  special  instructions  to  give.  Possibly  the  Secretary  of  War 
may  have  to-morrow. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Gencral-in-  Chief. 


YORKTOWN,  December  1,  1862. 
Major-General  PECK,  Suffolk  : 

I  expect  an  officer  from  General  Foster  to-night.     If  not  too  late  you 
had  better  defer  any  strong  demonstration  till  he  arrives. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  December  2,  1862. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe  : 

The  interview  with  General  Foster  to-day  was  all  that  could  be  de 
sired.  He  is  an  old  friend,  and  we  canvassed  matters  fully.  Have 
memoranda  which  will  govern  moves  for  some  days.  I  proposed  to 
demonstrate  strongly  on  a  given  day,  which  he  did  not  expect,  and 
which  pleased  him  very  much. 

1  very  much  desire  that  the  new  troops  should  arrive  before  Wes- 
sells'  brigade  moves. 

J.  PECK, 
Major-  General. 
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FORT  MONROE,  December  3,  1862. 
Major-General  PECK,  Suffolk: 

With  Jourdau's  regiment  you  will  have  five  new  ones  and  over  3,000 
additional  troops.  The  Pennsylvania  regiments  are  of  the  very  best 
material.  Has  Colonel  Spear  returned ?  Did  he  command  the  expe 
dition?  How  many  men  had  he?  How  many  prisoners  have  you  taken?* 
When  was  the  rocket  battery  taken  from  our  array  ?  Give  me  details 
at  once ;  I  wish  to  write  General  Halleck. 

JOHX  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  December  4,  18C2. 
Major- General  PECK,  Suffolk: 

The  new  regiments  are  designed  to  be  a  part  of  your  command.  Make 
requisitions  "for  all  they  need.  They  did  not  land  here,  and  I  supposed 
them  fully  supplied.  The  shoes,  &c.,  wanted  by  General  Wessells  were 
sent  early  this  morning  by  steamer  Arago.  Make  requisitions  for  better 
tents.  I  have  been  promised  arms  from  Washington,  but  cannot  get 
them. 

JOHX  A.  DIX, 

Major -General. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

New  Berne,  N.  0.,  December  4,  1802. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH, 

Comdg.  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Petersburg,  Va.: 

GENERAL  :  Your  favor  of  November  27  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowl 
edge.  I  had  previously  received  from  General  Martin  a  letter  on  the 
same  subject,  and  as  my  answer  to  him  covers  most  of  the  ground  in 
yours  I  beg  leave  to  inclose  a  copy.  I  beg  to  say  in  relation  to  post 
script  of  your  letter  that  not  a  negro,  to  the  best  of  my  belief,  was 
forcibly  abducted  from  his  owner,  and  indeed  I  only  suffered  those 
to  follow  who  insisted  upon  so  doing,  There  were  fifteen  houses  (says 
General  Martin)  burned  at  Hamilton ;  the  fact  I  deplore.  At  Williams- 
ton  two  were  burned  from  a  defect  in  the  flue  of  the  chimney,  as  shown 
by  investigation,  and  one  small  house  pulled  down  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  the  fire.  Members  of  my  staff  were  in  each  house  and  none 
cf  them  saw  horses  in  the  parlors,  though  in  one  or  two  instances  on 
piazzas ;  family  carriages  (not  over  three)  may  have  been  taken  to  trans 
port  sick  men,  not  to  destroy  or  abandon.  That  houses  of  peaceful  cit 
izens  with  the  families  in  occupancy  were  entered,  women  and  children 
insulted  and  robbed,  I  do  not  believe,  as  the  provost-marshal  heard 
nothing  of  the  kind  so  gross  as  you  report.  In  respect  to  that  part  of 
your  letter  as  to  the  treatment  of  any  officers  not  as  prisoners  of  war,  I 
would  say  that  if  after  my  letter  your  Government  proposes  to  act  on 
that  principle  I  beg  that  you  will  have  me  informed  for  the  regulation 
of  my  own  course. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

*  See  p.  36. 
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[Indorsement.! 

KICHMOND,  VA.,  December  10,  18G2. 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  War  Department. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-  General. 

[Inclosure.] 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  December  4,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  MARTIN, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  November  25,*  inclosing  an  extract  from 
the  Boston  Traveller,  describing  the  alleged  depredations  of  the  army 
under  my  command  in  their  late  march  up  the  country,  I  have  received. 
In  reply  to  your  request  to  know  whether  these  things  were  done  by  my 
order  1  have  to  state  that  draught  animals,  and  in  some  cases  carriages 
to  be  used  as  ambulances,  beeves  and  pigs  to  subsist  my  men  when 
short  of  provisions,  and  forage  to  subsist  cavalry  horses  and  draught 
animals  were  taken  by  my  order.  Every  other  species  of  depredation 
was  not  only  not  done  by  my  orders  but  against  them  and  against  the 
strongest  efforts  to  prevent  them.  On  the  march  we  found  all  the 
towns  almost  entirely  abandoned  by  their  inhabitants,  the  houses  in 
some  cases  cleared  of  their  furniture,  in  others  partly,  and  in  some  not 
at  all.  I  quartered  my  troops  in  the  abandoned  houses  only.  The 
principal  cause  of  the  depredations  which  I  know  were  committed 
was,  I  think,  that  so  many  houses  contained  apple  brandy,  and  which 
escaped  the  eye  of  the  provost-marshal.  I  trust  sincerely  that  in  the 
future  marches  in  this  State  you  will  be  pleased  to  find  a  marked  im 
provement  in  all  these  respects,  and  I  earnestly  recommend  that  you 
urge  all  peaceable  citizens  to  remain  on  their  estates,  as  that  course 
will  aid  me  greatly  in  protecting  their  property. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEB, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )          HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

No.  64.  }  New  Berne,  December  4,  1862. 

A  portion  of  the  Marine  Artillery  having  forfeited  their  right  to  any 
benefits  from  the  investigating  court  now  sitting  on  their  case  by  their 
disgraceful  and  mutinous  conduct  in  refusing  work,  threatening  to  seize 
an  armed  United  States  boat,  threatening  to  abandon  a  post  of  the 
United  States  left  under  their  care,  and  other  conduct  most  subversive 
to  good  order  and  military  discipline,  it  is  ordered  that  these  men  be 
distributed  as  follows  :  To  Battery  C,  First  United  States  Artillery,  at 
Fort  Macon,  50  men;  to  Third  New  York  Volunteer  Artillery,  to  be 
distributed  by  Colonel  Ledlie,  100  men,  the  balance,  as  may  be  hereafter 
ordered,  to  the  volunteer  regiments  in  this  department.  They  will  be 
paid,  clothed,  and  fed  according  to  the  army  regulations  for  the  corps 
to  which  they  are  assigned,  and  it  is  hoped  by  the  commanding  general 
that  the  opportunity  thus  given  them  to  redeem  themselves  by  good 
order  and  honorable  service  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States  will 

*  Not  found. 
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be  appreciated  by  the  men  and  induce  them  to  endeavor  to  become  pro 
ficient,  orderly,  and  efficient,  as  they  are  brave  men. 

II.  That  portion  of  the  regiment  which  have  not  supported  this  rebell 
ious  movement  but  have  stood  to  their  duty  will  be  retained  under 
their  present  organization,  and  will  be  distributed  to  the  different  armed 
transports.  They  will  receive,  in  addition  to  the  pay  of  infantry  sol 
diers,  rations,  and  clothing,  the  following  extra-duty  pay :  To  those  rated 
as  experts  or  mechanics  (including  petty  officers,  engineers,  and  such 
other  especially  meritorious  men  as  may  be  so  rated),  40  cents  a  day 
extra ;  able  seamen  and  all  first-class  men,  25  cents  per  day  extra.  Those 
men  not  able  to  do  seamen's  duty,  boys,  landsmen,  &c.,  will  receive  no 
extra  pay.  Recruiting  for  the  regiment  will  cease  until  further  orders. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Foster : 

SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  »  DECEMBER  4, 1862. 

No.  65.  f 

General  Orders,  No.  63,*  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read:  "All  the 
artillery  in  the  department" — consisting  of  the  Third  Regiment  New 
York  Volunteer  Artillery;  Company  0,  First  United  States  Artillery  f 
Battery  F,  First  Rhode  Island  Artillery ;  Twenty-third  Independent  Bat 
tery  New  York  Volunteer  Artillery;  Twenty-fourth  Independent  Bat 
tery  New  York  Volunteer  Artillery — "  is  hereby  formed  into  an  artillery 
brigade,  and  will  be  under  command  of  Col.  James  H.  Ledlie,  Third 
New  York  Volunteer  Artillery." 

By  command  of  Major- General  Foster  : 

SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  December  5,  1862, 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief : 

If  Col.  D.  A.  Russell,  of  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  is  appointed  a 
brigadier  I  would  be  glad  to  have  him  in  my  command;  is  highly  re 
sponsible,  and  I  have  but  one  general  graduate  of  West  Point  and  I 
have  loaned  him  to  General  Foster  with  his  brigade,  an  officer  with 
whom  I  co-operate  most  heartily.  Unless  I  can  have  experienced  men 
I  would  rather  have  none,  preferring  to  extemporize.  The  affair  near 
Franklin  on  the  2d  was  very  fine.  No  part  of  the  army  has  worked 
harder  than  this,  and  1  have  been  able  to  make  the  authorities  at  Rich 
mond  believe  that  my  force  was  from  25,000  to  50,000  men.  Richmond 
Whig,  of  November  27,  numbers  it  at  33,000. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major -General. 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.,  December  6,  1862. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Who  is  now  in  command  at  Norfolk  ? 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 

*  Of  December  2, 1862.    The  above  differs  from  that  only  in  enumerating  the  organi 
zations  embraced  in  the  brigade. 
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WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  December  G,  18G2. 

Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

The  Adjutant-General  informs  me  that  Jourdan  has  been  restored. 
You  speak  of  sending  a  brigade  of  your  troops  to  General  Foster  j  by 
whose  authority  is  this  done  f  General  Foster  asked  for  more  troops, 
but  they  were  refused  by  the  War  Department.  All  available  troops 
will  immediately  be  wanted  in  your  department. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in  •  Chief. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  December  f>,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief: 

When  in  Washington,  on  October  30,  you  desired  me  to  communi 
cate  with  General  Foster  and  to  co-operate  with  him  in  harassing  the 
enemy.  I  wrote  to  him,  but  he  being  absent  did  not  receive  my  letter 
lor  some  time  and  his  answer  did  not  reach  me  till  November  27.  I 
advised  you  of  these  circumstances  by  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo  and 
that  I  had  sent  an  officer  to  him.  He  came  here  immediately,  and  on 
conferring  with  him  I  agreed  to  let  him  have  a  brigade  for  ten  days  to 
attack  Goldsborough  and  cut  the  railroad  at  that  place.  I  directed 
General  Peck  to  meet  him  at  Norfolk  and  arrange  the  time.  The  bri 
gade  under  General  Wessells  left  Suffolk  yesterday  to  march  to  Gates' 
Ferry,  near  Gatesville,  where  transports  will  be  ready  to  receive  it.  I 
shall  regret  greatly  if  in  this  I  have  mistaken  your  wishes  or  exceeded 
my  authority.  It  is  not  too  late  to  recall  General  Wessells,  if  it  be 
thought  best  and  if  I  receive  your  order  at  once.  I  did  not  know  Gen 
eral  Foster  had  been  refused  troops  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  GeneraL 

WAR  DEPARTMENT, 

Washington,  December  7,  1862.. 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 

The  temporary  detachment  of  the  brigade  to  assist  General  Foster  is 
approved.  Have  all  your  other  troops  ready  to  move  by  the  time  the 
brigade  returns  or  before.  The  transportation  will  be  mainly  by  water. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  December  7,  18(32. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief  : 

GENERAL  :  The  officer  who  returned  with  the  flag-of- truce  boat  from 
City  Point  last  evening  reports  great  activity  on  the  part  of  the  enemj' 
in  the  whole  district  of  country  lying  between  Petersburg  and  Eich- 
mond.  This  accords  with  other  advices.  Numerous  works  are  in, 
process  of  construction  between  these  points.  He  lay  two  days  at  City 
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Point  awaiting  the  movements  of  Mr.  Ould,  the  commissioner  for  the 
exchange  of  prisoners,  and  distinctly  heard  the  trains  moving  on  the 
railroad  both  by  night  and  day.  It  may  be  that  the  enemy  are  concen 
trating  troops  at  Petersburg  in  anticipation  of  a  landing  on  our  part  on 
the  south  side  of  James  River.  I  feel  a  good  deal  of  confidence  that  I 
shall  in  case  of  an  offensive  movement  in  the  direction  of  Norfolk  re 
ceive  timely  advices  unless  my  agent  is  detected  and  arrested. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN"  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


SUFFOLK,  December  7,  1862. 
General  DIX: 

Wessells  arrived  at  noon  on  the  6th ;  reports  no  transports  there ;  a 
barren  waste,  stripped  of  almost  everything  j  no  cattle  there.  He  will 
get  along  without  difficulty  through  the  7th.  F.  [Flusser  ?]  will  be  there 
to-day  unless  some  terrible  storm  sweeps  the  coast. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


SUFFOLK,  December  7,  1862. 
Major  General  DIX: 

Colonel  Spear's  estimate  was  between  7,000  and  8,000  at  and  in  the 
vicinity  of  Franklin,  along  the  river.  To-day  an  old  contraband  came 
in  from  a  plantation  just  this  side  of  Franklin  to  get  his  liberty.  He 
says  two  regiments  have  arrived  by  the  engine  from  Weldon  and  some 
artillery  recently ;  also  that  the  Nottoway  bridge  is  complete. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-General. 

FORT  MONROE,  YA., 
December  8,  1862—1  p.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Your  inquiry  in  regard  to  the  commander  at  Norfolk  induces  me  to 
inform  you  that  I  have  ordered  an  election  of  a  member  of  Congress  in 
that  district  and  ha\re  charged  General  Yiele  with  some  of  the  neces 
sary  arrangements.  I  will  write  by  mail  to-morrow.* 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  December  8,  1862. 
Major-General  PECK: 

I  have  but  one  old  regiment  here,  and  that  is  the  only  force  in  the 
fort.  You  must  do  your  best  with  the  troops  you  have.  Have  all  your 
forces  ready  to  move  on  short  notice.  Have  a  thorough  inspection  of 
arms,  clothing,  and  equipage.  Have  also  an  abundant  supply  of  am 
munition.  Make  requisitions  for  all  deficiencies  as  soon  as  possible. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

*  Correspondence  in  relation  to  that  election  will  appear  in  Series  III. 
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UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  CAMBRIDGE, 

Beaufort,  N.  0.,  December  8,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Comdg.  U.  8.  Army  Forces,  Dept.  of  North  Carolina  : 

GENERAL:  I  glean  the  following  information  from  the  masters  of  the 
lately  seized  schooners  Brilliant  and  J.  0.  Eoker,  to  wit:  There  is  at 
Nassau  intending  to  run  the  blockade  a  small  screw  steamer,  the  Lizzie, 
belonging  to  Wilmington.  Said  steamer  would  be  ready  about  the  last 
of  November  or  soon  after. 

Fort  Fisher,  at  New  Inlet,  is  considered  the  stronger  fort  compared 
with  Caswell.  There  are  forty  guns  mounted,  including  one  8-inch 
Columbiad  (rifled)  and  two  Whitworth  guns.  The  fort  is  built  of  cab 
bage-wood,  filled  in  with  sand  14  feet  thick.  At  Brunswick,  up  Cape 
Fear  Elver,  there  is  a  strong  work,  and  some  5  miles  below  Wilmington 
there  is  a  stronger  fortification  in  process  of  building. 

The  channels  are  all  obstructed,  with  only  a  narrow  passage,  which 
is  reported  easily  stopped  when  necessity  requires,  being  defended  by 
batteries  on  either  side. 

The  iron-clads  are  to  be  perfected  whenever  iron  is  landed,  intended 
mainly  for  river  defense. 

In  my  opinion  the  present  moment  is  the  best  time  to  attack  Wil 
mington  and  the  adjacent  forts.  The  longer  the  enterprise  is  delayed 
the  more  difficult  it  will  prove  to  be,  as  a  large  number  of  men  are  kept 
at  work  strengthening  the  fortifications.  I  believe  the  troops  should 
be  landed  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Caswell,  although  Masouborough 
Inlet  should  be  examined  in  this  connection,  but  a  military  reconnais 
sance  will  determine  the  relative  advantages  of  tbe  two  places. 

At  the  last  accounts  there  were  about  4,000  troops  in  the  vicinity  of 
Wilmington.  The  yellow  fever  has  entirely  disappeared. 

Salt  is  selling  at  $150  (Confederate  money)  per  sack,  or  about  860  per 
bushel,  and  everything  else  in  proportion,  which  is  a  proof  that  the 
blockade  has  been  effectual.  Gold  is  exchanged  at  the  rate  of  $2.25 
•Confederate  scrip  for  $1  in  gold. 

Let  me  repeat  that  the  golden  moment  for  action  has  arrived. 

About  700  persons  died  from  yellow  fever  in  October  and  November 
out  of  a  population  of  about  2,500. 

The  impression  is  that  if  Fort  Caswell  is  taken  Fort  Fisher  will  be 
abandoned. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  A.  PAEKEE, 

Commander. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  [DECEMBER  9, 1862.?] 

No.  76.  } 

Being  about  to  move  once  more  the  general  commanding  must  again 
call  attention  to  the  conduct  of  the  troops  in  pillaging,  straying  from 
the  ranks,  &c.,  and  further  orders  that  no  one  leave  the  ranks,-  that  all 
foraging,  unless  by  special  order  [from]  division  headquarters,  and  pil 
laging  is  strictly  prohibited ;   and  brigade,  regimental,  and  company 
commanders  will  see  that  the  orders  are  carried  out,  and  that  no  scenes 
of  disgrace  like  those  of  Hamilton  be  permitted. 
Major  Frankle  is  provost-marshal  for  the  march. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Foster : 

SOUTHAED  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HDQRS.  DEFT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  December  10,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  0.  MEIGS, 

Quartermaster -General,  U.  S.  A. : 

GENERAL:  The  gunboat  was  launched  to-day  at  Norfolk  and  was 
named  General  Jesup,  after  one  of  your  predecessors.  Captain  Lud- 
low  thinks  he  can  complete  her  in  forty  days.  I  will  see  that  she  is 
properly  armed  and  manned.  She  is  a  beautiful,  and  I  trust  will  be  a 
useful,  vessel. 

The  amount  (about  $6,000)  expended  on  her  before  she  came  into 
our  hands  was  contributed  by  the  ladies  of  Norfolk  under  the  regime 
of  the  insurgents. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  December  10,  1862. 
Major-General  DIX  : 

I  am  sorry  that  a  move  is  expected  so  SOOD.  Unless  I  have  some 
rest  I  fear  1  shall  break  down  altogether  and  be  of  no  use.  Foster  will 
be  at  the  place  designated  on  the  20th.  He  said  he  expected  to  keep 
Wesseils  for  a  move  to  Wilmington.  If  so  he  will  be  gone  till  January. 
Troops  are  being  inspected,  requisitions  made,  and  everything  supplied. 
The  instruction  is  crowded  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Ferry  knows  all  my 
views  and  plans  and  what  kind  of  transportation  will  be  needed  on 
moving  from  here. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major  G  en  era  I . 


FORT  MONROE,  December  10,  1862. 
Major-General  PECK: 

What  can  I  do  if  you  go  away  ?  You  are  entitled  to  go,  and  per 
mission  would  be  granted  if  you  ask  it.  General  Halleck  advises  me 
that  my  command  must  be  ready  to  move  the  moment  Wesseils  re 
turns,  perhaps  before,  say  by  the  20th.  I  send  you  twenty  iron  wagons. 
They  are  not  the  improved  pattern.  They  are  intended  to  float  and 
hold  up  their  running  gear.  When  detached  from  the  carriages  they 
are  pontoons.  Try  them  in  the  Nansemond. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major -General. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

New  Berne,  3T.  C.,  December  10, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Command 'er-in- Chief  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 
GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  am  about  to  take  the 
field  again  against  the  enemy  in  the  direction  of  Goldsborough. 

The  information  that  I  have  received  is  to  the  effect  that  the  enemy's 
Government  is  turning  its  attention  to  the  importance  of  guarding  the 
lines  of  communication  to  the  south,  and,  if  possible,  of  recovering  some 
portion  of  the  eastern  portion  of  this  State,  the  rich  products  of  which 
would  at  this  time  be  very  valuable  as  supplies  to  their  commissariat. 
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Two  brigades  have  already  arrived  to  re-enforce  the  troops  already 
in  the  State  for  this  purpose.  I  think  by  timely  action  I  may  disap 
point  their  expectation,  and  shall  therefore  move  onKinston  to-morrow 
morning  at  daybreak.  I  hope  to  defeat  two  brigades  that  are  known  to 
be  there  before  assistance  can  arrive  from  Wilmington  or  Weldou  or 
Tarborough.  Succeeding  in  this,  1  shall  push  on  to  Goldsborough,  de 
stroy  its  railroad  bridge,  and  another  bridge  across  a  swamp  10  miles 
south  of  Goldsborough,  and  then  return  to  New  Berne  to  prepare  for 
an  immediate  attack  on  Wilmington. 

I  sincerely  trust  that  the  re-enforcements  asked  for  in  my  letter  of 
the  18th  November,  together  with  the  officers  of  experience  required  to 
command  brigades,  may  be  sent  me  as  soon  as  the  exigencies  of  the 
service  will  permit. 

My  present  force  of  infantry,  consisting  of  9,000  men  capable  of 
marching  and  fighting,  6,000  of  whom  are  new — nine  months'  men — is 
too  weak  to  give  a  good  support  to  my  forty  pieces  of  artillery  and  to 
afford  a  fair  chance  of  success  against  the  older  troops  of  the  enemy  in 
front  of  us.  I  have  therefore  found  it  necessary  to  borrow  from  General 
Dix  the  services  for  a  time  of  General  Wessells'  brigade.,  consisting  of 
six  regiments  (2,200  men).  These  regiments  were  kindly  promised  me 
at  the  time  1  telegraphed  to  you  from  Old  Point  Comfort,  and  met  me 
according  to  appointment  on  the  night  of  the  6th  instant  on  the  Chowan 
Eiver,  where  1  received  them  on  board  my  transports  and  brought  them 
to  this  place,  arriving  yesterday. 

General  Peck  has  agreed  to  make  a  simultaneous  attack  on  the 
Blackwater,  from  Suffolk,  in  which  our  gunboats  are  to  co-operate. 

Even  if  I  do  not  succeed  in  my  expectations  I  hope  ray  movement 
may  be  useful  as  a  demonstration  in  favor  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  December  11,  1862. 
Major-General  HALLECK,  General-in-Chief: 

Major-General  Peck  is  in  great  danger  of  breaking  down  unless  he 
can  have  rest  for  twenty  days.  None  can  feel  his  loss  at  this  time  half 
so  much  as  myself,  for  he  has  been  all  that  I  could  ask  in  putting 
Suffolk  in  a  state  of  defense  and  in  preparing  the  troops  ior  the  field. 
But,  feeling  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  him  to  have  a  respite,  I 
respectfully  ask  it  for  him,  and  I  telegraph  in  order  that  it  may  com 
mence  at  once,  if  approved. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 

SUFFOLK,  December  32,  1862. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Will  end  it  here ;  will  remain.  We  are  very  thin  in  numbers  here. 
Ferry  left  at  noon  yesterday  for  Zuni,  &c.  Was  to  have  been  across  at 
daylight.  Writes  the  roads  are  in  horrible  condition.  Was  five  hours 
moving  4  miles  near  Windsor.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  move  in  this 

country  for  the  swamps  and roads. 

Any  particulars  from  Fredericksburg  I  Captain  Flusser  writes  that 
the  enemy  burned  about  two-thirds  of  Plymouth. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-General. 
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FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  December  12,  1862. 
Major-General  HALLECK  : 

Major-General  Peck  telegraphs  that  his  expedition  to  Zuni  found  the 
roads  very  bad.  Our  troops  have  not  succeeded  in  crossing.  The 
enemy  has  been  strongly  re-enforced.  Sharp  firing  has  been  going  on 
all  day  across  the  river.  General  Peck  says  the  demonstration  is  hav 
ing  the  effect  of  drawing  troops  to  this  quarter,  so  that  on  the  whole 
line  we  shall  greatly  benefit  General  Foster.  I  have  a  dispatch  from 
General  Foster  this  morning  informing  me  that  he  should  leave  New 
Berne  at  daybreak  yesterday.  Wessells  was  with  him.  He  says  the 
enemy  in  his  front  has  been  strengthened,  and  he  expects  a  hard  fight. 
The  Pennsylvania  regiments  are  arriving  with  wretched  arms. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


SUFFOLK,  December  12,  1802. 
Major-General  DIX  : 

We  have  captured  a  rebel  captain  and  12  men;  wounded  and  killed 
a  good  many  of  the  enemy.  The  cars  are  running  actively  on  the 
Petersburg  road. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


FORT  MONROE,  December  12,  1862. 
Major-General  PECK  : 

I  have  twenty  days'  leave  for  you.    Please  come  to  me  as  soon  as  you 
can  safely  in  reference  to  movements  on  the  Blackwater. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 


FORT  MONROE,  December  12,  1862. 
Major-General  PECK,  Suffolk : 

Nothing  new  from  Fredericksburg.     Burnside  is  in  possession. 
Have  you  received  my  dispatch  notifying  you  of  your  leave  of  absence  ? 
You  say  the  cars  are  running  actively  on  the  Petersburg  road.     You 
mean  the  enemy,  of  course.     Cannot  we  use  the  road  from  Suffolk  down 
to  the  river  at  Windsor  ? 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  December  12,  1862. 
Major-General  DIX: 

If  all  is  favorable  through  the  night  from  the  Blackwater  I  will  run 
down  in  the  morning  and  see  yon,  as  per  your  telegram  of  this  date. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 
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SUFFOLK,  December  12,  1802. 
Major-General  Dix : 

Your  telegram  in  respect  to  leave  is  received.  You  requested  me  to 
come  clown  as  soon  as  I  could  safely,  which  I  construed  as  business  rel 
ative  to  which  you  desired  to  see  rne  before  I  availed  myself  of  the 
leave.  Is  this  right,  or  did  you  wish  me  to  stop  as  I  passed  North? 

We  have  drawn  a  large  force  to  the  river  since  the  arrangement  with 
General  Foster.  If  all  is  quiet  I  will  visit  you  and  return  here  to-mor 
row.  We  cannot  use  the  road  much  beyond  Windsor.  I  meant  the 
enemy's  cars. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


FORT  MONROE,  December  12,  1862. 
Major-General  PECK,  Suffolk  : 

I  did  not  wish  you  to  come  here  till  you  are  on  your  way  home.  It 
would  be  a  loss  of  time  to  come  and  go  back  to  Suffolk.  But  I  am  anx 
ious  that  you  should  take  your  leave  as  soon  as  you  safely  can.  How 
long  do  you  propose  to  let  Ferry  remain  at  the  river?  Where  were  the 
captain  and  wounded  men  captured  ?  Foster  left  New  Berne  yesterday 
morning.  The  enemy  have  retired  behind  their  breastworks  at  Fred- 
ericksburg.  Burnside's  main  force  is  over  and  a  fight  is  expected  to 
morrow. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  December  13,  1862. 

Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

A  severe  battle  all  day  near  Fredericksburg.  A  part  of  the  enemy's 
line  carried.  Can  you  not  make  a  diversion  by  a  demonstration  on 
Bichinond  ?  If  so,  no  time  should  be  lost. 

H.  WT.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  December  13, 1862. 
Major-General  HALLECK  : 

In  view  of  General  Burnside's  movements,  as  well  as  General  Foster's, 
I  am  doing  all  my  means  will  allow  to  make  a  diversion.  On  Tuesday 
I  went  to  Gloucester  and  reviewed  the  troops.  Having  been  at  York- 
town  last  week  I  arranged  with  General  Naglee  to  make  a  demonstra 
tion  in  Gloucester  County  as  far  as  the  court-house,  and  farther  on  if 
he  found  it  safe  to  do  so.  I  have  this  moment  received  the  following 
dispatch  from  him,  dated  in  King  and  Queen  County  : 

I  have  just  scattered  the  King  .and  Queen  County  cavalry  and  burned  their  bai- 
racks  and  camp.  Have  taken  a  large  herd  of  hogs  and  sheep  intended  for  the  rebel 
commissariat.  Shall  be  to-morrow  at  Saluda,  near  Urbana. 

My  only  fear  is  that  he  is  going  too  far,  as  the  insurgents  use  their 
railroad  from  Eichmond  to  the  White  House.  He  has  four  regiments 
of  infantry,  a  battery,  and  three  squadrons  of  cavalry.  Major-General 
Peck  has  just  left  here,  and  will  see  you  to-morrow  morning.  The  en- 


480  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  S.  E.  VIRGINIA.  [CHAP.  XXX. 

emy  has  a  larger  force  on  the  Blackwater  than  we  have  at  Suffolk.  The 
Pennsylvania  troops  are  perfectly  raw,  and  have  arms  that  are  unfit  for 
use.  It  would  not  do  to  put  them  in  the  field  at  present.  General  Peck 
will  explain  more  fully.  I  will  do  all  I  can  to  keep  the  enemy  occupied 
in  this  quarter.  With  the  exception  of  the  Pennsylvania  Militia,  my 
force  fit  for  duty  is  only  about  19,000,  in  the  absence  of  Weasel  Is'  bri 
gade,  and  I  have  a  line  of  70  miles  in  extent  to  protect. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  December  13,  18G2. 
Hon.  E.  M.  STANTON: 

SIR:  Complaints  have  been  made  by  those  who  take  a  strong  interest 
in  the  condition  of  fugitives  from  service  here,  usually  denominated 
"contrabands,"  that  their  labor  since  they  have  been  employed  by  the 
United  States  has  not  been  fully  paid  for.  There  are  other  grounds  of 
complaint  also,  and  with  a  view  to  remove  them  1  desire  to  make  the 
following  suggestions,  viz: 

1st.  The  labor  of  these  persons  was  not  paid  for  until  November  1, 
1861,  at  which  time  a  system  of  compensation  was  adopted  under  Major- 
General  Wool.  Before  that  time  a  large  number  of  them  had  been  em 
ployed  and  supplied  with  food  and  clothing.  If  the  payment  of  wages 
was  right  after  November  1  it  would  have  been  equally  right  before 
that  time.  The  only  difficulty  is  in  ascertaining  the  exact  amount  of 
labor  performed.  Up  to  July  4, 1861,  an  accurate  account  was  kept,  and 
at  the  rate  of  $10  per  month  per  man  they  were  then  entitled  to  $970. 
From  July  4  to  November  1,  1861,  no  rolls  were  kept,  and  the  amount 
of  labor  performed  during  the  interval  is  uncertain.  There  are,  how 
ever,  some  data  for  an  estimate.  The  numbers  employed  July  4  and 
November  1  are  known,  and  by  assuming  a  mean  number  a  proxima- 
tion  to  the  truth  may  be  reached.  I  do  not  put  this  mean  higher  than 
200.  At  the  above  rate  of  compensation  they  would  have  earned  $2,000 
per  month  for  the  respective  months  of  July,  August,  September,  and 
October — deducting  four  days  from  the  first- named  month — and  amount 
ing  in  the  aggregate  to  $7,741.95. 

While  Captain  Tallmadge,  quartermaster  (recently  deceased),  was 
charged  with  the  employment  and  compensation  of  these  persons  some 
arrearages  accumulated,  which,  for  reasons  that  need  not  be  mentioned, 
remain  unpaid.  On  the  1st  of  March,  1862,  there  was  due  to  them  the 
sum  of  $1,171.75.  Their  earnings  during  the  month  of  March  amount 
to  the  sum  of  $2,450.  Both  these  sums  should  be  paid.  Many  of  the 
persons  who  performed  the  labor  on  account  of  which  these  arrears  ac 
crued  are  no  longer  here  and  many  of  them  will  not  be  found.  It  is 
therefore  respectfully  suggested  that  after  waiting  a  reasonable  time 
(say  six  months)  for  the  claimants  to  present  themselves,  the  balance 
unclaimed  shall  become  a  fund  for  the  relief  and  support  of  the  poor 
who  are  fugitives  from  service. 

There  is  admitted  to  be  due  from  the  subsistence  department  $152. 
There  is  also  due  from  the  hospital  department  the  sum  of  $880  for  the 
services  of  220  colored  nurses  during  the  months  of  November  and  De 
cember,  1861,  and  January  and  February,  1862.  In  these  two  cases  there 
will  be  the  same  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  persons  to  whom  the  money 
is  due,  and  the  same  disposition  is  recommended.  The  payment  of  these 
amounts  requiring  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  as  do  also  the 
three  bills  forwarded  with  an  explanatory  letter  by  the  commanding 
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of  this  department  October  9,  1802,  said  three  bills  amounting 
in  the  aggregate  to  $1,479.34,  I  respectfully  ask  for  such  an  order. 

There  are  arrears  now  due  for  several  months,  which,  like  those  that 
have  accrued  in  the  military  service,  are  unpaid;  but  they  are  within 
the  authority  of  the  quartermaster  and  will  be  paid  when  he  is  in  funds 
without  any  further  order.  The  amount  of  these  arrears,  December  1, 
is  about  $16,590.91,  making,  with  the  sums  before  mentioned,  an  aggre 
gate  of  $31,435.95  now  due  for  contraband  labor. 

2d.  In  order  to  remove  the  contraband  women  and  children  from  con 
tact  with  the  camps  —  a  contact  injurious  to  both  —  they  have  been  trans 
ferred  to  Craney  Island,  where  quarters  are  in  preparation  for  them,  and 
where  they  will  be  required  to  furnish  such  labor  as  they  are  able  to 
perform  in  picking  oakum,  fishing,  &c.  It  is  respectfully  asked  that 
the  needful  authority  be  given  to  supply  rooms  for  schools  and  places 
of  worship  at  moderate  expense  for  them.  The  Government  having 
adopted  the  policy  of  receiving  these  fugitives,  and,  by  implication, 
promised  them  protection  and  security,  it  is  respectfully  submitted  that 
some  provision  should  be  made  for  their  intellectual  "and  religious  as 
well  as  for  their  physical  wants. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  BIX, 

Major-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  December  13,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Forces,  New  Berne,  N.  C.  : 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  one  ad 
dressed  by  you  to  General  J.  G.  Martin,  has  been  received. 

War,  even  when  conducted  by  the  acknowledged  rules  of  Christian 
nations,  inflicts  so  many  evils  on  society  that  they  should  not  be  in 
creased  by  the  lawless  acts  of  soldiers. 

It  affords  me  much  gratification  to  learn  that  the  acts  of  depredation 
referred  to  in  my  letter  "  were  not  only  not  done  by  your  orders  but 
against  them  and  against  your  strongest  efforts  to  prevent  them,"  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  no  future  cause  for  complaints  will  be  given  by  your 
forces. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  G.  FRENCH, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

WASHINGTON,  December  14,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Department  of  North  Carolina: 
GENERAL:  Your  letter  of  the  10th  is  just  received.    At  the  present 
time  it  is  not  possible  to  send  you  any  of  the  re-enforcements  asked.    If 
you  should  be  unable  to  make  any  considerable  advances  into  the  in 
terior  it  is  hoped,  nevertheless,  that  you  will  keep  employed  a  large 
force  of  the  enemy  by  your  demonstrations.     Later  in  the  season  we 
shall  probably  be  able  to  give  you  additional  troops.     That,  however, 
must  depend  upon  the  condition  of  affairs  elsewhere. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  AV.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 
31  R  R.  —  VOL 
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FORT  MONROE,  YA.,  December  14,  1862. 
P.  H.  WATSON,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  : 

The  arms  brought  here  by  the  Pennsylvania  drafted  militia  are  for 
the  most  part  the  altered  flint-lock  musket,  caliber  .69.  They  were 
reported  to  me  unfit  for  service. .  Lieutenant  Baylor  will  inspect  those 
at  Newport  News  to-day  and  at  Suffolk  to-morrow,  and  a  special  report 
will  be  made.  I  do  not  desire  any  fancy  arms,  or  even  rifled  muskets. 
Safe  and  serviceable  rifled  Springfield  smooth-bores,  caliber  .69,  are  per 
fectly  satisfactory. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

WASHINGTON,  December  14, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix: 

Have  fully  talked  over  with  General  Halleck  affairs,  as  you  desired. 
He  says  he  wants  us  to  occupy  the  enemy  on  the  Blackwater  and  keep 
as  many  of  them  there  as  possible.  He  thinks  we  have  done  all  we 
could  with  the  means  there.  Attacks  and  demonstrations  so  as  to  keep 
the  enemy  busy  and  alarmed.  The  four  regiments  you  spoke  of  he 
wishes  me  to  say  are  for  you,  and  to  make  such  disposition  as  you  deem 
best. 

If  you  decide  to  give  them  to  me  I  would  suggest  that  their  removal 
to  Suffolk  will  be  much  to  their  advantage. 
At  Willard's  until  morning. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-General. 


YORKTOWN,  VA.,  December  15,  1862. 
Colonel  YAN  BUREN: 

I  completed  my  reconnaissance  yesterday. 

Dispersed  the  rangers  in  Middlesex.  Destroyed  a  large  tannery  em 
ployed  by  the  rebel  government,  and  returned  with  15  prisoners  at  2 
this  a.  m. 

NAG  LEE. 


SPECIAL,  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  OF  THE  ARMY,  AD JT.  GEN.'S  OFFICE, 
No.  394.  ]  Washington,  December  15,  1862. 

to  *****  * 

1Y.  Brig.  Gen.  R.  Busteed,  U.  S.  Yolunteers,  will  immediately  report 
for  duty  to  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  Yolunteers,  at  Fort  Monroe,  Ya. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Halleck  : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  December  16.  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

General  Banks  organized  his  own  command  and  it  was  supposed  he 
had  taken  Corcoran's  brigade.  He  failed  to  report  what  troops  he  took 
with  him.  As  the  brigade  is  in  your  department  it  will  be  considered 
under  your  command, 

11.  W.  HALLECK, 

Qencml-in-  Chief, 
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WASHINGTON,  December  10, 1802. 
Major-General  Dix : 

General  Burnside's  ariny  recrossed  the  Rappahanuock  during  the 
night,  and  the  pontoon  bridges  have  been  taken  up.  Earning  hard 
there. 

A.  STAGEE. 

FORT  MONROE,  December  17, 1802. 
General  FERRY,  Suffolk : 

Have  you  tried  the  iron  wagon-bodies  to  ascertain  if  they  will  an 
swer  the  purpose  of  pontoons  ?  I  have  ordered  four  new  regiments  of 
Pennsylvania  Militia  to  you. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

SUFFOLK,  December  17, 1802. 
Major-General  Dix : 

Have  tried  the  pontoons.  They  will  not  work.  Will  make  full  re 
port  by  messenger  to-morrow. 

O.  S.  FERRY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  December  IS,  1802. 
Brigadier- General  FERRY  : 

I  sent  for  Colonel  Spear  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  reports  in  regard  to 
rebel  forces  at  Franklin.  I  have  long  desired  to  cross  and  capture  or 
disperse  them.  I  think  it  can  be  done.  If  you  agree  with  me  send 
Foster  with  3,400  cavalry,  Spear's  regiment,  and  300  of  Dodge's  rifles, 
and  Howard's  or  Follett's  artillery,  with  a  section  of  Davis'.  As  soon 
as  possible  I  will  make  a  diversion  above  Smithfield.  Spear  left  at  11 
for  Suffolk.  See  him  as  to  details  of  proposed  movement.  I  did  not 
send  for  you  because  I  did  not  wish  you  to  leave  Suffolk.  Let  me  hear 
from  you. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  GeneraL 

SUFFOLK,  December  18,  1802. 
Major-General  Dix: 

I  think  the  movement  proposed  by  you  might  now  succeed,  and  un 
less  otherwise  directed  by  you  will  send  out  the  expedition  to-morrow. 
You  will  get  reports  from  me  this  afternoon  of  the  last  scouting  parties. 

O.  S.  FERRY, 
Brigadier-  Gen  eral. 

FORT  MONROE,  December  18,  1802. 
Brigadier- General  FERRY  : 

Let  your  expedition  go  to-morrow  night.  If  there  is  time  I  will  land 
a  force  in  BurwelPs  Bay,  above  Smithfield,  to-morrow  night.  Send  me 
the  West  End  at  once.  Let  me  know  to-night  if  you  can  get  ready  to 
morrow  night. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 
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SUFFOLK,  December  IS,  1862. 
Major-General  Dix: 

The  West  End  has  gone  to  Norfolk  for  coal  arid  will  arrive  there 
about  this  time  or  a  little  later. 

O.  S.  FERRY, 
Brigadier-  General. 

SUFFOLK,  December  18, 1862. 
Major-General  Dix: 

I  have  this  evening1  a  report  from  iny  post  at  Providence  Church  that 
the  enemy  are  this  side  the  Blackwater,  near  Isle  of  Wight  Court- 
House,  in  force.  I  am  sending  out  a  detachment  to  reconnoiter.  I  do 
not  think  it  advisable  to  undertake  the  other  expedition  till  the  detach 
ment  returns  and  reports  the  facts. 

O.  S.  FERRY, 
Brigadier-  General. 

SUFFOLK,  December  18,  1802. 
Major-General  Dix : 

The  report  about  a  rebel  force  at  Isle  of  Wight  is  not  well  founded. 
I  have  examined  the  parties  from  whom  it  was  derived.  Colonel  Spear 
has  not  returned  yet.  I  based  my  opinion  of  the  possibility  of  taking 
Franklin  upon  his  former  reports.  1  have  this  evening  talked  with 
Colonel  Foster,  who  was  out  with  Wessells.  I  think  you  should  see 
him  before  ordering  an  expedition.  I  will  send  him  to  the  fort  to-mor 
row  if  you  think  best.  He  is  a  brave,  experienced,  and  judicious  officer. 

O.  S.  FERRY, 

Brigadier-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  December  19,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  FERRY  : 

Let  me  know  if  Colonel  Foster  is  coming  here;  if  not,  when  you  send 
out  the  expedition.  Xo  time  should  be  lost,  as  Burnside's  retreat  leaves 
Lee's  army  at  liberty,  and  in  a  few  days  you  may  have  20,000  or  30,000 
men  on  the  Blackwater.  My  force  is  ready. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  December  10,  1862. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Colonel  Foster  is  on  the  way  to  you  now  with  dispatches  from  me. 

O.  S.  FERRY, 

Brigadier-  General. 


FORT  MONROE.  December  19,  1862. 
Major-General  PECK: 

Colonel  Spear  is  confident  he  can  cross  2  miles  above  South  Quay  with 
3,500  infantry,  1,000  cavalry,  and  eight  pieces  of  artillery  and  take 
Franklin.  General  Ferry  thinks  5,000  infantry  necessary.  What  think 
you?  Answer  immediately.  I  shall  make  a  diversion  from  Smithiield 
the  day  before, 

JOI1N  A.  DIX, 

Major- General, 
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SUFFOLK,  YA.,  December  19,  18G2. 
Major-General  Dix : 

The  expedition  talked  of,  to  be  successful,  should  have  six  good  pon 
toons,  5,000  infantry,  two  batteries  of  artillery,  and  1,000  cavalry.  The 
fords  are  not  to  be  relied  on  ;  making  bridges  of  felled  trees  will  not  do 
for  artillery.  We  cannot  spare  the  above  number  of  infantry  suitable 
for  the  undertaking  at  present  and  have  not  the  pontoons.  1  will  write 
you  my  views  to-morrow. 

O.  S.  FERRY, 

Brigadier-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  December  20,  18G2. 
Brigadier-General  FERRY  : 

Can  you  not  improvise  some  pontoons'?  There  should  be  no  delay. 
I  will  be  very  glad  to  have  you  lead  the  expedition,  but  no  time  should 
be  lost  in  movin. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


. 


SUFFOLK,  [WASHINGTON,]  December  20,  18G2. 
Major-Gencral  Dix : 

Spear  reported  12,000  about  Franklin.  If  Foster  and  Burn  side  have 
relieved  the  recent  excess  on  our  front,  an  attack  is  desirable ;  would 
hazard  nothing.  Not  less  than  5,000  ought  to  be  sent;  7.000  would  be 
better.  As  the  troops  are  benefited  by  such  duty  we  should  always 
[send]  enough.  McClenna's  Grossing  is  about  the  point.  Great  excite 
ment  in  public  mind  since  the  late  disaster. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


FORT  MONROE,  December  20,  18G2. 
Brigadier-General  FERRY  : 

How  many  infantry  have  you  fit  for  the  expedition  ?  I  can  give  you 
some  from  this  post  and  Yorktown,  but  in  that  case  I  must  send  you 
an  officer  ranking  Colonel  Foster,  and  abandon  the  diversion  toward 
Znni  and  Wakefield. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major -General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  December  20,  18G2. 
Miijor-  General  Dix : 

I  can  furnish  1,000  cavalry ;  that  is  enough.  I  can  make  the  5,000 
infantry  by  putting  in  two  of  the  newest  regiments.  I  can  put  General 
Spinola  in  command  with  Foster  to  lead  the  advance.  I  can  issue  my 
orders  at  1)  o'clock  forenoon  and  have  the  column  in  march  at  3  o'clock 
afternoon  of  the  same  day,  which  is  the  usual  hour. 

O.  S.  FERRY, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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FORT  MONROE,  December  20,  1862. 
Brigadier- General  FERRY: 

The  expedition  is  one  of  importance  and  great  delicacy,  and  if  our 
forces  succeed  in  crossing  will  need  a  commanding  officer  experienced 
in  the  management  of  troops.  1  will  give  General  Spinola  an  early 
opportunity  of  seeing  active  service,  but  think  another  occasion  will 
be  better  for  him  and  us. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 
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Troops  in  the  Department  of  Virginia,  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  John  A. 
Dix>  December  20,  1862. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va. 
3d  Now  York  Infantry. 

Newport  News,  Fa. 

69th  New  York    [N.  G.  A.]. 
155th  New  York. 
164th  New  York. 
170th  New  York. 
175th  New  York  (detachment). 

Suffolk,  Va. 

13th  Indiana. 
39th  Illinois. 
6th  Massachusetts. 
112th  New  York. 
130th  New  York. 
132d  New  York. 
158th  New  York. 
62d   Ohio. 
67th  Ohio. 
58th  Pennsylvania. 
85th  Pennsylvania  (battalion  of). 
158th  Pennsylvania. 
165th  Pennsylvania. 
166th  Pennsylvania. 
167th  Pennsylvania. 
168th  Pennsylvania. 
171st  Pennsylvania. 
174th  Pennsylvania. 
175th  Pennsylvania. 
176th  Pennsylvania. 
177th  Pennsylvania. 
1st  New  York  Mounted  Rifles, 
llth  Pennsylvania    Cavalry    (ten    com 
panies). 

7th  Massachusetts  Battery. 
4th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  D. 
4th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  L. 


Camp  Hamilton,  Va. 

139th  New  York. 

llth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Company  C. 
Roberts'  Pennsylvania  Heavy   Artillery 

(three  companies). 
2d  Wisconsin  Battery. 
4th  Wisconsin  Battery. 

Norfolk,  Va. 

99th  New  York. 
148th  New  York. 
173d  Pennsylvania. 

19th  Wisconsin. 

llth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Company  M. 
7th  New  York  Battery. 

Yorlctown,  Va. 

llth  Maine. 
56th  New  York. 
81st  New  York. 
98th  New  York. 
100th  New  York. 

Independent    Battalion,  New    York  (En- 
fans  Perdus). 
52d   Pennsylvania. 
104th  Pennsylvania. 
169th  Pennsylvania. 
172d   Pennsylvania. 
178th  Pennsylvania. 
179th  Pennsylvania. 
6th  New  York  Cavalry  (two  companies). 
5th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 
1st  New  York  Light  Artillery,  Battery 

F. 
1st  New  York  Light  Artillery,  Battery 

H. 

8th  New  York  Battery. 
1st  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,. Bat 
tery  E. 

1st  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  Bat 
tery  H. 
5th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  M. 


DETACHED. 

Wessells'  Brigade.  * 

85th  New  York. 

92d    New  York. 

96th  New  York. 

85th  Pennsylvania. 
101st  Pennsylvania. 
103d  Pennsylvania. 


FORT  MONROE,  December  21, 18C2. 
Maj  or- General  HALLECK,  Gcncral-in-C\ief  : 

Two  sailing  vessels  have  arrived  here  from  New  York  to  take  Cor- 
corau's  brigade  to  General  Banks.     Two  more,  I  learn,  are  coming. 

*ffloTE  FROM  RETURN. — Belongs  to  the  command  at  Suffolk,  but  is  now  on  detached 
service  in  North  Carolina. 
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Two  of  them  will  be  neededr— one  to  take  the  sick  and  convalescents  left 
here  and  another  to  take  horses  now  here  belonging  to  the  expedition. 
As  Corcoran  is  not  to  go,  what  shall  be  done  with  the  two  other  trans 
ports  when  they  arrive  ? 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

WASHINGTON,  D.  0.,  December  21,  18G2. 
Major-Gen eral  DIX,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 

The  convalescents,  stores,  horses,  &c.,  belonging  to  General  Banks' 
expedition  will  be  sent  forward.  It  will  be  determined  in  the  course 
of  two  or  three  days  whether  Corcorau's  brigade  will  go  or  not.  In 
the  mean  time  the  two  transports  for  that  purpose  will  await  orders. 
Give  us  all  the  information  you  can  about  the  enemy's  movements. 

H.  W.  HALLECK,    • 
General-in-  Chief. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  December  21,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLEOK,  General-in-Chief: 

My  man  has  arrived  from  Richmond.  General  Anderson's  division, 
reported  13,000  strong,  from  Hanover  County ;  the  division  of  one  of  the 
Hill's,  from  the  direction  of  Fredericksburg,  9,000  strong,  and  Hood's, 
from  Richmond  Fair  Grounds,  about  8,000  strong,  have  all  gone  south 
from  Richmond  since  Monday,  the  15th.  Fifty-three  pieces  of  artillery, 
some  of  which  came  from  the  direction  of  Fredericksburg,  were  sent 
across  Mayo's  Bridge  toward  Petersburg  on  Wednesday  night.  It  was 
reported  at  Richmond  that  a  large  force  was  coming  up  the  James 
River  to  land  at  City  Point,  and  this  may  have  led  to  the  movement  of 
artillery.  On  Wednesday  night  the  Richmond  iron-clad  got  her  com 
missary  stores  on  board.  There  has  been  great  activity  in  Richmond 
the  last  week  in  the  movement  of  troops  through  the  city  in  a  southerly 
direction,  but  my  informant  could  not  say  where  they  went  after  leav 
ing  the  city ;  heard  that  one  brigade  went  toward  the  Blackwater; 
thinks  the  rest  went  to  Weldon.  He  left  Richmond  Thursday.  I  have 
found  his  former  statements  accurate. 

JOHN  A.  MX, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  December  21,  18(52. 
Major-General  DIX: 

Gtve  me  the  pontoons  and  I  will  take  command  of  the  expedition  and 
leave  General  Spinola  in  command  here  during  my  absence,  or  I  will 
see  the  colonels  and  get  them  to  volunteer  to  serve  under  Colonel  Fos 
ter  cheerfully. 

O.  S.  FERRY, 
Brigadier-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  CORPS, 

Yorktown,  December  21,  1802. 
Col.  D.  T.  VAN  BUREN,  Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

SIR  :  Since  my  return  I  have  sent  three  reconuoitering  parties,  one  of 
which  captured  three  horses  and  some  prisoners.  Captain  Parker  has 
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been  up  at  West  Point  and  sent  a  scout  to  the  White  House.  The 
enemy  has  not  been  discovered  in  force,  but  there  are  indications  of  an 
intention  to  attack  Williamsburg.  I  have  taken  precautions  to  bar  the 
movements  of  the  enemy,  and  I  would  like  to  have  the  opinion  of  Major 
General  Dix  as  to  the  propriety  of  posting  a  regiment  of  infantry  at 
Fort  Magruder,  below  Williarasburg. 

I  have  made  two  thorough  inspections  of  the  four  regiments  of  Penn 
sylvania  drafted  militia,  which  have  just  arrived  here,  and  found  them 
all  perfectly  green.  One  of  those  regiments,  the  One  hundred  and 
seventy -second,  I  have  assigned  to  duty  at  the  heavy  guns  on  the  ram 
parts,  and  will  lose  no  time  in  fitting  all  for  service.  At  the  present 
time  none  of  them,  are  in  a  condition  to  meet  the  enemy. 

It  is  reported  to  me  that  the  destruction  of  the  salt-works  in  Mat 
thews  County  was  not  complete.  I  have  arranged  with  Captain  Parker 
to  go  with  a  gunboat  and  100  infantry  and  50  cavalry  on  Wednesday 
next  and  complete  that  work. 

I  am  much  in  want  of  an  energetic  brigadier,  who  understands 
tactics. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  KEYES, 
Major -General,  Commanfttog  Fourth  Corps. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  PHILADELPHIA, 

Hampton  Roads,  December  21,  1S62. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix, 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps: 

GENERAL  :  The  department  directs  that  the  complement  of  the 
Colorado  shall  be  filled  up  with  contrabands,  owing  to  the  impossibility 
of  shipping  men.  It  will  advance  the  public  interest  if  you  will  be  so 
good  as  to  give  such  orders  as  will  enable  Captain  Goldsborough,  of  the 
Colorado,  to  receive  and  ship  thirty-two  able-bodied  contrabands. 
[  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  December  23,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  II.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief : 

I  have  just  arrived  from  New  Berne.  My  expedition  was  a  perfect 
success.*  I  burned  the  railroad  bridge  at  Goldsborough  and  Mount 
Olive  and  tore  up  several  miles  of  the  track  of  the  Wilmington  and 
Weldon  Railroad.  We  fought  four  engagements,  viz,  at  Southwest 
Creek,  Kinston,  White  Hall,  and  Goldsborough,  and  whipped  the  en 
emy  handsomely  each  time.  The  force  of  the  enemy  is  now  largely  in 
creased  in  North  Carolina  from  Fredericksburg,  rendering  the  second 
step  in  my  plan  of  operations  of  doubtful  execution  unless  I  am  pretty 
largely  re-enforced.  Can  I  communicate  freely  on  this  point  by  tele- 
gruph  or  shall  I  come  to  Washington  for  the  purpose  ?  I  have  a  steamer 
here  and  can  be  there  in  ten  hours. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major- General. 

*  See  "Expedition  from  New  Berne  to  Goldsborough,  N.  0.",  December  11-20,  1862. 
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WASHINGTON,  D.  0.,  December  23, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER,  Fort  Monroe  : 

Consult  fully  with  General  Dix  and  then  come  to  Washington. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

UNITED  STATES  FLAG-STEAMER  PHILADELPHIA, 

Hampton  Roads ,  Va.,  December  23, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe  : 
GENERAL  :  The  Belvidere,  steamer,  with  supplies  for  the  army,  was 
stopped  by  the  guard  vessel  below  Norfolk  because  she  was  not  on  the 
certified  list  of  the  army  steamers  furnished  by  you  and  had  not  the 
certificate  from  the  quartermaster,  Colonel  Thomas,  as  proposed  by  you 
and  agreed  to  by  me.  On  learning  the  facts  I  ordered  that  the  Belvi 
dere  should  pass  up  to  Norfolk.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  issue 
such  instructions  as  Yvill  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  inconvenience  aris 
ing  from  the  omission  to  comply  with  the  simple  and  easy  arrangement 
made  at  your  instance  and  which  the  guard  vessels  have  been  instructed 
to  comply  with? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  3T.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  December  24,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 

It  is  decided  that  you  send  12,000  men  to  General  Foster's  command. 
Those  for  whom  you  have  transports  will  be  sent  to  Beaufort  and  the 
others  marched  across  to  the  Chowan.  Please  answer  immediately 
how  many  you  can  send  by  sea.  The  troops  should  be  good  ones,  leav 
ing  the  new  ones  in  the  forts.  I  hope  to  send  you  a  couple  of  regiments 
from  here.  This  movement  must  be  made  in  all  haste.  As  soon  as  Gen 
eral  Foster  comes  in  I  will  telegraph  again. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  December  24, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief  : 

If  I  can  take  the  two  sailing  vessels  intended  to  carry  Corcoran's  bri 
gade  to  General  Banks  I  can  send  3,500  men  to  Beaufort  by  sea.  I  can 
also  send  1,800  by  barges  through  the  canal  to  Albemarle  Sound.  My 
force  from  Suffolk  can  move  to-morrow,  if  necessary,  but  it  shall  not 
reach  the  Chowan  Eiver  till  the  means  of  transportation  are  there. 
The  steamers  here  are,  with  two  exceptions,  river  crafts  and  not  fit  to 
go  to  sea.  There  will  be  no  inconvenience  in  using  the  two  transports 
of  Banks'  expedition  temporarily,  as  I  can  retain  his  convalescent  and 
sick  at  present.  The  troops  will  take  tents  and  camp  equipage.  Shall 
those  which  go  by  water  take  rations  ? 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 
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WAR-  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  December  24,  1862. 

Major-General  DIX,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

General  Foster  thinks  that  the  troops  which  go  by  land  should  go  to 
Gates7  Ferry,  on  the  Ohowau  River,  the  place  where  Wessells'  brigade 
embarked. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  December  24,  1862. 

Major-General  BURNSIDE,  Falmouth,  Va.: 

General  Foster  wishes  a  brigadier-general — a  regular  officer  of  expe 
rience.  Can  you  give  him  onel  Please  answer.  Troops  that  fought  at 
Frederick sburg  are  now  in  North  Carolina. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


FORT  MONROE,  December  24, 1862. 
Brigadier-General  FERRY  : 

Have  your  brigades — Spinola's  and  Gibbs' — ready  to  inarch  at  a  mo 
ment's  warning. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

FORT  MONROE,  December  24, 1862. 
Major-General  KEYES,  TorJctown : 

Have  Blaglee's  brigade  ready  to  move  by  water  at  a  moment's  warn 
ing. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 


SUFFOLK,  December  24,  1862. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Is  there  no  way  in  which  at  least  partial  payment  can  be  made  to  these 
men  before  leaving  ?  Gibbs  and  Spinola  both  report  their  men  desti 
tute.  In  my  own  the  families  of  the  men  are  really  suffering,  and  it 
seriously  affects  the  spirits  of  the  men  in  the  command. 

O.  S.  FEEKY, 

Brigadier-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  December  24, 1862. 
Brigadier- General  FERRY  : 

I  have  written  to  Washington  repeatedly  in  regard  to  the  payment  of 
the  troops.  The  answer  is  that  after  the  1st  of  January  they  will  be 
paid  up  to  November  1. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS,  ^  WAR  DEPARTMENT,  ADJT.  GEN.'S  OFFICE, 

No.  214.  S  Washington,  December  24,  1802. 

By  direction  of  the  President  the  troops  in  North  Carolina  will  con 
stitute  the  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  and  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster  is  as 
signed  to  the  command. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

L.  THOMAS, 

A  djutant-  General. 

SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  OF  THE  ARMY.  ADJT.  GEN.'S  OFFICE, 
No.  410.  }  Washington,  December  24,  1802. 

*###**# 

IV.  Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  Palmer,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  assigned  to  duty 
with  the  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Depart 
ment  of  North  Carolina,  and  will  report  in  person  without  delay. 

#  *  *  *  *  *  '  * 

By  command  of  Major-General  Halleck : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  December  25, 1802. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 

General  Foster  left  here  last  evening,  arid,  if  not  detained  by  they  fog, 
will  be  with  you  this  forenoon  to  arrange  details.  He  saw  the  Com 
missary-General  yesterday  about  rations.  The  troops  sent  to  Beaufort 
should  take  supplies  with  them  unless  he  directs  differently. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  December  25,  1802. 
Maj.  Gen.  IT.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief: 

As  you  wished  me  to  make  the  movement  in  haste  I  am  getting  all 
the  transportation  I  can  find.  The  Cahawba  arrived  this  morning*  from 
New  York  with  provisions  for  Alexandria.  She  will  carry  1,500  troops. 
I  am  transferring  her  cargo  to  two  river  steamers  and  shall  send  it 
without  delay  to  Alexandria.  I  have  transportation  enough  for  at  least 
0,000  troops  ready.  The  International,  one  of  the  sailing-vessel  trans 
ports  from  New  York,  got  aground  on  Smith's  Island  Shoal  yesterday. 
I  sent  out  a  strong  tug  to  her  last  night.  If  she  can  be  got  off  she  will 
carry  1,000  more  troops.  General  Foster  not  arrived. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

YorJdown,  Va.,  December  25,  1802. 
Col.  I).  T.  VAN  BUREN, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  of  Virginia,  Yorktown,  Va.  : 
COLONEL  :  In  reply  to  the  circular  of  December  22, 1802,  from  Head 
quarters  Department  of  Virginia,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the 
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earthworks  at  Yorktowu  and  Gloucester  Point  have  never  been  author 
itatively  named.  The  officers  at  Gloucester  Pqint,  however,  have  called 
the  work  after  myself,  Fort  Keyes,  and  I  would  beg  leave  to  suggest 
for  the  work  here  the  name  of  the  major-general  commanding  the  de 
partment.  May  I  be  informed  if  these  names  will  be  recognized  ? 

Besides  the  work  at  Yorktown  and  Gloucester  the  only  other  work 
is  Fort  Magruder,  about  1£  or  2  miles  below  Williamsburg,  garrisoned 
by  a  company  of  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

The  armament  of  these  works  is  as  follows  : 

Fort  Mayruder. — One  24-pounder  howitzer,  four  12-pouuder  howitzers, 
one  6-pounder  (iron)  carriage,  one  coffee-mill  (Union  repeating). 

At  YorJctown, — Nine  8-inch  columbiads,  fifteen  20-pounder  Parrotts, 
one  8-iuch  siege  howitzer,  eight  32-pounders,  iron  (smooth),  four  10-inch 
mortars,  live  12-pouuder  howitzers  (brass),  ten  3-inch  ordnance  guns 
(light  batteries),  two  100-pounder  Parrotts,  one  coffee-mill  (Union  re 
peating),  fourteen  12-pounder  brass  Napoleons  (light  batteries),  one  42- 
pouuder,  iron  (smooth),  five  30-pounder  Parrotts,  one  32-pounder  car- 
ronade,  one  32-pounder  (light  ship  gun),  one  10-inch  columbiad. 

At  Gloucester  Point. — The  only  armament  consists  of  one  battery  (four 
guns)  of  3-inch  ordnance  guns. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  KEYES, 
Major -General,  Commanding  Corps. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  December  26,  1862. 

His  Excellency  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 

President  of  the  United  States  : 

SIR  :  In  your  order  authorizing  me  to  permit  the  people  of  Norfolk 
to  send  to  the  loyal  States  the  products  of  their  labor  the  Nansernond 
Kiver  was  not  included.  Suffolk  is  at  the  head  of  navigation,  and  the 
river  is  used  by  us  in  transporting  our  supplies  to  our  troops  there. 
There  are  oysters,  shingles,  and  other  articles  on  the  river  belonging 
to  Northern  people  as  well  as  to  the  people  of  Norfolk,  and  wanted  in 
the  loyal  States.  May  I  ask  the  extension  of  rny  authority  to  permit 
these  articles  to  go  North,  by  a  new  order  from  you,  that  of  November 
12  not  being  construed  by  Admiral  Lee  to  cover  these  cases. 

The  inclosed  papers,  which  I  beg  to  have  returned  to  me,  show  the 
hardship  of  the  cases  referred  to.*  I  take  the  liberty  to  annex  the 
order  1  need  for  your  consideration,  and  am,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

[Inclosure.] 

EXECUTIVE  MANSION. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  of  the  12th  of  November,  in  regard  to  trade 
with  Norfolk,  be  extended  to  Suffolk  and  the  Nansemond  Kiver,  so  far 
as  the  commander  of  the  department  shall  deem  necessary  for  military 
purposes. 


Not  found. 
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FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  December  26,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief  : 

General  Foster  left  last  evening  for  New  Berne.  The  troops  com 
mence  embarking  at  Yorktown  to-day.  The  transports  \vill  be  obliged 
to  return  from  Beaufort  and  take  another  load,  as  General  Foster  can 
only  take  4,000  from  the  Chowan.  The  International  is  lost  near 
Smith's  Island.  Her  cargo  will  be  saved.  My  force  fit  for  duty  is  less 
than  25,000  men.  I  shall  have  but  12,000  left.  I  shall  have  but  5,000 
at  Suffolk  and  2,500  at  Yorktown.  On  the  Blackwater  there  is  a  large 
force,  and  since  Naglee's  expedition  the  rebels  have  occupied  Gloucester 
County,  and  General  Keyes  writes  me  they  are  menacing  Gloucester 
Point.  Twenty  thousand  men  is  the  smallest  number  that  can  be  relied 
on  to  hold  William sburg,  Yorktown,  Gloucester,  this  fort,  Norfolk,  and 
Suffolk.  I  earnestly  request  that  I  may  be  re-enforced  before  the  troops 
for  General  Foster's  command  get  away.  They  embrace  nearly  every 
regiment  that  has  been  under  fire.  I  lose,  also,  General  Naglee  and 
General  Ferry,  my  only  brigadiers  who  have  had  any  experience  in  the 
field,  except  General  Viele,  who  cannot  at  this  moment  be  spared  from 
Norfolk.  I  asked  for  the  promotion  of  Colonel  Alford,  of  the  Third 
New  York  Volunteers,  to  the  rank  of  brigadier.  He  will  be  needed  at 
once.  If  General  Lockwood  can  be  spared  from  the  Eastern  Shore  of 
Virginia  I  should  like  to  have  him.  My  new  troops  need  experienced 
generals. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  December  26,  1862. 
Maj  or- General  DIX,  Fort  Monroe: 

There  are  reported  for  duty  this  morning  in  my  brigade,  3,324 ;  in 
Spinola's,  3,411 ;  in  Gibbs7  (including  250  of  Wessells'  men),  3,057. 
Hence  it  appears  that  by  adding  one  regiment  to  either  of  the  bri 
gades  the  7,000  ordered  will  take  but  two  brigades.  Which  two  shall 
I  send  f  Please  answer  soon  as  possible. 

O.  S.  FEEEY,  t 

Brigadier-  General. 

FORT  MONROE,  December  26,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  FERRY  : 

Take  Spinola's  and  add  to  it  a  regiment  of  600  men,  and  put  Wes 
sells7  men  in  your  brigade.  Naglee  has  many  sick,  and  I  must  take 
7,500  from  your  command. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  OF  THE  ARMY,  ADJT.  GEN.'S  OFFICE, 
No.  414.  \  Washington,  December  26,  1862. 

**####* 

VI.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  D.  Terry,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  report  for  duty  to 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Halleck : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 
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SUFFOLK,  December  27,  1862. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Eeports  are  reaching-  ine  from  Carrsville  and  Windsor  of  the  appear 
ance  of  the  enemy  in  force  on  this  side  the  river.  I  have  sent  out 
scouting  parties  with  orders  to  report  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

O.  S.  FEEEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  JV.  C.,  December  27, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  North  Carolina,  Petersburg,  Va.: 

GENERAL  :  Your  favor  of  [13th]  instant  I  received  to-day.  I  most 
fully  agree  with  you  that  war  is  most  horrible  in  the  misery  and  ruin  it 
must  cause,  even  when  carried  on  according  to  the  acknowledged  rules 
of  Christian  nations,  and  therefore  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  and  ask 
if  it  was  by  your  approval  that  in  the  recent  attack  on  Plymouth  many 
houses  and  other  buildings  were  fired,  and  to  that  extent  families  ruined 
and  rendered  homeless ;  that  only  want  of  time  prevented  other  damage 
being  done.  I  would  also  call  your  attention  to  the  case  of  Mrs.  Phelps, 
who  was  shot  dead  by  a  Confederate  soldier.  On  occupying  the  town 
of  Kinston  recently  the  streets  were  found  in  many  cases  full  of  burning 
cotton,  naval  stores.  &c.,  a  destruction  of  property  which  I  do  not  know 
your  approval  or  disapproval  of.  The  effect  was  that  one  house  was  set 
on  fire,  and  that  it  was  only  by  the  greatest  effort  of  officers  and  soldiers 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  town  was  saved  from  destruction. 

Trusting  that  by  our  united  efforts  the  war  within  our  departments 
may  be  robbed  of  some  of  its  horrors,  I  am,  general,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  December  29,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina  : 

GENERAL  :  Four  thousand  troops  left  Suffolk  yesterday  morning  for 
Winfield ;  they  will  arrive  to-day.  Four  thousand  five  hundred  left  and 
will  leave  within  twenty-four  hours,  commencing  at  sunset  last  evening, 
by  water.  The  remaining  3,500  will  be  sent  as  rapidly  as  transports 
arrive — part  to-morrow  and  the  rest,  I  think,  by  the  2d  of  January ;  per 
haps  before.  1  send  you  every  old  regiment  I  have  except  one,  which 
is  in  this  fort. 

One  hundred  tons  ammunition  leave  to-morrow  for  Beaufort.  Two 
thousand  shovels  and  spades  and  the  sand-bags  are  here  and  will  go 
with  the  ammunition.  Part  of  the  wagons  and  ambulances  go  with  the 
troops ;  the  rest  will  be  sent  in  time. 

I  belieye  nothing  has  been  left  undone.    The  bearer  will  receive  any 
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commands  you  may  have  for  Washington  or  me.     Let  me  know  if  1  can 
do  anything  here. 

Wishing  you  a  success  equal  to  that  at  Goldsborough,  T  am,  respect 
fully  and  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  D1X, 

Major  General. 

P.  S. — I  found  a  change  in  the  troops  at  Suffolk  necessary.     You  will 
get— 

1.  Ferry's  brigade,  including  300  of  Wessells'  men 3,  COO 

2.  Spinola's  brigade 4, 000 

3.  Naglee's  brigade 4,080 

4.  Independent  Battalion,  New  York 250 

11/J30 
.  Some  convalescents  will  carry  the  number,  I  think,  above  12,000. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  December  29,  1802. 

Maj.  Gen.  II.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief: 

General  Foster's  arrangement  with  me  was  to  have  everything  in 
North  Carolina  by  the  4th  proximo,  before  which  day  he  could  not  be 
ready  to  land  and  prepare  the  troops  to  march.  The  day  for  marching 
was  fixed  for  the  8th.  I  think  it  proper  to  advise  you  of  these  arrange 
ments  and  of  what  I  have  done.  1  have  just  sent  a  special  messenger 
to  him  with  the  following  information : 

Four  thousand  troops  left  Suffolk  for  Cbowan  River  yesterday  morning;  4,500  left 
and  to  leave  by  water  yesterday  and  to-day;  remaining-  3,500  leave  as  last  as  trans 
ports  arrive — part  to-morrow  and  the  rest  by  January  2  at  farthest.  One  hundred 
tons  ammunition,  2,000  spades  and  shovels,  and  10,000  sand-bags  leave  to-morrow. 
Part  of  wagons  aud  ambulances  go  with  troops;  the  rest  in  time. 

JOHN  A.  13IX, 

Major-  General. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  December  29, 1802. 
Maj.  Gen.  11.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief : 

Colonel  Gibbs  was  sent  out  early  yesterday  morning  toward  the  Black- 
water  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  enemy  while  a  force  of  4,000  men 
for  General  Foster  went  down  to  the  Chowan.  The  colonel  fell  in  with 
the  enemy's  scouts  a  short  distance  from  our  pickets,  drove  them,  and 
captured  0.  They  report  Pryor  4  miles  on  this  side  of  the  Blackwater 
with  two  brigades  of  infantry,  two  regiments  of  cavalry,  and  nine  pieces 
of  artillery.  I  send  Oorcoran's  brigade  from  Newport  News  to  Suffolk 
to-day.  General  Ferry  will  leave  Suffolk  with  3,500  men  as  fast  as  trans 
portation  can  be  furnished,  commencing  this  evening.  The  Fourth  Del 
aware  and  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  New  York  have  arrived  at  York- 
town,  where  my  infantry  was  reduced  to  1,700  by  the  withdrawal  of 
Naglee's  brigade.  Two  or  three  good  regiments  in  addition  to  those  I 
have  would  enable  me  to  drive  Pryor  across  the  Blackwater,  unless  he 
is  re-enforced.  To  give  success  to  General  Foster's  movements  I  beg 
to  suggest  that  General  Buruside  should  press  the  enemy  incessantly. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

fifajor-  General. 
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WASHINGTON,  D.  0.,  December  30,  1862. 
Major-General  BURNSIDE,  Falmouth: 

General  Dix  telegraphs  that  in  order  to  succeed  in  his  own  and  Fos 
ter's  operations  it  will  be  necessary  that  you  occupy  and  press  the 
enemy  so  as  to  prevent  large  detachments. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  December  30, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief  : 

When  I  telegraphed  you  in  regard  to  my  force  I  had  before  me  the 
last  return  from  Suffolk,  which  did  not  embrace  the  four  last-arrived 
Pennsylvania  regiments,  so  that  after  sending  12,000  men  to  Foster  my 
aggregate  for  duty  was  15,500  instead  of  12,000.  The  addition  of  the 
Fourth  Delaware  and  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  New  York,  now  here, 
gives  me  an  effective  force  of  16,900. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

DECEMBER  30, 1862. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe  : 

The  ship  at  Nor/olk  draws  14J  feet  of  water.  No  vessel  drawing 
more  than  9  feet  can  enter  the  harbor  of  my  destination.  The  captain 
of  the  ship  has  sealed  orders  and  no  other.  I  fear  he  will  carry  my 
regiment  away  from  its  destination.  My  men  have  but  three  days'  ra 
tions  from  this  morning.  If  the  vessel  is  to  sail,  much  more  will  be 
needed ;  if  to  be  towed  by  steam-tugs,  they  will  still  require  more  than 
they  have. 

O.  S.  FEEEY, 

Brigadier-  General. 

DECEMBER  30, 1862. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fortress  Monroe  : 

I  have  turned  over  the  command  of  this  post  to  General  Corcoran, 
who  ranks  me.  I  have  sent  the  Sixty-seventh  Ohio  Eegimeut,  610  men, 
and  the  convalescent  sick,  and  officers  of  the  quartermaster's  depart 
ment  of  Spinola's  brigade,  numbering  in  all  nearly  200  more,  together 
with  the  ammunition  and  camp  and  garrison  equipage  of  the  Sixty-sev 
enth  Ohio,  to  Norfolk  this  morning  to  embark  on  the  transport  expected 
there  this  morning  according  to  your  dispatch  of  yesterday.  When  can 
I  expect  more  transports,  and  how  many"? 

O.  S.  FEEEY, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  N.  <7.,  December  31, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH, 

Comdg.  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Petersburg,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me 
by  His  Excellency  Edward  Stanly,  Military  Governor  of  North  Curo- 
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liua.  The  letter  explains  itself,  and  I  have  merely  to  request  an  answer 
ironi  you  whether  the  acts  complained  of  by  the  Governor  have  your 
sanction  ;  and  whether,  as  he  desires  to  know,  the  negroes  mentioned 
will  be  returned  to  their  master"?  I  also  beg  leave  to  inclose  a  slip  from 
the  Ealeigh  Standard  in  relation  to  the  prisoners  recently  paroled  and 
released  by  me  at  Kinstou  and  other  places  between  here  and  Golds- 
borough,  and  lequest  to  know  whether  these  men  are  compelled  to  per 
form  the  duties  therein  stated  contrary  to  their  parole  of  honor.  Some 
time  during  the  latter  part  of  November  Surgeon  Hunt,  post  surgeon 
at  Washington,  N.  O.,  while  taking  a  ride  outside  of  our  lines,  was  fired 
upon  by  parties  in  ambush  and  killed  immediately.  His  person  was 
rifled,  aud,  among  other  things,  a  watch  was  taken  from  him  which  his 
relatives  are  very  anxious  to  obtain  possession  of.  If  it  is  within  your 
power  will  you  please  have  this  watch  returned1? 

I  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure.] 

DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  December  29, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  been  informed  that  a  portion  of  the  forces  of  the 
enemies  of  the  United  States  recently  invaded  the.  county  of  Washing 
ton  and,  among  other  depredations  committed  upon  innocent  citizens, 
they  seized  and  carried  away  against  their  consent  and  against  the 
consent  of  their  owners  a  large  number  of  slaves.  From  the  home  of 
Mr.  M.  Bowen  they  took  away  several  of  his  negroes  who  had  been 
faithful  to  him,  and  whom  he  protected  and  humanely  supported.  This 
outrage  has  not  the  defense  attempted  for  the  African  slave  trade,  <;  that 
it  brought  uncivilized  beings  under  the  influence  of  Christianity  and 
civilization."  This  robbery  takes  civilized  beings  from  their  families 
and  homes;  it  deprives  a  kind  master  of  his  property  and  punishes 
slaves  for  their  fidelity  to  him.  I  cannot  believe  the  good  people  of 
North  Carolina  will  justify  such  conduct.  To  the  barbarous  and  will 
ful  burning  of  the  town  of  Plymouth  by  the  enemy  your  attention  has 
already  been  called,  and  of  that  nothing  more  need  be  said.  As  the 
voice  of  civil  authority  outside  of  our  lines  has  no  longer  any  potency, 
I  solicit  your  intervention  with  those  commanding  the  forces  of  the 
so-called  Confederate  States,  that  we  may  ascertain  by  what  rules  this 
war  is  to  be  conducted,  and  whether  those  negroes  to  whom  I  have 
referred  are  to  be  delivered  up  to  those  to  whom,  their  services  may  be 
due. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.. 

ED.  STANLY, 
Military  Governor,  &c. 
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Abstract  from  Return  of  the  Department  of  Virginia,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dlx  commanding, 
for  the  month  of  December,  Ib62  (headquarters  Fort  Monroe,  Fa.). 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

P* 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent  last 
monthly  return. 

Pieces  of  field  artil 
lery. 

j 

1 

Fort  Monroe  Vet.  —  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Dix  and  staff  

17 
25 

3 

643 

20 

809 
27 

817 

537 
84 
6 
3,093 
150 
55 
6 
2,952 
3,830 
2,430 
57 

20 

836 

27 

854 

669 
85 
7 
3,487 
195 
82 
8 
3,050 
4,572 
2,870 
59 

20 

830 

27 

872 
433 
85 
8 
3,520 
199 
82 
7 

1,979 

Fort  Monroe.—  Col.  S.  M.  Alford  : 

Camp  Hamilton.  —  Col.  A.  Conk  : 
139th  New  York  Infantry 

33 
16 
2 
6 

704 
455 
75 

""12 

Two  batteries  and  three  companies  artillery  ...   . 

One  company  cavalry  

Norfolk  Va  —  Brig.  Gen.  E.  L.  Viele  and  staff 

128 
3 
1 
6 

2,579 
131 
39 

6 

Artillery 

Cavalry  

Sv/olk  Va     Miijor-General  Peck  and  staff 

Brigadier-General  Corcoran's  brigade    

124 
173 
89 
2 

2,630 
3,158 
1,906 
50 



Col.  K.  S.  Foster,  First  Provisional  Brigade  

Col.  A.  Gibbs  Second  Provisional  Brigade           .  . 

Lieut.  D.  J.  Bailey,  detachment  Company  I,  Ninety- 
ninth  New  York  Infantry. 
Brigadier-General  Ferry's  brigade  

59 

3,723 
3,959 
1,792 

Brigadier-General  TV^essells'  brigade 

Brigadier-General  Spinola's  brigade  

Cavalry 

64 
10 
10 

1,569 
396 

2,097 
456 
10 
3,819 
478 
1,054 

2,169 
494 
10 
4,568 
674 
1,162 

2,188 
517 
10 
5,933 
686 
1,180 

4 
18 

Artillery        .            

Yorktown.  —  Maj.  Gen.  E.  D.  Keyes  and  staff.  

Infantry     " 

182 
18 
36 

3,175 
403 
843 

Artillery  

28 

Cavalry" 

Grand  total  

945 

18,  759 

22,  787 

25,  898 

28,  109 

68 

SUMMARY. 


General  and  staff  officers  &c 

39 

3 

42 

45 

45 

Infantrv            ...... 

756 

14  845 

17  807 

20  296 

22  667 

47 

1  385 

1  C48 

2  059 

1  862 

64 

Cavalry 

103 

2  526 

3  290 

3  498 

3  535 

4 

Total 

945 

18  759 

22  787 

25  898 

28  109/ 

68 

NOTE. — Brigadier-Genrrals  Ferry,  "Wessells,  and  Spinola,  with  their  respective  brigades,  were  trans 
ferred  to  the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  and  the  following  regiments  were  added  to  the  force  at 
Suffolk:  One  hundred  and  sixty-fifth,  One  hundred  and  sixty-sixth,  One  hundred  and  sixty-seventh, 
One  hundred  and  sixty-eighth,  One  hundred  and  fifty-eighth,  One  hundred  and  seventy-first,  One  hun 
dred  and  seventy-fourth,  Ono  hundred  and  seventy-fifth.  One  hundred  and  seventy-sixth,  One  hundred 
and  seventy-seventh  Pennsylvania  Militia,*and  One  hundred  and  fifty  eighth  New  York  Volunteers. 

Brigadier-General  Naglee's  brigade  transferred  to  Department  of  North  Carolina,  and  replaced  by 
the  One  hundred  and  sixty -ninth,  One  hundred  and  seventy-second,  One  hundred  and  seventy-eighth, 
One  hundred  and  seventy-ninth  Pennsylvania  Militia,  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  New  York  Volun 
teers,  and  the  Fourth  Delaware. 
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Abstract  from  Monthly  Return  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Maj.  Gen.  John  G. 
Foster  commanding,  for  the  month  of  December,  1862  (headquarters  New  Berne,  N.  C.). 


./ 
Command. 

Preseut  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

! 

"3 

!f' 

F 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent  last 
monthly  retu*n. 

Officers. 

a 

Eighteenth  Army  Corps  (Maj  Gen  J  G  Poster) 

15 
7,087 
5,  802 
3,759 
3,  683 
3,  879 
2,  230 
930 

~3"±i(i 

""3,"  860 
3,  851 
3,  908 
2,175 
939 

First  Division  (Bri^.  Gen.  H.  W.  "Wessells)  

201 
195 
96 
120 
108 
58 
43 

3,996 
3,700 
2,236 
2,850 
2,802 
1,400 
658 

5,962 
4,880 
2,847 
3,510 
3,  526 
1,  732 
860 

Artillery                      

Total  

821 

17,642 

21,  917 

27,  385 

17,  959 

Organization  of  troops  in  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  (Eighteenth 
Army  Corps],  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  Decem 
ber  31, 1802.* 


FIJRST  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  HENRY  W.  WESSELLS. 


First  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  LEWIS  C.  HUNT. 

85th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  A.  J.  Well- 
man. 

92d    New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Hiram  An 
derson,  jr. 

96th  New  York,  Capt.  George  W.  Hinds. 

85th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  J.  B.  Howell. 
101st  Pennsylvania,  Lieut,  Col.  D.  M.  Ar- 

inor. 

103d    Pennsylvania,  Lieut.   Col.   W.   C. 
Maxwell. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  THOMAS  G.  STEVENSON. 

10th  Connecticut,  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  Leg- 

gett. 
24th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  F.  A.  Os- 

born. 

44th  Massachusetts,  Col.  F.  L.  Lee. 
5th  Rhode  Island,  Maj.  George  W.Tew. 


•UNATTACHED. 


Amory's  Brigade. 
Col.  T.  J.  C.  AMORY. 

17th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  F.  Fel 
lows. 

43d    Massachusetts,  Col.  C.  L.Holbrook. 
45th  Massacbusetts,  Col.  C.  R.  Codman. 
51st  Massachusetts,  Col.  A.  B.  R.  Sprague. 


Lee's  Brigade. 
Col.  H.  C.  LEE. 

5th  Massachusetts,  Col.  George  H.  Peir- 

son. 

25th  Massachusetts,  Maj.  Josiah  Pickett. 
27th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  Luke  Ly- 

mau. 
46th  Massachusetts,  Col.  George  Bowler. 


*  The  division  and  unattached  brigades  were  organized  and  the  commanders  as 
signed  by  General  Orders,  No.  84,  Headquarters  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  December 
28,  1862.  The  regimental  commanders  in  First  Division  are  given  as  stated  in  that 
order. 


CHAP.  XXX.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 


501 


Heckman's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  CHARLES  A.  HECKMAN. 

3d  Massachusetts,  Col.   Silas  P.    Rich 
mond. 

8th  Massachusetts,  Col.  Fred.  J.  Coffin. 
23d    Massachusetts,  Maj.  John  G.  Cham 
bers. 

9th  New  Jersey,  Maj.  Abram  Zabriskie. 


Artillery. 
Brig.  Gen.  JAMES  H.  LEDLIE. 

3d    New  York  (eleven  companies),  Maj. 

H.  M.  Stone. 

23d    New  York  Battery,  Capt.  A.  Ransom. 

24th  New  York  Battery,  Capt.  J.  E.  Lee. 

1st  Rhode  Island,  Battery  F,  Capt.  J. 

Belger. 
1st  U.  S.,  Battery  C,  Lieut.  C.  Hook. 


CAVALRY. 

Third  New  York,  Col.  S.  H.  Mix. 
DETACHMENT  FOURTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Nag  lee's  Brigade.  * 
Brig.  Gen.  HENRY  M.  NAGLEE. 


llth  Maine,  Col.  H.  M.  Plaisted. 
5(>th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  J.  Wheeler. 
81st  New  York,  Col.  J.  J.  D»5  Forest. 
98th  New  York,  Col.  Charles  Durkee. 
100th  New  York,  Col.  George  B.  Dandy. 


Independent  New  York  Battalion,  Lieut. 

Col.  Felix  Comfort. 

52d    Pennsylvania,  Col.  John  C.  Dodge. 
104th  Pennsylvania,    Lieut.    Col.    T.   D. 
Hart. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  BRIGADE, 

Morehead  City,  N.  C.,  January  1,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  D.  T.  VAN  BUREN,  Fortress  Monroe : 

COLONEL  :  I  would  respectfully  report  the  arrival  at  this  port  of  the 
steamer  Cahawba,  with  the  Eleventh  Maine  and  Ninety-eighth  New 
York.  We  found  entering  the  harbor  just  before  us  the  Kennebec, 
with  the  Eighty-first  New  York,  and  that  the  Belvidere  had  discharged 
the  One  hundredth  New  York.  Off  Hatteras  we  parted  our  hawser  and 
left  the  ship  Moutebello.  Soon  thereafter  the  wind  shifted  to  the  west 
and  afterward  to  the  northwest,  which  will  insure  her  prompt  arrival. 
The  two  monitors  behaved  admirably,  and  although  we  had  quite  a 
heavy  blow  they  stood  it  with  no  apparent  difficulty.  At  daylight  of 
the  31st,  when  we  saw  them  last,  the  storm  had  abated  and  the  indica 
tions  were  all  very  favorable. 

I  have  to  report  to  General  Foster  at  1  p.  m. 
Very  respectfully,  &c.. 

HENRY  M.  NAGLEE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  January  1, 1863. 
General  YIELE,  Norfolk : 

I  learn  that  a  leading  citizen  of  Norfolk  has  been  trying  to  incite  the 
soldiers  of  the  Ninety-ninth  New  York  to  murder  negroes.  If  there  is 
such  a  feeling  existing  the  procession  which  is  to  take  place  to-day 
must  be  watched  and,  if  necessary,  stopped,  not  only  on  account  of  the 
feeling  referred  to  but  for  the  security  of  the  negroes  themselves, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

*  First  Brigade,  Peck's  division. 
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NORFOLK,  January  1, 1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

I  have  taken  every  precaution  to  prevent  disturbances  to-day.  I 
know  the  procession  will  be  a  source  of  deep  mortification  to  the  inso 
lent  secessionists  here,  but  I  have  not  felt  like  pleasing  them  by  stop 
ping  it.  It  will  be  certainly  very  harmless  as  far  as  the  negroes  are 
concerned.  If  I  knew  the  name  of  the  person  you  refer  to  I  would  ar 
rest  him. 

EGBERT  L.  VIELE, 

Brigadier-General. 

NORFOLK,  January  1,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

The  procession  passed  off  without  any  disturbance.  There  were  about 
4,000  persons  in  it. 

EGBERT  L.  VIELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA., 

January  2,  1863 — 4  p.  m. 
Major-General  HALLECK,  General-in-Chief,  and 
General  M.  C.  MEIGS,  Quartermaster- Gener al : 

I  have  been  exceedingly  unlucky  in  regard  to  transports  for  troops 
to  North  Carolina.  The  New  York  and  Georgia,  after  being  loaded, 
were  given  up  as  unseawoi  thy.  The  Belvidere  returned  from  Beaufort 
the  day  before  yesterday  for  a  second  load,  broken  down,  and  has  gone 
to  Baltimore  for  repairs.  The  Connecticut  was  loaded  with  wagons 
and  horses,  and  came  down  from  Yorktown  this  morning,  but  her  crew 
refused  to  go  to  sea.  On  examination  she  also  proves  unseaworthy, 
and  I  am  now  trying  to  get  the  John  Brooks  to  take  them.  She  has 
just  arrived  for  service  at  Washington,  and  her  captain  objects  to  going 
to  sea,  as  her  boilers  are  on  her  guards.  The  weather  is  very  fine  and 
I  think  she  will  go.  In  that  case  the  Connecticut  will  take  her  place  at 
Washington.  Ten  thousand  troops  have  gone ;  there  are  2,000  to  go. 
The  Cahawba  should  have  been  back  last  night  with  a  transport  sailing- 
vessel  in  tow.  If  they  get  in  to-night  there  will  be  time  to  meet  General 
Foster's  arrangements.  I  thought  you  ought  to  know  the  insufficiency 
of  your  steamboats  for  emergencies. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  January  3,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina: 

GENERAL  :  We  have  been  very  unfortunate  in  transports.  We  have 
had  to  unload  two,  and  two  others  returned  here  from  Beaufort  broken 
down.  To-night  I  send  you  1,000  men  in  the  Cahawba ;  to-morrow,  800 
in  the  Expounder.  There  will  be  but  100  or  200  left  j  these  I  expect  to 
send  to-morrow  night. 

The  aggregate  force  I  have  set  apart  for  you  is  14^000.  You  will 
have  12,000  effectives.  I  retain  the  sick. 
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I  believe  everything  has  been  done  that  was  possible.  If  our  trans 
ports  had  not  failed  every  man  would  have  been  with  you  to-day.  As 
it  is,  the  last  will  only  be  two  days  behind. 

Wishing  you  every  success,  I  am,  yours,  truly, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major -General. 


UNOFFICIAL.]  HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  A.  O., 

Fort  Monroe,  January  3,  1863. 
[Major-General  HALLECK  :] 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL  :  When  I  came  here  I  undertook  to  examine  all 
cases  of  disloyalty  and  misdemeanors  of  all  sorts,  but  I  was  compelled 
to  give  it  up.  To  relieve  myself  of  this  labor,  impossible  for  me  to 
perform,  I  appointed  a  provost  judge,  who  has  tried  all  such  cases  and 
sentenced  to  punishment.  All  capital  cases  have  been  referred  to  mil 
itary  commissions.  Those  which  have  been  brought  before  him  are 
cases  of  theft,  rioting,  &c.  The  criminals  were  both  black  and  white. 
The  highest  penalty  he  has  ever  inflicted  is  imprisonment  for  sixty 
days.  My  authority  to  issue  such  an  order  has  been  questioned.  To 
me  it  seems  very  clear.  There  is  no  civil  magistrate  in  this  county,  or, 
indeed,  in  any  part  of  the  territory  constituting  my  department.  I 
should  be  glad,  if  I  am  right,  to  be  fortified  by  your  opinion,  which  I 
only  ask  for  my  own  satisfaction.  A  single  word  in  reply  will  oblige  me. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

[In  closure.] 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  6.  J  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  June  27,  18G2. 

Capt.  John  A.  Bolles,  aide-de-camp,  is  hereby  appointed  provost  judge, 
and  as  such  authorized  and  ordered  to  hold  a  court  for  the  trial  of  all 
cases,  civil  and  criminal  (not  military),  that  may  arise  within  the  limits 
of  this  command  and  be  brought  before  him,  under  such  rules  and  regu 
lations  as  he  may  establish ;  said  court  to  be  held  at  such  times  and 
places  within  this  command  as  he  may  designate. 

Captain  Bolles  will  appoint  one  or  more  provost  clerks,  whose  duty 
it  will  be,  under  his  direction,  to  issue  all  orders,  writs,  and  processes 
requisite  to  the  prompt  and  efficient  administration  of  justice,  and  also 
to  preserve  full  and  accurate  records  of  the  proceedings  of  said  court. 
The  several  provost-marshals  and  their  deputies  to  whom  such  orders, 
writs,  and  processes  are  directed  will  execute  the  same,  without  delay, 
in  accordance  with  the  precepts  therein  contained,  and  the  same  will  be 
respected  and  obeyed  as  orders  from  these  headquarters. 

Full  authority  is  given  to  Captain  Bolles  as  provost  judge  to  hear  and 
try  all  causes,  civil  and  criminal  (not  military),  which  may  come  before 
him,  and  to  determine  and  decide  the  same  as  far  as  may  be  conforma 
ble  with  the  established  laws  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  several 
States  applicable  thereto,  and  where  such  laws  are  not  applicable  or 
are  not  sufficient  for  the  ends  of  justice,  according  to  his  best  judgment 
and  understanding  of  the  principles  of  justice,  equity,  and  good  con 
science,  subject  in  all  cases  to  appeal  from  his  decisions  to  the  major- 
general  of  the  army  corps. 

By  command  of  Major- General  Dix: 

D.  T.  VAN  BUKEN; 

Assistant- A  djutant-  Genera  I. 
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FORT  MONROE,  YA.,  January  3,  18G3. 
M.  C.  MEIGS,  Quarter  master-  General: 

The  Expounder  has  just  returned  in  good  order  and  leaves  again  to 
morrow.  If  I  can  have  the  Spanieling  by  to-morrow  night  I  can  close 
up  in  time  for  General  Foster,  leaving  nothing  undone.  The  storm 
which  destroyed  the  monitor  and  crippled  two  of  our  steamers  took  two 
of  our  sailing-vessel  transports  from  their  tugs.  One  was  recovered 
and  the  other  is  no  doubt  safe.  Over  10,000  troops  have  reached  their 
destination.  One  thousand  go  to-morrow  morning  and  800  to-morrow 
night. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

SUFFOLK,  January  3,  1863. 
Major-General  DIX,  Fort  Monroe: 

Ferry  reports  an  increase  of  field  artillery  on  the  Blackwater  to  four 
full  batteries.  He  says  they  have  a  shot-proof  battery  of  two  heavy 
guns  at  Franklin,  made  of  railroad  iron  ;  also  a  four-gun  work  at  Black- 
water  Bridge,  on  each  side  of  the  river,  from  which  point  they  can  Hank 
and  threaten  our  columns  moving  on  Franklin  or  Zuni.  Have  you  any 
sand-bags  to  spare  for  our  works  ? 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

FORT  MONROE,  January  4,  1863. 
Major-General  PECK,  Suffolk: 

General  Foster's  transports  are  at  Winfield.  If  it  is  thought  best  let 
the  rest  of  the  troops  march  there  with  three  days7  rations.  If  not,  send 
down  one  or  two  companies  of  cavalry  with  an  order  to  the  transports 
to  return  to  New  Berne.  In  the  latter  case  advise  me,  that  I  may  send 
a  topographical  officer  to  take  some  notes. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  January  4,  1863. 
Major-General  DIX,  Fort  Monroe  : 

After  consultation,  Ferry  will  march  in  the  morning  to  the  point  indi 
cated  in  your  telegram.  I  deem  it  best  to  send  a  squadron  along.  Will 
send  more  women  [cavalry  f]  if  you  think  best. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

FORT  MONROE,  January  4,  1863. 
Major-General  PECK,  Suffolk: 

I  think  a  squadron  enough.  You  are  the  best  judge  from  the  infor 
mation  you  possess.  General  Foster  passed  through  here  to-day  to 
Washington,  and  will  be  at  New  Berne  on  Wednesday  night.  He  says 
the  road  to  Win  field  is  not  through  Gatesville,  but  through  Sunbury 

and  Mintonsville.  * 

*  ***.*#* 

JOHN  A.  DTX, 

Major-  General. 

*  Some  matters  of  detail  omitted. 
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FORT  MONROE,  January  4, 1863. 
Major-General  PECK,  Suffolk: 

How  many  men  have  been  sent  from  Suffolk,  including  Spinola's  com 
mand,  which  marched  to  the  Chowan,  and  the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsyl 
vania,  which  went  to  Norfolk  this  morning  ? 

JOHN  A.  MX, 

Major-  General. 

SUFFOLK,  January  4,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe: 

Six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  four  have  gone,  independent  of  Wes- 
sells  5  1,200  to  go. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  N.  C,9  January  5,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia  : 

GENERAL:  Your  dispatch  to  Major-General  Foster,  who  is  absent, 
was  delivered  this  10  a.  m. 

The  troops  referred  to  by  you,  "Naglee's  brigade,"  have  all  arrived, 
the  only  loss  being  one  mule  that  jumped  overboard  on  the  night  of  the 
storm  of  December  30.  Of  General  Ferry's  brigade,  the  One  hundred 
and  seventy-fourth  Pennsylvania  and  the  Sixty-second  Ohio  have  ar 
rived.  The  Passaic,  although  badly  strained,  is  under  repair,  and  the 
prospects  of  rendering  her  immediately  serviceable  are  entirely  satis 
factory. 

The  Montauk  arrived  off  the  harbor  of  Beaufort  yesterday  morning, 
when  the  coast  pilot,  in  foolishly  attempting  to  enter,  ran  aground  upon 
the  outer  bar.  I  am  most  happy  to  advise  you  that  the  vessel  floated 
as  the  tide  flooded  and  came  in  without  harm,  having  made  the  voyage 
in  the  most  satisfactory  manner. 
I  am,  truly,  yours, 

HENBY  M.  NAGLEE, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


SUFFOLK,  January  7,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

General  Ferry  is  at  Holly  Springs,  near  Winfield.  No  transports 
are  there,  and  he  is  out  of  rations,  which  I  am  sending  him.  The  trans 
ports  sailed  for  New  Berne  Monday.  What  shall  he  do  ? 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


WELDON,  N.  C.,  January  1  [6],  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER,  U.  S.  A., 

Comdg.  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  New  Berne,  N.  C.  : 
GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com 
munication  of  the  31st  ultimo  and  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  you 
by  Edward   Stanly,  who  signs  himself  Military  Governor  of  North  (Jar- 
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olina.  In  relation  to  prisoners  of  war  /when  they  have  been  paroled  1 
can  say  that  never  to  my  knowledge  have  they  been,  nor  have  I  ever 
heard  of  their  having  been?  employed  in  the  performance  of  any  duty 
ior  the  Government.  As  my  Government  has  so  faithfully  respected 
the  parole  of  prisoners  I  am  the  more  astonished  that  you  should  have 
brought  a  merely  hearsay  rumor  that  came  to  the  ears  of  the  editor  of 
the  Raleigh  Standard  to  my  notice,  when  an  order  was  issued  from  the 
War  Department  of  the  United  States  requiring,  as  I  remember,  paroled 
prisoners  to  instruct  recruits,  garrison  fortresses  in  the  rear  of  the  army, 
and  guard  prisoners.  While  our  press — as  the  extract  you  send  me 
shows — would  denounce  such  violations  of  a  parole  of  honor,  I  have- 
seen  yours  teeming  with  the  demand  that  the  prisoners  you  have  cap 
tured  and  paroled  should  be  sent  to  Minnesota  to  repel  the  Indians  then 
at  war  with  your  people.  You  ask  me  to  answer  whether  the  acts  com 
plained  of  by  Governor  Stanly  have  my  sanction,  "  and  whether,  as  he 
el  esires  to  know,  the  negroes  mentioned  will  be  returned  to  their  mas 
ter?"  His  allegation  is  that  our  forces  recently  invaded  the  county  of 
Washington  and,  among  other  depredations  committed  upon  innocent 
citizens,  we  seized,  carried  away,  against  the  consent  of  their  owners,  a 
large  number  of  slaves ;  that  from  the  house  of  Mr.  M.  Bowen  we  took 
away  several  of  his  negroes  who  had  been  faithful  to  him  and  whom  he 
protected  and  humanely  supported ;  that  this  outrage  has  not  the  de 
fense  attempted  for  the  African  slave  trade — "  that  it  brought  uncivilized 
beings  under  the  influence  of  Christianity  and  civilization  ;  "  that  this 
robbery  takes  civilized  beings  from  their  families  and  homes ;  it  de 
prives  a  kind  master  of  his  property  and  punishes  slaves  for  their 
fidelity  to  him.  It  is  true  our  forces  did  invade  the  county  of  Wash 
ington,  and  the  officer  in  command  did  report  to  me  that  he  brought 
out  with  him  some  negroes.  Mr.  Stanly  is  a  representative  of  the 
United  States  Government,  and  I  take  it  for  granted  speaks  by  au 
thority,  and  if  it  be  the  determination  of  your  Government  to  deliver 
up  to  their  owners  the  100,000  slaves  you  have  stolen  from  their  kind 
and  humane  masters  I  am  sure  my  Government  will  immediately  cause 
this  one  little  act  of  "robbery"  to  be  discountenanced  and  cause  the 
negroes  to  be  restored,  and  thus  return  to  their  kind  masters  their 
property;  and  to  this  end  I  will  transmit  to  the  proper  authority  your 
communication  and  Mr.  Stanly's  letter. 

As  it  is  an  acknowledged  principle  among  Christian  nations  to  re 
spect  private  property  on  land  I  am  sure  my  Government  will  hail  this 
as  an  evidence  that  hereafter  you  will  cease  to  deprive  private  citizens 
of  their  private  property.  I  deplore  as  much  as  Mr.  Stanly  does  this 
taking  of  civilized  beings  from  their  families  and  homes  and  depriving 
owners  of  their  property,  and  I  would  it  were  the  only  robbery  of  the 
kind  that  has  occurred;  but  so  many  have  b?en  committed  by  the  forces 
of  the  United  States  that  it  is  now  regarded  as  legitimate  and  proper, 
"fit  and  necessary  war  measure."  As  Mr.  Stanly  says  the  voice  of  civil 
authority  outside  your  lines  has  no  longer  any  potency,  you  may  rest 
assured  I  will  do  all  in  my  power  to  have  those  negroes  delivered  up  to 
those  to  whom  their  services  may  be  due,  and  will  in  every  way  dis 
countenance  and  forbid  negro  stealing,  and  in  this  I  am  sure  both  you 
and  the  good  people  of  North  Carolina  will  justify  me. 

I  do  not  think  the  town  of  Plymouth  was  barbarously  and  willfully 
burned,  but.  as  reported  to  me,  a  house  was  fired  in  which  your  troops 
made  a  stand  and  from  which  they  fired  on  our  troops.  Such  things 
will  happen  in  war,  and  often  for  no  cause  except  the  spirit  of  destruc 
tion,  as  seen  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  the  Potomac,  Roanoke, 
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Rappahaunock,  and  the  James  Rivers,  where  cities,  towns,  and  private 
residences,  as  a  rule,  have  been  burned  or  battered  down  by  your  laud 
and  naval  forces. 

I  regret  very  much  that  in  this  street  fight  a  woman  was  killed.  It 
was  first  brought  to  my  knowledge  by  a  letter  which  was  received  from 
you,  and  it  should  be  regretted  that  accidents  of  the  same  kind  occurred 
from  the  batteries  of  General  Burnside  when  they  opened  on  the  city  of 
Fredericksburg. 

Surgeon  Hunt  was  riding  with  a  party  of  soldiers  when  he  was  killed, 
and  in  the  official  report  to  me  he  was  called  and  believed  to  be  a  lieu 
tenant  in  command  of  a  scouting  party.  I  will  at  once,  general,  write 
to  the  captain  of  the  company  to  which  the  attacking  force  belonged 
and  do  all  in  my  power  to  find  the  watch,  and  if  successful  will  send  it 
to  you  that  you  may  place  it  in  the  hands  of  his  relatives. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  G.  FRENCH, 
Major -General,  Commanding. 


FORT  MONROE,  January  7, 1863. 
Major-General  PECK,  Suffolk: 

General  Foster  is  here  and  is  leaving  for  New  Berne.  Will  send  the 
transports  back  immediately.  The  officer  in  charge  was  to  have  awaited 
your  orders.  I  fear  they  cannot  be  back  till  Saturday.  If  you  cannot 
keep  Ferry  supplied  with  rations  he  must  forage  on  the  country.  Send 
him  a  courier.  It  may  be  necessary  to  keep  the  enemy's  attention  oc 
cupied  in  the  direction  of  Franklin  so  that  Ferry  may  not  be  molested. 
I  expect  to  send  you  more  troops  shortly.  Rosecrans'  victory  is  com 
plete. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  January  8,  1863. 
Major-General  DIX: 

Spear  was  still  near  Holland's  at  6  p.  m.,  and  reports  a  very  large  force 
of  the  enemy  going  down  toward  Windsor  to-day. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-General. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Hampton  Roads,  Va.,  January  8,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  DIX,  II.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fort  Monroe: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  to  acquaint  you  with  the  fact  that  I  was  prevented 
from  entering  the  gate  in  front  of  headquarters  this  evening  by  the  sen 
tinel  on  post  there.  I  complain  not  of  the  sentinel,  but  of  the  order  un 
der  which  he  represented  that  he  acted  after  I  had  announced  my  name 
and  station. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
A  cty.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  January  9,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief: 

The  enemy  appeared  yesterday  in  considerable  force  on  this  side  of 
the  Blackwater,  and  has  been  attacking  onr  pickets  about  12  miles  from 
Suffolk  with  all  arms  since  morning.  The  llichmond  papers  mention 
that  a  large  number  of  our  troops  have  been  withdrawn  and  sent  to 
North  Carolina,  and  it  would  not  be  surprising  if  the  enemy  should  con 
centrate  a  heavy  force  and  attack  us,  unless  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
can  keep  him  busy. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  January  9,  18G3. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Genera  l-in-  Chief: 

The  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  New  York,  which  you  sent  me  last 
week,  is  ordered  to  the  Department  of  the  South  by  Secretary  of  War, 
for  burning  the  barracks  at  Chicago.*  The  regiment  is  at  Yorktown, 
where  I  am  weak,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  take  any  troops  from  Suifolk  to 
supply  its  place.  Can  you  not  send  me  another  regiment  1 

JOHN  A.  BIX, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


NEW  BERNE,  N.  C.,  January  9,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps: 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  report  of  Maj.  George 
W.  Cole,  of  this  regiment,  of  a  reconnaissance  made  by  him  toward 
Core  Creek ;  also  in  regard  to  the  alarm  at  our  picket  station  at  the 
brick-yard,  near  railroad  bridge,  on  the  evening  of  the  7th  instant. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

SIMON  H.  MIX, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Third  New  York  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

[Incloaures.l 

NEW  BERNE,  January  8, 1863. 

Col.  S.  H.  Mix, 

Commanding  Third  Netc  York  Volunteer  Cavalry: 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  having  obeyed  the  order  and 
proceeded  to  the  fork  of  the  Dover  and  Neuse  roads.  I  sent  detach 
ments  to  the  bridges  on  Core  Creek,  and  also  to  Street's  Ferry.  Lieu 
tenant  Hall,  of  Company  G,  went  within  30  feet  of  the  bridge  on  the 
Dover  road,  learning  that  a  company  of  Whitford's  were  holding  the 
rifle-pits  beyond  and  were  daily  coming  across — several  yesterday. 

Captain  Pierce  went  within  300  yards,  or  near  it,  of  the  bridge  on  the 
Neuse  road;  found  no  pickets  in  sight,  but  learned  that  Captain  Avi- 
rett,  of  Alabama,  with  about  90  men,  was  holding  the  pits  on  the  Neuse, 
and  that  some  20  of  his  men  were  passing  the  road  a  few  hours  before, 

*  Cipher. 
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Sergeant  Garrett,  with  a  squad  of  men,  went  to  Street's  Ferry  and  ex 
changed  thirty  or  forty  shots  across  the  river  with  some  of  the  enemy 
posted  there.  He  also  burned  a  picket  station  on  this  side  of  the  river 
but  destroyed  no  boats.  Meanwhile  I  thoroughly  scoured  the  country 
on  the  right  of  the  railroad,  from  Core  Creek  to  Batchelder's,  finding 
none  of  the  enemy  or  any  sign  of  their  being  encamped.  Having  accom 
plished  the  order,  and  having  no  forage  to  last  over  night,  I  marched 
(after  feeding  at  the  bridge)  my  command  to  their  respective  camps, 
where  they  are  at  5  p.  in.  this  day  in  excellent  condition.  I  believe 
from  what  I  can  learn  there  are  less  than  500  of  the  enemy  holding 
the  country  at  and  beyond  Core  Creek.  Found  the  roads  beyond 
Batchelder's  Creek  very  good,  but  this  side  very  bad  indeed. 
Eespectfully, 

GEO.  W.  COLE, 
Major,  Third  New  York  Volunteer  Cavalry. 


BERNE,  January  9,  [1863.1 
Col.  S.  H.  Mix, 

Commanding  Third  New  TorJc  Volunteer  Cavalry  : 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  obedience  to  orders,  in 
regard  to  the  alarm  at  the  brick-yard  picket  camp  near  railroad  bridge, 
in  charge  of  Captain  Doane,  Forty-third  Massachusetts  Begiinent,  on 
the  night  of  January  7  : 

I  was  with  my  command  at  the  railroad  bridge,  and  at  about  10 
o'clock  several  muskets  were  fired  at  the  station  of  Captain  Doane, 
and  messengers  sent  to  find  the  cause  stated,  through  Captain  Whytal, 
commanding  post,  that  Captain  Doane  "had  seen  the  enemy"  —  saw 
bayonets  glisten;  they  were  coming  out  in  the  open  field  —  and  that 
Captain  Doane  requested  the  cavalry  sent  down,  &c.  Having  been 
consulted  by  Captain  Whytal  in  regard  to  firing  the  monitor,  I  thought 
it  not  worth  while,  but  he,  knowing  the  parties,  must  judge.  Presently 
I  heard  her  four  shots  ;  one  shell  exploded.  I  then  sent  Lieutenant 
Sheldon,  Company  K,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  and  Captain  Pond, 
Company  M,  to  make  personal  examination,  and  they  reported  "no 
sign  of  an  enemy,"  as  I  supposed  at  first  from  the  character  of  the 
firing  ;  about  thirty  or  forty  shots  in  all.  All  was  then  quiet. 
Eespectfully, 

GEO.  W.  COLE, 
Majory  Third  New  York  Volunteer  Cavalry. 


FORT  MONROE,  YA.,  January  10, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

General-in-  Chief : 

I  have  sent  the  following  to  General  Peck  at  Suffolk : 

I  have  reliable  information  from  Richmond  that  10,000  infantry,  600  cavalry,  and 
two  batteries  of  artillery,  with  from  150  to  '200  wagons  left  Richmond  on  Tuesday  last, 
crossing  the  James  River.  The  wagons  would  indicate  that  they  were  not  going  far 
south.  It  will  be  well  to  set  inquiries  on  foot  in  the  direction  of  the  Blackwater.  and 
warn  Colonel  Spear  of  the  possibility  of  his  being  assailed  by  a  superior  force. 

*       JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-  General ,  Commanding. 
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SUFFOLK,  VA.,  January  10,  1863. 
Major- General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe: 

Reports  from  the  front  state  the  enemy's  force  in  the  region  of  Wind 
sor  at  6,000,  with  six  pieces — probably  from  four  to  six.  Spear  ad 
vanced  so  far  toward  Sornerton  yesterday  that  he  could  not  possibly 
get  to  the  position  indicated  until  ten  or  twelve  hours  after  the  time. 
He  must  now  be  near  Windsor  with  4,000.  and  ten  pieces. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Newport  News,  Va.,  January  10,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps*  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  Your  reply  to  my  communication  of  Thursday  evening 
was  received  yesterday,  and  I  am  very  much  gratified  by  the  kind  terms 
in  which  you  express  your  regret  at  the  occurrence  referred  to. 

1  desire  to  thank  you  for  referring  to  me  the  letter  of  the  master  of 
the  steamer  Champion  on  the  31st  ultimo,  and  to  state  that  Commander 
Foxhall  A.  Parker,  senior  naval  officer  in  York  River  and  vicinity,  re 
ported  to  me  in  reply  to  my  inquiries  with  regard  to  the  supposed 
violation  of  the  blockade  at  Mob  Jack  Bay,  as  observed  by  Captain 
Low,  that  vessels  in  heavy  weather  or  when  wind-bound  have  been 
accustomed  to  make  a  harbor  of  that  bay  under  the  protection  of  the 
guns  of  the  United  States  steamer  Crusader.  Hence  probably  the  error 
of  Captain  Low.  Commander  Parker  is  confident  from  his  knowledge 
of  the  blockade  in  that  vicinity  that  nothing  larger  than  a  canoe  has 
succeeded  in  running  that  blockade  since  November  19,  and  even  then 
under  favor  of  night  or  thick  weather. 

I  will  always  be  glad  to  hear  of  any  attempt  to  evade  or  violate  the 
blockade.  In  this  spirit  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  officer  command 
ing  the  United  States  steamer  Stepping  Stones  reported  to  me  under 
date  of  the  3d  as  follows : 

The  most  popular  route  for  transportation  of  goods  and  information  from  Norfolk 
and  Portsmouth  appears  to  be  by  the  Dismal  Swamp  road  and  Chowau,  and  by  this 
route  a  surprising  quantity  of  goods  are  smuggled  into  the  enemy's  lines. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  January  10,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

General  Pry  or  is  in  command.  We  have  captured  messengers  with 
a  dispatch  for  him  from  Franklin,  informing  him  that  a  column  of  6,000 
was  approaching,  referring  to  our  moves  yesterday. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

SUFFOLK,  VA.,  January  10, 1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

The  following  is  correct :  Pryor  has  on  this  side  14  pieces,  7,000  infan 
try,  and  1,500  cavalry.  He  crossed  at  Franklin,  learning  that  we  were 
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moving  tbere  with  about  the  same  force.    He  told  his  friends  that  he 
would  be  in  Suffolk  by  the  middle  of  the  week. 

Those  batteries  ought  to  be  here  at  once.    When  may  I  look  for  them  I 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  January  10, 1863. 
Major-General  DTX, 

Seventh  Army  Corps  : 

Our  main  column  reached  Windsor  about  11  a.  m.  and  has  been  joined 
by  a  portion  of  New  York  Mounted  Eifles  by  way  of  Providence  Church. 
The  enemy  falling  back  j  our  troops  in  pursuit. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  January  10,  1863. 

Major-General  BURNSIDE,  Falmouth,  Va.  : 

General  Dix  reports  that  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  has  crossed  the 
Blackwater  and  attacked  his  pickets  at  Suffolk. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA., 
January  11,  1863 — 7.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief: 

Major-General  Foster  desires  me  to  say  that  he  requires  the  services 
of  a  company  of  Sappers  and  Miners,  regulars,  if  possible,  and  when 
ready  to  embark,  if  it  is  not  generally  known  where  they  are  destined, 
he  would  like  to  have  them  sent  to  Beaufort  to  report  to  the  command 
ing  officer  for  orders. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA., 
January  11,  1863—8  p.  m. 
M.  C.  MEIGS,  Quartermaster-  General  : 

Major-General  Foster  desires  me  to  say  that  on  consultation  with  Ad 
miral  Lee  it  was  found  that  the  naval  vessels  would  be  fully  occupied 
in  towing  the  monitors,  and  that  they  could  not  be  relied  on  for  the 
transportation  of  troops.  He  had  therefore  requested  Colonel  Thomas 
officially  to  take  up  any  transportation  he  thought  proper  to  replace 
the  navy  transports,  and  it  would  have  your  sanction.  He  says  he  will 
require  150,000  sand-bags  and  2,000  shovels  and  spades  in  addition  to 
those  sent  to  him.  He  wishes  them  sent  to  the.  quartermaster  or  com 
manding  officer  at  Beaufort. 

JOHN  A,  DIX, 

Major-General. 
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SUFFOLK,  January  11,  1803. 
Maj.  Geu.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  Fort  Monroe: 

A  Union  man,  who  gives  information  from  the  Bhiekwater,  says  that 
Pry  or  had  12,000  and  that  another  general  was  with  him.'  The  im 
pression  is  that  he  designed  an  attack  here  at  night,  when  a  portion 
was  absent.  Our  line  is,  by  survey,  over  9  miles. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major -General. 

SPECIAL  ORDERS,  I  HDQRS.  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  11.  }  New  Berne,  January  11,  18G3. 

******* 

III.  General  Naglee,  commanding  Second  Division,  will  take  the  nec 
essary  steps  to  have  his  command  prepared  to  move.  The  division  will 
proceed  to  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  by  rail,  and  will  there  be  embarked.  The 
baggage  and  camp  equipage  of  the  command  will  be  taken  to  Beaufort 
by  the  troops.  Twelve  hours'  notice  will  be  given  when  the  division  is 
to  start. 

IY.  General  Wessells,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  have  his  command  prepared  to  move.  The  division 
will  proceed  to  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  by  rail,  and  will  there  be  embarked. 
The  baggage  and  camp  equipage  of  the  command  will  be  taken  to  Beau 
fort  by  the  troops.  Twelve  hours7  notice  will  be  given  when  the  divis 
ion  is  to  start. 

******* 

By  command  of  Maj.  Geu.  J.  G.  Foster : 

[SOUTHABD  HOFFMAN,] 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  )         HDQRS.  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  14.  (  New  Berne,  January  12,  1863. 

The  following-named  officers*  are  announced  as  constituting  the  stall 
of  the  major-general  commanding,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  ac 
cordingly  : 

Brig.  Geu.  Edward  E.  Potter,  chief  of  the  staff;  Lieut.  Col.  Southard 
Hoffman,  assistant  adjutant- general;  Capt.  James  H.  Strong,  aide-de 
camp  and  assistant  adjutant  and  inspector  general;  Maj.  J.  L.  Stackpole, 
judge-advocate;  Maj.  John  F.Anderson,  senior  aide-de-camp  ;  Maj.  Ed 
ward  N.  Strong,  aide-de-camp;  Cai>t.  George  E.  Gouraud,  aide-de-camp; 
Capt.  Louis  Fitzgerald,  aide-de-camp  ;  Capt.  Daniel  Messinger,  por- 
vost-marshal;  Lieut.  Col.  Herman  Biggs,  chief  quartermaster;  Capt. 
J.  C.  Slaght,  assistant  quartermaster;  Capt.  Henry  Porter,  assistant 
quartermaster;  Capt.  William  Holden,  assistant  quartermaster;  Capt. 

J.  J.  Boweu,  assistant  quartermaster;  Lieut.  Col.  — ,  chief 

commissary  ;  Lieut.  Joseph  A.  Goldthwaite,  acting  commissary  of  sub 
sistence;  Surg.  F.  G.  Snelling,  medical  director;  Lieut.  F.  U.  Farqu- 
har,  United  States  Engineer  Corps,  chief  engineer;  Lieut.  M.  F.  Prouty, 
acting  ordnance  officer;  Lieut.  J.  Myers,  United  States  Ordnance  Corps, 
ordnance  officer. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

[SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN,] 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

*  Amended  in  General  Orders,  No,  20,  January  15, 1863,  §.Q  as  to  include  Capt.  D.  Lu, 
Taylor  as  chief  signal  officer. 
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FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  January  13, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  U.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief : 

The  flag  of  truee  just  arrived  from  City  Point  reports  great  activity 
on  the  railroad  south  of  Eichmond.  Cars  were  heard  running  all  Sun 
day  night ;  whether  on  the  road  to  the  Blackwater  or  Weldon  is  not 
quite  certain.  I  have  reports  from  two  sources  of  the  arrival  of  a  heavy 
force  at  Zuni  and  of  12,000  men  near  Smithfield,  on  the  James  Eiver. 
General  Peck  is  trying  to  ascertain  the  truth. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  January  13, 1863. 

Ma>  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief : 

I  have  just  received  the  following : 

SUFFOLK,  VA.,  January  13,  1863. 

We  have  just  learned  from  reliable^  women  whose  friends  from  the  country  have 
been  in  since  Saturday  that  Pry  or  had  12,000  men,  and  that  he  was  expecting  more 
troops ;  that  they  would  have  Suffolk  anyhow.  Generally  these  reports  do  not  dis 
turb  my  attention,  but  now  it  is  proper  to  notice  them. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  January  13,  1863. 
Major-General  DLX: 

Spear  reports  Pry  or  to  have  reorossed,  strengthening  the  river  front, 
which  is  the  weakest  by  far  now.  In  all  probability  the  gunboats  would 
be  crippled  early. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  January  13,  1863. 
Major-General  PECK,  Suffolk  : 

I  understand  from  your  dispatch  that  Pryor  is  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Blackwater.  But  I  do  not  understand  what  you  mean  when  you 
say  the  gunboats  would  in  all  probability  be  crippled  early. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major -General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA*,  January  13, 1863. 
Major-General  DIX: 

I  intended  saying  that  our  water  front  is  the  weakest,  and  that  I  am 
strengthening  it,  lest  the  boats  should  be  crippled  early  in  case  of  a 
heavy  attack.  Their  machinery  is,  of  course,  exposed. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-General. 
33  R  R — VOL  xvili 
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HDQRS.  FIFTY-EIGHTH  REGIMENT,  PA.  VOLS.,  U.  S.  A., 

Camp  Batvlielder's  Station,  January  13,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

SIR:  I  Lave  the  honor  to  report  that  while  examining  in  person  yes 
terday  the  position  at  Tuscarora  Station  I  discovered  a  small  party  of 
rebel  guerrillas  in  the  neighborhood.  As  soon  as  practicable  I  sent 
one  of  my  companies  (K,  under  Lieutenant  Clay)  with  orders  to  move 
in  the  woods  to  the  rear  of  the  enemy  and  punish  them  for  their  au 
dacity.  Unfortunately  my  men  were  discovered  too  soon,  upon  which 
the  guerrillas  formed  (to  the  number  of  about  50),  but  broke  and  ran 
before  Lieutenant  Clay  could  approach  nearer  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile. 
It  being  almost  dusk,  pursuit  through  the  woods  was  impracticable. 

On  the  facts  being  reported  to  me  I  ordered  two  companies  to  be 
ready  to  move  at  2  a.  in.  .(when  the  moon  would  be  up)  and  a  third  com 
pauy  at  4  a.  m.  The  former  (Companies  B  and  I,  Captains  Metcalf 
and  Buyers)  were  directed  to  move  through  the  woods,  a  half  mile  on 
the  ilauk  of  the  railroad,  some  5  or  6  miles,  until  in  the  rear  of  the  posi 
tion  where  the  rebels  were  probably  bivouacked,  then  to  sweep  the 
woods  backwards  to  that  position.  The  other  company  (A,  Captain 
Brown)  was  directed  to  take  post  near  the  station,  so  as  to  intercept 
fugitives  seeking  the  Tuscarora  road.  The  officers  were  also  directed 
in  case  the  guerrillas  should  be  seen  anywhere  to  follow  them  rapidly 
as  far  as  Core  Creek. 

My  men  have  not  yet  returned,  but  Laving  no  guide  and  being- 
obliged  to  move  by  the  compass,  their  success  in  catching  those  per 
fectly  acquainted  with  the  country  is  doubtful. 

At  dusk  and  until  about  10  p.  m.  there  was  a  large  fire  on  the  rail 
road  at  some  miles  distance  beyond  Tuscarora  ;  whether  a  signal  or  the 
burning  of  a  culvert  I  have  no  means  as  yet  of  detecting. 

In  connection  with  my  duties  here  I  also  report  that  on  examination 
and  inquiry  I  find  the*  Trent  road  good  now  and  likely  to  continue 
practicable  for  transportation.  Also  that  I  could  post  another  infantry 
regiment  advantageously  on  that  line,  not  otily  on  account  of  the  im 
portance  of  the  line  itself  but  also  in  order  to  allow  me  gradually  to 
cover  the  country  in  my  front  and  encourage  and  protect  the  transpor 
tation  of  turpentine  to  and  within  our  lines.  With  the  same  view  I 
propose  as  soon  as  practicable  to  rebuild  the  bridge  on  the  Neuse  road, 
over  Batchelder's  Creek,  stationing  there  a  strong  infantry  picket. 

On  the  whole  I  think  a  few  days  will  suffice  to  teach  the  euwmy  that 
they  have  no  business  east  of  Core  Creek,  and  cannot  safely  venture 
across. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  EICHTEE  JONES, 
Col.  Fifty-eighth  Regiment  Pa.  Vols.,  Comdg.  Picket  Line,  &c. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )          HDQRS.  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  13.  /  New  Berne,  January  13,  1863. 

#  #  #  #  *  *  # 

XX.  General  Ferry,  commanding  division,  will  take  the  necessary 
steps  to  have  the  brigade  of  Colonel  Osborn  prepared  to  move.  The 
brigade  will  proceed  to  Beaufort,  N.  0.,  by  rail,  and  will  there  be  eiu- 
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barked.     The  baggage  and  camp  equipage  of  the  command  will  be 
taken  to  Beaufort  by  the  troops.    Twelve  hours'  notice  will  be  given 


when  the  brigade  is  to  start. 

*  *  * 


By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

[SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN,] 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG- SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Newport  News,  Va.,  January  13,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 
GENERAL  :  Under  the  condition  of  my  instructions  from  the  Navy 
Department  I  have  instructed  the  commanding  officer  of  the  guard  ves 
sel  off  Fortress  Monroe  to  give  permits  to  loyal  citizens  who  will  give  secu 
rity  not  to  go  up  the  creeks  in,  or  to  violate  the  rules  of,  this  blockade,  to 
take  up  oysters  in  Willoughby's  Bay,  Elizabeth  Eiver  below  Norfolk, 
Craney  Island  Flats,  Hampton  Bar,  and  York  Eiver  below  the  guard 
vessel.  My  instructions  necessarily  prohibit  oystering  in  Back  River, 
Nansemond  Eiver,  James  Eiver  above  Newport  News,  Western  Branch 
of  Elizabeth  Eiver,  and  all  the  creeks  in  this  blockade.  With  the  last 
boarding  returns  from  the  Mystic  is  your  permit  to  the  schooner  Frank 
lin  to  ship  oysters  from  Back  Eiver  to  Baltimore.  I  have  called  Lieu 
tenant-Commander  Arnold's  attention  to  this  as  being  in  conflict  with 
his  instructions,  and  I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  not  give  per 
mits  to  vessels  to  ship  oysters  except  within  the  limits  specified. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA., 
January  14,  1863—3.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief: 

A  transport  is  on  the  way  here  to  take  the  One  hundred  and  fifteenth 
New  York  Volunteers,  now  at  Yorktown,  to  the  Department  of  the 
South.  I  renew  the  request  for  another  regiment  in  its  place.  I  should 
like  very  much  two  or  three  regiments  more  at  Suffolk,  and  they  will  be 
indispensable  if  the  enemy  should  attack  with  a  large  force. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  CORPS, 

Yorlctown,  January  14,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix, 

Commanding  Department: 

Yesterday  I  went  to  West  Point  in  the  gunboat  Mahaska  to  recon- 
uoiter.  Some  40  or  50  rebel  cavalry  were  seen  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
PaSmnkey,  near  its  mouth.  I  took  along  a  squad  of  cavalry  and  100 
infantry  and  captured  and  brought  in  27  head  of  cattle  about  3  miles 
above  West  Point. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major-General. 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )          HDQRS.  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  14.  j  Neic  Berne,  January  14,  18C3. 

I.  The  following  rules  and  regulations  for  the  embarkation  of  the 
troops  under  marching  orders  will  be  observed,  and  commanding  officers 
of  divisions,  brigades,  and  regiments  will  see  that  the  same  are  strictly 
adhered  to. 

The  order  of  embarkation  will  be  as  follows:  First,  General  Naglee's 
division;  second,  General  Wessells7  division;  third,  General  Ferry's 
division. 

The  vessel  will  be  ordered  to  the  wharf,  and  immediately  on  her  ar 
rival  the  troops,  baggage,  and  camp  equipage  destined  for  her  will  be 
placed  on  board  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  when  the  vessel  will 
immediately  leave  the  dock  and  anchor  in  the  harbor.  The  baggage 
and  camp  equipage  of  the  regiments  will  be  placed  on  board  the  same 
vessel  with  the  troops.  The  baggage  for  the  men  will  consist  only  of 
their  tents  (shelter  tents,  if  possible),  knapsacks,  and  cooking  utensils 
(camp  kettles) ;  that  of  the  officers  of  only  one  trunk,  valise,  or  carpet 
bag  and  mess  kit ;  no  heavy  mess  chests  will  be  allowed.  The  men  will 
be  provided  with  three  days7  cooked  rations,  in  haversacks,  and  40 
rounds  of  ammunition,  in  cartridge-boxes,  before  leaving  New  Berne ; 
40  rounds  of  additional  ammunition  for  each  man,  in  boxes,  will  also  be 
placed  on  the  vessel. 

After  embarkation  the  inclosed  extracts  from  the  Army  Regulations 
will  be  strictly  enforced,  and  in  addition  a  guard  must  be  placed  over 
the  fresh  water,  so  that  it  may  only  be  used  for  cooking  (by  order  of  the 
proper  authority)  and  for  drinking.  Officers  and  men  must  alike  use 
salt  water  for  washing  purposes.  Signal  officers  will  be  sent  to  each 
division  and  brigade  headquarters.  The  flag  designating  the  headquar 
ters  of  the  commanding  general  will  be  a  white  castle  on  a  blue  ground. 

The  Union -jack  at  foremast,  with  the  corps  flag  underneath  (or  divis 
ion  or  brigade  flag  underneath,  in  case  of  division  or  brigade  signals), 
shall  be  the  signal  for  weighing  anchor  and  starting  in  the  following 
order:  General  Naglee's  division,  General  Wessells'  division,  General 
Ferry's  division. 

Steamers  will  tow  such  sailing  vessels  as  may  be  designated  by  the 
quartermaster.  The  signal  for  anchoring  will  be  the  American  flag  at 
the  fore;  if  in  a  fog,  two  whistles  from  the  flag-ship,  repeated  at  inter 
vals  of  one  minute  each.  This  signal  will  be  repeated  by  the  flag-ships 
of  each  division  and  brigade.  At  this  signal  the  vessels  will  near  each 
other  and  anchor  in  line. 

In  case  stranding  or  any  other  case  of  distress  the  signal  will  be  the 
American  flag,  Union  down ;  at  this  signal  the  light-draught  boats  and 
tugs  will  be  at  once  sent  to  the  aid  of  the  vessel  in  distress. 

As  far  as  practicable  the  vessels  will  keep  together,  but  if  separated 
will  obey  their  sealed  orders. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

[SOUTHA.RD  HOFFMAN,] 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


SUFFOLK,  January  15, 1868. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Nearly  every  person  at  the  North,  including  officers,  except  at  Army 
headquarters,  rates  us  at  from  twice  to  thrice  our  present  numbers,  and 
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expects  results  proportionally.  The  detachment  of  Corcoran's  will  be 
ready  to  leave  when  required.  It  has  been  in  one  of  the  forts.  What 
do  you  think  of  the  map  I  sent  you  $ 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

FORT  MONROE,  YA.,  January  15,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK,  General-in-Chief: 
I  have  just  received  the  following  from  Suffolk: 

A  large  force  of  the  enemy  left  Carrsville  during  the  day.  They  reported  they  were 
to  be  joined  by  other  troops.  The  people  there  said  they  were  going  to  Suffolk.  Have 
sent  out  to  ascertain  their  movements.  A  deserter  from  Weld  on  has  just  arrived. 
He  left  Monday  morning;  says  several  thousand  infantry  passed  through  on  three 
days  of  last  week  for  Franklin. 

Also  from  Yorktown : 

I  send  the  following  telegram,  just  received  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lewis :  "Can 
I  have  another  regiment  of  infantry  at  once  ?  If  I  can,  I  will  hold  Fort  Magruder 
against  odds ;  if  not,  I  must  continue  to  hold  it  as  an  outpost  as  long  as  I  can." 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major- General. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

FORT  MONROE,  January  15, 18G3. 
Major- General  KEYES,  TorJctown: 

I  have  nothing  to  give  you.  You  must  do  the  best  you  can.  If  your 
force  is  not  sufficient  to  hold  Fort  Magruder  it  should  be  abandoned 
when  the  proper  time  comes.  I  am  ordered  to  send  one  of  your  regi 
ments  away,  but  shall  retain  it  till  another  comes. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Yorlctown,  Va.,  January  15,  1863. 
Major-General  DIX, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia: 

SIR  :  The  news  contained  in  the  telegram  which  I  forwarded  you  to 
day  is  in  exact  accordance  with  the  opinion  expressed  in  my  last  letter 
to  you,  that  the  rebels  would  shortly  attack  Williamsborg  and  the 
camp  of  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  4  miles  below  that  town. 

My  present  command  of  conscript  regiments  of  infantry,  mostly 
armed  with  flint-lock  muskets  altered  to  percussion,  will  not  allow  me 
to  endeavor  to  resist  a  strong  force  at  Fort  Magruder.  I  must  there 
fore  regard  that  and  all  the  positions  held  by  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry  as  outposts  to  be  given  up  on  the  approach  of  a  large  mass  ot 
the  enemy.  If  I  had  another  full  regiment  of  infantry  I  could  hold 
that  line  (of  Fort  Magruder)  long  enough  to  inflict  much  greater  dam 
age  on  the  enemy  than  enough  to  balance  the  advantages  they  would 
gain,  if  successful;  but  I  cannot  do  so  now.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  an 
other  regiment  will  be  sent  me  if  possible. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major-  General. 
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HDQRS.  DEFT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Via.,  January  15,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 

GENERAL  :  I  send  my  aide-de-camp,  Major  Dix,  to  you,  to  advise  you 
that  20,000  sand-bags  and  2,000  shovels  and  spades  have  been  ordered 
to  you  from  New  York.  Maj  or- General  Halleck  advises  me  that  there 
is  no  company  of  Sappers  and  Miners  which  you  can  have.  Everything 
has  been  sent  to  you  except  a  few  ambulances.  I  trust  the  steamer 
Convoy  has  arrived.  It  is  the  only  one  that  has  come  here  suitable  to 
the  service.  From  her  light  draught  and  great  capacity  I  trust  you  will 
find  her  just  what  you  want.  If  anything  more  is  required  I  shall  be 
happy  to  forward  it. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  your  success,  I  am,  respectfully,  your  obe 
dient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  )         HDQRS.  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  22.  j  New  Berne,  January  15,  1863. 

The  commanding  general  learns  with  deep  regret  of  the  insubordi 
nate  conduct  of  the  Ninety-sixth  New  York  Volunteers  on  the  night 
of  the  13th  instant.  It  is  the  duty  of  commanding  officers  to  use  every 
effort  to  promote  the  comfort  of  the  troops,  their  prompt  payment,  &c. 
This  has  been  done.  The  commanding  general  has  asked  for,  arid  is  in 
hourly  expectation  of  receiving,  funds  to  pay  those  who  have  not  been 
paid  for  a  long  time.  The  course  of  the  soldier,  if  any  neglect  is  shown 
in  his  case,  is  to  make  a  respectful  petition  or  remonstrance  on  the 
matter,  but  to  obey.  The  recent  acts  of  the  Ninety-sixth  were  muti 
nous,  and  such  as  all  good  soldiers  should  be  ashamed  to  have  shared 
in.  The  only  effect  can  be  to  lay  the  men  open  to  trial  for  mutiny  and 
consequent  punishment,  aud  cannot  hasten,  certainly,  their  desires. 
The  duty  of  a  regimental  officer  is  to  use  his  efforts  to  put  down  any 
attempt  at  insubordination,  mildly  if  he  can,  by  force  and  arms  if  he 
must.  The  officers  of  the  Ninety-sixth  and  those  regiments  to  which 
the  mutineers  went  lamentably  failed  in  their  duties  as  commanders, 
or  the  breach  of  discipline  referred  to  would  have  been  promptly  pun 
ished. 

The  commanding  general  hopes  that  no  officer  or  soldier  will  again 
so  fail  in  his  duty.  Another  offense  will  surely  meet  its  punishment. 

By  command  of  Maj  or- General  Foster: 

[SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN,] 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA., 
January  16,  1863—7.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief  U.  8.  Army: 

Colonel  Ludlow  just  returned  from  City  Point.  He  learned  that  six 
regiments  were  sent  from  Petersburg  to  the  Blackwater  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday  last.  General  Pryor  is  7  miles  this  side,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  he  has  been  strongly  re-enforced. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 
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HDQES.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  January  16,  1863. 
Actg.  Bear-Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  : 
ADMIRAL  :  There  are  indications  of  activity  on  the  part  of  the  en 
emy  above  Yorktown  and  also  on  the  Blackw-ater.  General  Pryor  has 
crossed  the  river  and  is  7  miles  on  this  side.  I  am  so  weakened  by  re- 
enforcing  General  Foster  in  North  Carolina  that  I  can  only  act  on  the 
defensive.  There  are  rumors  in  Norfolk  of  a  raid  from  the  direction  of 
the  Dismal  Swamp,  and  General  Peck  telegraphs  me  this  evening  that 
our  pickets  have  been  fired  on  between  Suffolk  and  Deep  Creek.  Gen 
eral  Viele  is  very  anxious  to  have  a  small  gunboat,  or,  as  he  says,  "an 
additional  small  gunboat  sent  up  to  remain  near  the  draw-bridge,"  that 
he  may  look  after  the  threatened  raid  in  other  directions.  You  will 
oblige  me  if  you  can  comply  with  his  request.  The  secessionists  in 
Norfolk  have  been  in  high  spirits  for  several  days,  and  we  hear  in  many 
quarters  that  some  movement  against  us  is  intended. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Newport  News,  January  16,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  DIX: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  sent  another  gunboat  to  Norfolk  and  have  no  ad 
ditional  gunboat  to  spare  for  that  or  any  other  purpose. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  &c. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  January  16,  1863. 
Major-General  DIX,  Fort  Monroe  : 

A  severe  storm  of  wind  and  rain  has  continued  from  last  night  and 
little  can  be  done  of  any  variety  of  work.  Parties  of  cavalry  are  out  on 
all  the  avenues  of  approach.  Nothing  has  been  reported  since  my  last 
telegram.  General  Viele  advised  of  rumors  prevailing  there  of  raids 
upon  the  railway  and  I  sent  out  a  party  on  the*  track  last  night. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major -General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  January  16,  1863. 
Major-General  DIX,  Fort  Monroe  : 

The  guerrillas  attacked  the  pickets  about  4.30  p.  in.,  wounding  2. 
They  were  driven  some  miles  and  dispersed.  I  do  not  think  they  will 
repeat  tke  experiment.  Doubtless  they  acted  under  instructions  from 
Pryor.  Pryor  moved  away  and  we  do  not  know  his  position  ;  supposed 
to  be  near  Holy  Neck  Church.  We  captured  two  of  his  men,  of  the 
Fiftieth  Virginia.  He  has  several  old  regiments  from  Northwestern 


Virginia. 


JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 
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FORT  MONROE,  January  16,  18C3. 
Major-General  PECK,  Suffolk  : 

It  seems  difficult  to  believe  that  tliere  are  between  you  and  Deep 
Creek  any  except  guerrillas  belonging  to  the  counties  of  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina  to  the  east  and  south  of  you.  If  you  think  otherwise  it 
is  important  to  ascertain.  There  is  no  doubt  a  very  bad  feeling  in  that 
direction  growing  out  of  the  trouble  at  Elizabeth  City,  where,  I  am  told, 
the  officer  in  command  of  the  North  Carolina  native  troops  has  armed 
200  negroes. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


SUFFOLK,  YA.,  January  16, 1863. 
Major  General  DIX: 

Mr.  Nash,  Federal  surveyor  from  -Norfolk  County,,  represents  that  a 
force  of  20,000  or  25,000  is  on  the  Blackwater;  that  3,000  of  Stuart's 
cavalry  will  make  a  raid  through  the  swamp  and  attack  Portsmouth 
and  Norfolk.  He  says  his  information  is  from  a  reliable  source.  He 
stated  that  he  had  communicated  this  matter  to  General  Viele.  Who 
is  Mr.  Nash  f  I  give  it  as  it  comes  to  me, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major -General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  January  17,  1863. 
Major- General  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  J9.  C.: 

GENERAL  :  I  regret  to  say  I  have  not  been  able  to  embark  as  soon 
as  I  expected,  owing  to  the  non-arrival  of  siege  ammunition  and  water, 
but  am  now  embarking,  and  I  will  continue  until  I  am  all  ready  and  then 
start  at  once. 

I  shall  leave  everything  in  safe  condition  here  under  General  Prince, 
with  at  least  12,000  infantry,  artillery,  and  cavalry.  I  consider  this 
ample,  for  a  short  time  at  least. 

I  consider  it  necessary  that  I  should  go  with  the  force  going,  as  many 
of  the  troops  are  old  men  with  me,  and  iny  experience  in  disembarking, 
&c.,  is  extensive,  so  I  can  see  them  disembarked  safely.  I  shall  com 
municate  the  result  of  this  as  soon  as  possible. 

If  it  is  found  that  the  work  is  heavier  than  I  now  anticipate  I  shall 
leave  my  troops  sale  and  return  at  once  to  Hampton  Roads  for  re-en 
forcements.  I  do  not  think  it  safe  to  leave  less  than  12,000  men  in  this 
department  at  present. 

I  am,  however,  confident  of  success,  and  shall  do  everything  in  my 
power  to  insure  an  early  and  satisfactory  result. 

The  amount  of  solid  shot  for  the  siege  guns  arrived  up  to  this  time 
is  not  sufficient,  and  I  have  written  to  General  Bipley  on  this  subject, 
urging  him  to  hurry  it  forward. 

I  remain,  general,  ve~ry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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FORT  MONROE,  January  17,  1863. 
Major-General  PECK,  Suffolk  : 

Mr.  Nash  is  a  very  good  man.  Ascertain,  if  you  can,  specifically  what 
his  reliable  information  was,  from  whom  derived,  &c. 

Colonel  Ludlow  returned  last  night  from  City  Point.  Eeports  that 
six  regiments  went  from  Petersburg  to  the  Blackwater  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday.  Can  it  be  possible  that  Pryor  is  trying  to  get  around  by  way 
of  the  Dismal  Swamp  to  cut  off  your  connection  with  Norfolk  ?  It  would 
be  a  very  dangerous  experiment  for  him. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

SUFFOLK,  VA.,  January  17,  1863. 
Major-General  DIX,  Fort  Monroe : 

Your  telegram  relating  to  six  regiments  leaving  for  Blackwater  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday  is  noticed.  Deserters  say  that  several  regiments 
passed  from  Weldon  to  Franklin  last  week.  If  so,  they  must  be  very 
strong  there.  Most  likely  the  10,000  you  advised  of  with  teams  would 
be  incorporated  for  a  grand  advance.  Their  extraordinary  exertions  for 
subsistence  and  forage  induces  the  belief  of  additions.  Mr.  Nash  left 
before  your  telegram  arrived.  I  wish  you  could  see  him. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 

Fort  MONROE,  January  17, 1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  STANTON,  Secretary  of  War : 

I  have  just  received  the  following : 

SUFFOLK,  January  17,  1863. 

There  is  a  great  and  increasing  discontent  in  the  regiments  that  have  not  been  paid 
for  several  months,  in  consequence  of  the  suiferings  of  families.  Unless  steps  are 
taken  to  remove  the  cause  of  complaint  I  fear  the  spirit  and  usefulness  of  the  troops 
will  be  materially  impaired.  Will  you  please  communicate  this  to  the  Hon.  Secretary 
of  War? 

JOHN  J.  PECK. 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

FORT  MONROE,  January  18,  1853. 
Major-General  PECK,  Suffolk: 

Do  you  know  where  Pryor  is  f  Have  you  any  reliable  intelligence 
from  the  enemy,  either  as  to  his  force  or  his  movements  ? 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

SUFFOLK,  YA.,  January  18, 1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

It  is  my  impression  that  Pryor  recrossed  Blackwater  during  the  late 
storm,  which  was  very  severe.  Patrols  report  nothing  of  his  moves 
this  morning.  Eeports  are  contradictory  and  not  as  satisfactory  as  is 
desirable.  Parties  are  watching  the  avenues  leading  toward  Edeutou 
and  the  Swamp. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 
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UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Newport  News,  Va.,  January  19,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 
GENERAL  :  I  respectfully  refer  to  you  the  inclosed  extracts  from  a 
report  from  Lieutenant  Flusser,  commanding  United  States  steamer 
Commodore  Perry,  dated  at  Winfield,  Chowan  River,  January  5, 1863,* 
and  relating  to  an  extensive  illicit  trade  carried  on  between  Norfolk  and 
Richmond.    This  mischievous  trade  ought  to  be  discontinued. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  January  19,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  D.  KEYES,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  at  Yorlitoicn : 

GENERAL  :  It  gave  much  pleasure  to  receive  yours  of  the  14th  and 
to  learn  from  it  that  you  appreciate  Commander  Parker's  character  for 
caution  and  enterprise — qualities  so  valuable  and  possessed  by  him  in 
such  degree  as  to  claim  my  confidence  in  what  he  may  attempt  in  an 
emergency  and  there  is  not  time  to  confer  previously  with  me.  He  is 
there  to  co-operate  with  you  in  measures  for  the  advancement  of  the 
public  interest,  and  in  this  regard  needs  no  new  instructions  from  me. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

8.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  January  19, 1863. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe  : 

Our  parties  have  been  over  all  the  roads  and  report  no  force  in  their 
routes.  Their  pickets  were  found  at  Windsor  and  Carrsville  yesterday. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  January  19,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Qeneral-in-  Chief  : 

1  send  a  letter  from  General  Foster.  I  sent  Major  Dix,  one  of  my 
aides,  two  days  ago  with  latest  intelligence.  A  dispatch  goes  to  Gen 
eral  Ripley.  Everything  here  for  General  Foster  has  been  sent : 

GENERAL:  I  have  been  much  delayed  in  the  preparations  of  my  transports, and 
therefore  have  not  got  off  as  soon  as  I  expected.  The  solid-shot  ammunition  for  the 
siege  guns  has  not  yet  arrived  in  sufficient  quantity,  neither  have  any  of  the  water- 
schooners  which  were  to  be  sent  from  Baltimore  with  the  Dispatch.  However,  I  am 
doing  the  best  that  I  can  and  am  embarking  at  Beaufort.  The  embarkation  will 
occupy  three  or  four  days,  and  then  I  shall  sail. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-  General. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

*  Not  found. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS,  )        HDQRS.  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  26.  j  New  Berne,  January  19,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  Francis  Darr  is  hereby  announced  as  chief  commissary  of 
subsistence  on  the  commanding-general's  staff,  and  will  be  obeyed  and 
respected  accordingly. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

SOUTHARD.  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  January  20,  1863. 
Actg.  Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron: 

ADMIRAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  yesterday  with  an  extract  from  a  report  from  Lieutenant-Commander 
Flusser  in  regard  to  an  illicit  trade  carried  on  between  Norfolk  and 
Richmond.  I  shall  refer  it  to  General  Viele,  and  take  prompt  measures 
with  a  view  to  the  detection  of  the  parties  engaged  in  this  traffic.  Will 
you  please  direct  Lieutenant-Commander  Flusser  to  report  the  nature 
of  the  goods  destroyed  and  the  names  of  the  persons  who  were  engaged 
in  smuggling  them  within  the  Confederate  lines  I  If  he  will  hereafter 
take  into  custody  and  deliver  to  the  officer  in  command  at  Boaiioke 
Island  any  parties  engaged  in  illicit  trade,  that  they  may  be  sent  to 
me,  I  will  see  that  they  are  punished  ;  or  if  he  will  advise  you  of  any 
such  arrests  I  will  send  for  the  parties  wherever  they  may  be.  The 
most  rigid  rules  have  been  adopted  at  Norfolk  in  regard  to  goods  per 
mitted  to  leave  the  city.  Not  a  sack  of  salt  is  allowed  to  go  out  with 
out  a  permit,  and  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  it  is  given  is  regis 
tered.  The  same  rule  is  enforced  in  regard  to  all  other  articles.  In 
one  case  $3,000  worth  of  goods  were  allowed  to  be  taken  into  Princess 
Anne  County  for  sale.  The  person  to  whom  the  permit  was  given,  in 
violation  of  his  engagement,  took  them  to  North  Carolina.  We  fol 
lowed  him  and  captured  him  and  the  property  a  few  miles  from  the 
point  on  the  Chowan  from  which  Lieutenant-Commander  Flusser  writes. 
He  is  now  in  Fort  Norfolk,  where  I  shall  keep  him,  and  the  property 
will  be  sold  at  auction  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  to  prevent  illicit  traffic ;  but  in  view  of 
the  lawlessness  of  a  large  number  of  the  parties  engaged  in  trade  in 
Norfolk — all  of  whom,  by  the  by,  have  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance — 
I  decided  two  days  ago  to  grant  no  more  permits  to  take  goods  there  at 
present,  excepting  for  the  use  of  the  troops. 

I  an>,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DLX, 

Major- General. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Newport  News,  January  20,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix, 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe : 

GENERAL  :  I  respectfully  submit  for  your  further  information  regard 
ing  the  traffic  between  Norfolk  and  Richmond  a  copy  of  the  report  to 
me  from  Lieutenant  Fliisser,  commanding  United  States  steamer  Com- 
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mod  ore  Perry,  dated  Elizabeth  City,  January  13,  and  an  extract  from 
another  report  of  his  of  the  same  date  respecting  further  trade  from 
Norfolk. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Eear- Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


SUFFOLK,  YA.,  January  20, 1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Major  Stratton  made  a  fine  reconnaissance  toward  Blackwater.  At 
Carrsville  he  found  a  picket  of  9  men,  capturing  2  of  them.  Thinks 
the  enemy's  main  force  on  the  other  side.  Prisoners  are  on  the  way 
in.  A  good  deal  of  signaling  on  the  Somerton.  Shall  have  that  quar 
ter  examined  very  closely  to-morrow.  Pickets  of  some  strength  found 
at  Windsor. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major -General. 

HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  January  20,  18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Oeneral-in-  Chief  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

GENERAL  :  The  transports  from  this  place  have  all  left,  but  are  de 
layed  by  the  low  water  on  the  Swash,  at  Hatteras. 

NagleVs  division  is  embarked  at  Beaufort.  The  other  divisions  will 
embark  as  soon  as  their  transports  reach  Beaufort.  I  shall  sail  as  soon 
as  all  are  on  board,  probably  by  Friday  or  Saturday.  I  have  just  re 
ceived  information  from  a  spy,  who  has  been  within  the  enemy's  lines 
and  conversed  with  their  soldiers,  to  the  effect  that  the  rebel  force  in 
this  State  has  been  largely  increased  from -the  army  in  Virginia;  that 
Wilmington  has  been  re-enforced  ;  that  the  main  body  intended  to  be 
thrown  by  railroad  either  to  Weldon  or  Wilmington  is  at  Goldsbor- 
ough,  and  that  Weldoii  is  not  strongly  guarded,  the  rebels  relying  on 
the  force  in  fronton  the  Blackwater,  under  Pry  or,  and  on  the  proximity 
of  the  reserve  at  Goldsborough. 

The  rebels  report  their  force  in  the  State  to  be  200,000,  which  is 
manifestly  grossly  exaggerated.  The  rebel  soldiejs  reported  to  the  spy 
that  75,000  men  were  at  Goldsborough.  I  think  this  also  is  exagger 
ated  ;  that  there  may  be  75,000  men  all  told  in  the  State  is  probable, 
since  they  could  venture  to  withdraw  even  more  than  that  number  from 
the  Army  of  Virginia,  in  consequence  of  the  presumed  inactivity  of  our 
army  on  the  Rappahanuock.  They  have  full  information  of  the  condi 
tion  of  the  army  on  the  Rappahannock  from  our  own  newspapers,  and 
are  much  cheered  by  the  reports  and  evidently  do  not  fear  any  move 
ments  from  that  quarter. 

Colonel  Amory's  brigade  is  now  out  on  a  strong  reconnaissance  on 
the  south  bank  of  the  Trent  River.  This  advance  was  impeded  by 
felled  trees  and  burnt  bridges.  The  rebels  burnt  all  the  bridges  over 
the  Trent  River  and  all  over  the  creeks  on  the  south  route  from  Tren 
ton  to  Jacksonville  (or  Ouslow).  The  cavalry  (Third  New  York)  are 
sweeping  all  the  country  between  the  White  Oak  and  New  Rivers, 
hoping  to  capture  some  of  the  rebel  cavalry. 

Contrabands  report  that  the  enemy  fell  back  from  Onslow  on  the  18th 
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in  the  direction  of  Wilmington.  The  destruction  of  bridges  and  ob 
struction  of  roads  indicates  an  apprehension  of  our  forces  being  on  the 
advance,  in  that  direction. 

I  shall  take  every  precaution  in  my  power  to  leave  everything  safe  at 
this  place  and  shall  spare  no  efforts  to  make  the  expedition  a  perfect 
success.  I  think  I  can  assure  you  that  there  will  be  no  failure  if  you 
will  give  me  further  re- enforcements  in  case  I  find,  them  indispensable. 

I  am  not  apprehensive  about  the  reported  concentration  of  forces  at 
Goldsborough,  for  I  hardly  think  that  the  rebels  will  venture  on  an 
attack  while  their  own  towns  are  in  danger,  and  certainly  not  if  any 
signs  of  movement  are  made  by  the  Army  of  the  Eappahannock. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

New  Berne,  January  20,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER,  Commanding,  &c. : 

GENERAL:  I  am  informed  by  several  gentlemen,  residents  of  Eliza 
beth  City,  that  there  are  in  that  town  about  250  negroes  armed  and  daily 
drilled  by  officers  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  I  also  learn  that 
Captain  Sanders  is  in  command. 

If  the  President  commands  this,  officers  of  the  Army  are  expected  to 
obey. 

In  his  proclamation  "that  such  persons  (slaves)  of  suitable  condition 
will  be  received  into  the  armed  service  of  the  -United  States,  to  garrison 
forte,  positions,  stations,  and  other  places,  and  to  man  vessels  of  all 
sorts  in  said  service,'7  he  has  not  ordered,  as  far  as  I  can  hear,  that 
every  subordinate  officer  at  every  post  can  receive  negroes  into  the 
service  without  some  regulations  from  headquarters. 

Is  every  provost-marshal  or  captain  to  judge  of  the  "suitable  condi 
tion"  of  the  negroes? 

Are  no  instructions  to  be  given  that  they  are  not  to  be  sent  out  into 
the  field  or  allowed  to  go  on  foraging  excursions,  committing  pillage 
and  robbery  at  discretion? 

My  attention  has  been  called  already  to  several  instances  of  this  kind. 
I  have  promised  to  and  do  invoke  your  assistance  to  prevent  if  possible 
the  most  deplorable  calamities  that  will  fall  upon  our  loyal  citizens  and 
upon  the  negroes  if  superior  discretion  and  experience  do  not  now  con 
trol  them. 

T  most  earnestly  solicit  your  attention  to  this  matter,  and  that  I  may 
be  authorized  to  inform  our  loyal  fellow-citizens  that  no  inexperienced 
subordinate  shall  without  your  sanction,  and  until  proper  restraints 
are  provided,  incur  the  danger  of  a  servile  war. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

ED.  STANLY, 
Military  Governor. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

Neiv  Berne,  January  20,  1863. 
Major-General  FOSTER,  Commanding,  <&c. : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  just  received  a  letter  fiom  Eden  ton  of  date  the  6th 
instant  informing  me  that  a  band  of  negroes  and  soldiers,  armed,  visited 
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the  premises  of  a  Mrs.  Page,  of  that  town,  and  carried  away  several 
negroes  and  a  parcel  of  bedding  and  other  furniture ;  that  they  were 
very  insolent  in  their  conduct  and  threatened  to  have  the  town  shelled 
if  they  were  interfered  with. 

My  correspondent  says  that  they  came,  as  he  heard,  from  on  board 
the  Ocean  Wave. 

A  negro  man,  formerly  living  on  the  plantation  of  the  venerable  James 
C.  Johnston,  named  Matthew  was  the  person  commanding  the  party. 
This  negro  is  one  of  desperate  character. 

The  citizens  of  Edenton  beg  your  protection  from  outrages  of  this 
kind.  They  desire  to  know  whether  it  can  be  afforded  them,  or  must 
they  take  redress  into  their  own  hands  7 

I  have  written  and  informed  my  correspondent,  a  gentleman  of  the 
highest  character,  that  I  would  call  your  attention  to  this  case  and  have 
no  doubt  you  will,  as  heretofore,  take  effectual  steps  to  protect  peace 
able  citizens  and  punish  such  outrages. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

ED.  STANLY, 

Military  Governor . 


[Addenda.] 

W.  W.  Tuttle,  captain  Ocean  Wave;  lauded  at  Eden  tori  on  or  about 
the  (>th,  with  written  orders  from  Captain  Slaght  to  do  so  (order  ap 
pended).  Arrived  there  about  8  o'clock;  gave  the  steward  permission  to 
go  ashore  for  his  wife  and  children ;  allowed  others  to  go  with  Mm ; 
can't  say  positively  who  went  ashore;  believe  Lieutenant  Briggs7  serv 
ant  and  Matthew,  a  deck-hand,  went  with  him ;  do  not  know  who  be 
sides.  They  were  gone  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  so  the  pilot 
says.  I  didn't  notice  what  they  brought  back,  but  believed  they  brought 
a  couple  of  beds  and  the  wife  and  three  children  of  the  steward.  Could 
not  have  brought  much  of  anything  more  on  account  of  the  size  of  the 
boat.  Steward  reported  that  they  threatened  to  shoot  him  ashore. 

Alexander  Collins,  steward  of  the  Ocean  Wave,  on  the  above-men 
tioned  expedition;  now  lives  in  the  house  of  Major  Folson,  paymaster, 
with  his  wife  and  three  children ;  took  these  from  Edenton ;  also  a 
feather  bed  and  straw  mattress,  one  skillet,  and  such  wearing  apparel 
as  could  be  collected ;  four  plates,  three  cups,  and  four  saucers,  one 
large  dish,  all  belonging  to  his  wife.  Four  of  us  went  ashore,  myself, 
Matthew  (deck  hand  on  the  Ocean  Wave),  a  soldier,  and  another  col 
ored  man  whose  name  1  do  no  know.  Went  ashore  just  after  sunrise. 
Went  to  Mrs.  Page's;  found  my  wife  asleep;  waked  her  up;  told  her  I 
had  come  for  her  and  her  children  by  Captain  Slaght's  order;  took  her 
aboard.  Went  ashore  a  second  time  and  met  Mr.  Korcom,  the  mayor  of 
the  town,  who  said  if  I  had  gone  in  his  yard  he  would  have  shot  me. 
Eeplied  that  I  had  not  gone  in  his  yard,  but  in  Mrs.  Page's,  to  get  my 
wife  and  children,  by  Captain  Slaght's  order.  He  said  Captain  Slaght 
had  no  right  to  give  an  order  of  the  kind — that  General  Foster  was  the 
only  person  who  could  give  such  an  order.  We  were  afraid  to  land 
again,  and  left  behind  our  bedsteads,  potware,  wash-tubs,  &c.  Made 
no  threats  of  any  kind,  and  heard  none  made  by  any  one.  What  I 
brought  to  town  is  in  Major  Folsom's  kitchen. 

Matthew  (colored);  deck-hand  on  the  Ocean  Wave  since  August  11; 
formerly  belonged  to  Mr.  Johnston;  went  ashore  with  the  steward  and 
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two  others;  remained  with  the  boat  while  the  steward  went  for  his  wile 
and  children;  helped  him  put  his  family,  &e.,  on  board  the  Ocean  Wave. 
Made  no  threats  myself  and  heard  none  except  from  the  mayor,  Mr. 
Norcotn ;  am  still  deck-hand  on  the  Ocean.  Wave. 

[Inclosure.] 

JANUARY  5, 1863. 
Captain  TUTTLE: 

You  may  stop  at  Edenton  and  bring  the  steward's  family  to  New 
Berne. 

JAMES  C.  SLAGHT. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  BRIGL,  FIRST  Div.,  EIGHTEENTH  A.  C., 

New  Berne,  N*  C.,  January  21,  1803. 
Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

A.  A.  G.,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  Neiv  Berne,  N.  C.: 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  accordance  with  o'rders 
received  from  the  general  commanding  I  marched  with  three  regiments 
of  my  brigade  and  a  battery  under  Captain  Eansom,  Twenty-third  New 
York  Independent  Artillery,  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  instant  for 
Pollocksville,  reaching  that  place  the  same  evening,  after  rebuilding 
the  bridge  over  Mill  Creek,  which  had  been  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 

The  road  leading  from  Pollocksville  to  Trenton  we  found  blockaded 
•with  felled  trees  at  Pollocksville  for  some  500  yards.  This  was  speedily 
cut  away  by  Mr.  Wilson,  chief  of  the  civil  pioneer  corps. 

The  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  under  Colonel  Mix,  remained  with  my 
command  at  Pollocksville  and  preceded  it  next  morning  to  Trenton, 
previous  to  which  movement  we  effectually  destroyed  the  bridge  over 
the  Trent  at  Pollocksville.  Leaving  at  this  place  five  companies  of  the 
Fifty-first  Massachusetts,  with  the  remainder  of  my  command  and  the 
cavalry  I  occupied  Trenton  on  the  night  of  the  18th,,  burning  the  bridge 
over  Trent  Eiver  at  this  place  and  also  the  mill  and  all  the  timber  and 
planks  available  for  its  speedy  reconstruction.  Colonel  Mix,  with  his 
regiment,  proceeded  to  the  bridge  5  miles  above  for  the  purpose  of  de 
stroying  it,  but  found  the  bridge  already  on  fire,  the  enemy  having  an 
ticipated  us  after  crossing  on  the  road  to  Kinston.  On  his  return 
Colonel  Mix  reported  the  route  to  Onslow  via  Comfort  heavily  block 
aded  with  felled  trees;  so  abandoning  that  route  proceeded  directly  to 
Young's  Cross-Eoads,  which  place  as  well  as  Pollocksville  1  also  occu 
pied  with  my  infantry,  remaining  at  the  former  place  with  the  larger 
part  of  my  infantry  and  all  the  artillery  during  the  day  and  the  night 
following  the  20th  instant,  while  Colonel  Mix  proceeded  to  scout  the 
road  to  Onslow.  Colonel  Mix's  own  report  will  doubtless  detail  the  re 
sult  of  this  scout.  I  returned  with' my  command  to  this  place  on  the 
21st  instant.  Our  advance  on  the  southern  route  in  force  seems  to  have 
been  anticipated  by  the  enemy.  The  plantations  were  generally  de 
serted  and  frequent  obstructions  placed  in  the  roads,  bridges  de 
stroyed,  &c. 

The  energy,  activity,  and  general  efficiency  of  Mr.  Wilson  deserve 
especial  mention.  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
general  commanding  to  the  valuable  assistance  he  afforded  us  during 
the  entire  march. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

THOS.  J.  C.  AMOEY, 
Colonel  Seventeenth  Mass.  Vols.,  Acting  Brigadier- General. 
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SUFFOLK,  VA.,  January  21,  1803. 
Major- General  Dix: 

The  prisoners  say  that  large  additions  have  been  made  to  the  force  on 
Blackwater — several  new  Virginia  regiments  and  some  Louisiana  and 
Tennessee;  that  the  force  is  larger  than  ever  before;  a  camp  of  five 
regiments  at  Jerusalem.  It  accords  with  the  general  tenor  of  reports 
from  prisoners,  deserters,  &c. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  January  22,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

It  has  seemed  to  me  that  the  Confederates  have  thrown  some  extra 
force  on  the  Blackwater,  with  a  view  of  holding  as  much  force  here  as 
possible  and  then  of  sending  it  to  North  Carolina,  if  called  for.  I  cannot 
belieye  that  they  will  at  this  wet  season  undertake  a  movement  by  way 
of  South  Mills  on  Portsmouth.  Pryor's  command  has  been  somewhat 
increased  and  materially  improved  by  exchanges  of  his  new  regiments 
for  old  ones.  This  may  explain  the  departure  from  Petersburg  of  the 
troops  reported  by  Colonel  Ludlow,  and  also  a  statement  of  one  of  the 
deserters  from  Weldon  that  troops  were  passing  both  ways  on  the 
Seaboard  road.  Having  these  views  I  have  not  asked  for  any  troops, 
reserving  that  action  until  something  positive  reaches  me,  but  all  the 
time  adding  to  the  strength  of  the  position. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major -General. 


SUFFOLK,  January  23,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Major  Stratton  with  a  suitable  force  will  leave  in  the  morning,  unless 
very  stormy,  to  make  a  thorough  examination  of  the  Dismal  Swamp, 
passing  in  at  Deep  Creek  and  going  out  at  South  Mills.  He  will  be 
four  or  five  days,  and  will  procure  information. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  January  24,  18G3. 
Major-General  Dix: 

About  Monday  I  propose  sending  some  4,000  or  5,000  to  Blackwater, 
under  Corcoran  or  Foster,  if  weather  favors.  It  leaves  this  place  very 
weak,  but  I  want  to  feel  of  them  in  some  manner. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA., 

January  26,  1863 — 9  a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK,  General-in-Chief : 

One  of  my  aides  returned  late  last  night  from  General  Foster.  He 
was  detained  on  his  way  back  by  violent  gales.  Left  New  Berne  on 
the  20th.  Naglee's  brigade  was  embarked  at  Beaufort ;  other  divisions, 
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awaiting  transports  expected  to  move  on  the  23d  or  24th.  Kebels  in 
North  Carolina  had  been  largely  re-enforced  from  the  army  in  Virginia, 
and  Wilmington  has  been  re-enforced.  Main  body  of  the  enemy  was  at 
Goldsborough.  Weldoii  was  not  strongly  guarded,  the  rebels  relying 
oil  Pryor's  force  on  the  Blackwater  to  protect  that  point.  General 
Foster  thinks  there  may  be  75,000  rebel  troops  in  North  Carolina.  This 
is  the  substance  of  a  dispatch  from  him,  which  will  go  to  you  by  this 
evening's  mail. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  a  portion  of  the  force  on  the  Blackwater 
ten  days  ago  has  been  sent  to  Goldsborough  by  way  of  Weldon. 

Some  4,000  or  5,000  men  will  be  sent  to-day  from  Suffolk  to  the  Black- 
water  to  reconnoiter,  and  ascertain,  if  possible,  what  force  Pryor  has. 
The  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  New  York  has  been  sent  to  the  Depart 
ment  of  the  South  from  Yorktown. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  YA.,  January  27,  1863. 
Maj  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief: 

The  Eichmond  Inquirer  of  this  morning  has  the  following : 

GOLD6BOROUGH,  N.  C.,  January  25,  1863. 

A  respectable  refugee,  just  arrived  from  Beaufort,  reports  the  Abolitionists'  fleet, 
ninety-two  sail,  including  two  monitors  and  six  other  iron-dads,  in  Beaufort  Harbor. 
Also  that  52,000  Abolitionists  are  encamped  at  Morehead  City  and  Carolina  City.  Gen 
eral  Robert  son  has  just  returned  to  Kiuston  from  a  reconuoitering  expedition  through 
Jones  and  Onslow  Counties.  He  reports  that  a  company  of  cavalry,  Captain  Perkins, 
surprised  a  party  of  Abolitionists  last  Friday  at  Big  Northeast  Bridge,  near  Jackson 
ville,  Onslow  Court-House,  killing  1  captain  and  5  privates  and  routing  the  balance. 
No  loss  on  our  side. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


YORKTOWN,  January  27, 1863. 
Major-General  Dix:: 

Colonel  Lewis  telegraphs  an  attempt  was  made  this  morning  to  cap 
ture  our  pickets.  About  12  shots  were  tired  by  the  enemy,  but  no  one 
hurt  or  captured.  All  is  again  quiet,  the  enemy  having  retired.  Last 
night  at  about  9  p.  m.  it  was  reported  from  Gloucester  Point  that  the 
enemy  was  approaching  our  pickets  there.  Nothing-  further  this  morn 
ing.  1  respectfully  call  your  attention  again  to  the  increase  of  nry  force, 
which  is  necessary. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major- General. 


HDQRS.  FIFTY-EIGHTH  REGT.  PENNSYLVANIA  VOLS., 
Gamp  at  Batdielder's  Creek,  January  27,  1863. 

Lieutenant- Colon  el  H6*FFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

SiiTT  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  immediately  on  receiving  the 
orders  to  ignore  passes  and  close  our  lines  I  made  arrangements  and 
gave  directions  for  carrying  them  into  effect. 
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Also  to-day  I  have  pat  strong  parties  on  tlie  Neuse,  the  Trent,  and 
the  railroad  with  instructions  to  stop  all  passengers. 

From  information  received  yesterday  I  believe  the  enemy  have  re 
turned  from  Gore  Greek,  on  the  railroad  and  Neuse  road,  but  I  shall 
verify  that  fact  to-day. 

I  learn  also  that  the  enemy  at  Goldsborough  are  apprehensive  of  an 
advance  from  New  Berne  simultaneous  with  our  naval  expedition. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KIOHTBB  JONES, 

Commanding  Outposts. 


SUFFOLK,  January  29, 18G3. 
Major-General  Dix : 

Major  Stratton  has  returned.  He  seized  and  brought  in  42\large 
sacks  of  salt.  The  other  capture  by  Dodge's  men  is  large;  it  is  said 
there  are  many  loads.  Have  just  ordered  out  fifteen  teams  and  a  force 
to  protect  them.  Pry  or  came  over  Sunday  night  perhaps  with  a  view 
to  the  securing  of  this  property. 

JOHN  J.  PEGK, 

Major-  General. 


BEAUFORT,  N.^C.,  January  30 — 11.30  a.  m., 
Via  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  February  8,  18G3. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief  : 

The  constant  and  strong  southerly  winds  (amounting  at  times  to  gales) 
that  have  prevailed  for  the  past  ten  or  fifteen  days  have  prevented  our 
sailing,  although  most  of  the  troops  have  been  on  board  ready  to  sail 
more  than  a  week.  Yesterday  the  wind  shifted  to  the  northwest,  and 
as  everything  looked  favorable  I  started  the  fleet.  Nearly  a>ll  got  over 
the  bar  before  dark,  with  a  fair  start  down  the  coast.  The  wind,  how 
ever,  shifted  back  to  tiie  southwest  after  dark,  and  blew  strongly,  pre 
venting  the  few  remaining  vessels  going  to  sea.  It  is  still  blowing  hard 
(11.30  a.  in).  This  will  interfere  very  much  with  the  progress  of  the 
fleet,  and  may  scatter  it  considerably.  As  soon  as  the  wind  will  permit 
I  shall  start  with  the  remaining  vessels.  So  long  a  continuance  of  south 
erly  gales  is  very  unusual.  /• 

ej.  G.  FOSTEB, 
Major-  Genera^  Commanding. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  January  30,  18G3. 

His  Excellency  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 

President  United  States : 

No  iron-clads  have  left  for  two  days.  The  Weehawkeu  is  at, Norfolk; 
the  Patapsco  is  here,  waiting  for  favorable  weather,*and  the  Nahant  is 
at  Newport  News.  1  have  just  telegraphed  to  General  Halleck  our  suc 
cess  in  a  fight  with  Pryo*. 

JOHN  A.  DDf, 

Major- General. 
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FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  January  30,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK,  General-in-Chief: 

General  Peck  telegraphs  that  our  victory  is  complete,  aud  that  Pryor 
passed  through  Carrsvilleiii  full  retreat  at  3  p.  m.,  0  miles  from  the  De 
serted  House,  where  our  forces  attacked  him  just  before  daylight. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  January  30, 1863. 
Major-General  HALLECK,  General-in-Chief: 
Following  just  received  from  Suffolk : 

Major-General  DIX: 

My  last  dispatch  should  be  corrected  by  later  dispatches.    As  yet  he  says  the  enemy 
are  in  position. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major -General,  Commanding. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  January  30, 1863. 
Major-General  HALLECK,  General-in-Chief: 

Pryor  fell  back  3  or  4  miles,  contesting  the  ground  in  his  retreat. 
General  Peck  gives  me  no  details,  but  thinks  we  have  a  victory,  and 
that  we  shall  secure  some  of  the  enemy's  guns.  Our  loss  about  100.* 
The  roads  are  very  deep,  and  our  men  have  had  a  hard  time  in  getting 
through  them. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

SUFFOLK,  VA.,  January  30, 1863. 
Major-General  DIX: 

Have  just  received  a  report  from  a  party  I  sent  out  to  the  vicinity  of 
Carrsville  for  information  to  the  effect  that  the  cars  have  been  running 
briskly  to  Franklin  since  afternoon. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-General. 

HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  January  31, 1863. 
Actg.  Bear- Admiral  8.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron : 
ADMIRAL  :  Will  you  oblige  me  by  sending  an  officer  to  confer  with 
General  Viele,  at  Norfolk,  in  regard  to  illicit  trade?  The  privilege  of 
.trading  has  been  abused,  and  I  am  desirous  of  surrounding  it  with  all 
possible  safeguards.  I  have  given  no  permits  to  introduce  goods  into 
Norfolk  since, the  17th  instant,  and  think  I  shall  confine  commercial 
transactions  there  hereafter  to  retail  dealers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

*  But  see  levised  statement,  p.  135. 
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HDQRS.  DEFT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  COUPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  January  31,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  D.  KEYES, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Yorktown,  Va.: 

GENERAL:  A  limited  supply  of  efficient  arms  (Enfield  rifles)  has  been 
received  at  the  arsenal  at  this  place.     You  will  therefore  make  proper 
requisitions  for  such  regiments  as  are  most  in  need  of  such  arms. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Dix : 

D.  T.  VAN  BUREN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Abstract  from  Tri-monthly  Return  of  the.  Department  of  Virginia  (Seventh  Army  Corps'), 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix  commanding,  for  January  31,  1863  (head quarters  Fort  Monroe, 
Fa.). 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present  and 
absent. 

Aggregate  last  re  tarn. 

Pieces  of  field  artillery. 

Present  for  duty  equipped. 

Infantry. 

Cavalry.    Artillery. 

Officers. 

1 

Officers. 

1 

2 
§ 

i 

Officers. 

i 

Headquarters  Fort  Monroe.  — 
Maj  .  Gen.  John  A.  Dix  

Fort  Monroe.—  Col.   S.  M.  Al- 
ford: 
Infantry  

17 

17 

17 

17 

.  836 
25 

22 

618 

789 
25 

836 
25 

28 

687 

Attached  garrison 

23 

Total 

22 

29 
3 
9 

618 

814       861 

861.... 

28 

687 

23 

Gamp    Hamilton.  —  Col.     An 
thony  Conk  : 
Infantry     

—  — 

659       780 
73j        80 
279'      321 

824 
86 
337 

825 
86 
422 

I 

35 

700 

3 

74 

Artillery 

10 

'281 
281 

Total 

41 

1,011   1,181 

1,247 

1,333.... 

35 

700     3 

74 

10 

Norfolk.—  Brig.  Gen.E.L.Yiele: 
Infantry 

129 
2 

4 

2,422   3,033 
39         58 
135       149 

3,458 
82 
190 

3,470].... 

82 

131 

2,608 

Cavalry  

"is? 

Artillery 

192;     6 

2 

51 

4 

Total  

135 

2,  596   3,  240   3,  730   3,  744     6 

131  |  2,608 

51 

4 

137 

Suffolk.—  Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Peck  : 
Infantry 

361 
67 
17 

7,  079   8,  663 
1,568   2,085 
620       709 

9,  946  10,  189;   ... 
2,328   2,329     4 
761       765   30 

361 

7,079 

Cavalry 

70 

1,773 

a 

650 

Artillery  

Total  

445 

9,267 

11,457)13,03513,283 

34 

361  |  7,079   70 

1,773 

17 

650 

Yorktown.—  Maj.   Gen.  E.  D. 
Keyes: 
Infantry 

162 
43 
16 

2,505 
853 
383 

3,028 
1,044 
466 

3,523 
1,155 
663 

4,444 
1,157 
669 

163 

2,650 

Cavalry  

45 

942 

Artillery 

28 

19 

413 

Total 

i 

221 

5 

3,741 

4,  538|  5,  34l!  6,  270   28 

.  163 

2,650   45 

942    19 

413 

Point  Lookout,  M  d  .—  Maj.  J.  C. 
Brown: 
Detachment   Independent 
Battalion  New  York  Yol- 
nnteers. 

Grand  total  

150 

184 

200 

200 

.... 

5 

lf>2'  .  .  . 

! 

, 

886 

17,  383 

21,  431  24,  431  25,  708 

68  i    723    13,  876  120 

2,840   50      1,504   * 
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Abstract  from  Tri-monthly  Return  of  the  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  Department  of  North  Car 
olina,  Mai.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster  commanding,  for  January  31,  1863  (headquarters  New 
Berne,  N.G.). 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

^ 

P- 

| 

«f 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent 

Aggregate  last  re 
turn. 

Present  for  duty  equipped. 

Infantry. 

Cavalry. 

€ 
O 

a 
9 

j 

i 

X 

Officers. 

d 

9 

Eighteenth    Army    Corps,    Maj. 
Gen.  J.  G.  Foster. 
First  Brigade,  First  Division, 
Col.  T.  J.  C.  Amory. 
Second  Brigade,  First  Divis 
ion,  Col.  H.  C.  Lee. 
Second   Division.  Brig.  G«n. 
H.  M.  Naglee. 
Third  Division.  Brig.  Gen.  O. 
S.  Ferry. 
Fourth  Division,  Brig.  Gen. 
H.  W  Wessells. 
Fifth  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  H. 
Prince. 
1  st  North  Carolina  Union  Vol 
unteers,  Capt.  C.  A.  Lyon. 
Artillery  brigade,  Brig.  Gen. 
J.  H.  Ledlie. 
3d  New  York  Cavalry,  CoL  S. 
H.  Mix. 

Grand  total    . 

19 
129 
112 

19 
3,454 
3,532 

19 
3,627 
3,843 
6,787 
5,807 
6,321 
7,074 
532 
2,216 
933 

19 
3,657 
3,851 
6,798 
5,807 
6,376 
7,100 
534 
2,085 
935 

2,750 
2,751 

123 

2,770 

26 
153 
231 
19 
26 
40 

664 
3,008 
4,  615 
432 
779 
586 

711 
3,653 
5,  438 
496 
1,006 
747 

153 
239 

3,008 
4,874 

44 

630 

755 

15,485 

19,056 

37,  159 

37,  162 

515 

10,658 

44 

630 

HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Beaufort,  8.  C.,  February  2,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

General-in-  Chief  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  G.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  arrived  here  last  night  and  entered  the  harbor  this  morn 
ing.  All  of  my  steamers  are  safe  except  one,  the  Pilot  Boy,  which  be 
came  disabled  off  Georgetown,  S.  C.,  and  was  left  at  anchor.  I  have 
sent  the  tug  Freeborn  to  take  her  back  to  Beaufort,  N.  0. 

All  the  sailing  vessels  of  the  fleet  are  within  a  few  leagues  of  this 
harbor,  and  will  probably  be  in  safely  to-morrow. 

The  monitors  Kahant  and  Weehawken  have  not  arrived.  The  supply 
of  ammunition  for  the  iron-clads  is  not  sufficient,  and  more  has  to  be  sent 
before  operations  can  be  begun.  The  naval  preparations  will  not  be 
completed  within  two  weeks  from  this  time.  I  shall  therefore  be  obliged 
to  disembark  my  command  to  preserve  their  health  until  these  prepara 
tions  are  completed.  In  the  mean  time  I  shall  probably  make  a  move 
ment  to  distract  the  enemy's  attention,  and  also  make  a  short  trip  to 
New  Berne,  N.  C.,  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  affairs  there. 

If  any  change  of  plan  is  ordered  by  you  resulting  from  these  delays 
please  to  have  it  sent  to  New  Berne  by  bearer  of  dispatches  within 
twelve  days  from  this  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEK, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  February  2, 1863. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

The  Ninth  Army  Corps  has  received  orders  to  report  to  you  at  Fort 
Monroe. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Newport  News,  February  2,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe  : 
GENERAL  :  I  have  directed  the  guard  vessel  off  Fort  Monroe  not  to 
allow  George  Bush  or  his  schooner,  Elizabeth  Bush,  to  pass  the  block 
ade  again.  He  has,  he  says,  been  in  the  habit,  under  a  permit  from 
you,  to  take  old  rags,  scrap-iron,  and  hides  from  Hampton  to  Philadel 
phia,  bringing  nothing  back.  By  his  own  admission  he  has  been  in  the 
habit  of  visiting  Clmckatuck  in  his  boat  without  authority,  and  as  such 
communications  are  manifest  violations  of  the  blockade  1  have  deemed 
it  advisable  to  secure  the  public  interest  by  cutting  off  his  means  of 
carrying  information,  letters,  or  property  in  the  manner  above  indi 
cated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

SUFFOLK,  VA.,  February  2, 1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Unusual  activity  of  the  enemy  reported  to-day.  Two  hundred  cavalry 
at  Windsor ;  a  large  force  at  Oarrsville,  with  an  intermediate  party. 
Have  parties  out. 

JOHN  J.  PJECK, 

Major-General. 

FORT  MONROE,  February  3, 1863. 
Major-General  PECK,  Suffolk: 

Within  a  week  I  expect  to  be  largely  re-enforced.  I  am  anxious  that 
Pryor  shall  not  escape  again.  If  he  advances  I  suggest  whether  all 
the  motive  power  of  the  railroad  cannot  be  used  to  throw  a  force  in  his 
rear  by  a  sudden  movement. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

SUFFOLK,  February  3, 1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Very  glad  to  learn  of  the  expected  troops.  When  Pryor  comes  I 
will  hope  to  bag  him.  He  tears  up  the  road  this  side  of  Carrsville  as 
often  as  I  repair  it,  so  that  I  could  not  use  hand- cars.  Supposed  he 
was  bagged  the  other  day.  He  was  where  flanking  was  practicable  on 
both  flanks.  Our  people  used  up  their  ammunition  before  dawn  and 
lost  time  waiting  for  more.  Meantime  enemy  fell  back. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-General 
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UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Newport  News,  Va.,  February  6,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  DIX,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.  : 

GENERAL:  Yours  of 'the  31st  ultimo  was  duly  received.  Pressing 
engagements  have  prevented  an  earlier  reply  to  it.  I  have  no  authority 
to  regulate  or  sanction  the  privilege  of  trading  at  Norfolk  by  surround 
ing  it  with  safeguards.  It  will  be  satisfactory  to  me  to  receive  and  to 
give  the  utmost  attention  to  any  written  communication  you  may  now 
or  at  any  time  make  to  me  which  will  enable  mo  to  stop  illicit  trad©  at 
Norfolk  or  elsewhere  within  the  limits  of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockad 
ing  Squadron.  The  new  fleet  captain  has  just  entered  upon  his  duties 
and  is  not  familiar  with  the  situation  of  aii'airs  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  general,  yours,  respectfully. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


HDQRS.  DEPT..OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  February  7,  1863. 
Actg.  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  : 

ADMIRAL  :  It  was  at  General  Yiele's  request  that  I  asked  you  to  send 
him  an  officer  with  whom  he  might  confer  in  regard  to  some  additional 
safeguards  in  regard  to  trade.  The  general  thought  he  might  obtain 
valuable  suggestions  from  an  officer  of  the  Navy.  That  was  all  he  had 
in  view.  The  occasion  which  made  such  a  conference  desirable  has 
now  passed  by. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  February  8,  1863. 
Major-General  DIX: 

My  scouting  party  went  to  Carrsville  in  the  night.  Captain  Eoberts 
reports  the  arrival  of  a  battalion  at  Franklin  of  cavalry  armed  with 
sabers,  rifles,  and  revolvers.  Two  companies  were  at  Carrsville  and 
Holland's  yesterday,  returning  via  South  Quay.  The  contraband  says 
there  was  much  rejoicing  at  Franklin,  and  the  troops  turned  out  on  the 
arrival. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major -General. 


SUFFOLK,  February  8,  1863. 
Major-General  DIX: 

Very  intelligent  contraband  escaped  this  morning.  Has  a  family 
here.  His  master  resides  1  mile  from  Franklin.  Yesterday  he  over 
heard  him  and  officers  talking  in  the  field.  Pryor  has  been  re-enforced 
by  Georgia  and  Louisiana  troops;  will  have  8,000  this  week.  Gen- 
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eral  Colston  has  dropped  down  to  Zuni  from ,  Petersburg  with  12,OOQ; 
both  are  coming  here  in  a  few  days.  His  account  is  very  honestly 
given.  It  looks  very  plausible.  Pryor  has  been  receiving  aid ;  this  is 
confirmatory. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  February  8,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

If  there  is  any  truth  in  the  information  conveyed  in  my  last  telegram 
the  force  under  Colston  must  be  same  reported  as  being  camped  8  miles 
from  Petersburg  last  week;  the  amounts  correspond.  Their  plan  is 
probably  a  dash  for  a  few  days,  while  not  imperatively  called  for  else 
where. 
Several  men  have  deserted  to  the  enemy. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


FORT  MONROE,  February  8,  1863. 
Major-General  PECK: 

The  Ninth  Army  Corps  is  ordered  here.  One  brigade  has  arrived. 
1  will  let  them  take  position  at  Newport  News  at  present,  ready  to  be 
thrown  in  any  direction.  Keep  up  your  reconnaissances  and  advise  me 
of  any  hostile  movement. 

JOHN  A.  DIX. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  February  9,  1863 — 4  p.  in. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  ; 

The  Ninth  Army  Corps,  ordered  to  your  command,  will  be  used  as 
you  may  deem  proper.  It,  however,  should  be  kept  together  as  much 
as  possible.  A  portion  of  it  may  be  ordered  farther  south  immediately. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


NEW  YORK,  February  9,  [1863.] 
General  M.  C.  MEIGS: 

I  think  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  accomplishing  in  New  York  what 
we  talked  of  Saturday,  for  any  number  of  men  less  than  12,000.  If  you 
wish  I  will  send  you  a  detailed  report  in  cipher  early  to-morrow.  It 
will  take  a  few  days  to  get  things  ready.  You  can  see  General  Halleck. 

A.  E.  BUENSIDE. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA., 
February  10,  1863—3  a.  in. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief: 

I  send  a  dispatch  just  received  from  General  Peck.  I  have  tele 
graphed  to  the  President  the  news  in  yesterday's  Richmond  papers, 
just  received.  The  Ericsson  left  two  hours  ago  with  her  three  sub- 
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marine  tows,  and  is  going  at  the  rate  of  4  miles  an  hour.    Will  you 
please  advise  Secretary  of  the  Navy  I    Wind  west  ;  weather  beautiful. 

SOT-FOLK,  VA.,  February  10,  1863. 
Major-General  Drr: 

A  contraband  from  Weldon  says  very  strong  and  extensive  earthworks  are  con 
structed  on  the  approaches.  He  heard  that  Pettigrew  contemplated  a  raid  across 
the  river,  while  Pryor  would  occupy  us  with  his  command.  A  Massachusetts  lady 
caine  from  Weldon  yesterday  on  her  way  North.  She  said  that  the  enemy  had  50,000 
men  near  the  railroad  that  could  be  concentrated  at  Wilmington,  Goldsborough,  or 
Weldon  in  a  few  hours.  I  give  these  items  as  in  connection  witli  others  that  you  nuty 
have,  that  their  proper  value  may  be  arrived  at. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-General. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


NEW  YORK,  February  10.  18G3. 
Major-General  HALLECK,  General-in-Chief: 

I  telegraphed  to  General  Meigs  yesterday  in  regard  to  obtaining 
vessels  in  New  York,  and  can  give  you  details  in  cipher  if  you  wish  it.* 

A.  E.  BUEN81DE, 

Major-General. 

WASHINGTON,  February  11,  1803. 
Maj.  Gen.  AMBROSE  E.  BURNSIDE,  New  York  : 
Expedition  postponed  fop  the  present. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Genera  l-in-.Chief. 

SUFFOLK,  February  11, 1863. 
Major-General  DIX: 

Pryor  has  been  re-enforced  somewhat.  I  cannot  learn  of  any  heavy 
force  at  Zuni.  As  the  Ninth  Corps  is  for  some  ulterior  end  I  fear  prom 
ised  forces  will  not  be  sent  at  this  time. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-General. 

FORT  MONROE,  February  11,  1863. 
Major-General  PECK: 

Ninth  Corps  will  remain  except,  it  may  be,  apart.  Can  we  do  any 
thing  on  the  New  London  [Blackwater]  by  sending  it  to  you,  or  would 
it  pay  to  drive  Pryor  off1?  We  must  economize  in  forces  for  great  re 
sults  hereafter. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 

SUFFOLK,  February  12,  1863. 
Major-General  DIX: 

Your  claim  for  the  Ninth  Corps  is  strong,  and  I  hope  it  will  remain. 
If  1  had  pontoons  1  would  clear  out  Washington  t  and  New  London 
[BliickwuterJ  Bridge.  In  that  event  the  presence  of  some  old  troops 

*  Borne  personal  mutter  omitted.  t  Franklin,  Va, 
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from  that  command  would  be  very  essential.  One  of  the  brigades  here 
would  enable  us  to  move  larger  commands  and  make  detachments  with 
safety  to  them  and  this  place.  How  strong  is  the  Ninth  Corps  ? 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 

FORT  MONROE,  February  12, 1863. 
Major- General  PECK: 
The  Ninth  Corps  is  15,000  strong.* 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

HAMPTON  ROADS,  February  13, 1863—7,30  p.  m. 
General  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Commander -in-  Chief  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
I  have  just  arrived  from  the  South  to  obtain  more  heavy  guns  and 
ammunition. 

I  have  reconnoitered  the  whole  coast  from  Charleston  to  the  Ogeechee 
River,  and  can  give  full  information  of  the  state  of  affairs  both  naval 
and  military.  While  the  ordnance  is  being  loaded  I  can  come  to  Wash 
ington  to  report  in  person,  and  with  your  permission  I  will  do  so. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major -General,  Comdg.  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 


FORT  MONROE,  February  13,  1863. 
Major-General  PECK: 

My  man  will  return  to  Boston  [Suifolk]  to-night.  Facilitate  him  in 
getting  through  our  pickets.  He  is  to  be  back  in  thirty  days  with  im 
portant  information. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major -General. 

[FEBRUARY  13-18,  1863. — For  correspondence  between  Halleck  and 
Foster,  in  relation  to  return  of  the  latter  to  South  Carolina,  see  Series  I, 
Vol.  XIV,  pp.  400,  402,  403,  408.] 

FEBRUARY  [16,]  1863. 
Major-General  FOSTER, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina  : 

SIR:  On  the  5th  of  January,  1863,  at  10.30  o'clock  p.  m.,  as  Lieutenant 
Sanders  was  walking  in  company  with  three  other  men  on  the  principal 
street  in  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  they  were  fired  upon  by  a  party  of  guer 
rillas  from  behind  some  brick  walls,  the  ruins  of  burnt  buildings.  One 
of  the  men  was  killed  instantly.  My  brother  walked  to  his  quarters 
and  died  in  half  an  hour  from  the  time  he  received  the  wounds.  The 
company  immediately  turned  out  and  succeeded  in  capturing  two  of  the 
murderers  with  their  guns  in  their  hands.  We  captured  several  others, 
but  without  their  arms.  They  were  placed  in  prison  to  await  an  inves 
tigation,  which  was  held,  and  the  innocent  set  free. 

*  Some  details  omitted  from  this  dispatch. 
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The  murder  of  Lieutenant  Cox^and  family  occurred  on  the  morning 
of  the  9th  of  February,  1863,  in  the  following  manner:  He  being  a  resi 
dent  of  Pasquotank  County,  and  living  16  miles  from  town,  went  down 
for  the  purpose  of  moving  his  family  to  the  city.  On  his  return  he  was 
attacked  by  a  gang  of  guerrillas,  who  came  upon  him  from  a  thicket  and 
fired  a  volley,  killing  him  and  a  girl  of  four  years  old  instantly  and 
wounding  the  wife  so  that  she  died  on  the  13th  instant.  Three  other 
men  of  my  company  were  wounded,  1  mortally,  1  badly,  1  slightly. 

The  team  ran  to  the  city,  but  without  any  one  to  tell  what  had  be 
come  of  its  riders,  but  the  marks  of  blood  on  the  carriage  gave  evidence 
of  foul  play.  I  immediately  sent  out  an  expedition,  which  returned  in 
the  evening  with  the  bodies  of  Lieutenant  Cox  and  child.  This  caused 
great  excitement  among  the  people,  both  civil  and  military,  who  urged 
that  something  be  done  to  avenge,  if  possible,  or  at  least  to  set  an  ex 
ample  to  prevent  the  committing  of  such  brutal  outrages.  I  was  asked 
by  many  to  take  all  of  those  prisoners  who  could  be  proven  guilty  of 
being  guerrillas  and  have  them  shot.  I  was  not  myself  in  favor  of 
doing  so ;  but  when  I  thought  the  matter  over  deliberately  I  ordered 
one  prisoner,  by  the  name  of  A.  White,  to  be  brought  out  and  shot, 
which  was  done  by  a  brother  of  Lieutenant  Cox,  for  which  I  hold  my 
self  personally  responsible. 

E.  C.  SANDERS, 
Captain,  Commanding  Post  at  Elizabeth  City. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  February  16,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Major  Stratton  made  a  general  reconnaissance  in  the  direction  of 
Black  water,  driving  in  the  pickets  about  Carrsville,  capturing  4  sabers, 
1  Sharps'  carbine,  several  blankets,  and  provisions.  He  examined  con 
trabands  who  stated  Pryor's  force  about  Franklin  at  11,000,  and  that 
7,000  were  at  Black  Creek  Church  with  cavalry  and  "right  smart  artil 
lery,"  making  18,000.  These  agree  very  nearly  with  the  reports  made 
some  ten  days  since.  Major  [Stratton]  and  Captain  Loornis  credit  the 
report  as  to  the  7,000  and  place  Pryors  at  7,000  or  8,000  also.  Captain 
Loomis  made  the  captures. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington ,  February  16,  1863. 
Major-General  BURNSIDE,  Providence,  R.  I.  : 

If  agreeable  to  you  to  resume  the  command  in  North  Carolina  and  of 
the  Ninth  Army  Corps,  please  come  to  Washington. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

PROVIDENCE,  E.  I.,  February  17,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK: 

Your  dispatch  is  received.  I  leave  for  Washington  at  once  and  will 
report  to  you  in  person.* 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE. 


Burnside  assumed  command  of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps  March  17,  1863. 
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FORT  MONROE,  February  17,  1863. 
Major- General  PECK, 

Commanding  at  Suffolk : 

I  learn  from  a  Surry  County  man,  whom  I  think  well  informed  and 
perfectly  reliable,  that  Pryor's  whole  force,  including  a  cavalry  regi 
ment  at  Philadelphia,*  Albany,*  and  vicinity  does  not  exceed  7,000 
men.  He  says  there  is  no  force  between  vicinity  of  Isew  York*  and 
Georgetown*  and  only  a  small  force  at  Black  Greek  Church. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.,  February  18, 1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  JOSEPH  G.  TOTTEN, 

Chief  of  Engineers  : 

GENERAL  :  In  consequence  of  some  changes  that  have  been  made  it 
will  not  be  necessary  to  send  the  pontoon  equipage  for  which  General 
Foster  recently  made  a  requisition.     The  General-in-Chief  therefore  re 
quests  you  to  retain  it  in  New  York  until  otherwise  called  for. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  CULLUM, 
Brigadier -General  and  Chief of  titaff. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  February  18, 1863. 
General  JOSEPH  G.  TOTTEN, 

Chief  Engineer  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

Very  recent  circumstances  will  prevent  my  going  to  the  point  where 
1  expected  to  operate.  I  will  therefore  withdraw  the  application  for 
the  pontoon  bridge  to  be  sent  there.  I  would,  however,  very  much 
like  to  have  it  in  North  Carolina,  if  it  is  not  wanted  elsewhere.  "" 

J.  G.  FOSTEB, 
Major- General,  Volunteers. 


SUFFOLK,  February  18, 1863. 
Major-General  DIX: 

Twenty  men  have    deserted  from  Mounted  Bifles  since  payment — 
many  to  the  enemy. 

What  had  better  be  done  with  goods  confiscated  from  ladies  ? 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  February  18,  1863. 
Actg.  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron: 
ADMIRAL:  The  major-general  commanding  the  department  directs 
me  to  forward  to  you  the  inclosed  list  of  vessels  in  Government  employ 

*Arbitraries  peculiar  to  cipher  used  by  Dix  and  Peck.     Their  names  not  deter 
mined. 
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at  this  place  and  vicinity,  with  the  respective  dates  of  assignment  and 
numbers  of  the  flags  assigned  to  such  vessels.  * 

I  would  also  respectfully  state  that  the  omission  to  supply  you  with 
the  list  before  was  on  account  of  my  having  supposed  that  due  notice  was 
also  given  you  by  the  chief  quartermaster,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thomas, 
at  the  same  time  he  furnished  it  to  these  headquarters. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  T.  VAN  BUEEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


FORT  MONROE,  February  19, 1863. 
Major-General  PECK: 

I  am  very  much  dissatisfied  with  Colonel  Dodge  and  his  management. 
He  has  allowed  his  men  to  plunder  the  country,  and  they  are  now  de 
serting  to  the  enemy.  The  President  has  recommended  him  to  the 
Senate  for  brigadier-general.  This  ought  not  to  be. 

I  think  you  had  better  sell  Mrs.  Portlock's  goods  at  auction.  Apply 
proceeds  to  public  use. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  February  19, 1863. 
General  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Commander -in-  Chief  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 
GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  just  had  a  conver 
sation  with  Admiral  Lee,  in  which  he  informed  me  that  his  gunboats  in 
the  sounds  of  North  Carolina  will  soon  be  ready  to  operate  up  the  Eoan- 
oke,  Tar,  and  Neuse  Eivers,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  some  iron 
clad  gunboats  reported  to  be  building  there. 

He  desires  my  co-operation,  which  1  propose  to  give  with  all  my  avail 
able  force.  I  can  do  this  the  more  effectively  if  the  Ninth  Army  Corps 
be  ordered  to  assist. 

If  the  disposable  transportation  be  limited  I  think  I  could  manage 
with  the  few  remaining  boats  in  the  sounds  to  transport  this  force  in 
detachments  from  Wiufield,  on  the  Chowan  Eiver,  to  the  point  where 
the  force  will  be  used. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major -General,  Volunteers. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Newport  News,  February  19,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  DIX,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 
GENERAL:  I  have  received  from  your  assistant  adjutant-general  a 
communication  dated  February  18,  inclosing  a  list  of  steamers  in  the 
employ  of  the  Government  at  Fortress  Monroe  and  vicinity.  I  beg  to  be 
informed  if  these  are  to  be  considered  as  additional  to  those  included  in 
the  lists  sent  me  in  your  letters  of  October  20  and  23.  I  fear  that  some 
irregularities  have  been  occasioned  by  my  not  having  been  promptty 

*  The  Hst?  iu  which  alterations  were  frequently  made,  is  omitted, 
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supplied,  agreeably  to  the  arrangement  agreed  upon  in  October,  with 
the  names  of  steamers  as  they  were  added  to  or  taken  from  the  original 
list.  Under  this  arrangement  steamers  may  enter  and  pass  out  of  the 
Roads  without  being  recognized  as  in  the  employ  of  your  department. 
To  avoid  any  abuse  which  might  arise  out  of  this  custom  I  have  to  re 
quest  that  you  will  issue  orders  that  all  steamers  shall  communicate 
with  the  guard  vessel  in  passing  between  the  hours  of  sunset  and  sun 
rise.  I  will  instruct  the  outer  guard  vessel  accordingly. 

I  have  also  to  request  that  you  will  direct  that  the  flag-of-truce  steam 
ers  shall  be  required  so  to  arrange  their  movements  as  not  to  pass  the 
blockade  at  Newport  News  at  night,  as  by  doing  so  they  are  liable  to 
be  fired  into. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


NORFOLK,  February  20, 1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

General  Peck's  information  seems  to  tally  with  the  reports  brought 
to  me  that  15,000  men  will  move  in  this  direction  through  Princess 
Anne  County.  I  have  examined  three  men  to-night.  They  are  very 
much  frightened  and  believe  all  they  say. 

EGBERT  L.  YIELE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  YA.,  February  20,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe  : 

General  Yiele  has  doubtless  communicated  the  information  received 
by  him  in  respect  to  a  contemplated  raid  or  movement  of  the  enemy  in 
this  direction.  Reports  come  in  from  contrabands  of  re-enforcements 
from  Richmond. 

Major  Stratton  will  go  to  Gatesville  and  South  Mills  to-morrow  to 
watch  that  country. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  YA.,  February  20,  1863. 
General  YEELE,  Norfolk  : 

Major  Stratton  will  start  in  the  morning  for  Gatesville  and  South 
Mills  and  will  watch  that  section. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  YIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  February  20, 1803. 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron: 

ADMIRAL  :  I  have  just  received  your  communication  of  yesterday. 
The  list  of  steamers  sent  you  by  Colonel  Yau  Bureii  yesterday  shows 
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the  additions  made  to  the  list  furnished  you  in  October.  These  steam 
ers  should  have  been  reported  to  you  at  the  time  they  were  respectively 
taken  into  the  service  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department;  but  through 
a  misapprehension  in  the  assistant  adjutant-general's  office,  explained 
in  Colonel  Van  Buren's  letter,  they  were  not  reported  to  me.  I  will 
see  that  no  such  mistake  occurs  hereafter,  and  that  all  changes  are 
reported  the  day  they  are  made.  I  think  no  inconvenience  has  resulted 
from  it,  as  all  these  steamers  have  a  flag  number,  and  none  others  are 
passed  without  special  permits. 

All  steamers  in  the  service  of  the  army  communicate  with  the  guard 
vessel  now,  both  by  night  and  day,  when  it  is  possible.  If  they  are  in 
the  quartermaster's  service  they  exhibit  a  flag  with  a  number  corre 
sponding  with  that  on  the  list  which  has  been  furnished.  If  not  in  his 
service  they  are  passed  under  special  permits. 

There  is  a  difficulty  at  night  in  distinguishing  the  guard  vessel  from 
others,  and  I  respectfully  suggest  that  the  one  here,  as  well  as  the^one 
at  Norfolk,  may  hoist  a  red  light  at  night,  so  that  our  steamers  Unay 
know  and  be  able  to  communicate  with  them. 

In  regard  to  flag-of-truce  boats,  their  purpose  always  is  to  reach  here 
before  night  5  but  Colonel  Ludlow  is  sometimes  unavoidably  detained, 
and  it  may  happen,  too,  that  our  prisoners  cannot  be  put  on  board  the 
transports  at  City  Point  in  time  to  reach  your  picket  boat  until  after 
dark.  The  prisoners  are  generally  miserably  provided  for,  and  a  delay 
of  a  single  night  at  Newport  News  would  be  inconvenient.  I  therefore 
propose  that  you  suggest  some  signal,  by  whistle  or  lights,  by  which 
the  flag-of-truce  boats  may  advise  you  of  their  approach.  It  is  not 
likely  that  it  will  be  often  necessary  to  use  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )     HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VA.?  TTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
No.  13.  )  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  February  20,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  Louis  H.  Pelouze,  assistant  adjutant-general,  Seventh 
Army  Corps,  having  reported  pursuant  to  orders  from  the  War  De 
partment,  is  assigned  to  duty  at  these  headquarters. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Dix : 

D.  T.  YAN  BUREN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  February  21, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  DIX,  Fort  Monroe  : 

I  do  not  feel  much  apprehension  about  raids- upon  Norfolk  and  Ports 
mouth.  Those  places  are  very  strong  by  nature.  Tanner's  Creek,  East 
ern,  Southern,  and  Western  Branches  of  the  Elizabeth,  with  their  arms, 
canals,  and  swamps,  almost  bar  approach  at  any  time,  especially  when 
everything  is  flooded.  The  rebel  lines  of  defense  are  well  selected,  and 
by  maps  I  nave  are  only  about  3  or  4  miles  in  extent — about  one-third 
of  mine.  That  swamp  is  a  dangerous  place  for  an  ordinary  force  basing 
upon  Blackwater,  Had  the  enemy  command  of  the  Albemarle  it  would 
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be  another  thing.  The  enemy  must  pass  via  South  Mills.  The  bridges 
being  destroyed,  a  small  redoubt  with  a  regiment  and  some  artillery 
would  bar  up  the  approach. 

The  only  inducement  for  a  cavalry  movement  by  that  line  would  arise 
from  combined  operations  against  Suffolk,  at  least  in  the  first  instance. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Newport  News,  /Fa.,  February  21,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  IT.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  received  your  communication  of  February  20. 

Have  directed  that  the  guard  vessel  off  Fort  Monroe  and  Norfolk 
shall  have  a  red  light  hoisted  between  sunset  and  sunrise.  When  I 
wrote  you  about  the  flag-of-truee  boat  I  had  considered  what  you  now 
suggest  about  a  signal.  The  objection  to  that  is  this :  Any  such  signal 
will  be  quickly  understood  through  informers,  and  may  be  badly  abused 
by  the  enemy.  If  the  exchanged  prisoners  pass  the  night  of  their  arri 
val  at  Old  Point  on  board  the  steamer  the  inconvenience  would  prob 
ably  be  the  same  if  the  flag-of-truce  boat  should  leave  City  Point  at 
such  an  hour  as  would  admit  of  her  passing  the  blockade  at  daylight. 

If  this,  which  appears  to  me  to  be  quite  practicable,  cannot  be  car 
ried  out,  I  will  on  hearing  from  you  instruct  the  fleet  captain  to  arrange 
variable  signals  with  the  flag-of-truce  boat  and  the  picket  vessels. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  February  23,  1863. 

Actg.  Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  ; 

ADMIRAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  letter  from  Captain  Edgar, 
of  the  steamer  Thomas  A.  Morgan,  the  mail  boat  between  this  post  and 
Yorktown,  setting  forth  a  forcible  intrusion  into  his  vessel  by  Lieuten 
ant  Blake^  commanding  officer  of  the  Mahaska,  the  guard  vessel  at 
Yorktown,  and  the  arrest  of  Mr.  John  E.  Wilson,  his  clerk,  who  was 
taken  on  board  the  said  vessel  and  kept  in  irons  from  4  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  to  10  o'clock  the  next  day.  I  have  examined  Mr.  Wilson  and 
a  witness  who  saw  a  part  of  the  transaction  for  which  the  former  was 
arrested,  and  their  testimony  shows  that  the  pilot,  Mr.  Green,  had  a 
quarrel  with  Mr.  Wilson  of  a  private  nature,  resulting  in  blows  5  and 
from  all  the  facts  I  think  there  is  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Green  was  the 
aggressor. 

But  whatever  the  merits  of  the  case  may  be,  the  act  of  Lieutenant 
Blake  in  stopping  the  mail  steamer  in  the  service  of  the  army  and  tak 
ing  one  of  her  officers  out  of  her  by  force,  instead  of  bringing  the  case 
before  me,  was  an  outrage  which  I  do  not  doubt  you  will  call  on  him 
promptly  to  redress. 
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The  delay  in  bringing  the  case  before  you  was  caused  by  your  ab 
sence  and  by  accidentally  mislaying  Captain  Edgar's  letter. 
I  am.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  Neivs,  Va.,  February  24,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  DIX,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.  : 
GENERAL  :  I  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commu 
nication  of  February  23,  covering  a  letter  from  Captain  Edgar,  of  the 
steamer  Thomas  A.  Morgan,  in  regard  to  an  alleged  forcible  intrusion 
into  that  vessel  by  Lieutenant  Blake,  of  the  Navy,  and  the  seizure  and 
confinement  by  him  of  the  clerk  of  that  steamer. 

This  matter  will  receive  prompt  attention  and  the  result  will  be  com 
municated  to  you  as  soon  as  practicable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  VIRGINIA, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  February  28,  18G3. 
Capt.  W.  E.  BLAKE,  Provost-Marshal  : 

CAPTAIN  :  You  will  on  receipt  of  this  send  Mr.  Newbould,  the  cor 
respondent  of  the  New  York  Times,  out  of  the  department.  He  has 
more  than  once  misrepresented  the  condition  of  things  here.  I  had 
last  evening  a  dispatch  from  Major-General  Peck  inform  ing  me >that  one 
of  Mr.  Newbould's  statements  in  regard  to  matters  in  his  command  was 
untrue.  Bepresentations  in  regard  to  a  department  in  contact  with  the 
enemy  should  not  only  be  prudent,  but  true  5  and  Mr.  Newbould  in  his 
zeal  for  the  press  with  which  he  is  connected  has  not  taken  pains  to 
ascertain  the  truth  of  his  statements,  rendering  corrections  necessary, 
or  creating  uneasiness  which  no  correction  is  in  time  to  repair.  He  is 
obviously  a  sensationalist  and  this  is  no  place  for  him. 
I  am,  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major -General. 

HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  February  28,  1803. 
Actg.  Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  : 
ADMIRAL  :  The  officer  in  command  of  the  guard  vessel  took  from  the 
captain  of  the  steamer  Planter,  which  arrived  here  this  morning  with 
troops,  his  original  orders,  handing  him  the  copy,  which  I  inclose.     I 
respectfully  ask  that  ttyey  may  be  returned  to  me.    They  constitute, 
with  the  indorsement  of  the  quartermaster  here,  the  evidence  of  the 
performance  of  the  service  for  which  the  steamer  was  chartered,  and 
are  necessary  for  the  adjustment  of  the  captain's  account  with  the 
Quartermaster's  Department. 
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I  respectfuUy  ask  that  you  will  direct  the  commander  of  the  guard 
vessel  not  to  Take  from  transient  steamers  .arriving  here  with  troops 
or  supplies  for  the  army  their  original  orders',  but  to  keep  copies,  if  you 
require  them. 

the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


Abstract  J[rorn  Tri-mvntlily  Return  of  the  Department  of  'Virginia  (Seventh  Army  Corps'), 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix  commanding,  fdr  February  28,  1863  (headquarters  Fort  Monroe, 
Fa.). 


Comnftand. 

Headquarters  Fort  Monroe.— 
Mil  Sen  John  A  Dix 

Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present  and 
absent. 

f> 
A  ggregate  last  return. 

1 

i. 

"CD 
£ 

Present  for  duty  equipped. 

Infantry. 

Cavalry. 

Artillery. 

| 

f 

1 

t 

fj 
o> 

Officers. 

1" 

Officers. 

a 

17 

17 

18 

18 

Fort  Monree.-Co\.tS.  M.  Al- 
ford: 
Infantry  .._.. 

27 

629 

8n 

28 

830 
28 

831 
25 

.... 

27 

629 

Total  ,-  

27 

629 

839 

858,      856 

... 

27 

629 

Camp    Hamilton.  —  Col.     An 
thony  Conk  : 
Infantry  .  .  •  

34 
3 
12 

662 

750 

'0 

784 
87 
888 

786 
87 
364 

.... 

35 

689 

"~q 

75 

Artillery.  . 

13 

327 

Total       

49 

1,061 

1,202 

1,259 

1,237 

= 

35 

689!      3 

75 

13 

327 

Norfolk—  Brig.Gen.  E.  L.  Viele  : 

134 
2 
4 

2,402 
37 
139 

2,981 
56 
154 

3,311 
80 
190 

3,418 
81 
187 

126 

2,569 

Cavalry            **L 

37 

Artillery**.  v.  «..  .  . 

6 

" 

4 

138 

Total   ,v  

140 

2.578 

3,181 

8,619 
2,058 
950 

3,581 

3,686 

6       126 

2,569       2         37       4 

138 

Suffolk:—  Maj.  Gea^T.  J.  Peck  : 
Infantry  ~X.  ".  ,• 

380 
70 
27 

7,157 

1,  530 
818 

9,689 
2,274 
1,336 

9,874 
2,  297 
1,345 

"~4 

30 

380 

7,157 

Cavalry. 

70 

1,530 

Artillery    - 

27 

847 

Total  

477 

9,505 

11,627 

13,  299 

4,207 
f,421 
627 

13,  516 

3;  356 
1,141 
637 

34 

,    380 

7,157 

70 

1,530 

27 

8.47 

Yorktown.-S&Lsij.    Gen.   E.   D. 
Keyes  : 
Infantry  ,  

191 
48 
13 

2,872 
1,014 
372 

3,568 
1,244 
455 

.... 

191 

2,872 

48   1,014 

"IS 

t 
""372 

Artillery.  ..=  . 

28 
28 

j; 

Total     . 

191 

252 

4,258 

5,267   6,255 

5,134 
197 

25,  431 
950 

2,872 

48!  1,014 

13 

372 

Poiflt  LooJeoutjMd.-^'Maj.  J.  C. 
Brown  : 
Inl'antry 

6 

150 

182!       197 

6       150 

Newport  NtvJg.—  Maj.  Gelv.  Will 
iam  F.  Smith  :  " 
.Infantry  •  

870 
23 

14,  406 
739 

17,820 
836 

25,  143 

947 

"38 

828 

14,  322 

^Antillery  1  '. 

18 

729 

Total  

893  15,  145  18,  656  2(5,  090  26,  381     38,       828  14,  322 

... 



18   •  729 

Grand  total  

1,86133,  3-26  40,  98151,55751,025    106   1,  593!28,  388 

1                                               ! 

123 

2,656     75 

2,413 
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Abstract  from  lid  urn  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Maj.  (Jttn.  John  G.  Foster  com 
manding,  for  the  month  of  February,  Ifc'Gii  (headquarters,  New  Berne,  N.  C.). 


Command. 

Present    for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

g 

^1 
1* 

fctti 

1* 

<J 

A  ggregate  present 
and  absent  last 
monthly  return. 

Pieces    of 
artillery. 

Officers. 

J 

1? 

1 

2 
"3 

£ 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  Maj.  Gen.  John  G-.  Foster, 
Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 
New  Berne,   N.  C.,  Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  Palmer, 
First  Division. 
Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  Brig.  Gen.  H.  M.  Naglee, 
Second  Division. 
Port  Eoyal,  S.  C.,  Brig.  Gen.  O.  S.  Ferry,  Third 
Division. 
New  Berne,  N.  C.,  Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Wessells, 
Fourth  Division. 
New  Berne,  N.  C.,  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Prince, 
Fifth  Division. 
Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  Ledlie,  Artil 
lery  Brigade. 
New'Berne,  N.C.,  Col.  S.  H.  Mix,  Third  New 
York  Cavalry. 
Washington,  N.  C.,  Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Potter, 
First  North  Carolina  (Union)  Volunteers. 

10 
241 

10 
6,621 

19 
7,  368 
6,653 
5,721 
6,116 
6,472 
2,206 
931 
536 

19 
7,453 
6,778 
5,794 
6,321 
7,069 
2,210 
927 
538 

5,  251 

27 

194 
220 
36 
38 
10 

585 
2,802 
4,422 
940 
620 
406 

706 
3,649 
5,  183 
1,131 
762 
486 



98 

62 
2 

782 

15,  026 

'18,  048 

36,  022 

37,  109 

98 

64 

REMARKS.— The  divisions  of  Generals  Nagleo  and  Ferry  are  absent  on  detached  service  in  the  De 
partment  of  tho  South,  with  the  exception  of  the  Fifty-eighth  .Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  of  General 
Ferry's  division. 

The  Twenty- fourth  Massachusetts  Volunteers  and  Tenth  Connecticut  Volunteers,  of  General  Wes- 
eells'  division,  are  absent  on  detached  service  in  tho  Department  of  the  South. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Neivport  News,  Va.,  March  1,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Comdg.  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  received  this  evening-  your  communication  dated  28th 
ultimo.  It  is  necessary  that  the  guard  vessel  should  have  an  original 
certificate  to  send  in  with  the  weekly  return  from  the  department  in 
order  to  show  the  character  of  a  vessel  and  cargo  passing  the  blockade. 
The  certificate  of  the  quartermaster  at  Fortress  Monroe  will  answer  this 
purpose,  which  I  respectfully  request  you  will  have  given  in  all  cases 
where  it  is  desirable  that  the  vessel  should  retain  her  original  order. 
The  guard  vessel  will  be  directed  to  return  the  order  to  which  you  re 
fer,  and  hereafter  merely  to  take  the  name  of  the  transport  having 
troops  on  board  and  afterward  get  a  certificate  from  the  quartermaster. 
This  will  be  done  in  order  not  to  detain  the  troops  even  to  copy  the 
order ;  but  it  will  be  very  inconvenient  to  the  guard  vessel,  in  addition 
to  her  boarding  duties — having  no  steam-tug  to  assist  her — to  do  this 
except  in  case  of  troop  ships.  Even  in  case  of  troop  transports  it  would 
be  convenient  if  the  quartermaster,  who  has  tugs  at  his  command,  would 
send  the  certificate  off  to  the  guard  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  N,  Atlantic BlocJcading  Squadron, 


548 


NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  S.  E.  VIRGINIA. 


.  xxx. 


Organization  of  the  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  John 
G.  Foster  (headquarters  Neiv  Berne,  N.  C.),  February,  1863. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 
Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  PALMER  commanding. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  T.  J.  C.  AMORY  commanding. 

17th  Massachusetts. 
43d  Massachusetts. 
45th  Massachusetts. 
51st  Massachusetts. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  H.  C.  LEE  commanding. 

5th  Massachusetts. 
25th  Massachusetts. 
27th  Massachusetts. 
46th  Massachusetts. 


SECOND  DIVISION. 
Brig.  Gen.  HENRY  M.  NAGLEE  commandinir. 


First  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  C.  A.  HECKMAN  commanding. 

23d   Massachusetts. 
9th  New  Jersey. 
81st  New  York. 
98th  New  York. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  W.  W.  H.  DAVIS  commanding. 

llth  Maine. 
100th  New  York. 

52d  Pennsylvania. 
104th  Pennsylvania. 
Independent  New  York  Battalion. 


THIRD  DIVISION. 
Brig.  Gen.  O.  S.  FERRY  commanding. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  FRANCIS  A.  OSBORN  commanding 

39th  Illinois. 
62d   Ohio. 
67th  Ohio. 
176th  Pennsylvania. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  J.  B.  HOWELL  commanding. 

56th  New  York. 
58th  Pennsylvania. 
85th  Pennsylvania. 
174th  Pennsylvania. 


FOURTH  DIVISION. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  WESSELLS  commanding. 


First  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  C.  HUNT  commanding. 

85th  New  York. 

92d   New  York. 

96th  New  York. 
101st  Pennsylvania. 
103d   Pennsylvania. 


Second  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  T.  G.  STEVENSON  commanding. 

10th  Connecticut. 
24th  Massachusetts. 
44th  Massachusetts. 
5th  Rhode  Island. 


First  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  F.  B.  SPINOLA  commanding. 

132d   New  York. 
158th  Pennsylvania. 
171st  Pennsylvania. 
175th  Pennsylvania. 


FIFTH  DIVISION. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  PRINCE  commanding. 

Second  Brigade. 
Col.  JAMES  JOURDAN  commanding. 

3d    Massachusetts  Militia. 

8th  Massachusetts  Militia. 
158th  New  York. 
168th  Pennsylvania. 
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ARTILLERY  BRIGADE. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  LEDLIE  commanding. 

3d    New  York  Artillery. 
23d    Independent  New  York  Battery. 
24th  New  York  Battery. 

1st  Rhode  Island  Artillery  Battery  F. 

1st  U.  S.  Artillery,  Company  C. 

CAVALRY. 
Col.  S.  H.  Mix  commanding. 

3d  New  York  Cavalry. 
UNATTACHED. 

Brig.  Gen.  EDWARD  E.  POTTER. 
1st  North  Carolina  (Union)  Volunteers. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  March  2,  1SG3. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK,  Chief  of  Staff: 

A  demonstration  was  made  on  tbe  enemy's  lines  yesterday  which 
brought  out  a  considerable  force.  An  attack  was  to  have  been  made 
on  one  of  his  batteries  last  night,  but  was  probably  postponed  lor  want 
of  boats,  to  be  brought  from  Norfolk.  Every  effort  will  be  made  to 
ascertain  promptly  his  strength.  I  telegraphed  General  Peck  on  the 
subject  last  night,  after  my  return  from  Suffolk,  in  consequence  of  a 
dispatch  from  General  Butterfield  stating  that  Hood's  and  Pickett's 
divisions  were  reported  in  Hooker's  front.  I  have  just  received  a  dis 
patch  from  General  Peck  in  which  lie  says  deserters  from  Pickett's 
division  state  that  they  saw  Pickett  yesterday  and  that  no  brigades 
have  gone  from  Longstreet's  command.  They  received  orders  to  be 
ready  to  move  last  night,  but  the  orders  were  countermanded.  One  of 
the  deserters,  a  Texan,  says  that  Hood  was  there  yesterday.  Jenkins' 
division  is  before  Suffolk.  I  will  direct  General  Peck  to  make  a  recon 
naissance  in  force,  and  will  be  ready  to  make  the  movement  referred  to 
by  you  promptly. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-  Genera  I,  Com  man  ding. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Neic  Berne,  March  2,  18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  _D.  C. : 
GENERAL:  I  have  received  information   that  the  corps  d'armee  of 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  is  within  the  limits  of  this  State  and  that  he 
commands  this  department.     General  Lougstreet's  corps,  it  is  thought, 
has  gone  either  to  the  southwest  or  to  the  vicinity  of  Charleston. 

I  referred  in  my  last  letter  to  some  iron-dads  being  constructed 
on  the  Tar  and  Eoanoke  Elvers.  It  is  understood  that  the  one  on  the 
Roanoke  River  is  nearly  completed,  and  to  prevent  its  being  destroyed 
by  our  gunboats  before  it  is  ready  for  service  the  enemy  have  assem- 
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bled  a  large  force  at  Hamilton,  said  to  be  7,000  infantry,  1,000  cavalry, 
and  seven  batteries  of  between  six  and  eight  pieces  each. 

The  fortifications  at  Eainbow  Bluff,  just  below  Hamilton,  destroyed  by 
me  last  November,  are  being  repaired  and  heavy  guns  being  mounted 
from  Weldon.  A  considerable  force  is  at  Wcldon  and  the  enemy  are 
busily  engaged  in  fortifying  that  point. 

My  present  force  of  artillery  and  the  fact  that  my  best  troops  have 
been  sent  to  the  Department  of  the  South  will  not  allow  me  to  attack 
Hamilton  with  any  reasonable  prospect  of  success. 

To  prevent  the  enemy  from  putting  their  threat  into  execution  of 
taking  the  town  of  Plymouth,  taking  the  gunboats,  or  driving  them  out 
of  the  river,  I  propose  to  re-enforce  that  point,  and  at  the  same  time  I 
have  prepared  a  strong  reconnaissance,  under  General  Prince,  to  move 
in  the  direction  of  Wilmington,  and  so  prevent  too  great  an  accumula 
tion  of  force  on  the  Eoanoke  until  such  time  as  I  shall  be  strong  enough 
to  attack  with  advantage.  The  command  is  only  waiting  for  a  suitable 
condition  of  the  roads  to  move,  the  recent  rains  having  rendered  them 
almost  impassable. 

I  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Newport  News,  March  3,  1803. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 
GENERAL:  I  inclose  Lieutenant  Blake's  explanation  for  your  perusal, 
when  please  return  it  to  me.  You  will  see  that  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  had  not  been  fully  and  correctly  represented  to  you.  Still  the 
course  pursued  by  this  young  officer,  then  in  temporary  command  of 
the  Mahaska,  was  irregular  and  injudicious.  I  regret  the  occurrence, 
and  am  sure  that  no  official  discourtesy  was  intended. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be.  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  March  3,  18G3. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Colonel  Spear  has  just  reported  the  result  of  a  reconnaissance  toward 
Franklin.  From  sources  that  he  says  are  entirely  reliable  the  enemy 
is  reported  at  20,000. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


MARCH  3. 
Major-General  PECK,  Suffolk: 

It  is  reported  that  a  company  of  the  Mounted  Eiflcs  have  deserted  to 
the  enemy.  I  cannot  credit  the  report.  It  is  also  reported  that  two  of 
the  companies  refused  to  go  on  picket  duty.  It  is  important  that  I 
should  know  the  truth  of  these  reports  at  once. 

JOHN  A.  BIX, 

Major-  General. 
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SUFFOLK,  March  3,  1SG3. 
Maj.  Geii.  JOHN  A.  Dix: 
The  indorsement  of  ColonelJ)odge  is  as  follows  : 

Not  one  individual  member  of  tlio  Mounted  Rifles  lias  ever  refused  to  do  any  duty. 
No  company  has  deserted  nor  is  there  any  possible  probability  of  such  an  oceurrejnce. 
About  20  men  have  deserted  since  1st  January — 12  of  them  together ;  can  satisfac 
torily  explain  why.  The  morale  of  the  regiment  was  never  better  than  it  is  to-day. 
My  reasons  for  believing  this  are  reliable,  and.  will  satisfy  any  one  of  the  entire  want 
of  foundation  for  such  rumors  as  are  sent. 

CHARLES  C.  DODGE, 

Colonel,  cfc. 

Have  called  for  a  report,  which  I  will  forward. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 

SUFFOLK,  March  4,  1863. 
Maj  or- General  Dix: 

Spear  left  at  11  last  night,  with  the  most  profound  secrecy,  to  cut  off 
a  guard  on  this  side  the  bridge  at  Franklin.  Two  men  deserted  thirty 
minutes  before  he  passed  the  pickets  and  carried  the  information  to 
Franklin.  All  was  ready  for  his  reception — artillery,  infantry,  &c.  He 
lost  none  but  captured  three.  His  last  dispatch  says  Long-street  and 
Jackson  are  there  with  re-enforcements.  Of  the  latter  there  can  be  but 
little  doubt;  as  to  those  generals  I  cannot  say.  Longstreejt  has  been 
reported  in  the  West,  which  i  do  not  believe. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

FORT  MONKOE,  VA., 

March  4,  1863—9.20  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Genera  l-in-  Chief : 

It  is  reported  to  me  from  Bichmond  that  nearly  all  the  insurgent 
army  has  left  Fredericksburg,  and  are  moving  to  North  Carolina  and 
the  Black  water.  A  deserter  from  Richmond  also  states  that  there  were 
but  30,000  men  at  Fredericksburg  a  week  ago.  I  have  just  received 
the  following  dispatch  from  General  Peck : 

SUFFOLK,  VA.,  March  3,  1863. 
Mnjor-Geueral  Dix: 

The  news  from  Blaekwater  is  that  the  Ninth  Corps  is  here  or  arriving,  on  the  sup 
position  that  the  enemy  has  been  re-enforced  to  20,000.  A  relative  of  Jefferson  Davis 
is  in  command  where  Pryor  has  been.  The  artillery  is  especially  mentioned  as  being 
the  best  in  the  South.  Some  new  cavalry  reported.  This  comes  from  persons  residing 
in  different  places,  and  Spear  credits  it.  Spear  is  going  out  this  evening. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-General. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General 


SUFFOLK,  YA.,  March  5,  18<33. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Colonel  Spear  has  returned.  'He  reports  20,000  on  the  Blackwater. 
General  Colston  is  there.  General  Longstreet  is  at  Petersburg  with 
two  divisions  of  his  corps.  He  visits  Blackwater  once  or  twice  every 
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week ;  Jackson  not  there.  Pryor  has  been  to  Richmond  to  give  account 
of  his  operations  before  a  court  of  inquiry  and  returned  yesterday.  Re 
ports  are  contradictory  that  I  get  from  prisoners. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  DIVISION,  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  March  5,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Genera  I  : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  command 
ing  general  of  the  department,  the  following  facts  relative  to  the  arrest 
of  certain  citizens  of  Eden  ton  by  the  military  authorities  in  the  Depart 
ment  of  Virginia,  and  of  the  carrying  away  of  certain  horses  by  the  same 
authority : 

It  appears  that  after  the  firing  upon  a  party  of  Dodge's  cavalry,  and 
the  killing  of  one  of  them  by  some  guerrillas  near  Edenton,  a  military 
force  was  sent  to  that  place  and  arrested  some  8  or  10  persons.  On  my 
recent  inspecting  tour  1  had  an  interview  with  the  mayor  and  principal 
citizens  of  Edeuton  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  all  the  facts  in  the 
case.  The  citizens  appear  to  be  much  outraged  at  the  appearance  of 
guerrilla  parties  in  their  vicinity,  as  of  course  they  must  suffer  for  it. 
They  do  not  pretend  to  say  anything  in  favor  of  some  of  those  who  were 
arrested,  and  say  they  are  rejoiced  that  they  have  been  carried  away, 
as  they  a,re  troublesome,  bad  men,  and  one  or  two  of  them  are  deserters 
from  the  rebel  army. 

Inclosed  I  send  statement  signed  by  those  citizens  concerning  Joshua 
T.  Stacy,  Moses  Hobbs,  Seth  Parker,  John  Cofileld,  John  S.  Leary, 
and  J.  S.  Leary,  jr.,  six  of  the  persons  arrested  and  carried  to  Suffolk. 

The  citizens  who  make  these  statements  are  said  to  be  loyal  men. 
My  belief  is  that  they  have  at  least  remained  always,  since  Edeuton 
has  been  in  our  possession,  peaceable  and  quiet  and  desirous  of  doing 
no  act  against  the  United  States  authorities  ;  and  I  think  it  nothing 
more  than  my  duty  to  request  you  to  bring  the  matter  to  the  early  at 
tention  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Department  of  Virginia  in 
order  that  a  fair  investigation  may  be  had  in  the  several  cases. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  N.  PALMER, 
Brigadier-  Genera  I  Volunteers. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  March  G,  1803. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Three  very  intelligent  non-commissioned  officers  have  been  out  to 
ward  Blackwater  looking  for  deserters.  Last  night  they  passed  them 
selves  for  Confederates  and  had  the  freedom  of  the  house  of  a  leading 
rebel  near  Windsor,  from  whom  they  picked  up  many  items.  He  said 
from  20,000  to  25,000  were  on  Blackwater;  that  a  new  general  was 
there  and  they  were  coming  over  so  soon  as  the  river  i'ell  sufficiently. 
It  was  high  and  some  bridges  had  been  damaged.  Their  spies  knew  all 
about  Suffolk  ;  that  we  had  12,000,  and  two  gunboats.  These  numbers 
agree  very  nearly  with  information  I  received  from  numerous  quarters 
and  from  men  of  good  judgment  and  general  information. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

jMajor-  General. 
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FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  March  6,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief  U.  S.  Army  : 

Another  reconnaissance  on  the  Blackwater  puts  the  enemy's  force  at 
20.000.  It  is  commanded  by  General  Colston.  Longstreet  is  said  to 
be  at  Petersburg,  but  I  do  not  consider  it  certain.  Colonel  Spear  has 
captured  3  of  the  enemy's  pickets,  2  horses,  3  rifles,  sabers,  and  other 
articles. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

MARCH  7. 
Major-General  PECK,  Suffolk  : 

Last  night  it  was  reported  to  me  through  Admiral  Lee  that  Pry  or  had 
sent  a  force,  probably  small,  to  Smithfield  and  Pagan  Creek  four  days 
ago.  It  would  be  well  to  ascertain.  The  guns  will  be  attended  to. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Newport  News,  March  7,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  The  commanding  officer  of  the  guard  vessel  at  Norfolk 
reports  to  me  to-day  that  the  quartermaster  at  that  post  declines  to  give 
certificates  to  transports  returning  in  ballast  from  Norfollron  the  ground 
that  their  contracts  with  Government  expired  when  their  cargoes  were 
discharged  and  that  they  were  therefore  no  longer  in  Government  em 
ploy.  I  beg  you  will  give  such  directions  as  will  prevent  the  inconven 
iences  which  arise  from  this.  I  would  suggest  that  a  certificate  in  each 
case  from  the  quartermaster,  stating  that  the  vessel  had  come  as  a 
transport  in  the  employ  of  the  army  and  was  going  out  in  ballast,  would 
be  all  that  is  necessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


HDQRS.  DEFT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  Ssy  J^NTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
Fort  Monf  oe,  Va.,  March  7,  1863. 

His  Excellency  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 

President  of  the  United  States : 

SIR  :  I  am  extremely  unwilling  to  trouble  you,  amid  your  multifarious 
and  responsible  duties,  with  a  matter  which  ought  to  have  been  settled 
elsewhere;  but  having  failed  in  every  effort  to  arrange  it  I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  the  public  service  to  appeal  to  you.  Soon  after  Admiral  Lee 
took  command  of  the  blockading  squadron  on  this  part  of  the  coast  he 
placed  a  gnuboat  between  Fort  Monroe  and  Fort  Wool,  a  short  distance 
to  the  east,  and  required  all  vessels  bound  to  this  post,  even  when  laden 
with  army  stores,  to  come  to  anchor  or  heave  to  until  a  permit  to  come 
to  the  dock  could  be  procured  from  me.  No  such  requirement  has  been 
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enforced  before  since  the  commencement  of  the  war.  It  is  not  only  a 
new  but  a  needless  vexation,  and  has  led  in  some  instances  'to  tbe  most 
serious  inconvenience  and  loss.  The  only  pretext  under  which  it  can  be 
made  is  to  enforce  the  blockade,  and  as  against  this  fort  it  is  an  absurd 
ity.  A  blockade  is  an  investment  of  an  enemy's  port.  Admiral  Lee  is 
blockading  one  of  our  forts  by  one  of  our  gunboats  —  a  novelty  In  war 
which  is  without  precedent. 

I  protested  against  this  proceeding  at  the  outset  as  an  indignity  to  the 
army  and  to  the  commander  of  this  military  department,  whose  head 
quarters  are  here;  and  I  would  have  resisted  it  but  for  an  unwillingness 
to  present  to  the  public  the  scandal  of  a  quarrel  between  the  Army  and 
the  Navy,  when  the  cordial  co-pperation  of  both  is  needed  to  maintain 
the  national  interests  and  honor. 

If  the  object  of  the  blockade  of  the  enemy's  territory  were  promoted 
by  the  measure  I  would  silently  acquiesce  in  it,  objectionable  as  it  is. 
But  no  such  object  is  gained.  There  is  no  enemy's  territory  to  block 
ade  within  15  miles  of  Fort  Monroe,  and  the  blockading  squadron  at 
Newport  News  and  Norfolk  shuts  out  all  ingress.  It  does  not  profess 
to  be  a  precaution  against  smuggling,  and  it  would  be  useless  if  it  did. 
There  is  a  revenue  vessel  at  Fort  Monroe,  commanded  by  a  very  faithful 
and  vigilant  officer.  There  is  also  a  captain  of  the  port,  with  a  compe 
tent  force.  These  two  officers  examine  all  vessels  that  come  to  Fort 
Monroe,  not  only  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  their  papers  but  as  to  their 
cargoes,  opening  and  scrutinizing  every  cask  and  package. 

The  partial  objections  to  the  measure  are  these  : 

1st.  It  compels  every  vessel  to  come  to  and  to  send  to  the  fort  for  a 
permit,  often  at  great  inconvenience. 

2d.  It  occasions  delays,  always  vexatious  in  time  of  war,  when  the 
prompt  delivery  of  supplies  is  necessary,  and  sometimes  exceedingly 
annoying.  The  last  time  I  visited  Washington  a  commissary's  vessel, 
laden  with  potatoes,  of  which  we  were  greatly  in  need,  was  kept  lying 
alongside  of  the  guard  boat  twenty  -four  hours  because  I  was  not  here 
to  grant  a  permit.  On  the  same  day  some  boats  laden  with  insurgents 
came  out  of  the  Kappahannock  and  burned  the  ship  Alleghanian,  laden 
with  guano.  If  the  gunboat  had  been  employed  in  protecting  our  com 
merce  here  instead  of  blockading  the  army  at  Fort  Monroe  and  keeping 
us  out  of  our  supplies  it  would  have  deprived  the  enemy  of  a  success 
and  spared  us  an  annoyance. 

3d.  It  is  the  source  not  only  of  annoyance  but  of  disaster  and  private 
injury.  On  the  night  of  the  21st  ultimo,  in  the  midst  of  a  violent  easterly 
gale  and  snow-storm,  a  schooner  laden  with  forage  for  the  quartermas 
ter  in  attempting  to  enter  the  harbor  for  shelter  was  ordered  off  by  the 
guard  boat,  as  the  captain  states,  because  she  had  not  a  permit  from  me, 
and  ran  aground  on  the  beach.  She  was  unladen  with  great  inconven 
ience,  and  we  had  three  steamers  employed  for  portions  of  two  days  to 
get  her  afloat.  The  actual  loss  to  Government  cannot  be  less  than  $1,000. 

The  officer  of  the  gunboat,  as  I  learn,  has  authority  to  pass  vessels 
driven  into  the  harbor  by  violent  storms;  but  misapprehensions  some 
times  arise  and  serious  accidents  occur  in  consequence.  If  the  gunboat 
were  removed  there  would  be  no  danger  of  misunderstanding  and  loss. 

These  are,  briefly,  some  of  the  inconveniences  and  the  evils  of  this  meas 
ure.  I  object  to  it,  first,  as  useless  ;  second,  as  inconvenient  and  vexatious  ; 
third,  as  producing  public  annoyance  and  injury,  fourth,  as  a  source  of 
private  wrong  and  loss  ;  and,  fifth,  as  an  indignity  to  the  army  ;  and  on 
these  grounds  I  ask  your  interposition  to  terminate  it.  I  inclose  a  map 
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showing  the  position  of  the  gunboat  at  A,  and  I  request  that  she  may 
be  required  to  be  removed  and  placed  as  far  west  as  B,  and  that  this 
fort  and  the  anchoring  ground  between  it  and  Hampton  be  left  open  to 
the  access  of  vessels,  as  it  was  under  Admirals  Goldsborough  and  "Wilkes, 
not  only  to  such  as  have  army  supplies  but  such  as  come  here  for  shelter, 
subject  to  the  usual  revenue  and  military  inspection,  which  is  never 
omitted. 

There  is  an  immense  contraband  traffic  carried  on  between  the  York 
and  llappahannock  Rivers,  and  the  steamer  which  is  blockading  us 
might  render  a  valuable  service  in  that  quarter  instead  of  creating  an 
noyance  to  the  army  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

SUFFOLK,  March  7,  18G3. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe  : 

The  proposed  exchange  reminds  me  that  the  infantry  force  here  is 
very  low,  considering  its  very  recent  organization.  Bayonets  of  men  for 
duty,  7,100 ;  aggregate,  8,300.  Should  an  attack  be  made  during  stormy 
weather,  when  communication  is  interrupted  between  Old  Point  and 
Norfolk,  the  enemv  might  possibly  gain  some  advantage. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  March  9, 18G3. 
Major-General  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief : 

I  have  just  received  the  following  dispatch  from  General  Peck: 

SUFFOLK,  VA.,  March  9,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix : 

Colonel  Dodge  ]ias  just  returned  from  Blackwater  beyond  Windsor.  His  advance 
was  fired  upon  by  rebel  cavalry.  He  charged  them,  following  down  Bridge  road,  and 
captured  4,  with  5  horses  and  other  equipments.  The  party  crossed  over.  His  in 
formation  is  corroborative  of  all  we  have  of  the  force  of  the  enemy.  Prisoners  give 
twenty-odd  thousand  on  the  river.  General  Hill  had  been  there,  but  thought  he  was 
not  there  now.  Additional  cavalry  regiments  are  mentioned ;  also  new  batteries. 
Pryor  not  in  command. 

JOHN  J.  PECK. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


FOET  MONROE,  VA.,  March  9,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief: 

The  account  of  20,000  men  on  the  Black  water  is  confirmed  from  many 
quarters.  There  is  a  large  force  at  Petersburg  and  Drewry's  Bluff. 
Very  few  troops  at  Richmond. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 
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FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  March  11, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief  U.  S.  Army: 

I  have  just  received  the  following  dispatch  from  General  Peck: 

SUFFOLK,  VA.,  Marcli  11,  1803. 
General  JOHN  A.  Dix: 

The  Fifty-second  and  Fifty-fifth  North  Carolina  and  two  Mississippi  regiments  are 
among  the  late  arrivals;  deserters  say  large  regiments  ;•  that  General  Longstreet 
has  command,  with  headquarters  at  Petersburg.  He  sent  a  division  to  Charleston, 
which  is  returning  to  Petersburg  for  Fredericksburg.  Two  regiments,  Virginians, 
under  orders  for  Petersburg  from  Blackwater. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


SUFFOLK,  March  11, 1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Charleston  Mercury  of  26th  February  has  the  following: 

Longstreet's  division  of  Lee's  army  is  in  motion.  Some  15,000  passed  through 
Richmond.  They  took  the  route  pointing  to  the  south  side  of  the  James. 

This  has  been  verified  by  the  general  reports  since  about  that  time. 
Of  late,  some  reported  a  division  going  to  South  Carolina.  To-day  the 
deserters  say  it  is  back  again,  and  will  probably  go  to  Fredericksburg. 

JOHN  J.  PECK. 

Major-General, 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  N.  <7.,  March  11,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  J}.  C.  : 

GENERAL:  Referring  to  my  letter  of  March  2  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  that  the  reconnaissance  of  General  Prince  has  returned  and  re 
ported.  General  Prince  proceeded  up  the  south  side  of  Trent  River  to 
Trenton,  meeting  with  no  opposition ;  he  found  the  bridges  over  the 
Trent  at  that  point  not  rebuilt.  He  then  retraced  his  steps  for  Pollocks- 
ville;  thence  to  Young's  Cross-Roads;  thence  crossing  the  White  Oak 
River  to  Onslow.  The  cavalry  force  under  his  command  thoroughly 
scouted  the  country  between  White  Oak  and  New  Rivers,  scattering  all 
the  small  parties  of  the  enemy  in  that  vicinity.  After  obtaining  all  in 
formation  possible  he  returned. 

A  reconnaissance,  under  command  of  Brigadier- General  Potter,  and 
consisting  of  a  portion  of  the  Fifty-first  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia, 
a  section  of  artillery,  and  detachment  of  cavalry,  proceeded  to  Swans- 
borough,  on  White  Oak  River.  They  met  with  no  opposition. 

A  reconnaissance  was  sent  up  Trent  road  toward  Kinston,  consisting 
of  the  Twenty-fifth  Regiment,  under  command  of  Colonel  Pickett,  and 
two  companies  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  under  Captain  Jacobs.  A 
portion  of  this  command  proceeded  to  within  12  miles  of  Kinston,  sur 
prising  an  outpost  of  the  enemy  (two  companies)  at  that  point,  captur 
ing  5  prisoners,  their  camp  equipage,  &c. 
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Colonel  Jones,  commanding  picket  line,  pushed  u  reconnaissance  to 
Core  Creek  and  drove  the  enemy  back  in  that  direction.  A  force  was 
sent  to  Hyde  County  to  catch  certain  guerrillas  in  that  county  and  to 
break  up  a  smuggling  trade  in  corn  and  forage.  This  party  was  ambus 
caded,  and  lost,  before  they  dispersed  the  enemy,  4  killed  and  13  wounded 
from  the  Third  New  York  Cavalry.  On  their  return,  as  I  found  the 
object  had  not  been  thoroughly  accomplished,  I  sent  a  larger  force, 
under  command  of  Colonel  Morris,  One  hundred  and  first  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers.  From  this  I  have  not  yet  heard. 

The  information  derived  from  these  various  scouts  is,  briefly — 

Thirty-eight  thousand  rations  are  issued  daily  from  Goldsborough  to 
troops  within  drawing  distance.  This  in  all  probability  includes  the 
forces  at  Goldsborough,  Kinston,  Tarborough,  Kenansville  (west  of 
On  slow,  near  the  railroad),  and  possibly  the  force  on  the  Koanoke  Kiver, 
leaving  Weldoii  and  Wilmington  as  separate  points  of  issue. 

The  information  given  in  mine  of  March  2,  as  to  the  force  on  Koauoke 
Eiver,  has  been  confirmed,  both  as  to  position  and  numbers.  The  iron 
clad,  also  mentioned,  is  again  reported  as  being  now  read}r. 

Owing  to  the  dearth  of  transportation  in  this  department  at  present 
I  shall  have  to  await  the  return  of  the  expedition  to  Hyde  County  in 
order  to  send  re-enforcements  to  Plymouth,  which  I  propose  to  do,  and 
also  to  erect  a  battery  there  capable  of  defending  the  town,  holding  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  and  assisting  the  Navy  in  repelling  the  iron-clads. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  so  large  a  portion  of  my  light  artillery  is  now 
in  the  Department  of  the  South  (a  picked  force)  it  is  necessary  to  mount 
two  companies  Third  New  York  Artillery,  and  I  have  made  the  requisi 
tions  (to  day's  mail)  for  two  batteries  of  Napoleon  guns,  complete,  and 
for  the  requisite  number  of  horses.  I  trust  this  will  meet  your  approval, 
and  that  the  guns  and  horses  will  be  at  once  ordered. 

I  omitted  to  mention  that  General  Dix  having  kindly  offered  to  scout 
from  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  with  his  cavalry,  in  the  direction  of  Edenton, 
Elizabeth  City,  and  Winfield,  I  have  embraced  the  offer,  and  shall  con 
centrate  the  forces  at  these  small  posts,  Plymouth,  and  Koanoke.  The 
small  posts  above-named  were  difficult  to  re-enforce  or  support,  and 
yet  some  force  should  be  in  this  direction,  and  this  relieves  me  of  the 
weight. 

Your  favor  of  the  4th  of  March,  on  the  subject  of  the  Maine  artillery, 
has  just  come  to  hand,  and  in  obedience  thereto  I  am  taking  the  neces 
sary  steps  to  muster  out  such  members  of  that  organization  as  do  not 
voluntarily  join  some  other  arm  of  the  service. 

I  am.  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major- General ,  Commanding. 


SUITOLK,  March  lli,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix: 

There  has  been  some  mystery  about  Longstreet's  moves,  but  the  fol 
lowing  from  Charleston  Mercury  settles  all  doubt: 

Longstrcet  has  been  appointed  by  the  President  to  Hie  department  made  vacant 
by  the  resignation  of  General  Smith.  This  department  includes  South  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina.  General  Longstreet's  headquarters  will  be  at  Petersburg. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 
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SUFFOLK,  March  12, 1803. 
Maj or-G eneral  Dix : 

Certain  letters  have  this  moment  reached  me  to  the  effect  that  an 
attack  upon  Suffolk  is  to  be  made.  One  is  from  the  signal  officer  of 
Norfolk.  In  it  he  says  that  every  preparation  is  being  made  at  Frank 
lin  to  render  the  affair  successful.  The  information  he  regards  as  from 
good  sources. 

Some  person  who  has  run  the  blockade  gives  it  as  the  current  report 
in  Eichmond. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  March  12, 1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

The  reported  increase,  on  Blackwater  has  resulted  from  the  movement 
of  troops  into  your  department.  My  impression  has  been  that  they 
were  watching  our  moves.  Longstreet's  position  with  supports  near 
Petersburg  wears  a  threatening  appearance,  and  may  form  the  basis  of 
the  reports  from  Norfolk. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  March  12, 18G3. 
Major-General  PECK, 

Commanding  at  Suffolk: 

In  view  of  reports  you  mention  I  shall  send  you  5.000  men,  probably 
2,000  to-morrow,  from  Newport  News. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  March  12, 18G3. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Colonel  Stetzel  is  9  miles  below  Gatesville.  Eeports  an  attack  by 
guerrillas  some  days  ago,  who  were  driven  off  by  the  troops  and  gun 
boat. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA., 

March  13,  18G3— 11  a.  in. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLEGK, 

General-in-Chief  U.  8.  Army  : 

General  Longstreet  is  in  command  of  the  forces  at  Eichmond  and  on 
the  Blackwater,  in  place  of  General  Gustavns  W.  Smith,  resigned.  In 
view  of  the  large  re-enforcements  on  the  Blackwater  I  have  ordered 
Getty's  division  of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps  to  Suffolk.  The  rest  are  at 
Newport  News. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS  OUTPOSTS, 

March  13,  [1803]— 6.30  p.  ra. 
Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

SIR  :  The  information  of  the  attack  on  our  Trent  Eiver  posts  reached 
me  just  now,  on  my  return  from  an  expedition  to  Core  Creek,  Street's 
Ferry,  &c.  My  companies  have  not  yet  returned,  but  four  of  them  are 
expected  every  minute;  too  tired,  however,  to  move  by  the  Tuscarora 
roaxl  and  try  the  flank  of  any  enemy  that  may  be  there.  The  best  I  can 
do  will  be  to  strengthen  my  posts  and  wait  further  intelligence  and 
events.  Three  of  iny  companies  who  were  sent  to  examine  the  country 
near  the  Neuse  Eiver  and  Core  Creek  will  not  probably  be  back  to 
night. 

Meanwhile  I  have  no  immediate  use  for  the  locomotive  and  send  it 
in.  If  I  had  a  i'ew  fresh  troops  I  would  move  on  the  line  indicated,  Tus 
carora  and  Red  House  road. 

in  the  course  of  an  hour  or  so  I  shall  proceed  to  the  Eed  House. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  EICHTEE  JONES, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  OUTPOSTS, 

Marcli  14, 18G3. 
Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  from  information  received 
through  Captain  Willson,  Company  H,  whom  I  sent  on  a  reconnaissance 
at  3  p.  m.  this  morning,  I  learn  that  a  force  of  the  enemy,  not  supposed 
large,  are  on  Trent  road  near  the  Gully.  My  men  are  very  tired,  hav 
ing"  inarched  30  miles  yesterday,  and  returned  only  at  11  p.  m,  but  1 
shall  move  half  my  command  by  the  Tuscarora  road  to  re-enforce  the 
Trent  posts  and,  if  opportunity  be  offered,  attack  the  enemy's  flank  or 
front,  according  to  circumstances. 

Kespectltilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  EICHTEE  JONES, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Outposts. 

I  propose  holding  this  post  to  the  last  extremity,  even  to  the  risk  of 
having  to  cut  my  way  through,  and  then  shall  leave  a  garrison  in  my 
unfinished  block-house. 


HEADQUARTERS  OUTPOSTS, 

March  15,  [18G3J — 8  o'clock  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  : 

SIR  :  I  have  just  returned  from  a  reconnaissance  to  Deep  Gully,  &c. 
I  found  no  enemy  there,  nor  within  3  miles  beyond,  and  from  informa 
tion  I  obtained  it  would  seem  that  the  main  body  of  their  force  moved 
away  last  evening  and  the  residue  early  this  morning,  in  full  retreat, 

From  the  examination  I  made  they  had  eight  pieces  in  battery  in  the 
field  behind  the  Gully,  and  had  a  front  of  about  1,200  yards  deployed, 
enveloping  and  turning  our  Deep  Gully  position  on  both  flanks.  From 
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the  signs  oil  the  ground  made  by  the  recoil  of  pieces,  &c.,  they  fired  but 
little.  They  did  not  approach  the  lied  House  nor  move  on  the  lied 
House  road. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  RICHTER  JONES, 
Colonel  Fifty -eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 


HDQKS.  FIFTY-FIRST  MASSACHUSETTS  REGIMENT, 

Beaufort,  N.  C.,  March  15,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. : 

COLONEL  :  No  train  arriving  yesterday,  and  receiving  intelligence 
last  night  at  10  o'clock  from  Lieutenant- Colonel  Studley  that  New  Berne 
was  attacked,  I  went  up  on  hand-car  after  midnight  to  Newport  Bar 
racks,  thinking  there  might  be  trouble  there.  Found  everything  all 
right.  No  signs  of  the  enemy  in  that  vicinity.  About  5  miles  above,  at 
the  signal  station,  ti  single  rail  was  removed  from  the  track  by  a  small 
party  of  rebel  cavalry,  12  or  15  in  number.  The  number  is  verified  by 
different  persons.  I  traced  them  several  miles  from  the  railroad.  They 
passed  down  last  night  within  2  miles  of  the  track  about  5  p.  m.  and  re 
turned  at  8  p.  in.  Our  cavalry  companies  have  been  scouting,  and  no 
enemy  is  in  that  vicinity.  Are  on  the  alert  all  along  the  line. 
Yours,  truly, 

[A.  B.  E.]  SPKAGUE, 
Colonel  Fifty -first  Massachusetts. 


SUFFOLK,  March  16,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix : 

What  will  be  done  with  General  Dodge  1  I  wish  to  make  Spear  chief 
of  cavalry.  He  will  attempt  the  capture  of  the  guard  at  Washington, 
with  cavalry  and  infantry,  about  dawn,  although  roads  are  horrible. 

JOHN  J.  PECK. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  March  16,  1863. 
Muj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  AM 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.  : 
GENERAL:  Commander  Creighton  has  been  informed  that  there  are 
a  number  of  wagons  at  Gloucester  Court-House  and  the  vicinity  obtain 
ing  forage  and  provisions  for  the  rebel  forces ;  that  there  are  500  rebel 
cavalry  at  Gloucester  Court-House  and  1,000  rebel  cavalry  at  Saluda 
Court-House,  and  that  their  horses  are  in  a  very  bad  condition. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


WASHINGTON,  N.  C.,  March  16,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN  : 

COLONEL  :  I  send  with  this  a  note  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lyman, 
giving  you  all  the  information  he  has  been  able  to  obtain.     He  seems  to 
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have  no  apprehension  of  attack,  but  if  the  rebels  come  we  will  try  to 
give  them  a  warm  reception.  I  have  sent  my  men  to  quarter  on  Grice's 
plantation. 

Yours,  with  respect, 

FBANCIS  L.  LEE, 
Colonel  Forty-fourth  Eegt.  Massachusetts  Vol.  Militia. 

[Inclosure.] 

HEADQUARTERS, 

Washington,  N.  <7.,  March  16,  1863. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  HOFFMAN  : 

DEAR  SIR  :  I  have  to  report  that  I  know  nothing  of  the  movements 
of  the  enemy  except  that  we  have  heard  from  the  direction  of  Plymouth 
and  Williamston  and  nothing  doing  in  that  direction.  I  hear  of  noth 
ing  in  the  direction  of  Greenville  beyond  Tranter's  Creek  upon  the  op 
posite  side  of  the  Tar  Eiver.  I  hear  nothing  and  of  course  have  nothing 
to  report.  The  enemy  have  not  allowed  any  communications  across  the 
river  for  some  days.  Everything,  so  far  as  we  know,  about  our  lines 
remains  the  same  as  usual. 

I  am,  in  great  haste,  respectfully,  yours, 

LUKE  LYMA]ST, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


WASHINGTON,  K  C.,  March  16, 1863. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL  :  Since  my  first  note  I  am  informed  by  the  provost-marshal 
that  one  of  Mr.  Grice's  family  slaves  states  that  u  massa  says  the  d — d 
Yankees  will  smell  hell  here  before  next  Saturday  night." 

The  said  Grice  is  preparing  to  move  himself  and  family  out  to  a  plan 
tation  which  he  says  is  about  3  miles  out.  When  I  asked  him  why  he 
moved  he  said,  "Well,  it  is  best  for  a  family  man  to  be  in  a  quiet  place, 
and  when  the  lightning  plays  one  can't  tell  where  ifc  will  strike."  I  am 
informed  several  of  the  secesh  families  are  moving  from  the  place.  I 
may  feel  called  upon  to  detain  these  emigrants,  but  in  regard  to  that  I 
shall  consult  with  Colonel  Lyman. 

Colonel  Lyman  thinks  it  unwise  to  close  the  lines  to-night,  but  Grice's 
departure  will  depend  upon  what  we  may  learn  hereafter.  1  send  the 
above  for  what  it  is  worth,  thinking  you  perhaps  would  be  the  better 
judge  of  that. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FBANCIS  L.  LEE, 
Colonel  Forty-fourth  Eegt.  Massachusetts  Vol.  Militia. 


FORT  MONROE,  March  17, 1863. 
Major-General  PECK: 

I  do  not  intend  that  General  Dodge  shall  command  the  cavalry  force 
at  Suffolk.  I  shall  make  some  other  arrangement  if  he  is  put  on  duty 
in  my  command. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 
36  R  R— VOL  xvin 
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SUFFOLK,  VA.,  March  17,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  Commanding  Seventh  Corps  : 

You  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that  Lieutenant  Hill,  of  the  New  York 
Mounted  Eifles,  with  a  patrol  of  10  men,  captured  the  noted  forager, 
Brown,  and  6  men  between  Windsor  and  the  Blackwater.  Three  of  the 
rebels  escaped  in  the  woods.  Brown  has  managed  many  of  the  supply 
trains  of  General  Pryor.  The  tact  and  determination  evinced  by  this 
officer  and  his  party  deserve  the  favorable  notice  of  the  Government. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  17,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  "W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  most  respectfully  and  earnestly  request 
that  the  detachment  of  the  Eighteeenth  Army  Corps  now  in  the  Depart 
ment  of  the  South  be  ordered  to  return  here.  My  reasons  for  this  request 
are  the  accounts  from  PortEoyal  show  that  there  is  no  immediate  prospect 
of  a  movement  from  that  place,  and  the  withdrawal  of  troops  therefore 
would  not  be  detrimental  to  the  service;  also  the  enemy  are  in  large 
force  in  this  State  and  becoming  aggressive.  General  D.  H.  Hill  is  in 
immediate  command,  and  the  expressed  determination  of  General 
Longstreet  is  to  "  clean  out  the  Yankees  from  the  State  of  North  Caro 
lina/7  Again,  with  the  detachment  of  my  troops  returned  I  would  be 
able  to  make  some  important  movements  in  this  State,  cutting  the  rail 
road  again,  and,  if  a  movement  on  the  Blackwater  were  made  simulta 
neously,  perhaps  reaching  Weldon. 

The  enemy  have  a  moving  column  30,000  strong  and  with  abundance 
of  artillery.  They  should  be  met,  and  my  picked  troops  and  best  artil 
lery  being  absent  I  am  utterly  unable  to  do  so. 

I  trust,  general,  that  the  above  reasons  given  will  be  favorably  re 
ceived  by  you,  and  that  in  my  request  you  will  see  a  desire  for  the  good 
of  the  service.  I  consider  that  we  are  perfectly  able  to  act  on  the  de 
fensive  here,  but  with  the  return  of  my  detachment,  from  the  lack  of 
spirit  displayed  by  the  enemy  in  their  recent  demonstration,  I  feel  con 
fident  that  I  can  overpower  the  enemy  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

FORT  MONROE  VA., 

March  17,  1863—4  p.  in. 
Maj.  Gen.  AMBROSE  E.  BURNSIDE,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

The  First  and  Second  Divisions  are  here.  The  Third  Division,  Gen 
eral  Getty,  has  gone  to  Suffolk,  viz,  Ninth,  Eighty-ninth,  and  One  hun 
dred  and  third  New  York ;  Tenth  and  Thirteenth  New  Hampshire ; 
Eighth,  Eleventh,  Sixteeenth,  and  Twenty-first  Connecticut ;  Fourth 
and  Seventh  Ehode  Island,  and  Twenty-fifth  New  Jersey.  The  last  left 
to-day,  except  the  Ninth  New  York,  which  leaves  to-morrow.  General 
Willcox  commands  the  corps ;  Ferrero  the  post  of  Newport  News. 

WM.  H.  FEENCH, 

Captain. 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  OF  THE  ARMY,  ADJT.  GEN.'S  OFFICE, 
No.  125.  )  Washington,  March  17,  1863, 

******* 

III.  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  M.  Naglee,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  report  for 
duty  to  Major-General  Foster,  commanding  Department  of  North  Caro 
lina. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

By  command  of  Major-General  Halleck  : 

L.  THOMAS, 
Adjutant-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  YA., 

March  18,  1863 — 8.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK,  General-in-Chief: 

General  Peck  has  ascertained  by  very  authentic  testimony  that  the 
forces  on  the  Blackwater  are  from  27,000  to  30,000,  corresponding  with 
my  statement  last  evening.  A  portion  has  crossed  the  river  and  are 
intrenched  on  this  side.  Colonel  Spear  attacked  one  of  their  earth 
works  yesterday,  but  did  not  succeed  in  carrying  it.  Our  loss  is  tri 
lling.  We  captured  a  lieutenant,  and,  I  understand,  a  few  privates. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  YA.,  March  18, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK,  General-in-Chief: 

My  man  arrived  from  Eichmond  late  last  evening.  He  was  at  Staun- 
ton  on  the  7th.  General  Jones  was  in  command  with  35,000  men.  Near 
Culpeper  Court-House  there  were  1,800.  He  was  at  Fredericksburg  on 
the  9th.  The  enemy  had  one  hundred  and  seven  regiments  there, 
making,  as  he  thinks,  about  85,000.  The  regiments  have  been  strength 
ened  lately  by  conscripts.  At  Fort  Darling  there  are  about  7,000  ;  be 
tween  Fredericksburg  and  Kichmond  about  15,000 ;  below  Fredericks- 
burg  and  on  the  Blackwater,  28,000.  At  Eichmond  there  are  not  over 
3,000.  Wise,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  James  River,  on  the  Chickahominy, 
at  White  House,  and  Diascund  Bridge,  has  about  9,000.  The  enemy 
has  reoccupied  Fort  Powhatan,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  James  Eiver, 
with  4,000  men,  and  is  fortifying  strongly.  This  is  a  part  of  the  28,000 
between  Fredericksburg  and  the  Blackwater.  All  my  information  con 
firms  the  belief  that  every  man  capable  of  bearing  arms  that  could  be 
reached  in  the  insurgent  States  has  been  taken  up  by  the  conscription 

o  />-f" 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

FORT  MONROE,  YA., 

March  18,  1863—10  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  AMBROSE  E.  BURNSIDE: 

Eeceived  your  dispatch  of  yesterday.  Have  reported  to  General 
Dix.  He  informs  me  that  Getty's  division  has  been  sent  to  Suffolk. 
Wril!cox  and  Sturgis  are  still  at  Newport  News.  Shall  I  order  Getty 
and  Sturgis  ?  It  may  cause  a  little  delay  to  replace  Getty  at  Suffolk 
by  Willcox. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-  General. 
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WASHINGTON,  D.  C.,  March  18, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  G.  PAEKE: 

General  Halleck  says  to  take  Willcox's  and  Sturgis'  divisions.    Tell 
'-Getty  he  will  follow  very  soon. 

A.  E.  BUENSIDE, 

Major-  Genera  L 


FORT  MONROE,  YA.,  . 

March  18,  1863—8  p.  m. 
'Maj.  Gen.  AMBROSE  E.  BURNSIDE: 

Willcox  will  commence  the  embarkation  to-morrow.  General  Dix 
loaned  the  command  a  number  of  tents,  and  he  wishes  them  returned. 
Both  Willcox  and  Sturgis  will  require  shelter-tents.  I  will  get  their 
requisitions  and  forward  them  to  you.  General  Smith  is  absent.  I  will 
get  a  list  of  the  staff  belonging  to  the  corps  now  on  duty  with  it  and 
send  it  to  you  for  disposition. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-  General. 


NEWPORT  BARRACKS,  K  C.,  March  18, 1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN  : 

COLONEL:  I  have  learned  from  persons  who  have  come  from  the 
vicinity  of  Peletier's  Mills,  about  17  miles  from  here,  that  there  was  a 
large  force  of  cavalry  at  that  place  last  Saturday  night,  but  went  away 
Sunday — some  set  the  number  as  high  as  1,500 — and  that  General  Eob- 
ertson  was  in  command.  Their  wagons  were  left  at  Smith's  Mill  on 
White  Oak  Eiver.  It  is  said  there  was  a  brigade  in  that  vicinity,  but 
nothing  has  been  heard  of  them  since  Sunday.  The  two  companies  of 
cavalry  stationed  at  this  post  are  out  in  that  direction  (Peletier's)  to-day, 
with  instructions  to  learn  if  possible  what  troops  they  were. 
Yours,  &c., 

J.  M.  STUDLEY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  March  19,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix: 

One  brigade  of  Pickett's  division,  commanded  by  General  Bratton,  is 
at  Franklin  (the  First,  Fifth,  Sixth  South  Carolina,  and  First  South 
Carolina  Sharpshooters  constitute  a  part  of  his  command);  General 
Colston's  brigade  of  North  Carolina  and  Mississippi  troops  is  here — 
all  under  Longstreet,  who  is  near  Petersburg.  The  two  other  brigades 
of  Pickett's  are  near  the  railway,  some  miles  this  side  Petersburg. 
Baker's  cavalry  came  from  Ealeigh,  1,000  strong.  The  servant  of 
Colonel  Baker  says  that  General  Hill  would  attack  Kew  Berne  or  had 
already  done  so.  This  he  overheard. 

JOHK  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 
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FORT  MONROE,  March  19,  1863. 
Major-General  PECK: 

The  two  divisions  at  Newport  News  have  been  ordered  out  of  the 
department.  Getty's  remains  with  you.  New  Berne  has  been  feebly 
attacked.  The  rebels  have  retired.* 

JOHN  A.  BIX, 

Major-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA., 

March  19,  1863—5.10  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  AMBROSE  E.  BURNSIDE,  Commanding: 

One  brigade  of  Willcox's  division  is  embarked  and  part  of  the  second; 
also  a  battery  of.  artillery ;  but  it  is  not  proper  that  they  should  start. 
A  severe  snow-storm  set  in  this  morning  and  still  continues,  and  as  the 
steamers  will  have  to  wait  until  it  is  over  I  have  ordered  the  embar 
kation  to  be  postponed.  Shall  the  ammunition  and  ambulance  train  of 
the  First  Division  follow  the  division,  or  wait  until  the  Second  Division 
is  embarked?  General  Smith  is  still  absent.  The  chief  quartermaster 
has  not  yet  reported  for  duty;  went  west  with  General  Burns.  Cap 
tain  Van  Ness,  acting,  absent  on  leave.  Dr.  McDonald  is  absent  with 
leave ;  all  others  present.  Bowen,  Coale,  and  Ghambloss  were  assigned 
to  the  Ninth  Corps,  and  Babcock  to  the  Sixth,  by  orders  from  the  War 
Department  of  March  1.  It  appears  that  these  assignments  are  ordered 
by  the  President.  Should  not  therefore  those  remain  that  are  assigned 
to  the  Ninth  Corps  1  The  following  list  of  officers  composing  the  staff 
of  the  Ninth  Corps  was  furnished  me  by  Colonel  Bowen,  assistant  ad 
jutant-general:  Lieut.  Col.  N.  Bowen,  assistant  adjutant-general;  Lieut. 
Col.  O.  E.  Babcock,  assistant  inspector- general;  Lieut.  Col.  John  H. 
Coale,  chief  commissary ;  Colonel  Chambliss,  chief  quartermaster;  Dr. 
P.  A.  O'Connell,  acting  medical  director ;  Dr.  J.  E.  McDonald,  medical 
inspector;  First  Lieut.  O.  M.  Dearborn,  ordnance  officer;  First  Lieut. 
S.  N.  Benjamin,  acting  chief  of  artillery;  Capt.  T.  B.  Marsh,  chief  of 
ambulance  corps. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major- General. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA., 

March  20,  1863—12  noon. 
Maj.  Gen.  AMBROSE  E.  BURNSIDE: 

The  storm  still  continues  and  it  is  impossible  to  do  anything.  The 
transports  cannot  leave  on  account  of  the  storm.  As  soon  as  it  subsides 
I  will  start  the  transports  and  continue  the  embarkation.  The  men  now 
on  board  are  of  course  consuming  rations,  and  provision  should  be  made 
to  replenish  their  stock  in  Baltimore. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major -General. 
(Copy  to  General  Halleck.) 

SUFFOLK,  March  20, 1863. 
Maj  or- General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe  : 

The  storm  is  of  great  severity.  In  anticipation,  I  did  all  I  could  for 
the  comfort  of  Getty's  division.  A  deserter  from  Second  Mississippi 
came  in  last  night;  belongs  to  General  Davis'  brigade  of  Mississippians 

*  Some  matters  of  detail  omitted. 
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which  arrived  recently  from  Goldsborough,  N.  C.     Second,  Eleventh, 
and  Forty-second  Mississippi  are  part  of  brigade.    Says  he  is  sure  of 
four  brigades.     Some  North  Carolina  regiments  are  there  also.    Has 
family  in  Pontotoc,  Miss.,  and  is  tired  of  the  war. 
Have  sent  an  order  to  Lieutenant  James,  as  requested. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 

HDQRS.  FORTY-FOURTH  EEOT.  MASS.  VOL.  MILITIA, 

Washington,  N.  C.,  March  20,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps  : 
COLONEL  :  Since  my  note  of  March  16  I  have  deemed  it  prudent  to 
keep  the  lines  here  closed.  The  cavalry  have  made  daily  scouts  upon 
the  Jamestown  and  Greenville  roads,  and  we  have  gathered  only  this : 
That  it  seems  to  be  a  general  impression  upon  the  minds  of  all  the  in 
habitants,  white  and  black,  outside  the  rebel  lines,  that  we  are  likely  to 
be  attacked  at  any  time,  and  that  the  enemy  have  considerable  forces 
in  motion  in  this  vicinity. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Lyman  does  not  seem  to  think  there  is  much 
chance  of  an  attack;  still  I  have  thought  best  to  make  every  preparation 
in  my  power,  and  we  will  try  to  give  them  a  warm  reception  if  they  come. 
The  last  news  we  have  heard  of  the  enemy's  movements  was  that 
Fryer's  brigade  was  at  Greenville  on  Monday  and  that  Pettigrew's 
brigade  was  between  Swift  Creek  and  Greenville  on  Tuesday,  moving 
slowly  up  toward  that  place,  stripping  the  country  of  provisions  of  every 
description. 

To-day  we  have  a  report  of  the  supposed  presence  of  a  force  ("  right 
smart,"  be  that  large  or  small)  at  Tranter's  Creek.  I  will  venture  to 
suggest  that  if  you  have  any  reason  to  apprehend  any  immediate  attack 
here  a  battery  of  artillery,  say  Belger's,  and  a  company  of  cavalry 
would  greatly  strengthen  the  defense.  The  rain  has  been  heavy  here 
to-day  and  yesterday,  which  it  is  thought  may  delay  their  attack  if  they 
still  contemplate  one. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  L.  LEE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 

SUFFOLK,  March  21,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Nothing  new.  Storm  still  continues.  Snow  4  inches.  Is  it  not  time 
for  your  peddler  [spy]  to  return?  He  will  be  able  to  report  much  in 
formation,  especially  about  matters  on  this  side  James  River. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-General. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 
Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  March  21,  1863—5  p.  in. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Fortress  Monroe,  Va. : 

Reconnaissance  to-day  shows  no  occupation  of  the  old  rebel  forts  at 
Day's  Point  and  Burwell's  Bav  on  the  right  bank  of  James  River. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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FORT  MONROE,  March  22, 1863. 
Major- General  PECK: 

My  man  has  been  here  and  has  gone  to  Baltimore.  He  says  there 
are  28,000  men  between  New  London*  and  the  New  York.*  When  they 
find  the  Ninth  Army  Corps  withdrawn  from  Newport  News  they  may 
reduce  their  force. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


HDQRS.  FORTY-FOURTH  BEGKT.  MASS.  VOL.  MILITIA., 

Washington,  N.  0.,  March  23,  1863. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

COLONEL  :  On  Saturday  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lyman  notified  me  that 
he  had  received  intelligence  from  what  he  considered  "good  authority" 
that  the  enemy  had  "  moved  away  from  our  front "  ;  that  a  large  force 
was  10  miles  from  us  last  Monday,  but  had  disappeared. 

Of  course  that  may  or  may  not  be  correct,  but  I  should  judge  by  all 
we  can  learn  that  it  is  true.  Yesterday  Colonel  Lyman  learned  at  old 
Mr.  Griertfs  that  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  under  Hooker,  had  crossed 
the  Bappahanuock;  but  we  can  get  no  papers,  as  the  rebels  allow  no 
one  to  pass  through  their  lines  and  no  mail  matter  to  pass  out. 

I  would  remind  you  that  we  left  New  Berne  at  two  hours'  notice  and 
with  no  idea  of  a  longer  stay  than  ten  days'  rations  implied.  You  told 
me  that  you  should  probably  send  a  boat  up  to  bring  us  back  on  Sun 
day,  the  22d.  We  not  only  had  no  time  to  pack  up  our  property  which 
we  left  behind,  but  we  brought  nothing  but  a  spare  under-suit  and  the 
men  not  even  that,  as  they  were  ordered  to  take  only  blankets.  In 
this  condition  we  are  extremely  uncomfortable,  and  the  men  will  soon 
become  sick  on  account  of  unavoidable  filth.  I  would  therefore  venture 
to  suggest  that  to  avoid  sickness  the  regiment  should  be  recalled  when 
ever  it  may  be  thought  that  this  place  is  safe  from  attack. 
I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEANCIS  L.  LEE, 
Colonelj  Commanding  Post. 

I  send  by  this  boat  the  men  detailed  for  the  census  business. 

LEE, 

Colonel. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  OF  THE  ARMY,  ADJT.  GEN.'S  OFFICE, 
No.  136.  j  Washington  March  23,  1863. 

####*## 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  L.  Yiele,  United  States  Volunteers,  is  hereby  re 
lieved  from  duty  in  the  Department  of  Virginia,  and  will  report  in  per 
son  without  delay  to  Maj.  Gen.  D.  Hunter,  United  States  Volunteers, 

commanding  Department  of  the  South,  for  duty. 

#  *  #  *  #*'*  # 

By  command  of  Major-General  Halleck : 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  Genera  I. 

*  Cipher. 
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FORT  MONROE,  March  26,  1863. 
Major-Gen eral  HALLECK  : 

General-in-  Chief : 

I  have  received  the  order  relieving  General  Viele,  but  no  one  is  as 
signed  to  the  position  of  Military  Governor  of  Norfolk.  It  is  a  place 
always,  and  especially  at  this  moment,  of  the  greatest  importance  and 
delicacy,  and  it  needs  a  man  of  promptness,  decision,  prudence,  integrity, 
and  capacity  to  bear  labor  and  annoyance.  I  am  trying  by  a  military 
commission  incendiaries,  blockade  runners,  and  other  malefactors,  and 
though  the  sentences  are  not  divulged,  it  is  understood  that  they  are 
very  severe.  I  subjoin  a  dispatch  from  General  Viele,  just  received : 

NORFOLK,  March  26,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

If  the  regiment  you  spoke  of  sending  here  could  come  at  once  I  think  it  would  be 
well.  An  attack  was  made  last  night  on  the  pickets  at  Fort  Norfolk.  Dr.  Green,  the 
rebel  surgeon,  withdrew  his  parole  at  dark  and  requested  to  be  confined.  This  excited 
suspicion,  and  the  pickets  were  doubled.  At  the  same  time  an  attempt  was  made  to 
fire  the  public  stores  in  the  city.  I  have  taken  stringent  measures.  I  think  the  ar 
rest  and  trial  of  Spence  and  Drurnmond  and  others  has  excited  their  friends  to  organize 
for  their  release.  I  have  directed  that  all  fire-arms  shall  be  at  once  delivered  to  the 
provost-marshal,  and  shall  allow  no  ojae  in  the  streets  after  9  o'clock. 

EGBERT  L.  VIELE, 

Brig  adier-  Genera  L 

I  have  in  my  possession  one  of  the  combustibles  with  which  it  was 
attempted  to  fire  the  public  stores,  very  artistically  constructed.  The 
theater  is  to  be  closed  to-night,  and  the  streets  ordered  to  be  cleared  at 
9  o'clock. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 


FORT  MONROE,  March  26, 1863. 
Major- General  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief: 

I  will  not  leave  until  everything  is  quiet  and  until  General  Keyes  re 
turns.  It  is  very  important  that  he  should  come  back  as  soon  as  possible. 
General  Busteed  asked  my  permission  this  morning  to  burn  Williams- 
burg. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


YORKTOWN,  March  26,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

GENERAL  :  A  telegram  has  just  reached  me  that  our  pickets  at  Will- 
iamsburg  were  fired  on  this  morning -by  a  number  of  the  enemy's  in 
fantry.  A  continual  warfare  of  this  character  is  kept  up  against  us  at 
and  about  the  town.  I  am  of  the  deliberate  judgment  that  the  only  way 
of  our  immunity  lies  in  the  destruction  of  Williamsburg,  and  if  you  will 
approve  it  I  would  give  the  inhabitants  notice  that  upon  a  repetition  of 
these  attacks  the  place  should  be  destroyed.  The  town  is  a  stronghold 
of  rank  traitors. 

KICHARD  BUSTEED, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
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FORTRESS  MONROE,  VA.,  March  26,  [1863]. 
General  BUSTEED,  Yorlctown: 

Our  troops  at  Williamsburg  must  defend  themselves  as  long  as  they 
can  and  drive  off  assailants.  We  must  not  destroy  towns  unless  they 
are  actually  taken  possession  of  by  the  enemy,  and  then  not  unless  ab 
solutely  necessary  for  our  own  safety. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  NEW  YORK  CAVALRY, 

New  Berne,  March  26,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  the  accom 
panying  order  I  left  New  Berne  yesterday  morning  at  7  o'clock  and  ar 
rived  at  Mill  Creek  at  10.45  a.  m. ;  finding  the  bridge  entirely  destroyed,  I 
awaited  the  arrival  of  the  pioneer  corps ;  the  bridge  not  being  completed 
until  night,  we  remained  in  bivouac  on  this  side  of  the  creek  until  6 
o'clock  this  morning,  when  I  moved  the  column  to  McDaniePs  planta 
tion,  4  miles  beyond  Pollocksville;  arriving  at  which  place  I  dispatched 
a  squadron  and  one  howitzer  under  Major  Fitz  Simmons  to  Young's 
Cross-Eoads  and  a  like  command  under  Captain  Pond  to  Trenton, 
giving  each  officer  instructions  in  compliance  with  the  order  and  verbal 
instructions  from  you.  Between  the  hours  of  11  and  12  the  officers 
above  named  reported  back  to  me,  each  reporting  that  there  had  been 
no  vestige  of  Confederate  troops  in  that  vicinity  for  several  days  past. 
I  immediately  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  New  Berne,  arriving  here  at 
5  o'clock  this  evening. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  MeNary,  in 
command  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-second  and  One  hundred  and 
fifty-eighth  New  York  Volunteers,  obeyed  every  request  made  by  me. 
I  regret,  colonel,  my  inability  to  perform  the  "big  thing"  you  desired. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  LEWIS, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 

[In  closure.] 

NEW  BERNE,  March  24, 1863. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  LEWIS, 

Commanding  Third  New  York  Cavalry: 

COLONEL:  Information  has  been  received  that  a  pontoon  train  is  en 
route  for  the  White  Oak  Eiver.  You  will  therefore  proceed  with  six 
companies  cavalry  and  Allis'  battery  to-morrow  a.  m.  to  Pollocksville ; 
gather  all  the  information  you  can  of  any  movements  of  this  train ; 
ascertain  their  purpose,  if  possible,  and  endeavor  to  intercept  or  catch 
them.  Bring  the  train  in,  if  practicable;  if  not,  burn  it. 

You  will  necessarily  use  your  own  judgment  in  carrying  out  this  move 
ment.    An  infantry  regiment  will  be  sent  toward  and  to  Pollocksville. 
The  best  way  to  take  the  train,  if  there  be  no  evidence  of  trap,  is  the 
main  object;  the  secondary  one  to  ascertain  what  the  object  of  the 
enemy  is  in  sending  the  train  to  White  Oak  Kiver. 
By  order  of  Brigadier  General  Palmer: 

SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  March  27, 1863. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

General  Viele  was  ordered  south,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
under  impression  that  General  King  was  sufficient  at  Norfolk.  General 
Hunter  is  much  in  want  of  generals.  If  you  deem  General  Yiele's 
services  so  necessary  at  present  you  can  suspend  the  execution  of  the 
order. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  March  27,  1863. 
Col.  J.  0.  KELTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

The  regiments  and  batteries  of  the  Ninth  Corps  remaining  under  my 
command  are  as  follows,  and  compose  the  Third  Division  of  that  corps, 
now  at  Suffolk,  commanded  by  General  Getty :  First  Brigade,  consist 
ing  of  Ninth  New  York,  Eighty-ninth  New  York,  One  hundred  and 
third  New  York,  and  Tenth  New  Hampshire ;  Second  Brigade,  consist 
ing  of  Eighth,  Eleventh,  Fifteenth,  and  Sixteenth  Connecticut  5  and 
Third  Brigade,  consisting  of  Twenty-first  Connecticut,  Thirteenth  New 
Hampshire,  Twenty-fifth  New  Jersey,  and  Fourth  Ehode  Island.  Artil 
lery  consists  of  Battery  A,  Fifth  United  States,  and  A,  First  Pennsyl 
vania. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  March  28,  1863. 
Capt.  C.  B.  WILDER, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Superintendent  of  Contrabands  : 

Captain  Wilder  is  authorized  to  take  possession  of  the  farm  of  Jef 
ferson  Sinclair,  an  absentee  disloyalist,  and  the  buildings  thereon.  If 
the  present  occupant,  Mr.  William  H.  Lynch,  will  take  the  oath  of  alle 
giance  and  agree  to  pay  quarterly  in  advance  such  rent  as  Captain 
Wilder  may  deem  fair  for  twenty  acres  of  the  land  and  such  portion  of 
the  dwelling  as  he  needs,  Mr.  Wilder  may  allow  him  to  do  so ;  the 
same  also  of  the  Fayette  Sinclair  farm  and  its  occupant,  Mr.  Charles 
L.  Collier ;  the  same  of  Messrs.  Hicks  and  Bo  wen,  on  the  Booker  Jones 
farm  ;  the  same  of  the  farms  of  Benjamin  Hudgins,  Eliza  Jones,  John 
and  Helen  Moore,  Levin  Winder,  John  Winder,  William  Smith,  Robert 
Hudgins ;  the  George  Booker  farm — not,  however,  disturbing  the  How 
ard  family;  the  Lowry  farm,  the  Watts  farm,  the  farm  of  B.  Howard, 
called  the  Stakes  farm,  occupied  by  Mr.  Host,  and  the  Armstead  farm, 
occupied  by  Hicks.  The  colored  persons  on  these  farms,  if  any,  must 
come  under  Mr.  Wilder's  system  of  labor.  The  white  tenants  who  will 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  engage  to  pay  rent  as  aforesaid  are  not 
to  be  expelled,  but  only  to  be  limited  to  such  portions  of  land  and 
shelter  as  they  require  for  their  comfortable  support,  and  are  to  be  no 
tified  that  any  act  of  disorder  or  outrage  will  be  visited  with  immediate 
removal  as  well  as  with  legal  penalties. 

Captain  Wilder  will  report  to  the   provost-judge  his  proceedings 
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under  this  order  and  will  attend  to  the  collection  and  payment  into 
court  of  the  rents.    He  will  take  and  report  an  inventory  of  all  personal 
property  belonging  to  each  estate,  and  not  allow  any  property  to  be 
removed,  except  on  his  written  permit,  without  General  Dix's  orders. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Dix : 

[JOHN  A.  BOLLES,] 
Major  and  Aide-de-Camp,  Provost-Judge. 


SUFFOLK,  YA.,  March  28, 1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Have  just  returned  from  Western  Branch  by  water.  Found  a  deserter 
there.  Several  came  in  this  morhing.  All  agree  with  the  statements 
made  heretofore  of  not  less  than  12,000  or  15,000  immediately  on  the 
river ;  expecting  more.  General  Longstreet  was  there  last  week  and 
with  Jenkins  came  over  at  Blackwater  Bridge  and  recrossed  near  Zuni. 
Your  new  regiment  of  Yirginia  near  Zuni.  Cavalry  force  increased  by 
another  regiment. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


SUFFOLK,  March  28, 1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

You  are  at  liberty  to  say  to  General  Halleck  that  I  concur  with  your 
views  touching  the  command  of  the  cattle  [cavalry?]  as  expressed  in  your 
telegram  of  this  date. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major -General. 


SUFFOLK,  March  28,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Have  just  returned  from  below  the  Western  Branch  with  gunboat. 
Yesterday  rode  over  the  east  side  with  my  horse,  devoting  the  day.  Can 
be  crossed  most  anywhere  with  three  pontoons.  Shall  commence  works 
at  the  point  selected  by  the  rebels  for  the  new  road.  Their  piles  were 
down  for  the  bridge.  We  have  removed  most  of  them.  The  position 
is  half  way,  or  4  miles  by  water,  while  only  two  direct  corn  [roads].  One 
air  [brigade]  or  two  regiments  there  will  make  the  line  secure. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  YA.,  March  30,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

A  sergeant  of  the  engineers  deserted  Saturday  night  to  the  enemy. 
He  has  been  on  the  works  all  the  time  and  can  give  much  valuable  in 
formation.  Sharp  fellow,  and  probably  has  been  bought. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 
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HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  March  30,  3863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina : 

GENERAL  :  I  received  your  letter  in  regard  to  occupying  the  District 
of  North  Carolina  north  of  Albemarle  Sound  and  east  of  the  Chowan 
River  and  forwarded  it  to  the  General-in-Chief,  not  being  authorized 
to  send  troops  out  of  this  department  except  in  cases  of  emergency  and 
for  temporary  purposes. 

I  also  received  yours  of  the  25th,  dated  Chowan  Eiver,  &c.,  and  im 
mediately  telegraphed  to  the  General-in-Chief  a  summary  account  of 
the  expedition  of  Colonel  Brown,  of  the  Forty-second  North  Carolina 
Regiment,  and  its  results. 

It  will  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  co-operate  with  you  in  every  way 
possible  in  furtherance  of  the  objects  of  the  Government. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  GeneraL 


Internal  and  Coastwise  Intercourse. 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  13, 1801? 
I  did  by  proclamation,  dated  August  16,  1861,  declare  that  the  inhab 
itants  of  the  States  of  Georgia,  South  Carolina,  Virginia,  North  Caro 
lina,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Texas,  Arkansas,  Mississippi,  and 
Florida  (except  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Virginia  lying  west  of 
the  Alleghany  Mountains,  and  of  such  other  parts  of  that  State,  and 
the  other  States  hereinbefore  named,  as  might  maintain  a  loyal  adhesion 
to  the  Union  and  the  Constitution,  or  might  be  from  time  to  time  occu 
pied  and  controlled  by  forces  of  the  United  States  engaged  in  the  dis 
persion  of  said  insurgents)  were  in  a  state  of  insurrection  against  the 
United  States,  and  that  all  commercial  intercourse  between  the  same 
and  the  inhabitants  thereof,  with  the  exceptions  aforesaid,  and  the  citi 
zens  of  other  States  and  other  parts  of  the  United  States  was  unlawful, 
and  would  remain  unlawful  until  such  insurrection  should  cease  or  be 
suppressed,  and  that  all  goods  and  chattels,  wares  and  merchandise 
coming  from  any  of  said  States,  with  the  exceptions  aforesaid,  into  other 
parts  of  the  United  States  without  the  license  and  permission  of  the 
President,  through  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  proceeding  to  any 
of  said  States,  with  the  exceptions  aforesaid,  by  land  or  water,  together 
with  the  vessel  or  vehicle  conveying  the  same  to  or  from  said  States, 
with  the  exceptions  aforesaid,  would  be  forfeited  to  the  United  States. 
And  whereas  experience  has  shown  that  the  exceptions  made  in  and 
by  said  proclamation  embarrass  the  due  enforcement  of  said  act  of  July 
13, 1861,  and  the  proper  regulation  of  the  commercial  intercourse  au 
thorized  by  said  act  with  the  loyal  citizens  of  said  States : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  Presidentof  the  United  States,  do 
hereby  revoke  the  said  exceptions,  and  declare  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
States  of  Georgia,  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Alabama, 
Louisiana,  Texas,  Arkansas,  Mississippi,  Florida,  and  Virginia  (except 
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the  forty-eight  counties  of  Virginia  designated  as  West  Virginia,  and 
except  also  the  ports  of  New  Orleans,  Key  West,  Port  Boyal  and  Beau 
fort  in  North  Carolina)  are  in  a  state  of  insurrection  against  the  United 
States,  and  that  all  commercial  intercourse,  not  licensed  and  conducted 
as  provided  in  said  act,  between  the  said  States  and  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  with  the  exceptions  aforesaid,  and  the  citizens  of  other  States 
and  other  parts  of  the  United  States,  is  unlawful  and  will  remain  un 
lawful  until  such  insurrection  shall  cease  or  has  been  suppressed,  and 
notice  thereof  has  been  duly  given  by  proclamation;  and  all  cotton, 
tobacco,  and  other  products,  and  all  other  goods  and  chattels,  wares 
and  merchandise  coming  from  any  of  said  States,  with  the  exceptions 
aforesaid,  into  other  parts  of  the  United  States,  or  proceeding  to  any 
of  said  States,  with  the  exceptions  aforesaid,  without  the  license  and 
permission  of  the  President,  through  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  will, 
together  with  the  vessel  or  vehicle  conveying  the  same,  be  forfeited  to 
the  United  States. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed.  Done  at  the  city  of  Washington 
this  31st  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1863,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America  the  eighty-seventh. 

By  the  President : 

A.  LINCOLN. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 

Secretary  of  State. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  March  31, 1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Yesterday  the  enemy  came  over  to  the  vicinity  of  Carrsville  with  one 
or  two  regiments  of  infantry  for  the  purpose  of  ambuscading  our  patroll 
ing  parties.  They  were  secreted  in  woods  on  both  roads,  about  2  miles 
this  side  the  place.  Major  Corndg,  with  some  160  men,  was  on  his  way 
to  Carrsville  to  return  by  the  Deserted  House.  His  advance  of  20  men, 
under  a  lieutenant,  passed  the  center  of  the  lines,  when  the  enemy  showed 
themselves ;  singular  to  say,  all  escaped  save  one. 

Our  cavalry  pickets  expected  an  attack  last  night,  but  all  passed  in 
quiet. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  CO$PS, 

Yorktoivn,  March  31,  1863. 

Colonel  LEWIS,  Commanding  at  Williamsburg : 

Let  me  hear  at  once  all  you  know  of  the  enemy's  present  force  and 
position. 

In  case  of  an  attack  in  force  send  down  the  public  property.  Hold 
Fort  Magruder  and  shell  the  town  the  moment  an  armed  enemy  is 
known  to  be  within  it. 

Let  me  hear  from  you  frequently  so  long  as  the  enemy  remains  in 
your  neighborhood. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major-  General. 
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Abstract  from  Tri-monthly  Return  of  the  Department  of  Virginia  (Seventh  Army  Corps}, 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix  commanding,  for  March  31,  1863  (headquarters  Fort  Monroe, 
Fa.). 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

1 

% 

Aggregate  present  and 
absent. 

Aggregate  last  return. 

Pieces  of  field  artillery. 

Present  for  duty  equipped. 

Infantry. 

Cavalry. 

Artillery. 

Officers. 

1 

Officers. 

p 

| 

1 

Officers. 

a 

<o 

Headquarters  Fort    Monroe.  — 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix  

Fort  Monroe.—  Col.  S.  M.  Al- 
ford: 
Infantry            .            ... 

16 

20 



16 

18 

828 

28 

18 

I 

522 

710 
28 

828 
28 

.... 

20 

522 

Attached  garrison  ......... 

Tofal  

20 

522 

--    

651 
69 
314 

738 

-'     '       - 

729 
78 
364 

856 

777 
84 
379 

856 



20 

522 
677 

I 

Camp    Hamilton.  —  Col.    An 
thony  Conk: 
Infantry  ................... 

--  - 

1  

29 
3 
10 

777 
86 
374 

.... 

30 

3 

69 

Artillery  

14 

326 

Total   

1 

42 

1,034 

1,171 

1,240 

1,237 

.... 

30 

677 
2,536 

3 

69 

14 

326 

Norfolk.—  Brig.  Gen.  E.  L.Viele  : 

136 
2 
4 

2,561 
49 
138 

3,090 
60 
154 

3,232 
88 
167 

3,212 

88 
167 



120 

Cavalry 

2 

49 

Artillery  

6 

4 

138 

Total    

142 

640 
66 
28 

2,748 

3,  304J  3,  487 

3,467 

6  |     120 

2,536 
11,  756 

2 

49 

4 

138 

Suffolk.—  Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.Peck: 

11,75214,250 
1,510   2,015 
1,001   1,142 

17,  457 
2,255 
1,254 

17,  599 
2,257 
1,257 

.  •  .  . 

4 

40 

637 

Cavalry 

66 

1,510 

Artillery.  .................. 

28 

1,012 

Total  

734 

199 

47 
16 

14,  263 

2,920 
972 
356 

17,  407 

20,  966  21,  113 

44 

637 

11,  756   66   1,  510 

28 

1,012 

Tor  kt  own.—  Maj.  Gen.  E.   D. 
Key  es  : 
Infantry  .......        .  . 

3,566 
1,225 
440 

4,168 
1,397 
609 

4,174 
1,408 
616 

.... 

199 

2,920 

47 

1,067 

Artillery  

28 

16 

359 

Total 

262 

4,248 

5,231 

6,174 

6,198 

28 

199 

2,920   47 

1,067 

16 

359 

Independent   Battalion    New 
York  Volunteers.* 

Grand  total  

197 

1,216 

1,006 

22,  815 

27,  867  32,  741  33,  086 

78 

18,411118 

2,695 

62 

1,835 

Organization  of  troops  in  the  Department  of  Virginia,  Maj.  Gen.  John 
A.  Dix,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding,  March  31,  1863. 

FORT  MONROE. 

Col.  S.  M.  ALFORD. 

3d  New  York. 
CAMP  HAMILTON. 

Col.  ANTHONY  CONK. 

139th  New  York,  Col.  Anthony  Conk. 

llth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Company  C,  Capt.  John  Cassels. 
3d    Pennsylvania  Artillery  (battalion),  Maj.  John  A.  Darling. 

*  Maj.  J.  C.  Brown  commanding,  left  March  30  for  Department  of  the  South. 
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NORFOLK. 
Brig.  Gen.  EGBERT  L.  VIELE. 

148th  New  York,  Col.  William  Johnson. 
173d  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Daniel  Nagle. 
177th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  H.  J.  Brady. 

19th  Wisconsin,  Lieut.  Col.  C.  Whipple. 

llth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Company  F,  Capt.  B.  B.  Mitchell. 
7th  New  York  Battery,  Capt.  P.  C.  Regan. 


SUFFOLK. 


Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  J.  PECK. 


PECK'S  DIVISION. 


Corcoran^  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  MICHAEL  CORCORAN. 

69th  New  York,  Col.  M.  Murphy. 
155th  New  York,  Col.  William  McEvily. 
164th  New  York,  Col.  J.  P.  McMahon. 
170th  New  York,  Col.  J.  P.  Mclvor. 


Terry's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  D.  TERRY. 

99th  New  York,  Col.  D.  W.  Wardrop. 
130th  New  York,  Col.  Alfred  Gibbs. 
1st  New  York  Battalion  Sharpshooters, 

Capt.  Thomas  Bradley. 
167th  Pennsylvania,    Lieut.   Col.    J.    D. 
Davis. 


Foster*  Brigade. 
Col.  R.  S.  FOSTER. 

13th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  C.  J.  Dobbs. 
6th  Massachusetts,  Col.  A.  S.  Follansbee. 
112th  New  York,  Col.  J.  C.  Drake. 
165th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  C.  H.  Buehler. 
166th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  A.  J.  Fulton. 


GETTY'S  DIVISION. 
Brig.  Gen.  GEORGE  W.  GETTY. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  HARRISON  S.  FAIRCHILD. 

10th  New  Hampshire,  Col.  M.  T.  Dono- 

hoe. 

9th  New  York,  Col.  R.  C.  Hawkins. 
89th  New  York,  Capt.  Joseph  Morrison. 
103d    New  York,  Col.  B.  Ringold. 

Second  Brigade. 
Col.  EDWARD  HARLAND. 

8th  Connecticut,   Lieut.   Col.   John  E. 

Ward. 

llth  Connecticut,  Col.  G.  A.  Stedman,  jr. 
15th  Connecticut,    Lieut.    Col.    Samuel 

Tolles. 
16th  Connecticut,  Col.  Frank  Beach. 


Third  Brigade. 
Col.  A.  H.  DUTTON. 

21st  Connecticut,  Maj.  H.  B.  Crosby. 
13th  New  Hampshire,  Col.  A.  F.  Stevens. 
25th  New  Jersey,  Col.  A.  Derrom. 
4th  Rhode  Island,  Lieut.  Col.  M.  P.  Buf- 
fum. 

Artillery. 

1st  Pennsylvania,  Battery  A,  Capt.  J.  G. 

Simpson. 
5th  U.  S.,  Battery  A,  Lieut.  James  Gil- 

liss. 
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UNASSIGNED. 

1st  New  York  Mounted  Rifles,  Lieut.  Col.  B.  F.  Onderdonk. 
llth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Col.  Samuel  P.  Spear. 
7th,  Massachusetts  Battery,  Captain  P.  A.  Davis. 
3d   Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery  (battalion),  Capt.  John  A.  Blake. 
4th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Batttery  D,  Capt.  F.  M.  Follett. 
4th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  L,  Lieut.  H.  C.  Hasbrouck. 
2d    Wisconsin  Battery,  Capt.  Charles  Beger. 
4th  Wisconsin  Battery,  Capt.  John  F.  Vallee. 


YORK!  OWN. 


Maj.  Gen.  ERASMUS  D.  KEYES. 


Busteed's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  RICHARD  BUSTEED. 

4th  Delaware,  Col.  A.  H.  Grimshaw. 
168th  New  York,  Col.  William  R.  Brown. 
169th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Lewis  W.  Smith. 
178th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  James  Johnson. 
179th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  William  H. 
Blair. 


Unassigned. 

172d  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Charles  Kleck- 
ner. 

2d  Massachusetts  Cavalry  (First  Bat 
talion),  Maj.  C.  Crowninshield. 

6th  New  York  Cavalry  (Third  Battal 
ion),  Maj.  W.  P.  Hall. 

5th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Lieut".  Col. 
William  Lewis. 

1st  New  York  Artillery,  Batteries  F  and 
H,  Capts.  W.  R.  Wilson  and  C. 
E.  Mink. 

8th  New  York  Battery,  Capt.  Butler 
Fitch. 

1st  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  Batteries  E 
and  H,  Lieut.  C.  B.  Brockway 
and  Capt.  Andrew  Fagan. 

5th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  M,  Capt. 
James  McKnight. 


Abstract  from  Monthly  Return  of  the  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster 
commanding,  for  the  month  of  March,  1863  (headquarters  New  Berne,  N.  C.). 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  pres 
ent. 

t! 

fS 

11 

II 

11 

II 
If 
*l 

Pieces    of 
artillery. 

Officers. 

1 

! 

•d 

I 

Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster. 
First  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  Palmer  

20 
233 

20 
6,468 

20 
7,286 
6,653 
5,708 
5,884 
6,220 
2,165 
914 
661 

19 
7,368 
6,653 
5,721 
6,116 
6,  472 
2,206 
981 
986 

5,181 

Second  Division,  Btig.  Gen.  H.  M.  Na^lee  

Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  O.  S.  Ferry... 

20 
154 
213 
30 
88 
12 

553 
2,  159 
4,310 
742 
619 
382 

698 
2,692 
5,090 
930 
752 
455 

Fourth  Division,  Brig,  Gen.  H.  W.  Wessells  
Fifth  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  H.  Prince  

Artillery  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  Ledlie  

83 

68 
2 

3d  New  York  Cavalry  Col.  S.  H  Mix 

1st  North  Carolina  

Grand  total  

720 

13,  946 

17,  105 

35,  411 

36,  022 

83 

70 
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Organization  of  troops  in  the  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  Department  of  North 
Carolina,  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster,  for  March,  1863.* 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  INNIS  N.  PALMER  commanding. 

First  Brigade.  \  Second  Brigade. 

\ 
Col.  T.  J.  C.  AMORY  commanding:.  Col.  II.  C.  LEE  command iu<r. 


17 th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  F.  Fel 
lows. 

43d  Massachusetts,  Col.  Charles  L.  Hoi- 
brook. 

45th  Massachusetts,  Col.  Charles  R.  Cod- 


5th  Massachusetts,  Col.  George  II.  Peir- 

son. 

25th  Massachusetts,  Col.  Josiah  Pickett. 
27th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  Luke  Ly- 

man. 
46th  Massachusetts,  Col.  W.  S.  Shurtleff. 


51st  Massachusetts,  Col.  A.  B.  R.  Sprague. 

SECOND  DIVISION.^ 
Brig.  Geu.  CHARLES  A.  HECKMAN  commanding. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  JACOB  J.  DE  FOREST  commanding. 

23d   Massachusetts,     Lieutenant-Colonel 

Elwell. 

9th  New  Jersey,  Col.  Abram  Zabriskie. 
81st  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  William,  C. 

Raulston. 
98th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  F.  F.  Wead. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  W.  W.  H.  DAVIS  commanding. 

llth  Maine,  Col.  II.  M.  Plaisted. 

52d    Pennsylvania,  Col.  John  C.  Dodge, 

Jr- 
104th  Pennsylvania,    Lieut.    Col.    T.    D. 

Hart. 
Independent  New  York  Battalion,  Lieut. 

Col.  Felix  Comfort. 


THIRD  DIVISION. 
Brig.  Geu.  ORRIS  S.  FERRY  commanding. 


First  Brigade.]. 
Col.  J.  B.  HOWELL  commanding. 

56th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  J.  Wheeler. 
58th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  J.  R.  Jones. 
85th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Ed w.  Campbell. 


174th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  John  Nyee. 

FOURTH  DIVISION. 
Col.  T.  F.  LEIIMANN  commanding. 


Second  Brigade.* 
Col.  FRANCIS  A.  OSBORN  commanding. 

39th  Illinois,  Col.  T.  O.  Osborn. 
62d    Ohio,  Col.  F.  B.  Pond. 
67th  Ohio,  Col.  A.  C.  Voris. 
176th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  A.  A.  Lechler. 


Detachment  Second  Brigade. 
Col.  FRANCIS  L.  LEE  commanding. 

10th  Connecticut     (detachment),    Lieut. 

W.  W.  Webb. 
24th  Massachusetts  (detachment),  Lieut. 

T.  F.  Edmands. 

hans.  !  44th  Massachusetts,    Lieut.    Col.    E.    C. 

101st  Pennsylvania,  Col.  David  B.Morris.  Cabot. 

103d    Pennsylvania,   Lieut.   Col.    W.    C.  |     5th  Rhode  Island,  Col.  H.  T.  Sissou. 
Maxwell. 


First  Brigade. 

• 
Col.  J.  S.  BELKNAP  commanding. 

85th  New  York,  Maj.  R.  V.  King. 
92d    New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Hiram  An 
derson. 
96th  New  York,   Maj.  Charles   H.   Bur- 


*  Compiled  from  division  and  brigade  returns.' 

t  Detailed  in  Department  of  the  South. 

t  It  appears  from  brigade  return  that  these  two  brigades  were  consolidated  into 
one  by  General  Hunter's  order  of  March  26,  1863.  All  these  regiments  except  the 
Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  detailed  in  Department  of  the  South. 
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FIFTH  DIVISION. 
Brig.  Gen.  HENRY  PRINCE  commanding. 


First  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  F.  B.  SPINOLA  commanding. 

158th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  D.  B.  HcKibbin. 
168th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Joseph  Jack. 
171st  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Everard  Bierer. 
175th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Samuel  A.  Dyer. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  JAMES  JOURDAN  commanding. 

od   Massachusetts,    Col.    S.    P.    Rich 
mond. 

8th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  Hud 
son. 

132d   New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  G.  H.  Hitch 
cock. 

158th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  Mc- 
Nary. 

ARTILLERY  BRIGADE  (Eighteenth  Army  Corps). 
Lieut.  Col.  CHARLES  H.  STEWART  commanding. 

3d    New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  H.  Stewart. 
23d    New  York  Independent  Battery,  Capt.  Alfred  Ransom. 
24th  New  York  Independent  Battery,  Capt.  Jay  E.  Lee. 

1st  Rhode  Island,  Battery  F,  Capt.  James  Belger. 

1st  U.  S.,  Company  C,  Lieut.  William  K.  Pollock. 


HEADQUATERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Neiv  Berne,  N.  C.,  April  1,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  LORENZO  THOMAS, 

Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
GENERAL  :  Being  in  temporary  command  at  this  point  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  that  General  Foster  is  at  Washington,  N.  C.,  which 
point  is  probably  now  being  attacked  by  the  enemy  in  force. 

There  are  two  regiments  in  the  town  as  garrison,  and  three  regiments 
and  one  battery  of  artillery  have  been  sent  to  General  Foster,  but  have 
not  been  able  as  yet  to  get  up,  the  enemy  having  a  battery  on  the  river 
below  the  town.  Commander  Davenport,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  lias  sent  the 
only  available  gunboats  from  here  to  engage  the  battery. 

The  enemy  are  in  large  force  in  this  State  now  and  mean  to  act  on 
the  offensive.  I  will  inform  you  whatever  may  arise. 

I  am.  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  N.  PALMEK, 
Brigadier-  General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  April  1,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix, 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  General  Foster  is  at 
Washington,  N.  C.,  where  an  attack  in  strong  force  is  probably  now 
going  on.  Re- en  for  cements  have  been  started  to  him,  but  as  yet  have 
not  been  able  to  get  up  to  the  town,  the  enemy  having  a  battery  on 
the  river  below  the  town.  Two  gunboats  have  gone  np  to  engage  the 
battery. 

It  is  possible  an  attack  may  be  made  here  whilst  the  general  and  his 
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troops  are  kept  at  Washington.     Our  force  is  not  very  large,  and  I  may 
have  to  call  on  you  for  a  little  aid.    We  have  no  transportation. 

I  write  this  for  your  information,  and  relying  on  your  kind  assistance 
if  desirable. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  1ST.  PALMER. 
Brigadier-  General  Volunteers. 

P.  S. — There  is  a  fair  prospect  of  success  for  the  rebels  at  Washing 
ton,  and  if  they  succeed  this  place  ought  to  be  attacked.  I  only  sug 
gest  to  you,  general,  as  u  food  for  thought,77  whether  it  Avouid  not 
be  best  to  re-enforce  this  place  with,  say,  5,000  men  temporarily  ?  W^e 
are  sadly  in  need  of  gunboats.  Cannot  you  prevail  upon  Admiral  Lee 
to  re-enforce  here  temporarily  ?  I  have  written  to  the  admiral,  or, 
rather,  the  senior  naval  officer  here  has  done  so. 
Very  respectfully, 

I.  K  PALMER. 


FORT  MONROE,  April  2, 1863. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  New  York  Times  : 

Your  Washington  correspondent  has  attributed  to  me  an  opinion  I 
have  never  expressed  to  any  one  here  or  elsewhere — that  the  enemy  is 
about  to  evacuate  Richmond.  I  have  no  information  to  warrant  such 
a  conclusion.  I  should  not  deem  it  necessary  to  contradict  the  state 
ment  if  you  had  not  made  it  the  foundation  of  an  elaborate  editorial. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


BERNE,  N.  0.,  April  2,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia,  Fort  Monroe: 
GENERAL:  Captain  Murray,  of  the  Navy,  who  has  been  the  senior 
naval  officer  here,  will  see  you  and  explain  the  situation  of  affairs.     His 
ideas  of  the  kind  of  re-enforcements  needed  coincide  with  mine.     Your 
letter  to  General  Foster,  in  which  you  state  that  you  will  be  obliged  to 
consult  the  commanding  general  before  sending  forces  to  Elizabeth,  was 
received  this  morning.     1  gather  from  that  letter  that  you  would  not  prob 
ably  act  upon  my  request  of  yesterday.     Should  you  do  so,  however,  and 
should  the  necessity  for  the  re-enforcements  be  passed,  I  shall  keep  a 
small  steamer  on  the  lookout  for  any  transports  to  turn  them  back. 
The  commodore  (Murray)  will  be  able  to  inform,  you  of  matters  generally. 
There  is  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  in  this  State,  and  they  appear  to  be 
determined  to  assume  the  aggressive. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

I.  K  PALMER, 
Brigadier- General,  Com manding. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  April  3,  1863—8.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Gen  er  al-in- Chief : 

A  division  has  arrived  on  the  Blackwater  from  Petersburg  and  another 
division,  under  General  Hood,  is  said  to  be  coming.    They  have  brought 
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pontoons  with  them.  This  looks  like  a  design  to  cross  the  Nanseniond 
River,  between ,  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  where  there  is  a  weak  spot.  I 
directed  General  Peck  to  fortify  it.  He  has  done  so,  and  besides  the 
troops  there  we  have  three  gunboats,  one  of  which  will  be  constantly 
in  motion.  Washington,  N.  C.,  has  been  attacked.  General  Foster  is 
there  and  re-enforcements  are  going  to  him.  He  fears  an  attack  on 
New  Berne.  A  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  just  arrived  at  Suffolk, 
says  the  railroad  between  Goldsborough  and  Weldon  is  lined  with  troops, 
he  thinks  30,000;  the  rebels  say  from  50,000  to  75,000.  They  say  they 
have  between  Blackwater  and  Wilmington  75,000  which  can  be  con 
centrated  in  a  short  time.  I  will  be  in  Washington  on  Monday  morning. 

JOHN  A.  lilX, 

Major- General. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  April  3,  1803. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  13ix,  U.  S.  A., 

Comdg.  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.: 

GENERAL  :  Mr.  Hume,  a  citizen  of  New  York,  came  to  me  this  morn 
ing  presenting  a  letter  from  General  Viele  in  his  behalf,  asking  permis 
sion  to  take  a  vessel  to  Suffolk  to  carry  some  staves  thence  to  Norfolk. 
Having  no  authority  to  give  such  a  permit,  I  told  him  that  if  he  had  a 
proper  permit  from  General  Dix  he  could  pass.  Since  then  I  have  con 
sidered  that  my  instructions  do  not  clearly  indicate  my  authority  to 
pass  merchandise  to  or  from  Suffolk  under  your  permit,  and  1  have  there 
fore  instructed  the  commanding  officer  of  the  guard  vessel  in  the  Nanse- 
mond  to  allow  no  vessel  with  merchandise  to  pass,  except  under  the 
specified  permit  from  one  of  the  three  Secretaries. 

I  shall  at  once  ask  the  Department  for  a  definition  of  my  authority  in 
this  respect,  and  hope  that  until  I  am  instructed  on  the  point  in  question 
you  will  abstain  from  giving  permits  allowing  general  traffic  to  or  from 
Suffolk. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  }  WAR  DEPT.,  ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 
No.  88.  ]  Washington,  April  3,  1803. 

The  following  orders  in  respect  to  the  regulating  of  intercourse  with 
the  insurrectionary  States,  the  collection  of  abandoned  property,  &c., 
are  published  for  the  information  and  government  of  the  Army  and  of 
all  concerned : 

WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  March  31,  1863. 

For  the  purpose  of  more  effectually  preventing  all  commercial  intercourse  with  in 
surrectionary  States  except  such  as  shall  he  authorized  in  pursuance  of  law,  and  of 
securing  consistent,  uniform,  and  efficient  action  in  conducting  such  intercourse  as 
shall  he  so  authorized,  and  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  an  act  of 
Congress  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  ahandoned  property  and  for 
the  prevention  of  frauds  in  insurrectionary  States,"  approved  March  12,  1863,  it  is 
herehy  ordered — 

I.  That  no  officer  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  nor  other  person  connected 
therewith  shall  authorize  or  have  any  interest  in  the  transportation  of  any  goods. 
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wares,  or  merchandise  (except  supplies  belonging  to  or  contracted  for  by  the  United 
States,  designed  for  the  military  or  naval  forces  thereof,  and  moviug  under  military 
or  naval  orders,  and  except  also  sutlers'  supplies  and  other  things  necessary  for  the 
use  and  comfort  of  the  troops  of  tbe  United  States,  and  moving  under  permits  of  the 
authorized  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department)  into  any  State  declared  by  the  Presi 
dent  to  be  in  insurrection ;  iior  authorize  nor  have  any  interest  in  the  purchase  or  sale 
therein  of  any  goods  or  chattels,  wares  or  merchandise,  cotton,  tobacco,  or  other  prod 
uct  of  tbe  soil  thereof;  nor  the  transportation  of  the  same,  except  as  aforesaid,  there 
from  or  therein ;  nor  shall  any  such  officer  or  person  authorize,  prohibit,  or  in  any 
manner  interfere  with  any  such  purchase  or  sale  or  transportation  which  shall  be 
conducted  under  the  regulations  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  unless  under  some 
imperative  military  necessity,  in  the  place  or  section  where  the  same  shall  be  con 
ducted,  or  unless  requested  by  an  agent  or  some  other  authorized  officer  of  the  Treas 
ury  Department,  in  which  case  all  commanders  of  military  departments,  districts, 
and  posts  will  render  such  aid  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  said  act,  and  in 
enforcing  due  observance  of  the  said  regulations  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as 
can  be  given  without  manifest  injury  to  the  public  service. 

II.  It  is  further  ordered  that  every  officer  or  private  or  person  employed  in  or  with 
the  regular  or  volunteer  forces  of  the  United  States  who  may  receive  or  have  under 
his  control   any  property  which  shall  have  been  abandoned  by  the  owner  or  owners, 
or  captured  in  any  district  declared  to  be  in  insurrection  against  the  United  States, 
including  all  property  seized  under  military  orders,  excepting  only  such  as  shall  be 
required  for  military  use  of  the  United  States  forces,  shall  promptly  turn  over  all 
such  property  to  the  agent  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  receive  the 
same,  who  shall  give  duplicate  receipts  therefor. 

And  every  such  officer  or  private,  or  person  employed  in  or  with  the  regular  or  vol 
unteer  forces  of  the  United  States,  shall  also  promptly  turn  over  to  such  agent,  in  like 
manner,  all  receipts,  bills  of  lading,  and  othef  papers,  documents,  and  vouchers  show 
ing  title  to  such  property,  or  the  right  to  the  possession,  control,  or  direction  thereof; 
.and  he  shall  make  such'  order,  indorsement,  or  writing  as  ho  has  power  to  make  to 
enable  such  agent  to  take  possession  of  such  property  or  the  proceeds  thereof.  Arms, 
munitions  of  war.  forage,  horses,  mules,  wagons,  beef  cattle,  and  supplies  which  are 
necessary  in  military  operations,  shall  be  turned  over  to  the  proper  officers  of  the 
ordnance  or  of  the  quartermaster  or  of  the  commissary  departments,  respectively, 
for  the  use  of  the  Army.  All  other  property  abandoned  or  captured  or  seized  as 
aforesaid  shall  bo  delivered  to  the  agent  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  officer  receiving  or  turning  over  such  property  shall  give  the  usual  and  neces 
sary  invoices,  receipts,  or  vouchers  therefor,  and  shall  make  regular  returns  thereof, 
as  prescribed  by  the  Army  Regulations.  The  receipts  of  the  agents  of  the  Treasury 
Department  shall  be  vouchers  for  all  property  delivered  to  them,  and  whenever  called 
upon  by  the  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department  authorized  to  receive  such  abandoned 
or  captured  or  seized  property  as  aforesaid,  or  the  proceeds  thereof,  all  persons  em 
ployed  in  the  military  service  will  give  him  full  information  in  regard  thereto,  and 
if  requested  by  him  so  to  do  they  shall  give  him  duplicates  or  copies  of  the  reports 
and  returns  thereof  and  of  the  receipts,  invoices,  and  vouchers  therefor. 

And  every  officer  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  hereafter  receiving  abandoned 
or  captured  or  seized  property,  or  the  proceeds  thereof,  or  under  whoso  order  it  may 
be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  military  forces  as  aforesaid,  shall,  upon  request  of  a  duly 
authorized  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department,  render  a  written  report,  with  invoices 
thereof,  to  said  agent,  in  which  he  will  specify  the  arms,  supplies,  or  other  munitions 
of  war  retained  for  the  use  of  the  military  forces  as  aforesaid,  and  also,  separately, 
the  property  turned  over  to  said  agent,  or  which  may  have  been  sold  or  otherwise 
disposed  of. 

And  in  case  a  sale  of  any  such  property  shall  bo  made  under  his  authority  or  under 
the  authority  of  any  one  subject  to  his  order  he  will  so  state,  and  will  describe  the 
property  so  sold,  and  will  state  when  and  where  and  by  and  to  whom  sold,  and  the 
amount  received  therefor,  and  what  disposition  was  made  of  the  proceeds. 

And  all  officers  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  will  at  all  times  render  to  the 
agents  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  all  such  aid  as  may  be  necessary 
to  enable  them  to  take  possession  of  and  transport  all  such  property,  so  far  as  can  be 
done  without  manifest  injury  to  the  public  service. 

III.  All  commanders  of  military  departments,  districts,  and  posts  will,  upon  receipt 
of  this  order,  revoke  all  existing  orders  within  their  respective  commands  conflicting 
or  inconsistent  herewith,  or  which  permit  or  prohibit  or  in  any  manner  interfere  with 
any  trade  or  transportation  conducted  under  the  regulations  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  ;  and  their  attention  is  particularly  directed  to  said  regulations,  prescribed 
March  31,  18(>:>,  and  they  will  respectively  make  such  orders  as  will  insure  strict  ob 
servance  of  this  order  throughout  their  respective  commands. 

All  expenses  of  transporting  property  herein  referred  to  will  be  reported  by  the 
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officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  who  furnish  such  transportation  to  the 
agents  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  also,  through  the  ordinary  channels,  to  the 
Quartermaster-General  at  Washington,  in  order  that  the  said  expenses  may  be  reim 
bursed  from  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  such  transported  property. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  LX  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Neivport  News,  Va.,  April  4,  13C3. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 
GENERAL  :  I  was  not  aware  until  making  inquiries  on  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  2d  instant  that  the  ordnance  storehouse  was  used  as  a 
domicile.  I  at  once  directed  Lieutenant-Commander  Phenix  to  have  the 
family  now  there  removed,  and  have  forbidden  the  use  of  any  fire  or 
lights  in  the  building  except  such  lights  in  such  lanterns  as  are  actually 
necessary.  The  Bureau  of  Ordnance  has  established  its  depot  at  Fort 
ress  Monroe,  on  shore,  where  it  is  supposed  to  be  safe  and  most  con 
venient,  and  desires  to  add  to  it.  .  The  subject  of  the  purchase  of  another 
hulk  or  sailing-ship  for  ordnance  stores  is  already  before  the  Bureau. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


APRIL  4,  [1863]. 
Major-Gcneral  KEYES, 

Commanding,  Yorldown  : 

I  shall  leave  this  afternoon  for  Washington.*  I  hope  not  to  be  abseut 
more  than  ten  days,  though  my  leave  is  for  fifteen.  Nothing  will  be 
done  in  the  department  without  your  orders  except  the  regular  details 
of  duty.  If  in  anything  you  cannot  communicate  satisfactorily  by  tele 
graph  my  chief  of  staff'  can  go  to  York  town,  or  if  you  are  able  to  leave 
to  come  here  my  quarters  are  at  your  service.  1  have  promised  General 
Peck  in  case  he  is  attacked  to  send  for  the  Ninth  New  York  Volunteers, 
which  is  at  Camp  Hamilton  and  belongs  to  Getty's  division. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  UNITED  STATES  FORCES, 

Suffolk,  Va,,  April  4,  18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOSEPH  HOOKER, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

GENERAL  :  I  am  honored  with  your  communication  of  the  2d  touching 
the  strength  and  position  of  my  troops;  also  the  strength  and  position 
of  the  enemy  in  my  front.  As  these  data  may  have  an  important  bear 
ing  upon  your  operations  I  most  cheerfully  proceed  to  give  you  the  de 
sired  information. 
By  the  inclosed  map  you  will  perceive  that  a  large  district  is  under 

*  Left  on  the  5th. 
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my  command,  being,  in  general  terms,  all  east  of  the  Blackwater  and 
Chowan.  Several  counties  of  North  Carolina  are  nominally  in  General 
Foster's  department,  but  really  dependent  upon  me  for  protection. 
General  Yiele  has  a  small  force  at  Norfolk.  My  headquarters  are  at 
Suffolk,  where  I  keep  nearly  the  whole  force,  and  from  which  point  I 
move  my  columns  according-  to  circumstances.  The  service  is  hard  and 
they  are  kept  active  when  the  weather  permits.  The  enemy  occupies 
the  Blackwater  in  force  down  to  the  Chowan  and  probably  below 
Winton. 

From  the  fact  that  some  4,000  have  been  several  weeks  fortifying 
Fort  Powhatan,  on  the  James,  I  infer  that  Chipoak  and  Birchen  Elvers, 
with  Cypress  Swamp,  form  the  left  of  their  line.  (See  military  map  of 
Southeastern  Virginia  from  Coast  Survey.) 

All  the  fords,  passes,  and  bridges  are  fortified  and  guarded.  He  oc 
cupies  Surry  Court-House  and  pickets  a  belt  of  5  or  6  miles  on  this  side 
of  the  river.  The  intermediate  country  is  traversed  by  both  and  is  the 
theater  of  many  collisions. 

On  the  1st  of  March  Hood's  and  Pickett's  divisions  left  Fredericks- 
burg  for  Petersburg,  and  General  Lougstreet  assumed  command  about 
that  time  or  a  few  days  before.  One  division  started  for  Charleston, 
but  returned.  General  Longstreet  made  a  reconnaissance,  with  Gen 
eral  Jenkins  commanding,  on  the  river  last  week  and  returned  to  Pe 
tersburg.  My  information  from,  numerous  sources  has  been  that  Long- 
street  had  within  20  or  30  miles  of  this  place  15,000,  and  15,000  along 
the  railway  this  side  of  Petersburg  which  he  could  concentrate  in 
twelve  hours,  and  I  was  advised  from  headquarters  a  few  days  since 
that  one  of  our  spies  had  a  list  of  the  regiments  and  the  strength,  and 
they  amounted  to  28,000. 

Deserters  who  left  the  Blackwater  on  the  1st  say  that  General  Corse's 
brigade  of  Yirgiuia  troops  arrived  at  Zuiii  on  the  23d ;  also  that  a  large 
pontoon  train  came  by  rail.  They  state  that  Hood's  division  was  ex 
pected  to  follow.  A  large  brigade  of  Mississippians,  under  General  J. 
II.  Davis,  arrived  recently  from  Goldsborough ;  also  a  brigade  of  South 
Carolinians,  under  General  Brattou.  He  is  strong  in  cavalry  and  artil 
lery. 

Ever  since  my  arrival  the  enemy  has  been  impressed  with  the  idea 
that  an  army  would  attempt  this  route,  and  they  have  watched  very 
closely.  Much  of  the  time  their  force  has  been  greatly  in  excess  of 
mine.  This  has  been  in  part  due  to  the  demonstrations  I  have  made. 
My  force  has  been  greatly  magnified  by  our  people,  and  the  rebels'  was 
rated  from  30,000  to  50,000,  when  I  had  less  than  12,000. 

Total  infantry  for  duty 12, 590 

Total  cavalry 1 , 683 

Total  artillery 893 


Two  divisions,  total  for  duty . - 15, 166 

Four  of  my  batteries  are  good  and  three  are  indifferent. 

There  is  no  foundation  for  the  report  of  an  intended  evacuation  of 
Eichinond. 

It  will  give  me  pleasure  to  advise  you  from  time  to  time  of  any  im 
portant  changes  made  by  the  enemy  and  of  the  information  brought  to 
me  from  creditable  sources. 

Wishing  you  all  success  in  your  very  responsible  command,  I  remain, 
very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 
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NEW  BERNE,  Sunday,  April  5, 1863—4  p.  in. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER: 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  the  4th,  dated  1  a.  in.,  was  re 
ceived  about  two  hours  since,  and  I  am  delighted  to  inform  you  that 
everything  mentioned  in  that  letter  has  been  anticipated.  You  speak 
first  of  the  matter  of  the  ammunition — of  the  need  of  6-pounder  Wiard  ; 
that  was  sent  yesterday  by  the  Northerner,  and  a  further  supply  goes 
in  about  one -hour  from  this  time  by  the  Farina.  You  next  inquire 
about  sending  a  cavalry  force  across  the  river  to  harass  the  enemy's 
rear ;  that  was  anticipated  by  me,  and  I  organized  such  an  expedition 
on  the  3d.  Major  Garrard,  with  a  battalion  of  four  companies  and  one 
howitzer,  has  started  with  orders  to  gain  all  the  information  possible 
about  the  position  of  the  enemy  at  Swift  Creek,  and,  if  possible,  to 
threaten  the  forces  at  Hill's  Point.  By  the  time  you  receive  this  he 
will  be  doing  his  best  in  those  parts.  He  has  also  five  companies  of 
infantry  at  Street's  Ferry  in  case  he  should  wish  to  return  that  way. 
(He  might  find  the  enemy  in  his  rear  after  he  gets  up  the  country,  and 
lie  might  wish  to  dash  across  to  the  ferry,  as  that  is  only  8  miles  from 
Swift  Creek.)  The  flats  will  go  up  to  the  ferry  with  a  small  steamer, 
with  a  gun  on  board. 

In  addition  to  the  troops  of  Spinola's  brigade  already  up  near  the 
IlilPs  Point  Battery  the  Northerner  yesterday  took  two  regiments,  the 
Fifth  Massachusetts  and  One  hundred  and  first  Pennsylvania.  To-day 
the  Farina  takes  the  Third  Massachusetts  and  One  hundred  and  third 
New  York,  and  she  will  tow  schooners  with  the  Eighty-fifth  New  York 
and  Ninety-sixth  New  York,  making  nine  regiments.  We  will  hold 
this  place  with  the  remainder  of  the  troops ;  at  any  rate  we  will  try. 
Here  we  are  only  thinking  of  you  and  the  way  of  helping  you. 

You  must  bear  in  mind  that  ever  since  you  left  here  we  have  had  the 
most  terrific  weather ;  the  wind  has  either  blown  the  water  all  out  of 
the  river  or  it  has  been  blowing  such  a  gale  that  most  of  our  transpor 
tation  could  not  do  anything.  Our  vessels  have  been  either  aground  or 
wind  bound.  Such  a  time  has  never  been  known  here  since  we  took 
the  place. 

The  Northerner  yesterday  took  up  a  lot  of  small  boats.  By  nay  order 
the  harbor-master  collected  all  these  he  could  find  to  send  up.  There 
are  three  ship  launches  secured  to  us  by  Captain  Davenport,  which  will 
be  sent  up  just  as  soon  as  they  can  go. 

Captain  Davenport  tells  me  that  he  has  sent  a  bountiful  supply  of 
ammunition  for  all  the  gunboats. 

General  Prince  writes  to  me  by  the  same  messenger  who  brings  your 
letter.  He  read  your  letter  to  me  and  he  says  that  as  a  matter  of  course 
he  adopts  your  ideas  and  he  will  act  upon  them. 

I  am  not  surprised  that  you  think  that  there  is  a  want  of  promptness, 
but  you  have  no  idea  what  weather  we  have  had.  Nothing  could  be 
done  by  water  for  a  great  portion  of  the  time. 

Urge  General  Prince  to  send  back  all  the  steamers  he  can  spare  to 
this  place,  for  now  we  have  nothing  left  here  in  the  way  of  transporta 
tion. 

I  sent  to  Colonel  Pickett  at  Plymouth,  informing  him  of  the  state  of 
affairs  generally,  and  I  authorized  him  to  evacuate  the  place  if  he  was 
hard  pressed  there,  but  to  hold  on  as  long  as  he  could. ,  n< 

My  own  opinion  is  that  he  had  better  come  here  at  once  with  all  his 
force  and  hold  the  mouth  of  the  Eoanoke  by  a  gunboat  for  the  pres 
ent.  I  cannot,  however,  take  the  responsibility  of  this.  Think  of  it 
and  let  me  know  how  to  advise  him  when  I  write  again. 
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Captain  Farquhar  writes  that  lie  is  getting  along  well  with  the  field 
works.     He  knew  nothing  of  the  troubles  when  he  wrote. 

Lieutenant  Wheaton  will  tell  you  more  than  I  can  write.     Everything 
that  you  can  suggest  will  be  attended  to  at  once  by  me. 
Ever  trulv.  yours, 

I.  N.  PALMER. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  April  G,  1808. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

General  Palmer,  under  date  of  April  3,  from  New  Berne,  states,  sub 
sequent  to  special  dispatch  received  here  by  Major  Anderson,  that  Gen 
eral  Foster  feels  tolerably  strong  in  Washington  for  some  days,  but 
begs  for  re-enforcements.  He  wants  10,000,  but  will  take  any  number 
that  can  be  sent. 

D.  T.  VAN  BUBEN, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  April  G,  18G3 — 10  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief : 

Brigadier-General  Palmer  writes,  April  3,  from  New  Berne,  urgently 
asking  General  Dix  for  re-enforcements.  Says  General  Foster  is  in 
Washington,  N.  C.,  and  that  the  re-enforcements  are  needed  to  secure 
that  place  and  New  Berne.  Why  Foster  did  not  write  I  know  not.  I 
am  this  moment  in  from  Suffolk.  General  Peck  thinks  the  enemy  is 
still  strong  in  front  of  him,  but  oan,  he  thinks  and  I  think,  spare,  say, 
three  regiments  a  short  time  if  North  Carolina  is  in  great  danger. 
What  shall  be  done  *?  I  return  to  Yorktown  to-night.  I  have  an  ex 
pedition  organized  to  start  early  to-morrow  morning  for  Matthews 
County  to  destroy  or  bring  in  a  lot  of  grain  collected  for  the  rebels. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEFT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  G,  1803. 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  : 
SIR  :  In  the  absence  of  Major-General  Dix,  commanding  the  depart 
ment,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication 
this  morning  received  from  Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  Palmer,  commanding  at 
New  Berne,  N.  C. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  T.  VAN  BUREN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosure.] 

HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  April  3,  18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix, 

Comdg.  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  \7a. : 
GENERAL  :  Since  my  communication  of  the  1st,  sent  by  Major  Ander 
son,  I  have  received  several  dispatches  from  General  Foster.     General 
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Foster  feels  tolerably  strong  in  Washington  for  some  days,  but  the  ulti 
mate  safety  of  that  place  depends  on  the  batteries  on  the  river  being 
overcome.  Our  force  to  overcome  them  is  not  sufficient,  and  I  there 
fore  most  respectfully  but  earnestly  beg  that  if  at  all  within  your  power 
re-enforcements  be  sent  here.  I  should  wish  10,000,  but  any  will  be 
acceptable,  and  the  sooner  the  better,  to  save  General  Foster  and 
perhaps  to  save  North  Carolina  (i.  e.,  New  Berne)  by  preventing  or  ren 
dering  it  unnecessary  to  send  more  troops  from  New  Berne. 

I  expect,  decidedly,  gunboats  from  Admiral  Lee,  and  trust  we  can 
punish  the  enemy ;  but  they  are  strong  and  we  are  weak. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  N.  PALMER, 
Brigadier-  General. 

A  communication  through  the  canal,  informing  me  of  the  coming 
troops,  will  reach  me  before  the  troops  will,  and  I  can  have  such  orders 
given  as  to  their  disposition  as  may  be  necessary.  I  have  no  trans 
portation.  These  re-enforcements  are  of  course  only  as  a  loan. 


ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  — .    J  Fort  Yorktown,  Va.,  April  G,  1SG3. 

Major- General  Dix  being  temporarily  absent,  the  undersigned  hereby 
assumes  command  of  the  Department  of  Virginia  and  of  the  troops 
therein. 

All  reports  and  returns  for  general  headquarters  will  be  addressed  as 
heretofore  to  the  department  staff  officers  at  Fort  Monroe,  and  the  regu 
lations  and  orders  established  by  Major-General  Dix  will  remain  in  force 
unless  otherwise  specially  ordered  by  the  undersigned. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  April  7,  1863—3.10  p.  m. 
Major-General  KEYES,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

The  instructions  to  General  Dix  were  to  co-operate  with  General 
Foster  as  far  as  possible,  sending  him  re-enforcements  if  they  could  be 
spared,  he  being  the  judge  of  that.  In  the  absence  of  any  advices  from 
North  Carolina  I  can  give  you  no  more  definite  instructions. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

SUFFOLK,  April  7,  1SG3. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOSEPH  HOOKER, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Fal mouth  : 

Answered  your  communication.*  Just  examined  a  man  who  left 
Petersburg  on  Wednesday;  confirms  my  previous  information.  Long- 
street  moving  troops  this  way  last  week. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

*  See  Peck  to  Hooker,  April  4. 
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UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  April  8,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Comdg.  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. : 
GENERAL  :  In  your  letter  to  me  of  April  5  you  request  that  during 
your  absence  the  signature  of  Capt.  W.  E.  Blake,  provost-marshal, 
might  be  respected  by  the  guard  vessel  as  conveying  the  same  au 
thority  as  your  own.  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this  request  I  re 
ferred  the  matter  to  the  Navy  Department  for  instructions,  as  I  am 
especially  directed  in  passing  ships  and  merchandise  to  or  from  Norfolk 
for  military  purposes  to  recognize  the  signature  of  Major-General  Dix, 
"  and  not  of  persons  signing  for  him."  Until,  therefore,  I  am  enabled 
to  communicate  the  Department's  decision  to  you  I  hope  that  such  per 
mits  will  not  be  given  by  Captain  Blake,  as  the  guard  vessel  must  at 
present  act  under  their  original  instructions.  Permits  to  trade  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  War,  or  Navy  will  be  of  course  always 
respected  when  presented  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acty.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  VIRGINIA, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  8,  18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General- in-  Chief : 

GENERAL  :  H.  A.  Gibbon,  a  deserter  from  the  Fifty-seventh  Eegi- 
ment  North  Carolina,  of  Lee's  army,  came  into  our  lines  yesterday. 
He  was  conscripted  from  Chapel  Hill  College,  N.  C.,  and  is  remarkably 
intelligent.  His  relations  corroborate  many  facts  I  have  gleaned  from 
less  reliable  sources,  and  seem  worthy  of  the  notice  of  the  War  Depart 
ment.  He  says  D.  H.  Hill  with  his  division  is  in  North  Carolina; 
Pickett  is  near  the  Blackwater,  and  Hood  near  Petersburg.  He  con 
firms  my  former  statement  that  Fitzhugh  Lee,  with  four  regiments  of 
cavalry,  came  down  to  near  Gloucester  Point,  having  boasted  he 
would  take  it.  On  his  return  he  stopped  at  a  Colonel  Davis',  where 
Gibbon  learned  the  merriment  caused  by  his  failure.  Lee's  cavalry,  he 
says,  recently  moved  toward  the  left  of  the  rebel  lines. 

Gibbon  states  that  Lee  has  collected  large  pontoon  trains  and  is 
ready  to  cross  the  Eappahannock ;  that  he  will  attack  Hooker  soon  it' 
Hooker  does  not  attack  ;  that  Lee's  army  is  80,000  strong,  all  well 
armed,  and  mostly  with  Enfield  rifles.  The  men  are  in  good  condition 
and  feel  entire  confidence  that  they  will  beat  Hooker.  Provisions  are 
certainly  very  scarce,  but  there  is  no  despondency. 

Gibbon  says  the  railroads  north  from  liichmond  are  in  a  much  worse 
condition  than  those  south,  and  that  railroad  iron  is  very  scarce. 

The  rebel  generals  from  an  army  of  80,000  can  keep  more  men  in  line 
of  battle  than  Hooker  and  his  generals  can  keep  in  line  from  an  army 
of  100,000,  and  if  Hooker  has  not  more  than  that  number  he  is  in  dan 
ger  of  being  whipped. 

1  have  not  yet  made  a  sufficiently  close  examination  of  this  depart 
ment  to  venture  a  positive  opinion  ;  but  from  the  glance  I  took  at  Suf 
folk  and  the  neighboring  country  I  could  see  nothing  there,  to  tempt 
the  enemy  to  make  great  sacrifices  in  that  quarter  which  would  weaken 
his  attack  on  Hooker.  I  think  I  shall  advise  that  with  the  works  about 
Suffolk  and  the  gunboats  on  the  Nansemond  Peck  can  hold  the  position 
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with  about  half  his  present  force.  The  railroads  being  in  a  bad  condi 
tion  north  of  Kichmond  Lee  must  guard  them  carefully.  I  would 
therefore  collect  every  man  not  necessary  to  retain  the  strongholds  in 
North  Carolina  and  in  this  department  into  one  body  to  threaten  the 
railroads  north  of  Richmond. 

As  the  supplies  of  provisions  in  Matthews  County,  Gloucester  County, 
and  above  are  still  plentiful,  and  as  the  rebels  are  taking  steps  to  trans 
port  them  to  their  army,  I  am  doing  all  in  my  power  to  thwart  their 
purpose.  Eight  hundred  of  my  men  came  in  last  night  after  destroying 
a  large  amount  of  grain  and  bringing  in  many  sheep  and  cattleand  mules. 
I  left  Yorktown  tod  early  this  morning  to  collect  the  figures.  I  have 
still  200  men  out  with  the  gunboats,  and  by  the  last  accounts  they  were 
hard  at  work  over  in  Matthews  County.  We  have  certainly  destroyed 
about  30,000  bushels  of  grain  within  a  week  past.  The  enemy  is  un 
doubtedly  busy  about  our  picket  lines,  but  I  infer  they  are  only  masking 
other  movements.  My  lines  are  so  strong  that  I  have  no  fear  of  small 
bodies,  and  can  do  more  damage  to  large  bodies  than  they  can  do  to 
me.  I  shall  therefore  continue  to  hunt  for  his  supplies. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
t  E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

OffNeivport  Netvs,  Va.,  April  9,  18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Comdg.  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.  : 
GENERAL  :  The  bark  Edisto,  from  Boston  to  Baltimore,  claims  demur 
rage  for  detention  here  while  receiving  repairs  at  the  Gosport  Navy- 
Yard,  rendered  necessary  by  a  collision  which  took  place  on  the  21st  of 
March  between  her  and  the  Wyandotte  in  Hampton  iioads.  It  has  been 
reported  to  me  that  this  vessel,  by  your  order  of  March  17  to  Captain 
Mill  ward,  was  sent  to  Hampton  lioads  and  there  detained. 

I  would  be  obliged  if  you  would  inform  me,  if  practicable,  of  the  cir 
cumstances  which  justified  her  being  so  ordered  within  the  lines  of  this 
blockade,*  as  in  presenting  the  case  to  the  Department  it  would  be  neces 
sary  to  account  for  her  presence  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N~.  Atlantic  BlocJcading  Squadron. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.?  April  9,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  II.  W.  HALLECK, 

Gencral-in-  Chief: 

No  communication  has  been  received  from  General  Foster,  who,  with 
1,200  men,  is  shut  up  in  Washington,  N.  C.  Below  him  the  Tar  Eiver 
is  closed,  I  learn,  by  fourteen  rebel  batteries,  against  the  possibility  of 
our  gunboats  reaching  him.  He  cannot  be  relieved  except  by  an  expe 
dition  by  land.  Palmer  asks  from  New  Berne  for  10,000  men.  Captain 
Murray,  of  the  Navy,  left  here  last  night  for  Washington.  He  has  the 
latest  information  from  Foster's  department.  I  will  examine  the  sub 
ject  farther,  and  if  I  find  it  expedient  will  send  such  re-enforcements  as 
can  be  spared. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major- General. 
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WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  April  9,  18G3 — 3  p.  in. 

Major-General  KEYES,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 

If  you  can  possibly  assist  General  Foster  do  so  in  preference  to  any 
thing  else.     Let  me  know  what  you  have  determined  on. 

It.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  VIRGINIA, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  9,  1863. 
Major-General  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Army : 

SIR  :  In  consequence  of  the  appeals  of  General  Foster  for  relief  (his 
letter  of  the  5th  instant  to  you  was  forwarded)  I  have  ready  to  move 
nigh  4,000  men — all  that  can  be  spared  prudently  from  this  department 
at  the  present  moment.  I  have  a  rumor  that  Washington,  N.  O.,  lias 
been  burned  and  that  the  transports  carrying  troops  from  New  Berne, 
not  being  able  to  reach  Foster,  had  returned.  I  do  not  see  the  wisdom 
of  General  Foster's  proposal  to  make  a  demonstration  from  Plymouth 
toward  Washingtoii  with  such  a  force  as  can  be  assembled  there. 
Troops  from  Suffolk  could  only  march  to  Gatesville,  and  I  don't  know 
of  any  transports  to  receive  them  there  for  Plymouth.  I  shall  there 
fore  limit  myself,  unless  otherwise  instructed,  to  sending  re-enforce 
ments  to  New  Berne  as  transports  can  be  had.  None  are  here  at  pres 
ent,  and  Colonel  Thomas  is  not  able  to  tell  me  when  to  anticipate  them. 
I  have  this  moment  received  a  telegram  from  General  Peck  to  state  his 
working  party  at  the  ferry  011  the  Western  Branch  of  the  Nansemond 
had  been  attacked.  His  people  have  had  a  successful  skirmish  near 
Isle  of  Wight,  capturing  4  men,  9  horses,  &c.  The  enemy  on  the  Black- 
water  are  reported  ready  to  march;  are  building  bridges,  &c. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  KEYES, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  April  9,  18G3. 
Brig.  Gen.  LORENZO  THOMAS, 

Adjutant- General  U.  $.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.: 

GENERAL:  The  last  steamer  from  here  carried  a  letter  from  General 
Foster  to  General  Halleck  informing  him  of  the  situation  of  affairs  in 
this  department. 

By  referring  to  that  letter  you  will  see  that  the  enemy  had  erected 
batteries  on  the  river  below  the  town  of  Washington  and  thus  prevented 
re-enforcements  or  supplies  from  passing  up.  General  Foster's  first 
idea  was  to  attempt,  in  conjunction  with  the  naval  forces,  to  take  the 
batteries,  but  after  a  careful  consideration  of  the  matter  he  decided  to 
have  the  forces  which  had  already  gone  up  to  these  batteries  returned 
to  this  place,  and  with  all  the  rest  of  the  available  force  from  here  to 
march  across  the  country  to  his  relief.  The  expedition  was  by  General 
Foster's  order  to  be  conducted  by  General  Prince,  but  just  at  the  point 
of  starting  (yesterday  morning)  General  Prince  was  taken  sick  and  the 
column  started  under  the  command,  of  Brigadier-General  Spinola. 

This  expedition  consists  of  all  the  force  that  can  possibly  be  spared 
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from  tliis  place,  and  will  number  in  the  vicinity  of  8,000  men.  The 
force  of  the  enemy  around  Washington  and  on  the  road  between  here 
and  that  place  is  "estimated  at  something  more  than  20,000,  under  the 
command  of  Generals  D.  II.  Hill,  Pettigrew,  and  Garnett.  There  are 
roads  leading  into  the  route  from  here  to  Washington,  down  which  the 
enemy  can  pour  any  number  of  troops,  and  several  points  on  the  route 
are  fortified.  A  great  portion  of  the  country  is  swamp  and  exceedingly 
difficult  to  get  over. 

In  a  dispatch  received  this  morning  from  General  Spiuola  (who  has 
proved  himself,  I  think,  an  officer  of  energy,  discretion,  and  good  judg 
ment)  he  informed  me  that  from  all  the  information  he  can  get  he  con 
cludes  it  impossible  to  force  his  way  through  to  Washington  without 
first  taking  the  battery  at  Hill's  Point,  and  he  proposes  to  try  that  to 
day.  A  success  will  place  him  in  a  better  position,  as  he  can  then 
communicate  with  the  gunboats  on  the  river.  Should  he  not  have 
sufficient  force,  however,  to  take  that  position  he  will  return  here  if  he 
can.  I  have  not  given  him  orders  to  that  effect,  as  I  have  only  directed 
him  to  carry  out  the  instructions  of  General  Foster  to  the  letter,  if 
possible.  New  Berne,  which  should  be  held  at  all  hazards,  is  threat 
ened,  and  I  have  scarcely  3,000  men  here. 

There  is  no  general  officer  with  me,  and  the  troops  are  mostly  new — 
nine-mouths'  men. 

Of  General  Foster's  policy  in  abandoning  everything  to  the  saving  of 
Washington  I  have  nothing  to  say,  except  that  it  meets  with  no  favor 
from  the  military  and  naval  officers  who  consider  themselves  privileged 
to  speak  of  the  matter.  I^obey  General  Foster's  orders  implici  tly,  trust 
ing  to  holding  this  place. ' 

Should  the  forces  now  en  route  get  to  Washington  they  will  be  there 
without  supplies.  It  will  take  a  large  army  to  keep  the  road  between 
that  place  and  this.  The  river  is  lined  with  batteries,  and  the  senior 
naval  officer  at  the  lower  batteries,  who  has  some  of  the  finest  gunboats 
iu  these  waters  under  his  control,  informed  me  that  he  can  make  no  im 
pression  on  them. 

I  informed  General  Dix  of  the  condition  of  affairs  here  by  a  special 
messenger,  requesting  a  re-enforcement.  I  have  only  heard  by  the  re 
turn  of  the  officer  sent  that  we  could  expect  no  re-enforcements  here 
from  the  Army  of  Virginia,  as  they  are  now  fully  occupied  there. 

Admiral  Lee  has  sent  a  small  re-enforcement  of  gunboats,  which  in 
the  absence  of  the  troops  make  this  place,  of  course,  more  secure. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  N.  PALMEE, 
Brigadier -General  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Suffolk,  April  9,  18G3. 
Major-General  FOSTER, 

Department  of  North  Carolina  : 

GENERAL  :  Although  you  have  received  more  than  10,000  of  my  old 
and  best  troops  within  a  few  months  without  returning  them,  I  am  again 
contributing  for  your  benefit.  General  Terry  will  join  you  with  a  con 
siderable  force,  of  which  3,000  from  this  point  are  the  flower  of  1113^  com 
mand. 

General  Longstreet  has  been  in  my  front  with  not  less  than  28,000,  for 
some  weeks,  that  he  could  concentrate  in  a  few  hours  of  this  place.  For 
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many  days  everything  has  indicated  the  offensive  on  his  part,  and  I 
have  confidently  expected  an  attack.  Up  to  this  time  my  own  opinion 
and  that  of  my  commanders  has  been  that  no  troops  ought  to  leave  this 
point,  and  you  are  indebted  to  me  for  them. 

On  the  reading  of  Palmer's  letter,  in  the  hands  of  Major-General  Keyes, 
on  the  6th,  I  said  send  a  strong  brigade  from  this  point  at  once  and  as 
many  more  as  there  was  a  probability  of  being  replaced  at  short  notice. 
The  troops  have  been  ready,  waiting  transportation  and  the  orders  of 
the  department  commander. 

If  Longstreet  does  not  advance  by  the  12th  I  shall  conclude  that  the 
exigencies  at  Charleston  and  other  points  have  called  for  his  reserves. 

Wishing  you  all  success  in  your  contests  with  the  rebels,  I  am,  in 
haste,  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


HDQRS.  DEFT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroej  Va.,  April  10,  1863. 
Capt.  0.  B.  WILDER, 

Asst.  Quartermaster  and  Superintendent  of  Contrabands  : 
SIR  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  March  31,  which  I  answered  orally 
at  the  time,  and  have  since  partially  answered  in  writing,  I  would  say : 
1st.  No  rent  need  be  exacted  from  tenants  of  farms  under  your  care 
until  the  harvest  is  made. 

2d.  No  oath  is  to  be  required  of  female  tenants  on  such  farms. 
3d.  Men  folding  as  tenants  under  absentee  disloyalists  who  will  not 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance  are  not  entitled  to  possession. 

4th.  No  loyal  tenant  agreeing  to  pay  a  reasonable  rent  is  to  be  dis 
turbed. 

5th.  Very  moderate  rents  only  are  in  any  case  to  be  required,  and 
where  you  and  the  tenant  differ  as  to  the  amount  please  come  with 
the  tenant  to  me  to  fix  the  rate. 

In  conclusion  I  would  say,  generally,  that  it  is  very  desirable  that  no 
Union  man  be  subjected  to  inconvenience,  and  that  a  spirit  of  both  fair 
ness  and  kindness  should  be  perfectly  manifest  in  all  the  arrangements 
concerning  the  farms  which  are  used  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the  Gov 
ernment. 

Eespectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  BOLLES, 
Major  and  Aidc-de-Camp,  Provost-Judge. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  April  10, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief : 

Your  telegram  urging  re-enforcements  for  Foster  was  received  here 
last  night  at  9  o'clock  and  by  me  at  Yorktown  at  11.  I  gave  immedi 
ate  orders,  and  troops  are  now  moving  from  Suffolk.  I  can  only  send 
1,800  or  2,000  at  once,  and  that  number  every  five  days,  by  canal.  I 
have  no  means  of  transportation  by  sea.,  and  the  lack  of  such  trans 
portation  prevented  my  sending  aid  to  Foster  on  the  8th  instant,  when 
I  first  learned  his  situation,  though  the  enemy  was  then  attacking  my 
line.  Peck  says  he  is  now  threatened  by  a  large  force  of  rebels. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major-General, 


592  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  S.  E.  VIRGINIA.  [CHAP.  XXX. 

FORT  ^MONROE,  VA., 

April  10,  18G3— 1  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief: 

A  great  variety  of  information  from  prisoners,  deserters,  and  from 
intercepted  letters  confirms  the  fact  that  the  rebels  are  in  great  force 
on  the  Blackwater.  They  have  built  several  bridges,  issued  four  days' 
cooked  rations,  &c.  An  officer  from  City  Point  brought  news  that  a 
great  quantity  of  material  had  been  sent  down  to  the  Black  water.  The 
testimony  is  too  strong  to  be  disregarded.  I  countermanded  the  orders 
for  re-enforcements  for  Foster  before  any  got  off.  I  shall  go  to  Suffolk 
in  the  morning. 

E;  D.  KEYES, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  April  10, 18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief  : 

No  news  from  Charleston  since  telegram  of  this  morning  referring  to 
disaster  to  iron-clad  Keokuk.  No  requisition  for  transports  was  made. 
Shortly  after  I  concluded  to  re-enforce  Foster  a  steamer  came  in ;  others 
were  expected,  and  by  diverting  from  fair-weather  steamers  I  could 
send  as  many  troops  as  I  could  spare.  I  telegraphed  you  that  the  in 
formation  obtained  to-day  induced  me  to  withhold  all  re-enforcements 
from  Foster.  Upon  Peck's  urgent  call  I  have  sent  the  Hawkins'  Zouaves 
to  Suffolk  to-day. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  or  VIRGINIA, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  10,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER,  or 
Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  PALMER  : 

SIR  :  In  consequence  of  your  application  for  re-enforcements  I  have 
detached  Brigadier- General  Terry  with  a  brigade  of  about  3,000  men — 
all  that  can  possibly  be  spared  from  this  department — with  orders  to 
proceed  by  sea  to  New  Berne.  A  deficiency  of  vessels  is  causing  delay 
in  the  departure  of  the  troops.  I  would  have  sent  them  yesterday  if 
possible,  and  the  first  installments  are  now  embarking  on  steamers  fit 
only  for  calm  waters.  I  send  these  troops,  which  are  so  much  needed 
in  this  department,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  General  Foster  at  Wash 
ington,  N.  C.  If  General  Foster  shall  have  been  relieved  or  released, 
or  if  Washington  shall  have  fallen  on  the  arrival  of  General  Terry  at 
New  Berne,  I  have  directed  him  to  return  with  his  brigade  forthwith 
to  this  place.  In  any  event  I  shall  anticipate  their  return  in  a  very 
short  time,  as  the  enemy  now  threaten  us  on  the  Blackwater  and  else 
where  in  great  force. 

One  of  the  steamers  sent  is  the  Thomas  A.  Morgan,  the  mail-boat 
and  transport  between  Fort  Monroe  and  Yorktown.  I  desire  that  the 
Morgan  may  be  returned  here  in  the  least  possible  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  KEYES, 
M.CLJW- General,  Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  VIRGINIA, 

Fort  Monroe,  April  10,  1863. 
Major-General  PECK,  Suffolk  : 

General  Halleck  directs  me  to  assist  Foster  if  possible ;  so  we  will 
send  Terry's  brigade  of  3,000,  and  I  will,  when  the  enemy  advances  on 
you,  send  Hawkins7  Zouaves  and  other  aid  nearly  equivalent.  I  shall 
order  Terry  to  bring  back  his  brigade  the  moment  Foster  is  released  or 
disposed  of. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major-General. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  VIRGINIA, 

Fort  Monroe,  April  10, 1863. 
Major-General  PECK: 

Vessels  having  arrived,  Terry's  brigade  will  go  by  sea.  I  have  directed 
the  quartermaster  to  keep  you  advised  of  the  arrival  of  the  transports. 
I  suppose  his  brigade  does  not  exceed  3,000  men.    No  greater  num 
ber  can  possibly  be  spared. 

I  will  direct  the  quartermaster  to  send  coal  for  your  gunboats. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major-General. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  April  10, 1863. 
Major- General  PECK,  Suffolk : 

We  have  been  informed  that  the  enemy  have  sent  bridge  material  for 
five  bridges  from  Petersburg,  to  be  used  in  crossing  the  Blackwater  in 
five  places.  This  information  is  quite  reliable.  General  Keyes  is  now 
at  Old  Point. 

D.  T.  VAN  BUREN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General* 

HEADQUARTERS  STEAMER  ESCORT,  April  10, 1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  LUDLOW: 

COLONEL  :  By  direction  of  General  Palmer  I  beg  leave  to  say,  in  an 
swer  to  your  dispatch  of  the  9th,  that  an  expedition  sent  to  raise  the 
siege  of  Washington,  and  consisting  of  about  8,000  men,  were  repulsed 
at  Blountfs  Creek,  near  the  battery  on  HilFs  Point. 

The  enemy  are  in  force,  about  22,000,  and  strongly  posted.  An  ef 
fort  will  be  made  (troops  on  this  boat)  to  run  a  regiment  past  the  bat 
teries  to  General  Foster,  so  that  he  can  make  a  more  protracted  defense 
of  that  place. 

The  only  available  transportation  that  can  be  sent  to  Gates ville  is 
sufficient  for  3,000  men ;  that  amount  of  transportation  will  be  at  Gates- 
ville  the  morning  of  the  13th,  and  will  remain  there  forty-eight  hours, 
hoping  for  troops. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

NOTE. — Will  Colonel  Ludlow  please  forward  this  to  the  commanding 
general  at  Fort  Monroe  ? 
Very  respectfully, 

I.  N.  PALMER, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Department  North  Carolina. 
38  R  R — VOL  xviii 
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WASHINGTON,  April  10, 1863 — 6  p.  m. 
Brigadier- General  PALMER, 

Commanding  Forces,  New  Berne  : 

GENERAL  :  Your  dispatches  arrived  this  morning  at  2  a.  m.  by  the 
hands  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  McChesney,  who  will  return  to-night. 

I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say  that  he  could 
have  wished  that  you  had  yourself  come  in  command  of  the  forces  which 
moved  yesterday  from  New  Berne  under  General  Spinola,  notwith 
standing  the  confidence  you  express  in  his  activity  and  intelligence. 

If  General  Wessells  has  arrived  General  Foster  wishes  you  to  take 
command  in  person  of  the  advancing  forces.  Should  General  Naglee 
arrive  he  will  be  sent  forward  at  once  to  take  command. 

In  case  you  are  not  sufficiently  strong  at  New  Berne  you  will  send 
for  the  regiment  at  Plymouth,  leaving  at  that  post  three  companies 
with  three  pieces  of  artillery  as  garrison  for  the  fort  if  it  be  sufficiently 
completed. 

The  general  wishes  that  a  light-draught  steamer,  with  her  sides  pro 
tected  by  hay-bales,  should  be  sent  here  at  once  loaded  with  ammuni 
tion  and  provisions.  Send  also  several  schooners  of  light  draught,  pro 
tected  and  loaded  in  the  same  way. 

The  enemy  have  opened  fire  to-day  from  five  batteries  on  the  crest 
of  the  rising  ground  in  rear  of  town.  Their  fire  for  a  short  time  was 
very  sharp,  but  no  damage  has  yet  been  done. 

The  general  expects,  even  if  the  expedition  which  has  started  be 
successful,  that  you  will  continue  to  make  persistent  efforts  to  send  a 
force  across  to  our  relief. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWAKD  E.  POTTEE, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

If  anything  goes  to  Washington  before  we  return,  a  few  thousand 
rations,  some  hay,  and  some  32-pound  and  6-pound  (Wiard)  ammuni 
tion  had  better  be  sent  if  our  supply  is  large  at  New  Berne.  McChes 
ney  says  General  Foster  is  in  high  spirits,  &c. 

I.  N.  P. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  April  10,  1863. 

Col.   J.   PlCKETT, 

Commanding  Post,  Plymouth,  N.  C.  : 

COLONEL  :  I  am  instructed  by  General  Palmer  to  inform  you  of  the 
situation  of  affairs  at  present  in  this  vicinity  and  at  Washington. 

Washington  is  completely  or  nearly  invested  by  the  enemy,  so  that 
it  is  impossible  for  the  gunboats  to  proceed  to  General  Foster's  assist 
ance.  The  attempt  to  re-enforce  General  Foster  by  sending  troops  to 
him  by  water  had  in  consequence  to  be  abandoned.  The  expedition 
sent  from  here  across  the  country  by  way  of  Swift  Creek  has  been 
obliged  to  return  to  this  place  on  account  of  the  greatly  superior 
strength  of  the  enemy. 

The  effective  force  at  this  place  consists  of  about  9,000  men,  and  about 
12,000  at  Washington.    The  enemy's  force  is  supposed  to  be  about 
20,000  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Washington. 
I  am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant,   * 

WM.  L.  WHEATON, 

Aide- de- Camp. 
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UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Newport  News,  April  10, 1863. 
Major-General  PECK, 

Commanding  at  Suffolk,  Va.  : 

SIR  :  Herewith  I  respectfully  return  to  you  a  permit  given  from  your 
headquarters,  December  29,  to  Edward  Bust,  to  carry  oysters  in  his 
sloop  Jacob  Marten  to  Suffolk,  subject  to  the  regulations  of  the  naval 
authorities. 

Edward  Bust,  with  his  sailing  sloop  and  a  large  boat,  was  found  in  the 
Lower  Nansemoud  day  before  yesterday  morning  by  the  picket  boat 
Alert  and  brought  on  board  this  ship.  As  that  region  is  infested  by 
smugglers  and  rebel  mail  carriers  I  have  found  it  necessary  not  only  to 
prohibit  the  gathering  of  oysters  in  the  Nansemond  but  to  allow  no 
boats  there  day  or  night  where  such  illicit  operations  can  be  carried 
on,  and  to  instruct  the  guard  vessels  to  recognize  no  oyster  permits  after 
May  1  and  until  then  only  in  open  boats. 

Edward  Bust  was  sent  back  to  the  guard  vessel  to  be  released  with 
his  boats,  with  a  warning  in  accordance  with  the  above. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Bear- Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  April  11,  1863—11.24  a.  m. 

Major-General  KEYES,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 

Your  position  should  not  be  so  weakened  as  to  endanger  its  security. 
If  you  find  the  enemy  in  your  front  too  strong  to  permit  you  to  re-enforce 
General  Foster  you  are  right  in  not  doing  so ;  but  you  should  not  act 
upon  mere  rumors,  which  are  always  gotten  up  to  influence  the  move 
ments  of  troops  on  such  occasions.  Means  should  be  taken  to  ascertain 
beyond  doubt  the  strength  of  the  enemy  before  you.  You  remember 
Napoleon's  maxim,  that  no  general  should  be  ignorant  of  the  strength 
and  position  of  his  enemy. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA., 

April  11,  1863—12  noon. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief: 

Your  telegram  just  received.  My  front  is  so  extensive,  the  enemy  are 
so  busy,  and  the  calls  for  assistance  so  general  that  I  have  not  had 
time  to  examine  Peck's  position  carefully.  I  have  to  rely  on  his  and 
Viele's  opinions  to  some  extent  more  than  my  own.  There  is  no  doubt 
the  enemy  are  pushing  us  all  along  from  North  Carolina  to  York  Biver. 
As  soon  as  I  can  look  around  I  shall  feel  certain,  and  I  will  give  no 
timid  counsels.  Our  troops  below  Williamsburg  were  attacked  by  a 
large  force  this  morning — 4,000,  5,000,  or  6,000.  They  have  got  below 
Fort  Magruder  and  cut  off  communication  with  Colonel  West,  who  has 
the  One  hundred  and  thirty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  Fifth  Penn 
sylvania  Cavalry,  and  one  battery  of  field  artillery.  This  moment  they 
telegraph  that  Fort  Magruder  is  safe  and  the  enemy  are  retreating. 
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Two  little  forts  on  the  right  and  left  of  it  are  occupied,  and  I  have 
ordered  them  to  hold  the  line  against  10,000  rebels.  Admiral  Lee  has 
ordered  the  Commodore  Morris  away  from  Yorktown.  Her  armament  is 
only  fit  for  service  there,  and  I  have  urged  the  admiral  to  send  her  back 
from  here  at  once  to  Yorktown. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA., 

April  11, 1863—6  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief: 

General  Peck,  at  Suffolk,  telegraphs  just  now  enemy  in  large  force 
are  attempting  to  flank  us  on  both  sides;  deserters  say  50,000.  Gen 
eral  Keyes  has  just  started  for  Suffolk.  Williamsburg  appears  to  be 
quiet.  Our  forces  retain  possession  of  Fort  Magruder  and  have  ad 
vanced  pickets  to  outskirts  of  Williamsburg.  The  telegraph  operator 
reports  enemy  are  hanging  around  Williamsburg. 

D.  T.  VAN  BUREN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  CORPS, 
Fort  Monroe,  April  11, 1863—11.30  a.  m. 
Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

On  board  Minnesota  : 

Our  troops  near  Williamsburg  have  been  driven  by  a  large  force  of 
rebels  down  toward  the  mouth  of  Queen's  Creek,  and  Colonel  West 
calls  for  the  aid  of  gunboats.  The  Crusader's  armament  will  not  an 
swer,  and  I  earnestly  request  that  you  will  send  the  Commodore  Morris 
back  at  once.  If  the  gunboats  are  taken  away  even  Yorktown  may  be 
lost.  The  enemy  are  now  within  5  miles  of  Yorktown. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  VIRGINIA, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  11,  1863. 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron : 

ADMIRAL:  The  enemy  attacked  Williamsburg  early  this  morning,, 
and  by  the  last  accounts  were  moving  with  a  heavy  force  upon  Fort 
Magruder,  which  is  a  mile  and  more  below  the  city.  They  have  also  a 
force  this  side  of  Fort  Magruder  and  have  burned  the  camp  of  the  Fifth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

It  is  possible  the  enemy  have  crossed  troops  from  the  south  side  of  the 
James  River ;  if  so,  and  to  ascertain  the  fact,  I  would  be  glad  if  you 
could  send  a  gunboat  up  as  far  as  Jamestown  Island.  Such  a  move 
ment  would  also  tend  to  diminish  the  pressure  on  our  lines  below  Will 
iamsburg. 

The  wires  between  Yorktown  and  Williamsburg  have  been  cut.  The 
enemy  are  represented  as  being  in  large  force.  The  gunboats  should 
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therefore  move  up  and  down  between  Yorktown  and  Queen's  Creek, 
and  I  trust  you  will  be  able  to  spare  three  gunboats  to  keep  in  sight  of 
Yorktown. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  KEYES, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


FORT  MONROE,  YA.,  April  11, 1863. 
Admiral  S.  P.  LEE,  Newport  News : 

The  following  just  received  from  General  Peck,  at  Suffolk,  5.35  p.  m. : 
Enemy  is  flanking  us  in  large  force  on  both  sides. 

General  Keyes  directs  me  to  ask  you,  Can  you  send  gunboats  to  mouth 
or  up  the  Nansemond  ? 

D.  T.  VAN  BUEEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  April  11, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  D.  KEYES,  U.  S.  A., 

Comdg.  Department  of  Virginia,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. : 

GENERAL  :  Yours  of  this  date  is  received.  With  the  force  at  my  dis 
posal  I  can  only  give  partial  support  in  James  Eiver  to  your  outpost  at 
Williamsburg  by  occupying  that  position  instead  of  this,  but  this  ship 
cannot  go  there. 

As  the  two  flag-of-truce  boats  arrived  to-day  from  City  Point  do  not 
report  any  rebel  vessels  in  James  Eiver  it  is  not  probable  that  the  enemy 
have  crossed  from  the  right  to  the  left  bank  of  the  river  at  Jamestown 
Island. 

I  cannot  assign  the  additional  gunboat  force  you  request  for  York- 
town,  not  having  the  means  of  doiug  so  in  consequence  of  the  number 
of  vessels  required  to  assist  the  army  in  its  occupation  of  several  posi 
tions  in  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

If  the  enemy  have  the  means  of  crossing  the  Nansemond  and  wish  to 
do  so  in  force,  under  cover  of  their  artillery,  the  two  small  navy  and  the 
small  army  vessels  called  gunboats  (which  are  frail  little  river  or  harbor 
steamers,  mounting  in  all  but  a  few  pieces  of  fixed  artillery)  should  not 
be  considered  enough  to  prevent  it.  The  Nansemond  is  a  mere  creek 
above  the  Western  Branch,  and  musketry  alone  can  command  the  decks 
and  drive  from  their  guns  the  crews  of  these  little  crafts,  which  are 
liable  to  be  disabled  in  their  exposed  boilers,  &c.,  by  a  few  discharges 
from  small  and  scattered  field  pieces. 

Last  fall  I  called  the  attention  of  General  Dix  to  the  policy  of  leveling 
the  earthworks  in  this  vicinity.  Eeferring  to  my  conversation  with 
you  on  this  subject  at  Yorktown  last  fall  and  on  board  this  ship  the 
other  day,  I  respectfully  renew  my  suggestion  that  the  contrabands 
and  other  force,  if  necessary,  should  be  employed  to  raze  these  works 
without  delay. 

Permit  me  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  inclosed  extract*  from  a  re 
port  I  made  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  24th  of 
October  last,  immediately  after  my  visit  to  Yorktown,  referring  to  the 

*  See  p.  442. 
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destruction  of  all  military  works  in  the  vicinity  of  Norfolk  and  York- 
town  which  might  encourage  further  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  enemy 
to  reoccupy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  VIRGINIA, 

Fort  Monroe,  April  11, 1863—5  p.  m. 
Major-General  PECK, 

Commanding ,  Suffolk : 

I  have  this  moment  received  your  telegram  announcing  that  the  enemy 
is  moving  upon  you  in  large  force. 

I  suppose  the  Hawkins7  Zouaves  are  now  with  you.    I  shall  start  for 
Norfolk  in  a  few  minutes. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  VIRGINIA, 

Fort  Monroe,  April  11,  1863. 
Major- General  PECK, 

Commanding,  Suffolk : 

Wise  and  his  whole  command  are  at  Williauisburg.  The  enemy 
got  past  Fort  Magruder,  destroyed  the  camp  of  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  and  came  down  with  a  portion  of  their  force  to  within  5  miles 
ofYorktown.  I  have  ordered  Colonel  West  to  hold  the  line  of  Fort 
Magruder  at  all  hazards.  I  may  be  obliged  to  send  him  re-enforce 
ments  and  may  have  to  recall  Hawkins7  Zouaves.  I  must  look  at  your 
position  to  judge  by  comparison.  How  much  time  will  I  require  to  see 
your  lines  ? 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major- General. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )         HDQRS.  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  54.  J  New  Berne,  April  11, 1863. 

It  is  hereby  ordered  that  the  divisions  and  brigades  of  the  Eighteenth 
Army  Corps  now  in  this  department  resume  their  original  organization 
and  designation,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  General  Orders,  No.  11, 
Headquarters  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  and  all  reports  will  be  rendered 
accordingly. 

The  senior  officers  present  will  command  in  order  of  their  seniority, 
and  absent  regiments  will  be  accounted  for  as  on  detached  service. 
The  organization  will  be  as  follows :  * 

The  First,  or  General  Palmer's,  Division  will  consist  of  the  brigade  of 
Colonel  Ainory:  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Forty-third 
Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia,  Forty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteer 
Militia,  Fifty-first  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia;  and  the  brigade  of 
Col.  H.  C.  Lee:  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Twenty- 
fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia, 
Forty-sixth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia. 

The  Fourth,  or  General  Wessells',  Divi'siou  will  consist  of  the  brigade 
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of  General  Hunt :  Eighty-fifth  New  York  State  Volunteers,  Ninety- 
second  New  York  State  Volunteers,  Ninety- sixth  New  York  State  Vol 
unteers,  One  hundred  and  first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  One  hundred 
and  third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers ;  and  the  brigade  of  General  Ste 
venson:  Fifth  Khode  Island  Volunteers,  Forty-fourth  Massachusetts 
Volunteer  Militia. 

The  Fifth,  or  General  Prince's,  Division  will  consist  of  the  brigade  of 
General  Spinola :  One  hundred  and  thirty-second  New  York  State  Vol 
unteers,  One  hundred  and  fiity-eighth  Pennsylvania  Militia,  One  hun 
dred  and  seventy-first  Pennsylvania  Militia,  One  hundred  and  seventy- 
fifth  Pennsylvania  Militia;  and  the  brigade  of  Colonel  Jourdan :  Third 
Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia,  Eighth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Mi 
litia,  One  hundred  and  fifty-eighth  New  York  State  Volunteers,  One  hun 
dred  and  sixty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Militia. 

By  command  of  Brigadier- General  Wessells  commanding : 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA., 

April  12,  1863—12  noon. 
Major-General  Dix, 

No.  3  West  Twenty-first  street,  New  York,  N.  Y.  : 
General  Peck  telegraphs  just  now,  "  We  are  face  to  face.    The  attack 
is  on  the  Somerton  and  Edenton  front,  and  before  this  reaches  you  the 
fight  will  have  commenced."    I  will  have  the  Burden  for  you  at  Balti 
more  if  you  say  so.    I  think  you  had  better  come  down. 

D.  T.  VAN  BUKEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA., 

April  12,  1863—4.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALKECK, 

General-in-  Chief : 

The  following  dispatches  received  to-day  from  General  Peck  at  Suf 
folk,  at  12.30  p.  m. : 

Tlie  two  armies  are  at  this  moment  face  to  face.    The  attack  is  on  the  Somerton 
and  Edenton  road. 

4  P.  M. 

The  enemy,  after  advancing  within  a  short  distance  of  my  front,  has  fallen  back  2 
or  3  miles,  and  is  reported  moving  from  the  Somerton  road  toward  the  Edenton  road. 

D.  T.  VAN  BUKEN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


NORFOLK,  VA.,  April  12,  [1863.j~-7.30  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  0.15  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief: 

The  enemy  approached  our  lines  at  Suffolk  to-day  and  exchanged 
some  cannon-shots  and  retired.  The  force  of  the  enemy  is  great  and  I 
think  they  will  make  a  serious  attack.  General  Peck  has  just  tele 
graphed  that  he  has  reason  to  believe  Longstreet  is  receiving  re-enforce- 
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ments  and  heavy  artillery.  Wise  with  his  whole  force  is  certainly  in 
front  of  Williainsburg  and  Fitzhugh  Lee  is  said  to  be  approaching 
Gloucester  Point,  and  some  persons  anticipate  rebel  gunboats  down 
James  Biver.  Information  from  all  quarters  concurs  to  establish  a 
simultaneous  movement  against  all  portions  of  our  lines.  I  have  made 
the  best  disposition  in  my  power  of  our  troops  and  supplies,  but  I  would 
be  glad  to  receive  heavy  re-enforcements  if  they  could  be  spared.  We 
have  seven  smaB.  gunboats  on  the  Nansemond,  which  I  think  renders 
Peck's  right  flank  secure. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major- General. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  VIRGINIA, 

Norfolk,  Va.,  April  12, 1863. 

The  proximity  of  the  Confederate  forces  renders  it  proper,  by  virtue 
of  the  military  and  naval  authority  of  the  United  States,  to  give  the 
following  notice : 

All  foreign  consuls  and  their  families,  all  women  and  children,  and 
all  other  persons  not  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  who  prefer 
safety  to  the  conflicts  of  war,  are  notified  that  on  the  approach  of  the 
enemy  to  any  town  or  village  within  this  department  and  the  range  of 
the  Union  guns,  such  town  or  village  will  be  fired  on  without  further 
consideration. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 
Major- General,  Commanding  Department  of  Virginia. 


APRIL  12, 1863. 
Major-General  KEYES: 

I  believe  Longstreet  is  receiving  re-enforcements  and  heavy  artillery 
by  rail  from  Petersburg  and  Weldon. 

PECK, 
Major- General. 

SUFFOLK,  April  12, 1863. 
Major-General  KEYES: 

A  force  is  on  the  road  leading  to  the  Nansemond.  How  far  they  will 
come  down  remains  to  be  seen;  will  keep  you  advised.  The  rails  were 
removed  by  some  of  the  Ninth  Corps  men  through  a  misunderstanding 
of  orders  given  by  the  commander  of  that  front.  I  slept  none  in  con 
sequence  of  these  affairs  and  of  the  responsibility. 

PECK, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  12, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOSEPH  HOOKER, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  ; 

Longstreet  is  now  before  me  with  a  very  heavy  force.  The  attack  is 
on  my  front,  which  cuts  off  much  of  the  aid  of  the  gunboats  on  the 
flanks.  Prisoners  say  30,000  and  more. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-General. 
(Copy  to  General  Halleck.) 
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NORFOLK,  VA.,  April  12, 1863. 
Brigadier-General  KING: 

I  see  no  objection  to  the  withdrawal  of  Colonel  West's  pickets  from 
the  town  of  Williamsburg.  Colonel  West  will,  I  trust,  cause  Wise  to 
repent  his  rashness  if  he  assails  those  forts. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  April  12, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix, 

Eutaw  House,  Baltimore,  Md.  : 

The  Henry  Burden  left  here  at  11  o'clock  this  evening  for  Baltimore. 
The  captain  was  ordered  to  report  to  you  at  the  Eutaw  House. 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
Lieut.  Col.  and  Asst.  Insp.  Gen. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  April  12, 1863. 

(Received  10.45  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief : 

A  dispatch  has  just  been  received  from  Major-General  Palmer  stating 
that  an  expedition  of  8,000  men  sent  to  raise  the  siege  of  Washington 
was  repulsed  at  Blount's  Creek  near  the  batteries  on  Hill's  Point.  The 
enemy  was  in  force,  about  22,000,  strongly  posted.  An  effort  will  be 
made  to  run  a  regiment  past  the  batteries  to  General  Foster,  so  that  he 
can  make  a  more  protracted  defense  of  that  place.  Transportation  was 
to  be  sent  to  Gatesville  hoping  to  receive  re-enforcements  of  3,000  men 
from  this  department.  A  dispatch  has  been  sent  to  General  Palmer 
informing  him  that  no  re-enforcements  can  be  sent  to  him  from  this  de 
partment.  General  Keyes  is  in  Norfolk. 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel  and  Assistant  Inspector- General. 


NORFOLK,  April  12,  1863—5.30  p.  m. 

Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

COLONEL  :  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  ac 
knowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  10th  instant,  this 
moment  placed  in  my  hands,  and  to  inform  you  that  no  re-enforcements 
can  be  sent  to  Major-General  Foster  from  this  department. 

The  enemy  are  now  in  large  force  this  side  of  the  Blackwater,  under 
General  Longstreet ;  are  making  an  attack  upon  Suffolk.  They  occupy 
the  country  between  Suffolk  and  Gatesville. 

An  attack  is  also  making  by  them  upon  Williamsburg.  Intelligence 
from  deserters  indicate  a  simultaneous  movement  upon  the  part  of  the 
enemy  on  all  the  lines  in  this  department. 

Tw'enty  thousand  additional  troops  are  needed  here. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obeoient  servant, 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 

Lieut.  Col.  and  Asst.  Inspector -General,  Seventh  Army  Corps. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Plymouth,  N.  0.,  April  12,  1863. 
Lieut.  W.  L.  WHEATON, 

A.  A.  A.  <r.,  First  Division ,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps  : 

Your  communication  of  April  10,  informing  me  of  the  situation  of 
affairs  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Berne  and  Washington,  has  been  received. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  the  condition  of  affairs  at 
this  post : 

The  fort  is  nearly  completed  and  is  in  condition  to  mount  all  the  guns. 
One  heavy  gun  arrived  to-day  from  Eoanoke  Island  and  is  being  located 
in  the  fort.  The  wings  of  the  fort  are  completed  and  small  works  con 
structed  to  protect  its  left  flank.  The  woods  upon  all  the  main  roads 
leading  into  Plymouth  have  been  felled,  and  the  guns  when  mounted 
will  have  excellent  range. 

From  three  ladies,  said  and  believed  to  be  of  secession  proclivities,  the 
following  facts  were  gleaned,  viz :  On  Friday,  April  10,  they  came  from 
Williamston  and  passed,  on  the  way  between  Williamston  and  James- 
ville,  infantry,  artillery,  and  cavalry,  said  to  be  General  Eobertson's 
brigade. 

From  a  prisoner  whom  our  North  Carolina  cavalry  took  Thursday 
night,  April  9,  we  learn  that  11  miles  from  this  place  a  squad  of  six  cav 
alry  pickets  were  stationed,  with  intervening  couriers,  to  give  the  enemy 
at  Washington  notice  of  any  attempted  assistance  from  this  direction. 

From  various  sources  we  have  heard  of  an  iron-clad  ram  being  built 
in  the  river  above,  Information  this  morning  has  been  received  to  the 
effect  that  it  is  built  to  fit  the  prow  of  a  steamer  and  that  the  enemy 
meditate  an  attack  within  a  few  days  when  it  is  completed.  Apprehen 
sion  is  felt  by  the  naval  force  that  the  two  gunboats  here,  Perry  and  Un 
derwriter,  may  not  be  able  to  resist  it.  With  the  present  force  here  and 
with  the  constructed  defenses  it  is  believed  we  can  hold  this  place  against 
a  large  land  force.  Should  the  ram,  however,  succeed  in  getting  oppo 
site  Plymouth  the  place  would  be  untenable  except  with  fearful  loss. 
We  have  six  or  seven  days'  provisions  on  hand.  Inclosed  I  send  you  a 
consolidated  morning  report  of  the  land  forces  here. 
I  am,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

'  JOSIAH  PICKETT, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 

[Indorsement.] 

The  consolidated  morning  report  will  be  sent  in  to-morrow  morning. 

GEOEGE  W.  BAETLETT, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )      HDQRS.  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  SOUTH, 

No.  190.  f  Hilton  Head,  S.  0.,  April  12, 1863. 

It  having  been  officially  represented  to  the  major-general  command 
ing  by  Brigadier-General  Heckinau,  Maj.  Solomon  Giles,  Third  New 
York  Artillery,  and  Capt.  W.  V.  Hutching,  of  the  staff  of  Brigadier- 
General  Stevenson,  that  Major-General  Foster,  commanding  Depart 
ment  of  North  Carolina,  is  besieged  and  in  danger  of  being  captured 
by  the  enemy  at  Washington,  N.  0.,  Brigadier-General  Heckman,  U.  S. 
Volunteers,  is  hereby  ordered  to  proceed  with  his  brigade,  consist 
ing  of  the  following  regiments :  Ninth  New  Jersey,  Twenty  third  Mas- 
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sachusetts,  Eighty-first  New  York,  and  Ninety-eighth  New  York,  to 
New  Berne,  N.  0.,  where  he  will  report  to  Brigadier-General  Palmer,  or 
whoever  may  be  the  general  in  command,  for  service  in  the  relieving  of 
Major-General  Foster. 

This  duty  executed,  or  it  being  found  that  Major-General  Foster  has 
been  already  relieved,  Brigadier-General  Heckman  will  forthwith  re 
turn  with  his  command  to  this  department. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Hunter : 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

BALTIMORE,  MD.,  April  13, 1863. 
Major-General  HALLECK: 

Learning  by  telegraph  yesterday  that  Suffolk  was  invested  I  came 
on  from  New  York  by  the  night  train  and  am  waiting  for  special  boat 
to  go  to  Fort  Monroe. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 

BALTIMORE,  April  13, 1863. 
Col.  D.  T.  VAN  BUREN  : 

I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  attack  on  the  Nansemond  and  Sorn- 
erton  road  is  a  feint,  and  that  the  principal  movement  will  be  on  the 
Nansemond,  8  miles  from  Suffolk.  This  should  be  looked  to. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  April  13, 1863. 
Actg.  Hear- Admiral  LEE,  Newport  News,  Va.  : 
General  Peck  telegraphs  11.50  a.  m. : 

Enemy  is  on  three  sides  of  us  and  advancing  to  cut  the  river  communication.    Ask 
the  admiral  to  send  light-draught  vessels  up. 

D.  T.  VAN  BUEEN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


VIA  FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  April  13, 1863. 

(Eeceived  2.50  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Generalin-  Chief: 

I  am  now  in  consultation  with  Major-General  Peck.  The  enemy  is  in 
sight,  and  not  far  off.  Artillery  firing  is  going  on  slowly.  Peck's  po 
sition  is  strong,  and  will  be  vigilantly  guarded.  The  only  fear  is  that 
the  enemy  may  cross  the  Nanseniond.  To  prevent  that,  gunboats  must 
be  freely  used.  I  will  try  to  examine  the  river  to-day.  It  is  my  opinion 
that  the  enemy's  campaign  is  the  recovery  of  the  whole  James  Eiver, 
and  re-enforcements  are  arriving  from  various  points,  many  of  them 
from  before  Fredericksburg.  The  enemy's  batteries  have  been  open  for 
some  time.  It  is  an  imperative  necessity  that  the  Navy  keep  the  Nanse 
mond  Eiver  open. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major-  General. 
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SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  13, 1863—5  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  6  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief: 

I  have  now  completed  a  thorough  examination  of  Major-General 
Peck's  position  except  the  river,  which  I  am  now  going  to  examine  to 
its  mouth.  I  have  been  up  and  down  both  railroads  to  Norfolk  and 
made  the  circuit  of  the  lines.  From  every  source  it  is  made  certain 
that  upward  of  40,000  rebels  are  in  front  and  on  the  flanks  of  this  posi 
tion.  The  easiest  way  for  the  enemy  to  take  it  is  to  invest  and  starve 
us  out.  To  prevent  that  I  shall  be  able  to  give  an  opinion  after  going 
down  the  river.  As  most  of  the  enemy  are  from  the  Eappahannock 
my  present  impression  is  that  two  divisions  of  Major-General  Hooker's 
army  ought  to  be  sent  here  at  once. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

FORT  MONROE,  YA.,  April  13, 1863—11  p.  m. 

(Received  14th,  12.10  a.  m.)' 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief  : 

I  have  this  moment  returned  from  an  examination  of  the  Nansemond 
Eiver.  The  enemy's  sharpshooters  line  the  left  bank  some  distance 
down  and  all  the  passing  steamers  have  been  pelted  to-day.  Our  pilot 
house  was  struck  seven  times.  The  gunboats  on  that  river  are  frail, 
wooden  structures,  which  the  enemy's  field  batteries  can  soon  cripple  or 
burn  with  hot  shot.  He  can  then  without  much  exertion  cross  out  of 
range  of  any  of  our  works,  get  upon  Peck's  rear,  and  seize  the  two  rail 
roads,  or  attack  his  weakest  side,  which  is  from  the  Seaboard  Eailroad 
to  the  river,  and  along  the  river  when  the  gunboats  are  out  of  the  way. 
Once  invested,  it  will  be  next  to  impossible  to  relieve  Peck,  and  he 
would  in  a  short  time  be  starved  into  a  surrender.  The  problem  is  a 
difficult  one  and  requires  the  most  able  attention.  Pickett's,  Hood's, 
and  Pryor's  (now  Davis')  divisions  are  there.  Pickett's  left  the  Eappa- 
hannock  February  15  and  Hood's  shortly  after.  The  Southern  Army 
is  in  fine  health — soldiers  made  by  poverty  and  hardships — and  is  per 
fectly  armed.  They  have  about  fifty  pieces  of  artillery  and  some  cav 
alry."  All  or  nearly  all  the  horses  are  in  poor  condition.  Coming  down 
the  river  has  increased,-  but  not  perfected,  my  knowledge  of  Peck's  sit 
uation.  I  will  need  to  observe  it  still  more  to-morrow.  I  will  write 
more  fully. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

NORFOLK,  April  13, 1863. 
Admiral  S.  P.  LEE: 

Wise  still  threatens  an  attack  on  our  forts  just  below  Williamsburg 
and  a  gunboat  on  James  Eiver  off  College  Creek  would  be  of  immense 
service  to  us.  If  a  gunboat  is  not  placed,  Wise  can  be  supplied  by  water. 
If  you  have  no  other  boat  to  spare  I  would  prefer  to  have  that  one  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Nansemond  sent  up  without  delay,  as  an  attack  is  an 
ticipated. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major-General. 
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NORFOLK,  April  13, 1863. 
Acting  Bear- Admiral  LEE: 

Another  request  has  come  for  a  gunboat  off  Williamsburg.  The  tower 
of  the  asylum  is  visible  from  the  river;  our  line  1J  miles  below  that 
tower  and  the  enemy's  camp  is  above.  I  earnestly  trust  a  gunboat  may 
be  sent  up  immediately  if  one  has  not  gone. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major -General. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

April  13,  1863. 
Major-General  KEYES, 

Commanding  Department  : 

Tour  two  dispatches  are  received.  I  have  no  gunboat  suitable  to  send 
off  Williamsburg,  and  it  would  not  be  fit  to  send  only  one  gunboat  there 
if  I  had  it. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  13, 1863—3.30  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  4.20  p.  m.) 
Major-General  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief: 

Eeliable  information  from  intelligent  deserters  is  to  the  effect  that  the 
enemy  have  35,000  or  40,000  in  our  front,  which  have  come  from  Fred- 
ericksburg,  the  condition  of  the  roads  rendering  an  attack  there  impos 
sible.  It  is  stated  that  D.  H.  Hill  is  advancing  from  North  Carolina. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  April  13, 1863—8.30  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  10  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief: 

Longstreet's  advance  division  arrived  in  my  front  on  Saturday  and 
was  followed  by  Pickett's,  Hood's,  and  Anderson's  yesterday.  They 
advanced  on  my  front  and  right  flank  about  noon  on  the  12th,  within 
extreme  artillery  range,  and  after  much  skirmishing  fell  back  several 
miles.  Early  this  morning  they  advanced  on  my  front  and  rear  with 
one  division  on  the  right  flank.  More  or  less  artillery  fire  all  day  and 
much  skirmishing.  Colonel  Foster's  Light  Troop  handled  the  enemy's 
advance  roughly,  driving  them  back  and  retiring  the  picket  line  at  dark. 
Anderson's  division  has  been  engaged  on  the  waterfront  with  our  gun 
boats  and  batteries.  The  firing  has  been  brisk,  and  the  enemy  suffered. 
The  command  is  in  good  spirits  and  will  do  its  duty. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-General. 


606  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  S.  E.  VIRGINIA.  [CHAP.  XXX. 

SUFFOLK,  YA.,  April  13, 1863—9  p.  m. 

(Received  10  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief: 

Longstreetfs  force  is  pretty  well  settled  at  35,000.  Co-operation  of 
Hill  expected.  One  division  at  least  should  be  sent  here,  as  they  are 
fighting  for  the  James  River.  He  has  one  hundred  and  twenty  pieces 
of  artillery. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 

SUFFOLK,  April  13, 1863. 
Major-General  KEYES: 

We  have  rations  for  about  twelve  days,  including. to-day.  Please 
hurry  up  the  stores  as  fast  as  possible. 

JOHN  J.  PECK. 

SUFFOLK,  April  33, 1863. 
Admiral  S.  P.  LEE  : 

The  enemy  are  said  to  be  crossing  at  Sleepy  Hole,  below  the  mouth 
of  the  West  Branch,  where  the  river  is  wide.    The  river  was  left  un 
protected  last  night. 
General  Peck  is  at  the  front. 

BENJ.  B.  FOSTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


SUFFOLK,  YA.,  April  13, 1863—4  p.  m. 
Major-General  HOOKER, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

Intelligent  and  reliable  deserters  state  that  the  force  in  my  front,  of 
35,000  men,  under  Longstreet,  has  come  from  Fredericksburg  in  expec 
tation  of  inaction  on  your  part.  D.  H.  Hill  is  said  to  be  advancing 
from  North  Carolina. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

April  13, 1863. 
General  PECK,  Suffolk: 

All  of  Longstreetfs  forces  that  have  gone  from  here  left  in  January 
and  February  last.  None  have  left  since.  The  enemy  will  be  disap 
pointed  in  the  expectation  you  mention  in  your  dispatch. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 

Major- General. 


SUFFOLK,  YA.,  April  13, 1863—10  p.  m. 
Major-General  HOOKER, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

Three  divisions  have  been  more  or  less  engaged  all  day.  Early  this 
morning  one  division  advanced  on  the  Somerton  front,  driving  in  the 
pickets,  but  was  promptly  repulsed,  and  our  picket  line  was  intact  at 
dark.  Some  fine  skirmishing  by  Colonel  Foster's  Light  Troop  and 
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Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry.  On  the  rear  or  water  line  Anderson's 
force  of  4,000  was  held  back  by  the  gunboats  and  land  batteries.  The 
attack  was  vigorous  and  the  result  gratifying.  Expect  they  will  make 
a  grand  attack  to-morrow.  Longstreet  has  35,000,  some  say  38,000,  and 
from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of  artillery. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 
(Copy  to  General  Halleck.) 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Suffolk,  Va.,  April  13, 1863. 
Admiral  LEE,  Newport  News  : 

The  gunboats  on  the  Nansemond  in  conjunction  with  the  land  bat 
teries  have  been  engaged  through  the  day,  repulsing  Anderson's  divis 
ion  very  handsomely. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major -General. 

YORKTOWN,  April  13, 1863—9.30  a.  m, 
Major-General  KEYES,  Norfolk : 

A  dispatch  just  received  from  Colonel  West  reports  all  quiet  at  front. 
The  picket  lines  are  within  500  yards  of  each  other.  He  is  very  anx 
ious  that  a  gunboat  should  be  sent  up  James  Eiver  to  shell  the  enemy 
at  Williamsburg.  He  says  that  the  asylum  tower  is  plainly  visible  from 
the  James,  and  fire  could  be  directed  by  the  tower  to  the  town ;  and 
the  enemy's  camp  is  north  of  town. 

EUFUS  KING, 
Brigadier-  General. 

YORKTOWN,  April  13,  [1863]— 9  p.  m. 
Major-General  KEYES,  Norfolk  : 

I  have  just  received  dispatch  from  West.  He  reports  that  a  regi 
ment  of  infantry  and  one  of  cavalry  came  into  Williamsburg  by  Eich- 
mond  road  before  sundown.  Eumor  places  Wise's  force  at  6,000. 
Wagons  loaded  with  furniture  have  been  moving  out  of  Williamsburg 
all  day.  The  gunboat  Morris  tried  to  shell  the  enemy  from  York  Eiver 
this  morning.  Eesult  not  known.  No  gunboat  yet  in  James  Eiver. 
Colonel  West  thinks  that  one  should  be  there  by  morning  with  direc 
tions  to  shell  the  lower  end  of  the  town.  He  is  prepared  for  attack  at 
any  time.  No  man  hurt  on  our  side  to-day.  Both  our  gunboats  are  off 
Queen's  Creek  to-night  and  will  remain  there. 

EUFUS  KING, 
Brigadier-  General. 

FORT  MONROE,  April  13, 1863. 
Brigadier-General  CULLUM, 

Chief  of  Staff ,  Washington  : 

GENERAL  :  I  leave  at  12  m.  Have  you  any  orders  for  the  Eighteenth 
Corps  f 

Palmer  sent  last  night  for  re- enforcements,  which  General  Keyes 
cannot  send.  Can  any  be  sent  from  the  Department  of  the  South  ? 

HENEY  M.  NAGLEE, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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WASHINGTON,  April  13, 1863. 
Brigadier-General  NAGLEE  : 

Have  no  instructions.  No  re-enforcements  can  be  sent  from  Depart 
ment  of  the  South. 

G.  W.  CULLUM, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  14, 1863—2.30  p.  in. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief  : 

I  arrived  here  this  morning.  The  post  is  closely  invested  with  over 
30,000  men.  The  report  of  the  1st  instant,  in  the  Adjutant-General's 
Office,  will  show  our  force.  Two  gunboats  in  the  Nansemond  are  dis 
abled  ;  one  is  sunk.  Our  danger  is  that  the  enemy  will  cross  the  river 
and  cut  us  off  from  Norfolk.  I  consider  it  necessary  that  an  army  corps, 
or  at  least  two  divisions,  should  be  sent  to  Norfolk  at  once,  so  as  to  pro 
tect  the  Nansemond.  The  great  superiority  of  the  enemy  makes  it  im 
possible  to  divide  the  force  here  with  safety,  and  we  cannot  retreat  on 
Norfolk  without  great  sacrifice  of  property  and  life.  This  place  must 
be  held  if  possible. 

JOHN  A.  D1X, 

Major- General. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  April  14, 1863—7.15  p.  m. 

Major-General  HEINTZELMAN,  Washington: 

GENERAL  :  You  will  immediately  dispatch  to  Norfolk,  reporting  at 
Fort  Monroe,  6,000  men  or  thereabouts.  You  will  make  requisitions 
on  the  Quartermaster's  Department  for  transports.  If  necessary  they 
will  be  recalled  from  Aquia  Creek.  This  dispatch  of  troops  must  be 
made  in  preference  to  anything  else  and  must  be  pushed  with  all  pos 
sible  haste,  without  regard  to  hours  or  to  darkness. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )        HDQRS.  DEPARTMENT  OF  WASHINGTON, 
No.  57.  f  April  14,  1863. 

******* 

VII.  The  following  troops  will  embark  at  daylight  to-morrow  morn 
ing  for  Norfolk,  reporting  at  Fort  Monroe  : 

The  Second  Brigade,  General  Abercrombie's  division,  with  the  excep 
tion  of  the  Sixteenth  Virginia  Volunteers ;  the  Third  Brigade,  General 
Abercrombie's  division ;  the  One  hundred  and  seventeenth  New  York 
Volunteers,  of  Colonel  Haskin's  division ;  the  Eleventh  Ehode  Island 
Volunteers,  from  the  Convalescent  Camp  5  the  One  hundred  and  sixty- 
ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  from  General  Martindale's  command. 
******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Heintzelman : 

C.  H.  POTTEE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Yorlctown,    Va.,  April  14,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLE CK, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Army  : 

SIR  :  Major-GeneralDix  arrived  this  morning  and  resumed  command 
of  the  Department  of  Virginia. 

During  the  nine  days  I  was  in  temporary  command  of  the  depart 
ment  the  approach  of  the  enemy  in  great  force  down  the  Peninsula  and 
upon  Suffolk  gave  a  serious  aspect  to  affairs,  and  this  paper  is  respect 
fully  submitted  as  the  result  of  my  examinations  and  consequent  con 
clusions  while  I  was  in  command. 

Of  Peck's  position  and  the  surrounding  country  beyond  Norfolk  I 
had  no  ocular  knowledge  until  the  6th  instant,  when  I  made  a  hasty 
visit  to  Suffolk  by  rail.  Since  that  date  I  have  made  a  careful  exami 
nation  of  his  defenses  and  passed  over  the  other  railroad  from  Norfolk 
and  down  the  Nansemond  River  to  Hampton  Roads. 

As  I  stated  before  in  telegrams  I  consider  our  troops  at  Suffolk  in  a 
very  critical  situation,  and  it  may  be  the  rebels'  boast  that  they  have 
another  Harper's  Ferry  affair  on  hand  will  be  made  good. 

I  have  reflected  on  the  following  points : 

1st.  Is  Peck  secure  against  an  attack,  or  is  he  able  to  resist  an  attack 
in  his  position  I 

2d.  Can  the  enemy  cut  his  communication  and  invest  him  ? 

3d.  If  the  enemy  should  invest  him  have  we  the  means  to  relieve 
him  before  he  would  be  starved  out? 

4th.  Can  he  retreat  and  take  away  his  material  ? 

On  the  above  points  I  conclude  as  follows : 

1st.  He  is  secure  against  an  attack  on  any  front  now  accessible  to  the 
enemy,  and  he  will  not  be  seriously  attacked  (feints  will  be  made)  until 
he  is  invested.  Alter  he  is  invested  he  is  not  secure  from  an  attack. 

2d.  The  enemy  can  cut  his  communications  and  invest  him  in  spite 
of  anything  we  can  do  to  prevent  him  with  the  means  north  of  Albe- 
marle  Sound  and  south  of  Hampton  Roads  and  James  River. 

3d.  If  the  enemy  does  invest  him  we  could  not  break  the  investment 
after  it  had  existed  three  days  and  relieve  Peck  with  any  available 
means  within  the  command  of  the  Government. 

4th.  I  cannot  give  a  positive  opinion  on  this  point.  I  have  had  no 
time  to  examine  the  line  of  retreat.  The  railroads  are  through  the  Dis 
mal  Swamp  and  are  perfectly  straight  and  the  roadway  narrow,  and, 
on  either  side,  an  impracticable  morass. 

I  assume  that  the  Government  knows  Peck's  strength  and  the  amount 
of  his  supplies  of  provisions  and  ammunition.  It  is  certain  he  has  but 
a  few  days'  supply  of  forage. 

I  have  assumed  all  those  facts  of  the  last  paragraph,  and  I  have  kept 
Napoleon's  maxims  in  view  (you  called  my  attention  to  those  maxims) 
in  coming  to  my  conclusions. 

In  regard  to  the  Peninsula :  If  the  line  of  Fort  Magruder  below  Will- 
iamsburg  is  given  up  the  enemy  can  go  to  Fort  Monroe  at  once  and 
possess  everything  outside  the  sand-spit  on  which  the  fort  stands. 
Yorktown,  owing  to  the  ravines  around  it,  would  be  nearly  as  uncom 
fortable  as  Fort  Magruder  now  is,  and  of  no  great  value  to  the  Govern 
ment.  If  the  upper  line  is  abandoned  I  trust  this  most  sickly  place 
(Yorktown)  may  be  also  abandoned.  I  recommended  its  abandonment 
in  August  last  when  called  on  for  my  views. 

With  one  gunboat  on  James  River,  stationed  opposite  Williamsburg, 
39  R  R — VOL  xvin 
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and  one  additional  regiment  of  infantry  I  could  hold  the  line  of  Fort 
Magruder  certainly.  There  being  no  gunboat  there  now  Wise  can 
have  his  supplies  brought  down  there  by  water,  and  hold  his  camp 
there  at  his  ease.  Wise  is  now  in  a  position  to  be  easily  captured,  but 
I  have  not  the  force  necessary.  As  I  stated  in  my  telegrams  of  yester 
day  and  the  day  before,  I  thought  re-enforcements  necessary  at  once. 

If  any  competent  officer  has  examined  and  ascertained -the  difficulty 
the  enemy  would  have  to  destroy  the  wooden  gunboats  and  to  cross  the 
Nansemond,  or  to  get  round  the  left  and  cut  the  railroads,  or  to  learn 
the  roads  and  their  capacity  for  retreat,  I  am  ignorant  of  the  fact.  I 
did  not  simply  because  I  had  not  the  time.  If  Peck's  16,000  men  and 
4,000  horses,  more  or  less,  and  his  numerous  artillery  and  supplies  are 
surrendered  I  make  no  doubt  that  inquiry  will  be  made  on  those  sub 
jects,  but  I  shall  not  be  able  to  answer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  KEYES, 
Major- General,  Commanding  Fourth  Corps. 

FORT  MONROE,  YA., 

April  14,  1863—11.30  p.  in. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief  : 

I  have  just  returned  from  Suffolk  after  going  through  the  lines, 
General  Peck  is  strong,  but  the  danger  of  interception  of  his  commu 
nications  with  Norfolk  is  imminent,  as  the  gunboats  are  nearly  all 
crippled.  With  two  small  divisions,  say  5,000  each,  we  could  repel  the 
enemy.  If  we  could  have  that  number  of  men  from  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  we  could  send  them  back  in  two  weeks.  General  Peck  has 
rations  for  twenty  days  and  forage  for  ten.  More  forage  goes  up  to 
night.  He  must  be  relieved  within  twelve  days  at  farthest. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

SUFFOLK,  April  14, 1863. 
Major-General  DIX,  Fort  Monroe  : 

I  ani  just  informed  that  all  the  gunboats  except  the  Smith  Briggs 
have  left  the  river,  which  is  therefore  almost  entirely  undefended. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 

SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  14, 1863. 
Major-General  HALLECK,  General-in-Chief: 

Two  gunboats  have  been  disabled  upon  the  Nansemond,  and  I  fear  I 
shall  be  unable  to  keep  the  river  open. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

SUFFOLK,  April  14, 1863. 
Major-General  DIX: 

All  the  gunboats  have  left  the  river  except  mine.  The  West  End 
went  to  Fort  Monroe  for  ammunition.  I  most  respectfully  request  that 
she  be  sent  back  as  soon  as  she  gets  her  ammunition  on  board. 

JOHN  0.  LEE, 
Captain,  Commanding  Smith  Briggs. 


CHAP.  XXX.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  611 

SUFFOLK,  YA.,  April  14, 1863. 
General  YIELE,  Norfolk : 

Send  here  at  once  every  man  you  can  spare. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 
Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  April  14,  1863—11  a.  m. 

Major-General  PECK, 

Commanding  at  Suffolk,  Va,. : 

On  receipt  of  your  dispatch  last  night  I  telegraphed  the  Department 
for  light-draught,  rifle-screened  gunboats  for  the  Nansemond,  hoping 
there  might  be  some  of  these  in  the  Potomac  Flotilla.  The  Department 
just  replies  that  four  boats  are  coming,  but  fear  they  cannot  go  far  into 
the  Nansemond.  I  shall  apply  at  the  fort  for  iTansemond  pilots  for 
them,  and  send  them  as  far  as  they  can  go. 

I  shall  have  the  light-draught  tug  Alert,  just  returned  disabled  from 
the  Nansemond,  repaired  in  a  few  hours.  I  have  sent  for  some  rifle- 
screening,  and  hope  to  increase  to-day  and  to-morrow  the  force  in  the 
river. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  April  14,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Comdg.  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. : 

GENERAL  :  I  am  informed  that  the  army  transport  Hunter  Woodis, 
which  can  carry  four  or  five  pieces  of  field  artillery,  and  have  her  light- 
draught,  would  be  useful  in  the  IsTansemond.    The  transports  might 
carry  one  or  more  field  pieces  with  troops  to  fight  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  yours,  respectfully, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


YORKTOWN,  April  14, 1863. 
Actg.  Eear-Admiral  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  : 

General  Dix  is  as  anxious  as  myself  to  have  a  gunboat  up  James 
Eiver  opposite  Williamsburg.  I  deem  it  absolutely  necessary  to  save 
the  line  of  Fort  Magruder.  If  that  is  lost  the  whole  Peninsula  will  be 
open  to  the  enemy  down  to  Fortress  Monroe,  and  sharpshooters  can 
render  this  place  untenable.  It  would  be  better  to  lose  two  gunboats 
than  to  lose  the  Fort  Magruder  line.  Whatever  boat  you  send  should 
have  long-range  guns,  and  should  establish  itself  so  as  to  fire  by  the 
line  of  the  asylum  tower. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major-  General. 
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YORKTOWN,  April  14,  1863. 
Colonel  WEST,  Fort  Magruder : 

I  agree  with  you  about  the  removal  of  the  inhabitants  from  Williams- 
burg.    They  need  not  be  interfered  with,  nor  should  fire  be  opened  on 
the  town  except  in  case  of  another  attack  from  that  quarter. 
I  expect  General  Keyes  here  within  an  hour. 

RUFUS  KING, 
Brigadier-  General. 

WASHINGTON,  D.  0.,  April  14,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  PALMER,  New  Berne,  N.  C.  : 

GENERAL:  Your  letter  of  the  9th  instant  is  just  received.  I  had 
hoped  that  General  Keyes  would  send  you  4,000  additional  men,  but 
his  own  condition  was  such  that  he  deemed  it  necessary  to  counter 
mand  the  order.  At  the  present  time  it  is  impossible  to  send  any  other 
troops  to  you.  Perhaps  the  circumstances  may  be  different  in  a  few 
days,  but  you  must  not  rely  upon  receiving  troops  from  any  other  de 
partment.  Instead  of  sparing  any,  every  general  is  pressing  for  more 
troops  as  though  we  had  a  cornucopia  of  men  from  which  to  supply 
their  wants. 

If  any  accident  should  occur  to  General  Foster  you  will  bear  in  mind 
that  operations  in  North  Carolina  should  be  strictly  defensive  and  the 
troops  concentrated  as  much  as  possible.  New  Berne  and  Beaufort 
are  the  points  of  greatest  importance. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

STEAMER  HUNCHBACK, 
Tuesday,  April  14,  1863—1.30  p.  in. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER,  Washington,  N.  C.  : 

General  Potter's  letter  of  yesterday  was  received  at  4  a.  m.  to-day. 
Fortunately  every  wish  of  yours  indicated  in  that  letter  had  been  an 
ticipated.  By  dint  of  labor,  coaxing,  threatening,  stimulating  with 
promise  of  reward,  &c.  (to  the  pilot  and  captain  of  the  Escort),  every 
thing  was  arranged,  and  last  night  at  dark  the  Escort  started.  Let  me 
here  remark  that  Colonel  Sisson  and  officers  of  the  Fifth  Rhode  Island 
Eegiment  aided  the  enterprise  in  every  way.  I  have  just  made  up  my 
mind  that  the  thing  is  a  perfect  success  and  that  I  was  not  mistaken  in 
my  belief  that  you  could  get  any  amount  of  men  and  supplies  through 
the  blockade.  But  1  do  not  think  Captain  McCann  is  equal  to  this 
position.  He  ought  to  be  above  the  blockade  to  reduce  the  batteries 
both  at  Hill's  Point  and  Rodman's  Point.  It  can  be  done,  but  it  will 
not  be  done  by  the  Navy  unless  we  can  get  Flusser  or  some  equally 
energetic  officer  here.  I  do  not  wish  to  do  any  injustice  to  any  one;  I 
only  state  my  firm  belief.  Colonel  Hoffman  can  explain  something  of 
my  views  to  you. 

General  Potter,  for  you,  expresses  surprise  that  the  Escort  did  not  come 
through  the  night  before,  and  that  such  lack  of  energy  has  been  dis 
played  in  getting  men  and  supplies  to  you.  I  would  be  glad  if  you 
would,  after  receiving  all  the  information  concerning  these  matters  from 
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Colonel  Hoffman,  inform  me  where  you  think  the  blame  lies.  Don't  spare 
me.  When  the  history  of  "  the  siege  of  Washington  "  is  written,  if  it  is 
a  disaster,  a  responsibility  will  rest  somewhere;  let  it  go  where  it 
belongs. 

Lieutenant  Wheaton  goes  immediately  to  New  Berne  for  the  North 
State,  the  shovels,  and  wheelbarrows,  &c.  He  takes  the  Phoaiiix. 
Captain  Gouraud  remains  here  to  perform  the  duties  delegated  to 
Colonel  Hoffman.  I  hope  to  be  with  Captain  Flusser  not  many  hours 
after  you  receive  this. 

Your  dispatches  to  General  Halleck  and  General  Dix  will  be  for 
warded  immediately. 

I  sent  transportation  to  Gatesville  on  the  Chowan,  to  be  there  on  the 
13th,  to  receive  any  forces  that  may  be  sent  by  General  Dix.  Where 
will  you  have  these  re-enforcements  if  they  arrive? 

If  the  Escort  returns  here  she  will  (unless  you  decide  differently)  take 
a  return  cargo. 

This  is  written  hastily,  as  there  are  many  things  to  occupy  me  to-day. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  N.  PALMER, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

The  signal  officer  here  (Lieutenant  Knox)  has  tried  to  signal  to  you  to 
day.  He  was  on  a  small  gunboat  and  the  motion  of  the  vessel  prevented 
him  from  seeing  properly.  He  is  now  out  with  the  Southfield  and  I  hope 
he  will  succeed.  Don't  fail  to  make  the  signal  arrangement  as  perfect 
as  possible. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  April  15,  1863 — 10.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

Six  thousand  men  have  been  ordered  to  report  to  you  at  Fort  Monroe. 
A  portion  embarked  during  the  night ;  two  gunboats  have  also  been 
sent. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA., 

April  15,  1863—8.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief  : 

The  enemy  has  not  yet  succeeded  in  crossing  the  Nansemond,  though 
the  pressure  has  been  very  heavy  for  several  miles  below  Suffolk.  The 
gunboats  are  holding  a  large  force  in  check.  A  battery  of  20-pounder 
rifled  guns,  which  caused  us  much  annoyance  yesterday,  was  silenced 
to-day.  The  Smith  Briggs,  a  newly-armed  quartermaster's  steamboat, 
was  attacked  in  the  river  near  General  Peck's  headquarters  last  night, 
but  the  assailants  were  driven  off.  Thus  far  the  enemy  has  gained  no 
advantage.  He  is  pressing  us  at  Williamsburg. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 
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SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  15, 1863 — 9  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief : 

On  Monday,  with  the  aid  of  the  gunboats,  I  was  enabled  to  hold  the 
line  of  the  Nanseinond,  and  things  looked  well,  as  I  advised  you,  but 
yesterday  10,000  or  11,000  attacked  the  line  of  the  river  some  miles 
down,  and,  with  the  aid  of  earthworks  thrown  up,  cut  off  the  water 
communication.  All  the  gunboats  except  one  were  crippled  and  cut 
off  many  miles  below.  The  enemy  attempted  to  cross  during  the  night 
but  has  not  succeeded  yet.  I  hope  to  hold  him,  although  the  river,  by 
the  curves,  is  some  12  miles  in  length  before  you  reach  the  wide  water, 
with  an  average  width  of  100  feet.  At  daylight  I  opened  the  Jericho 
Canal  into  the  river  and  hope  to  fill  up  the  marshes  so  as  to  impede 
their  operations.  A  few  troops  at  this  time  will  make  all  secure.  A 
large  force  in  reserve  is  necessary,  say  10,000,  to  take  the  initiative.  If 
General  Hill  co-operates,  more  will  be  necessary.  Prisoners  state 
Washington  has  been  taken. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 

FORT  MONROE,  April  15, 1863. 
Major-General  PECK: 

Troops  are  on  their  way  to  relieve  you.  Shall  I  order  them  to  Bowers' 
Hill  as  fast  as  they  arrive  ?  Some  must  be  here  to-night  unless  the 
storm  prevents. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

SUFFOLK,  YA.,  April  15,  [1863]. 
General  DIX  : 

Hurry  the  troops  here  that  first  arrive,  so  that  I  can  have  enough  to 
hold  the  river.  All  routes  should  be  put  in  requisition.  A  day  may 
be  decisive.  When  their  spies  signal  from  Norfolk  their  arrival  I  fear 
they  will  attack. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

SUFFOLK,  YA.,  April  15,  [1863]. 
Brigadier-General  YIELE,  Norfolk  : 

It  is  just  reported  that  the  enemy,  force  and  character  unknown,  have 
crossed  at  Sleepy  Hole  in  spite  of  our  gunboats.  His  attempt  to  cross 
in  the  narrow  part  of  the  river  was  defeated  and  his  battery  opposite 
silenced. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


FORT  MONROE,  April  15, 1863. 
Major-General  PECK,  Commanding,  Suffolk : 

If  the  report  be  true  would  it  not  be  inexpedient  to  carry  out  the 
suggestion  in  your  last  dispatch  ? 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 
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APRIL  15, 1863. 
General  YIELE,  Commanding,  Norfolk  : 

If  the  eiiemy  have  crossed  the  Nansemoud  they  may  make  a  rapid 
.movement  oil  Norfolk  for  supplies.  You  must  make  the  best  disposi 
tion  of  your  small  force  you  can  to  oppose  their  entrance  into  the  city. 
You  will  have  re-enforcements  to-night  if  the  storm  does  not  prevent. 

JOHN  A.  D1X, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  YA.,  April  15, 1863. 
General  Dix: 

If  the  report  be  true  the  troops  had  better  be  massed  at  some  point 
like  that  one  mentioned  by  you.  Will  give  you  the  very  earliest  intel 
ligence.  Sleepy  Hole  is  the  place  named,  half  way  down  to  the  James, 
in  the  broad  water,  where  the  heavy  boats  go  safely.  As  it  is  some 
miles  from  the  track  some  trains  will  get  through,  especially  on  the 
Petersburg. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


SUFFOLK,  YA.,  April  15, 1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Only  one  regiment  from  Norfolk ;  another  should  be  sent.  We  hold 
the  Nansemond,  although  11,000  were  there  yesterday  and  drove  out 
the  boats;  much  encouraged.  Urge  on  supplies  of  forage  and  some 
heavy  guns.  One  of  my  20-pounder  rifles  burst  on  the  Nansemond ;  it 
is  our  best  gun.  Can  you  send  a  few  ? 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  April  15, 1863. 
Major-General  PECK: 

General  Yiele  has  one  regiment  at  Deep  Creek,  which  is  more  impor 
tant  to  you  than  to  him.  He  has  only  two  other  regiments,  with  an 
aggregate  of  1,300  men,  of  whom  a  part  are  at  Bowers'  Hill,  8  miles  from 
Corinth,  on  the  Seaboard  road,  with  a  section  of  artillery.  The  two 
other  sections  of  his  only  battery  are  scattered.  I  will  send  you  an  old 
Yermout  regiment  from  here,  of  400  men,  immediately.  Telegraphed 
Halleck  last  night.  Will  send  heavy  guns. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  April  15,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Comdg.  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  received  your  dispatch  at  12.45  a.  m.,  and  will  act  ac 
cordingly. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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APRIL  15,  1863. 
Major- General  PECK,  Commanding,  Suffolk: 

I  arrived  at  10  last  night  and  found  your  dispatch  in  regard  to  gun 
boats.  I  ordered  the  West  End  back  immediately.  She  was  out  of 
ammunition.  I  also  telegraphed  Admiral  Lee,  asking  that  his  gunboats 
might  go  back.  Received  his  answer  after  midnight  that  he  would  act 
as  I  requested. 

JOHF  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

SUFFOLK,  YA.,  April  15, 1863. 
General  DIX: 

Up  to  this  time  I  hold  the  line  of  the  river  and  am  satisfied  nothing 
has  passed  over  yet.  The  pressure  has  been  heavy  all  along  the  river 
down  to  the  West  Branch.  Gunboats  there  are  holding  a  large  force. 
My  flanks  are  yet  intact. 

About  noon  we  silenced  the  rebel  battery  of  20-pounder  rifled,  which 
caused  so  much  trouble  yesterday.  The  Smith  Briggs  was  attacked 
near  my  headquarters  in  the  night  but  drove  off  the  rebels. 

JOH:N  j.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  April  15,  1863— p.  in. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  DIX,  U.  S.  A., 

Comdg.  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. : 

GENERAL  :  I  sent  two  armed  tugs  into  the  Nansemond  this  morning, 
where  I  have  two  other  small  and  armed  vessels.  The  Mount  Washing 
ton,  a  river  steamer  with  fixed  pieces  on  board,  was  towed  out  this 
morning  much  disabled  from  severe  fighting  in  the  Upper  ^Tansemond 
yesterday. 

You  must  not  rely  upon  these  few  frail  and  open  ferry-boats  and  river 
steamers,  which  you  call  gunboats,  to  keep  the  rebels  from  crossing  the 
Upper  Nansemoud,  which  is  long,  narrow,  and  crooked,  a  mere  creek, 
and  from  which  we  were  driven  yesterday.  These  craft  are  effective  only 
from  the  gallantry  with  which  they  are  fought,  with  their  boilers,  steam - 
pipes,  and  magazines  all  exposed  to  the  concentrated  fire  of  the  rebel 
batteries,  while  the  sharpshooters  pick  off  with  facility  our  unprotected 
gunners. 

Reflect  that  these  little  vessels  go  into  such  a  fight  much  in  the  ex 
posed  condition  in  which  breached  forts  surrender  when  their  magazines, 
&c.,  are  exposed.  I  must  call  your  attention  to  this  in  order  that  you 
may  adapt  your  military  dispositions  to  the  necessities  of  your  situation, 
which  is  not  suitable  to  the  operation  of  vessels. 

General  Keyes  keeps  calling  for  gunboats  off  Williamsburg.  This 
ship  cannot  go  there,  and  my  force  is  not  strong  enough  to  detach  from 
in  view  of  the  rebel  naval  force  above. 

The  public  interests  here  and  even  the  communications  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  depend  on  the  security  of  this  position. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

P.  S.— 4  P.  M.— Yours  of  this  date,  also  a  report  from  Lieutenant 
Gushing,  dated  1.15  p.  m.,  just  received.  Lieutenant  Gushing  says  the 
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enemy  lias  not  seen  fit  to  renew  the  action  of  yesterday ;  that  he  had 
just  received  a  dispatch  from  General  Peck  stating  that  the  rebels  had 
not  crossed  as  yet,  bat  believed  they  would  try  it  this  afternoon  or  to 
night.  Lieutenant  Gushing  says  that  the  rebels  intended  to  cross  below 
the  West  Branch  yesterday,  but  were  beaten  back  by  the  fire  of  the 
gunboats.  I  had  already  instructed  Lieutenant  Lamson  to  do  all  he 
could  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing  the  Nansemond.  Lieutenant 
Lamson  expects  to  go  up  the  river  on  the  arrival  of  the  tug  Alert,  whose 
rudder  has  been  repaired  and  is  being  shipped,  with  the  assistance  of 
a  diver. 

Lieutenant  Gushing  surmises  that  the  rebels  may  be  masking  bat 
teries  to  protect  their  crossing. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

SUFFOLK,  April  15, 1863. 
Admiral  LEE  : 

There  has  been  a  large  force  on  the  Upper  Nausemond  all  day,  but 
they  have  been  prevented  from  crossing.  I  fear  they  will  attempt  this 
to-night.  If  your  boats  can  arrive  at  once  we  shall  be  able  to  hold  the 
river. 

PECK, 
Major-  General. 


KOANOKE  ISLAND,  April  15, 1863. 

GENERAL  :  The  inclosed  letter  was  sent  open  to  me  yesterday  at  the 
blockade  below  Washington  to  be  forwarded  through  General  Dix.  I 
immediately  ran  here  to  have  them  forwarded  by  the  commanding 
officer  here.  Dispatches  for  Admiral  Lee  go  at  the  same  time. 

The  expedition  under  General  Spinola,  mentioned  in  General  Fos 
ter's  letter,  returned  to  New  Berne  the  third  day  after  it  left.  General 
S.  decided  that  his  force  was  entirely  too  small  to  attempt  to  push  its 
way  to  Washington. 

As  soon  as  I  heard  of  his  intention  to  return  I  determined  that  men 
and  supplies  could  be  sent  through  the  blockade,  and  I  placed  one  reg 
iment,  with  a  quantity  of  provisions  and  ammunition,  on  board  a  river 
steamer  and  went  with  them  myself.  After  some  little  delay  on  ac 
count  of  weather  and  the  fears  of  the  pilot  I  succeeded  by  threatening, 
promising  pecuniary  reward,  &c.,  to  push  the  boat  through.  The  navy 
gunboats  ran  up  to  the  blockade  to  assist  in  case  of  accident.  The 
steamer  went  through  safely,  I  think.  She  was  lying  (as  I  am  informed 
by  a  signal  officer)  safely  at  the  wharf  in  Washington  yesterday. 

There  are  more  troops  and  supplies  near  the  blockade  ready  to  be 
pushed  in  if  General  Foster  wishes  them. 

General  Wessells,  who  arrived  in  New  Berne  the  day  before  I  left,  in 
forms  me  in  a  dispatch  of  yesterday  that  the  enemy  are  assembling  a 
force  at  Swansborough.  From  there  they  threaten  Beaufort,  Morehead 
City,  Fort  Macon,  and  the  railroad.  This,  I  think,  is  only  to  prevent 
our  sending  too  many  of  our  forces  from  here  toward  Washington. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Flusser,  a  bold,  energetic  naval  officer,  has 
arrived  to  take  command  of  the  fleet  below  the  blockade,  and  I  think 
he  will  be  able  to  reduce  or  cripple  the  batteries  on  the  river. 

A  force  (a  brigade,  one  battery,  and  two  companies  of  cavalry)  has 
been  sent  by  General  Wessells  again  in  the  direction  of  Washington  to 
divert  the  attention  of  the  enemy  from  Washington. 
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The  force  at  present  at  New  Berne,  effective  strength,  is  in  the  neigh 
borhood  of  9,000.  I  can  still  send  a  force  to  General  Foster  and  hold 
the  place. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  N.  PALMER, 
Brigadier-  General. 

[Indorsement-l 

HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  April  17,  1863. 

Supposed  to  be  for  Major-General  Halleck,  and  respectfully  forwarded, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

STEAMER  THOMAS  COLTER,  April  15, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER,  U.  S.  V., 

Washington,  N.  C.  : 

GENERAL  :  Yesterday  your  dispatches  for  Admiral  Lee  and  General 
Dix  were  received,  and  as  soon  as  I  was  assured  of  the  safe  arrival  at 
Washington  of  the  Escort  I  determined  to  run  to  Roanoke  and  direct 
the  dispatches  forwarded  from  there.  I  wrote  to  General  Dix,  inform 
ing  him  of  what  had  occurred  since  your  letter  was  written.  I  also 
notified  the  admiral  of  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Flusser. 

I  received  the  dispatch  from  General  Wessells  informing  of  the 
assembling  of  the  enemy  of  Swansborough.  From  there  they  threaten 
the  railroad,  Morehead  City,  &c.  Give  me  your  advice,  if  possible,  as 
to  the  best  mode  of  operating  in  that  direction.  It  was  my  intention 
to  run  immediately  back  to  the  blockade,  but  I  will  return  to  New 
Berne  to  see  the  state  of  affairs  there,  in  order  to  get  more  men  and 
supplies  in  case  you  should  need  them. 

Please  inform  me  if  you  wish  the  forwarding  of  these  to  be  continued. 
I  think  Captain  Flusser  will  change  the  affairs  at  the  blockade  some 
what. 

The  Colyer  needs  a  few  hours7  work  on  her,  which  she  can  have  done 
while  her  cargo  is  getting  ready.  It  is  my  impression  that  any  amount 
of  men  and  supplies  can  be  sent  through. 

Four  thousand  men  were  ordered  from  the  Fourth  Army  Corps  to 
re-enforce  here,  and  I  sent  transportation  to  Gatesville  for  them.  The 
order  was  countermanded,  and  1  expect  the  transports  to  return  imme 
diately.  Fighting  at  Suffolk,  where  papers  say  that  Longstreet  has 
been  driven  back.  Nothing  positive,  however,  is  known. 
Very  hastily,  respectfully,  yours, 

I.  N.  PALMER, 
Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 
Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  April  15,  1863— 4-.30  p.  m. 
B.  B.  FOSTER, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  for  General  Peck,  Suffolk,  Va.  : 
Lieutenant  Gushing  reports  that  the  enemy  had  not  crossed  at  1.15 
o'clock  to-day. 

The  tug  which  brought  his  report  says  all  is  quiet  on  the  Lower  Nan- 
semond,  and  our  boats  moving  between  Hallowing  Point  and  the  ob 
structions  at  Western  Branch. 
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The  boats  were  driven  disabled  out  of  the  Upper  Nansemond  yester 
day.  The  navy  boats  will  do  all  in  their  power  to  assist  you,  but  I  fear 
those  I  could  send  this  morning  may  not  from  their  draught  be  able  to 
cross  the  obstructions. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Hear- Admiral. 

SUFFOLK,  YA.,  April  16, 1863—9.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  HALLEOK,  General-in-Chief: 

My  lines,  which  extend  along  the  Nansemond  from  mouth  of  West 
Branch  to  swamp  on  the  left,  are  occupied,  and  are  about  16  miles  in 
length.  The  enemy  has  failed  to  turn  either  flank  and  has  not  dared 
an  assault.  Longstreet  is  resolved  upon  getting  in  if  possible.  He  is 
cutting  out  extensive  roads,  destroyed  and  blocked.  Parties  were 
sent  to  blow  up  culverts,  but  failed.  My  roads  are  well  guarded.  If 
I  hold  my  flanks,  he  will  be  compelled  to  assault  after  shelling  from 
commanding  ground.  He  has  a  great  preponderance  of  artillery  as 
well  as  other  branches. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-General. 

FORT  MONROE,  YA.,  April  16, 1863—10.30  a.  m. 

(Received  11.30  a.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK,  General-in-Chief: 

General  Peck's  dispatch,  just  forwarded,  will  inform  you  of  the  state 
of  things  this  morning.  I  have  given  him  every  man  that  can  be  spared 
from  Norfolk,  and  have  taken  care  of  the  army  supplies  there,  so  that 
if  the  enemy  should  succeed  in  crossing  the  river  and  should  move  on 
that  city  he  will  find  nothing  except  coal.  No  troops  have  arrived  yet. 
If  I  had  10,000  men  I  could  land  at  Smithfield,  take  the  enemy  in  the 
rear,  and  make  his  movement  on  Suffolk  a  very  disastrous  one  to  him. 
Indeed,  we  should  have  that  additional  force  under  any  circumstances, 
as  the  number  of  men  and  quality  of  material  at  Suffolk  is  too  great  to 
be  put  at  hazard. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  April  16,  1863—10  a.  m. 
Major-General  DIX,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

Have  re-enforcements  begun  to  arrive?  Send  back  transports  as 
rapidly  as  possible;  they  are  greatly  needed  here. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

NORFOLK,  April  16,  1863. 

(Received  12.10  p.  m.) 
Major-General  HALLECK  : 

No  troops  arrived  an  hour  ago  when  I  left  Fort  Monroe.  Not  a  mo 
ment  shall  be  lost  in  the  return  of  transports.  Wires  are  down  to 
Suffolk.  I  hope  it  is  accidental. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 
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WASHINGTON,  D.  C.,  April  16, 1863, 
Major-General  Dix: 

Every  transport  that  could  be  spared  was  sent  with  troops.  When 
any  of  the  vessels  return  it  will  be  determined  whether  more  troops  can 
be  sent  to  you. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


SUFFOLK,  YA.,  April  16, 1863. 

(Received  7.20  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief  : 

My  lines  are  still  secure.  Only  one  gunboat  is  here.  Two  are  feel 
ing  their  way  up,  in  concert  with  my  batteries.  Deserters  say  Long- 
street  has  been  disappointed  in  his  operations  against  Suffolk.  He 
assured  his  troops  they  would  be  in  this  place  last  Monday. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 
Major-  Genera  I,  Co mmanding. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  16, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix: 

I  hold  the  line  of  the  river  intact.  Have  urged  the  boats  to  feel  their 
way  up  under  our  protection.  All  safe  yet. 

The  enemy  is  cutting  out  extensive  roads  that  we  obstructed  for  miles, 
and  will  perhaps  move  around  more  to  the  right.  Push  on  the  men  and 
guns. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 

SUFFOLK,  April  16, 1863. 
General  Dix  and 
General  VIELE  : 

I  have  doubled  my  patrols  on  both  railroads.  Individuals  are  trying 
to  get  in  and  blow  up  the  culverts.  One  of  my  men  was  killed  while 
guarding  the  wire. 

PECK, 
Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  YA.,  April  16, 1863. 
General  Dix: 

Have  been  on  my  lines  all  day.  We  hold  the  enemy's  forces  in  check, 
and  I  hope  he  will  not  be  able  to  get  over  the  river.  Only  the  Smitn 
Briggs  is  here.  One  or  two  boats  are  feeling  their  way  up  slowly  in 
connection  with  the  troops  along  the  shore.  Longstreet  must  be  wait 
ing  for  Hill,  who  can  come  by  rail  via  Weldon.  All  parties  distinctly 
state  that  such  a  combination  was  made.  They  want  the  whole  line  of 
the  James  a  port  for  their  iron-clads,  and  will  ere  long  draw  in  their 
lines. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 
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UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

April  16,  1863—1  a.  m. 
General  PECK: 

Your  dispatch  is  just  received.  We  have  now  four  vessels  in  the 
Nansemond  with  orders  to  do  their  best  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
crossing  it.  I  fear  that  but  one  of  these  will  be  able  to  get  above  the 
obstructions.  Two  of  our  lightest  draughts  have  returned  disabled. 
The  vessels  expected  from  the  Potomac  have  not  arrived. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Hear- Admiral. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  April  16,  1863. 
Admiral  LEE  : 

Every  disposable  man  has  been  put  on  the  river.  I  have  re-enforced 
General  Peck  to  the  extent  of  my  ability.  If  your  gunboats  could  feel 
their  way  up  we  could  protect  them  from  our  side.  The  West  End  was 
disabled,  but  went  up  again  at  6  last  evening.  Our  line  is  intact  as 
yet.  I  am  just  going  to  Norfolk  to  be  back  to-night. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Neivport  News,  April  16, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  DIX,  U.  S.  A., 

Comdg.  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  The  master  of  the  bark  Edisto  informed  me,  in  his  letter 
of  March  22,  that— 

While  lying  at  anchor  in  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac  River,  with  a  head  wind,  the 
captain  of  the  port  of  Fortress  Monroe  came  up  and  boarded  my  vessel  and  demanded 
my  papers,  as  he  suspected  contraband  goods,  and  after  a  careful  overhauling  of  the 
same  said  they  were  all  right,  but  ordered  me  into  Hampton  Roads. 

Did  Captain  Millward  order  the  Edisto  here  after  he  had  ascertained 
that  she  was  all  right  and  had  notified  her  master?  If  so,  was  the 
Edisto  communicated  with  by  the  army  authorities  and  notified  that 
she  could  proceed  on  her  voyage  after  her  arrival  outside  the  guard 
ship  and  before  she  attempted  to  run  into  the  Roads  ?  I  ask  the  favor 
of  a  reply  at  your  convenience,  for  my  report  of  the  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S."  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


FORT  MONROE,  April  16,  1863. 
Major-General  PECK: 

Just  returned  from  Norfolk.    Troops  are  arriving  and  will  be  sent 
over  without  delav. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Yorktown,  April  16,  1863. 
Major- General  Dix, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia,  Fort  Monroe  : 
The  enemy's  pickets  are  in  Williamsburg,  and  Governor  Wise's  troops 
have  taken  and  paroled  as  prisoners  of  war  two  cavalrymen  who  were 
acting  as  nurses  to  the  insane — to  those  whom  Governor  Wise  styled 
Virginia's  "little  ones,"  and  as  belonging  to  a  "hospital  the  most  ex 
empt  of  all  from  the  least  touch  of  war."  I  have  ordered  Dr.  Wager 
and  the  two  paroled  cavalrymen  to  withdraw  from  the  asylum. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major- General. 


FORT  MONROE,  YA.,  April  16, 1863. 

(Received  6  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief: 

I  send  a  dispatch  from  General  Foster  of  the  12th.  I  have  one  from 
General  Palmer  of  the  15th  saying  that  a  river  steamboat,  with  supplies 
of  provisions  and  ammunition  and  a  regiment,  had  run  the  blockade, 
and  was  safe  at  the  wharf  at  Washington  the  14th : 

FORT  WASHINGTON,  N.  C.,  April  12, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  no  very  material  change  in  the  position 
of  opposing  forces  around  this  town  has  taken  place  since  the  date  of  my  letter  of  the 
5th  instant.  The  enemy  has  heen  constantly  at  work  erecting  batteries,  and  now  has 
in  full  operation  six  batteries,  mounting  seven  guns,  on  this  side  of  the  river,  north 
side  of  the  town,  and  three  batteries,  mounting  six  guns,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river  opposite  the  town.  Added  to  these  are  the  batteries  erected  to  prevent  boats 
coming  up  the  river,  some  miles  down.  The  guns  are,  however,  mostly  rifled,  of 
small  caliber,  none  being  larger  than  20-pounder  Parrotts,  except  one  32-pounder 
smooth-bore.  The  works  of  the  defensive  have  kept  pace  with  the  offensive,  being 
always  a  little  ahead,  and  the  result  of  each  day's  firing  has  been  the  silencing  of  the 
enemy's  batteries,  forcing  them  to  withdraw  their  guns  from  sight.  The  firing  on 
both  sides  is  quite  sharp  for  a  short  time  each  day.  No  killed  or  wounded  since  my 
last  letter.  The  force  that  I  directed  to  march  for  my  relief  from  New  Berne  has  not 
as  yet  exhibited  any  result.  General  Palmer  reports  that  the  advance  guard  left 
New  Berne  on  Wednesday  under  General  Spinola.  The  latter  general  was  under  the 
impression  that  the  whole  force  in  his  front  was  16,000  men,  double  his  own  force.  I 
have  therefore  to  renew  my  application  for  re-enforcements,  and  that  the  number  be 
increased  to  10,000  men;  also  for  General  Naglee,  who  has  been  ordered  to  report  to 
me.  He  hurried  off  as  soon  as  possible  to  take  command  of  the  operating  force.  I 
am  confident  that  I  can  hold  out  here  provided  I  am  supplied  with  ammunition  and 
provisions  from  below.  There  is  no  great  difficulty  in  supplying  us  by  means  of  ves 
sels  and  boats  running  the  gauntlet  of  the  batteries;  and  although  the  gunboats  and 
our  transports  have  not  as  yet  fulfilled  our  expectations  in  this  respect,  yet  I  am  in 
formed  by  General  Palmer  that  arrangements  are  now  made  to  send  me  supplies  of 
men  and  ammunition.  I  do  not  intend  to  yield  one  inch  on  any  point  if  I  can  in  any 
way  prevent  it,  and  shall  therefore  contest  the  occupation  of  this  place  until  General 
Hill  is  forced  to  withdraw.  I  beg  that  you  will  look  favorably  upon  my  application 
for  re-enforcements,  unless  the  necessities  of  the  service  forbid  it,  for  without  them 
some  disaster  to  our  arms  may  occur  in  this  department.  The  enemy's  numbers  are 
fully  equal  to  the  representations  in  my  letters  of  last  month,  and  from  their  move 
ments  I  am  confirmed  in  my  opinion  that  as  soon  as  the  main  army  is  forced  to  evac 
uate  Virginia  the  field  of  operations  will  be  this  State ;  hence  their  efforts  to  obtain 
possession  of  the  eastern  counties,  which  are  the  most  fertile  in  the  State. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 
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NEW  BERNE,  N.  C.,  April  16,  1863. 

(Received  April  17,  6.20  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief: 

I  left  Washington,  N.  C.,  yesterday  morning  and  run  past  the  rebel 
batteries  in  the  steamer  Escort,  which  had  reached  Washington  the 
previous  night  with  the  Fifth  Ehode  Island  Volunteers  and  supplies  on 
board.  My  object  is  to  take  the  field  at  the  head  of  the  relieving  forces 
and  to  fight  a  decisive  battle,  but  I  am  not  sure  of  the  result.  I  have 
sent  two  dispatches  for  re-enforcements  from  the  Department  of  Vir 
ginia,  but  understand  none  can  be  sent.  General  Naglee  shows  me  Gen 
eral  Culluin's  dispatch  of  the  13th  instant  saying  none  can  be  sent  from 
the  Department  of  the  South.  1  have  to  ask  again,  very  respectfully,  to 
have  the  detachment  of  the  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  now  in  the  Depart 
ment  of  the  South,  ordered  back  as  soon  as  possible,  inasmuch  as  the 
rebel  forces  at  Charleston,  now  liberated  by  the  failure  of  the  attack,  will 
re-enforce  the  already  large  force  in  this  State  against  which  I  am  now 
contending.  I  left  the  troops  in  Washington  in  good  spirits,  the  de 
fenses  good,  and  everything  favorable  for  holding  out  as  long  as  may  be 
desired. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-  General. 


NEW  BERNE,  N.  C.,  April  16,  [1863]. 

(Keceived  April  18,  11.35  a.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief: 

I  have  been  obliged  to  concentrate  my  forces  in  sufficient  numbers  to 
meet  the  overpowering  forces  of  the  enemy  and  to  evacuate  Elizabeth 
City,  Winfield,  and  Plymouth.  This  step  was  rendered  necessary  owing 
to  information  from  Fort  Monroe,  showing  that  no  re-enforcements  could 
be  expected  from  there,  and  from  the  telegram  of  General  Cullum  to 
General  Naglee  saying  that  no  troops  could  be  expected  from  the  Depart 
ment  of  the  South. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-  Genera  £,  Comm anding. 


NEW  BERNE,  N.  C.,  April  16,  1863. 

(Received  April  18, 11.20  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief: 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  advance  of  Heckman's  brigade 
has  arrived  from  the  Department  of  the  South.  I  am  very  grateful  for 
this  opportune  re-enforcement,  which  will  be  of  great  service  in  the  opera 
tions  which,  commencing  to-morrow,  will  culminate  in  a  battle  in  a  few 
days.  May  I  respectfully  urge  again  the  necessity  of  transferring  the 
whole  of  the  detachment  of  the  Eighteenth  Army  Corps  to  North  Caro 
lina  ?  My  reason  for  reiterating  this  request  is  that  re-enforcements  are 
daily  arriving  to  General  D.  H.  Hill,  and  are  supposed  to  be  from  vi 
cinity  of  Charleston,  though  one  of  these  regiments  is  known  to  be  from 
Longstreet's  force  on  the  Blackwater.  General  Longstreet  was  with 
General  Hill  in  conference  the  other  day  in  front  of  Washington,  N.  C. 
The  object  and  purpose  of  the  consultation  is  not  known,  but  must  of 
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course  have  been  in  regard,  to  co-operation  of  the  forces  on  the  Black- 
water  and  of  North  Carolina,  and  from  the  presence  of  a  Virginia  brigade 
and  the  one  regiment  recently  arrived  from  the  Blaekwater  I  believe 
the  feint  to  be  on  the  Blackwater  and  the  real  attack  to  be  here.  These 
facts  are  submitted  for  your  consideration. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


FORT  MONROE,  April  17, 1863. 
Major-General  HALLECK  : 
Is  any  general  officer  to  come  with  the  troops? 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington ,  April  17,  1863—12  noon. 
Major-General  DIX,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

You  already  have  a  larger  proportion  of  general  officers  than  we  have 
here ;  nevertheless,  if  possible,  I  will  send  you  another.  Whether  4,000 
more  troops  can  be  sent  to  you  will  depend  upon  the  condition  of  affairs 
when  the  transports  return.  In  any  forward  operations  by  you  against 
the  enemy,  is  not  West  Point  the  proper  point!  I  will  write  you  more 
fully  by  mail. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.,  April  17,  1863. 
Major-General  DIX,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  If  the  enemy  has  given  up  his  attempt  upon  Suffolk  and 
Norfolk  it  is  probably  on  account  of  a  movement  of  General  Hooker. 
I  think  that  Lee's  main  army  will  be  massed  between  Richmond  and 
the  Rappahannock.  This  would  of  course  give  you  an  opportunity  to 
operate  in  the  direction  of  Hicks'  Ford  or  Weldon,  to  destroy  the  rail 
roads  connecting  with  the  South.  But  would  that  be  a  safe  operation? 
Moreover,  would  it  not  be  contrary  to  principle  ?  The  enemy  would 
be  between  you  and  Hooker's  army  ready  to  strike  at  either.  Would 
he  not  in  his  central  position  have  the  same  advantage  over  you  and 
Hooker  which  he  had  last  year  over  McClellan  and  Pope  ?  It  certainly 
seems  so  to  me.  Moreover,  while  you  were  operating  south  of  James 
River  might  not  the  enemy  recapture  Williamsburg  and  Yorktown  ? 
Would  it  not  be  more  in  accordance  with  principles  for  you  and 
Hooker  to  act  as  nearly  together  as  possible  and  at  the  same  time  to 
secure  your  smaller  force  from  the  enemy's  heavy  blows'?  Suppose 
while  General  Hooker  operates  against  the  enemy's  front  you  threaten 
his  flank  and  rear  by  the  Pamunkey  and  Mattapony  in  such  a  way  as 
to  secure  your  own  retreat,  would  there  not  be  greater  chance  of  suc 
cess  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  West  Point  furnishes  you  a  most  excellent 
base  for  such  an  operation.  With  the  gunboats  and  a  few  heavy  guns 
put  in  battery  it  could  be  made  secure  against  greatly  superior  num 
bers.  Moreover,  while  affording  assistance  to  Hooker's  operations  it 
will  serve  as  a  protection  to  your  line  by  Williamsburg  and  Yorktown. 
I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  moment  you  can  safely  withdraw 
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troops  from  the  south  side  of  Jaines  Elver  you  should  occupy  West 
Point  and  operate  as  here  suggested.  The  movement  if  made  should 
be  prompt  and  rapid,  so  as  to  force  the  enemy  to  give  up  all  attempts 
upon  Suffolk  and  Norfolk. 

Please  inform  me  by  telegraph  whether  you  adopt  my  views,  but 
without  stating  what  they  are. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-ill-  Chief. 


FORT  MONROE,  YA.,  April  17, 18G3. 

(Received  9  p.  in.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief  : 

We  need  field  artillery  at  Suffolk  by  reason  of  the  extent  of  our  lines. 
If  you  can  send  two  or  three  batteries  it  would  be  a  great  relief. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


FORT  MONROE,  April  17, 1863. 
Maj  or-General  H  ALLE  CK,  General-in-  Chief  : 

Everything  quiet  last  night.  Some  fighting  yesterday.  I  am  going 
up  the  Nansemond  this  morning.  Six  thousand  men  have  arrived. 
Yesterday  we  captured  the  equipage  of  a  regiment. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  April  17,  1863. 
Major-General  PECK: 

I  know  nothing  of  the  organization  of  the  troops  that  have  come  and 
are  coming.  I  have  sent  you,  with  the  Nineteenth  Wisconsin  and  Ninth 
Vermont,  about  5,000  men ;  more  coming.  In  order  not  to  lose  a  mo 
ment  I  have  not  stopped  them  here.  You  must  use  them  as  you  think 
best.  I  am  not  even  advised  whether  a  general  officer  is  coming;  hope 
to  learn  this  morning. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  17, 1863. 
General  DIX: 

We  are  safe  on  the  river.  West  End  is  probably  below.  One  of  the 
boats  is  working  along  up  slowly  in  conjunction  with  the  troops.  I 
hold  five  points  with  artillery,  and  all  the  others  are  guarded.  Gen 
eral  Hood  cannot  force  the  river  now. 

JOHN  J.  PEOK, 

Major-  General. 
40  R  R— VOL  xvni 
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FORT  MONROE,  April  17,  1SG3. 
Major-General  PECK  : 

There  are  eight  Nav3>"  gunboats  on  the  Nansemond,  six  at  and  below 
West  Branch.  The  enemy  must  cross  if  at  all  [high]  up.  The  battery 
at  West  Branch  was  silenced  after  disabling  the  Teazer.  Lieutenant 
Gushing  is  confident  the  railroad  from  Philadelphia*  is  reopened  and  the 
bridge  rebuilt.  If  so,  the  enemy  is  at  ease  as  to  supplies. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  YA.,  April  17, 18G3. 
Major-General  HALLECK,  Washington  : 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  say  that  I  hold  everything.  The  enemy 
maneuvered  to  throw  me  off  my  guard  on  the  river  below,  which  had 
the  effect  opposite  to  his  wishes.  Instead  of  withdrawing  I  re-enforced 
considerably.  New  troops  have  just  arrived.  Whether  they  arrived 
or  not,  no  yielding  or  surrender  would  be  permitted. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


SUFFOLK,  YA.,  April  17,  1863. 
Major-General  DIX: 

I  have  ordered  Major  Stratton  with  a  force  to  South  Mills  to  hold 
that  outlet  at  all  hazards  and  to  watch  General  Hill's,  moves.  He  is 
directed  to  communicate  with  any  troops  at  Elizabeth  City.  My  line 
will  be  the  Nanseinoiid  River,  the  Dismal  Swamp  to  the  Pasquotank 
River.  General  Yiele  will  of  course  aid  all  he  can  with  his  men. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


SUFFOLK,  April  17, 1863. 
Major-General  DIX: 

Longstreet  has  not  asked  for  the  women  and  children.  All  commu 
nication  is  cut  off  for  them,  and  they  can  get  no  supplies  from  without. 
In  a  short  time  they  will  have  to  be  fed  by  us.  1  believe  I  shall  call 
upon  him  to  remove  them  or  feed  them. 

PECK, 
Major-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  April  17, 1863. 
Major- General  PECK  : 

More  troops  have  goae.  I  have  now  sent  7,400.  Give  me  every 
morning  a  brief  resume  of  the  preceding  twenty-four  hours,  and  I  wiil^ 
advise  the  General-in-Chief.  I  think  of  going  up  the  Nansemond  this 
morning  to  West  Branch  5  perhaps  higher  up. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

*  Cipher. 
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FOKT  MONROE,  April  17,  1863. 
Major-General  PECK  : 

Colonel  Gurney  is  in  command.  He  is  just  leaving.  It  is  a  regu 
larly  organized  division.  Foster  being  re- enforced,  Hill  cannot  —  —  * 
Can  you  not  now  act  on  the  offensive?  With  your  prudence  I  should 
fear  no  evil  result.  The  enemy  is  full  of  stratagem  and  will  need  -care 
ful  watching.  I  am  just  off  for  Nansemond. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  17,  1863. 
General  VIELE  : 

We  hold  everything  up  to  this  time.  Both  my  flanks  are  threatened. 
Longstreet  is  pressing  on  the  river.  He  is  building  batteries  at  the 
mouth  of  the  West  Branch.  Only  one  boat  is  with  me.  My  impres 
sion  is  he  cannot  force  a  passage.  Much  skirmishing  on  all  the  ave 
nues  of  approach. 
Press  on  the  men.  Advise  me  of  everything  you  hear. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


BERNE,  N.  0.,  April  17,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Gcneral-in-  Chief: 

Being  about  to  start  with  a  relieving  force  to  raise  the  siege  of  Wash 
ington,  I  learned  that  the  enemy  had  evacuated  the  batteries  in  front  of 
Washington,  and  deserters  say  that  the  cause  was  that  they  -were  or 
dered  to  re-enforce  the  army  in  Virginia.  I  shall  march  myself  with  my 
force  in  pursuit  and  endeavor  to  overtake  the  enemy. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-  General. 

SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  17,  1863. 
General  DIX  : 

I  expect  they  will  attempt  to  force  a  crossing  somewhere  in  the  dark 
ness.  Have  taken  great  pains  and  every  precaution.  One  of  the  rail 
ways  is  complete,  so  deserters  say.  All  activity  along  the  river.  Their 
sharpshooters  are  very  numerous.  Have  you  any  ?  WTe  felt  the  enemy 
to-day  on  the  South  Quay  and  fo.und  his  force  large.  WTill  more  chil 
dren  |  cavalry]  arrive  ? 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major  -General. 


SUFFOLK,  April  17, 1863. 
Maj  or- General  DIX: 

Your  message  is  not  complete.  It  asks  if  I  can  act  offensively ;  also 
says  you  fear  evil  will  result,  as  enemy  is  full  of  stratagems.  Will  you 
repeat  it  9  My  opinion  is  that  we  shall  have  all  we  can  do  to  hold  the 
Nausemond  and  Dismal  Swamp  and  Pasquotank.  I  am  pressing  them 
with  light  troops,  and  brisk  firing  is  heard  in  several  directions. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 

*  Message  incomplete  as  sent.    No  record  of  it  as  received. 
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TOUT  MONROE,  April  17, 18G3. 
Major- General  PECK  : 

I  said  through  your  prudence  there  would  be  no  evil  result  from  your 
acting  offensively,  and  that  the  enemy  was  full  of  stratagems  and 
needed  close  watching.  I  have  just  returned  from  West  Branch. 
Brought  down  General  French's  engineer.  He  was  captured  this  morn 
ing  by  Lieutenant  Cushing's  picket.  Will  telegraph  again. 

JOHIs  A.  MX, 

Major -General. 


SUFFOLK,  April  37,  1863—8.50  p.  in. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Until  some  men  are  executed  in  front  of  Fort  Union  for  cowardice  I 
shall  not  feel  safe  in  my  responsible  command.  Some  companies  have 
behaved  very  badly,  and  the  example  is  highly  pernicious.  I  must  try 
them,  and  must  be  sustained  when  I  act. 

PECK, 
Major- General. 

FORT  MONROE, 'April  17, 1863. 
Major-General  PECK,  Commanding,  Suffolk : 

You  will  be  sustained  in  any  measures  you  may  adopt  for  the  punish 
ment  of  cowardice  or  misbehavior  in  the  face  of  the  enemy.  Try  the 
miscreants  at  once.  I  have  recommended  Colonel  Foster's  promotion. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

YORKTOWN,  April  17,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix,  Commanding : 

Yesterday  I  found  a  rebel  battery  of  two  rifled  guns  (Lieutenant 
Gillis  thought  they  were  Whitworths)  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Parnun- 
key,  3  miles  above  West  Point.  They  fired  some  twenty  or  thirty  shots 
at  us,  which  fell  over  and  all  around  us,  but  none  struck  the  gunboat. 
This  morning  at  4  o'clock  I  noticed  the  glare  of  camp  fires  on  the  clouds 
on  the  Gloucester  side.  The  glare  represented  a  large  camp,  but  it  was 
probably  that  of  the  500  cavalry  over  there. 

Governor  Wise's  pickets  are  now  above  Williamsburg.  His  boast 
ing  to  take  the  forts  has  not  yet  been  made  good. 

As  it  is  represented  the  inmates  of  the  asylum  are  on  the  borders  of 
absolute  starvation  I  have  ordered  up  ten  days7  rations  and  sent  back 
the  paroled  attendants. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major- General, 


HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
OFFICE  OF  THE  ASSISTANT  ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 

Fort  YorJctotcn,  Va.,  April  17,  1863. 
Lieuten ant-Colonel  FARNS WORTH, 

Chief  Quartermaster  Fourth  Corps : 

COLONEL:  The  commanding  general  is  informed  that  notwithstand 
ing  the  late  occupation  of  Williamsburg  by  the  rebel  forces  under  Gen- 
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eral  Wise  and  the  consequent  abandonment  of  the  city  by  the  Union 
troops,  no  provision  whatever  has  been  made  for  the  support  of  the  in 
mates  of  the  lunatic  asylum,  tenanted  as  it  is  by  their  own  kith  and  kin 
and  by  a  class  of  patients  demanding  of  all  the  civilized  world  the 
tenderest  care  and  solicitude. 

The  commanding  general  is  not  willing  that  the  imputation  of  inhu 
manity  and  want  of  civilization,  so  justly  chargeable  to  these  traitors  to 
their  country  and  enemies  of  their  own  blood,  should  rest,  even  with  the 
lightest  touch  of  seeming  truth,  upon  himself  or  those  in  his  command 
as  representing  in  this  section  of  the  country  the  dignity  and  care  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Notwithstanding,  therefore,  that  many  of  the  servants  of  the  asylum 
and  nurses  of  its  inmates  were  forcibly  carried  away  by  the  rebels  and 
the  majority  of  the  others  have,  of  their  own  will,  abandoned  their 
charge;  notwithstanding  that  two  of  our  own  soldiers  placed  as  nurses 
to  the  lunatics  were  captured  and  paroled  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  not 
withstanding  that  the  city  of  Williamsburg  and  the  asylum  are  not 
occupied  by  the  forces  of  the  United  States  and  are  beyond  the  picket 
lines  of  those  forces,  yet,  in  the  name  of  humanity  and  Christianity, 
the  commanding  general  directs  that  a  ten  days7  supply  of  rations  for 
250  men  (that  being  about  the  number  of  inmates  at  present  in  the 
asylum)  be  sent  at  once  to  Williamsburg  to  be  delivered  at  once  to  the 
officer  in  charge  of  the  asylum  for  the  use  of  its  inmates. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  C.  SUYDAM, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


YORKTOWN,  VA.,  April  17,  1863. 
Col.  R.  M.  WEST, 

Commanding  Advanced  Brigade: 

Johnson's  regiment  will  remain  with  you  for  the  present  at  least;  they 
had  better  make  camp,  and  shelter  tents  will  be  furnished  them  011 
requisition  to-morrow.  The  general  has  urged  the  matter  of  a  gunboat 
near  you  on  James  River,  but  Admiral  Lee  says  that  it  cannot  be  fur 
nished  ;  consequently  the  whole  left  flank  on  the  river  from  a  short  dis 
tance  above  Newport  News  is  open  and  will  need  constant  watching.  A 
squadron  of  the  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry  will  report  to  you  to-mor 
row;  they  will  have  shelter  tents;  they  are  about  100  strong.  The  gen 
eral  desires  that  Mr.  Sweeny  make  an  official  written  application  for  the 
protection  asked  for  the  asylum,  stating  on  what  it  is  based;  he  will 
then  give  it  the  proper  consideration.  Meantime  he  desires  that  Mr. 
Sweeny  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Colonel  Farnsworth  in 
regard  to  sending  the  supplies  to  the  asylum,  that  General  Wise  may 
learn  in  what  estimation  he  is  held.  Major  Hall  has  not  seen  the  gen 
eral,  who  directs  that  you  picket  your  left  as  strongly  as  possible  with 
the  forces  which  will  be  at  your  command. 

C.  C.  SUYDAM, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  April  17,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER: 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL  :  Your  dispatch  went  to  General  Halleck  last 
evening.     A  letter  from  General  Palmer  three  days  later  (the  15th)  in- 
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formed  us  that  yon  bad  received  a  regiment,  with  ammunition  and  pro 
visions,  through  the  blockade. 

I  am  very  sorry  I  cannot  aid  you.  Suffolk  is  closely  invested  by 
Longstreet  with  over  30,000  men.  The  left  bank  of  the  Nansemond  to 
the  West  Branch  is  occupied.  Our  gunboats  hold  the  river  and  pre 
vent  the  enemy  from  crossing,  but  he  has  disabled  several  of  them.  We 
have  our  hands  full.  I  have  just  returned  from  the  West  Branch,  where 
the  enemy  has  a  battery  and  rifle-pits,  from  which  the  firing  is- incessant. 

We  captured  General  French's  engineer  to-day. 

Thus  far  the  enemy  has  gained  no  advantage  over  us. 

Trusting  your  gallant  resistance  may  be  successful,  I  am,  sincerely, 
yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  April  17,  1863. 
Major-General  FOSTER, 

Commanding  Military  Department  of  North  Carolina : 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL:  I  am  glad  to  hear  by  the  steamer  Spaulding 
that  you  are  at  New  Berne.  The  experience  attending  your  escape 
will  give  you  a  practical  idea  of  the  difference  between  the  endurance 
and  capabilities  of  frail,  improvised  wooden  gunboats  and  earthworks. 
I  saw  in  the  papers  that  a  brigade  hesitated  to  land  and  attack,  but 
waited  for  the  little  Lock  wood  "to  silence  a  battery  of  field  artillery  oc 
cupying  earthworks  which  the  enemy  had  abandoned  last  spring. 

I  mention  this  now  that  you  are  in  less  trouble,  as  in  your  private 
letter  from  Washington  you  speak  of  the  gunboats  as  having  too  much 
veneration  for  such  batteries.  The  Army  places  a  complimentary  but 
exaggerated  opinion  upon  the  capabilities  of  these  gunboats. 

In  the  Mississippi  a  scattered  battery  of  six  small  field  pieces  did 
great  damage  to  two  regular  Navy  gunboats  commanded  by  gallant 
officers.  Here,  at  this  time,  on  the  narrow  Upper  Nansemond,  a  miser 
able  creek,  our  frail,  light-armed,  light-draught  steam-craft,  called  gun 
boats,  with  their  powder  and  steam  magazines  and  their  machinery  all 
so  exposed  and  so  vulnerable,  are  fighting  the  enemy's  artillery  and 
sharpshooters  with  great  gallantry  and  sustaining  much  loss  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  injury  to  the  vessels,  which  are  much  cut  up,  grounding, 
and  having  no  water  to  work  in. 

The  combat  would  be  much  more  equal  if  our  troops  fought  theirs 
with  like  means,  as  they  should  do,  but  somehow  they  don't  see  it. 

The  calls  so  numerous  and  so  constant  for  gunboats  to  defend  army 
posts  are  distressing,  because  so  earnest  and  so  much  beyond  my  means 
to  supply. 

This  important  point  (Newport  News),  upon  the  preservation  of  which 
the  public  interests  in  this  quarter,  the  seat  of  Government,  and  even 
the  communications  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  depend,  is  weakened 
in  its  movable  force  to  assist  the  army  in  its  occupation  of  its  many 
detached  and  assailable  positions  in  the  Sounds  and  here ;  but  I  will 
write  you  a  brief  official  letter  on  this  subject. 

As  I  have  before  proposed  to  you,  these  detached  and  weak  positions 
should  be  abandoned  and  our  forces  concentrated,  then  we  can  attack 
instead  of  being  attacked  in  detail.  This  concentration  cannot  be  ef 
fected  as  respects  the  naval  force  until  it  is  done  by  the  army,  as  the 
gunboats  are  required  at  the  principal  positions  occupied  by  the  army. 
Therefore  the  change  depends  upon  you  there  and  General  Dix  here. 
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Last  spring  we  concentrated  and  defeated  the  enemy.  Since  then  we 
have  spread  out  and  now  the  enemy  is  attacking  us  in  detail.  If  not  too 
late,  I  suggest,  as  I  did  last  fall  when  my  views  were  communicated  by 
the  Navy  to  the  War  Department,  razing  all  their  works.  Their  works 
are  numerous  in  this  vicinity,  tempting  a  struggle  for  reoccupation  and 
giving  them  a  great  advantage  if  reoccupied.  I  have  and  shall  make 
every  effort  to  co-operate  with  you. 

The  interest  I  feel  in  this  great  subject  will  be  sufficient  to  excuse  the 
freedom  with  which  I  communicate  nay  views  in  reply  to  your  private 
letter  of  the  12th  instant,  which  I  partly  answered  on  the  16th  instant. 
Heartily  wishing  you  success,  I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear -Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  April  17,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix: 

GENERAL  :  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  sketch  received  this  evening  by 
the  Spaulding  showing  that  the  enemy  has  reoccupied  his  old  earth 
works  at  Washington,  N.  C.  This  experience  sustains  the  views  I  have 
heretofore  presented  for  your  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral. 

NEAR  CORE  CREEK,  N.  C., 

April  17,  [1863]— 1.45  p.  in. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  HOFFMAN  : 

COLONEL  :  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  this  date,  and  shall  ob 
serve  its  contents.  The  enemy's  pickets  were  driven  in  on  the  railroad 
last  night  and  at  crossing  of  Dover  road.  They  were  driven  from  their 
intrenchrnents  after  the  forcing  of  the  creek.  We  have  1  man  killed 
and  4  wounded  and  taken  4  prisoners.  The  position  on  the  railroad 
has  no  weakness  save  that  it  may  be  turned. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

HENEY  PEINCE, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


NEAR  CORE  CREEK,  N.  C., 

April  17,  1863—7.15  p.  m., 
Lieutenant-Colonel  HOFFMAN  : 

COLONEL  :  We  have  entertained  the  enemy  very  much  to-day;  during 
the  entire  day  we  have  occupied  his  attention.  My  best  information  is 
that  besides  Netifercutt's  300  men  there  is  a  regiment,  the  Thirty-third 
[Sixty-third]  North  Carolina,  at  Wise's  Cross-Eoads;  Eausom's  brigade 
a  mile  or  so  this  side  of  Kinston.  We  have  observed  evidences  of  a 
force  on  the  railroad,  4  miles  in  our  front,  and  we  have  rumors  of  a 
force  at  Sandy  Eidge  fortified,  We  are  encamped  on  the  east  side  of 
Core  Creek,  holding  the  railroad  crossing  and  the  Dover  Crossing  with 
pickets  beyond  the  creek. 
Yours,  truly, 

UEN11V  PIUNOE. 
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FORT  MONROE,  YA.,  April  18, 1863. 

(Received  1.30  p.  in.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief  : 

Your  dispatch,  by  Lieutenant  Beaumont,  is  received.  I  have  long 
been  in  favor  of  occupying  the  point  referred  to.  Will  write  fully  by 
mail.  May  go  to  Suffolk  to-day.  It  is  closely  invested.  1  was  up  to 
the  enemy's  batteries  on  the  Nansemond  yesterday.  They  have  re 
opened  the  railroad  from  the  Blackwater  and  are  redoubling  their 
efforts.  One  gunboat  was  disabled  yesterday. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major -General. 


FORT  MONROE,  YA.,  April  18, 1863—8  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  9,10  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief : 

I  have  been  all  day  in  Suffolk.  We  have  ascertained  that  the  en 
emy's  force  is  about  38,000.  There  are  four  divisions.  The  largest, 
General  Hood's,  numbers  11,000.  They  have  come  for  a  campaign  and 
not  for  a  raid  or  a  diversion.  Hill's  force  in  North  Carolina,  numbering 
22,000,  was  to  have  joined  them.  Longstreet,  French,  Pickett,  Hood, 
and  Anderson  are  before  Suffolk.  I  telegraphed  General  Peck  yester 
day  to  prepare  to  act  on  the  offensive,  and  went  over  to-day  to  confer 
with  him  on  the  subject.  He  will  attack  a  battery  to-night,  and  if  he 
succeeds  he  will  attack  one  of  the  enemy's  divisions  to-morrow  in  force. 
I  will  write  you  in  full  in  a  day  or  two  in  regard  to  this  department  and 
the  views  contained  in  your  letter. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
•  Major- General. 


FORT  MONROE,  YA.,  April  18, 1863. 

(Eeceived  11.50  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief  : 

Dispatches  from  General  Foster  state  that  General  Hill  has  abandoned 
Washington.  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  to  carry  out  the  plan  of  recapturing 
Suffolk  and  Norfolk.  Our  information,  from  a  variety  of  sources,  shows 
that  this  is  the  settled  purpose  of  the  enemy,  and  I  am  satisfied  that 
nothing  but  a  vigorous  and  successful  movement  on  the  part  of  General 
Hooker  can  prevent  the  intended  co-operation  of  Hill  and  Longstreet, 
with  60,000  men,  on  the  Nansemond. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


SUFFOLK,  YA.,  April  18, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief: 

General  Longstreet  has  been  made  a  lieutenant-general.  Major-Gen- 
eral  French  has  joined  him,  and  is  in  command  of  Southeast  Yirginia. 
His  chief  engineer  was  taken  yesterday  laying  out  works.  No  change 
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in  the  enemy's  position,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained.  He  is  still  press 
ing  my  right,  and  hopes  to  first  destroy  the  gunboats  and  then  cross 
under  his  batteries.  He  will  not  succeed. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


FORT  MONROE,  April  18,  1803. 
Major-General  PECK: 

I  sent  a  12-pounder.  I  expect  carriages  from  Washington  to-day  and 
will  send  you  some  Parrotts.  I  have  asked  General  Halleck  for  some 
cavalry. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  18, 1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

The  capture  of  Major-General  French's  engineer  indicates  some  con 
nection  with  North  Carolina.  General  French  ranks  many  of  these 
oincers,  and  would  hardly  come  without  a  command.  What  is  the 
latest  from  North  Carolina  ? 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 

SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  18, 1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

We  are  as  yesterday.  The  enemy  is  pressing  on  the  river.  Made 
several  attacks  on  the  Edenton  road  last  night.  Richmond  Sentinel 
of  16th  says : 

Longstreet  cannot  fail.  Ho  is  a  great  general,  and  has  all  the  means  for  great  suc 
cess.  Suffolk  is  to  fall. 

We  shall  see. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  18,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

We  still  hold  the  line  of  the  Nansemond.  During  yesterday  General 
Getty  and  the  naval  officers  reported  great  activity  oil  the  part  of  the 
enemy  in  the  lower  part  of  the  river,  near  West  Branch  j  extensive 
works  were  being  erected  and  everything  indicated  a  purpose  to  cross 
under  fire  of  their  batteries.  I  re-enforced  them  to  the  extent  of  my 
ability,  and  sent  down  hay  for  the  protection  of  the  boats.  The  naval 
officers  think  one  bridge  is  opposite  Sleepy  Hole,  and  works  being 
erected. 

The  enemy  was  felt  of  smartly  on  all  the  roads  yesterday  and  found 
in  superior  numbers  at  all  points.  Unless  a  diversion  is  made  by  Gen 
eral  Hooker,  or  in  some  quarter,  Longstreet  will  fortify  a  line  and  hold 
it  as  long  as  he  can.  I  wish  you  would  head  a  force  at  Srnithfield. 
Hooker  or  Hunter  should  send  you  a  corps. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-General. 
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SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  18, 1863. 
Admiral  LEE,  Newport  News : 

Men  who  have  corne  in  this  evening  say  the  rebels  have  eight  iron 
boats  in  the  James  Eiver  that  will  come  down  so  as  to  threaten  the 
Nanseniond,  Norfolk,  and  other  places.  He  will  attack  me  to-morrow 
early,  and  will  attempt  to  carry  the  line  of  the  river.  I  hope  you  will 
be  able  to  send  me  sufficient  light  boats  to  hold  it. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  Neics,  Va.,  April  18,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  II.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe  : 

SIR  :  I  do  not  see  the  propriety  of  continuing  our  small  vessels  in  the 
Upper  Nansemond,  which  is,  above  Western  Branch,  a  mere  creek  or 
natural  canal,  and  unfit  for  the  operation  of  vessels,  now  that  the  enemy 
is  establishing  his  artillery  and  rifle-pits  in  such  strength  as  to  command 
that  communication. 

The  enemy  is  thus  occupying  in  force  the  left  bank  .of  the  Upper  Nan- 
semond  with  earthworks  for  his  artillery  and  rifle-pits. 

Our  army,  re-enforced  since  yesterday,  may  now  oppose  the  enemy  by 
occupying  in  like  manner  the  right  bank  of  that  small  stream.  The 
same  number  of  guns  we  now  have  on  the  Upper  Nansemond  would  be 
better  employed  on  shore. 

I  have  directed  Lieutenant  Lainson  not  to  remain  in  the  Upper  Nan- 
seinond  any  longer  than  his  communications  remain  open,  nor  so  long 
as  to  risk  his  ability  to  rejoin  Lieutenant  Gushing  in  the  Lower  Nanse- 
mond.  Lieutenant  Gushing  reports  that  the  enemy  are  fortifying  below 
him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


HDQRS.  DEFT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  18,  1863—6.30  p.  m. 
General  FOSTER: 

GENERAL  :  The  following  telegraphic  dispatch  has  just  been  received : 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.,  April  18,  18G3. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Please  inform  General  Foster  by  first  opportunity  that  lie  must  not  expect  re-en 
forcements  at  present,  as  none  can  be  given  to  him.  His  part  is  simply  a  defensive 
one. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

I  am.  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major -General. 
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NEAR  CORE  CREEK,  N.  C., 

April  18,  1863—6.30  p.  in. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  HOFFMAN: 

COLONEL  :  My  troops  have  been  nearly  all  of  them  occupying  posi 
tions  in  advance  of  Core  Creek  to-day,  for  the  purpose  of  covering  the 
operation  of  destroying  the  bridge  at  the  Neuse-road  Crossing. 

I  this  moment  learn  the  operation  is  successful,  the  enemy's  pickets 
retiring  at  all  quarters  as  our  troops  advance,  we  capturing  but  4  cav 
alry  soldiers,  and  orders  have  gone  out  to  resume  my  position  of  last 
night  in  all  respects.    We  have  seen  no  indications  of  force  to-day. 
Very  respectfully, 

HENBY  PRINCE. 

I  think  they  expect  an  advance  on  the  railroad. 

FORT  MONROE,  YA.,  April  19, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief: 

The  following  dispatch  is  just  received  at  2.15  o'clock: 

SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  19,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Admiral  Lee  lias  ordered  the  boats  out  of  ike  river.  This  is  fatal.  It  must  be  stop 
ped  from  Washington  or  elsewhere. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-General. 

Major-General  Dix  has  gone  to  the  Nansemond  and  is  expected  back 
at  5  p.  in. 

LOUIS  H.  PELOUZE. 


SUFFOLK,  YA.,  April  19, 1863. 
Admiral  S.  P.  LEE,  Newport  Neivs  : 

The  withdrawal  of  all  the  boats  above  West  Branch  of  the  Nanse- 
mond  at  this  crisis  will  be  attended  with  great  risk  and  may  result  in 
the  enemy  crossing.  It  will  require  me  to  detach  many  more  regi 
ments  and  guns,  which  I  cannot  afford.  Earnest  and  continued  co 
operation  of  navy  and  army  will  beat  General  Long-street  in  this  cam 
paign,  and  I  beg  you  to  reconsider  the  proposition.  For  two  or  three 
[very]  good  cover  is  afforded,  and  other  works  are  being  constructed. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


UNITED  STATES  EL AG- SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Neicport  News,  Va.,  April  19,  1863. 
Major-General  PECK, 

Commanding  at  Suffolk,  Va.  : 

Your  telegraph  is  just  received.  Desire  Lieutenant  Lamson  to  await 
further  orders  from  me.  Our  light  draughts  are  much  needed  else 
where.  West  Branch  Battery  should  be  taken  or  silenced. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  JV.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  19,  1863. 
Actg.  Eear -Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron : 

ADMIRAL  :  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  18th  in  regard  to 
the  withdrawal  of  the  gunboats  from  the  Upper  Nansernond.  I  should 
very  much  regret  such  a  measure  at  this  moment.  I  believe  there  are 
only  three  of  your  gunboats  above  the  West  Branch,  and  their  presence 
is  indispensable,  for  although  I  have  re-enforced  General  Peck  there 
are  7  miles  of  river  to  guard  and  we  have  not  troops  enough  to  protect 
every  part  of  it  and  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing.  I  have  two 
armed  quartermasters'  boats — the  West  End  and  the  Smith  Briggs — 
above  the  West  Branch,  and  with  your  gunboats  the  defense  of  this 
part  of  the  river  is  complete.  We  are  establishing  batteries,  but  for 
want  of  heavy  guns  they  are  not  yet  in  readiness  Within  the  next 
forty-eight  hours  I  hope  to  have  them  prepared  for  efficient  service. 
General  Peck  telegraphs  me  that  the  withdrawal  of  the  gunboats  at 
this  time  would  be  fatal. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  April  19, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief  : 

I  have  just  returned  from  the  Nansemond.  Was  on  board  of  two  of 
the  gunboats  which  were  engaged  in  shelling  the  enemy's  batteries. 
One  of  the  batteries  was  silenced  this  morning,  but  the  enemy  is  very 
active,  and  is  casemating  another  with  heavy  timber.  He  has  come 
here  to  stay,  if  possible,  and  will  spare  no  effort  to  regain  possession  of 
the  James  River  and  the  Nansemond. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  April  19,  1863. 
Major-General  PECK: 

I  sent  you  some  Parrott  guns  last  night;  also  over  100  artillerists. 
The  latter  are  a  part  of  the  garrison  of  Fort  Monroe,  and  should  be 
sent  back  soon.  I  don't  hear  from  vou. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  April  19, 1863. 
Major-General  PECK: 

Three  batteries  are  here  and  will  be  with  you  to-inorrow  morning. 
You  will  have  three  rifled  42-pounders  the  day  after  to-morrow.  The 
platforms  will  be  made  here. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 
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SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  19,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

General  Getty,  in  conjunction  with  Lieutenant  Lamson's  boats,  has 
just  stormed  the  heavy  battery  at  the  West  Branch,  and  after  severe 
fighting  carried  it.  Captured  six  guns  and  200  of  the  Forty-fourth  Ala 
bama.  Crossed  in  boats. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


FORT  MONROE,  April  19,  1863. 
Major-General  PECK,  Commanding ',  Suffolk : 

I  have  received  your  gratifying  dispatch.  General  Getty  and  the 
officers  and  men  engaged  in  storming  the  battery  have  my  warmest 
thanks  for  their  gallant  conduct.  It  will  be  an  example  for  the  forces 
under  your  command  which  cannot  fail  to  give  us  the  happiest  results. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  19, 1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

I  see  notices  from  Admiral  Lee  of  doings  here,  but  nothing  that  I  have 
reported — the  silencing  of  the  ten-gun  battery  on  Tuesday  by  the  land 
batteries  and  the  skirmishing  of  Colonel  Foster. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 

FORT  MONROE,  April  19, 1863. 
Major-General  PECK,  Commanding,  Suffolk: 

I  have  regularly  telegraphed  all  that  has  been  done.  I  send  a  sum 
mary  this  evening  to  General  Halleck,  which  I  trust  will  appear  and 
show  that  the  army  has  not  been  idle. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE  ABMY, 
Washington,  April  19,  1863.     (Received  8.20  p.  in.) 
Major-General  HEINTZELMAN, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 

GENERAL  :  You  will  immediately  prepare  for  embarkation,  and  send 
to  General  Dix  at  Fort  Monroe  about  4,000  infantry,  so  as  to  make  in 
all  sent  to  him  about  10,000  men.  General  Meigs  will  give  you  trans 
portation  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 

HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  April  19,  1863. 
Major-General  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief,  Washington,!).  C.: 

GENERAL:  By  officers  just  in  from  Washington,  N.  C.,  I  learn  that 
the  enemy  have  all  gone  from  the  vicinity  of  that  place.  The  places 
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occupied  by  their  batteries  on  the  rivers  are  all  now  in  possession  of  our 
troops,  who  are  able  to  hold  them.  There  is  now  no  difficulty  in  passing 
into  Washington  with  men  and  supplies. 

General  Foster  left  here  yesterday  with  a  force  to  march  across  the 
country.  General  Foster  informed  you  in  a  letter  of  the  16th  instant 
that  he  had  directed  Plymouth,  Elizabeth  City,  and  Winneldto  be  evac 
uated.  He  countermanded  that  order,  too  late,  however,  for  Winfield; 
that  has  been  abandoned,  but  the  troops  remain  at  the  other  places. 

At  Plymouth  they  are  well  fortified.  Winfield  is  of  little  importance, 
and  I  shall  not  reoccupy  the  place,  but  leave  it  for  General  Foster  to 
decide  when  he  returns. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  N.  PALMER, 
Brigadier-  General. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  DIVISION,  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  April  19, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Army  Corps  : 

GENERAL  :  General  Prince  himself  a  few  miles  beyond  Core  Creek 
and  carrying  out  your  instructions. 

I  last  night  informed  you  of  the  arrival  of  the  other  regiments  of 
General  Heckman's  brigade,  and  asking  the  disposition  to  be  made  of 
them.  General  Halleck  writes,  in  reply  to  my  letter  to  him  informing 
him  of  the  state  of  affairs,  that  no  re-enforcements  can  be  spared  to 
come  here,  and  that  "  if  any  accident  should  occur  to  General  Foster 
you  will  bear  in  mind  that  operations  in  North  Carolina  should  be 
strictly  defensive,  and  the  troops  concentrated  as  much  as  possible. 
New  Berne  and  Beaufort  are  the  points  of  most  importance." 

Farquhar  is  here  from  Plymouth.  He  will  wait  here  for  a  day  or  two 
to  see  you.  Winfield  was  abandoned  before  the  order  countermand 
ing  arrived.  I  saw  to-day  a  large  steamer  with  supplies  for  Plymouth. 
The  Phoenix  goes  also  with  stores  to  Washington.  I  have  written  to 
General  Halleck  a  history  of  affairs  that  have  transpired  since  you 
wrote  your  last  letter  to  him. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  N.  PALMER, 
Brigadier-  General. 


NEAR  CORE  CREEK,  N.  C., 

April  19,  1863—10.24  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  HOFFMAN  : 

COLONEL  :  I  send  by  the  train  4  prisoners,  captured  yesterday  (with 
their  arms  and  horses) ;  all  privates.  The  information  gathered  from 
these  prisoners  corroborates  that  I  have  already  sent.  The  camp  of 
the  Sixty-third  being  at  Wise's  Cross-Roads  and  Ransom's  brigade  at 
Kin  stem. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

HENRY  PRINCE, 
Brigadier-  General  Volunteers. 
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UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  Ncics,  Va.,  April  20,  1863 — noon. 
Major-General  Dix, 

Comdg,  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.: 
SiK:  A  report  from  Lieutenant  Gushing,  dated  at  8  a.  m.  to-day, 
informs  me  that  the  enemy  has  unmasked  a  new  battery,  containing 
some  heavy  pieces,  by  which  and  some  infantry  the  Barney  was  sharply 
attacked  yesterday.     Supposing  that  the  enemy  is  not  in  great  force 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Nansemond,  I  respectfully  suggest  to  you  the 
propriety  of  capturing  this  battery,  as  it  commands  the  Lower  Nanse- 
mond  and  cannot  be  materially  affected  by  the  firing  from  the  flotilla. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

S.  P.  LEE. 
Actg.  Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  April  20, 1863. 
Major-General  PECK,  Suffolk,  Va.  : 

The  following  just  received  from  Admiral  Lee,  dated  2.40  p.  in. : 


Lieutenant  Gushing  reports  that  the  enemy  is  retreating  as  fast  as  possible,  and 
that  the  army,  by  a  rapid  movement,  may  cut  off  one  of  their  brigades. 

Respectfully, 


S.  P.  LEE, 

Admiral. 


LOUIS  H.  PELOUZE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  20, 18G3. 
General  Dix : 

From  all  that  can  be  gleaned  Longstreet  has  asked  for  more  troops. 
Unless  Lee  wants  them  all  he  will  get  them.  What  is  the  total  from 
Hooker  ? 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major -General. 


SUFFOLK,  April  20,  1863. 
Major- General  Dix: 

An  examination  shows  that  there  is  great  suffering  here  for  the  neces 
saries  of  life.  Traders  must  be  allowed  to  bring  flour,  meat,  and  kin 
dred  articles.  They  will  buy.  Report  of  the  provost  has  just  reached 
me — since  your  departure.  Will  you  order  a  change? 

PECK, 
Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  20,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix : 

Major  Stratton  reports  his  visit  to  Elizabeth  City.  It  had  been  aban 
doned  011 18th,  and  the  gunboats  were  shelling  the  banks  as  they  moved 
-down  the  river.  Country  full  of  guerrillas. 

Longstreet's  pickets  at  Sandy  Cross.     We  stormed  the  West  Branch 
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Battery  just  at  dusk,  and  bold  it  now.  One  major,  1  captain,  and  7 
officers  were  taken,  with  G  guns,  and  between  100  and  200  soldiers. 
Eighty-ninth  New  York  and  Eighth  Connecticut  were  the  stormers. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Plymouth,  N~.  C.,  April  20,  1863. 
[Capt.  J.  A.  JUDSON,  A.  A.  G.:] 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com 
munication  inclosing  and  returning  a  report  sent  from  here.  I  have 
reason  to  think  another  document  has  been  forwarded  in  the  same 
manner  from  these  headquarters  ;  if  so,  will  you  please  return  it  that 
the  mistake  may  be  rectified  *?  I  will  see  that  the  error  is  not  repeated 
hereafter.  In  reporting  the  situation  here  I  directed  my  adjutant  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  our  having  supplies.  That  there 
should  be  no  delay  the  post  commissary  had  previously  made  his  re 
quisitions,  which  were  approved  and  signed  by  me.  He  informs  me 
they  were  sent  forward.  The  steamer  Long  Island  arrived  to-day  at  3 
p.  in.  with  rations,  ammunition,  horses,  &c.  Eeceipts  will  be  duly  for 
warded  to  headquarters.  Winfield  has  been  abandoned  and  the  works 
destroyed;  one  company  of  the  garrison  is  here;  the  other  has  gone  to 
New  Berne,  as  I  am  informed,  by  orders  from  headquarters. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSIAH  PICKETT, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 

[Inclosuro.l 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Plymouth,  N.  C.,  April  18, 1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps  : 
In  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  114,  received  at  noon  yester 
day  (17th),  I  made  preparations  to  evacuate  this  post.  I  had  made 
arrangements  to  transport  the  Forty-sixth  Massachusetts  Volunteer 
Militia,  two  sections  of  Lee's  battery,  and  four  detached  companies, 
under  command  of  Major  Bartholomew,  Twenty-seventh  Eegiment  Mas 
sachusetts  Volunteers,  upon  the  Colyer  and  some  small  "schooners  I 
had  taken  possession  of,  and  intended  to  hold  the  post  with  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Eegiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers  until  the  other  transports 
arrived.  Lee's  two  sections  were  aboard  the  transport  and  the  Forty- 
sixth  Regiment  had  struck  their  tents  when  the  Massasoit  arrived. 
Everything  has  been  disembarked  and  will  be  arranged  as  before. 

I  sent  word  to  the  post  at  Winfield  and  gave  them  orders  to  evacuate 
the  post,  destroying  block-houses,  rifle-pits,  &c.  They  had  probably 
done  so  long  before  the  Massasoit  arrived,  and  are  now  on  their  way  to 
Plymouth.  I  desire  you  to  send  me  instructions  as  to  whether  that  post 
is  to  be  re-established. 

We  are  almost  entirely  out  of  supplies,  and  must  have  a  boat  back 
immediately  with  rations  or  the  men  will  suffer. 

Everything  is  in  good  order  here.    We  have  the  fort  nearly  finished, 
with  one  gun  mounted  and  the  rifle-pits  completed,  and  can,  if  called 
upon,  make  a  good  fight.    What  we  most  want  now  is  commissary 
stores,  which  I  hope  you  will  send  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  &c., 

JOSIAH  PICKETT, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 
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[Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  N'.  <7.,  April  19,  1863. 

Respectfully  returned  to  Colonel  Pickett.    The  signature  attached  is 
evidently  not  his  own.    This  same  communication  will  be  properly 
signed  and  returned  to  this  office. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Palmer  commanding  : 

J.  A.  JUDSON, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  CORPS, 

YorJctownj  April  20,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia,  Fort  Monroe  : 
It  is  reported  at  Williamsburg  that  General  Wise  has  been  retired, 
and  that '  General  Hood  replaces  him  on  this  Peninsula  with  an  addi 
tional  regiment  of  cavalry.  If  so,  I  need  two  more  regiments  of  infantry 
without  delay  and  the  replacement  of  the  artillery  sent  from  here  to 
Norfolk  two  nights  ago.  My  men  are  overworked  now. 

The  rebels  are  anxious  about  their  Merrimac  No.  2$  something  seems 
to  have  gone  wrong  with  them  in  that  matter.  If  anything  could  add 
to  the  importance  of  holding  the  line  of  Fort  Magruder  it  would  be  the 
appearance  of  the  Merrimac. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major-  General. 

SUFFOLK,  April  21,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

It  gives  pleasure  to  say  that  General  Getty  is  safe  on  this  side  witl 
all  the  material  of  war  and  without  loss.  The  prisoners  were  sent  last 
night,  and  attempted  to  escape  by  uncoupling  the  cars,  but  did  not  suc 
ceed.  I  shall  send  out  at  once  on  the  Swamp  or  E.  road  and  assail 
Lougstreet's  right  flank  cautiously. 

PECK, 
Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  YA.,  April  21, 1863. 
Major- General  Dix : 

General  Halleck  seemed  well  pleased  with  affairs  here,  and  I  am  very 
glad  he  made  a  visit.    I  hope  you  arrived  all  safe. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  YA.,  April  21,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

General  Getty  thinks  the  enemy  has  not  fallen  back.  He  thought  so 
at  one  time  yesterday.  All  over  safe.  Fires  at  night  have  not  dimin 
ished. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major -General. 
41  R  R — VOL  xvin 
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[FORTRESS  MONROE,]  April  21,  [1863.] 
Actg.  Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  : 
I  returned  from  Suffolk  late  last  evening.  Lieutenant  Lamson  hav 
ing  informed  General  Peek  that  you  had  ordered  him  to  leave  the  Upper 
[Nauseinond  with  his  gunboats,  General  Getty  was  directed  to  abandon 
the  left  bank,  where  we  had  captured  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  and 
bring  away  the  guns.  This  has  been  done.  When  I  left  last  evening 
the  enemy  was  investing  Suffolk  as  closely  as  ever,  and  there  were  no 
signs  of  his  retiring.  I  regret  exceedingly  the  withdrawal  of  the  gun 
boats.  If,  as  we  have  reason  to  believe,  the  enemy  is  very  strong  it  will 
be  difficult  without  their  aid  to  prevent  his  crossing.  We  shall  do  the 
best  we  can  with  the  two  boats  armed  by  my  orders  and  manned  by  our 
troops. 

JOHN  A.  D1X, 

Major-  General. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG- SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  April  21,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Comdg.  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. : 
GENERAL  :  I  am  surprised  by  the  statement  in  your  dispatch  of  this 
date,  just  received,  that  the  captured  battery  on  the  left  bank  had  been 
abandoned  because  "Lieutenant  Lamson  had  informed  General  Peck 
that  you  (I)  had  ordered  him  to  leave  the  Upper  Nansemond  with  his 
gunboats." 

I  inclose  a  copy  of  Lieutenant  Lamson's  report,  showing  that  this  is 
a  mistake. 

My  letter  of  yesterday's  date  to  General  Peck  (a  copy  of  which  is 
inclosed),  written  last  night  (but  not  sent  to  or  forwarded  by  Lieutenant 
Lamson  until  this  morning,  after  the  battery  was  evacuated),  affords 
no  justification  for  the  previous  abandonment  of  the  captured  bat 
tery,  which  commanded  the  communications.  As  long  as  it  was  held 
our  boats  could  pass  above  or  below  as  it  might  be  necessary.  The  re 
sponsibility  of  abandoning  this  position  rests  on  other  shoulders  than 
mine.  You  must  see  that  the  representation  you  make  does  me  injus 
tice,  and  is  not  sustained  by  the  facts  of  the  case. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfullv,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Inclosnres.  ] 

UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Neivport  News,  Va.,  April  21,  1863. 
Actg.  Bear-Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading.  Squadron  : 
SIR  :  I  have  seen  with  much  surprise  the  telegram  of  General  Dix  to 
yourself,  in  which  he  says  that  "Lieutenant  Lamson  having  informed 
Genera]  Peck  that  you  had  ordered  him  (me)  to  leave  the  Upper  Nanse- 
moud  with  the  gunboats,  General  Getty  was  directed  to  abandon  the  left 
bank,  where  he  had  captured  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries." 

General  Dix  is  laboring  under  a  great  mistake,  for  just  the  re  verse  of 
what  he  says  is  true.    After  the  capture  of  the  battery  I  received  or- 


CHAP.  XXX.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  643 

ders  from  you  to  remain  in  the  Upper  ^ausemond-witli  the  flotilla 
under  my  command,  and  so  informed  General  Getty.  I  did  not  com 
municate  with  General  Peck  on  the  subject,  but  your  order  to  me  to 
remain  was  forwarded  through  him. 

The  only  written  orders  I  received  from  you  on  the  subject  were 
dated  on  the  18th  and  20th  instant ;  that  of  the  18th  in  these  words  : 
"  You  will  not  remain  in  the  river  (Upper  Nansemond)  any  longer  than 
your  communications  remain  open,  so  that  you  can  return  and  rejoin 
Lieutenant  Gushing;  not  so  long  as  to  risk  your  ability  to  return." 

On  the  20th  you  repeated  the  same  instructions. 

When  the  first  of  the  above  orders  was  received  it  was  already  so 
dangerous  to  pass  the  rebel  battery  that  I  should  not  have  attempted 
it  unless  I  had  been  forced  to  do  so,  or  had  received  positive  orders, 
and  Generals  Peck  and  Getty  had  both  agreed  to  put  in  execution  a 
plan  that  I  had  proposed  for  capturing  the  battery,  and  which  after 
two  miscarriages  on  the  part  of  the  army  was  successfully  accomplished. 

On  the  19th  instant  Fleet-Captain  Crosby  came  up  with  discretionary 
orders,  dated  the  18th  instant,  in  regard  to  the  gunboats  remaining  in 
the  upper  river.  That  evening  the  battery  was  captured,  and  General 
Getty  said  he  would  move  over  troops  and  hold  it  if  Captain  Crosby 
would  direct  the  gunboats  to  remain,  which  he  did.  That  evening  I 
received  a  telegram  from  you,  through  General  Peck,  directing  me  to 
remain  on  the  upper  river  till  further  orders. 

The  next  morning  about  12  m.  General  Getty  showed  me  his  orders 
from  General  Peck  to  withdraw  from  the  captured  point,  and  later  in 
the  day  an  order  to  withdraw  before  night.  I  had  received  no  orders 
from  you  which  required  me  to  withdraw  from  the  Upper  Nansemond, 
and  so  told  General  Getty,  and  earnestly  expressed  to  him  my  entire 
disapprobation  of  the  abandoning  of  the  captured  point.  I  told  him 
repeatedly  that  I  would  remain  in  the  Upper  Eansemond  as  long  as  he 
held  the  point,  but  that  if  he  evacuated  it  I  should  be  obliged  to  go 
below  it.  My  communications  were  perfectly  safe  as  long  as  he  held 
this  key  to  the  river.  The  position  was  an  exceedingly  strong  one,  and 
General  Getty  had  crossed  more  than  1,000  men  and  had  defended  the 
rear  by  several  lines  of  rifle-pits. 

There  was  nothing  in  your  instructions  to  me  or  in  my  communica 
tions  to  Generals  Peck  or  Getty  that  rendered  it  necessary  for  them  to 
abandon  the  work,  but  their  movement  made  it  absolutely  necessary 
for  me  to  move  below. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  LAMSOX, 
Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  Flotilla. 

UNITED  STATES  FLAGT-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  April  20,  1863. 
[Major-General  PECK  :] 

GENERAL  :  By  dispatch  received  to-day  from  Lieutenant  Lamson  I 
am  informed  that  the  captured  rebel  battery  at  West  Branch  will  be 
abandoned  to-night.  I  hope  that  this  work  and  all  others  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Nansemond  will  be  completely  razed,  and  not  left  to  invite  reoc- 
cupation  and  allow  the  enemy  to  annoy  us  and  cut  off  our  communica 
tions.  If  Suffolk  is  to  be  held  I  hope  the  present  opportunity  «tvill  be 
improved  to  construct  such  works  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Upper  Nan- 
semond  as  its  proper  defense  requires. 
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Our  little  gunboats,  so  much  called  for  and  relied  on  by  the  army,  are 
not  a  suitable  defense  for  that  stream,  and  their  services  are  really  nec 
essary  elsewhere. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  yours,  respectfully, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Indorsement.] 

This  was  written  last  night  and  sent  into  the  Nansemond  under  cover 
to  Lieutenant  Lamsou  this  morning  (21st)  and  forwarded  to  him.  The 
battery  was  abandoned  last  night  against  the  urgent  remonstrances  of 
Lieutenant  Lamson. 

L. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  21, 1863. 
Major-General  HOOKER, 

Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

General  Halleck  has  just  left  my  headquarters.  General  Long-street 
is  here,  waiting  Hill  or  other  troops.  I  hold  everything  yet.  How  do 
you  get  along  ? 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


APRIL  21,  1863—10  p.  m. 
Major-General  PECK,  Suffolk,  Va.: 

Am  glad  to  hear  good  tidings  from  you.  You  must  be  patient  with 
me.  I  must  play  with  these  devils  before  I  can  spring.  Remember 
that  my  army  is  at  the  bottom  of  a  well  and  the  enemy  holds  the  top. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )         HDQRS.  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  60.  J  New  Berne,  April  21,  1863. 

The  fort  recently  constructed  at  Plymouth,  N.  0.,  will  be  called  Fort 
Williams,  after  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Williams,  killed  in  action  at  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  'August  5, 1862,  who  was  the  first  general  officer  command 
ing  in  this  department. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

[SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN,] 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  22,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix : 

Everything  is  as  yesterday.  Since  Hooker  has  not  moved  it  will  be 
requisite  for  the  greatest  caution  here.  There  are  reports  that  the 
rebels  are  sending  troops  north  from  Charleston.  Stratton  finds  Long- 
street's  pickets  on  turnpike  10  miles  this  side  of  Sandy  Cross  and  at 
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Hinton's  Toll-Gate.  He  burned  7.000  bushels  corn  going  to  rebel  army; 
knows  that  a  rebel  brigade  or  more  is  to  occupy  or  move  through.  Eliz 
abeth  City. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  22,  1863. 
Actg.  Bear- Admiral  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  : 

ADMIRAL  :  I  received  at  midnight  your  letter  of  yesterday  in  regard 
to  the  battery  captured  at  the  mouth  of  the  West  Branch  of  the  Nanse- 
mond  Biver,  inclosing  one  from  Lieutenant  Lamson,  and  cheerfully  ac 
cept  them  as  an  explanation  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  gunboats.  I 
supposed  the  order  to  withdraw  them  was  absolute,  and  the  impression 
was  confirmed  by  your  former  dispatches,  in  which  you  said  I  "must 
not  rely  upon  these  frail  and  open  ferry-boats  and  river  steamers,  which 
you  (I)  call  gunboats,  to  keep  the  rebels  from  crossing  the  Upper  Nanse- 
inond,  which  is  long,  narrow,  and  crooked,  a  mere  creek,  a  natural 
canal,  and  unfit  for  the  operations  of  vessels,  now  that  the  enemy  is 
establishing  his  artillery  and  rifle-pits  in  such  strength  as  to  command 
that  communication,"  and  for  this  reason  you  said  you  did  not  see  the 
propriety  of  continuing  them  there.  From  these  and  other  expres 
sions  of  the  same  character  I  supposed  their  withdrawal  was  definitely 
settled,  although  I  had  opposed  it  with  all  proper  earnestness.  My 
two  armed  steamers  are  to  remain  there.  I  know  that  there  is  danger 
that  they  will  be  fired  into,  injured,  perhaps  crippled;  but  this  hazard 
must  be  incurred  to  prevent  the  rebels  from  crossing.  Yours  will  be 
exposed  to  no  more  danger  than  mine.  The  position  of  the  captured 
battery,  though  a  commanding  one,  gives  us  no  security  against  the 
crossing  of  the  enemy  except  at  that  point.  It  would  have  been  no 
obstacle  to  his  crossing  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  or  6  miles  above,  and  the  troops  we 
must  have  kept  there  to  hold  it  would  have  been  much  more  useful  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  river  as  a  movable  force  to  oppose  him  whenever 
he  should  have  made  an  attempt  to  cross.  Besides,  its  occupation  would 
not  have  removed  your  objections  to  the  employment  of  your  gunboats 
in  the  narrow  channel  above.  What  we  want  is  to  have  two  or  three 
gunboats  moving  up  and  down  the  Upper  Nansemond  for  several  miles 
to  watch  the  enemy's  movements  and  to  aid  in  destroying  his  pontoon 
bridge  if  he  should  attempt  to  throw  one  across  the  river. 

I  have  not  time  to  enter  into  explanations,  but  if  you  will  give  to 
Lieutenants  Lamson  and  dishing  (who  have  displayed  so  much  gal 
lantry)  discretionary  power,  so  that  they  may  go  up  the  Upper  Nanse- 
mond  when  they  think  it  safe,  and  permit  them  to  act  in  conjunction 
with  General  Getty,  who  is  charged  with  the  defense  of  the  right  bank 
of  the  river,  I  feel  confident  we  can  defeat  the  enemy's  purpose,  and 
should  he  establish  batteries  below  your  gunboats  I  have  no  doubt  they 
will  be  able  to  pass  them  without  loss. 

I  know  you  will  be  happy  to  hear  that  the  fleet  above  Vicksburghas 
passed  that  stronghold,  us  General  Halleck  informed  me  yesterday, 
without  the  loss  of  a  single  armed  vessel,  and  1  really  think  that  your 
apprehensions  in  regard  to  your  gunboats  should  be  lessened  when  you 
consider  that  as  yet  not  one  of  them  has  been  permanently  disabled. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOH:NT  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


646  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  S.  E    VIRGINIA.  [CHAP.  XXX. 

HDQRS.  FIRST  DIVISION,  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  April  22,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

A.  A.  0.,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  Neiv  Berne,  N.  C.  : 
SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  communication 
from  the  commanding  general  of  this  department  of  the  21st  instant, 
and  in  reply  to  the  interrogatory — 

Why  was  not  a  large  force  sent  to  General  Prince,  in  the  Pamlico  River,  as  ordered 
in  my  letter  of  April  1,  1863,  and  why  was  not  greater  alacrity  displayed  in  getting 
troops  to  General  Prince  ? — 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  the  above 
instructions  all  the  troops  that  could  be  possibly  transported  by  the 
vessels  then  disposable  in  this  harbor  were  put  in  readiness  to  leave  to 
join  General  Prince.  At  that  time  a  gale  of  wind  was  prevailing  which 
had  blown  the  water  out  of  the  river  to  such  a  degree  that  it  was 
almost  impossible  for  vessels  to  move  around  the  harbor.  The  steamer 
Colyer,  loaded  with  troops,  was  lying  aground  between  this  place  and 
Washington,  and  the  steamer  Escort  got  fast  aground  in  coming  up  to 
the  dock  here.  However,  four  regiments  were  on  board  of  vessels  or 
about  embarking  here  to  join  General  Prince  when  the  letter  of  the 
commanding  general  of  April  5  was  received.  This  letter  notified  me 
that  he  had  changed  his  plans,  and  that  two  regiments  were  to  be  left 
at  the  blockade  to  be  sent  through,  if  possible,  to  Washington,  by  the 
way  of  the  river,  and  that  all  the  remaining  force  was  to  return  to  this 
place  with  General  Prince,  who  was  directed  to  take  then  all  the  avail 
able  force  from  here  and  march  across  the  country  to  Washington.  It 
was  my  intention  to  obey  the  order  or  suggestion  of  the  commanding 
general  and  to  send  to  General  Prince  at  least  5,000  men.  The  elements 
prevented  this.  There  was  no  unnecessary  delay  on  the  part  of  any 
one.  While  waiting  for  the  water  in  the  river  to  rise  I  remained  up 
nearly  all  night  and  visited  the  wharf  twice  after  midnight,  and  while 
the  troops  were  waiting  to  sail.  Therefore  I  cannot  see  that  there  was 
a  want  of  alacrity  displayed  in  getting  troops  to  General  Prince. 
In  reply  to  the  second  interrogatory — 

When  my  plan  was  changed,  and  orders  were  sent  in  my  letter  of  April  5  to  march 
across  the  country  to  raise  the  siege  of  Washington,  why  di  d  you  not  go  in  command  ? — 

I  will  respectfully  state  that  in  the  letter  referred  to,  of  April,  5  the 
commanding  general  says : 

I  have  therefore  ordered  General  Prince  to  send  me  two  regiments,  with  a  plentiful 
supply  of  ammunition  for  the  heavy  guns,  then  to  return  to  New  Berne,  and  with  all 
the  fighting  force  that  can  possibly  be  spared  march  across  the  country  to  Washington. 

General  Prince  returned  to  this  place  on  the  6th,  followed  by  all  the 
troops  on  the  7th,  as  the  naval  officer  in  command  at  the  blockade  said 
it  was  impossible  to  get  any  troops  through  by  way  of  the  river.  On 
the  8th  all  the  available  force  was  in  readiness  to  move.  Only  (about) 
3,000  effective  men  were  retained  here.  The  movement  of  the  troops 
across  the  river  was  carried  on  all  through  the  night  of  the  7th  and  8th. 
General  Prince  was  notified  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  that  the  troops 
were  ready,  but  he  reported  himself  unable  to  start  with  them.  One 
of  his  aides,  Lieutenant  Ord way,  came  to  my  headquarters  to  ask  for 
a  boat  to  be  placed  at  the  disposition  of  General  Prince,  who  he  said 
would  follow  the  command.  The  steamer  Allison  was  ordered  to  be 
placed  at  his  disposition  immediately. 

I  proceeded  across  the  river,  informed  General  Spinola  of  the  state 
of  affairs,  and  remained  there  until  the  whole  command  had  started. 
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Immediately  on  my  return  I  saw  General  Prince's  aide,  Lieutenant 
Ordway,  who  gave  me  to  understand  that  General  Prince  had  made 
every  preparation  to  follow  the  command.  I  was  told  that  an  ambu 
lance  with  his  baggage  was  at  his  door.  I  then  believed  that  he  was 
going  immediately. 

I  think  it  proper  for  me  to  state  here  that  even  had  I  known  that 
General  Prince  was  not  going  to  join  the  command  I  should  not  then 
have  gone  myself,  for  I  had  determined  in  my  own  mind  that  General 
Foster  needed  only  men  and  supplies  of  provisions  and  ammunition, 
and  I  felt  assured  that  I  could  get  them  to  him  by  the  way  of  the 
river  while  the  demonstration  was  being  made  by  land.  I  had  deter 
mined  that  if  any  officer  should  arrive  to  take  command  of  New  Berne 
I  would  take  a  steamer  loaded  with  men  and  supplies  and  go  to  the 
blockade  and  see  them  through.  General  Wessells  arrived  here  on  the 
9th  and  I  left  with  the  Escort  on  the  next  day.  The  delay  in  getting 
this  steamer  through  the  blockade  was  by  no  means  unavoidable,  but 
it  was  a  delay  for  which  I  was  in  no  way  responsible.  Three  times  the 
steamer  was  ready  to  move  and  she  was  stopped.  The  first  time  on  the 
evening  of  my  arrival  at  the  blockade  by  the  refusal  of  Lieutenant-Com 
mander  McCann  (the  senior  naval  officer  there)  to  assist,  at  night ;  the 
second  time,  on  the  next  morning,  by  the  fog,  which  was  so  dense  on  the 
river  that  nothing  could  be  seen  at  the  proposed  hour  of  starting ;  and 
the  third  time,  the  next  night,  by  the  mist  and  rain,  that  prevented  any 
movement  on  the  river. 

The  safe  arrival  eventually  of  the  steamer  at  Washington  accom 
plished,  I  was  satisfied,  more  than  could  have  been  attained  in  any  other 
way,  and  I  was  satisfied  that  my  judgment  was  correct  and  that  I  had 
acted  wisely  in  the  matter. 

With  regard  to  the  third  interrogatory — 

Was  the  question  ever  raised  in  any  consultation  or  council  of  commanding  officers 
as  to  my  authority  to  give  orders  for  movement  of  troops ;  if  so,  when,  by  whom,  and 
under  what  circumstances? — 

I  will  state  that  I  never  presumed  to  call  any  "council  or  consultation 
of  officers"  to  discuss  plain  orders  sent  to  me  by  the  commanding  gen 
eral.  His  orders  issued  from  Washington  were  just  as  much  obeyed 
and  respected  by  me  as  they  would  have  been  had  they  been  issued  from 
this  place. 

It  is  true,  however,  that  I  was  an  unwilling  listener  to  several  private 
conversations  in  which  the  "propriety"  of  sending  too  many  troops 
away  from  this  place,  or  the  "policy"  of  abandoning  everything  to  the 
saving  of  Washington,  was  spoken  of,  and  doubts  expressed  as  to  who 
under  the  circumstances  was  in  command  of  the  department.  I  took  no 
part  in  any  such  discussions  any  more  than  to  inform  every  person  that 
the  orders  of  the  commanding  general  would  be  obeyed,  even  if  they 
were  to  abandon  New  Berne  and  everything  in  it. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  N.  PALMER, 
Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  N.  0.,  April  22,  1863. 
Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron: 
ADMIRAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  17th,  on  the  subject  of  tlje  occupation  by  our  troops  of  too  many 
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posts,  recommending  that  these  posts  be  abandoned  for  the  purpose  of 
concentration.  This  letter  has  unfortunately  been  mislaid,  and  so  I  can 
only  answer  the  general  tenor  of  the  letter,  confining  myself  to  the  rea 
sons  for  the  occupation  of  the  posts  and  for  continuing  to  hold  them. 

In  regard  to  Fort  Macon  and  the  adjoining  posts  of  Morehead  City 
and  Beaufort,  there  can,  I  think,  be  no  question  as  to  the  necessity  of 
holding  them  $  likewise  the  forts  at  Hatteras,  which  hold  the  entrance 
to  the  Sounds;  also  Boanoke  Island,  which  controls  the  navigation  of 
Albemarle  Sound.  Then  there  only  remain  the  towns  of  New  Berne, 
Washington,  and  Plymouth.  The  former  was  occupied  March  4,  1862, 
and  has  since  been  fortified  and  is  held  as  a  depot  for  supplies  and  as  a 
basis  for  operations,  possessing  as  it  does  the  advantages  of  two  lines 
of  communication,  one  by  railroad  to  Beaufort  Harbor  and  one  by  the 
river  to  the  Sounds. 

The  history  of  the  occupation  of  Washington  and  Plymouth  is  that 
they  were  first  held  by  gunboats  lying  opposite  the  towns.  Afterward 
a  picket  guard  of  one  company  was  sent  to  each  place,  as  a  picket  guard 
for  the  gunboats  on  shore.  This  guard  was  afterward  increased  as 
demanded  by  circumstances  and  the  necessities  of  service.  Finally  the 
importance  of  occupying  the  posts  permanently  was  seen  and  recog 
nized,  and  works  were  erected  for  this  purpose.  Some  of  the  reasons 
•which  led  to  this  determination  were  as  follows : 

1st.  By  not  occupying  these  points — New  Berne,  Washington,  and 
Plymouth — we  permit  their  occupation  by  the  enemy  and  their  use  by 
them  as  yards  and  arsenals  in  which  to  prepare  rams  and  gunboats  to 
operate  against  our  gunboats  in  the  Sounds. 

2d.  To  permit  egress  of  any  lighter- draught  gunboat  that  may  be 
built  in  the  rivers  above;  and,  in  fine,  gives  our  gunboats  the  control  of 
those  rivers  for  offensive  operations  by  water. 

3d.  These  towns  afford  excellent  landing  places,  at  which  our  forces 
could  be  quickly  and  safely  concentrated  for  offensive  operations  by 
land,  having  the  towns  as  bases.  This  advantage  is  the  more  sensibly 
felt  when  any  one  town  is  besieged. 

4th.  These  three  strategical  points  retain  within  their  power  all  the 
counties  to  the  east  of  them,  which  is  a  matter  of  some  importance,  as 
they  are  the  most  fertile  in  corn,  &c.,  of  any  in  the  State,  and  are  so 
considered  by  the  Confederate  Government,  as  shown  by  the  efforts  of 
General  Hill  to  repossess  them. 

In  conclusion,  I  am  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  as  long  as  I  am  strong 
enough  to  hold  these  points  I  should  do  so,  and  further  think  that  if  the 
exigency  should  compel  me  to  abandon  either  that  it  would  be  a  lost 
advantage,  inasmuch  as  by  holding  the  three  I  can  operate  more  effect 
ively  with force  than  I  could  with  the  same  force  concentrated 

at  one  or  two  of  them,  and  the  others  held  by  the  enemy. 

In  a  naval  point  of  view  I  of  course  yield  and  defer  to  your  judg 
ment,  but  it  is  my  conviction  that  were  either  of  these  points  held  by 
the  enemy,  a  larger,  not  a  smaller,  naval  force  would  be  necessary  to 
hold  the  Sounds,  irrespective  of  river  navigation  and  the  convoying  of 
vessels. 

These  views  are  sent  to  you  in,  I  assure  you,  the  most  friendly  spirit, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  harmony  which  has  always  existed  between 
our  two  arms  of  the  service,  and  merely  that  by  exchanging  ideas  the 
result  most  to  the  interests  of  the  service  may  be  arrived  at. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major- General.  Commanding. 
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HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  23,  1863. 
General  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief: 

GENERAL  :  In  my  telegraphic  dispatch  of  the  18th  I  said  that  I  had 
been  long  in  favor  of  occupying  West  Point.  I  should  have  taken  pos 
session  of  it  if  I  had  been  able  to  spare  5,000  men,  the  smallest  number 
requisite  to  make  the  occupation  secure.  My  object  was  to  cut  off 
Gloucester  and  Matthews  Counties  as  sources  of  supply  to  the  insur 
gents,  and  to  break  up  the  system  of  contraband  trade  across  those 
counties,  and  from  the  Piankatank  Kiver  and  the  mouth  of  the  liap- 
XJahannock.  In  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant  you  suggest  the  occu 
pation  of  that  position  as  a  base  for  a  movement  in  support  of  General 
Hooker,  who  I  suppose  is  to  move  on  Eichmond  from  Fredericksburg. 
1  have  no  doubt  that  it  would  be  advisable  if  I  could  have  a  sufficient 
force.  The  White  House  would  be  a  still  better  position,  as  it  is  20 
miles  nearer  the  enemy's  flank,  but  portions  of  the  Pamunkey  Eiver  are 
narrow,  and  the  water  communications  might  be  interrupted  or  made 
insecure  by  batteries  planted  on  its  banks.  Should  the  enemy  with 
draw  from  Suffolk  I  will  occupy  West  Point  with  all  the  force  I  can 
spare. 

I  agree  with  you  that  a  movement  on  Weldon  would  be  hazardous, 
and  it  would  be  of  little  advantage  unless  we  could  go  there  in  suffi 
cient  force  to  hold  it.  The  destruction  of  the  railroad  bridge  at  Golds- 
borough,  which  cost  us  many  lives,  only  interrupted  the  communication 
for  about  thirty  days,  a  temporary  inconvenience  but  not  a  serjous  dis 
aster  to  the  enemy.  Our  great  error  has  been  in  occupying  too  many 
positions.  There  was  an  excuse  for  scattering  our  forces  while  there 
was  reason  to  believe  that  the  people  of  the  South  would  rally  around 
them  as  nucleus  for  the  restoration  of  the  Union.  This  hope  is  now  gone, 
and  as  our  only  chance  of  success  is  by  overpowering  them  by  prepon 
derance  of  force  or  wearing  them  out  by  cutting  off  their  commerce  with 
foreign  countries,  all  interior  positions,  unless  they  have  some  special 
importance,  should  be  abandoned. 

In  this  department  no  useless  positions  are  occupied.  There  are  but 
two  points  of  great  importance — Fort  Monroe  and  Norfolk — the  former 
as  a  military  position  commanding  the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  the  rivers 
that  enter  into  it,  and  the  latter  as  a  naval  station  for  the  repair  of 
our  gunboats  and  transports,  which  would  otherwise  be  obliged  to  go 
to  Baltimore  or  Washington  on  the  occurrence  of  any  ordinary  casualty. 
Suffolk  was  occupied  partly  to  cover  Norfolk  and  partly  in  pursuance 
of  the  purpose,  already  referred  to,  of  affording  to  the  people  a  rallying 
point  for  the  restoration  of  the  Union.  In  the  latter  respect  it  has 
failed,  and  in  view  of  the  former  there  is  a  better  position — the  line  of 
the  Deep  Creek  and  the  West  Branch  of  Elizabeth  liiver — more  defensi 
ble,  and  from  which  an  army  could  retire  on  Norfolk  with  ease  and 
safety.  I  am  preparing  to  fortify  it.  Suffolk  is  weak  from  the  long 
and  narrow  channel  of  the  Nansemoud,  running  7  miles  to  the  rear,  with 
an  average  width  of  less  than  100  yards.  It  requires  a  large  force  and 
incessant  vigilance  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing  and  cutting  off 
our  communications  with  Norfolk.  But  as  it  would  be  impossible  to 
fall  back  on  that  city  in  the  face  of  a  superior  force  it  must  be  held  at 
all  hazards. 

Yorktown  is  occupied  to  keep  the  enemy  at  a  distance  from  this  post. 
He  would  not  be  likely  to  pass  it  while  held  by  us.  If  it  were  aban- 
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doned  he  would  push  his  forces  down  to  Bethel  or  Hampton  and  shut 
us  up  in  the  fort.  Williarnsburg  is  only  held  as  a  picket  station  of 
Yorktown,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  approaching  the  latter  and  har 
assing  us  in  our  intrenchments  with  rifled  cannon  and  small-arms  of 
long  range.  The  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  Williainsburg  have  orders  to 
fall  back  on  Yorktown  if  menaced  by  superior  numbers. 
I  am.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

SUFFOLK,  April  23,  1863. 
Major-General  DIX: 

As  you  well  know,  I  have  for  many  months  performed  more  duties 
than  is  incident  to  any  one  army  corps  in  the  service.  Now  I  am  per 
forming  more  than  the  commanders  of  two  corps  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  I  cannot  do  so  longer  in  a  proper  manner  without  the  rank 
and  staff  machinery.  Please  act  upon  this  matter  with  the  Secretary. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major -General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  23, 1863. 
Major-General  DIX: 

Yesterday  was  devoted  to  exploration  in  the  Dismal  Swamp.  The 
impression  was  strong  that,  not  succeeding  in  crossing  the  river,  Long- 
street  was  cutting  a  road  through  from  the  Eden  ton  road.  Duke  states 
there  is  a  ridge  by  which  they  can  get  through  to  the  railway.  A  party 
is  out  now.  In  consequence  of  this  and  of  the  rain  that  demonstration 
was  delayed.  It  is  reported  that  jtheir  cars  have  been  heard.  Not  sat 
isfied  of  its  correctness. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

SUFFOLK,  April  23,  1863. 
Major-General  DiX: 

Affairs  stand  as  yesterday.  I  am  employing  all  possible  means  to 
strengthen  the  river  line.  The  boats  of  the  Navy  are  below  the  Branch. 
Have  sent  troops  into  the  swamp  along  the  canal  to  watch  the  left  flank. 
Major  Stratton  says  the  people  report  a  force  of  3,000  or  4,000  on  this 
side  the  Oho  wan,  drawing  supplies  from  that  section.  He  sent  Mr. 
Hiuton,  of  Hintonsville,  in  as  a  prisoner,  a  man  of  means  and  influence. 
Mr.  Hinton  says  there  is  a  force  there,  and  that  nineteen  wagons  with 
•cavalry  were  up  after  forage.  He  says  they  are  Hill's. 

PECK, 
Major-  General, 


OFF  NEWPORT  NEWS,  April  23, 1863—8  a.  m. 
Hon.  GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  : 

Lieutenant  Gushing  reports  that  yesterday  afternoon  with  90  men  and 
a  howitzer  he  went  to  the  village  of  Chuckatuck,  where  a  large  cavalry 
force  was  reported  to  be.  Encountered  40  cavalry  in  the  village;  de- 
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feated  them ;  killed  2  and  captured  3  of  their  horses,  fully  equipped. 
He  lost  1  man  killed.  He  thinks  that  his  reconnaissance  shows  that 
the  enemy  are  not  in  strong  force  near  Suffolk. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear -Admiral. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  Neivs,  Va.,  April  23,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Comdg.  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. : 
GENERAL  :  I  respectfully  inform  you  that  the  proclamation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  dated  March  31,*  and  the  accompanying 
order  of  the  Secretaries  of  War  t  and  Navy  of  the  same  date,  regarding 
commercial  intercourse  with  inhabitants  of  the  insurrectionary  regions, 
which  I  understand  as  superseding  the  order  of  the  President,  dated 
November  12,  18G2,J  in  reference  to  vessels  and  merchandise  entering 
and  departing  from  the  port  of  Norfolk,  have  been  communicated  this 
day  to  the  guard  vessels  for  their  guidance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acty.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqvadron, 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  April  23,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Comdg.  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.  : 
GENERAL:  I  send  herewith  4  negroes,  who  went  on  board  the  Mount 
Washington  in  the  Nansemond  on  tbe  15th  instant,  representing  that 
they  were  free  negroes,  and  that  there  was  no  enemy  in  sight ;  but 
scarcely  a  minute  had  elapsed  when  the  Mount  Washington  was  at 
tacked  and  a  long  and  severe  engagement  followed.  I  respectfully  re 
quest  that  you  will  make  such  disposition  of  them  as  may  seem  proper 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


FORT  MONROE,  April  23, 1863. 
Major-General  KEYES, 

Commanding,  Yorktown : 

T  have  been  every  day  since  you  were  here  to  the  Nansemond  or  to 
Suffolk.  We  cannot  get  more  troops  for  you  at  present.  I  do  not  feel 
easy  about  our  force  at  Fort  Magruder.  It  would  not  be  difficult  to 
cut  it  off.  If  we  remain  there  we  must  hold  Williamsburg  with  our 
pickets  Please  send  the  correspondence  with  Dr.  Wager,  late  in 
charge  of  the  asylum.  1  may  write  General  Wise.  If  we  get  rid  of  the 
enemv  at  Suffolk  I  shall  strengthen  you  for  active  work. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

*  See  p.  57-<>.          t  See  General  Orders,  No.  88,  April  3,  p.  580.          t  See  p.  452. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  CORPS, 

Yorktown,  April  23,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia,  Fort  Monroe  : 

Your  telegram  just  received,  We  have  had  time  to  make  such  ar 
rangements  on  the  line  of  Fort  Magruder  as  to  be  secure  against  surprise. 
We  occupy  seven  redoubts  in  addition  to  that  fort,  and  our  troops  say 
they  can  and  will  hold  the  line  against  any  force  the  enemy  can  bring 
against  them.  They  foiled  Wise  and  are  in  high  spirits.  I  can  now 
hold  my  ground  without  re-enforcements,  but  more  troops  are  needed 
to  ease  the  great  labors  of  those  with  me.  We  have  a  strong  picket 
line  above  the  forts,  with  cavalry  vedettes  close  up  to  the  town.  If  the 
enemy  attacks  we  can  damage  him  three  or  four  times  more  than  he  can 
damage  us. 

I  will  send  the  only  letter  received  from  Dr.  Wager  since  the  attack, 
by  mail. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major-  General. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )        HDQRS.  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY-  CORPS, 

No.  62.  J  New  Berne,  April  23,  1863. 

In  order  that  a  more  constant  supervision  may  exist  at  the  various 
posts  in  this  department,  the  following  districts  are  hereby  established, 
and  will  be  commanded  as  follows  : 

I.  The  first  will  be  known  as  the  District  of  the  Neuse. 

This  district  will  embrace  that  portion  of  the  department  lying  be 
yond  the  outside  limits  of  the  post  of  New  Berne,  the  railroad  and  all 
stations  pertaining  thereto,  Morehead  City,  Carolina  City,  Beaufort,  and 
Fort  Macon,  and  will  be  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  M.  Naglee, 
whose  headquarters  will  be  at  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

II.  The  second  will  be  known  as  the  District  of  the  Albemarle. 
This  district  will  include  the  posts  of  Plymouth  and  Eoanoke  Island 

and  such  other  posts  as  may  be  hereafter  established  within  the  limits 
of  the  district,  and  will  be  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Wes- 
sells,  whose  headquarters  will  be  at  Plymouth,  N.  C. 

III.  The  third  will  be  known  as  the  District  of  the  Pamlico. 

This  district  will  include  the  posts  of  Washington  andHatteras  Inlet 
and  such  other  posts  as  may  be  hereafter  established  within  the  limits 
of  the  district,  and  will  be  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Prince, 
whose  headquarters  will  be  at  Washington,  N.  C. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster : 

[SOUTHAED  HOFFMAN,] 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


SUFFOLK,  YA.,  April  24,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Major  Stratton  reports  the  Third  Georgia  Infantry  in  that  quarter,. 
and  expects  it  will  attempt  to  cut  him  off,  but  feels  confident  of  defeat 
ing  the  purpose. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 
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SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  24,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

It  is  very  muddy  and  muck  water  on  the  ground,  but  I  think  it  ad 
visable  to  make  a  demonstration  on  the  swamp  flank.  Shall  be  very 
£lad  to  see  you.  If  you  come  let  me  know  the  hour  of  leaving. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  24,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Six  prisoners  were  taken  this  afternoon.  They  state  no  troops  have 
left.  A  rumor  was  in  circulation  that  troops  were  coming  to  both 
armies  from  Fredericksburg.  Supplies  Come  to  them  from  Franklin. 
They  say  General  French  is  much  censured  for  losing  the  artillery. 
Hear  nothing  of  troops  leaving.  Waiting  to  strike  us  outside. 

General  Getty  just  reports  that  the  enemy  are  erecting  works  at  new 
points  on  the  river. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  24,  1863. 
Major-General  HOOKER, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

Eichmond  papers  state  that  Longstreet  has  been  re-enforced.  They 
are  despondent  about  his  campaign.  This  afternoon  I  made  a  demon 
stration  on  his  right,  resting  on  the  Edenton  road.  Thus  far  my  opera 
tions  have  been  successful. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 
(Copy  to  General  Halleck.) 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  April  24, 1863—9.30  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief  : 

I  went  to  Suffolk  this  morning  and  returned  this  evening.  General 
Corcoran  was  sent  with  a  strong  force  at  1  o'clock.  General  Peck, 
whose  excellent  arrangements  I  cannot  too  highly  commend,  just  sent 
the  following  dispatch : 

SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  24,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

We  inade  a  successful  demonstration  on  Longstreet's  right  flank  in  a  heavy  rain. 
The  enemy  was  routed  out  of  all  his  advance  rifle-pits  and  driven  back  to  his  main  de 
fenses  at  Darden's  Mill  Dam  in  a  very  handsome  manner,  where  several  batteries  are 
posted,  and  it  is  thought  that  a  large  force  is  massed  between  the  Edenton  and  Som- 
erton  roads.  Our  loss  was  only  35,  and  the  object  of  the  movement  was  fully  at 
tained.  Corcoran,  Foster,  and  Spear  were  out.  The  bayonet  was  used  with  effect. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


654  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  S.  E.  VIRGINIA.  [CHAP.  XXX, 

HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  25,  18G3. 
Actg.  Eear- Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  : 

ADMIRAL  :  I  received  in  New  York  City  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant, 
advising  me  that  the  Navy  Department,  under  date  of  Aprils,  declines 
to  authorize  certain  articles  for  the  Smith  Briggs  to  be  furnished  from 
the  Navy  supplies.  &c. ;  also  that  you  are  directed  hereafter  to  refer 
my  requisitions  for  ordnance  for  gunboats  to  the  Navy  Department,  to 
enable  it  to  inquire  of  the  War  Department  if  such  requisitions  are 
authorized  or  sanctioned  by  it. 

The  difficulty  of  procuring  from  the  Navy  gunboats  of  light  draught 
decided  me  some  months  ago  to  arm  one  or  two  quartermasters'  boats 
for  the  defense  of  the  iJpper  Nansemond.  The  propriety  of  the  meas 
ure  is  vindicated  by  the  existing  condition  of  things  there,  your  gun 
boats  being  withdrawn  and  the  Smith  Briggs,  one  of  the  boats  armed 
by  me,  being  one  of  our  chief  supports  at  Suffolk.  These  boats  were 
armed  by  me  by  virtue  of  my  general  authority,  as  commanding  officer 
of  the  department,  to  do  whatever  is  essential  for  the  safety  of  my  com 
mand  in  the  face  of  the  enemy.  I  did  not  hesitate,  therefore,  without 
any  special  authority  from  the  War  Department,  to  ask  you  for  certain 
articles  required  for  the  boats  referred  to,  not  doubting  that  you  would 
promptly  respond,  as  you  always  have  done,  to  any  requisition  for  co 
operation  in  maintaining  the  authority  of  the  Government  against  the 
common  enemy.  In  the  same  spirit  our  tugs,  our  army  wagons,  our 
ammunition,  and  whatever  else  you  needed  have  always  been  placed  at 
your  disposal  without  inquiring  into  your  authority  to  ask  for  them. 

Though  the  Navy  Department  has  decided  to  respond  to  no  more 
requisitions  from  me,  as  commander  of  the  department,  for  ordnance  lor 
the  gunboats,  whatever  may  be  the  urgency  of  the  case,  without  inquir 
ing  whether  they  are  authorized  or  sanctioned  by  the  War  Department, 
I  beg  to  say  that  in  reference  to  you,  as  commanding  officer  of  the 
blockading  squadron,  I  shall  act  on  a  totally  different  principle,  and 
that  any  material  of  war  of  any  sort  under  my  control  which  you  may 
need  in  the  discharge  of  your  responsible  duties  will  be  most  cheerfully 
furnished  on  your  requisition  without  stopping  to  inquire  whether  they 
are  authorized  or  approved  by  the  Navy  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  25,  1863. 
Major-General  DIX: 

The  enemy  clearly  meditated  a  crossing  last  night  between  Jericho 
Creek  and  Fort  Conn.  There  was  great  activity  on  bis  part.  He  was 
shelled  from  Fort  Onondaga  and  the  vigilance  of  the  troops  defeated 
his  intentions. 

Have  re-enforced  Major  Stratton,  who  is  fearful  of  being  cut  off. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  25,  1803. 
General  EGBERT  L.  VIELE  : 

Major  Bovey  will  report  to  you.  Longstreet  is  still  at  work.  He  cut 
a  road  down  to  the  river  last  night  and  fully  intended  to  cross.  Our 


CIIAF.  XXX.J  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  655 

batteries  command  the  road.  We  made  a  successful  demonstration  on 
his  right  flank  yesterday,  driving  in  all  his  advanced  parties  from  their 
rifle-pits,  nearly  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  to  their  main  line  at  Darden's 
Mill  Dam. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

SUFFOLK,  April  25, 1863—4.30  p.  m. 
Major- General  Dix: 

Several  regiments  are  here  whose  terms  expire  in  a  few  days.  What 
shall  1  do  with  them  ? 

Two  deserters  state  clearly  that  General  Garnett's  brigade  has  joined 
within  three  days  from  North  Carolina ;  also  that  troops  are  expected 
from  Fredericksburg. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

PORT  MONROE,  April  25, 1863. 
Major- General  PECK, 

Commanding,  Suffolk: 

On  Tuesday  two  heavy  guns,  drawn  each  by  10  horses,  passed  down 
the  Blackwater  on  the  way  to  Suffolk. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  25, 1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

It  only  goes  to  show  that  they  have  no  idea  of  leaving.  The  impres 
sion  is  that  new  troops  are  arriving.  One  brigade  is  certainly  here  from 
North  Carolina.  Several  bands  of  music  were  playing  last  evening  on 
the  high  ground.  When  will  the  other  10-pounder  Parrotts  be  up? 
We  need  more  in  the  field- works  in  order  to  release  the  horse  batteries. 
Not  less  than  twenty  pieces  are  requisite  for  General  Getty's  line,  which 
reduces  our  stock. 

JOHN  J.  PECK 

Major -General. 

[APRIL,  25, 1863.] 
General  HOOKER: 

One  brigade  has  just  joined  Longstreet  from  Carolina.  He  is  bring 
ing  very  heavy  artillery.  He  means  to  take  his  time. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 

HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
Dept.  of  North  Carolina,  New  Berne,  April  25,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia  : 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  24th,  and  in 
accordance  with  your  request  am  now  starting  as  strong  force  as  I  can 
spare  to  make  an  attack  on  D.  H.  Hill,  at  Kinston. 
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I  shall  continue  this  demonstration  for  four  or  five  days,  and  if  in 
the  mean  time  you  do  not  defeat  Longstreet  I  will  make  a  new  demon 
stration  in  another  direction. 

Please  keep  me  constantly  advised  of  what  you  wish,  and  I  will  aid 
you  to  the  extent  of  my  power.  If  I  only  had  my  troops  back  from 
South  Carolina  I  should  be  able  to  make  such  an  attack  up  the  Koa»- 
oke  Kiver  as  would  make  Longstreet  retire  or  leave  Weldon.  I  was 
half  tempted  to  run  up  to  Suffolk  and  look  at  your  defenses.  If  they 
are  properly  constructed  and  well  laid  out  General  Peck  ought  to  be 
able  to  hold  out  against  five  times  his  number.  At  Washington  we  were 
unassailable  (after  the  first  day)  with  ten  times  our  number  around  us. 

Our  outposts  taunted  the  rebels  with  the  inquiry  why  they  did  not 
come  in  and  take  Little  Washington. 

Egotism  apart,  however,  every  line  of  defenses  should  have  at  about 
800  yards  (dependent  upon  the  natural  features  of  the  ground)  a  self- 
sustaining  work,  perfectly  inclosed,  which  cannot  be  taken  even  if  the 
enemy  penetrated  the  lines  on  the  right  or  left.  These  works  should  be 
able  to  fire  even  to  the  rear.*  Each  of  these  works  should  be  mounted 
with  heavy  guns  (long  32-pounders,  firing  shell,  are  very  good)  and 
completely  manned.  The  garrisons  should  be  instructed  to  hold  their 
works  to  the  last  extremity,  and  made  to  feel  their  entire  independence 
of  any  mishaps  to  other  portions  of  the  line. 

These  works  should  be  of  a  strong  profile,  with  a  wide  and  deep  ditch 
without,  and  a  palisade  in  the  middle  of  the  ditch  or  a  good  abatis 
in  front  of  it.  Between  these  works  should  extend  a  line  of  infantry 
intrenchments,  with  a  good  ditch  and  parapet  flanked  by  the  fires  of  the 
strong  works. 

If  there  be  time,  the  infantry  intrenchments  (along  which  embrasures 
for  light  field  pieces  may  be  roughly  made)  may  be  supplied  with  loop 
holes  for  infantry,  formed  of  rods  and  high  enough  to  protect  the  heads 
of  those  firing.  If  you  have  any  timber  send  me,  and  at  once,  and  I 
will  do  all  that  I  can. 

My  advance  toward  Kinston  are  already  in  front  of  the  rebels  at  Core 
Creek,  and  will  engage  them  to-morrow. 
Ever  yours,  most  truly, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Dept.  of  North  Carolina,  April  25,  1863. 
Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flag-ship  Minnesota,  off  Newport  News,  Va.  : 
ADMIRAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  24th  in  relation  to  the  occupying  of  Smith's  Island,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Cape  Fear  Kiver,  by  our  forces.  The  idea  is  a  good  one,  and 
should,  in  my  opinion,  be  carried  out  as  soon  as  other  operations  will 
permit  or  render  it  advisable. 

When  the  plan  of  operations  against  Wilmington  was  decided  on, 
and  my  preparations  were  making,  this  point  (Smith's  Island)  was  se 
lected  as  the  first  point  on  which  to  laud  and  make  an  establishment  to 
cover  a  depot  of  supplies.  1  am  glad  that  Captain  Case  sees  the  im 
portance  or  it  now,  for  there  is  no  reason  why  it  may  not  be  used  in  the 
[manner]  he  suggests,  and  thus  relieve  the  blockading  vessels  at  the 
west  entrance  of  the  Cape  Fear  Kiver. 
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There  rnay,  however,  at  this  time  be  some  trouble  in  occupying  the 
island,  for  I  have  heard  that  the  rebels  have  recently  planted  a  battery 
on  the  island  to  prevent  this  very  thing.  The  island  can  nevertheless 
be  taken  by  a  determined  effort  at  any  time  chat  it  is  absolutely  re 
quired.  I  will  be  most  happy  to  co-operate  in  any  way  as  soon  as  I 
have  the  force. 

If  the  8,000  men  belonging  to  this  department,  now  lying  at  Port 
Koyal,  were  sent  back  to  me,  with  the  abundant  supply  of  siege  guns, 
ammunition,  and  artillery  that  I  took  down  with  me  to  the  Department 
of  the  South,  I  will  at  once  engage  to  occupy  Smith's  Island  with  bat 
teries  to  command  the  channel,  to  annoy  Fort  Caswell,  and  also  as  far 
as  practicable  to  command  the  New  Inlet  Channel.  Unless  this  return 
of  my  troops  be  made,  which  is  now  refused  by  the  Government,  I  can 
do  nothing  to  aid  you,  inasmuch  as  nearly  1,000  of  the  two-years7  men 
have  to  be  discharged  in  a  few  weeks  and  eight  regiments  of  nine- 
mouths'  men  within  two  months.  This  will  very  seriously  deplete  my 
already  small  tbrce,  and  although  I  can  hold  my  own  I  cannot  under 
take  to  do  more  than  act  strictly  on  the  defensive. 

Whatever  may  be  decided  on  by  the  Government  you  can  rely  upon 
my  ready  and  energetic  co-operation. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — 1  am  now  moving  on  Kinston. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA., 

April  26,  1863—7.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief : 

I  have  just  returned  from  Suffolk.  I  went  to  the  top  of  the  signal 
station,  80  feet  high,  and  saw  two  forts  which  the  enemy  is  building — 
one  in  front  of  Fort  Nansemond  and  the  other  across  the  river,  below 
General  Peck's  headquarters.  Garnett's  brigade,  which  arrived  on 
Friday,  consists  of  five  regiments.  One  of  my  spies,  who  arrived  last 
evening,  reports  Powhatan  not  yet  armed,  but  600  contrabands  at  work. 
Two  thousand  troops,  who  were  there  a  fortnight  ago,  have  come  to 
Suffolk.  The  Navy  could  easily  have  prevented  the  enemy  from  in 
trenching  at  Fort  Powhatan.  Everything  indicates  that  the  movement 
on  Suffolk  is  a  campaign  and  looks  to  Norfolk.  The  gauge  of  the  rail 
road  from  Petersburg  to  the  Blackwater  has  been  altered  to  correspond 
with  ours  this  side.  If  you  can  spare  a  few  thousand  more  troops  they 
will  no  doubt  be  needed,  and  can  be  sent  back  the  moment  the  exigency 
is  over.  The  extent  of  our  river  line  absorbs  a  large  number.  The 
enemy  has  cut  a  broad  road  down  to  the  river,  and  indicates  a  deter 
mination  to  cross. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  26, 1863. 
Major-General  DIX,  Norfolk: 

Major  Stratton  had  some  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  yesterday ;  the 
particulars  I  have  not  learned. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 
42  R  R — VOL  xvin 
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FORT  MONROE,  April  26,  1863. 
Major-General  PECK, 

Commanding  j  Suffolk: 

I  send  you  to-day  by  mail  a  brigadier-general's  commission  for 
Colonel  Harland.  General  Gordon  was  here  yesterday  and  has  gone 
back  for  his  staff.  He  will  return  in  a  few  days.  I  am  not  quite  sure 
whether  I  shall  be  with  you  to-day.  The  enemy  has  no  artillery  where 
General  Getty  captured  the  battery.  Lieutenant  Kowe,  of  the  West 
End,  volunteers  to  pilot  the  Commerce  down.  Shall  he  try  ? 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  26, 1863. 
Major-General  HOOKER, 

Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

Longstreet  is  still  here.  Heavy  artillery  is  coming  to  him  from 
Petersburg.  The  storm  has  ceased  5  mud  drying  up.  Advise  me  in 
cipher  of  as  much  as  you  deem  proper  of  your  operations. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


APRIL  26,  1863. 
Major-General  PECK,  Suffolk,  Va.: 

Your  dispatch  received.  I  have  been  delayed  in  my  operations  by 
the  severe  storm.  I  have  communicated  to  no  one  what  my  intentions 
are.  If  you  were  here  I  could  properly  and  willingly  impart  them  to 
you.  So  much  is  found  out  by  the  enemy  in  my  front  with  regard  to 
movements  that  I  have  concealed  my  designs  from  my  own  staff,  and 
I  dare  not  intrust  them  to  the  wires,  knowing  as  I  do  that  they  are  so 
often  tapped. 

JOSEPH  HOOKEE, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  27, 1863. 
Major-General  DIX  : 

Major  Strattou  reports  that  he  destroyed  a  new  ferry-boat  at  Cam- 
den,  opposite  Elizabeth.  Three  hundred  guerrillas  at  Elizabeth,  called 
Fifty-sixth  North  Carolina.  He  is  advised  of  500  cavalry  and  four  pieces 
in  that  vicinity,  with  a  regiment  of  infantry  at  Woodville.  Union  men 
are  the  sources.  The  Fifth  Virginia  Infantry  has  left  Woodville  for 
Suffolk. 

A  party  attempted  to  cross  near  Sleepy  Hole  last  night  in  boats. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


SUFFOLK,  April  27, 1863. 
Col.  D.  T.  VAN  BUREN,  Fort  Monroe  : 

The  engineer  and  captain  of  the  Commerce  refuse  to  run  her.    Will 
a  payment  of  $50  to  a  volunteer  engineer  be  authorized? 

JOflN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 
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FORT  MONROE,  April  27, 1863. 
Major- General  PECK  : 
General  Dix  says  you  can  offer  the  $50  to  a  volunteer. 

D.  T.  YAN  BUBEN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

FORT  MONROE,  April  27,  1863. 
Major-General  PECK: 

The  Commerce  and  Swan  have  arrived  safely.  Somewhat  peppered, 
but  all  right.  Lieutenant  Eowe  deserves  great  credit. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.,  April  27, 1863. 
Major-General  FOSTER, 

Commanding,  &c.,  New  Berne,  N.  C.  : 

GENERAL  :  The  Navy  Department  has  requested  that  your  attention 
be  called  to  the  importance  of  the  military  occupation  of  Smith's  Island 
at  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  Eiver.  It  is  said  that  by  the  occupation  of 
this  island  both  channels  may  be  closed,  and  thus  prevent  the  entrance 
of  contraband  goods  to  Wilmington. 

I  informed  Mr.  Fox  that  no  additional  forces  could  be  given  to  you 
at  the  present  time,  but  that  possibly  you  might  accomplish  this  object, 
which  he  deems  most  important.  He  says  that  at  this  season,  while  the 
water  is  smooth,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  landing. 

If  you  should  be  able  to  occupy  this  island  as  many  contrabands  as 
possible  should  be  used  in  fortifying  and  holding  the  position.  I  un 
derstand  from  the  Secretary  of  War  that  a  Colonel  Wild,  of  Boston, 
has  been  directed  to  report  to  you  to  organize  one  or  more  negro  regi 
ments.  If  this  should  oe  done  it  is  suggested  that  they  can  be  used  to 
the  best  advantage  on  Smith's  Island. 

It  is  regretted  that  we  cannot  give  you  more  troops  for  active  opera 
tions  in  the  field,  but  at  this  time  it  is  impossible  to  do  so. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  OF  THE  ARMY,  ADJT.  GEN.'S  OFFICE, 

No.  190.  f  Washington,  April  27,  1863. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Gordon,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  report  for  duty 
without  delay  to  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  commanding,  &c.,  Fort  Mon 
roe.  Ya. 

*.***.•'** 

By  command  of  Major-General  Halleck : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  |        HDQRS.  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  64.  f  New  Berne,  April  27, 1863. 

General  Orders,  No.  62,  are  hereby  amended  as  follows: 
The  first  district  will  be  called  the  District  of  Beaufort,  and  will  in 
clude  the  posts  which  are  or  may  hereafter  be  established  in  that  portion 
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of  the  county  of  Craven  lying  south  of  a  line  drawn  from  Evans'  Mill 
due  east  to  the  Neuse  Eiver  and  including  Evans'  Mill,  and  in  the 
counties  of  Jones  and  Carteret  with  the  exception  of  the  post  of  Ports 
mouth. 

The  second  district,  or  the  District  of  the  Albeinarle,  will  include  all 
the  posts  which  are  or  may  hereafter  be  established  in  the  counties  of 
Washington  and  Tyrrell,  and  in  all  the  counties. of  this  State  northwest 
of  those  counties  whose  waters  flow  into  the  Albemarle  Sound. 

The  third  district,  or  the  District  of  the  Pamlico,  will  include  all  the 
posts  which  are  or  may  be  hereafter  established  in  that  portion  of  Craven 
County  north  of  Neuse  Eiver,  excepting  the  post  of  Fort  Anderson, 
and  in  the  counties  of  Pitt,  Beaufort,  and  Hyde,  as  well  as  the  post  of 
Portsmouth. 

Bv  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

[SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN,] 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  April  28,  1863—4.55  p.  m. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 

The  two  artillery  companies  at  Fort  Delaware  will  be  sent  to  you. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  Feivs,  Va.,  April  28,  1863.    . 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  received  your  communication  of  the  22d.  You 
therein  refer  to  some  general  views  which  I  had  expressed,  and  from 
which  you  draw  the  conclusion  that  I  had  withdrawn  the  flotilla  from 
the  Upper  Nansemond. 

When  General  Keyes  a  fortnight  since  informed  me  on  current  re 
ports  obtained  from  rebel  deserters  and  fugitives  all  along  the  line  that 
Longstreet  was  approaching  Suffolk  with  40,000  men,  heavy  artillery, 
and  pontoons,  and  earnestly  preferred  requests  for  gunboats  to  protect 
the  line  of  the  river,  the  greater  part  of  the  light-draught  force  of  this 
squadron  was  engaged  co-operating  in  defense  of  the  military  positions 
on  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina,  and  I  was  in  receipt  of  urgent  requests 
from  that  quarter  also  for  an  additional  gunboat  force.  There  was  a 
similar  pressure  for  additional  gunboats  for  Williamsburg  and  York- 
town.  Here  I  had  but  one  available  gunboat,  the  Commodore  Barney, 
which  I  at  once  detailed  for  duty  in  the  Lower  Kansemond.  The  Nanse- 
mond  was  already  occupied  by  one  light  ferry-boat  (mounting  four  field 
howitzeVs),  which  had  been  used  for  naval  guard  ship  there.  There 
remained  here  two  river  steamboats  and  four  tugs  (mounting  two  light 
pieces  each)  belonging  to  the  naval  service  and  used  for  transport, 
tender,  mail,  and  picket  duties.  All  of  these,  save  one  of  the  tugs  for 
picket,  I  immediately  equipped  with  detachments  of  men  and  such  ap 
pliances  as  I  had  at  my  disposal  for  their  protection  from  rifle  shot, 
arming  one  of  the  river  steamers  with  four  field  pieces  on  field  carriages 
from  this  ship,  and  sent  them  up  the  Nansemond  in  accordance  with  the 
request  I  had  received.  One  of  the  river  steamers  I  reserved  for  trans- 
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port  of  ammunition,  coal,  and  dispatches  at  the  service  of  the  vessels  in 
the  Nansemond.  The  embarrassment  thus  occasioned  here  by  the  ab 
sence  of  tenders  was  partially  relieved  by  the  kind  loan  of  the  quarter 
master's  tug  Du  Pont.  In  further  response  to  urgent  calls  from  General 
Peck  and  yourself  I  applied  to  the  Department  for  an  additional  force 
of  light  draughts  to  meet  the  demands  on  the  Navy  in  these  waters. 
Four  vessels  were  then  detached  from  the  Potomac  Flotilla,  this  being 
half  of  Commodore  Harwood's  steam  force.  They  arrived  here  on  the 
16th  and  were  sent  into  the  Nansemond  the  same  evening.  Lieutenants 
Gushing  and  Lamson,  who  had  in  charge  the  two  divisions  of  the  flotilla 
in  the  Nansemond,  were  instructed  to  do  everything  in  their  power  to 
assist  the  army. 

The  upper  part  of  the  river,  in  which  most,  of  the  slight  vessels  thus 
hastily  equipped  were  ordered  to  operate,  is  but  a  canal  or  ditch,  of 
width  so  insignificant  that  the  boats  are  obliged  to  touch  one  bank  with 
their  bows  that  their  sterns  may  swing  clear  of  the  other.  This  narrow 
and  tortuous  stream  winds  between  banks  covered  with  woods,  where 
riflemen  or  artillery  can  at  any  time  conceal  themselves  and  open  a  mur 
derous  and  concentrated  fire  on  our  men  on  the  open  decks  of  the  ves 
sels  at  short  range,  shifting  from  place  to  place  or  masking  batteries 
above  and  below,  cut  off  our  communications  at  will,  and  destroy  or 
capture  the  flotilla. 

Had  the  enemy  in  force  really  determined  to  cross  the  Nanseinond 
how  long  could  such  vessels  effectually  oppose  the  movement  f  It  was 
obvious  to  me  that  the  few  light  field  pieces  we  had  (mostly  on  field 
carriages)  would  in  the  event  of  contesting  a  crossing  have  done  better 
service  behind  earthworks  than  on  open  decks  over  magazines  of  powder 
and  steam ;  for  the  boilers,  machinery,  and  ammunition  of  these  light- 
draught  vessels,  unlike  those  of  regular  men-of-war,  are  near  or  above 
water  and  exposed  to  shot  and  shell. 

The  line  which  these  frail  and  vulnerable  vessels  were  called  upon  to 
protect,  and  in  front  of  which  they  were  expected  to  patrol  and  draw 
the  enemy's  fire,  was  purely  a  military  line,  whose  natural  defenses 
should  have  been  earthworks  on  our  side  against  earthworks  on  the 
other — riflemen,  scouts,  communications,  and  proper  disposition  of  troops 
to  oppose  similar  demonstrations  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  Was  it 
therefore  justifiable  for  you  to  impose  or  for  me  to  undertake,  without 
a  word  of  warning  to  you  regarding  its  utter  impracticability,  a  naval 
defense  of  your  military  line,  which  defense,  if  fairly  tried,  must  have 
ailed,  to  the  grief  of  the  nation  and  the  probable  reproach  of  the  Navy? 

I  beg  to  remind  you  that  while  thus  straining  every  effort  to  meet 
these  demands  on  the  part  of  the  army,  though  I  was  under  the  con 
viction  that  it  was  an  anomalous  and  improper  use  of  naval  means,  I 
suggested  to  you,  having  in  view  the  confidence  so  flatteringly  reposed 
in  such  means  by  you  and  General  Peck,  to  arm  and  equip  with  field 
pieces  and  men  for  this  service  on  the  Nansemoud,  as  I  had  done  with 
the  Mount  Washington  and  Stepping  Stones,  one  of  the  numerous  tugs 
and  transports  at  your  disposal,  of  which,  as  shown  by  your  official 
notices  to  me,  you  have  about  forty.  I  have  not  been  informed  that 
the  suggestion  was  adopted.  In  your  letter  of  the  22d  you  say,  allud 
ing  to  the  gunboats,  "I  know  there  is  danger  that  they  will  be  tired  into, 
injured,  perhaps  crippled;  but  this  hazard  must  be  incurred  to  prevent 
the  rebels  from  crossing.  Yours  will  be  exposed  to  no  more  danger  than 
mine." 

A  newspaper  correspondent  from  Fortress  Monroe  and  professing  to 
derive  his  inspiration  from  the  "  highest  authority" — a  great  breach  of 
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military  and  professional  decorum — accuses  me  of  withholding  the  neces 
sary  services  of  the  gunboats  and  of  desiring  to  keep  them  out  of  danger 
by  putting  them  in  glass  cases. 

I  have  not  learned  that  for  this  gross  and  indecent  assault,  this 
wicked  misrepresentation  of  an  honest  and  earnest  performance  of  duty 
under  high  responsibilities,  the  anonymous  correspondent  has  in  any 
way  been  corrected.  These  things  constrain  me  to  quote  from  a  report 
by  Lieutenant  Lamson,  under  date  of  Sunday,  April  19: 

We  have  fought  the  rebels  every  day  since  last  Saturday  except  to-day,  with  a 
heavy  loss  compared  to  our  force,  and  the  army  have  laid  on  their  bank  or  in  their 
earthwork  without  a  man  hurt,  and  have  utterly  failed  to  render  me  the  assistance 
and  support  they  ought  to  have  given. 

During  this  time  the  Mount  Washington  and  Alert  had  been  dis 
abled  and  withdrawn  for  repairs,  the  former  in  a  serious  contest  with 
the  enemy's  battery  at  West  Branch,  having  had  her  boiler  exploded, 
her  gallows-frame  destroyed,  and  having  been  otherwise  much  cut  up 
while  helpless  and  aground  on  the  bar  commanded  by  that  battery, 
without  the  use  of  her  steam.  Our  loss  in  this  and  subsequent  une 
qual  contests  amounted  to  one  of  our  vessels  entirely  disabled  and  three 
of  the  other  four  partially  so,  and  24  men  killed  and  wounded,  a  very 
large  proportion  of  our  small  number  of  men  engaged.  The  interval  of 
two  days  between  the  disabling  of  some  vessels  and  the  arrival  of  others 
on  the  Upper  Nansemond,  together  with  the  absence  of  any  naval  dem 
onstration  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  in  James  Eiver,  seemed  to  indicate 
that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  cross  the  Nansemond.  Your  re-enforce 
ments  giving  you  as  I  am  told  a  strong  army  of  22,000  men  at  Suffolk, 
enabling  you,  as  you  have  just  done,  to  erect  works  and  to  defend  the 
line  of  the  river ;  the  inability  of  our  little  vessels,  as  shown  by  subse 
quent  contests  with  the  rebel  batteries,  to  raise  the  blockade  of  the 
Upper  Nansernond,  whilst  my  transports  and  tenders  were  being  cut  up 
without  being  adequate  to  the  main  object  of  protecting  that  line ;  my 
orders  to  return  the  vessels  from  the  Potomac  Flotilla  as  soon  as  the 
emergency  was  over,  and  a  requisition  upon  me  to  convoy  and  protect 
Major-General  Hooker's  supply  vessels  going  into  the  Pamunkey,  com 
bined  to  dispose  me  to  withdraw  the  light  draughts  from  the  Upper  Nau- 
semond,  and  I  accordingly  sent  Fleet  Captain  Crosby  to  Suffolk  to  ascer 
tain  facts  and  to  bring  them  down  if  practicable,  giving  due  notice  to  the 
army.  But  at  your  and  General  Peck's  instance  I  kept  them  in  the 
river,  as  shown  in  my  dispatches  of  the  19th  to  General  Peck  before 
and  to  General  Getty  after  the  capture  of  the  battery  on  the  West 
Branch,  which  capture  opened  our  communications.  The  former  dis 
patch  went  through  your  headquarters. 

I  am  further  constrained  to  say  that  it  was  not  until  after  two  failures 
on  the  part  of  the  army  to  support  Lieutenant  Lamson  that  that  young 
officer  was  finally  enabled  to  put  into  execution  (with  the  gallant  and 
effectual  co-operation  of  the  troops  under  General  Getty)  the  plans 
which  he  had  made  and  urged  to  capture  the  battery  at  West  Branch. 

A  due  regard  for  the  facts  should  have  prevented  the  reflection  im 
plied  in  your  letter.  The  readiness  and  zeal  which  the  officers  and  men 
under  my  command  have  exhibited  in  these  unequal  contests,  in  which 
our  vessels  have  been  "fired  into,  injured,  and  crippled;"  the  gallantry 
with  which  they  have  incurred  "hazard  to  prevent  the  rebels  from  cross 
ing,"  these  did  not  tempt  me  selfishly  to  misuse  the  means  and  lives 
with  which  I  am  intrusted  for  the  public  welfare  to  undertake  without 
proper  explanation  an  enterprise  which  is  military  and  not  naval — which 
is  practicable  in  the  former  sense  and  impossible  in  the  latter.  Hence 
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I  have  taken  pains  to  apprise  the  military  authorities  of  the  insufficiency 
of  these  means  to  the  ends  proposed  and  urged  by  them. 

Lieutenants  Gushing  and  Lamson  are  still  in  the  Nanseinond  and  still 
under  instruction  to  give  all  the  assistance  in  their  power  to  the  army. 
The  orders  which  I  have  given  Lieutenant  Lamson  not  only  do  not 
restrain  but  direct  his  going  into  the  Upper  Nansemond  when  necessary 
and  practicable  at  his  discretion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  general,  very  respectfully,  vours, 

S.  R  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  JV".  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  April  28, 18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief: 

Admiral  Lee  has  withdrawn  all  his  gunboats  from  the  Upper  Nan- 
seinond,  against  my  remonstrance  and  General  Peck's,  leaving  us  to 
take  care  of  ourselves.  We  had  two  unarmed  transports  at  Suffolk, 
which  were  much  wanted,  and  yesterday  I  ordered  them  down.  Two 
of  our  officers,  who  have  been  commanding  on  a  gunboat  I  armed  my 
self,  volunteered  to  pilot  them,  and  they  have  this  morning  performed 
the  service  successfully.  Both  boats  received  some  cannon-shot  and  a 
good  many  rifle-balls,  but  that  we  expected.  Neither  sustained  any 
injury  worth  mentioning,  though  they  were  fired  on  by  three  batteries 
and  from  a  good  many  rifle-pits.  I  have  just  received  the  following 
dispatch  from  General  Peck,  from  which  you  will  see  that  the  enemy  is 
in  earnest : 

SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  28,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix: 

The  force  reported  by  Stratton  on  the  Chowan  was  Garnett's  six  regiments  of  in 
fantry,  one  of  cavalry,  and  some  artillery,  which  has  joined  Longstreet.  Garnett 
commanded  at  Little  Washington.  The  enemy  were  very  active  all  night,  and  we 
kept  several  batteries  in  play  on  chopping  parties.  General  Getty  reported  move 
ment  of  troops  down  the  river  with  artillery,  indicative  of  crossing. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA., 

April  28,  1863—9.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief: 

I  have  been  on  the  Nansemond  to-day.  No  movements  there.  Gen 
eral  Garnett's  brigade,  from  North  Carolina,  has  joined  Longstreet.  Two 
heavy  guns,  drawn  each  by  10  horses,  passed  through  Surry  County  to 
Suffolk  on  Tuesday  evening,  reaching  there  yesterday.  We  shall  no 
doubt  soon  hear  from  them. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  28, 18C3. 
General  Dix: 

The  enemy  opened  a  new  battery  with  three  guns  on  the  river  last 
night.  Lieutenant  Kowe  deserves  great  credit  for  his  exploit.  When 
will  the  guns  we  talked  about  be  sent  ? 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 
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FORT  MONROE,  April  28, 1863. 
Major-General  PECK: 

Captain  Baylor  already  preparing  the  guns,  and  they  will  be  sent  as 
soon  as  possible.    You  will  have  twelve. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


SUFFOLK,  YA.,  April  28, 1863. 
Major-General  DIX  : 

A  man  who  was  at  Franklin  on  the  20th  says  the  railway  bridge  was 
being  built;  also  that  he  saw  two  trains  of  troops  coming  from  Weldou. 
The  people  told  him  that  45,000  men  were  under  Longstreet  and  more 
coming  from  Carolina. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


FORT  MONROE  ARSENAL,  VA.,  April  28, 1863. 
Lieut.  A.  B.  JOHNSON,  Suffolk,  Va. : 

I  will  send  you.  to-morrow  1,000,000  cartridges,  caliber  .57,  and  the  re 
mainder  soon  after.  I  will  forward  the  24  and  12  pounder  ammunition 
as  soon  as  it  can  be  prepared.  I  have  telegraphed  for  the  18-pounder 
ammunition.  Your  requisitions  are  large.  Have  you  storage  for  it? 

T.  G.  BAYLOE, 
First  Lieutenant,  Arsenal,  Fort  Monroe, 


SUFFOLK,  April  28, 1863. 
Lieut.  T.  G.  BAYLOR, 

Commanding  Arsenal,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.  : 

I  am  aware  that  my  requisitions  are  large,  but  not  as  large  as  the 
general  suggested.    He  thinks  we  shall  soon  have  use  for  it  all. 

My  storage  is  not  sufficient,  but  am  assured  that  more  shall  be  pro 
vided. 

The  amount  of  daily  consumption  of  ammunition  now  is  not  small, 
although  reports  say  "all  quiet  at  Suffolk." 

A.  B.  JOHNSON, 
Lieutenant,  Ordnance  Officer. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  28,  1863. 
General  HENRY  A.  WISE, 

Or  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Troops  on  tlie  ChicJcaJiominy  : 
SIR  :  The  town  of  Williainsburg  has  been  occupied,  as  you  are  aware, 
by  the  troops  under  my  command  as  a  picket  station  or  outpost  of  York- 
town.  A  large  portion  of  the  inhabitants  are  known  not  to  be  well  dis 
posed  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  They  have  nevertheless 
been  quietly  pursuing  their  domestic  avocations,  been  unmolested,  and 
have  been  permitted  to  supply  themselves  with  the  necessaries  and 
comforts  of  life  at  Yorktown  and  Fort  Monroe.  The  insane  asylum  at 
Williamsburg  has  been  put  under  the  superintendence  of  an  army  sur 
geon,  and  its  300  helpless  inmates  supplied,  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
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States,  with  everything  necessary  to  their  comfort  and  with  the  remedial 
treatment  they  require.  While  exercising  these  offices  of  humanity  the 
troops  at  Williamsburg  have  been  several  times  attacked  by  your  forces, 
not  with  a  view  to  gain  and  hold  possession  of  the  place  and  to  assume 
the  guardianship  which  has  been  extended  to  the  inhabitants  and  the 
tenants  of  the  asylum  by  us,  but  for  the  purpose  of  harassing  those  who 
were  performing  this  generous  service.  On  the  31st  ultimo  your  forces 
entered  and  endeavored  to  take  possession  of  the  town,  occupying  sev 
eral  houses  and  firing  upon  the  troops,  and  in  this,  as  I  am  informed, 
they  were  aided  by  some  of  the  inhabitants,  who  have  been  living  for 
nearly  a  year  under  our  protection.  More  recently  your  forces  entered 
the  town  and  took  possession  of  it,  placing  our  employes  in  the  insane 
asylum  under  parole,  carrying  off  some  of  the  servants,  and  depriving  its 
inmates  of  the  care  to  which  they  have  been  accustomed  and  which  their 
helpless  condition  renders  indispensable.  You  have  by  withdrawing 
your  forces  left  the  asylum  again  to  our  charity  and  compelled  Major- 
General  Keyes,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  at  Yorktown  and 
Fort  Magruder,  to  supply  it  with  food  to  save  the  patients  from  starva 
tion.  These  raids,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances,  are  in  violation  of 
every  dictate  of  humanity.  Having  no  result  and  apparently  no  object 
but  annoyance  and  a  useless  sacrifice  of  life,  they  are  also  in  violation 
of  every  principle  of  honorable  warfare.  I  have  directed  Major-General 
Keyes  to  reoccupy  the  town  ;  and  that  the  aggressions  referred  to  may 
cease  I  give  you  notice  in  case  of  any  repetition  of  them — 

1st.  That  the  inmates  of  the  asylum  will  be  sent  to  Richmond  and  the 
United  States  relieved  of  the  burden  of  their  support ; 

2d.  That  any  house  which  may  be  taken  possession  of  for  the  purpose 
of  firing  upon  the  troops  stationed  there  will  be  razed  to  the  ground ; 
and, 

3d.  That  any  citizen  of  Williamsburg  not  belonging  to  a  regularly 
organized  corps  who  shall  be  found  co-operating  in  these  attacks  and 
rising  in  arms  against  the  occupying  troops  will  be  put  to  death  as  a 
violator  of  the  laws  of  civilized  warfare. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  DIVISION,  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Core  CreeJc,  Dover  Road,  April  28,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps: 

COLONEL  :  The  troops  of  this  command  were  all  in  position  last  night. 
On  account  of  the  limited  number  of  cars  it  took  several  trips  to  bring 
everything  up.  Colonel  Amory's  brigade  I  sent  to  the  railroad  cross 
ing  at  Core  Creek.  He  took  possession  of  the  bridge  and  sent  a  force 
immediately  across  the  creek  and  as  far  as  the  switch.  There  was 
nothing  there. 

I  marched  here  (about  12  miles)  from  Colonel  Jones'  camp,  arriving 
a  little  after  midnight.  I  brought  with  me  the  brigade  of  Colonel  Lee, 
the  section  of  artillery,  and  one  company  of  cavalry,  with  Colonel  Jones 
and  his  regiment.  Plank  was  brought  from  Colonel  Jones7  camp  to  re 
pair  the  bridge  here,  and  it  was  at  the  bridge  at  1  this  morning.  A 
force  was  sent  immediately  across  the  creek  here,  which  went  out  some 
distance  on  the  road,  but  found  nothing.  This  force  still  remains  across 


666  NOKTH  CAROLINA  AND  S.  E.  VIRGINIA.  [CHAP.  XXX. 

the  creek.    The  cars  were  running  to  the  creek  till  late  last  night,  and 
the  noise  of  the  whistles  was  constant  and  imposing. 

At  midnight  it  commenced  to  rain  very  heavily,  and  now  the  whole 
country  is  under  water.  The  men  are  patient  and  trying  to  keep  warm 
and  dry.  One  shower  succeeds  another  very  quickly,  and  we  are  wait 
ing  patiently  for  a  lull  in  the  storm.  I  communicate  with  Colonel 
Amory,  who  is  about  2  miles  from  here. 

It  is  my  impression  that  everything  has  retired  to  Kinston ;  that  is, 
every  force  of  any  size. 

With  the  best  care  that  could  be  taken  a  good  portion  of  the  men's 
rations  will  be  soaked,  and  to-morrow  we  will  have  to  get  a  supply. 
These  should  be  sent  to  Core  Creek  by  rail.  We  need  2,500  to  3,000 
rations  daily,  and  the  cavalry  horses  ha\>e  no  forage.  There  are  two 
companies  of  them  here. 

This  I  shall  send  by  Captain  Harris,  commissary  of  Colonel  Amory's 
brigade. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  K.  PALMER, 

Brigadier-  General. 
\ 

UNOFFICIAL. — P.  S. — A  ration  of  whisky  ought  to  be  sent  for  the  men 
if  provisions  are  to  be  sent. 

I.  K.  P. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  April  29, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 

GENERAL  :  On  the  21st  of  this  mouth,  by  the  exhibition  of  a  white 
flag  on  shore  by  a  person  in  citizen's  dress,  a  boat  from  the  Stepping 
Stones  was  lured  ashore,  fired  on  by  troops  in  atabush,  one  of  its  crew 
killed,  and  the  following-named  men  taken  prisoners,  viz:  James  Cole- 
man,  J.  McMclety,  F.  Hopkins,  and  J.  Eeed.  This  was  a  base  transac 
tion  and  the  men  should  be  surrendered  and  not  exchanged  as  prisoners 
of  war.  Lieutenant  Lamson  verbally  informed  me  that  in  a  recent  com 
munication  by  flag  of  truce  at  Suffolk  the  enemy  expressed  a  purpose 
to  return  these  three  men.  Please  have  this  done. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  near-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  29,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  H  ALLEGE, 

Oeneral-in- Chief : 

GENERAL  :  Major-General  Peck,  as  you  are  aware,  is  performing  very 
arduous  duties,  greater,  I  presume,  than  any  commander  of  an  army 
corps  who  has  not  a  separate  department. 

Would  it  be  practicable  to  create  an  army  corps  for  him  from  the 
troops  under  his  command  ?  I  could  designate  the  regiments  to  com 
pose  it  without  interfering  with  my  own  corps — the  Seventh.  He  is 
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greatly  in  need  of  the  additional  staff  which  such  an  organization  would 
give,  and  no  officer  deserves  more  for  his  vigilance,  discretion,  and  de 
votion  to  his  duties. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  April  29,  1863. 
Major-General  PECK: 

Captain  Baylor  has  sent  you  seven  guns  and  200  rounds  of  ammuni 
tion  for  each.  He  has  also  sent  four  mortars  and  1,000,000  cartridges 
for  small-arms.  His  men  are  very  much  overworked,  and  will  keep 
fast  to-morrow.*  The  other  five  guns  will  be  sent  the  next  day. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  29,  1863. 
Major-General  HOOKER, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

I  think  I  can  hold  Longstreet  here  for  some  time,  which  will  favor 
your  operations  very  materially.  When  he  retires  it  will  only  be  to  his 
two  railroads,  where  he  can  go  to  Lee  or  strike  at  me,  according  to  cir 
cumstances.  You  and  I  will  have  plenty  of  work.  He  is  bridging  the 
Black  water  for  railroad  purposes.  The  impression  is  strong  that  Hill 
will  leave  North  Carolina  and  join  Longstreet. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-General. 
(Copy  to  General  Halleck.) 

APRIL  29,  1863. 
Major-General  PECK  or  Dix2  Suffolk,  Va.: 

I  have  fully  commenced  my  operations  here.  The  result  may  be  to 
draw  from  your  front  and  afford  you  an  opportunity  to  push  or  hold 
them.' 

JOSEPH  HOOKEE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

APRIL  29,  1863. 
Major-General  HOOKER, 

Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

No  change  of  note  here.  Heavy  rain.  Governor  Seward  was  here 
to-day. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  April  29,  1863. 

General  J.  G.  FOSTER,  New  Berne,  N.  C.  : 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL  :  I  have  just  returned  from  Suffolk.  There  is  a 
constant  interchange  of  shots  from  rifle-pits  and  occasionally  from  bat 
teries.  The  enemy  has  about  40,000  men. 

*The  day  of  national  humiliation,  fasting,  and  prayer  enjoined  by  the  President's 
proclamation  of  March  30, 1863. 
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The  weak  points  at  Suffolk  are  the  Nanseinond,  running  to  the  rear 
7  miles,  with  an  average  width  of  less  than  100  yards,  and  a  range  of 
heights  which  overlook  a  portion  of  our  defenses. 

All  your  suggestions  have  been  anticipated,  and  it  will  require  a  large 
force  to  dislodge  us.  Our  line  is  a  long  one,  but  with  a  reserve  force 
in  position  to  be  moved  promptly  to  any  point  of  attack  I  feel  confident 
that  we  are  secure.  The  enemy  is  bringing  siege  guns  from  Petersburg 
and  is  constructing  forts.  He  has  three  batteries  on  the  Nansemond, 
and  is  constructing  caseinated  forts  there.  All  indicate  that  he  has 
come  to  stay.  I  visit  Suffolk  every  other  day.  I  have  entire  confidence 
in  General  Peck,  whose  prudence,  watchfulness,  and  good  judgment 
leave  nothing  to  be  desired. 

I  am  greatly  indebted  to  you  for  the  diversion  you  are  making,  and 
if  you  can  keep  General  Hill  where  he  is  you  will  render  us  a  great 
service. 

General  Hooker  has  moved  with  his  whole  army.  It  is  large,  well 
disciplined,  and  amply  provided  with  all  the  materiel  of  war ;  great  and 
confident  hopes  are  entertained  of  the  success  of  his  movement  on  Rich 
mond.  I  have  never  thought  it  the  right  way  to  that  capital,  but  join 
in  the  general  hope. 

We  have  a  cavalry  force  at  South  Mills  and  shall  keep  open  the  canal 
route  as  long  as  we  can.  It  would  be  well,  however,  to  exercise  some 
caution  in  using  it  and  arrange  so  as  to  secure  the  destruction  of  the 
dispatches  with  which  a  messenger  is  charged  if  he  should  chance  to 
be  intercepted. 

I  am,  dear  general,  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

Please  keep  me  advised  of  your  movements. 


HEADQUARTERS  BRIGADE, 
Washington,  N.  (7.,  April  29,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps  : 

COLONEL:  Major-General  Foster,  commanding  Eighteenth  Army 
Corps,  informed  me  that  Washington,  N.  C.,  had  been  made  a  military 
post,  and  that  my  brigade  had  been  ordered  there,  and  that  I  was  to 
command  the  post  while  General  Prince  was  to  command  the  District  of 
the  Pamlico,  and  that  Washington  would  be  included  in  that  district 
and  form  part  of  his  command.  I  also  received  very  full  verbal  instruc 
tions  from  General  Foster  in  regard  to  the  management  of  the  post,  as 
well  as  to  what  he  desired  should  be  done  to  strengthen  its  defenses.  I 
accordingly  (after  reporting  on  my  arrival  here  to  General  Wessells,  who 
was  in  command  at  that  time)  fully  complied  with  all  of  General  Foster's 
verbal  instructions  so  far  as  they  applied  to  the  south  side  of  the  river 
by  disposing  of  part  of  the  troops  at  HilPs  Point  and  Rodman's  farm, 
at  the  cross-roads,  lied  Hill,  &c.,  in  exact  conformity  with  the  general's 
instructions;  but  after  General  Prince's  arrival  I  discovered  that  his 
views  did  not  correspond  with  those  of  General  Foster.  He  informed 
me  that  he  had  received  no  written  orders  defining  his  duties  or  mine; 
but  he  issued  the  annexed  (General  Orders,  No.  2)  from  his  headquar 
ters  on  the  afternoon  of  April  28,  1863,  and  on  April  29,  18G3,  at  0.45 
o'clock  p.  m.,  I  was  served  with  General  Orders,  No.  3,  from  the  head 
quarters  of  General  Prince-,  a  copy  of  which  is  also  hereto  attached. 
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If  I  have  misunderstood  General  Foster,  I  deeply  regret  it;  but  it  is 
utterly  impossible  that  I  could  do  so,  as  the  conversation  was  too  defi 
nite  and  explicit.  I  write  now  for  the  purpose  ofasMng  that  my  duties  as 
commander  of  the  post  may  l)e  defined  by  an  order.  My  desire  is  to  serve 
my  country  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  but  I  can  be  of  no  benefit  to  the 
service  in  my  present  position  unless  I  either  have  some  instructions  to 
guide  me  or  I  am  allowed  to  proceed  according  to  my  own  judgment. 

By  General  Orders,  No.  2  (hereto  annexed),  the  defenses  of  the  post 
were  placed  under  my  command.  This  morning  I  commenced  throwing 
up  an  earthwork  at  a  point  to  the  right  of  Block-house  No.  3,  where 
General  Potter  indicated  that  General  Foster  desired  it  should  be  done; 
but,  as  the  order  of  General  Prince  defining  my  duties  and  placing  the 
defenses  of  the  post  under  my  command  has  been  rescinded,  I  do  not 
feel  at  liberty  to  proceed  with  this  or  any  of  the  other  works  necessary 
for  the  defense  of  the  place  until  I  shall  receive  an  explicit  order  to  do 
so,  as  Orders  No.  2  placed  me  not  only  in  command  of  the  defenses  of 
the  post  but  also  of  the  troops  stationed  here.  That  being  now  rescinded 
it  leaves  me  without  any  command. 

I  did  feel  a  desire  to  aid  in  driving  back  the  enemy  that  now  seems 
to  be  hovering  around  this  place.  In  fact  I  was  in  hopes  that  I  would 
be  able  to  make  it  too  warm  for  them  to  have  even  a  picket  within  20 
miles  of  Washington,  much  less  to  be  allowed  to  remain  in  force  within 
C  or  7  miles  of  this  place. 

A  Mrs.  Lucinda  Willard,  from  the  neighborhood  of  Beaver  Dam,  and 
who  says  that  General  Potter  knows  her  very  well,  came  to  our  lines 
to-day  on  the  Plymouth  road  and  informed  me  that  the  enemy  was  en 
camped  in  large  force  at  Tranter's  Creek,  and  that  they  intended  mak 
ing  another  attack  upon  the  place,  both  by  land  and  with  a  floating 
battery  which  they  are  to  bring  down  the  river,  and  that  their  object 
this  time  is  to  burn  the  town.  She  says  that  the  rebel  soldiers  have 
been  writing  this  to  their  families  in  her  vicinity  for  the  past  three  or 
four  days.  •  I  make  the  statement  for  what  it  is  worth.  If  General  Pot 
ter  knows  her  he  can  tell  whether  any  reliance  should  be  put  in  what  she 
says.  Her  statement  in  regard  to  the  troops  and  their  location  is  con 
firmed  from  other  sources.  However,  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  have  a 
strong  work  erected  on  the  extreme  left  of  our  lines^  as  in  case  they 
should  take  it  in  their  heads  to  approach  the  place  by  the  river  and  at 
a  time  when  the  gunboats  might  be  engaged  below  the  bridge  they  could 
give  us  some  trouble  unless  we  have  everything  ready  for  their  recep 
tion. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  SPINOLA, 

Brigadier- General  Volunteers. 

[Inclosures.] 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  THE  P  AMLICO, 
•No.  2.  f  Washington,  N.  0.,  April  28, 1863. 

I.  The  military  post  of  Washington  consists  of  the  immediate  defenses 
of  that  place.    The  town  and  citizens  are  not  included  in  the  military 
post.    The  command  of  those  defenses  and  of  the  troops  will  devolve 
upon  Brigadier- General  Spinola.    The  town  is  in  charge  of  the  provost- 
marshal,  whose  authority  emanates  from  headquarters  of  the  district. 

II.  No  interference  with  private  property  excepting  by  or  through 
the  provost-marshal  will  be  sanctioned. 
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III.  The  slashings  and  abatis  about  the  defenses  of  works  in  this 
district  will  be  carefully  protected  by  the  troops  and  preserved ;  no  in 
terference  with  them  will  be  permitted. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Prince : 

S.  W.  WALDEON,  JK., 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  THE  PAMLICO, 
No.  3.  J  Washington,  N.  C.,  April  29,  1863. 

Paragraph  I  of  General  Orders,  No.  2,  Headquarters  District  of  the 
Pamlico,  Washington,  N.  C.,  April  28,  1863,  is  hereby  rescinded. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Prince,  commanding  district : 

S.  W.  WALDEON,  JR., 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  THE  PAMLICO, 

Washington,  JV.  C.,  April  29,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps: 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  interesting  facts, 
showing  how  by  timely  orders  to  a  grand  guard  I  probably  saved  it 
from  capture: 

On  visiting  the  pickets  over  the  river  day  before  yesterday,  the  day 
on  which  I  took  command  here.  I  found  a  grand  guard  (1  captain,  2  lieu 
tenants,  and  70  enlisted  men  of  infantry,  and  2  cavalry  soldiers)  sta 
tioned  at  the  cross-roads.  Considering  them  so  much  out  of  place  as  to 
be  a  mere  invitation  to  the  enemy  to  come  and  take  them.  I  ordered  all 
the  vedettes  to  be  called  in  at  once,  so  that  no  time  should  be  lost,  and 
that  the  force  should  retire  with  all  dispatch  to  inside  of  Eed  Hill,  de 
fining  the  position  to  be  occupied.  This  was  at  11  o'clock  a.  m. 

I  have  to-day  the  most  perfectly  reliable  intelligence  that  at  12  m. 
day  before  yesterday,  Daniel's  brigade  (five  counted  regiments  and 
some  cavalry)  arrived  near  the  chapel  which  is  1  mile  from  the  cross 
roads  toward  Greenville.  They  halted  half  a  mile  before  reaching  the 
chapel  and  "  made  ready  for  a  fight  and  sent  forward  the  cavalry  to 
the  cross-roads."  But  the  informant  does  not  know  why  the  cavalry 
soon  returned,  when  the  brigade  immediately  marched  back  on  the 
Greenville  road  and  made  their  headquarters  at  Taftfs  Store,  15  miles 
from  here. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENEY  PEINOB, 
Brigadier- General  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

N.  B. — A  reliable  man  on  the  Greenville  road  this  evening  sent  me 
this  message :  "  They  are  all  gone  from  Taft's  Cross-Eoads,  but  I  do  not 
know  which  way."  Probably  Taftfs  Store  and  Cross-Eoads  refer  to  same 
place,  and  that  Daniel  has  gone  to  Virginia. 

On  the  26th  the  Fifty -ninth  North  Carolina,  a  cavalry  regiment  in  good 
condition  employed  on  the  north  side  throughout  the  siege,  was  relieved 
at  its  camp,  10  miles  this  side  of  Greenville,  by  the  brokerf-dowii  regi 
ment  of  Claibome.  The  former  "  went  off  for  Suffolk."  This  informant 
is  Private  Ferris,  a  deserter  from  the  Fifty-ninth. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS,  \         HDQRS.  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  68.  j  New  Berne,  April  29,  1863. 

The  general  commanding  desires  to  express  to  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  Third  New  York  Volunteer  Cavalry  his  appreciation  of  their  gal 
lant  conduct  and  efficiency  in  the  various  actions  and  skirmishes  in 
which  they  have  been  engaged  with  the  enemy  during  their  year's  service 
in  the  Department  of  North  Carolina. 

The  regiment  will  inscribe  upon  its  standard  and  the  several  com 
panies  upon  their  guidons  the  names  of  battles  and  skirmishes  as  pre 
viously  directed  in  orders. 

The  battle-flag  of  the  Seventh  Confederate  (Claiborne)  Cavalry,  which 
was  captured  from  the  enemy  in  the  gallant  charge  by  a  detachment  of 
Companies  A  and  E  against  superior  numbers  near  Little  Washington 
on  the  18th  day  of  April  instant,  is  presented  to  the  regiment  as  a 
distinguished  mark  of  the  favor  and  appreciation  in  which  the  gallant 
services  of  this  command  are  held. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Foster : 

[SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN.] 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA., 

April  30,  1863—3.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief  : 

The  Ninth  Eeginient  New  York  Volunteers  is,  I  find,  determined  to 
leave  on  Sunday.  It  is  one  of  the  best  regiments  I  have  and  I  cannot 
afford  to  lose  it  at  this  moment.  Can  you  give  me  another  regiment  in 
place  of  it  ?  If  not,  can  I  have  the  company  of  heavy  artillery  at  Fort 
McHenry  belonging  to  Colonel  Roberts'  regiment  here?  I  am  told 
General  Morris  did  not  need  it  and  thought  of  mounting  it.  With  this 
and  the  two  companies  you  have  ordered  from  Fort  Delaware  I  will  try 
to  manage,  if  you  cannot  give  me  another  regiment. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 

SUFFOLK,  April  30, 1863. 
Major-General  DIX: 

What  does  General  Halleck  say  about  the  corps'?  One  is  due  for  my 
services,  which  have  long  been  more  arduous  and  responsible  than  most 
corps  commanders. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  April  30, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOSEPH  HOOKER, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

We  are  invested  at  Suffolk  by  a  superior  force,  but  are  getting  stronger 
every  day.  I  returned  from  there  last  evening.  If  the  enemy  attacks 
he  will  fare  badly.  A  successful  movement  on  your  part,  for  which  we 
are  all  most  anxious,  will  be  of  great  service  to  us  by  preventing  Long- 
street  from  being  further  re-enforced  and  may  compel  him  to  with 
draw. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 
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APRIL  30, 1863—12.30  noon. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe: 

The  enemy  lias  need  of  every  man  here.    He  has  his  hands  full.  Eely 
on  this.    I  can  say  no  more. 

JOSEPH  HOOKEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
(Copy  to  General  Peck.) 


SUFFOLK,  April  30, 1863. 
Major-Geueral  HOOKER, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

The  enemy  opened  upon  the  Commodore  Barney  this  afternoon  with 
one  Whitworth,  one  30-pouuder,  and  one  35-pouuder  Parrott.  The 
Barney  and  Captain  Morris'  battery,  in  Fort  Stevens,  silenced  the  bat 
tery  very  handsomely.  Heavy  rain  for  two  days  and  much  mud. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.;  April  30,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix, 

Department  of  Virginia  : 

The  enemy  opened  early  this  morning  from  near  Le  Cornpte's  house 
with  one  Whitworth  gun,  one  30  and  one  35  pounder  Parrott.  This 
afternoon  they  opened  on  the  Commodore  Barney,  and  the  battery  was 
silenced  by  the  Barney  and  Captain  Morris'  battery,  in  Fort  Stevens. 
We  hold  Hill's  Point  again. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 

FORT  MONROE,  April  30, 1863. 
Major-General  PECK: 

I  have  asked  a  corps  for  you  and  will  advise  you  the  moment  I  hear. 

JOHN  A.  DIX. 


SUFFOLK,  YA.,  April  30, 1863. 
General  Dix: 

Our  gunboats  ought  not  to  leave  Elizabeth  City,  as  they  can  com 
mand  the  lowest  approach  from  Carolina  by  Camden.  That  route  turns 
South  Mills. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


FORT  MONROE,  YA., 

April  30,  1863—6  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  EIPLEY  : 

General  Dix  requests  that  six  30-pounder  Parrott  guns,  implements, 
and  equipments  be  sent  to  him  as  soon  as  possible.  The  enemy  are 
bringing  up  heavy  guns  against  the  works  at  Suffolk,  and  these  guns, 
with  some  100-pounders  that  I  will  get  from  the  forts  here,  are  deemed 
necessary  to  meet  them. 

T.  G.  BAYLOE, 
First  Lieutenant  of  Ordnance. 
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SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  30,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Have  had  a  party  at  Lake  Drummoud  to-day.  They  went  up  the 
Jericho  Canal  and  then  moved  up  the  Washington  until  they  met  the 
rebel  pickets.  Everything  is  looking  well. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

FORT  MONROE,  April  30, 1863. 
Major-General  KEYES, 

Commanding,  Yorktoivn  : 

Has  my  letter  gone  to  General  Wise  ?  Do  you  think  it  would  be  ad 
visable  for  us  to  let  the  Confederates  take  charge  of  the  insane  asylum  ? 
They  would  be  sending  in  and  going  out  for  supplies  and  it  seems  to 
me  it  would  be  a  means  of  communication  with  the  rebels.  Douglass 
can  come  back  as  steward,  if  you  think  proper,  under  our  superintend 
ence. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  CORPS, 

Yorlttown,  April  30,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia,  Fort  Monroe  : 
Your  letter  to  Governor  Wise  was  sent  from  Williamsburg  yesterday 
at  5  p.  m. 

Our  picket  line  now  embraces  that  town.  The  case  of  the  insane 
asylum  is  a  difficult  matter  in  our  hands  or  with  the  Confederates.  If 
they  have  it,  it  would  afford  a  standing  pretext  for  visits  from  their 
emissaries,  which  evil  must  be  balanced  by  our  troubles  with  the  institu 
tion.  I  would  like  to  have  you  decide  the  question.  Douglass  I  regard 
as  a  pretty  bad  rebel. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major-  General. 

UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  April  30,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Comdg.  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. : 
GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  the  25th  is  received.  Whilst  I  have,  by 
assuming  authority,  promptly  complied  with  your  requisitions  for  ma 
teriel  of  war  for  quartermasters'  vessels,  the  reference  of  all  your  requi 
sitions,  especially  those  for  general  outfits  for  such  vessels,  to  the  De 
partment  was  strictly  obligatory  upon  me.  Among  these  articles  which, 
had  I  approved  your  requisition,  I  would  have  been  obliged  to  have 
had  purchased  in  Baltimore  for  you  were  sixty  hammocks,  which  now 
cost  $5.75  each.  The  officer  who  brought  your  requisitions  in  answer 
to  iny  questions  why  the  quartermaster  did  not  make  these  purchavses 
replied  because  they  would  not  be  allowed  in  his  accounts.  Could  I 
properly  do  for  that  Department  what  it  could  not  properly  do  for  itself? 
The  necessities  of  the  war  have  obliged  the  Navy  to  use  Fortress  Mon 
roe  as  a  temporary  depot.  This  has  afforded  the  Army  the  opportunity 
43  R  R — VOL  xvin 
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to  extend  to  the  Navy  very  considerable  facilities,  and  this  has  always 
been  kindly  done  and  gratefully  received.  There  is  a  difference,  how 
ever,  between  lending  a  spare  tug  or  wagon  already  provided  for  the 
use  of  the  Army  and  buying  such  a  tug  to  be  given  to  the  Navy  with 
out  proper  authority  to  'do  so.  In  vindication  of  your  policy  of  provid 
ing  an  army-navy  for  the  defense  of  the  Upper  Nansemond  you  speak 
of  your  gunboat,  Smith  Briggs,  as  being  one  of  your  u  chief  supports  at 
Suffolk  in  consequence  of  our  gunboats  being  withdrawn  ;w  and  in  your 
letter  to  me  of  the  22d  you  say:  "My  two  armed  steamers  are  to  remain 
there.  Yours  are  to  be  exposed  to  no  more  danger  than  mine,"  and 
you  encourage  me  by  a  reference  to  the  safe  running  by  the  Vicksburg 
batteries  of  our  iron-dads  under  cover  of  night  with  high  water  and  a 
swift  current. 

As  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  gunboats,  Lieutenant  Lamson  was  obliged 
to  drop  down  below  the  bar,  that  is  to  say,  from  the  Upper  to  the  Lower 
Nansemond,  on  account  of  the  abandonment,  against  the  earnest  re 
monstrance  of  Lieutenants  Gushing  and  Lamson,  of  the  captured  rebel 
battery  by  our  troops  after  it  had  been  held  by  the  cross-fire  of  the 
gunboats,  whilst  the  troops  so  strengthened  it  in  the  rear  with  rifle-pits, 
intrenchments,  embrasures,  and  artillery  as  to  make  it  almost  impreg 
nable,  and  which,  while  occupied  by  the  enemy,  had  harassed  the  gun 
boats  considerably  and  cut  off  their  communications  by  commanding 
the  bar,  over  which  but  one  of  them  could  pass  at  or  near  low  water. 

Had  this  battery  been  held  it,  with  our  battery  nearly  opposite,  would 
have  afforded  the  gunboats  a  cover  above  the  bar,  whence  they  might 
at  any  time  of  tide  have  moved  up  in  front  of  our  earthworks,  which 
Lieutenant  Lamson  informs  me  now  line  the  right  bank  of  Nansemond 
Creek.  Your  gunboat  West  End  dropped  below  the  bar  when  our  gun 
boats  did  so,  but  Lieutenant  Lamson  informed  me  it  refused  to  stop  to 
ferry  back  your  troops. 

As  to  your  other  gunboat,  the  Smith  Briggs,  I  am  informed  she  never 
engaged  the  batteries,  but  has  laid  at  Suffolk  expending  navy  ammu 
nition,  which  has  been  freely  supplied  to  her,  in  shelling  the  woods. 
I  cannot  see  how  she  or  any  other  gunboat  could  have  proved  a  a  host 
at  Suffolk.'7  It  would  seem,  better  to  have  the  guns  mounted  in  bat 
teries  ashore  than  on  gunboats  floating  in  the  ditch  before  the  battery  or 
fort.  The  West  Branch  Battery  not  having  been  reoccupied  by  the 
enemy,  it  was  picketed  by  you  or  us.  Some  of  the  navy  gunboats  were 
to  go  above  the  ba'r  yesterday.  I  suppose  when  the  boats  get  above 
the  battery  the  enemy,  if  in  force,  will  reoccupy  it. 

I  hope  you  will  see  in  this  only  a  purpose  to  put  myself  and  my  com 
mand  right  on  the  record.  I  close  with  the  earnest  assurance  that  I 
will  always  be,  as  I  always  have  been,  happy  to  co-operate  with  you, 
and  that  whatever  means  are  at  my  command  shall  be  at  your  service 
within  the  extent  of  my  authority. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Elizabeth  City,  April  — ,  1863. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General  HOFFMAN  : 

SIR  :  I  make  the  following  report  of  the  forces  under  my  command  at 
this  post  to  this  date : 

I  was  sent  here  by  General  Palmer  February  28.  I  have  one  company 
of  Eighth  Massachusetts,  80  men;  one  of  the  Third  Massachusetts,  75 
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men  5  one  North  Carolina  company  of  about  20  men  ;  two  armed  schoon 
ers,  with  26  men  each,  and  about  100  negroes  as  laborers. 

March  12  I  sent  a  party  of  soldiers  from  the  North  Carolina  company 
into  the  woods  for  wood  with  12  negroes.  After  being  there  a  short  time 
they  were  attacked  by  about  40  guerrillas  and  1  negro  killed  and  2 
wounded  and  3  of  the  soldiers  taken  and  carried  away  prisoners.  Soon 
as  the  alarm  was  given  I  sent  a  company  in  pursuit,  but  they  having 
taken  up  the  bridge  were  not  overtaken  by  our  forces. 

I  have  kept  the  negroes  employed  lately  in  throwing  up  an  intrench  - 
inent  and  have  it  nearly  finished.  I  shall  then  send  those  that  are  not 
needed  here  to  New  Berne. 

Nothing  more  occurred  until  the  6th  of  April.  Captain  Sanders,  of 
the  North  Carolina  company,  with  a  detail  of  7  soldiers  and  10  negroes, 
was  sent  down  the  river  in  a  schooner  after  wood ;  the  wind  blowing, 
they  were  not  able  to  laud  that  day ;  he  returned  home  and  left  the  men 
on  board ;  in  the  evening  they  went  on  shore  to  see  their  families,  and 
were  all  taken  and  carried  away  to  Eichmond  prisoners,  leaving  that 
company  now  with  only  14  men  for  duty.  Had  we  a  company  of  cavalry 
here  I  think  we  might  rid  this  section  of  the  country  from  the  guerrillas. 
As  it  is  now,  unless  we  go  out  in  a  large  force,  we  are  liable  to  be  picked 
off.  We  have  now  six  horses  and  one  yoke  of  oxen,  enough  to  do  our 
teaming.  Previous  to  your  last  instructions,  under  General  Palmer's 
order  I  had  returned  to  the  persons  taken  from  10  horses  and  13  mules, 
and  have  given  receipts  for  the  rest. 

We  have  received  no  rations  since  I  arrived  here,  although  I  have  sent 
two  requisitions,  and  I  have  been  obliged  to  forage  upon  the  citizens,  and 
if  the  Government  is  to  pay  for  them  it  will  be  much  more  expensive 
than  if  sent  from  New  Berne,  as  provisions  are  scarce  and  high. 

The  negroes  are  very  much  in  need  of  clothing,  not  having  received 
any  pay  or  clothing  from  the  Government  and  have  been  employed 
seven  months. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

J.  W.  WALLIS, 
Major ,  Commanding  Post,  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C. 


Abstract  from  Tri-monthly  Return  of  tlie  Department  of  Virginia  (Seventh  Army  Corps), 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix  commanding,  for  April  30, 1863  (headquarters  Fort  Monroe,  Fa.). 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

_« 

R 

-2 
1 

<f 

Aggregate  present  and 
absent. 

Aggregate  last  return. 

Pieces  of  field  artillery. 

Present  for  duty  equipped. 

Infantry. 

Cavalry. 

Artillery. 

O 

1 

Officers. 

q 
o 

Officers. 

1 

I 

O 

a 

S 

Headquarters  of  Department, 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix. 
Fort  Monroe,  Col.  S.  M.  Alford. 
Camp  Hamilton,   Maj.  J.  A. 
Darling. 
Norfolk,  Brig.  Gen.  E.  L.Vielo.  . 
Suffolk,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Peck  .  . 
Yorktown,  Maj.  Gen.  E.   D. 
Keyes. 

Grand  total 

17 

15 
19 

120 
1,153 
287 

416 
574 

2,228 
22,  822 
5,054 

17 

593 
680 

2,556 
26,  731 
6,012 

18 

852 
702 

2,698 
32,  038 
6,717 

18 

857 
501 

2,728 
20,  879 
6,739 

1 

15 

416 

3 

2 
63 
42 

77 

54 
1,453 
1,032 

19 

43 
13 

542 

136 
1,  422 
386 

6 

252 
30 

99 
1,038 
230 

2,092 
19,  980 
3,706 

1,611 

31,  094 

36,  589 

43,  025  31,  722 

288 

1,382 

26,  194 

110 

2,616 

78 

2,486 

NOTE.— The  Monthly  Keturn  for  April  gives  the  "  Aggregate  present "  as  39,095. 
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Organization  of  troops  in  the  Department  of  Virginia,  Major-General  Dix 
commanding,  April  30,  1863. 

SUFFOLK. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  J.  PECK. 

FIRST  DIVISION,  SEVENTH  ARMY   CORPS. 

Brig.  Gen.  MICHAEL  CORCORAN. 


Terry's  Brigade.* 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  D.  TERRY. 

99th  New  York  [N.  G.  A.]. 
l:JOth  New  York. 

New  York  (Battalion)  Sharpshooters. 
107th  Pennsylvania. 

llth  Rhode  Island. 


Foster's  Brigade. 
C«l.  R.  S.  FOSTER. 


6th  Massachusetts. 
13th  Indiana. 
112th  New  York. 
169th  New  York. 
165th  Pennsylvania. 
166th  Pennsylvania. 


Murphy's  Brigade. 

Col.  MATHEW  MURPHY. 

10th  New  Jersey. 

69th  New  York. 
155th  New  York. 
164th  New  York. 
170th  New  York. 

GETTY'S  DIVISION. 
Brig.  Gen.  GEORGE.  W.  GETTY. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  R.  C.  HAWKINS. 

10th  New  Hampshire. 
9th  New  York. 

89th  New  York. 
103d  New  York. 
117th  New  York. 

Second  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  EDWARD  HARLAND. 

8th  Connecticut, 
llth  Connecticut. 
15th  Connecticut. 
16th  Connecticut. 


Third  Brigade. 
Col.  A.  H.  DUTTON. 


21st  Connecticut. 
13th  New  Hampshire. 
25th  New  Jersey. 
4th  Rhode  Island. 


Artillery. 

1st  Pennsylvania,  Battery  A. 
5th  U.  S.,  Battery  A. 


GURNEY'S  DIVISION. 
Col.  WILLIAM  GURNEY. 


Porter's  Brigade. 
Col.  B.  PORTER. 


40th  Massachusetts. 
22d  Connecticut. 
141st  New  York. 


Hughston's  Brigade. 
Col.  ROBERT  S.  HUGHSTON. 


127th  New  York. 
142d  New  York. 
143d  New  York. 
144th  New  York. 


*On  the  Monthly  Return  the  Twenty-sixth  Michigan  and  the  One  hundred  and  fifty- 
second  New  York  appear  in  this  brigade  instead  of  the  Ninety-ninth  New  York  and 
New  York  Battalion. 
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RESERVE  BRIGADE. 

Col.  D.  W.  WARDROP. 

99th  New  York.* 
118th  New  York. 

9th  Vermont. 
19th  Wisconsin. 

UNATTACHED. 

1st  New  York  Mounted  Rifles, 
llth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 
1st  Delaware  Battery. 
7th  Massachusetts  Battery. 
3d  Pennsylvania  Artillery. 
16th  New  York  Battery. 
19th  New  York  Battery. 
4th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  D. 
4th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  L. 
2d  Wisconsin  Battery. 
4th  Wisconsin  Battery. 

YORKTOWN. 
Maj.  Gen.  ERASMUS  D.  KEYES. 


King's  Brigade. 


4th  Delaware. 
168th  New  York. 
169th  Pennsylvania. 
179th  Pennsylvania. 


Advance  Brigade. 
Col.  R.  M.  WEST 

139th  New  York. 
172d    Pennsylvania. 
178th  Pennsylvania. 

5th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 
Artillery  detachment. 


Unattached. 

2d    Massachusetts  Cavalry,  First  Battalion. 
6th  New  York  Cavalry,  Third  Battalion. 
1st  New  York  Artillery,  Batteries  H  and  F. 
8th  New  York  Battery. 

1st  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  Batteries  E  and  H. 
5th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  M. 

NORFOLK. 
Brig.  Gen.  EGBERT  L.  VIELE. 

148th  New  York. 
173d    Pennsylvania. 
177th  Pennsylvania. 

llth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  (one  company). 
7th  New  York  Battery. 

FORT  MONROE.  \ 

Col.  S.  M.  ALFORD. 
3d  New  York. 

CAMP  HAMILTON. 
Maj.  JOHN  A.  DARLING. 

3d    Pennsylvania  Artillery  (five  companies), 
llth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  (one  company). 


•"Appears  also  in  Terry's  brigade,  First  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps. 
+  Department  Headquarters. 
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Abstract  from  Tri-monthly  Eeturn  of  the  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster 
commanding,  for  April  30,  1863  (headquarters  New  Berne,  N.  C.). 


Command. 

Present   for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  abstnt. 

Aggregate  last  re 
turn. 

Officers. 

0 

a 

Eighteenth  Army  Corps  Major-General  Foster 

20 

20 
3,765 
2,  382 
695 
?.,  28fi 
4,881 
816 
463 
477 

7,  170 
6,  503 
f»,  609 
5,  568 
6,148 
2,077 
874 
544 

21 
7,216 
6,  514 
5,  609 
5.824 
6,192 
2,091 
905 
544 

First  Division   liri^adier-Geueral  Palmer  

146 
103 
25 
192 
200 
33 
25 
10 

2,923 
1,861 
544 
2,604 
3,967 
609 
347 
391 

Third  Division   Brigadier-General  Ferry     

Fit'rh  Division   Brigadier-General  Prince 

Artillery  lirigade,  .Brigadier-General  Ledlie  

Cavalry  Col  S  H.  Mix 

First  North  Carolina  (Union)  Volunteers.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
McChesney. 

Grand  total 

754 

13,  246 

16,  -J85 

34,  514 

34,916 

Organisation  of  the  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  Department  of  North  Caro 
lina,  May.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  April  30, 1803. 


FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  INNIS  N.  PALMER. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  T.  J.  C.  AMORY. 


17th  Massachusetts. 
43d  Massachusetts. 
45th  Massachusetts. 
51st  Massachusetts. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  H.  C.  LEE. 


5th  Massachusetts. 
25th  Massachusetts. 
27th  Massachusetts. 
46th  Massachusetts. 


SECOND  DIVISION. 
Brig.  Geu.  HENRY  M.  NAGLEE. 


First  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  CHARLES  A.  HECKMAN. 

23d    Massachusetts. 
9th  New  Jersey. 
81st  New  York. 
98th  New  York. 


Stcond  Brigade.* 
Col.  W.  \V.  II.  DAVIS. 

llth  Maine. 
100th  New  York. 

52 d  Pennsylvania. 
104th  Pennsylvania. 
Independent  New  York  BattalioL 


THIRD  DIVISION.* 

Brig.  Gen.  O.  S.  FERRY. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  J.  B.  HOWELL. 


56th  New  York. 
58th  Pennsylvania. 
85th  Pennsylvania. 
174th  Pennsylvania. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  FRANCIS  A.  OSBORN. 


i     39th  Illinois. 

62d  Ohio. 
I  67th  Ohio. 
j  -176th  Pennsylvania. 


*  Detached,  in  Department  of  the  South,  with  the  exception  of  the  Fifty-eighth 
Pennsylvania. 
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First  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  LEWIS  C.  HUNT. 


85th  New  York. 

92d   New  York. 

96th  New  York. 
101st  Pennsylvania. 
103d  Pennsylvania. 


Second  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  THOMAS  G.  STEVENSON. 

10th  Connecticut." 
24th  Massachusetts.  * 
44th  Massachusetts. 
5th  Rhode  Island. 


FIFTH  DIVISION. 
Brig.  Gen.  HENRY  PRINCE. 


First  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  F.  B.  SPINOLA. 


158th  Pennsylvania. 
168th  Pennsylvania. 
171st  Pennsylvania. 
175th  Pennsylvania. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  JAMES  JOURDAN. 


3d   Massachusetts. 

8th  Massachusetts. 
132d   New  York. 
158th  New  York. 


ARTILLERY. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  LEDLIE. 

3d  New  York  (twelve  companies). 
23d  New  York  Battery. 
24th  New  York  Battery. 

1st  Rhode  Island,  Battery  F. 

1st  U.  S.,  Battery  C. 

UNATTACHED. 

3d  New  York  Cavalry,  Col.  S.  H.  Mix. 
1st  North  Carolina  (Union). 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  May  1,  1863 — 1  p.  m. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

We  find  it  impossible  to  send  you  another  regiment  now.  Every 
available  man  is  employed.  I  think  the  siege  of  Suffolk  will  very  soon 
be  raised. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


MAY  1,  1863—7.30  p.  in. 
Major-General  PECK,  Suffolk,  Va.  : 

Hood's  and  Pickett's  divisions,  of  Longstreet's  corps,  are  in  our  front ; 
so  reported  by  deserters  and  prisoners  captured  to-day.  This  will  leave 
nothing  of  Lougstreet's  command  in  your  front  but  Ransom,  if  he  is 
there. 

DANL.  BUTTEBFIELD, 
Major-  General,  Chief  of  Staff. 

*  The  larger  portion  of  regiment  detached  in  the  Department  of  the  South. 
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SUFFOLK,  YA.,  May  1, 1863. 
General  D.  BUTTERFIELD,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

There  may  be  portions  of  Longstreet's  troops  with  your  opponents. 
If  so,  they  are  the  first  installments.  Deserters  and  contrabands  who 
came  in  yesterday  from  Hood's  and  Pickett's  divisions  agree  in  all 
points  with  others  that  have  fallen  into  our  hands.  The  pickets  of 
Corse,  Garnett,  and  Law  are  on  all  the  roads  now.  There  have  been 
heavy  rains  here  for  a  few  days.  Longstreet  had  two  railroads  in  about 
16  miles  of  his  line. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

(Sent  by  General  Btitterfield  to  General  Hooker  11.45  p.  m.) 


FORT  MONROE,  May  1, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  J.  PECK: 

Among  the  many  marvels  of  this  war  are  the  impossibility  on  our 
part  of  getting  information  as  to  the  enemy  and  the  facility  with  which 
he  ascertains  everything  as  to  us.  I  allude  especially  to  General  But- 
terfield'$  dispatch  to  you  stating  that  Hood's  and  Pickett's  divisions 
are  in  front  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  May  1,  1863." 
General  DIX: 

There  may  be  some  regiments  of  Longstreet's  on  their  way.  Prob 
ably  they  are  the  first  installments.  His  line  was  only  about  15  or  16 
miles  from  his  two  railways.  If  so,  it  shows  that  the  rebels  knew  of 
Hooker's  moves  before  we  did.  Deserters  and  contrabands  came  in 
yesterday,  giving  the  same  reports  as  heretofore,  and  appear  entitled 
to  full  credit.  If  Lee  has  called  for  him  his  necessities  must  be  pressing. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 

SUFFOLK,  May  1, 1863. 
Major-General  DIX: 

Have  just  examined  one  of  the  deserters  of  Garnett's  brigade,  re 
cently  from  North  Carolina.  He  says  about  what  all  have  said  from 
the  outset  as  to  the  force  and  design.  His  captain  said  Longstreet 
would  try  to  take  Suffolk,  and  that  he  had  telegraphed  for  re-enforce 
ments. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

OffNeivport  News,  Va.,  May  1,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina  : 

GENERAL  :  I  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  at  the  hands  of 
Captain  Gouraud  of  your  communication  of  April  25. 
The  proposition  regarding  Smith's  Island  has  been  submitted  to  the 
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Navy  Department,  which  has  expressed  its  approval,  providing  the 
necessary  co-operating  force  is  furnished  from  the  army.  The  Depart 
ment  informs  me  that  it  has  unofficial  information  that  Major-General 
Halleck  promises  to  suggest  to  you  to  assist  in  any  way  you  can,  with 
the  force  under  your  command,  in  carrying  out  this  object.  I  have 
ventured  to  send  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  the  Navy  Department,  with 
the  expression  of  my  hope  that  the  War  Department  would  find  it  ex 
pedient  to  furnish  you  with  means  sufficient  to  undertake  and  success 
fully  accomplish  so  desirable  a  work.  I  hope  that  you  will  soon  be 
supplied  with  the  necessary  means  to  enable  you  to  communicate  to  me 
your  readiness  to  put  the  project  into  execution.  I  will  be  prompt  as 
far  as  my  means  will  allow  to  render  all  proper  naval  assistance. 

With  many  thanks  for  the  cordial  manner  in  which  you  have  met  the 
proposition,  and  with  many  hopes  for  your  success  in  the  movement  on 
Kinston,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LIKE, 
Actg.  Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Neivport  News,  Va.,  May  1,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Department  of  Nortli  Carolina : 

GENERAL  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  on  the  27th  ultimo  your  in 
teresting  and  instructive  communication  of  the  22d  ultimo,  giving  your 
views  respecting  the  occupation  of  posts  within  the  limits  of  your  com 
mand. 

It  was  only  in  connection  with  the  occupation  of  such  posts  by  the 
Navy,  as  a  part  of  their  defense,  that  the  subject  claimed  my  official  at 
tention. 

I  meant  in  my  communication  of  the  17th  to  refer  only  to  positions 
in  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina,  and  not  to  Fort  Macon  and  Beau 
fort  Harbor,  the  defense  of  which,  and  of  Hatteras  Inlet,  is  of  obvious 
necessity. 

As  to  Koanoke  Island,  I  suppose  it  best  that  the  abandoned  rebel 
works  there  should  be  razed  and  the  obstructions  in  Croatan  Sound 
removed.  Then  such  observation  or  police  as  would  prevent  any  at 
tempts  at  reconstruction  might  answer ;  but  even  if  reoccupied  by  the 
enemy  we  could,  if  there  were  not  too  many  other  places  to  guard,  con 
centrate  and  dislodge  them.  But  this  position  does  not  receive  naval 
occupation  at  present,  and  therefore  is  only  referred  to  in  view  of  future 
demands.  Your  views  in  respect  to  New  Berne,  Washington,  and  Ply 
mouth  possess  great  force.  They  would  require  considerable  military 
defenses,  however,  to  accomplish  all  you  have  in  view.  They  are  sickly 
places ;  Plymouth  especially. 

The  enemy  can  build  gunboats  on  the  Tar  above  Washington,  and 
on  the  Eoanoke  above  Plymouth,  though  their  facilities  would  be  bet 
ter  at  the  towns  if  they  held  them. 

The  question  with  us  is  how  many  places  can  we  profitably  hold,  com 
paring  the  advantages  with  the  expense  of  possession.  We  do  not  hold 
Elizabeth  City,  Edenton,  Hertford,  Winfield,  &c.,  nor  does  the  enemy 
derive  any  visible  advantage  from  having  access  to  them. 

My  general  view  of  our  policy  is  to  take  places  which  the  enemy  has 
fortified ;  to  level  his  works  of  defense,  and  then  to  leave  these  places  as 
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they  were  before  the  rebellion,  unless  they  are  of  particular  military  im 
portance,  in  which  case  they  would  require  and  justify  proper  defenses. 

Where  a  place  is  held  it  seems  to  me  that  the  military  occupation 
ought  to  be  as  complete  as  practicable  in  itself  5  and  when  this  cannot 
be  done  the  occupation  becomes  one  of  questionable  propriety  to  the 
extent  that  gunboats  are  permanently  needed  for  its  defense. 

I  do  not  desire  or  attempt  to  interfere  with  your  military  plans,  and 
I  fully  appreciate  the  good  spirit  in  which  you  favor  me  with  your  views. 
It  is  certainly  my  wish  and  purpose  to  co-operate  heartily  with  you. 
I  shall  be  glad  if  this  interchange  of  ideas  will  lead  to  such  an  examina 
tion  of  the  subject  as  will  show  in  connection  with  each  necessary  mili 
tary  occupation  precisely  what  kind  and  extent  of  naval  force  is  re 
quired  iu  the  Sounds.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  naval  part  of  our  policy 
there  is  to  have  such  a  force  as  can  co-operate  in  expeditions  with  the 
army,  and  in  the  mean  time,  by  cruising  and  as  guard  vessels,  preserve 
the  blockade  and  the  police  of  the  waters. 

Should  the  enemy  build  gunboats  on  the  rivers  above  the  towns  the 
naval  force  should  be  sufficient  to  destroy  his  vessels  before  they  unite 
or  after  they  have  combined. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  THE  PAMLICO, 
No.  5.  /  Washington,  N.  ,(7.,  May  1, 1863. 

I.  Pursuant  to  orders  from  the  Headquarters  of  the  Department  of 
North  Carolina  it  is  hereby  announced  that  the  lines  are  closed.  No 
ingress  or  egress  can  be  permitted,  and  no  trade  whatever  with  persons 
living  beyond  the  lines. 

All  persons  who  have  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  are  hereby  warned 
against  any  unauthorized  communication  with  persons  residing  within 

the  enemy's  lines,  by  letter  or  otherwise. 

####### 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Prince : 

S.  W.  WALDBON,  JR., 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D.  C.,  May  2,  1863—10  a.  m. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

Measures  should  be  taken  to  ascertain  the  force  of  the  enemy  in  front 
of  Suffolk.  If,  as  is  supposed,  the  mass  of  Longstreet's  troops  has  joined 
Lee.  the  demonstration  agreed  upon  should  be  immediately  made. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

MAY  2,  1863. 
Major-General  HALLECK,  General-in-Chief: 

A  demonstration  was  made  on  the  enemy's  line  yesterday,  which 
brought  out  a  considerable  force.  An  attack  was  to  have  been  made 
on  one  of  the  batteries  last  night,  but  was  probably  postponed  for  want 
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of  boats  to  be  brought  from  Norfolk.  Every  effort  will  be  made  to 
ascertain  promptly  his  strength.  I  telegraphed  General  Peck  on  the 
subject  last  night,  after  my  return  from  Suffolk,  in  consequence  of  a 
dispatch  from  General  Butterfield  stating  that  Hood's  and  Pickett's 
divisions  were  reported  on  General  Hooker's  front.  I  have  just  re 
ceived  a  dispatch  from  General  Peck  in  which  he  says  deserters  from 
Pickett's  division  state  that  they  saw  Pickett  yesterday  and  that  no 
brigades  have  gone  from  Longstreet's  command.  They  received  orders 
to  be  ready  to  move  last  night,  but  the  orders  were  countermanded. 
One  of  the  deserters — a  Texan — says  that  Hood  was  there  yesterday. 
Jenkins'  division  is  before  Suffolk.  I  will  direct  General  Peck  to  make 
a  reconnaissance  in  force  and  will  be  ready  to  make  the  movement  re 
ferred  to  by  you  promptly. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

May  2,  1863—11.30  a.  m. 
General  E.  D.  KEYES,  Yorktown,  Va.: 

Our  cavalry  ought  yesterday  or  to-day  to  have  been  in  rear  of  enemy, 
on  the  Eichmond  and  Fredericksburg  road,  at  its  crossing  of  the  Pa- 
inunkey  or  in  that  vicinity,  and  have  destroyed  it.  Use  every  possible 
means  to  get  any  information,  and  telegraph  it  to  us  and  oblige.  Things 
are  very  lively  here  now. 

DANL.  BUTTEEFELD, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

MAY  2,  1863. 
Major-General  HOOKER,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

Deserters  from  Pickett's  division  state  that  they  saw  Pickett  on  the 
1st  and  that  no  brigades  have  gone  from  Longstreet's  command.  They 
received  orders  to  be  ready  to  move  last  night,  but  the  orders  were 
countermanded.  One  of  these  is  a  Texan,  who  states  that  Hood  was 
here  vesterday.  Jenkins7  division  is  here. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

May  2,  1863—11.10  a.  m. 
Major-General  PECK,  Suffolk,  Va.,  and 
Colonel  KELTON,  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Washington,  D.  C.: 

Two  deserters  here  from  Pickett's  division.    Left  him  on  the  Black- 
water  April  30.  and  no  signs  of  a  movement  then. 

DANL.  BUTTEEFIELD; 

Major-  General,  Chief  of  Staff. 

MAY  2,  1863. 
General  BUTTERFIELD,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

Let  me  ask  explanation  of  the  last  clause— no  signs  of  a  movement 
then.    Does  that  refer  to  Longstreet's  move  or  General  Hooker's  ? 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 
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MAY  2,  1863—6.40  p.  in. 
Major-General  PECK: 

The  last  clause  referred  to  movements  of  their  divisions  in  front  of 
you,  meaning  that  there  were  no  signs  of  these  divisions  in  your  front 
moving,  as  we  understood  it.  The  deserters  have  gone  to  Washington. 
We  are  in  full  movement  and  have  been  for  some  time. 

DANL.  BUTTEKFIELD, 
Major-  General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


FORT  MONROE,  May  2,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  J.  PECK: 

The  children  [cavalry]  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  were  to  have  cut 
the  railroad  at  the  Pamunkey,  half  way  from  Fredericksburg  to  Eich- 
mond,  yesterday.  Watch  the  enemy  closely  to-night  and  make  a  re 
connaissance  in  force  to-morrow  morning. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  May  2, 1863. 
Major-General  DIX  : 

I  organized  a  command  before  the  reception  of  your  dispatch  cover 
ing  your  suggestions.  But  the  telegram  from  Butterfield  to  the  effect 
that  no  movement  had  been  made  here  on  the  30th  agrees  with  all  the 
evidences  up  to  this  time.  Did  they  cut  the  line  ? 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

May  2,  1863—8.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  PECK,  Suffolk,  Va.  :• 

Our  latest  and  most  reliable  information  from  Bichinond  is  as  follows. 
Am  inclined  to  the  belief  that  this  will  prove  true : 

Our  friend  just  returned.  The  works  around  Richmond  are  most  formidable.  At 
Meadow-  Bridge  and  Mechanicsville  route  they  are  intended  for  field  artillery.  No 
guns  in  position.  At  Richmond  are  the  City  Battalion  and  some  artillery.  Twenty- 
seven  hundred  rations  issued  to  troops  in  Richmond  in  active  service.  General  Wise 
has  5,000  on  the  Peninsula.  Longstreet  has  three  divisions  at  Suffolk.  When  they 
left  Lee  they  were  each  8,000  strong.  Their  effective  force,  all  told,  not  over  15,000 
men  D.  H.  Hill  is  ordered  from  Washington  to  re-enforce  Longstreet's  corps.  He 
may,  however,  take  Longstreet's  place  at  Suffolk  and  Lee  may  be  re-enforced  by 
Longstreet. 

DANL.  BUTTERFIELD, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


SUFFOLK,  VA,,  May  2,  [1863,] 
Via  Fort  Monroe,  Va,,  May  4, 1863—12.30  a.  m. 
General  BUTTERFIELD, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
It  is  important  to  arrive  at  correct  conclusions  regarding  Lougstreet's 
force.     You  say  three  divisions  left  Fredericksburg  with  24,000.     My 
information  from  more  than  100  individuals  has  been  that  his  force  was 
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28,000  to  30,000.  One  of  the  spies,  who  has  spent  weeks  in  their  camps, 
supplied  a  list  of  that  army,  as  well  as  Lee's,  and  28,000  was  the  figure 
on  April  1.  He  has  enforced  the  conscription  most  vigorously  in  sev 
eral  counties,  not  heretofore  visited,  on  this  side  of  the  Blackwater. 
He  has  been  joined  by  4,000  from  Hill,  and  perhaps  more;  but  the  ad 
vance  of  Hooker  will  soon  force  him  to  the  river.  His  men  are  ready 
to  go  at  a  moment's  warning. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 
(Copy  to  General  Halleck.) 


MAY  2,  1863. 
General  Dix: 

The  papers  from  the  other  line  have  the  idea  that  Longstreet  is  up 
there  and  this  was  a  foraging  expedition.  This  correction  proves  that 
my  limited  sources  of  information  have  been  better  than  General 
Hooker's  for  many  weeks.  General  Longstreet  ha«  his  own  campaign 
and  will  not  give  it  up  until  compelled  to  do  so.  The  people  at  Wash 
ington  should  understand  the  nature  of  this  siege  of  twenty- two  days. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  May  2, 1863—8.50  p.  in. 
General  Dix: 

By  a  later  dispatch  from  General  Butterfield  it  is  now  understood 
that  no  troops  have  left  my  front.  It  is  now  reported  to  me  that  a 
train  arrived  at  sunset  and  that  troops  were  seen  about  the  railway 
station. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

MAY  2, 1863. 
General  Dix : 

Richmond  Enquirer  of  30th  has  a  column  on  Hooker's  advance  and 
the  adjunct  by  way  of  Suffolk.  It  thinks  that  "  Longstreet  has  broken 
up  .the  camp  of  negro-stealing  Yankees,  destroyed  the  command,  and 
thereby  inflicted  a  fatal  blow  to  Hooker,  involving  a  change  of  his  plans." 

JOHN  J.  PECK. 

Major -General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroej  Va.,  May  2,  1863. 
Actg.  Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  : 

ADMIRAL  :  Your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo  contains  some  references 
to  affairs  on  the  Nansemond  which  concern  the  immediate  commander 
there  more  nearly  than  myself,  and  a  copy  will  be  forwarded  to  him. 

I  desire  to  acknowledge,  as  I  always  have,  the  readiness  with  which 
my  calls  on  you  for  aid  have  been  answered.  In  regard  to  differences 
of  opinion  between  us  concerning  our  respective  duties  I  have  done  all 
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in  my  power  to  confine  the  knowledge  of  them  to  those  immediately 
around  me  and  my  official  superiors.  How  difficult  it  is  to  carry  out 
such  a  purpose  in  this  country  of  free  discussion  I  need  not  suggest  to 
you.  My  own  public  conduct  in  this  department  has  in  more  instances 
than  one  been  criticised  in  a  most  unjust  and  offensive  manner  by 

a correspondent  whom  I  knew,  but  as  it  did  not  affect  any  public 

interest  I  did  not  notice  it,  although  I  have  sent  three  out  of  the  depart 
ment — two  for  giving  military  information  and  one  for  interference  with 
officials.  In  regard  to  the  newspaper  article  referred  to  by  you,  the  mo 
ment  my  attention  was  called  to  it  (for  I  rarely  read  correspondents' 
letters)  the  reputed  author  was  advised  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  a 
great  impropriety  in  using  the  words  "highest  authority,"  which  was 
explained  to  'be  a  common  phrase  among  newspaper  correspondents, 
importing  that  the  statement  was  made  on  undoubted  information.  He 
was  also  advised  that  the  remarks  in  regard  to  yourself  were  strongly 
disapproved  by  me,  and  on  both  points  I  was  assured  that  there  would 
be  no  cause  for  complaint  hereafter. 

The  last  paragraph  of  your  letter,  advising  me  that  Lieutenants  Lam- 
son  and  Gushing  were  authorized  in  their  discretion  to  go  into  the  Upper 
Nansemond  and  co-operate  with  my  forces  there  against  the  enemy,  is 
all  I  can  ask,  and  I  know  that  the  spirit  and  gallantry  those  officers 
have  exhibited  on  all  occasions  will  insure  to  us  all  the  aid  it  is  possible 
to  afford. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  >  HDQRS.  OF  THE  ARMY,  ADJT.  GEN.'S  OFFICE, 
No.  200.  J  Washington,  May  2,  1863. 

###*##* 

III.  Brig.  Gen.  Isaac  J.  Wistar,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  report  to  Ma 
jor-General  Dix,  commanding,  &c.,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  for  assignment  to 
duty  at  Suffolk,  Ya. 
By  command  of  Major- General  Halleck : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  May  3,  1863—8  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief: 

I  have  just  returned  from  Suffolk.  General  Getty  crossed  the  Nan- 
semond,  near  General  Peck's  headquarters,  to-day,  with  5,000  men.  He 
was  in  front  of  the  enemy's  intrenchments,  2  miles  back.  A  strong  dem 
onstration  will  be  made  on  the  enemy's  right  flank  to-morrow  morning. 
In  the  action  in  front  of  our  center  the  day  before  yesterday  we  lost  7 
killed  and  20  wounded.  The  enemy  acknowledge  33  killed  and  a  large 
number  wounded.  We  cannot  ascertain  and  do  not  think  any  of  his 
troops  have  been  withdrawn.  To-morrow  we  shall  be  able  to  judge 
better  of  his  strength. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General 
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YORKTOWN,  May  3, 1863—12  noon. 
Major-General  BUTTERFIELD  : 

I  learn  that  the  enemy  have  left  the  White  House  on  the  Panmnkey. 
They  have  planted  torpedoes  there  in  the  river.  I  cannot  learn  whether 
the  bridge  has  been  destroyed. 

E.  I).  KEYES, 

Major- General. 

MAY  3,  1863. 
General  Dix : 

Garnettfs  and  Benning's  brigades  joined,  from  Carolina,  and  Kern 
per's  is  on  the  way  from  near  Gatesville.  Longstreetfs  plans  and  ar 
rangements  were  all  for  permanent  occupation.  He  designed  to  push 
the  siege,  and  Hooker's  move  and  my  preparation  only  prevented.  His 
force  was  over  30,000.  When  he  can  he  will  return  with  the  same  end 
in  view. 
Wounded  yesterday. 

PECK, 
Major-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  May  3,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  J.  PECK: 

I  saw  Admiral  [Lee]  last  evening  on  the  Nansemond.  He  expressed 
the  opinion  that  there  had  at  no  time  been  a  large  force  at  Suffolk — 
not  over  20,000 — and  that  the  enemy  had  only  a  few  movable  guns.  I 
have  no  doubt  it  is  £rom  him  that  the  views  which  seem  to  prevail  in 
Washington  have  been  derived.  I  think  I  shall  be  with  you  to-day. 
Will  advise  you  as  soon  as  I  get  my  mail. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  May  3, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief : 

I  have  just  received  the  following  dispatch  from  General  Peck. 
From  my  personal  observation  to-day  I  am  satisfied  that  the  conclu 
sion  he  and  the  other  general  officers  named  came  to  is  right.  Our 
loss  will  probably  reach  60  in  killed  and  wounded : 

The  reconnaissance  in  force  lias  been  pushed  up  very  close  to  the  enemy's  main  line 
of  intrenchments,  which  is  strong  and  flanked  by  artificial  and  natural  obstructions. 
It  is  evident  that  he  has  considerable  force  massed  there,  and  means  to  make  a  strong 
tight  if  pressed.  It  cannot  be  attacked  without  a  greater  loss  than  I  can  afford  at 
this  time.  My  position  is  secure  now,  and  in  crossing  the  river  on  a  single  bridge  to 
light  a  battle  on  his  ground  much  risk  is  assumed.  These  views  are  entertained  by 
Generals  Getty  and  Gordon.  The  troops  have  been  under  fire  nearly  all  day,  and  be 
haved  with  great  spirit  and  gallantry,  and  I  shall  withdraw  them  probably  during 
the  night.  At  this  time  42  wounded  are  reported.  I  regret  to  say  that  Colonel  Rin- 
gold,  of  the  One  hundred  and  third  New  York,  was  twice  wounded.  He  is  an  officer 
of  much  merit. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-  General,  Commanding, 
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SUNDAY,  May  3, 1863. 
Major-General  FOSTER: 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL  :  My  official  letter,  May  1,  briefly  and  rather 
hastily  gives  my  views  on  the  public  points  noticed  in  your  unofficial 
favor  of  the  22d  ultimo. 

I  ain  sure  you  will  not  misunderstand  my  motives.  I  am  subject  to 
so  many  calls  for  aid  which  I  have  not  to  give  and  for  service  which  I 
cannot  render  that  I  must  try  and  find  out  just  what  is  or  should  be 
required  of  me  and  to  try  to  do  it.  If  I  had  only  time  to  lay  before 
you  the  quantity  and  kinds  of  demands  made  on  me  here  you  would 
laugh  outright  if  they  were  not  so  earnest  and  provoking. 

One  point  requires  a  word  of  explanation  from  me  to  you.  My  im 
pression  is  that  I  twice  had  some  conversation  with  you  respecting 
naval  occupations  (resulting  from  army  occupations)  in  the  Sounds. 
Some  of  the  views  you  now  write  you  expressed  to  me  at  New  Berne.  I 
expressed  my  views  fully  to  Townsend  and  I  think  to  Davenport  and 
Flusser.  This  Townsend  recollects,  and  says  Davenport  thinks  he  recol 
lects  some  conversation  between  you  and  myself  about  it.  It  may  be 
that  I  said  less  to  you  than  to  others  after  hearing  your  views,  for  then 
as  now  I  was  impressed  by  what  you  said. 

If  the  occupation  of  Washington  and  Plymouth  would  facilitate  in 
stead  of  clogging  your  operations,  of  which  you  are  the  best  judge, 
you  are  right  to  hold  them.  But  I  should  like  to  have  the  military 
occupation  made  as  complete  as  possible  so  as  to  lessen  or  dispense 
with  the  stationary  naval  force  at  each  j>oint. 

I  meant  to  add  to  my  official  letter  to  you  that  I  hope  you  will  be  at 
liberty  with  the  Dirigo  to  have  the  obstructions  in  the  river  at  Wash 
ington  removed.  Such  impediments  should  be  removed  everywhere. 
The  army  is  less  hampered  by  limits  than  the  navy  I  believe,  especially 
in  war. 

I  was  sorry  to  hear  you  were  not  quite  well.  Hope  your  ailment  was 
slight.  Please  present  my  most  respectful  compliments  to  Mrs.  Foster, 
and  believe  me,  very  truly,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE. 

P.  S. — General  Halleck  cannot  give  you  the  troops  for  that  island.  I 
am  very  sorry  it  is  so. 

I  have  been  obliged  to  write  in  great  haste  to  save  this  good  chance 
for  Beaufort.  We  place  no  dependence  in  the  canal  mail  now. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA., 

May  4,  1863—10.30  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief : 

A  few  hours  after  the  fight  yesterday  the  enemy  commenced  his  re 
treat.    We  are  in  pursuit.    He  was  re-enforced  on  Saturday  bjr  Ben 
ning's  brigade  from  North  Carolina  and  Kernper's  is  on  the  way,  hav 
ing  crossed  the  Chowan  near  Gatesville.     1  shall  make  the  movement 
agreed  upon  with  you  aft  once.     Longstreet  has  over  30,000  men. 

JODN  A.  D1X, 

Major- General. 
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FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  Hay  4,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief : 

General  Peck  says  Longstreetfs  line  of  rifle-pits  and  batteries  is  not 
less  than  10  miles  in  extent.  Batteries  are  arranged  with  embrasures 
and  parapets  of  12  or  15  feet  thickness.  His  line  was  of  immense 
strength.  It  encircled  Suffolk  from  the  Edenton  road  to  the  Naiise- 
inond. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA., 

May  4,  1863—9  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief : 

Major-General  Foster  is  applying  for  cavalry,  and  I  understand  for 
some  of  mine.  I  have  but  2,600,  and  can  spare  none.  I  have  1,500 
at  Suffolk,  900  at  William sburg,  and  200  at  Norfolk  ;  besides,  General 
Hill  is  on  the  Blackwater.  General  Foster  will  be  undisturbed. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA., 

May  4,1863—9  p.  m. 
Major-General  HOOKER, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

Following  just  received  from  General  Keyes: 

Lieutenant-Commander  Gillis,  just  returned  from  near  West  Point,  has  learned  that 
the  rebel  force  from  White  House  and  below,  and  opposite  on  the  Pamunkey,  have 
been  withdrawn  to  Hanover  Court-House.  There  are  troops  on  this  Peninsula,  but 
how  many  is  not  known.  Nothing  has  been  learned  about  bridges  except  that  the 
railroad  bridge  at  the  White  House  still  stands. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA., 

Nay  4,  1863—3.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief : 

I  have  just  received  the  following  dispatch  from  General  Peck: 

I  have  in  my  possession  the  communication  of  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  to  General 
Longstreet,  reporting  his  arrival  at  Carrsville,  with  his  entire  division  4  miles  this 
side  of  Carrsvillo  on  the  2d,  and  awaiting  his  orders. 

A  telegram  from  Major  Stratton,  just  received,  confirms  this.  He 
says : 

The  troops  from  Carolina  were  ordered  to  Suffolk  on  the  2d,  and  the  wagons  to 
Franklin.  Have  just  returned  from  a  portion  of  their  center  lins,  which  would  have 
cost  us  not  less  than  2,000  men  to  have  carried.  All  their  lines  are  strictly  in  accord 
ance  with  the  rules  of  a  besieging  army.  Hill  may  commence  operations  unless  de 
manded  elsewhere. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 
44  R  R— YOL  xvni 
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MAY  4,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

A  brigade  is  on  this  side  the  Chowaii  and  Longstreet  was  re-enforced 
on  Saturday  morning  (2d)  by  General  Benning,  with  five  regiments  and 
fifteen  pieces,  who  crossed  the  Chowan  and  marched  from  Gatesville. 
Hood  commanded  yesterday,  and  had  his  division  and  other  troops. 
Longstreet  was  2  miles  back.  Providence  Church  was  filled  with 
wounded.  At  9.30  p.  m.  all  his  forces  save  picket  lines  moved  for 
Blackwater.  He  had  seven  hours  the  start.  Colonel  Foster  started 
with  a  brigade,  battery  and  some  cavalry,  and  turned  up  at  Leesville 
at  6  a.  m.,  where  he  has  found  the  enemy.  I  have  cautioned  him  re 
peatedly  against  being  led  off  too  far.  Before  troops  can  reach  him 
they  will  be  over.  He  will  do  all  that  can  be  done  on  that  route. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  May  4,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

A  telegram  from  General  Getty  to  the  effect  that  Hood  and  Ander 
son  had  seven  brigades  on  the  river  yesterday,  and  that  at  8.30  orders 
were  given  to  retire.  We  should  have  had  a  warm  time. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


FORT  MONROE,  May  4,  1863. 
Major-General  PECK: 

The  enemy  having  gone  I  must  have  5,000  men  at  once,  either  Mont 
gomery's  [?]  division  or  any  other  you  choose.     Send  them  to  Norfolk. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  May  4,  1863. 
General  Dix: 

It  will  hardly  be  advisable,  it  seems  to  me,  while  they  are  on  this  side 
the  river  and  the  results  of  the  pursuit  are  unknown.  It  would  be  sig 
naled  to  Franklin  in  an  hour  or  two.  Let  me  have  your  views.  Have 
to  send  Corcoran. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


[MAY  4,  1863.] 
Major-General  Dix : 

It  is  my  opinion  that  General  Hill  is  to  take  Longstreet's  place  on 
the  Blackwater. 

If  any  one  goes  it  must  be  Gordon,  and  with  the  number  you  stated. 
That  number  is  all  that  ought  to  be  taken  under  any  circumstances. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 
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FORT  MONROE,  YA.,  May  4, 1863. 
Major-General  PECK,  Commanding,  Suffolk : 

It  is  not  best  to  interrupt  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy;  but  our  troops 
should  be  recalled  the  moment  the  enemy  crosses  the  Blackwater.  I 
would  rather  have  Gordon  or  Getty.  The  movement  to  be  made  is  an 
important  one  and  needs  experience  in  command.  But  your  safety  must 
be  consulted. 

The  enemy  will  not  be  likely  to  return  unless  Hooker  fails. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,* Jfat/  4, 18G3. 
Major-General  PECK,  Commanding,  Suffolk: 

Do  you  mean  to  say  that  all  the  forces  before  Suffolk  have  moved  for 
the  Blackwater,  including  Pickett's  division  ?  Advise  me  as  soon  as 
possible.  I  do  not  quite  understand  your  dispatch. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  May  4, 1863. 
Major-General  PECK: 

Defer  till  to-morrow. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

FORT  MONROE,  May  4,  1863. 
Major-General  PECK,  Commanding,  Suffolk: 

Let  General  Gordon  be  ready  with  6,000  men.  The  movement  must 
commence  to-morrow.  I  will  advise  you.  Let  General  Getty  take  110 
of  the  Ninth  New  York.  I  may  want  the  rest  to  save  the  Third  New 
York — one  of  the  finest  regiments  in  service.  Will  know  in  two  or 
three  days. 

JOtlN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 


MAY  4,  1863— about  7  a.  m. 
Major-General  PECK,  Suffolk,  Va.  : 

Nothiog  of  positive  nature  with  regard  to  Hood  and  Pickett.  Among 
800  or  1,000  prisoners  yesterday  statements  to  any  one  talking  to  them 
was  to  effect  that  Hood  and  Pickett  were  due  here  last  night,  and  we 
should  soon  hear  from  them.  The  most  reliable  information  I  have  had 
is  from  a  deserter,  a  resident  of  Orleans  County,  New  York,  conscripted 
in  a  Louisiana  regiment,  who  stated  that  on  Saturday,  while  detailed 
to  the  rear,  their  columns  engaged  to  cook  provisions,  a  force  about 
equal  to  two  brigades  marched  by.  Conversing  with  the  troops  he 
asked  whose  they  were.  They  said  they  were  Hood's  division.  They 
are  being  re-enforced  in  some  measure  from  below — whether  from  your 
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front  or  General  Keyes7  of  course  I  do  not  know.  They  had  nothing  at 
Eichrnond  to  send  here.  We  have  had  heavy  fighting  here  for  two  or 
three  days. 

DANL.  BUTTERFIELD, 
Major-  General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

May  4,  1803—10.45  a.  m. 
Major-General  PECK,  Suffolk,  Va.  : 

Our  cavalry  bring  information  of  15,000  or  20,000  of  Longstreetfs 
forces  getting  off*  from  the  cars  at  Gordonsville. 

DANL.  BUTTEEF1ELD, 
Major -General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


SUFFOLK,  VA,,  Hay  4, 1863. 
Major-General  HOOKER, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

Longs treet  was  re-enforced  by  General  Beuning  with  five  regiments 
and  fifteen  pieces  on  the  2d.  He  crossed  the  Chowan  with  pontoons. 
General  Kemper,  with  another  brigade,  has  also  crossed,  making  three 
in  all.  Hood  commanded  yesterday,  and  Lougstreet  was  2  miles  in  the 
rear  with  reserves.  They  suffered.  At  9.30  p.  m.  all  his  forces  moved 
by  different  interior  routes  for  the  Blackwater.  He  has  several  hours 
the  start.  All  his  arrangements  were  for  a  continual  siege  of  Suffolk. 
I  was  fully  prepared  for  that. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 
(Copy  to  General  Halleck.) 

MAY  4,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOSEPH  HOOKER, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

I  have  a  communication  of  General  Hill  to  General  Longstreet,  of 
May  2,  1863,  in  which  he  reports  his  arrival  with  his  entire  division  at 
or  near  Carrsville,  and  asks  for  orders.  His  command  was  then  only 
14  miles  from  Suffolk.  This  is  confirmed  by  telegraph  from  South  Mills, 
N.  C.  All  the  troops  that  crossed  the  Chowan  were  ordered  to  Suffolk 
and  the  supply  trains  to  Franklin,  the  depot  of  the  railroad  from  North 
Carolina.  Every  arrangement  was  made  by  the  enemy  that  is  called 
for  by  the  rules  governing  a  besieging  army. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  Genera  I. 

MAY  4,  1863. 
Major-General  KEYES, 

Commanding,  Yorktown : 

The  enemy  commenced  his  retreat  from  Suffolk  at  9.30  last  evening. 
We  are  in  pursuit.  We  had  a  sharp  fight  yesterday,  driving  him  to  his 
intrenchments.  Our  loss  about  60. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 
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YORKTOWN,  VA.,  May  4,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix  : 

The  following  received  a  few  moments  ago  from  Colonel  West: 

FORT  MAGRTJDER. 
Colonel  SUYDAM  : 

Intelligence  comes  to  me  that  cannot  be  disregarded  that  the  enemy  will  attack  at 
daylight  or  before.  I  have  taken  every  precaution  against  surprise. 

R.  M.  WEST. 

Shall  I  go  down  to  Fort  Monroe  in  the  morning  ?  Please  reply  im 
mediately. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major-  General. 

[General  KEYES:] 
Come,  if  the  attack  is  not  made. 

J.  A.  D. 

HEADQUARTERS, 

South  Mills,  JV.  C.,  Nay  4,  18G3— 8.30  a.  m. 
Maj.  GCR.  JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Commanding  at  Suffolk,  Va. : 

GENERAL  :  The  rebel  forces  have  left  all  the  country  between  this 
and  the  Perqnimaus  Kiver.  Captain  Reynolds  was  at  Sandy  Cross  at 
3  o'clock  this  morning.  Known  Union  citizens  there  informed  him  that 
the  rebel  infantry  left  Saturday  night  at  sundown  and  the  cavalry  at 
daylight  on  Sunday  morning.  The  infantry  had  orders  to  report  at 
Suffolk,  the  cavalry  at  Simbury,  and  the  wagon  train  was  ordered  to 
be  at  the  Blackwater  to-day  (Monday).  A  man  who  had  come  through 
from  Sunbury  stated  that'  the  cavalry  on  arriving  at  Suubury  received 
orders  to  report  at  Suffolk.  The  citizens  near  Sandy  Cross  thought  that 
the  rebels  were  still  at  Suffolk  on  Sunday  night,  say  at  sundown. 

Captain  Roberts  and  command  reached  Woodville  this  morning  at  2 
o'clock.  The  enemy  (Third  North  Carolina  Cavalry)  left  there  on  Satur- 
da}T  night  at  9  o'clock.  They  left  two  or  three  sick  behind,  who,  to 
gether  with  several  other  soldiers  were  captured  by  Captain  Roberts. 
Captain  Roberts  says : 

They  seem  to  have  gone  in  the  direction  of  Gatesville.  I  shall  immediately  push 
forward  toward  Ne  why's  Bridge  and  ascertain  further  particulars. 

The  bearers  of  the  dispatches  from  Captain  Roberts  say  that  the  en 
emy  left  Woodville  apparently  in  considerable  haste,  according  to  reports 
of  citizens. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANKLIN  A.  STRATTON, 
Major,  Commanding  Detachment  at  South  Mills. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  May  4,  18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Comdg.  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. : 
GENERAL  :  In  view  of  Major-General  Hooker's  present  movements 
and  of  the  fact  that  you  have  a  very  considerable  army  in  this  depart 
ment,  say  20,000  troops,  and  understanding  to-night  that  the  enemy  has 
disappeared  from  before  Suffolk,  I  respectfully  and  earnestly  propose  to 
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you  a  joint  expedition  to  take  Fort  Powhatan,  Petersburg,  and  perhaps 
Richmond.  1  ain  ready  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice  and  will  co-operate 
with  you  in  any  and  every  way  possible.  My  gunboats  and  a  few  com 
panies  will  hold  your  posts  at  Suffolk  and  Yorktown. 

The  opportunity  for  striking  a  great  blow  is  such  as  rarely  presents 
itself  in  the  history  of  nations.     I  am  confident  you  will  improve  it. 
I  have  the  honor,  general,  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  'P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N~.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  May  4,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  BIX,  U.  S.  A., 

Comdg.  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  received  your  communication  of  the  2d  instant. 
Unfounded  and  unjust  newspaper  attacks  on  the  Navy  Department  arid 
myself  by  a  known  correspondent  at  the  fort  under  your  command  are 
certainly  injurious  to  the  public  service,  whether  they  are  contradicted 
and  repelled  in  the  same  manner,  thus  creating  controversy  between 
public  officers  and  exposure  of  public  affairs,  or  whether  they  are 
allowed  to  remain  unanswered.  The  discipline  of  the  Navy  does  not 
sanction  a  resort  to  newspapers  to  remedy  a  wrong  thus  wantonly  done. 
It  is  wholly  inexcusable  to  resort  to  newspaper  attacks  in  cases  where 
an  appeal  can  be  taken  to  and  a  remedy  applied  by  the  Government  to 
matters  affecting  the  public  interests. 

The  only  order  I  gave  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  gunboats  from  the 
Upper  Nanseinond  was  on  the  19th,  when  I  sent  the  fleet  captain  to 
Suffolk  to  communicate  with  the  authorities  .and  withdraw  the  gunboats 
if  practicable.  This  order  was  revoked  the  same  day  at  the  instance  of 
General  Peck  by  an  order  sent  by  me  through  your  headquarters  in  a 
dispatch  to  General  Peck.  When  that  order  was  given  you  had  been 
re-enforced  largely;  you  had  just  provided  military  defenses  for  the 
right  bank  of  the  Upper  Nansemoud;  the  improvised  little  gunboats 
were  not  a  sufficient  or  necessary  defense  there  and  were  much  wanted 
elsewhere  and  their  communications  were  interrupted  by  a  battery  in 
a  strong  earthwork,  which  had  cut  up  several  of  them  badly,  killed  or 
wounded  a  large  per  cent,  of  their  small  crews,  whilst  two  detachments 
of  troops  according  to  the  official  reports  to  me  had  failed  to  co-operate 
with  Lieutenant  Lamson  to  take  the  battery  and  raise  the  blockade. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  19th  efficient  support  (by  General  Getty  in 
person)  was  given  to  Lieutenant  Lamson's  plan,  and  he  landed  the  300 
troops  close  to  and  in  rear  of  the  battery,  and,  aided  by  them,  got  his 
four  navy  field-pieces  up  the  bank  and  taking  the  enemy's  battery  in 
reverse  stopped  their  attempt  to  turn  it  on  our  troops,  who  gallantly 
dashed  in  and  easily  took  it.  The  surprise  was  complete. 

Next  day,  the  20th,  General  Peck  abandoned  this  earthwork,  the  rear 
to  which  in  the  mean  time  had  been  strengthened  by  our  troops.  This 
evacuation  was  earnestly  resisted  by  Lieutenants  Gushing  and  Lamson, 
and  obliged  the  latter  to  drop  dowii  a  few  hundred  yards  from  the  bat 
tery  and  just  below  the  bar  which  it  commanded.  Thus  General  Peck 
and  not  myself  caused  the  gunboats  to  withdraw. 

My  subsequent  orders  to  Lieutenant  Lamson  did  not  prevent  but  re 
quired  this  gallant  and  willing  young  officer  to  render  the  army  all 
practicable  assistance.  I  should  mention  that  I  not  only  revoked  my 
order  of  the  19th  to  Captain  Crosby,  before  it  was  executed  and  before 
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die  battery  was  taken  (as  General  Peck  well  knows,  because  it  was 
in  my  telegram  to  him  in  answer  to  one  from  him),  but  when  the  bat 
tery  was  taken  I  immediately  informed  General  Getty  that  I  cordially 
allowed  the  boats  to  remain.  In  view  of  the  exertions  I  had  made  to 
equip  and  maintain  a  little  flotilla  to  aid  you  whilst  you  were  perfecting 
your  defenses,  of  the  service  that  flotilla  had  rendered  you,  and  your 
knowledge  that  its  withdrawal  from  above  the  battery,  though  neces 
sary  and  proper,  was  not  by  my  order,  you  must  feel  that  the  assault 
made  on  me  by  the  well-known  correspondent  at  the  fort,  who  gave 
point  to  his  attack  by  declaring  that  he  was  reflecting  your  feelings, 
was  most  unwarrantable. 

This  correspondent,  in  the  same  inspired  communication  (for  in  that 
light  he  has  presented  his  reflections  to  the  public),  also  charges  me 
with  being  at  fault  for  the  reoccupation  by  the  rebels  of  their  aban 
doned  earthworks,  called  Fort  Powhatan,  in  the  upper  part  of  James 
Biver.  This  reoccupation  was  a  military  act  done  in  your  department. 
When  Colonel  Ludlow  informed  me  of  it  on  his  return  down  James 
River  in  a  flag  of  truce  I  did  not  wait  for  you  to  ask  me  to  co-operate, 
but  I  went  immediately  to  confer  with  you  on  the  subject.  Your  reply 
was  that  you  could  do  nothing;  that  the  enemy  was  on  this  side  of  the 
Btackwater  in  greater  force  than  yourself;  but  you  asked  me  if  I  could 
not  shell  them  out.  I  confess  that  I  was  a  little  surprised  at  this  ex 
pectation,  in  view  of  the  failure,  from  want  of  army  co-operation,  of  a 
better  force  than  I  had  to  shell  the  enemy  out  of  Fort  Darling,  which 
had  no  rebel  navy  to  support  it. 

The  reoccupatdon  of  Fort  Powhatan  was  the  easy  and  natural  effort 
of  the  enemy,  wlio  had  remained  in  possession  of  the  Blackwater  in 
front  of  Suffolk  (between  Suffolk  and  Fort  Powhatan)  for  the  last  eight 
months.  Where  an  active  enemy  holds  military  possession  of  a  country 
in  force  he  may  not  only  reoccupy  his  forts  on  his  river  front,  but  he 
may,  where  there  is  no  military  interference,  build  forts  on  the  bluffs  of 
the  river  where  he  had  none  before.  One  of  our  gunboats,  as  proposed, 
or  several  of  them,  aided  by  the  one  iron-clad  I  then  had,  could  not 
have  driven  him  from  Fort  Powhatan  after  he  had  reoccupied  it. 

Under  the  circumstances  of  this  case  the  unfounded  and  injurious 
assaults  made  by  a  correspondent  at  the  fort,  who  is  under  your  imme 
diate  authority  and  who  professedly  writes  from  military  intelligence 
communicated  to  him  there,  it  seems  both  proper  and  decent  that  his 
unfounded  charges  against  the  Navy  Department  and  myself  should  be 
publicly  corrected  by  the  same  authority  under  which  he  claimed  and 
is  understood  by  the  public  to  write. 

The  current  duties  of  the  squadron  require  and  receive  my  first  atten 
tion.  It  is  only  when  they  are  disposed  of  that  I  can  give  attention  to 
matters  even  of  this  interest. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S."  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS,   ( 

Fort  Monroe,  May  4,  18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER  : 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL  :  General  Naglee  is  here.    I  have  no  cavalry  to 
spare,  as  I  have  an  important  movement  to  make. 

We  had  a  sharp  fight  at  Suffolk  yesterday ;  our  loss  nearly  70 ;  the 
enemy's  not  known. 


696  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  S.  E.  VIRGINIA.  [ CHAP.  XXX. 

Last  night  Longstreet's  whole  force  fell  back  to  the  Blackwater. 
General  D.  H.  Hill  arrived  on  the  Blackwater  at  Carrsville  the  day 
before  yesterday.     General  Peck  has  his  communication  of  the  2d  in 
stant  reporting  his  arrival  there  to  General  Longstreet. 
You  can  have  scarcely  anything  left  to  oppose  you  in  North  Carolina. 
Garnett's  brigade  arrived  at  Suffolk  more  than  a  week  ago. 
Hooker  has  moved  and  has  been  fighting. 

The  enemy  will  concentrate  his  whole  force  between  Eichmond  and 
Fredericksburg. 

In  haste,  very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

HDQRS.  OUTPOSTS,  CAMP  FIFTY-EIGHTH  EEGT.  PA.  YOLS., 

May  4,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Tenth  Army  Corps: 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  on  the  information  of  my  patrol,  that 
the  enemy  have  reestablished  their  posts  on  Core  Creek;  also  that 
they  were  burning  or  endeavoring  to  burn  the  railroad  bridge  yester 
day  afternoon. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  EICHTEE  JONES, 
Colonel  Fifty -eighth  Regiment,  Commanding  Outposts. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-S~HIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  Neivs,  Va.,  May  4,  18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  DIX,  U.  S.  A., 

Comdg.  /Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. : 
GENERAL:  In  view  of  the  recent  sudden  and  extraordinary  calls 
made  upon  me  for  naval  defense  of  military  lines  and  positions  I  con 
sider  it  to  be  my  duty  to  request  you  to  inform  me  what  military  posts 
or  occupations  in  your  department  require,  in  your  judgment,  naval 
defense,  for  what  reason,  and  to  what  extent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

'    S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear- Admiral^  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  May  5,  1863. 
Maj.  Geii.  JOHN  A.  DIX,  U.  S.  A., 

Comdg.  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. : 
GENERAL :  In  your  communication  to  me  of  the  2d  instant  you  say: 

In  regard  to  differences  of  opinion  between  us  concerning  our  respective  duties  I 
have  do'no  all  in  my  power  to  confine  the  knowledge  of  them  to  those  immediately 
around  me  and  my  official  superiors. 

I  will  thank  you  to  let  me  know  what  are  the  "  differences  of  opinion 
between  us  concerning  our  respective  duties,"  to  which  you  refer. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  BlocJcading  Squadron. 


CHAP.  XXX.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION.  697 

HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  May  5,  1863. 

Actg.  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  : 

ADMIRAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  4th  instant  requesting  ine  to  inform  you  what  "  military  posts  or 
occupations  "  in  my  department,  require,  in  my  judgment,  u  naval  de 
fense,  for  what  reason,  and  to  what  extent." 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  furnishing  the  desired  information  : 

1st.  Fort  Monroe,  the  importance  of  which  as  a  key  to  the  Chesa 
peake  Bay  and  its  tributaries  it  is  unnecessary  to  state  to  you.  We 
need  no  naval  defense  there  beyond  what  might  be  furnished  in  case  of 
emergency  by  your  fleet  at  Newport  News. 

2d.  Norfolk.  This  position  was  occupied,  and  I  will  say  also  every  other 
position  held  by  me  was  in  the  occupation  of  our  forces  before  I  took 
command  of  this  military  department.  The  especial  object  in  view  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  in  holding  Norfolk  I  suppose  to  be  to  de 
prive  the  enemy  of  a  means  of  annoyance.  Pie  might  build  vessels 
there  and  send  them  out  at  favorable  moments  to  molest  us,  as  he  did 
on  former  occasions.  Two  other  very  essential  objects  are  to  keep  open 
our  internal  line  of  communication  between  the  departments  of  Vir 
ginia  and  North  Carolina,  and  to  have  a  naval  depot  where  our  numer 
ous  steamers  on  the  Lower  Chesapeake  and  its  tributaries  can  be  re 
paired  without  being  sent  to  Baltimore  or  Washington  on  any  sudden 
emergency  or  in  case  of  any  common  casualty.  I  think  there  should  be 
two  gunboats  in  Norfolk  Harbor. 

3d.  Suffolk  is  held  to  cover  Norfolk,  insure  the  inland  communica 
tion  to  Albeinarle  Sound,  and  to  keep  the  enemy  at  a  distance.  We 
have  had  two  gunboats  there,  the  Stepping  Stones,  one  of  yours,  and 
the  West  End.  I  have  armed  the  Smith  Briggs,  and  if  the  Stepping 
Stones  is  needed  elsewhere  her  services  can  be  dispensed  with. 

4th.  Yorktown.  This  post  is  considered  important  to  give  us  the 
control  of  the  Peninsula  up  to  that  point,  keeping  the  enemy  from  coin 
ing  below  it,  and  commanding  the  York  Eiver  in  case  we  need  it  for  the 
movement  of  troops.  It  would  be  desirable  to  have  two  gunboats 
there,  as  the  occupation  of  Gloucester,  on  the  other  side,  follows  that  of 
Yorktown. 

5th.  Williamsburg  is  occupied  as  an  outpost  of  Yorktown  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  the  enemy  from  approaching  the  latter  and  an 
noying  us  with  field  guns  and  small-arms  of  long  range  and  of  watching 
his  movements  as  tightly  as  possible  up  the  Peninsula.  This  position 
is  not  susceptible  of  naval  defense,  and  it  is  only  referred  to  from  its 
relation  to  Yorktown  to  give  you  a  complete  view  of  the  subject. 

Gth.  I  am  about  to  occupy  West  Point  to  cut  off  the  enemy's  commu 
nication  with  Matthews  and  Gloucester  Counties,  and  as  a  position 
from  which  a  flank  movement  can  be  made,  in  case  of  emergency,  on  the 
enemy's  forces  at  Eichmond  if  he  should  be  assailed  from  the  north  or 
south.  It  is  at  the  confluence  of  two  rivers,  and  two  gunboats  are  very 
desirable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 
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HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe.  Va.,  May  5,  18G3. 
Actg.  Bear-Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron : 

ADMIRAL:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  yesterday, 
proposing  a  co-operation  of  the  army  and  navy  forces  under  your  com 
mand  and  mine,  "  to  take  Fort  Powhatan,  Petersburg,  and  perhaps 
Richmond,"  supposing  that  your  gunboats  and  a  few  companies  can  hold 
the  posts  of  Suffolk  and  Yorktown.  My  movable  force  is  comparatively 
small  and  entirely  inadequate  to  the  great  object  referred  to,  nor  would 
it  be  safe  to  depend  on  your  gunboats  and  a  few  companies  to  hold 
Suffolk  and  Yorktown.  Only  the  river  front  at  Suffolk  could  be  protected 
by  your  guns,  leaving  the  other  lines,  several  miles  in  extent,  to  be  de 
fended  by  a  few  companies.  The  same  observation  is  applicable  in  a 
more  forcible  manner  to  Yorktown.  Neither  of  these  positions,  with  the 
large  amount  of  guns  and  ordnance  stores  in  both,  can  be  safely  left 
without  a  strong  garrison. 

I  may  add  in  regard  to  Suffolk  that  the  enemy  is  in  force  on  the  Black- 
water  $  that  his  abandoned  works  are  very  heavy  and  extensive,  showing 
his  designs  to  be  permanent  occupation,  and  that  we  may  expect  the 
investment  to  be  renewed  as  soon  as  the  emergency  which  has  led  to 
his  withdrawal  shall  have  passed  by. 

You  will  remember  that  I  called  your  attention  in  an  interview  with 
you  several  weeks  ago  to  the  fact  that  the  enemy  were  at  work  at  Fort 
Powhatan,  and  expressed  an  earnest  desire  that  some  of  your  gunboats 
should  drive  him  away  before  any  guns  were  mounted.  My  last  advices 
are  that  he  is  now  occupying  it  with  considerable  force.  I  should  be 
most  happy  to  co-operate  with  you  if  I  had  a  sufficient  number  of  dis 
posable  men  under  my  control  to  insure  the  object,  but  all  the  troops  I 
can  spare  are  required  for  another  movement,  which  has  already  com 
menced. 

If  Fort  Powhatan  could  be  reduced  I  could  not  be  assisted  by  you  in 
an  attack  on  Petersburg  or  Eichmoud,  except  to  cover  my  supplies  to 
City  Point,  as  the  Appomattox  is  not  navigable  up  to  the  former  city, 
and  from  thence  to  the  latter  the  movement  would  be  made  at  a  distance 
from  the  James  River,  the  most  important  part  of  which  is  in  possession 
of  the  enemy  and  so  obstructed  as  not  to  be  available  for  your  vessels 
without  great  delay.  Moreover  my  advices  are  that  every  mile  of  the 
country  between  Petersburg  and  Richmond  is  strongly  fortified,  so  much 
so  that  a  very  large  force  would  be  necessary  to  reach  Richmond  in  that 
direction. 

In  the  movement  I  have  above  referred  to  as  commenced  I  will  in 
another  communication  ask  your  aid. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHtf  A.  MX, 

Major- General. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  May  5,  18C3 — evening. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  IT.  S.  A., 

Comdg.  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.  : 
GENERAL  :  I  received  this  evening  your  communication  of  this  date. 
I  have  made  Lieutenant-Commander  Gillis,  of  the  Commodore  Morris, 
now  at  Yorktown,  acquainted  with  your  object,  and  instructed  him  to 
give  you  all  the  assistance  in  his  power. 
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Lieutenant-Commander  Babcock,  in  the  Morse,  accompanied  by  the 
Mystic,  is  instructed  to  inform  you  by  10  a.  m.  to-morrow  of  his  readi 
ness  to  accompany  the  troops  to  York  River,  where  he  will  report  to 
Lieutenant-Commander  Gillis. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N~.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


FORT  MONROE,  YA., 

May  5,  18G3— 10.30  a,  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief  : 

I  have  just  received  the  following  from  General  Peck.  I  am  going  to 
Suffolk  to  send  off  the  expedition  referred  to  heretofore : 

Major  Strattou's  information,  from  entirely  reliable  sources,  Union  and  rebel,  is 
that  Longstreet  had  over  30,000  before  he  was  joined  by  any  of  Hill's  forces.  The 
enemy  had  three  entire  lines  of  works  where  we  were  on  Sunday,  and  could  not  have 
been  carried. 

JOHN  A.  D1X, 

Major-General. 


SUFFOLK,  YA.,  May  5,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

During  the  investment  of  Longstreet's  and  Hill's  forces  we  have  capt 
ured  five  pieces  of  artillery,  about  400  prisoners,  much  camp  equipage, 
and  some  rifles.  Not  less  than  400  or  500  have  deserted  from  the  rebels; 
probably  his  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is  about  600,  making  his  total 
loss  about  1,500. 

Our  killed  is  34  5  wounded,  201 ;  and  missing,  14.  Total,  249.* 
All  the  morale,  prestige,  glory,  and  victory  of  the  twenty-three  days 
belong  to  our  patient  and  brave  men.  Besides,  .they  have  held  the 
masses  of  the  enemy  around  Suffolk,  in  order  to  enable  General  Hooker 
to  secure  a  crowning  victory  for  the  Union,  and  are  entitled  to  a  share 
of  the  glory  that  may  accrue  to  his  arms. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 

FORT  MONROE,  May  5, 1863. 
Major-General  PECK: 
I  am  just  leaving  for  Suffolk. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major  General. 


NEW  BERNE,  N.  C.,  May  5,  1863. 
General  HALLECK, 

Commander-in- Chief  V.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.: 
GENERAL:  There  are  several  contingencies  likely  to  occur  in  the 
affairs  of  this  department  which  should  I  think  be  brought  to  your  notice 
more  fully  than  I  have  or  can  in  fact  do  in  correspondence.     I  would  like 

*  But  see  revised  statement,  p.  288. 
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therefore  to  run  on  for  a  day  and  lay  the  whole  matter  before  you,  which 
I  can  do  very  briefly  should  it  meet  your  wishes  to  permit  me  to  do  so. 
Please  to  telegraph  your  reply  to  General  Dix,  at  Fortress  Monroe, 
where  I  will  have  an  officer  to  bring  it  to  me. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

New  Berne,  N.  £.,  May  5,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK,  General-in-Chief  U.  S.  Army: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
April  27. 

My  idea  of  an  attack  on  Wilmington  was  to  take  and  hold  Smith's 
Island  as  a  basis  of  supplies,  &c.,  and  I  still  incline  to  so  doing,  though 
information  shows  that  it  cannot  now  be  done  as  easily  as  it  could  have 
been  then,  the  enemy  having  established  a  post  there  and  erected  a 
battery.  (This  information  is  not  deemed  certain.)  I  will  attempt  any 
thing  I  am  directed  to,  but  my  opinion  is  that  my  force  is  utterly  in 
adequate  to  accomplish  any  outside  work,  and  is  merely  sufficient  for 
present  defense.  Information  shows  that  General  Hill  is  still  in  our 
front  with  his  forces  (barring  one  brigade,  Garnett's,  which  I  have  no 
information  of),  and  is  threatening.  Troops  from  Wilmington  threaten 
Morehead  City  (our  depot  of  supplies)  and  the  line  of  the  railroad,  the 
defense  of  which  I  have  given  to  General  Heckman  and  his  brigade, 
2,100  men  (my  old  troops),  recently  arrived  from  the  Department  of  the 
South.  General  Heckman  has  as  much  as  he  can  do  to  protect  that 
line,  and  I  have  ordered  him  to  stay  and  do  so.  Intercepted  corre 
spondence  shows  the  plans  somewhat  of  the  enemy  and  shows  the  send 
ing  of  a  pontoon  train  for  crossing  the  White  Oak  and  New  Rivers, 
necessary  to  an  attack  on  Morehead.  In  fact  we  are  threatened  at  all 
points,  and  though  I  feel  perfectly  confident  at  every  point  I  know 
that  constant  vigilance  is  required  and  also  the  presence  of  every  man 
now  here.  If  I  had  5,000  disposable  men  I  would  undertake  Smith's 
Island,  and  I  think  with  success ;  and  in  that  light  let  me  respectfully 
say,  though  at  the  risk  of  seeming  importunate  (which  intention,  at 
least,  I  disclaim),  that  if  the  brigade  of  Brig.  Gen.  T.  G.  Stevenson  could 
be  ordered  back  to  me  I  would  be  in  a  position  to  attack  Smith's  Island. 
General  Stevenson's  brigade  consists  of  two  regiments  of  my  old  bri 
gade  and  three  other  veteran  regiments,  and  is  now  in  the  Department 
of  the  South.  Of  course  to  occupy  and  fortify  a  post  my  guns,  ordnance 
tools,  £c.,  would  be  necessary,  and  all  that  I  took  down  for  the  Charles 
ton  expedition  are  yet  afloat  and  untouched  in  Beaufort  Harbor.  These 
would  have  to  be  ordered  back. 

I  must  in  this  connection  recall  to  your  mind  that  by  the  1st  day  of 
July  the  effectives  in  this  department  will  not  be  more  than  5,000  men, 
as  500  artillery  are  now  being  mustered  out,  their  term  of  service  (two 
years)  having  expired,  and  in  June  twelve  of  my  fullest  regiments  are 
to  be  mustered  out,  their  term  of  service  then  expiring  (nine  months). 
This  fact  shows  what  I  can  do  with  my  effective  force,  and  my  reasons 
for  urging  the  return  of  some  of  my  troops. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


CHAP.  XXX.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION.  701 

FORT  MONROE,  VA., 

May  6,  1863—10  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Qeneral-in-  Chief : 

I  embarked  5,000  men  yesterday  and  last  night  at  Norfolk,  and  hope 
to  have  them  at  their  destination  to-morrow  morning.  We  had  a  heavy 
blow  last  night,  and  it  is  yet  too  rough  for  some  of  our  transports.  I 
was  at  Suffolk  yesterday.  Over  200  prisoners  had  been  brought  in. 
They  represented  forty  regiments,  three  batteries,  two  independent  bat 
talions,  and  one  cavalry  regiment.  It  is  not  at  all  probable  that  in 
these  captures  all  the  regiments  before  Suffolk  were  represented.  The 
enemy's  works,  which  are  very  extensive  and  heavy,  indicate  continued 
occupation.  He  was  building  stables.  General  Peck  sends  out  a  cav 
alry  force  to  the  Blackwater  to-day. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  May  6,  1863. 
Major-General  PECK: 

I  have  no  news  from  Washington.  This  is  not  encouraging,  as  the 
wires  were  in  operation  last  night.  The  enemy  have  doubtless  left  the 
Blackwater.  Trains  3  miles  long  reached  Petersburg  last  night. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  May  6,  1863—3.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  DIX,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 

The  operation  agreed  upon  between  us  will  not  be  made  till  further 
orders.  Everything  will  remain  as  it  is  till  you  hear  further  from 
Washington. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


YORKTOWN,  May  6,  [1863]. 
Major-General  DIX: 

Colonel  Davis,  of  the  Twelfth  Illinois  Cavalry,  with  the  advance  of 
his  regiment,  has  arrived  at  Gloucester  Point,  having  accomplished 
fully  the  .orders  of  General  Stoneman.  I  have  sent  a  cavalry  scout  up 
the  Eichmond  road  to  get  information  of  any  of  our  cavalry  which 
may  be  coming  down.  General  Stoneman  seems  not  to  have  been  aware 
that  the  enemy  have  all  along  had  troops  on  this  Peninsula,  and  Colonel 
Davis  encountered  a  regiment  of  infantry  and  three  pieces  at  Tunstall 
Station.  There  is  still  a  battery  of  eight  pieces,  by  all  accounts,  at  or 
near  New  Kent  Court-House.  Colonel  Davis  is  very  anxious  to  have 
a  gunboat  go  up  to  the  Mattapony  to  look  for  a  detachment  of  his  regi 
ment  under  Major  Bronson. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major-  General. 
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FORT  MONROE,  May  6,  1863. 
General  GORDON,  Atlantic  Hotel,  Norfolk: 

I  think  it  important,  on  reflection,  that  you  go  up  with  the  troops.  They 
will  leave  at  daylight.  If  anything  should  delay  me  it  would  be  very 
awkward.  The  troops  should  be  pushed  on  to  their  destination,  landed, 
and  intrenched  immediately.  The  engineer  will  not  be  here  in  time  to 
leave  before  9  or  10  o'clock.  The  cavalry  will  be  all  ready.  Captain 
Ludlow  will  furnish  a  tug  at  any  time  you  name.  I  will  telegraph  him. 

JOHN  A.  DIX,. 

Major-  General. 


MAY  6,  [1863.] 
Major- General  KEYES, 

Commanding,  Yorktown  ; 

I  think  you  had  better  send  up  a  cavalry  force  toward  Diascund 
Bridge,  but  not  a  gunboat  in  the  direction  now. 

JOHN  A.  BIX, 

Major- General. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Neivport  News,  Nay  6,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  J.  PECK,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Suffolk,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  Your  communication  dated  the  21st  ultimo,*  in  reply  to 
mine  of  the  20th,  was  received  on  the  26th. 

Squadron  duties  have  prevented  an  earlier  reply  to  your  communica 
tion,  which  I  regret  to  find  is  very  deficient  in  candor  and  professional 
comity  proper  in  official  correspondence,  and  reasonably  to  be  expected 
from  an  officer  educated  at  West  Point.  When  naval  defense  is  neces 
sary  for  military  works  a  timely  requisition  from  the  War  or  Navy  De 
partment  for  the  number  and  kind  of  vessels  needed  therefor  should 
be  made,  that  they  may  be  built  or  purchased  and  equipped. 

1  am  not  responsible,  as  you  seem  to  suppose,  for  the  defense  of  the 
military  post  at  Suffolk,  as  dependent  on  the  defense  of  the  military 
line  of  the  Upper  Nansemond,  which  is  a  mere  creek,  un suited  to  the 
operations  of  vessels  and  obviously  requiring  military  defense.  Nor 
was  it  my  fault  that  such  necessary  military  preparations  were  not 
already  made.  Heretofore  I  had  a  small  vessel — the  Stepping  Stones — 
resembling  a  Norfolk  ferry-boat,  carrying  field  pieces  on  field  carriages, 
patrolling  that  small  stream  to  preserve  the  blockade  and  intercept 
rebel  communications,  trade,  mails,  &c. 

When  Suffolk  was  threatened,  as  General  Keyes  informed  me,  by  the 
enemy,  40,000  strong,  with  pontoons  and  heavy  artillery  (as  reported 
by  deserters  all  along  the  lines),  urgent  calls  were  made  upon  me  for 
gunboats.  This  call  was  preceded  by  equally  earnest  calls  for  gunboat 
assistance  to  repel  the  enemy,  who  was  attacking  one  and  threatening 
another  military  post  in  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina,  which  required 
all  the  light  draughts  provided  by  the  Government  for  other  naval 
duty  not  needed  to  answer  demands  at  other  points,  except  the  Com 
modore  Barney,  which  I  sent  to  the  Nansemond,  together  with  my  two 
transports,  one  armed  with  field  pieces  and  manned  by  a  detachment 
from  this  vessel,  the  other  as  a  tender,  with  ammunition,  coal,  &c.,  and 
three  of  my  small  tugs  (each  armed  with  two  light  pieces),  thus  leaving 

*  Not  found. 
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the  squadron  without  a  transport,  tender,  dispatch,  mail,  or  picket 
boat,  save  one  tug.  When  on  the  14th  of  April  you  telegraphed  me 
that  three  of  the  improvised  gunboats  were  disabled,  and  asked  for 
more,  I  obtained  temporarily  and  sent  to  the  Nansemond  four  tugs, 
half  the  Potomac  steam  flotilla. 

This  recital  shows  what  earnest  efforts  were  made  to  relieve  you.  It 
must  be  very  apparent  to  every  candid  and  intelligent  professional 
mind  that  had  General  Longstreet  really  intended  to  force  a  crossing 
of  the  Upper  Nansemond  with  the  reputed  means  at  his  command  these 
few  light  pieces,  mostly  field  pieces,  on  the  open  decks  of  a  few  mer 
chant  vessels  could  not  have  prevented  his  doing  so  there.  The  same 
number  of  field  pieces  would  have  made  a  better  resistance  behind 
earthworks  ashore  than  on  frail  little  steamers  afloat.  Hence  in  my 
instructions  of  the  13th  ultimo,  sent  to  Lieutenants  Gushing  and  Lam- 
son  that  day  and  night,  these  views  were  expressed  by  me  to  be  com 
municated  to  you.  Your  theory  therefore  that  this  conviction  was  the 
result  of  the  rough  handling  the  boats  received  in  fighting  the  enemy's 
earthworks  on  the  14th  falls  to  the  ground.  It  was  my  manifest  duty  to 
let  you  know  that  the  Navy  had  not  the  means  to  make  the  military 
defense  expected  of  it.  Had  I  undertaken  the  defense  imposed  without 
a  word  of  warning  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  naval  means  as  a  substi 
tute  for  military  defense  to  protect  your  rear  from  a  real  attempt  by 
the  enemy  to  cross  the  Nansemond  Greek,  the  failure  that  must  have 
ensued,  so  disastrous  to  the  army  and  nation,  would  have  been  charged 
upon  the  Navy.  I  did  send  Fleet  Captain  Grosby  to  Suffolk  on  the  19th 
to  withdraw  the  boats  if  practicable  from  the  Upper  Nansemond. 

The  situation  was  this  :  You  had  been  largely  re-enforced,  and  had 
a  gallant  army,  22,000  strong,  at  Suffolk.  You  had  just  erected  earth 
works  and  rifle-pits  along  the  right  bank  of  the  Nansemond  suitable  to 
its  defense.  The  enemy  had  made  no  attempt  to  cross  Nansemond 
Greek,  the  blockade  of  which  he  had  established.  His  earthwork  at 
West  Branch,  which  commanded  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  Nausemond 
Greek,  had  cut  off  the  communications  of  the  gunboats  whilst  yours  were 
open ;  had  thoroughly  disabled  one  and  seriously  damaged  three  other 
boats,  besides  killing  and  wounding  a  large  proportion  of  their  small 
crews.  The  enemy's  rifle-pits  and  artillery  on  the  left  flank  were  a  se 
rious  annoyance  to  the  boats  but  did  not  seem  to  threaten  the  safety 
of  the  post.  Your  detachments  had  twice  failed  to  support  Lieutenant 
Lam  son  and  capture  this  battery  and  raise  the  blockade  (which  was 
afterwards  so  easily  done),  and  our  transports  and  tenders  were  sus 
taining  in  an  unequal  and  unnecessary  contest  with  the  enemy's  earth 
works  much  damage.  Nevertheless,  when  you  that  day  (the  19th)  by 
telegraph  desired  the  retention  of  the  gunboats  in  the  Upper  Nanse 
mond  I  promptly  replied  by  telegraph  and  directed  Lieutenant  Lamson 
through  you  to  remain  with  the  boats.  You  most  unfairly  omit  this 
from  your  statement  of  the  case  and  go  on  to  charge  me  with  having 
withdrawn  the  gunboats,  when  the  fact  is  I  gave  no  such  orders  to  do 
so  after  the  one  I  just  revoked  at  your  instance  and  through  you. 

Gn  the  20th  you  ordered  this  earthwork,  which  our  troops  had  held 
under  the  cross-fire  of  the  gunboats  and  had  greatly  strengthened,  to 
be  abandoned.  Lieutenant  Lamson  reported  to  me  that  this  evacuation, 
earnestly  opposed  by  him,  obliged  him  to  withdraw  the  boats  from  the 
Upper  to  the  Lower  Nansemond  from  just  above  to  just  below  the  bar, 
under  West  Branch  Battery  and  commanded  by  it  a  distance  of  half  or 
three-quarters  of  a  mile.  Thus  your  orders  and  not  mine  occasioned 
the  withdrawal  of  the  gunboats.  In  your  communication  of  the  21st 
you  admit  your  ability  to  hold  the  Nansemond  without  the  boats. 
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Your  reference  to  what  you  term  Longs  treet's  "  present  campaign/'  as 
occasioned  by  his  reoccupation  over  two  months  since  without  interrup 
tion  of  Fort  Powhatan,  thus  u  establishing  most  firmly  his  left  flank  on 
James  River,"  is  scarcely  intelligible.  Fort  Powhatan  is  50  miles  in  an 
air  line  from  Suffolk,  whilst  the  enemy  have  been  permitted  to  occupy 
for  the  last  half  year  the  line  of  the  Blackwater  immediately  in  front  of 
Suffolk  and  less  than  half  way  in  the  general  direction  of  Fort  Powhatan. 
Of  course  it  was  easy  enough  for  them  to  reoccupy  their  fort  in  their  rear. 

It  may  instruct  you  to  know  that  as  soon  as  I  learned  from  Colonel 
Ludlow  that  the  enemy  had  reoccupied  and  was  strengthening  Fort 
Powhatan,  a  military  act  performed  within  the  military  lines  of  this 
military  department,  without  waiting  for  General  Dix  to  ask  me  for  naval 
co-operation  I  promptly  called  on  and  conferred  with  him  on  the  subject, 
and  received  his  assurance  that  he  could  not  act,  as  the  enemy  was  on 
the  Blackwater  in  greater  strength  than  he  had.  It  was  obvious  from 
the  failure  from  want  of  military  co-operation  in  the  attack  on  Fort 
Darling,  with  an  iron-clad  and  gunboat  force  quite  equal  to  that  at  my 
command,  that  I  could  not  without  military  co-operation  prevent  the 
enemy  from  holding  and  extending  a  fort  on  his  river  front  when  he 
held  in  force  undisputed  military  possession  of  the  country  around  it. 
Eespectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


YORKTOWN,  VA.,  May  7, 1863. 

(Received  8.55  a.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK,  General-in-Chief: 

I  am  on  my  way  to  West  Point,  where  all  the  troops  must  have  ar 
rived  with  the  exception  of  a  battery  which  has  been  delayed  for  trans 
portation  and  which  will  be  there  before  night.  They  would  have  gone 
up  last  night  but  for  the  weather,  which  was  too  rough  for  some  of  the 
small  transports.  General  Keyes  and  General  Gordon  are  with  them. 
I  ordered  the  small  cavalry  force  with  the  expedition  to  be  sent,  as  soon 
as  landed,  to  the  White  House  to  try  and  destroy  the  railroad  bridge. 
Colonel  Davis,  who  led  the  cavalry  raid  to  the  neighborhood  of  Rich 
mond,  arrived  at  Gloucester  Point  yesterday.  Generals  Jenkins,  Davis, 
and  Wilcox  are  on  the  Blackwater,  with  their  headquarters  at  Franklin. 
We  have  not  yet  heard  what  force  is  at  Zuni  and  Ivor,  but  hope  to  learn 
to-day.  None  of  Longstreet's  force  could  well  have  been  at  Fredericks- 
burg  on  Sunday.  It  may  be  now,  but  if  so,  by  forced  marches,  the  rail 
road  communication  having  been  broken. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 

UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  May  7,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.^  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 
GENERAL:  I  have  directed  Lieutenant-Commander  Gillis  to  detail 
the  United  States  steamers  Morse  and  Mystic  to  give  all  possible  assist 
ance  in  respect  to  your  proposed  occupation  of  West  Point. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral. 
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YORKTOWN,  VA.,  May  7,  1863. 
(Keceived  9.35  a.  m.,  May  8,  18G3.) 

Maj.  GGD.  II.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief  : 

I  ordered  a  reconnaissance  up  the  Peninsula,  above  Williamsburg, 
yesterday.  The  enemy  have  withdrawn  from  Diascund  Bridge,  15  miles 
above,  where  they  had  2,000  men,  and  crossed  the  Chickahoniiuy.  They 
have  doubtless  gone  to  Richmond. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


SUFFOLK,  May  7, 18G3. 
Maj  or- General  DIX: 

Have  ordered  a  court  of  inquiry  in  the  Corcoran-Kimball  affair. 
Generals  Jenkins,  Davis,  and  Wilcox  have  the  Lower  Blackwater, 
headquarters  at  Franklin,  with  a  full  division.  What  is  above  at  Black- 
water  Bridge,  Zuni,  and  Ivor  I  am  not  advised,  but  probably  one  of 
Hill's  divisions.  All  the  people  outside  state  that  the  generals  told 
them  the  army  would  remain  all  summer,  and  raising  crops  was  out  of 
the  question  near  the  lines. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  May  7, 1863. 
Major-General  KEYES, 

Commanding,  Yorktown : 

The  batteries  are  on  board  the  John  Eice  ;  the  spades  and  pickaxes 
on  board  a  tug  towing  a  float  for  a  temporary  wharf;  materials  and 
workmen  for  repairing  the  old  wharf  accompany  the  expedition,  with 
25,000  rations,  forage,  &c. 

Everything  lias  been  provided  for.  Push  on  the  moment  the  trans 
ports  arrive.  Land  and  send  your  cavalry  out  at  once  to  destroy  the 
railroad  bridge  over  the  Pamunkey  at  White  House.  They  should 
move  rapidly,  but  circumspectly,  as  there  may  be  enemy's  troops  after 
the  dispersed  Illinois  cavalry.  The  Spauldiug,  with  General  Gordon, 
will  be  behind.  Do  not  wait  for  her  5  she  is  faster  than  some  of  the 
other  transports  and  will  overtake  you. 

You  should  leave  Yorktown  by  8  o'clock  if  possible. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 


FORTRESS  MONROE,  VA.,  May  7, 18G3. 
Major-General  KEYES  : 

Commanding,  Yorktown  : 

Five  thousand  infantry  have  gone,  besides  the  batteries.  I  fear  one 
of  the  latter  will  not  be  up  till  3  p.  m.  You  had  better  push  on  the 
moment  the  infantry  gets  up. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 
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FORT  MONROE,  May  7, 1863. 
General  GORDON,  Yorktoicn: 

(To  be  sent  on  board  the  Spaulding  the  moment  she  arrives.) 
The  cavalry  will  have  gone  ere  you  reach  Yorktown.  Push  on  to  your 
destination.  General  Keyes  has  gone  on  to  send  off  the  cavalry  at  once 
to  destroy  the  railroad  bridge  of  which  I  spoke,  and  will  see  to  the 
landing  till  you  arrive.  He  will  command  the  movement  at  present.  I 
hope  to  be  up  by  3  p.  m.  After  you  left  I  found  it  was  necessary  to 
push  up  rapidly.  A  float  for  temporary  wharf,  materials  for  repairing 
the  old  one,  intrenching  tools,  and  all  necessary  supplies  have  gone.  I 
am  fyrsious  that  you  should  reach  the  point  of  landing  as  soon  as  the 
raafcfl  of  your  division. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

YORKTOWN,  VA.,  May  7,  1863 — 7  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  II.  W.  HALLECK,  General-in-Chief: 

The  forces  sent  up  the  York  Eiver  this  morning  have  effected  a  laud 
ing  at  West  Point  without  opposition.  No  appearance  of  any  enemy  in 
that  quarter. 

EUFUS  KING, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Post. 


WEST  POINT,  VA.,  May  7,  1863—7  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK,  General-in-Chief. 

Our  troops  are  all  landed  and  in  position.  A  small  party  of  rebel 
cavalry  was  found  here.  We  took  5  prisoners  and  lost  1  of  our  lieuten 
ants,  killed.  On  one  of  the  prisoners  found  Eichmond  papers  this  morn 
ing.  Eailroad  communication  between  Frederick sburg  and  Eichmoud 
wns  re-established  yesterday  (6th),  a  train  of  wounded  having  arrived  at 
Eichmond  from  Guiney's  Station,  12  miles  from  Frederick  sburg.  They 
acknowledge  a  loss  of  7,000  or  8,000.  It  is  officially  stated  that  General 
Hooker  is  at  United  States  Ford,  holding  a  strong  position,  well  in 
trenched,  and  receiving  heavy  re-enforcements.  General  McGowan  is 
reported  severely  wounded.  Generals  Hill  and  Heth  are  on  duty  again. 
Ninety-two  of  Colonel  Davis'  (Stoneman's)  cavalry  are  with  him  at  Glou 
cester.  Dispatch  from  Tullahoma  (5th),  says  that  General  Forrest  has 
captured  1,600  Yankees  near  Eome,  Ga.,  arms,  horses,  &c. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


YORKTOWN,  VA.,  May  7, 1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  STANTON,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Colonel  Kilpatrick,  with  the  Harris  Light  Cavalry  and  Twelfth  Illinois 
Cavalry,  have  just  arrived  at  Gloucester  Point,  having  accomplished 
the  object  of  their  mission  fully  and  most  gallantly.  They  pursued  the 
enemy  to  within  3  miles  of  Eichmond,  and  destroyed  a  large  amount  of 
property  and  bridges.  General  Dix  and  General  Keyes  left  this  morn 
ing  for  West  Point. 

EUFUS  KING, 
Brigadier-  General. 
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HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

On  flie  York  River,  above  Yorktown,  May  8.  1863 — 10  a.  m. 
Major-General  HALLECK,  General-in-Chief: 

I  received  your  dispatch  of  the  Gth  at  2  o'clock  this  morning.  The 
rapidity  of  rny  movements  had,  as  you  were  advised,  anticipated  it. 
But  I  will  hold  my  transportation  subject  to  your  orders,  and  no  incon 
venience  can  result,  as  the  troops  can  move  more  rapidly  from  their 
present  position  than  from  Suffolk  if  they  are  needed  on  the  Rappa- 
Iiannock  or  even  on  the  James  Eiver. 

The  enemy  left  Suffolk  Sunday  night.  Our  troops  were  in  pursuit  on 
Monday.  On  Monday  night  I  ordered  the  movement  agreed  on.  The 
troops  were  thrown  across  the  railroad  to  Norfolk  and  embarked,  and 
had  reached  Fort  Monroe  on  Wednesday  morning,  with  the  exception 
of  two  batteries  which  marched.  Wednesday  we  were  detained  by 
a  heavy  blow.  On  Thursday  the  troops  were  pushed  up  to  West  Point, 
the  wharf  repaired,  and  they  were  in  position  and  partially  intrenched 
before  dark.  I  sent  up  materials  for  repairing  the  wharf  and  intrench 
ing  tools  with  the  expedition.  Nothing  was  omitted.  Brigadier-Gen 
eral  Gordon  was  in  command  of  the  troops  before  Wednesday  night.  I 
ordered  Major-General  Keyes  to  take  100  cavalry — all  he  could  spare — 
and  go  up  himself.  He  conducted  the  landing  with  good  judgment 
and  great  promptness,  and  I  joined  him  with  Major  Stewart,  my  chief 
engineer,  before  the  landing  was  completed  and  shortly  after  he  and 
General  Gordon  had  commenced  putting  the  troops  in  position  1J  miles 
from  the  wharf  on  a  well-chosen  and  very  defensible  line. 

The  cavalry,  under  Major  Hall,  of  the  Sixth  New  York,  agreeably  to 
my  previous  order,  pushed  on  at  once  to  White  House  and  destroyed 
the  railroad  bridge  over  the  Pamunkey,  in  the  night,  under  fire  from  the 
opposite  side.  It  was  very  dark,  and  none  of  his  party  were  injured. 
The  movement  was  so  prompt  that  he  was  only  five  minutes  behind  the 

messenger,  who  arrived  at  the  White  House  from  the at  West  Point 

with  the  information  of  cur  landing.  On  his  return  he  encountered 
and  captured  a  party  escorting  Lieutenant  Estes,  aide  to  Colonel  Kil- 
patrick,  and  20  of  his  men  to  Kichniond.  Lieutenant  Estes  had  pre 
viously,  with  his  small  party,  captured  and  paroled  3  officers  and  about 
20  men,  but  had  been  surrounded  by  the  militia,  which  had  turned  out 
en  masse. 

Major  Hall  deserves  great/ praise  for  his  promptitude  and  gallantry. 
Lieutenant  Estes  will  make  a  written  report  to  his  proper  commander. 
He  refused  a  parole  for  himself  and  men  when  captured.  Colonel  Kil- 
patrick  has  arrived  with  700  men  at  Gloucester  Point,  400  of  his  own 
and  300  of  Colonel  Davis'  Illinois  regiment.  He  says  none  of  Long- 
street's  men  had  left  Richmond  on  Sunday  morning.  The  colonel  capt 
ured  an  aide  of  General  Winder  within  the  fortifications,  3  miles  from 
Eichmond.  He  does  not  believe  the  railroad  connection  to  Fredericks- 
burg  was  re-established  on  Wednesday. 

I  have  5,000  infantry,  two  batteries,  and  100  cavalry  at  West  Point. 
I  am,  very  respectful^,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 


YORKTOWN,  May  8,  1803. 
Lieut.  Col.  Louis  H.  PELOUZE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

I  am  at  this  place  with  my  staff  and  only  one  regiment  of  my  brigade; 
the  other  two  regiments  are  with  General  Gregg's  division.    I  expected 
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after  destroying  the  bridges  near  Richmond  to  return  to  General  Stone- 
man's  headquarters,  but  was  forced  to  seek  safety  within  your  lines.  I 
am  here  with  my  entire  staff  and  without  a  command.  I  respectfully 
ask  for  instructions. 

J.  KILPATRICK, 
Col.  Comdg.  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Cavalry  Corps. 


YORKTOWN,  VA.,  May  8,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLE  OK, 

General-in-  Chief  : 

Colonel  Kilpatrick,  with  his  regiment  (the  Harris  Light  Cavalry)  and 
the  rest  of  the  Illinois  Twelfth,  has  just  arrived  at  Gloucester  Point, 
opposite  this  fort.  They  burned  the  bridges  over  the  Chickahominy  ; 
destroyed  three  large  trains  of  provisions  in  the  rear  of  Lee's  army; 
drove  in  the  rebel  pickets  to  within  2  miles  of  Richmond,  and  have  lost 
only  1  lieutenant  and  30  men,  having  captured  and  paroled  upward  of 
300  prisoners.  Among  the  prisoners  was  an  aide  to  General  Winder, 
who  was  captured  with  his  escort  far  within  the  intrenchnients  outside 
of  Richmond.  This  cavalry  have  marched  nearly  200  miles  since  the  3d 
of  May ;  were  inside  of  the  fortifications  of  Richmond  on  the  4th ;  burned 
all  the  stores  at  Aylett's  Station,  on  the  Mattapony,  on  the  5th ;  de 
stroyed  all  the  ferries  over  the  Pamunkey  and  Mattapony  and  a  large 
commissary  depot  near  and  above  Tappahannock,  and  came  here  in  good 
condition.  They  deserve  great  credit  for  what  they  have  done.  It  is 
one  of  the  finest  feats  of  the  war. 

RUFUS  KING, 
Brigadier-  General. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 

May  8,  18G3. 
General  RUFUS  KING,  Yorldown  : 

Thanks  for  your  telegram.  Please  give  me  any  further  information 
you  have.  We  are  all  anxious  to  hear  from  the  gallant  officers  and  sol 
diers  who  have  performed  an  achievement  unsurpassed  for  daring  and 
success.  Give  my  congratulations  and  compliments  to  them. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 


YORKTOWN,  VA.,  May  8,  18G3— 12  p.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

Your  dispatch  of  this  day  has  been  received,  and  will  be  communi 
cated  in  general  orders  to  the  Harris  Light  Cavalry  and  the  Twelfth 
Illinois  to-morrow.  The  officers  and  men  will  be  rejoiced  to  know  that 
their  brilliant  exploit  is  fully  appreciated  at  headquarters.  They  are  in 
good  condition,  and  after  a  day's  rest  will  be  fit,  as  they  are  anxious,  for 
further  active  service.  All  quiet  on  our  front  and  nothing  new  here. 

RUFUS  KING, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
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WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  May '8,  1803 — 4  p.  m. 
Major-General  Dix,  fort  Monroe,  Va. : 

Your  movement  is  all  right.     Hold  on  to  what  you  have  got.    I  only 
wished  delay  for  General  Hooker. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  May  8,  18G3. 
Major-General  Dix: 

I  see  by  the  papers  that  the  Eichmoud  press  states  that  Long-street's 
troops  were  not  with  Lee;  only  Longstreet  in  person.  This  I  appre 
hend  is  the  true  version. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


WASHINGTON,  D.  0.,  May  8, 18G3. 
Major-General  Dix, 

(For  General  Foster,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.} : 

General  Foster  at  the  present  time  should  not  be  absent  from  his 
command.  Moreover  no  interview  can  now  give  him  re-enforcements 
by  any  possibility. 

IT.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  May  8,  1863. 
Major-General  HOOKER,  Falmouth,  Va. : 

General  Dix  had  moved  his  troops  before  he  received  my  order  to 
suspend  his  operations,  and  probably  occupied  West  Point  in  force  yes 
terday. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-ill-  Chief. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Neicport  News,  May  8,  18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Comdg.  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe.  Va.: 

GENERAL  :  On  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant  I  proposed  to  you  a 
joint  expedition  against  Fort  Powhatan,  Petersburg,  and  Eichmoud. 
This  was  in  consequence  of  information  that  the  enemy  had  left  Suf 
folk  ;  that  General  Hooker  was  between  Eichmoud  and  the  rebel  army 
at  Frederick  sburg,  and  that  you  had  30,000  troops  here.  Your  reply, 
dated  May  5,  received  on  the  Gth  instant,  gives  your  reasons  for  not 
being  able  to  co-operate  in  the  proposed  movement.  In  this  reply  you 
remark  : 

You  will  remember  that  I  called  your  attention,  in  an  interview  with  you  several 
weeks  ago,  to  the  fact  that  the  enemy  were  at  work  at  Fort  Powhatan,  and  expressed 
an  earnest  desire  that  some  of  your  gunboats  should  drive  him  away  before  any  guns 
were  mounted.  My  last  advices  are  that  he  is  now  occupying  it  with  considerable 
force. 
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This  statement  I  ain  sorry  to  say  is  extremely  inaccurate  and  injuri 
ous  to  me.  You  seem  to  have  overlooked  my  correct  statement  of  this 
matter  in  another  communication  to  you  of  the  4th  instant,  to  which 
you  promised  in  another  communication  of  the  5th  instant  to  reply 
"  when  relieved  from  the  pressure  of  (your)  present  very  urgent  duties." 

On  Wednesday,  the  18th  of  March,  Colonel  Ludlow,  returning  with  a 
flag  of  truce  from  City  Point,  in  a  note  dated  Tuesday,  informed  me 
that  the  "rebels  are  very  much  strengthening  tkeir  works  at  Old  Fort 
Powhatan  and  seem  to  have  a  large  force  in  garrison  there."  .Notwith 
standing  this  reoccupation  was  a  military  act  performed  within  the 
military  lines  of  your  department,  I  did  not  wait  for  you  to  call  on  me 
for  co-operation,  but  went  to  see  you  the  next  day  on  the  subject.  You 
stated  that  the  enemy  was  already  on  this  side  of  the  Blackwater  with 
28,000  men,  a  larger  force  than  yours,  and  that  you  could  not  act  in  the 
matter.  You  showed  me  the  position  of  Fort  Powhatan  (not  laid  down 
on  my  chart)  about  10  miles  from  Harrison's  Point.  You  asked  me, 
with  the  usual  complimentary  opinion  of  the  army  as  to  the  ability  of 
the  gunboats  not  only  to  protect  but  to  take  forts,  if  my  gunboats 
could  not  "shell  them  out.7' 

In  view  of  the  failure  for  want  of  military  co-operation  of  a  better 
iron-clad  and  gunboat  force  than  I  then  had  to  "  shell  them  out"  of 
Fort  Darling,  I  explained  to  you  why  your  suggestion  was  impracticable 
and  left  you,  as  I  supposed,  satisfied  on  that  point. 

This  occurred  seven  instead  of  several  weeks  ago,  nor  did  I  then  un 
derstand  you  as  "expressing  an  earnest  desire  that  some  of  our  gun 
boats  should  drive  him  away  before  any  guns  were  mounted,"  for  the 
reason  that,  with  the  facts  then  fresh  in  your  memory,  you  knew  as  well 
as  I  did  from  Colonel  Ludlow's  report  of  the  previous  day  that  the  en 
emy  had  a  large  force  in  garrison  there,  and  you  could  not  possibly 
have  supposed  that  he  would  have  garrisoned  his  fort  with  a  large  force 
when  it  was  without  guns. 

I  trust,  general,  there  can  be  no  settled  purpose  to  do  me  injustice, 
and  therefore  ask  you  to  correct  this  error. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  2V.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


SUFFOLK,  May  9, 18G3. 
General  Dix : 

From  all  the  information  I  can  get,  about  two  divisions  are  on  the 
Blackwater.  Spear  is  very  sick.  When  he  recovers  I  shall  feel  of 
something. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


YORKTOWN,  May  9,  1803. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix: 

General  Gregg  was  ordered  to  destroy  the  bridges  referred  to.  I  only 
burned  those  over  the  Chickahominy.  I  do  not  know  that  he  succeeded, 
but  was  told  by  prisoners  that  he  did. 

J.  KILPATBICK, 

Colonel,  &c. 
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WASHINGTON,  IX  C.,  May  9, 1863. 
Major- General  FOSTER,  New  Berne,  N.  C.  : 

GENERAL  :  Your  report,  dated  April  30,  of  the  defense  of  Washing 
ton  is  just  received.  Both  the  President  and  Secretary  of  War  have 
spoken  in  the  highest  praise  of  the  gallantry  of  yourself  and  your  troops 
in  the  defense  of  Washington  against  the  superior  forces  of  the  enemy. 
It  will  rank  among  the  most  glorious  operations  of  the  war. 

I  have  also  just  received  your  letters  of  the  5th  instant  asking  for  re- 
enforcements.  I  regret  it  is  at  present  utterly  impossible  to  give  you 
any.  Every  available  man  was  sent  to  Suffolk  and  to  co-operate  with 
General  Hooker.  I  have  the  positive  orders  of  the  President  to  with 
draw  no  troops  at  present  from  General  Hunter's  command.  There  is 
no  other  place  from  which  troops  can  now  be  withdrawn.  As  you 
know,  I  have  from  the  beginning  had  no  hopes  of  success  at  Charles 
ton,  but  the  Navy  insisted  upon  making  the  attack.  It  is  unfortunate 
that  so  many  things  are  undertaken  at  the  same  time;  but  this  I  can 
not  avoid.  I  think  you  will  agree  with  me  that  our  operations  on  the 
Mississippi  River  are  much  more  important  at  the  present  time  than 
any  that  can  be  carried  on  in  North  Carolina. 

In  regard  to  matters  in  Virginia  we  have  our  hands  full.  Troops 
cannot  be  withdrawn  from  there  without  great  danger.  Moreover,  the 
President  directed  some  months  ago  that  no  troops  be  taken  from  Gen 
eral  Hooker's  army.  I  hope  we  may  soon  get  recruits  by  draft.  It 
will  be  made  very  soon ;  but  we  cannot  yet  calculate  positively  upon 
the  result. 

Had  General  Hooker  been  successful  on  the  Eappahannock  it  would 
have  helped  us  very  much  in  carrying  out  the  conscription.  Now  we 
may  possibly  have  some  difficulty;  but  this  will  be  overcome. 

General  Hooker  failed  to  accomplish  his  main  object  on  the  Eappa- 
hanuock  but  he  met  with  no  disaster.  He  believes  the  loss  of  the 
enemy  to  be  much  greater  than  his  own  and  will  immediately  renew 
operations. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  May  10,  1803. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  • 

GENERAL:  The  troops  at  Suffolk  have  been  hard  at  work  demolish 
ing  the  enemy's  works,  which  are  very  substantial  and  extended.  They 
could  not  have  been  constructed  during  the  three  weeks  of  the  invest 
ment  by  less  than  30,000  or  40,000  men.  I  have  ordered  General  Peck 
to  take  up  all  the  rails  on  both  roads  from  the  Blackwater  to  Suffolk 
and  send  them  to  this  fort.  The  enemy  had  already  removed  them  from 
the  first  3  miles  beyond  Suffolk,  on  the  Weldoii  road,  and  had  loosened 
the  spikes  on  6  miles  more,  either  to  carry  them  off  for  use  on  other  roads 
or  to  construct  iron- clad  batteries  in  front  of  ours. 

I  desire  to  present  to  you  some  views  in  regard  to  holding  Suffolk,  and 
ask  your  decision  in  regard  to  them.  Suffolk  is  no  longer  of  any  use  to  us 
as  a  position  for  making  friends  of  the  secessionists.  The  population 
there  and  in  the  surrounding  country  are  bitter  and  implacable.  The  only 
object  in  holding  it  is  to  render  the  inland  connection  with  North  Carolina 
by  the  canals  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  somewhat  more 
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secure.  Is  this  object  of  sufficient  importance  to  warrant  the  cost  and 
the  hazard  of  maintaining  the  position?  The  connection  is  convenient 
during  tbe  months  of  December,  January,  February,  and  March,  when 
the  communication  by  sea  is  liable  to  interruption  by  storms ;  but  dur 
ing  the  other  eight  months  it  is  of  little  importance.  We  only  use  it 
for  dispatches,  a  semi- weekly  mail,  and  for  the  transportation  of  officers, 
and  occasionally  a  few  men.  They  may  as  well  go  outside.  It  does  not 
follow  that  we  shall  lose  this  connection  by  withdrawing  from  Suffolk, 
but  we  shall  make  it  less  secure.  Suffolk  is  strong  with  a  large  force, 
and  very  weak  with  a  small  one.  In  the  face  of  an  enemy  it  is  impos 
sible  to  fall  back  on  Norfolk.  It  must  be  held  at  all  hazards.  We  have 
over  one  hundred  guns  there.  Its  capture  would  be  the  greatest  dis 
aster  of  the  war.  It  has  a  very  narrow  river  running  back  7  miles  to 
the  rear,  always  endangering  the  loss  of  our  communication  with  our 
supplies.  The  enemy  can  approach  it  rapidly  by  two  railroads.  It  can 
never  be  safely  leffc  without  15,000  men,  and  if  invested  by  a  large  force 
it  must  have  25,000. 

The  line  of  Deep  Creek  is  8  miles  from  Norfolk.  It  is  a  better  line 
in  all  respects.  The  communication  with  the  rear  cannot  well  be  cut. 
It  will  always  be  possible,  even  in  the  face  of  an  enemy,  to  fall  back  on 
Norfolk.  It  can  be  defended  by  10,000  men.  There  is  but  one  objec 
tion  to  the  change — the  moral  effect.  We  fall  back  12  miles ;  but  on 
the  other  hand  we  advance  40  on  the  York  Eiver  and  place  ourselves 
at  West  Point,  within  35  miles  of  Eichmond.  By  occupying  the  line  of 
Deep  Creek  we  should  save  from  10,000  to  15,000  troops,  and  the  trans 
portation  of  supplies  up  the  Nansemond,  and  gain  a  more  secure  position. 
The  change  can  be  made  now  while  the  great  body  of  the  enemy  is 
away.  It  will  be  impossible  when  he  returns.  If  the  change  should  be 
approved,  I  should  place  General  Peck  in  command  of  the  new  line  and 
make  him  Military  Governor  of  Norfolk,  where  his  vigilance  and  prompti 
tude  would  be  of  great  advantage,  sending  General  Viele  into  the  field. 
I  should  also  take  up  the  rails  on  both  roads  between  Suffolk  and  Deep 
Creek  and  deprive  the  enemy  of  the  power  of  using  them  either  for  roads 
or  for  constructing  iron  batteries. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 

[Indorsements.] 

MAY  14,  18G3. 

Respectfully  referred  to  General  Totten,  Chief  Engineer,  General  Bar 
nard,  and  General  Culluni  for  the  expression  of  their  views  in  regard  to 
General  Dix's  general  plan. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.,  May  14, 18C3. 

We  concur  in  the  general  views  of  General  Dix  respecting  the  aban 
donment  of  Suffolk,  Va.,  the  determination  of  the  strength  and  direc 
tion  of  the  new  line  of  defense  at  Deep  Creek  being  left  to  General  Dix 
and  his  engineers. 

J.  G.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier-  General,  Chief  of  Engineers. 
J.  G.  BAENAED, 

Brigadier-  General,  &c. 
GEO.  W.  CULLUM, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Engineers  and  Brigadier-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  OUTPOSTS, 
Camp  Fifty-eighth  Rcyt.  Pa.  Vols.,  May  10,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant- Adjutant  General,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps  : 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  have  occupied  the 
line  of  Core  Creek  in  greater  force  than  heretofore,  how  great  I  have 
not  yet  ascertained.  They  made  a  reconnaissance  this  side  the  Dover- 
road"  bridge  on  Thursday  with  a  troop  of  cavalry  (of  the  Sixty-third 
North  Carolina)  and  some  infantry.  They  have  leveled  the  works  I 
had  commenced  this  side  the  bridge  (at  Dover-road  Crossing),  and  have 
erected  field  works  with  two  embrasures  beyond  the  creek.  Also  the 
bridge  itself  seems  to  have  had  additional  work  on  it  since  we  retired. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  EIGHTER  JONES. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  May  11,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Comdg.  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe  : 

GENERAL:  In  the  communication  from  you  dated  the  5th  and  re 
ceived  the  7 tli  instant  you  state  your  expectation  that  the  siege  of  Suf 
folk  will  be  renewed. 

Soon  after  assuming  this  command  I  had  the  honor  to  propose  to  you 
that  all  the  abandoned  rebel  earthworks  within  your  lines  should  be 
razed.  Standing  as  they  do,  hardened  by  age,  they  tempt  the  reoccupa- 
tion  by  the  enemy,  to  whom  it  would  be  but  the  work  of  a  night  to  re- 
occupy  them,  to  mount  and  casemate  guns  enough  to  command  the 
channel,  and  cut  off  the  communications  of  the  gunboats. 

Last  fall  Commodore  Livingston,  at  my  suggestion,  leveled  the  work 
at  Helena  which  commands  the  navy -yard. 

I  respectfully  suggest  to  you  that  it  would  be  of  great  advantage  to 
naval  operations  if  you  would  have  the  abandoned  rebel  earthworks  on 
the  Lower  Nanscmond,  Elizabeth  Eiver,  and  at  SewelPs  Point  thoroughly 
leveled,  excepting,  of  course,  such  as  you  may  deem  necessary  for  mili 
tary  purposes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 

Aclg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Department  of  North  Carolina,  May  11,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Commander -in- Chief  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  tele 
gram  of  the  8 tli  instant. 

I  beg  leave  to  say  that  it  was  not  mainly  to  obtain  re-enforcements 
that  I  wished  to  see  you,  although  I  desire  above  all  things,  as  I  am 
free  to  confess,  the  return  of  the  brave  men  whom  I  took  from  this  de- 
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partment  to  that  of  the  South,  and  who  are  there  subject  to  mortifica 
tion  and  discomfort  and  a  situation  apparently  of  no  benefit  to  the 
public  service. 

My  object  related  to  contingencies  that  might  arise  (and  which  have 
now  arisen)  and  what  should  be  my  action  under  the  circumstances.  I 
am  pleased,  personally,  that  the  trip  will  not  now  be  needed,  and  that 
I  can  now  give  my  whole  attention  to  the  necessary  preparation.  I 
have  made  up  my  mind  to  meet  the  enemy  at  every  point  and  to  con 
test  every  step  so  obstinately  that  its  attainment  will  be  made  by  him 
with  sorrow.  I  have  no  fears  of  any  disaster  in  this  department  (and 
with  3,000  more  men  I  could  obtain  a  small  victory),  but  I  beg  you  to 
believe  that  whatever  efforts  may  be  made  against  us  we  will  try  to  give 
you  a  satisfactory  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEB, 

Major- General,  Commanding, 


YORKTOWN,  May  11,  [18C3.] 
Major- General  Dix : 

lam  just  down  from  West  Point.  The  works  there  are  now  strong 
in  front,  and  I  left  General  Gordon  at  work  on  batteries  near  the  Point, 
where  at  least  four  20-po under  Parrotts  are  necessary,  and  if  you  can 
send  back  all  that  were  taken  from  here  I  can  supply  them.  What  I 
shall  recommend  for  the  positions  under  my  immediate  command  will 
depend  in  a  great  degree  on  the  condition  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
which  I  do  not  know. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major-  General. 

SUFFOLK,  May  12, 18G3. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Line  from  Bowers'  to  Southern  Branch  that  is  shortest  and  offers  an 
impassable  flank  rests  upon  the  arm  of  the  Branch  near  Hodge's,  on 
Martin's  place.  By  Heine's  map,  7  miles  of  Deep  Creek  would  be 
thrown  out,  as  well  as  approaches  along  Dismal  Canal.  Deep  Creek  is 
narrow  and  would  have  to  be  guarded.  Please  look  particularly.  Five 
miles  difference,  which  is  very  great. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  May  13, 18C3. 
Hon.  E.  M.  STANTON  : 

I  send  you  by  this  evening's  mail  two  Charleston  papers  of  the  9th 
and  llth,  handed  to  me  by  the  captain  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's 
steamship  Kinaldo,  just  arrived  from  that  city  in  forty-five  hours.  No 
news  except  the  death  of  Stonewall  Jackson,  telegraphed  from  Kich- 
moud  on  Monday.  News  from  Vicksburg  to  the  9th.  Landing  of 
Federal  troops  at  Young's  Point  is  announced. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 
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HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  EIGHTEENTH  A.  0., 

New  Berne,  N.  €.,  May  13,  1863. 
Eear-Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Va.  : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tlie  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
May  1,  repeating  some  of  your  views  on  the  subject  of  posts  on  the 
Sounds  in  this  department,  and,  as  always,  your  views  claim  my  care 
ful  consideration. 

In,  as  it  were,  a  joint  department  like  this  it  is  a  matter  of  discrimina 
tion  what  points  to  hold  as  of  greater  benefit  to  both  arms  of  the  serv 
ice.  The  points  on  the  coast  are  of  course  equally  important  for  all  par 
ties.  Eoanoke  Island  is  of  great  advantage  to  us  as  a  strategical  point; 
would  be  to  the  enemy.  If  the  island  were  abandoned  and  the  works 
were  razed  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  would  be  occupied  by  the  enemy 
via  Nag's  Head  and  across  Eoanoke  Channel.  At  this  point,  from  the 
shallowness  of  the  water,  gunboats  could  not  prevent  the  occupancy 
and  could  not  prevent  the  erection  of  batteries,  even  were  it  known  that 
it  would  be  attempted ;  whereas  that  position  could  be  held  by  a  small 
force  on  the  island  against  a  large  one  crossing. 

Experience  has  shown  us  the  facility  with  which  sand  batteries  can 
be  erected,  and  also  proved  that  their  power  of  withstanding  fire  is 
greater  than  stone.  It  would  require  but  a  few  weeks  to  again  fortify 
Eoanoke  Island  (should  the  enemy  have  it),  and  probably  the  taking  of 
it  has  shown  them  the  falsity  of  their  previous  line  of  defense;  and  I 
believe  the  division  might  lose  more  men  than  were  withdrawn  from 
my  force  as  garrisons. 

As  to  Washington  and  Plymouth  my  views  were  given  in  my  letter 
of  the  22d  ultimo.  While  I  have  force  sufficient  it  seems  to  me  impor 
tant  to  hold  the  rich  grain-growing  counties  lying  in  the  pockets  held 
by  these  towns,  and  also  as  strategical  points  for  harassing  the  enemy 
so  long  as  I  have  force  sufficient  for  any  offensive  movements  ;  but  such 
may  not  be  the  case  long. 

Again,  if  the  enemy  should  construct  gunboats  up  the  Tar  and  Eoan 
oke  Elvers  they  probably  could  not  be  made  sufficiently  formidable  to 
defeat  the  naval  forces  at  Washington  and  Plymouth ;  the  naval  as  well 
as  land  batteries  could  assist  in  the  defense.  It  is  not  likely,  however, 
that  naval  vessels  crossing  through  the  Sounds  would  be  in  force  equal 
to  encounter  the  combined  forces  at  Washington  and  Plymouth,  in 
which  case  (the  enemy  always  being  in  a  position  to  make  concerted 
movements)  a  concentration  of  the  vessels  from  several  might  be  made 
for  attacking  detached  vessels,  in  which  case  the  result  might  be 
disastrous.  Of  these  probabilities  you  of  course  are  the  best  judge. 
But  merely  in  accordance  with  our  mutual  desire  to  exchange  ideas  for 
the  general  good  I  give  it  as  my  opinion  that  were  the  towns  of  Wash 
ington  and  Plymouth  abandoned  the  mouths  of  the  rivers  so  situated 
would  be  the  right  and  best  places  for  the  guard-boats,  and  that  the 
presence  of  the  assistance  on  land  would  necessitate  the  presence  of  a 
large  naval  force  to  be  as  effective  as  the  present  guarding  force. 

Would  the  class  of  boats  in  service  here  be  of  much  use  in  outside 
service  ? 

I  inclose  herein  a  slip  cut  from,  a  Ealeigh  paper,  which  shows  the 
views  held  by  the  enemy  upon  the  subject  of  our  abandonment  of  the 
counties  of  Albemarle,  the  advantage  gained  by  them  of  food,  &c. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS  OUTPOSTS, 
Camp  Fifty-eighth  Regt.  Pennsylvania  Vols.,  May  13,  1SG3» 

Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  civilian  who  came  down  the 
Neuse  road  yesterday  informs  me  that  he  found  no  posts  at  Core  Creek, 
and  has  been  told  that  there  are  none  this  side  of  Moseley  Creek.  Also 
the  sergeant  in  charge  of  my  daily  patrol  informs  me  that  a  man  who 
came  down  the  Dover  road  stated  to  him  that  there  are  no  Confederate 
troops  this  side  of  Gum  Swamp.  These  reports  I  shall  endeavor  to 
verify  in  the  course  of  the  day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  RICHTEPv  JONES, 
Colonel  Fifty-eighth  Regiment,  Commanding  Outposts. 


SUFFOLK,  May  14, 18G3. 
Major-General  Dix : 

Major  Wentz  thought  he  would  be  ready  on  Monday  evening.  Yes 
terday  he  said  he  would  be  at  Carrsville  before  sunset.  Colonel  Foster 
went  yesterday,  and  writes  that  the  train  is  not  through.  He  decided 
to  try  that  road  first  after  examination.  Time  is  precious,  but  I  hope 
we  shall  succeed.  After  taking  up  several  miles  he  might  change  roads. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


HDQRS.  DEFT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe j  Va.,  May  14,  1803. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  D.  KEYES, 

Commanding,  YorJctown : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  forwarded  your  letter  to  the  Adjutant-General, 
and  suggested  that  Major-General  Ord  should  have  a  command  better 
suited  to  his  rank  than  that  of  West  Point,  if  one  can  be  given  to  him. 
But  he  has  behaved  so  handsomely  I  deemed  it  due  to  him  to  suggest 
also  that  his  wishes  should  be  consulted. 

On  the  maturest  consideration  I  have  decided  to  make  West  Point 
an  independent  command.  Your  own  is  a  very  extensive  and  impor 
tant  one,  embracing  Gloucester  Point,  Yorktown,  Williamsburg,  and 
indeed  the  whole  Peninsula.  I  do  not  think  your  attention  should  be 
divided  between  this  command  and  another.  You  need  nothing  but 
troops  to  make  it  the  most  important  in  the  department,  as  it  brings 
you  nearer  to  Richmond  than  any  other  except  West  Point,  and  re 
garding  your  limits  as  now  extended  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  White 
House  you  are  even  nearer.  Should  the  enemy  reappear  at  Diascund 
Bridge  I  will  do  all  I  can  to  afford  you  the  means  of  assailing  him,  as  I 
proposed  more  than  two  months  ago.  It  is  very  doubtful  whether  there 
will  be  an  advance  from  West  Point  with  a  sufficient  force  to  accom 
plish  anything.  If  there  should  be  I  shall  take  the  command  myself. 

You  cannot  doubt  my  desire  to  do  all  in  my  power  to  meet  your 
wishes,  and  also  to  do  justice  to  your  rank.  Circumstances  have  made 
the  command  at  Suffolk  during  the  last  two  mouths  more  important 
than  any  other,  but  events  may  at  any  moment  render  it  necessary  to 
throw  the  principal  part  of  my  force  into  your  own  command.  I  desire 
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under  all  circumstances  that  you  should  retain  it,  and  I  suggest  whether 
now  you  may  not  repeat  Colonel  West's  reconnaissance,  pushing  it 
farther  on. 

I  am  told  there  is  only  a  small  cavalry  force  at  the  White  House. 
The  expedition,  if  you  think  it  advisable,  from  the  information  in  your 
possession,  to  undertake  it,  should  be  organized  under  your  personal 
superintendence. 

I  am.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  MX, 

Major-  General. 


[FORT  MONROE],  May  14,  18G3. 
Major-General  KEYES, 

Commanding,  YorJctown  : 

Your  dispatch  arrived  this  morning  while  I  was  away.  I  wrote  you 
a  few  hours  ago,  stating  that  on  full  reflection  I  had  decided  to  make 
West  Point  an  independent  command. 

I  have  suggested  a  movement  up  the  Peninsula.  Please  make  the 
change  you  desire  in  the  cavalry  and  I  will  endeavor  to  give  it  back  to 
you  in  a  few  days  with  an  addition  of  the  same  arm. 

I  have  forwarded  your  letter  to  the  Adjutant-General,  as  I  have  ex 
plained  in  mine,  which  you  will  receive  to-morrow;  but  I  cannot  concur 
in  your  removal  to  another  department. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  May  14,  1803. 
Actg.  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  : 

ADMIRAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let 
ter  of  the  llth  instant  proposing  that  all  the  rebel  earthworks  within 
my  lines,  except  such  as  are  necessary  for  military  purposes,  should  be 
razed. 

All  the  troops  at  Suffolk  have  been  constantly  occupied  since  the 
retreat  of  the  enemy  in  leveling  his  intrenchments,  which  are  very  ex 
tended  and  solid.  When  this  is  completed  they  will  be  occupied  with 
not  less  urgent  labors  for  the  next  month. 

At  Norfolk  and  Fort  Monroe  I  have  barely  force  enough  for  guard 
duty,  but  I  will  personally  examine  as  soon  as  practicable  all  the 
earthworks  in  this  vicinity  and  meet  your  wishes  as  far  as  I  can.  Eliza 
beth  City  is  in  North  Carolina  and  not  under  my  control. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.,  May  14, 18G3. 
Major-General  DIX: 

The  matter  of  your  letter  of  the  10th  is  approved.    I  write  you  to-day. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 
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WASHINGTON,  May  14,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe  : 

GENERAL:  Your  letter  of  the  10th  is  received.  I  fully  agree  with 
you  that  the  line  of  Deep  Creek  is  much  better  for  the  defense  of  Nor 
folk  than  the  line  of  the  Nansemond.  Suffolk  is  a  most  ill-chosen  posi 
tion  for  defense,  and  is  unimportant  in  any  other  respect  than  security 
of  Norfolk.  Why  it  was  ever  occupied  I  do  not  know. 

Although  fully  concurring  in  your  views  I  felt  unwilling  to  approve 
the  change  without  first  submitting  the  matter  to  a  board  of  able  and 
experienced  officers  and  afterward  to  the  Secretary  of  War.     All  con 
firm  your  views.    Before  making  the  change  the  new  line  should  be 
well  fortified  and  prepared  for  the  batteries.     It  should  for  the  present 
be  considered  the  second  line,  and  the  intended  change  kept  a  profound 
secret.     The  arrangements  for  the  defense  of  this  line  should  be  made 
under  the  direction  of  your  chief  engineer,  Major  Stewart. 
When  abandoned,  the  works  of  Suffolk  should  be  destroyed. 
Yours,  truly, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

FORT  MONROE,  May  14,  1863. 
Major-General  PECK: 

I  have  a  dispatch  from  the  General-in-Chief  approving  my  sugges 
tions  as  to  changes  I  named  to  you.  The  second  Hue  and  the  dismant 
ling  of  the  railroads  must  be  pushed  to  completion. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  May  14, 1863. 
General  Dix: 

At  5  p.  m.  Colonel  Foster  had  driven  the  enemy  back  to  his  intrench- 
ments  and  the  working  party  was  doing  well 5  within  2J  miles  of  Black- 
water. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

SUFFOLK,  VA.,  May  15,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

The  working  party  are  now  just  this  side  of  Carrsville  ;  getting  along 
well.  Have  sent  rations  to  Colonel  Foster.  The  enemy  are  running- 
cars  very  actively  in  view  of  advance  on  that  line. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  OUTPOSTS, 
Camp  Fifty-eighth  Heat.  Pennsylvania  Vols.,  May  15,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  facts  which  I  communicated 
to  headquarters  yesterday  respecting  the  line  of  Core  Creek  are  con 
firmed  by  my  patrol,  and  that  the  enemy  have  now  no  force  on  that 
line. 
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I  also  learn  from  various  sources,  so  that  I  count  on.  it  as  reliable  to 
a  reasonable  degree,  that  the  enemy's  force  in  Kinston  is  now  very 
small,  not  exceeding  five  regiments,  and  that  there  are  few  troops  at 
Goldsborough.  Of  the  five  regiments,  one  is  at  Gum  Swamp  and  one 
at  Wise's  Forks,  and  the  regiment  at  Gum  Swamp  is  open  to  a  move 
ment  on  its  rear  and  might  be  cut  oft'.  If  it  is  thought  desirable  under 
existing  circumstances  to  seize  Kinston  and  Goldsborough  I  would  re 
quest  to  be  allowed  to  strike  the  railroad  somewhere  north  of  Golds- 
borough,  in  order  to  intercept  re-enforcements,  &c.  With  one  good  in 
fantry  regiment  added  to  niy  own  and  three  or  four  troops  of  cavalry 
and  a  section  of  artillery  I  feel  confident  I  could  reach  that  railroad 
with  little  or  no  opposition  and  break  it  up  extensively,  that  is,  pro 
vided  the  intention  be  kept  entirely  secret. 

The  enterprise  would  justify  some  labor  and  risk  in  reference  to  the 
capture  of  Goldsborough  only,  but  as  connected  with  a  simultaneous 
movement  from  Suffolk  on  Weldon  it  'might  materially  interrupt  the 
enemy's  communications  and  influence  the  war. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BICHTEK  JONES, 
Colonel  Thirty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Vols.,  Comdg.  Outposts. 

FORT  MONROE,  YA., 

May  16.  1863—1  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  II.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief  : 

Oolonel  Foster  is  covering  our  work,  which  is  in  good  progress,  on 
the  railroad  near  Carrsville.  Has  been  engaged  with  the  enemy  more 
or  less  for  two  days.  A  lively  artillery  fire  has  been  kept  up  on  our 
workmen.  Yesterday  the  enemy  advanced  within  canister-range,  but 
was  driven  back  with  considerable  loss.  On  our  side  a  caisson  wras 
riddled,  a  horse  killed,  and  9  men  wounded.  The  iron  is  arriving  iii 
Norfolk.  When  we  get  on  the  other  road  we  shall  probably  have  soav; 
sharp  fighting. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major -General. 

FORT  MONROE,  May  16, 1863, 
Major-General  PECK, 

Commanding ,  Suffolk  : 

A  report  has  just  reached  me,  not  on  the  best  authority,  that  tlw  ene;i^r 
has  5.000  men  at  Scott's  factory  and  10,000  at  Colonel  Thomas'.  Wli<sre 
these  places  are  I  do  not  know,  but  somewhere  between  Ihe  BUtck- 
water  and  the  Nanseinond,  I  believe. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-Gewsral. 

SUFFOLK,  YA.,  May  16, 1863. 
Major-General  DIX: 

Scott's  factory  is  at  Smithfield,  but  the  other  place  I  cannot  locate 
exactly.  That  is  a  good  country  for  supplies,  and  from  it  they  flank  all 
moves  on  Blackwater.  If  there,  it  looks  like  assuming  the  ofiensive,  for 
there  is  a  considerable  force  on  the  river  massed  near  Franklin. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 
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FORT  MONROE,  May  17, 1863. 
Major-General  PECK, 

Commanding,  Suffolk : 

My  man  is  here  from  New  Haven  [Eichinond].  He  says  none  of  Long- 
street's  force  have  gone  beyond  New  Haven,  and  that  they  are  on  the 
New  London*  and  head  of  Washington.*  Heard  that  there  was  some 
trap  to  draw  out  the  troops  at  Boston  [Suffolk].  It  would  be  well  to 
ascertain  truth  of  yesterday's  report.  Foster  must  be  very  vigilant. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 


FORT  MONROE,  May  17, 1863. 
Major-General  PECK: 

No  pains  should  be  spared  to,  sustain  Foster.     He  should  be  re-en 
forced,  if  necessary.     Was  the  enemy  seen  near  Alexandria? 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  May  17,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief  : 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  the  14th  is  received  and  your  wishes  have 
all  been  anticipated.  The  moment  I  received  your  telegraphic  dispatch 
saying  that  you  approved  my  views,  I  sent  Major  Stewart  to  examine 
the  new  line,  and  it  will  be  fortified  under  his  direction.  It  has  been 
given  out  that  we  are  to  fortify  it  as  a  second  line,  and  a  show  of  strength 
ening  the  defenses  at  Suffolk  is  to  be  kept  up  until  it  is.  ready. 

I  have  justreturned  from  Suffolk  ;  the  enemy  is  on  this  side  the  Black- 
water  and  in  considerable  force.  Colonel  Foster  is  between  him  and 
our  working  party  with  8,000  men.  We  hope  to  finish  our  work  on  the 
Weldon  road  by  Wednesday.  When  we  go  to  Zuui  we  shall  send  a 
still  larger  force. 

My  man  came  in  from  Richmond  to-day.  He  says  that  only  one  divis 
ion  of  Longstreet's  force  went  north  of  Richmond,  and  that  it  returned 
to  Petersburg,  being  too  late  for  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg.  He  con 
firms  my  former  statements  that  the  force  before  Suffolk  was  near  40,000, 
and  he  says  this  whole  force  is  at  Petersburg,  on  the  Blackwater,  and 
back  of  Franklin,  on  the  Weldon  road. 

The  Richmond  has  met  with  an  accident ;  he  could  not  ascertain  pre 
cisely  what,  but  thinks  it  was  some  damage  to  her  machinery.  The  two 
iron-clads  on  the  stocks  are  getting  on  slowly.  He  thinks  they  cannot 
be  completed^ before  August,  but  he  judged  from  what  he  saw  that 
workmen  had  been  transferred  from  one  to  the  other,  indicating  an  in 
tention  to  bring  one  out  as  soon  as  possible. 

He  is  satisfied  that  troops  have  recently  been  brought  to  Richmond 
from  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  and  sent  on  to  Fredericksburg.  It 
was  said  at  Richmond  that  Lee  was  to  attack  Hooker  and  drive  him 
back  to  the  Potomac. 

I  am,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  BIX, 

Major-  General. 

*  Cipher. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Yorktown,  Va.,  May  17,  1803. 
Lieut.  Col.  L.  H.  PELOUZE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  Virginia: 
COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  (according  to  instruc 
tions  from  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac)  instructions  given  ine 
from  the  same  headquarters.  I  expect  my  command  will  have  all  ar 
rived  by  this  evening.  While  it  is  my  great  desire  to  literally  carry  out 
the  orders  of  my  chief,  I  intend  also  to  act  in  compliance  with  the  wishes 
and  instructions  of  the  major-general  in  whose  department  I  am  to  tem 
porarily  remain.  Any  advice,  suggestion,  or  instruction  that  the  major- 
general  commanding  the  department  may  do  me  the  honor  to  forward 
I  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  and  promptly  to  execute. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATRICK, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade. 

[In  closure.] 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

May  13,  1863. 
Colonel  KILPATRICK, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade : 

COLONEL  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  assume 
command  of  the  regiments  of  cavalry  now  with  you  at  Yorktown ;  that 
you  will  hold  your  force  well  in  hand,  inflicting  whatever  damage  the 
legitimate  rules  of  war  sanction  upon  the  enemy,  his  supplies,  and  his 
communications.  You  will  observe  his  movements  as  far  as  possible. 
You  will  take  with  you  from  this  camp  the  dismounted  men  of  both 
regiments  and  remount  them  there  with  captured  animals.  You  will 
report  by  letter  and  telegraph  as  occasion  requires,  holding  your  com 
mand  ready  to  co-operate  with  this  army  in  its  operations. 

You  will  furnish  General  Keyes,  or  the  commanding  officer  in  whose 
department  you  may  temporarily  remain,  with  copies  of  your  instruc 
tions  that  you  may  receive  from  time  to  time. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

DISTRICT  OF  THE  ALBEMARLE, 

Plymouth,  N.  0.,  May  17,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  of  North  Carolina: 
COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the 
district  as  follows : 

The  lines  in  front  of  this  town  are  in  progress  toward  completion. 
The  parapet  of  Fort  Williams  is  now  well  sodded  on  its  exterior  slope, 
as  also  three  sides  of  the  superior  slope  and  palisades,  ready  for  the 
ditch. 

The  breastworks  on  the  right  and  left  are  being  strengthened  by  a 
substantial  revetment  of  timber  and  the  ditch  considerably  widened,  as 
also  the  epaulement  on  the  left  of  the  Columbia  road. 

The  excavation  and  revetment  of  the  redoubt  near  Boyle  Creek  is 
nearly  complete,  and  will  be  ready  for  the  gun  by  the  last  of  this 
week.    The  redoubt  above,  intended  for  the  protection  of  river  obstruc- 
46  R  R — VOL  xvm 
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tions,  is  progressing  favorably,  but  the  frame  for  magazine  has  not  been 
received,  and  preparations  are  now  made  to  construct  it  on  the  ground. 

This  work,  constructed  by  the  Ninety-sixth  New  York  Volunteers,  I 
have  named  Fort  Gray,  in  memory  of  Col.  0.  O.  Gray  of  that  regiment, 
killed  in  battle  at  Kinston,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  commanding 
general.  The  obstructions  at  the  head  of  the  island  have  been  com 
menced.  There  have  been  many  difficulties  on  account  of  repairs  to 
the  pile-drivers  and  density  of  the  substratum,  but  it  is  believed  that 
work  will  progress  hereafter  more  rapidly. 

Light  guns  are  required  for  Fort  Williams  and  for  the  redoubt  near 
the  Columbia  road. 

At  Eoanoke  Island  working  parties  are  employed  in  getting  out  pali 
sades  for  Forts  Reno  and  Parke.  The  north  face  of  the  latter  is  in 
danger  of  being  seriously  washed,  as  also  the  easterly  face  of  Fort  Fos 
ter,  both  of  which  require  attention. 

A  few  guerrillas  are  skulking  within  the  limits  of  this  county,  but 
in  small  numbers,  and  a  company  of  cavalry  is  reported  to  be  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Jamesville,  but  thus  far  have  made  no  hostile  demon 
strations. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  WESSELLS, 
Brigadier- General  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


SUFFOLK,  YA.,  May  18,  18G3. 
General  Dix: 

A  contraband  from  Franklin  says  General  Jenkins  states  that  we  are 
fortifying  at  Carrsville  and  relaying  the  road  from  this  end  with  the 
rail  from  that  end  with  the  view  of  advancing.  The  mail-boats  are 
at  or  below  Franklin.  Stratton  reports  Lieutenant  Titus  with  47  men 
having  a  skirmish  near  Newby's  Bridge  with  150  guerrillas.  An  am 
buscade  was  prepared  to  capture  all  his  party,  but  he  cut  his  way 
through  5  Lieutenant  Beatty  and  2  privates  severely  and  1  sergeant 
slightly  wounded ;  1  rebel  killed,  2  prisoners,  several  wounded.  No 
loss  of  horses,  some  having  been  taken  by  us.  Stratton  approves  the 
conduct  of  Lieutenant  Titus. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

SUFFOLK,  VA.,  May  18, 1863. 
General  VIELB: 

The  boats  were  taken  down  to  the  Albemarle  Sound  and  into  the 
Chowau.  They  are  at  Franklin  probably.  Major  Stratton  sent  out  a 
party  to  the  Pasqtiotank  with  a  view  of  intercepting  them. 

JOHN  el.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

FORT  MONROE,  May  18, 1803. 
Major-General  PECK: 

Do  I  understand  that  the  railroad  connection  between  Boston  *  and 
Baltimore*  is  now  complete;  and,  if  so,  how  many  miles  of  iron  this 
side  the  former  are  taken  up  and  removed  ? 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 

*  Cipher, 
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SUFFOLK,  May  18, 1863. 
Major- General  Dix: 

Engine  now  running.    Iron  removed  for  about  3J  miles  this  side 
Carrsville. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  May  18, 1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

If  Hooker  is  reduced  as  reports  state,  Lee  does  not  require  Longstreet 
to  leave  Blackwater. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )          HDQRS.  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  79.  f  New  Berne,  May  19,  1863. 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  the  War  Department*  Brig.  Gen.  E.  A. 
Wild,  [J.  S.  Volunteers  (a  gallant  and  accomplished  soldier  and  gentle 
man),  has  arrived  in  this  department  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  bri 
gade  of  colored  troops.  General  Wild  will  establish  recruiting  offices 
at  such  points  as  he  may  select,  and  all  district  commanders,  command 
ing  officers  of  posts,  and  other  officers  and  men,  are  hereby  enjoined 
and  ordered  to  afford  to  General  Wild,  his  officers  and  men,  every 
facility  and  aid  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  and  in  carrying  out 
fully  and  in  good  faith  the  orders  of  the  Government. 

The  commanding  general  expects  that  this  order  will  be  sufficient  to 
insure  the  prompt  obedience  (the  first  duty  of  a  soldier)  of  all  officers 
and  soldiers  in  tliis  department  to  the  orders  from  the  War  Depart 
ment. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

[SOUTHAED  HOFFMAN,] 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


FORT  MONROE,  May  20, 1863. 
Major-General  PECK: 

The  Baltimore  Sun  of  Monday  says  we  are  taking  up  the  track  of 
the  Seaboard  and  Eoanoke  Eailroad  from  Carrsville  to  the  junction  of 
the  Norfolk  and  Petersburg  Eailroad.  The  writer  of  this  letter  is  not 
here;  when  he  returns  I  shall  see  to  it.  The  rails  on  the  Seaboard  road 
weigh  158  tons  per  mile  j  those  on  the  Petersburg  road  246  tons  per 
mile.  Of  course  it  will  require  time  to  remove  them.  The  operation 
on  the  latter  road  will  amount  to  a  campaign  and  we  must  look  for  some 
sharp  fighting,  for  I  do  not  believe  5,000  tons  of  railroad  iron  will  in 
the  present  emergency  be  given  up  without  a  contest. 

All  quiet  at  West  Point.  Gordon  needs  more  guns,  and  one  of  his 
regiments  goes  shortly.  How  are  you  getting  on  ? 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 
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SUFFOLK,  YA.,  May  20, 1863. 
General  Dix: 

The  papers  do  our  cause  almost  as  much  harm  as  the  rebel  armies. 
Hooker's  moves  were  all  read  in  the  papers  long  before  the  hour  for 
Lee  to  strike,  and  he  knew  both  sides  of  the  game. 

Wentz  commenced  as  he  did  to  save  time.  He  has  not  reported  this 
morning,  but  I  believe  I  will  transfer  the  work  at  dark. 

A  deserter  says  between  20,000  and  30,000  on  Blackwater  under 
Longstreet.  Have  not  believed  it. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 

SUFFOLK,  VA.,  May  20, 1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

I  ordered  Windsor  to  be  occupied  at  dusk  as  a  base  of  operations, 
which  you  fully  understand.  Work  is  to  be  rushed  vigorously.  Forti 
fications  of  Suffolk  are  in  progress. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


SUFFOLK,  May  20, 1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Wentz  is  now  within  3  miles  of  Suffolk.    The  programme  is  all'  ar 
ranged  for  the  matter  spoken  of. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  OUTPOSTS, 
Camp  Fifty-eighth  Eegt.  Pennsylvania  Vols.,  May  20,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  propose  sending  the  Fifty-eighth 
Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  to-morrow  morning  (Thursday)  to 
seize  the  crossings  of  Core  Creek,  to  rebuild  the  bridges,  and  to  capture, 
if  practicable,  the  enemy's  post  at  the  railroad  switch ;  to  raise  up  at  all 
events  the  latter  enterprise  as  a  cover  and  pretext  for  our  ulterior 
movements. 

To  carry  on  the  movement  without  losing  time  and  opportunity  I 
ought  to  have  the  re-enforcements  by  rail  or  otherwise  at  Core  Creek  to 
morrow  afternoon  or  evening  ;  the  earlier,  the  more  time  for  the  men  to 
rest  and  sleep.  I  contemplate  moving  from  Core  Creek  about  10  p.  m., 
so  as  to  reach  my  position  just  before  daylight. 

I  might  effect  our  object  with  two  regiments,  but  to  guard  against 
possibilities  I  wish  six ;  also  three  companies  of  cavalry,  two  pieces  of 
artillery  (though  the  artillery  is  not  likely  to  be  used),  and  the  men 
had  better  have  three  days'  rations.  For  cavalry  I  should  prefer  Pond's 
company  and  Jacob's,  who  have  been  with  me  before ;  and  I  shall  take 
Wilson's  (now  on  the  line)  for  the  third. 

As  regards  your  suggestion  respecting  the  Trent  road  I  shall  carry  it 
out  by  ordering  one  of  the  cavalry  companies  now  on  that  end  of  the 
line,  or  both,  with  two  companies  of  the  infantry  now  there,  to  make  a 
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reconnaissance  on  Friday  on  the  Trent  road,  at  least  as  lar  as  Trenton 
Forks,  and,  if  the  cavalry  can  cross  the.  river  at  the  ford  above  the  town, 
to  capture  any  small  parties  that  may  be  there. 

For  the  bridge  fifteen  to  twenty  or  twenty-five  2-inch  plank,  not  less 
than  12  feet  long,  will  be  sufficient,  poles  with  dirt  on  them  answering 
for  the  ends  near  the  banks,  as  far  out  as  earth  can  conveniently  be  cast 
with  a  shovel;  and  a  team  had  better  be  sent  with  them  to  report  this 
evening  to  the  office  at  Batchelder's  Greek  bridge  and  there  to  await  my 
orders.  If  I  succeed  I  shall  need  the  team  in  addition  to  my  own,  to 
transport  captured  arms,  &c.,  and  at  all  events  to  bring  along  lame 
soldiers. 

If  there  are  any  further  explanations  required  or  suggestions  to  be 
made  please  communicate. 

If  I  have  a  really  good  marching  regiment  in  addition  to  my  own  I 
shall  prefer  the  path  to  the  left  as  a  surer  course,  though  it  will  involve 
some  fording  of  small  streams,  mud,  &c.,  and  will  probably  oblige  field 
officers  to  move  on  foot. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  RICHTER  JONES, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Outposts. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA., 

May  21, 1803—12  noon. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief: 

The  rails  will  all  be  up  on  the  Weldon  Railroad  beyond  Suffolk  to-day. 
To-morrow  we  commence  on  the  Petersburg  Railroad.  The  troops  were 
in  position  last  night.  We  hope  to  save  7,000  tons  of  iron,  but  expect 
to  fight  for  it. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


FORT  MONROE,  May  21,  1863. 
Maj  or- General  PECK  : 

The  articles  relating  to  removing  rails  came  from  the  correspondent 
of  the  Associated  Press  and  not  from  the  correspondent  of  the  Herald. 
Mr.  Thompson  will  call  on  you  to-day.  I  think  him  a  reliable  man. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  May  21,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  DIX: 

General  Getty  writes  me  that  a  report  is  current  throughout  the 
country  that  Suffolk  is  to  be  abandoned.  He  was  informed  that  it  origi 
nated  with  the  adjutant  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth  New  York 
Volunteers.  Stories  of  the  greatest  absurdity  are  circulated  by  officers, 
and  I  think  this  one  should  be  investigated,  as  a  caution  to  officers. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 
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FORT  MONROE,  YA.,  May  22, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief : 

Eighty  contrabands  were  sent  last  week  to  Franklin  from  Richmond, 
to  take  up  the  iron  on  the  Weldon  road.  Four  of  them  are  in  Suffolk. 
We  have  now  all  the  iron  safe.  We  have  commenced  on  the  Peters 
burg  road,  near  Zuui,  and  shall  take  up  the  track  back  to  Windsor  by 
to-night.  We  commenced  dismantling  these  roads  at  the  right  time. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


SUFFOLK,  May  22, 18G3. 
Major-General  DIX: 

Will  be  at  Windsor  before  night  on  the  return.  I  have  10,000  there 
to  protect  workmen.  General  Dodge  is  just  from  Windsor.  He  says 
45-pound  rail  is  just  as  good  as  the  heavy  one,  and  the  Government 
can  save  much. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  May  23,  18G3. 
Major-General  PECK: 

I  incline  to  the  belief  that  there  are  few  troops  on  the  Blackwater- 
From  two  sources  I  learn  that  troops  in  large  numbers  have  gone  from 
New  Haven  to  New  York  and  to  the  Southwest  by  Danville.  We  have 
no  artillerists.  You  must  take  them  from  your  cavalry  regiments. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  May  23,  1863—8.45  p.  m. 
General  DIX: 

General  Dodge  at  Antioch  Church  was  attacked  at  0.15  p.  in.    No 
particulars. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-General. 


RED  HOUSE,  PICKET  STATION,  May  23, 18G3. 

Col.  J.  KICHTER  JONES, 

Commanding  Outposts : 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  accordance  with  your 
orders  to  me  of  the  21st  instant  I  moved  my  company,  together  with 
Company  L  of  my  regiment  and  two  companies  of  the  One  hundred  and 

fifty-eighth  New  York  Regiment   from  Captain command,  on 

the  Trent  road,  at  5  o'clock  yesterday  morning.  On  arriving  at  the 
Trenton  Forks,  which  point  was  reached  without  our  seeing  more  of  the 
enemy  than  a  half  dozen  who  scattered  into  the  woods  at  our  approach, 
I  sent  one  of  the  infantry  companies  down  the  Trenton  road  to  recon- 
noiter  the  crossing  of  the  river,  and  left  the  other  at  the  forks.  I  pro 
ceeded  with  the  cavalry  up  the  Kinston  road,  and  on  reaching  the  edge 
of  Noble's  plantation,  6  miles  from  the  forks,  found  it  barricaded,  and  a 
small  earthwork  thrown  up  to  the  right  of  the  road.  Passing  this  ob- 
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strnctiou  I  found  at  the  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  a  long  earthwork 
with  two  embrasures  for  cannon,  extending  about  200  yards  on  each  sid$ 
of  the  road.  There  were 'also  huts  erected  for  a  regiment.  Two  rebel 
cavalrymen  were  seen  as  we  approached  in  rear  of  the  earthwork,  and 
I  was  informed  by  Mrs.  Noble  that  12  comprised  the  whole  force  of  the 
enemy  at  this  point.  These  eluded  our  pursuit,  which  was  continued  for 
about  a  mile.  From  Noble's  a  road  runs  to  the  Trent  River.  The  bridge 
has  been  burned,  and  I  learned  that  the  river  was  unfordable  at  this 
point.  I  therefore  countermarched  and  proceeded  by  the  road  which 
unites  the  Trent  and  Kinston  roads,  4  miles  beyond  the  forks,  to  Trenton 
Bridge.  A  few  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  dismounted  fired  upon  us  from 
the  town,  but  retreated  too  rapidly  to  permit  their  capture,  although 
I  forded  the  river  immediately  and  chased  them  3  miles,  by  the  road 
which  leads  out  of  Trenton,  up  the  river. 

Not  more  than  a  dozen  of  the  enemy  were  seen,  and  this  appeared  to 
be  the  force  of  pickets  maintained  in  Trenton,  which  is  relieved  daily 
4'rom  Tuckahoe,  10  miles  distant.  While  I  was  in  Trenton  two  small 
unoccupied  buildings  were  burned  by  some  one  of  my  command  without 
orders. 

I  bivouacked  at  the  forks  of  the  roads  and  this  morning  sent  out  a 
platoon,  4  miles  by  the  Kinston  road,  which  saw  no  signs  of  the  enemy. 
After  waiting  for  further  orders  until  4  o'clock  p.  m.  at  the  Forks  I  re 
turned  to  camp. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  HALL, 
Captain  Company  G,  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

May  25,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix,  Commanding,  &c. : 

Have  you  it  in  your  power  to  obtain  reliable  information  of  the  trans 
fer  of  troops  from  Charleston  to  Richmond?  From  recent  indications  it 
is  of  great  importance  that  this  fact  should  be  ascertained  as  early  as 
practicable. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


FORT  MONROE,  May  25,  1863—3  p.  m. 
Major-General  HOOKER: 

I  am  informed  from  three  different  sources,  and  do  not  doubt,  that 
troops  have  gone  from  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  but  whether  to 
Bragg  or  Lee  not  quite  certain.  The  greater  part  of  Lougstreet's  forces, 
recently  on  the  Blackwater,  are  near  Richmond,  ready  to  move  either  on 
Freclcricksburg  or  West  Point. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA., 

May  20,  1863—11  p.  in. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General -in-  Chief  : 

Major-General  Ord,  who  has  come  down  this  evening  from  West 
Point,  recommends,  with  the  concurrence  of  General  E,  D,  Keyes  and 
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General  Gordon,  the  withdrawal  of  our  troops  from  that  position,  un 
less  he  can  have  4,000  more  infantry,  28  guns  in  addition  to  those 
already  there,  and  a  pontoon  bridge  1,200  yards  long.  The  recom 
mendation  is  founded  on  the  altered  state  of  things  since  the  occu 
pation  took  place:  First,  the  retreat  of  General  Hooker;  second,  the 
very  recent  concentration  of  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  Richmond  from 
the  Blackwater  and  North  Carolina  line;  third,  the  probability  of  an 
attack  in  force  at  an  early  day,  as  I  am  advised  by  General  Gordon 
by  telegraph  since  General  Ord  left ;  and,  fourth,  the  apprehension 
that  our  communication  with  the  supplies  will  be  interrupted  by  their 
erection  of  heavy  batteries  on  the  York,  the  enemy  having  already  with 
his  light  guns  fired  with  some  effect  on  our  mail-boat,  so  as  to  render 
an  armed  convoy  necessary  for  our  transports.  In  the  uncertainty  as 
to  General  Hooker's  movements  I  have  thought  proper  to  communicate 
with  you  at  once.  I  have  discharged  three  regiments.  More  are  soon 
to  follow,  and  from  appearances  I  suppose  I  cannot  hope  to  have  their 
places  supplied.  In  that  case  my  force  will  soon  be  reduced  below  the 
minimum  necessary  for  my  extended  command.  Averse  as  I  am  to  any 
retrograde  movement,  I  should  be  disposed  to  concur  with  my  three 
general  officers,  unless  from  your  more  extended  view  of  the  whole 
ground  you  can  afford  me  a  hope  of  being  strengthened  either  by  fresh 
troops  or  by  early  movements  in  Virginia,  which  will  keep  the  enemy 
fully  occupied. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe.  Fa.,  May  26,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  D.  KEYES, 

Commanding,  YorTctown  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  until  to-day  been  prevented  by  urgent  engage 
ments  from  replying  to  Colonel  West's  letter  to  your  assistant  adju 
tant-general,  of  the  14th  instant,  with  your  indorsement  of  the  15th. 

The  colonel  refers  to  the  meritorious  conduct  of  the  troops  at  Will- 
iamsburg  and  Fort  Magruder,  when  assailed  by  a  superior  force  under 
General  Wise,  and  regards  my  omission  to  speak  of  them  in  my  order 
concerning  the  recent  investment  of  Suffolk  as  forcing  "  the  unpleasant 
conclusion  that  there  was  something  left  undone  which  should  have 
been  done." 

In  your  indorsement  you  say  you  "  regard  Colonel  West's  complaint 
as  just,"  with  an  intimation  that  I  have  been  guilty  of  "partiality." 

t  regret  very  much  that  Colonel  West  should  have  drawn  from  my 
omission  to  refer  to  his  command  in  the  order  alluded  to  the  inference 
that  he  and  his  troops  had  not  done  all  that  brave  and  devoted  men 
could  do,  and  he  will  see  from  a  statement  of  facts  that  there  is  no 
ground  for  such  an  inference. 

The  operations  at  Suffolk,  after  the  third  day  of  the  investment  of 
three  weeks,  were  carried  on  under  my  own  observation,  as  I  was  every 
alternate  day  either  there  or  on  the  Nansemond. 

On  the  other  hand  the  operations  at  Williamsburg  and  its  vicinity 
commenced  and  ended  during  my  absence  and  while  you  were  in  com 
mand  of  the  department.  This  fact  would,  however,  have  made  no  dif 
ference  with  me  if  the  meritorious  services  of  the  troops  had  been  prop 
erly  represented  to  me  by  a  report  from  you  or  from  Colonel  West. 
But  no  such  representation  has  ever  been  made  to  me.  Nothing  was 
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left  by  you  at  the  headquarters  of  the  department,  either  in  the  form  of 
a  report  or  statement  of  the  services  of  Colonel  West  and  his  troops  ; 
nor  could  I  find  among  the  telegraphic  dispatches  a  single  one  giving 
any  but  the  most  meager  account  of  the  advance  and  retreat  of  the 
enemy.  Thus  you  will  perceive  if  there  is  a  fault  anywhere  it  is  not- 
due  to  the  "  partiality  "  unjustly  imputed  to  me,  but  to  your  omission  to 
leave  on  the  files  of  the  department  the  data  necessary  to  enable  me  to 
do  justice,  as  I  would  most  cheerfully  have  done  at  the  proper  time,  to 
Colonel  West  and  his  command. 

You  will  please  send  to  him  a  copy  of  this  letter,  with  a  request  that 
it  may  be  communicated  to  his  officers. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  BIX, 

Major-  General. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  DEFT.  OF  N.  C.,  EIGHTEENTH  A.  C., 
No.  81.  J  New  Seme,  May  26,  1863. 

The  commanding  general,  in  common  with  the  officers  and  men  of 
this  command,  is  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  most  gallant  officer, 
Col.  J.  Eichter  Jones,  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  who  fell 
at  the  head  of  his  regiment  on  the  evening  of  May  23,  whilst  repelling 
an  attack  on  the  outposts. 

Colonel  Jones  won  the  admiration  of  all  in  this  department  by  the 
indefatigable,  able,  and  gallant  manner  with  which  he  filled  the  ardu 
ous  duties  of  commander  of  the  outposts.  He  died  whilst  yet  enjoying 
the  triumph  of  a  victory  won  by  his  valor  and  counsel.  To  the  service, 
to  this  department,  and  to  his  regiment  this  death  has  been  a  sad  loss ; 
and  to  all  here,  and  to  those  at  home  whom  he  loved,  the  commanding 
general  offers  his  most  sincere  sympathy.  May  his  bright  example  lead 
many  to  tread  the  arduous  path  of  duty  with  as  pure  an  appreciation  of 
duty  and  with  as  firm  unswerving  tread  as  he. 

All  the  flags  in  this  department  will  be  carried  at  half-mast  for  the 
three  days  following  the  receipt  of  this  order,  and  at  this  post  half-hour 
guns  will  be  fired  from  Forts  Totteii  and  Rowan  from  sunrise  to  sunset 
to-morrow,  May  27. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

[SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN,] 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

FORT  MONROE,  May  27,  1863. 
Major-General  PECK: 

We  are  threatened  with  an  attack  at  West  Point,  and  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  call  on  you  for  some  troops  and  guns.  General  Ord  is  on 
his  way  here.  He  took  command  there  yesterday. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major -General. 

SUFFOLK,  May  27,  1863. 
Major-General  DIX: 

Will  the  Provisional  Brigade  answer  ?  Wardrop  and  Wistar  are  in 
it.  Wardrop  is  one  of  my  best  officers.  The  Ninety-ninth  is  equal  to 
thrice  its  number  of  ordinary  men. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major- General. 


730  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  S.  E.  VIRGINIA.  [CHAP.  XXX. 

FORT  MONROE,  May  27,  1863. 
Major- General  PECK  : 

The  Provisional  Brigade  will  do.  Have  it  ready  to  move  at  a  mo 
ment's  warning.  I  am  waiting  dispatches  from  Washington.  Unless 
Hooker  does  something  the  question  of  retaining  West  Point  becomes 
a  doubtful  one. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

SUFFOLK,  May  27,  ]8C3. 
Major -General  DIX: 

Will  have  brigade  ready.  Unless  Hooker  moves,  that  position  will 
be  very  hazardous  indeed. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-  General. 

MAY  27.  18G3—12  in. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  D.  KEYES, 

Commanding,  cfrc.,  Yorktown  : 

Do  you  know  of  any  force  of  the  enemy  to  prevent  Colonel  Kilpatrick 
with  his  two  regiments  from  crossing  the  country  from  Gloucester  to 
TJrbana,  and  are  his  horses  in  suitable  condition  to  make  the  march  ? 
All  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  in  my  front  are  at  Culpeper,  and  lie  lias  no 
infantry  below  Port  Royal.  From  TJrbana  Colonel  Kilpatrick's  com 
mand  could  be  ferried  over  the  Rappahannock,  under  cover  of  the  gnn- 
boats,  should  it  be  necessary.  Please  reply  without  delay. 

'JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  May  27,  18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOSEPH  HOOKER, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

I  send  below  a  dispatch  from  Major-General  Keyes  in  reply  to  yours. 
I  have  received  a  dispatch  from  General  Gordon  advising  me  of  a  force 
on  the  Mattapony  and  that  he  is  threatened  with  an  attack.  About 
200  of  Colonel  Kilpatrick's  men  are  not  mounted.  I  wish  you  would 
leave  them  with  me  at  present.  I  need  them  very  much  at  West  Point, 
where  I  have  only  200  cavalry.  I  will  endeavor  to  get  horses  for  them 
in  Gloucester  County. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

[Inclosxiro.] 

Major-General  HOOKER, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

1  know  of  no  force  to  prevent  Colonel  Kilpatrick  crossing  to  TJrbana, 
if  he  can  cross  the  Rappahannock  safely;  their  horses  in  fair  condition. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major- General, 

WASHINGTON,  May  28,  1863. 
Major-General  DIX,  Fort  Monroe  : 

My  information  is  that  Lee  is  massing  all  his  forces  on  the  Rappa 
hannock.  As  General  Hooker  reports  directly  to  the  President  I  know 
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riot  what  lie  intends  to  do.  I  can  give  you  no  re-enforcements  what 
ever.  If  under  these  circumstances  your  position  at  West  Point  is 
deemed  unsafe  you  will  withdraw  from  it. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  May  28,  1SG3. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Comdg.  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  New  Berne,  N.  C.  : 

GENERAL  :  Your  interesting  communication  of  the  13th  instant  was 
received  during  my  absence  at  Washington,  where  I  saw  General  Hal- 
leek  and  urged  him  to  give  you  more  men.  He  informed  Secretary  Fox 
and  myself  that  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  to  do  so  until  conscripts 
are  got.  Still  I  pressed  the  matter  in  another  interview,  and  left  at 
the  Department  a  report  on  the  subject,  which  I  was  informed  would 
be  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

I  hope  you  may  get  the  troops  which  you  so  greatly  need  for  the 
occupation  of  Smith's  Island  and  the  attack  on  Wilmington. 

Your  views  respecting  the  occupation  of  Plymouth,  Koauoke  Island, 
and  Washington  are  certainly  very  forcible.  I  will  at  all  times  use 
every  effort  to  sustain  you  in  holding  your  positions,  and  especially 
while  you  are  supported  by  so  few  troops.  I  have  instructed  Com 
mander  Davenport  to  make  every  exertion  to  support  you  at  this  crit 
ical  period. 

If  you  can  make  the  military  occupation  of  New  Berne,  Plymouth, 
and  Washington  complete,  so  as  to  require  little  or  no  gunboat  defense, 
fewer  vessels  will  be  required  in  the  Sounds,  and  yet  allow  a  sufficient 
movable  force  there  to  keep  the  police  of  its  waters,  prevent  such  es 
capes  as  those  of  the  Arrow  and  Emily  up  the  Chowan,  and  prevent 
violations  of  the  blockade.  Though  the  vessels  in  the  Sounds  are  not 
adapted  to  outside  cruising  a  portion  of  them  would  be  very  useful  for 
blockade  and  other  duty  here. 

I  have  just  written  urgently  to  the  Navy  Department  to  try  and  get 
you  more  troops  and  artillery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear- Admiral,  Comely.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  May  30,  1863—12  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Comdg.  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.  : 
Your  dispatch  is  just  received.     I  have  but  one  gunboa,t  here,  attend 
ing  a  court-martial, "and  one  at  Norfolk,  repairing  with  dispatch  for  im 
portant  duty.     Five  other  gunboats  are  now  in  the  vicinity  of  York- 
town. 

Please  inform  me  fully  what  service  is  required,  that  I  may  know 
what  dispositions  to  make  and  what  instructions  to  give  to  promote  the 
public  interest. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral. 
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WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington,  May  30,  1803. 
Major-General  DIX,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 

The  troops  withdrawn  from  West  Point  are  greatly  needed  here. 
Can  they  not  be  spared  ? 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA., 

May  30,  1803—1  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief: 

I  went  with  Major-Generals  Peck  and  Keyes  to  West  Point  yester 
day,  and  on  consultation  with  General  Gordon  it  was  unanimously  de 
cided  to  withdraw  the  troops,  throw  them  up  the  Peninsula  above 
Williamsburg,  and,  in  conjunction  with  the  force  under  Keyes,  attack 
the  enemy  at  Diascund  Bridge,  which  is  as  near  Eichmond  as  West 
Point.  There  are  at  West  Point  only  4,700  men,  and  they  will  be  re 
duced  to  4,000  shortly  by  the  discharge  of  a  regiment.  General  Keyes 
has  only  5,000  men  at  Gloucester  Point,  Yorktown,  and  Williamsburg, 
and  it  is  very  desirable  that  he  should  have  this  re-enforcement.  I  have 
lost  three  regiments  and  shall  lose  fourteen  more  by  expiration  of 
service. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


FORT  MONROE,  May  30, 1803. 
Major-General  KEYES  : 

Send  word  to  General  Gordon  as  quickly  as  possible  that  the  gunboats 
have  failed  me,  and  that  they  cannot  be  ready  till  to-morrow.  I  will 
send  up  the  transportation  to-morrow  night. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


MAY  31,  1803—10  a.  m, 
Major-General  Dix,  Fortress  Monroe  : 

Agreeably  to  your  request  directions  have  been  given  for  the  dis 
mounted  men  of  Colonel  Kilpatrick's  cavalry  to  report  to  you.  Will 
you  please  have  me  furnished  with  a  map  of  the  position  of  your  forces 
at  West  Point,  and  also  the  position  and  approximate  strength  of  the 
enemy's  forces  in  that  vicinity  ?  We  have  concurrent  evidence  that 
Hood's  division  is  posted  between  Gordonsville  -and  Louisa  Court- 
House,  and  Pickett's  at  Taylorsville  (near  Sexton's  Junction).  Long- 
street  is  in  front  of  me.  I  conclude  that  General  Lee  must  be  absent,  as 
I  have  received  no  communication  from  him  in  reply  to  mine  since  a 
week  ago  yesterday. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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FORT  MONROE,  May  31,  1863. 
Major- General  HOOKER, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

It  has  been  decided  to  withdraw  from  West  Point  and  throw  the 
force  there  up  the  Peninsula  toward  the  White  House.  I  can  get  no 
satisfactory  information  as  to  the  enemy's  force.  There  was  last  week 
a  considerable  body  massed  north  of  Richmond,  on  the  railroad,  ready 
to  support  Lee  at  Fredericksburg  or  WTise  at  White  House.  1  can  hear 
nothing  of  them  since  Wednesday.  I  will  advise  you  of  all  my  move 
ments.  My  force  is  small. 

JOHX  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


DISTRICT  OF  BEAUFORT, 
Morehead  City,  N.  C.,  May  31,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps: 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  that  I  assumed  com 
mand  of  the  district  on  my  arrival  here  yesterday. 

I  have  put  250  men  at  work  on  the  fort  in  front  of  this  city  to-day. 
I  have  also  started  things  up  at  Newport  Barracks  and  vicinity, 
where  I  found  matters  very  loose.    I  am  in  hopes  I  shall  have  every 
thing  in  fine  working  order  in  a  day  or  two. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  SPLNOLA. 


Abstract  from  Tri-monthly  Return  of  the  Department  of  Virginia  (Seventh  Army  Corps), 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix  commanding,  for  May  31, 1863  (headquarters  Fort  Monroe,Va.). 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

1 

•2 
1 

i 

17 
582 
504 
2,546 
22,  386 
5,996 
5,351 

Aggregate  present  and 
absent. 

1 

txj 

1 

'o 

- 

<*H 

o 

I 

Present  for  duty  equipped. 

Infantry. 

Cavalry. 

Artillery. 

Officers. 

a 

CJ 

Omcers. 

1 

I 

J_ 

GO 

ej 

5 

Headquarters  Department,  Maj. 
Gen.  John  A.  Dix. 
Fort  Monroe,   Col.   S.  M.  Al- 
ford. 
Camp  Hamilton,    Maj.   J.    A. 
Darling. 
Norfolk,"  Brig.     Gen.    E.     L. 
Vide. 
Suffolk,    Maj.    Gen.   John   J. 
Peck. 
Yorktown,    Maj.   Gen.   35.   D. 
Keyes. 
West  Point,  Brig.  Gen.  G.  H. 
Gordon. 

Grand  total 

17 
15 
15 
120 
966 
295 
217 

432 
497 
2,172 
18,  068 
5,050 
4,533 

17 

~ 

2,692 
26,  821 
6.555 
6,277 

17 
698 
611 
2,694 
27,  724 
6,563 
6,299 

15 

432 

3 
2 
76 
3 
6 

74 
54 
1,391 
902 
93 

15 
5 
36 
13 

8 

77 

394 
132 
1,326 

448 
282 

C 

100 
30 

102 
849 
238 
196 

1,400 

1,975 
15,  773 
3,668 
4,121 

25,  969 

1,645 

30,  752 

37,  472 

43,  048  44,  606 

| 

136 

126 

2,514 

2,  582 
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Organization  of  troops  in  the  Department  of  Virginia,  Maj.  Gen.  John 
A.  Dix,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  May  31,  1863. 

FOURTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Maj.  Gen.  ERASMUS  D.  KEYES. 
FIHBT  DIVISION  (Yorktown). 


Advance  Brigade. 
Col.  R.  M,  WEST. 

139th  New  York,  Col.  Anthony  Conk. 
(3th  New  York  Cavalry  (battalion),  Maj. 

W.  P.  Hall. 

178th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  James  Johnson. 
5th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col. 
William  Lewis. 


King's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  RUFUS  KING. 

4th  Delaware,  Col.  A.  H.  Grimshaw. 
168th  New  York,  Col.  William  R.  Brown. 
169th  Pennsylvania,      Col.      Lewis     W. 

Smith. 
179th  Pennsylvania,     Col.     William     H. 

Blair. 


SECOND  DIVISION  (West  Point). 
Brier.  Gen.  GEORGE  II.  GORDON. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  WILLIAM  GURNEY. 

127th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  S.  L.  Wood- 
ford. 

142d    Now  York,  Col.  N.  M.  Curtis. 

14'3d    New  York,  Col  Horace  Boughton. 

144th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  David  E. 
Gregory. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  BURR  PORTER. 

22d  Connecticut,  Col.  George  S.  Burn- 
ham. 

40th  Massachusetts,  Maj.  Joseph  M.  Day. 
141st  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  William  K. 
Logie. 


Artillery. 

2d    Wisconsin  Battery,  Capt.  Charles  Beger. 
4th  Wisconsin  Battery,  Capt.  John  F.  Vallee. 

RESERVE  ARTILLERY  (Yorktown). 
Capt.  JAMES  MCKNIGHT. 

1st  New  York,  Batteries  F  and  H,  Capts.  Willliam  R.  Wilson  and  Charles  E.  Mink. 
8th  New  York  Battery,  Capt.  Butler  Fitch. 

1st  Pennsylvania,  Batteries  E  and  H,*  Capts.  T.  G.  Orwig  and  Andrew  Fagan. 
5th  U.  S.,  Battery  M,  Capt.  James  McKnight. 

UNASSIGNED  INFANTRY. 
172d  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  James  A.  Johnson. 


SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix. 

PECK'S  DIVISION  (Suffolk). 

Brig.  Gen.  MICHAEL  CORCORAN,  t 

First  Brigade.  Second  Brigade. 


Brig.  Gen.  II.  D.  TERRY. 

26th  Michigan,  Col.  J.  S.  Farrar. 
1st   New  York  Battalion  Sharpshooters, 

Capt.  Joseph  S.  Arnold. 
130th  New  York,  Col.  Alfred  Gibbs. 
152d    New  York,  Col.  Alouzo  Ferguson. 
167th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  J.  D.  Davis, 
llth  Rhode"  Island,  Col.  Gco.  E.  Church. 


Col.  R.  S.  FOSTER. 

13th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  C.  J.  Dohhs. 
112th  Now  York,  Col.  J.  C.  Drake. 
169th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Johu  Mc- 

Conihe. 

165th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  C.  H.  Buehlor. 
166th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  A.  J.  Fulton. 


*  One  section  of  Battery  E  with  West's  brigade  and  another  at  West  Point. 
tMaj.  Gen.  John  J.  Peck  commanding  the  post  of  Suffolk. 
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Third  Brigade. 
Col.   MATHEW    MURPHY. 

10th  New  Jersey,  Colonel  Ryerson. 

69th  New  York,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Reid. 
155th  New  York,  Colonel  McEvily. 
164th  Now  York,  Colonel  McMahon. 
170th  New  York,  Colonel  Mclvor. 

GETTY'S  DIVISION  (Suffolk). 

Brig.  Gen.  GEORGE  W.  GETTY. 

First  Brigade.  Third  Brigade. 


Col.  W.  R.  PEASE. 

2M,h  New  Jersey,  Col.  Andrew  Derrom. 

81)  th  Now  York,  Lieut.Col.T.  L.  England. 
1 013(1    New  York,  Col.  William  Heine. 
1 17th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  A.  White. 

Second  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  EDWARD  HARLAND. 

8th  Connecticut,  Col.  John  E.  Ward, 
llth  Connecticut,  Col.  G.  A.  Stedmau. 
15th  Connecticut,  Col.  C.  L.  Upham. 
16th  Connecticut,  Col.  Francis  Beach. 


Col.  A.  H.  DUTTON. 

21st  Connecticut,  Lieut.  Col.  T.  F.  Burpee. 
10th  New  Hampshire,  *  Colonel  Donohoe. 
13th  New  Hampshire,  Col.  A.  F.  Stevens. 
4th  Rhode  Island,  Lieut.  Col.  M.  P.  Bui- 
fuin. 

Reserve  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  I.  J.  WISTAR. 

99th  New  York,  Col.  D.  W.  Wardrop. 
118th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  O.  Keese,  jr. 
9th  Vermont,  Lieut.  Col.  E.  H.  Ripley. 
19th  Wisconsin,  Col.  II.  T.  Sanders. 


Artillery. 

1st  Pennsylvania,  Battery  A,  Capt.  John  G.  Simpson. 
5th  U.  S.,  Battery  A,  Lieut.  James  Gilliss. 

UNASSIGNED  (Suffolk). 
Cavalry. 

1st  Now  York  Mounted  Rifles,  Col.  B.  F.  Ouderdouk. 
llth  Pennsylvania,!  Col.  S.  P.  Spear. 

Artillery. 
Capt.  F.  M.  FOLLETT. 

1st  Delaware  Battery,  Capt.  B.  Nields. 

7th  Massachusetts  Battery,  Capt.  P.  A.  Davis. 
16th  New  York  Battery,  Capt.  F.  L.  Hiller. 
19th  New  York  Battery,  Capt.  W.  H.  Stahl. 

3d   Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery  (2d  battalion),  Capt.  J.  S.  Stevenson. 

4th  U.  S.,  Battery  D,  Capt.  F.  M.  Follett. 

4th  U.  S.,  Battery  L,  Lieut.  II.  C.  Hasbrouck. 

NORFOLK,  VA. 
Brig.  Gen.  EGBERT  L.  VIELE. 

148th  New  York,  Col.  William  Johnson. 
173d  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Daniel  Nagle. 
177th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  G.  B.  Wiestling. 

llth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  (Company  F), Capt.  B.  B.  Mitchell. 
7th  New  York  Battery,  Capt.  P.  C.  Regan. 


Transferred  from  First  Brigade.  t  Two  companies  on  detached  service. 
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FORT  MONROE. 

Col.  S.  M,  ALFORD. 

3d  Now  York,  Col.  S.  M.  Alford. 

CAMP  HAMILTON. 
Mtij.  JOHN  A.  DARLING. 

3d    Pennsylvania,  Artillery  (1st  battalion),  Maj.  John  A.  Darling, 
llth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  (one  company). 


Abstract  from  Tri-monthly  Return  of  the  Elc/hteenth  Army  Corps,  Department  of  North 
Carolina,  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  foster,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  May  31,  1863. 


Command. 

Present   for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

£ 

o 

21 

a 

G> 
% 

21 
0,  349 
2,  155 
3,405 
378 
1,300 

21 
7,718 
3,140 
1,839 
859 
1,721 

Palmer's  division      

227 
79 
07 
18 
41 

4,708 
1,  005 
1,104 
31!) 
1,103 

Leo's  brigade                                 -  

Artillery 

.  Total  at  Now  Berne 

453 
83 
121 
137 

8,  839 
1,718 
1,507 
2,781 

11,014 
2,  353 
1,892 
3,318 

15,  298 
-.',,  041 
2,  259 
3,  019 
10,  005 

District  of  Beaufort             

District  of  the  Albemarlo  

District  of  the  Pamlico                            .                  ... 

Detached  (Department  of  the  South)  

Grand  total                    .            

lllllli: 

i9,rrT 

794 

14,  905 

34,  300 

Organisation  of  the  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  Department  of  North  Caro 
lina,  Maj.  Gen.  John  0.  Foster,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding,  May  31, 
1863.* 

FIRST  DIVISION  (New  Berne). 
Brig.  Gen.  INNIS  N.  PALMER.! 


First  Brigade,  t 
Col.  T.  J.  C.  AMORY. 

17th  Massachusetts,  Maj.  Jones  Frankle. 

43d  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  John  C. 
fWhiton. 

45th  Massachusetts,  Col.  Charles  R.  Cod- 
man. 

51st  Massachusetts,  Col.  A.  B.  R.  Sprague. 


Second  Brlgade.\ 
Col.  HORACE  C.  LEE. 

5th  Massachusetts,  Col.  George  H.  Peir- 
son. 

25th  Massachusetts,  Col.  Josiah  Pickett. 

27th  Massachusetts,  Maj.  W.  G.  Bartholo 
mew. 

46th  Massachusetts,  Col.  William  S. 
ShurtlerF. 


*  According  to  corps  return  for  the  month  of  May,  1863,  discrepancies  between  that 
return  and  those  of  the  subordinate  commands  for  same  period  noted.  The  names  of 
regimental  and  battalion  commanders  taken  from  subordinate  returns. 

4-rPT*rt       A  \  \*1  01  f\tt        T»ri+lllM-»        Y»Or\r\T»  +  C3      I    1  /\1  rt  11  C»l       A  TO  *"*¥*  \T     f»  r\TYl  TY\  O  Tl  f\  1  IT  fT     -f.llO      T^lTriQlJ 


ie  division  return  reports  Colonel  Amory  commanding  the  Division,  Col.  C.  L. 
•ook  commanding  First  Brigade,  and  Col.  George  H.  Pcirson  commanding  the 


t  The 
Holbrook 
Second  Brigade, 
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INDEPENDENT  BRIGADES,   ETC.  (New  Berne). 


Jourdan's  Brigade. 
Col.  JAMES  JOURDAN. 

3d    Massachusetts,  Col.  S.  P.  Richmond. 
8th  Massachusetts,  Col.  F.  J.  Coffin. 
158th  Now  York,  Lieut,  Col.  W.  H.  Mc- 

Nary. 
58th  Pennsylvania,   Lieut.    Co1.    C.    B. 


Curtiss. 

Col.  S.  H.  Mix. 
Artillery. 


3d    New  York,  Maj.  T.  J.  Kennedy. 

1st  Rhode  Island,  Battery  F,  Capt.  James 


Belirer. 


Lee's  Brigade. 
Col.  FRANCIS  L.  LEE. 

44th  Massachusetts,  Col.  Francis  L.  Lee. 
92d   New  York,  Capt.  T.  A.  Merriman. 
5th  Rhode  Island,  Col.  Henry  T.  Sisson 

Cavalry. 


3d   New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  G.  W.  Lewis. 
12th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  P.  G.  Vonght. 
23d   New  York  Battalion,  Capt.  Emory 
Curnmings. 


Outpost. 

132d  New  York,  Col.  P.  J.  Claassen. 

DISTRICT  OF  THE  ALBEMAKLE.  * 
Brig.  Gen.  HENRY  W.  WESSELLH. 

85th  New  York,  Col.  J.  S.  Belknap. 
96th  New  York,  Col.  E.  M.  Cullen. 
101st  Pennsylvania,  Col.  David  B.Morris. 
103d    Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  C.  Maxwell.* 
8th  Massachusetts  (three  companies),  Capt.  F.  E.  Porter. 
1st  North  Carolina  (Union),  Company  L,  Lieut.  G.  W.  Graham. 
3d  New  York  Cavalry,  Company  D,  Capt.  H.  W.  Brown. 
24th  New  York  Battery,  Capt.  J.  E.  Lee. 

DISTRICT  OF  BEAUFORT. 
Brig.  Gen.  HENRY  M.  NAGLEE.! 

23d   Massachusetts,  Col.  A.  Elwell. 

9th  New  Jersey,  Col.  A,  Zabriskie. 
8lst  New  York,  Mnj.  D.  B.  White. 
98th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  F.  F.  Wead. 

3d   New  York  Cavalry,  Companies  B  and  C. 

1st  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  C. 

DISTRICT  OF  THE  PAMLICO.\ 
Brig.  Gen.  HENRY  PRINCE. 

158th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  D.  B.  McKibbin. 
168th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Joseph  Jack. 
171st  Pennsylvania,  Col.  E.  Bierer. 
175th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  S.  A.  Dyer. 

1st  North  Carolina  (Union),  Lieut.  Col.  J.  M.  McChesney. 

5th  Massachusetts,  Company  G,  Capt.  W.  T.  Granimer. 

3d   New  York  Cavalry  (two  companies),  Capt  G.  F.  Jocknick. 

1st  North  Carolina  Artillery  (Union),  Company  A. 
23d   New  York  Battery,  Capt.  A.  Ransom. 

*  Organized  May  3,  1863.  According  to  district  return  the  Eighty-fifth  and  Ninety- 
sixth  New  York  and  the  One  hundred  and  first  and  One  hundred  and  third  Pennsyl 
vania  constituted  a  brigade,  under  Col.  T.  F.  Lehmanu. 

t  According  to  district  return  Brig.  Gen.  F.  B.  Spiuola  was  in  command,  and  he  was 
assigned  to  that  command  May  29,  1863.  The  district  return  reports  the  infantry  as 
brigaded  under  Colonel  De  Forest. 

tOn  district  return  the  Pennsylvania  regiments  appear  as  the  "  Keystone  Brigade, ;' 
under  Col.  D.  B.  McKibbin. 
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DETACHED.* 

10th.  Connecticut,  Col.  John  L.  Otis. 

llth  Maine,  Col.  H.  M.  Plaisted. 

24th  Massachusetts,  Col.  F.  A.  Osborn. 

39th  Illinois,  Col.  Thomas  O.  Osborn. 

56th  New  York,  Col.  Charles  H.  Van  Wyck. 
100th  New  York,  Col.  George  B.  Dandy. 
New  York  Battalion. 

62d   Ohio,  Col.  Francis  B.  Pond. 

67th  Ohio,  Col.  Alvin  C.  Voris. 

52d   Pennsylvania,  Col.  J.  C.  Dodge,  jr. 

85th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Joshua  B.  Howell. 
104th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  T.  D.  Hart. 
174th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  John  Nyce. 
176th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  A.  A.  Lechler. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  June  1,  1803. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Comdg.  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.  : 
.GENERAL:  I  had  the  honor  verbally  to  inform  you,  shortly  after  the 
receipt  of  my  instructions  in  the  matter,  which  were  dated  January  3, 
that  I  was  prohibited  from  admitting  supplies  within  this  blockade  for 
foreign  men-of-war,  themselves  allowed  here  only  by  courtesy,  and  to 
afford  such  vessels  when  they  were  in  distress  for  coal  with  only  enough 
to  enable  them  to  get  f  o  Annapolis,  where  their  wants  could  be  satisfied. 
I  availed  myself  of  the  opportunity  when  Commander  Thrupp,  E.  N"., 
commanding  H.  M.  S.  Desperate,  was  here  yesterday  morning  to  com 
municate  this  information  to  him,  arid  to  tell  him  that  the  admission  of 
a  collier  for  H.  M.  S.  Einaldo,  on  the  19th  ultimo,  during  my  recent  ab 
sence,  was  allowed  by  the  officer  left  in  command  in  ignorance  of  my 
order  on  the  subject.  In  the  course  of  conversation  he  informed  me 
that  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  getting  coal  from  Colonel  Thomas, 
quartermaster  of  this  post,  and  that  Colonel  Thomas  in  such  cases  sent 
for  more  coal  to  supply  the  vacancy  thus  occasioned,  apparently  not 
being  informed  of  the  requirement  of  the  blockade  in  this  respect. 

I  would  respectfully  observe  that  it  is  a  violation  of  the  blockade 
(under  my  instructions  from  the  Department  for  its  preservation)  to 
turn  over  to  foreign  men-of-war  supplies  of  any  kind  which  have  been 
introduced  within  its  lines  for  the  United  States  troops,  and  I  would 
suggest  that  instructions  be  issued  to  prevent  such  violation  in  future, 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.'  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


FORT  MONROE,  VA.,  June  2, 1863—3,30  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  4.30  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief  : 

I  have  just  received  the  following  dispatch  from  General  Peck.    Will 
you  please  communicate  it  to  General  Hooker  ? 

I  have  a  man  who  left  Richmond  last  week.     Ho  says  Pickott's  division  passed 
through,  the  day  before  he  left,  for  Fredericksburg.     It 'had  been  there  and  partici- 

*For  service  In  Department  of  the  South. 
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patod  in  the  funeral  of  Jackson.  General  Elzoy  commands  in  the  city.  Citizens  and 
soldiers  talk  of  Lee's  moving  into  Maryland  with  85,000  men.  Says  the  most  of  Long- 
street's  troops  that  left  Blackwater  stopped  about  Richmond  in  consequence  of  the 
alarm  resulting  from  the  raids.  General  Ewell  made  lieutenant-general. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

Copy  of  this  has  beeii  sent  to  Major-General  Hooker. 

THOS.  T.  ECKERT, 

Major,  &c. 


YORKTOWN,  VA.,  June  2,  1863—12.30  p.  in. 
Major-General  HOOKER, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

It  seems  apparent  from  the  rumors  that  reached  me  that  a  movement 
of  rebel  troops  is  going  on  from  south  to  north,  and  that  the  idea  pre 
vails  over  the  lines  that  an  invasion  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania  is 
soon  to  be  made.  I  have  heard  nothing  definite,  but  all  the  rumors 
concur  to  produce  the  impression  stated. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Major-  General. 
(Copy  to  General  Halleck.) 


HDQRS.  DEFT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  June  2,  1863. 
Actg.  Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  Nortli  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron: 
ADMIRAL  :  When  I  received  your  letter  of  the  23d  of  April  advising 
me  that  you  considered  the  President's  proclamation  of  the  31st  March 
as  superseding  his  order  of  the  llth  November  last  I  had  no  informa 
tion  on  the  subject  to  warrant  me  in  giving  it  a  definite  answer.  I  have 
recently,  and  in  several  instances,  seen  letters  from  the  Treasury  De 
partment  informing  individuals  in  reply  to  inquiries  made  by  them  that 
the  whole  matter  of  trade  with  Norfolk  was  still  under  my  control  by 
virtue  of  the  order  referred  to.  I  would  'respectfully  suggest  under 
these  circumstances  that  you  ascertain  from  the  President  himself, 
through  the  Navy  Department,  whether  the  order  is  in  force,  unless 
you  are  satisfied  with  the  view  taken  by  the  Treasury  Department, 
which  is  constantly  granting  permits  on  my  certificates  as  heretofore. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA,  SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  June  2,  1863. 
Capt.  C.  B.  WILDER, 

Asst.  Quartermaster  and  Superintendent  of  Contrabands : 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  re 
ceipt  of  your  communication  of  this  date  relating  to  certain  contra 
bands  awaiting  transportation  to  Norfolk,  &c.,  and  in  reply  to  state 
that  he  has  referred  so  much  of  said  communication  as  relates  to  the 
said  contiabands  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thomas,  chief  quartermaster, 
for  report  thereon. 
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As  to  the  definition  of  your  powers  and  duties  under  your  instructions 
from  the  War  Department,  dated  January  28, 1863, 1  am  also  requested 
to  state  that  colored  persons  (contrabands  or  otherwise)  who  are  em 
ployed  and  paid  by  the  several  chiefs  of  the  staff  departments  as  labor 
ers  are  entirely  under  the  control  of  the  said  chiefs  of  departments,  and 
that  no  passes  to  these  persons  can  be  given  by  you  except  as  may  be 
authorized  by  the  said  chiefs  of  departments ;  that  passes  to  others 
(contrabands  or  colored  vagrants)  not  employed  as  mentioned  above 
may  be  given  by  you  to  Hampton,  Fox  Hill,  and  other  places  within 
the  lines  this  side  of  Yorktown,  but  cannot  be  given  by  you  either  to 
come  inside  Fort  Monroe  or  any  other  military  post,  or  to  go  on  board 
public  transports  from  one  place  to  another  in  this  department,  or  to 
go  out  of  the  department,  and  that  all  passes  for  such  purposes  must 
be  submitted  to  and  receive  the  indorsement  of  the  proper  military  au 
thority  before  they  can  be  used  or  become  valid. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  T.  VAN  BUREN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

FORT  MONROE,  VA., 

June  3,  1863—2  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief : 

From  all  that  can  be  gathered  a  good  many  conscripts  have  gone  to 
General  Lee.  Beauregard's  troops  have  not  gone  in  that  direction. 
They  have  probably  gone  to  Vicksburg,  as  well  as  the  troops  from 
Georgia.  Longstreet  was  at  Petersburg  last  week.  It  is  reported  to 
day  that  he  dined  at  South  Quay,  below  Franklin,  on  the  Blackwater, 
yesterday. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  OF  THE  ARMY,  ADJT.  GEN.'S  OFFICE, 
No.  249.  )  Washington,  June  3,  1863. 

******* 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  Hector  Tyndale,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  report  for  duty 
to  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  commanding  Department 
of  Virginia. 

******* 

Bv  command  of  Major-General  Halleck : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  News,  June  3, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  TJ.  S.  A., 

Comdg.  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.  : 
GENERAL  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday  regarding  per 
mits  for  Norfolk  trade,  and  have  referred  the  case  to  the  Navy  Depart 
ment  with  your  suggestions. 

I  would  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  would  cause  me  to  be  advised 
by  telegraph  or  otherwise,  as  most  convenient,  when  opportunities 
occur  for  sending  mails,  dispatches,  or  passengers  by  the  quartermas 
ter's  boats  from  Fortress  Monroe  to  New  Berne  or  Beaufort.  I  am 
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often  muck,  embarrassed  for  means  of  communicating  with  tkis  squad 
ron  on  tke  coast  off  Wilmington  and  in  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina, 
and  not  unfrequeutly  steamers  leave  for  the  above-mentioned  ports  be 
fore  I  can  avail  myself  of  the  opportunities  they  afford. 

I  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  willingness  and  courtesy  with  which 
dispatches,  passengers,  and  sometimes  stores  have  been  taken  and  de 
livered  for  the  Navy  by  the  army  transports. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Neivport  News,  June  13,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Comdg.  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.  : 
GENERAL  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  June  2  on  the  supposed  super 
seding  of  the  President's  order  of  November  11,  1862,  by  the  Presi 
dent's  proclamation  of  March  31,  1863,  with  respect  to  Norfolk  trade,  I 
beg  to  inform  you  that  according  to  your  suggestion  I  referred  the  mat 
ter  to  the  Department  on  the  3d,  and  in  reply,  under  date  of  the  9th, 
received  this  morning,  I  am  instructed  that  the  order  of  November  11, 
1862,  is  not  considered  suspended.    I  have  instructed  the  guard  ves 
sels  accordingly. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfullv,  yours, 

SL    P.    LEE, 

Actg.  Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


CONFEDERATE  CORRESPONDENCE!,   ETC. 

PETERSBURG,  VA.,  August  28, 1862. 
General  S.  COOPER: 

The  Federal  fleet  (nine  gunboats)  which  came  up  the  river  yesterday 
has  gone  down  James  Eiver  to  its  out-anchorage  off  Westoverand  come 
to.  No  Federal  vessels  in  James  Eiver  above  that  point  (Westover). 
The  fleet  lauded  a  small  force  at  City  Point  last  night ;  also  a  small 
party  on  the  Appomattox  Eiver  in  order  to  flank  one  of  my  signal  sta 
tions.  They  were  disappointed  in  their  object.  The  post,  not  being- 
armed,  fell  back.  Is  there  no  possible  means  of  arming  fhe  signal  corps, 
at  least  with  revolvers?  1  understand  the  Navy  Department  has  a 
number. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  MILLIGAN, 
Captain,  &c. 

PETERSBURG,  VA.,  August  29, 1862. 
General  S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  [and  Inspector]- G  ener  al : 

The  Federal  fleet  off  Berkley  (nineteen  gunboats,  including  the  mon 
itor  Galena)  got  under  way  this  morning  at  10  a.  m.  and  stood  down  the 
river.  At  12  in.  one  of  my  signal  men  telegraphed  from  Berkley  that 
the  fleet  [was  out]  of  sight  from  that  point,  heading  down  the  river. 

J.  F.  MILLIGAN. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS, 

No.  1.  J  Richmond,  Fa.,  August  30,  1862. 

I.  By  direction  of  the  War  Department  Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith  as 
sumes  command  of  the  defenses  of  Richmond  and  its  approaches. 

II.  The  officers  whose  names  are  herein  announced  constitute  the  staff: 
Maj.  Samuel  W.  Melton,  assistant  adjutant- general;  Surg.  E.  S.  Gail- 
lard,  medical  director;  Maj.  A.  F.  Cone,  chief  quartermaster;  Maj.  B. 
McKennie,  assistant  quartermaster;  Maj.  S.  B.  French,  chief  commis 
sary;  Maj.  R.  F.  Beckham,  ordnance  officer;  Lieut.  James  Howard, 
0.  S.  Artillery,  aille-de-camp. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-  General. 


THREE  MILES  FROM  TUNSTALL'S  STATION, 

Cross-Roads,  New  Kent,  August  30,  18G2. 

Maj.  SAMUEL  W.  MELTON: 

MAJOR  :  The  enemy  advanced  to-day  to  New  Kent  Court-House  and 
to  Forge  Mill,  on  the  Diascund  road.  At  the  latter  place  150  cavalry 
reported.  My  scouts  were  fired  upon  by  40  or  50  men  just  this  side  of 
New  Kent  Court-House.  New  Kent  is  about  9  miles  from  me,  and 
Forge  Mill  about  7  or  8  miles.  I  send  scouts  out  again  to-night.  I  un 
derstand  that  the  Yankees  are  about  leaving  Williamsburg,  and  these 
parties  may  be  assuring  their  rear. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  SHINGLER, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  &c. 


AUGUST  31—8.30  p.  m. 

GENERAL:  The  above  note  has  just  been  received.    I  expect  some 
thing  more  definite  by  to-morrow  morning. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

G.  W.  S. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg,  Va.,  September  8,  1862. 
Hon.  GEORGE  W.  RANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

SIR  :  In  pursuance  to  your  instructions  by  indorsement  on  back  of  a 
letter  of  John  ftoode,  jr.,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  complaints 
made  by  owners  of  negroes  at  work  here  on  the  defenses  are  founded  on 
misrepresentations.  The  negroes  are  well  taken  care  of. 

2d.  The  work  is  in  the  main  part  completed  from  the  Appomattox 
River  to  near  where  it  will  cross  the  Jerusalem  road.  About  four-fifths 
of  the  work  is  therefore  finished. 

3d.  Could  the  engineer  department  procure,  say,  150  negroes,  these 
might  be  discharged  on  Saturday  next,  notwithstanding. 

4th.  That  General  Hill  promised  with  his  force  to  obstruct  the  Roanoke 
River,  because  it  can  be  done  by  the  engineer  force  and  such  as  I  can 
procure  voluntarily  in  that  section  of  country. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  G.  FRENCH, 
Brigadier-  General. 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  ADJT.  AND  INSPECTOR  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

No.  211.  J  Richmond,  Va.,  September  9,  1862. 

******* 

XXY.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  J.  Bains  will  turn  over  his  submarine  defenses 

in  James  Eiver  to  Lieut.  Hunter  Davidson,  C.  S.  Navy. 

******** 

By  command  of  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assijfant  Adjutant- General. 

ENGINEER  BUREAU, 
Richmond,  Va.,  September  10,  1862. 
Col.  J.  F.  GILMER, 

Chief  Engineer  Department  of  Northern  Virginia: 

COLONEL  :  Inclosed  I  send  you  a  communication  *  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  directing  the  construction  of  a  passage-way  through  the  obstruc 
tions  for  the  iron-clad  steamer  Eichmond.  I  inclose  you  also  a  tracing 
of  a  drawing  in  my  possession,  showing  the  two  upper  lines  of  obstruc 
tions,  with  depths  of  water  at  ebb-tide.  I  have  studied  the  question 
with  some  care,  and  think  the  opening,  if  made,  should  be  on  the  north 
side  of  the  river  as  near  the  bank  as  possible.  The  gateway  may  be  ar 
ranged  as  shown  below,  although  further  study  may  greatly  improve 
the  idea : t 

The  bottom  of  the  passage-way  would  of  course  have  to  be  kept  leveled 
with  pierres  perdues,  so  that  the  lighter  when  sunk  would  come  to  the 
low- water  level.  There  is  some  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  propriety 
of  making  the  passage-way,  and  it  would  certainly  seem  of  doubtful 
policy  to  send  below  an  iron-clad  vessel  with  an  inferior  single-acting 
engine,  at  least  if  we  are  to  form  any  judgment  from  recent  disasters. 
The  whole  question  is  now  naturally  referred  to  you  as  chief  engineer 
of  the  Department  of  Northern  Virginia.  It  would  seem  an  easy  mat 
ter  to  raise  the  crib  of  the  second  line  of  obstructions,  which  one  is  too 
low,  to  the  level  of  low  water.  It  is  here  mentioned  as  a  matter  of  im 
portance. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

ALFRED  L.  EIVES, 
Acting  Chief  of  Engineer  Bureau. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Richmond ',  "Pa.,  September  15,  1862. 
Major-General  S.  G.  FRENCH, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Petersburg,  Va. : 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  yesterday  was  received  at  12  m.  to-day.  1 
handed  it  to  the  Secretary,  with  the  remark  that  unless  he  objected  I 
would  send  the  regiments.  He  told  me  to  use  my  own  discretion,  and 

handed  me  a  letter  which  he  received  a  few  moments  before  from . 

[Original  torn.]  I  inclose  the  letter*  with  this.  Colonel  Daniel  takes 
with  him  two  of  his  best  regiments  and  a  fine  battery.  If  the  Second 
North  Carolina  Cavalry  will  be  of  use  to  you  in  this  expedition  suspend 
the  order  sending  them  forward  until  after  you  get  back.  I  have  directed 

*  Not  found.  t  Drawing  omitted. 
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Colonel  Daniel  to  return  with  his  command  as  soon  as  the  expedition  is 
over.  Strike  the  hardest  blow  you  can.  Communicate  with  me  as  often 
as  practicable. 

With  full  confidence  in  your  judgment,  and  wishing  you  every  suc 
cess,  I  remain  yours,  truly, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

•••*'"'  * 

HEADQUARTERS, 

WaJceficld,  Va.,  September  17,  18G2. 
General  S.  G.  FRENCH: 

GENERAL  :  I  fear  very  much  that  unless  the  business  of  building  the 
bridge  and  repairing  the  railroad  be  pushed  our  expedition  will  be  a 
very  discreditable  failure  to  us  all.  Capt.  [Charles  H.]  Dimniock  has 
returned  to  Petersburg  without  my  seeing  him,  so  I  do  not  know  what 
arrangement  he  has  made;  but  there  are  no  materials  whatever  here — 
no  timber,  no  tools,  and  no  car-logs  to  haul  the  timber.  The  bridge- 
can  best  be  built  somewhere  on  the  railroad,  and  when  this  is  finished 
transported  down  to  Zuni ;  but  if  the  enemy  choose  to  they  can  prevent 
it  until  they  are  driven  away.  Whatever  we  are  to  do  must  be  done 
quickly,  or  all  our  trouble  will  be  in  vain. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  PETTIGREW, 

Brigadier-  General. 

P.  S. — This  was  written  before  I  received  your  note  at  night,  but  it 
may  as  well  go. 


WEDNESDAY  NIGHT,  [September  17, 1862.] 
General  S.  G.  FRENCH: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  just  received  your  note.  You  say  nothing  about 
Daniel,  but  I  suppose  your  note  to  him  gives  all  the  requisite  direc 
tions.  I  inclose  a  note  from  Ferebee  just  come  in.  The  captain  you 
saw  in  my  tent  said  he  thought  some  artillery  had  gone  up  by  the  river. 
Nevertheless  I  am  surprised  at  the  amount,  for  I  was  told  that  a  lady 
arrived  at  Franklin  with  dates  up  to  Monday,  and  said  there  were  only 
six  pieces.  I  shall  order  Burroughs  to  withdraw  his  pickets  Saturday 
night  and  rendezvous  his  force  at  Isle  of  Wight  Court-House  early  on 
Sunday  morning,  and  proceed  thence  to  the  river  opposite  to  Suffolk, 
upon  the  supposition  that  we  are  to  advance  Sunday  unless  you  make 
a  different  disposition.  Do  send  a  courier  to  hunt  up  Lieutenant  Ire- 
dell,  my  ordnance  officer,  and  send  him  down  here.  I  hope  Morey  will 
have  forage  collected  for  us  at  Franklin.  I  think  it  would  be  well  to 
order  down  some  extra  surgeons.  I  am  very  poorly  off  in  that  line. 
Upon  the  strength  of  the  eighteen  pieces  I  inclose  an  order  for  the  two 
iron  32s  arid  a  very  good  company.  Moseley  has  not  men  enough  in 
his  command  to  justify  more  guns.  If  they  are, to  come  to  me  here  it 
must  be  by  rail,  and  I  wish  you  would  give  an  order  for  transporta 
tion.  But  I  rather  think  they  had  better  go  by  land,  and  if  you  agree 
with  me  please  alter  the  inclosed  order  so  as  to  make  them  report  at 
Franklin  instead  of  Wakefield  and  send  it  out  to  Moseley's  camp. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  J.  PETTIGREW, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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[Inclosurc.] 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Franldin,  F«.,  September  17,  18G2 — 11  a.  in. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  J.  PETTIGREW: 

GENERAL  :  My  bridge  across  the  Black  water  will  be  completed  with 
certainty  in  five  hours.  It  will  be  strong  enough  to  support  the  heav 
iest  artillery.  The  damage  to  the  village  from  the  guns  of  the  enemy 
on  Monday  last  is  of  trifling  importance — no  damage  in  fact.  The 
strength  of  the  enemy  at  Suifolk  on  Monday  last  was  1,900  cavalry, 
five  regiments  of  infantry,  and  eighteen  pieces  of  artillery.  This  is  re 
liable. 

I  am,  general,  most  truly,  yours, 

D.  D.  FEREBEE, 
Colonel,,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  BAINS'  FARM, 
Wdkefidd,  Va.,  September  17,  18G2. 

Major- General  FRENCH,  Commanding: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of 
this  date.  I  herewith  inclose  the  letter  of  instructions  to  Colonel 
Owens,  commanding  Fifty-third  Regiment  North  Carolina  Infantry, 
whose  regiment  I  wish  to  join  me.  The  instructions  in  regard  to  the 
route  I  shall  leave  with  you  to  give  according  to  your  suggestions. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JUNIUS  DANIEL, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


COLERAIN,  N.  C.,  September  18,  1SG2. 
Hon.  ZEBULON  B.  VANCE,  Raleigli,  N.  C.  : 

SIR  :  Some  of  the  leading  farmers  and  citizens  of  Bertie  County  had 
a  consultation  on  the  15th  instant  in  Windsor,  it  being  Monday  of 
superior  court,  for  the  purpose  of  making  representations  to  Your  Ex 
cellency  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  affairs  in  this  county  and  to  ask 
some  executive  action  in  their  behalf.  Lewis  Thompson,  esq.,  was  ap 
pointed  to  visit  Raleigh  and  see  you  in  person,  but  he  not  being  able  to 
go  until  about  October  1, 1  was  requested  in  the  mean  time  to  lay  before 
you  in  writing  the  points  agreed  to  be  presented  and  the  reasons  which 
induced  the  gentlemen  present  to  ask  some  action  upon  them. 

This  county  is  almost  entirely  surrounded  by  the  waters  of  the  Al- 
bemarle  Sound  and  the  Eoanoke  and  Chowan  Rivers,  all  of  which  are 
navigable  to  the  largest  of  the  enemy's  steamers,  while  the  Caskie  River 
and  Salmon  Creek,  running  into  the  very  heart  of  the  county,  are  navi 
gable  to  his  steamers  of  highest  draught.  Upon  these  water-courses  lie 
the  main  body  of  the  excellent  farming  lands  of  the  county,  and  several 
thousand  slaves  are  upon  these  lands.  The  gunboats  of  the  enemy  are 
traversing  these  waters  almost  daily.  Occasionally  the  enemy  laud  a 
few  troops  at  unexpected  points,  but  so  far  have  committed  very  little 
depredation.  The  military  post  at  Plymouth  is  upon  the  very  border 
of  the  county  and  is  accessible  by  the  water-courses  above  named. 
There  is  not  a  Confederate  soldier  here,  and  not  the  least  show  of  pro- 
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tectiou  extended  to  the  citizens.  They  are  completely  at  the  mercy  of 
the  enemy  and  nothing  but  his  clemency  prevents  their  total  ruin.  The 
people  are  for  the  most  part  loyal  to  the  Confederacy  and  have  acted 
with  surprising  prudence  and  faithfulness.  But  how  long  is  it  prudent 
to  suffer  these  people  to  depend  entirely  upon  the  enemy  for  safety  and 
feel  that  they  are  neglected,  if  not  abandoned,  by  their  own  Government? 
The  greater  part  of  the  able-bodied  men  of  the  county  have  volunteered 
in  companies  raised  in  this  and  the  adjoining  counties  and  are  now  in 
the  army.  Some  have  been  taken  out  by  the  conscript  law,  and  the 
attempted  execution  of  that  law  has  driven  many  of  not  very  reliable 
character  to  the  enemy  at  Plymouth,  and  many  more  of  little  better 
character  are  in  readiness  to  repair  to  Plymouth  or  to  the  gunboats  if  its 
further  execution  is  attempted.  The  loyal  citizens  have  more  to  dread 
from  these  deserters  than  from  the  regular  enemy.  By  the  census  of 
1860  it  appears  that  there  are  8,000  slaves  in  this  county  and  only  6,000 
whites.  They  have  as  yet  lost  comparatively  few  slaves,  but  it  is  with 
great  difficulty  that  the  few  men  left  here,  unsupported  by  a  show  of 
military  force,  are  able  to  guard  the  avenues  of  escape  and  keep  up 
efficient  police  regulations.  If  they  should  attempt  to  remove  the 
slaves  the  most  of  them  would  run  off  at  once,  and  any  general  attempt 
to  remove  them  would  produce  an  almost  universal  stampede,  resulting 
in  the  loss  of  the  negroes  and  endangering  the  lives  of  the  few  citizens. 
But  if  the  removal  could  be  effected,  how  could  so  large  a  number  be  fed 
elsewhere,  and  what  would  become  of  the  property  necessarily  left  be 
hind?  But  as  Southern  men  they  take  another  view  of  the  conse 
quences  of  such  a  removal.  If  the  slave-holders,  being  men  of  means, 
flee  upon  the  approach  of  danger  and  leave  the  poorer  classes,  who  are 
unable  to  move,  and  the  families  of  soldiers  in  the  army  exposed  not 
only  to  the  enemy  but  to  the  gangs  of  runaway  slaves,  it  will  produce 
a  state  of  things  and  of  feeling  much  to  be  dreaded.  Is  it  not  the  duty 
of  the  influential  slave-holder  to  remain  and  to  exert  himself  to  preserve 
social  order  and  to  prevent  an  entire  disruption  of  society?  It  is  hoped 
that  the  enemy  will  soon  be  driven  away,  and  these  people  are  bearing 
up  under  their  troubles  sustained  by  that  hope,  feeling  that  they  have 
been  and  still  are  neglected,  but  yet  willing  to  believe  that  the  best  has 
been  done  that  circumstances  would  allow.  Several  months  spent  in 
this  state  of  constant  danger  and  anxiety  has  enabled  the  thinking  men 
of  this  county  to  see  what  was  necessary  to  be  done  more  clearly,  per 
haps,  than  can  be  seen  by  those  at  a  distance,  even  in  authority,  who 
must  judge  from  reports  only. 

They  met  in  Windsor  on  the  15th  instant  and  agreed  to  ask  the  in 
fluence  of  Your  Excellency  with  the  Confederate  authorities  to  adopt 
the  following  measures  and  such  others  as  may  be  deemed  most  ex 
pedient  : 

1st.  That  two  companies  of  cavalry  be  quartered  in  Bertie  County 
permanently,  and  they  desire  especially  the  two  companies  commanded 
by  Captains  Eandolph  and  Eure,  which  are  now  somewhere  on  the 
Seaboard  and  Eoanoke  Eailroad.  They  ask  these  two  officers  because 
they  know  them  to  be  men  of  great  discretion,  having  the  entire  confi 
dence  of  the  people  of  this  section.  They  think  a  force  under  an  indis 
creet  officer  would  be  of  more  injury  than  benefit.  For  instance,  should 
an  officer  exhibit  any  troops  upon  water-courses  in  sight  of  the  enemy 
it  would  cause  a  shelling  of  the  whole  neighborhood,  and  if  near  any 
dwelling  would  insure  its  destruction.  They  deem  the  character  of  the 
officer  sent  in  this  emergency  of  the  very  greatest  importance,  and  would 
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prefer  no  force  to  one  under  an  officer  of  doubtful  judgment.  With  this 
cavalry  to  back  them  the  citizens  left  could  preserve  order  and  prevent 
any  great  number  of  slaves  from  escaping.  The  very  presence  of  such 
a  force  would  intimidate  the  enemy  and  embolden  the  loyal  citizens  jto 
speak  and  act  with  freedom  and  zeal.  The  loyal  citizens  of  this  county 
ought  to  have  some  support.  The  interest  of  the  Confederacy  in  this 
section  requires  it. 

2d.  That  the  President  be  requested  by  Your  Excellency  to  exercise 
the  discretion  vested  in  him  by  the  late  act  of  Congress  to  exempt  this 
county  from  further  execution  of  the  couscript  law.  There  are  not  now 
men  enough  in  the  county  for  efficient  police  duty,  and  any  further 
attempt  at  executing  the  law  instead  of  getting  soldiers  for  our  army 
would  run  recruits  to  the  enemy,  for  the  correct-minded  men  subject  to 
the  law  have  already  gone  to  camp.  The  substantial  men  of  the  county 
dread  to  see  the  others  made  their  enemies.  If  the  conscript  law  is 
extended  to  forty-five  years  its  execution  would  complete  the  ruin  of 
this  county. 

3d.  That  no  military  order  requiring  slaves  to  work  on  fortifications 
or  serve  in  the  army  be  sent  to  this  county.  Its  efiect  would  be  to  make 
the  slaves  run  oft'  and  very  few  could  be  obtained  under  the  order,  for 
it  would  be  idle  to  attempt  to  hunt  negroes  in  this  section  now. 

But  another  reason  why  such  an  order  should  not  be  sent  here,  and 
why  the  counties  bordering  on  the  enemy's  lines  should  be  especially 
exempted  by  name,  is  this :  If  the  Confederate  authorities  commence 
taking  these  exposed  slaves,  or  any  part  of  them,  the  enemy  will  then 
have  a  military  excuse  to  take  those  that  are  left,  and  they  will  not  be 
slow  to  do  so.  Mr.  Thompson  will  be  in  Ealeigh  about  October  1  to 
communicate  verbally  with  Your  Excellency  upon  this  subject  and  to 
make  more  full  and  specific  statements  than  can  be  well  done  within 
the  limits  of  a  letter. 

I  have  written  under  the  instructions  of  the  meeting  of  Bertie  gentle 
men,  as  mentioned  above,  but  allow  me  to  add  that  for  the  most  part  I 
approve  their  recommendations  and  think  it  is  the  best  that  could  be 
done  under  the  circumstances.  Perhaps  so  small  a  force  as  two  com 
panies  might  be  in  danger  of  being  cut  off  by  the  enemy,  but  I  think  in 
an  emergency  the  citizens  would  rally  with  such  arms  as  they  could  get 
to  repel  an  attack.  If  the  Confederate  authorities  are  not  able  to  do 
something  it  might  be  well  to  authorize  the  raising  of  a  State  force  to 
operate  in  this  section.  It  could  be  done  without  difficulty  under  a 
proper  officer,  and  would  be  efficient  after  awhile;  but  something  ought 
to  be  done  for  this  section  of  the  State  at  once. 

Allow  me  personally  to  assure  you  of  my  esteem  and  readiness  to 
render  you  all  the  service  in  my  power  in  any  measures  deemed  best 
for  the  interests  of  the  State. 

Yours,  most  respectfully, 

JOHN  POOL. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Richmond,  Fa.,  September  18,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 

GENERAL  :  If  you  are  not  entirely  satisfied  that  your  force  is  ample, 
and  that  prompt  and  complete  success  can  be  attained,  your  movement 
should  be  suspended  and  the  troops  should  promptly  return  to  their 
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original  positions.  A  good  deal  of  time  has  elapsed  in  preparing,  and 
I  am  satisfied  that  the  enemy  are  well  informed  of  our  intentions  and 
that  tbey  are  prepared.  Besides,  the  indications  are  that  they  would 
avail  themselves  of  any  advantage  they  might  gain  and  follow  us  up. 
They  have  reoccupied  Williamsburg  in  force  and  are  extending  their 
lines  again  in  this  direction  from  that  point.  An  attempt  was  made 
last  night  to  burn  the  bridges  over  the  river  here.  It  is  not  wise  at  this 
time  to  bring  on  a  doubtful  conflict  so  far  from  our  lines  and  so  close 
to  their  strongholds.  Unless  you  are  certain  of  great  advantages  sus 
pend  your  operations  and  let  the  greater  part  of  the  troops  resume  their 
former  positions. 

Respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

Richmond,  Va.,  September  18,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH  : 

Your  letter  of  yesterday  is  received.  If  you  are  not  entirely  satisfied 
that  you  have  ample  means  for  accomplishing  the  object  promptly  and 
successfully  you  had  better  suspend  the  movement.  I  have  already 
furnished  you  more  than  could  well  be  spared.  There  are  indications 
that  the  enemy  has  notice  of  our  intentions  and  is  prepared  to  meet  us, 
and  also  to  take  advantage  of  the  fact  that  the  troops  are  absent  from 
the  defenses  of  this  city. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  »  ADJT.  AND  INSPECTOR  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

No.  69.  f  Richmond,  Va.,  September  19,  1862. 

******* 

III.  Hereafter  the  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith  will  embrace 
that  part  of  the  country  lying  south  of  the  line  of  operations  under 
General  R.  E.  Lee,  including  the  Department  of  North  Carolina.  All 
commanders  within  these  geographical  limits  will  report  to  and  receive 

their  orders  from  Maj  or- Gen  era!  Smith. 

******* 

By  order : 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


SEPTEMBER  19, 1862. 

I  have  information  from  Suffolk  as  late  as  Wednesday  afternoon.  The 
force  is  two  full  regiments  and  three  skeleton  regiments  of  infantry 
numbering  3,800, 1,900  cavalry,  and  six  pieces  of  artillery.  The  Yankee 
merchants  are  packing  up  their  goods  preparatory  to  a  move.  Yankee 
cavalry  to  the  number  of  140  now  encamped  in  5  miles  of  us  to  watch 
our  movements.  The  bridge  complete. 

D.  D.  EEREBEE, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Richmond,  Va.,  September  27,  1862. 
MJIJ.  Geu.  S.  G.  FRENCH, 

Comdy.  Dept.  of  North  Carolina,  Petersburg,  Va. : 

GENERAL  :  Your  report  of  movements  in  the  direction  of  Suffolk  arid 
the  causes  which  induced  you  to  suspend  operations  was  duly  received. 
You  acted  wisely  in  returning  under  the  circumstances  as  developed ; 
there  was  too  great  doubt  of  success  to  justify  an  engagement  in  that 
quarter  at  this  time. 

I  received  your  note  of  the  23d,  inclosing  pencil  report  of  agent  from 
Suffolk.  It  seems  to  have  been  delivered  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
by  him  handed  to  General  Magruder  to  be  given  to  me.  Magruder  did 
not  meet  me,  and  forgot  the  note.  Not  having  heard  from  you  since,  I 
infer  that  the  report  has  not  been  confirmed.  I  think  it  important  that 
you  should  as  far  as  [practicable]  and  consistent  with  other  duties  and 
necessities  hold  your  forces  in  North  Carolina  in  condition  and  position 
to  move  promptly  in  this  direction  at  any  and  all  times.  General  Lee 
is  far  off,  and  we  may  be  called  upon  suddenly  without  aid  from  him  to 
repel  an  attack  in  force.  The  Secretary  of  War  has  several  times  sug 
gested  the  withdrawal  of  Major  Burroughs'  companies  of  cavalry.  He 
intends  uniting  [them]  with  others  upon  this  side  and  forming  a  regi 
ment.  I  request  that  you  at  the  earliest  moment  have  these  Virginia 
companies  under  Major  Burroughs  relieved  by  other  cavalry  and  or 
dered  to  report  to  Major  Melton,  adjutant- general  of  my  command,  in 
this  city.  We  have  found  here  large  numbers  of  men  left  behind,  sick 
or  unfit  to  march,  in  the  different  camps  at  the  time  General  Lee's  forces 
left.  These  men  have  been  collected  and  sent  forward  to  their  com 
mands.  I  would  be  glad  if  any  such  remain  in  your  vicinity  to  have 
you  collect  and  organize  them  in  detachments,  under  control  of  officers 
and  non-commissioned  officers,  and  send  them  forward  by  the  cars. 
On  arriving  here  they  will  be  taken  charge  of  by  Colonel  Walker's 
guard,  which  is  under  General  [Winder],  and  dispatched  to  Winchester. 

Large  quantities  of  arms,  clothing,  tents,  *  *  *  the  camps  in 
this  vicinity,  and  I  presume  something  of  the  same  kind,  but  to  a  less 
extent,  occurred  near  Petersburg ;  if  so,  have  measures  taken  to  rem 
edy  the  evil.  I  hope  that  you  are  getting  the  detached  companies  and 
irregular  forces  into  satisfactory  shape. 

Have  you  heard  from  Col.  J.  O.  Long,  sent  to  inspect  Partisan  Ban 
gers  in  Western  North  Carolina  f  . 
Bespectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major- General. 

I  have  just  received  your  note  of  this  morning  since  writing  the 
above. 


STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 

Raleigh,  N.  C.,  September  28,  1862. 
General  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina  : 

GENERAL  :  I  learn  that  the  troops  (cavalry)  in  Eastern  North  Caro 
lina  are  to  be  brigaded,  which  is  proper  enough  j  but  the  very  first 
order  calls  all  of  them  to  Garysburg,  leaving  the  whole  coast  of  North 
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Carolina  without  protection.  Without  the  protection  of  the  cavalry 
the  finest  provision  region  in  the  State  can  be  desolated  by  the  enemy 
in  a  few  days.  It  is  not  to  be  thought  of  for  a  moment,  and  I  earnestly 
protest  against  it.  If  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  President  to  protect 
us  we  must  protect  ourselves.  Major  Evans  will  speak  more  particu 
larly. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


EXECUTIVE  OFFICE, 
Richmond,  Va.,  September  29,  1862. 
Col.  J.  E.  DAVIS, 

Aide-de-Camp,  Richmond,  Va.: 

COLONEL  :  You  will  proceed  to  Petersburg,  Va.,  and  confer  with  Gen 
eral  French  respecting  the  general  condition  of  his  command,  and  es 
pecially  as  to  the  number,  organization,  and  efficiency  of  the  partisan 
troops  serving,  or  being  proposed  for  service,  in  that  district ;  also  as 
to  the  number,  position,  and  movements  of  the  enemy  in  the  country 
on  the  south  side  of  the  James  Eiver  and  eastern  coast  of  North  Caro 
lina.  Should  it  be  requisite  you  will  visit  the  encampments  of  the  par 
tisans  and  the  camp  of  instruction  near  to  Ealeigh ;  but  it  is  desired 
that  you  should  return  by  or  before  Thursday  next. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JEFFEESON  DAVIS. 


Abstract  from  Ecturn  of  tlie  Department  South  of  James  Eivcr,  commanded  by  Brifj.  Gen. 
S.  G.  French,  for  September,  1862. 
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District  of  North  Carolina,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Martin. 
Franklin,  Va.,  Col.  J.  K.  Marshall,  two  regiments 
and  two  sections  of  artillery. 
Port  Walthall,  Captain  Sturdivant,  artillery  
Fort  Clifton,  Capt.  J.  C.  Coit,  infantry  and  artil 
lery. 
Richmond  turnpike,  Captain  Murchison,  cavalry.  . 
Prince  George  Court-House,  Capt.  D.  Bell,  cavalry. 

Total 

56 
96 

102 

4 
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407 
222 

7,340 
3,559 

9,362 
4,  921 

11,109 
5,595 
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252 

6 
16 

""55 

23 
10 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  Brig.  Gen.  G.  J.  Kains,  Dis 
trict  of  the  Cape  Fear. 

Grand  total 
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10,  899 

14,  283 

16,704   549         22 

55 

33 
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Abstract  from  Field  Return  of  troops  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith,  October  1, 
1862  (headquarters,  Richmond,  Fa.)- 
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Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  French,  commanding: 
Troops  in  North  Carolina  (Wilmington  and  Kinston)  
Troops  in  Virginia  (Petersburg)                   

420 
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4  68fi 
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10,  756 
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1  660  '     1  7(if> 

2  214 

2  780 

Col  T  J  Page  Chaffln's  Bluff   '                                    
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1,825 

3,893 
223 

2,238 

4,922 
261 
2,983 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  P.  Shingler's  cavalry,  picketing  the  Peninsul^ 
Richmond  defenses,  light  and  heavy  batteries  around  Rich^1 

mond. 

Near  Brook  Run,  on  Brook  turnpike  : 

54th  Regiment  North  Carolina  State  Troops 

27 

377 
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764 

57th  Regiment  North  Carolina-  State  Troops....  

30 

28 

591 
622 

602' 
638 

767 
789 

978 
991 

4'-'d    Regiment  Mississippi  Volunteers     

33 

443 

470 
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741 

Brigadier-General  Winder,  Department  of  Henrico  (includes 

40 

1,742 

1,751 

2,097 

2,522 

Camp  Lee,  city  guard,  <fcc.) 
Colonel  Chambliss,  on  Rappahanuock  : 

61st  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers    ...          

17 

393 

408 

454 

741 

13th  Regiment  Virginia  Cavalry  *  

2d  Regiment  North  Carolina  Cavalry  * 

Capt  S    S.  Lee  C.  S.  Navy,  Drewry's  Bluff*  

1,262 

22,  456 

23,  606 

29,  057 

35,  577 

*  Mb  report  received. 


EICHMOND,  VA.,  October  1,  1862. 
General  JONES,  Winchester,  Va.  : 

Inform  General  Lee  that  a  fleet  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  to  one 
hundred  and  thirty  transports  moved  up  toward  Alexandria  on  the  29th 
ultimo ;  that  the  enemy  had  blown  up  the  fortifications  at  Evansport  and 
Cock  Pit  Point;  that  300  cavalry  occupied  Warrenton  on  the  same  day, 
paroled  the  sick  and  wounded  and  left  at  night;  that  two  regiments  of 
infantry,  one  of  cavalry,  and  a  battery  of  four  pieces  are  moving  toward 
Warrenton  and  the  Rappahannock.  These  are  all  the  facts.  It  is  re 
ported  that  Sigel  on  the  27th  ultimo  moved  on  Ceutreville  with  30,000 
men,  mostly  new  regiments  (destination  Gordonsville),  and  that  a  large 
force  was  to  advance  immediately  toward  Richmond  via  Fredericksburg* 
We  have  pretty  reliable  information  that  the  force  at  Suffolk  has  been 


increased  to  about  18,000  men. 


G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-  General. 


HDQRS.,  Richmond,  Va.,  October  2, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH, 

Comely.  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Petersburg,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  Yours  of  yesterday  is  received.  I  think  it  advisable  to  or 
der  up  the  two  regiments  proposed,  i.  e.,  one  from  Wilmington  and  one 
from  Kinston,  immediately.  I  would  then  feel  that  we  had  two  brigades 
immediately  available  for  any  point,  at  the  same  time  leaving  a  respect- 
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able  force  at  Petersburg,  at  Dre wry  's  Bluff,  and  at  Chaffin's  Bluff.  The  ac 
cumulation  offeree  at  Suffolk  is  such  that  in  case  they  should  land  below 
the  obstructions  on  James  Eiver  a  force  from  their  large  fleet  of  trans 
ports,  we  would  need  all  the  available  force  from  North  Carolina.  Please 
have  the  two  regiments  that  will  be  left  at  each  of  the  points  named — 
Wilmington  and  Kinston — ready  to  move  whenever  called  upon.  In  case 
tbe  enemy  makes  a  very  strong  demonstration  upon  Gordonsville  and 
General  Lee  is  not  in  position  to  meet  it,  1  shall  have  to  move  some  of 
the  forces  from  here  in  that  direction ;  and  as  both  Eichmond  and  Peters 
burg  must  be  guarded,  this  might  require  that  all  the  troops  except  the 
heavy  artillery,  some  cavalry,  and  a  few  infantry  companies  for  guards 
of  bridges,  &c.,  should  be  withdrawn  from  North  Carolina.  Be  ready.  I 
directed  the  adjutant- general  to  send  you  the  information  received  here 
upon  which  the  telegram  of  yesterday  was  based.  How  far  down  the 
James  Eiver  does  your  signal  line  extend  now  ?  Give  us  the  earliest  prac 
ticable  accurate  information  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  I  am  much 
obliged  to  you  for  sending  General  Eains'  letter.  I  directed  it  to  be  re 
turned,  thinking  you  would  prefer  to  file  it  in  your  own  office.  Let  me  have 
Burroughs'  cavalry  companies  as  soon  as  you  can.  They  are  much  needed 
above.  If  the  particular  company  you  refer  to  from  the  vicinity  of  Suf 
folk  cannot  be  spared  now,  keep  it  for  the  present ;  send  on  the  others. 
Say  to  General  Pettigrew,  please,  that  it  is  contemplated  that  his  brigade 
will  be  called  in  this  direction  for  active  service.  I  know  he  will  be  ready. 
Communicate  with  ine  freely  and  in  full  all  your  views  and  wishes. 
I  remain,  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

Raleigh,  N.  CT.,  October  5,  1862. 
Hon.  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  : 

SIR  :  When  I  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  this  district  by  the 
direction  of  General  Lee  I  assumed  the  general  control  of  the  con 
scription  or  recruiting  business  in  the  State.  So,  after  doing  so,  I 
deemed  it  advisable  to  issue  the  inclosed  order,  in  connection  with  the 
order  and  proclamation  of  Governor  Vance.  The  good  effect  of  that 
order  has  been  very  perceptible.  Your  telegram*  to  Major  Mallett  of 
yesterday's  date  will  set  aside  this  order  and  cause  great  complaint. 
I  respecfully  suggest  that  men  be  not  forced  into  regiments,  but  be 
allowed  the  choice  assured  in  my  order,  Major  Mallett  only  using  such 
influence  as  he  can  to  direct  their  choice.  Should  a  sudden  emergency 
require  the  use  of  400  or  500  men  in  the  vicinity  of  Eichmond  it  would 
be  better,  in  my  judgment,  to  order  the  camp  guard  there  for  a  week  or 
so  than  to  compel  conscripts  to  go  to  those  regiments. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  MARTIN, 
Brigadier-  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Write  to  General  Martin  that  it  was  deemed  necessary,  in  order  to 
insure  uniformity  in  the  execution  of  the  law  for  the  enrollment  of  con 
scripts,  that  it  should  be  conducted  under  the  control  of  the  depart 
ment,  and  it  was  so  ordered  on  April  28  last  in  General  Orders,  No. 

*  Not  found. 
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30.  Experience  thus  [far]  has  confirmed  the  views  then  takeo,  and  it 
has  been  found  that  to  place  the  enrollment  of  conscripts  under  the 
control  of  the  general  commanding  a  department,  subjects  it  to  change 
with  every  change  of  a  department  commander.  General  Lee's  orders 
were  not  intended  to  conflict  with  the  policy  and  express  order  of  the 
department,  but  merely  to  secure  the 'valuable  aid  of  the  adjutant-gen 
eral  of  the  State  in  carrying  that  policy  out.  The  only  objection  to  the 
order  proposed  by  General  Martin  is  that  it  conflicts  with  the  conscript- 
act  in  restricting  the  maximum  of  infantry  companies  to  a  smaller  num 
ber  than  is  allowed  by  that  act.  The  right  to  volunteer  before  enroll 
ment  is  reserved  by  law,  and  the  order  to  Major  Mallett  only  applies 
to  enrolled  men.  Orders  have  been  given  for  the  immediate  filling  up 
of  the  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  regiments  at  Richmond,  because 
the  enemy  are  preparing  to  attack  the  citv  with  a  heavy  force. 

G.  W.  RANDOLPH. 

[Inclosuros.] 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  }       STATE  OF  N.  C.,  EXECUTIVE  DEFT., 

ADJT.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE  (MILITIA), 
No.  7.  )  Raleigh,  N.  (7.,  September  13,  1802. 

I.  Colonels  and  other  officers  in  command  of  the  Militia  of  Nortli 
Carolina  are  hereby  ordered  to  bring  all  men  liable  to  conscription  in 
their  commands  and  all  soldiers  absent  from  their  regiments  without 
leave  to  the  camp  of  instruction  at  Raleigh.    All  power  necessary  for 
the  enforcing  of  this  order  is  hereby  given  them. 

II.  A  failure  or  refusal  to  comply  with  this  order  will  subject  the  of 
fender  to  the  penalties  of  a  court-martial  and  consequent  reduction  to 
the  ranks. 

III.  The  executive,  through  its  own  officers,  having  thus  undertaken 
to  collect  all  persons  liable  to  militia  duty  instead  of  allowing  Confed 
erate  officers  to  do  so,  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  all  will  come  up  promptly 
to  the  performance  of  their  duty. 

By  order  of  Governor  Yance  : 

J.  G.  MARTIN, 
A  d jut  ant-  Genera  I. 

A  proclamation  by  Z.  B.  Vance,  Governor  of  North  Carolina. 

EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

September  18,  1862. 

Whereas  information  has  reached  me  that  certain  persons,  unmindful 
of  the  calls  of  patriotism  and  forgetful  of  the  duties  of  good  citizens,  are 
using  their  influence  to  prevent  obedience  to  the  law  of  Congress  known 
as  the  conscription  law,  and  that  others  are  attempting  to  organize  an 
open  resistance  to  its  execution  ;  and  whereas  such  conduct  being  not 
only  in  direct  violation  of  law,  but  also  detrimental  in  the  highest  degree 
to  the  cause  of  our  country,  it  becomes  my  sacred  duty  to  prevent  and 
repress  the  same  by  all  the  means  iu  my  power : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Zebulon  B.  Yance,  Governor  of  North  Carolina,  do 
issue  this  my  proclamation  warning  all  such  persons  to  desist  from  such 
unpatriotic  and  criminal  conduct,  earnestly  hoping  that  all  who  are  dis 
inclined  to  defend  their  homes  themselves,  either  by  reason  of  age,  in 
firmity,  or  cowardice,  will  cease  to  dissuade  those  who  are  willing,  and  no 
tifying  positively  all  persons  contemplating  an  armed  resistance  to  the 
,  if  there  really  be  any  such  misguided  and  evil  disposed  persons  in 
.48  R  R — VOL  xvin 
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our  midst,  that  they  will  commit  the  crime  of  treason  according  to  the 
laws  of  Congress,  and  must  not  expect  to  escape  its  penalties.  While 
thousands  upon  thousands  of  our  best  and  bravest  have  cheerfully  obeyed 
the  law,  and  by  their  patriotic  valor  have  driven  the  enemy  back  to  the 
Potomac,  it  would  be  an  intolerable  outrage  upon  them  to  permit  others 
to  shirk  or  evade  the  law,  or  worse  still,  to  resist  it  by  open  violence. 
Let  no  one,  therefore,  be  deceived.  The  law  will  be  enforced,  and  I  ap 
peal  to  all  loyal  and  patriotic  citizens  to  sustain  those  who  are  charged 
with  its  execution. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  attested  by  the  great  seal  of  the  State.  Done 
at  the  city  of  Ealeigh  the  18th  day  of  September,  1862. 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 

By  the  Governor : 

E.  H.  BATTLE,  JR., 

Private  Secretary. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  )      HDQRS.  DISTRICT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 
No.  2.  (  Ealeigh,  N.  C.,  September  9,  1862. 

I.  All  persons  liable  to  military  duty  under  the  conscription  law  are 
hereby  required  to  come  to  the  camp  of  instruction  near  this  city  at 
once.    Those  doing  so  will  be  allowed  to  select  the  infantry  regiments 
they  wish  to  join,  and  unless  full  they  will  be  assigned  accordingly. 

II.  The  regiments  of  infantry  and  artillery  on  duty  in  this  State  are 
authorized  to  enlist  conscripts  to  increase  each  company  of  infantry  and 
heavy  artillery  to  100  men,  but  not  exceeding  it,  and  light  batteries  to 
150  men. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Martin : 

A.  GOEDON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

STATE  OF  N.  CAROLINA,  EXECUTIVE  DEFT.,  A.  G.  O., 

Raleigh,  N.  C.,  September  22,  1862. 

The  $50  bounty  will  be  paid  to  all  men  who  come  into  camp  under 
this  call  before  they  leave  to  join  their  regiments. 

J.  G.  MARTIN. 
Adjutant-  General. 

ENGINEER  BUREAU, 
Richmond,  Va.,  October  9,  1862. 

Col.  WALTER  GWYNN,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

SIR  :  By  direction  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  you  are  hereby 
assigned,  as  an  agent  of  the  Department,  to  make  an  examination  of  the 
navigable  water-courses  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  of  North  Caro 
lina,  viz,  the  Neuse,  Tar,  Eoanoke,  and  Chowan  Eivers,  with  a  view  to 
their  defense  against  a  naval  and  land  attack.  It  is  desirable  to  control 
the  rivers  as  far  down  as  possible,  and  thus  afford  all  the  protection  in 
our  power  to  plantations  and  other  property  along  their  borders.  To 
be  effective  the  defense  in  each  case  will  consist  of  two  distinct  parts : 
First,  the  placing  of  strong  obstructions  in  the  channel  of  the  river; 
second,  batteries  (with  works  of  proper  strength  for  defense  against  a 
land  attack)  so  placed  on  the  bank  as  to  have  a  complete  command  of 
the  obstructing  works.  As  the  garrison  that  can  be  furnished  for  each 
fort  will  have  to  be  small,  the  facilities  for  sending  prompt  succor  to 
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each  position  occupied  must  be  carefully  studied.  The  strength  of  pro 
file  to  be  given  to  the  works  along  the  land  fronts  will  of  course  be 
governed  by  the  same  consideration.  It  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  found 
practicable  to  occupy  a  point  on  the  ISTeuse  at  least  as  low  as  Kinstou, 
on  the  Tar  as  low  as  Greenville,  and  on  the  Roanoke  as  low  as  Ham 
ilton.  This  can  only  be  determined  upon,  however,  after  making  the 
examination  intrusted  to  you.  As  to  the  Chowan  Kiver,  it  is  probably 
at  present  so  entirely  under  the  control  of  the  enemy  as  to  prevent  us 
from  holding  any  point  along  its  banks.  In  the  progress  of  events  this 
occupation  may  become  practicable,  in  which  case  you  will  make  the 
desired  examination.  In  the  selection  of  sites  for  batteries  to  command 
rivers  high  points  should  be  preferred,  and  the  open  range  of  river 
below  should  not  be  greater  than  that  of  our  own  guns.  As  soon  as  you 
have  decided  upon  the  positions  to  be  held  and'the  general  character 
of  the  works,  namely,  obstructions,  batteries,  forts,  &c.,  you  will  report 
at  once  to  this  Bureau,  sending  such  sketches,  maps,  and  plans  as  will 
give  a  full  understanding  of  your  projects.  At  the  same  time  you  will 
make  preparations  for  procuring  all  necessary  materials  and  labor  for 
construction,  reporting  the  results  at  once  to  this  off  ce.  Application 
will  be  made  to  the  major-general  commanding  at  Richmond  for  in 
structions  to  be  given  to  the  commanders  in  North  Carolina  to  furnish 
troops,  when  needed,  for  protecting  the  operations  now  committed  to 
your  charge.  At  the  earliest  day  practicable  two  assistants  will  be  as 
signed  to  you,  with  the  hope  that  by  their  aid  you  can  press  the  defenses 
the  more  rapidly  to  a  state  of  efficiency.  You  will  please  to  proceed  to 
North  Carolina  at  once  and  enter  upon  the  duties  assigned  you.  You 
will  notify  this  Bureau  as  early  as  possible  as  to  the  point  at  which  the 
assistants  shall  be  ordered  to  report  to  you.  Prompt  arrangements 
will  be  made  for  paying  the  necessary  expenses. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  of  Engineer  Bureau. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Richmond,  Va.,  October  10,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH, 

Comdg.  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Petersburg,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  The  Secretary  of  War  says  that  although  we  cannot  form 
the  Partisan  Rangers  into  a  brigade  regularly  there  is  no  reason  why 
the  regiments  of  Colonel  Claiborne,  Colonel  Ferebee,  Colonel  Griffin, 
and  Colonel  Evans  should  not  all  be  required  to  report  to  Brigadier- 
General  Robertson.  He  requests  that  this  be  done  and  that  General 
Robertson  be  assigned  to  command  the  pickets  and  outposts  of  these 
regiments  as  well  as  the  camp  of  instruction,  and  that  the  picket  and 
outpost  duty  be  performed  by  details,  so  that  all  may  share  instruction 
in  camp.  If  General  Robertson  will  request  the  adjutant  and  inspector 
general  to  assign  an  assistant  adjutant- general  or  quartermaster  and  a 
commissary  to  his  command  it  will  be  done,  and  his  wishes  I  am  sure 
will  be  complied  with  in  regard  to  the  particular  officers  he  may  desig 
nate  for  these  places,  if  it  is  practicable  to  do  so. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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ENGINEER  BUREAU,  Richmond,  Fa.,  October  11, 1862. 

Maj.  SAMUEL  W.  MELTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Richmond,  Va. : 

MAJOR  :  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  1  have  assigned  to 
Col.  Walter  Gywnn,  civil  engineer,  the  duty  of  examining  the  Neuse, 
Tar,  Koanoke,  and  Chowan  Kivers,  including  their  tributaries,  with  a 
view  to  their  defense  by  obstructions  placed  in  the  rivers  and  batteries 
commanding  the  same.  Colonel  Gwynn  is  instructed  to  proceed  with 
the  works  at  once,  if  practicable.  To  aid  him  and  give  the  necessary 
protection  to  his  operations  I  have  to  respectfully  request  Major-Gen  - 
eral  Smith,  commanding,  to  give  orders  to  the  commanders  in  North 
Carolina  and  at  Petersburg,  Ya.,  to  act  in  concert  with  Colonel  Gwynn, 
and  afford  him  every  assistance  possible  with  the  troops  under  their 
respective  commands.  I  will,  if  possible,  assign  two  engineer  officers 
to  assist  in  pressing  forward  the  contemplated  works.  It  is  hoped  the 
planters  along  the  rivers  will  be  able  to  furnish  the  requisite  labor  for 
constructing  the  defenses. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  F.  GILMEK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bureau. 

P.  S.— Please  furnish  a,  copy  of  the  general's  orders  to  this  Bureau  for 
the  use  of  Colonel  Gwynn. 


ENGINEER  BUREAU, 
Richmond,  Va.,  October  11,  1862. 
Capt.  C.  K.  COLLINS, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  C.  S.  Army.  Smithville,  N.  C.  : 

CAPTAIN:  Your  letter  of  the  2d  instant  was  received  three  or  four 
days  ago,  but  a  pressure  of  current  business  in  this  office  has  prevented 
an  earlier  reply.  In  reference  to  the  construction  of  casemates  in  Fort 
Caswell  I  have  to  say  that  it  is,  in  my  judgment,  impracticable  to  do 
so,  but  as  a  protection  to  the  artillerists  thick  and  high  traverses  should 
be  constructed  between  the  guns  and  the  parapet  raised  on  the  right 
and  left  so  as  to  form  half  embrasures,  giving  only  such  field  of  fire  as 
may  be  necessary  to  cover  the  channels  of  approach.  The  parapet 
ought  to  have  a  height  of  not  less  than  5J  even  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  terre-plein,  and  the  intermediate  traverses  should  have  a  thickness 
of  not  less  than  18  feet  at  the  base.  If  the  guns  are  too  near  each  other 
to  allow  space  for  traverses  of  the  requisite  dimensions  then  every 
alternate  one  should  be  removed  and  mounted  at  new  points  selected 
so  as  to  give  the  best  fire  possible  on  the  approaches.  For  revetting 
the  traverses  the  turf  or  sod  from  the  low,  marshy  ground  adjacent  will 
probably  answer,  also  for  the  increased  height  to  be  given  to  the  para 
pet  on  the  right  and  left  of  each  gun.  If  possible,  you  should  form 
bomb-proofs  within  the  work  for  sheltering  the  artillerists  not  engaged 
in  serving  the  guns.  At  the  rear  end  and  under  the  intermediate 
traverses  may  be  a  proper  place  for  the  bomb-proofs.  If  possible,  addi 
tional  long-range  guns  will  be  provided  for  Fort  Caswell.  As  soon  as 
the  new  appropriations  become  available  funds  will  be  placed  to  your 
credit,  as  promised  by  Captain  Eives.  It  is  out  of  the  power  of  this 
Bureau,  owing  to  the  many  calls  for  engineer  officers,  to  furnish  you  with 
an  assistant  at  this  time.  If  the  works  will  be  delayed  for  the  want  of 
one  you  must  employ  a  competent  civil  engineer. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMEB, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Engineer  Bureau. 


CHAP.  XXX.  1         CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. CONFEDERATE.  757 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Richmond,  Va.,  October  13,  1862. 
Major-General  FRENCH, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina  : 

GENERAL:  In  giving  instructions  for  replacing  incompetent  men  on 
signal  duty  by  other  details  the  major-general  commanding  designed 
to  restrict  such  details  to  your  command  proper,  his  authority  over 
men  from  other  armies  who  may  be  in  hospital  only  continuing  so  long 
as  they  are  properly  retained  as  inmates.  He  directs  that  you  will  re 
gard  General  Lee?s  orders  in  reference  to  Sergt.  H.  M.  Cottingham, 
Company  B,  Second  Georgia  Battalion,  and  Private  Thomas  F.  Holly, 
Company  H,  Third  Alabama  Eegiment,  as  imperative,  and  remand  these 
men  to  their  respective  commands.  Their  places  in  the  Signal  Corps  will 
be  supplied  by  details  from  your  own  command.  An  order  has  been 
issued  to-day  (a  copy  of  which  has  been  furnished  you)  assigning  Col. 
Walter  Gwynn,  civil  engineer,  to  the  duty  of  examining  the  Neuse,  Tar, 
Eoanoke,  and  Chowan  Eivers,  with  a  view  to  their  defenses,  and  direct 
ing  you  to  assist  as  far  as  possible  with  the  forces  under  your  command. 
If  possible,  two  other  engineer  officers  will  assist  in  pressing  the  works 
forward.  It  is  very  desirable  that  measures  be  taken  to  procure  labor 
from  the  planters  along  these  rivers,  and  the  major-general  commanding 
desires  that  whatever  may  be  necessary  to  that  end  be  done  promptly. 
If  the  people  will  furnish  the  assistance  reasonably  expected  of  them 
the  works  can  be  completed  at  an  early  day. 

Yery  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  W.  MELTON, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General.  ^ 


ENGINEER  BUREAU, 
Richmond,  Va.,  October  14,  1862. 
Lieut.  W.  G.  BENDER, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  Provisional  Army,  Richmond,  Va.  : 
SIR  :  Herewith  I  hand  you  an  order  to  proceed  to  Goldsborough,  IS".  C., 
and  report  to  Col.  Walter  Gwyun,  civil  engineer,  for  duty.  As  an 
assistant  in  the  operations  committed  to  Colonel  Gwynn,  in  addition  to 
the  ordinary  duties  of  the  engineer,  you  are  charged  with  the  disburse 
ments  of  all  funds  to  be  expended  in  payment  for  materials  and  work 
manship  applied  in  the  construction  of  defenses  along  the  rivers  of 
Eastern  North  Carolina  and  for  surveys  of  the  country  bordering  there 
on.  For  this  purpose  funds  will  be  placed  to  your  credit  with  the  treas 
urer  of  the  Confederate  States  at  Eichmond,  Va.  You  will  keep  and 
render  this  Bureau,  for  transmission  to  the  Tueasury,  the  monthly 
and  quarterly  statements  and  accounts  as  required  by  the  Army  Eegii- 
lations.  On  your  application  to  this  office  tbe  necessary  blank  forms 
will  be  supplied. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
Lieutenant -Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bureau. 

EXECUTIVE  OFFICE, 
Richmond,  October  17,  1862. 
His  Excellency  ZEBULON  B.  VANCE,  Governor  of  North  Carolina  : 

MY  DEAR  SIR  :  The  resolutions  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  citizens 
of  Onslow  County,  North  Carolina,  referred  to  me  by  you,  were  duly 
received,  and  have  occupied  my  serious  attention. 
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I  have  not  been  unmindful  of  the  condition  of  the  eastern  portion  of 
your  State,  and  can  make  allowance  for  the  anxiety  felt  by  those  who 
reside  there.  Efforts  are  industriously  made  to  organize  and  instruct 
the  new  levies  of  mounted  troops,  that  force  being  most  relied  on  to 
protect  your  exposed  districts,  and  you  may  be  assured  that  the  Gov 
ernment  will  do  everything  in  its  power  to  defend  the  citizens  of  Ons- 
low  against  the  depredations  of  the  enemy.  With  this  view  General 
French  has  received  orders  to  send  thither  as  soon  as  practicable  a 
force  to  prevent  marauding  expeditions  and  afford  protection  to  private 
property. 

The  large  and  increasing  numbers  of  the  enemy  at  Suffolk,  whence 
he  threatens  North  Carolina  and  Virginia  as  well  as  our  principal  line 
of  communication,  has  rendered  it  necessary  to  concentrate  our  forces 
at  a  point  where  they  can  offer  the  most  effective  resistance;  and  in 
the  success  of  that  resistance  I  am  sure  that  the  intelligent  citizens  of 
Onslow  County,  as  well  as  of  the  rest  of  North  Carolina,  will  perceive 
how  deeply  they  are  interested. 

I  gratefully  acknowledge  tbe  earnest  and  patriotic  manner  in  which, 
since  your  assumption  of  the  executive  authority  in  North  Carolina, 
you  have  labored  to  fill  her  battle-thinned  regiments  and  recruit  our 
armies  in  the  field.  I  am  happy  in  the  confidence  that  you  will  con 
tinue  to  afford  this  Government  your  valuable  co-operation,  and  beg  to 
assure  you  of  the  deep  interest  I  feel  in  all  that  relates  to  the  security 
and  welfare  of  your  State. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

JEFFEKSON  DAVIS. 


STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 

Ralelgli,  October  20,  1862. 
His  Excellency  President  DAVIS: 

DEAR  SIR  :  Pardon  me  for  addressing  you  in  regard  to  a  matter  that 
should  ordinarily  come  before  the  Quartermaster- General,  but  its  im 
portance  justifies  me  in  bringing  the  matter  directly  to  your  notice. 

Large  quantities  of  harness  are  made  in  this  State  by  contract  with 
the  Confederate  Government  agents.  The  prices  paid  being  more  remu 
nerative,  almost  two-thirds  of  our  leather  is  made  into  harness  instead 
of  shoes.  As  shoes  are  now  our  greatest  need  I  respectfully  suggest 
that  the  Quarter  master- General  cease  to  contract  for  leather  harness 
and  allow  the  whole  product  of  our  tanneries  to  go  into  the  manufacture 
of  shoes.  Harness  sufficiently  strong  for  all  reasonable  purposes  can 
be  made  of  heavy  cotton  goods.  Much  of  it  is  in  use  in  this  State,  and 
is  found  to  answer  every  end.  So  far  as  my  observation  goes  it  would 
enable  us  to  double  the  amount  of  shoes  produced. 

I  need  not  remind  you  of  the  importance  of  this  item  for  the  army 
nor  of  the  great  difficulty  we  are  realizing  in  getting  a  supply. 

Hoping  you  may  think  favorably  of  the  suggestion,  I  remain,  very 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


ENGINEER  BUREAU, 
Richmond,  Va.,  October  20,  1862. 

Col.  WALTER  GWYNN,  Kimton,  N.  C.  : 

COLONEL:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  in  which 
you  describe  the  position  of  the  defensive  works  on  the  Neuse  River,  3 
miles  below  the  town  of  Kiuston,  constructed  by  Maj.  W.  B.  Thompson. 
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The  selection  of  a  better  position  for  defending  the  river  is  desirable, 
especially  if  one  can  be  found  below.  Much  must  be  left  to  your  judg 
ment  and  experience  in  making  the  change,  but  when  you  have  chosen 
a  new  site  you  will  as  soon  as  possible  furnish  this  office  with  a  full  de 
scription  and  sketch  of  the  ground  and  the  approaches.  If  you  need 
the  service  of  Major  Thompson  as  an  assistant  you  can  retain  him.  His 
local  knowledge  will  give  him  advantages  that  will  no  doubt  make  his 
services  the  more  valuable.  I  presume  Lieuts.  [W.  G.]  Bender  and 
Randolph,  Provisional  Engineers,  have  reported  to  you  by  this  time  as 
assistants.  You  have  the  authority  to  employ  agents  to  collect  the  nec 
essary  negro  force  to  construct  the  work  committed  to  your  charge,  and 
foremen  or  overseers  to  direct  their  labors  to  the  best  advantage.  With 
the  services  of  Major  Thompson  and  Lieutenants  Bender  and  Eandolph 
as  assistants  it  is  hoped  that  you  w^ill  not  find  it  necessary  to  employ 
persons  in  the  capacity  of  superintendents.  It  does  not  appear  from 
the  records  of  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office  that  Major 
Thompson  holds  the  appointment  of  major  in  the  Provisional  Army  of 
the  Confederacy.  Is  he  an  officer  in  one  of  the  North  Carolina  regiments 
now  in  the  Confederate  service  f  I  fear  that  there  will  be  much  difficulty 
in  procuring  a  sufficient  number  of  chains  and  anchors  for  securing 
heavy  rafts,  such  as  you  propose  for  obstructions  in  place  of  cribs  sunk 
with  the  stone  or  in  place  of  piling.  You  will  please  to  make  every 
effort  to  procure  such  materials  as  will  be  needed  for  the  works  you  may 
decide  upon.  You  will  purchase  all  the  shovels  and  spades  you  can  and 
on  the  best  terms  they  can  be  procured ;  also  such  other  tools  as  may  be 
necessary.  If  you  foil  to  get  as  many  as  you  may  need  the  Bureau  may 
be  able  to  aid  you  to  a  limited  extent. 

I  am.  sir.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bureau. 

Abstract  from  Field  Return  of  troops  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.   Gr.  W.  Smith,  October  20, 
18G2  (headquarters,  tiichmond,  Va.). 
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*  No  report  received. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg,  Va.,  October  22, 1862. 
[Governor  VANCE,  Raleigh,  N.  C.  :\ 

DEAR  GOVERNOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  yesterday. 

Let  me  first  assure  you  that  you  have  not  the  interest  and  welfare  of 
the  people  of  your  State  more  at  heart  than  I  have. 

2d.  That  after  the  departure  of  General  Lee  to  Northern  Virginia 
North  Carolina  was  stripped  of  all  her  available  forces  to  meet  the  enemy 
on  the  Potomac. 

3d.  That  on  the  threatening  advance  of  the  enemy  at  Warrenton  and 
Lower  Potomac  I  was  directed  to  hold  all  the  regiments  at  points  on  the 
line  of  the  railroads  to  move  up  here,  and  in  this  condition  they  now 
mostly  remain.  It  was  my  wish  to  rapidly  mass  my  forces  and  strike 
blows  at  different  points  where  the  enemy  were  in  small  force  in  differ 
ent  parts  of  your  State,  but  the  requirements  of  General  Lee  have,  to 
gether  with  the  accumulation  of  the  troops  of  the  enemy  at  Suffolk,  pre 
vented  my  doing  so. 

4th.  Finding  the  enemy  not  disposed  to  advance,  some  days  since  I 
sent  orders  to  Col.  [W.  F.]  Martin  (Seventeenth  Kegiment)  to  hold  his 
troops  ready  to  move  on  Plymouth;  that  Colonel  Cantwell  would  join 
him,  &c.,  and  not  to  disclose  the  movement  to  any  human  being.  I  did 
not  know  the  colonel  was  on  leave.  The  orders  to  both  him  and  Cant- 
well  were  on  the  outside  marked  "Private,"  lest  some  staff  officer  should 
open  them.  The  result  was  Martin's  "  Private  "  letter  and  CantwelPs 
must  have  been  forwarded  to  them,  and  neither  being  with  their  regi 
ments  nothing  has  been  heard  from  them. 

5th.  On  the  20th,  Eadcliffe's  regiment  was  ordered  up  in  place  of  Cant- 
welFs,  and  Colonel  Eadcliffe  has  been  directed  to  move  with  his  regiment 
and  Martin's  on  Plymouth,  to  drive  out  the  enemy  and  give  the  people 
of  Martin,  Washington,  and  Tyrrell  Counties  an  opportunity  to  bring 
out  their  provisions,  &c.  As  secrecy  is  the  soul  of  success  in  cases  of 
this  kind,  I  told  no  one  except  one  officer  on  my  staff,  who  did  part  of 
the  writing  for  me.  I  presume  Eadcliffe  will  move  the  last  of  this  week, 
or  early  next  week,  on  Plymouth,  and  I  hope  with  successful  results. 
About  this  you  had  better  say  nothing,  for  between  gossip  and  the  news 
papers  nothing  can  be  done  without  the  enemy  finding  it  out  before  it 
can  be  executed. 

6th.  There  were  some  complaints  came  to  me  respecting  the  with 
drawal  of  forces  from  Onslow  County.  The  same  cavalry  force  is  there 
under  Captain  Ward  that  has  been  there  since  the  fall  of  New  Berne 
except  two  companies  of  Partisan  Eangers.  When  these  rangers  are 
disciplined  in  the  camps  of  instruction  at  Garysburg  we  will  have  a 
force  for  the  position  that  can  move  rapidly  from  point  to  point. 

7th.  I  have  been  anxious  to  have  the  rivers  obstructed,  but  have  had 
no  means  to  do  it.  Finally  engineers  have  been  sent  to  examine  them. 
Elad  they  been  ordered  to  report  to  me  I  should  now  have  had  them  on 
the  Eoanoke  Eiver  at  work.  I  can  only  say,  in  conclusion,  that  I  will 
do  all  that  can  be  done  to  protect  the  people,  at  the  same  time  confront 
the  threatening  forces  of  the  enemy  where  they  are  in  large  force.  The 
forces  in  Suffolk  now  are  25,000.  [This]  holds  most  of  my  troops,  from 
necessity,  here  and  at  Franklin. 

I  will  be  most  happy  to  confer  with  you  at  any  time  and  will  thank 
you  to  write  to  me  freely  your  views  on  any  matters  concerning  our 
common  welfare. 

Yours,  very  truly,  S.  G.  FRENCH, 

Brigadier-  (General,  Commanding. 
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ENGINEER  BUREAU,  October  25, 18G2. 
Maj.  SAMUEL  W.  MELTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

I  have  respectfully  to  state  that  this  Bureau  is  particularly  anxious 
to  act  in  concert  with  the  commanders  of  the  troops  in  the  military 
districts  of  the  Department  of  Northern  Virginia.  As  chief  engineer  of 
that  department,and  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  the  congressional  dele 
gation  from  North  Carolina,  I  sent  Col.  Walter  Gwynn,  a  civil  engineer 
of  great  experience  and  a  graduate  of  West  Point,  to  examine  promptly 
the  question  of  obstructing  and  defending  the  rivers  of  Eastern  North 
Carolina,  with  authority  to  engage  negro  labor  and  materials  for  the 
works;  to  report  his  action  at  once  to  this  Bureau;  also  to  Brigadier- 
General  French,  commanding,  &c.,  and  ask  of  him  protection  and  sup 
port,  if  needed. 

On  the  llth  instant  I  asked  of  Major-General  Smith  that  instructions 
be  given  to  the  district  commanders  to  give  every  assistance  and  pro 
tection  possible  with  their  troops  in  furtherance  of  the  works — works 
for  which  I  as  chief  engineer  of  the  department  am  responsible.  I 
feel  sure  Colonel  Gywnn  will  keep  Brigadier-General  French  informed 
of  all  his  selections  of  sites,  the  character  of  the  works  proposed,  their 
progress,  &c.,  as  he  has  been  directed.  As  the  question  of  defending 
the  rivers  of  Eastern  North  Carolina  is  strictly  one  for  the  engineer,  1 
must  have  the  control  and  direction  of  the  officers  engaged  in  the  labor, 
but  in  such  direction  I  have  and  will  order  them  to  act  in  full  concert 
with  Brigadier- General  French  and  other  district  commanders. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  F.  GILMEK, 
Colonel  of  Engineers  and  Chief  of  Bureau. 


EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  October  27,  1862. 

His  Excellency  Gov.  ZEBULON  B.  VANCE  : 

SIR:  I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  inform  you  that  your  letter 
of  the  20th  instant,  suggesting  the  employment  of  heavy  cotton  stuffs 
for  army  harness  and  the  devotion  of  leather  to  the  exclusive  manu 
facture  of  shoes  was  referred  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  who  reports 
that  very  inconsiderable  contracts  are  made  by  the  Quartermaster's 
Department  for  harness  in  North  Carolina.  The  contracts  to  which 
you  refer  are  probably  for  the  Ordnance  Bureau.  The  suggestion 
is  a  good  one,  that  the  practice  of  using  leather  be  discontinued  as  far 
as  possible  for  the  manufacture  of  anything  else  than  shoes ;  but  the 
Quartermaster- General  thinks  that  while  cotton  serves  very  well  for 
plantation  harness  it  is  unfit  for  the  wear  and  tear  to  which  harness  is 
necessarily  subjected  in  the  army. 

Your  letter  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  War  with  direc 
tions  to  secure  the  leather  of  the  country  as  far  as  practicable  for  shoes. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  present  you  the  compliments  of  the  President. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

BURTON  N.  HARRISON, 

Private  Secretary. 
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HEADQUARTERS,  Richmond,  Va.,  October  29, 1S62. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH, 

Comdg.  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Petersburg,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  Your  private  note  of  the  25th  was  duly  received.  I  have 
succeeded  in  get  ting  authority  to  order  Lieut.  Col.  [E.]  Lindsay  Walker, 
of  the  artillery,  to  report  to  you,  to  take  charge  of  the  artillery  defenses 
of  Petersburg  and  vicinity.  You  will  find  Colonel  Walker  an  energetic 
and  determined  officer.  He  has  served  with  marked  distinction  in  the 
field,  and  I  am  satisfied  will  be  of  great  service  to  you.  When  Colonel 
Walker  reports  to  you,  in  case  the  services  of  Major  Moseley  are  no 
longer  essentially  necessary  the  previous  order  directing  him  to  report 
to  General  Pendleton  for  duty  in  General  Lee's  army  should  be  carried 
into  effect.  If  it  is  necessary  in  your  judgment  to  retain  Major  Moseley 
inform  me  of  the  fact  in  order  that  further  instructions  in  regard  to  him 
may  be  given.  I  am  trying  to  get  up  a  battery  of  heavy  rifled  guns  on 
field  carriages,  to  use  either  at  Petersburg  or  here  as  necessity  may 
require.  Please  say  to  General  Kaiiis  that  General  Lee  is  much  pleased 
with  the  manner  in  which  the  enemy  were  beaten  off  by  the  Whitworth 
guns,  but  he  says  that  he  cannot  spare  the  two  Whitworths  he  has  at 
present.  I  wrote  to  General  Lee  asking  him  to  let  General  Bains  have 
these  guns  but  he  declines. 

I  hope  that  your  arrangements  for  opening  up  the  counties  of  Martin, 
Washington,  and  Tyrrell  will  be  successful.  Everything  practicable 
should  be  done  to  effect  this  important  object,  and  I  entirely  approve 
of  all  your  efforts  to  do  so.  General  Wise  had  started  with  his  com 
mand  for  Williamsburg  and  Jamestown  Island  when  your  telegram  of 
Sunday  morning  reached  me.  I  ordered  the  infantry  to  return  to 
Chaffin's  Bluff,  but  the  cavalry  has  gone  down  to  arrest  and  punish 
negroes  for  murders  committed  by  them  in  that  vicinity.  There  is  no 
one  available  but  Brigadier-General  Clingman  for  Kinston.  He  is  at 
present  on  leave  of  absence,  and  the  President  thinks  that  Clingman 
prefers  to  go  to  General  Lee's  army.  You  ought  to  have  a  brigadier  at 
that  point,  and  if  General  Martin  doew  not  desire  to  continue  in  that  com 
mand,  exclusive  of  his  present  duties  in  Kaleigh  as  adjutant- general— 
which  are  in  my  opinion  incompatible  with  the  first — I  request  you  to 
suggest  or  recommend  a  good  officer  for  the  position.  I  will  lay  the  sub 
ject  before  the  Secretary  and  endeavor  to  get  a  brigadier-general  there. 

I  have  requested  Colonel  Gihner  to  send  you  an  engineer.  I  am  satis 
fied  that,  besides  the  general  engineers  [who]  are  under  his  control,  as 
[commander]  of  a  department  you  have  use  for  [an  engineer]  under  your 
own  orders.  If  you  can  recommend  one  that  would  suit  you  I  will  take 
pleasure  in  aiding  to  get  him  appointed  and  ordered  on  duty  with  you. 
Yours  of  yesterday  in  reference  to  Colonel  Gwynn  has  been  referred  to 
Colonel  Gilmer,  Chief  Engineer.  Colonel  Gwynn  should  have  reported 
to  you  at  once,  showing  you  his  orders,  and  asking  assistance  and 
securing  co-operation.  I  hope  he  has  now  done  so. 
Respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg,  Va.,  October  30,  1862. 
Hon.  ZEBULON  B.  VANCE, 

Governor  of  North  Carolina,  Raleigh,  N.  C.  : 

GOVERNOR  :  I  have  the  letter  written  by  Mr.  JSanns  to  you  from 
Tarborough,  which  was  indorsed  to  me  by  your  aide-de-camp.    I  would 
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most  cheerfully  send  three  regiments  and  a  corresponding  force  of  ar 
tillery  to  the  vicinity  of  Leech ville  but  for  two  considerations :  First,  I 
have  not  got  them  to  spare ;  secondly,  with  the  power  of  the  enemy 
to  throw  heavy  re-enforcements  from  New  Berne  into  Washington  it 
would  be  extremely  hazardous ;  they  might  be  cut  off.  You  will  readily 
perceive  under  what  embarrassments  I  labor.  With  my  small  force  1 
have  to  hold  in  check  25,000  at  Suffolk,  2,000  at  Washington,  12,000 
perhaps  now  in  New  Berne,  and  a  large  force  represented  at  Beaufort. 
The  force  I  sent  last  week  to  Plymouth  I  hope  is  now  on  the  borders  of 
Beaufort  and  Washington  Counties,  and  may  bring  out  some  supplies. 
You  will  readily  perceive  I  cannot  handle  my  small  force  as  I  would 
wish,  because  if  I  were  to  withdraw  them  from  any  point  to  operate  on 
another  for  any  length  of  time  it  would  be  but  to  expose  that  point 
from  which  they  were  withdrawn.  If  I  take  the  troops  from  Kinston 
to  operate  toward  Beaufort  County  it  exposes  Goldsborough  and  Wil 
mington.  If  I  send  them  from  here  it  leaves  25,000  in  front  of  ine  with 
only  a  march  of  40  miles  from  Zuni.  I  am  doing  all  I  can  to  draw  sup 
plies  from  the  eastern  parts  of  the  State,  and  even  in  this  much  depends 
on  the  cheerful  co-operation  of  the  people. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

S.  G.  FRENCH, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


ENGINEER  BUREAU,  October  30, 1862. 
Col.  WALTER  GWYNN,  Goldsborougli,  N.  C. : 

COLONEL  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  the 
22d  and  24th  instant.  In  accordance  with  your  wish  your  son  has  been 
applied  for,  and  as  soon  as  the  detail  is  granted  he  will  be  ordered  to 
report  to  you  in  Tarborough  for  duty. 

I  have  just  learned  from  a  letter  of  General  S.  G.  French  to  General 
G.  W.  Smith  that  100  negroes  are  ordered  to  assemble  at  Hamilton. 
You  will  therefore  take  immediate  steps  to  receive  and  set  them  to 
work. 

In  your  letter  of  the  24th,  alluding  to  the  defenses  of  Neuse  Itiver,  you 
write  the  works  embrace  the  river  batteries  and  will  require  10?000  men 
for  their  defense.  You  further  estimate  that  an  armament  of  thirty-four 
guns  in  all  will  be  necessary.  These  are  works  of  vastly  greater  mag 
nitude  than  I  have  ever  contemplated  or  can  approve.  In  my  letter  of 
instructions  of  the  9th  instant  I  particularly  called  your  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  garrisons  of  such  forts  as  you  might  construct  would  be 
necessarily  small.  Instead,  therefore,  of  building  forts  defending  the 
river,  in  turn  to  be  defended  by  covering  works,  I  decidedly  prefer,  ns 
a  general  thesis,  and  without  special  and  controlling  circumstances,  one 
work  commanding  the  river  with  strong  land  as  well  as  water  fronts, 
defiled,  if  necessary,  to  protect  it  from  attacks  on  commanding  ground. 
I  most  earnestly  therefore  call  your  special  attention  to  prompt  studies 
and  actions  to  carry  out  these  views.  In  my  judgment,  with  rare  excep 
tions,  a  permanent  garrison  for  each  position  of  one  regiment  is  the 
utmost  that  can  be  reasonably  hoped  for. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  F.  GILMEK, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Engineer  Bureau. 
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Abstract  from  Field  Return  of  troops  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith,  October  31, 
1862  (headquarters  Richmond,  Fa.). 


Commands. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Effective  total. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Officers. 

H 

0) 

8 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  French,  Department  of  North  Carolina  
Brig  Gen  H  A.   Wise's  brigade  Chaffin's  farm 

573 
126 
21 
195 
13 
93 

30 
34 
25 
38 
12 
107 

10,  045 
1,621 
246 
3,  255 
125 
1,  717 

298 
466 
545 
593 
220 
2,124 

10,  858 
1,760 
341 
3,468 
153 
1,824 

307 
505 
561 
619 
300 
2,  428 

13,  524 
2,242 
417 
4,  387 
196 
2,140 

426 
657 
762 
761 
359 
3,146 

16,  100 
2,  809 
487 
5,412 
264 
2,  703 

496 

784 
1,  042 
966 
395 
5,  228 

Col    T.  J.  Page  Chaffin's  Bluff 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  Daniel's  brigade,  near  Drewry's  Bluff  

Holcombe  Legion  (cavalry)   picketing  the  Peninsula 

Richmond  defenses  

Brook  turnpike  : 
42d  Regiment  Mississippi  Volunteers    

54th  Regiment  North  Carolina  Troops 

§7th  Regiment  North  Carolina  Troops                  

59th  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers  

Capt.  S.  S.  Lee  C.  S.  Navy  Drewry's  Bluff  (in  part) 

Department  of  Henrico  

61st  Regiment  Virginia  Infantry* 

Colonel  Chambliss,  on  Rappahannock  : 
2d  Regiment  North  Carolina  Cavalry* 

13th  anu  15th  Regiments  Virginia  Cavalry*        

Grand  total  

1,2~67~ 

21,  255 

23,124 

29,  017 

36,  686 

*  No  reports. 


SUBSISTENCE  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  November  2, 1862. 

His  Excellency  Gov.  ZEBULON  B.  VANCE,  Raleigli,  N~.  G.  : 

SIR  :  It  is  very  desirable  to  exhaust  the  hogs,  beeves,  pease,  beans, 
and  potatoes  of  that  part  of  North  Carolina  which  lies  within  the  lines 
of  the  enemy  or  accessible  to  them.  The  President  called  my  attention 
to  information  derived  from  you  on  the  subject,  and  the  representations 
made  in  response  to  inquiries  have  been  of  a  discouraging  nature.  I 
venture  to  apply  to  you  for  action  thereon.  It  is  obvious  that  those 
charged  with  such  an  undertaking  should  be  reliable  business  men, 
whose  integrity  and  energy  should  be  personally  known  to  those  among 
whom  they  are  to  operate.  Neither  myself  nor  any  one  in  my  office  has 
such  knowledge  of  the  country  or  the  people  of  lower  North  Carolina 
as  to  enable  me  to  make  the  proper  selections  and  the  necessary 
arrangements  to  the  above  end.  That  being  the  case  I  write  to  ask  if 
you  will  allow  your  agency  to  be  used  in  this  matter  by  having  the 
whole  devolve  upon  you,  except  so  far  as  existing  arrangements  go. 
They  run  thus  far :  Mr.  Jacob  Parker  has  a  contract  for  packing  hogs 
at  Warrenton,  and  has  the  following  counties  allotted  to  him  for  pur 
chase,  viz:  Franklin,  Warren,  Nash,  and  Halifax.  In  addition,  Maj.  W. 
H.  Smith  has  made  certain  arrangements  with  Mr.  H.  Hayes,  of  Har- 
rellsville,  which  he  will  detail  to  you.  The  balance  of  the  district 
spoken  of  it  is  proposed  to  put  under  your  charge,  with  these  remarks : 
1st.  That  as  this  Bureau  has  already  more  captains  and  majors  than 
it  ought  ;to  have  it  is  not  expedient  to  appoint  more,  except  in  case  of 
absolute  necessity,  but  to  operate  by  agents,  whose  agencies  can  cease 
when  their  business  with  the  Department  closes. 
2d.  That  the  points  of  delivery  of  the  hogs  should  be  fixed  with  ref 
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erence  to  the  packing-houses,  both  in  and  out  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  so  that  such  as  can  go  conveniently  to  the  packeries,  which 
Major  Smith  has  established  or  will  establish,  may  do  so,  and  such  as 
are  more  convenient  to  Petersburg  can  go  to  that  point,  whence  they 
can  be  brought  to  this  place. 

3d.  That  it  may  be  necessary  to  procure  both  bags  and  transportation 
to  get  out  the  pease  and  potatoes  and  any  bacon  that  may  be  attainable. 
As  to  the  transportation,  Mr.  Hayes,  in  a  letter  to  Major  Ruffin,  says 
that  a  few  teams  and  wagons  can  be  bought  in  his  region.  If  they  can 
be  bought  at  prices  satisfactory  to  yourself  you  will  be  authorized  to 
buy  them,  and  when  they  are  done  with  they  can  be  disposed  6f  in 
some  satisfactory  manner.  As  to  the  bags,  it  would  be  very  desirable  to 
secure  the  services  of  some  of  the  factories  of  North  Carolina  in  order 
to  get  them,  and  as  they  have  not  been  called  on  up  to  this  time  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  they  will  now  be  able  to  serve  the  needs  of  this  Bureau. 
One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  now  is  to  get  bags,  and  there  are  not 
half  enough.  Can  you  not  get  them  ?  Please  try. 

I  have  been  induced  to  ask  you  to  undertake  the  above  service  in  con 
sequence  of  your  communication  to  the  President,  and  my  notice  of  your 
address  to  the  people  of  your  State,  indicating  a  readiness  to  help  the 
cause  in  general. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTHROP. 


ENGINEER  BUREAU,  November  3,  1862. 

Col.  WALTER  GWYNN, 

In  charge  of  Defenses  in  Eastern  North  Carolina  : 

COLONEL  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
29th  instant  relating  to  the  defenses,  disbursements,  &c.,  in  Eastern 
North  Carolina.  A  requisition  for  $30,000  in  favor  of  Lieut.  W.  G. 
Bemftr  has  been  made. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  so  satisfactory  a  position  for  the  defense  of  the 
Roanoke  River  has  been  found  at  Rainbow  Bend.  The  line  of  infantry 
to  cover  1£  miles  to  the  pond,  causing  the  enemy  to  make  a  detour  of  15 
miles,  seems  a  good  suggestion.  It  is  not  possible  at  present  to  furnish 
all  the  armament  required,  still  platforms  and  positions  should  be  pre 
pared  for  formidable  river  batteries  (a  part  of  these  platforms  should  be 
prepared  for  siege  carriages).  You  will  most  probably  have  to  exercise 
your  ingenuity  in  mounting  the  guns,  as  the  supply  of  guns  is  very 
limited.  There  are  only  two  pile-drivers  in  this  vicinity,  both  steam, 
with  2,000-pound  hammers,  and  in  constant  use;  they  are,  moreover, 
mounted  on  boats.  They  should  be  sought  for  in  the  section  where  you 
are,  and  if  they  cannot  be  found  seek  to  have  them  made  where  you 
are';  and  failing  in  that,  if  you  will  send  on  drawings  of  the  hammers, 
&c.,  required,  I  will  order  them  to  be  executed  at  the  Tredegar  Works. 
While  our  founderies  and  machine-shops  are  so  overtasked,  and  the 
price  of  labor  and  iron  so  high,  I  do  not  think  screw-piles  at  all  advisa 
ble.  Before  approving  the  suggestion  of  repairing  the  steamboat  Cora, 
it  is  necessary  for  the  Bureau  to  have  an  approximate  estimate  of  the 
cost.  Communicate  with  Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  French  respecting  provisions 
and  transportation  and  request  his  co-operation.  Capt.  C.  H.  Dimmock, 
engineer  in  charge  at  Petersburg,  will  be  requested  without  delay  to 
forward  you  the  required  amount  of  intrenching  tools.  Your  call  for 
stationery  will  be  promptly  attended  to. 
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When  convenient,  please  send  a  fair,  legible  copy  by  a  clerk  of  your 
communications  to  this  Bureau. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  F.  GILMEE, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Engineer  Bureau. 


SUBSISTENCE  DEPARTMENT,  O.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  November  3,  1862. 
His  Excellency  ZEBULON  B.  VANCE, 

Governor  of  North  Carolina,  Raleigh  : 

SIR  :  By  order  of  Col.  L.  B.  Northrop,  Commissary-General  of  Subsist 
ence,  who  has  written  to  you  fully  in  regard  to  purchase  of  certain  ar 
ticles  to  be  made  for  the  Subsistence  Department  of  the  Confederate 
States,  I  send  Mr.  Jacob  Parker  to  see  you  in  the  hope  you  have  ac 
cepted  the  position  which  Colonel  Northrop  has  felt  warranted  in  calling 
upon  you  to  undertake,  not  less  from  a  desire  to  avail  of  your  advantage 
of  position  than  from  a  conviction  of  your  patriotism  and  energy.  Mr. 
Parker  wishes  to  know  what  price  to  pay  for  hogs,  and  1  refer  to  you 
and  Major  Smith,  especially  yourself,  as  the  best  source  of  information 
on  that  head.  He  also  represents  that  speculators  are  ready  to  dog  his 
steps  as  soon  as  he  moves  and  asks  how  he  is  to  get  rid  of  them.  I  reply 
that  whatever  plan  you  may  recommend  will  have  the  respectful  con 
sideration  of  this  Bureau.  If  approved,  as  it  is  presumed  it  will  be,  the 
most  strenuous  efforts  will  be  used  to  get  for  it  the  active  sanction  of 
the  War  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEANK  G.  EUFFIN, 
Major  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 


DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A 4 
Richmond,  November  4,  1862. 
His  Excellency  ZEBULON  B.  VANCE, 

Governor  of  North  Carolina  : 

SIR  :  Commander  Cooke,  sent  by  me  to  North  Carolina  to  obtain  iron 
for  plating  the  gunboats  being  built  in  and  for  the  defense  of  the  State, 
has  returned  without  having  accomplished  this  object.  He  reports  that 
you  have  the  control  of  a  quantity  of  railroad  iron,  and  I  therefore  ad 
dress  myself  to  you  upon  the  subject. 

To  enable  the  boats  to  resist  the  guns  of  the  enemy  their  armor  must 
be  at  least  4  inches  thick,  placed  at  an  angle  of  at  least  36°.  This  armor, 
from  the  limited  power  of  our  mills,  we  are  compelled  to  roll  into  plates 
2  by  7  inches  and  10  feet  long,  and  to  put  them  on  the  vessels  in  two 
courses. 

If  you  will  let  the  Department  have  the  rails,  and  facilitate  its  trans 
portation  to  Eichmond,  they  will  be  immediately  rolled  into  plates  for 
the  vessels  in  question  and  for  such  other  defenses  as  we  may  build  in 
the  waters  of  your  State. 

Commander  Cooke  will  remove  the  iron  if  you  consent  to  its  transfer, 
and  will  arrange  the  compensation  according  to  his  instructions. 
Please  telegraph  your  reply. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLOEY, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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ENGINEER  BUREAU,  November  4, 18G2. 
Capt.  JAMES  W.  COOKE, 

C.  S.  Navy,  White  Hall,  N.  C. : 

CAPTAIN  :  Col.  Walter  Gwynu  sends  the  following  extract  fi'oin  a 
letter  of  yours  to  him : 

According  to  the  understanding  with  you  in  Richmond  I  have  commenced  work  tit 
White  Hall,  and  if  you  thiukthe  river  cannot  be  defended  in  time  to  protect  the  work 
I  will  thank  you  to  inform  me  .of  the  fact  through  Colonel  Gilmer  or  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy. 

To  which  Colonel  G.  replies  in  his  letter  to  me  : 

My  opinion  is  that  with  a  sufficient  force  the  obstructions  we  are  placing  in  the  Neuse 
River  can  be  defended  against  any  force  the  enemy  are  likely  to  send  against  it.  They, 
as  well  as  the  laud  defenses,  will  be  completed,  I  think,  iu  six  weeks;  but  unless  the 
south  side  of  the  Neuso  is  occupied,  if  the  enemy  possesses  any  enterprise  at  all  they 
will  most  assuredly  destroy  the  gunboat  which  Commander  Cooko  is  building  at  White 
Hall.  A  force  stationed  at  White  Hall  might,  however,  prevent  such  a  disaster.  You 
will  please  communicate  this  opinion  to  Commander  Cooke. 

If  further  information  with  regard  to  troops  for  defense  be  desired  it 
is  respectfully  suggested  that  Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  French,  commanding  at 
Petersburg,  be  addressed  on  the  subject. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Engineer  Bureau. 


ENGINEER  BUREAU, 
Richmond,  Va.7  November  4,  1SG2. 
Col.  WALTER  GWYNN, 

Dcpt.  of  Eastern  North  Carolina,  Goldsborough,  N.  C.: 

COLONEL  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  October  31,  just  re 
ceived.  Your  views  regarding  the  safety  of  the  Roanoke  River  and  the 
propriety  of  continuing  the  construction  of  a  gunboat  at  Hamilton  shall 
be  promptly  communicated  to  Commander  James  W.  Cooke,  of  the 
Navy.  I  am  of  the  decided  opinion  that  the  cost  of  screw-piles  and  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  them,  renders  their  use  injudicious.  With  re 
gard  to  the  two  pile-drivers  called  for  by  you  I  would  suggest  that 
definite  descriptions  and  plans  should  be  prepared,  and  that  they  should 
be  executed  in  Petersburg.  The  Bureau  cannot  attend  to  such  details, 
and  the  workshops  of  Richmond  are  so  crowded  with  work  for  the  Ord 
nance  Department  that  they  should  be  the  last  called  on  for  other  work. 
Three  thousand  pounds  each  strikes  nie  as  an  excessive  weight  for  your 
hammers  ;  1,200  pounds  would  be  far  better.  If  you  need  another  as 
sistant  it  is  suggested  that  you  employ  Glaucus  E.  Olds,  a  member  of 
Capt.  William  W.  Carraway's  company  (unattached),  of  the  Forty-first 
Regiment  North  Carolina  Troops.  The  company  is  now  at  Kinston. 
His  services  can  probably  be  secured  at  once  by  communicating  with 
his  captain,  and  in  the  mean  time,  should  you  desire  it,  an  application 
will  be  made  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  his  regular  detail. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Engineer  Bureau, 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Richmond,  Fa.,  November  5,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH, 

.   Comdy.  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Petersburg,  Va.  : 
GENERAL  Your  letter  of  yesterday  in  reference  to  the  movements  of 
the  enemy  to  cut  off  Colonel  Eadcliife  is  received.    It  was  shown  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  with  his  approval  1  telegraphed  General  Lee  at 
Culpeper  Court-House : 

General  French  urgently  asks  that  a  brigade  be  sent  to  him  at  once.  Can  you  send 
it  immediately  ?  It  is  needed.  I  think  a  division  should  in  addition  be  sent  here,  but 
this  is  not  so  'immediately  urgent. 

I  inclose  with  this  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  me  by  Major  Beck- 
ham,  ordnance  officer,  in  reference  to  arms  for  General  Eobertson's 
troops.    We  will  do  everything  we  can  for  you.    Keep  me  informed 
fully  upon  all  movements  of  importance. 
Eespectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major -General. 

P.  S. — I  have  written  to  the  Postmaster-General,  requesting  him  to 
establish  a  telegraph  station  at  Eocky  Mount,  between  Goldsborough 
and  Weldon. 


ENGINEER  BUREAU,  November  6,  1861i. 
Col.  WALTER  GWYNN,  Goldsborough,  N.  C.  : 

COLONEL:  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  2cl  instant  and 
hasten  to  reply  to  the  points  therein  presented.  In  reference  to  the  ex 
tent  of  the  works  for  land  defense  on  the  Neuse  Eiver  I  have  to  say  that 
the  lines  as  proposed  by  you  will  form  an  intrenched  camp,  and  as  such 
are  I  doubt  not  well  located.  But  this  is  not  the  character  of  the  de 
fense  indicated  by  your  instructions.  Owing  to  the  great  call  for  troops 
to  meet  the  enemy  where  he  is  in  great  strength  the  force  that  can  be 
assigned  to  the  defense  of  the  Neuse,  Tar,  and  Eoanoke  Eivers  must  be 
comparatively  small.  The  proper  defense  therefore  for  these  rivers  is  the 
one  named  in  the  instructions  heretofore  sent  from  this  Bureau  to  you 
for  your  government,  viz :  One  work  with  batteries  bearing  on  the  river 
and  the  obstructions  therein,  with  water  and  land  fronts  of  sufficient 
strength  of  profile  to  resist  an  assault,  thus  enabling  the  small  garrisons 
(as  small  they  must  be)  to  hold  out  until  a  succoring  force  can  relieve 
them.  Such  works  as  a  general  thing  can  be  enfiladed  from  surround 
ing  heights.  This  kind  of  work  must  be  first  established.  If  time  be 
allowed  for  occupying  the  surrounding  hills  afterward  it  may  be  judi 
cious  to  do  so.  Intrenched  camps  may  have  to  be  made  by  the  troops 
when  they  are  concentrated  for  the  defense  of  a  particular  point.  The 
ground  at  Eainbow  Bend,  as  you  describe  it  (being  defended  in  part  by 
an  extensive  pond  and  swamp)  is  particularly  favorable.  The  line  you 
are  extending  across  to  rest  its  right  flank  on  these  natural  defenses  is 
no  doubt  judiciously  chosen,  but  you  will  not  lose  sight  of  the  impor 
tance  of  a  work  even  at  this  position  which  can  be  held  by  a  small 
garrison,  say  one  regiment.  I  will  call  the  attention  of  Major-General 
Smith,  commanding  the  southern  portion  of  the  Department  of  Virginia, 
to  what  you  report  in  reference  to  want  of  concert  in  the  operations  of 
the  troops  in  your  vicinity.  I  approve  your  proposition  to  visit  the  city 
of  Petersburg  for  the  purpose  of  getting  pile-drivers  and  hands  skilled 
in  their  use  as  soon  as  you  shall  have  made  all  the  arrangements  for 
the  prosecution  of  the  works.  When  in  that  city  you  will  please  call  on 
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Major-General  French  and  confer  fully  with  him  on  the  subject  of  de 
fenses  for  the  rivers  of  Eastern  North  Carolina. 

I  do  find  some  difficulty  in  reading  your  letters,  and  when  possible  I 
must  ask  you  to  have  fair  copies  made  for  transmission  to  this  Bureau. 
The  engagement  of  the  assistant  you  met  with  at  Tarborough  must  be 
but  temporary,  as  application  has  been  made  for  the  detail  of  your  son 
for  service  at  that  place ;  this  at  your  request. 

It  has  occurred  to  me  that  much  can  be  done  to  aid  in  the  defense  of 
the  rivers  in  North  Carolina  by  taking  favorable  points  below  your  forts 
and  felling  a  large  number  of  trees  along  the  banks  and  getting  them 
in  the  stream  in  such  a  manner  as  to  lodge  and  form  irregular  rafts  ex 
tending  long  distances  up  and  down  stream,  and  then  at  favorable  points 
along  the  banks  make  rifle-pits  for  sharpshooters,  who  can  protect  the 
obstructions.  I  will  make  every  eifort  to  get  guns  to  arm  the  forts  you 
are  building,  but  it  will  not  be  possible  to  get  them  of  the  heaviest  cal 
iber,  and  such  as  we  can  get  will  probably  be  mounted  on  siege-carriages, 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMEE, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Engineer  Bureau. 


ENGINEER  BUREAU,  November  8, 1862. 
Col.  J.  GORGAS,  Chief  of  Ordnance  : 

COLONEL  :  Defensive  works  are  in  course  of  construction  on  three  of 
the  most  important  rivers  of  Eastern  North  Carolina — on  the  Eoanoke, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Hamilton ;  on  the  Tar,  near  Tarborough,  and  on  the 
Neuse,  at  Kinston.  Anticipating  the  early  completion  of  these  works 
I  have  the  honor  to  make  a  requisition  for  the  armament.  This  in  each 
case  should  consist  of  five  rifled  guns  on  siege-carriages  of  such  caliber 
as  can  be  most  promptly  supplied.  Of  these  fifteen  guns  those  required 
for  the  Eoanoke  will  probably  be  first  needed.  As  soon  as  any  of  these 
are  ready  I  respectfully  request  to  be  notified  of  the  fact. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMEE, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Engineer  Bureau. 


STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 

Raleigh,  November  8,  1862. 
Col.  L.  B.  NORTHROP: 

DEAR  SIR:  Tour  communication  to  Governor  Vance  has  been  re 
ceived,  in  which  you  propose  to  avail  yourself  of  his  agency  in  procur 
ing  a  speedy  removal  of  the  hogs,  beeves,  pease,  beans,  and  potatoes 
from  that  portion  of  the  State  "  within  the  lines  of  the  enemy  or  acces 
sible  to  them."  His  Excellency  directs  me  to  say  in  reply  that  he  will 
most  cheerfully  undertake  the  task  which  you  propose  to  assign  to  him. 
He  is  of  opinion  that  the  energies  of  the  Department  should  be  directed 
to  the  removal  of  those  articles  from  the  counties  which  are  threatened 
with  immediate  invasion.  All  the  counties  west  of  this  place  are  at 
present  safe,  and  if  a  supply  of  salt  can  be  procured  the  hogs  will  be 
cured  into  bacon,  which  can  be  procured  at  any  time. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

DAYID  A.  BAENES, 
Aide-de-Camp  to  Governor  Vance. 
49  R  R — VOL  xvin 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS,  >    ADJT.  AND  INSPECTOR  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 
ISTo.  262.  J  Richmond,  Va.,  November  8,  1862. 

#  #  #  #  #  #  # 

VI.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting  is  assigned  specially  to  the  defense 
of  the  Cape  Fear  Elver.  He  will  proceed  to  Wilmington,  ST.  C.,  and 
enter  upon  that  duty. 

#  *  *  #  *  *  * 

By  command  of  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

ORDNANCE  BUREAU, 
Richmond,  November  10,  1862. 
Hon.  ZEBULON  B.  VANCE, 

Governor  of  North  Carolina : 

SIR  :  Colonel  Gorgas  requests  me  to  state  in  reply  to  your  favor  of 
the  8th  instant  that  the  Secretary  of  War  has  given  general  directions 
in  regard  to  the  equipment  of  forts,  and  that  Wilmington  will  not  be 
forgotten. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  S.  RHETT, 
Colonel,  Inspector  of  Ordnance. 


RICHMOND,  VA.,  November  11,  1862. 
Governor  VANCE,  Raleigh,  N.  C.  : 

Yours  of  the  9th  and  10th  received.  The  re-enforcements  sent.  Evans' 
brigade  is  all  that  is  now  disposable.  It  is  not  practicable  at  this  time 
to  reduce  the  command  in  Tennessee.  The  vigilance  of  deepest  interest 
watches  affairs  in  North  Carolina.  We  will  try  to  anticipate  the  enemy. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Richmond,  Va.,  November  11, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH, 

Commanding,  Petersburg,  Va.  : 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  send  four  regiments  to  the 
vicinity  of  Wilmington  immediately — the  two  recently  withdrawn  from 
there  and  two  others  to  be  selected  by  yourself.  He  suggests  that 
General  Clingman  be  assigned  to  command  them,  reporting  to  the 
commander  of  the  defenses  of  Cape  Fear  River,  Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C. 
Whiting. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS, 

Richmond,  Va.,  November  12,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Petersburg,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  Since  my  telegram  of  yesterday,  directing  that  four  regi 
ments  be  sent  to  the  vicinity  of  Wilmington  with  orders  to  report  to 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting,  commanding  defenses  of  Cape  Fear 
River,  the  Secretary  of  War  has  requested  me  to  ask  your  views  in  re- 
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gard  to  the  proper  geographical  boundary  of  the  district  about  Wil 
mington.  General  Whiting,  I  understand,  is  to  be  ordered  to  report 
directly  here.  I  sent  you  a  telegram  to-day  informing  you  that  the 
place  for  delivering  paroled  prisoners  was  changed  to  City  Point,  and 
directed  the  adjutant-general  (Major  Melton)  to  send  a  letter  of  instruc 
tions.  The  commissioner  (Major  Ould)  will  go  over  to-morrow,  and  I 
send  an  officer  of  my  staff  to  confer  with  your  officers  in  your  absence 
and  endeavor  to  assist  in  making  the  necessary  arrangements.  Gen 
eral  Lee,  under  date  of  the  10th  instant,  writes  that  when  the  regiments 
are  tilled  by  conscripts — 

They  could  surely,  in  addition  to  those  yon  now  have,  enable  yon  to  secure  the  for 
age,  beef,  and  pork  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State.  This  is  not  only  important,  but 
will  be  necessary,  in  ray  opinion,  to  insure  a  supply  of  provisions  for  the  army,  and 
I  hope  you  will  use  every  effort  to  accomplish  it. 

This  he  writes  me  in  answer  to  my  letters  to  him  in  regard  to  matters 
in  your  department.  There  can  be  no  question  in  regard  to  the  impor 
tance  of  securing  the  supplies  referred  to,  and  I  am  perfectly  aware  of 
the  fact  that  you  are  and  have  been  for  along  time  of  this  opinion.  At 
the  same  time  always  keep  an  eye  to  Petersburg  and  Weldon  and  the 
railroad.  It  is  a  difficult  question  to  solve  and  a  hard  task  to  perform 
with  small  means.  The  division  I  asked  for  has  not  been  sent,  but  keep 
me  informed  of  the  exact  condition  of  affairs,  and  I  will  do  everything 
in  my  power  to  support  and  assist  you.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  send  you 
the  heavy  guns  asked  for  at  the  obstructions.  Will  write  you  more 
fully  upon  this  to-morrow.  Colonel  Gwynn  called  upon  me  with 
Colonel  Giliner  to-day.  He  was  requested  to  see  you  in  person  without 
delay i  and  to  cany  out  your  views  and  instructions.  He  said  that  he 
would  do  so  cheerfully. 

Respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-  General. 

STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 

Raleigh,  November  12, 1S62. 
His  Excellency  President  DAVIS  : 

MY  DEAR  Sin :  I  have  accepted  the  proposition  of  Colonel  North 
rop,  Commissary-General,  to  collect  with  my  own  agents  all  the  supplies 
possible  in  Eastern  North  Carolina,  and  my  agents  are  already  down 
there  at  work.  Two  of  the  richest  counties  in  the  State  are  Gates  and 
Hertford,  and  I  am  extremely  anxious  to  strip  them  first.  It  is  neces 
sary,  however,  to  have  some  protection  and  assistance  from  the  troops. 
I  therefore  earnestly  request  that  you  will  order  General  French  to 
send  Colonel  Ferebee's  Regiment,  Fifty-ninth  (who  were  raised  in  that 
section),  with  a  section  of  artillery  to  Winton,  on  the  Chowan.  By  so 
doing  the  whole  county  of  Hertford  could  be  stripped  in  their  rear  and 
much  brought  across  the  Chowan  from  Gates.  It  seems  to  me  this  can 
be  done  with  great  advantage  to  the  service. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 

Raleigh,  November  12,  1802. 
His  Excellency  President  DAVIS  : 

MY  DEAR  SIR:  Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  read  the  inclosed  letter? 
It  is  from  a  highly  intelligent  and  patriotic  gentleman  in  the  mountains 
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of  North  Carolina,  and  gives  a  touching  description  of  things  in  that 
region  about  which  I  spoke  to  you  when  in  Richmond — in  regard  to  the 
propriety  of  exempting  it  from  any  further  call.  The  greater  portion 
thereof  I  am  convinced  would  form  a  proper  object  for  the  exercise  of 
the  discretion  vested  in  you  by  the  law.  Should  you  not  think  so  I  would 
be  glad  to  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  receiving  all  such  as  organized 
companies  for  the  defense  of  our  coast  this  winter. 
Very  respectfully, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 

[Inclosure.] 

NEAR  FRANKLIN,  November  3, 1862. 
Governor  VANCE: 

DEAR  SIR  :  There  are  about  enough  men  in  Macou  County  between  the 
ages  of  thirty-five  and  forty  to  make  one  company.  We  have  an  oppor 
tunity,  as  I  understand,  of  getting  into  Colonel  Folk's  battalion.  This  is 
preferable  to  going  as  conscripts.  I  am  requested  by  a  number  of  our 
most  respectable  citizens,  who  are  between  these  ages,  to  ask  you  whether 
in  your  opinion  any  other  alternative  will  be  presented  than  conscription 
or  going  to  that  battalion.  We  have  no  hesitation  in  believing  that  it 
is  our  duty  to  stay  here  and  provide  for  the  helpless  while  it  is  in  our 
power  to  do  so.  Consultations  were  held,  and  it  was  agreed  in  family 
councils  who  should  go  and  what  ones  should  stay.  Those  on  whom 
the  lot  fell  to  stay  in  many  instances  made  the  greater  sacrifice  of  feeling. 
But  we  have  taken  upon  us  charges  and  responsibilities  that  we  can 
not  throw  off  until  compelled  to  do  so,  or  until  there  is  a  certainty  that 
we  will  be  so  compelled.  Having  acted  conscientiously  in  the  matter 
we  feel  that  we  have  done  nothing  to  deserve  the  punishment  of  going  to 
the  army  discredited  by  conscription.  Before  we  are  taken  to  a  camp  of 
instruction  discredited  and  scattered  to  the  four  winds  we  ask  the  priv 
ilege  of  doing  what  we  should  have  done  long  ago  had  it  not  been  for  the 
earnest  appeals  of  brothers  who  have  fallen  in  the  service  to  stay  and  take 
care  of  those  left  to  our  charge.  I  shall  venture  on  a  suggestion,  though  it 
may  seem  to  come  from  a  party  interested.  For  every  able-bodied  man 
taken  from  this  county  there  ought  to  be  an  able-bodied  man  retained. 
We  have  a  number  of  men  in  the  field  now  falling  very  little  below  the 
number  of  voters  in  the  county.  Our  people,  having  poor  facilities  for 
communication  with  other  sections,  have  learned  to  subsist  mainly  on 
the  immediate  production  of  their  own  labor.  Deprive  us  of  that  labor 
and  the  innocent  and  helpless  must  perish,  though  their  pockets  were 
filled  with  current  money.  You  know  all  about  men  and  their  powers 
of  endurance  for  their  wives  and  children.  They  can  turn  away  from  the 
graves  of  comrades  and  brothers  firm  in  the  resolve  to  die,  as  they  have 
died,  for  the  sake  of  objects  coming  to  their  recollection  with  thoughts 
of  home.  But  what  consolation  or  encouragement  can  come  to  a  man's 
heart  in  an  hour  of  trial  from  a  home  where  the  helpless  are  perishing 
lor  want  of  his  hands  to  provide? 

We  have  but  little  interest  in  the  value  of  slaves,  but  there  is  one 
matter  in  this  connection  about  which  we  feel  a  very  deep  interest.  We 
are  opposed  -to  negro  equality.  To  prevent  this  we  are  willing  to  spare 
the  last  man,  down  to  the  point  where  women  and  children  begin  to 
suffer  for  food  and  clothing ;  when  these  begin  to  suffer  and  die,  rather 
than  see  them  equalized  with  an  inferior  race  we  will  die  with  them. 
Everything,  even  life  itself,  stands  pledged  to  the  cause;  but  that  our 
greatest  strength  may  be  employed  to  the  best  advantage  and  the  strug- 
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gle  prolonged  let  us  not  sacrifice  at  once  the  object  for  which  we  are 
fighting. 

I  have  not  thought  it  worth  while  to  dwell  in  argument  upon  the 
question  as  to  whether  the  mountain  people  can  subsist  after  taking  out 
every  man  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty.  It  will  be  sufficient 
for  any  one  acquainted  with  this  section  to  pass  in  imagination  through 
almost  any  neighborhood  and  consider  the  matter  over.  In  a  short  dis 
tance  of  where  I  now  write  there  are  seven  families,  living  on  adjoining- 
lands,  and  the  only  man  to  be  left  for  them  all  is  ninety  years  old.  I 
have  mentioned  this  case  to  no  one  who  has  not  been  able  to  point  out 
one  similar  to  it.  The  usual  means  of  subsistence  seems  to  be  cut  off 
from  great  numbers. 

I  shall  only  ask  you  to  reply  to  the  questions  presented  in  the  first  few 
sentences.  Knowing  the  press  of  important  matters  that  must  be  upon 
you,  it  is  with  reluctance  that  I  have  written  at  all,  and  was  only  in 
duced  to  bring  matters  to  your  notice  which  are  not  immediately  under 
your  control  by  the  request  of  a  number  of  citizens  that  I  should  do  so. 
With  great  respect,  yours,  truly, 

IX  W.  SILER. 


RICHMOND,  VA.,  November  13,  18C2. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  GL  FRENCH, 

Commanding,  Petersburg,  Va.  : 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  0.  Whiting  having  been  assigned  to  Wilmington, 

X.  0.,  for  the  defense  of  the  Cape  Fear,  will  report  directly  to  Maj.  Gen. 

G.  W.  Smith.    The  Secretary  of  War  desires  your  opinion  as  to  what 

should  constitute  the  boundaries  of  the  proposed  Wilmington  District. 

Very  respectfully,  £c., 

JASPER  S.  WHITING, 
Assistant  A djutant-  General. 


CAPE  FEAU  DISTRICT, 
Warsaw,  N.  C.,  Noreinber  14,  18G2. 
Maj.  Gen.  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH, 

Commanding j  &c.,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

GENERAL:  My  first  and  last  request  will  be  for  troops  the  instant 
they  are  available.  The  Department  is  undoubtedly  aware  of  the  im 
minent  need  for  them  for  the  defense  of  Wilmington.  The  fever  is 
abating  rapidly  and  there  will  shortly  be  no  danger  to  apprehend  as  to 
the  health  of  the  men.  Then  it  is  that  I  anticipate  trouble  from  the 
enemy,  who,  aware  of  the  undefended  condition  of  this  important  place, 
are  likely  to  strike  before  we  can  collect  our  resources.  The  peculiar 
features  of  the  site  of  Wilmington  as  regards  the  ocean,  the  harbor  at 
a  distance  of  24  miles  with  its  two  entrances,  the  river  and  the  surround 
ing  country,  make  the  presence  of  a  strong  maneuvering  force,  in  addi 
tion  to  the  stationary  batteries,  indispensable.  Not  less  than  10,000 
effective  men  should  be  collected  as  soon  as  possible,  together  with  five 
or  six  field  batteries.  I  hope  the  Department  will  be  able  to  comply  with 
this  requisition,  which,  as  the  difficulty  of  the  position  is  so  well  known, 
will  not  be  considered  too  great.  The  batteries  might  be  drawn  from 
the  reserve  artillery  of  the  army,  which,  in  my  opinion,  was  always  in 
larger  force  than  required.  If  any  troops  are  on  hand  to  start  they  may 
be  sent  at  once  to  Northeast  Station,  on  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon 
Railroad. 
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2d.  There  is  now  on  the  Cape  Fear  upward  of  300,000  bushels  of  ex 
cellent  rice  in  the  barns  of  the  planters  between  the  city  and  the  lower 
rice  lands.  The  crop  has  not  been  thrashed,  owing  to  various  obstacles. 
It  will  be  very  valuable  to  us  in  every  way,  both  for  food  and  forage, 
and  should  not  be  suffered  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy;  should 
there  be  danger  of  that  I  shall  destroy  it.  In  the  mean  time  I  suggest 
the  purchase  of  the  whole  or  a  greater  portion  by  the  Commissary  and 
Quartermaster's  Departments.  The  planters  will  sell  to  the  Government 
now  at  a  far  more  reasonable  price  than  to  private  purchasers,  and  as 
rice,  like  everything  else,  is  rising  in  value  it  will  be  well  to  secure  this 
important  article  of  food  at  once.  Please  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  and  Commissary-General  to  this. 

3d.  Please  to  send  me  the  authority,  which  from  time  to  time  has 
been  issued  to  generals  in  command,  relative  to  the  securing  or  destruc 
tion  of  private  property  to  prevent  its  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  I  refer  especially  to  crops — cotton,  naval  stores,  lumber,  &c.,  of 
which  he  stands  so  much  iu  need.  I  require  this,  as  I  shall  at  once  take 
all  means  in  my  power  to  secure  these  things  on  the  Cape  Fear. 

4th.  Instructions  as  to  the  proclamation  of  martial  law  in  districts 
menaced  by  the  enemy. 

Please  address  me  at  Wilmington. 
Very  respectfully  and  obediently, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier-  Genera  7,  Commanding. 

CAPE  FEAR  DISTRICT, 
Warsaw,  N.  (7.,  November  14,  18G2 
Hon.  GEORGE  W.  RANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of*  War,  Richmond,  Va. : 

SIR  :  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  posi 
tion  of  Wilmington  and  its  vital  importance  in  this  war.  There  are  now 
but  three  great  harbors  on  our  coast  not  in  possession 'of  the  enemy— 
Charleston,  Mobile,  and  Wilmington.  Of  these,  Charleston,  though  its 
capture  would  be  a  severe  blow  to  us  and  an  occasion  of  great  triumph 
to  the  enemy  and  have  serious  effect  on  the  war  at  home  and  abroad, 
is  not  a  point  of  such  strategic  importance  in  the  present  position  of 
affairs  as  the  other  two.  Their  capture  destroys  two  great  arteries  of 
communication  now  more  than  ever  necessary  since  the  loss  of  the  Mis 
sissippi  ;  cuts  two  great  lines  of  telegraph;  renders  Charleston  of  little 
avail  to  us,  should  it  prove  impregnable,  as  an  importing  point  for  war 
material,  and  affords  by  rivers  and  roads  most  effective  basis  by  which 
the  enemy  may  extend  their  power  to  the  interior,  endangering  at  once 
the  armies  of  the  east  and  the  west,  on  which  now  the  hopes  of  the 
country  rest.  These  two  points,  Mobile  and  Wilmington,  are,  from  local 
circumstances,  exceedingly  difficult  to  defend,  the  latter  especially. 

I  speak  advisedly,  from  long  service  at  all  of  these  cities  in  the  en 
gineer  service  of  the  late  United  States.  Though  nearly  all  that  may  be 
said  on  this  subject  in  regard  to  Wilmington  will  apply  locally  as  well 
as  generally  to  Mobile,  it  is  with  the  former  I  now  have  to  do.  It  is  of 
the  last  importance  to  hold  the  port.  In  the  fall  and  winter  the  block 
ade  is  exceedingly  difficult,  owing  to  Cape  Fear,  a  dangerous  point  on 
the  coast,  which,  with  its  extensive  shoals,  extends  far  to  seaward  be 
tween  the  two  entrances  to  the  harbor.  The  prevalence  of  southeast 
weather  at  the  main  entrance,  while  it  is  very  dangerous  for  vessels  out 
side,  forces  them  to  the  north  ward  of  the  Cape  and  gives  easy  access  to 
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vessels  running  the  blockade.  In  like  manner  the  northeast  gales  drive 
the  enemy  to  shelter  to  the  southward  of  the  Cape  and  clears  the  new 
inlet  or  upper  entrance.  The  river  affords  great  facilities  for  building- 
gunboats.  Two  are  already  there  ready  for  their  iron.  Their  comple 
tion  ought  not  to  be  left  to  chance,  for  either  of  them  would  compel 
most  extraordinary  preparations  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  and  undoubt 
edly  enable  us  to  hold  the  port  for  a  great  length  of  time,  and  time  is 
much  with  us  now.  Once  in  service  and  there  is  nothing  to  prevent 
the  building  of  a  fleet  of  similar  vessels.  Along  the  Sound,  in  the  im 
mediate  vicinity  of  the  river,  are  extensive  works  producing  3.000  bushels 
of  salt  daily.  This  important  supply  depends  entirely  on  our  holding 
the  port.  I  mention  these  considerations  as  worthy  of  attention,  but 
subordinate  to  the  great  strategic  importance  of  the  plan  in  relation  to 
the  progress  of  the  war. 

As  to  its  defense  and  the  difficulties  of  the  problem,  it  will  be  seen 
by  reference  to  the  map  that  the  two  entrances,  7  miles  apart,  sepa 
rated  by  Smith's  Island,  are  isolated  from  mutual  support  by  the 
river  itself.  As  the  works  defending  them  (not,  by  the  way,  of 
strength  commensurate  with  the  object)  are  liable  to  separate  attacks 
both  by  sea  and  land  from  the  northward  and  southward,  the  support 
ing  force  is  liable  to  be  divided.  This  difficulty  would  riot  be  so  formid 
able  were  our  means  of  boat  transportation  greater,  but  as  we  stand 
it  is  very  much  so.  The  series  of  swamp  lands  and  bayous  which 
separate  Oak  Island  for  a  considerable  distance  from  the  mainland 
form  an  additional  and  serious  obstacle  to  the  relief  of  Fort  Cas- 
well,  the  work  designed  to  protect  the  main  entrance.  The  fall  of  one, 
though  so  far  apart,  will  necessarily  result  in  that  of  the  other,  and 
thus,  without  mutually  assisting  in  the  defense  of  either,  the  safety  of 
either  of  these  important  positions  depends  on  the  other.  This  is 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Cape  Fear  from  8  to  10  miles  from  the  mouth 
spreads  over  extensive  shoals,  with  the  channel  so  far  from  the  land 
that  artillery  can  scarcely  be  placed  so  as  effectually  to  prevent  the 
access  to  the  upper  river  from  being  cut  off,  and  with  it  the  river  com 
munications  to  the  forts.  In  addition,  though  the  forts  command  the 
entrances,  which  are  comparatively  narrow,  neither  of  them  have  any 
control  over  the  harbor  nor  the  inside  anchorages,  while  we  are  pre 
vented  by  want  of  means  from  increasing  our  batteries  on  the  mainland 
so  as  to  render  the  harbor  unsafe  for  the  enemy  after  a  successful  pas 
sage  of  the  entrances.  The  distance  of  the  city  is  an  unfavorable  ele 
ment  in  the  matter— 21  miles  to  Fort  Fisher  and  28  to  Fort  Caswell,  with 
the  three  routes,  the  river  and  the  roads  by  either  bank.  The  roads 
are  extremely  heavy,  passing  through  tracts  of  deep  sand.  The  city, 
again,  though  24  miles  from  its  harbor,  is  but  6  miles  from  the  sea,  and 
may  be  attacked  from  the  Sounds  by  way  of  Topsail  and  Swansborough 
without  any  attempts  on  the  forts,  and  this  in  the  present  position  of 
the  enemy  is  not  unlikely.  In  event  of  his  success  the  forts  must  fall 
without  resistance.  In  this  condition  of  things  the  presence  of  a  strong 
maneuvering  force  is  indispensable  and  its  necessity  immediate,  no 
matter  how  strong  we  may  be  able  to  make  the  forts  or  how  perfect 
the  arrangements  for  obstruction ;  and  as  both  our  means  and  time  are 
limited  the  supporting  army  must  be  in  readiness.  That  granted, 
though  the  odds  are  more  favorable  to  the  attack  than  the  defense,  the 
enemy  may  be  afraid  to  undertake  it.  I  have  mentioned  the  difficulties 
of  the  defense  to  show  how  urgent  is  the  necessity  of  the  force.  There 
is  another  consideration  which  deserves  attention.  The  fact  that  once 
in  his  possession  all  the  circumstances  now  so  favorable  to  us  are  of 
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advantage  to  him.  and  the  means  to  drive  him  out  must  be  so  extraor 
dinary  and  so  disproportionate  to  those  now  needed  to  defend  it,  that  I 
fear  we  should  be  altogether  unable  to  regain  the  place.  The  Cape 
Fear,  navigable  to  Fayetteville,  gives  him  a  barrier  on  the  south  im 
passable  to  us,  near  the  city  especially,  where  the  river,  separating  into 
several  channels,  forms  directly  opposite  the  broad  and  swampy  rice 
lands  of  Eagle's  Island.  The  Northeast  Branch,  on  the  other  hand, 
with  the  great  Holly  Shelter  Swamps  extending  along  its  east  bank  for 
20  or  30  miles  and  close  to  the  Sounds,  would  entirely  defend  him  (taken 
in  connection  with  his  inexhaustible  means  of  support  and  re-enforee- 
inent  from  the  seaward)  against  attack  from  the  northward.  All  the 
means  in  our  power,  therefore,  or  rather  all  that  can  be  spared  from 
points  equally  menaced,  though  perhaps  not  so  important,  should  be 
put  forward  at  once.  To  retain  this  position  10,000  effective  men,  with 
four  to  six  field  batteries,  is  the  least  force  I  can  recommend  as  the  sup 
porting  corps  for  its  defense.  If  this  cannot  be  had  we  must  trust  to 
God  in  what  we  have,  small  as  it  is,  and  the  blindness  of  the  enemy. 
Why  he  neglected  this  place  and  struck  at  New  Berne  is  more  than  I 
can  tell.  I  may  add  that  the  danger  of  its  reduction  is  more  imminent 
from  the  disorders  consequent  on  the  pestilence  which  has  desolated 
the  unfortunate  city.  Preparations  have  been  suspended,  the  garrison 
reduced  and  withdrawn,  the  workshops  deserted,  transportation  ren 
dered  irregular  and  uncertain,  provisions,  forage,  and  supplies  ex 
hausted.  Unless  therefore  more  speedy  measures  for  re-enforcement 
and  relief  be  adopted  I  have  great  apprehensions  of  a  successful  coup 
de  main  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  Even  a  lodgment  or  the  successful 
passage  of  one  of  the  forts  by  even  one  or  two  of  his  gunboats  would 
be  a  most  serious  matter,  and  as  things  now  stand  there  is  little  to  pre 
vent  such  disaster.  Having  been  assigned  to  this  important  charge 
but  a  few  days  since  I  am  not  yet  p'repared  to  say  whether  the  disposi 
tions  adopted  are  altogether  such  as  I  would  recommend.  No  doubt 
in  general  they  are  the  best  which  circumstances  would  permit.  It  is 
now,  however,  too  late  to  undertake  changes,  perhaps  also  to  make  ad 
ditions,  unless  in  the  all-important  matter  of  the  supporting  troops,  and 
that  I  have  hurriedly  endeavored  to  set  forth. 

In  conclusion  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  a  communication  of  this  date 
to  Major-General  Smith  relative  to  the  securing  of  the  large  amount  of 
rice,  &c.,  in  the  vicinity. 

Eespectfully  urging  these  remarks  upon  your  attention,  and  request 
ing  their  consideration  by  the  President,  I  remain,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

[Indorsements.  1 

NOVEMBER  20,  1862. 
Referred  to  Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JOHN  A.  CAMPBELL. 

Respectfully  returned. 

It  is  certainly  desirable  to  increase  the  force  at  Wilmington,  but  at 
present  I  have  not  the  means  of  doing  it.  An  extract  from  General 
Whiting's  letter  to  me  has  been  forwarded  to  General  Lee,  but  under 
present  circumstances  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  he  has  no  force  to 
spare.  General  Whiting's  remarks  about  the  rice  in  his  vicinity  have 
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been  submitted  to  the  commanding  general.  When  the  pressure  of  the 
enemy  on  the  north  will  permit,  forces  should,  and  I  have  no  doubt  will, 
be  detached  south  of  James  Kiver.  Until  such  time  I  do  not  see  how 
the  permanent  force  at  Wilmington  can  be  materially  increased  j  but  in 
emergency  all  disposable  force  within  reach  would  be  sent  at  once  to  the 
support  of  this  or  any  other  important  point  in  imminent  danger  of  im 
mediate  attack  by  superior  forces. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major- General. 

This  has  been  adequately  attended  to  by  General  Smith. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

HEADQUARTERS, 

Richmond,  Va.,  November  14,  1802. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH, 

Comdg.  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Petersburg,  Va. : 

GENERAL  :  Your  two  letters  in  regard  to  boundary  of  the  Wilming 
ton  District  and  report  of  your  recent  movement  against  the  enemy, 
with  inclosed  note  to  Secretary  of  War,  are  received.  I  will  lay  them 
before  the  Secretary  in  the  morning. 

A  letter  from  Governor  Vance  to  the  President,  dated  the  12th,  was 
referred  to  me  to-day.  The  Governor  requests  the  President  to  order 
that  certain  points  on  the  Chowan  be  occupied  by  troops.  I  recom 
mended  that  the  letter  be  sent  you;  that  you  would,  without  further  in 
structions,  do  everything  for  the  best  interests  of  the  service.  I  coi- 
gratulate  you  upon  preventing  their  forward  movement,  and  only  regret 
that  they  retired  before  giving  you  an  opportunity  to  punish  them. 
Three  guns  on  their  way  here  from  Wilmington  have  been  ordered  to  be 
turned  over  to  you  for  use  in  the  works  at  the  obstructions.  This  order 
was  given,  I  understand,  by  the  Ordnance  Bureau.  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
get  more  guns  for  you  soon. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  application  of  the  Commissary-General, 
has  directed  that  no  permits  are  to  be  given  allowing  flour  to  be  shipped 
out  of  Virginia  for  private  use. 

Colonel  Ball,  from  Frederick sburg,  telegraphs  to-night  that  the  enemy 
are  moving  upon  him  in  some  force  and  asks  help.  Things  seem  to  be 
quiet  in  front  of  General  Lee.  General  Johnston  has  reported  for  duty. 
It  is  understood  that  he  will  be  ordered  to  the  army  in  Tennessee  and 
Mississippi. 

Eespectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-General. 


EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 

Raleigh,  November  15,  1862. 
Hon.  S.  E.  MALLORY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  : 

DEAR  SIR  :  His  Excellency  Governor  Vance  has  received  your  letter 
stating  that  he  had  the  control  of  a  quantity  of  railroad  iron  and  asking 
his  consent  to  have  the  same  rolled  into  plate  to  be  used  upon  boats  now 
being  built  in  this  State. 

His  Excellency  presumes  that  your  informant,  Commander  Cooke, 
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alludes  to  the  iron  of  the  Atlantic  road.  The  State  is  but  a  stockholder 
in  the  road,  a  large  portion  belonging  to  private  individuals.  A  meet 
ing  of  the  directors  of  the  company  has  been  called  and  your  proposi 
tion  will  be  submitted  to  them.  Their  decision  will  be  made  known  to 
you. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

DAVID  A.  BARNES, 
Aide-tie- Camp  to  the  Governor. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  November  16,  18G2. 
His  Excellency  ZEBULON  B.  VANCE, 

0  over  nor  of  North  Carolina  : 

GOVERNOR  :  Your  letter  to  the  President  of  November  11*  has  been 
referred  to  me,  in  which  you  represent  that  some  forty  persons  were 
arrested  in  the  eastern  part  of  North  Carolina  and  sent  to  Salis 
bury  for  confinement.  I  have  invariably  instructed  officers  on  the  fron 
tier  not  to  molest  any  citizen  unless  they  had  positive  proof  of  his 
having  committed  offense  against  our  Government  or  violated  its  ordi 
nances,  and  this  because  I  found  it  resulted  in  no  good,  for  often,  how 
ever  guilty,  nothing  could  be  proven  against  them,  and  when  liberated 
they  went  home  more  embittered.  Besides,  the  enemy  can  arrest  any 
number  of  our  friends  for  each  one  we  may  arrest,  and  it  cannot  now 
be  prevented.  I  regret  that  Colonel  Radcliffe  should  have  brought 
them  beyond  Tarborough.  I  will  write  to  Colonel  Radcliffe  to  have  him 
make  out  charges  against  such  as  have  committed  offenses,  and  that  the 
others  at  least  be  sent  back  under  guard  by  way  of  Goldsborough  to 
Greenville,  to  return  to  their  homes  under  such  obligations  as  you  may 
impose  on  them.  These  obligations  will  readily  suggest  themselves  to 
you.  If,  however,  you  wish  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  them  I  will  in 
struct  the  commandant  of  the  post  of  Salisbury  what  to  do  with  those 
against  whom  no  charge  is  made ;  but  this  will  take  some  little  time. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

S.  G.  FRENCH, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  November  17,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH, 

Commanding  Army,  &c.,  Richmond,  Va. : 

GENERAL  :  When  I  was  on  the  Roanoke  River  the  other  day  I  passed 
over  the  route  for  several  miles  by  which  the  army  under  General  Foster 
advanced  and  saw  many  evidences  of  their  wanton  destruction  of 
private  property  and  heard  related  many  of  their  acts  of  cruelty  to  in 
offensive  citizens.  At  Hamilton  they  burned  from  sixteen  to  eighteen 
private  dwellings,  and  in  nearly  every  house  in  the  town  they  made  a 
forcible  entry  and  destroyed  all  the  furniture,  broke  all  the  crockery, 
and  demolished  the  doors  and  windows.  They  entered  houses  by  the 
roadside  and  in  the  presence  of  the  inmates  destroyed  everything  in 
the  dwellings.  They  burned  all  bedding,  all  the  ladies'  dresses,  and  stole, 
in  one  instance,  money  from  the  bosom  of  an  aged  lady  by  force.  They, 
in  pure  wantonness,  shot  cattle  and  hogs  by  the  roadside  and  in  the 
fields.  In  Williarnston  they  quartered  their  horses  in  the  parlors  of 
dwellings,  and  in  that  place  also  destroyed  the  jail  and  other  buildings. 

*  See  Series  IV. 
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Under  this  condition  of  affairs  I  write  you,  and  request  you  to  lay  the 
matter  before  His  Excellency  the  President  to  enable  him  to  consider 
the  propriety  of  having  Foster  and  his  officers  declared  to  be  no  longer 
entitled  to  be  regarded  as  soldiers,  and  that  they  have  forfeited  all  claim 
to  the  benefit  of  the  cartel,  &c.  I  have  written  to  Ex-Governor  Clark 
at  Tarborough  to  collect  the  facts  in  regard  to  this  malicious  destruc 
tion  of  private  property.  I  saw  two  carriages  which  they  had  stolen 
and  left  in  their  camps  and  which  they  could  take  no  farther,  stripped 
of  curtains  and  otherwise  rendered  useless. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

S.  G.  FRENCH, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

[Indorsement.] 

Respectfully  referred  to  General  French. 

It  is  better  that  General  French  should  address  a  letter  to  General 
Foster  inquiring  whether  these  outrages  were  committed  with  his 
knowledge  and  sanction,  informing  him  that  such  outrages  are  consid 
ered  as  forfeiting  the  right  to  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  that 
the  action  to  be  taken  in  the  case  will  depend  on  the  answer  received 
from  him.  If  no  answer  is  received  within  —  days  it  will  be  considered 
that  he  admits  and  holds  himself  responsible  for  the  acts  charged. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith  : 

SAML.  TV.  MELTON, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 

Raleigh,  N.  G.,  November  17,  1862. 
^General  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War  : 

DEAR  SIR  :  His  excellency  Governor  Vance  received  a  communication 
from  your  immediate  predecessor,  Hon.  G.  W.  Randolph,  in  which  he 
states  that  in  consequence  of  the  threatened  attacks  upon  the  railroad 
connections  in  the  eastern  portion  of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  and 
our  inability  at  present  to  withdraw  from  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia 
ve-enforcements  sufficiently  large  to  secure  those  connections,  it  is  con 
sidered  very  important  to  complete  the  Danville  and  Greensborough 
connection  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  asking  him  to  aid  in  procuring 
hands  to  work  upon  that  improvement.  His  Excellency  instructs  me 
to  say  that  he  will  most  cheerfully  give  whatever  assistance  he  can  con 
sistently  with  his  sense  of  duty  to  further  the  speedy  completion  of  this 
work,  but  at  the  same  time  he  hopes  it  will  not  be  improper  to  remark 
that  the  Government  should  at  all  hazards  and  at  all  times  defend  our 
present  railroad  connections  at  Weldon.  That  section  of  the  country  is 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  Government,  abounding  in  abundant 
supplies  for  the  army.  His  Excellency  must  decline  authorizing  or  rec 
ommending  the  Legislature  to  authorize  the  drafting  slaves  for  this  pur 
pose.  Vast  numbers  of  slaves  are  leaving  our  eastern  counties,  threat 
ened  with  invasion,  and  their  owners  are  anxiously  seeking  employment. 
The  contractors  upon  the  work  can,  without  the  intervention  of  the 
public  authorities,  obtain  the  most  abundant  supply  of  hands  if  they  will 
offer  fair  and  remunerating  prices. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

DAVID  A.  BARNES, 
Aide-de-Gamp  to  the  Governor. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  November  18.  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Richmond,  Va. : 

GENERAL  :  It  appears  now  to  be  pretty  certain  that  the  enemy  have 
withdrawn  from  their  late  movemeut  toward  Tarborough  and  WeleUm. 
What  may  be  their  next  move  is  only  matter  of  conjecture.  Early  in 
the  fall,  as  we  have  definitely  ascertained  by  spies  in  New  Berne,  an  expe 
dition  against  Wilmington  was  organized,  the  attack  to  be  made  from  the 
direction  I  have  always  been  apprehensive  of — to  land  with  transports 
at  Topsail  Inlet,  22  miles  from  the  city;  there  at  high  water  (10  to  12 
feet)  [troops]  may  enter  and  march  by  the  plank  road  directly  on  the 
city.  This  plan  of  attack  is  the  most  to  be  feared,  and  the  one  of  all 
others  which  promises  success  to  the  enemy,  if  in  force.  Unless  we  are 
able  to  meet  and  beat  them  in  battle  all  the  forts  and  batteries  on  the 
river  fall,  without  the  necessity  of  firing  a  gun,  with  the  fall  of  the 
city.  After  these  movements  commence  it  will  be  too  late  to  re-enforce. 
Within  10  or  12  miles  of  the  point  of  landing  they  would  cut  the  rail 
road  bridges  on  the  northeast  branch  of  the  Cape  Fear,  a  wide  and  deep 
river;  that  gone,  while  succor  is  cut  off,  retreat  is  also,  and  the  garri 
son  of  Wilmin  gton  must  either  conquer  or  surrender.  My  want  of  troops 
you  know.  I  hope  at  least  six  field  batteries  may  be  spared  me,  which 
I  think  might  be  done  from  the  immense  reserve  artillery  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  a  train  seldom,  if  ever,  used  in  our  late  campaign.  I 
have  also  great  need  of  cavalry.  A  very  large  extent  of  country  has  to 
be  picketed  and  I  have  not  exceeding  100.  They  are  especially  neces 
sary  to  prevent  communication  with  the  enemy's  blockaders,  who  skirt 
the  coast  daily  20  or  30  miles  on  each  side  of  the  harbor.  A  regiment 
would  be  none  too  many^  1  have  already  represented  the  number  of 
infantry  which  I  think  is  the  least  should  be  on  hand.  I  will  forward 
you  as  soon  as  possible  a  report  and  sketch  showing  our  means  of  de 
fense  and  their  location.  I  find  everything  in  confusion,  owing  to  the 
pestilence,  and  works  in  many  cases  stopped  or  left  unfinished. 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  that  a  telegraph  office  should  be 
established  at  Magnolia,  half-way  between  Goldsborough  and  Wilming 
ton;  this  on  account  of  running  the  trains  with  troops  over  the  Wil 
mington  and  Weldon  Railroad  (the  distance  to  Goldsborough  from  here 
being  82  miles,  too  far  without  a  station),  and  also  because  at  this  point 
(Magnolia)  we  can  procure  from  the  pickets  the  earliest  information  of 
the  movements  of  the  enemy  from  New  Berne  and  Beaufort.  Will  you 
ask  accordingly? 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  November  19,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  THOMAS  JORDAN, 

Chief of  Staff,  Charleston: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  to-day  sent  over  to  Charleston  three  negroes  belong 
ing  to  Nassau,  W.  I.    They  formed  part  of  the  crew  of  a  small  schooner 
which,  loaded  with  salt,  was  endeavoring  to  run  the  blockade  on  Monday 
last,  but  being  cut  off  from  Wrightsville  Inlet  was  beached. 
The  enemy  sent  a  party  on  shore,  of  whom  a  lieutenant,  2  midship- 
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men,  and  10  sailors  were  captured  by  our  pickets,  together  with  the 
negroes,  whom  the  enemy  had  taken. .  The  captain  of  the  vessel  was 
also  rescued.  I  think  they  should  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Brit 
ish  consul. 

They  certainly  were  endeavoring  to  help  us.  I  have  therefore  sent 
them  over  to  Charleston,  where  there  may  be  a  chance  for  them  to  re 
turn  to  Nassau. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
• 

[Indorsement.] 

HDQRS.  UEPT.  OP  SOUTH  CAROLINA  AND  GEORGIA, 

Charleston,  8.  C.,  November  20,  1862. 

Cannot  Messrs.  John  Fraser  &  Co.  find  employment  for  these  negroes 
on  their  steamers  ? 
Respectfully, 

THOMAS  JOKDAN, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Richmond,  Va.,  November  19,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Petersburg,  Va. : 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  this  date  has  been  received.    I  have  sent 
you  to-day  a  battery  of  two  30-pounder  Parrott  guns,  fully  furnished 
with  horses  and  men.    They  will  arrive  to-morrow. 
Kespectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  N.  C.,  November  20,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH, 

[Acting]  Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  been  informed  that  at  least  a  week  since  you  di 
rected  five  regiments  to  be  sent  here,  including  the  two  (Eadcliffe's  and 
Cantwell's)  formerly  here ;  but  one  (Cantwell's)  has  arrived;  the  others 
are  said  to  be  retained  by  order  of  Maj  or- General  French.  Time  is  press 
ing.  I  cannot  more  clearly  explain  the  necessity  for  troops  than  I  have 
done  to  the  late  Secretary,  nor  can  I  diminish  the  estimate  I  conceive 
the  necessity  of  the  case  requires,  viz,  10,000  infantry  and  six  batteries. 
My  information  from  New  Berne  and  from  the  examination  of  prisoners 
leads  to  the  belief  that  the  enemy,  fully  aware  of  the  defenseless  state 
of  Wilmington  against  a  land  attack,  intends  a  speedy  movement,  know 
ing  that  on  account  of  the  force  we  shall  be  found  unprepared.  Against 
a  naval  attack  I  am  not  so  apprehensive,  but  it  is  now  easily  in  their 
power  to  neutralize  all  our  sea-coast  and  river  defenses.  A  small  de 
tachment  can  but  prove  a  bait  and  must  necessarily  be  sacrificed.  It 
would  be  better,  if  troops  are  not  to  be  or  cannot  be  sent,  to  do  without 
rather  than  lose  the  few  here  and  the  place  too,  as  must  inevitably  be 
the  case  should  the  attack  be  made  by  the  land  approach  ;  for  the  gar 
rison  of  Wilmington  in  that  event  there  is  no  retreat.  I  earnestly  hope, 
if  it  is  intended  that  this  important  point  be  held,  that  dispatch  will  be 
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used  iii  providing  a  sufficient  number  of  troops.  You  are  doubtless 
aware  that  within  a  few  hours  of  the  landing  of  the  enemy  at  Topsail 
Inlet  (should  he  attack  by  land)  communication  with  any  point  north 
of  this  will  be  cut  off  entirely  by  his  destroying  the  railroad  bridge  on 
the  northeast,  not  far  from  abreast  of  his  landing,  and  I  cannot  hope  for 
any  aid  from  south  of  this.  I  have  only  then  to  assure  you  that  after  his 
demonstration  commences  and  attack  here  is  indicated  it  will,  unless 
providentially  otherwise  ordered,  be  too  late  to  re-enforce. 
Yery  respectfully, 

W.  II.  0.  WHITING, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 

[Indorsements.  ] 

Keferred  to  General  Smith. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

RICHMOND,  VA.,  November  26,  1862. 

Respectfully  forwarded  with  suggestion  that  the  Governor  of  North 
Carolina  be  requested  to  furnish  all  the  aid  that  he  can  to  General 
Whiting,  at  Wilmington,  and  that  tbe  substance  of  this  letter  be  laid 
before  General  Lee  for  his  consideration  and  such  action  on  his  part  as 
the  exigency  demands,  so  far  as  it  may  be  in  his  power  to  furnish  assist 
ance.  There  are  no  available  troops  for  such  a  purpose  in  and  about 
this  city,  and  there  are  too  few  in  North  Carolina  to  successfully  resist 
a  determined  attack  in  force  upon  any  one  of  its  many  important  points 
within  easy  reach  of  the  enemy.  I  send  a  copy  of  this  letter  and  in 
dorsement  to  General  Lee. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  N.  0.,  November  21, 1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH, 

[Acting]  Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  In  the  event  of  the  general  movements  of  the  enemy  in 
the  winter's  campaign  bringing  about  a  concentration  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  near  to  Richmond  and  the  transfer  of  a  portion  of  the 
troops  to  North  Carolina,  I  respectfully  apply  for  the  brigade  of  Gen 
eral  Fender's  North  Carolina  Troops  and  that  of  General  Law,  now 
consisting  of  three  North  Carolina  regiments  and  the  Fourth  Alabama; 
also  for  Captain  Reilly's  battery  to  be  included  in  the  number  to  be  sent 
here.  Will  you  please  to  refer  this  to  the  Secretary  of  War  ?  General 
Clingman,  who  reported  for  duty  yesterday,  informs  me  that  nearly  ten 
days  ago  you  ordered  the  two  regiments  lately  taken  from  here,  together 
with  two  others,  to  be  moved  back  to  this  place.  Only  one  has  arrived 
(CantwelPs).  Radcliffe's  and  the  other  two  have  been  detained  by 
Major-General  French  near  Kinston.  I  can  add  nothing  more  forcible 
to  my  explanations  heretofore  given  of  the  weakness  and  necessities  of 
this  point.  I  am  sure  the  Department  and  yourself  are  fully  aware  of 
all  the  circumstances.  Information  has  been  received  from  a  spy  that 
the  enemy  have  concentrated  quite  a  large  force  of  troops  (upward  of 
20,000,  it"  is  said)  on  Roanoke  Island,  part  of  which  came  from  New 
York  and  part  from  the  vicinity  of  Suffolk,  intended  for  an  expedition, 
according  to  camp  talk,  against  this  place*.  However  that  may  be, 
Roauoke  Island  is  certainly  a  favorable  point  for  preparing  and  fitting 
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out  the  requisite  transportation  for  such  an  expedition,  and  considering 
the  difficulty  we  should  have  in  obtaining  early  information  of  any 
movement  from  Roanoke  Island  its  selection  shows  judgment.  If  such 
an  attempt  is  to  be  made  from  there  our  first  intimation  of  it  will  prob 
ably  be  from  the  pickets  at  Topsail,  22  miles  off,  too  late  for  efficient 
support.  As  things  stand  now  I  could  hardly  hope  to  offer  opposi 
tion  enough  to  enable  me  to  destroy  the  city.  By  examining  the  maps 
of  this  vicinity  you  will  see  that  attack  coming  along  the  plunk  road 
from  the  Sounds,  the  garrison  of  the  town  and  the  two  sides  of  the  river 
have  no  mode  of  escape.  The  river  and  its  branches  are  wide  and  deep 
and  our  water  transportation  is  not  sufficient  to  allow  of  the  escape  of 
even  the  field  batteries.  The  forward  condition  of  one  of  the  gunboats 
now  building  here ;  the  large  amount  of  valuable  property  in  crops,  ma 
chinery,  &c.,  all  of  which  ought  to  be  destroyed  rather  than  that  the 
enemy  should  get  them,  makes  me  perhaps  importunate  in  my  appeal. 
As  things  stand  it  is  my  intention,  unless  otherwise  ordered,  in  case  of 
attack  in  force  by  land  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  troops  estimated 
as  necessary,  to  destroy  all  I  can,  even  to  burning  the  city  to  the  ground. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


CHARLESTON,  November  21,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  THOMAS  JORDAN: 

SIR:  We  have  received  and  read  General  Whiting's  letter,  addressed 
to  you,  in  reference  to  some  negroes  captured  from  the  enemy.  We 
have  no  knowledge  of  them,  and  are  sorry  to  say  have  no  steamer  here, 
having  recently  lost  one  on  the  Cape  Fear. 

Thanking  you  for  your  kind  attention  we  beg  to  say  that  we  will 
cheerfully  carry  out  your  wishes  hereafter  and  by  first  opportunity. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

JNO.  FEASER  &  CO. 

HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  November  22,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Richmond,  Va. : 

GENERAL  :  Several  days  since  I  called  the  attention  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  the  very  important  matter  of  the  crops  of  rice  in  this  vicinity. 
I  advised  the  purchase  by  the  Commissary  Department  of  the  lot.  I 
have  had  no  reply.  The  planters  will  sell  to  the  Government  for  $2,  a 
most  reasonable  price,  considering  especially  the  shortness  of  the  crops 
and  the  relative  value  of  corn  and  rice,  the  former  having  reached  $1.75, 
while  its  customary  value  is  not  more  than  half  that  of  rice.  To  spec 
ulators  they  ask  a  higher  price.  The  result  will  be  that  unless  taken 
now  we  must  eventually  either  destroy  it  or  the  Government  will  have 
to  pay  two  or  three  prices.  I  shall  be  compelled,  I  fear,  to  destroy  it, 
and  also  much  other  valuable  property.  It  is  two  weeks  since  my  first 
representation  of  the  critical  condition  of  this  important  point,  second 
now  only  to  Mobile  in  its  effects  upon  the  war,  and  so  far  one  regiment 
has  been  sent  to  me.  I  have  asked  but  a  moderate  number  (10,000  men 
and  six  batteries)  wherewith  to  oppose  from  15,000  to  20,000  men  con 
centrating  in  New  Berne  and  Roauoke,  with  at  least  the  reported,  cer 
tainly  the  probable,  purpose  of  attacking  this  place.  No  answer  has 
been  given  me  in  the  premises,  I  have  explained  also  the  defenseless 
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condition  of  the  place  against  the  attack  sure  to  come.  By  water  we 
may  be  regarded  as  tolerably  secure.  Unfortunately  the  enemy  will 
not  take  that  way,  or  will  only  approach  that  way.  My  antagonist  is 
soldier  enough,  and  in  addition  has  boen  stationed  here  long  enough  to 
know  the  best  way  to  attack  the  city,  the  batteries,  the  harbor,  and 
the  forts.  He  will  adopt  that  way — the  attack  from  the  Sound. 
Against  that  advance  I  have  now  but  700  infantry  and  about  300  heavy 
artillery,  with  two  or  three  companies  of  Partisan  Rangers.  In  oppos 
ing  this  attack  the  garrisons  of  Forts  Fisher.  Caswell,  Saint  Philip,  and 
other  batteries  cannot  be  taken  into  account.  They  must  man  the  bat 
teries  whether  the  enemy  attack  the  river  or  not.  If  the  Government 
intends  to  send  me  troops,  please  let  me  know.  If  it  cannot,  I  will  en 
deavor  to  save  what  can  be  saved  from  him,  and  as  there  is  no  mode  of 
retreat  from  this  position  I  will  also  make  preparation  to  destroy  the 
city.  The  enemy  may  then  find  the  garrison  among  the  ruins. 
Yery  respectfully, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

November  23,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

GENERAL:  My  letter  of  yesterday  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
General*  contains  all  the  information  I  possess  relative  to  General 
Burnside's  army.  There  are  no  indications  of  his  future  movements  or 
plans.  His  apparent  present  inaction  leads  me  to  apprehend  that  he 
may  be  preparing  to  transfer  his  army  to  some  other  quarter,  as  his 
position  is  such  as  to  render  it  extremely  difficult  to  obtain  information 
as  to  what  may  transpire  in  his  rear.  Scouts  are  on  the  watch,  but 
they  have  to  make  so  large  a  circuit,  both  right  and  left,  that  great  de 
lay  necessarily  occurs  in  receiving  the  information  they  obtain.  I  have 
therefore  thought  it  advisable  to  request  that  you  will  endeavor  to  ob 
tain  accurate  information  of  what  may  be  transpiring  south  of  James 
River  and  to  take  measures,  if  possible,  to  be  informed  as  early  as  prac 
ticable  of  the  approach  to  our  waters  of  any  transports  or  vessels.  I 
shall  endeavor  to  have  watch  kept  on  the  Potomac  of  the  movements  of 
vessels  down  that  river,  as  it  is  very  difficult  to  approach  Aquia  Creek. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  November  24,  1862. 
Gov.  ZEBULON  B.  VANCE,  Raleigh,  N.  C  : 

DEAR  SIR  :  When  I  joined  our  forces  that  were  assembled  near  Tar- 
borough  I  was  very  forcibly  struck  with  the  want  of  positive  and  accu 
rate  information  as  respected  the  force  of  the  enemy  under  General 
Foster  as  well  as  to  the  roads  along  which  he  was  advancing,  and  which 
important  information  I  think  could  and  should  have  been  conveyed 
to  General  Martin  by  the  inhabitants  residing  along  the  line  of  his 
march.  To  remedy  such,  or  rather  to  provide  for  the  ascertaining  of 
all  movements  of  the  enemy  on  any  future  advance,  permit  me  to  sug- 

*  See  Series  I,  Vol.  XXI,  p.  1026. 
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gest  that  you  cause  in  all  the  eastern  counties,  as  far  as  practical,  the 
enrollment  of  all  persons  capable  of  bearing  arias  into  companies  (that 
are  not  conscripts),  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  watch  the  enemy,  and  on  any 
movements  taking  place  to  hover  on  his  line  of  march  and  give  infor 
mation  and  join  our  forces  as  guides  and  skirmishers  ;  these,  on  being 
enrolled,  to  meet  occasionally  for  drill  and  consultation  under  their  offi 
cers  as  to  what  each  shall  do  on  the  occasion  and  arrangement  of  places 
of  rendezvous  ;  the  rolls  of  such  companies  to  be  sent  to  Eichmond  to 
put  them  in  the  Confederate  service,  but  not  to  serve  unless  such  occa 
sion  for  local  service  be  required  5  the  sole  object  of  putting  them  in 
the  Confederate  service  being  that  should  any  be  taken  prisoners  they 
can  be  exchanged.  No  troops  in  the  service  of  any  State  when  taken 
prisoners  can  be  exchanged,  the  United  States  Government  only  deal 
ing  with  the  Confederate  Government.  These  men  can  and  must  re 
main  at  home  just  as  though  not  in  service  until  their  officers  call  them 
out  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  All  the  details  of  these  duties  can  be 
arranged  by  the  men  and  officers  when  they  assemble,  the  whole  being 
more  particularly  to  gain  and  give  information  and  act  as  guides  when 
necessary.  Such  a  company  as  this  for  local  purposes  I  commanded  in. 
Mississippi  long  before  secession  and  for  domestic  tranquillity  at  home. 
A  very  heavy  penalty  was  attached  to  any  member  who  did  not  assem 
ble  with  his  gun  and  ammunition  at  one  of  the  rendezvouses,  or  at  the 
nearest  rendezvous  to  the  point  where  his  services  might  be  required, 
on  notice  from  any  member  of  the  company;  consequently  each  knew 
he  would  meet  the  others  there.  By  such  a  system  as  this  all  approach 
of  the  enemy  could  be  made  kno\vn  and  all  preparation  be  made  to  meet 
him  more  successfully  by  our  army.  I  deem  it  much  preferable  to  call 
ing  out  militia  and  taking  them  from  their  homes.  Besides,  this  is  a 
revolution  of  the  people,  and  those  out  of  the  army  are  as  deeply  inter 
ested  as  those  mustered  into  the  service.  All  good  citizens  must  aid. 
It  has  been  truly  said  that  u  when  a  people  are  suddenly  called  upon 
to  fight  for  their  liberty  and  are  sorely  pressed  upon,  the  last  field  of 
battle  is  the  iloors  upon  which  their  children  have  played;  the  cham 
bers  where  the  family  of  each  man  has  slept ;  upon  and  under  the  roofs 
of  which  they  have  been  sheltered  ;  in  the  gardens  of  their  recreations ; 
in  the  streets  or  in  the  market-place ;  before  the  altars  of  their  temples 
and  among  their  congregated  dwellings,  blazing  and  uprooted;  "  and  if 
the  people  cannot  do  all  or  part  of  this,  they  can  organize  and  ambush 
the  enemy  by  the  wayside  and  dog  his  steps  and  harass  him  at  every 
swamp  and  crossing  in  those  counties.  Some  of  the  best  and  most  in 
fluential  citizens  should  by  their  presence  and  example  be  with  the  par 
ties  engaged  in  obstructing  the  rivers,  and  not  sit  idle,  emoking  the 
pipe  of  peace  by  their  family  firesides  and  calling  solely  on  our  poor 
soldiers  to  do  all.  We  must  all  unite  against  a  common  and  barbarous 
enemy,  who  disregards  most  of  the  customs  of  civilized  war. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

S.  G.  FRENCH, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  N.  0.,  November  26,  1862. 
Major-General  FRENCH, 

Commanding  District,  Petersburg,  Va. : 

GENERAL  :  Yours  of  the  23d  instant  is  received.    I  hope  Kadcliffe's 
regiment  will  be  on  shortly  as  well  as  Faison's.    The  attack  on  Wil- 
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mington  will  be  by  land  from  Topsail.  Possibly  a  feint  or  diversion 
simultaneously  may  be  attempted  with  gunboats  on  the  outer  harbor. 
I  have  reported  to  the  Department  10,000  infantry,  six  batteries  of  ar 
tillery,  and  one  regiment  of  cavalry,  as  the  very  least  force  by  which 
Wilmington  can  be  rendered  secure  against  an  advance  from  the  Sound. 
While  the  Department  agrees  with  me  in  this  necessity,  we  are  so  pressed 
everywhere  that  doubtless  it  will  be  unable  to  comply.  You  remark, 
in  regard  to  co-operativeness,  "if  Wilmington  is  attacked,  will  send  you 
assistance."  It  must  be  observed  that  if  the  attack  is  waited  for  it  will 
be  too  late  to  send  assistance.  With  their  advance  from  the  Sound  they 

would  of  course  cut  off  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  W E , 

and  the  garrison  here  can  neither  be  relieved  nor  can  it  retreat  against 
such  an  approach.  The  artillery  on  the  river  cannot  be  counted  an  ele 
ment  in  the  defense.  In  any  case  they  must  remain  at  their  batteries. 
Clinginan's  brigade  (when  complete),  Young's  small  battalion,  and  one 
battery  is  all  that  is  here  for  the  defense  of  the  place. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  November  26,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  GUSTAYUS  W.  SMITH, 

Commanding  District,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  Yours  of  the  21st  is  received  to-day.  I  regret  as  you  do 
the  inability  to  supply  the  troops  I  deem  necessary  to  secure  this  place. 
I  was  afraid  of  it,  but  it  was  necessary  to  represent  exactly  the  state  of 
affairs  and  the  necessity  in  the  premises.  We  must  do  the  best  we  can. 
I  have  been  in  hopes  that  possibly  a  few  thousand  men  might  be  spared 
from  the  western  army  for  the  winter  on  this  coast  if  not  from  General 
Lee.  The  river  defenses  here  are  in  pretty  good  order,  and  seem  to  be 
well  designed.  Fort  Oaswell  is  weak.  If  the  river  was  the  only  route 
of  the  enemy  to  this  city  I  think  he  would  find  it  difficult.  Day  before 
yesterday  a  steamer  entered  New  Eiver  and  steamed  up  several  miles. 
I  ordered  the  only  light  battery  I  have  to  attack  her.  Have  not  yet 
heard  from  it.  General  French  seems  to  be  under  the  impression  that 
I  am  under  his  command.  Will  you  please  to  inform  him  that  by  the 
express  direction  of  the  War  Department  I  report  to  you  for  orders  ?  I 
shall,  of  course,  keep  him  advised  of  everything  that  attains,  with  a 
view  to  cordial  co-operation,  but  I  am  not  under  his  orders. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Richmond,  Va.,  November  26,  1862. 
General  E.  E.  LEE, 

Comdg.  Army  of  Northern  Va.,  FredericJcsburg,  Va.: 
GENERAL:  Your  letter  of  the  23d  was  received  at  the  Point  of  Rocks 
on  Monday  afternoon.     Instructions  were  given  to  General  French  and 
Brigadier- Generals  Wise  and  Daniel  to  take  effective  measures  for  pro 
curing  the  earliest  practicable  information. 
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In  the  absence  of  perfectly  conclusive  and  definite  information  every 
thing  tends  to  confirm  the  impression  that  the  enemy  are  preparing  to 
strike  determined  blows  south  of  the  James  River.  I  feel  grave  appre 
hensions  for  the  safety  of  Wilmington.  Besides  the  artillery  garrisons 
of  the  forts  and  batteries  there  are  only  four  regiments  of  infantry  at 
that  point.  Evans'  brigade  is  at  Kinston,  with  a  superior  force  of  the 
enemy  at  New  Berne,  threatening  Goldsborough.  At  Weldon  there  are 
only  about  two  cavalry  regiments,  under  General  Eobertson,  being  in 
structed.  The  enemy  are  pressing  upon  the  Blackwater  to  such  an 
extent  that  General  French  has  ordered  down  to  that  line  four  regi 
ments  of  infantry,  in  addition  to  the  two  of  cavalry,  and  sent  all  his 
available  artillery,  including  the  two  30-pounder  Parrott  guns  with 
Dabney's  company,  from  here.  This  leaves  two  regiments  in  Peters 
burg  besides  one  regiment  local  guard  in  the  town.  In  accordance  with 
your  letter  the  Fifty-ninth  Georgia  and  the  battery  were  withdrawn 
from  the  South  Anna  Eailroad  Bridges  after  the  20th  instant.  I  would 
be  glad  to  have  the  four  Mississippi  companies  of  infantry  ordered  to 
rejoin  their  regiment  here,  and  would  suggest  that  Colonel  Ball's  cav 
alry,  and  the  battery  attached,  be  relieved  at  Fredericksburg  and  placed 
on  the  line  between  the  mouth  of  the  Pamunkey  and  your  right.  There 
is  a  great  deal  of  contraband  trade  and  unauthorized  communication 
across  that  line  to  the  enemy.  I  hope  you  will  soon  be  enabled  to  send 
me  the  Sixty-first  Virginia  and  the  Thirteenth  Virginia  Cavalry  for  serv 
ice  on  the  south  side  of  James  Eiver.  We  are  extremely  weak  in  num 
bers  at  all  points  from  Eichmond  to  Wilmington  inclusive.  To  be  pre 
pared,  detachments  should  be  made  from  your  army  as  soon  as  it  is  at 
all  safe  to  do  so.  I  have  directed  some  of  General  Whiting's  letters  to 
be  forwarded  for  your  information.  Please  do  not  forget  to  send  me 
the  Norfolk  Light  Artillery  Blues  as  soon  as  you  can  spare  them.  Gen 
erals  Whiting  and  French  are  both  calling  ior  artillery  and  both  need 
it.  We  have  about  3,300  of  the  4,500  negroes  called  for  working  on  the 
obstructions,  fortifications,  and  roads.  I  have  requested  a  call  to  be 
made  for  5,000  more  negroes.  I  rode  over  the  country  and  lines  between 
here  and  Petersburg  on  Monday,  spent  Tuesday  around  Petersburg  with 
General  French  and  returned  last  night.  The  works  at  Petersburg  are 
necessarily  progressing  slowly,  nearly  all  the  troops  being  absent.  I 
have  directed  a  force  of  negroes  to  be  sent  there  as  soon  as  they  are  re 
ceived.  Upon  your  refusal  to  part  with  General  Early,  Maj.  Gen.  Sam. 
Jones,  who  was  to  have  been  assigned  to  the  local  command  here,  was 
ordered  to  Northwestern  Virginia,  and  I  am  still  necessarily  confined 
closely  to  this  place.  I  am  very  anxious  to  visit  North  Carolina,  but  up 
to  this  time  have  not  been  able  to  do  so. 
Eespectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major- General. 

HEADQUARTERS. 

Wilmington,  N.  0.,  November  28,  1862. 
CITIZENS  OF  WILMINGTON: 

I  request  all  those  citizens  of  Wilmington  who  are  willing  to  take  arms 
in  defense  of  their  homes  (and  I  well  know  there  are  many  such)  to  or 
ganize  themselves  into  a  body,  with  such  weapons  as  they  may  have 
and  with  those  I  can  supply,  and  I  suggest  that  they  select  a  leader  and 
such  officers  as  their  numbers  will  require.  I  address  this  request  to 
many  gallant  gentlemen  who,  from  age  and  according  to  law  in  the  ex- 
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ercise  of  many  duties,  are  not  otherwise  called  on  to  bear  arms  in  this 
war.  I  and  my  staff  will  be  glad  to  afford  them  instruction  at  such 
times  and  places  as  may  be  most  convenient.  They  will  be  called  on 
when  the  enemy  is  at  our  doors.  I  am  confident,  from  my  long  and  in 
timate  association  with  the  men  of  Wilmington  and  vicinity,  that  they 
are  not  only  willing  but  eager  to  fight  the  invader,  and  am  sure  they  will 
do  their  utmost  to  the  last. 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Richmond,  Va.,  November  29,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH, 

Comdg.  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Petersburg,  Va.  : 
GENERAL  :  For  your  information  I  herewith  forward  you  copy  of  a> 
letter  just  received  from  Brigadier-General  Whiting,  dated  Wilmington, 
November  18.  I  request  that  General  Evans  be  ordered  to  support 
General  Whiting  at  Wilmington  with  his  whole  force  if  necessary  when 
ever  called  upon  by  General'Whiting,  provided  the  support  can  be  given 
without  endangering  too  much  the  points  guarded  by  General  Evans. 
You  will  please  send  to  General  Whiting  a  copy  of  your  instructions  to 
General  Evans.  I  will  write  to  General  Whiting  instructing  him  to 
give  to  General  Evans  all  the  support  within  his  power  consistent  with 
his  defense  of  Wilmington  in  case  General  Evans  should  be  pressed  by 
the  enemy.  I  fear,  however,  that  until  General  Whiting  shall  be  re-en 
forced  he  will  not  be  able  to  render  much  assistance  to  General  Evans 
now  that  the  fever  has  abated  in  Wilmington.  The  object  of  this  is 
that  in  case  of  an  attack  by  the  enemy  upon  either  command  there  will 
be  perfect  co-operation  between  the  commanders. 
Yery  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major- General. 


Abstract  from  Eeturri*  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  S. 
Cr.  French,  for  November,  1862. 


Commands. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Horses  serviceable. 

Horses  unservice 
able. 

Artillery. 

t  i 

W       PM 

1 

Petersburg,  Va.  : 

189 
26 

3 

10 

81 
4 
4 

3.4G5 
466 

107 
222 

1,327 
69 
73 

4,417 
684 

122 
300 

1,744 
82 
85 

5,256 
814 

125 
351 

2,  321 

84 
96 

Col.  J.  K.  Connally,  Fifty-fifth  Regiment 
North  Carolina  Troops. 
Capt.  J.  F.  Milligan,  Signal  Corps  
Fort  Clifton,  Capt.  F.  M.  Wright,  infantry  and 
artillery. 
Garysburg,  N.  C.,  Brig.  Gen.  [B.  H.]  Robert 
son,  cavalry  brigade. 
Prince  George  Cburt-House,    Capt.  D.  Bell, 
cavalry. 
Port  Walthall,  Captain  Sturdivant,  artillery.. 

Grand  total 

34 

2 

6        6 

91 

58 

4 

317 

5,  729 

7,434 

9,047 

183 

2 

6       10 

*  No  reports  from  District  of  North  Carolina,  District  of  the  Cape  Fear.  Franklin,  Va.,  and  Kins- 
ton,  N.  C. 
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NAVAL  COMMANDANT'S  OFFICE, 
Wilmington,  N.  C.,  December  2,  1862. 

To  tbe  SECRETARY  OF  WAR, 

Richmond,  Va. : 

SIR  :  Adjutant-General  Cooper  sometime  since  informed  me  that  men 
in  the  ranks  of  the  army  who  were  mariners  by  profession  would  by 
your  predecessor  be  detailed,  on  application,  for  the  naval  service,  pro 
vided  they  were  not  in  the  face  of  the  enemy. 

As  commander  of  the  naval  defenses  of  North  Carolina  I  submitted 
last  month  to  General  French,  at  Petersburg,  and  to  Governor  Vance, 
at  Raleigh,  apian  for  defending  the  inland  water-courses  of  North  Car 
olina  against  marauding  expeditions  of  the  enemy  by  means  of  movable 
batteries  of  heavier  caliber  than  howitzers.  Both  promised  co-operation, 
but  without  the  sanction  and  interposition  of  the  authority  of  your  De 
partment  there  is  no  hope  of  success. 

My  purpose  is  to  raise  men  accustomed  to  the  water — for  at  times  it 
may  be  necessary  to  take  to  the  water — divided  into  three  companies, 
with  two  light  32-pounders  each,  to  be  posted,  respectively,  at  interme 
diate  points  between  the  Chowan  and  the  Roanoke,  the  Roanoke  and 
the  Tar,  and  the  Tar  and  the  Pamlico  Rivers — the  inland  position  to 
be  as  near  as  possible  and  equidistant  to  the  two  streams  between 
which  it  lies ;  the  roads  to  be  kept  in  good  condition  both  to  the  rivers 
and  for  some  distance  down  their  banks,  and  lines  of  signals,  consist 
ing  of  red,  white,  and  black  canvas  balls,  to  be  established  by  isolation 
of  trees  denuded  of  their  branches,  from  central  positions  to  remotest 
look-out  points.  By  this  means,  upon  first  intelligence  of  the  enemy 
ascending  one  of  the  rivers,  two  of  the  batteries,  one  on  each  side,  could 
be  transported  to  that  river's  bank  to  defend  it.  These  movable  bat 
teries,  unlike  fixed  ones,  will  not  require  protecting  forces;  and  in  the 
event  of  a  flank  movement  by  the  enemy  it  is  proposed  to  have  roads 
from  central  positions  to  the  railroads  for  transportation  of  batteries ; 
and  as  the  soil  of  North  Carolina  between  the  delta  and  the  mountains 
is  sandy  it  by  consequence  becomes  more  indurated  than  softened  by 
the  winter  rains.  There  are  many  men  now  in  the  camps  who  from 
their  former  pursuits  are  admirably  fitted  for  such  an  undertaking, 
and  I  respectfully  ask  your  permission  to  procure  their  names  and,  they 
consenting,  your  authority  for  their  transfer  to  the  rolls  of  the  Navy. 
It  would  be  mere  platitude  to  speak  of  both  professions  being  embarked 
in  one  common  cause,  &c.  Your  intelligence  will  decide  what  is  prac 
ticable,  and  its  decision  will  be  enforced  by  patriotism. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  LYNCH, 
Flag- Officer,  C.  #.  Navy. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  N.  C.,  December  2,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Richmond,  Va. : 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL  :  I  fully  appreciate  your  situation,  and  have  for 
some  time  realized  that  until  it  was  decided  one  way  or  another  between 
Generals  Lee  and  Buruside  we  could  hardly  hope  for  increase  of  force 
here  now  needed.  My  chief  aim  and  hope,  after  attempting  to  demon 
strate  the  necessity  of  the  case  and  amount  of  troops  required  to  give 
promise  of  a  successful  resistance  in  this  position,  has  been  to  show  also 


790  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  S.  E.  VIRGINIA.  [CHAP.  XXX. 

that  after  attack  it  will  be  too  late  to  re- enforce.  I  have  also  been 
somewhat  restive  under  the  delays  which  have  been  made  in  complying 
with  your  orders  and  with  the  change  in  designated  regiments  made  by 
your  juniors  in  rank,  apparently  without  your  sanction.  General  French 
writes  me  a  note  explaining  the  delay,  but  not  the  change  in  the  regi 
ments.  I  needed,  also,  very  much  more  field  artillery,  and  that  was 
an  arm  which  I  presumed,  from  my  knowledge  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  supplying.  I  have  received, 
both*  from  Richmond  and  General  Beauregaid,  telegrams  relative  to  the 
starting  of  the  enemy's  fleet.  They  do  not  so  far  seem  to  be  intended 
for  me;  most  probably,  in  my  opinion,  for  Mobile.  They  have  had 
ample  time  to  reach  Charleston  or  this  place.  I  think  that  we  can  make 
a  pretty  fair  fight  against  a  naval  attack,  but  as  I  have  frequently  ex 
plained,  my  force  is  utterly  inadequate  on  land.  The  report  shows  quite 
a  large  aggregate  of  heavy  artillery,  but  that  cannot  be  included  at  all 
in  the  estimate  for  the  land  defense,  nor  indeed  can  the  heavy  artillery 
defend  itself  against  laud  attack.  I  wish  you  could  come  and  see  me- 
In  two  hours'  observation  you  would  learn  more  of  the  situation  than 
from  a  dozen  of  my  letters,  though  I  do  not  think  you  would  differ  ma 
terially  from  me. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  FORCES  ON  THE  BLACKWATER, 

December  4,  1862. 
General  BEAUREGARD: 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL  :  My  position  in  command  of  the  forces  at  this 
advancedpost  places  me  in  frequent  and  full  communication  with  friends 
within  the  enemy's  lines.  They  afford  me  information  which  I  generally 
find  correct.  From  a  letter,  dated  yesterday,  written  by  my  most  reliable 
correspondent  in  Suffolk,  I  think  proper  to  furnish  you  the  following 
extract : 

I  would  further  state  that  I  also  learn  a  simultaneous  attack  will  be  made  on  Fred- 
ericksburg,  Weldon,  and  Charleston.  They  will  attack  Charleston,  they  say,  with 
200  vessels,  and  that  very  soon. 

This  you  will  take  for  what  it  is  worth.  In  the  ]S"ew  York  Times  of 
the  28th,  in  the  local  column,  is  a  paragraph  to  the  effect  that  Banks7 
expedition  of  300  vessels  is  about  to  start,  with  the  design  of  inflicting 
a  destructive  blow  on  the  heart  of  the  rebellion.  Perhaps  it  means 
Charleston.  In  abundance  of  precaution  I  have  thought  proper  to 
possess  you  of  these  rumors. 

Confident  in  your  ability  to  repel  any  assault,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
truly,  your  friend. 

ROGER  A.  PRYOR. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  December  6,  1862. 
Governor  VANCE,  Raleigh,  N.  C.  : 

SIR  :  I  send  you  herewith  a  copy  of  letters  addressed  to  the  War  De 
partment  since  my  assignment  to  the  defense  of  the  Cape  Fear,  touch 
ing  the  importance  of  the  matter  in  hand  and  the  men  and  means  re- 
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quired.  I  believe  the  Department  to  be  fully  impressed  with  the  urgency 
of  the  case  and  aware  of  its  necessities ;  but  pressed  so  heavily  at  so 
many  points  it  has  so  far  been  unable  to  supply  here  but  a  very  small 
part  of  the  number  of  troops  I  consider  indispensable  to  a  successful 
defense  of  Wilmington.  In  the  meantime  I  am  endeavoring  to  make 
the  best  use  I  can  of  the  means  at  my  disposal.  In  view  of  my  small 
force  and  the  undoubted  intention  of  the  enemy  to  attack  this  place  at 
no  distant  day,  I  recommend  Your  Excellency  to  take  speedy  and  strong 
measures  to  secure  to  your  people  the  large  supply  of  salt  now  on  hand 
in  the  city.  It  should  at  once  be  placed,  at  the  expense  of  the  owners, 
out  of  the  chance  of  capture  by  the  four  routes — Wilmington  and  Man 
chester  Eailroad,  Charlotte  and  Rutherford  Kailroad,  Cape  Fear  River, 
and  Wilmington  and  Weldon  Railroad.  Should  the  place  fall  (and  I 
cannot  say  it  will  not,  unless  I  am  heavily  and  speedily  re-enforced)  the 
salt-works  must  be  lost.  I  should  do  all  in  my  power  to  aid  in  securing 
it.  The  accompanying  letter  will  explain  to  you  the  difficulty  of  this 
position. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  December  7, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  : 
Look  out  for  Weldon,  if  they  are  not  going  to  James  River. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 

HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  December  8,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  understand  that  your  first  order  directing  four  regiments 
to  be  sent  here  to  me  assigned  the  two  which  had  been  taken  from  here 
by  General  French,  viz,  [Paul  F.]  Faison's  and  Radcliffe's.  Neither  of 
the  latter  have  arrived.  It  is  reported  that  Colonel  Jordan's  regiment, 
which  has  come,  was  substituted  for  Colonel  Faison's  by  General  French, 
on  the  ground  that  Colonel  Faison's  was  too  good  a  regiment  for  him  to 
spare  and  he  preferred  sending  an  indifferent  one ;  but  as  I  have  but 
very  few  troops  with  which  to  perform  or  attempt  a  great  work  I  much 
prefer  they  should  be  as  good  as  can  be  had.  I  therefore  respectfully 
request  that  you  will  cause  General  French  to  carry  out  the  original 
order.  General  Clingman  is  my  authority  for  the  circumstance  of  the 
substitution.  So  far  three  regiments  have  arrived  here — Cantwell's, 
Shaw's,  and  Jordan's.  Should  it  be  in  your  power  to  forward  at  any 
time  additional  troops,  and  I  cannot  have  any  of  my  old  Mississippi 
regiments,  I  should  like  to  have  Colonel  Leventhorpe's  North  Carolina 
regiment  sent  here. 

I  have  not  so  far  been  able  to  ascertain  the  destination  of  the  fleet 
reported  to  have  left  New  Berne.  It  has  not  to  our  knowledge  passed 
to  the  southward. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier-  Genera  I,  Commanding. 
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[Indorsement.  1 

RICHMOND,  VA.,  December  11,  1862. 
Respectfully  referred  to  General  French. 

I  am  disappointed  and  surprised  to  learn  that  only  three  regiments 
had  arrived  at  Wilmington  on  the  8th  instant.  I  would  be  pleased  to 
have  all  the  facts  stated  in  reference  to  the  change  of  regiments  and  the 
cause  of  delay  or  non-arrival  of  the  fourth  regiment. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-  General. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  December  9,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH  : 

GENERAL  :  The  inclosed  letter  of  Governor  Vance,  of  North  Carolina, 
and  the  reply*  of  this  Department  upon  the  subject  of  the  destruction  of 
certain  staple  productions  of  that  State  in  the  contingency  of  the  dan 
ger  of  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  will  inform  you  of  the 
views  of  the  Department  as  to  your  own  conduct  in  that  contingency. 
Much  property  has  been  sacrificed  improperly  in  the  Southwest  under 
the  act  of  Congress  of  March  17,  1862,  to  regulate  the  destruction  of 
property  under  military  necessity,  and  anxiety  is  naturally  felt  whenever 
there  is  any  prospect  of  an  exercise  of  the  powers  intrusted  to  the  mili 
tary  authorities.  While  the  Department  is  persuaded  of  the  propriety  of 
destroying  property  rather  than  it  should  be  captured  to  aid  the  enemy 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  it  is  solicitous  that  the  destruction  should 
not  take  place  unless  there  is  imminent  danger  that  such  a  contingency 
will  happen.  You  will  instruct  the  generals  and  other  officers  of  your 
department  conformably  to  the  views  herein  expressed. 

With  consideration  and  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
Bv  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

[Inclosure.  ] 

STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  EXECUTIVE  DEPT., 

Raleigh,  JV.  £.,  December  6,  1862. 

Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON,  Secretary  of  War  : 

DEAR  SIR  :  The  State  of  North  Carolina  is  purchasing  some  15,000 
or  20,000  bales  of  cotton  and  storing  in  the  interior  for  purpose  of  ob 
taining  credit  abroad,  &c.  The  order  to  burn  all  not  removed  west  of 
the  Weldon  and  Wilmington  Railroad  by  the  16th  instant  will  embrace 
a  large  lot  bought  by  the  State.  Can  you  not  order  General  French  to 
respect  all  such  where  the  holder  exhibits  a  contract  of  sale  to  the 
State?  If  so,  I  will  make  arrangements  to  destroy  it  myself  on  the 
approach  of  the  enemy.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  execu 
tion  of  that  order  will  have  a  very  unhappy  effect  on  that  portion  of 
the  country,  not  only  producing  great  dissatisfaction  but  even  distress 
in  many  instances,  where  people  have  lost  negroes  and  stock  and  have 
nothing  left  but  their  cotton  to  live  upon.  I  respectfully  recommend 
that  the  order  be  generally  delayed. 

Verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


*  Not  found. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg,  Va.,  December  9,  18G2. 
General  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH, 

Commanding  Army,  &c.,  Richmond,  Va.: 

DEAR  SIR  :  I  sent  you  a  copy  of  iny  letter  to  General  J.  G.  Foster, 
U.  S.  Army;  inclosed  you  have  his  reply.*  You  will  perceive  he  con 
veniently  disavows  that  the  acts  were  done  with  his  knowledge  and 
consent.  I  cannot  well  go  behind  that,  and  unless  instructed  other 
wise  by  Saturday  next  shall  reply  without  further  reference. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

S.  G.  FRENCH, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

r.  S.— I  have  not  yet  received  the  affidavits  sent  you  of  the  outrage 
in  Craven  County  on  Avomen.  Send  it  as  soon  as  possible.  I  forwarded 
them  to  you. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  i    ADJT.  AND  INSPECTOR  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 
No.  288.  J  Richmond,  Va.,  December  9,  1862. 

*•**#### 

XVII.  By  direction  of  the  President  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  ha 
beas  corpus  is  hereby  suspended  at  Salisbury,  N".  G.,  and  for  10  miles 
around  said  place. 


By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 


JNO.  WITHEES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Abstract  from  Field  Return  of  troops  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith,  December 
10, 1862  (headquarters  Richmond,  Va.}. 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

and  absent. 

Officers. 

I 

Maj  Gen   SG  French  Department  North  Carolina  

716 
174 
85 
136 
192 
136 
97 
23 
17 
8 

~5S4~ 

11,  254 
2,804 
1,486 
1,628 
3,080 
2,341 
1,481 
279 
245 
119 

24,  717 

14,  103 
3,911 
2,017 
2,229 
4,128 
2,944 
1,955 
415 
377 
218 

32,  297 

19,  141 
4,826 
2,680 
2,962 
5,253 
3,943 
2,457 
488 
391 
259 

42,  400 

Bri^  Gon  W  H  C  Whitin°r  District  of  the  Cape  Fear 

Bri^  Gen  John  H.  Winder^Departmeut  of  Henrico.  

Brig.  Gen.  .1.  Daniel,  brigade  
Bri".  Gen  J.  K.  Davis,  brigade  

Col   [T  S  1  Bliett  Richmond  defenses 

Col  T  J  Page  Chaffin's  Bluff 

Cant  S  S  Lee'c  S  Navv  Drewry's  Bluff 

Col.  W.  P.  Shiu^ler  cavalry  Holcombe  JJegion.  

Grand  total  

*  See  French  to  Foster,  November  27,  and  Foster's  reply,  December  4,  pp.  460,  470,  471. 
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HE  AD  QUARTER  S , 

Wilmington,  N.  0.,  December  12,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH,  Richmond,  Va.  ; 

The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  from  Col.  James  Rad- 
cliffe: 

The  enemy  in  large  force  is  within  2  miles  of  Trenton,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Trent 
River;  reported  advancing,  direction  either  Kinston  or  Magnolia.  The  fleet  is  re 
ported  to  have  left  New  Berne  to  attack  Wilmington. 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS, 

Richmond,  Va.,  December  12,  1862. 

GENERAL  :  Major-General  Elzey  having  reported  to  me  for  duty  is  as 
signed  to  the  command  of  the  Eichmond  defenses  and  that  portion  of 
my  command  lying  north  of  James  River.  Drewry's  Bluff  and  the  works 
around  Manchester  being  a  part  of  the  Richmond  defenses  proper  will 
be  under  the  command  of  General  Elzey.  It  is  difficult  to  prescribe 
exact  geographical  boundaries  between  the  commands  of  Generals  Elzey, 
French,  and  Whiting,  but  even  were  these  lines  definitely  drawn  they 
would  necessarily  be  disregarded  in  emergency,  and,  in  case  of  active 
operations  against  the  enemy,  department  or  district  lines  would  be  set 
aside  and  a  combined  effort  made  to  beat  the  foe.  I  desire  to  impress 
upon  you  the  importance  of  co-operation  and  a  thorough  understanding 
of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  respective  commands.  Information  con 
cerning  the  movements  of  the  enemy  should  be  promptly  sent  to  the 
nearest  commander  at  the  same  time  that  it  is  communicated  to  this 
office.  It  is  my  desire  that  you  should  exercise  within  your  respective 
commands  all  the  authority  which  the  regulations,  usage,  and  orders 
confer  upon  geographical  military  commanders  in  war  in  the  presence 
of  the  enemy.  I  shall  endeavor  to  give  you  all  the  assistance  and  sup 
port  within  my  power  and  will  be  with  you  in  person  whenever  practi 
cable.  The  duties  of  Brigadier-General  Winder  being  of  a  peculiar 
character,  and  more  or  less  connected  directly  with  the  War  Depart 
ment,  he  will  continue  to  make  his  report  to  this  office  and  to  the  Sec 
retary  of  War  or  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  of  the  army  as  here 
tofore  5  but  as  regards  the  military  operations  proper,  and  the  defenses 
of  the  city,  all  will,  when  called  upon,  be  under  the  direction  of  the 
senior  officer  present. 

Respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

G.  Wr.  SMITH, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS, 

No.  15.  /  Richmond,  Va.,  December  12,  1862. 

I.  Maj.  Gen.  Arnold  Elzey  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Rich 
mond  defenses,  and  of  such  other  portions  of  this  command  as  are  not 
included  in  the  Cape  Fear  District  and  the  Department  of  North  Caro 
lina.     He  will  establish  his  headquarters  in  the  city  of  Richmond. 

II.  Capt.  John  W.  Riely,  assistant  adjutant-general,  is  temporarily 
assigned  to  duty  with  Major-General  Elzey. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith : 

SAML.  W.  MELTON, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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BRIGADE  HEADQUARTERS, 
Chaffirfs  Farm,  Va.,  December  13,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH, 

Commanding,  &c.: 

GENERAL:  I  report  to  you  the  condition  of  things  in  the  Chicka- 
hominy  and  York  Peninsulas,  below  this  post:  [W.  P.]  Shingler's  and 
[L.  J.]  Hawley's  cavalry  were  not  sufficient  for  pickets  or  for  posts. 
They  had  been  badly  disciplined.  The  pickets  were  negligent  and  were 
cut  off,  and  the  posts  not  sufficiently  guarded  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
making  very  dangerous  dashes.  I  have  deemed  it  proper  and  necessary 
to  send  Lieutenant-Colonel  Councill,  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Virginia  Eegi- 
meut,  in  command  of  about  100  effective  infantry  and  the  re-enforce 
ments  of  Major  Robertson's  cavalry.  He  has  taken  post  at  Sherman's, 
on  the  Diascund  road,  2  miles  below  Forge  Bridge,  Yesterday  evening 
he  sent  to  me  the  accompanying  field  return,  which  shows: 

• 

SHINGLER'S    COMMAND  [HOLCOMBE  LEGION]. 

Commissioned  officers  .....................................................       9 

Non-commissioned  officers  .................................................     20 

Privates  ..................................................................  148 

Aggregate  ......................................  .....................  177 

Sick  ......................................................................     26 

[Effective  total]  ....................................................  151 

Extraduty  ................................................................     29 


Fit  for  field  duty 


ROBERTSON'S  COMMAND. 

Officers  ......................................................  .............       6 

Non-commissioned  officers  .................................................       9 

Privates  ..................................................................   100 

Aggregate  ..............................  .  ............................  115 

Sick  ......................................................................       1 

[Effective  total]  ....................................................  114 

Extra  duty  ...............................................................       8 

Fit  for  field  duty  ..........................................................  106 

HAWLEY'S  COMMAND. 

Officers  ...................................................  ................       4 

Non-commissioned  officers  .................................................       8 

Privates  ..................................................................     42 

Aggregate  ..........................................................     54 

Sick  ......................................................................       7 

[Effective  total]  ....................................................     47 

Extra  duty  ...............................................................       3 

Fit  for  duty  ...............................................................     44 

Total  cavalry  fit  for  duty  ................................................  272 
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INFANTRY  PRESENT. 

Officers 10 

Non-commissioned  officers 15 

Privates 93 

Aggregate 118 

,Sick 6 

[Effective  total] 112 

Extra  duty 1 

F i  t  f or  d  u t y Ill 

Add  total  effective  force  of  cavalry 272 

Total  effective  force,  infantry  and  cavalry 383 

The  accompanying  report  from  Colonel  Councill  and  my  reply  will 
give  details  of  duties  reported  itpon  and  in  Land.  You  will  see  that  I 
have  informed  him  how  to  get  forage.  The  suggestion  to  take  the  corn 
in  shucks  might  be  well  to  observe.  It  saves  labor,  saves  corn  from 
shelling,  and  gets  long  forage  as  well  as  short  in  the  most  compact 
form  for  transportation. 

Deserters  in  New  Kent  were  not  found ;  they  were  straggling  con 
scripts  ;  I  have  ordered  their  arrest.  I  ask  that  printed  forms  for  com 
pany  morning  reports  may  be  sent.  My  quartermaster  cannot  get  any. 
I  send  you  a  report  from  Lieutenant  Harman,  who  is  my  scout  in  Isle 
of  Wight.  From  his  messages  I  infer  that  the  enemy  are  massing  their 
forces,  via  Norfolk,  in  and  below  Suffolk.  I  have  as  yet  received  no  dis 
patches  or  messages  from  the  scouts  sent  to  Matthews  and  Gloucester. 
Have  any  been  received  at  department  headquarters  from  them  1  My 
men  have  nearly  completed  their  winter  quarters  and  the  outer  line  of 
our  field  breastworks.  The  camp  hospital  is  progressing,  but  this  build 
ing  and  all  others  have  been  delayed  by  want  of  lumber.  We  are  now 
cutting  and  hauling  our  own  lumber  from  Cox's  woods  and  Aiken's  Mill. 
As  soon  as  sufficient  is  obtained  a  part  of  the  hospital  buildings  can  be 
completed  and  the  storehouse  for  provisions  can  be  commenced.  The 
latter  can  soon  be  put  up.  Thus  I  have  endeavored  to  picket  and  guard 
our  outposts,  to  provide  for  them,  to  construct  the  necessary  winter 
hospital  and  other  buildings,  and  to  complete  our  intrenchments.  In 
another  week  the  whole  will  be  well  on  the  way  to  completion.  I  there 
fore  make  a  timely  application  for  leave  of  absence  for  nine  days  from 
Wednesday,  December  24  instant,  in  order  that  I  may  meet  my  family 
the  second  time  since  April  last,  and  attend  to  some  necessary  and  im 
portant  private  business.  The  first  leave,  you  will  remember,  was  cut 
off  by  a  sudden  recall  to  duty.  I  make  this  application  now  because 
danger  is  seemingly  somewhat  distant  and  I  might  perhaps  be  better 
spared  sooner  than  at  the  time  I  ask  for.  My  family  is  still  at  Dover 
Mills,  only  20  miles  above  Richmond,  and  a  courier  can  bring  me  back 
to  my  post  at  any  time  in  eight  hours  from  the  moment  he  leaves  your 
headquarters,  and  I  will  hurry  back  at  the  first  notice,  day  or  night ; 
but,  as  before,  I  beg  you  will  not  grant  this  request  if  you  doubt  the 
propriety  of  doing  so. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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[Inclosures.] 

HDQRS.  FORCES  OPERATING  ON  THE  PENINSULA, 

Sherman's  Farm,  Fa.,  December  12,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  HENRY  A.  WISE: 

GENERAL:  Your  dispatch*  of  December  10,  forwarded  from  Chaffin's 
at  5  o'clock,  reached  me  at  1.30  a.  m.,  December  11.  Yesterday  morn 
ing  1  ordered  a  commissioned  officer  to  visit  the  courier  stations  as  far 
as  Crenshaw's,  and  directed  him  to  notify  the  couriers  as  far  as  that 
place  that  I  required  of  them  to  travel  with  dispatches  at  the  rate  of 
8  miles  an  hour ;  that  in  case  of  failure  to  do  so  1  would  have  the  delin 
quents  punished,  if  it  could  be  ascertained  who  they  were.  Informa 
tion  reached  me  yesterday,  through  an  officer  who  had  been  down  to 
our  pickets,  that  the  negroes  below  reported  that  the  enemy  would  come 
up  again  yesterday,  and  would  afford  an  opportunity  to  all  negroes 
who  wished  to  avail  themselves  of  the  chance  to  return  with  them. 
Coming,  as  the  information  did.  from  negroes,  I  scarcely  credited  it,  but 
it  is  a  notable  fact,  I  am  informed,  that  heretofore  when  the  negroes  have 
announced  their  coming  they  have  actually  come.  I  at  once  ordered 
the  cavalry  and  infantry  to  move,  directing  the  latter  to  occupy  a  posi 
tion  at  Sherman's  Mill,  and  accompanied  the  cavalry  myself  on  to  the 
Diascund,  crossed  the  Diascund,  and  proceeded  as  far  as  our  pickets  at 
James'  gate,  and  returned  by  the  way  of  Barhamsville.  My  object  was 
to  be  near  at  hand  in  the  event  our  pickets  needed  any  support,  and  if 
nothing  else  was  effected  our  visit  could  at  least  give  them  confidence. 
I  could  hear  nothing  from  the  enemy.  From  what  I  can  learn  there  is 
no  doubt  that  they  have  heard  that  this  post  has  been  re-enforced,  and  I 
am  inclined  to  think  they  will  not  come  up  again  shortly.  After  mature 
reflection,  I  have  abandoned  for  the  present  the  plan  I  submitted  in  my 
last  dispatch  of  ambuscading  the  enemy  at  James'  gate.  In  the  first 
place  there  is  no  certainty  as  to  their  coming  at  any  particular  time,  and 
we  might,  even  if  they  came  up  at  all,  be  compelled  to  lie  there  for  sev 
eral  days  and  then  not  have  a  sight  of  them.  Secondly,  as  I  stated  in 
my  communication  to  you,  1  think  it  is  not  prudent  to  operate  so  far 
down  with  a  mere  detachment  of  infantry  and  in  a  country  entirely 
unknown  to  them.  The  detachment  of  cavalry  that  you  ordered  to  be 
sent  to  the  upper  portion  of  New  Kent  returned  last  night.  Mr.  Hop 
kins  knew  nothing  of  any  deserters  in  that  section,  and  informed  the 
officer  m  charge  that  the  information  which  he  had  imparted  to  the  de 
partment  was  with  reference  to  conscripts  and  not  deserters.  There  are 
no  doubt  many  of  them  in  that  locality.  My  forage-master  succeeded 
in  procuring  forage  at  Mr.  Selden's,  on  James  River,  and  I  think  more 
can  be  had  there.  I  think  the  distance  from  Hopewell  to  Crenshaw's 
too  far  for  a  courier  to  ride,  and  would  recommend  that  a  post  be  estab 
lished  at  Gill  &  Ladd's  shop.  Is  it  your  wish  that  Major  Robertson, 
as  the  ranking  officer  of  cavalry  at  this  post,  shall  exercise  a  command 
over  the  whole  cavalry  force,  or  must  his  command  be  confined  to  his 
own  cavalry? 

We  need  forms  for  company  morning  reports.  Forward  me  a  supply 
if  you  can  conveniently.  This  cavalry  force  does  not  seem  to  have 
been  much  accustomed  to  returns  of  any  kind.  I  herewith  forward  a 
tri-monthly  return  of  the  command.  It  is  the  best  that  I  can  do  with 
them  for  the  present. 

My  last  dispatch  was  hurriedly  written,  and  1  regret  that  I  should 

*  Not  found. 
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have  sent  it  without  my  signature.  The  fact  is  there  is  considerable 
annoyance  and  difficulty  to  encounter  with  this  command,  and  I 
scarcely  have  a  moment's  leisure  from  morning  until  night. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  CALVIJST  COUNCILL, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 

BRIGADE  HEADQUARTERS, 
Chaffin's  Farm,  Fa.,  December  12,  1862. 

Lieut.  Col.  [J.  C.]  COUNCILL, 

Commanding,  &c.: 

COLONEL:  Your  movement  to  meet  the  enemy  is  approved.  I  have 
no  doubt  the  negroes  ere  in  constant  and  regular  communication  with 
the  enemy,  and  it  may  be  that  the  latter,  whenever  they  desire  to  dis 
appoint  your  movements  or  to  make  their  own  unmolested  will  cause 
the  former  to  give  it  out  that  they  are  coming  upon  a  given  day.  I  sug 
gest  that  you  might  possibly  deceive  the  deceivers  sometimes  by  going, 
seeming  to  return  to  your  camp,  and  going  back  to  your  advance  posi 
tion  suddenly  and  secretly,  say  at  night.  I  would  never  advance  openly 
if  I  could  do  it  by  night  or  stealthily  at  any  time.  By  watchfulness  you 
can  catch  them  certainly.  Is  Sherman's  Mill  not  too  far  off  for  the  in 
fantry  to  aid  your  cavalry?  I  would  advance  them  to  Diascuud  Bridge 
at  least,  or  not  at  all,  whenever  I  expected  the  enemy  to  come  up.  It 
is  desirable  to  have  conscripts  arrested  and  made  to  serve  as  well  as 
deserters.  Have  everyone  you  can  reach  arrested  and  sent  to  Richmond. 

Lieut.  Col.  Randolph  Harrison,  of  the  Fourth,  informed  me  to-day 
that  his  father  has,  he  supposes,  500  barrels  of  corn,  which  is  being 
gathered  at  the  place  called  the  Row,  below  the  Charles  City  Court- 
House.  I  suggested  that  it  would  be  best  to  haul  the  corn  in  the  shucks 
to  your  camp  at  the  forge  or  Sherman's.  It  would  save  the  labor  of 
shucking  to  the  farm  and  would  give  you  both  long  and  short  forage, 
and  the  corn  would  be  cheaper  and  more  compact  to  haul  than  corn  and 
shucks  apart.  He  seemed  willing  to  sell  in  that  way,  and  promised  me 
to  write  to  you.  I  would  not  wait  to  hear  from  him,  but  would  send  at 
once  all  my  wagons  and  stop  the  shucking  of  the  corn.  Even  at-near 
the  same  price  you  would  save  all  wastage  by  shelling  in  hauling. 

Let  a  courier's  post  be  established  at  Gill  &  Ladd's  shop.  You  will  send 
a  trusty  trooper  or  two  there.  You  will  observe  that  Robertson's  cavalry, 
at  the  suggestion  of  General  Smith,  are  to  be  kept  separate  and  apart 
from  Shingler's.  This,  I  understood,  was  to  prevent  Major  Robertson 
from  taking  command  of  the  whole  cavalry.  Major  Robertson  is  to  be 
kept  as  a  kind  of  reserve.  I  am  sure  I  inserted  this  in  your  orders.  Let 
the  respective  corps  report  to  you  separately.  Whenever  they  are  called 
to  act  together  in  marches  or  service  the  ranking  officer  will  of  course 
then,  under  your  orders,  command. 

I  have  ordered  forms  of  company  morning  reports  to  be  forwarded  to 
you. 

Your  force  is  stronger  than  I  supposed,  and  with  a  good  supply  of 
forage  on  hand  I  shall  expect  you  to  advance  whenever  you  can  or  when 
ever  the  enemy  threatens.  I  recommend  you  by  all  means  to  reach 
down  as  far  as  you  safely  can  after  forage.  My  scouts'  last  reports 
from  far  down  James  River  are  that  there  is  no  appearance  as  yet  of 
any  gunboats  coming  up  the  river.  The  enemy  have  in  the  last  two  days 
crossed  the  Rappahannock  below  Fredericksburg. 
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Tbe  adjutant  informs  nie  that  just  at  this  moment  he  has  no  printed 
forms  of  company  morning  reports,  but  he  will  get  them  for  the  whole 
command  as  early  as  possible.    I  send  you  a  few  envelopes. 
Very  respectfully,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENEY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A, 

Richmond,  Va.,  December  13,  1862. 
General  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH,  Petersburg,  Va.  : 

General  Lee  telegraphs  that  the  enemy  attacked  this  morning  at  sev 
eral  points  5  that  there  was  fighting  all  day,  but  at  night  the  enemy 
were  repulsed  on  all  points  of  attack.  A  renewal  of  the  battle  expected 
by  him  to-morrow.  His  troops  behaved  (he  says)  admirably. 

J.  A.  SEDDOST, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[DECEMBER  13,  1862.— For  Seddon  to  Beauregard,  in  reference  to  re- 
enforcements  for  Wilmington,  "N.  C.,  and  resulting  correspondence,  see 
Series  I,  Vol.  XIV,  p.  711.] 


HDQRS.  FORCES  OPERATING  ON  THE  PENINSULA, 
Sherman's  Farm,  Va.,  Saturday  Night,  December  13,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  HENRY  A.  WISE  : 

GENERAL  :  One  of  our  scouts  who  went  below  about  five  days  ago 
returned  this  evening.  He  brings  no  intelligence  of  any  importance 
concerning  the  enemy.  He  was  within  5  miles  of  Williamsburg  and 
had  not  a  sight  of  any  Yankees.  He  met  with  a  lady  from  Williams- 
burg,  who  informed  him  that  the  Yankees  reported  to  Williamsburg 
that  a  fleet  was  in  readiness  to  ascend  the  James  with  a  view  of  attack 
ing  the  works  at  Drewry's.  He  thinks  from  what  he  could  gather  that 
the  post  of  Yorktown  was  more  of  a  school  for  instruction  than  anything 
else.  Mrs.  Vaiden  applied  to  me  to-day  for  a  permit  to  allow  her  to 
pass  our  picket  at  James'  gate  to  see  her  sick  daughter,  who  resides 
some  6  miles  below  the  picket.  I  inquired  who  would  accompany  her, 
and  was  informed  her  servant.  I  refused  to  grant  the  request  upon 
the  ground  that  I  had  positive  orders  from  you  to  allow  no  one  to  pass 
our  pickets  either  way,  up  or  down,  without  your  permission.  I  told  her 
she  must  await  your  decision.  Mrs.  Vaiden  is  the  mother  of  Major  Vai 
den,  of  this  county,  and  I  reckon  is  a  loyal  lady,  but  I  do  not  think  it 
prudent  to  allow  her  servant  to  accompany  her  even  if  you  grant  her 
request. 

If  we  move  our  camps  to  Diascund  Bridge,  as  I  proposed  this 
morning,  I  think,  upon  reflection,  it  would  be  better  to  change  the 
location  of  our  pickets  and  advance  them  nearer  to  the  enemy — say  a 
little  below  the  Burnt  Ordinary — and  let  our  inside  pickets  occupy  the 
ground  that  our  outside  ones  do  now.  We  have  heard  severe  cannon 
ading  nearly  the  whole  day ;  there  must  have  been  hard  fighting  at 
Fredericksburg.  Please  send  me  a  paper  with  particulars,  if  you  can 
do  so  conveniently. 

A  Dr.  Taylor,  who  had  been  one  of  our  scouts,  was  captured  by 
the  enemy,  with  his  horse  and  cart,  about  the  time  I  came  to  this 
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post.  He  is  not  in  the  service,  as  I  am  informed.  The  enemy  Las  re 
leased  him  and  he  has  returned,  I  learn,  with  his  horse  and  cart.  I 
want  to  understand  something  about  his  case.  Would  it  not  be  best 
to  send  for  him,  and  if  he  refuses  to  come  have  him  arrested  and 
brought  here!  I  bad  determined  at  one  time  to  send  for  him  without 
consulting  you,  but  have  concluded  it  would  be  advisable  to  confer  with 
you  in  reference  to  his  case.  He  may  have  taken  the  oath,  for  all  I 
know,  and  I  ought  to  see  him.  Coming  back  with  his  horse  and  cart 
looks  suspicious,  indeed. 

I  have  supplied  the  post  at  Gill  &  Ladd's  with  two  men  from  Bobert- 
son's  command  [Thirty-second  Battalion  Virginia  Cavalry] ;  they  come 
to  me  as  reliable  men.  I  was  positive  with  Robertson  in  my  direction 
not  to  send  any  but  trusty  men.  I  am  afraid  I  shall  not  be  enabled  to 
correct  the  dilatory  habits  of  this  line  of  couriers  without  personally  vis 
iting  each  post.  I  sent  an  officer  along  the  line  yesterday  to  Crenshaw's 
with  positive  directions  to  the  men  at  each  post.  His  visit  has  not  had 
the  effect  that  I  desired  ;  they  are  still  as  slow  as  ever.  It  is  not  im 
portant  that  this  shall  go  before  the  morning ;  I  may  have  something 
to  add  by  then. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  CALVIN  OOUNCILL, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 

Sunday  morning. — I  shall  send  for  Dr.  T.  without  waiting  to  hear  from 
you. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Richmond,  Va.,  December  13, 1862. 

Major-Geueral  ELZEY,  Commanding,  &c. : 

GENERAL  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  will  forth 
with  place  General  Davis'  brigade  in  position  south  of  the  James  River 
to  support  Generals  Daniel  or  Wise  or  to  take  the  cars  for  Petersburg 
as  circumstances  may  require.  Let  the  brigade  move  at  once.  The 
brigade  will  bring  rations  (of  which  they  have  six  days  on  hand),  and 
their  camp  equipage  should  follow  them  to  their  position  over  the  river. 
Their  rations  may  be  cooked  after  arriving  at  their  position. 
Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  W.  MELTOK, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


BRIGADE  HEADQUARTERS, 
Chaffing  Farm,  Va.,  December  14,  1862. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  C.  COUNCILL, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

COLONEL  :  Yours  of  last  night  reached  me  within  this  hour.  You  have 
done  right  to  examine  Dr.  Taylor.  Be  careful  how  you  trust  any  of  the 
timid  occupants  of  a  section  held  by  the  enemy.  Some  are  traitors ; 
some  love  their  property  better  than  public  liberty.  Do  not  trust  Dr. 
Taylor  any  more,  but  make  him  serve.  Be  particular  as  to  your  cou 
riers  ;  they  are  improving  at  this  end  of  the  line.  Major  Eobertson  must 
be  held  responsible  for  the  discipline  and  conduct  of  his  men.  Be  pos- 
tive,  firm,  and  unyielding  to  all  the  cavalry ;  they  all  need  the  strictest 
discipline.  1  will  endeavor  to  visit  your  whole  line  of  couriers,  posts, 
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and  pickets  during  the  next  week;  let  this  be  known.  If  I  cannot,  the 
expectation  of  it  may  do  good.  I  am  confident  the  enemy  are  now  weak 
on  the  Williamsburg  Peninsula.  As  soon  as  possible  arrange  your 
vedettes,  couriers,  and  pickets  as  you  proposed  in  your  last,  and  as  I 
approved,  and  advance  your  whole  force  as,  far  as  your  judgment  will 
approve.  Let  them  come  to  Drewry's ;  we  are  ready.  Do  not  allow 
Mrs.  Vaiden  or  servant — no  one — to  pass  your  lines  downward.  She  is 
a  daughter  of  Mrs.  Piggott,  an  arch  traitoress.  Move  your  camp  and 
advance  your  pickets  if  you  can  get  forage.  I  think  you  can.  News 
has  just  come  that  General  Lee  has  beaten  the  enemy  at  all  points  near 
Fredericksburg.  Now  is  your  time  to  make  a  rapid  demonstration.  Do 
it,  if  you  dare.  We  have  no  paper  of  particulars  as  to  Fredericksburg. 
Be  unceasing  in  moving. 
Yours,  truly, 

HENKY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


GOLDSBOROUGII,  N.  0.,  December  14,  18G2. 
General  FRENCH: 

After  severe  fighting  all  day  General  Evans  retired  this  evening  across 
the  river  and  destroyed  the  bridge.  The  enemy  are  now  shelling  Kins- 
ton,  and  General  Evans  will  make  another  stand  on  heights  overlooking 
the  town.  He  reports  their  strength  at  22,000.  Our  loss  severe;  enemy's 
very  great. 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  December  14,  1862. 
General  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH,  Weldon,  N.  C. : 

General  Lee  telegraphs,  in  reply  to  the  substance  of  your  letter,  as 
follows : 

I  think  it  best  to  draw  re-enforcements  you  propose,  and  all  available  from  North 
and  South  Carolina.  Keep  guards  to  batteries  on  James  River. 

By  the  re-enforcements  you  propose,  General  Lee  means  such  as  you 
propose  to  draw  from  here. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

PETERSBURG,  VA.,  December  14,1862. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON  : 

We  have  nothing  from  Kinston  since  my  note  sent  by  courier.  Gen 
eral  Whiting  reports  Banks'  fleet  at  Beaufort.  Is  there  any  news  from 
Fredericksburg  ?  I  expect  to  leave  at  8  o'clock  to-night,  and  would  like 
to  hear  from  there  before  I  start. 

G.  W:  SMITH, 

Major-  General. 

WILMINGTON,  N.  0.,  December  15,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  K.  GIST,  Florence,  S.  C. : 

There  will  be  an  officer  to  meet  you  on  the  other  side  of  Cape  Fear 
Kiver.  I  have  a  room  for  you,  Clein,  and  Colquitt.  The  enemy  had 
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fallen  back  1  mile  from  Kinston  last  night.  To-day  no  communication 
with  Kinstou.  Have  not  heard  from  there  to-day.  We  have  driven 
the  enemy  some  2  miles  in  Virginia. 

J.   H.  HILL, 
Assistant  A djutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  December  15,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH, 

Commanding,  Goldsborough,  N.  C.  : 

GENERAL  :  If  compelled  to  fall  back  from  Goldsborough  I  think  the 
best  line  to  take  will  be  toward  Kaleigh  a  short  distance.  If  Foster  has 
conceived  the  idea  of  marching  on  Wilmington  from  Goldsborough,  as 
is  said  by  prisoners,  his  communication  will  be  cut  by  your  people  when 
he  moves.  I  can  be  aided  by  Beauregard  with  the  hope  of  stopping 
him  on  the  northeast  bank  of  Cape  Fear  River.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
he  is  disposed  to  go  toward  Weldon  you  can  play  the  same  move. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Richmond,  Va.,  December  15,  1862. 
Major-General  ELZEY,  Commanding,  &c.  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  the  three  Mississippi 
regiments  of  Davis7  brigade,  with  the  batteries,  and  three  select  regi 
ments  of  Daniel's  brigade,  with  the  battery,  be  put  on  the  march  for 
Goldsborough  at  once  by  railroad.  I  have  notified  General  Daniel  and 
Colonel  Stone  to  provide  their  commands  with  five  days' rations  and  be 
in  readiness.  Colonel  Walker,  commanding  city  guard,  has  been  di 
rected  to  return  to  their  commands  the  companies  in  the  city  belonging 
to  the  above-mentioned  brigades.  Yon  will  direct  six  companies  of  the 
Fifty-ninth  Georgia  .Regiment  (Col.  Jack  Brown)  to  report  to  Colonel 
Walker  at  once  in  place  of  the  companies  so  relieved.  Each  regiment 
will  carry  with  it  one  first-rate  ammunition  wagon  and  team. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  W.  MELTOX, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  December  15,  1862. 
General  E.  E.  LEE,  FredericJcsburg,  Va.  : 

General  G.  W.  Smith,  by  courier  from  Petersburg,  reports  the  enemy, 
22,000  strong,  to  be  pressing  Evans  at  Kiuston.  The  railroad  connec 
tion  and  lialeigh  must,  he  fears,  be  lost  without  further  support.  He 
proposes  to  withdraw  re-enforcements  from  this  vicinity  and  the  Black- 
water,  trusting  to  you  to  sustain  the  city  if  absolutely  necessary.  As 
I  see  no  instant  prospect  of  attack  here  I  approve  his  purpose,  but 
deem  it  proper  to  inform  you. 

J.  A.  SEDDCXN", 
Secretary  of  War. 
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RICHMOND,  VA.,  December  15,  1862. 
To  the  PRESIDENT,  Montgomery,  Ala.: 

General  R.  E.  LEE  : 

I  arrived  here  (Goldsborough,  N.  C.)  at  3  p.  ra.  The  telegraph  with  General  Evans 
is  cut  off.  By  latest  information  he  was  at  Falling  Creek,  6  miles  this  side  of  Kiuston. 
Enemy  now  estimated  at  30,000,  and  scouts  report  re-enforcements  constantly  arriv 
ing  from  New  Berne.  Governor  Vance  is  here.  All  accounts  agree  that  our  troops 
behaved  admirably  in  the  engagement  yesterday. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major- General. 

The  above  just  received  at  8.30  p.  m.  We  have  sent  all  the  re-en 
forcements  to  be  spared  here,  from  the  Blackwater,  and  in. North  Caro 
lina.  General  Beauregard  has  promised  5,000,  which  I  hope  will  arrive 
in  time.  I  have  ordered  here,  if  possible  to  be  spared,  two  regiments 
from  General  Samuel  Jones  and  two  from  General  Humphrey  Marshall. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


DECEMBER  10, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH,  Goldsborough,  N.  C.: 

The  line  being  cut  by  the  enemy,  can  I  help  you  by  moving  up  to  any 
point  on  the  railroad,  or  shall  I  wait?     Glad  my  last  train  reached  you. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier- General. 


GOLDSBQROUGH,  N.  C.,  December  1C,  18G2— 8  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Moseley  Hall  y.  C.: 

GENERAL:  I  shall  send  down  five  trains  to-night,  and  I  think  it  would 
be  well  to  have  the  men  sleep  on  board  in  case  the  enemy  move  upon 
the  railroad  and  county  bridges.  General  Clingman  should  be  re-en 
forced  at  once  or  we  lose  all  chance  of  taking  the  offensive  when  our 
forces  arrive.  It  might  be  very  important  to  have  a  battery  promptly 
brought  up.  How  many  pieces  have  you?  None  of  the  troops  from 
Richmond  have  arrived  yet,  and  the  batteries  are  behind  the  infantry. 
The  two  30-pounders  got  here  tO:day,  but  without  horses.  They  are 
almost  useless,  if  not  in  the  way.  Large  number  of  trains  have  been 
sent  up,  and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  bring  down  some  horses  and  wagons 
for  the  command.  One  regiment  (the  Fifty-second  North  Carolina)  has 
just  arrived.  I  shall  send  it  over  the  river.  I  think  if  it  is  practicable 
that  General  Pettigrew  had  better  come  up  in  the  first  train  with 
Burgwyn's  regiment,  and  that  his  troops  should  follow.  Let  General 
Robertson  hold  position  at  Spring  Bank  Bridge  with,  say,  two  regiments 
and  two  pieces,  and  let  General  Evans,  with  his  brigade,  take  position 
to  cover  the  town  on  this  side,  support  Robertson  if  it  should  be  neces 
sary,  and  be  in  place  to  support  the  troops  beyond  the  bridges  if  re 
quired.  There  are  five  field  pieces  now  at  and  beyond  the  bridges, 
with  Col.  [S.  D.]  Pool's  battalion  of  artillery  and  Clingman's  two  regi 
ments.  The  almost  entire  absence  of  information  and  the  conflicting 
nature  of  what  is  brought  in  make  it  very  difficult  to  determine  upon 
anything  understandingly.  If  General  Pettigrew?s  brigade  crosses  over 
I  desire  that  you  should  take  command  of  the  forces  on  that  side;  that 
is,  of  Clingman  and  Pettigrew.  When  my  six  regiments  get  here,  if  the 
movement  is  made  on  the  other  bank,  we  will,  I  hope,  be  strong  enough 
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to  leave  a  sufficient  force  to  protect  this  place  from  any  movement  they 
may  make  from  the  other  side  of  the  river  by  their  pontoon  bridge,  anil 
still  be  strong  enough  on  that  bank  to  beat  them.  Such  is  an  outline  of 
my  present  intention,  as  far  as  the  present  information  enables  me  to 
judge  of  the  probable  views  and  intentions  of  the  enemy.  If  you  receive 
no  further  instructions,  let  Pettigrew's  brigade  come  up  to  this  place  at 
daylight  and  Evans  fall  back  in  this  direction,  as  above,  Robertson  tak 
ing  position  at  Spring  Bank  Bridge,  leaving  outlying  guards  below  upon 
the  river  and  roads  for  the  purpose  of  giving  information. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-  General. 

P.  S. — Your  note  of  9.30  p.  in.  was  received  just  after  the  above  was 
signed.  We  have  not  yet  been  in  condition  to  cross  the  river  at  this 
point  and  move  forward,  but  must  await  the  arrival  of  the  troops  from 
Richmond  and  horses  to  mount  the  cavalry  before  we  can  hope  to  act 
with  effect  in  the  presence  of  such  a  force. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
White  Hall  Bridge,  N.  C.,  December  16,  1862—1.30  p.  m. 

[Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH:] 

GENERAL:  About  two  hours  since  it  was  reported  that  the  enemy, 
after  leaving  the  bridge,  moved  up  the  river,  but  the  news  was  not  con 
firmed.  Their  ambulance  and  wagon  trains  are  now  passing  White  Hall, 
going  in  the  same  direction.  They  are  undoubtedly  making  direct  for 
the  railroad,  which  I  have  suspected  since  yesterday  evening.  Hurry 
up  the  ammunition  for  Leveuthorpe.  Firing  has  nearly  ceased. 
In  haste,  most  respectfully, 

B.  H.  ROBERTSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


WILMINGTON,  1ST.  C.,  December  16,  1862. 
General  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH,  Goldsborough,  N.  C.  : 

Two  regiments  and  a  battery  have  arrived  from  Beauregard.    Tele 
graph  your  orders. 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  General. 

SPRING  BANK,  N.  C., 
December  — ,  1862 — sundown. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding,  &c.  : 

GENERAL  :  Two  hundred  of  the  Thirty -first  Eegiment  were  left  on 
guard  at  White  Hall.    They  had  no  rations.     I  think  a  force  of  30  men, 
with  2  mounted  couriers,  enough  to  guard  that  point,  considering  the 
present  position  of  the  enemy. 
Most  respectfully, 

B.  H.  EOBERTSON, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


'.  XXX.]         CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. CONFEDERATE.  805 

SPRING  BANK  BRIDGE,  N.  0., 

December  17,  1862.     . 
Maj.  Geii.  S.  G.  FRENCH, 

Commanding,  cfcc.,  Goldsborough,  N.  C. : 

GENERAL  :  Please  send  the  rations  to  this  point.    My  men  are,  some 
of  them,  much  in  need  of  them. 
Most  respectfully, 

B.  H.  EOBEETSOK, 
Brigadier-  Genera  I,  Comm  anding. 

p.  s. — Best  assured  I  will  hold  the  ferry  to  the  last  extremity.     I  wish 
you  could  send  Colonel  Leventhorpe  to  me. 


GOLDSBOROUGH,  N.  C.,  December  18,  1862. 

Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

One  of  my  best  officers  returned  at  2  o'clock,  having  followed  the 
enemy  13  miles  on  the  road  toward  New  Berne.  He  is  satisfied  that 
they  are  rapidly  moving  for  that  place. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-  General. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  December  11),  1862. 
General  E.  E.  LEE: 

A  telegram  from  General  Smith  last  evening  announces  that  from  the 
report  or  one  of  his. best  officers,  who  followed  the  enemy  .13  miles,  he  is 
satisfied  they  are  rapidly  returning  to  New  Berne.  There  is  no  reliable 
intelligence  of  any  movements  of  the  enemy  either  in  the  Peninsula  or 
on  the  Blackwater.  Your  glorious  victory  has  probably  broken  up  all 
their  plans  and  frustrated  their  hopes.  No  official  intelligence  of  move 
ments  in  the  West. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


WILMINGTON,  N.  C.,  December  19,  1862. 
General  BEAUREGARD,  Charleston,  S.  C.  : 
I  have  the  following  from  G.  W.  [Smith] : 

The  enemy's  next  move  will  be  here.  Think  they  will  go  back  to  New  Berne  and 
Beaufort,  though  they  may  march  direct.  The  enemy  burned  the  railroad  bridge  yes 
terday.  We  crossed  over  the  forces  at  hand  by  the  county  bridge,  drove  them  back, 
;ind  saved  the  county  bridge.  The  enemy  retired  during  the  night,  supposed  toward 
Wilmington.  They  were  here  in  very  large  force,  supposed  more  than  20,000.  My 
artillery  and  cavalry  have  not  yet  arrived  from  Richmond  and  Petersburg;  expected 
to-day  or  to-morrow.  Have  not  transportation  sufficient  even  for  ammunition.  Will 
move  as  soon  as  possible. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING. 
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WILMINGTON,  N.  C.,  December  19,  [1862.] 
Colonel  SIMONTON,  Magnolia,  N.  C. : 

COLONEL  :  Beturn  with  your  brigade  as  soon  as  the  train  reaches  you. 
If  the  cavalry  are  there  direct  them  to  look  out  for  approach  of  enemy. 
Retire  on  their  advance  toward  Wilmington,  sending  me  courier.  Enemy 
have  retired  froin  before  Goldsborough;  supposed  to  be  moving  in  the 
direction  of  Wilmington. 

Answer  that  you  receive  this. 

W.  II.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier*  General. 


WILMINGTON,  N.  C.,  December  19, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  GusTAvus  W.  SMITH: 

On  receipt  of  your  dispatch  I  recalled  the  troops  at  Magnolia.  If 
enemy  approaches  Wilmington  it  must  be  by  the  coast  east  of  Northeast 
Branch  of  Cape  Fear  Biver. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  General. 


DECEMBER  19,  1862. 
General  BEAUREGARD,  Charleston,  S.  C.  : 
1  received  the  following  dispatch  from  General  Smith  yesterday: 

The  enemy's  army  have  gone  to  New  Berne  rapidly. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING. 


CHARLESTON,  S.  C., 
December  19,  1862—10.30  a,  ml 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  : 

Enemy  have  fallen  back  in  haste  to  New  Berne;  probably  for  James 
Eiver ;  but  still  look  out  for  Wilmington. 

G.  T.  BEAUBEGABD, 

General,  Commanding. 


CHARLESTON,  S.  C., 
December  19,  1862—10  a.  in. 

Maj.  Gen.  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH, 

Goldsborougli,  N.  C. : 

Can't  enemy  be  pursued  hotly  with  40  rounds  of  ammunition  and 
five  days'  provisions  in  haversacks?  They  are  probably  going  to  James 
Eiver. 

G.  T.  BEAUBEGABD. 
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Abstract  from  Field  Return  of  troops  at  Goldsborouyh,  N.  C..  commanded  ly  Maj.   Gen. 
a.  W.  Smith,  for  December  20,  1862. 


Command. 

Present  for  duty. 

Infantry. 

Cavalry. 

Artillery. 

Officers. 

n 

4» 

3 

2 

8 

R 

<S 

t 

§ 

d 

<D 
% 

Ill 
108 
108 

102 

1,614 
1,603 
1,518 
1,269 

i 

Kvuiis'  "brigade  

1'etti"  row's  brigade  

192 

3  096 

2 
6 

63 

201 

Mallett's  battalion  

Robertson's  cavalry  (dismounted) 

64 

662 

Badham's    [William]     (North     Carolina) 
battery. 
Banting's  [S  31]  battery  

8 

3 

4 

2 

109 

72 
71 
31 
66 

Cumminf's  [James  1).]  battery  

Dabney's  [  W.  J.]  battery  (heavy  artillery)  . 
Starr's  [J.  B.]  battery  

Grand  total        

629 

9,  364     64 

662 

17 

349 

Effective  total. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

1  662 

1  987 

1,625 
1,561 
1  269 

1,749 
1,  743 
1  071 

2,  633 
2,710 

3  131 

3  715 

'  65 

67 

201 

207 

667 
116 

66 
71 
34 
66 

743 

135 

81 
88 
38 
68 

1,057 
158 

95 
94 
53 

88 

10,  534 

11,  992 

6,888 

Abstract  from  Field  Return  of  troops  commanded  "by  Maj.  Gen.  A.  Elzey,  December  20, 
1862  (headquarters  Richmond,  Va.}. 


Commanding  officer  and  troops. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Effective  total. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

. 

i 

p 

Qj 

Brio1  Gen  H  A  Wise 

158 
127 
44 

29 
20 
21 
100 
25 
15 

1,889 
1,727 
639 
250 
471 
366 
272 
1,521 
259 
242 

2,222 
1,  925 
647 
252 
484 
385 
286 
1,676 
354 
289 

2,620 
2,  412 
721 
283 
521 
408 
311 
1,995 
411 
372 

3,387 
3,327 
987 
565 
821 
943 
870 
2,466 
486 
390 

14,  242 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  Daniel  

54th  Virginia,  Regiment  Col   [R  C  ]  Tri"1"1 

27th  Virginia  Battalion   Col.  [H.  A.]  Edmundson  

29th  Virginia.  lleiriment.  Col.  [A.  C.J  Moore 

63d    Virginia  Regiment,  Col.  [  J.  J.]  McMahon  

Col  [T   S.]  Rhett 

Col  T.  J.  Pago     

Drewry's  Blufl'  Major  Smith 

Grand  total  

560 

7,  636 

8,520 

10,  054 

SPECIAL  ORDERS, 
No.  298. 


ADJT.  AND  INSPECTOR  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

Richmond,  Va.,  December  20,  1802. 


XVI.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Colston,  Provisional  Army,  will  report  to 
Maj.  Gen!  Arnold  Elzey,  commanding,  &c.,  in  this  city,  for  duty  in 
command  of  a  brigade,  to  be  composed  of  the 'following  regiments,  &c.: 

Twenty-ninth  Eegiment  Virginia  Volunteers,  Fiftieth  Eegiment  Vir 
ginia  Volunteers,  Fifty-fourth  Eegiment  Virginia  Volunteers,  Sixty- 
third  Eegiment  Virginia  Volunteers,  Twenty-seventh  Battalion  Virginia 
Volunteers. 


By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 


JNO.  WITHEES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  N.  (7.,  December  21,  1862. 

Captain  NEWKIRK,  Commanding  Cavalry  : 

CAPTAIN  :  lu  case  of  an  advance  of  the  enemy  from  New  River  or 
landing  at  Topsail  you  will  direct  one  company  to  retire  by  Holly  Shel 
ter  road,  advising  them  that  we  have  infantry  pickets  at  Island  Creek, 
The  remainder  will  join  you  and  keep  close  observation  on  the  enemy's 
movements.  Scouts  should  be  frequently  sent  toward  the  enemy  to 
obtain  information. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


DECEMBER  22,  1862. 
Major-General  SMITH,  Goldsborough  N.  C.  : 

I  would  like  Cliugman's  brigade  (including  Radcliffe's  and  Faison's 
regiments)  sent  back,  if  you  can  spare  them.  General  Rains  is  in  Rich 
mond  before  now.  I  burst  my  best  gun  at  Fort  Fisher  yesterday  against 
enemy's  steamer.  Please  give  all  possible  facility  for  10-inch  gun  from 
Richmond. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING. 


GOLBSBOROUGH,  N.  C.,  December  23,  1862. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

General  Evans'  brigade  reoccupied  Kinston  yesterday.  The  bridge 
at  that  point  is  being  rebuilt.  General  Pettigrew's  brigade  and  Leven- 
ihorpe's  regiments  were  ordered  to  Weldon  and  Petersburg  last  night, 
but  they  were  detained  by  a  collision,  in  which  two  engines  were  dis 
abled;  no  lives  lost.  The  brigade  started  this  afternoon.  General 
French  has  returned  to  Petersburg.  The  cars  are  running  regularly 
from  Wilmington  to  the  Neuse  River,  and  the  railroad  bridge  at  that 
point  being  reconstructed. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-  General. 


BURWELL'S  BAY,  December  23, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  HENRY  A.  W^ISE  : 

GENERAL:  No  change  at  Newport  News;  yesterday  misty;  could 
not  see  down  to  the  Point;  the  day  before  only  three  vessels  in  port. 
On  Monday  45  Yankees  came  to  Smithfield  to  see  about  the  election ; 
on  the  same  night  General  Pryor  visited  the  same  place.  Report  says 
the  enemy  came  to  Isle  of  Wight  Court-House  yesterday. 

WILLIAM  HARMAN. 


GOLDSBOROUGH,  N.  C.,  December  27,  1862. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I  returned  this  evening  from  Wilmington.     Have  ordered  Clingman's, 
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brigade  to  General  Whiting  and  the  two  siege  guns  (30-pounder  Par- 
rotts)  to  General  French  for  the  Blackwater.  All  is  reported  quiet  in 
the  direction  of  New  Berne.  Your  letter  of  the  23d  is  just  received. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-  General. 

BURWELL'S  BAY,  December  29,  18G2. 
Brig.  Gen.  HENRY  A.  WISE: 

GENERAL  :  Yesterday  was  the  first  time  I  could  get  a  view  of  New 
port  News  since  my  note  of  the  20th  instant ;  it  has  been  hazy  all  the 
time.  Found  only  two  vessels  in  sight  to-day.  A  small  sloop  passed 
down  from  Mulberry  Island ;  she  had  the  United  States  flag  flying. 

On  the  night  of  Christmas  eve  a  party  of  negroes  came  over  from 
the  other  side  and  robbed  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Branch  of  meat 
and  other  things  to  the  value  of  over  a  thousand  dollars.  Branch  lives 
0  miles  above  my  station.  This  is  the  second  time  they  have  come  over 
since  I  came  here.  These  negroes  are  said  to  be  camped  in  nearly  every 
vacant  farm  house  from  Jamestown  Island  to  Newport  News.  If  I  had 
30  men  and  a  sufficient  number  of  boats  I  believe  I  could  capture  a 
number  of  these  negroes. 

WILLIAM  HAKMAN. 


CLAREMONT,  December  30,  [1862]. 

GENERAL  :  I  received  two  dispatches  to-day,  one  indirect ;  the  other 
has  been  delayed  several  days. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

WM.  DICKINSON. 


Abstract  from  Field  Report*  of  the  troops  of  the  District  of  the   Cape  Fear,  commanded  by 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting,  for  December,  1862. 


Troops. 
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Aggregate  present. 
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156 
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794 
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18 
13 
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1 
4 
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4 
9 
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10th.  Battalion  North  Carolina  Artillery                  -  

Li  iTht-Houso  Battery  (one  companj7)       

Grand  tot'il 

339 

5,379 

5,  980 

7,131 

*This  report  does  not  include  seven  companies  of  cavalry.    It  is  forwarded  without  this  to  prevent 
further  delay. 
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Abstract  from  Field  Eclnrn  of  troops  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  A.  Elzey,  December  31, 
1862  (headquarters  Richmond,  Fa.). 
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Col"E   C    Brabble                                 

Col  T  S  lihett 

Col.T.  J.  Page-  

Capt  S  S    Lee 

Grind  total 

417 

5,370 

6,  225 

WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  January  1,  1863. 
General  K.  E.  LEE: 

I  Lave  information  that  there  is  in  Hampton  Koads  a  large  fleet,  said 
to  be  one  hundred  transports.  General  Smith  has  just  returned  from 
North  Carolina ;  apprehends  very  seriously  invasion  on  a  large  scale  in 
that  State.  Either  that  or  a  surprise  of  this  city  may  be  meditated. 
Would  it  not  be  judicious  to  have  a  considerable  detailment  of  your 
army  either  here  or  within  supporting  distance? 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


HEADQUARTERS  PROVISIONAL  FORCES,  C.  S.  A., 

Warm  Springs,  N.  (7.,  January  — ,  18G3. 

His  Excellency  ZEBULON  B.  VANCE, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  Your  Excellency  that  upon  full  in 
vestigation  I  am  convinced  that  the  late  attack  on  Marshall  was  made 
by  a  band  of  men  numbering  about  50  only,  who  were  instigated  by  de 
sire  of  plunder,  and  that  there  is  no  treasonable  organization  of  citizens 
of  North  Carolina  in  the  mountain  region  having  in  view  the  injury  of 
the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  or  the  giving  aid  to  that  of 
the  United  States.  Having  an  ample  force  of  Confederate  soldiers  I 
have  informed  Colonel  McElroy  that  he  can  disband  his  militia,  who 
will  be  no  doubt  of  more  service  at  home  attending  to  their  own  domes 
tic  affairs,  there  not  being  any  necessity  for  keeping  them  longer  in  the 
field.  I  am  pleased  to  hear  that  they  have  been  active  and  zealous  in 
searching  for  the  outlaws,  and  would  no  doubt  have  been  very  efficient 
had  the  trouble  been  as  serious  as  reported.  I  have  directed  all  the 
citizen  prisoners  to  be  turned  over  to  the  civil  authorities  of  Madison, 
requesting  Colonel  McElroy  to  guard  them  to  such  safe  jail  as  they  may 
be  committed  to.  You  will  be  furnished,  I  suppose,  by  Colonel  McEl 
roy  with  a  list  of  the  prisoners  and  the  evidence  again-st  them.  They 
are  all  implicated  in  the  [burning  of  the]  town  of  Marshall.  I  have 
placed  Maj.  [W.  N.]  Garrett,  Sixty-fourth  North  Carolina  Volunteers, 
in  charge  of  a  force  of  about  200  of  his  regiment,  one  company  of  cav 
alry,  and  30  Indians,  which  force  is  now  on  Laurel  Creek.  Major  Gar 
rett  has  orders  to  pursue  and  arrest  every  man  in  the  mountains,  of 
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known  bad  character,  whether  engaged  in  any  of  the  late  outrages  or 
not.  He  will  be  aided  by  six  companies  of  cavalry,  scouring  the  mount 
ain  regions  in  Washington,  Carter,  and  Johnson  Counties,  Tennessee. 
Col.  W.  H.  Thomas,  with  200  whites  and  Indians  of  his  legion,  is  oper 
ating  in  Madison,  and  will  go  into  Haywood.  Jackson,  and  Cherokee 
Counties,  North  Carolina,  and  Clay  County,  Georgia,  with  orders  to  ar 
rest  all  deserters  and  recusant  conscripts  and  all  tories  who  have  been 
engaged  in  unlawful  practices  on  the  Tennessee  line  of  the  mountains. 
He  will  be  aided  by  cavalry  and  infantry.  I  have  ordered  Major  Gar- 
rett  to  arrest  all  deserters  he  may  find  and  to  clear  tlje  counties  lying- 
adjacent  to  the  mountains  of  them  before  he  returns  to  his  command. 
I  am  satisfied  they  are  leagued  with  disloyal  men  frequently  and  per 
petrate  many  of  the  crimes  which  are  committed  in  this  part  of  the 
State.  Believing  that  it  will  be  of  service  to  your  State  to  get  rid  of 
such  a  population  as  that  inhabiting  the  Laurel  region  I  have  proposed 
to  allow  all  who  are  not  implicated  in  any  crime  to  leave  the  State  and 
to  aid  them  in  crossing  into  Kentucky.  I  am  informed  that  nearly  the 
whole  population  are  desirous  of  accepting  this  offer.  They  will  be 
driven  to  do  so  from  necessity,  as  I  learn  our  troops  have  consumed  all 
the  corn  and  meat  in  the  settlement.  If  the  people  alluded  to  agree  to 
emigrate  I  will  cause  them  to  be  paid  for  their  property  used  by  our 
troops.  Those  who  are  of  good  character  and  who  have  not  been  guilty 
of  any  offense  have  not  been  molested  by  our  troops,  and  will  not  of 
course  be  included  among  the  number  who  are  to  be  induced  to  emi 
grate  as  mentioned.  I  propose  to  give  all  tories  of  bad  character  who 
may  be  arrested  the  option  of  going  to  prison  (unless  they  find  security 
for  good  behavior)  or  of  enlisting  in  the  army.  If  they  enlist  they  will 
be  sent  to  Mississippi,  from  whence  they  will  not  find  it  so  easy  to  desert. 
1  am  in  hopes  the  measures  adopted  will  secure  peace  and  security  to 
the  families  of  our  soldiers  and  to  the  good  citizens  living  in  this  region 
of  the  State.  I  feel  gratified  in  being  able  to  assist  in  producing  such 
results,  and  shall  at  any  future  trial  be  glad  to  serve  your  State,  which 
has  become  endeared  to  the  army  by  the  patriotism  exhibited  by  her 
children  at  home  and  the  valor  of  her  soldiers  in  the  field. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  Your  Excellency's  obedient 
servant, 

W.  G.  M.  DAVIS, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  January  2,  18G3. 
General  G.  T.  BEAUREGARD,  Charleston,  S.  C.  : 

General  Smith  seriously  apprehends  renewed  invasion  in  North  Car 
olina,  directed  most  probably  on  Wilmington.  Can  you  not  again  send 
assistance,  and,  as  General  Smith  desires,  if  the  attack  be  made,  give 
the  potent  aid  of  your  presence  ? 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

RICHMOND,  VA.,  January  2,  18C3. 
Major-General  FRENCH  : 

The  troops  recently  sent  from  here  under  Brigadier-General  Colston 
and  one  regiment  of  cavalry  will  be  left  to  protect  Petersburg,  Va., 
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Weldon,  and  the  Blackwater.  You  will  move  with  the  rest  of  your 
troops  as  soon  as  possible  to  Goldsborough  and  take  command  there 
until  my  arrival. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major- General. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  January  2,  1863. 
General  G.  T.  BEAUREGARD,  Charleston,  S.  C.  : 

Further,  more  reliable  intelligence  indicates  very  strongly  the  purpose 
of  tbe  enemy  to  move  with  force  (supposed  to  be  30,000  men)  in  North 
Carolina,  probably  on  Wilmington,  landing  at  New  Berne  or  Morehead 
City,  marching  to  Swansborough ;  thence  along  the  coast.  Aid  as  soon 
and  as  far  as  you  can  with  safety. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  January  2,  1803. 
General  R.  E.  LEE,  Fredericltsbury,  Va. : 

Information  of  fleet  in  the  Eoads  derived  from  two  different  gentlemen 
residing  on  the  bay,  represented  (but  not  known  to  me)  as  reliable.  In 
formation  of  expected  movement  in  North  Carolina  and  probable  intent 
to  advance  on  Wilmington  from  private  sources  at  New  Berne  vouched 
by  past  experience  to  be  trustworthy.  I  have  telegraphed  General 
Beauregard  requesting  aid,  as  far  as  safe  to  himself,  for  Wilmington. 
He  had  withdrawn  his  late  re-enforcement.  General  Smith  nearly  strips 
Richmond,  leaving  only  about  2,500  men. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  January  2,  18C3. 
General  R.  E.  LEE,  Fredcriclcslmrg,  Va.  : 

Reliable  information  satisfies  me  there  has  been  in  the  bay  a  large 
fleet.  Their  movements  are  puzzling.  They  brought  some  troops  to 
Gloucester  Point  and  Yorktown,  probably  new  levies,  and  carried  off 
others.  The  fleet,  containing  at  the  least  7,000  or  8,000  men,  sailed  up 
the  bay  at  least  as  far  as  New  Point.  Whether  this  was  a  ruse  and  they 
returned  and  passed  the  capes  at  night  I  cannot  learn.  I  think  it  prob 
able,  for  from  all  items  of  intelligence  I  conjecture  an  expedition  med 
itated  on  North  Carolina.  General  Bragg's  victory  more  complete  and 
its  fruits  greater  than  at  first  supposed.  The  enemy  in  retreat,  with  our 
cavalry  in  his  rear. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

FREDERICKSETJRG,  VA.,  January  2,  18G3. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War : 
Your  dispatches  of  1st  and  2d  just  received.    Is  the  information  of 
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the  presence  of  the  transports  true1?  They  have  not  passed  down  the 
Potomac,  nor  is  there  any  indication  in  General  Burnside's  army  to 
show  a  purpose  of  moving. 

R.  E.  LEE. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  0.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  January  2,  18G3. 
Col.  J.  F.  GILMER, 

Chief  of  Engineer  Bureau  : 

SIR  :  By  a  contract  made  by  my  predecessor  (General  Randolph)  with 
the  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad  Company,  they  undertook  the 
construction  of  the  connection  between  Danville  and  Greensborough, 
in  North  Carolina,  and  were  to  receive  bonds  of  the  Confederate  Gov 
ernment,  bearing  8  per  cent,  interest,  for  $1,000,000  (the  amount  appro 
priated  by  the  act  of  Congress),  less  by  the  sum  of  $75,000,  which  was 
advanced  them.  This  contract  was  made  on  May  G  last,  and  the  rail 
road  company,  having  given  the  bond  and  executed  the  securities  re 
quired  for  the  future  repayment  of  the  amount,  are  entitled  to  receive  the 
bonds  for  $925,000,  to  be  issued  as  of  May  G  last.  You  are  requested  to 
draw  a  requisition  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  amount 
of  bonds  to  which  the  company  is  entitled,  and  to  hand  them  to  Lewis 
E.  Harvie,  esq.,  president  of  the  road,  or  his  authorized  agent,  taking  a 
receipt  for  them. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  January  2,  18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH, 

Golclsborouyh,  JVr.  C.  : 

War  Department  anticipates  [attack]  in  force  on  Wilmington,  but  I 
believe  their  real  objective  point  is  Weldon  ;  therefore  look  out  in  that 
quarter.  But  their  troops  once  afloat  may  be  landed  anywhere  on  the 
coast.  Bragg  has  gained  brilliant  victory  ;  driven  enemy  at  all  points. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  January  2,  18G3. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

I  fear  real  point  of  attack  is  Weldon,  not  Wilmington.  Will  render 
all  assistance  possible,  but  to  send  troops  hence  far  as  Weldon  might 
endanger  Charleston.  Enemy's  troops  once  afloat  can  be  landed  any 
where.  Railroad  to  Wilmington  in  wretched  condition;  1,000  men 
forty-eight  hours  on  way.  Please  see  return,  transmitted  three  days 
since,  for  effective  force  in  whole  department. 

G.  T.  BEATJREGARD. 


ENGINEER  BUREAU,  January  2,  1SG3. 
Col.  WALTER  GWYNN,  Greenville,  JV.  C.  : 

COLONEL  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  30th  instant  f ultimo], 
informing  me  that  you  would  go  over  to  the  Tar  River  the  following  day 
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to  lay  off  works  at  a  point  5  miles  above  Greenville  and  obstruct  the 
river,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith.  These 
works  must  be  pressed  forward  with  great  energy.  You  Avill  at  once 
report  fully  to  Major-General  French  all  your  operations  for  the  de 
fense  of  the  Tar  and  Roanoke  Rivers,  receive  his  orders  as  to  the  points 
to  be  occupied,  and  act  in  all  things  in  full  concert  with  the  troops  under 
his  command.  Substantial  obstructions  should  be  placed  at  once  in  the 
two  rivers.  You  will  give  these  works  your  immediate  and  constant 
attention.  If  a  pile-driver  is  necessary  to  the  building  of  the  obstruc 
tions  have  one  completed  at  the  earliest  moment  practicable. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  GILMEE, 
Colonel  of  Engineers  and  Chief  of  Bureau. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  0.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  January  3,  18G3. 
General  R.  E.  LEE  : 

SIR  :  I  write  to  give  you  rather  fuller  information  than  the  telegraph 
readily  allows  of  the  various  items  of  intelligence  we  have  of  the  move 
ments  of  the  enemy  on  the  bay  and  in  North  Carolina,  and  of  the  sur 
mises  they  give  rise  to.  For  some  days  past  from  various  sources, 
represented  as  reliable  but  communicated  at  second  hand  and  in  rather 
a  vague  form,  I  have  been  informed  that  there  was  a  large  fleet  of  trans 
ports  in  the  bay,  estimated  by  one  as  100  in  number,  by  another  as  being 
fully  as  numerous  as  when  McOlellan's  army  was  being  transported  to 
the  Peninsula.  As  I  did  not  know  the  informants,  and  the  accounts,  I 
felt  sure,  must  be  exaggerated,  I  thought  it  prudent  to  give  you  notice, 
but  did  not  attach  much  weight  to  them.  Last  night,  however,  there 
was  handed  me  by  Mr.  Jones,  the  delegate  in  the  Virginia  Assembly 
from  Gloucester,  a  letter  from  his  brother,  whom  I  knew  well,  giving 
not  only  what  he  had  collected  but  what  had  been  reported  by  two  of 
General  Wise's  scouts.  That  letter  *  I  inclose.  Its  substantial  accu 
racy  may  be,  I  think,  relied  on.  I  infer  from  it  that  there  is  some 
decided  movement  in  contemplation  by  the  enemy.  They  may  be 
bringing  down  troops  from  Washington  and  Annapolis  and  carrying 
others  back,  or  they  may  be  bringing  troops  from  Burnside's  army. 
Mr.  Dudley,  the  president  of  the  York  River  Railroad,  has  just  called 
to  inform  me  that  a  man  living  in  Matthews  County,  near  New  Point, 
whom  he  believes  perfectly  reliable,  reports  more  than  100 — indeed, 
than  200 — vessels  were  seen  by  him  a  few  days  ago  to  come  from  toward 
the  mouth  of  the  Potomac  and  proceed  toward  Old  Point.  I  cannot 
believe  in  any  such  number,  especially  as  you  are  sure  Burnside  has 
not  sent  off  any  considerable  force,  and  that  np  large  number  of  trans 
ports  have  proceeded  down  the  Potomac.  I  have  no  information  of  any 
considerable  number  now  in  the  bay.  I  have  also  intelligence  that 
the  forces  at  Suffolk  were  lately  largely  re-enforced,  and  that  a  force  of 
some  5,000  have  preceded  them  by  Gatesville  toward  North  Carolina. 
I  learn  that  immediately  after  the  return  of  the  late  Federal  expedition 
to  New  Berne  General  Foster  proceeded  to  Old  Point;  then,  alter 
a  short  delay,  proceeded  to  Washington,  and  very  soon  returned  and 
set  off  at  once  for  New  Berne.  We  have,  too,  information  from  the 
same  person  who  gave  very  accurate  information  from  New  Berne  of 
the  late  foray  of  the  enemy  from  there,  that  another  expedition  is  being 

*  Not  found. 
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prepared  there,  to  be  accompanied  by  a  feint  on  Goldsborough.  but 
really  intended  for  Wilmington.  General  Smith  is  fully  possessed, 
from  all  lie  has  learned,  with  the  conviction  of  such  design;  and  General 
French,  without  being  so  decided  that  Wilmington  is  to  be  aimed  at, 
shares  the  conviction  that  some  serious  blow  in  North  Carolina  is  med 
itated.  I  think  it  very  probable  that  on  his  late  expedition  Foster 
obtained  information  that  encouraged  him  to  some  serious  operation, 
and  that  he  returned  to  Washington  to  urge  and  arrange  for  it. 

There  is  said  to  be  between  political  parties  in  North  Carolina  at  this 
time  much  bitterness,  and  that  no  little  disaffection  to  the  Confederacy 
exists,  and  that  adverse  military  events  just  now  in  the  State  might 
eventuate  in  very  grave  efforts  to  separate  from  the  Confederacy  and 
arrange  with  the  Federal  Government.  I  cannot  credit  this  danger, 
but  all  accounts  agree  as  to  the  existence  of  great  discontent  and  com 
plaint  of  desertion  by  the  Government.  This  renders  more  important 
all  means  in  our  power  to  repel  promptly  any  serious  invasion.  Under 
this  feeling  I  have  telegraphed  General  Beauregard  to  render  all  aid  in 
his  power  to  Wilmington.  He  has  promised  to  do  so,  but  thinks  Golds- 
borough  or  Weld  on  more  apt  to  be  aimed  at,  and  says  in  the  present  state 
of  transportation  on  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon  road  he  does  not  deem 
it  safe  to  send  his  troops  farther  than  Wilmington.  I  have  also  allowed 
General  Smith  almost  to  strip  this  city,  leaving  here  only  some  2,500  or 
13,700  men,  of  whom  there  are  only  500  at  Drewry's  Bluff.  1  have  coun 
seled  him  instead  of  taking  all  the  forces  he  is  collecting  (amounting  to 
10,000  or  12,000)  to  Goldsborough,  as  he  intended,  to  have  there  only  a 
brigade  and  concentrate  the  residue  either  at  Weldon  or  Eocky  Mount, 
so  as  to  be  ready  to  move  readily  either  back  toward  Petersburg  or  on 
toward  Goldsborough  and  Wilmington,  as  the  enemy  may  move.  With 
Beauregard's  aid  Wilmington  could  resist  successfully,  he  (General 
(Smith)  thinks,  until  he  could  arrive  from  Weldou.  I  think  he  will 
pursue  this  course,  but  he  laments  much  the  paucity  of  his  numbers  and 
wishes  earnestly  to  be  re-enforced.  1  feel  no  serious  apprehension  about 
this  place,  and  yet,  considering  its  importance,  feel  bound  to  guard  against 
the  contingency  of  a  surprise.  Your  gallant  officers,  Stuart  and  Hampton, 
have  vshamed  the  enemy  into  more  enterprise,  as  shown  by  their  recent 
successful  raid  on  the  railroad  at  Bristol.  A  sudden  dash  of  the  forces 
on  the  Peninsula  or  from  Suffolk  might  endanger  us  here.  I  should 
therefore  feel  better  satisfied  if  we  had  a  portion  of  your  force,  say 
some  5,000  or  10,000  men,  here,  or  even  as  near  as  the  Junction,  whence 
by  two  roads  they  could  be  speedily  brought  in  case  of  need.  Having 
informed  you,  however,  fully,  I  trust  the  decision  to  your  judgment,  as 
your  command  extends  over  the  city  and  you  are  fully  aware  of  the 
necessity  of  watching  over  and  defending  it. 

I  ought  not  to  conclude  without  adding  that  General  Samuel  Jones 
has  written  to  urge  the  return  of  a  force  to  him  equivalent  to  what  he 
sent  here  under  my  late  orders.  The  number  was  about  2,500.  He 
would  prefer  other  forces,  as  he  thinks  those  sent  by  him  would  be  more 
useful  at  a  greater  distance  from  their  homes.  The  late  spirit  of  enter 
prise  manifested  by  the  Federals  in  the  attack  on  the  railroad  has  alarmed 
him  for  exposed  portions  of  Greenbrier  and  Monroe,  which  fertile  coun 
ties  will  be  almost  indispensable  to  him  in  the  spring.  He  thinks,  too, 
that  there  will  be  an  earnest  effort  to  obtain  possession  of  all  the  coun 
ties  embraced  in  the  newly-admitted  State  of  West  Virginia.  I  fear 
there  is  little  prospect  of  returning  his  forces  or  their  equivalent  unless 
you  can  feel  safe  to  spare  them,  at  least  until  after  the  result  of  the 
threatened  movements  in  North  Carolina. 
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General  Pembertoii  telegraphs  to-day  that  the  enemy  at  Vicksburg, 
being  repulsed  in  several  attacks  on  our  positions,  have  apparently  re 
linquished  their  enterprise  and  have  re-embarked.  No  further  dispatch 
from  General  Bragg. 

With  high  consideration  and  esteem ,  most  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  A.  SEDJDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

RICHMOND,  YA.,  January  3,  1863. 
General  S.  G.  FRENCH, 

Commanding r,  Petersburg)  Va.  : 

Concentrate  all  your  forces  near  Weldon  and  Rocky  Mount  ready  to 
move  in  any  direction,  except  Colston's  brigade  and  one  regiment  of 
cavalry,  which  will  be  left  to  guard  Petersburg  and  the  Blackwater.  I 
expect  General  Beauregard  will  re-enforce  Wilmington,  and  that  Gen 
eral  Lee  will  place  troops  in  position  to  guard  Richmond  and  Petersburg 
from  being  taken  during  our  absence.  You  had,  I  think,  better  take 
Weldon  or  Rocky  Mount  for  your  headquarters  at  present.  The  cipher 
telegram  of  yesterday  directed  you  to  move  to  Goldsborough.  This  has 
been  changed  as  above,  pending  certain  information  of  actual  move 
ments  of  the  enemy.  Please  have  the  troops  of  Daniel's  brigade  which 
were  sent  from  here  to  Petersburg  last  night  forwarded  to  Goldsborough 
as  soon  as  possible.  I  am  endeavoring  to  obtain  additional  troops  from 
General  Lee's  army  for  service  in  North  Carolina,  and  will  probably 
know  by  to-night  or  to-morrow  morning  the  result  of  my  efforts,  and  I 
shall  thereupon  return  to  North  Carolina.  Please  write  me  fully  by  re 
turn  of  messenger. 

Very  respectfull3r  and  truly,  yours, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major- General. 


CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  January  3,  18G3. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Wilmington,  N~.  C. : 
Here  is  Smith's  telegram  : 

General  Beauregard  has  been  requested  by  Secretary  of  War  to  assist  you  iii  resist 
ing  the  threatened  attack.     I  will  concentrate  as  soon  as  possible. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General,  Commanding. 


CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  January  3,  18G3. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  : 

Cannot  translate  all  Smith's  telegram,  but  it  refers  to  following  from 
Secretary  of  War : 

Enemy's  intelligence  indicates  strongly  his  purpose  to  move  with  force  (supposed 
30, 000), 'probably  on  Wilmington,  landing  at  New  Berne  er  Morehead  City,  inarching 
to  Swansborough ;  thence  along  coast. 

I  must  aid  soon  and  far  as  can  with  safety,  but  I  cannot  do  much 
beyond  leaving  forces  still  with  you,  for  railroads 'are  too  slow,  not 
knowing  where  enemy  are  going  to  strike. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 
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CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  January  3,  18G3. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  MERCER,  Savannah,  Ga.  : 

Harrison's  brigade  will  be  delayed  for  a  time  at  Wilmington.    Please 
send  to  it  cooking  utensils  and  change  of  clothing. 

THOMAS  JORDAN, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  January  3,  1SG3. 
S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Savannah)  Ga.  : 
Five  Whitworth  12-pounder  guns  have  lately  arrived  at  Wilmington. 
Cannot  two  be  sent  here  and  two  to  Savannah  for  Genesis  Point'?    They 
are  much  required  to  drive  off  blockaders. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


RICHMOND,  VA..  January  3,  1863. 
General  G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

Charleston,  S.  C.  : 

The  guns  have  been  already  disposed  of  by  the  Secretary  of  War — one 
retained  at  Wilmington,  one  sent  to  Charleston,  one  to  Mobile,  and  one 
to  Vicksburg.  The  fifth  belongs  to  the  Navy  Department. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

January  3,  1803. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

SIR  :  I  replied  by  telegraph  to  your  dispatches  of  the  1st  and  2d,  but 
as  the  line  does  not  seem  to  be  in  operation  I  think  proper  to  write  by 
mail  to-day.  It  is  very  important  to  ascertain  the  correctness  of  the  in 
formation  conveyed  in  your  dispatches,  and  if  transports  are  in  Hamp 
ton  Roads  their  purpose  and  cargoes.  It  is  customary  at  this  season  of 
the  year  for  coasters  to  take  refuge  in  those  waters  from  impending  or 
apprehended  storms.  I  have  myself  counted  over  one  hundred  vessels 
that  had  taken  shelter  there  at  one  time.  I.  can  discover  no  indications 
of  any  movement  of  General  Burnside's  army,  and  feel  very  confident 
that  the  transports  mentioned  did  not  descend  the  Potomac,  nor  do  I 
think  any  considerable  portion  of  General  Burnside's  army  could  have 
been  embarked  without  my  knowledge.  I  have  scouts  on  the  right 
and  left  flanks  of  the  enemy,  which  extend  to  the  Potomac,  and  re 
ceive  information  of  all  movements  of  importance.  On  the  31st  ultimo 
I  dispatched  General  Stuart  with  a  large  detachment  of  cavalry  to  pen 
etrate  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  his  position 
and  purpose.  He  followed  his  line  of  communication  from  Dumfries  to 
the  Little  River  turnpike,  passing  between  Fairfax  Court-House  and 
Alexandria,  returning  through  Aldie  and  Warrenton.  He  reports  all 
quiet  and  could  learn  nothing  of  any  projected  operation.  In  addition 
to  obtaining  information  my^  object -was  to  create  anxiety- for  his  com 
munications  and  cause  him,  if  possible,  to  discover  his  intentions.  He 
threw  out  large  bodies  of  troops  in  the  direction  of  the  "Orange  and 
52  R  R— VOL  XVIII 
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Alexandria  liailrouxl,  which  they  reached  ami  tore  up  a  portion  of.  The 
destruction  of  the  road  might  have  been  caused  by  my  having  the  bridge 
at  Bappahannock  Station  reconstructed  and  a  train  of  cars  sent  to  War- 
renton  Junction  during  General  Stuart's  expedition.  General  Stuart 
captured  over  L'OO  prisoners,  destroyed  several  wagons,  cavalry  camps, 
&c.,  and  caused  the  destruction  by  the  enemy  of  .several  depots  of  pro 
visions  on  the  routes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

P.  S. — All  the  detachments  of  the  enemy  toward  the  railroad  have 
returned  within  their  lines. 


[JANUARY  3,1863. — For  Gist's  report  of  movements  to  re-enforce 
Wilmington  in  December,  18(32,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XIV,  p.  741.] 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

Camp  near  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  January  4,  1803. 

Maj.  Gen.  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH, 

Commanding,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  the  1st  instant  has  been  received.  As 
you  seem  to  be  certain  that  the  enemy  are  re-enforcing  Suffolk  and 
passing  troops  from  that  point  to  New  Berne  I  would  recommend  that 
you  collect  a  force  at  Goldsborougli  and  within  supporting  distance  of 
it  adequate  to  oppose  them.  I  do  not  think  that  the  enemy  can  bring 
into  the  field  in  that  region  at  present  a  large  or  stable  force — their 
troops  must  be  new  and  not  very  reliable — nor  have  they  any  officer 
there  that  I  am  aware  of  in  whom  much  confidence  is  reposed  by  his 
Government.  It  is  as  impossible  for  him  to  have  a  large  operating 
army  at  every  assailable  point  in  our  territory  as  it  is  for  us  to  keep 
one  to  defend  it.  We  must  move  our  troops  from  point  to  point  as  re 
quired,  and  by  close  observation  and  accurate,  information  the  true 
point  of  attack  can  generally  be  ascertained.  I  may  be  mistaken,  but 
I  have  thought  that  the  troops  at  your  disposal  would  be  sufficient  to 
drive  back  the  threatened  incursions  of  the  enemy  south  of  James  Iliver 
until  he  is  re-enforced  from  some  of  his 'armies  now  in  the  field.  Gen 
eral  Burnside  has  all  his  army  between  Fredericksburg  and  Aquia 
Creek,  with  the  addition  of  Sigel's  corps.  His  own  headquarters  are 
near  Brooke's  Station,  nor  is  there  any  indication  of  an  embarkation  or 
retrograde  movement  or  going  into  winter  quarters.  I  think  it  danger 
ous  to  diminish  this  army  until  something  can  be  ascertained  of  the  in 
tentions  of  that  opposed  to  it,  and  I  hope  you  will  be  able  by  judicious 
arrangement  and  concentration  of  the  troops  under  your  command  to 
protect  the  frontier  line  of  North  Carolina.  Partial  encroachments  of 
the  enemy  we  must  expect,  but  they  can  always  be  recovered,  and  any 
defeat  of  their  large  army  will  reinstate  everything.  From  information 
received  from  the  Secretary  of  War  I  yesterday  put  Kansom's  division 
in  motion  to  Hanover  Junction,  and  will  continue  him  to  Eichmond 
unless  1  receive  other  information.  You  will  find  it  necessary  in  North 
Carolina  to  dispose  your  troops  so  that  they  can  march  to  the  points 
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required  instead  of  trusting  to  the  railroads,  otherwise  it  will  be  impos 
sible  to  collect  your  troops  as  speedily  as  necessary.  The  railroads 
must  be  reserved  for  transporting  munitions  of  war.  I  would  recom 
mend  that  you  take  the  field  in  person  and  endeavor  to  get  out  troops 
from  the  State  of  North  Carolina  for  her  defense.  Wilmington  should 
be  defended  at  all  hazards. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

K,  E.  LEE, 

General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

January  5,  1863. 
Hon.  SECRETARY  OF  WAR,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

SIR  :  I  have  to  thank  you  for  your  long  explanatory  letter  of  the  3d 
instant  in  relation  to  operations  in  North  Carolina.  Owing  to  the  posi 
tion  of  the  enemy,  the  features  of  the  country,  and  the  strength  of 
our  army  in  that  State  we  can  only  at  present  expect  to  act  upon  the 
defensive.  I  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  obtain  troops  for  that  purpose. 
I  have  relied  much  on  the  troops  of  that  State  turning  out  for  its  defense, 
and  have  heretofore  found  that  they  have  cheerfully  and  promptly  done 
so  when  necessity  required.  ]f  you  think  any  benefit  will  be  derived 
by  sending  an  officer  to  Raleigh  to  inspirit  or  encourage  the  people  I 
will  detach  from  this  army  Maj.  Gen.  1).  IT.  Hill,  a  native  of  North 
Carolina,  and  a  most  valuable  officer,  for  the  purpose.  By  co-operating 
with  the  Governor  and  State  authorities  great  advantage  might  be 
gained.  At  this  distance  I  do  not  see  how  offensive  operations  could  be 
undertaken  with  advantage,  as  the  most  we  could  hope  for  would  be  to 
drive  the  enemy  to  his  gunboats,  where  he  would  be  safe.  The  assign 
ment  therefore  of  any  of  our  active  forces  to  North  Carolina  would  be 
to  withdraw  them  from  the  field  of  operations,  where,  as  far  as  I  can 
yet  discover,  they  may  be  much  needed.  General  Burn  side's  army  is 
increasing  rather  than  diminishing.  The  troops  from  in  front  of  Wash 
ington  and  the  Upper  Potomac  that  have  not  made  a  junction  with  him 
have  been  moved  down  toward  Stafford.  General  Slocum's  division  is 
a.t  Occoquan  and  Dumfries.  General  Sigel's  corps  is  at  Stafford  Court- 
House,  General  Milroy  has  moved  down  as  far  as  Martinsburg.  From 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Jones,  which  you  sent  me,  it  seems  that  re-enforce 
ments  from  Yorktown  and  Gloucester  are  being  forwarded  to  him.  I 
have  not,  however,  yet  heard  of  their  arrival.  It  is  very  clear  that 
General  Bnrnside  will  not  advance  toward  Eichmond  unless  he  is  re- 
enforced.  If  he  determines  to  go  into  winter  quarters  I  think  it  proba 
ble  that  a  part  of  his  force  may  be  sent  south  of  James  River  ;  but  if 
he  does  not  he  must  be  strengthened  rather  than  weakened.  Before 
the  battle  of  the  13th  I  think  his  force  could  not  have  been  less  than 
1 20,000  men ;  it  may  have  been  more.  Since  then  Generals  SigeFs, 
Slocum's,  and  Geary's  forces  have  joined  him.  Taking  the  lowest  num 
ber,  his  force  is  double  that  of  this  army.  You  can  judge  then  of  the 
propriety  of  weakening  it  if  it  is  to  keep  the  field.  I  have  always  be 
lieved  that  General  Foster's  force  has  been  much  overrated.  The  re 
ports  from  citizens,  however  intelligent  and  honest,  cannot  be  relied  on. 
Mad  General  Foster  received  all  the  re- enforcements  that  have  been 
reported  since  tliis  army  recrossed  the  Potomac  he  ought  to  have  the 
largest  Federal  army  now  in  the  field.  I  am  not  certain  that  he  will 
attempt  any  expeditions  except  those  of  a  predatory  character.  I  think 
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lie  \vill  rather  be  deterred  than  encouraged  by  the  result  of  his  late 
expedition,  especially  when  he  considers  the  probability  of  re-enforce 
ments  being  sent  to  North  Carolina.  It  is  as  natural  that  he  should  be 
preparing  for  defense  as  offense.  It  is  proper,  however,  that  we  should 
be  prepared,  and  we  ought  to  concentrate  there  as  large  a  force  as  pos 
sible,  and  to  be  successful  in  our  operations  our  officers  nmst  be  bold 
and  energetic.  Information  should  be  obtained  by  our  own  scouts- 
men  accustomed  to  see  things  as  they  are  and  not  liable  to  excitement 
or  exaggeration. 

After  receiving  your  dispatch  of  the  2d  instant  I  put  General  Han 
som's  division  in  march  for  Richmond  on  the  morning  of  the  3d.  He 
has  orders  to  report  to  General  Smith.  I  hope  it  may  not  be  necessary 
to  advance  him  beyond  Drewry's  Blulf.  I  think  it  very  hazardous  to 
divide  this  army.  Much  labor  has  been  expended  in  its  organization. 
It  is  now  in  excellent  condition,  physically  and  morally,  and  I  wish  to 
maintain  it  so  if  possible.  If  I  get  further  intelligence  to-day  rendering 
it  advisable  I  will  place  another  division  near  Hanover  Junction,  but 
until  I  can  learn  something  definite  of  General  Burnside\s  intentions  I 
do  not  think  it  advisable  to  send  it  farther.  I  think  it  very  certain  that 
General  Burnside's  whole  army  is  between  this  place  and  the  Potomac, 
and  that  as  yet  he  has  made  no  movement  to  put  it  into  winter  quarters 
or  to  transfer  it  elsewhere.  The  glorious  victory  obtained  by  General 
Bragg  will,  I  think,  produce  a  pause  in  the  military  operations  of  the 
Federal  Army  everywhere.  New  organizations  and  new  combinations 
will  have  to  be  made  before  much  of  importance  can  be  attempted.  In 
the  mean  time  we  should  prosecute  our  preparations  with  the  greatest 
energy  and  vigor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


HEADQUAKTEKS, 

Wilmington,  N.  (7.,  January  5,  1SG3. 
Flag- Officer  LYNCH, 

Commanding  C.  S.  Navy  : 

COMMODOIIE:  I  have  received  your  note  of  yesterday,  placing  the 
naval  forces  under  your  command  at  my  disposal  for  the  defense  of  this 
place  and  requesting  information  as  to  their  disposition.  I  am  much 
obliged.  Regarding  the  security  of  the  gunboats  as  of  the  first  impor 
tance,  and  indeed,  in  case  of  disaster  here  the  most  efficient,  if  not  the 
only,  means  of  reprisal  upon  the  enemy  to  regain  the  place,  I  do  not 
think  their  safety  should  be  risked.  In  the  event  of  a  formidable  at 
tack  they  should  be  carried  out  of  the  way  np  the  Cape  Fear  River. 
For  further  security  1  have  caused  batteries  at  three  points  on  the  river 
to  be  located,  and  the  guns  and  crew  of  the  Arctic  should  be  disposed 
to  occupy  and  hold  these  batteries  against  any  attempt  by  the  enemy's 
boats  to  ascend  the  river.  This  is  obvious  to  me  as  the  proper  arrange 
ment  under  the  circumstances,  and  indeed  those  guns  are  nearly  all 
that  I  have  to  depend  upon  for  this  important  service.  I  will  in  addi 
tion  if  possible  assign  a  small  Whitworth  gun  to  your  command. 
Very  respec t f ul  1  y , 

w.  H.  c.  WHITING, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  January  5,  1863. 
Col.  JOHN  A.  BAKER, 

Comdg.  Forty-first  [North  Carolina  Troops  or  Third]  Cavalry  - 
COLONEL  :  Colonel  Stevens,  commanding  Twenty-fourth  South  Caro 
lina  Regiment,  with  Preston's  battery  of  four  pieces,  has  been  directed 
to  occupy  the  vicinity  of  Island  Creek,  on  the  Holly  Shelter  road,  in 
advance  of  Northeast  Bridge,  as  outpost  there.  He  is  erecting  works 
of  defense  at  that  point.  In  like  manner,  on  the  plank  road  at  Sud- 
berry's,  about  17  miles  from  here,  an  outpost  has  been  established,  to 
which  Colonel  Harrison,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  has  been  ordered 
with  two  batteries.  On  the  advance  of  the  enemy  in  force  for  the  attack 
of  Wilmington  you  will  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  route  he  takes  with 
his  main  column.  A  part  of  your  cavalry  should  fall  back  on  the  Holly 
Shelter  road  and  report  to  Colonel  Stevens,  and  a  portion  on  the  plank 
road,  reporting  to  Colonel  Harrison.  The  division  of  your  command 
and  the  route  you  yourself  take  will  of  course  depend  on  the  circum 
stances  of  the  enemy's  approach,  and  is  left  to  you.  The  enemy's  adr 
vance  should  be  delayed  by  every  means  in  your  power.  The  Magnolia 
couriers  and  troops  most  advanced  in  that  direction  might  annoy  their 
rear,  retreating,  if  compelled,  by  the  west  side  of  the  Northeast  Branch 
and  rejoining  the  command  by  the  ferry  in  rear  of  Colonel  Stevens. 
Colonel  Harrison  being  in  the  vicinity  of  Captain  Newkirk'scainp,  that 
officer  will  for  the  present  report  to  the  colonel  for  special  orders,  con 
tinuing  of  course  his  routine  reports  to  you. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  II.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  General. 


CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  January  5,  18G3. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  II.  C.  \VniTiNG, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  : 

Send  the  Whitwortli  gun  soon  as  possible.     Carriage  may  be  made 
here. 

G.  T.  BEAUPvEGAED. 


STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 

Raleigh,  N.  (7.,  January  5,  18(33. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War : 

SIR  :  I  beg  to  trouble  you  in  regard  to  a  matter  of  great  importance 
to  the  army — the  increase  of  desertion.  In  most  of  the  midland  and  low 
land  counties  of  this  State  I  shall  be  able  to  make  arrests  and  prevent 
serious  combinations  of  them  by  means  of  the  local  militia,  with  the 
occasional  assistance  of  the  regiment  of  conscripts  at  this  place;  but  in 
t  lie  mountains  of  the  west  the  case  is  different.  The  enforcement  of  the 
conscript  law  in  East  Tennessee  has  filled  the  mountains  with  disaffected 
desperadoes  of  the  worst  character,  who,  joining  with  the  deserters  from 
our  army,  form  very  formidable  bands  of  outlaws,  who  hide  in  the  fast 
nesses,  waylay  the  passes,  rob,  steal,  and  destroy  at  pleasure.  The  evil 
has  become  so  great  that  travel  has  been  almost  suspended  through  the 
mountains.  The  militia  has  become  too  feeble  to  resist  them,  as  that 
section  has  turned  out  its  proportion  for  the  war  with  the  greatest  patri- 
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otisin  and  unanimity.  I  propose  to  organize  about  200  men,  put  them 
under  the  command  of  experienced  officers,  arm  and  equip  them  at  State 
expense,  if  the  President  will  accept  them  into  Confederate  service  and 
pay  them  only  when  actually  engaged.  I  hope  the  Department  will  ac 
cede  to  the  proposition.  The  impunity  which  the  deserters  enjo3r  and 
the  contagion  of  their  example  is  operating  most  ruinously  upon  the 
efficiency  of  the  army,  to  say  nothing  of  the  injury  to  property  and  citi 
zens  of  that  section.  I  am  now  maturing  a  vigilant  system  of  general 
police  for  the  whole  State  for  the  prompt  arrest  of  deserters  and  con 
scripts,  which  my  adjutant-general  will  submit  for  your  approval  soon 
and  perhaps  ask  your  assistance.  I  also  intend  to  urge  upon  our  Legis 
lature,  soon  to  reassemble,  the  passage  of  a  law  disfranchising  all  who 
illegally  avoid  their  duty  in  the  public  defense. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  January  (>,  18G3. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

I  have  one  brigade  and  three  batteries  in  Wilmington  ;  have  ordered 
one  brigade  from  Savannah  here  and  transportation  ready  to  Wilming 
ton,  but  it  is  dangerous  to  weaken  forces  here  too  much,  considering 
difficulty  of  getting  back  in  case  of  sudden  attack  by  the  enemy.  I 
think  General  Evans  must  overestimate  latter. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARU. 


CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  January  G,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  \V.  II.  C.  WHITING, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  : 

Reported  force  at  New  Berne  must  be  greatly  exaggerated .  No  troops 
appear  to  have  left  the  Chesapeake  lately  for  that  point.  Will  prepare 
for  rapid  transportation  of  all  troops  lean  possibly  spare  in  plain  emer 
gency  but  fear  slowness  of  railroad. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


RICHMOND,  VA.,  January  G,  18G3. 
Governor  VANCE  : 

Could  you  not  give  aid  against  the  invasion  of  your  State  by  calling 
out  the  militia  which  would  embrace  the  exempts  as  well  as  those  over 
forty-five  1  We  are  straining  to  send  force  to  you. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

WELDON,  N.  C.,  January  G,  I8G3. 
Hon.  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  : 

General  Evans  reports  Generals  Peck,  Davis,  and  Naglee  at  New  Berne 
with  50,000  men;  says  one  column  will  move  on  Wilmington,  the  other 
on  Kinston  and  this  place.  They  have  no  tents;  are  supplied  with 
hard  bread  and  beef-cattle  from  Yorktown.  I  have  also  information 
from  the  Chowan.  Yesterday  there  was  a  large  force  in  Gates  County 
reported  en  route  for  New  Berne ;  thirteen  gunboats  and  transports  in 
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the  Chowan,  apparently  to  take  them  to  New  Berne.  We  have  between 
here  and  \Vilmington  only  about  12,000  available  men;  it  must  be 
doubled.  Can  you  send  us  immediately  15,000  more  men  ?  I  will  write 
you  iii  detail  by  this  evening's  mail.  This  has  been  shown  to  Major- 
General  Smith. 

S.  G.  FEENCH. 

[Indorsement.] 

Read  and  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  Have  you  asked  Gov 
ernor  Vance  to  furnish  militia"?  What  of  the  troops  to  come  from 
Western  Virginia'? 

J.  D. 


WELDON,  N.  C.,  January  G,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

SIR  :  Immediately  after  the  fall  of  New  Berne  I  was  ordered  to  the 
District  of  the  Cape  Fear  and  the  defenses  of  Wilmington,  which  city  I 
fortified  by  a  vast  amount  of  labor;  thence  in  July  I  was  called  to  Pe 
tersburg  in  command  of  the  Departmcot  of  North  Carolina.  Petersburg 
then  had  no  works  of  defense  except  a  trifling  work  on  the  Appomattox. 
This  left  me  a  line  to  defend  from  Drewry's  Bluff  to  South  Carolina, 
with  the  enemy  occupying  an  inland  frontier  line  from  the  James  Eivcr 
to  Beaufort,  N.  C.  My  force  then  was  scarcely  adequate  to  the  task, 
when,  on  the  last  of  August,  I  was  summoned  to  Richmond  by  your 
predecessor,  and  cheerfully — to  strengthen  the  Army  of  the  Potomac — 
reduced  the  force  to  about  ten  regiments,  and  some  of  them  very  small 
ones.  With  this  small  force  the  Black  water  has  been  successfully  de 
fended  against  three  attempts  by  the  enemy  with  large  force  to  cross 
it,  and  Foster's  advance  on  the  Eoanoke  and  their  various  gunboat  ex 
cursions  have  been  defeated,  and  lastly,  without  a  soldier  sent  from 
Richmond  to  Goldsborough  being  brought  into  action,  General  Foster 
was  again  obliged  to  retire  to  New  Berne.  But  to  meet  Foster,  in  the  first 
instance  I  took  all  the  infantry  force  from,  Wilmington  and  all  but  a  city 
guard  from  Petersburg;  in  the  latter  instance  General  Smith  did  the 
same,  to  the  virtual  abandonment  of  those  cities  by  the  forces  of  this 
department.  Now,  again,  there  is  but  one  available  regiment  in  Peters 
burg,  and  the  force  on  the  Blackwater  is  very  much  reduced,  and  we 
cannot  bring  over  12,000  effective  for  the  defense  of  the  line  between  here 
and  Goldsborough.  During  all  this  time  the  enemy  have  been  steadily 
increasing  their  forces,  until  now  I  believe  they  have  at  least  40,000 
men  in  New  Berne,  supported  by  an  undue  proportion  of  artillery  and  a 
large  fleet  of  gunboats.  They  also  have  about  5,000  infantry  in  Suffolk. 
As  we  must  act  on  the  defensive,  it  will  not  be  possible  with  our  means 
of  transportation  on  the  railroad  to  concentrate  them  in  front  of  the 
enemy  should  he  advance  even  on  one  line  ere  he  reaches  the  railroad, 
much  less  should  he  divide  and  threaten  Wilmington  and  Weldon.  I 
mention  all  this  to  give  you  a  brief  account  of  the  progress  of  the  opera 
tions  in  North  Carolina  and  to  show  you  how  it  constantly  causes  the 
change  of  troops.  Now,  every  infantry  soldier  and  officer  who  have 
built  up  the  defenses  of  Petersburg  aiid  the  Blackwater  and  are  familiar 
with  the  topography  of  the  country  are  gone.  This  is  a  military  error, 
in  my  opinion;  but  it  could  not  have  been  avoided,  yet  it  may  be  reme 
died.  But  my  object  chiefly  is  to  inform  you  of  the  condition  of  affairs 
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on  the  line  and  to  ask  for  re-enforcements.  As  I  have  stated,  there  are 
at  least  40,000  men  in  New  Berne,  say  5,000  in  Suffolk,  and  small  forces 
in  other  towns.  We  have  but  about  12,000  men  and  other  2,000  on  the 
Black  water  to  meet  them.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  send  the  timely 
aid  of  at  least  from  12,000  to  15,000  men  ?  Should  the  fortunes  of  war 
be  averse  to  us  it  will  require  double  that  number  to  restore  our  line 
where  it  now  is.  Therefore  it  is  and  because  I  have  labored  assidu 
ously  to  maintain  the  line  so  long  from  the  James  to  Wilmington,  that 
now  that  it  is  imperiled  I  ask  timely  aid,  which  I  trust  yon  may  be  able 
to  send.  I  mentioned  to  General  Smith  I  should  write  you,  and  as  our 
views  of  the  necessity  for  aid  are  the  same,  he  approved  my  doing  so. 
The  State  of  North  Carolina  is  in  danger.  I  inclose  you  some  communi 
cations  just  received. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  most  respectfully, 

S.  G.  FEENCH, 
Major -General,  Cornel  g.  Department  of  Nortli  Carolina. 

[Inclosure  !No.  1.] 

NEAR  BARFIELD,  N.  0.,  January  5,  1863. 
Col.  [D.  D.]  FEREBEE: 

SIR:  There  arc  12,000  Yankee  troops  in  the  counties  of  Gates  and 
Chowan  on  their  way  to  re-enforce  General  Foster  at  New  Berne. 
Thirteen  gunboats  and  transports  made  their  appearance  at  Colerain, 
in  Bertie  County,  this  morning.  It  is  thought  that  they  are  going  to 
take  on  the  12,000  Yankee  troops  at  Holly  Wharf,  or  Dillard's  farm. 
Others  think  they  are  gone  by  the  way  of  the  new  canal  down  to  Ply 
mouth  and  from  there  to  New  Berne.  There  is  no  doubt  in  the  world 
of  their  going  to  New  Berne.  I  have  seen  several  gentlemen  who  have 
seen  them,  and  they  all  agree  that  New  Berne  is  certainly  their  destina 
tion.  There  are  a  good  many  desertions  from  their  army,  and  they  all 
say  that  they  are  going  to  re-enforce  New  Berne. 

D.  W.  LEWIS, 
Lieutenant,  Comdg.  Pickets  on  tlic  Choivan  River. 

[Indorsement.] 

WELDON,  N.  C.,  January  7,  1863. 

I  respectfully  forward  this  note,  but  I  have  some  doubts  about  the 
correctness  of  the  information. 

S.  G.  FBENCH, 

Major-  General. 

[Inclosuro  No.  2.] 

KINSTON,  N.  C.,  January  6,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH: 

Captain  Whitford  reports  fifty  steamers  at  New  Berne;  about  50,000 
troops;  Generals  Naglee,  Peck,  and  Davis.  Naglee,  he  supposes,  will 
march  on  Wilmington,  while  Foster  will  attack  this  place  and  Weldon. 
Nnglee's  division  is  15,000  strong.  The  prisoners  state  that  the  troops 
have  no  tents.  Hard  bread  and  beef  cattle  all  brought  from  Yorktown. 
The  enemy  says  that  he  will  destroy  the  railroad  between  Weldon  and 
Wilmington  to  prevent  re-enforcements  reaching  Wilmington. 

JS.  G.  EVANS, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
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FREDERICKSBURG,  January  G,  1803. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON: 

Baiisom  should  be  in  Richmond  to-night.    Advance  him,  if  necessary, 
troops  from  Richmond,  Petersburg,  &c. 

Let  me  know  what  is  done  and  what  more  is  wanted. 

I  do  not  believe  the  force  at  New  Berne  is  as  large  as  reporte'd. 

R.  E.  LEE. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  January  7,  18G3. 
General  BEAUREGARD,  Charleston  : 

Your  dispatch  received.  Special  messenger  from  G.  W.  [Smith]  just 
arrived.  G.  W.  writes  General  Lee  says  Wilmington  must  be  defended 
at  all  hazards.  Enemy  are  concentrating  very  heavily  at  New  Berne. 
Don't  you  think  movements  of  your  troops  ought  to  begin?  It  will 
make  great  difference  in  my  maneuvers  if  they  are  here  in  time. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING. 


CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  January  7,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  IT.  0.  WHITING,  Wilmington,  N.  C.: 
Miij.  Gen.  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH,  Goldsborough,  N.  C. : 

I  cannot  read  telegram.  I  send  by  mail  a  new  copy  of  cipher.  I 
may  be  able  to  send  5,000  in  all  to  Wilmington,  provided  rapid  trans 
portation  can  be  had.  If  enemy  divide  his  forces  we  must  concentrate 
on  one  point,  sacrificing  less  important  one,  and  then  defeat  him  every 
where  in  succession. 

G.  T.  BEATJREGARD. 


ENGINEER  BUREAU, 
Richmond,  January  7,  1803. 

Capt,  E.  T.  D.  MYERS, 

Chief  Engineer  Piedmont  Railroad,  Danville,  Va.: 

CAPTAIN  :  Inclosed  is  sent  authority  from  the  Secretary  of  War  re 
cently  granted  for  you  to  take  possession  of  50  per  cent,  of  the  unlaid 
iron  belonging  to  the  Western  North  Carolina  Railroad,  the  Raleigh 
and  Gaston  Railroad,  the  Atlantic  and  North  Carolina  Railroad,  and 
the  Virginia  Central  Railroad;  also  authority  to  take  possession  of  all 
the  iron  in  the  Clarksville  and  Keysville  road,  the  Port  WalthalL  road, 
and  the  York  River  road  beyond  the  Pamunkey. 

I  presume,  captain,  it  is  unnecessary  to  urge  upon  you  the  importance 
of  appointing  promptly  energetic  agents  to  secure  this  iron  without 
delay.  The  enemy  seem  to  be  systematically  threatening  our  great 
lines  of  communication,  and  your  link  may  in  consequence  become  one 
of  vital  consequence. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
Colonel  of  Engineers  and  Chief  of  Bureau. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Weldon,  N.  C.,  January  7,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  recently  re 
ceived  from  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Array;  also  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Edward  Stanly  addressed  to  General  Foster,  and  a  copy  of  my 
reply  to  him.*  As  I  may  expect  an  answer  from  General  Foster  I 
should  be  pleased  to  know  in  advance  if  these  negroes  will  be  returned 
to  their  owners  provided  this  Government  will  return  those  they  have 
abducted.  I  have  received  several  letters  and  have  written  him  sev 
eral  touching  the  outrages  that  have  been  committed  by  his  troops. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  G.  FEEtfCH, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

I  hope  my  letter  will  meet  your  approval. 


ADJUTANT  AND  INSPECTOR  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

Richmond,  Va.,  January  8,  1863. 
General  G.  T.  BEAUREGTARD, 

Charleston,  S.  C.: 

Throw  into  Wilmington  the  number  sent  before,  say,  as  we  suppose, 
5,000  men  in  all.  Beyond  that  exercise  your  own  judgment  in  contin 
gencies.  The  Secretary  has  telegraphed  to  urge  the  additional  trans 
portation  you  desired  in  your  late  dispatch. 

S.  COOPEE, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  January  8,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  : 

I  will  send  you  same  amount  of  troops  as  before.     First  regiment  will 
leave  to-morrow  morning;  then  rapidly  as  possible. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  January  8,  1863. 
General  S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

WU1  send  same  number  of  troops  to  Wilmington  as  supposed  by  De 
partment.  First  regiments  will  leave  to-morrow  morning  ;  others  rapidly 
as  possible. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 

*  Seo  Foster  to  French,  December  31,  1862,  p.  497,  and  French's  reply  of  January 
C,  1803,  p.  505. 
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WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond)  Va.,  January  8, 1863. 

His  Excellency  ZEBULON  B.  VANCE, 

Governor  of  North  Carolina,  Raleigh,  JV.  C. : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
Governor  of  Virginia,  which  will  indicate  to  you  the  measures  which 
have  been  agreed  upon  between  His  Excellency  and  the  Department  to 
meet  the  existing  emergency.  May  I  not  suggest  to  Your  Excellency  the 
importance  of  similar  action  in  North  Carolina  to  aid  in  repelling  the 
threatened  movement  of  the  enemy  upon  the  railroad  connections  of 
your  State  f 

With  high  consideration,  your  obedient  -servant. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Inclosure.] 

WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  January  7,  1863. 
His  Excellency  JOHN  LETCHER, 

Governor  of  Virginia  : 

SIR  :  In  view  of  the  menacing  movements  of  the  enemy  in  North  Car 
olina  with  the  intent  of  striking  at  the  railroad  connections  in  that  State, 
and  perhaps  of  invading  Virginia,  I  am  instructed  by  the  President  re 
spectfully  to  suggest  to  your  consideration  the  propriety  of  calling  out 
the  militia  in  all  the  counties  near  to  the  North  Carolina  line,  in  prepa 
ration  to  aid  in  repelling  any  such  enterprise.  The  call  might  be  limited 
to  those  of  the  exempted  classes  and  those  above  the  age  of  forty  at  the 
same  time.  This  Department  will  call  on  all  subject  to  the  conscript 
law  in  such  counties  to  come  forward  and  report  at  suitable  places  of 
rendezvous.  Thus  the  whole  arms-bearing  i>opulation  may  be  promptly 
commanded  for  temporary  emergency. 

With  high  consideration  and  esteem,  most  respectfully,  yours, 

j.  A.  SED'DON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  January  8,  1863. 
[General  G.  T.  BEAUREOARD  :] 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL:  I  send  you  an  incomplete  sketch,  which  you 
can  have  copied  and  returned.  It  will  help  you  to  some  idea  of  my 
position.  I  also  send  G.  W.  Smith's  note,  received  last  night.  These 
will  be  handed  you  by  Mr.  Hazell,  of  my  headquarters,  a  young  gentle 
man  from  South  Carolina.,  who  has  already  borne  a  brave  part  in  eleven 
battles.  I  think  General  Lee's  remark  somewhat  funny.  To  turn  to 
the  map.  We  should  consider,  in  attacking  Wilmington,  the  enemy  hav 
ing  his  base  in  New  Berne  and  Beaufort  he  may  make  his  choice  of  two 
modes  of  attack — one  to  send  on  his  iron-clads  in  advance  and  attempt, 
by  the  reduction  of  the  forts,  to  clear  the  way  for  his  transports  into 
the  lower  harbor,  whence  he  could  advance  upon  the  city  both  by  fleet 
and  land ;  the  other  to  inarch  either  from  Swansborough  or  Topsail  In 
let,  take  the  forts  and  river  batteries  in  reverse,  and  attempt  the  town, 
with  the  fall  of  which  that  of  the  forts  would  ensue.  The  latter  course 
is  not  probable.  To  Swansborough  he  can  come  either  overland  from 
New  Berne  or  by  railroad  to  Beaufort,  and  then  overland  or  by  water 
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from  Beaufort  through  the  Sounds  in  light-draught  steamers.  He  would 
probably  use  all  these.  If  he  came  to  Topsail  [Fillet]  he  would  be  com 
pelled  to  have  a  sea-going  fleet  of  transports,  and  until  or  unless  he 
were  sure  of  his  harbor  he  would  scarcely  attempt  that.  Suppose  him 
on  the  advance  and  on  the  line  of  New  River,  distant  by  the  road  be 
tween  40  and  50  miles  from  the  city.  There  are  two  roads,  one  called 
the  Holly  Shelter  road,  which  follows  the  Northeast  Branch  of  the 
Cape  Fear,  and  the  other  the  Sound  or  Plank  road  near  the  coast. 
These  fork  a  short  distance  from  Onslow,  which  is  50  miles  from  here 
and  separated  by  the  great  Holly  Shelter  Swamp.  There  is  no  com 
munication  between  them  until  within  15  miles  of  the  city.  Except  for 
cavalry  and  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  Northeast  Railroad  Bridge 
I  do  not  think  he  will  use  Holly  Shelter  road  in  force.  Every  consid 
eration  would  keep  him  to  the  coast.  Communication  all  along  with 
his  gunboats,  supplies,  &c.,  would  all  influence  him,  together  with  the 
fact  that  he  would  have  no  bridges  and  rains  would  not  hurt  the  sandy 
road.  But  it  is  of  the  first  importance  that  I  should  be  able  to  check  him 
on  this  road  at  a  distance  of  one  day's  march,  say,  from  the  city  (I  would 
not  put  it  farther  on  account  of  my  own  troops,  supplies,  &c.),  and  be 
cause  I  should  be  enabled  to  hold  the  Northeast  Bridge  to  delay  his 
advance  until  I  could  be  supplied  with  re-enforcements  sufficient  to  en 
able  me  to  prevent  him  from  attacking  the  town  and  Fort  Fisher  and 
river  batteries  in  the  rear  at  the  same  time,  which  he  would  assuredly 
do  were  I  compelled  from  paucity  of  force  to  fall  back  at  once  upon 
my  intrenchments.  The  longer  he  can  be  kept  olf  the  more  uncertain 
he  is  iis  to  our  weakness,  and  time  is  given  to  G.  W.  [Smith]  to  effect 
with  his  troops  a  heavy  diversion  in  my  favor,  either  by  crossing  or 
heading  the  Northeast  Branch  of  Cape  Fear  (see  map — there  is  a  bridge 
over  Cape  Fear  near  Bannerman  and  South  Washington)  •  or,  suppos 
ing  me  to  have  saved  the  Northeast  Bridge,  to  throw  his  force  in  the 
city  and,  combined,  attack  instead  of  defending.  If  Foster  presses  on 
to  the  close  neighborhood  of  town,  my  troops  being  within  the  outer 
line,  he  with  his  force  can  keep  us  in  (if,  indeed,  with  my  present  num 
bers  we  can  keep  him  out)  while  he  at  his  leisure  by  tlie  Old  Brunswick 
road  (see  sketch)  takes  Fort  Fisher  and  the  river  batteries  in  reverse. 

It  is  this  difficulty  which  makes  so  necessary  the  presence  of  a  movable 
column  to  maneuver  in  defense  of  Wilmington,  especially  against  a 
land  attack,  and  to  force  the  enemy  to  a  choice  in  his  operations — one 
or  the  other.  The  immediate  vicinity  presents  no  strong  features  and 
no  obstacles — open,  piney  woods,  where  numbers  must  tell.  The  extent 
of  the  outer  line  of  intrenchments,  which,  by  the  way,  are  not  formid 
able  in  people,  is  too  great  entirely  for  the  troops  I  have  here  now.  We 
are  using  such  time  as  will  be  allowed  us  to  strengthen  the  outpost  posi 
tions.  I  have  Stevens  at  the  Northeast  Bridge  and  Island  Creek  with 
two  batteries  and  Harrison  on  the  plank  road  about  1G  miles  from  the 
city  with  two  batteries.  At  the  latter  point,  had  Gist  his  troops  here, 
we  might  trouble  the  enemy  greatly.  I  send  you  these  maps. 

Please  have  a  tracing  made  of  the  country  lying  between  the  Trent, 
the  Wilmington  and  Weldon  Railroad,  and  the  Cape  Fear,  and  send 
back  as  soon  as  possible.  Gist  says  you  have  no  map.  Yon  will  see 
what  a  terrible  effect  the  taking-  of  Wilmington  will  have  on  Charleston 
and  your  whole  department  by  examining  this  map  ;  also  that  if  beaten 
the  relics  of  my  force,  if  any  escape,  will  ha.ve  a  very  troublesome  route. 
If  satisfied  that  the  enemy  are  approaching  me  with  a  very  heavy  force 
perhaps  I  may  have  to  see  you  in  person  to  work  out  the  problem 
whether  Foster,  with  30,000  or  40,000  Yankees,  is  equal  to  three  old  en- 
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gineers,  with  7,000  or  8,000  Southrons.  I  am  very  much  obliged  for 
Gist.  He  is  cool,  sensible,  and.  brave.  Do  not  forget  to  send  back 
that  map.  I  cannot  spare  it.  You  might  in  a  short  time  have  the 
State  east  of  Wilmington  and  Weldon  Railroad  traced  off.  You  will 
perceive  some  notes  on  the  sketch  in  pencil.  The  Brunswick  River  has 
been  strangely  neglected  heretofore.  Only  a  few  rows  of  piles  have 
been  placed  to  obstruct  it.  I  have  for  the  purpose  neither  material  nor 
machinery.  Have  erected  as  many  batteries  as  I  had  guns  to  spare, 
and  shall  put  a  number  of  Rains'  torpedoes  down.  What  they  will  do 
I  do  not  know.  The  town  can  be  approached,  supposing  the  enemy  in 
possession  of  the  lower  river  and  batteries,  by  the  way  of  Brunswick 
River,  cutting  the  railroad  bridge  of  the  Manchester  Railroad  without 
crossing  under  fire.  This  was  a  great  oversight  during  the  past  year. 
You  will  observe  the  pencil-marked  position  of  Fort  Saint  Philip.  The 
position  is  good  and  the  work  pretty  well  made,  but  the  guns  are  too 
light,  and  what  is  worse  are  unbanded — those  that  are  rifled.  It  forms 
the  left  of  a  line  of  works  put  up  to  command  the  Smithville  and  Wil 
mington  road.  (See  map.)  These  works  force  the  enemy,  unless  he 
could  carry  them  around  Green  Swamp.  But  he  would  never  take 
that  side  of  the  river,  and  I  do  not  attach  much  importance  to  them. 
I  have  mentioned  the  importance  I  attach  to  have  sufficient  force  to 
compel  the  enemy  to  make  his  choice  between  Fort  Fisher  and  the 
town  ;  that  is,  the  one  or  the  other,  not  both  at  once.  Or  to  explain  : 
I  ought  to  have  a  force  the  presence  of  which  at  Wilmington  would 
compel  an  attacking  enemy  to  reduce  the  town  by  itself  first,  not  hav 
ing  it  in  his  power  to  sit  down  before  the  town  and  at  the  same  time  be 
able  to  move  on  Fort  Fisher  and  thus  make  an  easy  entrance  for  his 
fleet.  You  will  see  on  consulting  the  sketch  that  the  presence  of  a 
maneuvering  force  resting  on  Wilmington  would  make  a  march  to 
Confederate  Point  or  a  division  of  the  enemy's  forces  hazardous.  The 
absence  of  such  a  force  puts  everything  in  his  power.  If  forced  from 
paucity  of  men  simply  to  man  my  lines  why,  of  course,  the  whole  vicinity 
east  of  the  town  is  open  to  him,  and  he  can  send  at  his  leisure  and  take 
the  river  batteries. 

I  would  like  to  have  a  talk  with  you.  Maps  'and  hurriedly-written 
letters  give  so  little  idea  as  compared  with  sight  and  hearing.  The 
yellow  fever  has  been  a  terrible  obstacle  to  the  works  about  this  place. 
On  my  arrival  here  six  weeks  ago  everything  had  been  at  a  stand-still 
for  a  long  time  and  almost  all  had  to  be  reorganized.  Fort  Caswell, 
being  a  fort  of  the  old  United  States,  seems  to  have  been  considered 
finished  and  perfect  (probably  out  of  regard  for  General  Totteu),  and 
was  not  strengthened.  I  am  building  iron  casemates  as  fast  as  I  can. 
A  battery  which  I  put  up  eighteen  months  ago  to  command  the  bar  was 
taken  down,  I  believe,  for  fear  it  might  be  taken  and  used  in  the  fort. 

It  is  a  hard  place  to  defend,  this,  and  a  hard  position.  I  hope  you 
will  not  think  me  importunate.  I  have  demonstrated  over  arid  over 
again  to  the  War  Department  the  importance  of  the  place  to  the  whole 
country,  the  war,  to  Richmond,  and  to  Charleston  ;  shown  hoAV  it  affects 
the  blockade — for  it  is  the  easiest  place  on  the  coast  for  the  runners  and 
hardest  for  the  enemy — and  asked  for  what  I  thought  necessary.  I  do 
not  complain.  I  suppose  they  could  not  aid  me  or  they  would  have 
done  it.  Since  you  and  [General]  G.  AV.  [Smith]  have  come  to  my  assist 
ance  I  feel  much  better.  The  gunboats  are  not  near  completion.  They 
would  be  invaluable,  if  ready.  The  fever  again  stopped  them  or  they 
would  now  be  ready.  As  they  are  they  increase  my  embarrassments,  for 
I  have  to  provide  for  sending  them  up  the  river  in  case  of  disaster  and 
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protect  them  after  they  are  moved.  If  they  were  oiily  ready,  one  at 
Fort  Fisher  and  one  at  [Fort]  Caswell,  then  let  them  come.  One  is 
launched  and  has  her  wooden  shield  on,  the  other  on  the  ways.  I  have 
steamers  ready  to  tow  them  up  the  river,  and  have  already  constructed 
batteries  on  the  high  bluff  of  the  Cape  Fear  below  the  point  to  which 
the  gunboats  can  go.  Can  you  send  over  an  engineer  officer  whose 
judgment  could  be  relied  on  for  throwing  up  temporary  field  works  and 
obstructions  "I  I  have  just  received  your  telegrams  relative  to  strategic 
matters.  I  do  not  think  Raleigh  enters  into  the  matter  for  the  present, 
nor  do  I  regard  either  of  them  in  the  light  of  cities  ;  that  is  to  say,  so 
much  property.  The  enemy  having  already  possession  of  Tybee  and 
Pulaski,  I  cannot  regard  Savannah  as  of  any  strategic  importance.  It 
is  a  place,  to  be  sure,  and  one  which  we  hope  to  hold  ;  but  it  is  an  ex 
tremity,  not  an  artery.  To  me  it  appears  plain  that  for  the  winter  the 
main  operations  of  the  enemy  will  take  place  in  North  Carolina,  whether 
their  object  be  Eichmond  or  Charleston.  The  enemy  will  not  divide  his 
attack  on  all  three  of  the  places  you  suggest  5  he  will  take  one  or  the 
other.  If  he  goes  toward  Wcldon  and  Petersburg  it  is  plain  that  Fos 
ter's  large  concentration  is  to  co-operate  Avith  Burnside,  and  Richmond 
is  the  point.  If  here,  it  is  a  separate  invasion,  though  collaterally  affect 
ing  Eichmond  and  Charleston,  and  the  Caroliuas  are  the  object.  I  have 
always  been  of  the  opinion  that  Wilmington  would  be  attacked  before 
Charleston,  if  the  enemy  have  any  sense.  If  it  is  saved,  Charleston 
will  not  be  troubled  ;  if  it  falls,  Charleston  will  not  be  long  in  following, 
though  locally  it  might  hold  out  for  a  time.  Look  at  the  map.  It  is 
for  you  to  decide  whether  you  will  risk  your  troops,  as  also  the  relative 
value  of  different  points.  I  have  no  more  time  just  at  this  present, 
but  am,  truly,  yours, 

[W.  H.  0.]  WHITING, 

[Brigadier- General.] 

[In  closure.] 

GOLDSBOROUGII,  K.  C.,  January  7,  18G3. 
[Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  WHITING:] 

GENERAL  :  I  returned  last  night.  General  Lee  advises  that  we  draw' 
troops  from  the  State  of  North  Carolina  for  her  defense,  and  adds  that 
Wilmington  must  be  defended  at  all  hazards.  I  have  just  inquired  of 
you  by  telegraph,  asking  what  number  of  Beauregard's  troops  yon  have 
and  in  what  contingency  you  will  have  to  give  them  up.  I  have  here 
Daniel's  and  Davis'  brigades.  Pettigrew  is  at  Rocky  Mount ;  French, 
with  a  brigade,  at  Weldon.  Pry  or  has  four  regiments  on  the  Black- 
water,  and  Ransom,  with  two  brigades,  arrived  in  Richmond  last  night. 
The  enemy  are  concentrating  at  New  Berne,  and  there  is  a  force  (re 
ported  12,000)  in  Gates  County  threatening  Weldon,  or  ready  to  be 
transported  by  water  to  New  Berne  or  other  points.  I  still  have  hopes 
that  we  will  receive  additional  troops  from  General  Lee's  army,  but  if 
they  are  not  faster  they  will  be  too  late.  If  Beauregard  can  furnish 
you  with  troops  enough  to  hold  them  at  bay  long  enough  for  us  to  come 
to  your  relief,  all  will  be  well.  If  he  cannot  I  will,  if  possible,  send 
enough  to  enable  you  to  hold  on  until  more  troops  can  be  brought  from 
above.  Write  me  fully. 

Verv  truly,  your  friend, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-  General. 


iff       *"^ ' —     -O   •» 
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WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C. 

Richmond,  Va.,  January 
His  Excellency  ZEBULON  B.  VANCE, 

Governor  of  Nortli  Carolina: 

SIR:  I  send  you  herewith  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  General  Robert 
E.  Lee,  just  received.*  It  explained  his  views  in  relation  to  the  threat 
ened  movements  of  the  enemy  on  your  State  and  his  inability  to  supply 
the  re- enforcements  which  would  be  desirable  for  your  defense.  You 
will  observe  that  he,  like  myself,  relies,  in  the  existing  deficiency  of 
regular  troops,  on  the  patriotism  and  valor  of  the  citizens  of  your  State, 
and  seeks  to  know  whether  the  presence  of  one  of  his  most  distinguished 
generals  (General  D.  H.  Hill  of  your  State)  might  not  prove  advanta 
geous  in  rousing  and  stimulating  the  people  and  in  counseling  and  co 
operating  with  the  State  authorities.  On  this  subject  I  wish  to  defer  to 
your  judgment  and  wishes,  of  which  I  should  be  pleased  to  be  advised. 
Before  receiving  this  letter  from  General  Lee  I  had  taken  the  liberty 
respectfully  to  suggest  for  your  consideration  a  call  I  had  made  on  the 
Governor  of  Virginia  for  the  aid  of  the  militia,  and  to  request,  if  it  met 
your  approbation,  that  a  similar  call  should  be  made  in  North  Carolina 
by  the  State  on  its  militia,  and  by  the  Confederate  Government  on  the 
conscripts.  By  such  means  I  hope  adequate  aid  may  be  obtained  to 
repel  the  threatened  invasion  of  your  State. 

With  high  respect  and  esteem,  very  truly,  yours, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  N.  <7.,  January  9,  1863. 

Colonel  HARRISON,  Commanding  Brigade  : 

COLONEL:  Having  secured  your  immediate  position  on  the  road  and 
cleared  away  the  brush  in  front  of  the  works,  proceed  to  the  full  extent 
of  your  implements  and  force  to  the  construction  of  obstacles  and  de 
fensive  works  to  the  right  of  your  position,  at  all  points  where  the  enemy 
might  endeavor  to  turn  your  right,  just  as  if  you  were  to  have  5,000  men 
instead  of  only  your  present  command.  For  one  species  of  obstacles  I 
would  recommend  parties  of  ax-men,  under  intelligent  officers,  to  follow 
the  course  of  the  little  miry  runs  on  the  low  ground  to  the  left  and 
right  of  the  old  field,  to  fell  trees  and  make  a  difficult  abatis  on  this  side 
of  the  crests  or  rises  on  this  side — a  continuous  line  of  log  breastworks 
for  skirmishers  and  riflemen ;  clear  out  brush  and  undergrowth  in  the 
field  of  fire  on  the  opposite  side,  and  fell  trees  in  line  and  at  random  to 
throw  opposing  movements  into  confusion,  taking  care  to  have  our  own 
side  masked.  For  road-cutters,  press  the  negro  and  salt-wTorkcrs  gener 
ally.  With  a  little  instruction  and  under  superintendence  of  intelligent 
officers  they  will  soon  learn.  As  well  as  I  recollect  the  little  sketch  here 
is  something  like  the  old  field. t 

I  would  here  a  little  in  advance  of  the  road  throw  up  two  crcmaillcre 
lines,  selecting  the  most  commanding  ground,  one  following  somewhat 
the  direction  a  o  toward  the  pond,  the  other  that  of  c  a,  thrown  well  to 
your  rear.  On  the  right  of  the  pond,  again,  similar  works  might  be 
made  where  sufficiently  open  country  occurs.  The  cover  also  for  the 
batteries  heretofore  proposed  for  Sudberry's  Crossing  may  also  be  con 
structed,  together  with  infantry  cover.  I  must  leave  a  great  deal  to  your 

*  See  Leo  to  Seddou,  January  5,  p.  819.  t  Omitted  as  unimportant. 
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judgment,  not  being;  able  to  be  oil  the  ground  myself,  and  to  that  of 
Lieutenant  Obeuchain.  It  is  possible  that  reconnaissance  in  front  of 
your  position  and  a  short  distance  beyond  the  road  which  leads  from 
the  plank  road  to  Holly  Shelter  may  afford  a  good  site  for  a  small  out 
post  or  advanced  work  for  pickets.  All  of  the  troops  here  with  General 
Gist  commenced  leaving  Charleston  to-day;  so  you  will  soon  have  your 
full  command  and  be  assured  of  able  support.  It  behooves  us  there 
fore  to  work  very  hard  and  rapidly ;  and  although  I  did  not  at  first  glance 
think  very  well  of  that  position,  yet  with  some  labor  and  a  strong  sup 
porting  force  we  shall  be  able  materially  to  check,  if  not  defeat,  the 
enemy's  advance.  General  Gist  will  visit  your  shortly. 
Very  respectful!  v, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


GOLDSBOKOUGH,  January  9,  18G3. 
Hon.  JAMBS  A.  SEDDON,  Secretary  of  War  : 

I  returned  this  evening  from  Ealeigh,  which  place  I  visited  at  the 
solicitation  of  Governor  Vance.  I  sent  you  telegram  from  there  last 
night,  saying  it  was  not  advisable  to  call  out  the  militia  tit  this  time, 
and  1  will  add  that  I  do  not  think  it  ever  will  be  advisable  to  do  so.  I 
telegraphed  at  the  same  time  that  1  purposed  ordering  Kan  sours  divis 
ion  into  North  Carolina.  I  would  have  done  this  whilsjt  at  Richmond 
had  I  felt  at  liberty  to  act  in  the  case  upon  my  own  judgment,  and  will 
do  it  from  here  at  once  as  soon  as  a  movement  of  the  enemy  in  force  is 
known.  But  as  my  general  views  have  been  laid  before  the  Department 
and  General  Lee,  and  the  latter  only  detached  Ransom's  division  for  the 
protection  of  Richmond  and  Petersburg,  I  refrain  from  ordering  it  far 
ther  on  mere  anticipated  action  of  the  enemy;  but  it  is  needed  here,  and 
many  more  troops  will  be  required  to  put  us  on  anything  like  equality 
of  numbers  with  the  enemy. 

General  Beauregard  has  left  two  regiments  and  a  battalion  at  Wil 
mington.  This,  in  addition  to  Clingman's  brigade,  which  is  about  2,000 
effectives,  makes  General  Whiting's  force  too  small  for  maneuver  far 
from  his  interior  line  of  mtrenchments  and  materially  lessens  the  chances 
of  his  being  effectively  aided  by  a  force  from  here.  General  Beauregard 
evidently  considers  it  hazardous-  to  place  any  large  number  of  his  troops 
in  Wilmington  when  there  is  any  prospect  of  the  iron-clads  taking  pos 
session  of  the  Cape  Fear.  There  is  much  reason  in  this  view  of  the  case. 

From  information  received  from  Beaufort  and  New  Berne  it  is  not  only 
certain  that  the  enemy  is  concentrating  rapidly  at  New  Berne  through 
the  Sound  and  by  sea  through  Beaufort,  but  that  had  not  their  principal 
iron-clad  vessel  been  lost  and  others  injured  they  would  in  all  proba 
bility  ere  this  have  made  a  combined  attack  by  land  and  sea  upon  Wil 
mington.  I  have  no  great  confidence  that  either  Fort  Caswell  or  Fort 
Fisher  can  prevent  the  passage  of  heavy  iron-clad  steamers  into  the 
river.  If  either  of  these  forts  are  passed  by  such  vessels  both  forts  will 
fall.  A  storm  at  sea  has  deferred  the  time  of  attack.  We  have,  I  hope, 
still  time  enough  to  get  ready  for  them. 

General  Lee's  letter  to  me,  which  I  showed  you  the  night  before  I  left 
Richmond,  has  almost  deterred  me  from  referring  further  to  the  subject 
of  re-enforcements  from  that  end  of  the  line:  but  I  beg  that  you  will 
bear  in  mind  that  it  is  far  more  easy  to  hold  Wilmington  than  to  retake 
it.  The  same  is  true  of  other  points  in  this  State  and  true  of  the  State 
itself. 
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1  send  you  with  this  copies  of  communications  just  received  from  Gen 
eral  Whiting  and  General  Beauregard.  1  may  have  to  re-enforce  Wil 
mington  from  here.  1  have  one  brigade  at  Kiuston,  about  1,200  ;  two 
here,  one  of  1 ,300,  the  other  about  3,000.  Ransom's  two  brigades  should 
have  been  sent  at  once  and  should  be  rapidly  following.  Please  let  me 
know  as  soon  as  possible  whether  General  Lee  can  look  after  Richmond 
and  Petersburg  if  Ransom's  troops  are  ordered  here,  and  decide  wrhat 
additional  forces  if  any  are  to  be  sent.  It  is  very  important  that  I  should 
know  what  force  I  am  to  have  and  that  I  have  it  in  hand  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours,  • 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-  General. 

[Tuclosures.] 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  January  7,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH: 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL:  Yours  j.ust  received.  I  would  have  been  all 
right  had  Beauregard  allowed  his  troops  to  remain.  As  it  is,  he  stop 
ped  taking  all  away,  leaving  me  Stevens'  regiment,  Harrison's  regiment, 
and  a  battalion.  These  with  Clingman's  brigade,  three  of  Beauregard's 
batteries,  and  my  three,  make  my  present  disposable  force.  It  is  not 
enough  to  hold  the  enemy,  in  such  a  country  as  the  plank  road,  at  a 
distance  from  town,  if  he  comes  in  the  force  represented  or  even  half 
of  that.  And  to  keep  him  at  a  distance  is  all  important,  because  that 
is  my  only  way  to  save  the  Northeast  Bridge.  I  send  you  Beauregard's 
telegraph  to  me.  But  if  Wilmington  is  the  point  menaced  and  I  believe 
it  is,  those  troops  ought  to  be  here  to  enable  me  to  maneuver.  General 
Lee's  remarks  about  drawing  troops  from  North  Carolina,  and  then  add 
ing  that  Wilmington  must  be  defended  at  ail  hazards,  rather  crowds  me. 
If  I. could  possibly  have  those  5,000  here  I  could  stop  the  enemy  15  miles 
from  here  and  keep  his  hands  full,  besides  saving  the  Northeast  [Bridge], 
which  is  important  to  your  movement  whether  you  intend  to  strike 
him  in  flank  or  rear;  and  of  course  very  important  to  Wilmington.  I 
shall  write  Beauregard  and  also  telegraph  him.  Hadn't  you  better  tele 
graph  him  that  the  movement  of  his  troops  should  commence  at  once. 
I  know  he  had  them  all  ready  to  move,  but  transportation  is  so  fear 
fully  slow. 

Very  tired;  just  off  a  40-mile  reconnaissance  to  eastward. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING. 

CHARLESTON,  January  8,  [1863.] 
Major-General  WHITING  : 

Should  enemy's  iron-dads  or  other  steamers  enter  Cape  Fear  River 
would  not  my  troops  at  Wilmington  be  cut  off  from  possibility  of  return? 
If  so,  ought  Charleston  and  Savannah  to  be  endangered  for  that  city  I 
Weldon,  Raleigh,  and  Wilmington  are  three  objective  points  of  enemy; 
first  two  are  decisive  objectives.  If  all  three  cannot  be  defended  to 
gether  with  strong  probability  of  success,  enemy's  movements  and  our 
available  forces  must  determine  which  to  sacrifice  in  timely  succession 
for  defense  of  most  important  one.  Such  is  my  view  of  present  military 
operations  in  North  Carolina.  Please  answer.* 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


*  Same  to  Cooper  and  Smith. 
53  R  R— VOL  XVIII 
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[Indorsement.] 

JANUARY  10, 1863. 

\ Note  in  pencil  on  Smith's  letter.] 

The  exempts  for  Confederate  service  should  be  fitted  out  for  emer 
gency.    The  Government  has,  I  suppose,  the  power. 

J.  D. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Kinston,  N.  (7.,  January  9,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH, 

Comdg.  Distrtct  of  North  Carolina,  Weldon,  N.  C.: 
GENERAL  :  I  received  your  letter  last  night  and  telegraphed  what  I 
learned  from  our  underground  railroad.  "Eeliable"  says  that  on  Mon 
day,  the  4th  instant,  Foster  was  shipping  his  Napoleon  guns  all  day, 
but  could  not  learn  their  destination.  He  reports  also  that  a  long 
black  steamer,  with  light  Dahlgren  guns  and  two  pivot  guns,  one  each 
in  the  bow  and  stern,  [had  arrived.]  She  is  intended  for  Wilmington 
and  is  to  enter  the  harbor  as  the  Alabama,  the  enemy  firing  at  her  as 
she  passes.  She  is  to  sail  under  Confederate  colors.  This  I  think  prob 
able.  I  have  my  pickets  within  8  miles  of  New  Berne,  who  keep  me 
advised  of  every  movement.  I  have  learned  that  the  enemy  will  attack 
Weldou,  Wilmington,  and  this  place  at  the  same  time.  Foster  will 
probably  come  this  way,  Heintzelman  go  to  Wilmington,  Peck  and  Cor 
coran  to  Weldon.  Troops  have  been  again  sent  to  Suffolk,  or  were  to 
leave  when  Corcoran  left  Yorktown.  I  am  convinced  Foster  will  not 
attack  me  again  on  the  south  side  of  the  Neuse,  but  will  march  up  the 
left  bank  to  co-operate  with  the  force  (if  necessary)  that  attacks  Wel 
dou.  With  the  two  brigades  now  at  Goldsborough  I  think  I  can  pre 
vent  his  junction  by  attacking  him  as  far  down  as  Contentnea  Creek, 
which  he  will  be  obliged  to  cross  if  he  marches  out  from  New  Berne  to 
attack  Goldsborough.  I  can  also,  if  he  passes  Snow  Hill,  easily  attack 
his  rear.  My  scout  thinks  every  precaution  should  be  taken  to  guard 
the  Weldon  bridge,  as  the  enemy  are  trying  to  bribe  citizens  to  burn  it. 
I  will  keep  you  advised. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient, 

N.  G.  EVANS, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 

Richmond,  January  9,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War  of  the  Confederate  States  : 

SIR  :  Your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  directed  to  the  Governor,  has 

been  received.     He  requests  me  to  inform  you  that  the  requisition  for 

the  militia  has  been  complied  with,  by  the  issue  of  the  necessary  orders 

to  the  adjutant- general  of  this  State,  a  copy  of  which  is  herein  inclosed. 

Very  respectfully, 

GEOEGE  W.  MUNFOED, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

[Inclosnro.] 

The  adjutant-general  will  issue  to  the  proper  officers  orders  calling 
out  immediately  for  a  service  of  six  mouths,,  unless  sooner  discharged, 
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the  militia  of  the  counties  hereinafter  named,  not  called  for  under  the 
conscript  law  of  the  Confederate  States,  embracing  all  the  able-bodied 
men  between  the  ages  of  forty  and  forty-five  years. 

Employes  of  railroad  and  transportation  companies  and  officers  of 
banks,  and  other  persons  who  are  exempt  by  the  laws  of  the  State  and 
Confederate  States,  are  not  liable  to  duty. 

The  rendezvous  will  be  at  Petersburg. 

When  arrived  at  the  rendezvous  the  troops  will  be  reorganized  into 
companies,  battalions,  and  regiments.  The  oldest  commissioned  officers 
present,  of  the  respective  grades  required,  will  be  assigned  to  duty,  and 
supernumeraries  will  be  reduced  to  the  ranks. 

The  troops  will  be  supplied  with  arms  and  ammunition  when  they 
arrive  at  Petersburg. 

The  officers  in  command  of  detachments  will  cause  the  men  to  be 
furnished  with  necessary  provisions  until  mustered  into  service  of  the 
Confederate  States,  and  for  this  purpose  may  purchase  or  impress 
necessaries  and  transmit  the  accounts  therefor  to  the  auditing  board. 

The  counties  upon  which  the  call  is  made  are  the  counties  of  Green 
ville,  Dinwiddie,  the  city  of  Petersburg,  the  counties  of  Brunswick, 
Lunenburg,  Mecklenburg,  Halifax,  Charlotte,  Pittsylvania,  Henry, 
Patrick,  Franklin,  Nottoway,  Prince  Edward,  and  Campbell,  including 
the  city  of  Lynchburg. 

This  call  is  made  by  the  War  Department  by  order  of  the  President 
of  the  Confederate  States.  It  is  of  great  importance  that  the  force 
called  for  be  promptly  furnished  and  organized. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S  OFFICE,  VA., 

No.  — .  )  January  9,  1863. 

The  commandants  of  the  Fiftieth  Regiment,  Greenville  County; 
Eighty-third,  Dinwiddie;  Thirty-ninth,  Petersburg;  Sixty-sixth  and 
Ninety-sixth,  Brunswick;  Seventy- third,  Lunenburg;  Twenty-second 
and  Ninety-eighth,  Mecklenburg;  Sixty-ninth,  Eighty-fourth,  and  One 
hundred  and  seventy -second,  Halifax;  Twenty-sixth,  Charlotte;  Forty- 
second,  One  hundred  and  first,  and  One  hundred  and  sixty-eighth, 
Pittsylvania ;  Sixty-fourth,  Henry ;  Eighteenth  and  One  hundred  and 
fifty-sixth,  Patrick;  Forty-third,  One  hundred  and  tenth,  and  One  hun 
dred  and  ninety-fifth,  Franklin ;  Forty-ninth,  Nottoway ;  Sixty-third, 
Prince  Edward;  Fifty-third  and  One  hundred  and  seventeenth,  Camp 
bell,  and  Thirty-first,  Lynchburg,  will  immediately  call  out,  for  a  service 
of  six  months,  unless  sooner  discharged,  all  the  militiamen  not  called 
for  under  the  conscript  laws  of  the  Confederate  States,  embracing  all 
able-bodied  men  between  the  ages  of  forty  and  forty-five  years. 

Officers  and  employes  of  railroad  and  transportation  companies,  offi 
cers  of  banks,  and  other  persons  who  are  exempt  by  the  laws  of  the 
State  and  Confederate  States,  are  not  subject  to  this  call. 

Where  there  are  no  field  officers  in  a  regiment  the  senior  captain  is 
commandant ;  where  no  captains,  the  senior  lieutenants  of  highest  rank 
command ;  and  all  such  are  peremptorily  required  to  execute  this  order 
without  a  moment's  delay.  They  will  cause  the  men  to  be  assembled 
at  the  most  convenient  places  within  the  respective  regiments  and 
inarched  thence  to  Petersburg,  the  point  of  general  rendezvous,  in 
charge  of  the  officer  highest  in  rank  in  the  regiment.  Require  the  men 
to  bring  with  them  clothing  and  blankets. 

Officers  commanding  detachments  .will  procure  subsistence  for  them, 
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until  mustered  into  service  of  the  Confederate  States,  by  purchase,  if 
practicable ;  if  not,  by  impressment,  and  certify  such  purchases  or  im 
pressments  to  the  auditing  board  at  Richmond. 

Officers  commanding  detachments  will  report  as  fast  as  they  arrive 
at  Petersburg  to  such  officer  in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States 
as  may  be  appointed  to  receive  and  muster  tbeni  into  service.  The 
troops  will  there  be  organized  into  companies,  battalions,  and  regi 
ments,  and  supplied  with  arms  and  ammunition.  They  will,  as  far  as 
practicable,  obtain  railroad  transportation  for  the  detachments  to  the 
place  of  general  rendezvous,  giving  certificates  of  the  number  of  men 
transported,  which  will  be  paid  by  the  State. 

By  command : 

WM.  H.  E1CHAEDSON, 

Adjutant-  General. 


CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  January  10,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Wilmington,  N.  C. : 

Maps  received.  Your  views  of  enemy's  mode  of  attack  on  Wilming 
ton  are  doubtless  correct,  and  I  fully  agree  to  best  point  for  meeting 
him,  provided  he  can  laud  no  considerable  force  in  your  rear.  I  send 
all  forces  I  can  spare  from  this  department ;  same  as  before.  Will  return 
maps. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 

CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  January  10,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH, 

Goldsborough,  N.  C. : 

I  am  sending  Whiting  same  forces  as  before.  Do  not  let  them  be 
taken.  Why  don't  you  apply  for  Lovell  *?  He  is  in  Richmond,  anxious 
for  the  field. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  January  10,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH, 

Goldsboroughj  N.  C. : 

We  think  it  desirable  the  militia  of  North  Carolina  should  be  called 
out.  Can  you  not  encourage  it?  General  Lee  urges  that  Eausom's 
division  should  not  be  ordered  beyond  Drewry's  Bluff.  The  President 
thinks  that  division  likely  to  be  specially  serviceable  in  North  Carolina, 
but  would  approve  of  an  equal  force  being  returned  to  Drewry's  Bluff. 
No  late  news  of  special  interest. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

GOLDSBOROUGH,  N.  C.,  January  10,  1863. 
General  G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

Commanding,  Charleston,  S.  C.  : 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL  :  Your  telegram  of  the  8th  instant  was  received 
last. night -on  my,  return-  from  ^Ealeigh,  I  answered  by  telegraph  that 
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your  opinions  were  well  founded,  but  that  I  thought  the  difficulty  you 
suggested  in  getting  the  troops  back  in  case  the  iron-dads  pass  the 
forts  and  get  into  the  Cape  Fear  could  be  obviated.  It  is  very  im 
portant  for  the  Confederate  Government  to  hold  Wilmington,  and  it  is 
almost  absolutely  necessary  to  this  State.  They  cannot  take  Wilming 
ton  by  land,  I  think,  if  General  Gist  with  the  troops  he  had  there  be 
fore  is  in  the  place  in  time  to  maneuver  in  front  and  check  their  ap 
proach.  I  have  here  and  at  Kinston  a  little  over  5,000  men.  There  are 
three  regiments  at  Kocky  Mount,  half-way  from  Goldsborough  to  Wei- 
don,  and  three  at  Weldon.  I  hope  that  General  Lee  will  yet  see  in 
time  the  necessity  for  transferring  a  portion  of  the  forces  now  in  front 
of  Fredericksburg  to  this  State,  which  I  feel  assured  is  to  be  the  theater 
of  active  operations  this  winter  and  spring.  If  we  can  hold  Wilmington 
and  Weldon  the  enemy,  if  they  penetrate  the  interior  of  the  State,  can 
not  hold  themselves  there.  But  if  they  succeed  at  Wilmington,  and 
once  get  possession  of  it,  we  will  never  get  it  away  from  them.  My 
opinion  is  that  but  for  the  storm  at  sea  which  sent  the  Monitor  to  the 
bottom,  disabled  the  Passaic,  and  sent  the  Galena  no  one  knows  where, 
they  would  before  this  time  have  made  a  combined  attack  by  sea 
and  laud  upon  Wilmington,  and  would  probably  have  succeeded  in 
passing  the  forts  with  their  iron-clads ;  and  if  we  had  been  caught  with 
inadequate  forces  to  resist  and  check  them  on  land  they  would  have 
had  a  comparatively  easy  time  of  it.  But  the  iron-clads  are  foiled  so 
far,  and  if  advantage  is  taken  of  the  delay  they  will  find  themselves 
headed  off  in  every  direction. 

I  cannot  close  this  hurried  letter  without  thanking  you  for  the  prompt 
and  efficient  assistance  you  so  generously  gave  in  December  when  we 
were  seriously  threatened,  and  hope  that  you  will  be  able  to  continue  it 
to  us  now.  I  know  you  will  do  all  you  can.  We  must  combine  and 
contrive  to  beat  them.  I  am  always  glad  to  hear  from  you  and  will 
endeavor  to  write  to  you  often. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-  General. 

Since  writing  this  I  have  received  your  cipher  sent  to  War  Depart 
ment  October  1C,  1862.  The  copy  sent  me  dated  January  7,  1863. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  JV.  0.,  January  10, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH, 

Commanding ,  &c.,  Goldsborougli,  N.  C.  .\ 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL  :  I  send  you  the  inclosed  note,*  although  it  is 
doubtless  exaggerated ;  still  the  very  report  indicates  that  the  war  is 
rapidly  being  transferred  from  Virginia  to  this  State.  I  trust  our  au 
thorities  are  equally  active.  You  may  depend  upon  it  that  Burnside, 
smarting  under  his  terrible  defeat  at  Fredericksburg,  recollecting  his 
successes  in  North  Carolina,  the  plans  he  had  made  to  invade  upset  by 
the  Richmond  battles,  has  induced  Lincoln  to  transfer  the  war,  and 
sensibly,  too,  a  winter  campaign  in  Northern  Virginia  being  out  of  the 
question.  I  have  no  doubt  that  for  the  last  month  troops  have  been 
moving  from  Burnskle's  army  through  by  Suffolk  and  from  outside. 


*Not  found. 
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Foster's  name  and  "to  re-enforce  Foster"  are  words  retained  only  as  a 
blind  because  they  know  that  the  designation  of  any  prominent  general 
would  indicate  their  plans.  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  you  wake  up 
and  find  yourself  in  front  of  Burnside  or  "Little  Mac,"  and  Lee  far  off 
up  yonder.  The  same  circumstances  which  point  the  enemy  to  this  field 
of  war  prevent  Lee  from  moving  on  Washington.  Indeed  that  magnifi 
cent  army  should  be  hastening  southward.  Tell  nie  your  opinion  and 
what  you  tl^ink  will  be  done.  How  it  will  turn  out  here  I  cannot  tell. 
We  shall  have  a  fight  and  a  heavy  one.  I  fear  your  own  hands  will  be 
so  full  that  you  can  hardly  help  me,  but  I  hope  not. 
Very  respectfully. 

W.  H.  O.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  January  10,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH,  Goldsborough  : 

They  must  be  moving  troops  from  Burnside's  army  through  by  way 
of  Suffolk.  Fifty -five  transports  and  twenty-one  gunboats  are  reported 
at  Beaufort.  If  true,  this  means  outside  work.  A  very  large  force  is 
concentrated  at  Morehead  City.  Depend  upon  it  Burnside  has  induced 
them  to  change  their  programme  from  Virginia  to  this  State. 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING. 


GOLDSBOROUGH,  N.  C.,  January  11,  1863. 

Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

The  following  telegram  just  received  from  General  Whiting  at  Wil 
mington  : 

Have  information  from  [Lieut.  John  S.]  Fairly,  of  my  staff,  at  Swansborougli.  He 
sent  a  man  into  the  lines,  who  reports  that  the  enemy  are  moving  their  troops  to  New 
Berne  as  fast  as  possible  j  that  their  numbers  now  amount  to  75,000  at  New  Berne  and 
15,000  at  Morehead  City,  the  former  to  advance  on  Weldon  by  Kinston,  the  latter  on 
Wilmington ;  reports  that  on  yesterday  and  to-day  they  will  get  all  their  troops  to 
New  Berne,  and  that  the  move  on  Kinston  will  commence  Tuesday  or  Wednesday. 
You  will  need  all  the  forces  that  can  be  got  from  northward.  Yankee  fleet  is  assem 
bling  here. 

The  numbers  are  exaggerated,  but  there  is  no  doubt  but  they  have 
been  largely  re-enforced.  They  have,  I  think,  over  30,000  and  less  than 
40,000  men."  The  troops  at  Petersburg  should  be  placed  at  my  disposal 
at  once  and  others  brought  there  or  to  Richmond. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-  General 


CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  January  11,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  WHITING> 

Wilmington.  N.  C.  : 

Enemy  cannot  be  90,000  strong  under  Foster,  who  had  15,000  before, 
and  he  may  have  received  as  many  more.  I  will  send  with  your  maps 
my  system  for  calculating  enemy's  forces.  It  seldom  fails. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 
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CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  January  11,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  WHITING,  Wilmington,  JV.  C.  : 

Few  enemy's  blockaders  in  sight  this  morning.     Have  you  fortified 
your  advanced  position  by  rifle-pits  and  abatis  ? 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  January  11,  18G3. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Commanding  at  Wilmington,  N.  C. : 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL  :  Your  favor  of  the  8th  instant  and  accompany 
ing  drawings  were  duly  received.  I  telegraphed  you  my  coincidence  in 
your  views  relative  to  the  meditated  attack  of  the  enemy  on  Wilmington 
and  its  proposed  defense  by  you.  We  differ,  however,  in  this  respect — 
that  should  he  have  any  iron-dads  to  operate  with  he  will  first  pass 
and  take  or  silence  your  forts  on  the  river,  and  'then  land  his  forces 
immediately  before  the  city  to  make  a  land  and  water  attack  on  its  de 
fenses,  thereby  cutting  off  your  retreat  across  the  river  to  prevent  you 
from  re- enforcing  Charleston.  Should  it  become  necessary,  your  com 
munications  at  the  same  time  with  Goldsborough  would  be  cut  off  by  a 
strong  movable  column,  which  would  destroy  all  the  rail  and  common 
road  bridges  in  that  direction.  He  would  also  make  a  demonstration 
against  Goldsborough  or  Weldon  to  keep  Smith's  [forces]  there  inactive, 
and  so  operate  as  to  compel  him  to  sacrifice  the  least  important  positions 
in  succession  for  the  protection  of  the  most  important  ones.  This  is 
what  I  meant  in  my  telegram,  and  not  that  they  would  attack  Wilming 
ton,  Baleigh,  and  Weldon  at  one  and  the  same  time.  Wilmington  would 
certainly  be  a  great  loss  to  the  Confederacy,  but  not  as  much  so  as  Ra- 
leigh  and  Weldon,  which  would  give  the  enemy  both  lines  of  communi 
cation  between  the  South  and  Richmond.  Moreover,  the  capital  of  any 
State,  which  to  us  signifies  nothing,  is  an  event  of  great  importance 
in  Europe.  I  will  repeat  here  a  French  proverb,  which  is  as  true  in  war 
as  in  the  ordinary  walks  of  life,  "  Qui  trop  embrasse  mal  etreint."  You 
all  seem  to  be  very  much  in  the  dark  about  the  enemy's  movements  and 
forces,  exaggerating  the  latter  terribly.  This  must  have  a  depressing 
effect  upon  your  troops.  I  always  make  mine  believe  we  are  stronger 
and  the  enemy  is  weaker  by  about  one-third  than  is  actually  the  case. 
After  a  battle  I  reverse  this.  With  a  proper  system  of  spies  all  the 
enemy's  important  movements  ought  to  be  known  to  you,  and  by  count 
ing  his  generals  you  ought  generally  to  know  pretty  nearly  what  his 
forces  are ;  for  instance :  One  brigade  (four  regiments  of  500  effective 
men),  2,000;  one  division  (four  brigades),  8,000;  one  corps  (four  divis 
ions),  32,000 :  cavalry  brigade,  2,000 ;  artillery  (about  three  pieces  for 
1,000  infantry),  ninety-six  pieces.  This  would  give  1  general  command 
ing,  4  major-generals,  and  17  brigadier-generals,  or  22  in  all;  but  the 
Abolitionists  have  generally  colonels  commanding  brigades  for  the  sake 
of  economy.  I  have  my  doubts  whether  Foster  commands  at  this  mo 
ment  more  than  the  above  force,  although  it  may  be  increased  greatly 
ere  long.  By  using  this  table  you  will  find  that  Burnside's  army  of 
three  corps  and  a  reserve  at  Fredericksburg  amounted  to  about  125,000 
or  130,000  men,  with  about  three  hundred  pieces  of  cannon.  Now  that 
the  iron-dads  are  played  out  for  the  present,  I  feel  less  nervous  at  having 
sent  you  my  best  available  troops ;  but  I  hope  they  will  be  returned  in 
time  should  they  be  required  for  the  defense  of  this  department. 
Wishing  you  the  amplest  success,  I  remain,  sincerely,  yours, 

G.>T.  BEAUREGARD, 
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WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Fa-.,  January  11,  18G3. 

Gov.  ZEBULON  B.  YANCE,  Raleigh,  N.  C.  : 

With  the  President's  concurrence  I  recommend  the  calling  out  of  the 
militia  in  North  Carolina  to  such  extent  as  we  can  arm — say  5,000  men. 
The  Governor  of  Virginia  will  call  out  the  militia  from  the  counties  near 
North  Carolina,  and  the  Department  at  the  same  time  calls  for  conscripts 
from  those  counties  to  rendezvous  at  Petersburg.  We  send  every  man 
to  North  Carolina  who  can  be  spared  from  points  not  vital,  but  have  no 
further  regular  troops  at  command.  We  must  rely  on  irregulars  for 
any  further  force. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


GOLDSBOROUGH,  N.  C.,  January  11,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Weldon,  N.  C.  : 

DEAR  GENERAL  :  Yours  of  the  9th  is  received.  In  regard  to  Ransom's 
division  there  is  some  conflict  of  opinion.  General  Lee  ordered  it  to 
Eichmond.  I  ordered  it  to  move  to  Petersburg  without  stopping  in 
Richmond,  take  position  in  that  immediate  vicinity  and  be  held  con 
stantly  in  readiness  to  move  in  any  direction  on  the  shortest  notice. 
General  Lee  objects  to  their  being  this  side  of  Drewry's  Blufi'.  I  ob 
ject  to  their  returning  to  Drewry's  Bluff  unless  that  place  is  attacked, 
and  have  asked  to  be  allowed  to  order  them  into  North  Carolina.  This 
is  objected  to  at  present.  I  consider  this  division  in  transitu  and  can 
determine  nothing  in  regard  to  it  at  present.  Fifty  telegrams  and  let 
ters  have  passed,  I  think,  about  this  division  from  quartermasters,  rail 
road,  State,  and  General  Government  officers.  Have  you  determined 
where  you  desire  the  four  32-pounders  to  be  placed  ?  As  far  as  I  am 
now  advised  it  seems  to  me  that  Weldon  and  Halifax  would  be  suitable 
positions  for  them,  relying  upon  lighter  guns  and  rifles  for  the  defenses 
of  points  lower  down.  Have  you  seen  Colonel  Gwynn  ?  I  directed  him 
to  report  to  you  at  Weldon  and  carry  out  your  instructions.  The  four 
32-pounders  from  Charleston  (ready  to  be  put  in  position  complete)  are 
here  on  the  cars.  As  soon  as  you  determine  where  to  place  them  they 
will  be  sent  forward.  General  Whiting  seems  satisfied  that  Wilming 
ton  will  be  attacked,  and  thinks  that  they  will  occupy  our  attention  at 
Weldon  and  Goldsborough  at  the  same  time.  1  have  written  again  to 
the  War  Department  in  reference  to  sending  re-enforcements,  and  have 
warned  them  that  they  are  losing  time.  I  hope  that  we  will  not  be  too 
late ;  but  we  will  do  the  best. we  can  with  the  means  we  have  and  can 
get  together.  I  am  always  glad  to  hear  from  you.  Write  as  often  and 
fully  as  you  can. 

Yery  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-  General. 

p.  S.— Can  you  not  have  a  bridge  constructed  over  the  Roanoke  at 
Halifax  ?  I  think  it  is  very  important,  and  will,  if  you  require  it,  try  to 
send  you  some  one  to  take  charge  of  it. 
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GOLDSBOROUGH,  N.  C.,  January  12,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH, 

Commanding •,  cJ&c*.,  Weldon,  N.  C. : 

GENERAL  :  You  are  unquestionably  in  com  maud. of  the  forces  on  the 
Blackwater,  those  belonging  to  Petersburg,  and  General  Pettigrew's 
command  at  Kocky  Mount,  <&c. ;  and  there  is  no  order  relieving  Evans 
from  your  command,  nor  have  I  intended  there  should  be,  so  far  as  re 
ports,  returns,  &c.,  are  concerned.  I  mean  the  last  to  apply  to  Evans. 
But  as  long  as  I  am  so  much  closer  to  him  will  give  him  direct  orders  in 
regard  to  bis  movements.  Raus.om  is  considered  in  transitu.  General 
Lee  wishes  him  to  return  to  Drewry's  Bluff.  1  wish  to  bring  him  to 
North  Carolina.  In  case  he  comes  on  at  all,  if  he  stops  short  of  [this 
place]  I  will  order  him  to  report  to  yon.  I  will  direct  the  adjutant-gen 
eral  to  return  any  reports,  returns,  &c.,  which  may  be  forwarded  by  your 
command  without  being  transmitted  through  your  office.  In  regard  to 
the  official  reports,  no  original  reports  had  been  received  in  my  office 
previous  to  your  leaving  here.  They  were  only  copies  sent  for  my  infor 
mation,  and  they  were  returned.  The  reports  were  handed  to  me  by 
Evans  the  day  before  I  left  for  Richmond,  except  that  of  the  chief  engi 
neer.  My  own  report  was  written  hurriedly,  and  I  am  not  certain  what 
is  in  it,  but  remember  distinctly  making  up  my  mind  neither  to  blame 
nor  praise  any  one,  nor  go  into  particulars,  but  to  make  the  report  in  the 
barest  outline  and  refer  for  particulars  to  the  sub-reports.  I  am  sorry 
that  any  omissions  have  given  you  concern,  but  allow  me  to  say,  first, 
that  Evans'  report  should  have  been  made  to  you,  and  you  should  have 
reported  to  me.-  It  is  perhaps  my  fault  that  I  allowed  him  to  hand  me 
his  report  while  I  was  visiting  at  Kinstou.  I  will  have  copies  of  the 
reports  sent  to  yon  that  were  handed  me  by  Evans,  and  would  be  glad 
if  you  would  get  General  Pettigrew  to  make  out  a  report,  and  I  will 
transmit  them  to  the  adjutant  and  inspector-general,  to  be  filed  with  tbe 
others.  This  is  but  just  and  right. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major- General. 

P.  S. — Try  a  simple  order  on  and  test  the  question  of  command  prac 
tically.  The  idea  of  an  officer  stationed  at  Petersburg  saying  that  he  is 
not  under  your  command  borders  on  trifling. 


EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT,  NORTH  CAROLINA, 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S  OFFICE  (MILITIA), 

RaMgli,  N.  €.,  January  12,  1803. 

COLONEL:  You  will  forthwith  assemble  all  able-bodied  men  fit  for  mil 
itary  duty  not  called  for  as  conscripts  up  to  this  date,  and  who  are  liable 
to  militia  duty  under  existing  laws  and  orders,  in  your  regiment,  and 
organize  them  into  one  or  more  companies  of  75  men  each.  Should  the 
number  of  men  in  any  regiment  equal  or  exceed  120  they  will  be  formed 
into  two  equal  companies.  Detachments  of  40  men  will  be  allowed  a 
captain  and  second  lieutenant;  25  men  a  first  lieutenaut,  and  15  men 
a  second  lieutenant.  A  full  company  of  75  will  be  allowed  all  these 
officers,  to  be  in  all  cases  selected  by  the  rank  and  tile.  The  militia 
having  been  so  much  reduced  by  recent  calls  for  conscripts,  and  this  call 
including  all  who  are  fit  for  duty,  renders  it  necessary  that  the  comiuis- 
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sioned  officers  should  be  now  included,  except  the  field  officer  of  highest 
grade  arid  captain  or  senior  officer  of  each  district.  When  the  com 
panies  are  formed  the  colonels  will  immediately  report  the  fact  to  this 
office  by  letter,  inclosing  roll  of  company  and  the  probable  number  and 
kind  of  arms  in  the  regiment. 

2d.  Companies,  when  thus  formed,  Trill  assemble  each  Saturday  for 
drill  and  inspection  at  a  place  to  be  designated  by  the  captain,  who  will 
report  to  this  office  each  week  the  condition  of  the  company,  which  will 
always  be  held  in  readiness  for  active  duty  at  the  shortest  notice. 

3d.  This  organization  and  drill  is  for  the  purpose  of  being  prepared 
to  repel  an  expected  advance  of  the  enemy,  and  will  remain  in  force 
until  further  orders  from  the  Governor:  The  utmost  promptness  is  ex 
pected  in  the  execution  of  this  order,  and  ten  days  from  its  reception  is 
deemed  sufficient  to  complete  the  organization  herein  directed. 

By  order  of  Governor  Vance : 

J.  G.  MARTIN, 
Adjutant-  General. 


WILMINGTON,  [N.  C.,]  January  12,  1863. 

Colonel  [WILLIAM]  LAMB,  Fort  Fisher: 
Lieutenant-Colonel  GWATHMEY,  Fort  Caswell: 

From  information  received  here  it  is  probable  the  enemy  will  move  to 
attack  this  place,  both  by  land  and  sea,  on  Wednesday.  Have  every 
thing  ready  to  receive  them. 

B.  W.  FROBEL, 

Chief  of  Artillery. 


WILMINGTON,  N.  C.,  January  13,  1863. 
General  G.  T.  BEATJREGARD,  Charleston,  8.  C. : 

General  Gist  has  asked  for  six  wagons  to  a  regiment.     Can  they  not 
be  sent  me  at  once  ? 

Five  of  the  enemy's  steamers  are  engaging  Fort  Caswell.    Fort  re 
plying  slowly.    No  other  fleet  off. 

W.  II.  C.  WHITING. 


CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  January  13,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  WHITING,  Wilmington,  N.  C.  : 

Do  not  think  Abolitionists  will  make  much  if  any  attack  without  iron 
clads.  Latter  are  not  much  to  be  feared  at  present  on  account  of  con 
dition.  I  send  maps  to-day. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


WILMINGTON,  N.  C.,  January  13,  1863. 
General  BEAUREGARD: 

Firing  has  just  ceased. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  January  13,  1863. 
Lieut,  Col.  GWATHMEY, 

Commanding  Fort  Caswell,  N.  C.  : 

COLONEL  :  We  have  reports  from  the  enemy's  lines  which  indicate 
that  the  enemy  will  commence  a  movement  upon  this  place  both  by  laud 
and  water  to-morrow.  Though  our  works  are  by  no  means  as  forward 
as  we  could  wish,  I  am  sure  that  everything  has  been  done  in  our  power 
and  with  our  limited  time,  especially  by  your  command.  Yon  will  hold 
your  position  to  the  last  extremity.  If  attacked  by'iron-clads  upon 
which  you  can  make  no  impression  or  which  succeed  in  passing  you, 
endeavor  to  save  some  of  your  guns  for  fire  upon  the  wooden  ships  or 
transports.  As  soon  as  the  enemy  make  their  appearance  send  off  your 
negro  force.  For  this  purpose  a  steamer  will  be  sent  you ;  but  in  case  a 
steamer  should  not  arrive  soon  enough  you  are  authorized  in  the  mean 
time  to  impress  and  hold  at  the  fort  all  the  sail-boats  and  small  vessels 
about  Smithville.  Should  it  unfortunately,  from  want  of  provisions  or 
destruction  of  your  armament,  become  necessary  to  abandon  the  work, 
make  arrangements  to  blow  it  up  and  destroy  it  as  far  as  practicable. 
Send  out  an  intelligent  officer  to  select  the  best  point  in  such  an  event 
for  crossing  the  marsh  to  the  mainland  and  endeavor  to  bring  off  your 
command.  The  time  for  putting  down  the  submarine  shells  is  left  to 
your  judgment.  The  keys  would  seem  to  be  the  best  position.  I  sincerely 
wish  that  the  direction  relative  to  destruction  will  not  be  tested,  but 
relying  upon  God,  our  cause,  and  your  brave  command  I  hope  for  vic 
tory.  If  we  are  beaten  it  will  be  through  no  fault  of  yours. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  January  13,  1863. 
Col.  [WILLIAM]  LAMB, 

Commanding  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  : 

COLONEL  :  I  have  received  reports  from  the  enemy's  lines  which  indi 
cate  that  an  attack  will  be  made  both  by  land  and  water  upon  this  place, 
the  movement  to  commence  to-morrow.  I  need  not  repeat  the  expres 
sions  of  my  confidence  in  you  and  your  garrison  and  in  your  determina 
tion  to  hold  your  position  to  the  last.  Some  contingencies  may  arise 
in  which  you  may  require  instruction.  Should  you  find  that  iron-clads 
are  too  much  for  you  and  succeed  in  passing,  endeavor  to  save  and  re 
serve  some  of  your  guns  for  fire  on  the  wooden  ships  and  transports. 
You  will  report  by  telegraph  every  hour  the  progress  of  events.  I  do 
not  think  ships  alone  can  drive  you  out,  though  it  is  possible  that  iron 
clads  may  be  able  to  dismount  your  guns.  You  will  therefore,  even  if 
the  iron-clads  pass  you,  continue  to  hold  the  fort  as  long  as  you  are  sup 
plied  with  provisions.  Instruct  your  vedettes  to  patrol  for  any  indica 
tions  of  an  attempt  to  land  in  force  below  Masonborough  Sound  and 
give  me  instant  information.  As  soon  as  the  enemy's  tieet  makes  its 
appearance  send  off  your  negro  force;  a  steamer  will  be  sent  for  that 
purpose ;  but  should  it  not  appear  in  time  you  will  send  them  off  on  foot 
under  charge  to  make  a  forced  march,  say  to  the  Riverside  Salt- Works 
or  other  point  where  a  steamer  can  be  sent,  at  the  same  time  letting 
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this  office  kuow  the  point.     With  a  firm  reliance  on  Divine  Providence, 
I  "bid  you  and  your  brave  garrison  Godspeed.     Fight  as  well  as  you 
have  labored  and  I  have  no  fears  for  the  result. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  0.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  January  13,  18G3. 

General  E.  E.  LEE,  Fredericksburg,  Va.  : 

Without  fully  crediting  I  send  the  following  dispatch  from  General 
G.  W.  Smith  for  your  information : 

GOLDSBOROUGH,  January  12,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON: 

I  have  just  received  from  Geueral  Whiting  the  following  dispatch,  dated  to-day: 
"  Have  received  further  information  from  Lieutenant  Fairly,  confirmatory  of  that 
sent  to-day."  Adds  that  General  Dix,  at  Shepherdsville  Friday  last,  reports  that 
many  of  the  enemy  are  from  Buruside's  army ;  reports  the  enemy  at  New  Berne  from 
r>0,000  to  70,000  men  ;  15,000  at  Morehead  City,  with  forty-two  steamers,  and  that  they 
move  on  Kinston  by  Dover  road;  that  they  intend  landing  a  force  on  the  Sound  and 
attacking  the  force  here  at  the  same  time,  and  all  the  movements  will  commence  on 
Wednesday. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-General. 

The  following  dispatch  just  received  from  General  Smith: 

GOLDSBOROUGH,  January  12,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON: 

General  Beauregard  telegraphs  that  he  has  reliable  information  from  New  York 
that  General  Naglee's  land  force  was  but  12,000  strong. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-  General. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  N.  G.,  January  13,  1863. 
Col.  JOHN  A.  BAKER,. 

Comdg.  Forty-first  Regiment  [N.  C.  T.,  or  Third  Cavalry]  : 

COLONEL  :  Unless  General  Eobertson  has  given  you  special  instruc 
tions  as  to  your  movements,  you  will,  in  case  of  a  land  advance  of  the 
enemy  in  this  direction,  send  one  company  to  fall  back  upon  Colonel 
Harrison  and  with  the  remainder  of  your  force  watch  their  flank,  mov 
ing,  if  forced  back,  across  the  Cape  Fear  (Northeast  Branch)  to  afford 
as  much  protection  as  you  can  to  the  railroad  and  telegraph.  If  they 
land  below  the  mouth  of  New  River  watch  their  rear  and  follow  them  up. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 
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WAR  DEPARTMENT,  0.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  January  13,  18G3. 
General  li.  E.  LEE,  Commanding ,  &c. : 

SIR  :  At  the  suggestion  of  tlio  President  I  inclose  for  your  considera 
tion  a  letter  from  General  Smith,  covering  another  from  Brigadier-Gen 
eral  Pryor.  They  were  received  day  before  yesterday,  but  under  the 
impression  that  the  greater  needs  of  the  army  in  North  Carolina  would 
require  all  the  re-enforcements  you  could  safely  spare,  I  had  forborne 
to  press  them  on  your  attention. 

AVith  high  esteem,  most  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Inclosure.] 

GOLDSBOROUGH,  N.  C.,  January  9,  1863. 

(Eeceived  January  10,  1863.) 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copy  of  letter  from  Brigadier-General 
Pryor,  and  to  request  that  either  Colonels  Ball's  or  Chambliss'  regiment 
of  Virginia  Cavalry,  and  the  Sixty-first  Virginia  Infantry  (properly 
belonging  to  the  Eichmoud  command,  but  now  with  General  Lee's 
army),  be  sent  to  General  Pryor.  I  have  not  the  force  to  spare,  but  am 
satisfied  that  General  Pryor  should  be  furnished  with  the  little  aid  he 
asks  for  to  enable  him  to  accomplish  such  important  results. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major -General. 

[Sub-inclosure.] 

HEADQUARTERS  FORCES  ON  BLACKWATER, 

January  6,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  [GUSTAVUS  W.]  SMITH: 

GENERAL  :  It  is  just  a  month  since  I  assumed  command  of  the  forces 
on  the  Blackwater.  The  day  before  I  arrived  within  sight  of  headquar 
ters  the  enemy  routed  a  portion  of  our  forces,  captured  a  section  of  ar 
tillery,  and  carried  away  a  number  of  prisoners.  We  never  thought 
then  of  crossing  the  line  with  any  aggressive  purpose,  and  our  utmost 
exertions  were  devoted  merely  to  the  maintenance  of  our  position  on 
this  side  the  Blackwater.  The  enemy  had  absolute  control  of  the 
country  between  this  point  and  Suffolk.  I  am  happy  to  assure  you, 
general,  that  such  is  not  now  the  case.  A  most  formidable  attack  upon 
one  point  of  my  line  I  repulsed  with  a  handful  of  men  and  drove  the 
enemy  back  to  Suffolk.  I  assumed  the  offensive,  and,  as  you  know, 
with  a  very  inferior  force  I  have  repeatedly  driven  in  the  enemy's  pickets 
almost  within  sight  of  his  stronghold.  The  result  is  that  I  have  shut 
up  the  enemy  in  Suffolk.  I  have  delivered  all  the  intervening  country 
from  their  desolate  sway.  When  I  arrived  here  forage  and  provisions 
were  all  drawn  from  Petersburg.  Since  I  assumed  command  not  a 
pound  of  meat  nor  a  grain  of  corn,  not  a  bundle  of  fodder,  has  been  de 
rived  from  that  source.  I  have  subsisted  my  own  command  within  the 
enemy's  lines  and  have  furnished  General  French's  quartermaster  5,000 
pounds  of  beef  and  50.000  pounds  of  salted  pork,  all  procured  from  within 
the  Qnemy's  lines.  Meanwhile  I  have  strengthened  my  line  throughout 
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its  length  by  obstructing  ponds,  digging  rifle-pits,  throwing  up  intrench- 
ments,  and  by  other  artificial  means  of  defense.  I  consider  my  position 
perfectly  secure,  even  with  the  small  force  under  my  command.  But 
there  are  certain  results  to  be  achieved  by  an  aggressive  policy,  to  the 
successful  prosecution  of  which  a  small  increase  of  strength  is  essential. 
To  be  brief,  if  you  will  furnish  me  with  another  regiment  of  cavalry  (I 
have  but  one,  and  that  extremely  weak)  and  another  strong  regiment 
of  infantry,  so  as  to  give  me  an  available  force  of  3,000  men  for  the  field, 
I  will  engage,  general,  to  accomplish  three  things,  viz  :  1st,  to  shut  the 
enemy  up  in  Suffolk,  and  so  to  threaten  the  place  as  to  prevent  any  de 
tachment  of  troops  to  the  army  in  North  Carolina ;  2d,  to  intercept 
communication  between  Suffolk  and  the  Chowan  across  the  county 
of  Gates,  and  so  compel  the  enemy  to  a  most  circuitous  route ;  3d, 
to  realize  for  our  army  within  the  enemy's  lines  300,000  pounds  of 
pork  and  a  still  larger  proportion  of  corn  over  and  above  the  wants 
of  my  command.  It  may  appear  hardly  possible  to  do  this  with  so 
small  a  force  as  I  request,  but  the  nature  of  the  country  is  such  as  to 
neutralize  disparity  of  numbers  and  to  ma-ke  3,000  men  equivalent  to 
twice  their  number.  The  cavalry  I  have  is  not  sufficient  to  picket  my 
line — 300  men  scattered  along  50-odd  miles.  A  few  days  ago  General 
French  found  it  necessary  to  transfer  my  other  cavalry  regiment  to 
North  Carolina.  One  regiment  of  the  infantry  of  my  command  is  de 
tained  in  Petersburg.  Would  it  not  be  possible  to  spare  me  that  ? 

The  suggestions  I  have  hazarded  are  most  respectfully  submitted  to 
your  superior  judgment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

ROGER  A.  PEYOE, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


PETERSBURG,  VA.,  January  14,  1863, 
General  S.  COOPER: 

General  Pryor  reports  the  enemy  6,000  strong  at  Windsor,  near  Ivor. 
Should  they  try  to  force  the  Blackwater  the  regiment  now  here  could 
move,  but  then  the  guard  for  city,  &c.,  would  have  to  come  from  Ran 
som's  brigade;  or  can  two  of  his  regiments  move  there  if  needed? 

S.  G.  FRENCH. 

JANUARY  14, 1863. 
General  FRENCH  : 

Send  the  regiment  referred  to  in  your  dispatch  just  received ;  or,  if 
the  emergency,  in  your  judgment,  should  require,  the  two  regiments  of 
Ransom's  brigade,  as  suggested  by  you. 

S,  COOPER. 


FREDERICKSBURG,  VA.,  January  14, 1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON: 

Your  dispatch  just  received.    Advance  Eansom  and  any  other  avail 
able  troops  in  Richmond  or  Petersburg.    See  my  dispatch  of  6th  instant. 

R.  E.  LEE. 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \       HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

No.  14.  J  January  14, 1863. 

I.  Maj.  Gen.  I).  H.  Hill,  Provisional  Army  of  the  Confederate  States, 
will  immediately  proceed  to  Richmond,  Va.,  and  report  to  the  Adjutant 

and  Inspector  General,  0.  S.  A. 

#  #  *  *  #  *  # 

T$y  order  of  General  Lee : 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
General  S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  C.  8.  A. 


GOI/DSBOROUGH,  January  14,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond  : 

MY  DEAR  SIR  $  I  have  sent  several  telegrams  within  the  last  three 
or  four  days  all  tending  to  show  that  the  enemy  are  re-enforcing  rap 
idly  in  North  Carolina  and  actively  preparing  for  an  offensive  cam 
paign.  The  force  here  is,  as  1  have  often  stated  before,  inadequate  for 
the  protection  of  the  important  points  from  Wilmington  to  Richmond, 
inclusive,  and  we  have  no  force  as  a  reserve  ready  to  take  the  offensive 
and  meet  the  enemy  whenever  they  come  out  in  force.  I  have  asked 
that  Ransom's  force  be  placed  at  my  disposal,  and  have  urged  that  ad 
ditional  troops  be  sent.  Of  course  if  this  cannot  be  done  we  must  get 
along  the  best  we  can  without  them.  But  it  is  my  business  to  speak 
plainly  upon  these  subjects  and  to  continue  to  speak  thus  so  long  as 
there  is  any  probability  that  the  necessary  measures  for  preparing  to 
resist  successfully  the  invasion  that  is  now  impending  will  be  adopted. 
[  remember  well  what  force  we  had  last  winter  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  holding  position  farther  north  than  that  now  held  by  General 
Lee,  and  it  was  then  not  only  decided  to  be  impracticable  to  re-enforce 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  but  detachments  were  made  from  it  and  sent 
here.  What  I  mean  to  say  is  this,  that  General  Lee  in  command  of 
an  army  at  Fredericksburg  is  not  in  the  same  point  of  view,  and  evi 
dently  does  not  see  things  precisely  as  they  appeared  to  him  when  Gen 
eral  Johnston  commanded  that  army,  and  he  (General  Lee)  was  over 
looking  and  judging  of  the  whole  general  operations  from  Richmond. 
This  is  natural,  and  perhaps  could  hardly  be  avoided  by  any  one.  But 
it  is  for  the  Government  to  decide  whether  when  active  operations  are 
evidently  commenced  in  force  against  important  points  in  this  State  it 
is  not  necessary  to  diminish  somewhat  the  army  under  General  Lee  at 
Fredericksburg. 

Before  I  was  reduced  in  relative  rank  in  this  army  it  was  a  question 
whether  General  Lee  or  myself  should  command  the  active  forces  in 
Northern  Virginia,  the  other  to  command  in  Richmond,  &c.  Now  I 
would  like  this  subject  brought  up  for  a  moment  and  considered  under 
the  supposition  that  I  commanded  in  Fredericksburg  and  General  Lee 
here.  Would  he  allow  me  to  retain  the  army  at  Fredericksburg  whilst 
the  attack  in  force  was  preparing  against  Wilmington  I  You  are  aware 
that  my  visit  to  Richmond  in  the  latter  part  of  December  was  for  the 
purpose  of  conveying  to  the  Government  and  to  General  Lee  my  convic 
tions  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  affairs  in  this  State  and  to  prepare  in 
time.  You  saw  my  letter  to  General  Lee  and  his  reply.  I  received  a  tel 
egram  from  you  on  the  10th  instant  stating  that  General  Lee  opposed 
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Eansoin's  division  being  brought  this  side  of  Drewry's  Bluff.  I  have 
received  nothiDg  since  from  the  Department  and,  I  think,  nothing  but 
this  telegram  since  I  left  Eichmond  on  the  5th  instant.  I  fear  your 
telegrams  to  ine  have  again  miscarried. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

G:  w.  SMITH, 

Major- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

JANUARY  16,  18G3. 

Eead  and  returned  to  Secretary  of  War.  The  question  of  forces  has 
been  considered.  The  question  of  rank  of  Major- General  Smith  is  not 
for  action. 

J.  D. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  January  15,  1863. 
Maj.  {JOHN  J.]  HEDRICK, 

Comdg.  Fort  Saint  Philip,  AT.  C.  : 

MAJOR  :  I  need  not  tell  you  to  hold  your  position  as  long  as  possible. 
If,  however,  many  of  the  enemy's  fleet  should  succeed  in  passing  your 
batteries  and  proceeding  up  the  [river],  or  compel  you  to  withdraw,1  you 
are  directed  to  proceed  to  the  railroad  bridge  on  Brunswick  Eiver  for 
its  protection,  placing  a  strong  picket  at  the  obstruction  on  that  river. 
You  should  in  this  event  take  with  you  all  the  provisions,  &c.,  you  can 
carry,  taking  teams  for  the  purpose.  Please  to  recollect  that  for  one, 
two,  or  even  three  steamers  passing  you,  you  will  not  necessarily  leave ; 
but  a  large  fleet  sufficient  to  overcome  the  upper  batteries  after  getting 
by  might  remove  the  obstructions  and  destroy  the  bridge.  Further 
orders  will  be  sent  you. 

W.  H.  0.  \VHITING, 

Brigadier-  Genera  L 

HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  January  15,  1863. 
General  S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Va. : 
GENERAL  :  Assigned  to  take  charge  of  defense  of  Wilmington,  1 
arrived  here  November  17, 1862.  The  yellow  fever,  which  had  desolated 
the  city  and  stopped  all  work,  had  not  yet  ceased.  The  condition,  im 
portance,  and  necessities  of  the  place  were  immediately  set  forth  and 
have  since  been  repeatedly  urged  to  the  department.  I  found  the  de 
fensive  works  generally  imperfect  and  many  important  points  neglected  ; 
a  partial  line  of  earthworks,  well  constructed  but  weak  in  profile,  had 
been  thrown  up  between  the  two  mill-ponds  on  the  east  and  south  of  the 
city  1J  miles  in  extent.  They  had  twelve  pieces  of  artillery  mounted, 
mostly  naval  24s  and  32s,  of  the  oM  pattern.  These  batteries,  mount 
ing  eight  guns,  had  been  placed  just  below  the  upper  jetty  lights,  «nd 
two  to  command  an  imperfect  obstruction,  composed  of  logs  and  chains, 
near  Mount  Tirza.  An  attempt  had  been  made  to  build  an  iron  battery 
for  this  purpose,  but  so  defective  in  design  and  position  that  I  directed 
it  to  be  stopped.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  14  miles  from  the 
city,  Battery  Saint  Philip  had  been  erected,  well  constructed,  mounting 
eleven  guns,  but  defective  in  the  quality  and  caliber  of  its  ordnance  and 
in  the  location  of  proper  protecting  traverses  from  enfilade  and  even  re 
verse  fire.  On  Confederate  Point,  to  protect  New  Inlet,  had  been  con- 
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structed  the  earthwork  known  as  Fort  Fisher.  Here  the  skill,  ingenuity, 
and  perseverance  of,  successively,  Maj.  [John  J.J  Hedrick,  of  the  ar 
tillery,  Maj.  [R.  K.]  Meade,  of  the  engineers,  for  a  short  time,  and 
especially  of  Col.  [William]  Lamb,  now  commanding,  and  his  men, 
have  been  signally  displayed.  The  fort  is  a  strong  sea-coast  work,  partly 
casemated  and  partly  barbette.  It  would  not,  however,  be  tenable  for 
any  length  of  time  against  a  formidable  land  attack.  Fort  Caswell, 
commanding  the  main  entrance,  appeared  to  have  had  little  or  nothing 
done  to  increase  its  efficiency;  numerous  guns  of  little  or  no  efficiency 
had  been  crowded  together  without  any  protection  by  traverse  or  em 
brasure  for  either  guns  or  men.  The  advanced  batteries  nearest  the 
bar  previously  arranged  had  from  some  unknown  reason  been  leveled. 
I  regarded  it,  and  still  do,  as  one  of  the  weakest  points  on  the  system. 
In  the  very  important  matter  of  river  obstructions  little  had  been  clone, 
nor  had  preparations  been  made  for  obstructing  the  approaches  to  the 
city  in  case  of  attack.  Brunswick  River  is  an  important  branch,  form 
ing  the  island  known  as  Eagle's  Island,  directly  opposite  the  city,  af 
fording,  out  of  fire,  an  easy  access  to  the  Upper  Cape  Fear  River,  and 
opportunity  for  an  enemy  in  the  lower  river  to  destroy  the  Wilmington 
and  Manchester  Railroad  Bridge  and  cut  off  all  communications  south 
of  Wilmington.  In  this  branch  the  only  obstruction  was  a  few  rows  of 
piles  not  protected  by  any  effective  fire.  In  the  city  itself,  as  if  it  was 
to  be  abandoned  at  the  first  appearance  of  a  hostile  gunboat,  not  a  sin 
gle  work  had  been  put  up,  though  many  admirable  sites  presented  them 
selves.  On  the  gunboats  the  pestilence  had  stopped  labor  5  both  were 
on  the  stocks  and  no  provision  whatever  had  been  made  or  even  pro 
jected  for  saving  them  in  case  of  disaster  or  providing  for  them  during 
attack.  During  the  two  months'  grace  the  enemy  have  given  us  it  is 
not  for  me  to  say  what  has  been  done  to  remedy  the  defects  here  stated. 
I  have  to  give  my  warmest  praise  to  the  manner  in  which  officers  and 
men  have  labored  day  and  night.  Colonel  Lamb  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Gwathmey,  of  the  Navy,  Major  Forrest,  of  the  Navy  (until  his  unfortu 
nate  illness),  Major  Young  and  Captain  Andrews,  and  Captain  James 
and  Lieutenant  Obenchain,  of  the  Engineers,  have  been  indefatigable 
with  their  excellent  commands  in  strengthening  the  defenses.  Their 
value,  incomplete  as  they  still  are  (necessarily  from  want  of  time,  im 
plements,  and  material),  must  shortly  be  tested.  If  they  succeed,  these 
officers  and  men  should  have  great  praise ;  if  they  fail,  it  is  not  their 
fault.  I  have  now,  in  addition  to  the  works,  a  movable  column  of  a 
little  more  than  7,000  men,  with  five  smooth-bore  field  batteries.  Of 
these,  all  but  Clingman's  brigade  and  two  batteries  have  been  furnished 
me  from  the  defense  of  Charleston  by  General  Beauregard,  under  com 
mand  of  General  Gist.  I  have  stated  too  often  the  importance  of  this 
place  to  the  country  to  repeat  it  here,  but  I  will  repeat  what  I  have  said 
before — that  from  here  there  is  no  route  or  retreat,  and  once  taken  by 
the  enemy  it  cannot  be  retaken  by  the  means  belonging  to  the  Confed 
eracy.  Strong  diversions  and  powerful  aid  should  be  at  once  started. 
While  we  will  do  all  we  can  do  and  will  hold  and  defend  the  place  while 
it  is  possible,  every  endeavor  should  be  used  to  relieve  it.  The  Charles 
ton  garrison  ought  not  to  be  vainly  sacrificed. 

The  above  statement  has  been  made  because  I  think  it  is  due  to  the 
officers  and  men  of  this  army  and  to  myself.  The  enemy  are  moving  in 
very  heavy  force,  and  there  is  no  time  to  be  lost. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  General 

54  R  R — VOL  xvni 
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JANUARY  15,  18G3. 
General  BEAUREGARD  : 

G.  W.  [Smith]  says  the  real  attack  is  probably  on  Wilmington,  with 
their  whole  force.  He  inquires  how  he  can  best  aid  me,  whether  by  re- 
enforcing  or  falling  on  his  reserve.  The  best  way  is  the  speediest  junc 
tion.  Asks  how  many  men  I  have  and  whether  I  can  withdraw  if  iron 
clads  pass  the  forts.  I  shall  not  withdraw  except  by  order.  If  50,000 
men  are  thrown  on  Wilmington  you  must  stir  up  troops  in  the  north. 
They  ought  to  have  hurried  before  this,  unless  they  expect  impossibili 
ties. 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING. 


CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  January  15,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  : 

Good  plan  attacking  monitor  is  to  board  in  small  boats  at  night, 
throwing  bottles  burning  fluid  in  tower  and  bags  powder  in  funnel  of 
chimney. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  January  16,  1863. 
Col.  JOHN  A.  BAKER, 

Comdg.  Forty-first  [N.  C.  T.  or  Third]  Cavalry  : 

COLONEL:  Impede  the  enemy's  advance  by  every  device  within  your 
means ;  destroy  all  bridges  in  his  route,  however  trifling.    Keep  on  the 
alert,  and  as  he  draws  nearer  to  our  lines  dispatch  frequent  couriers. 
Accustom  your  men  to  skirmish  with  his  advance,  to  ambuscade,  &c. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier -General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  N.  C.,  January  16,  1863. 

General  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH, 

Commanding,  Goldsborough  : 

Scouts  report  just  received.  Still  no  enemy  this  side  of  Trent  yes 
terday  or  night  before  last,  but  very  large  force  on  opposite  bank, 
making  toward  Kinston.  Citizens  report  two  regiments  of  Indians 
with  them. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  January  16,  1863. 
General  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH, 

Goldsborough,  N.  C. : 

General  Lee  has  placed  Eansom's  division  at  your  control.    I  tele 
graphed  you  to  that  effect  two  days  ago. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 
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EOCKY  MOUNT,  January  17,  1863. 
General  S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector- General: 

On  15th  a  large  fleet  left  Beaufort,  IS".  0.,  to  attack  Wilmington  by 
water;  also  a  large  force  (70,000)  started  by  way  of  Swansborough  to 
co-operate  with  them  by  land.  They  are  arming  the  negroes  to  gar 
rison  Washington,  N.  C. 

W.  F.  MABTIN, 
Commanding  District  of  the  Tar  River. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  0.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  January  17, 1863. 
His  Excellency  ZEBULON  B.  VANCE, 

Governor  of  North  Carolina  : 

SIR  :  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  of  your  State,  who  is  so  favorably  known 
to  yourself,  as  indeed  to  the  whole  Confederacy,  for  his  distinguished 
services  with  the  army  in  Virginia,  has,  to  the  regret  of  the  Depart 
ment,  been  constrained  to  retire  from  his  late  command  by  ill  health. 
He  has  consented  for  the  present  not  to  resign,  but  will  be  for  a  time 
at  home  in  North  Carolina.  It  has  occurred  to  me  that  from  the  appre 
ciation  of  the  Department  of  his  proven  valor  and  skill  it  might  be  par 
donable  in  me  to  suggest  that  in  view  of  the  dangers  from  the  enemy 
now  menacing  your  State  the  benefits  of  his  counsel  and  co-operation 
might  be  obtained  by  you  on  conference  with  him.  His  deserved  influ 
ence  with  the  people  of  North  Carolina  might  prove  advantageous  in 
animating  and  encouraging  them  to  effort  and  endurance,  and  his  ex 
perience  and  judgment  give  valuable  suggestions  as  to  the  best  mode 
of  commanding  and  guiding  the  means  of  the  State  for  defense. 

Trusting  to  be  excused  for  the  liberty  of  such  suggestion,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  with  very  high  consideration  and  esteem,  most  respect 
fully,  yours, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  January  18,  1863. 
Colonel  HARRISON,  Commanding  Outpost: 
Send  the  following  order  to  Colonel  Baker : 

Your  dispatch  of  10.30  p.  m.,  18th,  received.  Your  outposts  must  not  be  too  precip 
itate.  I  want  accurate  information  of  the  route  and  advance  of  the  enemy.  They 
must  therefore  neither  fall  back  too  far  nor  too  rapidly.  Advance  by  Tuckahoe,  on 
the  railroad,  toward  Kenansville  should  be  communicated  to  the  telegraph,  office 
there  ;  on  the  Jacksonville  road  should  be  forwarded  here. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

January  19,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

SIR:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant  inclosing  one 
from  General  Smith  and  another  from  General  Pryor.     I  am  pleased  to 
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hear  of  the  successful  operations  of  the  latter  below  Petersburg.  I  will 
send  some  cavalry  down  when  I  can  spare  it.  As  he  is  operating  in 
front  of  Petersburg  I  think  he  might  be  re-enforced  by  the  regiment  of 
which  he  speaks  in  that  city  or  any  other  available  troops  near  that 
place,  leaving  a  sufficient  garrison  there. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


WILMINGTON,  K  C..  January  20, 1803. 
Governor  VANCE: 

Information  just  received  would  indicate  a  formidable  movement  of 
the  enemy  against  this  place  or  Goldsborough.  Do  what  you  can  at 
Eichmond  to  have  troops  sent  south. 

T.  L.  CLIXGMAX, 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  January  20,  1863, 
Major-General  FRENCH, 

Commanding  Division,  Kenansville,  N.  C. : 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL:  I  send  you  a  map,  in  case  you  should  have 
none  at  hand.  My  advanced  post  in  Holly  Shelter  is  at  Island  Creek, 
4J  miles  above  the  ferry  at  the  railroad  bridge,  and  fortified.  On  the 
Sound  road  my  advance  is  about  17  miles  from  the  city,  also  fortified,, 
and  additional  works  under  construction  as  fast  as  possible.  An  ad 
vance  by  the  enemy  in  force  by  land  will  most  probably  come  by  the 
Sound  road,  for  many  reasons,  but  a  column  might  come  down  the  Holly 
Shelter.  It  would  be  all-important  to  prevent  the  position  on  the  Sound 
road  from  being  turned  on  my  left,  which  they  would  undoubtedly  try 
to  do.  It  would  become,  then,  a  question  of  consideration,  in  case  you 
support,  whether  you  would  move  directly  in  Holly  Shelter,  crossing  at 
Bannerman's  bridge  (supposing  the  enemy  did  not  burn  it),  or  at  South 
Washington,  to  fall  in  their  rear,  or  march  at  once  to  the  ferry  and  oper 
ate  from  Island  Creek  in  their  front.  My  opinion  inclines  to  the  latter 
course  for  your  troops,  leaving  to  the  main  body,  under  the  general 
commanding,  to  operate  in  the  rear.  In  case  the  enemy  adopt  the  plan 
of  endeavoring  to  land  somewhere  between  my  advanced  position  and 
Confederate  Point,  the  latter  course  suggested  would  undoubted^  be 
your  best  course  and  would,  indeed,  become  very  necessary  to  insure 
the  security  of  Fort  Fisher  and  the  iron  batteries  from  reverse  attack. 
As  any  such  movement  of  the  enemy  would  undoubtedly  be  accompanied 
by  a  corresponding  advance  on  the  Sound  road,  which  it  would  become 
necessary  to  check,  I  have  directed  the  greater  portion  of  the  cavalry  in 
advance,  in  case  of  being  forced  back,  to  retire  on  Kenansville.  Their 
intelligence  is  communicated  by  both  ways.  They  will,  of  course,  come 
under  your  immediate  control,  and  you  will  obtain  information  of  the 
enemy's  movements  sooner  than  I  shall,  and  in  time  to  adopt  either 
alternative,  as  General  Smith  may  direct.  If  their  attack  is  ascertained 
to  be  really  on  Wilmington,  and  you  have  to  cross  the  ferry,  I  would 
suggest  that  your  force  keep  abreast  and  a  little  in  advance  of  their 
motion  to  enable  you  to  take  position  on  their  front.  To  save  trouble 
of  correspondence,  if  you  approve  of  these  suggestions,  I  send  a  copy 
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of  this  note  to  General  Smith,  with  whom  you  can  consult  by  telegraph. 
My  weakest  point  is  the  forts.    The  passage  of  them  and  occupation  of 
the  lower  harbor  will  require  new  and  different  combinations. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT.  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  January  20,  1863. 
GILBERT  ELLIOTT,  Esq.,  Halifax,  N.  C. : 

SIR  :  Your  letter  of  the  2d  instant  relative  to  the  defenses  of  Roanoke 
Eiver  was  referred  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  who  replies  that  every 
exertion  has  been  made  to  procure  guns  for  the  defense  of  that  river. 
Four  guns  have  been  ordered  to  be  sent,  one  of  which  is  a  rifled,  banded 
32-pounder. 

Respectfully, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  EAST  TENNESSEE, 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  January  21,  1863. 
His  Excellency  Gov.  ZEBULON  B.  VANCE  : 

GOVERNOR  :  Inclosed  please  find  an  extract  from  a  letter  received  this 
morning  from  Brig.  Gen.  W.  G.  M.  Davis.  From  his  statement  I  think 
the  outbreak  in  Madison  has  been  greatly  exaggerated,  and,  as  tele 
graphed  you  this  morning,  I  think  there  is  no  present  need  of  the  State 
force  called  out  by  you.  The  outbreak  has,  I  think,  been  suppressed, 
but  an  adequate  force  will  be  kept  in  the  mountains  as  long  as  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  loyal  citizens  and  their  property. 

I  am,  Governor,  very  .respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  HETH, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure.] 

HEADQUARTERS, 

Greenville,  Tenn.,  January  20,  1863. 

GENERAL:  As  I  informed  you  by  telegraph  on  yesterday,  Captain 
Kelson  has  returned  and  reports  that  his  company  went  into  Laurel 
Valley,  N.  C.,  and  had  a  brush  with  the  tories,  in  which  he  killed  12  and 
subsequently  captured  20.  From  information  I  have  received  from  all 
quarters  from  men  of  intelligence  and  reliable  character,  I  am  satisfied 
there  is  no  organization  in  the  mountains  of  armed  men  banded  together 
for  the  purpose  of  making  efforts  to  destroy  bridges  or  to  burn  towns 
or  property  of  Confederate  officers  and  soldiers.  I  think  the  attack  on 
Marshall  was  gotten  up  to  obtain  salt,  for  want  of  which  there  is  great 
suffering  in  the  mountains.  Plunder  of  other  property  followed  as  a 
matter  of  course.  Col.  [L.  M.]  Allen's  Sixty-fourth  North  Carolina  Regi 
ment  and  the  men  of  his  command  are  said  to  have  been  hostile  to  the 
Laurel  men  and  they  to  the  former  for  a  long  time — a  kind  of  feud  exist 
ing  between  them.  Of  the  men  killed  by  Nelson's  cavalry  all  but  one  or 
two  were  deserters  from  Colonel  xVllen's  regiment.  They  formed  part  of 
the  expedition  against  Marshall  and  no  doubt  plundered  Allen's  house. 
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There  has  been  no  [attack]  made  on  parties  traveling  on  the  Asbeville 
road  5  the  stage  has  not  been  destroyed  and  no  acts  of  hostility  com 
mitted  that  I  can  hear  of  but  the  plunder  of  Marshall  and  of  Allen's 
house.  The  whole  force  that  went  to  Marshall  did  not  exceed  50  men. 
All  the  reports  stating  the  existence  of  organized  bands  of  armed  men 
numbering  300  or  400  are  false  beyond  a  doubt.  The  attack  on  Marshall 
has  given  rise  to  wild  rumors  of  organizations  of  armed  tories  through 
out  the  mountains,  bent  on  sacking  towns  and  the  plunder  of  loyal  men. 
The  reports,  greatly  magnified  as  they  went  to  Ealeigh,  have  no  doubt 
led  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina  to  call  on  the  Confederate  Government 
for  a  protecting  force.  I  think  you  can  safely  assure  him  that  the  mili 
tia  are  not  needed. 

#  *  #  *  *  *  * 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  M.  DAVIS, 

Brigadier-  General. 


EALEIGH,  N.  C.,  January  21,  1863. 
General  [HENRY]  HETH,  Knoxville,  Tenn.  : 

Yours  received.  I  hope  you  will  not  relax  until  the  tories  are  crushed. 
But  do  not  let  our  excited  people  deal  too  harshly  with  these  misguided 
men.  Please  have  the  captured  delivered  to  the  proper  authorities  for 
trial 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


GOLDSBOROUGH,  N.  C.,  [January]  21,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding  : 

When  Griffin's  cavalry  arrives  use  such  couriers  as  may  be  necessary r 
but  except  in  case  of  emergency  I  prefer  that  the  regiment  should  be 
kept  concentrated  as  much  as  possible  and  under  the  orders  of  General 
Kobertson.  A  train  has  been  sent  to  Tarborough  for  supplies.  Get  all 
you  can  from  the  country  vou  are  in. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major- General. 


GOLDSBOROUGH,  January  21,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

MY  DEAR  SIR  :  The  reports  from  the  front  to-day  are  that  the  enemy 
in  some  force,  exact  numbers  not  known,  was  last  night  within  3  miles  of 
Jacksonville,  Onslow  County — cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry;  prob 
ably  the  same  force  that  appeared  at  Trenton  some  three  clays  since. 

I  have  had  no  information  through  our  secret  agent  in  New  Berne 
later  than  the  16th,  which  was  received  on  the  18th.  I  am  still  clearly 
of  the  opinion  that  their  forces  at  New  Berne  and  Beaufort,  &c.,  num 
ber  from  20,000  to  40,000.  But  our  latest  advices  go  to  show  that  the 
effect  of  the  storm  upon  their  iron-clads,  the  opposition  to  the  procla 
mation  of  Lincoln  freeing  the  negroes,  and  the  rapid  retreat  of  Foster 
from  this  place  in  December  have  together  caused  great  discontent  and 
shaken  the  morale  of  their  army.  I  suppose  there  is  really  some  truth 
in  these  reports.  That  their  plans  have  been  interfered  with  to  some 
extent  is  certain,  and  I  think  but  for  the  disaster  to  the  monitor  and 
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tbe  recent  storms  ou  the  coast  they  would  have  been  out  in  force  before 
now. 

There  is  at  this  time  only  one  battery  behind  5  it  is  expected  to-night 
and  is  intended  for  Kinston,  which  place  has  been  fortified  since  the 
recent  raids,  and  the  bridge  rebuilt.  I  think  Evans  can  now  hold  it  for 
several  days  against  almost  any  force  that  may  be  brought  against  it. 
He,  however,  calls  loudly  for  re-enforcements  upon  any  collision  of  the 
extreme  pickets.  His  brigade  has  been  recently  strengthened  by  re 
turning  soldiers ;  some  500  or  600,  I  understand. 

Governor  Vance  sent  me  a  copy  of  his  order  reorganizing  the  militia 
and  offering  to  call  them  out  whenever  I  wanted  them.  I  sent  him  a 
telegram  immediately  asking  him  to  order  them  out  at  once  and  when 
reorganized  and  ready  for  service  to  let  me  know.  In  the  new  shape 
they  will  probably  be  of  some  service.  But  he  tells  me  that  there  is 
no  law  for  the  reorganization,,  and  the  whole  subject  will,  I  expect,  be 
brought  up  for  discussion  in  the  Legislature. 

I  have  written  Governor  Vance,  sending  him  copies  of  the  letter  of 
instructions  to  recruiting  officers  and  of  a  recent  order  published  from 
here  in  regard  to  deserters  and  all  absent  without  proper  authority,  re 
questing  the  Governor  to  issue  a  proclamation  and  appeal  to  the  people. 
He  told  me  when  he  was  here  on  Sunday  last  that  he  would  do  so.  The 
Governor  has  shown  the  utmost  willingness  to  co-operate  with  us  in  all 
matters  here  affecting  transportation,  supplies,  recruiting,  and  general 
efficiency  of  the  command. 

General  French  is  at  Kenansville,  Warsaw,  and  Magnolia,  with  Pet- 
tigrew's,  Ransom's,  and  Gooke's  brigades.  Daniel's  and  Davis'  brigades 
are  here.  Robertson  is  covering  the  front. 

My  forces  in  this  part  of  the  State,  all  told,  amount  to  about  13,000. 
This"  does  not  include  the  garrison  of  Wilmington.  There  are  fortifica 
tions,  with  heavy  guns,  and  one  regiment  of  infantry  at  Weldon ;  one 
regiment  at  Hamilton  and  Greenville,  besides  the  forces  at  Petersburg; 
and  the  Blackwater.  I  shall  endeavor  to  concentrate  upon  the  enemy 
and  beat  them  whichever  way  they  may  come.  If  their  main  attack  is 
against  Wilmington  and  the  irou-clads  don't  succeed  in  passing  the  forts 
we  will,  I  think,  beat  them  badly.  It  is  a  long  line  to  defend ;  they  are 
in  very  superior  numbers,  but  we  expect  to  win.  My  health  is  not  as 
good  as  I  would  wish,  but  I  won't  break  down  if  they  will  only  come  on. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  January  21,  1863. 
General  SMITH,  Goldsborough  : 
General  FRENCH,  Magnolia  : 

Enemy  encamped  last  night  2  miles  from  Jacksonville;  1,000  cavalry, 
six  pieces  of  artillery ;  said  to  be  waiting  for  their  infantry  force,  which 
is  reported  very  large.  Information  comes  from  scouts  and  a  man  at 
whose  house  enemy  stopped.  General  Eobertson  at  Jacksonville. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING. 

JANUARY  22, 1863. 
Major-General  FRENCH: 

Report  from  the  front  states  that  the  enemy  has  withdrawn  from 
Jacksonville  beyond  White  Oak. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING. 
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CONFIDENTIAL.]  CAMP  FREDERiCKSBURa,  January  23, 1863. 

Mr.  PRESIDENT  :  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  give  you  all  informa 
tion  in  my  possession  which  might  enable  you  to  form  a  correct  esti 
mate  of  the  character  of  the  principal  officers  of  the  army.  I  have 
thought  this  due  to  yourself  and  called  for  by  the  momentous  contest  in 
which  we  are  engaged.  In  that  spirit  I  inclose  a  letter  from  General 
Ransom  addressed  to  General  Chilton.  It  is  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  former  but  with  the  assent  of  the  latter.  I  beg  you  will  make 
the  same  allowance  for  the  feelings  of  the  writer  that  I  do.  He  is  evi 
dently,  as  he  states,  smarting  under  a  supposed  degradation  of  position; 
cannot  be  supposed  therefore  to  take  the  most  favorable  view  of  affairs, 
yet  he  narrated  circumstances  which  if  true  are  not  calculated  to  cause 
anticipations  of  happy  results.  You  have  the  means  of  obtaining 
information  which  I  have  not.  I  have  no  fear  therefore  of  injustice 
being  done  to  General  Smith.  I  have  not  only  the  kindest  feelings  but 
have  conceived  the  highest  opinion  of  this  officer,  not  so  much  from  my 
own  observation  as  from  the  estimate  of  all  the  officers  under  whom  he 
has  served.  I  confess,  however,  that  the  letter  of  General  Ransom 
makes  me  more  anxious  that  General  Kirby  Smith  should  be  in  com 
mand  in  North  Carolina,  and  as  I  fear  you  may  find  difficulty  in,  chang 
ing  his  assignment  I  have  determined  to  write  to  you.  I  think  it  prob 
able  that  General  G.  W.  Smith's  state  of  health  makes  him  apprehensive 
of  exertion  or  excitement,  and  a  more  quiet  command  may  be  necessary 
for  his  condition.  If  so,  the  service  or  position  may  require  a  change. 
It  may  be  better,  if  General  Kirby  Smith  cannot  be  obtained,  that 
General  Elzey  should  take  the  field  and  General  Smith  resume  his  posi 
tion  at  Richmond.  I  had  supposed  that  General  Ransom  would  have 
liked  the  tour  of  duty  in  North  Carolina,  and  I  wished  him  to  have  had 
the  opportunity  of  filling  the  ranks  of  his  regiments.  I  am  sorry  it 
was  found  necessary  to  break  up  his  division,  though  it  was  a  small 
one.  I  was  surprised  to  learn  from  General  A .  P.  Hill  on  my  return 
that  the  other  two  North  Carolina  brigades,  Pender's  and  Lane's,  which 
had  been  ordered  off,  were  delighted  at  the  suspension  of  their  order. 
They  did  not  wish  to  go  to  North  Carolina.  Please  destroy  General 
Ransom's  letter  after  perusal. 

Wishing  you  all  health  and  happiness,  I  remain,  with  great  esteem, 
your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE. 


STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 

Raleigh,  N.  (7.,  January  24,  1863. 
General  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH,  Goldsborough,  N.  C.  : 

MY  DEAR  SIR  :  Yours,  accompanying  the  orders,  &c.,*  received  this 
morning.  My  proclamation  will  appear  in  the  morning  papers,  and 
everything  that  I  can  do  shall  be  done.  I  received  information  this 
morning  from  Wilmington  that  General  Whiting  had  seized  all  the 
teams,  hands,  and  boats  belonging  to  the  State  salt  agent  and  com 
pletely  stopped  the  works.  This  is  a  great  calamity  to  our  people  to 
stop  the  making  of  350  bushels  of  salt  per  day  right  in  the  midst  of  the 
pork-packing  season.  I  can  scarcely  conceive  of  any  such  emergency 
as  would  justify  it.  A  little  trouble  on  the  part  of  General  Whiting's 
quartermaster  would  have  enabled  him  to  press  teams  in  the  adjacent 
counties,  and  a  requisition  upon  me  for  labor  would  have  furnished  as 

*  Not  found. 
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much  as  lie  wanted,  as  was  done  with  Colonel  Stevens.  Let  me  ask  you 
to  have  these  hands  and  teams  restored  to  the  agent,  unless  it  be  im 
possible  to  supply  their  places  in  time.  It  is  almost  as  important  to 
the  State  as  the  safety  of  the  city,  as  our  people  cannot  live  without  the 
salt. 

Most  truly,  yours, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  N.  (7.,  January  24,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH, 
>  Goldsborougli,  Jtf".  C.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  information  from  within  the  enemy's 
lines  which  bears  an  appearance  of  probability.  It  is  that  they  are  now 
only  waiting  for  favorable  weather  to  attempt  the  reduction  of  the  forts 
by  the  iron-clads,  and  that  their  main  force  will  not  march  on  this  place 
until  that  shall  be  accomplished.  The  draught  of  the  iron-clads  is  stated 
at  9  feet  2  inches.  Their  success  will  depend  greatly  on  the  weather. 
Supposing  that  they  gain  the  entrance  and  harbor,  entirely  new  com 
binations  will  be  necessary  and  the  question  becomes  one  of  much  diffi 
culty.  They  will  move  their  force  by  transports  in  that  event,  or  at 
least  the  greater  part  of  them,  and  will  endeavor  to  secure  a  base  upon 
the  mainland  either  at  Sinithville  or  on  the  left  bank,  perhaps  both.  I 
have  ordered  a  line  of  defenses  from  the  river  to  the  Sound  between 
here  and  Fort  Fisher  on  the  other  side.  We  have  already  the  line  rest 
ing  at  Fort  Saint  Philip.  Leaving  out  for  the  present  the  assault  of  the 
river  by  the  irou-clads  alone,  the  other  side  in  Brunswick  County,  look 
ing  to  the  communication  south  and  the  security  of  the  Upper  Cape  Fear 
Eiver,  becomes  very  important  and  forces  may  be  required  over  there 
to  hold  them  in  check.  Whether  the  iron-clads  come  up  or  not  to  en 
deavor  to  cut  the  communication,  we  must  be  prepared  with  movable 
batteries  to  stop  transportation.  Your  battery  of  20-pounder  Parrotts 
will  be  invaluable.  Three  more  iron-clads — the  Weehawken,  Nahant, 
and  Patapsco — are  on  their  way  to  Beaufort.  We  must  have  as  many 
of  the  heaviest  guns  as  we  can  possibly  get.  Unless  the  submarine 
mortars  can  do  something,  I  do  not  see  how  the  iron-clads  can  be  kept 
out,  though  we  may  stop  the  fleet. 
Very  respectfully. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  January  24,  1863. 
Col.  [WILLIAM]  LAMB, 

Commanding  Fort  Fislier,  N.  C.  : 

COLOIVEL  :  A  probable  plan  of  the  enemy  will  be  the  reduction  of  the 
forts  by  irou-clads  preparatory  to  movement  in  force.  From  their  in 
vulnerability  and  the  great  range  of  their  guns  it  is  not  likely  that 
they  can  be' much  affected  by  your  shot.  You  should  endeavor  to  pre 
serve  your  guns  and  men  as  much  as  possible  from  damage  to  enable 
you  to  stop  the  wooden  vessels.  Fire  should  be  given  very  deliberately 
from  your  heaviest  metal  and  the  Whitworth  upon  the  irou-clads.  Sup 
posing  her  to  close  her  ports  and  come  in,  you  should  provide  parados 
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or  reverse  traverses  to  keep  your  casemate  batteries  from  being  destroyed. 
I  will  send  some  submarine  mortars  down  to  be  placed  on  the  keys, 
near  Letel[?]  Island.    They  may  be  of  service. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Golding  Place,  January  25,  1863. 

Major  HILL,  Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

A  dispatch  sent  by  Major  Nethercutt  to  General  Robertson    (and 
brought  here  by  mistake),  dated  10  o'clock  p.  ni.  to-day,  states  that  the* 
enemy  had  passed  Trenton  on  their  way  toward  Kinston.    Nothing  is 
said  as  to  the  force.    The  cavalry  had  passed  before  Nethereutt  wrote. 

JOHN  A.  BAKER, 
Colonel,  Comdg.  Forty -first  North  Carolina  Infantry. 

[Indorsement.] 

JANUARY  26, 1863. 
General  SMITH: 
The  above  just  received. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


NAVAL  COMMANDANT'S  OFFICE, 
Wilmington,  N.  C.,  January  26,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of  22d  instant, 
and  in  compliance  with  its  request  inclose  extract  copy  of  my  commu 
nication  of  2d  December,  1862.* 

The  threatening  attitude  of  the  enemy  has  confined  me  to  this  place, 
where  we  have  great  naval  interests  at  stake ;  but  if  the  men  were  fur 
nished  they  might  undergo  preparatory  training  at  the  battery  erected 
on  the  right  bank  of  Cape  Fear  River  for  the  protection  of  the  iron-clad 
gunboats  we  are  constructing,  and,  as  part  are  drilled,  detailed  for  the 
movable  batteries  to  which  my  letter  refers. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  LYNCH, 

Flag-Officer. 


GOLDSBOROUGH,  January  26,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  TT«r,  Richmond  : 

MY  DEAR  SIR:  Since  writing  you  last  I  have  visited  Wilmington, 
Magnolia,  and  Kinston.  The  fortifications  at  the  former  place  are  very 
strong  and  we  will  be  enabled  to  make  very  effective  resistance  against 
an  attack  by  land.  With  the  troops  from  General  Beauregard,  General 
Whiting  can  hold  them  until  our  forces  from  Magnolia  and  this  place 
can  be  brought  1o  his  relief.  The  matter  to  be  apprehended  at  Wil 
mington  is  the  passage  of  the  iron-clads  past  the  forts,  which  would 

*  No  inclosuro  found.     See  letter  from  Lynch  to  Sedclon,  December  2,  1862,  p.  789. 
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not  only  give  them  the  outer  harbor  but  would  seriously  embarrass  and 
endanger  the  defense  of  the  city.  Two  10-inch  guns  in  addition  to  the 
one  recently  sent  would  add  greatly  to  our  chances  against  the  iron 
clads.  These  guns  have  been  applied  for.  I  hope  that  the  Ordnance 
Department  will  be  able  to  furnish  them.  It  is  very  important,  and 
there  is  no  time  to  spare.  In  placing  the  three  brigades  near  Keuans- 
ville  under  Major-General  French  they  are  in  position  to  move  against 
the  flank  or  rear  of  the  enemy  in  case  they  attack  Wilmington ;  can 
effectually  prevent  their  turning  General  Whiting's  advanced  position, 
which  is  on  the  Sound  road,  16  miles  from  the  town ;  and  we  can,  if  re 
quired,  move  to  the  front  on  Trenton  or  take  them  in  flank  or  rear  if 
they  move  on  Kinston.  These  three  brigades  are  in  good  position  to 
meet  any  movement  of  the  enemy  from  New  Berne  or  Beaufort  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Neuse. 

But  the  shortest  and  best  road  from  New  Berne  to  Kinston  crosses  to 
the  left  or  north  bank  of  the  Neuse  some  10  or  12  miles  below  Kinston.  I 
scarcely  think  they  will  cross  the  river ;  if  they  do  I  have  two  brigades 
here  ready  to  move  by  railroad  toward  Weldon,  Kinston,  or  Wilming 
ton,  and  will  endeavor  to  beat  them,  let  them  come  as  they  may.  Kail- 
roads  are  an  uncertain  reliance ;  they  will  worry  me  out  of  my  life  yet  I 
think.  But  I  must  say  in  simple  justice  to  Mr.  Whit-ford,  president  of 
the  North  Carolina  and  Atlantic  Kailroacl,  who  was  appointed  Govern 
ment  agent  of  railroad  transportation  at  this  point  by  General  Holmes, 
and  of  Mr.  Harvey,  his  subordinate,  that  no  men  could  be  more  willing, 
attentive,  and  obliging  and  none  more  efficient  than  they  have  shown 
themselves.  At  all  hours,  night  and  day,  they  have  served  me ;  within 
five  minutes  they  were  always  ready  to  comply  with  any  requirement  of 
mine.  The  State  of  North  Carolina  owns  two-thirds  of  the  stock  in  all 
the  railroads  within  the  State  except  one,  and  has  placed  everything 
possible  at  my  disposal.  The  only  trouble  heretofore  has  been  in  the 
condition  of  the  roads  and  their  fixtures.  Colonel  Wadley  left  here 
about  two  weeks  ago  for  Charleston  and  told  me  that  Mr.  Whitford 
would  represent  him  in  his  absence,  and  all  has  gone  on  smoothly  until 
to-day.  Mr.  Whitford  and  his  subordinate  or  assistant,  Mr.  Harvey,  re 
signed  when  Colonel  Wadley  first  arrived  here,  but  he  urged  them  to 
retain  their  positions,  which  they  consented  to  do,  at  least  for  the  pres 
ent.  I  am  informed  that  their  arduous  and  valuable  services  have  been 
rendered  the  Government  without  compensation.  The  communication 
from  Quartermaster-General  dispensing  with  Mr.  Whitford's  services 
from  the  2()th  instant  has  crippled  me,  as  far  as  railroad  transportation 
is  concerned,  for  the  present.  At  the  moment  Mr.  Whitford's  note,  a 
copy  of  which  is  sent  herewith,*  was  handed  me  I  received  a  telegram 
saying  that  the  pickets  reported  the  enemy  advancing  in  force  from 
Trenton  upon  Kinston.  I  immediately  telegraphed  you,  and  hope  that 
the  Quartermaster-General  has  reversed  his  action,  or,  if  not,  that  in 
future  he  will  consult  with  or  notify  me  before  taking  a  step  so  vitally 
affecting  the  interest  and  safety  of  my  command. 

The  works  at  Kinston  are  strong  against  attack  from  the  south  side 
and  the  enemy  will  find  it  a  very  different  place  to  take  from  what  it 
was  before,  even  with  the  same  force  only  there. 

The  papers  I  sent  forward  in  General  Evans'  case  (charges  preferred 
against  him  by  one  of  his  colonels)  I  would  like  to  have  acted  upon  in 
some  way.  Please  notice  that  General  Evans  had  preferred  charges 
against  the  colonel  previously,  a  fact  not  known  to  me  for  some  two 

*  Not  found. 
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weeks  after  the  charges  preferred  against  him  by  the  colonel  had  been 
forwarded.  If  I  had  known  that  General  Evans^had  preferred  charges 
against  the  colonel  those  of  the  colonel  against  him  would  not  have  been 
entertained  until  at  least  after  the  colonel  had  been  tried,  which  trial 
I  would  have  ordered  at  once.  If  nothing  else  can  be  done  in  the  case 
I  would  suggest  that  the  papers  in  the  case  be  returned  to  rue  in  order 
that  I  may  do  something  with  them. 

The  enemy  have  put  on  double  guards  around  Kew  Berne  and  Beau 
fort,  and  our  usual  channels  of  communication  with  the  interior  of  their 
lines  have  been  cut  off  or  delayed  for  ten  days ;  but  we  continue  to  get 
information  that  their  force  and  fleet  are  both  large ;  that  all  prepara 
tions  have  been  made  for  a  movement,  and  that  there  is  much  dissatis 
faction  in  their  army. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major- General. 

[Indorsements.] 

Head  and  returned.  The  heavy  guns  asked  for  should  be  furnished 
as  soon  as  practicable. 

J.  IX 

The  guns  have  been  ordered  as  soon  as  those  before  directed  for  Vicks- 
burg  and  Atchafalaya  shall  have  been  furnished. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secretary. 

[JANUARY  26,  18G3.] 
A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  it  has  been  made  known  to  me  that  a  large  number  of  soldiers 
from  our  armies  are  absent  from  their  colors  without  proper  leave  in 
this  hour  of  our  greatest  need,  and  it  is  being  confidently  believed  that 
a  large  majority  of  such  were  impelled  to  this  by  a  natural  and  almost 
irresistible  desire  to  see  their  friends  and  homes  once  more,  after  so  long 
an  absence,  and  not  because  of  a  cowardly  determination  to  leave  their 
brave  comrades  to  share  all  the  dangers  and  hardships  of  the  field  alone; 
and  whereas  Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith,  in  command  of  the  Department  of 
North  Carolina,  by  consent  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  has  published  an 
order  declaring  that  all  who  may  voluntarily  return  to  duty  by  the  10th 
day  of  February  next  shall  be  received  into  their  several  commands 
with  no  other  punishment  than  a  forfeiture  of  their  pay  for  the  time 
they  have  been  absent  without  leave ;  and  declaring  further  that  all 
who  do  not  so  return  by  the  said  10th  day  of  February  shall,  when  ap 
prehended,  be  tried  for  desertion  and  upon  conviction  be  made  to  suffer 
death : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Zebulon  B.  Vance,  Governor  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  do  issue  this  my  proclamation  to  all  soldiers  from  the  State 
serving  in  the  army  of  the  Confederacy  who  are  now  illegally  absent 
from  their  colors,  commanding  them  to  return  to  duty  with  their  com 
rades,  and  exhorting  them  to  avail  themselves  of  this  opportunity  of 
saving  their  friends  from  the  disgrace  and  infamy  which  will  cling  for 
ever  to  the  name  of  a  deserter  from  his  country's  cause  and  themselves 
from  a  felon's  death.  Many,  after  carrying  their  country's  flag  in  tri 
umph  through  various  bloody  conflicts  and  making  for  themselves  a 
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name  of  which  their  children's  children  might  have  been  justly  proudr 
have  forfeited  it  all  by  absenting  themselves  at  a  moment  when  their 
own  State  is  invaded  and  about  to  be  desolated  by  a  brutal,  half-savage 
foe.  Now  is  the  time  to  reinstate  themselves  by  a  prompt  return  to 
duty.  I  appeal  to  them  to  stand  by  their  country  yet  a  little  longer,  and 
not  to  sully  by  desertion  the  bright  and  glorious  reputation  of  the  State 
which  they  have  helped  to  win  on  a  hundred  hard-fought  fields ;  and  I 
appeal  to  all  good  and  loyal  citizens  throughout  the  State  to  give  their 
influence  to  induce  these  men  to  return.  Let  no  one,  unmoved  by  this 
appeal  to  his  patriotism  and  honor,  suppose  that  he  can  remain  at  home 
with  impunity ;  the  full  powers  of  the  State  authorities,  aided,  if  need 
be,  by  the  Confederacy,  shall  be  put  in  force  to  arrest  him  and  bring 
him  to  punishment  after  the  10th  day  of  February  next,  and  there  shall 
be  no  rest  for  the  deserter  in  the  borders  of  North  Carolina.  And  let 
none  excuse  their  desertion  by  declaring  that  they  go  home  to  take 
care  of  their  families  ;  they  will  add  nothing  to  the  comforts  of  their 
families  by  hiding  like  guilty  men  in  the  woods  by  day  and  plundering 
their  neighbors  by  night;  they  only  bring  shame  and  suffering  upon 
the  heads  of  the  innocent,  and  their  little  children,  when  gray-headed 
old  men,  will  have  the  fioger  of  scorn  pointed  at  them  and  the  bitter 
taunt  will  ring  in  their  ears,  "Your  father  skulked  in  the  woods 
to  keep  from  fighting  for  his  country."  The  State  is  now  trying  to 
provide  food  for  your  families  and  each  county  is  making  a  similar 
provision,  and  as  your  chief  magistrate  I  promise  you  that  the  wives 
and  children  of  the  soldiers  who  are  in  the  army  doing  their  duty  shall 
share  the  last  bushel  of  meal  and  pound  of  meat  in  the  State.  Let 
every  patriot  in  the  land  assist  with  all  his  influence  in  the  execution  of 
this  proclamation  and  our  victorious  ranks  will  again  be  filled  and  our 
country  soon  be  rid  of  the  enemy. 

In  witness  thereof  Zebulon  B.  Vance,  our  Governor,  captain-general, 
and  commander-in-chief,  hath  signed  these  presents  and  caused  the 
great  seal  of  the  State  to  be  affixed.  Done  at  our  city  ot  Raleigh  on 
the  26th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  18C3. 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 

By  the  Governor : 

R.  H.  BATTLE,  JR., 

Private  Secretary. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  January  27,  1803. 

General  D.  H.  HILL,  Charlotte,  N.  C. : 

The  President  desires  to  know  if  the  command  of  the  army  in  North 
Carolina  would  be  acceptable  to  you  ? 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


RICHMOND,  VA.,  January  27, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH: 

General  Smith  has  been  called  to  this  city.    You  will  proceed  with 
the  least  possible  delav  to  Goldsborough  and  assume  the  command. 

S.  COOPER. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  January  28,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON,  Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va. : 

SIR  :  I  send  you  a  sketch  *  showing  the  lines  about  Wilmington. 
Though  not  of  a  formidable  kind,  yet,  manned  by  brave  troops,  they 
will  make  a  stout  resistance.  My  last  information,  received  this  morn 
ing  from  Beaufort,  is  that  during  the  past  week  large  bodies  of  troops 
have  been  moved  by  railroad  from  New  Berne  and  put  on  board  the 
transports,  twenty  or  thirty  of  which  have  swung  out  into  the  stream 
preparatory  to  mooring.  They  are  mostly  sailing  craft.  There  are  no 
blockaders  off  the  harbor  this  morning,  which  indicates  that  they  have 
been  called  off  to  assist  the  transportation.  Seven  steamers  from  the 
southward  arrived  at  Beaufort  last  Friday.  My  great  trouble  is  the 
possibility  of  the  monitors  forcing  their  way  in  the  outer  harbor  and 
destroying  the  forts,  thus  opening  an  easy  and  admirable  base  for  their 
future  operations  against  the  city  and  the  interior.  The  attack  by  land, 
if  such  is  made,  I  do  not  fear,  by  reason  of  our  advanced  positions  and 
the  dispositions  of  his  army  by  Major-General  Smith  $  but  the  tremen 
dous  ordnance  possessed  by  the  enemy  makes  me  apprehensive  of  the 
results  of  an  action  with  the  forts  should  wind  and  weather  enable  him 
to  cross  the  bars.  I  have  strengthened  Fort  Caswell  by  iron-clad  case 
mates  ;  450-pounder  shot,  however,  are  hard  to  fend  off,  either  for  forts 
or  monitors.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  a  judicious  system  of 
obstruction  has  not  been  made  for  this  important  harbor  during  the 
two  years  past,  time  enough  for  executing  any  work  of  the  kind.  One 
similar  to  the  Charleston  boom  (impracticable  there)  could  readily  have 
been  placed  and  maintained  here  on  the  "  keys  "  or  inner  bulkheads, 
near  [Fort]  Caswell  and  New  Inlet,  and  in  the  narrow  river  near  the 
city,  where  this  would  be  invaluable.  Such  means  of  obstruction  as  I 
have  been  able  to  gather  in  the  last  two  months  I  have  employed ;  that 
is,  scows  laden  with  stone  and  two  small  vessels,  the  only  ones  to  be 
had.  Obstructions  of  this  nature  a.re  objectionable  here  from  the  shift 
ing  nature  of  the  bottom  and  the  great  extent  of  shoal.  A  channel  is 
soon  formed  around  them  to  restore  the  equilibrium  which  they  disturb. 
Strong,  open  -framework  or  chevaux-de-frise  of  timber,  iron,  and  chain, 
which  would  not  interfere  with  the  water-way,  is  the  best  for  this  coast; 
but  that  is  work  for  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  the  time,  the 
workmanship,  or  the  material.  The  submarine  mortars  of  General 
Rains  may  aid  us.  They  are  placed  to  the  best  of  my  judgment. 
Though  the  number  of  guns  at  [Forts]  Caswell  and  Fisher  is  consider 
able,  their  quality  is  bad  and  caliber  small.  Many  of  the  rifle  guns  are 
not  banded  and  not  to  be  trusted.  We  have  but  one  10-inch  gun 
and  but  one  rifle  as  large  as  42  in  the  district.  I  have  great  hopes  in 
the  inefficiency  of  the  monitors  at  sea  and  in  the  difficulty  of  the  chan 
nel.  A  scoundrel  of  a  pilot  has  managed  to  go  over  to  the  enemy  in  the 
past  three  weeks  and  is  now  on  board  their  fleet.  I  cannot  disguise  the 
fact  that  the  consequences  of  a  successful  passage  will  be  very  serious. 
In  this  respect  I  refer  to  my  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War  of  Novem 
ber  14  last,  previous  to  my  assuming  command  here,  and  to  a  consider 
ation  of  the  map  of  this  section.  Major-General  Smith,  being  now  in 
Eichmoud,  will  be  able  fully  to  inform  the  Department  in  this  matter, 
our  views  being,  I  am  happy  to  say  for  ray  part,  identical. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  II.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  General. 

*  Not  found. 
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WILMINGTON,  N.  C.,  January  28, 1863. 
General  FRENCH: 

Information  received  from  Beaufort  that  during  past  week  large 
bodies  of  troops  have  been  moved  from  New  Berne  by  railroad  and  put 
on  board  transports.  Twenty  transports  loaded  and  swung  out  into 
the  stream.  They  are  mostly  sailing  vessels. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  January  28,  1863. 
Flag-Officer  [W.  F.]  LYNCH, 

Commanding  C.  #.  Navy,  Wilmingto'n,  N.  C.  : 

COMMODORE  :  Yours  of  yesterday  relative  to  protection  of  the  gun 
boats  is  received.  The  subject  of  troops  to  support  the  batteries  on  the 
upper  river  has  been  duly  considered  for  the  disposition  of  the  forces 
for  the  defense.  It  is  not,  however,  thought  necessary  to  post  them 
immediately,  their  movement  depending  on  contingencies  which  may 
or  may  not  arise.  No  difficulty  is  anticipated  in  placing  troops  at  that 
point.  In  the  mean  time  every  possible  preparation  in  the  way  of  ob 
struction  is  recommended  to  be  got  ready.  Combined  with  sinking  of 
the  Arctic,  trees  with  the  branches  on  held  with  chains  will  form  a  for 
midable  and  easily-made  obstacle.  Very  few  obstructions,  however, 
will  be  able  to  withstand  the  spring  freshets,  which  in  this  river  are 
very  heavy.  I  do  not  advocate  the  immediate  obstruction  of  the  river, 
but  that  preparations  should  be  made  for  it.  Positions  and  pits  for 
riflemen  should  be  selected  and  made  in  every  suitable  place. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  BRIGADE, 

Salem,  Va.,  January  28, 1863. 
His  Excellency  ZEBULON  B.  YANCE, 

Governor  of  North  Carolina : 

SIR  :  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  a  matter  of  much  concern  to 
the  public  interest.  In  order  to  enable  the  armies  at  Fredericksburg, 
Kichmond,  and  other  points  having  railroad  communication  with  this 
section  to  obtain  the  necessary  supplies  of  corn,  &c.,  all  the  horses, 
mules,  &c.,  of  this  department  have  been  sent  to  a  considerable  distance, 
to  be  foraged  until  spring,  from  the  line  of  this  railroad  (Virginia  and  Ten 
nessee  road).  In  thus  distributing  these  animals,  and  after  overstock 
ing  almost  every  part  of  Virginia,  it  became  a  matter  of  necessity  to 
send  some  of  them  to  portions  of  North  Carolina,  where  both  grain  and 
long  forage  were  abundant.  But,  unfortunately,  there  is  a  great  indis 
position  on  the  part  of  people  there  to  sell  their  produce  for  Confed 
erate  money  at  any  price,  and  I  desire  to  ask  relief  at  your  hands  in  the 
form  of  authority  of  some  kind  for  impressment.  This  authority  you 
can  limit  with  such  restrictions  as  will  make  it  entirely  certain  that  no 
injustice  will  be  done  to  your  people.  If  some  step  of  this  sort  is  not 
taken  promptly,  and  we  should  be  compelled  in  this  portion  of  South- 
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western  Virginia  to  bring  the  horses  in  the  service  of  the  Government 
back  to  this  section,  and  thus  consume  the  forage  which  is  essential  to 
the  wants  of  our  armies  elsewhere,  it  is  manifest  that  most  serious  detri 
ment  to  the  public  service  must  occur. 

Knowing  your  disinterested  patriotism,  not  only  from  your  public 
character  but  also  from  a  personal  acquaintance  which  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  having  while  we  were  both  members  of  the  old  Federal  Congress,  and 
your  full  and  entire  devotion  to  our  cause  (which  is  not  the  cause  of  a 
State,  but  of  the  whole  South),  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  addressing 
you  upon  this  subject.  I  shall  forward  this  to  you  after  having  referred 
it  for  the  consideration  of  the  general  commanding  this  military  depart 
ment. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  JENKINS, 

Brigadier-  Genera  I. 


GOLDSBOROUGH,  N.  0.,  January  28,  1863. 
General  S.  COOPER: 

I  came  up  here  this  morning  and  assumed  command.     It  is  rumored 
the  troops  have  embarked.     It  needs  confirmation. 

S.  G.  FRENCH. 


GOLDSBOROUGH,  N.  C.,  January  30, 1863. 
General  S.  COOPER: 

General  Whiting  reports  twenty-four  regiments  on  transports  at  Beau 
fort  ready  to  sail,  and  25,000  troops  still  in  New  Berne,  under  Sigel,  to 
move  by  land. 

S.  G.  FKENCH. 


WILMINGTON,  N.  C.,  January  31,  1863. 
General  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH.  Richmond  : 

A  portion  of  the  enemy's  fleet  left  Beaufort  yesterday.  Five  steamers 
and  seventeen  transports  passed  Swansborough  last  night.  Recollect 
that  should  they  pass  below  me,  either  to  feint  or  make  a  real  attack  on 
Charleston,  Beauregard  may  recall  his  troops.  Their  presence,  or  at 
least  an  equal  number,  should  be  always  here,  and  if  you  supply  their 
place  you  must  have  more  from  the  North.  Sigel  is  at  New  Berne  with 
(reported)  twenty-five  regiments.  Greater  part  of  the  force  at  Morehead 
City  and  on  board  transports. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
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Abstract  from  Return  of  tlie  Department  of  North  Carolina,  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  S.  G. 

French,  for  January,  1863. 


Command. 

Present       for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

A  ggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Pieces  of 
artillery. 

Officers. 

i 
x 

i  i 

W    |fc 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  E.  Colston,  forces  at  Petersburg  Va  

95 
444 

650 
167 
176 
121 

11 
4 

27 
14 

30 
2 
46 

1,465 
7,270 

8,951 

1,840 
"2,  969 
1,756 
318 
91 
415 
237 

603 
48 
754 

1,741 
8,509 

11,  719 
2,269 
3,656 
2,094 
362 
96 
455 
295 

828 
53 
925 

2,338 
12,  503 

11,  719 
3,399 
4,624 
2,605 
433 
110 
504 
385 

1,045 
67 
1,077 

8       14 

18 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  J.  Pettigrew,  French's  division,  at  Magnolia, 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting,  District  of  the  Cape  Fear.  .  .  . 
Brig.  Gen.  N.  G.  Evans,  one  brigade,  at  Kinston,  N.  C  
Brig.  Gen.  J.  Daniel,  one  brigade,  at  Goldsborough,  N.  C.. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  R.  Davis,  one  brigade,  at  Goldsborough,  N.  C  . 
Maj.  J.  C.  Haskell,  four  batteries,  at  Goldsborough,  N.  C. 
Capt.  J.  B.  Starr,  one  light  battery,  at  Goldsborough,  N.  C  . 
Col.  J.  A.  J.  Bradford,  post  of  Goldsborough,  N.  C  
Col.  J.  A.  J.  Bradford,  four  artillery  companies,  at  Golds- 
borough  and  near  New  Berne. 
Col.  George  C.  Gibbs,  one  regiment,  at  Weldon,  N.  C  
Capt.  W.  J.  Dabney,  one  heavy  battery,  at  "Weldon,  N.  C  .  . 
Col.  William  F.  Martin,  one  regiment  and  one  battery,  at 
Hamilton,  N.  C. 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  H.  Robertson,  three  regiments  cavalry,  at 
Kinston,  IS".  C. 

Grand  total 

2!  I 

4 

16 

6 

\ 

""it.::: 

6 

33,  002 

40,  809 

'"     1"' 
12  j    78 

1,787 

26,  717 

Abstract  from  Report  of  the  Troops  of  the  District  of  the  Cape  Fear,  commanded  by  Brig. 
Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting,  for  January  31,  1863. 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Efiective  total. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

>-. 

9 

Officers. 

1 

i* 

« 

£ 

Brigadier-General  Clingman's  brigade 

135 
176 

87 
109 
24 
11 
20 
34 
7 
14 
13 
4 
4 
4 
2 
4 
3 
1 
1 

1,811 
2,412 
1,344 
1,497 
354 
216 
278 
534 
98 
194 
183 
55 
105 
41 
10 
20 
55 
31 
22 

2,065 
2,534 
1,446 
1,583 
365 
217 
357 
667 
104 
233 
201 
58 
105 
47 
12 
23 
54 
31 
22 

2,633 
2,916 
1,707 
1,801 
423 
237 
500 
791 
130 
268 
231 
66 
129 
65 
19 
32 
79 
32 
23 

3,380 
3,  747 
2,208 
2,369 
550 
272 
537 
885 
142 
288 
265 
78 
158 
93 
48 
33 
107 
32 
23 

"  4 
10 

..; 

Colonel  Colquitt's  brigade                      

Colonel  Harrison's  brigade 

'Colonel  Wilson's  bri^ad^s 

41st  Regiment  North  Carolina  Troops  (cavalry)  

3d   Battalion  North  Carolina  Artillery 

Fort  Caswell  (six  companies)  

Fort  Fisher  (nine  companies) 

Fort  Johnson  (two  companies)  ..*.  

Fort  Saint  Philip  (four  companies) 

10th  Battalion  North  Carolina  Artillery-   -   -. 

Fort  French  (one  company) 

Light-  House  Battery  (one^company)  

Company  F,  Tenth  Regiment  North  Carolina  Troops  
Company  B,  Sixty-first  Regiment  North  Carolina  Troops. 
Captain  Buie's  company,  North  Carolina  Troops 

Clark  Artillery  ' 

Bridge  guard  

Signal  Corps  

Grand  total... 

653 

9,260 

10,  124 

12,  082 

15,  215 

22 
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Organization  of  Troops  in  the  District  of  the  Cape  Fear,  commanded 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  E.  C.  Whiting,  for  January  31, 1863. 


GENERAL   GIST'S  DIVISION." 


Brigadier-General  Clingman?s  Brigade. 

8th  North  Carolina. 
31st  North  Carolina. 
51st  North  Carolina. 
61st  North  Carolina. 

Colonel  Wilson's  Brigade. 

25th  Georgia. 

29th  Georgia. 

30th  Georgia. 

Humphry  Troop. 

Detachment  artillery. 

Preston's,  [W.  C.,  South  Carolina]  light 

battery. 
Waties'  light  battery. 


Colonel  Colquitfs  Brigade. 

South    Carolina    Volun- 


46th  Georgia. 
7th  Battalion 

teers. 

16th  South  Carolina. 
24th  South  Carolina. 
25th  South  Carolina. 
Culpeper's  light  battery. 

Colonel  Harrisons  Brigade. 

32d    Georgia. 
47th  Georgia. 
4th  Louisiana  Battalion. 
Adams',  [Z.   T.,    North    Carolina]    light 

battery. 
Paris',  [A.  B.,  Virginia]  light  battery. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Unattached. 


41st  North  Carolina  (cavalry). 
Fort  Caswell  (six  companies). 
Fort  Fisher  (nine  companies). 
Fort  Johnson  (two  companies). 
Fort  Saint  Philip  (four  companies). 


City  and  Ewer  Defense. 

Lieut.  Col.  [C.  E.]  THORBUHN  command 
ing. 

10th  Battalion  North  Carolina  Artillery. 
Fort  French  (one  company). 
Light-House  Battery  (one  company). 


City  Garrison. 


Company  F,  Tenth  Regiment  North  Car 
olina  Troops. 

Company  B,  Sixty-first  Eegiment  North 
Carolina  Troops. 

Captain  Buie's  two  companies  North  Car 
olina  Troops. 

Clark  Artillery. 

Unattached. 

3d  Battalion  North  Carolina  Artillery. 
Signal  Corps. 
Bridge  Guard. 
Detachment  Capt.  Bradberry's  company. 


Abstract  from  Field  Return  of  Troops,  Maj.  Gen.  A.  Elzey  commanding 
1863  (headquarters  Richmond,  Fa.). 


',for  February  1, 


Command. 

Presftnt    for 
duty. 

Effective  total  pres 
ent. 

P< 

1 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Officers. 

a 

o 

Brif  Gen  H  A  Wise 

161 
25 
82 
33 
16 

2,002 
322 
1,428 
624 
246 

2,115 

388 
1,588 
700 
322 

2,503 
432 
1,879 
908 
365 

3,445 
510 
2,319 
1,  153 

385 

7,812 

Col  T  J  Page                                    ...     .     -      ... 

Col  T  S   Rhett 

Maj  F  W  Smith  

Grand  total    

317 

4,6€2 

5,113 

6,087 

*  Report  leaves  it  in  doubt  whether  any  or  all  brigades  given  below  constitute  this 
division. 
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FEBRUARY  2,  1863. 
General  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH,  Richmond  : 

I  think  the  attack  on  Savannah  can  only  be  a  feint  by  gunboats  to» 
draw  troops  from  North  Carolina ;  impossible  they  can  mean  otherwise 
with  the  very  large  force  at  New  Berne  and  Morehead  City.  Take  care 
that  troops  are  not  withdrawn  from  here.  Wilmington  and  Charleston 
are  now  worth  ten  Savannahs,  especially  in  view  of  our  late  naval  suc 
cess.  Let  us  secure  this  place  until  the  gunboats  are  done  beyond  per- 
adventure. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING. 


STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 

Raleigh,  N.  G.,  February  2,  1863. 
General  W.  G.  M.  DAVIS,  Warm  Springs,  N.  C.  : 

SIR  :  Yours,  giving  an  account  of  operations  in  your  command  in  the 
mountains  of  this  State,  has  been  received.  The  result  is  quite  satisfac 
tory,  and  I  am  especially  pleased  to  learn  that  there  appears  to  be  no 
regular  organization  of  enemies  to  the  Government  in  that  country.  I 
was  loath  to  believe  so,  and  from  the  first  was  of  the  opinion  that  the 
raid  was  only  for  plunder  and  that  the  whole  matter  was  probably  ex 
aggerated.  I  hope  now  that  quiet  and  order  are  restored  in  that  region, 
and  have  to  return  you  my  thanks  for  the  very  prompt  and  energetic 
aid  afforded  by  your  command  in  producing  this  state  of  things.  I  was 
fearful  in  the  great  excitement  prevailing  among  our  people  that  the 
misguided  people  of  Laurel  might  be  dealt  too  harshly  with,  and  warned 
the  officers  to  be  civil  and  just.  I  was  therefore  sorry  to  learn  this 
morning  that  Colonel  Allen  had  hanged  several  of  the  captured  pris 
oners.  I  hope  this  is  not  true,  as  it  would  be  much  better  to  have  them 
dealt  with  by  the  law.  In  regard  to  running  them  into  Kentucky  I  ap 
prove  of  the  plan,  provided  they  desire  to  go.  I  would  not  wish,  how 
ever,  to  exile  the  women  and  children  or  old  men  if  they  desire  to  re 
main,  as  the  law  ought  to  be  strong  enough  to  keep  them  in  subjection. 
I  hope  Colonel  McElroy  will  take  proper  steps  to  prevent  the  escape  of 
his  prisoners. 

With  sentiments  of  regard,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  February  3,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  [W.  H.  C.]  WHITING: 

General  Beauregard  expects  an  early  attack  on  Charleston.  Send 
him  one  of  the  brigades  he  forwarded  you — Gist's,  if  you  can  spare  it. 
Hold  another  ready  to  be  forwarded.  I  will  telegraph  General  French 
at  Goldsborough  as  far  as  practicable  to  re-enforce  you. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  February  3,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  [S.  G.]  FRENCH,  Goldsborough,  N.  C.  : 

General  Beauregard  expecting  early  attack  at  Charleston,  I  must  re 
turn  the  troops  sent  by  him  to  Wilmington.     I  order  one  brigade  to  be 
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forwarded  at  once  and  another  to  be  held  in  readiness  for  transporta 
tion.  You  must  re-enforce  General  Whiting  as  far  as  you  can  venture 
to  weaken  your  line. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  February  3,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  [S.  G.]  FRENCH, 

Goldsborougli,  N.  C. : 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL  :  The  question  of  traverse  against  reverse  fire  at 
[Forts]  Fisher  and  Caswell  has  already  been  amply  provided  for.  An 
other  heavy  casemate  has  been  erected  at  Fisher,  a  little  to  the  right  of 
the  detached  battery  Bolles.  Were  my  guns  of  heavier  caliber  I  should 
be  much  at  ease  as  to  that  work.  When  the  10-inch  columbiads  get  as 
far  as  Goldsborough  push  them  through.  At  Fort  Caswell,  which  was 
the  weakest  point  of  the  system,  I  have  six  guns  in  iron  casemates  of 
good  construction.  With  a  little  more  time  will  have  the  whole  channel 
guns  iron-covered.  Heavy  sand  traverses  separate  them.  On  the  re 
verse  faces  most  of  the  guns  looking  inward  have  been  placed  on  the 
cornice-way,  for  fire  on  the  anchorage,  and  their  place  terre-plein  occu 
pied  by  huge  traverses,  which  defilade  the  reverse  of  the  casemates  and 
cover  the  citadel.  The  casemates  in  the  channel  fronts  also  cover  the 
citadel.  Guns  of  the  heaviest  caliber  are  also  mounted  there.  In  Bruns 
wick  Eiver  strong  obstructions  have  been  placed,  covered  by  a  strong  bat 
tery,  1 J  miles  below  Fort  French  upon  a  high  hill.  The  railroad  brid  ge  to 
Wartherton  [Lumbertou]  Railroad  is  covered  by  a  battery  of  three  24- 
pounders  and  by  rifle-pits.  [Sic.  The  railroad  bridge  over  the  Lumber 
River  is  covered  by  a  battery  of  three  24-pounders  and  by  rifle-pits.] 
The  bluffs  in  the  city  from  old  Robert  Brown's  house,  near  the  ship 
yard,  down  to  Frolick's  sword  factory,  below  the  foundery,  are  occupied 
by  several  strong  batteries.  Another  above  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon 
Railroad  Wharf  commands  the  thoroughfare.  The  movements  of  the 
enemy  puzzle  me.  Unless  they  are  gone  mad  they  cannot  mean  to  at 
tack  Savannah.  It  could  have  no  possible  effect  on  the  war  if  they 
were  to  take  it.  Wilmington,  Charleston,  or  Mobile  is  worth  forty 
Savannahs  to  us  and  to  them.  They  may  mean  to  try  and  withdraw 
troops  from  here  and  North  Carolina  for  they  still  have  a  very  heavy 
force  at  Beaufort;  but  that  should  be  resisted.  I  fear  Beauregard  will 
take  alarm  and  recall  his  troops  from  here.  I  have  let  G.  W.  [Smith] 
know  my  views  on  the  matter.  Nothing  new  this  morning.  Heavy  gale 
of  wind  from  northward. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  February  3,  1863. 
Colonel  GORGAS, 

Chief  of  Ordnance,  Richmond,  Va. : 

COLONEL:  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  for  guns  of 
the  heaviest  caliber  within  the  means  of  the  department  for  the  success 
ful  defense  of  this  place.  I  learn  with  great  pleasure  that  one  10-inch 
columbiad  is  now  on  its  way.  One  more  is  absolutely  necessary.  The 
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heavy  rifled  guns  for  the  Navy  gunboats  ought,  if  possible,  to  be  sent 
forward,  as  they  might  be  mounted  until  required  on  board.  I  presume, 
however,  that  your  Department  has  nothing  to  do  with  them.  Secretary 
Mallory  offers  the  co-operation  of  the  Navy  in  guns  and  men.  No  doubt 
your  recommendation  to  the  founderies  on  the  importance  of  completing 
these  guns  would  hasten  them.  The  vital  points  of  the  Confederacy 
now  are  Eichmond,  Wilmington,  Charleston,  Mobile,  and  Vicksburg. 
Let  us  hold  these,  and  whatever  else  goes  we  are  safe. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  February  3,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH, 

Commanding  Department : 

GENERAL  :  I  need  not  urge  upon  you  the  necessity  of  our  having  here 
as  many  heavy  guns  as  we  can  get ;  the  heavier  the  better.  Please  to 
•  urge  it  upon  the  Department.  I  am  happy  to  learn  that  a  10-inch  colum- 
biad  is  on  the  way.  One  more  of  the  caliber  is  absolutely  needed  and  I 
hope  may  be  procured.  I  prefer  the  10-inch  smooth-bore  to  rifle-guns 
as  against  iron-clads.  We  can  use  the  120-pound  bolt  in  them  with 
effect.  In  the  mean  time,  taking  the  offer  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
the  heavy  guns  and  ammunition  destined  for  the  gunboats  building  here 
should  be  sent  forward  at  once.  Pending  the  completion  of  the  boats 
they  can  be  placed  in  battery  to  do  effective  service.  Colonel  Stevens 
has  sent  me  an  engineer  experienced  in  submarine  galvanic  batteries. 
If  we  can  arrange  the  material  I  am  sure  there  is  no  better  locality  for 
such  than  this,  and  to  blow  up  one  or  two  monitors  is  perhaps  the  best 
and  cheapest  way  to  procure  a  few  15-inch  guns.  I  shall  send  this 
officer  (Lieut.  [Henry]  Bolton)  to  Richmond  to  get  up  the  machinery. 
Please  to  give  him  your  countenance  and  recommend  the  matter  to  the 
attention  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  Richmond,  Wilmington,  Charleston, 
Mobile,  and  Vicksburg  are  five  vital  and  most  important  points  to  our 
country  and  cause.  Hold  them,  no  matter  what  else  goes,  and  the  re 
public  is  safe.  In  this  view  I  cannot  regard  expeditious  and  attacks 
upon  places  of  minor  importance  as  other  than  feints  to  draw  off  forces 
from  the  defense  of  those  positions,  unless,  indeed,  the  enemy  is  struck 
with  judicial  blindness  and  does  not  know  what  we  know.  I  hope  that 
their  security  will  be  placed  beyond  perad venture,  first,  by  the  posting 
of  a  sufficient  permanent  garrison  or  infantry  force  for  any  sudden  de 
scent  of  the  enemy — this  to  be  always  on  hand ;  and,  secondly,  by  the 
system  you  have  adopted  in  your  command  of  a  movable  army,  which 
can  act  in  an}r  part  of  the  department  according  to  circumstances.  Here 
now  I  have  no  more  than  are  absolutely  necessary;  yet  this  garrison, 
withdrawn  from  the  next  southern  department,  is  liable  to  be  recalled 
and  leave  Wilmington  open.  I  beg  you  will  urge  what  I  have  so  often 
brought  forward — the  necessity  of  the  presence  here  of  a  movable  col 
umn  of  my  own,  ready  to  act  either  upon  a  laud  or  sea  approach  or 
both,  until  relief  should  come  from  your  corps  Warmee.  Many  previous 
letters  set  forth  and  explain  this  necessity  by  reference  to  the  topo 
graphical  features  of  this  district. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 

Goldsborough,  N.  C.,  February  3,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH, 

Richmond,  Va. : 

DEAR  SIR  :  If  the  information  be  true  that  the  iron-clads  (monitors) 
are  now  at  Port  Royal,  and  that  some  thirty  transports  and  a  number 
of  gunboats  have  left  Beaufort  and  gone  south,  I  think  the  attack  on 
Wilmington  is  abandoned,  if  it  was  ever  seriously  entertained.  Now, 
it  appears  to  me  the  United  States  Government  has  two  great  objects 
in  view — first,  the  capture  of  Richmond,  and,  second,  the  opening  of 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  River  by  the  reduction  of  Port  Hud 
son  and  Vicksburg.  Taking  this  for  granted,  and  that  unless  they 
think  their  army  ample  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  first,  might  we 
not  suppose  that  the  forces  under  General  Foster,  now  at  Beaufort,  may 
when  the  proper  time  arrives  embark  and  proceed  up  the  James  River  ? 
In  this  case  we  would  have  no  knowledge  of  his  movements,  or  rather 
destination,  until  he  showed  himself  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  all  the 
coast  being  in  the  enemy's  possession.  If  they  sail  south  it  appears  to 
me  they  would  go  to  the  Mississippi  rather  than  waste  their  strength  in 
attacking  minor  points.  It  may  be,  however,  that  they  may  land  near* 
Savannah.  I  write  this  to  call  your  attention  to  the  unprotected  state 
of  the  James  River,  and  to  say  that  as  soon  as  ever  I  find  positively 
that  the  fleet  have  sailed  I  wish  to  move  a  part  of  my  forces  toward 
Petersburg.  If  you  deem  these  suggestions  worthy  of  consideration 
you  may  forward  this  letter  to  the  War  Department. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

S.  G.  FRENCH, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

[Indorsements.  ] 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Richmond,  Va.,  February  6,  1863. 

Respectfully  forwarded  as  requested  for  the  information  of  the  Secre 
tary  of  War. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

RICHMOND,  YA.,  February  6,  1863. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  President. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

/Secretary  of  War. 
SECRETARY  OF  WAR  : 

The  suggestion  of  forces  in  position  to  defend  the  approach  of  James 
River  is  worthy  of  attention.  If  the  enemy  has  gone  toward  the  south 
the  destination  is  most  probably  the  coast  of  South  Carolina,  and  requires 
that  Charleston  and  the  railroad  to  Savannah  should  be  covered  with 
a  larger  force  than  heretofore.  There  are  many  reasons  to  anticipate 
an  attempt  against  Charleston,  and  the  inducements  to  capture  any 
other  point  on  the  coast  south  of  Wilmington  are  so  small  that  a  concen 
tration  of  force  is  clearly  indicated  at  Charleston  and  on  its  approaches. 
There  should  be  simultaneously  the  greatest  activity  in  Eastern  North 
Carolina,  and  coupled  with  military  operations  there  should  be  vigorous 
and  well-directed  efforts  to  get  out  the  supplies  of  forage  and  subsist 
ence  remaining-  in  that  region. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 
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General  GUSTAVUS  TV.  SMITH: 

Would  it  not  be  well  to  send  from  troops  around  Goldsborougb  fur 
ther  re-enforcements  to  Wilmington  and  forward  tbence  all  the  force 
that  can  possibly  be  spared  for  defense  of  Charleston  ?  I  do  not  appre 
hend  attack  on  Petersburg  or  Eichmond,  nor  do  I  see  how,  consistently 
with  the  other  objects  referred  to  by  the  President,  forces  can  be  drawn 
back  in  this  direction.  All  subsistence  supplies  that  are  attainable 
should  be  collected  and  sent  from  North  Carolina  to  this  city. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

EICHMOND,  YA.,  February  10,  1863. 

Eespectfully  referred  to  General  French,  calling  his  attention  to  the 
indorsements  of  the  President  and  Secretary  of  War. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major -General, 


[FEBRUARY  3-6, 1863. — For  correspondence  between  President  Davis, 
the  Secretary  of  War,  and  General  Lee,  in  reference  to  re-enforcements 
from  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  for  North  and  South  Carolina,  see 
Series  I,  Vol.  XIV,  pp.  759,  762-764,  766.] 


HEADQUARTERS, 
'Wilmington,  February  4,  1863. 
General  BEAUREGARD,  Charleston,  S.  C. : 

Dispatch  received  from  Secretary  of  War  ordering  me  to  send  you  a 
brigade  and  to  hold  another  in  readiness.  Troops  will  accordingly 
move  to-day,  as  fast  as  transportation  will  admit,  commencing  with 
Colquitt's  brigade.  Has  been  a  smash  on  the  railroad.  Charleston 
mail  not  in.  What  news  from  the  enemy?  Are  they  threatening 
Charleston?  Do  you  want  Gist?  Do  not  think  the  enemy  intend 
Savannah  at  all. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  General. 


[FEBRUARY  4-7, 1863. — For  Beauregard  to  Whiting,  see  Series  I,  Vol. 
XIV,  pp.  762,  764,  767,  768.] 

RICHMOND,  VA.,  February  [March  °/]  5, 1863. 

Lieutenant-General  LONGSTREET, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

GENERAL  :  The  Secretary  of  War  requested  me  to  write  to  you  and 
say  that  he  desires  you  to  have  a  close  reconnaissance  made  of  Suffolk 
with  the  view  of  attacking  and  carrying  it,  if  you  think  it  advisable 
and  it  can  be  done  with  advantage.  If,  however,  the  works  are  found 
too  strong,  he  does  not  propose  to  carry  it  out.  I  think  you  had  better 
come  over  and  see  him  yourself  if  you  can  spare  the  time. 
Very  truly  and  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AENOLD  ELZBY, 

Major -General. 
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WILMINGTON,  February  7, 1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON  : 

Have  sent  General  Beauregard  two  of  his  brigades.  If  I  send  more- 
off  must  have  another  brigade  here. 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  General. 

EICHMOND,  VA.,  February  7,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH, 

Commanding,  Goldsborough,  N.  C.  : 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL  :  Inclosed  I  send  the  map  of  fortifications  of 
New  Berne  and  the  description  accompanying  it,  and  also  inclose  mem 
oranda  of  roads  furnished  by  Colonel  Pool  and  another  by  two  of  my 
staff  officers.*  Your  suggestions  in  regard  to  the  probability  of  attack 
by  the  James  and  the  possible  necessity  for  a  prompt  move  in  this 
direction  are  in  accordance  with  my  own  views  of  the  probable  contin 
gencies  that  must  be  anticipated.  I  have  long  thought  that  the  whole 
organization  of  my  command  ought  to  be  rearranged,  and  looked  to 
the  chances  of  my  being  permanently  assigned  as  major-general  to  com 
mand  Eichmond  and  its  immediate  defenses,  in  which  case  I  hoped  to 
have  had  Daniel's  and  Davis'  brigades  as  part  of  the  permanent  garri 
son  here  as  before,  and  perhaps  to  have  you  again  at  Petersburg ;  not 
in  my  command,  but  as  a  neighbor,  closely  identified  with  the  defense 
of  Bichmoad,  and  that  our  friend,  General  Pettigrew,  if  not  promoted 
would  be  with  you.  Of  course  it  was  taken  for  granted  that  active  op 
erations  in  North  Carolina  would  require  the  presence  of  a  commander 
of  higher  rank  than  a  division  commander,  and  as  I  had  made  up  my 
niind  not  to  serve  under  any  of  the  lieutenant-generals  who  were  my 
juniors  as  major-generals  it  was  tolerably  clear  to  my  mind  that  I  would 
have  to  retire  from  that  field  before  the  struggle  was  over.  It  seems 
that  the  Government  first  intended  to  send  E.  K.  Smith  and  then  D. 
H.  Hill  to  command,  but  something  went  wrong  and  *  *  *  to  have 
settled  down  upon  the  *  *  *,  excepting  I  was  to  remain  in  the  *  *  * 
in  Goldsborough.  I  have  to-day  [determined]  to  send  in  my  resignation, 
and  thus  *  *  *  my  plans  at  least  for  the  present. 

To  yourself  and  General  Pettigrew  and  all  the  officers  and  men  of 
your  command  I  tender  my  best  wishes.  May  success  and  prosperity 
always  attend  you.  To-day  I  am  not  in  the  mood  to  write,  even  if  I 
had  time.t 

I  remain,  very  truly,  vour  friend, 

G.  W.  SMITH. 

SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )    ADJT.  AND  INSPECTOR  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 
No.  32.  f  Richmond,  Fa.,  February  7,  1863. 

******* 

XXX.  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  troops- 
in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  will  report  by  letter  to  Maj.  Gen. 

G.  W.  Smith,  in  this  city. 

*  *  "  #  *  #  *  * 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHEES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

*  Not  found.  f  Portions  of  original  illegible. 
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BICHMOND,  VA.,  February  8,  1863. 
General  FRENCH,  Goldsborougli,  N.  C. : 

General  Whiting  has  been  telegraphed  to  return  to  General  Beaure- 
gard  all  the  force  received  from  his  command. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  February  10,  1863. 
Col.  [H.  L.j  BENBOW, 

Commanding  Brigade,  Sudberry,  N.  C. : 

COLONEL:  Your  brigade  will  take  the  position  at  Sudberry  lately 
occupied  by  Colonel  Harrison's  brigade.  You  will  complete  the  works 
commenced  and  indicated  by  the  engineer  officers.  You  will  examine 
the  dispatches  brought  from  the  front  by  couriers  from  the  outposts, 
and  learning  their  contents  forward  them  to  me  by  telegraph.  Persons 
passing  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy  are  required  to  have  a  special 
pass  from  these  headquarters.  Market  carts  and  provisions  are  allowed 
to  pass  the  lines.  You  will  reconnoiter  and  make  yourself  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  vicinity  of  your  post,  its  approaches,  and  defenses, 
and  require  all  your  mounted  officers  to  do  the  same.  Cause  strict  dis 
cipline  to  be  maintained ;  drills,  parades,  and  all  camp  duties  to  be  reg 
ularly  and  properly  performed.  You  are  required  to  protect  private 
property  from  depredation. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  February  10,  1863. 
His  Excellency  ZEBULON  B.  VANCE, 

Governor  of  North  Carolina : 

SIR  :  In  the  present  state  of  the  roads,  and  with  the  deficient  means 
of  transportation  afforded  by  the  railroads,  the  subsistence  of  General 
Lee's  army  is  seriously  endangered  and  may  become  actually  dependent 
on  the  means  of  commanding  the  forage  and  provisions  which  have 
been  and  are  now  being  collected  by  the  Bureaus  of  this  Department  in 
your  State.  The  vital  importance  of  the  subject  will,  I  trust,  excuse 
me  in  your  estimation  for  invoking  your  attention  to  the  subjoined 
copy  of  a  telegram  just  received  from  Colonel  Wadley,  the  agent  of  the 
Government  for  railroad  transportation,  and  asking  your  co-operation 
with  him  in  so  managing  and  controlling  the  transportation  on  the 
line  of  roads  within  your  State  as  to  render  them  most  efficient  in  for 
warding  promptly  and  regularly  the  supplies  so  essential  to  our  main 
army.  Colonel  Wadley  or  his  leading  assistant  is  now  in  Ealeigh,  and 
will  gladly  avail  himself  of  the  privilege  of  conferring  with  you  on  your 
call,  and  I  would  bespeak  your  favorable  consideration  of  the  sugges 
tions  his  experience  may  dictate. 

With  high  esteem,  most  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  A.  SEDDOK, 
Secretary  of  War. 
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[Inclosure.] 

BALEIGH,  February  10, 1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

Everything  is  in  the  utmost  confusion  on  the  North  Carolina  Bail- 
road,  and  I  can  get  no  satisfactory  answer  from  the  Wilmington  and 
Weldon  road  about  transportation  of  corn.  The  State  holds  a  controll 
ing  interest  in  both.  Cannot  some  arrangement  be  made  with  the  Gov 
ernor  by  which  a  more  efficient  management  can  be  had  f 

W.  M.  WADLEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

Goldsborough,  N.  <7.,  February  12,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
10th  instant,  inclosing  a  letter  written  to  you  by  Maj.  0.  S.  Carrington 
iii  relation  to  forage  at  Tarborough  and  the  sources  from  which  I  am  to 
draw  supplies  for  my  forces.  I  have  had  many  years  of  experience  in 
the  quartermaster's  department,  and  foreseeing  last  summer  that  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  would  have  to  depend  on  the  supplies  from  North 
Carolina,  gave  implicit  instructions  to  all  my  quartermasters  accord 
ingly.  Before  the  crop  was  ripe  enough  to  shell  I  ordered  it  to  be  brought 
in  the  shuck  in  box  cars,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  have  sent  it 
forward  to  Petersburg  and  Bichmond  as  fast  as  cars  could  be  procured. 
The  quartermasters  at  Weldon  and  Tarborough  have  been  furnished  by 
me  with  every  means  necessary  to  collect  the  forage,  but  the  greatest 
difficulty  I  have  had  to  encounter  has  been  with  the  railroad  companies. 
I  have  caused  many  letters  to  be  written  and  have  had  interviews  with 
the  officers  asking  their  aid  to  get  the  forage  out  of  the  country,  and 
have  gone  so  far  as  to  impress  trains  to  send  grain  to  your  city.  Several 
weeks  since  I  directed  Captain  Yen  able  to  force  the  cars,  whenever  they 
were  about  to  return  empty  from  Weldon  to  Petersburg,  to  proceed  to 
Halifax  for  grain  for  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  In  a  letter  addressed 
to  W.  T.  Joynes  some  time  since  I  earnestly  solicited  his  aid  as  president 
of  the  Petersburg  and  Weldon  Bailroad  in  this  matter,  and  have  urged 
this  also  on  Colonel  Fremont  of  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon  Bailroad. 
Storehouses  have  been  built  and  large  wagon  trains  sent  to  Tarborough 
by  my  orders  to  secure  grain  5  and  I  was  not  before  aware  that  Major 
Carrington  had  much  control  over  these  supplies,  which  have  claimed 
the  particular  attention  of  my  chief  quartermaster  as  well  as  myself. 
Without  exception,  I  have  always  directed  that  supplies  for  all  commands 
should  be  drawn  from  the  surrounding  country,  except  on  the  Black- 
water  and  other  extreme  frontier  lines,  when  they  were  required,  as  far 
as  possible,  to  forage  within  the  lines  of  the  enemy.  I  am  apprehensive 
that  Major  Carrington  is  not  well  informed  respecting  the  resources  of 
the  State,  or  he  would  not  have  thought  it  possible  for  the  troops  south 
of  Goldsborough  to  find  supplies  in  that  part  of  the  country.  I  am  get 
ting  all  that  can  be  found,  especially  from  Sampson  County;  but  there 
is  only  a  little  that  can  be  purchased.  In  Onslow  County  some  could  be 
found,  but  it  will  all  be  required  for  the  cavalry  on  duty  there  before  the 
crop  of  oats  mature.  Before  the  receipt  of  your  letter  I  ordered  General 
J.  J.  Pettigrew  with  his  brigade  to  march  via  Greenville  to  Washington 
County  to  drive  the  enemy  out  of  the  town  of  Plymouth  and  from  the 
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counties  adjoining  Washington,  so  as  to  enable  us  to  get  the  supplies  out 
of  that  part  of  the  State  and  to  give  protection  to  the  people  and  induce 
them  to  plant  largely  for  the  coming  season.  A  force  has  also  been  sent 
into  Bertie  County  for  a  similar  purpose,  and  to  operate  in  Gates  and 
Chowan  Counties.  The  people  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  have  some 
cause  of  complaint  for  want  of  protection,  because  the  small  force  I  have 
had  in  my  command  precluded  my  advancing  them  far  east  of  the  rail 
road.  Now  for  the  first  time  I  have  an  available  force  to  send  east  and 
attack  the  enemy  and  give  some  protection  to  the  citizens.  To-day  finds 
the  enemy  not  advanced  a  foot  from  where  he  was  in  July  last,  when  I 
was  placed  in  charge  of  this  department.  I  inclose  with  this  a  letter 
from  the  quartermaster  at  Tarborough  in  reply  to  one  from  my  chief 
quartermaster.  You  may  rest  assured  I  shall  draw  all  my  supplies  as 
far  as  possible  from  the  surrounding  country.  The  requirements  for 
Wilmington  are  10,000  bushels  per  month. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

S.  G.  FRENCH, 
Major-  Genera ?,  Commanding. 


[FEBRUARY  12,  1.863.— For  Beauregard  to  Wanting,  see  Series  I,  Vol. 
XIV,  p.  774.] 

NAVY  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  February  13,  1863. 
His  Excellency  ZEBULON  B.  VANCE, 

Governor  of  North  Carolina,  Raleigh,  N.  C.  ; 

SIR  :  I  am  informed  by  Flag-Officer  Lynch  that  there  are  at  Lawrence- 
burg,  N.  C.,  4,224  bars,  or  about  707  tons,  of  railroad  iron,  and  that  all 
operations  upon  the  extension  of  the  railroad  beyond  that  point  have 
been  suspended  and  will  not  be  renewed  during  the  war.  I  have  the 
honor  to  request  that  this  iron  may  be  turned  over  to  this  Department 
to  be  rolled  into  plates  for  protecting  the  gunboat  and  battery  under  con 
struction  on  the  Eoanoke  River.  The  iron  will  be  paid  for  at  its  market 
value,  or  the  Department  will  agree  to  return  it  six  months  after  a  dec 
laration  of  peace.  All  efforts  made  to  obtain  iron  in  North  Carolina 
and  elsewhere  have  failed,  and  I  beg  leave  to  urge  upon  your  consider 
ation  the  expediency  of  turning  over  the  lot  of  iron  referred  to,  with  the 
understanding  that  it  will  be  used  exclusively  for  plating  gunboats  and 
batteries  now  nearly  ready  for  it  in  your  State. 
I  am,  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLOEY, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

FREDERICKSBURG,  February  13,  1863. 
General  S.  COOPER  : 

I  think  a  division  under  Ransom,  as  well  as  I  can  judge  at  this  dis 
tance,  can  be  sent.  I  refer  to  my  letters  to  the  President  and  Secre 
tary. 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


[FEBRUARY  13,  1863.— For  Seddon  to  Whiting,  see  Series  I,  Vol. 
XIV,  p.  776.] 
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HE  AD  QUARTERS, 

FredericJcsburg,  February  14,  1863. 
Hou.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

SIR  :  I  think  it  proper  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Depart 
ment,  that  I  have  received  this  morning  a  letter  dated  Heathville,  10th 
instant,  from  Lieut.  C.  Littleton  Upshur,  signing  himself  enrolling  offi 
cer,  stating  that  on  the  9th  and  10th  transports  of  the  enemy  loaded 
with  troops,  horses,  &c.,  passed  down  the  Potomac.  I  do  not  know 
Lieutenant  Upshur,  but  he  states  that  he  is  directly  on  the  river  and 
can  see  all  their  movements.  If  they  are  anything  more  than  conva 
lescents  returning  to  their  commands  south  I  think  it  probable  they 
are  re-enforcements  for  General  Foster.  I  do  not  think  that  they  were 
embarked  at  Aquia  Creek,  inasmuch  as  I  have  received  a  letter  of  the 
same  date  from  a  scout  watching  that  position  in  which  he  states  that 
a  large  number  of  the  enemy  is  encamped  at  that  point,  and  no  men 
tion  is  made  of  embarkation  or  transports.  Other  scouts  on  the  Poto 
mac  have  as  yet  reported  no  passage  of  troops  down  that  river. 

Capt.  E.  P.  Bryan,  signal  officer,  whom  I  had  directed  to  cross  over  into 
Maryland  for  the  purpose  of  watching  the  Potomac  on  that  side,  I  fear 
may  not  now  be  on  that  duty,  as  an  order  has  been  received  here  (Spe 
cial  Orders,  No.  20,  Paragraph  XX,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's 
Office)  directing  him  to  report  to  General  Beauregard,  and  he  may  have 
reported  accordingly  without  my  knowledge. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

February  14,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

SIR  :  After  dispatching  my  letter  to  you  this  morning  I  received  in 
formation  from  one  of  my  scouts  on  the  enemy's  left  that  a  small  steamer 
with  troops  had  on  Sunday  passed  down  the  Potomac  j  that  since  that 
time  seven  large  steamers  and  five  or  six  transports,  towed  by  the 
steamers  and  laden  with  troops,  had  also  descended  the  Potomac. 

On  the  llth  and  12th  instant  no  movements  had  been  observed. 

This  evening  I  received  information  from  scouts  on  the  enemy's  right 
np  to  the  12th  instant.  Two  report  that  the  Ninth  Army  Corps  of  Gen 
eral  Hooker's  army  had  embarked  at  Belle  Plains  and  sailed  lor  Suf 
folk  ;  that  a  large  fleet  of  transports  was  at  Aquia  Creek,  and  there  was- 
other  evidence  of  a  general  move.  Their  cavalry  had  been  withdrawn 
from  the  Spotted  Tavern  and  Hartwood  Church  toward  the  railroad, 
leaving  pickets  in  their  stead.  Sigel's  corps  is  still  at  Stafford  Court- 
House.  Three  brigades  had  reached  Washington.  The  infantry  at 
Union  Mills  Ford  (Bull  Eun)  were  leaving  for  Washington,  and  the 
cavalry  for  Stafford  Court-House.  Prisoners  captured  by  General 
Hampton  report  that  General  Hays,  with  three  regiments  of  infantry, 
seven  pieces  of  artillery,  and  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  was  to  leave  LTnion 
Mills  Ford  yesterday  for  Washington. 

I  have  directed  General  Pickett's  division  to  march  to-morrow  for 
Richmond  and  General  Hood's  division  to  be  held  in  readiness.  One 
of  the  scouts  reported  that  it  was  the  Second  Army  Corps  which  had 
embarked  for  Suffolk.  Although  it  is  stated  that  their  destination  is 
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Suffolk,  should  DO  other  troops  follow  I  think  it  probable  that  this 
-corps  is  intended  to  re-enforce  their  army  in  South  Carolina ;  but  should 
its  real  destination  be  Suffolk,  General  Pickett's  division  will  be  ample 
to  resist  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  February  15,1803. 
General  II.  E.  LEE  : 

I  subjoin  a  telegram  just  received  from  General  Pryor;  likewise  the 
closing  paragraph  of  a  telegram  by  order  of  General  Erench,  at  Golds- 
borough,  calling  for  large  supplies  of  ammunition.  I  consider  the  latter 
the  result  of  similar  intelligence  from  General  Pryor.  I  doubt  the  New 
port  News  report.  Have  you  information  to  determine  it  ?  Would  you 
advise  delay  in  sending  troops  to  Charleston  from  North  Carolina  ? 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

FRANKLIN,  VA.,  February  14,  1863. 

Two  persons  from  Norfolk  Thursday  (one  a  lady  and  the  other  a  gentleman),  where 
there  had  been  no  concert,  inform  me  that  thirty-six  regiments  landed  at  Newport 
News  Wednesday.  They  say  it  is  Hooker's  army.  Within  the  past  week  Suffolk 
largely  re-enforced. 

ROGER  A.  PRYOR, 
Brigadier-Genei'al,  Commanding. 
Ari  attack  is  expected  here. 

Meaning  at  Hamilton.  N.  C. 

[J/A.  S.I 

WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A.. 

Richmond,  Va.,  February  15,  1863. 
General  E.  E.  LEE  : 

General  French  telegraphs  that  he  must,  on  the  call  of  General  Pryor, 
send  re-enforcements  to  him.  General  Davis  with  a  brigade  is  ordered. 
A  brigade  has  also  been  ordered  from  Wilmington  to  Charleston.  Colonel 
Tabb  reports  considerable  fleets  of  steamers  and  transports  at  mouth 
of  James  Eiver  as  coming  from  a  reliable  source.  The  President  thinks 
you  had  better  move  an  adequate  force  at  or  toward  Hanover  Junction 
to  aid  here  if  required. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  cf  War. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  February  15,  1863. 
General  E.  E.  LEE,  Commanding,  &c. : 

SIR  :  I  send  you  herewith  full  copies  of  the  telegram  from  General 
French  and  letter  from  Colonel  Tabb,  to  which  I  have  referred  in  a  tel 
egram  I  have  just  sent  you.*  In  the  letter  you  will  perceive  a  mistake, 
either  in  regard  to  the  York  or  James  Eiver.  I  concluded  in  my  tele 
gram  that  the  James  was  meant  in  both  places,  though  it  may  be  well 
doubted  if  the  York,  as  first  named,  was  not  designed  throughout.  It 
matters  not,  however,  as  the  danger  could  not  be  materially  different  in 

*  Not  found. 
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the  event  of  a  landing  in  force  on  either.  I  cannot  believe  that  a  serious 
blow  at  this  city  is  contemplated  at  this  season,  and  if  the  approach  is 
to  be  from  the  York  Kiver  I  am  satisfied  it  will  not  be  ventured.  Still, 
it  is  well  to  be  guarded  fully  and  in  time,  and  the  President  thinks  if 
you  do  not  apprehend  immediate  attack,  which,  with  the  present  state 
of  the  roads  he  does  not  think  practicable,  that  you  had  better  move 
what  you  may  deem  an  adequate  force  to  protect  this  city  in  supporting 
distance,  say  at  Hanover  Junction.  We  have  not,  I  fear,  more  than 
some  3,000  effective  troops  here  and  at  Drewry's  Bluff.  On  the  receipt 
of  General  French's  dispatch  General  Davis,  with  his  brigade,  was  or 
dered  to  the  Black  water  to  re- enforce  General  Pry  or.  The  intelligence 
of  an  expected  attack  on  Charleston,  and  the  removal  of  nearly  all  the 
troops,  together  with  General  Foster  and  his  staff,  south  from  North 
Carolina,  induced  the  President  likewise  to  order  a  brigade  (Clingman's) 
from  Wilmington  to  Charleston,  and  another  from  General  Daniel's 
division  to  replace  it,  and  be  held  prepared  to  move  forward  likewise  to 
Charleston  if  events  required,  to  be  itself  replaced  by  a  further  brigade 
from  General  [Junius]  Daniel's  division.  The  other  forces  in  North 
Carolina  have  been  for  the  present  ordered  to  be  disposed  by  General 
French  as  he  deems  best  for  the  protection  of  Weldon,  Goldsborough, 
and  the  line  of  the  railroad.  Not  having  the  key  to  your  cipher,  and  a 
mistake  having  been  committed  by  the  telegraph  operator  in  the  first 
two  words  in  cipher,  I  have  been  much  puzzled  to  make  out  your  tele 
gram  received  this  morning;  and  though  I  had  the  aid  of  JVIaj.  [William] 
Norris,  of  the  Signal  Corps,  it  was  not  until  after  my  telegram  this 
evening  was  sent  that,  by  trying  other  words,  I  succeeded  in  decipher 
ing  it.  The  march  of  Pickett's  division  to  Richmond  may,  very  proba 
bly,  suffice  at  present  to  guard  against  any  sudden  attack  on  this  city. 
I  will  keep  you  advised  of  any  further  intelligence  received.  General 
Pry  or  promised,  by  telegram  of  the  14th  instant,  to  give  by  to-night 
certain  intelligence,  both  in  relation  to  the  reported  forces  on  the  James 
aud  the  re-enforcements  at  Suffolk.  As  yet  the  intelligence  has  not 
come. 

With  high  esteem,  very  truly,  yours, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Fa.,  February  15,  1803. 

Maj.  Gen.  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH, 

Commanding,  &c.: 

SIR:  After  consultation  with  the  President  I  desire  that  you  will  or 
der  Brigadier-General  Davis,  with  his  brigade,  to  re-enforce  General 
Pryor,  on  the  Blackwater,  and  Clinginan's  brigade  from  Wilmington  to 
Charleston ;  that  you  will  send  a  brigade  of  Daniel's  division  at  once  to 
Wilmington  to  replace  Clingmau's  and  hold  another  ready  to  move  in 
the  same  direction,  so  that  in  case  events  require  it  likewise  may  be 
forwarded  to  Charleston  and  be  itself  replaced  at  Wilmington — perhaps 
afterwards  followed  to  Charleston  by  another  brigade  of  Daniel's  di 
vision.  The  residue  of  his  force  General  French  will  dispose  as  he 
deems  most  judicious  for  the  defense  of  Weldon,  Goldsborough,  and  the 
line  of  the  railroads. 

With  high  esteem,  very  truly,  yours, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  N.  C.,  February  15,  1863. 

His  Excellency  the  GOVERNOR,  Raleigh,  N.  C.  : 

SIR:  I  send  for  your  information  a  letter*  just  received  from  Lum- 
berton,  in  Eobeson  County,  respecting  a  deplorable  condition  of  things 
in  that  section,  due  to  the  presence  and  depredations  of  deserters. 
Accordingly,  I  have  ordered  Capt.  J.  E.  McDonald,  Fifty-first  North 
Carolina,  and  his  company  (all  Eobeson  County  men)  to  proceed  there 
and  either  capture  or,  if  necessary,  destroy  these  freebooters.  A  copy  * 
of  his  orders  is  herewith.  The  statement  of  the  inadequacy  of  the 
militia  force  and  the  disaffection  of  the  free  negroes  renders  this  action 
on  my  part  necessary,  and  I  think  it  will  meet  your  approval. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


Abstract  from  Field  Report  of  the  Troops  of  the  District  of  the  Cape  Fear,  commanded  ly 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting,  February  15,  Ib63. 
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134 
160 
65 

1,854 
2,791 
1,228 

2,028 
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1,504 

2,288 
3,151 
1,800 

Brigadier-General  Kaiisom's  brigade 

Forts  Cas\vell,  Fisher,  Johnson,  and  Saint  Philip  (twenty-one  com 

panies). 

City  and  river  defense  (one  battalion  artillery  and  three  companies)  

21 
11 

10 

416 
144 
134 

461 
159 
135 

558 
188 
158 

3d  Battalion  North  Carolina  Artillery  

18 
g 

446 
203 

460 
205 

487 
295 

Three  companies  of  cavalry  

I 

17 

17 

20 

Bridge  guard         

1 

04 

24 

27 

Grand  total    

429 

7,  257 

7,899 

8,902 

.— Aggregate  present  and  absent  not  reported. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  February  16,  1863. 

General  E.  E.  LEE,  Fredericksburg,  Va.  : 
General  Pry  or  reports : 

Scoufc  from  opposite  Newport  News  reports  transports  landing  there  since  Wednes 
day  evening.     Knows  nothing  of  the  number.    Saw  eleven  steamboats  at  one  time. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Not  found. 
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HEADQUARTERS  CAMP  FREDERICKSBURO, 

February  16,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va. : 

SIR  :  I  informed  you  on  the  14th  that  General  Piekett's  division  was 
on  the  march  to  Eichmond.  It  is  directed  to  halt  on  the  Chickahominy, 
where  it  can  find  shelter  in  woods  and  procure  from  Richmond  provis 
ions  and  forage. 

General  Pickett  will  send  forward  an  officer  to  select  a  position  and 
make  arrangements.  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  afford  him  the  nec 
essary  facilities  ?  Should  circumstances  require  him  to  be  further  ad 
vanced,  I  must  request  you  to  give  him  orders.  He  can  take  position 
below  Eichmond  on  the  right  or  left  bank  of  the  river  as  you  may 
designate. 

Upon  the  reception  last  night  of  your  dispatch  of  yesterday  I  directed 
flood's  division  to  move  to  Hanover  Junction.  It  will  halt  there  unless 
required  to  advance. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


YADKINVILLE,  N.  C.,  February  16,  [1863]. 
Governor  VANCE  : 

DEAR  SIR  :  It  is  my  painful  duty  to  inform  you  of  a  most  melancholy 
affair  which  occurred  in  this  county  on  last  Thursday.  I  sent  out  a 
squad  of  14  men  in  search  of  conscripts.  They  found  a  number  of  them 
(now  supposed  to  be  between  20  and  30)  lodged  in  a  school-house  and 
attacked  them.  The  conscripts  were  well  armed  and  resisted  most 
stubbornly.  They  shot  through  cracks  and  windows  at  our  men,  and 
killed  two  of  the  best  citizens  of  this  county — James  West,  a  magis 
trate,  and  John  Williams,  a  most  excellent  man.  These  men  were  shot 
dead  in  their  tracks.  Two  of  the  conscripts  were  killed  and  the  bal 
ance  escaped,  though  two  of  them  are  seriously  wounded.  The  con 
scripts  known  to  have  been  in  it  and  who  have  escaped  are  William 
Dobbins,  Jesse  Dobbins,  Benjamin  Willard,  Lee  Willard,  Thomas  Ad 
ams,  Enoch  Brown,  Jack  Douglas,  Anderson  Douglas,  Sandford  Doug 
las,  Hugh  Sprinkle,  and  Horace  All  good,  though  we  have  since  cap 
tured  the  Douglases  and  Hugh  Sprinkle  and  lodged  them  in  jail.  The 
four  first  named  are  the  leaders  of  the  baud ;  and  I  am  informed  that 
they  will  probably  try  to  make  their  way  to  Tennessee.  I  leave  it  to 
Your  Excellency  whether  or  not  a  sufficient  reward  shall  be  offered  for 
these  four  bad  and  dangerous  men  to  insure  their  apprehension.  Eob- 
ert  Hutchins,  William  Willard,  James  Wooten,  Elkana  Willard,  and 
others  are  believed  to  have  been  in  it.  If  a  reward  had  no  other  effect 
it  would  I  think  deter  others  from  resisting  the  execution  of  the  law, 
seeing  that  the  Governor  of  the  State  had  taken  the  matter  in  hand. 
If  they  do  not  leave  the  county  they  will  rally  their  crowd  (as  I  under 
stand  some  of  them  are  trying  to  do)  and  fight  again.  They  are  much 
better  armed  than  the  militia,  having  been  preparing  for  it  for  months. 
We  have  arrested  and  sent  out  of  this  county  within  three  months  past 
over  100  men,  and  yet  we  have  a  considerable  number  left.  Inasmuch 
as  we  have  scarcely  any  arms  or  ammunition  I  would  suggest  that  Your 
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Excellency  send  us  as  soon  as  possible  a  detachment  of  40  or  50  men  to 
scour  the  county.  It  would  not  only  enable  us  to  execute  speedily  but 
might  save  some  valuable  lives.  We  intend  at  all  hazards  to  execute 
the  law. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  JOYCE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  &c. 


ASHEVILLE,  N.  C.,  February  16,  1863. 

GOVERNOR  :  Your  letter  of  the  9th  instant  is  just  received.  I  beg  to 
assure  you  that  I  shall  at  the  next  term  of  the  court  prosecute  vigorously 
such  of  the  prisoners  to  whom  you  direct  my  attention  as  may  be  turned 
over  to  the  civil  authorities.  The  late  expedition  to  Laurel  sent  only 
four  prisoners  to  jail,  and  one  of  them  was  admitted  to  bail  on  yester 
day  by  Judge  Bailey.  I  understand  there  are  no  more  to  send.  I  have 
no  knowledge  of  my  own  touching  the  shooting  of  several  prisoners  in 
Laurel.  1  have  learned,  however,  from  a  most  reliable  source  that  13 
of  them  were  killed ;  that  some  of  them  were  not  taken  in  arms  but  at 
their  homes ;  that  all  the  men  shot  (13,  if  not  more)  were  prisoners  at  the 
time  they  were  shot ;  that  they  were  taken  off  to  a  secluded  cave  or  gorge 
in  the  mountains  and  then  made  to  kneel  down  and  were  thus  shot. 
One  man  was  badly  and  mortally  shot  in  the  bowels,  and  while  he  was 
writhing  in  agony  and  praying  to  God  for  mercy  a  soldier  mercilessly 
and  brutally  shot  him  in  the  head  with  his  pistol.  Several  women  were 
whipped  5  this  I  learned  from  one  who  got  his  information  from  some  of 
the  guilty  parties.  I  learned  that  all  this  was  done  by  order  of  Lieut. 
Col.  James  A.  Keith.  1  know  not  what  you  intend  doing  with  the 
guilty  parties,  but  I  suggest  they  are  all  guilty  of  murder.  I  do  not 
suppose  they  had  any  order  to  do  so  barbarous  a  deed  ;  but  if  they  had 
the  order  was  void  absolutely,  no  matter  by  whom  issued.  Such  savage 
and  barbarous  cruelty  is  without  a  parallel  in  the  State,  and  I  hope  in 
every  other.  I  am  gratified  that  you  intend  to  take  the  matter  in  hand. 
I  will  make  such  investigation  as  I  can,  but  1  have  no  means  of  com 
pelling  any  one  to  disclose  facts  to  me.  It  will  not  be  difficult,  I  learn,  to 
prove  that  the  prisoners  were  killed.  1  assure  you  that  I  will  prosecute 
all  persons  who  have  committed  criminal  offenses  in  this  circuit  at  the 
next  term  of  the  court,  and  in  the  mean  time  I  will  do  all  in  my  power 
to  suppress  crime  and  violence.  These  are  fearfully  on  the  increase  in 
this  section  of  the  State.  A  report  might  be  made  that  would  astonish 
you.  I  have  done  all  I  could  in  reference  to  the  complaints  made  to 
you  from  Jackson  and  Cherokee  Counties. 

******* 

I  am,  &c.,  yours,  truly, 

A.  S.  MERRIMON. 


SAVANNAH,  GA.,  February  16, 1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  : 

Order  brigade  to  report  to  Jordan.    Received  at  Pocotaligo  same  re 
port  about  Foster. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

February  17,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  GUSTAVUS  W.  SMITH, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

GENERAL  :  Please  retain  in  Richmond  all  men  belonging  to  Generals 
Piekett's  and  Hood's  divisions,  Longstreet's  corps,  who  are  on  their 
way  to  join  them,  until  the  arrival  of  these  divisions  within  your  reach 
and  then  I  would  thank  you  to  send  them  immediately  to  them.  They 
are  in  march  for  Richmond  and  will  be  joined  by  General  Lougstreet. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C,  S.  A., 

.  Richmond,  Va.,  February  17,  1863. 

General  R.  E.  LEE,  Commanding,  &c. : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let 
ters  of  the  14th  and  16th  instant.  They  give  me  interesting  informa 
tion  but  correspond  only  partially  with  the  accounts  I  receive  here  of 
the  movements  of  the  enemy.  An  officer  of  the  Signal  Corps,  much 
trusted  as  a  scout,  has  just  returned  from  within  a  few  miles  of  Fort 
Monroe  and  Newport  News.  He  reports  as  certain  that  about  20,000 
men  have  been  landed  and  are  encamped  at  Newport  News.  They  were 
brought  there  by  transports  in  tow  of  steam-tugs.  They  are  building 
tent-chimneys  and  bake-ovens,  and  seem  settling  themselves  for  a  time 
at  least.  They,  as  the  scout  learned,  reported  themselves  as  part  of 
Hooker's  army,  being  Burnside's  old  division,  and  believed  they  were 
again  to  be  placed  under  Burnside's  command.  In  addition  to  these 
troops  at  Newport  News,  8,000  or  10,000  were  reported  (as  the  scout 
believes  truly)  to  have  been  sent  to  Suffolk.  In  front  of  Newport  News 
were  five  iron-clads,  with  steam  kept  constantly  up  and  occasionally 
moving  about.  They  professed  to  expect  an  attack  from  our  gunboats 
coming  down  the  James,  and  do  not  intend  to  be  taken  by  surprise  as 
at  Charleston.  On  the  bay  there  were  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  trans 
ports.  They  had  come  down  the  bay  with  these  troops,  or  a  part  of 
them  ;  but  whether  down  the  Potomac  or  not  the  scout  could  not  learn. 
He  passed  on  up  the  York  River  on  his  return.  There  were  no  trans 
ports  in  that  river,  nor  had  any  additional  troops  been  moved  to  or 
landed  at  Yorktown  or  Gloucester  Point.  Such  is  pretty  fully  all  that 
is  material  in  the  reports  of  the  scout. 

I  send  inclosed  a  copy  of  the  only  dispatch  received  to  day  from 
General  Beauregard.  There  is  no  later  intelligence  from  either  Generals 
Pryor  or  French.  All  the  troops  sent  by  General  Beauregard  to  Wil 
mington  have  been  returned,  and  two  brigades  from.  North  Carolina 
(Clingrnan's  and  Cookers)  have  been  sent  from  Wilmington.  General 
Ransom's  other  brigade  will  very  probably  likewise  be  ordered  in  the 
same  direction,  and  he  replaced  in  command  of  his  division.  As  yet, 
however,  the  brigade  under  him  is  only  ordered  to  be  held  in  readiness. 
I  am  pleased  to  learn  that  with  characteristic  vigilance  you  are  forward 
ing  Pickett's  and  Hood's  divisions  to  keep  ward  here.  As  you  have 
confided  in  my  discretion  the  location  to  which,  until  further  orders, 
they  shall  be  assigned,  I  shall  order  Pickett's  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river,  so  as  to  be  in  a  position,  if  necessary,  more  readily  to  support 
Pryor  and  defend  Petersburg.  I  am  inclined  to  think  the  enemy's 
movements  too  serious  for  a  feint  or  a  diversion  and  that  Hooker  really 
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designs  withdrawing  from  the  Rappahannock  and  changing  his  whole 
plan.  He  seemed  fully  committed  to  an  advance  on  the  Rappahannock, 
bat,  very  fully  trusted  by  his  Republican  or  Abolition  "confreres,"  he 
can  venture  to  advance  and  do  what  Burnside  could  not.  We  must, 
however,  await  developments,  for  as  yet  information  is  too  scant  for 
confident  judgment. 

With  great  esteem,  truly,  yours, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

GREENVILLE,  N.  C.,  Tuesday,  [February]  17,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL: 

I  did  not  receive  the  letter  to  which  you  refer  in  your  note  of  to-day, 
but  1  got  the  information  about  the  re  enforcements  from  Whitford's 
men.  1  start  to-morrow  and  will  proceed  across  Tranter's  Greek;  shall 
move  around  in  front  of  Washington  so  as  to  threaten  the  Plymouth 
road.  This  may  prevent  re-enforcements  going  out  of  Washington. 
But  the  danger  is  that  if  I  am  attacked  in  front  of  Washington  Gar- 
nett  cannot  possibly  come  to  my  assistance  nor  can  I  to  his  if  he  is 
attacked  from  Plymouth,  so  that  we  are  in  very  bad  military  position, 
each  liable  to  be  attacked  separately.  An  immense  swamp  will  be  be 
tween  usj  to  march  to  him  I  must  either  go  down  the  Plymouth  road 
and  abandon  my  line  of  communication,  which  is  utterly  out  of  the 
question  in  this  country,  or  pass  around  behind  this  swamp,  probably  a 
three-days7  journey.  I  will  take  my  position  without  much  apprehen 
sion  from  the  enemy,  but  I  think  he  had  better  withdraw  himself  before 
any  danger  on  his  left  flank  and  rear.  I  fear  they  will  bounce  out  upon 
Kiuston  some  day  when  we  are  all  off  and  handle  Daniel  roughly. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  PETTIGREW, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

February  18,  1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Commanding  Corps: 

GENERAL  :  The  transfer  of  a  portion  of  the  Federal  Army  of  the 
Potomac  to  Hampton  Roads  has  rendered  it  necessary  to  move  two 
divisions  of  your  corps  towards  James  River.  I  desire  you  to  join  them 
and  place  them  in  position  where  their  comfort  will  be  secured  and 
whence  they  can  be  readily  moved  to  resist  an  advance  upon  Rich 
mond  by  the  enemy  from  his  new  base.  It  is  reported  that  he  has  been 
largely  re-enforced  at  Suffolk.  It  will  therefore  be  prudent  for  you  to 
change  the  present  order  for  General  Pickett  to  halt  on  the  Chicka- 
hominy,  and  to  let  him  proceed  to  Falling  Creek,  on  the  south  side  of 
James  River,  or  to  some  better  point,  from  which  you  can  readily  de 
fend  Petersburg,  &c.  Should  the  movement  of  the  enemy  from  the 
Potomac  render  it  expedient  your  other  divisions  will  be  ordered  to 
join  you.  I  desire  therefore  you  be  prepared  to  receive  them  and  to 
select  encampments  for  their  comfortable  accommodation.  You  will  be 
advised  of  their  approach.  I  need  not  remind  you  of  the  importance 
of  selecting  sheltered  positions,  where  there  is  plenty  of  wood,  and 
which  may  be  convenient  to  supplies.  It  is  also  desirable  that  these 
positions  be,  as  far  as  possible,  not  liable  to  prove  injurious  to  the 
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agricultural  interests  of  tlie  country.  You  will  require  at  least  two 
battalions  of  your  artillery  and  probably  one  of  your  reserve  corps. 
The  horses  are  in  such  a  reduced  state  and  the  country  so  saturated 
with  water  that  it  will  be  almost  impossible  for  them  to  drag  the  guns. 
They  might  be  transported  by  railroad,  by  which  route  all  heavy  bag 
gage,  if  possible,  should  also  be  conveyed  and  the  battery  horses  be 
led.  I  wish  you  to  inform  me  where  I  can  communicate  with  you. 

To  inform  yourself  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  in  your  front  and  to 
keep  me  advised  I  suggest  that  you  report  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  on 
your  arrival  in  Eichinond,  as  he  will  have  information  and  possibly 
some  orders  to  communicate. 

It  will  be  well  to  have  Lane's  battery  at  some  favorable  point  on  the 
James  Eiver,  to  destroy  the  enemy's  transports  if  they  should  ascend. 
I  am,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE. 

RICHMOND,  YA.,  February  18,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  GEORGE  E.  PICKETT,  Commanding,  &c.: 

GENERAL  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  on  your  arrival  with 
your  division  you  take  position  on  the  south  side  of  the  James  Eiver  in 
immediate  vicinity  of  Drewry's  Bluff,  and  there  await  further  orders. 
You  will  have  in  view  the  defense  of  Chaffin's  and  Drewry's  Bluffs, 
keeping  yourself  advised  and  ready  to  move  if  necessary  to  repel  ad 
vances  from  the  Blackwater  and  to  defend  the  city  of  Petersburg. 
Yery  respectfully,  &c., 

S.  COOPEE, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

ENGINEER  BUREAU, 
Richmond,  Fa.,  February  18,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  STEVENS, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  C.  S.  A.,  Richmond,  Va.: 

COLONEL  :  His  Excellency  the  President  has  been  informed  that  the 
works  for  the  defense  of  Weldon  Bridge  are  being  built  on  a  scale  that 
will  require  a  large  force,  say  several  thousands  of  men,  to  defend  them, 
and  has  sent  to  this  Bureau  to  ascertain  if  such  is  the  fact.  Jn  my  orig 
inal  instructions  to  Colonel  Gwynn  he  was  directed  in  all  cases  to  give 
the  works  for  defending  points  in  the  rivers  of  North  Carolina  a  devel 
opment  such  that  they  could  be  held  by  a  small  force,  say  400  or  500 
men,  until  relieved  by  a  succoring  force.  These  instructions  are  fully 
approved  by  the  President.  If  defenses  of  a  different  character  have 
been  laid  out  at  Weldon  and  are  in  progress  you  will  please  to  have  my 
original  directions  carried  out  as  far  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  will,  in 
your  judgment,  permit. 

Yery  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  F.  GILMEE, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bureau. 


ENGINEER  BUREAU, 
Richmond,  Va.,  February  18,  1863. 
Col.  WALTER  GWYNN,  Weldon,  N.  C. : 

COLONEL  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  14th  instant  I  have 
to  state  that  it  is  important  that  the  works  in  progress  for  the  defenses 
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of  East  Forth  Carolina  should  be  under  the  control  of  Lieut.  Col.  W.  H. 
Stevens,  chief  of  construction,  and  for  this  reason  you  were  instructed 
to  report  to  him  directly.  The  local  engineers  at  Goldsborough,  Kin- 
ston,  the  works  on  Tar  Eiver,  and  at  Bainbow  Bend  should,  and  will 
hereafter,  report  to  Colonel  Stevens.  For  the  present  your  duties  are 
limited  to  the  works  at  Weldon,  N.  0.,  under  the  direction  of  the  chief 
of  construction.  I  will  take  occasion  to  read  your  report  to  Colonel 
Stevens  in  regard  to  the  works  for  the  defense  of  Weldon  Bridge. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
Colonel  of  Engineers  and  Chief  of  Bureau. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

Goldsborough,  N.  C.,  February  18,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FOSTER,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  New  Berne,  N.  C.  : 
GENERAL:  In  a  communication  addressed  to  me,  and  written  by  Maj. 
Gen.  J.  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  A.,  and  dated  at  New  Berne  on  the  31st  day  of 
December  last,  he  desired  that  a  watch  which  was  taken  from  the  per 
son  of  Surgeon  Hunt,  who  was  killed  in  a  skirmish  near  the  town  of 
Washington,  should  be  returned,  to  be  placed  in  the  possession  of  his 
relatives.  On  the  publication  of  General  Foster's  letter  the  man  who 
had  the  watch  voluntarily  sent  it  to  me,  and  it  now  affords  me  much 
pleasure  to  be  able  to  return  it  to  you,  that  it  may  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  his  relatives.  Will  not  this  act  of  a  private  in  our  army,  voluntarily 
returning  this  watch,  offer  a  noble  example  to  some  of  your  generals  and 
to  their  wives,  who  have  taken  (I  will  not  say  stolen)  pianos,  bedsteads, 
dining  sets,  works  of  art  and  virtu,  horses,  carriages,  &c.,  and  carried 
them  to  their  homes  in  the  North,  to  return  them  to  their  owners  ?  I  re 
gret  to  make  such  charges  against  your  officers,  and  above  all  against 
their  wives;  but  when  such  acts  are  committed  by  men  in  high  position, 
or  by  women  of  intelligence  and  refinement,  it  deserves  condemnation. 
I  refrain  from  naming  them,  but  if  you  wish  it  names  shall  be  sent  and 
the  alleged  acts  specified  and  the  whole  sent  you  for  publication  to  show 
the  world  that  neither  rank  nor  position  nor  religion  nor  female  loveli 
ness  can  resist  the  temptation  to  violate  the  commandments  when  what 
they  covet  is  the  property  of  a  rebel.  These  remarks,  general,  are  not 
personal  to  you,  and  are  intended  only  fcr  those  to  whom  they  truly 
apply.  I  send  you  a  letter  which  has  been  handed  me  mentioning  some 
instances  where  private  property  has  been  taken  in  New  Berne.* 

I  am.  general,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

S.  G.  FRENCH, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S,  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  February  19,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  A.  PRYOR  : 

Ascertain  as  early  and  as  far  as  possible  the  proposed  movements  of 
the  enemy  at  Newport  News  and  Suffolk.  Is  there  reason  to  believe 
they  are  intended  for  North  or  South  Carolina  ? 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

*  Not  found. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 

Diascund  Bridge,  February  19,  1863 — 8  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  HENRY  A.  WISE,  Commanding : 

GENERAL  :  Lieutenant  Barman  [Company  B,  Fifcy-ninth  Virginia 
Infantry]  bas  just  returned  from  his  expedition  to  Burwell's  Bay,  in 
Isle  of  Wight  County.  Dense  fogs  prevented  his  seeing  across"  the 
river  to  Newport  News,  but  having  obtained  what  he  regards  as  en 
tirely  satisfactory  and  reliable  information  he  did  not  wait  for  the 
weather  to  clear,  but  returned  at  once  to  communicate  it.  From  Cap 
tain  Drummond,  of  Norfolk,  and  from  Captain  Nelson,  of  Isle  of  Wight, 
he  learned  that  the  enemy  have  landed  a  considerable  force  at  Newport 
News  under  the  command  of  General  Burnside.  The  Galena,  the  Min 
nesota,  two  monitor  boats,  and  ten  gunboats  are  lying  off  Newport 
News.  The  troops  were  lauded  from  large  side-wheel  bay  steamers, 
each  with  a  sloop  in  tow.  Up  to  the  time  that  the  fog  prevented  fur 
ther  observation  of  their  movements  ten  of  these  steamers  came  up 
daily,  commencing  on  the  12th  instant.  As  soon  as  the  troops  disem 
barked  the  steamers  returned  to  Norfolk  for  coal,  and  having  supplied 
themselves  put  back  toward  the  Potomac.  No  re-enforcements  have 
been  sent  to  Norfolk  or  Suffolk.  It  is  generally  understood  that  the 
expedition  consists  of  Franklin's  corps  and  is  destined  for  Charleston. 
Lieutenant  Harm  an  returns  to-morrow  and  will  report  any  further 
movements. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  TABB, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

YADKINVILLE,  N.  C.,  February  19,  1863. 

DEAR  SIR:  We  have  had  a  startling  occurrence  in  this  county,  of 
which  you  have  doubtless  heard  before  this  time,  which  has  greatly  ex 
asperated  every  intelligent  and  good  citizen  of  the  county.  I  mean  the 
murder  of  two  of  our  best  citizens,  magistrates  of  the  county,  tyy  a  band 
of  deserters  and  fugitive  conscripts.  The  circumstances  are  these: 
There  has  been  a  strong  feeling  against  the  conscript  law  among  the 
uninformed  part  of  the  citizens  here  ever  since  its  passage.  Many  of 
that  class  swore  that  they  would  die  at  home  before  they  would  be  forced 
off,  and  when  the  time  came  for  them  to  go  perhaps  nearly  100  in  this 
county  took  to  the  woods,  lying  out  day  and  night  to  avoid  arrest;  and 
although  the  militia  officers  exerted  themselves  with  great  zeal,  yet  these 
skulkers  have  always  had  many  more  active  friends  than  they  had  and 
could  always  get  timely  information  of  every  movement  to  arrest  them 
and  so  avoid  it.  The  militia  officers  have  been  able  to  arrest  very  few 
of  them.  This  state  of  affairs  has  encouraged  the  dissatisfied  in  the 
arm3T  from  this  county  to  desert  and  come  home,  until,  emboldened  by 
their  numbers  and  the  bad  success  of  the  militia  officers  in  arresting 
them,  they  have  armed  themselves,  procured  ammunition,  and  openly 
defied  the  law.  They  have  even  sent  menacing  messages  to  the  militia 
officers,  threatening  death  to  the  most  obnoxious  of  them  and  all  who  as 
sist  them.  Last  Thursday  12  of  the  militia  officers  came  on  16  of  these 
desperadoes  in  a  school-house  about  4  miles  from  this  town,  armed,  forti 
fied,  and  ready  for  the  fight.  The  firing  immediately  commenced ;  which 
side  first  fired  is  not  positively  certain,-  but  from  the  best  information  I 
can  get  I  believe  it  was  those  in  the  school-house.  They  finally  fled, 
leaving  2  of  their  number  dead  and  carrying  off  2  wounded,  after  killing 
2  of  the  officers.  In  the  school-house  were  found  cartridges  of  the  most 
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deadly  and  murderous  quality,  made  of  home-made  powder  (one  of  the 
men  known  to  have  been  among  them  has  been  engaged  in  making 
powder).  Four  of  the  conscripts  who  were  in  the  fighfchave  since  come 
in  and  surrendered  and  are  now  in  jail  here,  but  the  leaders  and  the 
most  guilty  of  them  are  still  at  large  5  and  the  section  of  the  country  in 
which  they  lurk  is  so  disloyal  (I  grieve  to  say  it),  and  the  people  so 
readily  conceal  the  murderers  and  convey  intelligence  to  them,  that  it 
will  be  exceedingly  difficult  to  find  them,  even  if  they  do  not  draw  to 
gether  a  larger  force  than  they  have  yet  had  and  again  give  battle  to 
the  sheriff  and  his  posse.  But  my  principal  object  in  writing  this  let 
ter  is  to  ask  you  what  we  shall  do  with  those  four  murderers  we  have  and 
the  others  if  we  get  them  ?  Suppose  we  try  them  for  murder,  do  you  not 
believe  that  our  supreme  court  will  decide  the  conscription  act  uncon 
stitutional  and  thus  leave  these  men  justified  in  resisting  its  execution? 
I  believe  they  will,  and  tremble  to  think  of  the  consequences  of  such  a 
blow  upon  the  cause  of  our  independence.  It  would  demoralize  our 
army  in  the  field  and  bring  first  the  horrors  of  civil  war  to  our  own 
doors  and  then  perhaps  subjugation  to  the  enemy,  which  no  honorable 
man  ought  to  want  to  survive.  I  think  I  know  Judge  Pearson's  opin 
ion  on  the  conscription  act,  and  I  believe  that  he  is  just  itching  to  pro 
nounce  it  unconstitutional.  Suppose  these  men  get  out  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  and  have  it  returned  before  him  and  he  releases  them  (which  he 
would  be  bound  to  do  if  he  holds  that  they  were  only  resisting  the  exe 
cution  of  an  unconstitutional  law  with  such  force  as  was  necessary  to 
repel  force  from  their  persons),  do  you  not  believe  it  would  produce 
a  mutiny  in  the  army  of  the  Eappahannock ;  and  if  it  did  not,  how 
would  you  get  another  conscript  to  the  field  or  keep  those  there  who 
have  already  gone,  or  who  could  keep  the  loyal  and  indignant  citizens 
at  home  from  executing  vengeance  on  these  infamous  murderers  and 
traitors  to  the  country  ?  These  are  considerations  which  alarm  me,  and 
I  would  like  to  know  what  you  think  of  them.  Please  write  to  me,  and 
I  will  receive  your  opinion  as  confidentially  as  you  may  desire  and  ask. 
Could  these  men,  and  ought  they  if  they  could,  be  turned  over  to  the 
Confederate  courts  to  be  tried  for  treason?  Could  the  military  author 
ities,  and  ought  they  to,  deal  with  them  ?  I  hope  you  know  I  am  con 
servative  and  for  the  rights  of  the  citizens  and  the  States,  but  for  my 
country  always,  and  for  independence  at  all  hazards. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  F.  AEMFIELD. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  N.  0.,  February  20,  1863. 

Governor  VANCE,  Raleigh,  N.  G.  : 

I  received  your  orders  of  the  9th  instant  directing  the  militia  officers 
in  Eobeson,  Cumberland,  and  Eichmond  to  turn  over  all  able-bodied  free 
negroes  between  eighteen  and  forty-five.  None  such  have  yet  arrived. 
Eobeson  and  Cumberland  have  heretofore  done  well  and  supplied  much 
free  and  slave  labor.  They  have  certainly  done  their  share.  A  vast 
deal  of  work  is  still  required  here,  and  the  labor  of  400  to  500  negroes 
is  essential  to  complete  our  works  as  rapidly  as  possible.  I  respectfully 
request  that  you  provide  me  with  this  labor  as  soon  as  possible.  Every 
advantage  must  be  taken  of  the  enemy's  movements  in  other  directions 
to  strengthen  this  place. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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EICHMOND,  VA.,  February  20,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  P.  HILL, 

(Care  of  General  R.  JE.  Lee :) 

GENERAL:  In  reply  to  yours  of  the  7th  instant,  inquiring  as  to  the 
source  from  whence  the  commissions  for  officers  of  the  North  Carolina 
State  troops  should  issue,  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  say 
that  the  question  is  before  the  Attorney-General  of  the  Confederate 
States  for  decision.  In  the  mean  time  the  right  to  commission  appears 
in  several  instances  to  have  been  conceded  to  the  Governor  of  North 
Carolina.  There  is  not  much  doubt  that  the  decision  of  the  Attorney- 
General  will  be  that  the  Governor  has  the  right  to  appoint,  as  he  has  so 
decided  in  similar  cases  in  other  States. 
Very  truly,  &c., 

E.  A.  PALFEEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Abstract  from  Field  Return  of  Troops,  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  French,  February 
20,  1863  (headquarters  Gohlsborough,  N.  C.). 
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FRANKLIN,  February  21,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

Troops  still  landing  at  Newport  News.  Impression  in  Norfolk  that 
30,000  arrived,  and  that  movement  against  Eichmoud.  All  communi 
cations  with  Suffolk  cut  off  evidently  to  conceal  some  movement.  Large 
numbers  of  horses  landed  at  Newport  News  and  wagon  trains  moving 
some  miles  up  the  river. 

Gold  in  New  York  161  and  rising. 

Bill  to  employ  privateers  passed  United  States  Senate.   McDougall 
said  war  with  France  before  fall. 
Eespectfullv, 

EOGEE  A.  PEYOE, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
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FRANKLIN,  February  21,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Two  persons,  perfectly  reliable,  whom  I  sent  to  Suffolk  Monday  and 
who  remained  there  several  days,  satisfy  me  that  former  reports  exag 
gerated  the  re-enforcements  in  Suffolk.  The  whole  force  there  does  not 
exceed  15,000.  They  are  enrolling  and  organizing  the  negroes. 

Nothing  is  revealed  of  the  enemy's  designs  at  Newport  News.  The 
force  visible  from  this  side  is  not  very  large,  apparently  15,000  or  20,000. 
Citizens  say  a  portion  negro  recruits. 

ROGER  A.  PRYOR, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )    ADJT.  AND  INSPECTOR  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 
No.  44.  j  Richmond,  Va.j  February  21,  1863. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

XXI.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  E.  Piekett,  Provisional  Army  of  the  Confederate 
States,  will  report  without  delay  to  Lieut.  Gen.  J.  Longstreet,  command 
ing  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

*  *  #  #  *  *  # 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  February  22,  1863. 
General  R.  E.  LEE,  Commanding,  &c. : 

GENERAL  :  I  inclose  a  telegram*  from  General  Pryor,  which  gives  the 
latest  intelligence  I  have  of  the  numbers  of  the  enemy  concentrating  at 
Newport  News  and  Suffolk.  It  agrees  substantially  with  the  reports  I 
have  from  scouts  sent  to  the  vicinity  of  Old  Point  by  General  Elzey 
and  from  an  intelligent  officer  just  exchanged,  who  had  been  allowed 
to  recover  from  his  wounds,  received  at  Sharpsburg,  in  Baltimore, 
and  on  his  return  was  detained  some  days  at  Fort  Monroe.  He  says 
as  far  as  he  could  collect  about  25,000  men  had  been  sent  to  Newport 
News,  and  in  addition  some  2,000  or  3,000  were  sent  up  the  York  River 
to  York  town  and  Gloucester  Point.  They  gave  out  (it  is  said  by  our 
scouts,  not  by  the  officer)  that  they  are  going  to  Charleston  and  expect 
to  be  commanded  by  General  Burnside.  The  officer  could  learn  noth 
ing  of  their  designs,  but  from  unmistakable  manifestations  is  satisfied 
great  dissatisfaction  and  demoralization  prevail  and  that  they  extend 
to  many  officers  as  well  as  to  the  men.  He  represents  the  feeling  of  our 
friends  in  Maryland  as  increasing  in  confidence  and  those  of  the  Unionists 
as  sinking  into  despondency.  The  prospects  North  are  certainly  en 
couraging  and  may  lead  to  decisive  results  unless  we  sustain  several 
reverses  in  the  next  few  months.  I  have  no  late  intelligence  of  move 
ments  from  Wilmington  or  Charleston.  I  still  expect  an  attack  in  great 
force  on  Charleston,  but  cannot  understand  the  causes  of  delay  in  mak 
ing  it.  Some  controversy  about  rank  between  the  commanders  may 

*  Probably  that  of  February  21. 
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perhaps  afford  the  explanation ;  but  I  think  it  more  likely  that  it  has 
resulted  from  the  dissatisfation  of  the  troops  recently  sent  South  at 
finding  themselves  associated  with  negro  regiments.  A  brief  period 
must,  however,  afford  a  solution.  Pickettfs  and  Hood's  divisions  have 
passed  through,  and  their  general  appearance,  spirit,  and  cheerfulness 
afforded  great  satisfaction.  General  Longstreet  is  here,  and  under  his 
able  guidance  of  such  troops  no  one  entertains  a  doubt  as  to  the  entire 
safety  of  the  capital. 

With  great  esteem,  cordially,  yours, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


GOLDSBOROUGH,  K.  C.,  February  23,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War,  C.  S.  A. : 

Will  you  permit  me  to  give  a  frank  statement  of  the  condition  of 
things  in  this  district  and  hear  a  few  suggestions  made  with  the  utmost 
deference  *?  Wilmington  is  the  point  of  great  importance,  and  Fort 
Caswell,  a  small,  antiquated  structure,  is  the  key  to  the  position.  It  is 
of  brick,  without  casemates,  and  has  in  its  limited  area  a  large  brick 
building  covered  with  slate.  It  is  easy  to  see  that  a  concentrated  fire 
would  be  most  murderous  to  the  garrison.  No  work  seems  to  have  been 
done  there  until  the  arrival  of  General  Whiting.  He  has  casemated 
the  guns  bearing  on  the  sea  and  has  just  begun  casemating  those  on 
the  face  bearing  on  the  inner  channel.  He  is  also  raising  the  parapet 
on  the  harbor  front  so  that  an  iron-clad,  having  run  into  the  channel, 
cannot  have  a  reverse  fire  on  the  water  front.  This  work  will  be  com 
pleted  in  two  or  three  weeks.  Should  an  attack  be  made  earlier  the 
fort  must  fall,  or  at  least  the  destruction  of  life  would  be  very  great  in 
it.  But  even  when  the  work  is  done  the  caliber  of  the  guns  is  so  light 
that  vessels  might  run  past  with  but  little  risk.  I  most  earnestly  ask 
to  be  furnished  with  an  8-inch,  a  10-inch,  and  an  11-inch  gun.  The 
works  around  Wilmington  to  resist  a  land  attack  are  too  slight.  It  is 
difficult  to  imagine  what  the  troops  employed  themselves  at  for  the  last 
two  .years.  I  feel  concerned  about  Wilmington.  The  Yankees  seem  to 
have  become  alarmed  at  the  magnitude  of  the  task  before  them  at 
Charleston  and  may  first  try  their  hand  at  Wilmington  by  way  of  en 
couraging  their  troops,  just  as  they  captured  Arkansas  Post  to  get  up 
heart  for  Vicksburg ;  or  it  may  be  that  they  will  attack  Wilmington 
after  the  fall  of  Charleston  or  the  failure  there.  In  the  first  case,  in 
spirited  by  success,  the  attack  would  be  with  enthusiasm  ;  in  the  latter 
case  it  would  be  to  cover  the  mortification  of  failure  and  disgrace.  In 
either  event  of  success  or  reverse  at  Charleston  we  may  confidently  ex 
pect  a  fight  at  Wilmington;  and  as  the  enemy  believe  Wilmington  to 
be  the  weakest  of  the  three  poiuts  threatened  he  may  begin  with  it  in 
order  to  remove  the  demoralization  of  the  troops.  I  fear  that  we  can 
not  make  a  successful  resistance  without  more  guns  of  heavy  caliber. 
As  soon  as  the  movement  begins  at  Charleston  I  want  to  threaten  New 
Berne,  Washington,  and  Plymouth,  and  possibly  Morehead  City,  in 
order  to  keep  Hunter  from  getting  re-enforcements  from  this  State] 
but  I  cannot  make  the  proposed  expeditious  without  at  least  one  more 
brigade.  The  works  at  Kinston  are  unfortunately  on  the  wrong  side  of 
the  river,  and  can  only  be  held  by  a  brigade.  Goldsborough  needs  fully 
a  brigade  for  its  protection,  as  it  has  no  works  at  all  except  a  bridge- 
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bead.  I  have  now  in  the  department  only  the  infantry  brigades  of 
Evans,  Pettigrew,  and  Daniel,  and  the  wonderfully  inefficient  brigade 
of  Robertson.  With  one  more  brigade  I  could  harass  the  enemy,  de 
tain  his  troops  in  this  State,  possibly  force  him  to  send  others  here ; 
eould  bring  out  a  vast  quantity  of  bacon,  pork,  and  corn  from  the  coun 
ties  on  the  coast,  and  could  increase  our  ranks  by  numerous  conscripts. 
The  department  commissary — an  energetic  and  efficient  officer — tells 
me  that  the  western  part  of  the  State  is  exhausted,  and  unless  he  can 
draw  from  the  east  he  will  soon  be  unable  to  supply  the  troops.  There 
are  millions  of  pounds  of  bacon  in  Hyde  and  Tyrrell  which  can  be 
brought  out  with  a  proper  force,  and  the  question  of  supply  is  getting 
to  be  a  very  alarming  one.  The  troops  on  the  Rappahaunock  must  be 
inactive  for  some  time  and  could  be  well  employed  here.  There  is  still 
another  view  of  it,  which  is  important  in  its  future  bearing  :  The  plant 
ers  on  the  JSTeuse,  Tar,  and  Roanoke  have  sent  large  numbers  of  negroes 
into  the  interior  and  do  not  propose  to  raise  a  crop  for  another  year. 
The  Confederacy  cannot  afford  to  lose  the  planting  interest,  and  a  bri 
gade  judiciously  disposed  would  afford  such  protection  as  is  necessary 
to  secure  confidence  and  encourage  the  farmers  to  plant.  I  learn  that 
Hampton  is  now  idle  at  Gordonsvilley  recruiting  his  horses.  He  would 
find  more  forage  in  Beaufort,  Washington,  and  Hyde  than  in  the  whole 
of  Virginia,  and  he  would  protect  the  planting  interest.  Such  a  man 
as  Hampton  is  much  needed  here ;  but  if  a  brigade  is  needed  at  Gor- 
dousville  could  not  Robertson,  with  his  rangers,  who  are  not  partisans, 
be  swapped  for  Hampton  ?  If  the  latter  were  in  this  State  the  Yan 
kees  would  hug  their  gunboats  everywhere.  To  sum  up  the  whole  mat 
ter  :  We  need  more  heavy  guns  at  Wilmington;  we  need  another  bri 
gade  of  infantry  to  harass  the  Yankees,  to  detain  their  troops  from 
Charleston,  to  protect  the  planting  interest  in  the  rich  counties  of  the 
east,  and  to  bring  out  supplies  and  conscripts;  we  need  an  efficient 
brigade  of  cavalry  to  keep  the  Yankees  close  shut  up  in  their  fortifica 
tions. 

1  hope  that  you  have  had  the  patience  to  read  this  long  letter,  and 
that  the  suggestions  will  receive  your  consideration.    Whatever  weight 
you  may  attach  to  them  I  am  so  impressed  with  them  myself  that  I 
could  not  feel  satisfied  until  I  had  communicated  them. 
With  great  respect, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major-  General. 

[Indorsements.] 

FEBRUARY  27, 1863. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  President. 

These  views  strike  me  as  sensible  and  timely.  Would  it  not  be  well 
to  order  another  brigade?  Perhaps  with  General  Longstreet's  force 
where  it  now  is  General  Colston's  brigade  might  be  spared  from  Peters 
burg. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secretary  of  War. 

The  brigade  now  being  removed  from  Goldsborough  to  a  point  on  the 
railroad  (rom  Petersburg  to  Suffolk  would,  with  the  least  derangement 
to  organization,  serve  the  first  purpose.  I  proposed  some  time  since  the 
proposed  disposition  of  Hampton's  brigade  to  General  Lee,  but  he  dis 
sented.  It  may  be  that  the  views  of  General  Hill  will  prevail  over  his 
objections.  It  is  proper  to  add  that  that  brigade  is  idle  because  the 
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liorses  are  unfit  for  immediate  service.  I  have  entertained  the  opinion 
expressed  as  to  an  attack  on  Wilmington,  and  therefore  my  recommen 
dation  for  an  increase  of  heavy  guns,  especially  at  Fort  Fisher.  I  am 
glad  to  see  that  General  HilFs  attention  is  directed  to  procuring  supplies 
from  Eastern  North  Carolina  and  to  promoting  the  cultivation  of  the  next 
crop.  His  views  are  generally  approved,  and  he  should  by  all  practi 
cable  means  be  aided  and  encouraged  to  execute  them.  General  Long- 
street  can  take  care  of  the  routes  to  and  from  Suffolk  by  detachments 
from  his  command. 

J.  D. 

HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  N.  0.,  February  23,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va. : 

SIR:  The  inadequacy  of  the  armament  for  the  defense  of  this  impor 
tant  district  has  been  frequently  set  forth.  The  urgent  necessities  of 
other  positions  threatened  by  the  enemy  have  divided  many  of  the  req 
uisitions  intended  for  this  place,  and  I  am  well  aware  of  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  in  the  present  state  of  our  resources  a  sufficiency  of  guns 
of  heavy  caliber;  but  in  the  mean  time  can  you  not  give  me  a  battery  of 
30  or  20  pounder  Parrotts  for  the  river  defenses  1  They  would  be  of 
great  service  here,  and  their  mobility  would  add  to  their  efficiency.  I 
beg  also  that,  as  soon  as  possible,  three  10-inch  columbiads  and  three 
7-inch  rifles  may  be  sent  me.  These  guns  are  absolutely  necessary  to 
defend  the  outer  harbor,  the  point  of  all  others  we  must  endeavor  to 
keep. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


[FEBRUARY  24,  1863.— For  D.  H.  Hill  to  Beauregard,  and  reply  of 
March  1,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XIV,  pp.  789,  798.] 


KENT  COURT-HOUSE, 

February  24,  1863. 
Capt.  J.  H.  PEARCE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

CAPTAIN:  I  deem  it  proper  to  report  that  a  deserter  from  the  Yankee 
forces,  who  has  just  been  sent  in  by  Captain  Hill,  reports  that  there  are 
some  6,000  troops  at  Yorktown  and  that  fresh  troops  are  constantly 
being  landed  there.  This  deserter  seems  to  have  passed  the  cavalry 
pickets  and  fallen  in  with  some  of  Captain  Hill's  men.  It  is  proper  for 
me  also  to  report  that  there  are  four  cases  of  small-pox  in  Captain  HilFs 
company,  who  have  been  placed  in  hospital  near  Barhamsville. 

E.  T.  W.  DUKE, 

Colonel. 

[Indorsement.] 

Kespectfully  forwarded  to  Maj.  Gen.  A.  Elzey  for  his  information. 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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ASHEVILLE,  X.  0..  February  24,  1863. 
[HOD.  ZEBULON  B.  VANCE:] 

GOVERNOR  :  In  obedience  to  your  directions  so  to  do,  I  have  made 
inquiries  and  gathered  facts  such  as  I  could  in  reference  to  the  shooting 
of  certain  prisoners  in  Laurel  Creek,  in  Madison  County.  I  have  to 
report  to  you  that  I  learned  that  the  militia  troops  had  nothing  to  do 
with  what  was  done  in  Laurel.  Thirteen  prisoners,  at  least,  were  killed 
by  order  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  A.  Keith.  Most  of  them  were  taken  at  their 
homes,  and  none  of  them  made  resistance  when  taken ;  perhaps  some 
of  them  ran.  After  they  were  taken  prisoners  the  soldiers  took  them 
off  to  a  secluded  place,  made  them  kneel  down,  and  shot  them.  They 
were  buried  in  a  trench  dug  for  the  purpose.  Some  two  weeks  since 
their  bodies  were  removed  to  a  grave-yard.  I  learned  that  probably  8 
of  the  13  killed  were  not  in  the  company  that  robbed  Marshall  and  other 
places.  I  suppose  they  were  shot  on  suspicion.  I  cannot  learn  the 
names  of  the  soldiers  who  shot  them.  Some  of  them  shrank  from  the 
barbarous  and  brutal  transaction  at  first,  but  were  compelled  to  act. 
This  is  a  list  of  the  names  of  those  killed :  Elison  King  (desperate  man) ; 
Jo  Woods  (desperate  man);  Will  Shelton,  twenty  years  old  (of  Pifus); 
Aronnata  Shelton,  fourteen  years  old  (was  not  at  Marshall);  James 
Shelton  (old  Jim),  about  fifty-six  years  old ;  James  Shelton,  jr.,  seven 
teen  years  old;  David  Shelton,  thirteen  years  old  (was not  in  the  raid); 
James  Madcap,  forty  years  old;  Eod  Shelton  (Stob  Kod);  David  Shelton 
(brother  of  Stob  Bod) ;  Joseph  Cleandou,  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  old ; 
Helen  Moore,  twenty -five  or  thirty  years  old  ;  Wade  Moore,  twenty  or 
twenty-five  years  old.  It  is  said  that  those  whose  names  I  have  so 
marked  did  not  go  to  Marshall.  The  prisoners  were  captured  on  one 
Friday  and  killed  the  next  Monday.  Several  women  were  severely 
whipped  and  ropes  were  tied  around  their  necks.  It  is  said  Col.  L.  M. 
Allen  was  not  in  command  and  that  Keith  commanded.  Four  pris 
oners  are  now  in  jail,  sent  here,  as  I  learned,  by  order  of  General  Davis. 
These  are  Sipus  Shelton,  Isaac  Shelton,  William  Morton,  and  David 
Shelton,  son  of  Sipus.  I  think  the  facts  stated  are  about  true.  One 
thing  is  certain,  13  prisoners  were  shot  without  trial  or  any  hearing 
whatever  and  in  the  most  cruel  manner.  I  have  no  means  of  compell 
ing  witnesses  to  disclose  facts  to  me,  and  I  do  not  know  that  I  shall  be 
able  to  make  a  fuller  report  to  Your  Excellency  at  any  early  day.  I 
hope  these  facts  will  enable  you  to  take  such  steps  as  will  result  in  a 
more  satisfactory  development  of  the  true  state  of  the  matter. 
I  am,  &c.,  yours,  truly, 

A.  S.  MEEEIMOX. 


GOLDSBOROUGH,  K  C.,  February  25,  1863. 
[General  WHITING:] 

GENERAL  :  I  have  written  to  the  Secretary  of  War  in  reference  to 
heavier  armament  at  Wilmington.  A  letter  from  you  to  me  on  the  same 
subject,  to  be  forwarded  to  him,  might  be  of  service.  In  the  mean  time 
it  seems  to  me  that  your  channel  front  at  Caswell  ought  to  be  strength 
ened  by  the  colunibiads  near  town.  The  exterior  works  should  first  be 
cared  for.  Hansom's  men  ought  to  be  employed  in  thickening  the  cur 
tains  and  completing  the  circle  around  town.  Evans,  too,  should  be  at 
work  at  Sad  berry  in  making  that  position  impregnable.  I  do  not  feel 
satisfied  that  the  Yankees  will  not  return  to  Wilmington.  They  seem 
to  be  demoralized  at  Charleston,  and  may  try  the  smaller  job  by  way  of 
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encouraging  their  men,  just  as  they  reduced  Arkansas  Post  to  get  up 
heart  for  Vicksburg.    At  any  rate,  we  ought  to  spare  no  effort  and  lose 
no  time  in  getting  ready.    I  have  referred  the  matter  of  Cogdell's  com 
pany  to  General  Daniel. 
With  great  respect, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Goldsborouyh,  N.  0.,  February  25,  1863. 

The  undersigned  has  been  placed  in  charge  of  the  troops  in  North 
Carolina.  In  assuming  command  he  would  address  a  few  words  of  ex 
hortation  to  his  forces  : 

Soldiers !  Your  brutal  and  malignant  enemy  is  putting  forth  efforts, 
unexampled  in  the  history  of  the  world.  Having  failed  to  subjugate 
you,  he  is  maddened  with  the  thirst  for  vengeance,  and  is  pushing  for 
ward  his  foreign  mercenaries  to  plunder  your  property  and  lay  waste 
your  homes.  But  his  marauding  hosts  have  been  so  often  beaten  and 
baffled  that  they  are  now  discouraged  and  demoralized.  Should  you  be 
able  to  check  them  everywhere  for  the  next  sixty  days  the  300,000  whose 
time  expires  in  May  will  not  re-enlist,  and  the  war  will  end  before  July. 
Should  the  scoundrels,  however,  gain  a  single  substantial  success  at  any 
one  point  the  war  will  be  prolonged  during  the  entire  administration 
of  Lincoln.  It  becomes  a  solemn  duty  then  to  labor  and  fight  during 
the  next  two  months  as  we  have  never  done  before.  We  must  make 
the  war  unpopular  with  the  mercenary  vandals  of  the  North  by  harass 
ing  and  annoying  them.  We  must  cut  down  to  6  feet  by  2  the  dimen 
sions  of  the  farms  which  these  plunderers  propose  to  appropriate.  You. 
will  have  to  endure  more  hardships  and  to  fight  more  desperate  battles- 
than  you  would  have  done  were  your  ranks  properly  filled.  Our  cities,, 
towns,  and  villages  are  full  of  young  and  able-bodied  skulkers,  wear 
ing  the  semblance  of  men,  who  have  dodged  from  the  battle-field  under 
the  provisions  of  the  exemption  bill.  The  scorn  of  the  fair  sex  and  the 
contempt  of  all  honorable  men  have  not  been  able  to  drive  these  cow 
ardly  miscreants  into  the  ranks,  so  long  as  they  can  fatten  upon  the 
miseries  of  the  country  and  shelter  their  worthless  carcasses  from  Yan 
kee  bullets  5  but  they  are  insensible  to  shame.  But  a  day  of  retribu 
tion  awaits  these  abortions  of  humanity.  Their  own  descendants 
will  execrate  their  memory  when  the  finger  of  scorn  is  pointed  and  the 
taunt  is  uttered,  "  He  is  the  son,  or  grandson,  or  great-grandson  of  an 
exempt  and  extortioner."  Do  your  full  duty,  soldiers,  and  leave  these 
poltroons  and  villains  to  the  execration  of  posterity. 

All  commanding  officers  are  hereby  enjoined  to  furnish  the  names  of 
officers  and  men  who  distinguish  themselves  in  pitched  battles  and  skir 
mishes.  Those  so  distinguishing  themselves  will  be  recommended  for 
promotion  and  their  names  published  in  the  principal  papers  of  their 
respective  States. 

The  infantry  have  to  bear  the  brunt  of  every  battle  and  to  endure 
special  hardshipsin  every  campaign.  The  postof  danger  and  of  suffering 
is  the  post  of  honor.  If  our  liberty  be  ever  won  it  will  be  due  mainly 
to  the  indomitable  pluck  and  sturdy  endurance  of  our  heroic  infantry. 

The  Confederate  artillery  has  behaved  most  nobly,  and  the  wonder  is. 
that  with  inferior  guns  and  ammunition  it  has  been  able  to  cope  suc 
cessfully  with  the  splendid  armament  of  the  enemy.  It  has  been  a  mis 
take,  however,  to  contend  with  the  Yankee  artillery.  Keserve  your 
fire,  as  at  Fredericksburg,  for  the  masses  of  infantry,  and  do  not  with- 
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draw  your  guns  just  when  they  are  becoming  effective.  It  is  glorious 
to  lose  guns  by  fighting  them  to  the  last  j  it  is  disgraceful  to  save  them 
by  retiring  early  from  the  fight. 

The  cavalry  constitute  the  eyes  and  ears  of  the  army.  The  safety  of 
the  entire  command  depends  upon  their  vigilance  and  the  faithfulness 
of  their  reports.  The  officers  and  men  who  permit  themselves  to  be 
surprised  deserve  to  die,  and  the  commanding  general  will  spare  no 
efforts  to  secure  them  their  deserts.  Almost  equally  criminal  are  the 
scouts  who  through  fright  bring  in  wild  and  sensational  reports.  They 
will  be  court-martialed  for  cowardice.  Many  opportunities  will  be 
afforded  to  the  cavalry  to  harass  the  enemy,  cut  off  his  supplies,  drive 
in  his  pickets,  &c.  Those  who  have  never  been  in  battle  will  thus  be 
enabled  to  enjoy  th.e  novel  sensation  of  listening  to  the  sound  of  hostile 
shot  and  shell,  and  those  who  have  listened  a  great  way  off  will  be 
allowed  to  come  some  miles  nearer,  and  compare  the  sensation  caused 
by  the  distant  cannonade  with  that  produced  by  the  rattle  of  mus 
ketry. 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major  General. 

STATE  or  NORTH  CAROLINA,  EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 

Raleigh,  N.  C.,  February  25,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War : 

SIR  :  I  had  the  honor  some  three  weeks  or  a  month  ago  to  address 
you  respectfully,  asking  the  removal  of  a  lot  of  broken-down  cavalry 
horses  from  the  northwestern  counties  of  this  State,  of  General  Jenkins' 
command,  which  were  devouring  the  substance  of  a  people  threatened 
with  famine.  I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  a  reply  to  that 
letter.  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  their  depredations  are  still  con 
tinued  and  that  they  have  become  not  only  a  nuisance  but  a  terror  to 
the  community,  and  to  inclose  you  a  letter*  from  Colonel  Forkner,  of 
Seventy-third  North  Carolina  Militia,  giving  evidence  of  their  behavior. 
With  every  possible  disposition  to  aid  in  the  support  of  the  army,  I 
have  the  strongest  reasons  conceivable — the  existence  of  my  own  peo 
ple — for  declining  to  permit  those  horses  to  remain  in  that  section  of 
the  State.  When  the  question  of  starvation  is  narrowed  down  to  women 
and  children  on  the  one  side  and  some  worthless  cavalry  horses  on  the 
other  I  can  have  no  difficulty  in  making  a  choice.  Unless  they  are  re 
moved  soon  I  shall  be  under  the  painful  necessity  of  calling  out  the 
militia  of  adjoining  counties  and  driving  them  from  the  State.  I  hope, 
however,  to  be  spared  such  a  proceeding. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


EICHMOND,  VA.,  February  25, 1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Petersburg,  Va.  : 

You  are,  by  special  orders,  this  day  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
department  recently  made  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Maj.  Gen.  G. 
W.  Smith. 

S.  COOPEE, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General 

*Not  found. 
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HEADQUARTERS,  February  26, 1863. 
General  K.  E.  LEE,  Fredericksburg,  Va. : 
The  following  is  just  from  General  Pryor : 

Scouts  just  in  report  arrivals  of  transports  daily.     Number  now  estimated  at  50,000. 
Gradually  moving  up  the  river.     Persons  from  Norfolk  report  Hooker  at  Fort  Monroe. 

My  scout  reports  the  force  at  Newport  News  at  40,000  or  50,000,  but 
has  none  of  the  other  items. 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  February  26,  1863. 

In  obedience  to  authority  from  the  War  Department  the  undersigned 
hereby  assumes  command  ot  this  department.  Department  headquar 
ters  are  for  the  present  established  at  this  point,  to  which  all  reports 
will  be  directed.  The  following-named  officers  are  announced  as  com 
posing  the  general  staff,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly: 
Maj.  5.  M.  Sorrel,  assistant  adjutant  general;  Maj.  Thomas  J.  Goree 
and  Lieut.  E.  W.  Blackwell,  aides-de  camp  ;  Majs.  J.  W.  Fairfax  and  O. 
Latrobe,  inspectors-general;  Maj.  S.  P.  Mitchell,  chief  quartermaster; 
Maj.  E.  J.  Moses,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence ;  Maj.  Thomas  Wal 
ton,  commissary  of  subsistence ;  Lieut.  Col.  P.  T.  Manning,  chief  of 
ordnance ;  Surg.  J.  S.  D.  Cullen,  medical  director;  Surg.  E.  Barksdale, 
medical  inspector ;  Col.  J.  B.  Walton,  chief  of  artillery ;  Capt.  J.  H. 
Manning,  signal  officer. 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  N.  <7.,  February  27,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL,  Goldsborough,  N.  C.: 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL:  I  have  sent  one  10-inch  columbiad  to  Fort 
Caswell.  I  may  also  send  the  one  now  mounted  at  the  city.  I  wrote 
to  the  Secretary  some  days  since  with  regard  to  armament.  They  are 
no  doubt  fully  aware  of  the  necessities  of  this  place,  which  I  have  earn 
estly  endeavored  to  set  forth  ever  since  1  was  assigned  to  this  command. 
Please  write  to  the  Governor  and  urge  the  speedy  sending  here  of  500 
or  600  negroes.  I  have  spoken  and  written  to  him  about  it.  I  have 
moved  Evans'  brigade  to  camp  near  Masonborough.  Faison's  regi 
ment,  of  Eansom's  [brigade],  occupies  Harrison's  lines  at  Sudberry's, 
and  another  regiment  Stevens'  lines  on  northeast.  The  remaining  three 
regiments  are  south  of  the  city,  outside  the  Greenfield  Pond.  I  send 
you  a  letter*  from  my  man  Sharp,  whom  I  keep  in  front  as  my  "cav 
alry."  It  contains  some  interesting  information.  Evans  had  an  under 
ground  communication  with  New  Berne.  I  presume  Daniel  may  have 
the  same.  There  was  a  battery  of  four  20-pounder  Parrotts  at  Golds- 
borough,  for  which,  or  a  similar  one,  I  applied.  It  would  make  a  for 
midable  addition  to  our  means  of  defense,  especially  on  the  river,  from 
its  mobility.  I  do  not  know  whether  you  have  it  now  or  not.  It  was 
General  Smith's  intention  to  send  it  to  me. 
Yery  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  General. 

*  Not  found. 
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WILMINGTON,  N.  0.,  February  27,  18G3. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va. : 

SIB:  I  think  it  necessary  in  the  present  aspect  of  matters  on  this 
coast  to  have  another  brigade.  It  should  be  placed  in  Brunswick 
County.  If  the  attack  should  be  made  definitely  on  Charleston  it  can 
be  readily  thrown  to  re-enforce  General  Beauregard.  With  it  should 
be  sent  a" battery  of  long-range  guns.  The  field  batteries  in  my  com 
mand  are  very  indifferent,  being  mostly  0-pounders,  smooth,  and  1*J- 
pounder  howitzers.  A  cavalry  force  in  Brunswick  would  also  be  of 
great  service.  It  is  reported  that  the  enemy  make  boat  expeditious 
about  the  inlets  (Shallotte  and  Little  Elver),  to  attack  the  steamers 
running  the  blockade.  They  are  armed  with  the  Dahlgren  boat  how 
itzer,  and  it  is  said  some  of  these  have  captured  the  Wave  Queen,  with 
a  very  valuable  cargo  of  saltpeter  and  powder.  I  am  not  certain  of  the 
truth  of  this  for  I  do  not  see  how  row-boats  can  take  a  steamer  at  sea ; 
but  it  may  be  so.  Foster  has  certainly  left  New  Berne  on  his  way  from 
Washington  to  Port  Eoyal.  I  have  information  that  he  impressed  and 
carried  with  him  all  the  pilots  he  could  get  in  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  familiar 
with  the  North  Carolina  coast.  This  is  ominous,  and  the  design  may 
be  that,  having  failed  to  surprise  Charleston,  they  may  attempt  this  as 
the  weakest  place,  as  after  their  Vieksburg  failure  they  went  to  Arkan 
sas  Post.  The  moment  any  heavy  guns  can  be  sent  me  I  hope  they 
will  be  forwarued  with  dispatch.  My  armament  is  sadly  inadequate. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  II.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  General. 

STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 

Raleigh,  N.  <7.,  February  27,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  DAVIS,  Knoxville,  Tenn.  : 

GENERAL  :  In  my  last  letter  to  you  I  referred  to  a  report  that  a  number 
of  prisoners  taken  on  Laurel  had  been  shot  in  cold  blood,  and  expressed 
the  hope  it  might  not  prove  true.  I  fear,  however,  that  it  is  even  worse 
than  was  first  "reported.  I  beg  leave  to  ask  your  attention  to  the  copy 
inclosed  of  a  part  of  a  letter*  from  A.  S.  Merrimon,  esq.,  attorney  for  the 
State  in  that  district,  and  to  respectfully  request  you  to  make  inquiry 
into  the  truth  of  the  statements  within,  with  a  view  to  proceedings 
against  the  guilty'parties.  While  expressing  again  my  thanks  for  the 
prompt  aid  rendered  by  your  command  in  quieting  the  troubles  in  that 
region,  I  cannot  reconcile  it  to  my  sense  of  duty  to  pass  by  in  silence 
such  cruel  and  barbarous  conduct  as  is  alleged  to  have  characterized  a 
portion  of  them,  and  more  especially  as  the  officers  mentioned  are  citi 
zens  of  this  State. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT., 

Raleigh,  N.  C.,  February  28,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON,  Secretary  of  War  : 

SIR  :  Some  six  months  since  a  disturbance  occurred  in  Madison  County, 
North  Carolina,  near  the  Tennessee  border,  by  some  disloyal  persons  cap- 

*  See  p.  881 ;  see  also  p.  893. 
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taring  the  little  county  town  and  seizing  a  lot  of  salt  and  other  plunder. 
An  armed  force  was  promptly  sent  from  Knoxville,  under  command  of 
General  Davis,  to  suppress  the  insurrection,  which  was  accomplished 
before  the  local  militia  could  get  there,  though  ordered  out  immediately. 
But  in  doing  so  a  degree  of  cruelty  and  barbarity  was  displayed,  shock 
ing  and  outrageous  in  the  extreme,  on  the  part  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  A.  Keith, 
Sixty-fourth  North  Carolina  Troops,  who  seems  to  have  been  in  com 
mand,  and  to  have  acted  in  this  respect  without  orders  from  his  superiors, 
so  far  as  I  can  learn.  I  beg  leave  to  ask  you  to  read  the  inclosed  letter* 
(copy)  from  A.  S.  Merrimon,  State's  attorney  for  that  judicial  district, 
which  you  will  see  discloses  a  scene  of  horror  disgraceful  to  civilization. 
1  desire  you  to  have  proceedings  instituted  at  once  against  this  officer, 
who,  if  the  half  be  true,  is  a  disgrace  to  the  service  and  to  North  Caro 
lina.  You  may  depend  upon  the  respectability  and  fairness  of  Mr.  Mer 
rimon,  who  made  an  investigation  officially  by  my  order.  I  have  also 
written  General  Davis. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  February  28,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Goldsborough,  N.  C.  : 

GENERAL  :  From  the  reports  that  we  have  of  the  enemy's  strength  at 
and  near  New  Berne  it  would  seem  practicable  for  us  to  concentrate  from 
Wilmington  and  your  forces  and  cut  the  New  Berne  garrison  off  from 
the  sea-coast.  Please  have  this  in  your  mind  and  collect  such  informa 
tion  on  the  subject  as  may  be  useful,  and  at  the  same  time  make  such 
other  arrangements  for  such  an  expedition  as  may  be  necessary,  but  let 
no  one  know  that  you  have  anything  of  the  kind  in  view.  We  should 
make  every  effort  to  get  supplies  from  the  counties  near  the  enemy's 
position.  I  hope  that  you  will  collect  all  information  upon  the  subject 
of  supplies  also.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  make  you  a  visit  soon,  but  hope 
that  you  \vill  send  me  all  the  information  in  the  mean  time.  The  cavalry 
was  ordered  to  Bertie  for  the  purpose  of  getting  supplies  as  much  as  for 
any  other  purpose.  If  the  cavalry  is  particularly  important  where  it  is 
it  can  remain  for  the  present.  Pickett's  and  Hood's  divisions,  of  my 
corps,  are  here.  The  enemy  is  reported  quite  strong  at  Newport  News, 
but  no  present  indications  of  active  operations. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 

lieutenant-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Fredericksburg,  Va.,  February  28, 1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Commanding  North  Carolina  Department: 

GENERAL:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  24th  t  and  dispatch  of 
25th. t  I  have  as  yet  heard  of  but  three  army  corps  of  General  Hooker's 
army  descending  the  Potomac.  A  scout  who  has  been  on  the  river  for 
the  last  ten  days  reports  on  the  26th  that  everything  has  been  quiet  on 

*Seep.  893.  t  Not  found. 
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the  Potomac  during1  the  past  week,  only  two  or  three  steamers  pass 
ing  up  and  down  during  the  day.  Numerous  sail  vessels  with  large 
amount  of  hay  descended.  From  the  number  and  size  of  transports  he 
estimates  that  from  15,000  to  20,000  troops  have  descended  the  river 
since  the  9th.  The  army  in  front  of  us  is  still  very  strong,  compactly 
located  along  the  railroad  from  Falmouth  to  Aquia,  with  cavalry  on 
either  flank,  extending  from  river  to  river.  It  is  now  so  difficult  to  get 
in  or  out  of  his  lines  that  I  had  to  send  Fitz  Lee's  cavalry  to  force  an 
entrance.  With  400  men  he  broke  through  5  miles  north  of  Falmouth, 
found  them  iu  strong  force,  fell  upon  their  camps,  and  brought  oft'  150 
prisoners,  including  5  commissioned  and  10  non-commissioned  officers. 

Major  Moses  took  his  departure  yesterday. 

1  will  give  directions  about  Hood's  guns,  if  they  have  not  gone. 

Make  them  take  care  of  all  the  horses. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  E.  LEE,  ". 

General. 

HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  Ar.  0.,  February  28,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

SIR  :  The  chief  object  I  propose  to  gain  in  my  application  for  a  bat 
tery  of  30-pounder  or  20-pounder  Parrotts  and  for  a  brigade  to  occupy 
Brunswick  County  is  to  strengthen  Fort  Caswell,  always  the  weakest 
point  in  the  system  of  defenses  here.  Its  inherent  weakness,  that  is  due 
to  its  construction  and  armament,  I  am  endeavoring  to  overcome  by  in 
creasing  its  defenses  and  its  armament  as  fast  as  our  means  will  permit. 
A  memoir  detailing  the  design  and  progress  of  these  works  will  be 
shortly  submitted  for  your  information.  But  its  isolated  position,  cut 
off  as  it  is  from  relief  from  the  mainland,  renders  necessary  the  establish 
ment  of  interior  positions  to  arrest,  at  any  rate  materially  to  delay,  the 
advance  of  the  enemy  beyond  gaining  an  entrance,  supposing  him  to 
succeed  in  reducing  the  fort.  For  this  purpose,  in  addition  to  the  very 
few  guns  I  am  able  to  command  for  permanent  location  on  the  Smith ville 
Bluff,  there  are  no  better  means  than  those  proposed — a  good  battery  of 
four  or  six  Parrotts,  supported  by  a  column  of  troops  able  to  make  a 
formidable  resistance  to  an  attempt  at  lodgment  on  the  main.  Such  an 
attempt  would  undoubtedly  be  the  first  object  of  the  enemy  should  they 
succeed  in  entering  the  outer  harbor.  It  would  furnish  them  with  a 
depot.  They  would  strongly  fortify  it.  It  would  give  them  a  base  for 
future  operations  exceedingly  embarrassing  to  us,  and  would  effectually 
prevent  any  possibility  of  relief  to  C  as  well.  The  facility  with  which 
such  a  battery  might  be  moved  to  different  points  commanding  the  an 
chorage  or  the  channels,  and  its  well-known  effect  upon  steamers  and 
transports  would  give  at  the  smallest  outlay  the  greatest  available  ac 
cession  to  our  strength.  I  know  no  position  where  such  a  battery  is 
more  needed.  Nothing  that  is  possible  to  procure  should  be  omitted  in 
endeavoring  to  preserve  the  outer  harbor  from  the  enemy.  I  have  di 
rected  the  construction  of  lines  to  repel  landings  and  cover  these  guns 
in  their  field  of  operations,  a  work  which  has  heretofore  only  been  post 
poned,  partly  from  works  of  perhaps  more  immediate  necessity  and 
partly  from  the  small-pox  pestilence  which  has  raged  in  that  vicinity. 
The  troops  required  are  necessary  in  addition  to  what  I  already  have, 
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my  force  not  been  large  enough  to  divide.  In  this  connection  I  refer  to 
my  letters  to  your  predecessor  of  November  last  and  to  my  correspond 
ence  with  Major-General  Smith,  in  which  the  necessity  of  a  covering  or 
movable  column  of  troops  is  fully  set  forth.  Will  you  please  to  submit 
these  considerations  to  the  President  1  I  shall  shortly  be  able  to  for 
ward  for  his  information  maps  and  sketches  which  will  show  the  whole 
system  of  defense  for  this  important  post. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  February  28,  1863. 
General  S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  : 

GENERAL  :  I  wrote  several  days  ago  asking  for  generals  of  cavalry. 
General  Robertson,  now  commanding  the  cavalry  in  this  department, 
was  sent  here  to  organize  and  instruct  it.  He  was  not  deemed  a  very 
efficient  officer  in  the  field  and  was  therefore  relieved  from  duty  with 
the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia.  The  cavalry  is  now  considered  in 
proper  condition  for  field  service,  and  could  be  used  to  great  advantage, 
in  proper  hands,  in  getting  supplies  from  North  Carolina  in  and  near 
the  enemy's  lines.  I  write  to  you  upon  the  subject  again,  in  order  that 
the  Department  may  fully  understand  the  importance  of  having  the 
cavalry  in  proper  hands,'  and  to  renew  my  recommendation  of  General 
Eansom  for  promotion  to  the  cavalry.  It  may  be  important,  too,  that 
we  should  act  promptly  if  we  hope  to  collect  any  great  quantity  of  the 
supplies  in  Eastern  North  Carolina. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTKEET, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Abstract  from  Field  Return  of  Troops  commanded  by  Mai.  Gen.  S.  G.  French,  for  February 

28,  1863. 


Command. 

Present    for 
duty. 

PI 

01 

uO 

0) 

PH 
£> 

1 

So 

fcC 

<3 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

i 

a 

0 

g 

£ 

Forces  oil  Blackwater  

318 
36 
8 
3 
3 
3 
3 

9 

4 
14 

4,823 
604 
140 

75 
74 
63 
96 
23 
124 
152 

5,904 
642 
160 
86 
86 
68 
105 
28 
133 
173 

8,  123 
862 
182 
92 
100 
96 
123 
29 
140 
216 

Twenty-ninth  Itegiruent  Virginia  Volunteers 

Moseley  's  artillery  battalion  

I  >  rad  ford's  battery  

Sturdivant's  battery  

Confederate  Guard  

Hargrove  Blu^.s  

Moise's  cavalry  company  

Signal  Corps  

Camp  paroled  prisoners  

Grand  total  

394 

6,174-1     7,385 

9,963 
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AbstraQt  from  Eeport  of  the  Troops  of  Hie  District  of  the  Cape  Fear,  commanded  ly  Brig. 
Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting,  for  February t  1863. 


Command. 

Present   for 
duty. 

Effective  total. 

J 

1 

<D 

I 

to 

tc 

<1 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Officers. 

1 

138 
164 
52 

22 
10 
11 
16 

5 
1 
1 

1,743 
2,650 
1,153 

402 
130 
194 
441 
180 
D2 
24 

1,  853 
2,673 
1,  426 

446 
146 
205 
443 
181 
22 
24 

7,419 

2,078 
2,987 
1,  71B 

538 

no 

234 
479 

206 
23 

27 

8,460 

2,887 
3,  825 
1,925 

625 
208 
267 
538 
278 
23 
31 

10,  607 

Brigadier-General  Ransom's  brigade                •  -  -            • 

l('orts  Caswell,  Fisher,  Johnson,  and  Saint  Philip  (twenty-one 
companies). 
City  and  river  defenses  (one  battalion  and  three  companies).. 

Third  TJattalion  North  Carolina  Artillery      

Tlirce  companies  of  cavalry                                        

Uiid°"o  guard                                                                    

Grand  total                                                                     

420 

6,945 

Abstract  from  Field  Return  of  Troops,  Maj.  Gen.  A.  Elzey  commanding,  for  March  1,  1863 
(headquarters  Richmond,  Fa.). 


Command. 

Present   for 
duty. 

Effective  total  pres 
ent. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Officers. 

S 
% 

Brif  Gen  H  A  Wise 

128 
78 
31 
22 
13 

2,029 
1,451 
714 
320 
3V. 

2,182 

1,585 
766 
384 
367 

5,284 

2,  519 
1,868 
926 
433 
405 

~M51 

3,405 
2,]  68 
1,136 
520 
434 

7,663 

Col.  Thomas  S  llhett                               .                    

Col.  T.  J.  Page                                                                        

('apt  S  S  Lee   C  S  Navy 

Grand  total                                                                      ... 

272 

4,825 

Abstract  from  Field  Return  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  commanded  by  Moj.  Gen. 
1).  H.  Hill,  for  March  1,  1863. 


Command. 

Present   for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

1 
g<l 

&I 

1« 

H 

1* 

<! 

Officers. 

a 

o 

3 

"Whiting's  command  [not  reported] 

Pettigrew's  brigade  

169 

210 
13 
47 
32 
40 
105 

3,068 
3,513 
335 
832 
(553 
541 
1,378 

3,  582 
4,247 
380 
1,030 
879 
710 
1,703 

4,476 
5,680 
447 
1,132 
1,113 
794 
2,177 

Daniel's  brigade 

Itesei'vo  Artillery 

Hamilton,  N.  C  

Wei  don  N.  C 

Goldsborough.  N.  C  

liobertson's  cavalry  brigade 

Grand  total 

622 

10,  320 

12,  537 

15,  819 
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WAR  DEPARTMENT,  O.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  March  1,  1803. 
His  Excellency  ZEBULON  B.  VANCE, 

Governor  of  North  Carolina: 

SIR  :  I  regret  to  learn  from  your  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo  that  such 
serious  opposition  is  entertained  by  you  to  the  continuance  of  the  horses 
of  a  portion  of  General  Jenkins'  command  in  the  western  counties  of 
North  Carolina.  I  had  commended  your  previous  letter  to  the  attention 
of  the  general  commanding  that  department  with  the  hope  that  the  evil 
complained  of  would  be  inquired  into,  and,  if  found  remediable,  would 
be  corrected.  Doubtless  it  has  been  continued  only  from  the  necessity 
of  the  case.  The  truth  is,  that  the  large  number  of  cavalry  in  the  mount 
ainous  regions  of  East  Tennessee  and  Virginia  could  not  be  subsisted 
there  during  the  winter,  and  it  was  deemed  imperatively  necessary  that 
most  of  the  men  should  be  dismounted  and  the  horses  sent  to  more  dis 
tant  regions,  less  exhausted  by  being  ravaged  or  drained  by  the  strug 
gling  armies,  for  subsistence  and  preparation  for  the  approaching  cam 
paign.  It  was  supposed,  and  indeed  strongly  represented,  that  the 
counties  on  the  eastern  slopes  of  the  mountains  in  North  Carolina  would 
afford  abundant  supplies  and  early  pasturage  for  them,  and  that  benefit 
would  result  from  sending  them  there,  not  only  to  the  horses,  but  to  the 
people  around,  in  affording  them  a  market  for  their  surplus  grain  and 
forage.  Only  a  moderate  number,  however,  were  sent  there,  and  more 
were  scattered  about  in  the  various  more  distant  counties  of  Virginia, 
along  the  valley  and  mountainous  districts.  Complaints  similar  to  those 
addressed  to  you  have  come  up  from  various  counties  of  this  State,  where 
they  have  been  collected,  for  the  products  of  the  last  season  were  scant 
almost  everywhere,  and  some  irregularities  are  but  too  apt  to  occur  with 
the  rather  irregular  and  partially  disciplined  cavalrymen  sent  with  the 
horses.  But  our  authorities  have  been  content  with  the  effort  to  redress 
them  by  appeal  to  the  officers  or  commanding  generals,  and  no  effort  has 
been  made  or  intimated  of  a  purpose  to  expel  them  by  force.  They  are, 
it  will  be  recollected,  not,  as  Your  Excellency  supposes,  broken-down 
horses,  nor  can  they  be  considered  as  Virginia  cavalry,  though  lately  en 
gaged  in  that  State.  They  are  horses  of  the  cavalry  of  the  Confederate 
States,  engaged  for  the  common  defense,  as  well  for  North  Carolina  as 
for  every  other  State,  and  placed  where  they  are  to  preserve  them  in  a 
state  of  efficiency  for  our  further  struggles  in  a  common  cause.  I  trusfr 
Therefore  Your  Excellency  will  forbear  from  any  forcible  expulsion  of 
them,  should  their  still  longer  stay  be  deemed  indispensable.  Your  let 
ter,  however,  shall  be  sent  to  the  general  commanding  the  department 
where  these  horses  were  sent,  and  his  attention  especially  invoked  to 
your  remonstrances. 

With  high  esteem,  very  truly,  yours, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
/Secretary  of  War. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg,  Va.,  March  1,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Goldsborouyli,  N.  C.  : 

GENERAL:  Your  letter  of  the  25th  is  this  instant  received.     Your 
views  are  almost  precisely  those  that  I  wrote  you  two  or  three  days  ago. 
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I  do  not  know  that  I  expressed  the  idea  that  a  forward  movement  would 
be  a  diversion  in  favor  of  Charleston,  but  I  had  it  in  my  mind.  I  will 
send  orders  to  General  Whiting  to  prepare  himself  to  re-enforce  you,  say 
4,000  men.  This,  with  the  cavalry  and  what  you  have,  ought  to  run 
your  force  up  to  14,000  or  15,000  men.  At  least  this  is  my  calculation. 
With  this  force  I  think  you  could  cut  the  railroad  behind  New  Berne 
and  probably  force  the  enemy  out  to  fight.  From  here,  though,  it  looks 
as  if  most  of  the  cavalry  could  operate  to  greater  advantage  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river,  so  that  we  can  forage  at  the  same  time  that  the 
forces  are  displayed  in  front  of  the  enemy's  works.  General  Whiting 
might  bring  you  5,000  men,  1  should  think,  but  I  cannot  promise  so 
many  until  I  am  better  posted.  If  there  is  a  chance  of  doing  anything 
we  should  not  be  idle.  We  are  much  more  likely  to  succeed  by  operat 
ing  ourselves  than  by  lying  still  to  await  the  enemy's  time  for  thorough 
preparation  before  he  moves  upon  us.  I  have  been  confined  with  a 
terribly  sore  throat  since  I  have  been  here,  but  hope  to  be  out  in  a  few  ' 
days  more,  when  1  shall  make  a  visit  to  your  headquarters.  In  the 
mean  time  please  make  your  preparations  quietly  for  a  forward  move 
ment.  Cannot  you  persuade  the  good  people  in  charge  of  the  railroads 
to  work  a  little  more  and  with  more  system,  in  order  that  freight,  &c., 
can  be  brought  through  promptly?  Our  people  have  been  so  ac 
customed  to  have  all  kinds  of  labor  at  their  hands  that  they  seem  at  a 
loss  for  resources  when  emergencies  arise.  "  Where  there  is  a  will 
there  is  a  way"  of  overcoming  all  human  obstacles.  It  is  left  for  us  to 
find  it  out.  All  suggestions  are  thankfully  received,  and  as  I  know 
that  all  of  your  ideas  are  good  you  need  not  hesitate  about  expressing 
them. 

I  remain,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg,  Va.,  March  1 ,  1863. 

General  K.  E.  LEE, 

Fredericksbury,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  the  28th  is  received.  I  shall  keep  you  ad 
vised  of  matters  here  that  you  may,  by  comparing  notes,  satisfy  your 
self  of  the  enemy's  position,  &c.  I  shall  be  guided  by  the  information 
that  I  may  receive  from  you  of  the  enemy's  movements  more  than  by 
what  I  hear  here,  for  the  present  at  all  events.  The  force  now  here  I 
think  quite  sufficient  to  overcome  that  of  the  enemy  at  any  time  that 
I  may  be  able  to  meet  him,  and  shall  act  accordingly  until  I  find  that 
he  is  moving  additional  troops  from  your  front.  I  do  not  think,  how 
ever,  that  he  will  withdraw  any  force  that  he  now  holds  in  your  front, 
but  may  possibly  send  back  the  force  now  at  Newport  News.  De 
serters,  however,  report  that  this  force  is  intended  to  operate  in  North 
Carolina. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

P.  S. — I  have  parties  on  each  bank  of  the  river  to  watch  the  force  at 
Newport  News. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  N.  C.,  March  2,  1863. 
HOD.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

SIR:  If  it  is  not  practicable  to  send  me  the  heavy  Parrott  guns  lately 
requested  may  I  not  have  a  field  battery  of  12-pounder  Parrotts  or  other 
rifled  guns,  for  the  purpose  specified  in  my  previous  letters  on  this  mat 
ter"?  1  should  like  to  have  Eeilly's,  both  from  the  skill  of  that  officer, 
his  thorough  acquaintance  with  the  country  (especially  the  locality  in 
which  he  would  operate),  and  the  quality  of  his  guns.  The  matter  of 
the  brigade  asked  for  is  becoming  daily  more  important.  My  informa 
tion  from  the  enemy's  lines  confirms  my  opinion  heretofore  expressed 
that 'the  Abolitionists,  having  utterly  failed  to  surprise  Charleston,  and 
[being]  very  unwilling  to  attempt  it,  believing  it  almost  impregnable, 
will  endeavor  to  move  against  some  weaker  point.  Unless  Hunter 
should  overrule  Foster  and  try  Savannah  they  must  come  here.  I  do 
not  see  that  they  would  gain  much,  even  should  they  take  Savannah, 
since  they  already  hold  the  port  of  that  city  and  Fort  Pulaski,  while 
they  might  lose  a  great  deal.  At  any  rate,  should  they  come  here,  the 
attack  this  time  would  be  from  the  southward,  that  is,  Cape  Fear  and 
the  Frying-Pan  Shoals.  A  corresponding  advance  by  laud  from  New 
Berne,  as  at  first  designed,  would  be  supported  by  fresh  troops  drawn 
from  the  North.  The  fact  of  Foster's  taking  with  him  all  the  North 
Carolina  pilots  he  could  find  especially  marks  this  place  as  the  point 
selected.  I  urged  it  as  essential  to  our  success  that  I  should  be  provided 
with  a  brigade,  to  be  placed  on  the  south  side  of  the  river.  All  the  time 
they  give  me  is  devoted  to  strengthening  Fort  Gas  well,  the  weakest  point 
in  the  system.  The  proposed  disposition  would  greatly  strengthen  it. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  N.  <?.,  March  2,  1803. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Goldsborough,  N.  C.  : 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL:  I  quite  agree  with  you  that  the  Yankees,  hav 
ing  failed  to  surprise  Charleston  and  finding  it  very  strong,  will  make  an 
attempt  on  some  weaker  point.  That  will  be  undoubtedly  Wilmington, 
unless  Hunter  should  object  and  overrule  Foster.  The  latter's  carrying 
off  the  North  Carolina  pilots  with  him  to  Port  Royal  is  ominous  as  to 
tii is.  I  have  received  notice  that  a  10-inch  columbiad  is  started  from 
Richmond  for  me  and  another  will  soon  be  sent.  Please  to  hurry  them 
through.  Time  now  is  all-important.  Cannot  you  stir  me  up  some 
labor — negro  labor1?  I  need  very  much  fully  500,  not  so  much  for  the 
city  as  for  Caswell,  Smithfield,  and  Fisher.  I  have  applied  to  the  Sec 
retary  for  another  brigade.  In  my  opinion  now,  the  attack  coming 
as  it  will  from  the  southward,  it  is  essential  that  a  brigade  be  sta 
tioned  in  Brunswick  County,  to  maneuver  against  any  attempt  to  land, 
and  it  is  especially  in  case  of  any  of  their  vessels  passing  Caswell  that  I 
need  both  the  troops  and  a  battery  of  Parrott  guns.  My  field  batteries 
lire  very  defective,  being  mostly  smooth-bores  and  howitzers.  This  is 
very  important,  and  I  trust  you  will  give  the  matter  all  the  aid  in  your 
power.  A  brigade  might,  1  think,  readily  be  spared  from  about  Rich- 
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mond.     The  negro  force  lately  raised  and  armed  about  New  Berne  has 
been,  as  I  hear,  disarmed,  in  consequence  of  disagreement  on  the  sub 
ject  between  Stanly  and  Lincoln. 
With  great  respect,  yours, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg,  Va.,  March  2,  18G3. 
General  G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

Commanding,  Charleston,  8.  C.: 

GENERAL:  Scouting  parties  just  come  in  from  around  New  Berne 
report  that  General  Foster,  on  his  way  back  to  Charleston,  took  with 
him  pilots  for  Cape  Fear  River  and  North  Carolina  inlets.  The  scouts 
also  report  that  the  Yankees  think  Charleston  impregnable.  In  conse 
quence  of  this  General  Whiting  anticipates  a  return  of  General  Foster's 
force  and  an  attack  at  Wilmington.  The  difficulty  between  Generals 
Hunter  and  Foster  may  have  induced  General  Foster  to  advise  against 
Hunter's  attack,  and  possibly  may  have  induced  the  United  States  Gov 
ernment  to  change  the  point  of  attack.  This  difficulty,  I  think,  insures 
your  victory  if  the  attack  is  made.  When  generals  quarrel  their  troops 
will  not  fight;  that  is,  they  will  not  fight  a  severe  battle.  I  hope  that 
you  will  keep  your  eye  upon  Foster,  and  advise  me  if  he  should  turn 
around  and  come  back  to  his  first  love.  I  hope,  though,  that  you  may 
have  your  opportunity,  for  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  you  will  be  able  to 
beat  back  any  attack  that  may  be  made  upon  you. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully  and  sincerely,  yours, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg,  Va.,  March  2,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  : 

GENERAL:  I  desire  that  you  will  make  preparations  for  sending  the 
half  of  your  force  and  as  many  more  as  can  be  spared  from  Wilmington 
garrison  to  re-enforce  Major-General  Hill  for  foraging  service.  If  your 
services  may  be  spared  from  Wilmington  I  would  like  to  have  you  on 
this  service  also,  as  some  important  service  may  grow  out  of  it.  Please 
make  your  arrangements  as  quietly  as  possible,  giving  no  one  an  indi 
cation  that  any  serious  service  is  expected.  Advise  me  as  early  as  pos 
sible  of  the  force  that  you  can  send  or  take  out. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

„      JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

P.  S. — If  your  forts  in  the  harbor  are  not  ordered  to  be  held  at  all 
hazards  and  for  all  time  up  to  starvation,  such  orders  should  be  given 
in  writing.  If  operations  should  become  -extensive  in  North  Carolina 
it  may  at  some  time  be  necessary  to  abandon  Wilmington  for  a  time  to 
operate  elsewhere;  but  if  we  hold  the  harbor  we  can  at  any  time  retake 
the  city.  I  do  not  know  anything  of  the  plan  of  defenses,  and  have 
taken  it  for  granted  that  the  harbor  defenses  are  independent  of  those 
of  the  city,  &c.  Further  orders  will  be  sent  before  a  movement  is  made. 
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HEAD  QUARTERS, 
Petersburg,  Va.,  March  3,  1863. 

In  reference  to  the  inclosed  letter*  of  General  E.  A.  Pryor,  and  which 
the  lieutenant-general  has  referred  to  me,  I  have  to  remark:  General  E. 
A.  Pryor  was  sent  by  me  to  the  Blackwater,  as  desired  by  General  G.  W. 
Smith.  A  considerable  force  was  then  on  this  line,  under  a  most  able 
officer,  who  had  twice  repulsed  the  enemy  in  force  when  he  attempted 
to  cross  the  river.  I  allude  to  Col.  C.  Leventhorpe.  When  the  enemy 
began  to  assemble  a  force  at  New  Berne  in  December  last  I  found 
it  obligatory  to  withdraw  all  the  North  Carolina  regiments  from  the 
Blackwater,  and  on  January  5  last  left  Petersburg  to  take  command 
of  them  for  the  defense  of  Wilmington.  A  few  days  previous  to  this 
General  Colston  arrived  at  this  place  with  a  brigade.  I  directed  him  to 
proceed  with  all  his  command  (except  one  regiment),  and  dispose  of  it 
for  the  defense  of  the  line  on  the  Blackwater,  and  to  leave  the  brigade 
there  under  the  immediate  command  of  General  Pryor,  and  that  he 
should  then  return  and  remain  in  Petersburg  during  my  absence.  He 
was  to  defend  the  James,  Blackwater,  and  Weldon  while  I  was  near 
Wilmington.  After  the  sailing  of  the  enemy  from  Beaufort,  and  when 
disposing  of  the  troops,  I  ordered  General  J.  E.  Davis,  with  his  brigade, 
to  the  Blackwater,  and  on  my  arrival  here,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  inclosed 
order,*  sent  General  Colston  to  command  these  two  brigades  and  the 
line  of  the  Blackwater.  General  Pryor  was  under  General  Colston  all 
the  time  since  I  left  here,  and  the  only  change  is  General  Colston  has 
moved  down  on  the  line.  General  Pryor  still  has  the  command  of  a  full 
brigade,  just  as  he  had  before.  Had  General  Colston  gone  down  and 
taken  his  own  brigade  it  would  have  left  General  Pryor  without  a  com 
mand.  But  he  does  not,  and  leaves  his  own  brigade  under  General 
Pryor  as  he  did  in  the  first  instance.  And  I  do  not  think  General  Pryor 
has  any  cause  of  complaint.  He  came  here  without  any  troops,  and  he 
now  has  the  command  of  Colston's  brigade  just  as  he  has  had  for  the 
last  two  months.  I  cannot  say  that  General  Pryor  has  been  super 
seded  in  command.  It  was  necessary  to  send  there  a  second  brigade, 
and  with  that  increased  force  General  Colston  was  sent  as  the  imme 
diate  commander  of  the  line  of  the  Blackwater  and  of  both  brigades. 
One  of  the  bridges  referred  to  was  built  by  Colonel  French,  and  a 
second  one  I  directed  Colonel  Claiborue  to  build.  As  regards  supplies 
they  have  been  always  directed  to  be  drawn  from  the  enemy's  lines. 
During  the  summer,  pork  could  not  well  be  cured,  and  it  was  not  until 
after  General  Pryor  went  down  there  that  the  farmers  commenced  kill 
ing  hogs.  Indeed,  they  were  not  then  in  condition  to  kill  and  the 
weather  was  too  warm. 

S.  G.  FEENCH, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

March  3  [30],  1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Petersburg,  Va.  : 

GENERAL,  :  Your  letter  of  the  27th  has  been  received.!  I  have  heard 
nothing  of  the  Sixth  Army  Corps  being  united  with  the  Ninth.  Eeports 
from  our  scouts  on  the  Lower  Potomac  as  late  as  the  28th  instant  give 
no  indication  of  a  movement  of  troops  from  Aquia.  On  the  contrary  it 
is  stated  that  within  the  last  fortnight  re-enforcements  have  been  re 

*  Not  fonml.  tSee  p.  944. 
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ceived.  At  that  time  there  were  not  more  than  five  or  six  steamers  at 
Aquia  and  Potomac  Creeks,  and  the  number  of  vessels  and  transports 
passing  up  the  Potomac  is  reported  to  be  less  than  usual.  I  fear  that 
the  enemy,  by  a  systematic  propagation  of  falsehood,  has  been  able  to 
deceive  us,  and  that  the  report  of  troops  from  Newport  News  going  to 
North  Carolina  was  purposely  spread  to  conceal  their  movement  west. 
The  weather  here  is  so  bad  as  to  preclude  any  military  movement,  and 
the  enemy's  pickets  are  so  closely  posted  on  their  right,  being  within 
50  steps  of  each  other,  that  our  scouts  find  it  impossible  to  get  within 
their  lines,  and  we  have  to  rely  upon  citizens,  who  are  easily  gulled. 
The  ground  is  again  covered  with  snow  and  a  northeast  rain  is  prevail 
ing.  The  enemy's  positions  in  North  Carolina  have  always  appeared  to 
me  to  be  taken  for  defense,  and  if  driven  from  them  they  can  easily 
escape  to  their  gunboats.  Unless  therefore  they  will  come  out  into  the 
country  I  do  not  know  how  you  can  advantageously  get  at  them.  You 
will  probably  find  Suffolk  fortified  as  New  Berne  is.  If  the  line  you 
propose,  cutting  the  Blackwater  near  Mayfield,  is  necessary  to  enable 
you  to  draw  supplies  from  the  counties  east  of  the  Chowan  it  becomes 
important,  as  those  supplies  are  necessary  to  us.  But  except  to  draw 
provisions  from  North  Carolina  at  this  distance  I  do  not  see  that  you 
can  accomplish  much.  You  need  not,  however,  be  restrained  by  my 
operations,  as  at  present  I  can  do  nothing.  I  cannot  advance  and  the 
enemy  will  not,  though  all  reports  agree  that  he  is  ready  to  cross  the 
Eappahannock  and  waits  only  for  the  weather.  I  fear  you  can  expect 
no  co-operation  from  the  Navy,  nor  do  I  know  that  they  can  give  any, 
as  boats  are  not  of  a  character  to  contend  with  the  enemy's  iron-clads. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg,  Va.;  March  4,  1863. 
General  S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  herewith  a  dispatch  just  deceived 
from  Maj.  Gen.  1).  H.  Hill.  General  Hill  thinks,  from  the  information 
that  he  has  received,  that  the  enemy  may  abandon  his  attack  upon 
Charleston  and  concentrate  for  an  attack  upon  Wilmington.  In  view 
of  this  I  suggest  that  General  Beauregard  be  advised  to  send  back  the 
forces  to  Wilmington,  should  he  find  the  enemy  moving  back  to  that 
point.  It  is  possible  that  the  disaffection  in  the  ranks  of  the  enemy 
may  force  hi  in  to  make  some  such  effort.  I  shall  not  have  the  force  to 
resist  it  without  re-enforcements  from  Charleston.  1  shall  leave  for 
Goldsborough  on  the  6th  if  the  intelligence  is  confirmed.  Burnside's 
force  must  have  been  drawn  from  Newport  News,  but  we  have  no  infor 
mation  of  a  movement  from  that  point. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 

TAeutenant-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  X.  0.,  March  4,  1863. 
Lieu  ten  ant-General  LONGSTREET, 

Commanding  Department,  Petersburg,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant.  From  your 
postscript  I  perceive  you  are  not  acquainted  with  this  vicinity  and  the 
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relations  which  subsist  between  the  city,  the  outer  harbor,  the  defenses, 
and  the  interior.  I  earnestly  beg  you.  before  taking  any  such  action  as 
/our  letter  indicates,  to  refer  to  my  correspondence  with  the  War  De 
partment  and  with  Major-General  Smith,  in  which  this  matter  is  fully 
set  forth,  and  that  you  will  refer  to  the  Secretary.  So  far  from  consid 
ering  myself  able  to  spare  troops  from  here  1  have  applied  for  and 
earnestly  urged  that  another  brigade  be  sent  here  immediately.  The 
works  here  are  by  no  means  completed  and  I  need  the  services  of  every 
man  I  can  raise.  This  necessity  is  so  well  understood  that  when  the  at 
tack  on  Charleston  was  imminent  the  troops  sent  from  here  to  re-eriforce 
General  Beauregard  were  immediately  replaced  by  order  of  the  Secretary. 
Information  received  from  the  enemy's  lines  leads  me  to  think  that  they 
have  by  no  means  abandoned  their  designs  on  this  place,  of  so  vital  im 
portance  to  the  Confederacy.  Major-General  Hill  informs  me  that  his 
spies  report  the  arrival  of  Burnside  and  a  very  heavy  force  at  New  Berne. 
Mine  report  that  Foster  has  returned.  I  send  out  again  to-day  for 
further  information,  of  which  I  will  give  you  immediate  notice. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

Petersburg,  Fa.,  March  4,  18G3. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding,  &c. : 

GENERAL  :  General  Long-street  desires  a  work  constructed  on  the 
»]ames  River  for  a  field  battery  of  four  or  six  guns,  of  which  some  are 
20-pouuder  Parrotts.  He  has  no  engineer  officer  at  present  serving 
with  him  and  asks  that  you  will  send  yours  to  select  a  suitable  point 
somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Powhatan.  As  soon  as  the  site  is 
chosen  if  your  officer  will  report  at  this  office  he  will  be  furnished  with 
such  working  details  as  he  will  require  for  a  rapid  prosecution  of  the 
work. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOXLEY  SOREEL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


PETERSBURG,  VA.,  March  4,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Commanding,  &c>,  Goldsborough,  N~.  C.  : 

Yours  of  2d  received.  If  the  information  contained  therein  be  con 
firmed  the  general  will  start  to  join  you  on  the  Gth  instant.  He  asks 
you  to  keep  him  promptly  advised  by  telegraph  of  any  confirmation  or 
ad  d  i  tion  a  1  i  n  form  ati  on . 

G.  MOXLEY  SOEEEL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[MARCH  f>,  18G3. — For  correspondence  between  Longstreet  and  Beau 
regard,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XIV,  p.  810.1 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg,  Va.,  March  5,  18G3. 
General  S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

GENERAL  :  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  reports  a  large  force  landing  at  New 
Berne,  ]Nr.  0.  This  force  must  be  part  of  the  command  intended  for  the 
attack  upon  Charleston,  which  seems  to  have  been  abandoned. 

I  inclose  herewith  a  letter*  from  Brigadier-General  Whiting,  com 
manding  at  Wilmington.     He  is  anxious  to  have  his  armament  in 
creased^  as  also  his  laboring  force.     I  hope  that  the  Department  may 
do  all  that  is  in  its  power  to  give  him  the  aid  that  he  desires. 
I  remain,  sir,  Arery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTKEET, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


RICHMOND,  VA.,  March  5,  1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Petersburg,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  The  President  desires  that  the  troops  which  were  drawn 
from  Generals  Samuel  Jones7  and  H.  Marshall's  commands  in  Western 
Virginia  should  be  returned  to  these  commands,  and  that  the  brigade 
of  General  Joe  [J.  R.]  Davis,  which  moved  a  short  time  since  from 
•Goldsborough,  N.  C.,  to  the  Blackwater  in  Virginia  should  be  returned 
to  Goldsborough.  You  will  please  issue  the  necessary  orders  in  these 
cases. 

Verv,  respectfully,  &c., 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S..  A., 

Richmond,  Va.7  March  o,  1863. 
His  Excellency  ZEBULON  B.  VANCE, 

Governor  of  North  Carolina,  Raleigh,  N.  C. : 

SIR  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  in  reference  to 
the  conduct  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  A.  Keith,  Sixty-fourth  North  Carolina 
Regiment,  and  have  directed  General  [D.  S.j  Donelson,  commanding 
at  Knoxville,  to  investigate  the  matter  and  report  the  facts  to  the 
Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )    HDQRS.  DEPT.  VIRGINIA  AND  N.  CAROLINA, 
No.  39.  |  Petersburg,  Va.,  March  5,  1863. 

******* 

II.  Jenkins'  brigade  is  relieved  from  further  duty  with  Major-General 
Pickett's  division  and  will  proceed  to  the  Blackwater  and  relieve  the 
brigade  of  Brig.  Gen.  R.  E.  Colston. 

III.  Brig.  Gen.  R.  E.  Colston,  with  his  brigade,  is  assigned  ternpora- 

*  See  p.  904. 
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rily  to  Major-General  Pickett's  division  and  will  report  accordingly  on 
being  relieved  by  General  [M.]  Jenkins. 

IV.  The  Fifty-fifth  North  Carolina  Troops  is  relieved  from  duty  with 
Colston's  brigade  and  is  temporarily  assigned  to  the  brigade  com 
manded  by  Brig.  Gen.  J.  R.  Davis. 

******* 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet : 

G.  MOXLEY  'SORREL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  March  [April]*  G,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

SIR  :  I  desire  to  cross  the  Blackwater  on  Saturday  for  the  purpose 
of  driving  the  enemy  into  his  intrenchments  at  Suffolk  while  we  draw 
out  the  supplies  of  subsistence  and  quartermaster's  stores  from  the 
counties  east  of  that  river.  If  the  Navy  Department  can  co-operate 
with  us  we  may  be  able  to  capture  Suffolk  and  its  garrison.  All  that 
I  desire  at  present  is  that  such  vessels  as  may  be  ready  pass  the  ob 
structions,  so  that  they  may  be  able  to  join  us  in  case  it  should  find 
a  favorable  opportunity  for  them.  I  believe  that  there  is  but  one  iron 
clad  of  the  enemy  in  the  James  River.  If  this  is  the  case  I  presume  that- 
we  could  with  our  vessels  and  batteries  on  the  river  bank  drive  the 
enemy  off,  cut  off  any  re-euforcemeuts,  and  possibly  capture  the  gar 
rison. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LOXGSTBEET, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  March  6,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  ARNOLD  ELZEY,  Richmond,  Va.: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  note  of 
the  5th  instant,  in  reference  to  the  proposed  movement  on  Suffolk. 
General  Longstreet  left  last  night  for  Goldsborough,  to  be  absent  a  few 
days.  Your  communication  will  be  forwarded  to  him  by  this  evening's 
mail. 

I  am.  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOXLEY  SORREL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS,  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  March  0,  1803. 

Maj.  Gen.  I).  II.  HILL, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Goldsborough,  N.  C. : 

GKNKRAL:  The  Whitworth  guns  are  all  we  have  to  depend  on  to  keep 
the  blockaders  at  such  a  distance  as  will  enable  the  steamers  to  run  th 
bloc 
5  miles 
and 
several  steamers  are  expected  to  arrive.     We  have  had  an  engagement 


hiocKauers  at  sucn  a  instance  as  win  ename  tne  steamers  10  run  mr 
ukude.  One  is  at  [Fort]  Caswell,  one  at  Fort  Fisher,  and  one  about 
illes  above  [Fort]  Fisher,  on  the  beach.  We  have  now  four  British 
[  one  Confederate  steamer  in  port  daily  expecting  to  leave,  and 


*  Misplaced. 
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with  the  enemy  over  each  one  of  these  vessels,  the  enemy's  sloops  of  war 
fiercely  attacking  the  forts  while  their  smaller  vessels  attempt  to  cut 
off  the  steamers.  This  has  happened  at  both  forts.  Without  the  dis 
position  alluded  to  at  Fort  Fisher  we  should  have  lost  the  Cornubia 
inevitably  three  days  ago.  She  had  been  thrice  chased  off  the  coast 
and  became  short  of  coal;  running  into  the  land  at  Masonborough  she 
communicated  with  Colonel  Lamb,  and  the  disposition  being  offered, 
boldly  made  for  the  bar,  a  fleet  of  five  vessels  firing  into  her.  She  had 
the  most  valuable  cargo  of  powder  and  arms  she  has  yet  brought.  Un 
der  these  circumstances,  unless  for  a  matter  of  greater  and  pressing  im 
portance,  I  should  not  like  to  take  the  responsibility  of  detaching  the 
gun  from  the  coast  defense.  What  is  this  expedition  of  which  you 
speak?  General  Long-street  wrote  me  something  about  it,  but  wanted 
me  to  send  off  half  iny  force  and  half  my  garrisons. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  C.  AVHITING, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

March  7,  1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina,  &c.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  recei\7ed  your  letters  of  the  4th  and  5th  instant. 
I  have  as  yet  seen  nothing  to  indicate  a  change  of  purpose  in  the  enemy 
to  attack  ^Charleston.  It'  Wilmington  is  their  object,  as  supposed  by 
General  Whiting,  it  will  be  disclosed  by  the  return  of  their  mailed  gun 
boats  and  army.  General  Beauregard  will  no  doubt  communicate  the 
withdrawal  of  the  enemy  from  his  department,  and  then,  as  soon  as  pos 
sible,  if  Wilmington  should  be  pointed  at,  our  troops  should  be  drawn 
to  that  point.  I  see  that  General  Foster  has  returned  to  New  Berne, 
but,  as  far  as  I*  can  learn,  without  his  troops.  I  supposed  this  might  be 
in  consequence  of  his  disagreement  with  General  Hunter,  and  that 
leaving  his  forces  with  the  latter  officer  was  an  additional  sign  that  the 
attack  on  Charleston  or  Savannah  was  not  abandoned.  General  Burn- 
side  was  reported  a  few  days  since  to  be  in  Washington  City.  As  far 
as  I  can  form  an  opinion  only  three  corps  have  been  sent  from  General 
Hooker's  army  to  Newport  News,  and  by  the  last  reports  they  were  still 
there  and  the  indications  showed  that  they  did  not  contemplate  an  im 
mediate  departure.  I  have  estimated  their  force  at  21,000.  All  of  our 
scouts  agree  (those  from  the  enemy's  line  as  well  as  those  on  the  Poto 
mac)  that  only  three  corps  have  left;  seven  remain.  They  also  report 
that  some  disaffected  regiments  have  been  sent  away  on  the  plea  of  pre 
venting  contagion.  These  latter  are  reported  to  have  gone  to  Wash 
ington  and  to  their  States  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting,  and  their  places 
to  have  been  supplied  by  other  regiments,  so  that  their  strength  is  equal 
to  what  it  was  before  the  battle.  Their  cavalry  force  has  been  greatly 
augmented  recently,  and  the  report  still  is  that  they  intend  to  advance 
by  this  route.  It  is  also  stated  that  the  corps  sent  to  Newport  News  is 
intended  for  Burnside  and  that  he  will  operate  in  North  Carolina. 
General  Hooker  has  his  headquarters  on  the  Potomac  Creek  near 
Brooke's  Station.  His  army  is  located  along  the  railroad  from  Fal- 
mouth  to  Aquia,  but  the  greater  part  near  Aquia.  There  are  no  signs 
of  further  embarkation  of  troops  or  collection  of  transports.  The  only 
steamers  descending  the  Potomac  are  those  apparently  conveying  sup- 
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plies,  towing  barges,  sail  vessels,  &c.,  on  which  troops  are  seen,  bat  not 
more  than  returning  absentees,  convalescents,  £c.,  would  justify. 
Where  the  large  force  said  to  be  landing  at  New  Berne  comes  from  I 
cannot  conceive.  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  get  accurate  information 
and  put  yourself  in  communication  with  General  Beaurcgard,  so  as  to 
be  prepared  for  all  emergencies.  You  had  better  keep  yourself  advised 
of  the  movements  of  the  force  at  Newport  News. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  March  7,  1363. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  II.  C.  WHITING, 

Commanding,  Wilmington,  N.  C. : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  23d  and  28th  ultimo, 
stating  the  need  for  additional  guns  at  Wilmington.  Colonel  Ehett, 
inspector  of  ordnance,  reports,  under  date  of  the  2d  instant,  that  uone 
10-inch  gun  will  probably  leave  Eiehmond  to-day  for  Wilmington.  On 
Friday  or  Saturday  a  4.02-inch  rifled  gun  will  be  ready  for  that  point, 
and  early  next  wreek  another,  and  probably  a  10-inch  also  on  Monday. 
A  30-pounder  will  be  ready,  1  hope,  on  Tuesday  next."  Every  exertion 
shall  be  made,  as  far  as  the  resources  of  the  Ordnance  Bureau  will  allow, 
to  meet  the  calls  for  guns  necessary  for  the  defense  of  Wilmington.  I 
still  believe  the  leading  point  of  attack  designed  by  the  enemy  is  Charles 
ton  ;  but  they  may  recoil  from  that  and  make  the  attack  you  apprehend. 
All  preparation  therefore  possible  should  certainly  be  made  for  such  a 
contingency. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 

Raleigh,  N.  C.,  March  7,  1803. 
Hon.  S.  E.  MALLORY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  : 

SIR  :  Y^ou  can  have  the  iron  requested  by  your  letter  of  the  13th 
ultimo,  to  be  replaced,  if  you  will  permit  it  to  be  exchanged  for  the  old 
iron  on  the  different  roads  of  the  State.  They  are  rapidly  running 
down  and  are  applying  for  the  same  iron.  I  suppose  their  worn-out 
rails  would  answer  the  same  purpose  for  rolling. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  BRIGADE, 

'March  7,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Comdg.  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Goldsborough,  JV.  C. : 

GENERAL:  I  regret  that  your  courier  should  have  missed  those  sta 
tioned  between  this  point  and  Goldsborough,  thus  rendering  it  necessary 
for  him  to  come  all  the  w^ay  through.     He  came  a  different  road  from 
the  one  usually  traveled.     I  have  directed  him  which  way  to  go  in  the 
I 
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morning  and  hope  no  mistake  will  occur  in  future.  Your  dispatches 
were  received  and  your  orders  will  be  carried  out.  I  have  one  of  niy 
best  squadrons  (Captain  Harris')  on  picket  between  Jacksonville  and 
White  Oak.  Considering  the  present  position  of  the  enemy's  main  cav 
alry  force  (being  in  the  vicinity  of  Deep  Gully),  and  the  fact  that  the 
bridge  over  New  River  was  burnt  by  Colonel  Baker,  would  it  not  be  ad 
visable  to  withdraw  Captain  Harris  1  Unless  you  object,  I  shall  do  so, 
as  I  am  much  in  need  of  more  cavalry  and  desire  to  send  an  additional 
force  to  the  neighborhood  of  Kinston. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  ROBERTSON, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  March  7,  1863. 
General  S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond  : 

GENERAL  :  I  request  you  to  define  the  limits  and  responsibility  of 
this  command.  No  difficulty  but  some  little  confusion  now  obtains  in 
the  staff  departments  from  misapprehension. 

When  I  was  assigned  to  duty  here  I  was  directed  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  report  to  the  War  Department,  through  the  commanding  gen 
eral,  then  Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith,  now  Lieutenaut-General  Longstreet. 
This  was  constituted  a  separate  district — in  no  sense  considered  a  part 
of  the  department  command  of  North  Carolina. 

In  many  respects,  the  nature  of  the  command  being  considered — its 
object  the  special  defense  of  a  very  important  place  and  post,  and  the 
necessity  which  exists  for  direct  communication  between  the  officer  in 
command  here  and  the  Department — I  think  it  best  that  the  arrangement 
heretofore  existing  should  be  maintained  and  that  I  should  be  directed 
to  consider  myself  under  the  command  of  the  lieutenant-general  com 
manding  and  report  direct  to  him. 

I  do  not,  however,  wish  to  be  understood  as  making  any  question  or 
objection  to  any  arrangement  which  may  be  considered  best.  I  simply 
desire  to  have  the  command  defined  one  way  or  another,  expressing  at 
the  same  time  my  opinion  that  it  is  best  here  to  have  communication 
as  direct  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Respectfully  forwarded  through  Lieuteuant-General  Lougstreet,  com 
manding. 

[Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS,  March  12, 1863. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

If  any  change  has  been  made  I  am  not  aware  of  it.  I  hope  that  the 
matter  may  be  settled  as  early  as  possible. 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 
58  R  R — YOL  XVIII 
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RICHMOND,  VA.,  March  9,  1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET,  Petersburg,  Va.  : 

GENERAL:  It  is  highly  important  to  know  the  strength,  organization, 
and  position  of  the  forces  under  your  command,  and  you  are  desired  to 
give  this  information  with  the  least  delay  practicable,  extending  your 
report  so  as  to  embrace  the  forces  on  the  line  of  North  Carolina,  Wil 
mington  included. 

Very  respectfully,  &c, 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  March  9,  1803. 

General  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding,  &c.: 

GENERAL:  I  am  instructed  by  the  commanding-general  to  direct  that 
you  order  one  of  the  regiments  of  cavalry  now  serving  on  the  Blackwater 
down  to  Greenville,  N.  C.,  to  operate  with  a  brigade  of  infantry  to  be 
sent  to  Tarborough  in  covering  and  protecting  foraging  expeditions. 
The  regiment  should  start  with  at  least  three  days'  rations,  and  on  its 
reaching  Greenville  the  commander  will  notify  General  Hill,  at  Golds- 
borough,  by  telegraph,  of  the  arrival  of  his  command.  The  commanding 
general  desires  it  to  move  with  promptness  and  dispatch. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOXLEY  SORREL, 

Assistant  Adjiitant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Kinston,  jV.  C.,  March  9,  1803. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Commanding  at  Goldxborough,  N.  C. : 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  communications*  from  Captain 
Whitford.  Major  Nethercutt  desires  me  to  say  that  he  ascertained 
that  the  works  at  Shepherdsville  or  Newport  can  be  turned  on  the  left, 
through  a  bad  road  of  swamp  land  for  4  or  5  miles  ;  on  the  right,  can 
not  be  turned  except  by  going  around  by  Carolina  City  and  crossing 
Newport  River  at  railroad  bridge.  The  enemy  have  pickets  there  and 
there  is  a  block-hfcuse.  Persons  traveling  the  Sound  road  can  be  seen 
from  the  Sound  in  passing  from  Swansborough  to  Carolina  City.  The 
Sound  road  comes  into  the  road  that  leads  from  Smith's  Mill  to  Carolina 
City  immediately  above  Broad  Creek;  Fifty-first  Massachusetts  Regi 
ment  and  five  companies  of  cavalry  are  on  duty  at  Shepherdsville. 

William  F.  Bell,  called  the  3d  (now  at  'Warsaw,  a  refugee),  can  give 
you  more  reliable  information  of  that  country  than  any  one  else.  The 
latest  information  of  the  enemy  I  forwarded  you  by  telegraph.  The 
negro  alluded  to  in  one  of  the  telegrams  is  here  a  prisoner.  He  is  intel 
ligent,  and  his  story  as  to  their  numbers  is  corroborated  by  the  rumors 
Majors  Nethercutt  and  McNeill  had  from  citizens.  There  is  no  enemy. 


Not  found. 
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1  think,  between  here  and  12  or  15  miles  of  New  Berne.  Scouts  were 
sent  out  yesterday  but  have  not  yet  been  heard  from.  My  pickets  are 
where  they  were  when  you  were  here.  They  were  ordered  there  yester 
day  at  1  o'clock.  Heard  from  Colonel  Lewis  this  morning.  He  makes  no 
report  of  the  enemy.  I  am  trying  to  get  information  from  New  Berne. 
Will  certainly  keep  you  advised  of  everything  I  can  hear  of  importance. 
The  telegram  sent  you  last  night  about  the  enemy  at  White  Oak  Eiver 
was  to  General  Robertson,  from  one  of  his  captains,  on  picket  on  the 
opposite  side.  Maj.  f  J.  H.]  McNeill  says  he  is  reliable.  The  informa 
tion  was  that  from  the  noise  he  thought  they  were  building  a  bridge 
there.  The  country  Avas  such  that  they  could  not  see  the  enemy.  I 
will  open  communication  from  there  to  General  E.  and  will  telegraph 
you  anything  that  is  important. 
Yery  respectfully,  &c., 

JUNIUS  DANIEL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Abstract  from  Field  Eeturn  of  Pickelt's  division,  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Caro 
lina,  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  G.E.  Pickett,  March  9,  1863. 

NEAR  PETERSBURG,  VA. 


Troops. 

Present  for  duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Infantry. 

Artillery. 

72 

1 

Officers. 

1 

Garnet  t'  8  brigade  

117 
137 
115 

90 

1,440 
1,590 
1,459 
934 

1,851 
2,150 
1,886 
1,229 
312 

3,079 
3,492 
3,  310 
2,004 
434 

Armistead's  brigade  

Kempor's  brigade 

Corse's  brigade  

""is 

"274 

Grand  total  

459 

5,423 

13 

274 

7,428 

12,  319 

Abstract  from  Field  Return  of  Hood's  Division,  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Caro 
lina,  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  John  1L  Hood,  March  9,  1863. 
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Artillery. 
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1  404 

1  902 

3  030 

131 

1  650 

2  204 

3,  529 

Anderson's  brigade           

123 
96 

1,734 
]  413 

2,  246 
1,726 

3,  420 
2,408 

Artillery  battalion                   ..            

1? 

292 

342 

393 

Grand  total                            

460 

6,201 

12 

292 

8,420 

12,  780 
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Abstract  from  Field  Return  of  Troops- commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  French)  March  10, 1863. 

PETERSBURG,  VA. 


Troops. 
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Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 
1 

328 

40 
8 
4 
4 
4 
4 
1 
7 
16 

5,217 
618 
146 
79 
76 
63 
103 
23 
125 
191 

6,  422 
694 
166 
94 
87 
70 
114 
27 
137 
2-22 

8,188 
874 
180 
99 
100 
98 
124 
28 
145 
308 

416 

6,641 

8,033 

10,  144 

Abstract  from  Field  Eeturn  of  Troops  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  Z>.  17.  Hill,  MarchlO,  1863. 

GOLDSBOROUGH,  IT.  C. 


Troopa. 

Present    for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

B 

8 

G 
<s 

% 

Garnews  brigade  (see  Department  return]......  ...................... 

153 

226 
90 
13 
46 
26 
36 

2,947 
3,760 
1,557 
335 
823 
814 
557 

3,399 
4,517 
1,899 
380 
1,014 
955 
•729 

4,158 
5,791 
2,146 
447 
1,141 
1,242 
806 

Daniel's  brigade  

Reserve  artillery                           .  .  .... 

Hamilton,  N.  C  

Weldon  N.  C 

Post  of  Goldsborough  N.  C      

Grand  total 

590 

10,  793 

12,  893 

15,  731 

Abstract  from  Eeturn  of  the  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  commanded  by 
Lieut.  Gen.  James  Longstreet,  C.  S.  Army,  for  March  10,  1863. 
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Maior-Goneral  Elzey's  command 

277 
472 
472 
416 
590 
434 
2 

4,825 
5,  697 
6,494 
6,  fi41 
10,  793 
6,949 
131 

6,  156 

7,428 
8,  420 
8,033 
12,  898 
8,478 
141 

7,668 
12,319 
12,  780 
10,  144 
15,731 
10,  626 
174 

Pickett's  division        ..                       

Major-General  French's  command                                                        -  ... 

Major-General  Hill's  command  

liri^adier-G^neral  Whiting's  command 

Lane's  (North  Carolina)  battery  ..  

Grand  total  

2,663 

41,  530 

51,  549 

69,  442 
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Troops  in  the  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  commanded  by 
Lieut.  Gen.  James  Longstreet,  for  March  10, 1803. 

MAJ.  GEN.  A.  ELZEY'S  COMMAND. 
(Headquarters  Richmond,  Va.) 


Col.  T.  S.  Rhett's  command. 
Col.  Jack  Brown's  command. 


Col.  T.  J.  Page,  Chaffin's  Bluff. 
Captain  Lee,  Drewry's  Bluff. 
Wise's  Brigade. 


MAJ.  GEN.  s.  G.  FRENCH'S  COMMAND. 
(Headquarters,  Petersburg,  Va.) 


Brigadier-General  Colston's  command. 
'29th  Virginia  Regiment. 
Detached  cavalry. 
Confederate  Guard. 
Hargrove  Blues. 


Moseley's  artillery  battalion. 
Bradford's  battery. 
Sturdivant's  battery. 
Camp  of  paroled  prisoners. 
Signal  Corps. 


MAJ.    GEN.    D.    H.    HILL'S   COMMAND. 

(Headquarters  Goldsborough,  N.  C.) 


Daniel's  brigade. 
Pettigrew's  brigade. 
Robertson's  cavalry  brigade. 
Reserve  artillery. 


Troops  at  Goldsborough,  N.  C. 
Troops  at  Hamilton,  N.  C. 
Troops  at  Woldon,  N.  C. 


BRIG.    GEN.    W.    H.    C.    WHITING'S   COMMAND. 

(Headquarters  Wilmington,  N.  C.) 


Evans'  brigade. 

Ransom's  brigade. 

Company  F,  Tenth  North  Carolina  Troops. 

Company  B,  Sixty-first  North  Carolina 

Troops. 
CaptaimBuie's  company,  North  Carolina 

Troops. 

Captain  Moore's  cavalry. 
Captain  Newkirk's  cavalry. 
Captain  Smith's  cavalry. 
3d    Battalion  North  Carolina  Artillery. 
10th  Battalidn  North  Carolina  Artillery. 
Clark  Artillery  (heavy). 
Captain  Adams'  light  battery. 


Capt.  [R.]  Boyce's  (South  Carolina)  light 

battery. 

Capt.  [J.  R.J  Branch's  light  battery. 
Captain  Paris'  light  battery. 
Fort  Caswell  (six  companies). 
Fort  Fisher  (nine  companies). 
Fort  French  (one  company). 
Fort  Johnson  (two  companies). 
Fort  Saint  Philip  (four  companies). 
Light-House  Battery  (one  company). 
Bridge  guard  (Weldon  and  Wilmington 

Railroad). 
Signal  Corps. 


MAJ.    GEN.   J.    B.    HOOD'S  DIVISION. 

(In  camp  near  Richmond,  Va.) 


Anderson's  brigade. 
Law's  brigade. 
Robertson's  brigade. 
Toombs'  brigade. 


Arrnistead's  brigade. 
Corse's  brigade. 
Garnett's  brigade. 


[W.    K.]    Bachman's    (South  Carolina) 

battery. 

[H.  R.I  Garden's  battery. 
[James]  Reilly's  battery. 


MAJ.   GEN.    G.   E.   PICKETT'S  DIVISION. 

.  (In  camp  near  Petersburg,  Va.) 

Jenkins'  brigade. 
Kemper's  brigade. 

UNATTACHED. 

Captain  Lane's  battery. 


NOTE  ON  ORIGINAL. — Since  the  date  of  this  report  Jenkins'  brigade  of  Pickett's  di 
vision  has  been  ordered  on  the  Blackwater  and  Colston's  brigade  assigned  to  Pickett's 
division. 
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TARBOROUGH,  N.  0.,  March  10,  1863 — 11  a.  in. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL,  Goldsborough,  N.  C.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  was  ordered  to  report  to  you  for  orders  by  telegraph  on 
my  arrival  at  this  place,  but  there  is  no  office  nearer  than  Rocky  Mount. 
I  left  Petersburg  yesterday  evening  with  800  men  5  the  rest  of  my  bri 
gade,  some  GOO  men,  were  to  follow  this  morning.  I  was  told  the  quar 
termaster  of  General  Longstreet's  corps  would  make  arrangements  for 
the  transportation  of  my  troops,  which  was  not  done,  so  that  I  have 
been  able  to  bring  with  me  only  160.  I  do  not  think  my  command  will 
get  here  till  to-morrow  night,  if  then.  I  have  left  all  my  baggage  at 
Petersburg  except  cooking  utensils.  Had  I  better  send  for  all  my 
camp  and  garrison  equipage  9  I  hope  to  receive  your  instructions  very 
soon. 

E.  B.  GAENETT, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg,  Va.,  March  12,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  ARNOLD  ELZEY, 

Commanding,  Richmond,  Va. : 

GENERAL:  Your  letter 'of  — ,  expressing  the  views  of  the  honor 
able  Secretary  of  War  with  regard  to  a  movement  against  Suffolk,  is 
received.*  Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  explain  to  the  honorable  Sec 
retary  that  I  do  not  think  that  it  would  be  a  prudent  move,  while  the 
enemy  holds  twenty-odd  thousand  men  at  Newport  News,  within  a,  few 
hours'  sail  of  the  city  of  Eichmond?  To  give  the  move  the  probability 
of  success  a  large  force  should  move,  and  to  move  a  large  force  would 
leave  Eichmond  in  the  power  of  the  enemy  should  he  be  quick  enough 
to  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity.  I  am  erecting  some  works  on  the 
James  Eiver  below  this  with  a  view  to  keep  back  transports.  When 
they  are  completed  I  desire  to  operate  with  my  forces  ;  but  in  order 
that  I  may  have  reasonable  hopes  of  success  I  should  have  cavalry. 
The  difficulty  that  I  shall  have  to  contend  against  with  regard  to  cav 
alry  I  have  already  explained  in  a  previous  letter  to  the  War  Depart 
ment.  A  move  against  Suffolk,  properly  aided  by  cavalry,  might  be 
very  successful  and  complete,  but  without  this  aid  would  be  but  a  par 
tial  success,  which  would  hardly  pay  for  the  movement  of  the  troops. 
1  do  not  consider  it  prudent  under  any  circumstances  to  explain  fully 
my  plans,  for  the  reason  that  if  no  one  knows  them  but  myself  the  en 
emy  will  surely  not  hear  of  them.  If  they  are  made  known  to  any  one 
but  myself  that  person  might  in  his  sleep  speak  of  them  and  they  might 
reach  the  enemy. 

I  am,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg,  Va.,  March  12,  1863. 
General  S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  directing  that  the  troops  from  Western  Vir 
ginia  be  returned  to  their  proper  commands  and  that  General  Davis7 

*  See  p.  871. 
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brigade  be  sent  to  Goldsborough  is  received.  Please  designate  what 
troops  are  here  from  Western  Virginia,  as  I. have  no  record  to  show  it. 
I  had  ordered  General  Garnett's  brigade  to  North  Carolina  before  your 
letter  was  received,  and  hope  that  this  may  supersede  the  necessity  of 
the  move  of  Davis'  brigade.  General  Davis  is  on  the  Blackwater  and 
occupies  one  of  the  most  important  positions  in  the  department.  He  is 
familiar  with  the  country  where  he  is  and  if  taken  from  there  a  brigade 
would  be  sent  there  which  would  be  placing  them  and  General  Davis 
in  positions  which  are  strange  to  all  parties.  Another  reason  for  send 
ing  Garnett's  brigade  was  that  it  was  thought  that  it  might  have  a  good 
effect  to  send  some  Virginia  troops  to  that  State.  If  it  is  necessary  to 
move  General  Davis7  brigade,  however,  it  will  be  done  with  pleasure. 
I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


NAVY  DEPARTMENT,  0.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  March  13,  1863. 
Maj,  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL,  C.  S.  A., 

Headquarters,  Goldsborough,  N.,  C.  : 

DEAR,  SIR  :  Having  directed  Flag-Officer  Lynch  to  invoke  your  aid 
to  procure  iron  in  North  Carolina  for  the  completion  of  gunboats,  I  beg 
leave  to  say  that  the  water  defenses  of  Wilmington  would,  I  think,  be 
regarded  with  satisfaction  if  the  two  iron-clad  sloops  under  his  charge 
there  were  completed.  Covered  with  4  inches  of  iron,  placed  at  an  angle 
of  3G°,  and  mounting  each  four  heavy  guns  they  would  be  floating  forts 
of  the  most  formidable  character.  We  have  obtained  from  Georgia  and 
South  Carolina  sufficient  iron  for  one  of  these  vessels. 

The  demands  for  armor  for  vessels  under  construction  in  those  States 
preclude  us  from  obtaining  more  iron  there  at  present,  and  unless  we 
can  get  supplies  from  North  Carolina  for  the  rolling-mill  at  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  we  shall  be  unable  to  complete  the  second  vessel  at  present. 

We  can  construct  boats  for  Albemarle  and  Pamlico  Sounds,  which, 
in  my  judgment,  will  expel  or  destroy  the  enemy  if  we  can  obtain  the 
iron  to  plate  them. 

Ten  or  12  miles  of  railroad  iron  wrill  meet  these  immediate  wants  and 
in  taking  it  rails  unfit  for  service  on  the  roads  could  be  selected.  Iron 
thus  taken  from  the  roads  of  North  Carolina  would  be  rolled  into  plates 
at  Kichrnond  or  Atlanta  and  returned  for  the  defenses  of  that  State. 

May  I  therefore  ask  you  to  aid  Flag-Officer  Lynch  in  this  important 
service  ? 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLOEY, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

DISTRICT  HEADQUARTERS, 

Richmond,  Va.,  March  14,  1863. 
Lieutenant-Geueral  LONGSTREET,  Commanding  : 

GENERAL  :  I  explained  your  views  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  showed 
him  your  letter.     He  said  you  were  perfectly  right,  and  he  approves 
your  course.     General  Lee  reached  here  yesterday.    No  other  news. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

AENOLD  ELZEY, 

Major-  General. 
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BRIGADE  HEADQUARTERS, 
Chaffin's  Farm,  Va,,  March  14,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  ARNOLD  KLZEY, 

Commanding,.  &c.,  Richmond,  Va.: 

GENERAL  :  I  respectfully  beg  to  submit  the  following  tabular  state 
ment  of  this  command,  in  accordance  with  the  circular  from  the  Ad 
jutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  March  10,  1803  : 

The  Fourth  Virginia  Heavy  Artillery,  Col.  J.  Thomas  Goode ; 
Twenty-sixth  Virginia  Infantry,  Col.  P.  E.  Page ;  Forty-sixth  Virginia 
Infantry,  Col.  E.  T.  W.  Duke;  Fifty-ninth  Virginia  Infantry,  Col.  W. 
B.  Tabb;  cavalry,  Ilolcombe  Legion  (four  companies),  Col.  W.  P. 
Shingler  ;  Thirty-second  Battalion  Virginia  Cavalry,  Maj.  J.  E.  Eobert- 
son  ;  Company  fa,  Tenth  Virginia  Cavalry,  Capt.  L.  J.  Hawley  ;  Com 
pany  A,  Light  Artillery  Battalion,  Capt.  A.  D.  Armistead ;  Company 
B,  Light  Artillery  Battalion,  Capt.  D.  A.  French — battallion  com 
manded  by  Maj.  A.  W.  Stark. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENEY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS,  March  15,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  II.  C.  WHITING, 

Commanding j  [Wilmington],  N.  C. : 

GENERAL:  Your  letter  of  the  4th  instant  was  received  on  my  return 
to  this  place.  You  will  need  more  troops  for  the  defense  of  Wilmington 
when  there  is  a  probability  of  attack  there,  but  I  do  not  agree  with  you 
in  your  desire  to  mass  troops  there  in  order  to  have  them  for  the  attack. 
On  the  contrary,  I  think  that  every  soldier  should  be  kept  busy.  If 
the  troops  at  Wilmington  are  not  constantly  employed  there  they  should 
be  in  the  field,  annoying  the  enemy  whenever  and  wherever  it  may  be 
done.  They  should  not,  however,  oe  so  far  removed  from  Wilmington 
as  to  be  out  of  supporting  distance  should  they  be  needed  there.  I 
should  think  that  a,  brigade  was  quite  enough  for  sudden  emergencies, 
particularly  in  case  those  used  in  the  field  are  placed  between  you  and 
the  enemy.  If  we  hold  isolated  positions  by  detachments  the  enemy 
will  at  his  pleasure  move  upon  the  different  points  and  take  them  in 
detail. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg,  Va.,  March  15,  18G3. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL,  Goldsborough,  N.  C. : 

GENERAL  :  If  your  observation  upon  your  expedition  leads  you  to 
suppose  that  any  important  results  may  obtain  by  a  stronger  expedition 
agains^  New  Berne  advise  me  at  once,  and  I  will  endeavor  to  assist  you 
in  making  more  complete  arrangements.  I  can  spare  the  Whitworth 
that  I  have  here  as  soon  as  I  can  get  "Long  Tom"  and  "Charlie,"  as 
they  are  called,  in  my  battery  at  Fort  Powhatan.  I  have  established  a 
battery  at  Fort  Powhatan  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  transports 
should  they  attempt  to  pass  up  James  Eiver.  If  the  reduction  of  New 
Berne  is  practicable  in  field  operations,  I  submit  the  following  as  my 
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plan,  and  the  only  one  that  I  can  see,  viz  :  Have  three  brigades,  with 
one  Whitworth,  down  on  the  south  side  of  the  Neuse ;  one  of  Whiting's 
brigades  and  one  Whitworth  up  to  join  you  near  New  Berne,  and  one 
brigade  down  on  the  north  side  of  the  Neuse,  with  the  Whitworth  that 
I  have  here.  If  we  can  drop  a  ball  into  the  fort  every  minute  from  these 
directions  the  troops  may  become  frightened  and  surrender.  If  the 
matter  is  practicable,  I  will  either  join  you  myself  or,  remaining  here, 
will  make  a  strong  diversion  against  Suffolk.  1  shall  start  for  the  Black- 
water  on  the  day  after  to-morrow  and  expect  to  be  absent  six  days.  If 
you  wish  to  telegraph  me,  do  so  at  Franklin ;  that  is,  if  you  wish  to 
do  so  in  the  next  four  days. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant,  . 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
N.  B. — This  must  not  go  beyond  yourself. 


HDQRS.  FORCES  NEAR  DREWRY'S  BLUFF,  VA., 

March  15,  1863. 
Maj.  T.  O.  CIIESTNEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Richmond,  Va. : 

MAJOR  :  In  compliance  with  orders  received  from  Major-General  El- 
zey's  headquarters,  I  respectfully  submit  to  you  the  following  tabular 
report  of  my  command,  viz : 

Maj.  B.  H.  Gee,  commanding  Fifty-ninth  Georgia  Infantry  Regiment; 
Capt.  W.  A.  Graham,*  commanding  Second  Squadron,  Second  North 
Carolina  Cavalry. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JACK  BROWN, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


SWIFT  CREEK,  March  15,  [1863]— 9  p.  m. 
General  D.  H.  HILL  : 

A  scout  from  Street's  Ferry,  sent  down  for  the  purpose,  reports  that 
there  is  no  doubt  of  the  landing  of  a  large  force,  and  from  the  noise  he 
thinks  they  are  fixing  a  pontoon  over  the  Neuse  to  bring  their  infantry 
over.  Captain  Whitfcrd  is  convinced  that  we  shall  have  it  to-morrow. 
It  seeins  so  to  me.  Send  me  a  regiment  of  cavalry  immediately  and 
come  yourself.  My  danger  is  on  my  right  flank  and  rear;  by  marching 
from  Greenville  you  can  protect  both.  Bring  your  provisions  and  am 
munition.  Send  them  soon,  directly  to  Kinston.  I  have  no  cpuriers. 

J.  J.  PETTIGREW, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

March  16,  1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Petersburg,  Va. : 

GENERAL:  As  far  as  can  be  ascertained  from  iny  own  observation, 
from  the  reports  from  our  scouts  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Rappahan- 
npck,  and  from  w^iat  the  citizens  say,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  none  of 

*  Since  ordered  to  Petersburg. 
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tlie  army  of  General  Hooker  have  left  the  vicinity  of  Aquia,  except 
the  corps  of  General  Smith,  which  went  to  Newport  News.  It  is  also 
reported  that  it  is  General  Hooker's  intention  to  cross  the  river  and  ad 
vance  as  soon  as  the  state  of  the  roads  will  permit,  and  that  in  fact  he 
has  issued  repeated  orders  to  that  effect.  I  am  not  fully  informed  as  to 
their  apparent  intentions,  strength,  &c.,  on  the  south  side  of  the  James 
Eiver,  but  we  should  be  prepared  to  concentrate  to  meet  him  wherever 
he  should  advance  in  force.  From  present  indications  it  is  fair  to  pre 
sume  that  we  shall  be  called  upon  to  engage  him  first  on  the  Eappa- 
hannoek,  and  T  desire  you  to  be  prepared  for  this  movement,  and  make 
endeavors  to  keep  yourself  advised  of  the  disposition  and  preparations 
of  the  enemy  on  our  front  for  moving  the  troops  recently  detached  from 
the  First  Corps,  or  such  of  them  or  others  as  may  be  necessary  in  that 
direction.  As  our  numbers  will  not  admit  of  our  meeting  him  on  equality 
everywhere  we  must  endeavor,  by  judicious  dispositions,  to  be  enabled 
to  make  our  troops  available  in  any  quarter  where  they  may  be  needed, 
after  the  emergency  passes  in  one  place  to  transfer  them  to  any  other 
point  that  may  be  threatened.  Please  let  me  hear  from  you  on  this 
subject. 

E.  E.  LEE. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  N.  <?.,  March  16,  1863. 
General  S,  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Va.  : 
GENERAL:  I  send  you  to-day  a  tabular  statement  of  my  command, 
as  required  by  the  letter  of  Maj'.  [S.  W.]  Melton,  of  the  10th  instant.  T 
call  your  attention  to  the  following  list  of  unattached  companies  of 
heavy  artillery  :  Captain  McBryde's  company,  92  strong,  Fort  Caswell ; 
Capt.  W.  A.  Holland's  company,  54  strong,  Fort  Johnson;  Capts.  A. 
McKae's  company,  143  strong,  and  George  Tait's  company,  84  strong, 
Fort  Fisher;  Capt.  Calvin  Barnes'  company,  61  strong,  Fort  Saint 
Philip ;  Capts.  D.  M.  Beuie's  company,  78  strong,  E.  G.  Eankin's  com 
pany,  116  strong,  city  garrison;  W.  B.  Lewis.  Company  A,  86  strong, 
H.  M.  Barnes,  Company  B,  90  strong,  and  C.  [M.]  T.  McCauley,  Com 
pany  C,  94  strong.  Total,  898.  The  last  three  constitute  the  Tenth 
North  Carolina  Battalion,  and  under  the  command  of  Maj.  W.«L.  Young. 
These  companies  are  in  service  for  three  years  or  the  war;  are  well 
drilled  and  armed.  They  are  heavy  artillery,  and  have  been  raised  in 
the  district  for  the  defense  of  the  Cape  Fear  and  Wilmington.  I  think 
it  will  be  better  on  all  accounts  and  that  the  efficiency  of  these  troops 
will  be  promoted  by  organizing  them  into  a  regiment.  Should  a  move 
from  here  become  necessary  this  will  have  to  be  done.  I  propose  that 
the  ten  companies  as  they  stand  in  order  of  the  rank  of  captains  shall 
be  constituted  or  accepted  as  a  regiment  of  Confederate  troops ;  and  as 
they  are  already  in  service  I  recommend  for  appointment  the  following 
field  officers :'  To  be  colonel,  Eobert  Tansill,  captain,  C.  S.  Army  ;  to  be 
lieutenant-colonel,  John  J.  Hedrick,  major  battalion  of  artillery,  C.  S. 
Army,  and  to  be  major,  W.  L.  Young,  major  battalion  of  artillery,  C. 
S.  Army.  Capt.  [Eobert]  Tansill,  C.  S.  Ariny  (Eegular  Army),  formerly 
an  officer  of  Marines  and  late  colonel  First  [Second]  Virginia  Artillery, 
is  a  Virginian,  is  now  acting  inspector-general,  and  has  been  frequently 
recommended  for  promotion.  His  knowledge  of  the  profession  is 
thorough  and  extensive.  I  know  no  officer  whom  I  should  prefer  to 
command  a  regiment.  Maj.  John  J.  Hedrick  is  from  this  town  and 
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State,  and  is  a  most  active  and  indefatigable  officer.  He  is  now  in  com 
mand  of  Fort  Saint  Philip.  The  works  he  has  constructed  both  there 
and  at  Fort  Fisher  entitle  him  to  great  credit.  He  is  an  artillery  officer 
of  rare  promise  and  an  excellent  disciplinarian.  Major  Young  is  also 
from  this  State,  and  commands  a  battalion  of  three  companies.  He  is 
a  young  officer  of  great  energy,  and  has  displayed  great  zeal  in  the  de-' 
fense  of  this  place.  These  officers  -are  all  on  duty  here  and  with  the 
troops  it  is  proposed  they  shall  command.  If  you  approve  of  this  sug 
gestion  please  to  let  me  know  and  lay  this  matter  before  the  President 
for  his  action. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS,  March  17,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL,  Goldsborough,  N.  C.  : 

GENERAL  :  Your  telegram  of  report  of  the  scout  Harrison  is  received. 
If  it  is  confirmed  you  had  better  move  Garnettfs  brigade  near  enough 
to  you  to  be  in  easy  supporting  distance  and  keep  me  advised,  that  I 
may  send  you  other  re-enforcements.  'I  shall  hold  three  other  brigades 
ready  for  you.  Meantime  get  all  the  provisions  together  that  you  can 
and  have  your  supply  of  ammunition  well  looked  to.  If  you  do  not  get 
satisfactory  information  otherwise  put  your  cavalry  together  and  send 
it  with  a  battery  toward  the  enemy's  rear  and  learn  what  the  enemy  is 
going  to  do.. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 


HEADCIUARTERS,  March  17,  18G3. 
General  M.  JENKINS,  Franklin,  N.  C.  : 

GENERAL  :  General  IX  II.  Hill  telegraphs  the  arrival  of  re-enforce 
ments  at  New  Berne.  Those  at  Suffolk  are  probably  intended  for  New 
Berne. 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 
Lieutenant-  Genera  I,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS,  March  17,  18G3. 
General  E.  E.  LEE, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Fredericksburg,  Va.: 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  the  16th  is  just  received.  I  have  Hood's 
division  on  the  railroad  ready  for  a  move  in  any  direction,  and  have 
kept  him  there  with  the  view  to  some  such  emergency  as  indicated  in 
your  letter.  The  order  for  the  return  of  the  troops  from  Western  Vir 
ginia  to  their  old  positions  and  some  movements  that  I  thought  best  to 
make  in  order  to  draw  the  enemy  out  into  some  development  of  his 
plans  have  made  it  necessary  to  detach  some  of  General  Pickett's 
division.  I  shall  be  ready  to  join  you  with  Hood's  division  at  any  mo 
ment  unless  there  is  a  flue  opportunity  to  strike  a  decided  blow  here, 
in  which  case  I  think  I  had  better  act  promptly  and  trust  to  your  being 
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able  to  hold  the  force  in  your  front  in  check  until  I  can  join  you.  The 
force  at  Newport  News  is  reported  to-day  as  moving  to  re-enforce  Suf 
folk.  I  fear  that  the  real  object  is  to  join  Foster  at  New  Berne.  If  this 
is  the  intention  I  shall  be  obliged  to  move  all  of  Pickett's  division  down 
to  Goldsborough.  I  have  tolerably  accurate  information  of  this  force 
and  put  it  down  at  20,000  full,  but  its  condition  is  such  that  I  do  not 
regard  it  as  certain  to  succeed  in  any  desperate  undertaking.  The  pris 
oners  taken  at  Arkansas  Post  are  expected  here  to-day.  If  they  arrive 
they  will  be  organized  and  armed  at  once,  and  will  help  us  along  wonder 
fully.  1  am  about  to  start  out  for  the  Blackwater,  and  will  write  to  you 
more  fully  on  my  return. 

I  am,  general,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
j  JV".  <7.,  March  17,  1363. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Commanding  at  Goldsborough,  N.  C.  : 

GENERAL  :  Therewith  inclose  dispatches*  from  Generals  Garnett  and 
Petti  grew  ;  they  came  directed  to  you ;  I  opened  them  for  the  purpose 
of  gaining  information  of  the  enemy's  movements.  I  have  not  heard 
from  General  Pettigrew  since  I  saw  you.  I  think,  however,  that  he  is 
not  in  any  immediate  danger,  or  I  should  have  heard  from  him  or  Cap 
tain  Whitford.  I  have  sent  a  courier  to  Captain  Whitford  to  find  out 
the  state  of  affairs  there  and  will  let  you  know  as  soon  as  I  hear.  Gen 
eral  Eobertson  I  have  not  yet  heard  from.  Mr.  J.  C.  Washington  has  a 
contract  with  the  Confederate  Government  for  the  delivery  of  a  large 
amount  of  iron,  and  he  has  a  lot  of  corn  here  to  enable  him  to  feed  his 
operatives.  He  has  offered  to  exchange  this  corn  for  the  same  quantity 
in  the  vicinity  of  Tarborough.  and  as  it  is  more  abundant  there  than 
here  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  make  the  exchange.  Will  I  be  allowed 
to  make  the  exchange  !  The  quartermaster  there  could  give  him  the 
quantity  that  he  turns  over  to  the  quartermaster  at  this  post.  I  have 
received  no  report  this  morning  from  my  pickets. 
Yery  respectfully, 

JUNIUS  DANIEL, 

Brigadier-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg,  Va.,  March  18,  18G3. 
General  E.  E.  LEE, 

Commanding,  &c.,  JfredericJcsburg,  Va. : 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  10.30  p.  m.  yesterday  is  received.  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  well  to  draw  off  any  portion  of  Piekett's  division  at 
present.  All  of  it  cannot  well  be  taken  from  here  as  long  as  the  enemy 
holds  this  force  of  his  so  near  Eichmoud.  The  force  at  Newport  News 
and  Suffolk  cannot  be  less  than  2G,000.  We  shall  have  to  meet  that 
with  hardly  a  third,  including  Pickett's  dirision ;  but  there  are  three 
brigades  of  Pickett's  division  near  here,  which  may  possibly  be  thrown 
up  by  rail ;  that  is  if  the  enemy  makes  no  effort  to  advance  by  the  south 
side.  I  think,  however,  that  he  will  make  a  diversion  from  Suffolk,  and 
as  strong  as  is  in  him. 

Your  letter,!  in  relation  to  supplies,  of  yesterday  is  this  moment  re- 

*Not  found.  tNot  found;  but  see  Longstreet  to  Hill,  same  date. 
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ceivecl.  All  things  considered  I  now  think  that  oar  better  plan  would 
have  been  to  fight  the  enemy  on  the  Rappahannock  with  the  force  that 
you  have  there,  or  slightly  diminished  even,  and  to  leave  the  force  that 
was  here  to  drive  back  the  enemy  in  North  Carolina  and  draw  out  the 
supplies  there.  I  cannot  divest  myself  of  the  opinion  that  an  obstinate 
resistance  on  the  Rappahannock  will  hold  that  line,  and  the  force  that  I 
had  here  would  then  do  to  drive  the  enemy  out  of  North  Carolina,  where 
it  seems  we  must  get  our  supplies.  With  the  force  left  here  by  the  with 
drawal  of  Hood's  division  nothing  can  be  done  more  than  to  hold  our 
fortified  positions  and  railroads,  and  the  latter  is  somewhat  doubtful. 
If  it  is  necessary  to  give  ground  anywhere  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would 
have  been  better  to  retire  your  force  across  the  Anna,  and  to  keep  pos 
session  of  all  that  part  of  North  Carolina  where  we  may  be  able  to  get 
supplies.  From  your  report  of  the  scarcity  of  supplies  with  you  I  fear 
that  Hood's  division  may  be  more  than  you  can  supply,  and  I  doubt  if 
it  can  reach  you  in  time  by  marching.  I  shall  therefore  try  and  have 
it  sent  by  railroad,  unless  I  get  authority  by  telegraph  to  stop  it.  I 
shall  go  to  Richmond  this  afternoon  and  await  there  further  intelli 
gence. 

I  remain,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

P.  S. — The  enemy  is  re-enforcing  at  New  Berne  and  at  Suffolk.  His 
intentions  it  is  presumed  are  to  make  diversions  on  both  points  when 
he  moves  to  cross  the  Rappahannock.  Success  at  either  point  will  be 
pushed,  of  course,  unless  he  fails  again  on  the  Rappahannock. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

March  18,  18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Commanding ,  &c.,  Goldsborough,  N.  C.  : 

GENERAL  :  The  commanding  general  has  received  your  letter  of  last 
night.  He  leaves  this  afternoon  for  Richmond.  He  wrote  you  fulty 
this  morning,  and  the  letter  is  sent  you  with  this.  By  his  direction  I 
have  telegraphed  you  that  you  might  go  as  you  propose  and  use  Ran 
som's  brigade.  I  have  also  telegraphed  to  General  Whiting  to  respond 
to  your  call  for  that  brigade.  The  enemy  seems  to  be  pressing  on  the 
Rappahaimock.  It  looks  as  if  a  battle  must  soon  be  fought  there. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOXLEY  SORREL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS,  March  18, 18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  I).  H.  HILL: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  General  Lee,  calling  for 
Hood's  division  back  upon  the  Rappahaunock.  The  enemy  is  reported 
across  with  cavalry  and  artillery  at  Kelly's  Ford  and  attempting  with 
infantry  at  United  States  Ford.  General  Lee  calls  for  myself  also 
and  Pickett's  division.  The  latter,  I  think,  cannot  be  spared ;  at  all 
events  not  till  we  ascertain  what  is  likely  to  be  the  disposition  of  the 
force  lately  held  at  Newport  News.  I  shall  start  back  to  Rappahannock 
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to-morrow  unless  other  news  is  received.  If  the  enemy  moves  against 
you  you  will  have  to  try  and  hold  your  positions  by  obstinate  resistance. 
The  force  [lately]  at  Newport  News  is  supposed  to  be  at  Suffolk,  and  a 
part  of  it  is  supposed  to  be  the  re-enforcements  reported  at  New  Berne. 
Try  and  be  well  advised  of  the  troops  in  your  front,  and  if  any  re-en 
forcements  come  from  Charleston  call  on  General  Beauregard  for  some 
of  his  forces,  advising  him,  of  course,  that  the  enemy  is  re-enforced  in 
your  front  from  his.  If  you  find  that  you  cannot  hold  and  protect  your 
railroad,  then  Wilmington  must  be  looked  to  and  held  at  all  hazards.  It 
cannot  be  long  before  we  will  be  able  to  help  you  from  the  Eappahan- 
nock.  I  doubt  now  if  we  will  be  able  to  give  you  any  further  aid 
from  there  until  the  battle  is  fought  on  the  Rappahannock.  The  en 
emy  may  advance  by  the  Blackwater  with  his  re-enforcements  or  they 
may  be  moved  down  to  re-enforce  the  garrison  at  New  Berne.  What 
ever  arrangement  he  makes  it  seems  now  that  we  must  first  overcome 
his  force  at  Fredericksburg. 

I  remain,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


RICHMOND,  VA.,  Marcli  19,  18G3. 
General  E.  E.  LEE, 

Commanding,  Fredericksburg^  Va. : 

GENERAL  :  I  wrote  you  hastily  yesterday,  which  partially  answered 
your  letter  of  the  17th  instant.  In  one  of  your  letters  you  ask  what  I 
can  do  toward  procuring  supplies  in  North  Carolina.  I  can,  I  think, 
get  all  of  the  supplies  in  that  State  if  I  can  use  my  forces ;  but  if  the 
two  divisions  are  to  be  held  in  readiness  to  join  you,  or  even  one  of 
them,  I  can  do  nothing.  The  enemy  has  40,000  men,  at  the  lowest  esti 
mate,  between  York  River  and  the  Cape  Fear.  I  have  about  the  same, 
but  almost  every  available  man  for  active  operations  must  be  held  to 
re-enforce  you ;  therefore  I  cannot  use  them.  If  the  divisions  of  Pickett 
and  Hood  are  to  be  withdrawn  whenever  the  enemy  on  the  Eappahan- 
nock  advances  we  shall  leave  a  force  of  twenty-odd  thousand  near 
Suffolk,  with  no  force  to  oppose  it,  except  Davis'  brigade,  and  on  this 
side  of  the  James  River  the  usual  garrison  of  the  city.  A  tolerably 
respectable  move  from  Suffolk  would  give  the  enemy  possession  of  Pe 
tersburg  fortified.  He  could  take  it  without  the  loss  of  a  man.  That 
point  in  his  possession  North  Carolina  would  soon  be  at  his  command 
from  the  railroad  east.  That  line  would  cut  off  most  of  the  supplies 
that  we  depend  upon  for  our  sustenance.  I  know  that  it  is  the  habit 
with  individuals  in  all  armies  to  represent  their  own  positions  as  the 
most  important  ones,  and  it  may  be  that  this  feeling  is  operating  with 
me  ;  but  I  am  not  prompted  by  any  desire  to  do,  or  to  attempt  to  do, 
great  things.  I  only  wish  to  do  what  I  regard  as  my  duty — give  you 
the  full  benefit  of  my  views.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  matter  of  prime 
necessity  with  us  to  keep  the  enemy  out  of  North  Carolina  in  order  that 
we  may  draw  out  all  the  supplies  there,  and  if  we  give  him  ground  at 
all  it  would  be  better  to  do  so  from  the  Uappahannock.  It  is  right,  as 
you  say,  to  concentrate  and  crush  him;  but  will  it  be  better  to  concen 
trate  upon  his  grand  army  rather  than  on  his  detachments  and  then 
make  a  grand  concentration  on  the  grand  army!  If  we  draw  off  from 
the  front  of  his  grand  army  we  ought  to  be  able  to  crush  rapidly  his 
detachments,  and  ait  the  same  time  hold  the  grand  army  in  check  as  far 
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buck  as  the  South  Anna  at  least,  particularly  while  the  roads  are  so 
very  bad,  then  concentrate  on  the  grand  army  and  try  and  dispose  of 
that.  We  have  been  ready  to  light  for  the  last  three  months,  and  have 
only  failed  to  do  so  because  we  could  not  reach  his  force  on  the  Rap- 
pahaunock,  and  because  it  was  not  convenient  to  touch  him  elsewhere. 
If  we  delay  until  he  is  again  ready  to  give  battle  we  give  him  all  tbat 
he  can  desire,  besides  we  fail  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  opportunity  to 
produce  a  favorable  political  impression  at  the  North,  or  rather  we  fail 
to  reap  the  rewards  of  that  impression  already  produced.  If  we  cripple 
him  only,  a  little  at  one  place  and  then  another,  we  may  mutually  pro 
duce  grand  results.  I  hope  that  I  have  gone  into  details  sufficiently  to 
give  you  my  views,  but  I  am  always  ready  to  do  and  to  say  all  that  I  can. 
I  remain,  general,  most  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 

General  Hood  is  ordered  back  to  his  old  camp. 


ADJT.  AND  INSP.  GEN.'S  OFFICE,  WAR  DEPT.,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  March  11),  1803. 
Lieut.  Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  say  to  you  that  in  ac 
cordance  with  the  telegram  received  from  General  Lee  you  are  directed 
to  recall  the  divisions  of  Generals  Hood  and  Pickett  and  to  retain  them 
in  their  former  positions  or  such  others  as  you  may  select.  In  your 
absence,  and  for  the  sake  of  expedition,  similar  orders  were  issued  di 
rectly  to  Generals  Hood  and  Pickett  yesterday. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

JOHN  WITHERS, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

March  19,  1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 

GENERAL  :  On  my  arrival  here  yesterday  I  learned  that  the  cavalry 
force  of  the  enemy  which  crossed  at  Kelly's  Ford  had  subsequently  re 
tired,  and  that  the  reported  attempt  to  force  a  passage  at  the  United 
States  Ford  had  not  been  made.  I  therefore  sent  a  telegram  to  General 
Cooper,  requesting  that  the  divisions  ordered  up  here  might  be  stopped 
and  returned  to  their  former  positions.  I  need  not  remind  you  that  it 
will  be  necessary  to  maintain  great  vigilance  in  your  front  as  well  as 
here,  and  to  hold  the  troops  at  both  points  ready  to  co-operate  when 
ever  it  is  correctly  ascertained  where  the  attack  of  the  enemy  will  fall. 
1  hope  you  will  be  able  to  act  on  the  suggestions  contained  in  my  letter 
from  Richmond  relative  to  obtaining  all  the  supplies  possible  of  forage 
and  subsistence  from  North  Carolina  and  turn  all  the  energies  of  your 
department  in  that  direction. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 
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STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 

Raleigh,  N.  C.,  March  19,  1863. 
General  E.  E.  LEE: 

His  Excellency  Governor  Vance  has  received  information  that  certain 
soldiers  belonging  to  the  brigades  of  Generals  Bainsenr  and  Hoke  are 
now  under  arrest  and  are  being  tried  for  desertion.  His  Excellency  is 
deeply  pained  to  learn  this,  and  directs  me  to  communicate  to  you  the 
facts  and  circumstances  connected  with  the  return  of  these  men  to  the 
army.  While  Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith  was  in  command  of  this  depart 
ment  he  caused  an  order  to  be  issued  extending  a  full  pardon  (except 
forfeiture  of  pay  for  the  period  of  unauthorized  absence)  to  all  enlisted 
men  absent  without  leave  who  should  voluntarily  return  to  their  respect 
ive  commands  on  or  before  February  10.  Upon  consultation  between 
General  Smith  and  the  Governor  it  was  thought  that  a  proclamation 
by  His  Excellency,  appealing  to  the  patriotism  and  State  pride  of  ab 
sentees,  would  induce  their  speedy  return  to  duty.  A  proclamation  was 
accordingly  issued,  and  the  reasonable  expectation  as  to  its  effect  was 
fully  realized  and  hundreds  were  induced  to  return  to  their  colors.  The 
period  at  first  limited  was  so  brief  that  numbers  in  remote  parts  of  the 
State  were  unable  to  comply.  With  a  knowledge  of  this  fact,  and  in 
conformity  with  an  order  of  General  French,  another  proclamation  was 
issued  extending  the  time  to  March  5.  It  is  true  that  General  Smith's 
order  could  only  extend  to  his  own  department,  but  His  Excellency 
thought  it  right  to  extend  it  to  all  North  Carolina  soldiers.  Copies  of 
the  order  of  General  Smith  and  the  proclamation  of  the  Governor  are 
herewith  inclosed.*  In  the  opinion  of  His  Excellency  the  punishment  of 
these  men  would  be  a  gross  violation  of  justice  and"  good  faith,  and  he 
enters  his  most  solemn  protest  against  it.  In  issuing  these  proclama 
tions  he  was  actuated  by  a  sincere  and  earnest  desire  to  promote  the  in 
terest  of  the  public  service  and  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  his  course 
would  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Confederate  authorities,  and  he  trusts 
and  believes  that  in  this  reasonable  hope  he  will  not  be  disappointed. 
He  will  not  allow  himself  to  doubt  that  your  sense  of  justice  and  right 
will  induce  you  to  cause  all  such  soldiers  to  be  immediately  discharged 
from  arrest. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

1)AYID  A.  BAENES, 
Aide-de-Camp  to  the  Governor. 


ENGINEER  BUREAU, 
Richmond,  Va.,  March  19,  1863. 
Maj.  W.  T.  ALEXANDER, 

Quartermaster  and  Inspector  of  Transportation  : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inclose  a  tabular  statement  of  the 
distances  from  the  Capitol  to  the  batteries  around  Eichmond.  The  dis 
tances  both  by  the  road  and  by  air- line  are  given. 

*  General  Smith's  order  and  the  Governor's  second  proclamation  not  found. 
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Distances  of  the  batteries  around  Richmond  from  the  Capitol. 
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Very  respectfully,  &c., 


J.  F.  GILMEE, 

Colonel  Engineers  and  Chief  of  Bureau. 


Abstract  from  Field  Return  of  Pickett's  division-,  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Caro 
lina,  temporarily  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  J.  L.  Kcmper,  March  19,  1863. 


NEAR  PETERSBURG,  VA. 


Troops. 

Present  for  duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

1 

Infantry. 

A*rtillery. 

Officers. 

1 

Officers. 

S 

3 

' 

Urai  nett  s  n  i_a(^  ^  .  . 

93 
94 

78 

1,  279 
1,  227 
922 





1,695 
1,  585 
•  1,  209 
434 

2,712 

2,  900 
2,  012 
537 

8,161 

Ill   SIC,  (    H           ,-. 

jvemper  s  Diagaae  

17 

374 

265 

3,428 

17 

374 

4,  923 

NOTK  FROM  RETURN.— ITifty-Beventh  Virginia  Regiment,  aggregate  present  last  report,  528;  on  de 
tached  duty  at  Fort  Powhatan,  First  Virginia  Regiment,  aggregate  present  last  report,  206 ;  on 
detached  service  at  Fort  Powhatan.  Bradford's  battery  assigned  to  duty  with  the  division  since  last 
report.  [Garnett's  brigadel  on  detached  duty  in  North  Carolina. 
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Abstract  from  Field  Return  of  troops  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  French,  March  20,  1863. 
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Troops. 

Present    for 
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Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Officers. 
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29th  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers  

30 
8 
3 

4 
4 

1 

o 

11 
22 

GOG 
140 

75 
62 
103 
23 
124 
190 

732 
166 
87 
72 
1J4 
24 
1H7 
218 
80 

1,630 

915 

179 
100 
98 
125 
25 
146 
302 
80 

1,970 

Mosole  v  's  artillery  battalion  

Confederate  Guard               .. 

Detachment  of  cavalry             .       .    . 

Signal  Corps            

On  duty  in  hospitals  Petersburg  

Grand  total 

98 

1,413 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg,  Va.,  March  20,  1863. 
General  S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  rough  statement* 
of  the  cavalry  force  in  this  department.  As  soon  as  I  can  get  accurate 
statements  of  the  regiments  and  detached  companies  I  propose  to  or 
ganize  the  force  into  two  brigades,  and  desire  General  Ransom's  promo 
tion  as  major-general,  to  command  the  cavalry.  Col.  E.  D.  Hall  is  highly 
recommended  by  Mai.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  for  brigadier-general  of  cavalry. 
I  hope  that  he  may  be  appointed  to  take  the  Second  Brigade.  If  this 
force  cannot  be  formed  into  a  division  of  cavalry  I  desire  authority  to 
transfer  General  Ransom  from  his  position  in  the  infantry  to  the  charge 
of  the  cavalry  as  a  brigade.  I  have  already  explained  to  the  Depart 
ment  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  efficient  operations  of  the  cavalry, 
desire  that  some  action  may  be  had  which  will  increase  its  efficiency. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Kinston,  N.  C.,  March  20,  18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Commanding  at  Groldsborough,  N.  C.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  send  up  names  of  those  who  acted  well  in  skirmishes  on 
the  7th  instant.  The  names  of  those  who  acted  well  last  week  I  will 
send  up  as  soon  as  the  commanders  can  make  them  out.  The  charges 
against  Forstler,  the  deserter,  go  up  in  the  morning.  Major  Guion  re 
ported  this  morning,  and  I  directed  him  to  examine  the  country  with  a 
view  of  making  a  line  from  the  work  around  the  obstructions  to  Wash 
ington's  Hill.  I  will  report  as  soon  as  it  can  be  made.  I  would  like 
very  much  to  have  Coleman  or  some  good  engineer  officer.  The  regi- 


Jfot  found, 


CHAP.  XXX.]          CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. CONFEDERATE.  931 

ment  is  ready  to  make  the  demonstration  upon  Core  Creek.  The  weather 
is  still  "bad,  and  by  starting  to-morrow  it  will  make  the  attack  upon 
Sunday,  and  I  would  prefer  that  the  men  should  rest  on  that  day  if 
any  other  day  will  answer  as  well.  Please  telegraph  me  whether  you 
desire  the  move  to  be  made  to-morrow. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JUNIUS  DANIEL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg,  Va.,  March  20,  18G3. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL,  Commanding,  &c. : 

GENERAL  :  General  Kemper's  brigade  is  on  the  road  to  co-operate 
with  Garuett  in  an  expedition  against  Washington.  I  will  send  General 
Pickett  to  take  charge  of  the  expedition.  I  desire  that  you  will  collect 
and  give  General  Pickett  such  information,  guides,  and  written  instruc 
tions  as  you  deern  proper,  and  to  telegraph  me  what  number  of  batteries 
will  be  required  for  the  expedition  and  the  kind  of  pieces.  I  shall  give 
General  Pickett  general  instructions  but  subject  to  such  changes  as  you 
may  see  fit  to  make.  I  will  send  you  a  copy  of  them.  Meanwhile  I 
wish  you  to  continue  your  arrangements,  and  if  the  expedition  had  bet 
ter  be  made  immediately  do  not  allow  this  to  delay  it.  I  send  General 
Pickett  to  take  charge  of  it,  because  I  think  it  prudent  that  you  should 
be  at  Goldsborough  with  all  the  force  now  there  to  watch  the  enemy 
and  prevent  any  movement  against  the  expedition  from  New  Berne. 
If  there  is  no  probability  of  such  a  move  nor  of  trouble  at  Goldsborough 
from  the  force  at  New  Berne  you  had  better  proceed  at  once  on  the 
expedition  against  Washington  if  it  is  already  prepared. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — In  your  letter  of  the  IGth,  giving  some  account  of  your  expe 
dition  against  New  Berne,  you  intimate  that  there  may  have  been  some 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  Department  "  to  perpetrate  a  swindle  "  upon 
you  in  putting  you  in  command  in  North  Carolina.  I  presume  that 
this  was  not  intended  as  an  official  communication  and  have  not  for 
warded  it.  I  hope  that  you  will  send  up  another  account  of  you  trip. 


RICHMOND,  March  21, 1863. 
General  J.  H.  WINDER, 

Commanding  Department  of  HenricO)  &c. : 

GENERAL  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  ask  that  you 
will  strengthen  the  night  guard  of  this  building  by  adding  another 
sentinel. 

He  will  report  for  orders  to  Mr.  Peebles,  disbursing  clerk  of  the  War 
Department. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg,  Va.,  March  21,  1863. 
General  D.  H.  HILL, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Goldsborough,  N.  C.  : 

GENERAL  :  Your  letters  of  the  19th  and  20th  are  received.  If  Bansorn's 
brigade  is  brought  to  Goldsborough  you  will  not  need  Kemper's,  and  it 
had  better  be  returned  at  once,  and  Bansom's  being  at  Goldsborough 
will  relieve  me  of  all  anxiety  about  that  place  and  save  the  necessity  of 
sending  General  Pickett  down.  I  have  ordered  my  Whitworth  gun  to 
be  sent  you  for  the  expedition,  but  I  cannot  let  it  go  any  farther,  as 
General  Lee  regards  it  as  part  of  his  command,  and  will  require  it  if  he 
recalls  me  to  his  aid.  The  snow  is  10  or  12  inches  deep,  and  the  Whit- 
worth  at  Fort  Powhatan.  I  fear  therefore  that  I  will  not  be  able  to 
get  it  here  in  time  to  ship  it  to-morrow  afternoon,  but  it  shall  go  as  soon 
as  it  is  possible  to  get  it  off.  Send  some  one  to  meet  it  and  conduct  it 
to  you.  It  will  be  ordered  to  Tarborough  from  here. 

I  desire  you  to  move  from  Greenville  as  quickly  as  possible.  The  suc 
cess  of  such  expeditions  depends  altogether  upon  their  promptness  and 
action.  If  you  need  Kernper  at  any  point  in  your  rear  keep  him  for  the 
time,  but  send  him  back  as  soon  as  possible.  General  Pickett  will  not 
be  sent  down,  as  General  Bansom's  presence  at  Goldsborough  will  sat 
isfy  all  conditions.  You  must  always  have  an  eye  to  drawing  out  the 
supplies  from  the  country  in  which  you  move.  You  will  not  confine 
yourself  to  the  prices  fixed  by  the  Department  in  purchasing  supplies, 
but  give  the  market  price  and  liberal  prices  for  transportation  when 
ever  you  purchase  near  the  enemy's  lines ;  and  when  you  purchase  and 
find  that  you  can  draw  off  the  supplies,  take  every  pound  that  is  in  the 
market,  and  when  you  find  it  necessary  impress  at  the  market  prices. 
If  it  is  necessary,  you  can  leave  Garnett's  brigade  to  protect  trains,  &c., 
while  hauling.  I  suppose  that  you  will  need  General  Pettigrew's  at 
Goldsborough.  If  not,  you  can  also  use  it  in  aiding  you  to  get  out 
supplies. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Kinston,  N.  C.,  March  21,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Commanding  at  Goldsborough^  N~.  C. : 

GENERAL  :  Your  note  of  this  date  has  been  received.  From  its  con 
tents  I  presume  you  intend  me  to  await  Kemper's  arrival,  should  he  be 
accidentally  detained  beyond  Monday.  I  understand  Blount  Hall  to 
be  the  place  you  desire  me  to  go  to.  I  think  it  a  more  suitable  position 
than  Snow  Hill  for  the  reason  you  assign.  The  place  I  refer  to  is,  I 
presume,  the  one  you  mean  ;  it  is  on  one  of  the  roads  leading  from  this 
place  to  Greenville,  about  18  or  20  miles  from  here,  between  the  Con- 
tentnea  and  Greenville,  and  some  6  or  8  miles  from  the  Neuse.  I  shall 
take  with  me  three  days'  rations.  I  have  but  four  pieces  of  artillery 
now  belonging  to  my  brigade,  General  Pettigrew  not  having  returned 
the  two  rifle  guns.  I  wish  to  take  one  of  the  four-gun  batteries  here; 
there  will  then  be  left  twelve  pieces  besides  those  Kemper  will  bring 
with  him.  I  would  like  to  have  the  troops  I  leave  behind  on  picket 
duty  relieved  as  soon  as  possible.  I  think  they  can  be  relieved  on 
Wednesday,  and  wish  you  would  so  order  it.  Nethcrcutt's  people  will 
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be  liere  and  they  know  the  country  thoroughly.  I  will  not  send  the 
regiment  to  Core  Creek  on  Monday,  as  it  could  not  join  me  before 
Thursday  or  Friday,  would  leave  my  brigade  very  much  scattered,  and 
would  very  much  impair  its  efficiency.  Kemper  can  make  the  demon 
stration  if  you  still  desire  it.  Colonel  Lewis  will  remain  in  command 
of  the  outposts  until  my  men  are  relieved,  and  he  can  give  all  the  in 
formation.  The  regiment  that  I  should  have  sent  knew  nothing  at  all 
of  the  country.  With  Nethercutt's  people  there  will  be  no  lack  of 
guides. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

JULIUS  DANIEL, 

Brigadier-  Genet  al. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg,  Va.,  March  21,  186:3. 
General  R.  E.  LEE,  Commanding,  &c.  : 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  the  19th  is  received.  I  am  doing  all  that 
I  can  to  draw  the  supplies  from  the  eastern  portion  of  North  Carolina, 
but  have  been  obliged  to  detach  portions  of  General  Pickett's  division 
for  that  purpose.  My  operations  must  be  very  limited,  as  I  do  not  feel 
authorized  to  use  Hood's  division  for  any  purpose,  as  it  would  take  him 
so  [far]  from  you  that  he  would  not  be  able  to  join  you  at  Fredericks- 
burg.  In  this  connection  I  would  suggest  that  the  troops  should  be 
taken  up  by  rail  instead  of  the  artillery.  I  think  that  you  will  need  the 
infantry  more  than  the  artillery.  When  I  arrived  at  Richmond  I  found 
that  the  troops  were  moving  up  to  join  you  by  marching  and  the  bat 
talion  of  artillery  shipping  by  rail.  The  movement  of  the  latter  had 
better  be  delayed  than  that  of  the  former. 

I  remain,  general,  most  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

P.  S. — I  send  you  a  report  just  received.  Reports  reach  me  from 
various  directions  leading  to  the  same  conclusion.  The  commander  on 
the  Blackwater  has  reported  the  arrival  of  large  re-enforcements  at 
Suffolk.  I  believe  that  an  advantageous  battle  could  be  made  at  Suf 
folk  in  the  next  fifteen  days,  but  at  least  one  division  in  addition  to 
what  we  have  would  be  necessary. 
Most  respectfully, 

J.  L. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

March  21,  1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Commanding  Department,  &c.,  Petersburg^  VOL. : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant.  I  had 
hoped  that  you  would  have  been  able  with  the  troops  in  North  Carolina 
to  have  accomplished  the  object  proposed  in  my  letter  of  the  17th* 
and  did  not  suppose  that  you  would  have  required  Pickett's  and  Hood's 
divisions,  as  from  information  I  received  the  enemy  between  the  Roan- 
oke  and  Tar  is  feeble.  I  still  think  if  you  can  retain  them  in  reserve, 
to  be  thrown  on  any  point  attacked  or  where  a  blow  can  be  struck,  it 
will  be  the  best  disposition  of  them.  If,  however,  you  see  an  opportu- 

*  Not  found. 
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nity  of  dealing  a  damaging  blow,  or  of  driving  him  from  any  important 
positions,  do  not  be  idle,  but  act  promptly.  If  circumstances  render  it 
impossible  or  disadvantageous  for  you  to  rejoin  this  army  when  attacked 
we  must  withdraw  toward  you,  if  we  cannot  resist  alone. 

In  operating  against  any  point  accessible  to  the  enemy's  gunboats  be 
prepared  for  them.  I  am  confident  that  at  all  times  and  in  all  places 
you  will  do  all  that  can  be  done  for  the  defense  of  the  country  and 
advancement  of  the  service,  and  are  ready  to  co-operate  or  act  singly  as 
circumstances  dictate.  I  only  wish  you  therefore  to  keep  me  advised 
of  your  movements  that  I  may  shape  mine  accordingly,  and  not  to  feel 
trammeled  in  your  operations  other  than  is  required  by  the  general  plan 
of  operations  when  an  opportunity  offers  for  you  to  advance  the  object 
of  the  campaign. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  very  truly,  yours, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 

Raleigh,  N.  <7.,  March  21,  1803. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

SIR  :  Yours  of  7th  instant,  inclosing  letters  from  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Cook  and  General  Jones,  in  relation  to  impressment  of  forage  by  a  de 
tachment  of  General  Jenkins'  cavalry,  has  been  received.  I  am  sorry 
to  see  that  the  charge  of  impressment  is  denied  upon  the  authority  of 
Sergeant  Hale.  The  concurrent  testimony  of  the  citizens  of  about 
twenty  counties  with  at  least  fifty  letters  to  that  effect  in  my  office 
would  seem  to  be  sufficient  to  establish  a  fact  of  general  notoriety. 
Those  men  were  in  several  detachments,  operating  in  as  many  different 
counties,  and  Sergeant  Hale  hardly  could  know  what  they  were  all  doing 
at  the  same  time.  Their  method  was  to  go  to  a  farmer's  house  and  tell 
him  they  wanted  corn  at  $1.50  per  bushel,  and  if  he  did  not  sell  it  they 
would  take  it.  In  some  instances  their  quartermaster  attended  public 
sales  and  publicly  notified  the  assemblage  (most  of  them  families  of 
absent  soldiers)  that  they  need  not  bid  for  the  corn  5  that  they  were 
determined  to  have  it.  Yielding  where  resistance  would  have  been 
useless  they  (the  cavalry)  took  the  corn  at  such  price  as  they  saw 
proper  to  pay,  and  this  is  not  impressment !  I  beg  leave  also  to  assure 
you  that  the'imputations  indulged  in  by  General  Jones  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Cook  against  the  loyalty  of  the  people  of  that  region  (I  suppose 
also  upon  the  authority  of  Sergeant  Hale)  are  entirely  without  founda 
tion  in  fact,  the  refusal  to  take  Confederate  money,  if  such  was  the  case, 
originating  solely  in  the  fact  that  they  did  not  have  the  corn  to  sell. 
Neither  North  Carolina  rnone3r  -nor  gold  could  buy  an  article  which  was 
not  in  the  country;  That  country,  to  my  personal  knowledge,  may 
safely  challenge  any  similar  region  in  the  South  to  show  a  better  mus 
ter-roll  in  the  army.  But  that  is  not  the  matter  at  issue.  I  complain 
that  a  large  body  of  broken-down  cavalry  horses  are  in  North  Carolina, 
eating  up  the  subsistence  of  the  people  in  a  region  desolated  by  drought 
and  reduced  to  the  verge  of  starvation  ;  impressing  'it  at  prices  about 
one-half  the  market  rates.  The  people  or  the  horses  must  suffer.  I 
ask  for  the  removal  of  the  horses.  Is  it  denied  or  refused  ?  That  is 
the  question.  I  beg  leave  to  disabuse  your  mind  of  the  impression 
which  it  seems  to  entertain,  that  I  objected  to  these  impressments  be- 
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cause  they  were  for  Virginia  cavalry.  By  no  means.  I  did  not  term 
them  such,  at  least  did  not  so  intend  to  term  them.  I  have  no  preju 
dice  against  the  troops  from  any  State  engaged  in  defending  the  com 
mon  cause,  but  I  am  unwilling  to  see  the  bread  taken  from  the  mouths 
of  women  and  children  for  the  use  of  any  troops,  when  those  troops 
might  be  easily  removed  to  regions  where  there  is  corn  to  sell,  and  I 
earnestly  request  once  more  that  they  may  be  so  removed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 

[Indorsements.] 

MARCH  25, 18G3. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Maj.  Gen.  S.  Jones  for  information  and  re 
port;  also  for  reference  to  Brigadier-General  Jenkins'  command.     It  is 
a  matter  of  much  concern  to  this  Department  that  there  is  so  much  of 
evil  spoken  of  General  Jenkins7  bands  of  cavalry. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  WEST  VIRGINIA, 

April  6,  1S63. 

Kespectfully  returned  to  the  War  Department  with  the  report  of 
Col.  W.  II.  French  of  the  3d  instant.  My  own  remarks  on  this  letter 
were  given  in  my  letter*  of  the  2d  instant  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

SAM.  JONES, 

Major- General. 

[Inclosure.] 

HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  BRIGADE, 

Salem,  Va.,  April  3,  18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  SAMUEL  JONES, 

Commanding  Department  of  Western  Virginia  : 

GENERAL:  A  communication  from  His  Excellency  Governor  Vance, 
of  North  Carolina,  referred  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  you  and  by  you  to 
myself,  has  just  been  received.  In  reply  1  would  state  on  the  subject  of 
impressment  that  no  orders  have  ever  been  issued  to  any  officer  or  agent 
of  this  command  to  impress  forage  prior  to  your  communication*  of  the 
22d  ultimo,  authorizing  Capt.  [M.  B.j  Porteaux,  assistant  quartermaster, 
to  do  so.  If  any  impressments  have  been  made  not  included  in  that 
authority  the  party  making  them  rendered  himself  liable  to  charges, 
and  on  proper  notification  from  any  aggrieved  person  in  North  Carolina 
they  would  have  been  promptly  preferred  and  the  complaint  fnlly 
investigated ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  state  that,  notwithstanding  the  fifty 
letters  received  by  Governor  Vance  and  the  notoriety  of  the  offenses  of 
Jenkins'  bands  of  cavalry,  not  one  single  specific  charge  has  ever  been 
sent  to  these  headquarters  from  that  or  any  other  source  since  I  have 
been  in  command  of  this  brigade  (nearly  a  mouth),  nor  before  General 
Jenkins  left,  as  I  am  informed  by  a  member  of  his  staff. 

On  another  point  touching  the  character  of  this  command  I  feel  called 
upon  to  state  that  the  larger  portion  of  it  has  been  quartered  here  in 
this  county  nearly  four  months,  and  I  would  invite  investigation  to  the 
fact  that  no  serious  complaints  have  been  made  by  any  citizens;  and 
while  officers  and  agents  sent  out  by  us  under  your  orders  on  detached 
service  at  remote  points  to  arrest  deserters  and  forage  horses  may  have 

*  Not  found. 
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been  guilty  of  improper  conduct,  such  offenders  have,  on  due  notice, 
always  been  brought  to  justice.  It  seems  hardly  reasonable  that  the 
reputation  of  a  whole  command  should  suffer  on  account  of  the  offenses 
of  a  few  members,  removed  from  the  eye  of  its  commander,  when  the 
offenses  are  not  reported  and  no  opportunity  is  afforded  him  to  render 
justice.  It  was  from  no  desire  to  impeach  the  loyalty  of  tbe  citizens  of 
North  Carolina  that  it  was  stated  they  would  not  receive  Confederate 
money,  but  frequent  instances  which  have  occurred  seem  to  indicate 
that  the  dissatisfaction  arose  not  so  much  from  scarcity  of  corn  as  an 
unwillingness  to  receive  the  only  money  which  our  agents  had  .to  offer. 
I  will  mention  two,  reported  by  Capt.  [W.  W.]  Parsons,  of  the  Seven 
teenth  Eegiment  Virginia  Cavalry:  Two  farmers  on  the  Yadkin,  in 
Davies  County,  had  each  from  500  to  1,000  bushels  of  corn,  which  they 
were  offering  for  sale,  but  refused  it  to  our  agents  because  they  could 
pay  neither  gold  or  silver  nor  North  Carolina  money,  and  the  same 
officer  stated  that  if  he  had  had  gold  and  silver  he  could  have  bought 
as  much  corn  as  he  wanted. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  horses  be  removed  from  North  Carolina 
to  some  portion  of  your  department.  South  of  the  railroad  there  are 
already  as  many  of  our  horses  as  can  be  barely  subsisted.  In  this 
county  the  horses  of  officers  and  those  used  for  transportation  are  at 
this  time  receiving  only  half  rations  of  corn  and  no  hay,  using  straw 
instead.  In  Botetourt  the  Government  requires  all  surplus  forage  to 
be  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  iron-works.  In  Eockbridge  we  already 
have  the  horses  of  six  companies,  and  I  understand  that  General  Stuart 
has  sent  thither  three  regiments  of  his  command  to  remain  for  some 
time.  In  Craig  we  have  the  horses  of  two  companies  living  on  hay  alone 
for  the  last  three  weeks,  besides  many  of  the  transportation  horses  of 
this  command  and  a  large  number  under  charge  of  Major  McMahon, 
quartermaster.  Even  hay  is  become  very  scarce  there  and  almost  im 
possible  to  procure.  The  counties  north  of  the  last  mentioned  were, 
you  are  aware,  overrun  by  the  enemy,  and  on  account  of  this  and  the 
unfavorable  season  the  corn  crop  was  very  light  and  very  little  grass 
was  cut. 

Another  fact  of  great  importance  is  that  there  is  not  enough  forage 
between  this  point  and  our  horses  in  North  Carolina  (from  100  to  300 
miles)  to  subsist  them  on  their  route  hither,  and  they  cannot  conse 
quently  be  moved  until  grass  begins  to  afford  pasturage.  This  is  the 
information  we  receive  from  our  agents.  But  even  if  they  could  be 
subsisted  on  their  way  hither  they  would  still  have  to  be  subsisted  on 
grain  here  until  grass  season  or  perish. 

The  above  report  includes,  I  believe,  every  fact  of  importance  desired 
by  you,  and  I  leave  the  whole  subject  for  your  determination,  awaiting 
such  orders  as  you  may  think  best  to  give,  stating  merely  that  I  am 
willing  to  move  the  horses  at  the  earliest  period  when  the  grass  will 
afford  them  subsistence — probably  about  May  1. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  FEENCH, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

[Indorsement.] 

HDQRS.  DEPARTMENT  OF  WESTERN  VIRGINIA, 

Dublin,  Va.,  April  0,  1SG3. 

Eespectfully  forwarded  through  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General 
to  the  Secretary  of  War.  Colonel  French's  views  in  regard  to  moving 
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the  horses  from  North  Carolina  coincide  with  mine,  expressed  in  my 
letter  of  the  2d  instant  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  Colonel  French  says 
correctly  that  no  serious  complaints  have  been  made  against  the  brigade 
in  the  counties  where  the  chief  part  of  it  has  been  stationed  for  the  last 
three  months.  The  numerous  complaints  have  come  from  localities 
where  detached  companies  have  been  sent  to  collect  conscripts  and 
arrest  deserters — a  delicate  duty,  well  calculated  to  cause  complaints — 
and  from  North  Carolina,  where  horses  were  sent  to  forage.  It  happens 
that  the  complaints  have  come  from  sections  of  the  country  remote  from 
the  scenes  of  military  operations,  and  where  troops  have  not  heretofore 
been,  and  the  people  in  those  localities  do  not  bear  patiently  one  of  the 
necessary  evils  of  the  war.  In  regard. to  the  complaints  of  the  con 
sumption  of  forage  in  North  Carolina,  Captain  Porteaux,  assistant  quar 
termaster,  whom  I  sent  to  North  Carolina  some  time  since  to  pay  out 
standing  claims,  reports  that  he  had  an  interview  with  Governor  Vance, 
u  and  from  the  tenor  of  his  remarks  I  (Porteauxj  judged  that  it  was  not 
the  consumption  of  grain  or  forage  that  was  complained  of,  but  that 
the  parties  were  not  paid  for  what  had  been  used ;  that  was  what  the 
grumbling  was  about."  I  have  heard  no  complaints  since  an  officer  was 
sent  to  North  Carolina  to  pay  for  forage  consumed. 

SAM.  JONES, 

Major -General. 


HEADQUARTERS,  March  22,  18C3. 
General  E.  E.  LEE, 

Commanding,  &c.^  Fredericksburg,  Va. : 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  yesterday  is  received.  The  enemy's  force, 
as  you  say,  is  feeble  between  Roauoke  and  Tar  Rivers,  but  he  has  facil 
ities  for  throwing  other  troops  there  to  re-enforce  or  to  cut  off  our  trains, 
&c.  I  think  therefore  a  sufficient  force  should  be  there  to  meet  any 
such  emergency.  Two  of  Pickett's  brigades  are  now  on  their  way,  and 
General  D.  II.  Hill  is  ordered  to  use  all  possible  dispatch  in  the  execu 
tion  of  the  plans  for  drawing  out  supplies  and,  if  it  is  possible,  to  take 
the  garrison  at  Washington.  Hood's  division  will  be  held  ready  to 
join  you  unless  I  find  a  most  favorable  opportunity  to  strike  an  impor 
tant  blow.  I  will  advise  you  of  any  movement  of  that  division.  I  will 
also  make  every  effort  to  have  Pickett's  division  concentrated  rapidly. 

I  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS,  March  22,  18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL,  Goldsborough.  JV.  C. : 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  the  21st  is  received,  and  I  have  made  the 
effort  to  telegraph  you  to  go,  but  the  wires  are  down.  I  hope,  however, 
that  this  letter  may  reach  you  in  time  to  prevent  any  delay.  It  seems 
to  me  that  you  would  be  able  to  move  more  promptly  if  you  put  Kem- 
per  at  Snow  Hill,  instead  of  relieving  Daniel  at  Kinston  in  order  to 
place  Kernper  there,  and  let  Kemper  support  either  point.  Besides 
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you  will  save  time  when  Kemper  is  to  return  here.  The  arrangement 
then  should  be:  Daniel  at  Kinstou,  Hansom  at  Goldsborough,  Kemper 
at  Snow  Hill,  Garnett  and  Pettigrew  operating  against  Washington ; 
but  if  your  plans  are  already  made  and  this  would  be  likely  to  delay 
your  movements  a  day  do  not  wait ;  the  grand  thing  is  to  get  Wash 
ington  and  its  garrison.  You  can  not  only  give  it  out  that  the  move  is 
against  New  Berne,  but  you  can  seriously  threaten  it  if  an  eifort  should 
be  made  to  re- en  force  Washington  from  New  Berne.  I  think  that  your 
movement  would  thus  be  made  doubly  secure.  The  moment  this  is  ac 
complished  you  can  move  your  entire  force  against  New  Berne.  It  will 
not  do  to  wait  this  move  for  the  operations  against  Charleston,  because 
I  believe  that  an  attack  upon  Charleston  will  not  be  made  until  the 
army  on  the  Happahaunock  is  ready  to  advance  5  then  we  shall  want 
every  man  that  we  can  get  to  meet  the  grand  army.  I  do  not  think 
that  there  can  be  any  doubt  but  we  can  keep  re-enforcements  from 
leaving  Suffolk  for  the  succor  of  Washington.  The  way  seems  to  me 
to  be  clear  if  we  can  only  be  prompt.  If  your  health  is  likely  to  fail 
you  advise  me  and  I  will  go  down  myself.  I  can  send  you  "General 
Pickett  if  you  desire.  I  tried  to  send  a  telegram  to  General  Whiting 
to  send  you  Hansom's  brigade,  but  the  wires  being  down  I  could  not. 
I  inclose  one  to  be  sent  him  if  the  wires  are  operating  between  Golds- 
borough  and  Wilmington. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTHEET, 

Lieutenant- General,  Comm anding. 

P.  S. — Hetain  the  Whitworth  that  I  have  sent  you  if  you  can  move 
promptly  against  New  Berne,  and  you  will  need  all  the  troops  for  that 
purpose. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  March  L'3,  1803. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary,  of  War,  Richmond,  Va. : 

SIR:  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  evil  of  permitting  private 
parties  to  ship  cotton  except  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  in  articles 
useful  for  the  conduct  of  the  war.  It  is  a  crying  evil.  It  fosters  and 
increases  speculation  in  the  wildest  manner.  The  burden  falls  exclu 
sively  upon  the  soldier  and  his  family  in  the  enormously-increased  prices 
of  every  necessary.  He  has  a  fixed  and  moderate  stipend.  The  non-com 
batant  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  has  facilities  for  procuring  what 
he  needs  and  can  pay  any  price  from  the  enormous  profits.  I  believe 
the  cotton  is  in  great  part  exchanged  at  Nassau  with  Yankee  merchants 
for  Yankee  goods.  The  goods  at  least  that  come  here  are  mostly  of 
Yankee  manufacture,  and  houses  have  been  established  in  Nassau  by 
men  of  Northern  birth,  who  have  left  this  city  since  the  war  and  still 
have  partners  here.  Lastly  and  especially,  those  engaged  in  this  trade 
from  this  port  to  the  largest  extent  or  interest  are  partly  Yankees  out 
right  and  partly  of  Union  sentiments. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  N.  0.,  March  23,  18G3. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond ',  Va. : 

SIR:  The  steam-tug  Mariner,  formerly  the  most  powerful  tug  in  this 
river,  has  come  in  from  Nassau,  her  owners  having  put  her  to  blockade 
running.  She  is  not  suitable  for  this  purpose,  carrying  but  very  little 
cargo,  while,  her  boilers  and  engines  being  very  good,  she  is  absolutely 
necessary  here  for  the  navy  first  and  then  for  us.  She  can  readily  be 
fitted  into  a  powerful  gunboat.  I  consider  her  essential  for  the  defense 
here,  especially  in  connection  with  the  gunboats  building,  as  a  tender., 
and  also  in  connection  with  the  valuable  cargoes  now  arriving  in  Gov 
ernment  steamers.  With  her  we  shall  be  able  to  save  much  in  case  of 
accidents  which  might  happen  to  any  of  our  vessels  from  the  enemy's 
fire.  She  is  also  needed  for  army  transportation.  Please  to  show  this 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  who  will,  I  hope,  at  once  order  her  pur 
chase.  Flag-Officer  Lynch  concurs  with  me  in  the  necessity  of  this  and 
will  doubtless  report  at  once.  If  the  Navy  Department  does  not  want 
the  boat  we  certainly  do.  I  shall  not  permit  her  to  leave  unless  or 
dered.  Great  efforts  no  doubt  will  be  made  to  procure  a  permit,  but  I 
beg  to  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  this  date  relative  to  blockade  running. 
The  boat  could  carry  but  very  few  bales.  Her  engines,  boiler,  and  hull 
are  too  valuable  to  permit  them  to  be  sacrificed  in  order  that  a  party  of 
speculators  should  make  money. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Briga dier-  Gen eral,  Comm andina. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  N.  0.,  March  23,  18C3. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

SIR  :  I  will  add  to  my  letters  of  this  date  some  considerations  on  the 
subject  of  the  blockade  running,  to  show  how  this  matter  of  private 
exportation  of  cotton  is  affecting  our  currency.  Vessels  owned  abroad 
come  in  with  cargo,  which  sells  for  nearly  $1,000,000  Confederate  cur 
rency,  and  for  $50,000  Confederate  currency  they  buy  a  load  of  cotton, 
as  much  as  they  can  carry,  to  take  back.  The  balance  of  proceeds  they 
can  afford  to  expend  for  exchange  and  gold  at  enormous  prices,  and 
still  make  a  handsome  profit.  Bach  vessel  that  comes  in  instead  of  pro 
ducing  the  effect  by  increase  of  supply  of  diminution  of  prices  actually 
increases  prices  and  the  current  value  of  gold.  I  can  illustrate  this  by 
an  example,  a  small  one,  but  showing  the  whole  business,  which  has 
come  to  my  knowledge :  A  man  brought  in  six  demijohns  of  gin,  which 
cost  him  in  Nassau'  $24.  He  sold  them  here  for  $900.  This  man  could 
afford  to  give  $9  for  $1  of  specie  in  gold,  which  he  did,  and  then  make 
$7G  profit,  a  good  business  for  a  common  sailor.  The  profits  made  by 
these  people  are  not  expended  here ;  they  are  invested  in  gold  and  abroad. 
Every  single  bale  of  cotton  that  goes  abroad  on  other  than  Government 
account  to  establish  Government  credit  abroad  does  us  injury  at  home. 
1  know  there  is  a  law  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  cotton.  I  am  not 
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aware  of  its  being-  repealed  on  the  statute  book.     Until  so  informed  I 
shall  not  permit  a  bale  to  be  shipped,  except  by  special  orders,  other 
than  Government  cotton. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  March  23,  1863. 
Col.  [L.  B.]  NORTHROP, 

Commissary -General,  Richmond,  Va. : 

COLONEL:  I  think  it  necessary  to  call  your  attention  to  the  accom 
panying  papers,*  not  for  any  purpose  of  complaint,  but  as  illustrating 
the  growing  scarcity,  and  especially  because,  in  my  opinion,  the  strong 
est  and  promptest  efforts  ought  to  be  made  to  furnish  the  forts  which 
guard  this  harbor  with  at  least  thirty  days'  rations,  to  be  kept  on  hand 
as  reserve,  the  daily  consumption  to  be  supplied  as  usual.  These  forts 
are  liable  to  be  attacked  at  any  time  and  may  become  isolated  without 
being  taken.  I  have  endeavored  ever  since  I  have  been  here  to  procure 
the  supply.  I  do  not  now  think  it  can  be  done  except  you  especially 
direct  it ;  at  any  rate,  unless  some  changes  be  made  in  the  rate  of  pro 
curing  meat. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier-  Genera 7,  Comm and.ing. 


HEADQUARTERS  FORCES  ON  BLACKWATER, 

March  24,  1863. 

GENERAL  :  I  have  made  inquiries  concerning  young  Ford,  as  yon  de 
sired.  There  is  only  one  of  that  name  in  the  Hampton  Legion — Stephen 
Ford,  from  Georgetown,  S.  C. 

Your  note  concerning  movements  on  the  Bappahannock  was  received 
yesterday.  I  confess  that  I  was  but  little  satisfied  with  the  affair,  even 
as  stated  by  our  papers.  I  regret  much  the  loss  of  Major  Pelham.  How 
ever,  we  must  accept  with  gratitude,  notwithstanding  our  loss,  the  indi 
cation  that  our  cavalry  will  fight  and  subject  themselves  to  severe  loss, 
L  e.,  what  would  be  termed  severe  for  them.  If  the  war  continues  much 
longer  we  will  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  better  to  use  our  cavalry 
on  occasion  even  against  infantry  on  the  battle-fields,  especially  after 
the  shock  of  infantry. 

I  was  very  greatly  disappointed  at  your  not  coining  at  the  time  of 
General  French's  visit.  I  sincerely  hope  and  think  it  important  that 
you  should  pay  a  visit  here.  I  am  working  hard  to  make  the  line  here 
impregnable,  and  in  ten  days  it  would  give  me  pleasure  to  receive  a  visit 
on  the  lower  part  of  my  line.  I  have  scouts  out  all  the  time  and  of 
course  get  numerous  and  conflicting  reports.  I  Beceived  yesterday  re 
ports  of  the  enemy's  forces  at  Suffolk  being  re-enforced  to  some  30,000, 
but  I  cannot  believe  that  they  can  exceed  at  an  outside  limit  20,000,  and 
think  15,000  will  cover  their  effective  force.  I  expect  to  get  more  pre 
cise  and  definite  intelligence  in  a  day  or  so.  The  sharpshooters  gave 
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Spear  and  his  crack  regiment  a  very  rough  handling  a  few  days  since, 
of  which  you  have  heard  by  General  French.  They  carried  off  four 
4-horse  ambulances  filled  with  wounded,  their  legs  hanging  out  in  front 
and  rear,  and  their  caisson-boxes  were  also  crowded  with  wounded  and 
a  number  also  on  horseback.  They  acknowledged  at  the  time  a  loss 
of  70.  I  would  like  your  judgment  of  the  two  following  plans  which  I 
have  matured  and  concluded  to  try  in  a  few  days  :  First,  to  move  out 
at  night  and  place  a  regiment  of  infantry  in  ambush  between  Carrsville 
and  Suffolk  and  a  regiment  in  ambush  where  the  South  Quay  road  in 
tersects  the  other  road  from  Carrsville  to  Suffolk,  and  move  out  with 
artillery  and  infantry  (some  three  or  four  regiments)  to  Councils  Cross- 
Roads,  to  support,  if  necessary,  and  try  and  annihilate  Spear's  regi 
ment;  then  follow  this  with  a  dash  of  Baker's  regiment  of  cavalry 
upon  the  enemy's  cavalry  camp  on  the  Windsor  road  (some  4  or  5  miles 
this  side  of  Suffolk),  moving  out  on  the  Windsor  road  with  all  the  forces 
I  can  spare  from  the  exposed  points  on  the  line  and  taking  a  strong 
position  beyond  Windsor,  give  them  battle  if  they  will  come  out  with 
their  forces.  I  am  anxious  to  have  the  other  companies  of  Baker's 
regiment  here  and  hope  you  will  not  replace  his  regiment  by  another, 
as  he  is  a  fine  officer, -and  with  his  absent  companies  I  think  I  could, 
after  breaking  up  Spear  with  infantry,  keep  the  enemy  close  in  Suf 
folk. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  JENKINS, 
Brigadier -General,  &c. 


HEADQUARTERS,  March  24,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  11.  HILL, 

Commanding^  &c.,  Goldsborough,  N.  C.  : 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  the  23d*  and  General  Garnett's  of  the  22d,* 
through  you,  are  received.  I  believe  that  I  understand  the  positions  of 
your  troops.  I  suppose  General  Kemper,  with  one  regiment  of  General 
Daniel's  brigade  and  one  of  Eansom's,  to  be  at  and  near  Kinston  ; 
Daniel's  brigade,  less  one  regiment,  at  Blount  Hall,  in  readiness  to 
threaten  New  Berne  or  support  you ;  Garnett  and  Pettigrew  to  operate 
against  Washington  if  practicable ;  if  not,  to  draw  off  supplies  for  our 
entire  army.  I  did  telegraph  to  stop  the  movement  of  Eansom's  brigade 
and  substitute  that  of  Kemper's,  but  I  afterward  suggested  that  it  would 
be  well  to  have  Ransom's  at  Goldsborough,  in  addition  to  the  others, 
that  you  might,  if  you  had  occasion  to  do  so,  threaten  New  Berne  while 
operating  against  Washington.  Eansom  is  not  necessary  at  Wilming 
ton  and  might  greatly  aid  .you  in  your  operations  by  strengthening  your 
force  at  Goldsborough  so  as  to  enable  you  to  seriously  threaten  New 
J3erne  in  case  that  garrison  should  be  disposed  to  succor  the  one  at 
Washington.  General  Whiting  has  been  ordered  to  send  Eansom  to 
you  should  you  call  for  him  for  this  purpose.  He  has  acknowledged 
the  receipt  of  the  order,  and  you  can  have  Eansom's  brigade  at  Golds- 
borough  it' you  will  telegraph  for  it. 

General  Garnett's  transportation  has  been  ordered  to  him  and  ought 
to  be  at  Tarborough  now  unless  it  has  been  detained  by  high  water, 
&c.  Great  results  depend  more  or  less  upon  the  rapidity  of  your  move 
ments.  I  am  likely  to  be  called  upon  for  Garnett's  and  Kemper's  bri- 
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gades  on  the  Eappahannock  at  any  moment,  but  think  that  the  enemy 
will  not  be  able  to  make  a  move  there  before  April  10.  I  hope  that  you 
may  be  able  to  reduce  the  garrisons  at  Washington  and  New  Berne 
before  that  time,  the  former  at  least.  If  you  deem  the  latter  not  ad 
visable,  return  the  two  brigades  of  General  Piekett's  division  as  soon 
as  you  have  accomplished  the  former  and  gotten  out  the  meat  supplies. 
I  do  not  expect  you  to  take  Washington,  of  course,  if  it  is  found  to  be 
more  difficult  than  you  anticipated.  Exercise  your  own  good  judgment 
in  the  matter.  The  important  question  is  to  draw  in  all  of  the  meat 
rations  that  can  be  had.  I  have  already  written  you  not  to  confine 
yourself  strictly  to  the  prices  fixed  by  the  Subsistence  Department  if 
you  find  that  a  higher  price  will  facilitate  your  operations.  Every 
vehicle  in  the  country  should  be  put  in  use  and  at  liberal  rates  of  trans 
portation  so  as  to  haul  in  supplies  for  our  armies.  I  wish  you  would 
advise  me  of  the  probable  quantity  of  meat  that  you  maybe  able  to  get 
as  soon  as  you  can  get  the  proper  data.  We  may  have  to  make  an 
advance  move  up  here  so  as  to  get  out  the  supplies  from  the  counties 
east  of  the  Chowan.  If  you  are  likely  to  get  enough  from  Hyde',  &c., 
the  latter  move  will  not  be  necessary.  I  hope  that  my  Whitworth  gun 
has  reached  you  ere  this.  The  party  is  tolerably  well  experienced  in 
the  use  of  it. 
I  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 

Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS,  March  24, 18C3. 
General  E.  E.  LEE,  Commanding,  &c. : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  report  of  Major  Moses  on 
the  subject  of  subsistence  for  our  armies.  He  has  just  returned  from 
a  tour  through  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  and  from  a  visit  to  the 
Commissary-General. ,  This  report  is  the  result  of  his  observations.  The 
particular  counties  referred  to  by  him  as  containing  abundant  supplies 
for  our  armies  are  now  in  the  enemy's  lines.  We  can  occupy  that  coun 
try  and  draw  the  supplies  out  with  another  division  of  my  old  corps,  but 
I  do  not  think  it  would  be  prudent  to  attempt  such  a  move  with  a  less 
force.  The  divisions  of  Generals  Pickett  and  Hood,  with  one  other  bri 
gade  (Davis'),  are  all  the  troops  that  I  can  command  for  this  service. 
The  enemy  has  at  Suffolk  and  in  supporting  distance  27,000  men — 
21,000  that  came  down  from  General  Hooker's  army  and  G,000  that  were 
at  Suffolk  before.  I  think  that  a  move  against  Suffolk  would  draw  off 
re-enforcements  from  General  Hooker's  army  unless  we  can  act  promptly 
enough  to  prevent  it.  I  submit  the  case  for  your  determination.  If 
we  can  supply  our  army  otherwise  the  expedition  should  not  be  made.* 
If  it  is  a  case  of  necessity  we  should  lose  no  time.  I  fear  that  our  ne 
cessities  may  be  exposed  by  the  expeditions  that  are  now  out  in  Eastern 
North  Carolina  for  the  same  purpose,  and  when  it  becomes  known  to 
the  enemy  he  will  make  a  great  effort  to  prevent  us  from  moving  to 
those  important  counties.  If  we  find  it  necessary  to  make  this  move  I 
desire  to  have  a  consultation  with  you  before  it  sets  out. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 

Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  March  25,  1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  LONGSTREET, 

Commanding,  Petersburg,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  Your  orders  to  send  off  Bausom's  brigade  to  report  to 
Major-General  Hill  have  been  received  and  carried  out.  Let  nie  hope 
that  the  removal  of  these  troops  is  only  temporary  and  that  they  may 
hereafter  be  assigned  to  me,  or  at  least  until  all  danger  of  attack  here 
is  past,  as  the  stationary  brigade  of  this  district.  There  certainly  should 
always  be  one  brigade  here;  in  my  opinion  more,  but  one  at  least.  This 
one,  about  3,000  strong,  takes  off  two-thirds  of  iny  available  force,  and 
all  that  is  disciplined  and  efficient.  I  place  but  little  reliance  on  Evans' 
brigade,  which  certainly  is  in  worse  condition  than  any  I  have  ever  seen. 
It  has  but  about  1,500  men  for  duty,  a  very  large  number  of  field  officers 
absent  or  under  arrest,  and  it  requires  careful  attention  and  strict  dis 
cipline  to  bring  it  to  the  efficiency  which  should  belong  to  troops  which 
have  been  so  long  in  the  service  as  they  have. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS,  March  25, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL,  Commanding  : 

GENERAL:  Your  letter  of  the  24th  is  received.  General  Garnett's 
transportation  started  from  here  some  ten  days  ago.  If  there  is  tele 
graphic  communication  between  this  and  Tarborough  I  wish  you  would 
keep  some  one  there  to  take  any  dispatches  that  we  may  have  to  send 
you.  If  there  is  not,  name  some  point  nearest  you  where  we  may  tele 
graph  you.  Spare  no  pains  to  haul  off  all  meats  that  you  may  be  able 
to  secure. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTKEET, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Fredericfaburg,  Va.,  March  27,  18G3. 
Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET,  Commanding,  &c. :    . 

GENERAL  :  I  received  by  the  last  mail  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant 
accompanying  the  report  of  Major  Moses  on  the  subject  of  subsistence 
to  be  obtained  in  North  Carolina.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  supplies 
in  that  State  are  necessary  for  the  subsistence  of  our  armies,  but  I  con 
sider  it  of  the  first  importance  to  draw  from  the  invaded  districts  every 
pound  of  provision  and  forage  we  can.  It  will  lighten  the  draught  from 
other  sections  and  give  relief  to  our  citizens.  As  to  the  force  necessary 
for  this  purpose  I  cannot  so  well  decide.  As  far  as  I  am  informed  the 
force  of  the  enemy  south  of  James  Eiver  and  north  of  the  Gape  Fear  is 
small.  It  can  be  re-enforced  speedily  from  the  troops  encamped  at 
Newport  News,  but  if  you  operate  discreetly,  concealing  your  move 
ments  and  only  occupying  the  country  from  which  you  are  drawing,  I 
think  much  maybe  done  before  your  purpose  is  discovered  and  time  be 
gained  to  develop  the  plans  of  the  enemy,  when  we  can  act  more  under- 
staudingly.  You  have  about  40,000  effective  men ;  the  enemy  can  bring 
out  no  more.  I  feel  assured  that  with  equal  numbers  you  can  go  where 
you  choose, 
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If  this  army  is  further  weakened  we  must  retire  to  the  line  of  the 
Annas  and  trust  to  a  battle  nearer  Eichinoud  for  the  defense  of  the  capi 
tal.  It  throws  open  a  broad  margin  of  our  frontier  and  renders  our 
railroad  communications  more  hazardous  and  more  difficult  to  secure. 
Unless,  therefore,  a  retrograde  movement  becomes  necessary  I  deem  it 
advantageous  to  keep  the  enemy  at  a  distance  and  trust  to  striking  him 
on  his  line  of  advance.  A  sudden,  vigorous  attack  on  Suffolk  would 
doubtless  give  you  that  place.  Of  the  propriety  of  this  step  you  can 
best  judge.  To  hold  it  you  must  control  the  navigation  of  the  Nanse- 
mond  or  the  troops  from  Newport  News  could  soon  be  thrown  upon 
you.  There  is  a  point  about  G  miles  below  Suffolk  where  we  once  had 
a  four- gun  battery  that  was  said  to  be  a  good  position,  and  other  points 
lower  down.  A  battery,  I  should  think,  would  also  have  to  be  just  be 
low  Smithneld  and  one  at  Manny's  Neck,  unless  there  is  some  better 
point  at  the  head  of  the  Chowau.  If  operations  in  that  quarter  should 
draw  re-enforcements  from  General  Hooker,  more  troops  could  be  spared 
from  this  army ;  but  I  hope  you  now  have  available  troops  in  North 
Carolina  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  Should  you  find  it  advisable  to 
have  a  personal  conference  with  me  at  any  time  I  will  be  happy  to  see 
you  here,  or  it  may  be  that  I  could  meet  you  in  Kichmond. 
I  am,  with  great  esteem,  very  truly,  yours, 

K.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


HEADQUARTERS,  March  27,  1863. 
General  E.  E.  LEE,  Frederiefaburg,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  A  gentleman,  professing  to  be  reliable,  informs  us  that  it 
has  been  determined  at  Washington  to  bring  the  Sixth  Army  Corps 
down  to  Suffolk  to  unite  with  the  Ninth.  I  send  you  this  that  your 
scouts  may  be  on  their  guard  and  report  such  movement  at  the  earliest 
moment.  I  expect  to  move  Hood's  division  down  toward  Surry  County 
in  a  few  days  and  to  run  my  line  across  from  the  Blackwater  to  the 
James,  or  to  some  of  the  streams  flowing  into  the  James.  My  line  will 
then  cut  the  Blackwater  at  some  point  near  Mayfield.  My  left  will  be 
somewhat  exposed  to  the  enemy's  iron-clads.  If  I  can  have  the  aid  of 
the  Navy  on  the  James  I  think  that  such  a  position  would  hold  the 
enemy  in  check  whatever  his  force  may  be.  I  do  not  expect  aid  from 
the  Navy  unless  you  can  get  it  for  me.  As  my  arrangements  should 
depend  very  much  on  your  plans  it  is  proper  that  I  should  advise  with 
you  and  ask  your  views.  The  new  position  will  throw  me  far  away 
from  you,  but  if  we  hope  to  draw  supplies  from  the  counties  east  of  the 
Chowan  I  think  it  indispensable. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 

Lieutenant- General. 

HEADQUARTERS, 

Blount  Hall,  N.  C.,  March  27,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Commanding  at  Greenville,  N.  C.  : 

GENERAL:  Major  Guion  furnished  me  with  his  map  and  report  of  the 
Contentnea  Creek.  I  ordered  Captain  Barrows,  Engineers,  as  soon  as 
he  reported  to  commence  immediately  to  lay  off  the  work  proposed,  and 
that  I  would  send  an  officer  and  working  party  to  execute  it.  Your  call 
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for  shovels  will  leave  ine  ooly  about  40  shovels.  I  send  all  the  picks  the 
quartermaster  has  here — only  4.  I  had  but  about  15  at  Kinston.  Have 
sent  an  order  to  Captain  Divine,  quartermaster,  for  100  shovels  and  20 
picks.  When  they  arrive  the  working  party  of  40  shovels  will  be  in 
creased  by  that  number,  and  the  work  here  will  go  on  as  laid  off  by  Cap 
tain  Barrows  and  Major  Guion.  Colonel  Washington,  with  his  regiment 
and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  took  up  a  position  on  Core  Creek  early 
Monday  morning.  He  found  it  impracticable  to  cross  the  artillery, 
and  sent  two  companies  and  a  detachment  of  Nethercutt's  over,  under 
Captain  Davis,  to  drive  in  their  pickets.  Captain  Davis  attacked  their 
pickets  in  about  8  miles  of  New  Berne,  killing  some  3  or  4.  He  reports 
after  this  Colonel  Washington  opened  with  artillery,  and  by  felling  trees 
and  other  noise  made  a  demonstration  of  building  the  bridge  and  cross 
ing  in  force.  About  night,  after  our  troops  had  withdrawn,  they  ran 
their  monitor  car  some  1  or  2  miles  from  their  picket  post  and  shelled 
the  woods  furiously,  but  did  not  venture  nearer  than  5  or  6  miles  of  the 
creek. 

Yery  respectfully,  &c., 

JUNTOS  DANIEL, 

Brigadier-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg,  Va.,  March  27,  1863. 
General  W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Commanding,  Wilmington,  N.  C.  : 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  the  25th  is  received.  General  Bansoin's 
brigade  is  only  temporarily  at  Goldsborough.  It  will  return  to  you  as 
soon  as  General  Hill  can  draw  out  the  subsistence  stores  in  the  eastern 
counties.  During  the  absence  of  Daniel's  and  Pettigrew's  brigades  from 
Goldsborough  it  is  thought  the  brigade  of  General  Bansom  can  be  well 
employed  in  protecting  the  railroad  at  Goldsborough,  and  at  the  same 
time  give  quite  effectual  protection  to  Wilmington  by  threatening  New 
Berne  in  case  of  a  movement  from  there  against  Wilmington.  General 
Evans  reported  his  brigade  3,500  strong  when  here  a  few  days  ago.  I 
hope  that  you  are  doing  well  in  your  labors.  The  Postmaster-General 
promised  me  a  few  days  ago  to  put  Fort  Caswell  in  telegraphic  commu 
nication  with  your  headquarters. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

<     JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS, 

Weldon,  N~.  C.,  March  28,  1863—8  p.  in. 
Lieutenant-General  LONGSTREET, 

Comdg.  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  : 
GENERAL  :  I  am  this  moment  in  receipt  of  an  order  by  courier  from. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  copy  of  which  order  I  annex.  Three  companies 
of  my  regiment  (D,  E,  F)  are  on  detached  service,  under  Lieut.  Col. 
[John  E.]  Brown,  and  have  been  on  the  Chowan  Biver.  On  the  23d 
and  24th  they  fought  the  enemy,  official  report  of  which  engagement  I 
sent  to  General  Hill's  headquarters  to-day.  Subsequently  Colonel 
Brown  notified  me  by  courier  that  the  enemy  were  coming  up  Boanoke 
Biver  in  force  to  get  in  his  rear  and  thus  cut  off  his  command,  and  that 
he  had  fallen  back  10  miles  this  side  of  Colerain,  and  asking  for  re- 
60  R  R— VOL  xvni 
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enforcements.  I  had  ordered  two  companies  to  march  at  daylight  to 
his  assistance  when  I  received  orders  from  General  Hill  to  move  to 
Hamilton.  My  men  were  being  drilled  at  the  32-pounder  guns  (mounted) 
and  officers  were  being  made  acquainted  with  the  topography  of  the 
country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

GEO.  0.  GIBBS, 
Colonel  Forty-second  North  Carolina  Regt.,  Comdg.  Post. 

[Inclosure.] 

GREENVILLE,  N.  0.,  March  27, 1863. 
Col.  GEORGE  0.  GIBBS,  Forty-second  North  Carolina  : 

COLONEL  :  The  reports  from  our  scouts  indicate  an  advance  upon 
Hamilton.  I  wish  you  to  move  down  there  immediately,  and  if  neces 
sary  call  on  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brown  to  aid  yon.  I  have  written  to 
Lieutenant-General  Longstreet  to  guard  Weldon  during  your  absence. 
Hamilton  must  be  held  at  all  hazards. 
Eespectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major- General. 


FREDERICKSBURG,  YA.,  March  28,  1863. 
General  JAMES  LONGSTREET  : 

General  W.  E.  Jones  reports  the  Ninth  Corps  (Burnside's)  started 
West  last  Sunday  by  the  Pennsylvania  Central  and  Baltimore  and  Ohio, 
supposed  for  Kentucky.  Are  the  troops  still  at  Newport  News  ? 

E.  E.  LEE. 

[Indorsement.] 

Eespectfully  referred  to  Major-General  French,  with  request  that  he 
direct  his  scouts  to  be  more  particular  and  minute  in  reports. 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  FORCES  ON  BLACKWATER, 

t  March  28,  1863. 

GENERAL:  I  returned  yesterday  from  a  visit  to  Broadwater  Bridge, 
&c.  I  met  General  Corse  at  Ivor,  and  we  rode  over  the  whole  neigh 
borhood  and  line  together.  Upon  close  examination  of  the  country  he 
concluded  to  take  position  with  his  brigade  at  Tucker  Swamp  Church, 
about  1J  miles  from  Ivor,  putting  one  regiment  near  Broadwater  Bridge 
to  picket  that  point  and  Proctor's  Bridge,  and  send  a  guard  of  four  men 
each  to  Wall's  and  Birch  Island  Bridges.  Another  regiment  at  my  re 
quest  he  placed  a  mile  from  his  headquarters  toward  Seacock  Swamp, 
to  cover  and  picket  Joiner's  Ford.  This  arrangement,  in  my  judgment, 
renders  the  line  of  Blackwater  perfectly  secure.  My  reason  for  desiring 
him  to  picket  Joiner's  Ford  was  that  it  was  a  very  critical  point  to  his 
position,  and  that  while  I  picketed  it,  Seacock  Swamp  being  difficult  to 
cross  even  with  the  bridge,  might  prevent  supports  to  the  picket  arriv 
ing  in  time ;  also  if  he  moved  either  up  or  down  he  would  gather  his 
brigade  as  he  went,  and  thus  would  have  all  the  advantages  of  concen 
tration. 
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At  the  present  season  there  is  110  crossing  the  Blackwater  with  facility 
between  Blackwater  Bridge  (a  very  uncertain  one)  and  Wall's  Bridge, 
sooie  20  miles  up.  I  would  therefore  suggest  that  instead  of  increasing 
the  force  at  Ivor  you  place  a  brigade  near  Wakefield,  when,  by  crossing 
at  Birch  Island  Bridge  and  taking  by  Cypress  Creek,  they  cover  be 
tween  the  Blackwater  and  James  Eivers  by  a  short  line  and  give  us 
time  to  concentrate  and  cut  oft'  any  small  force  or  to  attack  in  flank 
and  rear  any  large  one  moving  from  Suffolk.  After  passing  by  Proc 
tor's  Bridge  an  enemy  would  not  cross  the  Blackwater  in  moving  upon 
Petersburg,  as  the  river  trends  westward  toward  Petersburg. 

I  would  like  to  move  forward  the  cavalry  picket  now  along  Cypress 
Creek  and  make  a  line  across  from  Broadwater  or  Proctor's  Bridge  to 
the  head  of  Pagan  Creek,  which  runs  by  Smithfield  to  the  James"  and 
is  impassable.  I  would  have  some  14  miles  of  open  country  to  picket 
and  far  enough  in  advance  to  get  information  to  a  force  at  Wakefield, 
near  Birch  Island  Bridge,  and  to  get  my  command  ready  to  attack  the 
flank.  I  think  it  important  to  have  a  force  to  check  any  movement  in 
that  direction,  as  the  river  is  difficult  of  crossing  at  this  season.  I  think 
that  the  picket  line  across  to  Pagan  Creek  would  answer  much  better 
than  the  one  at  Cypress  Creek,  as  the  latter  is  so  much  to  my  rear.  I 
hope  you  may  be  able  to  come  down,  as  I  think  you  will  be  able  to  give 
me  many  points,  and  I  think  you  will  like  the  line  of  defense  I  have 
marked  out  and  suggested  above. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

M.  JENKINS, 
Brigadier-  General. 

P.  S. — Do  you  get  Northern  papers  regularly  ? 


PETERSBURG,  Ya.,  March  29,  1863. 
General  W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Wilmington,  AT.  C.  : 

Have  Kansoin's  brigade,  including  his  battery,  at  Goldsborough. 

JAMES  LONGSTKEET, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS,  March  29,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL,  Commanding,  &c.: 

GENERAL  :  Your  dispatches  of  the  21st  are  received.  We  have  a  re 
port  that  1,000  infantry  have  passed  down  to  Edenton.  It  is  probably 
the  force  that  is  strengthening  Plymouth.  I  wish  you  would  send  a 
regiment  of  cavalry  into  Bertie  if  you  have  not  already  done  so.  Gen 
eral  Eansom  was  placed  at  your  disposal  some  time  ago,  and  I  believe 
that  he  is  now  at  Goldsborough.  As  it  is  possible  that  he  may  not  be, 
I  will  telegraph  General  Whiting  to  send  him  at  once.  I  shall  send 
Major  Sorrel  out  to  join  Colonel  Gibbs  with  special  instructions.  I 
think  that  I  can  cut  off  any  move  against  Weldon  by  a  force  from  Frank 
lin.  I  send  Colonel  Alexander  down  to  examine  into  our  ordnance 
arrangements,  ammunition  particularly. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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PETERSBURG,  YA.,  March  29, 1863. 
General  E.  E.  LEE,  Fredericksburg,  Va. : 

The  troops  are  reported  at  Suffolk  and  Newport  News  still. 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


PETERSBURG,  YA.,  March  29,  1863. 
Lieutenant-General  LONGSTREET  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  had  many  reports  informing  me  that  all  or  a  part 
of  Burnside's  army  corps  was  in  Suffolk.  New  York  Herald  (20th  and 
21st)  says  Burnside  was  at  Fortress  Monroe.  Same  paper  of  24th  in 
stant  has  a  dispatch  from  Cincinnati  (23d)  saying  Burnside  was  expected 
there  to-morrow  (24th).  On  the  24th  instant  it  is  announced  that  he 
had  gone  West  to  relieve  General  H.  G.  Wright,  whose  nomination  was 
not  confirmed.  Nothing  is  said  about  troops.  The  troops  that  were 
sent  to  Suffolk  are  still  there,  and  had  any  large  number  been  embarked 
near  Newport  News  I  think  I  would  have  been  advised  of  it.  It  may 
be  that  General  Jones  is  mistaken  about  the  Ninth  Army  Corps.  I  am 
having  chills  or  I  would  come  and  see  you.  I  will  write  to  the  Black- 
water  to  endeavor  to  find  out  if  anything  can  be  learned  in  regard  to 
the  matter. 

Yours,  truly, 

S.  G.  FEENCH, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS,  March  30, 1863. 
General  E.  E.  LEE, 

Commanding,  Fredericksburg,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  The  troops  have  left  Newport  News ;  embarked  on  Friday 
and  Saturday  5  supposed  to  have  gone  to  North  Carolina.  My  inform 
ant  says  they  sailed  for  North  Carolina. 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS,  March  30,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL,  Greenville,  N.  C.  : 

I  have  just  learned  that  the  force  at  Newport  News  has  sailed  for 
the  coast  of  North  Carolina.  They  embarked  on  Friday  and  Saturday, 
probably  12,000. 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS,  March  30,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL,  Commanding,  &c.: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  just  received  information  that  the  troops  at  New 
port  News  have  sailed ;  it  is  supposed  to  be  for  North  Carolina.  They 
left  Friday  and  Saturday.  I  presume  that  your  move  is  discovered  and 
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the  enemy  has  had  time  to  discover  it.    The  force  gone  south  is  prob 
ably  10,000 ;  possibly  more.    If  your  information  corroborates  this  you 
will  probably  be  obliged  to  act  on  the  defensive.    Advise  me  as  soon 
as  possible,  that  I  may  be  duly  informed. 
Most  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg,  Va.,  March  30,  1863. 
General  W.  H.  C.  WHITING,  Wilmington,  N.  C.  : 

GENERAL  :  My  scout  reports  that  the  enemy's  force  from  Newport 
News  embarked  on  Friday  and  Saturday  for  the  coast  of  North  Caro 
lina.  I  presume  that  this  is  true,  and  that  the  re- enforcements  may 
have  gone  to  New  Berne.  I  advise  you  that  you  may  caution  your 
scouts  to  be  particular  and  keep  you  advised.  This  force  of  the  enemy 
has  been  drawn  off  by  the  operations  of  General  Hill,  I  presume. 
I  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg,  Va.,  March  30,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  EANSOM,  [Jr.J,  Goldsborough,  N.  C.: 

GENERAL  :  General  Whiting  has  been  ordered  to  send  your  battery 
to  you,  and  if  you  find  that  your  field  officers  are  likely  to  be  wanted 
with  their  regiments  .you  can  telegraph  him  to  send  them  to  you.  If 
you  find  yourself  the  senior  officer,  take  charge  of  the  defense  of  Golds- 
borough  and  the  railroad.  If  you  are  not  the  senior,  report  to  the  officer 
who  is.  The  command  at  Goldsborough  will  also  look  to  the  protection 
of  Wilmington,  the  latter  being  the  essential  point;  but  a  force  at  Golds- 
borough  threatening  New  Berne  ought  to  prevent  any  advance  from 
that  point  against  Wilmington.  I  have  just  been  informed  that  the 
enemy  has  embarked  his  force  from  Newport  News  for  the  coast  of 
North  Carolina.  If  this  is  the  case — and  I  have  good  reason  to  believe 
it — the  force  is  intended  to  re-enforce  New  Berne.  This  will  give  the 
enemy  an  additional  force  of  10,000  or  12,000.  He  will  not  be  able  to 
begin  any  operations,  however,  until  you  can  be  advised.  If  the  re- 
eiiforceineuts  arrive  at  New  Berne  you  must  have  General  Hill  advised 
of  it  in  due  time. 

I  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — The  troops  from  Newport  News  embarked  on  Friday  and  Sat 
urday. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

March  30,  1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Petersburg,  Va. : 

GENERAL  :  One  of  our  scouts  reports,  under  date  of  29th  instant, 
that  he  was  in  Washington  and  Baltimore  the  first  of  last  week,  and 
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that  Burnside's  corps  left  Newport  News  at  that  time  for  the  West. 
He  does  not  state  whether  the  information  was  derived  from  his  own 
observation  or  from  others.  The  New  York  Times  of  the  25th  and  the 
Washington  Chronicle  of  the  26th  state  that  Burnside  was  in  Cincin 
nati  on  the  24th  and  is  charged  with  the  defense  of  Kentucky,  but  do 
not  mention  his  troops.  Can  you  not  ascertain  definitely  whether  these 
statements  are  correct? 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg,  Va.,.  March  30,  1863. 
General  E.  E.  LEE,  Commanding: 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  the  25th  instant  is  received.  My  letter  for 
warding  report  of  Major  Drummond  was  very  carelessly  written.  The 
report  was  sent  merely  to  indicate  the  movement  of  the  enemy,  not  that 
I  gave  any  credit  to  the  reported  strength.  I  thought  that  my  desire  to 
move  in  the  direction  of  Suffolk  would  indicate  to  you  that  I  put  no 
faith  in  the  report  of  numbers.  There  are  no  particular  advantages 
in  giving  battle  at  Suffolk,  except  that  we  might  do  so  by  rapid  move 
ments,  with  a  greater  force  than  the  enemy  could  have.  This  to  me 
would  be  a  novelty  and  something  of  a  luxury.  I  am  quite  satisfied 
that  the  enemy  could  be  drawn  from  his  intrenchments  by  threatening 
his  rear.  Then,  with  a  superior  force,  we  ought  to  get  the  entire  force 
this  side  of  Norfolk.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  enemy  will  advance  from 
Suffolk  with  a  view  to  give  battle  unless  this  force  is  very  greatly  re 
duced.  In  that  event  he  will  have  a  short  and  not  very  difficult  route  to 
Eichmoud.  I  cannot  well  concentrate  from  North  Carolina,  as  the  enemy 
has  a  force  of  10,000  at  New  Berne,  a  considerable  force  at  Washington 
and  Plymouth.  With  his  facilities  for  transportation  he  can  move  his 
troops,  and,  aided  by  his  gunboats,  move  against  any  portion  of  our  rail 
road  ;  besides,  I  am  obliged  to  keep  all  the  spare  troops  in  the  field 
hauling  in  bacon  and  other  supplies.  I  think  it  utterly  impossible  for 
the  enemy  to  move  against  your  position  until  the  roads  are  sufficiently 
dry  for  him  to  move  around  you  and  turn  your  position.  By  re-enforcing 
here  we  might  destroy  the  enemy  and  get  our  forces  together  again  in 
time  to  resist  him  at  the  Eappahannock.  But  if  we  succeed  in  destroy 
ing  him  here  and  have  to  retire  to  the  Annas  before  we  can  give  him'a 
general  battle  we  will  accomplish  a  great  deal  and  really  have  the 
enemy  in  a  better  position  for  our  operations  than  the  one  he  now  oc 
cupies.  We  can  cross  the  Blackwater  at  any  point,  as  we  still  hold  both 
banks  of  the  river.  It  is  a  very  strong  defensive  line,  but  can  be  turned 
as  soon  as  the  roads  become  dry  enough  for  the  enemy  to  move  up  the 
James  Eiver  with  his  fleet  and  army;  but  I  think  that  a  very  strong 
offensive  and  defensive  position  could  be  taken  by  letting  the  line  cut 
the  Blackwater  and  rest  its  left  flank  on  the  James,  but  this  would  re 
quire  some  aid  on  the  part  of  our  Navy  in  order  to  strengthen  our  left 
flank. 

I  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET. 

Lieutenant  General. 

P.  S. — I  have  just  received  intelligence  by  one  of  my  scouts  that  the 
enemy  sailed  on  Friday  and  Saturday  from  Newport  News  for  the  coast 
of  North  Carolina.  In  arranging  our  forces  to  protect  supply  trains 
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into  the  eastern  counties  of  North  Carolina  we  had  hoped  to  make  a  di 
version  upon  New  Berne  and  surprise  the  garrison  at  Washington.  The 
high  waters  have  washed  away  the  bridges  and  detained  us  a  week, 
and  it  is  probable  that  the  enemy  has  discovered  our  movements.  It  is 
possible,  however,  that  this  force  may  have  returned  to  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  March  30,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Commanding,  Wilmington,  N.  C. : 

GENERAL  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  23d  instant  I  have  the  honor 
to  say  that  it  is  not  perceived  how  prices  are  increased  by  the  export  of 
cotton.  As  necessaries,  to  some  extent  at  least,  are  brought  in  in  re 
turn,  the  trade  ought  to  diminish  the  prices  5  but  apart  from  this  the 
existing  law  allows  the  export,  and  the  Department  is  not  authorized, 
except  under  military  exigencies,  to  obstruct  or  stop  the  trade. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Swift  Creek,  Va.,  March  31,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Commanding  at  Cross-Roads  : 

GENERAL:  Your  letter  of  this  date,  directing  me  to  march  with  all 
my  force  to  Yankee  Hall,  has  been  received.  I  will  move  early  to-morrow 
with  [William  A.]  Owens7  [Fifty-third  North  Carolina]  and  [Thomas  S.] 
Kenan's  [Forty-third  North  Carolina]  regiments  by  way  of  the  cross 
roads.  Col.  [E.  C.]  Brabble,  [Thirty-second  North  Carolina],  with  the 
other  troops,  will  inarch  directly  across,  and  I  presume  will  be  able  to 
reach  there  to-morrow  night.  1  learn  from  Lieutenant  Barrington  that 
Yankee  Hall  is  on  the  Tar  Eiver,  7  miles  above  Washington.  I  will 
write  to  Kemper  immediately. 
Very  respectfully, 

JUNIUS  DANIEL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


RICHMOND  AND  DANVILLE  E.  E.,  PRESIDENT'S  OFFICE, 

Richmond,  Va.,  March  31,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

SIR  :  I  regret  to  have  to  report  to  you  that  the  condition  of  this  road 
is  such  as  to  make  it  indispensable  that  there  should  be  at  least  5  miles 
of  iron  procured  for  it.  There  are  between  4  and  5  miles  of  road  at 
Amelia  Court-House  that  is  unsafe  and  cannot  be  rendered  safe  with 
out  it  is  laid  with  new  rail.  With  the  exception  of  that  portion  of  the 
road  we  may  continue  to  run  it,  with  great  .care  and  caution,  for  some 
time  to  come.  No  caution  or  care  can  make  safe  the  portion  of  the 
track  above  referred  to.  We  have  had  various  and  frequent  accidents, 
caused  by  the  condition  of  that  part  of  the  road,  and,  being  unable  to 
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procure  iron,  I  am  driven  with  great  reluctance  to  appeal  to  the  Gov 
ernment  for  help.  The  old  iron  now  on  the  track  is  the  flat  bar,  which 
we  will  exchange  with  the  Government,  yard  for  yard,  for  T  or  U  rail, 
we  paying  for  the  difference  in  weight  it'  the  Government  can  furnish 
the  new  iron.  I  know  very  well  tlie  difficulty  that  it  will  have  to  en 
counter  in  order  to  furnish  this  road  with  the  iron  asked  for,  but  it  has 
become  indispensable  to  the  continued  use  of  the  road,  in  my  judgment 
and  that  of  the  superintendent,  and,  it  not  being  possible  for  us  to  get 
the  iron,  no  alternative  is  left  but  to  appeal  to  the  Government  for  aid. 
Without  the  use  of  this  road  I  do  not  see  how  the  necessary  transpor 
tation  for  the  army  can  be  done,  and  it  therefore  becomes  my  duty  to 
apprise  you  of  its  condition.  The  constant  increase  of  prices  paid  in 
the  Government  shops  for  mechanics  makes  it  impossible  for  us  to  pro 
cure  and  keep  machinists  enough  to  keep  in  repair  our  rolling-stock. 
That  and  the  deterioration  of  the  track  for  want  of  material  presents  a 
gloomy  condition  and  calls  for  some  action  on  its  part.  Every  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  management  of  the  road  has  been  made  and  will  be 
continued  to  enable  it  to  answer  the  calls  made  on  it  by  the  Govern 
ment  and  community.  I  beg  that  you  will  give  this  matter  your  early 
and  serious  attention,  as  the  exigency  does  not  admit  of  delay. 
Eespectfully, 

LEWIS  E.  HABVIE, 

President, 

[Indorsement.] 

ENGINEER  BUREAU,  April  7, 1863. 

Eespectfully  returned  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War. 
The  condition  of  the  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad,  as  represented, 
seems  to  demand  that  a  portion  of  the  iron  taken  from  other  roads  (if  it 
be  decided  to  take  it)  should  be  applied  to  its  wants.  The  removal  of 
the  rail  from  the  York  River  road  is  now  in  progress,  and  it  is  hoped 
some  will  soon  be  obtained  from  the  Korfolk  and  Petersburg  road.  In 
exchange  for  good  iron  the  Government  should  have  an  amount  of  worn 
iron  equivalent  in  value. 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
Colonel  of  Engineers  and  Chief  of  Bureau. 


Abstract  from  Field  Return  of  Troops,  Maj.  Gen.  Arnold  Elzey  commanding,  for  April  1, 
1863  (headquarters  Richmond,  Va.}. 
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RICHMOND,  VA.,  April  1,  1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET: 

The  enemy  have  abandoned  Newport  News.  Burnside,  with  his  corps 
(the  Ninth),  passed  through  Baltimore  a,  few  days  since  to  re-enforce 
Rosecrans.  Other  troops  have  been  sent  from  Hooker's  army  into  Ten 
nessee.  One  iron-clad  reported  at  the  mouth  of  the  James  River.  The 
above  may  be  relied  on. 

ARNOLD  ELZEY, 

Major- General. 


HAMILTON,  N.  C.,  April  1,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL,  Commanding,  &c.  : 

GENERAL  :  Colonel  Lamb  started  this  morning  five  of  his  companies 
in  the  direction  of  Plymouth  for  a  reconnaissance,  and  I  propose  to  join 
them  with  him  to-morrow.  It  will  probably,  however,  be  unnecessary 
to  send  this  force  any  distance  down  the  river,  as  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Towns,  with  four  companies,  is  to-night  reported  as  having  just  re 
turned  from  within  1J  miles  of  Plymouth.  The  force  there  is  said  to 
be  unchanged  and  no  evidences  of  a  movement  in  the  direction  of  Wei- 
don.  Colonel  Gibbs  is  now  sending  over  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brown 
to  ascertain  if  his  position  is  the  same  and  if  any  movements  have  taken 
place  in  his  front.  I  have  been  to-day  expecting  to  hear  your  guns  at 
Washington  but  have  heard  nothing.  The  force  at  Plymouth  is  re 
ported  800  men  and  two  gunboats. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOXLEY  SORREL, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  »  ADJT.  AND  INSPECTOR  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

No.  34.  j  Richmond,  Va.,  April  1,  1863. 

####### 

II.  The  geographical  limits  of  the  command  of  Lieutenant-General 
Long-street,  embracing  the  defenses  of  Richmond  and  extending  south 
to  include  the  State  of  North  Carolina — the  whole  under  the  supervision 
and  general  direction  of  General  R.  E.  Lee — will  be  divided  into  three 
military  departments,  as  follows :  All  north  of  the  James  River  for  the 
defense  of  Richmond  will  constitute  the  Department  of  Richmond,  under 
Major-General  Elzey,  headquarters  Richmond;  all  that  portion  of  Vir 
ginia  south  of  the  James  River  and  east  of  the  county  of  Powhatan  will 
constitute  the  Department  of  Southern  Virginia,  under  Major-Geueral 
French,  headquarters  at  some  central  point  near  Blackwater ;  the  State 
of  North  Carolina  will  constitute  the  Department  of  North  Carolina, 
under  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  headquarters  Goldsborough. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

By  order : 

S.  COOPER,      . 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

April  2,  1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Commanding  Corps,  Petersburg,  Va.: 

GENERAL  :  Your  letters  of  29th  and  30th  ultimo  have  been  received. 
I  fear  that  the  enemy,  by  propagation  of  consistent  falsehood  and  per 
sistent  reports  of  intended  advance,  are  deceiving  us,  and  that  while 
acting  on  the  defensive  on  the  Eappahannock  and  Blackwater  they  may 
be  re-enforcing  their  armies  west,  with  a  view  to  offensive  operations.  I 
do  not  think  Burnside's  corps  is  in  North  Carolina  but  In  Kentucky  $ 
all  the  information  that  I  get  confirms  the  truth  of  this.  General  Burn- 
side  reached  Cincinnati  on  the  24th  and  has  assumed  command  of  the 
Department  of  the  Ohio.  His  corps  is  intended  to  operate  in  Kentucky, 
where  their  papers  state  that  a  large  rebel  force  is  expected.  It  may  be 
intended,  however,  that  it  shall  re-enforce  Kosecrans.  You  are,  at  any 
rate,  relieved  of  half  the  force  that  has  been  opposed  to  you.  You  will 
therefore  be  strong  enough  to  make  any  movement  that  you  may  con 
sider  advisable;  but,  as  stated  in  former  letters,  so  long  as  the  enemy 
choose  to  remain  on  the  defensive  and  covered  by  their  infrenchments 
and  floating  batteries  I  fear  you.  can  accomplish  but  little,  except  to 
draw  provisions  from  the  invaded  districts.  If  you  can  accomplish  this 
it  will  be  of  positive  benefit.  I  leave  the  whole  matter  to  your  good 
judgment.  If  your  troops  cannot  be  advantageously  employed  in  North 
Carolina  they  will  be  very  useful  here,  for  unless  General  Hooker  soon 
takes  the  aggressive  I  must  endeavor  to  operate  to  draw  him  out.  All 
the  reports  of  our  scouts  and  citizens  north  of  the  Eappahannock  show 
that  they  are  impressed  with  the  belief  that  he  will  advance  against  us 
so  soon  as  the  weather  and  roads  permit.  Several  periods  in  the  past 
month  were  appointed  by  him  to  advance,  and  in  every  case  he  was  pre 
vented  by  storms. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  very  truly,  yours, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Greenville,  N.  C.,  April  2, 1863—8  p.  in. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Commanding  at  Kinston,  N.  C.  : 

GENERAL:  Your  dispatch  to  General  Pettigrew  and  myself  has  been 
received.  I  will  move  to  Hookerton  to-morrow  morning.  The  rifle 
4.62-inch  and  32-pounder  gun  and  ammunition,  and  a  good  deal  of  other 
ammunition,  I  understood,  had  been  removed  to  Tarborough  before  my 
arrival  here.  I  have  sent  an  officer  to  Tarborough  to  remove  the  rifle 
gun  to  Falkland;  the  32-pounder  I  presume  you  prefer  having  at  Tar 
borough.  Colonel  Brabble  is  at  Taft's  Cross- Eoads  with  two  pieces  of 
[  J.  B.]  Starrs'  battery.  I  have  directed  him  to  move  to  this  point  at  day 
break.  He  will  be  left  here,  and  I  would  prefer  his  keeping  the  two 
pieces  of  artillery  with  him  until  the  rifle  gun  is  in  position.  If  you  do 
not  object  to  it  I  think  it  would  be  well  for  him  to  keep  these  pieces 
with  him  as  long  as  he  remains.  I  will  leave  them  until  I  hear  from 
you.  Please  let  me  know  in  your  next  if  he  can  keep  them.  The  rifle 
gun  will  be  in  position  to-morrow  evening,  Major  Haskell  thinks.  Upon 
tho  receipt  of  your  three  notes  directing  me  to  be  ready  to  move  to  the  as 
sistance  of  General  Eansom  I  sent  the  different  battery  commanders  to 
examine  the  ammunition  here  and  was  informed  that  it  was  not  suited 
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to  field  guns — that  most  of  it  was  ammunition  that  had  been  missent. 
As  it  was  utterly  impossible  for  me  to  remove  the  commissary  stores 
and  this  ammunition,  and  be  in  a  condition  to  go  to  the  assistance  of 
General  Eansom,  I  concluded  it  would  be  best  to  send  the  ammunition 
to  Tarborough.  My  transportation  is  so  limited  that  it  is  with  much 
difficulty  that  I  can  feed  my  troops  when  moving  about  unless  hard 
bread  is  the  issue.  I  hope,  general,  that  this  disposition  will  meet  with 
your  approval,  as  the  ammunition  is  not,  I  understand,  suited  for  field 
guns,  and  had  I  removed  it  and  the  commissary  stores  1  would  not  have 
been  ready  for  two  days  or  more  to  have  gone  to  the  assistance  of  Gen 
eral  Eansom.  Colonel  Eerebee  I  presume  you  wish  to  remain  here  until 
he  hears  from  you,  as  I  understand  from  General  Eobertson  that  you 
informed  him  that  he  would  be  sent  to  the  Blackwater  when  he  left  here. 
I  have  heard  nothing  from  him  since  the  dispatch  I  forwarded  you 
stating  that  he  had  been  informed  by  citizens  that  there  were  a  good 
many  wagons  in  Washington  and  some  4,000  or  5,000  troops,  and  he 
thought  they  would  march  somewhere  to-day.  I  will,  unless  I  receive 
further  instructions,  encamp  in  the  vicinity  of  Hookerton  to-morrow 
night. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JUNIUS  DANIEL, 

Brigadier-  General. 

There  has  been  no  movement  on  the  Washington  road  since  day  be 
fore  yesterday. 


HEADQUARTERS  GARNETT'S  COMMAND, 
Two  miles  from  Washington,  N.  (7.,  April  2,  1863. 
[Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL:] 

GENERAL  :  I  have  directed  the  engineer  officer  (Lieutenant  Stevens) 
to  proceed  to  build  the  bridge  immediately  (he  has  charge  of  the  pon- 
toneers  sent  with  Colonel  Singeltary),  and  he  is  now  engaged  on  that 
work.  He  reported  to  me  in  person  and  I  impressed  upon  him  to  use 
all  possible  dispatch.  You  state  in  one  of  your  dispatches  that  General 
Daniel  has  been  sent  to  my  assistance.  Please  let  me  know  what  dis 
position  you  wish  made  of  his  troops.  If  you  apprehend  that  re-en 
forcements  will  be  sent  from  Plymouth  he  had  better  be  ordered  in  that 
direction,  I  should  think,  unless  you  design  that  he  shall,  in  concert 
with  me,  assault  Washington.  I  do  not  understand  what  your  partic 
ular  plans  are.  I  would  be  glad  to  act  under  your  personal  directions, 
if  that  can  be  done  consistent  with  your  judgment. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  GAENETT, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  GARNETT'S  COMMAND, 

Near  Washington,  N.  (7.,  April  2,  1863. 
[Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL:] 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  two  dis 
patches  from  you.  I  very  much  regret  that  my  communications  to  you 
should  have  been  so  irregular  as  well  as  late  in  reaching  you.  I  did 
not  know  where  you  would  establish  your  headquarters  or  the  arrange 
ment  made  of  the  line  of  couriers  to  communicate  with  you.  I  sent  two 
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messengers  to  Swann's  Point,  who  returned  and  reported  they  could 
find  no  means  of  crossing.  This  occasioned  considerable  delay.  My 
forces  are  in  front  of  and  below  the  town.  I  deemed  these  the  best 
positions  to  threaten  the  enemy  and  prevent  his  escape.  My  battery 
(four  smooth-bores)  is  from  half  to  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  ene 
my's  works.  I  have  not  yet  opened,  because  the  guns  are  partially 
concealed,  and  the  Yankees  can  concentrate  on  my  artillery  from  ten  to 
twelve  guns  of  superior  metal,  some,  if  not  all,  rifled  pieces.  It  is  im 
possible  to  contend  successfully  with  smooth-bores  against  guns  in 
trenched  and  of  superior  range. 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions  to  look  well  to  my  rear  and 
strongly  guard  the  William  ston,  Jamestown,  and  Plymouth  roads,  I 
have  placed  Colonels  Washington  and  Singeltary  on  these  routes.  This 
leaves  me  an  infantry  force  but  slightly  superior  to  that  of  the  enemy,  as 
far  as  I  can  learn  from  careful  inquiry.  The  Yankee  works  are  strongly 
constructed,  with  artillery  to  sweep  the  front  and  enfilade  the  ditch 
extending  along  the  whole  line,  12  feet  wide  and  from  4  to  5  feet  deep. 
The  fallen  timber  in  advance  of  the  line  of  fortification,  within  range 
of  canister  and  grape,  makes  the  construction  of  rifle-pits  almost  im 
possible.  I  have  no  evidence  that  the  enemy  has  been  demoralized  by 
our  presence,  there  having  been  no  desertions  or  messages  from  them. 
I  therefore  infer  they  will  make  a  good  resistance  if  attacked.  I  will 
look  into  the  practicability  of  using  cotton  bales  as  you  suggest.  I  am 
truly  anxious  to  forward  your  views,  but  I  am  satisfied  that  without 
long-range  artillery  to  silence  the  enemy's  batteries  I  cannot  assail  the 
town  without  great  sacrifice  of  men,  with  doubtful  hope  of  success. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  B.  GABNETT, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — I  have  made  arrangements  to  send  you  couriers  by  a  shorter 
route.  Please  order  the  arrangements  to  be  completed  on  your  side  of 
the  river. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Ivor,  Va.,  April  2,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL,  Commanding,  &c.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  think  that  the  force  recently  at  Newport  News  has  gone 
West,  except  the  re-enforcements  left  at  Suffolk.  From  the  accounts 
that  I  get  the  force  at  Suffolk  varies  from  18,000  to  50,000.  The  former 
estimate  is  probably  about  right,  though  I  cannot  satisfy  myself  that 
there  can  be  more  than  16,000.  This  is  considerably  more  than  I  can 
put  into  the  field.  I  must  therefore  call  for  the  brigades  of  Kemper 
and  Garnett,  of  General  Pickett's  division,  and  I  also  desire  that  you 
send  the  two  Whitworth  guns — all  to  Franklin.  It  may  be  necessary 
for  you  to  suspend  operations  in  North  Carolina  until  I  can  send  you 
another  force.  I  desire  particularly  to  haul  from  the  counties  east  of 
the  Chowan  the  subsistence  and  quartermasters7  supplies  there.  We 
may  not  have  so  favorable  an  opportunity,  and  it  is  important  that  we 
should  get  the  supplies  from  those  counties.  The  enemy's  cavalry  force 
is  more  than  double  that  which  I  can  put  into  the  field.  I  am  particu 
larly  anxious  to  get  a  regiment  of  cavalry  to  put  with  our  present  force. 
If  the  cavalry  has  gone  to  Bertie  I  wish  you  would  order  it  up  to  Frank 
lin,  except  a  regiment  for  Bertie  and  to  look  after  gunboats.  If  the 
cavalry  is  still  with  you  please  make  prompt  arrangements  with  it  to 
meet  these  views.  I  hope  that  you  will  lose  no  time  in  putting  the  bri- 
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gades  of  General  Pickett's  division  at  Franklin,  and  the  two  Whit- 
worth  guns,  unless  one  is  indispensable  to  you.  Let  the  cavalry  report 
at  the  same  point.  I  would  like  to  be  advised  of  the  time  necessary  to 
accomplish  this,  as  this  alone  will  delay  my  operations.  I  sincerely 
hope  that  you  may  have  succeeded  at  Washington. 

I  remain,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 


BRIGADE  HEADQUARTERS, 
Goldsborough,  N.  6\.  April  2,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Commanding  in  the  Field  : 

GENERAL  :  Yesterday  I  received  a  note  from  General  Longstreet  stat 
ing  that  10,000  or  12,000  men  of  the  enemy  had  left  Newport  Sfews,  Va., 
for  the  coast  of  this  State.  General  L.  stated  that  he  had  good  reason 
to  think  they  were  intended  for  New  Berne.  He  has  directed  me  to 
look  after  the  enemy  in  the  direction  of  New  Berne  and  Wilmington, 
preferring  the  safety  of  the  latter  to  this  place.  I  have  directed  Gen 
eral  Kemper  to  get  the  earliest  information  from  New  Berne  and  if 
any  movement  be  commenced  to  send  you  intelligence  at  once,  as  Gen 
eral  Longstreet  directed  you  should  be  informed.  Everything  quiet 
at  last  accounts.  Kemper  made  his  demonstration  on  Monday.  I 
sent  to  him  a  regiment.  It  is  still  there.  As  Evans'  cavalry  has  been 
taken  away,  there  must  be  some  cavalry  in  front,  and  I  have  directed 
Eobertson  to  supply  it.  I  pray  by  this  time  you  have  the  enemy  as  you 
wish  them. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly, 

E.  EANSOM,  JR., 

Brigadier-  General. 


ENGINEER  DEPARTMENT,  DISTRICT  OF  THE  CAPE  FEAR, 

Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  April  2,  1863. 
His  Excellency  ZEBULON  B.  VANCE, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  : 

DEAR  SIR  :  The  army  commissary  here  finds  it  extremely  difficult  to 
keep  up  a  supply  of  provisions  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  army,  and  the 
negroes  sent  by  you  at  work  on  defenses  under  my  charge  have  in  con 
sequence  been  on  short  rations  since  their  arrival  here.  I  respectfully 
suggest  that  if  you  will  induce  the  owners,  or  others  interested  in  the 
negroes,  to  send  here  a  suitable  supply  of  meat  and  bread  I  will  pay  the 
highest  market  rates  for  it  and  see  that  the  negroes  are  properly  fed. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  JAMES, 
Capta-in  and  Chief  Engineer. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Fa.,  April  2,  1863. 
His  Excellency  ZEBULON  B.  VANCE, 

Governor  of  North  Carolina,  Raleigh,  N.  C.  : 

SIR:  On  the  receipt  of  your  telegram  with  regard  to  the  condition  of 
affairs  in  Western  North  Carolina  I  directed  General  Donelson  to  send 
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a  force  to  Asheyille*  and  vicinity  to  repress  the  disorders  existing  there. 
I  have  just  received  from  him  the  following  dispatch : 

KNOXVILLE,  TENN.,  April  1,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON. 

Jn  compliance  with  your  order  a  regiment  of  cavalry  will  leave  this  place  for  Ashe 
ville,  N.  C.,  to-morrow  morning,  with  orders  to  sweep  the  mountains  in  its  vicinity  of 
marauders,  conscripts,  and,  deserters. 

D.  S.  DONELSON, 
Brigadier- General  Commanding. 

With  high  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  SEDDON. 


RICHMOND,  April  2,  1863. 
W.  S.  MORRIS,  Esq., 

President  Telegraph  Company: 

I  ain  desired  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  request  that  you  will  per 
mit  nothing  relative  to  the  unfortunate  disturbance  which  occurred  in 
the  city  to-day  to  be  sent  over  the  telegraph  lines  in  any  direction  for 
any  purpose. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

RICHMOND,  April  2,  1863. 
To  the  Richmond  Press  : 

GENTLEMEN:  The  unfortunate  disturbance  which  occurred  to-day  in 
this  city  is  so  liable  to  misconstruction  and  misrepresentation  abroad 
that  I  am  desired  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  make  a  special  appeal  to 
the  editors  and  reporters  of  the  press  at  Richmond,  and  earnestly  to 
request  them  to  avoid  all  reference  directly  or  indirectly  to  the  afl'air. 
The  reasons  for  this  are  so  obvious  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  state  them, 
and  the  Secretary  indulges  the  hope  that  his  own  views  in  this  connec 
tion  will  be  approved  of  by  the  press  generally.  Any  other  course  must 
tend  to  embarrass  our  cause,  and  to  encourage  our  enemies  in  their  in 
human  policy. 

Very  respectfully,  &c. 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS,  April  3,  1863. 
General  R.  E.  LEE,  Commanding  : 

GENERAL:  Your  letter  of  the  27th  is  just  received.  On  Monday  I 
started  down  for  the  Blackwater  for  the  purpose  of  making  arrange 
ments  for  crossing  a  force  for  foraging  in  the  counties  east  of  the 
Chowan.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  concentrate  a  force  and  have  good 
bridges  prepared  by  Wednesday  next.  My  scout  reported  on  Monday 
that  the  enemy  at  Newport  News  had  embarked — it  was  supposed  for 
North  Carolina.  There  are  some  reports  in  this  section  that  the  enemy 
lately  at  Newport  News  has  gone  West.  According  to  tbe  best  informa 
tion  that  I  can  get  he  has  a  force  at  Suffolk  of  at  least  17,000  men,  well 
fortified.  However,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  cross  with  about  the  same  force 
and  to  forage  all  the  counties  east  of  the  Chowan.  I  do  not  deem  it 
practicable  to  make  movements  concealed  in  any  portion  of  this  country. 

*  See  Seddon  to  Douelson,  Series  I,  Vol.  XXIII,  Pu,rt  If,  p.  72i>. 
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In  the  first  place  I  do  not  suppose  tbe  enemy  so  very  careless  as  to 
admit  of  it;  second,  there  are  many  people  in  the  eastern,  counties  who 
sympathize  with  the  opposite  cause ;  third,  our  transportation  is  the 
most  indifferent,  rendering  slow  movements  almost  impracticable;  rapid 
movements  out  of  the  question.  Your  transportation  I  thought  indif 
ferent.  If  you  could  see  such  as  there  is  in  this  section  you  would  be 
delighted  at  the  contemplation  of  those  large,  fine  teams  of  your  own. 
The  vehicle  almost  universal  here  is  what  our  soldiers  call  the  ox  sulky. 
I  will  send  you  a  sketch  of  one  of  them  as  soon  as  I  can  get  a  good 
draughtsman.  I  believe  with  you  that  a  sudden  vigorous  attack  upon 
Suffolk  would  give  me  that  place,  but  I  see  no  chance  of  getting  the 
garrison  unless  I  can  get  assistance  from  the  Navy.  Besides,  it  would 
cost  me  5,000  men  ;  but  with  another  division  I  can  do  more  and  at  a 
third  the  sacrifice.  I  have  thought  since  about  January  23  last  (when 
I  made  the  same  suggestion  to  you)  that  one  army  corps  could  hold  the 
line  of  the  Eappahanuock  while  the  other  was  operating  elsewhere.  I 
cannot  now  appreciate  the  necessity  of  your  retiring  to  the  Annas  in 
case  you  send  off  more  troops  from  the  Eappahannock.  There  you  are 
fortified  on  the  river  and  on  the  heights;  on  the  Annas  you  would  have 
neither.  Besides,  you  would  lose  morale  and  encourage  the  enemy.  If 
I  move  out  to  make  the  attack  upon  Suffolk  I  shall  attack  a  position 
which  ought  to  be  well  fortified,  and  I  have  information  that  it  is.  That 
position  can  be  re-enforced  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  three 
days.  I  might  get  re- enforcements  from  you  possibly  in  two  days.  I 
doubt,  too,  the  policy  of  giving  time  to  develop  the  plans  of  the  enemy, 
but  would  prefer  to  act  before  his  plans  are  matured.  Our  plans  must 
be  made  to  suit  the  emergency,  so  they  might  be  more  effective  if  made 
and  executed  before  the  enemy's  were  matured.  I  shall  move,  as  I  have 
said,  across  the  Blackwater  as  soon  as  I  can  get  substantial  crossings, 
and  at  least  make  a  forced  reconnaissance  while  I  endeavor  to  draw  off 
subsistence  and  quartermasters7  stores.  If  more  can  be  done  without 
great  sacrifice  I  shall  do  it.  My  chief  object  in  wishing  a  consultation 
was  to  endeavor  to  get  your  aid  in  securing  co-operation  on  the  part  of 
the  Navy.  With  that  I  should  hope  to  capture  the  force  at  Suffolk  and 
re-enforcements  from  the  army  of  the  Bappahannock. 

I  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg,  Va.,  April  4,  1863. 
General  E.  E.  LEE, 

Commanding,  Fredericksburg,  Va. : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let 
ters  of  the  27th  and  31st  ultimo  and  of  the  2d  instant.  General  Hill 
has  succeeded  in  cutting  off  the  enemy's  position  at  Washington  from 
his  gunboats  and  has  surrounded  it,  but  he  fears  that  time  alone  will 
reduce  the  garrison.  He  complains  of  want  of  artillery.  It  is  thought 
that  there  are  no  iron-clads  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  and  if  I  am 
correctly  informed  there  is  but  one  in  tbe  James  Eiver.  General  Hill 
is  ordered  and  urged  to  be  prompt  in  his  operations.  If  he  finds  that 
too  much  time  will  be  consumed  in  reducing  the  garrison  at  any  point 
he  is  to  draw  off  as  soon  as  he  gets  out  the  supplies  from  the  eastern 
counties.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  cross  the  Blackwater  on  Wednesday  or 
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Thursday  next  and  to  get  what  supplies  there  are  east  of  that  stream 
and,  if  I  find  it  possible,  to  make  an  effort  to  get  that  garrison.  There 
seems  but  little  room  to  doubt  but  the  enemy  is  inclined  to  make  his 
great  effort  in  the  West,  but  we  may  break  him  up  in  the  East  and  then 
re-enforce  in  the  West  in  time  to  crush  him  there.  It  may  be  necessary 
in  this  view  to  suggest  to  the  commander  in  the  West  to  decline  battle 
there  until  we  can  re-enforce,  unless  he  finds  a  favorable  opportunity.  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  finish  with  the  operations  in  this  section  in  time  to 
join  you  as  soon  as  the  roads  are  in  condition  for  you  to  begin  to  oper 
ate.  I  have  not  thought  that  the  enemy  could  advance  on  either  this 
or  your  line  until  the  roads  were  better ;  on  this,  not  at  all,  unless  he 
sent  other  than  the  forces  that  he  has  had  here.  The  forces  that  have 
gone  West  may  have  been  sent  there  to  keep  down  trouble.  It  is  pos 
sible,  too,  that  he  has  deceived  himself  with  regard  to  the  forces  sent  by 
us  West.  The  three  regiments  that  were  sent  from  here  may  have  been 
magnified  into  a  great  force.  Their  papers  have  frequently  mentioned 
movements  of  our  troops  toward  Kentucky. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — All  of  my  information  is  to  the  effect  that  half  at  least  of 
Burnside's  command  is  still  at  Suffolk. 


HEADQUARTERS,  April  4, 18(33. 
General  E.  E.  LEE, 

Commanding,  Fredericksburg,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  send  you  a  letter  just  received  from  General  Hill.  I 
have  ordered  six  rifled  guns  instead  of  only  four.  As  he  has  under 
taken  Washington  it  is  important  that  he  should  reduce  it ;  otherwise  it 
will  give  the  enemy  great  confidence.  I  doubt  if  New  Berne  is  worth 
the  trouble  and  time  it  would  take  to  reduce  it.  General  H.  asks  for 
two  weeks  ;  in  addition  to  these  two  weeks  it  will  require  two  to  move 
out  to  Suffolk  and  draw  the  supplies  from  there.  Can  we  afford  to  con 
sume  this  time  and  reach  you  before  the  enemy  can  move  ?  It  depends 
on  your  roads  more  than  anything  else.  If  you  can  spare  me  two  more 
brigades  and  artillery  I  can  operate  at  once.  I  think  that  I  might  do 
with  one  brigade  and  a  battalion  of  artillery.  If  we  succeed  in  getting 
one  of  the  positions  of  the  enemy  the  others  may  not  be  so  difficult. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 
Lieutenant- General^  Commanding. 

You  might  telegraph  in  such  a  way  as  to  indicate  your  wishes  without 
making  them  understood  to  operators. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Kinston,  .N.  C.,  April  4,  1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Comdg.  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina: 
GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  the  30th  was  duly  received.    Kemper  made 
a  demonstration  on  ]STew  Berne.   The  enemy  kept  within  his  works.    Hill 
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lias  been  around  Washington  since  Tuesday.  He  has  called  one  of  my 
regiments  to  his  vicinity.  To-morrow  Kemper  goes  to  Franklin.  I  shall 
be  here  with  four  regiments  and  enough  artillery  for  my  infantry.  I  have 
but  one  squadron  of  cavalry.  If  an  opportunity  otters  I  shall  strike ;  but 
with  only  2,500  men  I  shall  have  to  be  circumspect.  Hill  has  directed  me 
not  to  go  to  Whiting  under  any  circumstances  unless  the  latter  states 
that  the  enemy's  lleet  is  directly  off  the  forts  below.  In  this  official 
note  let  me  ask  a  favor.  If  it  be  possible  to  prevent  it  do  not  let  me 
be  kept  only  to  watch  when  others  are  doing  better.  I  am  not  partial 
to  service  where  there  has  been  so  little  done  and  where  there  are  poor 
opportunities  to  render  real  good. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

II.  RANSOM,  JR., 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS,  April  4, 18G3. 
General  It.  EANSOM,  [JR.,] 

Commanding  at  Goldsborough,  N.  C.  : 

In  case  you  are  likely  to  give  battle,  telegraph  for  Colonel  Eansoin ; 
otherwise  let  him  remain  on  the  coast.  I  do  not  know  where  General 
Itobertsori  is.  Please  send  an  order  to  him  to  send  three  companies  of 
cavalry  to  General  Whiting.  Explain  to  him  why  I  send  the  order 
through  you. 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 
Lieutenant-  General  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS,  April  4, 1863. 
General  W.  H.  G.  WHITING, 

Commanding  at  Wilmington,  N.  C.  : 

Keep  Gol.  [M.  W.]  Eausom  unless  his  regiment  is  going  into  battle, 
when  General  Hansom  will  telegraph  for  him".  Three  companies  are 
ordered  in  the  place  of  Colonel  Barbour.  I  hope  that  the  monitor  off 
the  bar  will  not  be  able  to  weather  the  storms.  If  she  attempts  to  cross 
have  a  party  ready  to  board  her. 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 
Lieutenant- General  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  FORCES  ON  BLACKWATER, 

April  4,  1863. 
Lieutenant-G eneral  LONGSTREET, 

Commanding  Department : 

GENERAL  :  I  send  you  the  map  of  roads.  The  enemy  have  not  gotten 
over  the  fright  of  my  move  to  Carrsville  and  are  on  the  alert,  expecting 
an  attack  from  us.  My  scouts  report  the  cars  running  day  and  night 
from  Norfolk.  I  learn  from  Mr.  Hofrnan,  just  from  Suffolk,  that  when 
he  left  the  forces  consisted  only  of  some  sixteen  to  eighteen  regiments 
inclusive,  say  some  13,000  men.  Thirteen  regiments  have  been  there, 
and  either  three  or  five  of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps  are  there.  He  thinks 
that  fortifications  run  from  Suffolk  to  Dismal  Swamp,  but  I  think  he  is 
mistaken  and  will  have  an  examination  made.  If  this  be  so  it  may  be 
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difficult  to  get  between  Suffolk  and  Norfolk.  He  says  the  plan  of  Suf 
folk  and  fortifications  I  sent  you  is  correct.  The  troops  at  Suffolk  are 
not  reliable.  I  am  preparing  to  rebuild  the  Joiner  Bridge.  I  will  hear 
to-night,  I  think,  from  a  gentleman  in  Suffolk  and  will  write  you  by  next 
mail. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  JENKINS, 
Brigadier-  Genera  I ,  Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  April  4,  1863 — 2  p.  in. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL,  Commanding,  &c.: 

GENERAL:  In  asking  you  to  send  me  the  cavalry,  leaving  a  regiment 
in  Bertie,  I  only  wished  the  cavalry  over  and  above  the  force  that  you 
need  on  your  picket  line.  Three  companies  should  be  kept  with  General 
Whiting  at  Wilmington.  The  enemy  seems  to  be  re-enforcing  in  the 
West  with  a  view  to  operating  actively  there,  and  only  on  the  defensive 
in  the  East.  We  should  therefore  act  promptly  here  with  the  purpose 
of  pushing  some  of  our  forces  WTest  as  soon  as  we  may  be  able  to  do  so. 
If  you  find  that  you  are  likely  to  be  detained  any  time  in  reducing  Wash 
ington  it  will  probably  be  better  to  abandon  it  and  confine  yourself  to 
drawing  out  the  supplies  from  the  eastern  counties.  This  you  can  do 
with  the  force  properly  belonging  in  North  Carolina.  The  cavalry  I  will 
send  back  as  soon  as  we  can  get  the  supplies  from  the  country  east  of 
the  Ohowan.  I  want  the  brigades  of  Generals  Garnett  and  Keinper  at 
Franklin,  Va.,  as  soon  as  you  find  that  you  cannot  reduce  the  garrison 
at  Washington  without  consuming  too  much  time;  or,  if  you  are  suc 
cessful,  I  want  them  returned  to  ine  at  Franklin;  also  my  Whitworth, 
if  it  is  not  the  one  that  was  burst.  Give  me  the  earliest  information  of 
the  time  that  these  troops  can  be  put  at  Franklin. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTKEET, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

I  suppose  that  you  know  that  we  have  not  the  ammunition  to  fight  an 
artillery  battle  against  the  enemy's  fortifications. 


WILMINGTON,  N.  C.,  April  5,  1863, 
Lieu  tenant- General  LONGSTREET  : 

Beauregard  informs  me  eight  monitors  off  Charleston  Bar.  Enemy 
have  landed  four  regiments  on  Cole's  Island.  He  desires  telegraph 
kepi  open. 

W.  H,  C.  WHITING. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  5,  1863. 
General  W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Wilmington,  N.  C. : 

The  increments  of  the  enemy  seem  to  threaten  an  approaching  attack 
on  Charleston.  Hold  Bansoin's  brigade  in  readiness  for  movement  in 
the  event  their  forces  should  be  concentrated  for  a  laud  attack. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 
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GOLDSBOROUGII,  N.  0.,  April  5,  1803. 

Maj.  (JT.  MOXLEY  SORREL,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

I  have  no  cavalry  to  send  to  Wilmington;  all  available  actively  em 
ployed.  Claiborne's  horses  broken  down.  Will  send  the  companies  as 
soon  as  possible. 

B.  H.  ROBERTSON, 
Brigadier-General^  Commanding  Cavalry. 


HDQRS.  FORCES  ON  BLACKWATER,  April  0,  1803. 
Lieut.  Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET  : 

GENERAL:  I  have  postponed  for  a  few  days  my  attempts  npon  the 
enemy's  advanced  post,  having  found  him  much  on  the  alert.  In  view 
of  your  designs  I  have  taken  steps  to  have  them  think  yon  are  gone  to 
the  West  with  the  greater  portion  of  your  force  to  meet  Burnside's 
movement.  I  will  send  an  intelligent  officer  or  scout  to-night  to  dis 
cover  whether  it  will  be  possible  to  throw  a  force  by  the  south  side  be 
tween  Suffolk  and  Norfolk.  He  will  have  no  idea,  of  course,  why  I  wish 
to  know,  as  I  will  lead  him  to  suppose  it  is  merely  for  a  cavalry  raid  to 
tear  up  the  railroad,  &c.  If  it  cannot  be  done  we  might  effect  the  same 
object  by  crossing  the  Nansemond  River  by  pontoon.  My  last  estimate 
of  the  forces  at  Suffolk  I  think  correct— s~ay  12,000  to  15,000.  If  you 
succeed  in  capturing  them  it  will  be  the  most  brilliant  affair  of  the  war 
and  would  be  attended  by  glorious  results  to  the  cause.  Part  of  Lane's 
battery  has  arrived,  but  the  most  important  gnu  for  our  purposes  is  not 
with  if,  and  the  ammunition  is  defective.  1  hope  the  Whitworth  gun 
will  be  here  in  time  for  the  gunboat;  at  any  rate  I  will  make  the  at 
tempt  with  the  guns  I  have  the  next  trip  they  make. 
I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  JENKINS, 
Brigadier-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS,  April  6, 1863. 
General  M.  JENKINS,  Commanding  at  Blackwater  : 

GENERAL  :  I  desire  that  you  have  your  command  in  readiness  to  cross 
the  Blackwater  on  Friday.  The  divisions  of  Generals  Pickett  and  Hood 
will  not  be  able  to  cross  before  Saturday ;  but  if  the  force  at  Suffolk  is 
no  larger  than  stated  in  your  letter  of  the  4th  you  will  be«able  to  cross 
with  the  two  brigades  on  the  day  before  them  and  take  up  some  strong 
position  between  the  Blackwater  and  Suffolk.  You  will  probably  cross 
at  the  Franklin  Bridge.  I  hope  to  join  you  on  Thursday  at  your  head 
quarters  and  will  then  give  detailed  instructions.  The  regiment  of 
Colonel  Baker  should  be  ready  to  move  with  you.  You  should  have 
four  days'  rations  cooked.  The  squadron  of  Captain  Graham  is  ordered 
to  be  at  Blackwater  Bridge,  to  cross  at  that  point,  and  move  on  the 
ilank  via  Windsor.  The  pickets  that  you  have  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Blackwater  had  better  be  left  there,  provided  with  the  number  of 
rations  already  mentioned.  You  can  take  them  on  to  join  you  after 
crossing.  You  will  require  tools  for  intrenching.  The  cavalry  should 
be  provided  with  wires  to  stretch  across  the  roads  in  case  the  enemy's 
cavalry  should  attack  it,  particularly  for  any  cavalry  charge. 

Please  acknowledge  receipt  of  this  by  telegraph. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTKEET, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  April  6,  1863 — 1  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL,  Commanding,  &c.  : 

GENERAL  :  From  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant  I  infer  that  your  cav 
alry  is  picketing  continually  from  Roan  ok  e  to  Wilmington.  This,  it 
seems  to  me,  is  superfluous  labor.  I  should  think  three  companies 
quite  enough  for  General  Whiting.  Six  ought  to  be  enough  at  and 
around  New  Berne  and  three  near  Washington.  Then  a  cavalry  force — 
say  (Jlaiborne's  regiment — in  Bertie  ought  to  be  more  than  enough  to 
watch  that  country  while  their  horses  are  resting.  The  balance  of  the 
force  ought  to  be  kept  at  some  suitable  point  for  other  operations  and 
for  foraging  (he  animals.  If,  however,  you  cannot  make  such  arrange 
ments  I  must  do  without  him.  I  am  satisfied  that  we  have  a  much 
greater  cavalry  force  than  the  enemy.  That  being  the  case  I  cannot 
see  how  we  should  be  obliged  to  use  but  part  of  a  regiment  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Blackwater  against  two  of  the  enemy.  The  enemy  is 
reported  to  be  ready  to  commence  his  attack  upon  Charleston,  so  he 
cannot  re  enforce  from  that  quarter.  My  move  across  the  Blackwater 
will  secure  you  against  any  re-enforcement  from  that  quarter,  so  you 
will  be  free  to  operate  with  your  other  forces,  which  (not  including  Gen 
erals  Garnett  and  Kemper)  will  exceed  the  force  of  the  enemy.  The 
two  regiments  at  Hamilton  ought  to  be  enough  to  keep  up  your  invest 
ment  without  Garnett,  and  they  will  then  be  in  position  to  cut  off  any 
force  that  might  be  so  indiscreet  as  to  venture  up  to  Weldon.  You 
could  at  least  keep  the  enemy  inside  his  works  and  draw  out  the  sup 
plies  from  the  eastern  portion  of  the  State.  Your  letter  of  the  2d  in 
stant  expressed  confidence  in  entire  success  if  you  could  get  four  other 
rifle  guns.  I  ordered  them  to  you  at  once,  but  you  now  say  that  noth 
ing  but  heavy  artillery  will  answer.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  you  will  re 
turn  the  guns  under  Oapt.  [James]  Reilly  to  me  at  Franklin.  I  hope 
to  cross  the  river  on  Saturday,  and  as  they  are  the  only  long-range 
guns  belonging  to  one  of  my  divisions  they  will  be  essential  to  me. 
The  enemy  will  surely  be  in  condition  to  begin  his  operations  on  the 
liappahannock  in  a  month  more,  and  we  should  at  least  be  ready  to  de 
fend  in  this  department  and  re-enforce  on  the  Eappahannock  by  that 
time.  I  was  so  much  encouraged  by  your  letter  of  the  2d  that  I  sent 
you  the  artillery  that  you  called  for  and  asked  if  the  time  (two  weeks) 
could  be  given  you  with  Garnett's  and  Kemper's  brigades.  From  your 
letter  of  the  4th  I  conclude  that  it  is  still  a  matter  of  doubt  whether 
you  will  then  reduce  the  garrison  at  Washington.  It  must  be  better, 
therefore,  for  me  to  get  my  forces  together  at  once  and  move  across  the 
Blackwater  and  secure  such  provisions  and  forage  as  may  be  in  that 
portion  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 

It  may  be  that  after  1  have  finished  on  the  other  side  that  I  can  send 
you  some  other  force,  but  I  presume  that  I  shall  be  obliged  to  return  to 
the  Rappahannock. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg,  Va.,  April  6,  1863. 
General  D.  H.  HILL,  Commanding: 

GENERAL:  In  writing  for  the  cavalry  I  only  wanted  such  as  would 
not  be  in  use  in  your  line  as  pickets.     Three  companies  should  go  to 
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General  Whiting.  I  wish  you  would  establish  an  infantry  and  cavalry 
force  in  Bertie  to  guard  the  Chowan  and  give  notice  at  Franklin  if  any 
of  the  enemy's  gunboats  ascend  the  river.  I  think  there  can  be  no  need 
of  troops  at  Weldou  except  such  as  may  be  necessary  to  guard  the 
bridge.  I  sent  you  four  rifle  guns  and  two  Napoleons.  I  shall  need 
them  as  soon  as  you  may  be  able  to  dispense  with  them.  When  they 
are  returned  send  them  to  Franklin  by  rail.  Let  me  know  by  telegraph 
when  they  will  start  back. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieuten ant- Genera /,  Com manding. 

P.  S. — I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  the  4th.  I  wrote 
you  yesterday,  suggesting  that  you  might  keep  Garnett's  brigade  if  it 
would  be  of  much  use  to  you.  You  now  say,  however,  that  heavy  artil 
lery  alone  can  be  useful,  so  1  suppose  there  is  no  prospect  of  a  success 
ful  termination  of  your  expedition.  I  sent  authority  to  you  to  keep  Gen 
eral  Garnett  and  sent  you  six  of  my  best  field  guns.  As  they  will  be  of 
no  service  to  you  I  hope  you  will  send  them  back  to  Franklin  as  soon 
as  possible.  You  can  at  least  keep  the  enemy  inside  his  works  and  haul 
off  all  supplies  that  may  be  in  the  counties  east  of  you.  This  will  be  a 
great  thing,  and  we  may  yet  be  able  to  render  you  such  aid  as  you  de 
sire.  You  know,  though,  that  we  cannot  afford  to  fight  artillery  against 
them,  particularly  when  they  are  behind  their  works.  The  order  for 
the  return  of  the  troops  was  given  under  tlae  impression  drawn  from 
your  letters  that  there  was  no  prospect  of  reducing  the  garrison  at 
Washington.  A  letter  from  you  yesterd ay  seems  to  give  some  hope 
of  success  and  you  were  then  authorized  to  retain  Garnett.  Now,  again, 
you  seem  to  have  but  little  hope  except  from  heavy  artillery.  The 
enemy  is  reported  about  to  commence  operations  at  Charleston,  so  you 
can  go  on,  at  least,  hauling  off  supplies  from  any  portion  of  the  State. 
If  I  can  get  through  in  time  or  find  that  I  can  render  other  assistance 
to  you  1  will  do  so  promptly.  I  regret  very  much  that  matters  have  so 
turned  out  as  to  delay  me,  but  we  must  hope  for  better  fortune  hereafter. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  RICHMOND, 

April  0,  1803. 
Lieut.  Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET,  Commanding : 

GENERAL  :  I  received  your  note  this  evening  and  hasten  to  answer  it. 
The  proposed  diversion  on  the  Peninsula  can  be  made.  Owing  to  the 
continually  threatened  riots  in  Richmond  it  would  not  do-  to  move  any 
of  Rhett's  command.  It  must  be  done  with  Wise's  brigade.  He  has  on 
the  Pamunkey  380  men  guarding  and  supporting  the  engineers  in  tear 
ing  up  the  railroad  iron  from  West  Point  to  White  House.  This  cannot 
be  disturbed.  He  has  then  left  1,563  infantry  and  412  cavalry  and  two 
light  batteries,  making  a  force  of  1,975  and  two  batteries.  This,  deduct 
ing  camp  guards  to  be  left  at  Ohaffin's  farm,  will  constitute  the  expedi 
tion  under  General  Wise.  I  shall  start  him  down  the  Peninsula  Wed 
nesday  morning  unless  I  receive  contrary  instructions  from  you  by 
telegraph.  There  is  a  force  at  Yorktown  of  from  3,000  to  5,000  men. 
Of  course  Ohaffin's  and  Drewry's  Bluffs  will  be  left  without  any  infantry. 
1  do  not  think  it  will  be  well  to  &o  far  beyond  Yorktown  unless  the  force 
up  to  I  hat  point  is  met  and  whipped.  Fort  Magruder.  you  are  aware,  will 
have  to  be  carried  or  the  garrison  forced  to  retire  before  proceeding  to 
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Yorktown.    Wise  has  been  chafing  for  a  chance  and  I  am  glad  he  has 
got  it.    He  knows  the  country  thoroughly  and  no  doubt  will  do  well. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ARNOLD  ELZEY, 

Major-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

April  0,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  ARNOLD  ELZEY, 

Commanding  at  Richmond,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  General  Lougstreet  contemplates  a  move  across  the  Black- 
water  and  thinks  he  may  require  more  infantry  and  artillery  than  he 
now  has.  In  that  event,  can  you  spare  him  either  Wise's  brigade  or 
your  artillery  battalion,  armed  as  infantry,  with  a  light  battery  or  two? 
As  he  will  be  in  front  of  Richmond,  and  as  there  are  now  no  Federal 
troops  on  the  James  River,  except  those  in  his  front,  I  think  you  could 
re-enforce  him  with  advantage.  Please  see  the  Secretary  on  the  subject 
and  communicate  with  General  Longs treet. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General.' 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

April  6,  1803. 
Lieut.  Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Petersburg^  Va. : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  received  your  two  letters  of  the  4th  instant,  inclos 
ing  one  from  General  D.  H.  Hill,  of  the  2d  instant.  General  Hill  seems 
to  be  operating  judiciously  and  you  have  given  him  all  that  he  requires. 
I  hope  therefore  he  may  be  successful  and  may  not  be  obliged  to  storm 
the  enemy's  intrenchmeuts,  which  might  cause  the  loss  of  many  of  our 
brave  men.  I  was  in  hopes  he  might  have  had  enough  troops  in  the 
Department  of  North  Carolina  for  his  military  operations,  and  regret 
that  he  has  to  use  Kemper's  and  Garnett's  brigades  for  such  work. 
You  know  how  much  depends  on  your  divisions,  and  I  wish  to  reserve 
them  as  much  as  possible.  As  to  your  own  operations  you  must  push 
them  according  to  your  own  judgment,  and  I  would  recommend,  care 
ful  reconnaissances  before  attacking  Suffolk  or  any  other  fortifications 
of  the  enemy,  and  that  you  endeavor  to  draw  his  forces  out  by  threaten 
ing  his  communications.  I  think  you  will  find  none  of  Burnside's  corps 
opposed  to  you.  The  troops  in  your  front  are  those  which  have  been  at 
Norfolk  and  Old  Point.  Burnside's  corps  has  certainly  gone  West.  At 
the  first  intimation  of  its  departure  from  Newport  News  a  scout  was 
dispatched  to  watch  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  lie  proceeded 
as  far  as  Ellicott's  Mill  and  learned  that  the  troops  had  been  brought  up 
the  bay  and  were  encamped  around  Baltimore.  He  saw  them  on  their 
way  over  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  and  counted  some  fifty-seven 
trains.  lie  conversed  with  the  men  at  some  of  the  stations,  who  ex 
pressed  great  dissatisfaction  at  being  transferred  West ;  were  fearful  of 
the  climate,  their  health,  &c.,  and  deserted  on  every  opportunity  that 
offered.  The  troops  conveyed  over  this  road  were  altogether  infantry. 
If  any  artillery  was  taken  West  it  was  carried  on  the  Pennsylvania 
Central  road,  which,  I  learn  from  other  sources,  was  also  used  in  the 
transportation  of  Burnside's  corps. 
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The  roads  in  this  section  have  dried  astonishingly,  but  the  storm  of 
Saturday  has  again  surrounded  us  with  mud  and  water.  I  cannot  say 
whether  General  Hooker  will  advance  or  notj  though,  as  before  stated, 
all  the  information  I  receive  from  every  source  goes  to  show  that  it  is 
his  intention  to  do  so,  and  that  he  is  prepared.  It  may  be  a  part  of  their 
general  plan  to  deceive  us  while  re-enforcing  their  western  armies;  but 
as  soon  as  I  can  move  I  will  endeavor  to  find  out.  In  the  mean  time  I 
do  not  think  it  prudent  to  weaken  the  force  here,  but  should  you  require 
more  strength  I  think  it  better  that  you  call  on  General  Elzey  for  Wise's 
brigade  and  such  artillery  as  can  be  sent  you  from  Eichmond.  I  have 
written  to  General  Elzey  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


DIVISION  HEADQUARTERS, 

April  G,  18C3. 
Lieut.  Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET: 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL  :  I  sent  up  yesterday  some  Yankees  taken  by 
Bearing.  From  what  I  could  gather  from  the  sergeant  a  good  many 
enlistments  would  soon  expire,  and  he  seemed  to  think  the  men  would 
not  re-enlist  and  thought  they  would  not  be  forced  in.  Schriver  is  here 
yet.  I  would  have  sent  him  down  yesterday  to  Suffolk,  but  he  will  have 
to  go  to  Newport  News ;  thence  to  Norfolk  and  Suffolk.  He  says  he 
will  have  no  difficulty  in  reaching  Suffolk  by  that  route,  but  much  by 
any  other.  In  order  to  send  him  that  way  some  little  money  will  be 
necessary.  I  have  none  except  Confederate  money,  which  will  not  pass. 
I  think  $40  of  State  money  would  answer  and  would  be  well  expended. 
He  could  return  (by  starting  on  Wednesday)  on  Sunday  or  Monday 
next,  and  could  bring  back  accurate  information  if  he  chooses.  I  think 
it  worth  trying,  and  if  you  have  any  funds  on  hand  for  such  purposes 
and  wish  the  venture  made  please  send  down  by  first  train.  If  not  I 
will  immediately  return  Schriver  to  his  company. 

I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant  and  friend, 

GEO.  E.  PICKETT. 

p.  g. — Mr.  Eiddick  hears  from  Ghuckatuck  that  the  Yankees  have 
not  crossed  the  river  at  Eeed's  Bridge,  but  are  repairing  the  bridge ; 
will  take  probably  three  days.  When  completed  it  gives  them  a  chance 
to  sweep  the  country.  Shall  I  send  expedition  down  after  forage  and 
at  same  time  burn  bridge  ? 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  7,  18G3. 
Lieut.  Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET,  Commanding,  &c.  : 

GENERAL:  Your  letter  of  the  6th  instant*  reached  me  this  morning. 
Gratified  to  learn  that  you  contemplate  an  important  movement  at  so 
early  a  day.  I  was  anxious  to  aid  in  making  it  as  effective  as  possible 
and  lost  no  time  in  conferring  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  secure 
the  co-operation  of  such  vessels  as  could  be  commanded  to  cut  off  the 
enemy  from  retreat  and  effect  their  capture.  The  Secretary  had  every 
disposition  to  meet  your  views,  and  thought  at  first  that  the  iron-clad 

*  See  p.  910. 
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gunboat  Kichmond,  with  another  light  steamer,  might  be  ventured  to 
aid  your  operations.  He  had,  however,  to  consult  his  naval  officers  and 
likewise  to  learn  whether  the  obstructions  could  be  removed  or  widened 
in  time  to  allow  the  ships  to  pass.  Unfortunately,  it  has  been  ascer 
tained  that  the  vessels  could  not  pass  without  such  removal  of  the 
heavy  obstructions  as  to  render  it  very  doubtful  whether  the  work 
could  be  accomplished  in  time.  At  the  same  time  the  replacement  of 
the  obstructions  after  the  termination  of  the  expedition,  it  is  estimated, 
would  require  much  .time  and  expenditure.  I  have  required  a  fuller 
report  than  I  yet  have  to  satisfy  me  of  the  inexpediency  of  attempting 
the  present  removal ;  but  Colonel  Gilmer,  the  head  of  the  Engineer 
Bureau,  expresses  himself  so  strongly  against  the  feasibility,  of  the 
speedy  removal  that  I  fear  that  portion  of  your  plan  will  have  to  be 
relinquished.  Should  I  conclude  otherwise  I  will  promptly  inform  you  ; 
but  you  had  better  proceed  without  counting  on  naval  co-operation.  I 
have  arranged  with  Major  General  Elzey  to  make  an  expedition  down 
the  Peninsula  with  some  2,000  men,  as  if  to  threaten  Yorktown  and 
Fort  Monroe,  and  at  the  same  time  to  have  a  few  companies  of  cavalry 
threaten  the  enemy  at  Gloucester  Town,  as  if  there  was  a  purpose,  by 
combined  attack,  to  carry  all  the  posts  of  the  enemy  on  the  Peninsula. 
These  movements,  it  is  hoped,  will  agitate  and  alarm  the  enemy,  so  as 
to  make  their  resistance  to  your  real  attack  less  serious  and  effectually 
preclude  their  drawing  any  re-enforcements  from  this  side. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  the  success  of  your  operations,  I  remain,  with 
high  respect,  very  truly,  yours, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


HEADQUARTERS,  April  7,  18G3. 
Major-General  ELZEY,  Commanding  : 

GENERAL:  In  giving  instructions  to  General  Wise  you  had  better 
direct  that  he  should  not  pass  Yorktown  any  considerable  distance  with 
his  entire  force  unless  he  finds  that  he  will  by  doing  so  draw  out  the 
force  at  Yorktown,  but  that  instructions  must  not  prevent  him  taking 
advantage  of  any  favorable  opportunity  that  may  occur. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTKEET, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — It  would  probably  be  well  to  magnify  his  command  as  much  as 
he  can.  The  enemy  likes  to  be  deceived,  or  rather  to  have  good  excuses 
for  reverses.  People  who  play  tricks  are  always  the  easiest  tricked.  lie 
might  give  it  out  that  you  are  behind  him  with  any  number  of  troops. 
I  want  half  a  dozen  LJO-pouuder  Parrotts  for  my  expedition.  I  have  the 
men  and  horses  for  them  if  you  cannot  spare  them. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg,  Fa.,  April  7,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL,  Commanding  : 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  the  5th  instant  is  just  received.  You 
should  remember  that  my  orders,  are  based  upon  information  that  I  re 
ceive.  Up  to  the  2d  instant  you  gave  me  no  reason  to  hope  that  you 
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could  accomplish  anything  at  Washington;  on  the  contrary,  you  seemed 
to  have  but  little  hope  in  your  own  letter,  and  frequently  forwarded 
letters  from  General  Garnett  which  always  argued  the  utter  impossi 
bility  of  your  being  able  to  accomplish  anything.  Under  these  circum 
stances  I  called  for  the  troops  to  be  returned  to  me  that  I  might  put 
them  at  other  work,  for  we  have  already  been  idle  too  long.  Then 
came  your  letter  of  the  2d,  which  was  full  of  encouragement  and  hope. 
I  sent  you,  instead  of  four  guns,  as  you  desired,  six,  and  sent  you  au 
thority  to  retain  General  Gainett's  brigade.  After  your  letter  of  the 
2d  came  one  of  the  4th,  which,  I  believe,  was  more  desponding  than 
your  previous  letters,  and  expressing  the  opinion  that  nothing  but  heavy 
artillery  would  answer  any  good  purpose.  I  then  sent  my  order  for 
Garnettfs  brigade  to  return  and  the  six  pieces  of  artillery.  Your  letter 
of  the  5th  revives  much  hope  again,  and  I  now  authorize  you  to  retain 
General  Garnett  and  the  six  field  pieces  if  they  are  important  to  you. 
I  fear  from  the  tone  of  General  Garnett's  letters  that  he  was  so  well 
satisfied  that  Washington  could  not  be  taken  that  he  was  not  even 
willing  to  make  the  effort.  Because  things  are  not  laid  down  in  the 
book  it  does  not  follow  that  things  cannot  be  done.  You  mention  for 
the  first  time  that  Genera]  Foster  is  below  you  with  a  succoring  force. 
If  that  be  so  New  Berne  must  be  weak  and  General  Bansoin  might  get 
a  position  below  it,  which  will  leave  it  in  the  same  condition  as  Wash 
ington.  I  would  have  been  glad  to  have  left  General  Kemper  at' Kins- 
ton  to  aid  in  such  a  purpose  had  I  been  advised.  You  have  enough 
force  for  this  and  your  own  work  without  him,  however;  that  is,  if  you 
have  not  sent  General  Garnett  back.  If  there  is  a  good  point  below 
New  Berne  where  a  battery  can  be  placed  which  will  cut  off  the  garrison 
from  succor  you  had  better  have  it  fortified  at  once.  You  will  readily 
see  the  advantage  of  this  without  my  going  into  details.  The  Secretary 
of  War  telegraphed  General  Whiting  yesterday  that  he  should  hold 
General  Ransom  ready  to  go  to  South  Carolina.  General  Whiting 
telegraphed  me  to  know  what  he  should  do.  He  is  ordered  to  leave 
General  Ransom  where  he  is,  but  the  Secretary  is  advised  that  General 
Evans  may  be  spared,  but  it  is  the  only  brigade  at  Wilmington.  .Com 
municate  with  me  at  Franklin,  either  by  telegraph  or  otherwise.  Any 
thing  of  the  ordnance  department  send  to  Col.  P.  T.  Manning  at  this 
place.  If  General  Ransom  can  get  a  good  position  below  New  Berne 
which  he  can  fortify  I  think  Colonel  Manning  can  send  him  some  heavy 
guns. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — I  fully  appreciate  the  importance  of  your  success.  Besides  the 
bacon  and  corn  that  you  speak  of  it  ought  to  give  us  the  coast  of  North 
Carolina  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Chowan  at  least. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg,  Va.,  April  7,  1863. 
General  R.  E.  LEE,  Commanding: 

GENERAL:  Your  letter  of  the  5th  is  received.  General  Hill  reports 
the  enemy  in  the  river  below  him  with  a  considerable  succoring  force 
under  General  Foster;  that  his  fort,  some  distance  below,  keeps  the 
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force  back,  and  that  the  enemy  will  have  to  come  out  and  give  him 
battle  before  he  can  reach  Washington,  unless  he  succeeds  in  reducing 
the  fort.  He  has  not  yet  been  able  to  make  any  impression  upon  our 
fort.  General  Hill  is  now  ordered  to  endeavor  to  establish  a  like  fort 
below  New  Berne  to  prevent  this  succoring  force  returning  to  New 
Berne.  He  expresses  every  confidence  in  being  able  to  overcome  the 
enemy  should  he  land  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  Washington.  If  he 
reduces  Washington  and  succeeds  in  getting  a  good  point  on  the  river 
below  New  Berne  I  hope  that  all  of  the  Stat'e  (North  Carolina)  below 
the  Chowan  will  soon  be  relieved  of  the  presence  of  the  enemy.  I  shall 
not  be  able  to  cross  the  Blackwater  before  Saturday,  possibly  not  before 
Sunday.  If  I  find  it  practicable  I  shall  get  around  the  enemy's  position 
at  Suffolk  and  endeavor  to  cut  off  re-enforcements  by  batteries  on  the 
river,  &c.  I  do  not  propose  to  do  anything  more  than  draw  out  the 
supplies  from  that  country  unless  something  very  favorable  should  offer. 
I  have  ordered  General  Wise,  with  such  of  his  force  as  can  be  spared 
from  Eichmond,  to  make  a  strong  diversion  on  the  Peninsula.  If  I  find 
that  I  can  do  no  more  than  haul  oft'  supplies  I  shall  hurry  one  of  my 
divisions  (Hood's)  back,  so  as  to  be  within  reach  of  you,  unless  the  force 
is  much  stronger  at  Suffolk  than  you  suppose  it  to  be. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg,  Fa.,  April  7,  1803. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

SIR  :  Major-General  Hill  is  now  operating  against  Washington,  N.  C., 
with  the  purpose  of  reducing  that  garrison  and  opening  thereby  the 
counties  east  of  that  to  our  subsistence  and  quartermasters'  depart 
ments.  The  town  of  Washington  is  completely  invested,  and  a  fort 
that  we  have  constructed  below  that  cuts  off  re-enforcements.  General 
Foster  is  said  to  be  in  the  mouth  of  the  river  with  re-enforcements,' but 
unable  to  get  them  to  Washington  until  he  can  reduce  our  fort.  He 
has  not  as  yet  been  able  to  make  any  impression  on  the  fort,  and  we 
hope  that  he  may  be  obliged  to  land  and  give  battle  or  give  up  the 
garrison.  In  the  mean  time  General  Hill  is  ordered  to  throw  a  force 
below  New  Berne  and  fortify  some  good  position  so  as  to  prevent  Gen 
eral  Foster  returning  to  New  Berne.  To  make  this  last  move  secure  it 
may  be  necessary  for  General  Hill  to  use  the  brigade  of  General  Evans, 
the  only  one  left  at  Wilmington.  I  deem  it  proper  to  advise  you  of  the 
condition  of  affairs  in  North  Carolina  that  you  may  better  judge  of  the 
propriety  of  ordering  General  Evans'  brigade  to  Charleston.  I  have 
received  no  intimation  from  the  department  that  any  of  the  troops  of 
this  command  would  be  called  for  to  re-enforce  Charleston  and  could 
not  therefore  be  expected  to  be  ready  for  such  emergency.  If  the 
safety  of  Charleston  depends  upon  such  re-enforcements,  however,  we 
can  resume  defensive  arrangements  and  spare  even  more  than  this 
brigade. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 
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APRIL  7,  1863—7,30  p.  m. 
[Maj.  Gen.  D.  II.  HILL:] 

GENERAL  :  I  have  examined  the  positions  in  front  of  Washington  for 
rifled  pieces  with  Capts.  [Samuel  E.]  Bunting  arid  Starr,  of  the  artillery, 
and  am  of  the  opinion  that  those  occupied  by  the  smooth-bores  of  Cap 
tain  Starr's  battery,  six  in  number,  are  the  most  favorable  that  can  be 
found.  They  are  on  the  east  and  front  of  the  town  and  would  command 
the  block-house  and  new  earthwork  (lately  erected  by  the  Yankees  to 
lire,  i  presume,  on  Rodman's  Point)  and  the  fort,  as  it  is  called,  about 
the  center  of  line  of  intrenchments.  I  shall  strengthen  the  earth  about 
them  to-night  and  will  be  ready  for  them  whenever  they  may  be  sent. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  GAENETT, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  BRIGADE, 
Contentnea  Creek  Bridge,  April  7,  18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL: 

GENERAL  :  I  got  here  at  12  o'clock  to-day  with  my  three  regiments 
and  battery.  General  Robertson  has  gone  to  the  front.  I  hear  nothing 
from  Swift  Creek  to-day.  Direct  your  couriers  to  bring  dispatches  by 
the  cross-roads  some  8  or  10  miles  this  side  of  your  headquarters,  where 
the  Greenville  road  crosses  the  Birney  place  and  Boyd's  Ferry  road, 
and  thence  direct  to  this  place  and  not  by  Snow  Hill.  General  Robert 
son  has  ordered  an  officer  to  fix  this  line  of  couriers.  If  the  enemy 
attempt  to  move  on  Greenville  we  will  try  to  give  a  good  account  of 
ourselves. 

Yours,  &c., 

E.  EA1STSOM,  JR., 

Brigadier-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Kinston,  JV.  C.,  April  7,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Commanding  North  Carolina : 

DEAR  SIR  :  Your  favor  of  yesterday  is  to  hand.  Whitford  had  sent 
me  word  of  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  I  shall  be  ready  to  obey  your 
instructions.  Some  days  ago  I  sent  a  force  to  the  Contentnea  to  throw 
up  batteries,  rifle-pits,  &c.,  to  protect  those  passes.  I  wrote  you  last 
evening.  The  couriers  seem  to  travel  too  slowly.  I  will  direct  them  to 
go  8  miles  the  hour.  Order  yours  in  coming  this  way  to  do  the  same. 
I  have  just  gotten  yours  of  yesterday,  and  it  is  7  o'clock. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

E.  EANSOM,  JR., 

Brigadier-  Genera  I. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  April  7,  1863. 
General  W.  II.  C.  WHITING, 

Wilmington,  JV.  C. : 

General  Evans' brigade  must  beheld  prepared  to  move  to  Charleston. 

J.  A.  SEDD01ST, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  N.  C.,  April  7,  1863. 
Maj.  Ge-D.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Cross-Roads,  3  miles  south  of  Washington,  N.  C.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  wish  I  bad  some  10-poiinder  Parrotts  for  you,  but  we 
have  never  had  any  of  those  guns  though  I  have  frequently  applied 
for  them.  My  field  artillery  is  wretched,  being  mostly  smooth-bore  and 
howitzers.  I  hope  you  will  be  successful,  but  fear  they  will  be  enabled 
to  re-enforce.  Beauregard  reports  all  the  monitors  oft'  the  bar  at  Charles 
ton.  Secretary  of  War  ordered  me  to  hold  Ransom  in  readiness  to  move. 
I  referred  the  dispatch  to  Longstreet. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  II.  0.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  General. 


WILMINGTON,  N.  0.,  April  7, 1863. 
Lieutenant-General  LONGSTREET : 

Secretary  of  War  has  ordered  Evans'  brigade  to  be  ready  to  move. 
Action  commenced  at  Charleston.  I  must  have  some  troops  to  replace 
them  if  They  go;  it  will  not  do  to  leave  this  place  bare. 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  General. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  April  8,  1863. 

General  JAMES  LONGSTREET,  Petersburg,  Va.  : 

I  would  not  have  you  abstain  from  offensive  operation.  They  may 
eftect  as  much  by  diversion  as  more  direct  aid.  Still  if  you  can  arrange 
to  spare  one  brigade  (say  Evans')  for  Wilmington  I  should  be  much 
pleased.  The  arrangement  to  send  one  forward  in  case  of  necessity  was 
known  to  General  Beauregard  and  General  Whiting  prior  to  your  com 
mand,  and  I  supposed  had  been  communicated  to  you. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


HEADQUARTERS,  April  8,  1863—3  p.  in. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL,  Commanding,  &c.: 

GENERAL  :  Let  me  suggest  that  you  have  your  fort  so  arranged  that 
you  will  be  able  to  put  your  guns  out  of  fire  from  the  gunboats  if  it 
should  become  necessary.  By  having  your  platforms  high  you  can  put 
your  guns  on  them  when  in  action,  and  if  the  enemy's  guns  have  a  longer 
range  than  yours  you  can  run  your  guns  down  under  the  parapet  so  as 
to  get  them  out  of  fire ;  or  you  might  have  pits  alongside  your  platforms 
so  as  to  run  your  guns  out  of  fire.  We  must  not  expect  to  contend 
against  the  enemy  in  ammunition,  so  it  may  become  necessary  for  you 
to  occupy  the  fort  merely  to  keep  back  the  enemy's  transports  or  only 
to  play  upon  the  gunboats  when  they  are  in  close  range.  If  you  can 
cnt  General  Foster  off  from  New  Berne  by  using  Evans'  brigade  at  Wil 
mington,  do  not  hesitate  to  do  so.  Your  force  in  North  Carolina  must 
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be  superior  to  that  of  (he  enemy.  If  you  can  only  get  his  garrison  at 
one  position  you  will  he  able  to  concentrate  to  great  advantage  upon 
the  next. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 

Lieutenant -General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg  Va.,  April  8,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  II.  HILL,  Commanding,  &c. : 

GENERAL  :  I  wrote  you  yesterday  to  endeavor  to  get  a  point  below 
New  Berne  to  prevent  General  Foster's  return  there  with  his  re-euforce- 
inents.  If  you  cannot  make  such  arrangements  at  once  have  it  in  your 
mind,  and  should  Foster  land  and  give  you  battle  be  prepared  to  cut 
him  off  from  New  Berne  by  land  and  water,  if  you  are  so  fortunate  as  to 
beat  him  back.  Please  send  couriers  and  letters  to  me  at  Franklin  until 
otherwise  advised.  The  War  Department  has  arranged  it  so  that  your 
command  is  a  department  and  includes  all  the  troops  in  the  State.  The 
Secretary  has  ordered  General  Evans7  brigade  to  be  ready  to  go  to 
Charleston.  1  hope  that  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  send  him  there. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg,  Va,  April  8,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Wilmington,  N.  C. : 

I  wrote  the  Secretary  of  War  yesterday.     He  knows  your  situation. 
I  hope  that  there  may  be  no  occasion  for  Evans  to  move. 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  April  8,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Wilmington,  N.  C. : 

GENERAL  :  Colonel  Long  has  just  made  his  inspection  report.  I  am 
much  gratified  at  the  favorable  account  that  he  gives  of  your  condition 
and  your  progress  in  your  difficult  labors.  I  have  ordered  the  chief  of 
subsistence  to  have  you  supplied  with  provisions  for  at  least  a  month  at 
your  forts.  It  seems  to  me  that  you  have  hardly  enough  ammunition  in 
your  forts.  I  have  written  the  Secretary  of  War,  giving  him,  I  think, 
very  good  reasons  why  your  garrison  should  not  be  reduced  below  its 
present  force,  yet  1  think  that  that  force  can  be  spared  for  a  few  days 
better  than  any  other.  General  Hill  is  now  at  Washington.  He  has 
invested  the  place  and  has  thrown  up  a  fort  below  which  cuts  outre-en 
forcements.  General  Foster  is  below7  with  re-enforcements,  but  cannot 
get  in  unless  he  can  reduce  the  fort.  General  Hill  thinks  that  he  will 
be  compelled  to  land  and  give  battle  or  give  up  the  garrison.  If  he 
lauds  we  hope  to  destroy  him.  General  Hill  is  ordered  to  try  and  throw 
a  force  below  New  Berne  and  erect  a  battery  on  the  river,  which  will  pre 
vent  Foster  from  returning  to  New  Berne.  I  have  explained  the  condi- 
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tion  of  affairs  to  the  Secretary,  suggesting  that  if  you  could  keep  Evans 
you  could  so  co-operate  as  to  make  the  last  move  completely  successful. 
I  wish  you  to  have  this  in  your  mind,  and  if,  in  communicating  with 
General  Hansom,  you  find  a  favorable  opportunity  you  should  not  fail  to 
take  advantage  of  it.  I  leave  to-night  for  Franklin  to  cross  Blackwater 
and  cut  off  re-enforcements  for  North  Carolina,  and  at  the  same  time 
haul  off  all  provisions,  &c.,  from  the  counties  east  of  the  Blackwater. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 
Lieutenant- General  Commanding. 


CONFIDENTIAL.]  HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

April  9,  1803. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

SIR:  General  Longstreet  proposes  to  cross  the  Blackwater  with  a 
view  to  obtaining  supplies  from  the  counties  of  Nansemond,  Isle  of 
Wight,  &c.  He  is  apprehensive  that  the  enemy  may  move  up  James 
liiver  and  get  in  his  rear,  and  asks  whether  he  cannot  obtain  some  co 
operation  from  the  Navy.  I  am  not  aware  that  the  Navy  can  operate 
below  the  obstructions  at  Drewry's  Bluff.  If,  however,  any  of  their 
steamers  could  go  down  as  low  as  Hardy's  Bluff,  at  which  point  General 
Longstreet  might  place  some  batteries  on  the  land,  they  could  observe 
the  river  below,  and  I  do  not  think  the  enemy  would  venture  to  throw 
a  land  force  ashore  above  Day's  Point.  They  might  also  enable  the 
Quartermaster's  Department  to  use  boats  on  the  river  to  transport  sup 
plies,  which  would  prove  more  expeditious  than  hauling  them  by  land. 
I  am,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General, 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Cross-Roads,  April  9,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL,  Commanding r,  &c. : 

GENERAL:  General  Pettigrew  reports  that  the  enemy  are  advancing 
upon  him  (1.15  p.  in.;  reached  here  about  3  p.  m.).  I  immediately  or 
dered  the  Fiftieth  to  him.  Since  then  two  dispatches  have  been 
received.  The  first  stated  that  the  part  of  the  column  seen  by  Major 
Eoss  was  half  a  mile  long,  but  he  did  not  see  the  rear  of  it.  The  next 
states  that  there  were  three  brigades  of  infantry  and  two  regiments, 
and  that  there  were  eighteen  pieces  of  artillery.  1  have  ordered  the 
Fiftieth  Eegiment  and  Second  Battalion  (seven  companies)  down  to 
him.  The  last  two  dispatches  were  sent  by  General  P.  They  were  from 
Leventhorpe's  officers.  Nothing  has  been  received  from  General  P. 
since  his  first  dispatch,  asking  me  to  send  a  part  of  my  troops  to  him. 
Since  then  I  have  sent  him  the  dispatch  from  Morehead,  stating  that 
they  were  within  4  miles  of  Swift  Creek.  Nothing  has  been  received 
from  Swift  Creek  since  the  first  dispatch  (2.30  p.  m.).  I  do  not  think 
there  will  be  an  advance  from  Swift  Creek,  but  I  may  be  mistaken.  The 
last  courier  from  Genera]  Pettigrew  said  they  were  fighting  at  Blount 
Creek  Mill. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JUNIUS  DANIEL, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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APRIL  9,  1863—11.45  o'clock. 
[Maj.  Gen.  D.  II.  HILL:] 

GENERAL  :  I  have  sent  the  battery  which  came  with  Colonel  Martin's 
regiment  (it  arrived  this  morning)  back  to  its  station.  I  have  more 
light  artillery  than  I  can  use.  Forage  is  getting  very  scarce,  and  Col 
onel  M.  says  it  is  needed  in  the  defense  of  Bainbow  Banks.  I  would 
also  suggest  in  this  connection  that  Captain  Starr's  battery  be  also 
ordered  to  Greenville,  or  any  other  point  you  may  deem  best.  The  bat 
teries  of  Captains  Keilly  and  Bunting  are  sufficient,  I  should  think,  for 
my  command.  The  enemy  strengthen  their  works  every  night.  Their 
line  of  intrenchmeuts  is  now  as  strong  as  it  can  well  be  made,  as  far 
as  I  can  judge  with  my  glass.  My  wagon  train  started  down  to  Pungo 
yesterday  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  B.  GAKKETT, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  April  9,  18G3 — 9  a.  in. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina: 

GENERAL:  If  you  can  operate  without  the  aid  of  Evans'  brigade  the 
commanding  general  desires  you  to  order  it  to  be  in  readiness  to  move 
to  Charleston  at  a  moment's  notice.  If  you  need  it  and  cannot  get  along 
without  it  he  desires  you  to  retain  it.  General  Longstreet  left  last  night 
for  Franklin.  Your  communication  by  courier  of  the  7th  instant  is  re 
ceived.  It  will  be  forwarded  at  once  to  the  general. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOXLEY  SOBREL, 

Assistant  A  djutant- General. 


•  BRIGADE  HEADQUARTERS, 

Diascund  Bridge,  Ya.,  April  9, 1863—3.30  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  ARNOLD  ELZEY, 

Commanding ,  &c. : 

GENERAL  :  I  moved  yesterday  morning  at  9  a.  m.  with  my  whole 
force  except  the  several  guards.  Arrived  here  in  person  with  the  artil 
lery  about  12.30  p,  m.  My  men  inarched  well  and  in  line  spirits,  and 
did  well  in  weather  and  bivouac  and  roads.  The  infantry  are  delayed 
at  Forge  Bridge  by  the  high  water.  I  ordered  the  baggage  wagons  to 
be  emptied  to  take  them  across  dry-footed.  As  soon  as  I  arrived  I 
called  the  chief  officers  of  this  post  together  for  reports.  Here  they 
report : 

Holcombe  Legion,  fit  for  action 175 

32d  (Virginia)  Battalion,  Maj.   [J.  R.]  Robertson,  fit  for  action 40 

Total  cavalry  to  bo  relied  on  in  a  fight 215 

One  section  of  artillery 39 

One  battalion  of  infantry ^39 


At  Diascund,  of  all  arms 493 
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At  Diascuud,  of  all  arms 41)3 

Re-enforcements  brought  by  me  : 

Artillery  (one  battery  and  two  sections) 174 

Infantry  (71  officers  and  1,040  enlisted  men) 1,111 

Haw  ley's  cavalry,  about 35 


Total  of  all  arms  brought  by  me 1, 320 


Total  of  all  arms.... 1,813 

Deduct  for  error  in  cavalry  report 40 


Total 1,773 


SUMMARY. 

Tota I  of  cavalry 21 0 

Total  of  artillery -213 

Total  of  infantry 1,350 


Grand  total 1,773 

If  my  men  are  not  too  much  broken  down  I  will  move  upon  Williams- 
bury:  near  enough  to  attack  to-morrow  evening  or  by  daylight  next 
morning.  I  send  you  a  note*  from  Colonel  Tabb,  which  met  me  011  the 
way.  Infantry  or  no  infantry,  enemy  re-enforced  or  not,  I  will  cer 
tainly  attack  them  Saturday  morning  as  early  as  my  men  can  take  aim. 
I  find  the  forces  here  deficient  in  ammunition,  and  beg  you  to  forward 
some,  according  to  the  accompanying  requisitions,  with  dispatch. 
Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


DEPARTMENT,  0.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  April  10,  18G3. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War: 

SLR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  the  James  River  obstructions 
be  opened  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment,  to  permit  the  Richmond 
to  pass  below  them. 

I  deem  it  very  important  that  our  armed  vessels  in  the  river  should 
be  able  to  pass  the  barrier  at  any  time,  and  I  respectfully  suggest  that 
this  be  provided  for.  The  large  schooner  Galego  may  perhaps  be  used 
in  connection  with  this  measure. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  MALLORY, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Indorsements.] 

APRIL  11,  1803. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  President  for  his  consideration. 

J.  A.  S., 

Secretary. 

It  would  be  well,  before  action,  to  have  a  report  and  opinion  of  the 
Chief  Engineer. 

J.  D. 

*  Not  found. 
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APRIL  12,  1863. 
To  the  ENGINEER  BUREAU: 

Note  the  President's  suggestion  of  a  report.  It  is  desirable  to  know 
among  other  things  how  far  the  permanence  and  security  of  the  remain 
ing  works  would  be  endangered  by  making  the  required  opening;  how 
long  it  would  require  to  remove;  whether  the  opening  could  be  so  ar 
ranged  as  still  to  make  the  obstructions  effective  to  arrest  and  keep 
under  fire  hostile  vessels  attempting  to  pass,  and  also  whether  a  pas 
sage  might  not  more  easily  or  advantageously  be  made  by  cutting  a 
canal  around  through  the  low  ground  on  one  side  of  the  river  at  the 
point  of  obstruction. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secretary. 

ENGINEER  BUREAU,  April  20, 1863. 
Eespectfully  returned  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War. 
A  report  in  reply  to  the  above  questions  has  been  forwarded  to-day.* 

J.  F.  GILMEK, 
Colonel  of  Engineers  and  Chief  of  Bureau. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  0.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  April  10,  1863. 
General  W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  : 

General  Beauregard  telegraphs  that  clear  indications  denote  an  early 
attack  by  land  from  Bull's  Bay  on  Charleston,  as  likewise  contempo 
raneous  assaults  on  other  parts  of  his  line,  and  urges  earnestly  the  for 
warding  of  re-enforcements.  If  you  can  venture  the  risk,  send  forward 
any  troops  (Evans'  brigade  or  less).  The  movement,  however,  is  rested 
on  your  discretion,  with  only  an  expression  of  the  desire  of  the  Depart 
ment.  If  you  send,  inform  General  Lougstreet,  whose  address  I  do  not 
know. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


ERANKLIN,  YA.,  April  10,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON: 

It  will  probably  occupy  two  weeks  of  time  to  haul  out  the  subsistence 
and  quartermaster's  supplies.  This  would  probably  give  abundance  of 
time  for  the  co-operation. 

JAMES  LONGSTKEET, 
Lieutenant-  Gen  era  I,  Commanding. 


EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT  OF  VIRGINIA, 

April  10,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

SIR:  The  mayor  of  this  city  has  called  upon  the  Governor  for  a  mili 
tary  force  in  aid  of  the  civil  authority  in  suppression  of  an  outbreak 

*  See  Gilmer  to  Seddon,  April  20,  p.  1008. 
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which  his  honor  has  been  informed  may  be  expected  during  the  coming 
night.  In  addition  to  the  force  Brigadier-General  Winder  has  placed 
at  His  Excellency's  command,  Major-General  Elzey  has  been  requested 
to  bring  into  the  city  two  of  his  battalions.  To  this  request  the  major- 
general  from  Chaffin's  Bluff  has  promptly  replied: 

The  two  battalions  asked  for  have  been  ordered  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness 
under  arms;  but  it  would  be  well  for  His  Excellency  (the  Governor)  to  apply  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  in  the  mean  time  for  the  force  under  my  command.  I  am  inspect 
ing,  but  will  be  in  the  <}ity  by  sundown. 

Accordingly,  by  direction  of  His  Excellency,  I  have  the  honor  to  ask 
that  the  order  suggested  by  General  Elzey  may  be  given. 
I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  BASSETT  FKENCH, 
Colonel  and  Aide-de-camp. 

APRIL  10,  1803—11  a.  m. 
[General  HILL:] 

GENERAL:  My  wagon  train  will  be  here  from  Pungo  at  7  p.  in.,  the 
quartermaster  writes  me  who  is  in  charge  of  it.  Captain  Reilly  opened 
on  the  enemy  this  morning,  but  can  produce  but  little  effect,  except  to 
make  him  keep  close.  They  returned  his  fire  with  four  32-pounders.  I 
trust  to  God  all  is  going  well  with  you.  Let  me  know  what  I  shall  do. 
My  quartermaster  at  Tranter's  Bridge  has  forage  for  some  four  days, 
after  which  he  says  he  knows  not  where  to  procure  it.  No  recent  news 
from  Bath. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  GAKNETT, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Abstract  from  Field  Return  of  Troops  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  French.  April  10, 

18G3. 


Troops. 

Present   for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Officers. 

1 

382 
19 
8 
4 
3 
1 
9 
15 
21 

5,456 
92 
146 
86 
76 
23 
143 
832 
55 

6,744 
177 
164 
95 
85 
24 
154 
861 
76 

251 
179 
101 
125 
25 
161 
920 
76 

462 

6,909 

8,380 

1,  838 

BUR  WELL  BAY,  April  11, 1863. 
Maj.  WILLIAM  NORRIS, 

Chief  of  Signal  Corps  : 

SIR  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  my  return  from  my  first  trip  across 
tlie  river.    There  are  few  Abolitionists  on  the  Peninsula,    Jfo  addition 
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to  tlie  number  tit  Yorktown.  Two  (lieutenants)  only  at  Newport  News. 
Hawkins'  Zouaves  at  Camp  Hamilton  (Segal's  farm)  and  Third  New  York 
in  garrison  at  Fort  Monroe.  None  have  gone  to  Suffolk  since  the  15th  or 
20th  of  March.  Their  number  there  is  estimated  at  20,000.  I  will  en 
deavor  to  learn  the  exact  force  there  to-morrow  night,  when  I  shall  pro 
cure  papers,  &c.  The  usual  fleet  at  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  H.  CAUSEY, 
Captain,  Confederate  States  Army. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

April  11,  1803. 
MJIJ.  Gen.  ARNOLD  ELZEY, 

Commanding  at  Richmond : 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  7th  has  been  received.  The  diversion  you 
project  in  the  direction  of  Yorktown  will  serve  to  distract  the  enemy 
and  prevent  re-enforcements  being  sent  to  Suffolk,  and  I  hope  will  afford 
more  aid  to  General  Long-street  than  the  additional  troops  you  could  give 
him.  I  approve,  therefore,  of  your  course,  and  hope  it  will  be  carried 
out  boldly  and  energetically. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  11,  180  >. 
General  JAMES  LONG-STREET,  FranJclin,  Va.  : 

General  Beanregard  is  so  urgent  for  re-enforcements  that  I  request 
you  will  send  Hansom's  brigade,  or  some  other,  to  Wilmington  to  replace 
Evans',  which  I  shall  order  to  Charleston. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Seven  miles  of  Suffolk,  Va.,  April  11,  18G3. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War : 

SIR  :  Your  telegram  is  received.  The  most  that  we  can  possibly  spare 
to  re-enforce  General  Beauregard  would  be  a  brigade.  It  would  hardly 
be  worth  the  while  to  send  it.  I  hope  that  General  Hill  may  in  a  few 
days  be  able  to  send  more.  I  have  advised  him  of  General  Beaure- 
gard's  necessities.  It  must  occupy  the  enemy  several  days  to  begin  to 
make  any  impression  at  Charleston  ;  meanwhile  we  may  do  much  more 
good  here  and  in  North  Carolina.  General  Hill's  address  by  telegraph 
is  liocky  Mount,  N.  C.;  from  that  point  your  dispatches  will  be  for 
warded  to  him.  His  orders  and  arrangements  were  complete  as  far  as 
I  could  make  them  when  I  left  "Franklin.  Please  send  him  such  orders 
or  instructions  as  you  think  proper. 

May  I  ask  that  you  pardon  this  pencil  note  ?  My  writing  materials 
have  not  yet  come  up. 

J  remain,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTKEET, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding, 
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WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  11,  1863. 
General  W.  II.  0.  WHITING, 

Wilmington,  N~.  C. : 

I  have  requested  General  Long-street  to  send  Hansom's  or  some  other 
brigade  to  Wilmington  to  replace  Evans7  brigade. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

HE AD  QUARTER  S , 

Wilmington,  N.  C..  April  11,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SBDDON, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

SIR  :  I  received  your  telegram  referring  to  General  Beauregard's  ap 
prehension  of  an  attack  by  Bull's  Bay. '  If  well  founded  this  is  a  very 
serious  demonstration,  and,  combined  with  the  fact  that  the  enemy  is 
in  force  in  the  Sounds. below  Charleston,  where  his  base  is,  it  will  make 
the  successful  defense  of  the  city  and  surrounding  country  a  very  diffi 
cult  problem  with  the  force  at  General  Beauregard's  command.  The 
object  of  a  demonstration  by  Bull's  Bay  might  either  be  the  establish 
ment  in  force  on  the  Haddrell's  Point  side,  isolation  of  Sullivan's  Island, 
and  bombardment  of  the  city,  or  an  attempt  to  cut  the  North  Carolina 
Railroad,  or  both.  With  regard  to  my  power  to  assist  General  Beaure- 
gard,  you  are  aware  that  my  force  is  already  much  reduced  by  the  ab 
sence  of  General  Ransom's  brigade  for  the  operations  against  Foster 
about  New  Berne  and  Washington,  in  which  also  General  Lougstreet, 
by  letter  of  8th  instant,  desires  me  to  co-operate  if  possible.  The  only 
available  force  here,  is  Evans'  brigade,  not  a  very  strong  one.  Of  this 
I  must  take  the  responsibility,  upon  your  telegram,  of  sparing  three 
regiments  to  General  Beauregard,  though  I  must  earnestly  urge  that 
their  place  be  supplied  at  once,  with  the  double  view  of  giving  him,  in 
case  of  necessity,  further  and  much  needed  aid  and  of  preventing  all 
risk  here  where  I  am  by  no  means  as  strong  as  I  desire  to  be  and 
where  the  presence  of  troops  is  at  all  times  necessary  as  well  for  labor 
as  for  defense.  With  regard  to  the  water  defenses,  I  hope  you  will  be 
able  to  let  me  have  at  least  two  Brooke  rifles,  one  for  each  entrance, 
those  gnus  appearing  to  have  been  most  effective  against  monitors. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  Gene)  al. 


HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  THE  CAPE  FEAR, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  April  11,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

SIR  :  A  letter  of  Flag-Officer  [William  F.]  Lynch  to  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  with  accompanying  letter  of  Senator  [George  J  Davis,  of  North 
Carolina,  has  been  referred  to  me  as  relating  to  the  defense  of  the  Cape 
Fear.  There  are  several  points  in  both  letters  (mistakes  as  well  as  im 
proprieties)  upon  which  I  might  remark  with  some  animadversion.  I 
will  simply  refer  to  them  :  In  the  first  place,  the  battery  to  which  Flag- 
Officer  Lynch  refers,  March  13,  has  not  been  discontinued,  but  (although 
the  guns  will  be  needed  for  the  North  Carolina)  is  prepared  for  mount 
ing  others ;  second,  the  river  obstructions  are  not  only  niucli  further 
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advanced  than  when  "  I  (he)  first  came  on  the  station,"  but  nearly  all 
that  has  been  done  in  this  matter  has  been  done  since  I  assumed  com 
mand;  is  rapidly  progressing  as  satisfactorily  as  the  means  at  my  com-, 
mand  and  the  nature  of  the  problem  will  permit.  In  this  connection 
permit  me  to  refer  you  to  my  report  on  the  defenses  of  the  Cape  Fear, 
section  headed  »4  Obstructions,"  and  generally.  Many  projects  of  ob 
structions,  mostly  impracticable,  have  been  presented  to  me.  There  is, 
thirdly,  "no  uneasiness  felt  in  the  community"  with  which  the  Depart 
ment  has  not  been  fully  (through  myself,  when  well  founded)  made  ac 
quainted,  and  upon  which  I  have  perhaps  equal  facilities  with  Senator 
Davis  to  enlighten  it.  Flag-Officer  Lynch  says,  fourthly,  "  Under  these 
circumstances  I  pray  you  to  obtain  authority  for  me  to  obstruct  the 
river,  which  in  twelve  days  I  will  be  ready  to  defend  with  the  Korth 
Carolina  under  one  coat  of  plating."  I  am  competent  to  give  the  au 
thority  asked  and  most  cheerfully  concede  it  in  the  same  spirit  in  which 
I  have  always  assisted  and  co-operated  with  the  Navy  and  always  shall, 
though  I  most  respectfully  suggest  that  I  think  the  completion  of  the 
gunboats  will  be  quite  as  much  as  the  Navy  authorities  can  attend  to, 
the  North  Carolina  not  yet  being  ready  for  the  purpose  proposed  on  the 
13th  March.  As  to  the  defense,  that  is  my  affair.  I  will  not  further 
allude  to  the  manifest  impropriety  of  these  letters  than  to  notice  a  re 
mark  in  that  of  Senator  Davis,  that  he  has  "  reason  to  believe  that 
General  D.  H.  Hill  has  been  painfully  disappointed  in  the  defense  of 
Wilmington."  If  General  Hill  had  any  such  feeling  it  was  doubtless 
in  relation  to  the  deficiency  of  the  armament — a  feeling  shared  by  the 
department  and  by  myself  and  due  to  the  straitness  of  our  resources 
and  the  pressing  demands  upon  us  everywhere,  and  not  to  any  measures 
I  have  taken.  Senator  Davis  in  a  natural,  proper  anxiety  upon  a  mat 
ter  of  the  greatest  importance  to  himself  and  people,  and  not  familiar 
with  the  subject,  has  no  doubt  misunderstood  General  Hill.  I  request 
that  you  will  permit  Senator  Davis,  if  not  inconsistent  with  the  public 
service,  to  read  the  report  upon  the  defenses  of  the  Cape  Fear  which  I 
had  the  honor  to  submit  for  the  information  of  the  President,  with  his 
permission,  and  that  you  will  refer  this  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  to  whom  Flag-Officer  Lynch's  letter  was  originally  addressed. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
.   '  Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS,  in  Camp,  April  11,  [1863]. 

(Via  Franklin  April  12.) 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON  : 

I  hope  that  we  shall  have  plenty  of  time  to  re-enforce  General  Beau- 
regard.  It  will  take  much  time  for  the  enemy  to  accomplish  anything, 
even  after  his  attack  is  begun. 

I  telegraphed  General  Hill  to  re-enforce  as  soon  as  he  possibly  can. 

JAMES  LONGSTItEET. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Kinston,  N.  C.,  April  12,  18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  II.  HTLL, 

Commanding  in  North  Carolina  : 

GENERAL:  I  have  received  your  two  notes  of  yesterday  and  have 
put  on  foot  the  men  on  the  railroad.  Shall  act  vigorously  in  getting 
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the  conscripts.  Have  also  started  a  party  to  put  up  the  Core  Creek 
Bridge.  I  hold  the  force  I  took  with  me  to  Contentnea  so  that  I  may 
move  to  any  point  from  here.  Unless  the  enemy  should  again  strip 
New  Berne  a  demonstration  only  in  that  direction  could  do  little  good. 
I  hardly  think  old  man  Wessells  will  try  to  march  to  Wilmington;  if 
he  does  he  will  never  get  back.  May  God  grant  you  a  speedy  success 
at  Washington.  If  I  go  toward  New  Berne  I  desire  to  enter  the  town. 
If  your  scouts  gain  no  more  information  than  mine  you  must  be  embar 
rassed  ;  but  the  short  line  between  the  rivers  makes  it  very  difficult  to 
pass. 

Inclosed  I  send  a  letter  from  Mr.  Washington,  perhaps  the  richest 
man  in  the  county.  The  corn  he  speaks  of  is  indispensable  to  us. 
He  has  carried  off  his  own  entire  crop,  and  this  corn  was  bought  last 
fall.  If  one  man  be  permitted  to  take  it  awray  we  will  be  able  to 
get  none.  It  is  with  difficulty  that  we  get  on  now.  I  have  refused 
every  one,  no  matter  how  small  the  quantity.  Mr.  Washington  has  a 
mill,  and  claims  that  because  he  has  sold  to  us  since  last  fall  some 
$1,500  or  $2,000  worth  of  meal  that  he  should  be  exempt,  and  also  be 
cause  he  has  the  iron  contract.  His  slaves  were  hired  up  the  country 
principally,  and  in  my  judgment  he  should  not  have  permission  to  carry 
oft'  one  bushel.  There  is  hardly  a  man  in  the  Confederacy  who  has  done 
less  for  the  Government.  As  to  the  corn  in  Warren  County  I  simply 
said  to  Mr.  Washington  he  could  find  it  there.  As  to  the  nature  of  his 
contract  I  know  nothing  ;  he  has  been  reticent  on  that  point.  I  do  not 
consider  that  I  am  bound  by  the  permits  of  my  predecessors,  for  I  do 
not  know  how  far  they  may  have  been  taken  advantage  of.  Until  I 
get  your  positive  orders  to  let  the  corn  go  it  will  remain,  unless  neces 
sity  compels  me  to  use  it.  I  shall  apply  to  Mr.  Washington  the  same 
rules  I  do  to  others. 

Everything  quiet. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  RANSOM,  JR., 

Brigadier-  General. 


WILMINGTON,  N.  C.,  April  12, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  II.  HILL,  Commanding  : 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL  :  I  have  your  note  this  afternoon.  Have  tele 
graphed  you.  By  reason  of  the  urgent  dispatches  of  the  War  Depart 
ment,  General  Beauregard,  together  with  General  Longstreet's  instruc 
tions,  and  the  importance  of  the  case,  I  have  felt  obliged  to  let  General 
Evans  and  three  regiments  go  to  Charleston.  I  keep  two  here.  Sup 
pose  you  let  either  Colonel  Ransom's  or  Col.  [L.  M.]  McAfee's  regiment 
(Forty-ninth  North  Carolina),  from  General  Eansom's  brigade,  come 
down  here.  I  shall  not  then  feel  uneasy  as  to  any  temporary  attack  or 
feint  of  the  enemy.  Colonel  Ransom  is  here  on  a  court-martial.  That 
brigade  is  so  strong,  and  [being]  composed  of  five  regiments,  would  not, 
I  think,  greatly  miss  one,  while  the  presence  of  one  here  would  be  much 
for  me.  Your  movements  as  against  Washington  and  Foster  appear  to 
me  to  be  admirably  designed,  and  I  hope  you  wrill  bag  him.  My  scouts 
report  great  alarm  in  New  Berne.  We  have  a  refugee  Avho  has  escaped 
them  to  our  lines.  He  describes  the  impression  there  that  you  will  de 
stroy  Eoster.  I  have  applied  for  the  Eirst  and  Third  North  Carolina 
Regiments,  now  in  Virginia,  to  be  sent  here  as  a  garrison  of  Wilmington. 
These  regiments  are  not  brigaded  in  any  North  Carolina  brigade,  and 
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might  perhaps  suit.     It  would  bo  a  very  good  thing;  I  wish  you  would 
urge  it.    It  would  greatly  help  all  of  our  operations  to  have  a  couple  of 
independent  regiments. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  General. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  13,  1863. 
General  D.  H.  HILL,  Rocky  Mount,  N.  C.: 

General  Evans'  brigade  being  sent  from  Wilmington  to  Charleston, 
replace  it  with  a  brigade.    General  Longstreet  is  informed  of  this. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  13,  1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET,  Franklin,  Va.  : 

General  Whiting  still  urges  re-enforcements.     Send  force  to  replace 
Evans'  brigade. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond^  Va.,  April  13, 1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET  : 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  the  llth  instant  has  been  delivered  by  your 
courier.  General  Whiting  calls  still  so  urgently  for  re-enforcements  to 
replace  General  Evans'  brigade  (sent  on  to  Charleston)  that  the  matter 
lias  been  laid  before  the  President,  and  his  judgment  is  that  it  would  be 
unsafe  to  leave  Wilmington  without  such  re-enforcements.  Therefore 
I  telegraphed  you  this  morning  that  such  should  be  sent.  I  will  now, 
having  learned  General  Hill's  address  through  your  letter,  telegraph 
him  directly  to  the  same  effect.  I  regret  very  much  to  interfere  in  any 
way  with  your  concerted  arrangements,  but  an  engagement  was  pre 
viously  given  to  send  forward  a  brigade  when  required  to  Charleston, 
and  I  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  disregard  it.  As  explained  to  you  in  a 
previous  letter,  I  had  supposed  you  acquainted  with  that  arrangement. 
I  do  not  propose  that  more  than  one  brigade  be  sent  to  Charleston  to 
be  supplied  at  Wilmington.  That  will  not,  I  trust,  materially  interfere 
with  the  plans  of  General  Hill  or  yourself. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

P.  S. — The  above  letter  was  returned  by.  the  same  courier. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  13,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  WHITING,  Wilmington,  N.  C.  : 

General  Hill  has  been  ordered  to  send  a  brigade  to  replace  Evans',  to 
be  forwarded  to  Charleston. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 
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APRIL  13,  1803. 
[Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL:] 

GENERAL:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  April  13,  7:30  a.  m- 
My  ordnance  officer  lias  gone  to  Boyd's  Landing  for  the  Parrott  ammu 
nition.  When  I  have  completed  all  the  breastworks  for  batteries  and 
placed  guns  in  them  I  shall  require  more  troops  to  support  them,  other 
wise  my  command  will  be  too  much  scattered.  Col.  f  W.  F.]  Martin  had 
better  be  sent  over,  I  think.  Your  instructions  will  be  communicated 
to  Captain  Eeilly.  1  do  not  know  at  what  point  on  this  side  your  boat 
will  laud  to  establish  the  courier  line  you  speak  of.  Three  Yankee  pris 
oners  were  brought  up  this  morning  by  the  cavalry  from  Bath.  These 
men  deserted  from  the  troops  at  Sew  Berne  and  went  over  to  Hyde 
County,  where  they  delivered  themselves  to  two  of  Captain  Swindell's 
men.  One  is  an  orderly  sergeant,  and  seems  to  be  aa  intelligent  man. 
He  reports  10,000  troops  at  New  Berne  under  the  command  of  Palmer; 
says  many  of  these  troops  are  disaffected  and  those  who  are  to  be  dis 
charged  in  May  will  not  serve  longer.  I  have  sent  the  deserters  to 
Greenville  subject  to  your  further  orders.  They  are  very  anxious  that 
their  names  should  not  appear  in  the  papers  as  deserters  for  fear  it  may 
bring  punishment  upon  them  when  they  return  and  wrork  to  their  preju 
dice  at  their  homes.  I  therefore  hope  you  will  give  the  necessary  in 
structions  should  you  order  them  to  Richmond. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  GAENETT, 
Brigadier-  General. 

P.  S. — The  deserters  are  from  the  One  hundred  and  first  Pennsyl 
vania. 


APRIL  13,  1SG3— 5  p.  in. 
[General  D.  H.  HILL  :] 

GENERAL  :  I  have  given  the  instructions  to  Captain  Eeilly  about  open 
ing  on  the  Yankee  barracks,  in  accordance  with  your  orders  in  dispatch 
of  7.30  a.  m.  to-day.  Colonel  Ferebee  has  been  ordered  to  collect  con 
scripts  and  also  to  watch  the  roads  you  speak  of.  He  says  that  General 
Eobertson,  who  was  here  yesterday,  spoke  of  relieving  Colonel  Fere- 
bee's  men  by  Griffin's  cavalry.  I  presume  he  means  those  on  the  James- 
ville  and  Plymouth  roads.  I  have  frequently  impressed  upon  Colonel 
F.  to  guard  those  roads  well,  and  he  informs  me  that  the  necessary 
steps  have  been  taken  to  do  so.  My  ordnance  officer  went  for  the  am 
munition  to  Boyd's  Ferry  this  morning.  I  mentioned,  in  reply  to  your 
note  this  morning,  that  I  thought  it  better  for  Colonel  Martin's  regiment 
to  join  me  here,  and  will  send  him  the  order  to-night.  I  can  learn  noth 
ing  of  the  condition  of  the  enemy  inside,  but  I  fear  that  they  can  keep 
themselves  supplied  by  fishing  with  seines,  as  fish  are  very  plentiful  in 
the  river  at  this  season.  I  sent  up  the  Jamesville  road  this  morning 
about  7  miles  and  found  Griffin's  pickets  on  it,  so  I  presume  it  is  all 
right  in  that  direction.  • 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  GAENETT, 
Brigadier-  General. 

APRIL  13,  18G3 — 7  p.  m. 
[Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL:] 

GENERAL:  I  inclose  you  a  note  from  Colonel  Cantwell  relative  to  the 
seizure  of  a  vessel  bound  to  New  Berne.  I  have  ordered  the  property 
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of  the  Widow  to  be  removed  and  tbe  captaiii  and  crew  to  be  arrested  and 
sent  to  me;  also  the  vessel  to  be  burned  should  there  be  any  danger  of 
her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  I  wish  you  would  give  me 
instructions  as  to  what  I  shall  do  with  the  arrested  persons  and  the 
schooner.  I  think  she  should  be  burned,  but  will  not  give  the  order 
until  I  hear  from  you  to  that  eflect.  The  ordnance  officer  I  sent  for 
ammunition  reports  that  the  road  which  was  ordered  to  be  repaired 
leading  to  Boyd's  Ferry  will  not  admit  of  artillery  or  even  many  wagons 
passing  over  it  without  cutting  it  up  very  much*  As  they  be  an  im 
portant  work,  I  deem  it  proper  to  mention  this  fact  to  you. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  B.  GABNETT, 

Brigadier-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Raleigh,  N.  0.,  April  13,  18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  HILL, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  North  Carolina,  Goldsborough,  N.  C.  : 

GENERAL  :  If  you  have  any  command  for  me  I  have  the  honor  to 
request  that  I  may  be  ordered  to  it  at  once.  The  position  of  command 
ing  officer  here  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  necessary  one,  but  the  duties  can 
be  performed  by  an  officer  unable  to  do  field  service.  Col.  [W.  L.]  De 
Bosset,  now  in  the  State,  could  easily  take  my  place  here.  A  general 
officer  is  not  required  here,  and  the  circumstances  of  my  situation,  which 
are  known  to  you,  make  it  desirable  to  me  to  leave  the  State,  and  under 
any  contigencies  to  leave  the  city  of  Baleigh.  Should  you  have  no  com 
mand  to  offer  me,  please  approve,  recommend,  and  forward  the  inclosed 
application. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  MABTIN, 
Brigadier-  General. 

[APRIL  13,  18G3]— 12  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL: 

GENERAL:  Yours  of  10.30  just  received.  I  would  like  to  have  all  the 
movable  rifle  artillery  or  rather  "anti-gunboat,"  that  I  can  get.  The 
ground  on  the  enemy's  side  of  the  mouth  of  the  creek  does  certainly 
command  ours,  and  unless  we  can  drive  the  gunboats  away  they  can 
cross;  but  how  they  are  to  march  to  Fort  Hill  afterward  will  puzzle 
them,  provided  our  forces  are  ready  to  concentrate.  They  must  con 
centrate  to  attack.  Everything  depends  upon  our  being  able  to  do  the 
same  is  my  opinion.  I  think  the  guns  in  question  had  better  come 
down. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

J.  J.  PETTIGBEW, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Kinston,  N.  <?.,  April  13,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL,  Commanding: 

GENERAL:  Your  two  notes  of  to-day  are  just  received.  Of  course  I 
will  cheerfully  do  whatever  is  for  the  good  of  our  service;  but  I  hope  my 
brigade  may^be  kept  together.  Faithfully  have  I  striven  to  get  it  to  a 
first-rate  state  of  efficiency,  and  it  would  be  a  proud  moment  for  me  to 
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take  it  a  unit  into  a  battle.  You  are  well  aware  how  soon  the  best 
troops  can  become  demoralized.  But  recently,  during  a  very  short 
absence  from  my  brigade,  I  had  reason  to  regret  that  I  had  left  it.  I 
beg  you  will  do  what  you  can  not  to  split  my  command  to  pieces  and 
cause  it  to  become  of  little  use.  If  you  could  see  it  together  I  know  you 
would  award  it  a  place  second  to  no  other.  Whatever  may  be  your 
orders  I  will  obey  with  zeal  and  faithfulness. 

I  wrote  to  Major  Anderson  to-day.  Everything  as  quiet  as  possible. 
I  can  get  no  news  from  New  Berne  ;  have  tried  hard,  and  am  still  mak 
ing  efforts. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  EANSOM,  JR., 

Brigadier-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Kinston,  N.  0.,  April  13,  18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL: 

GENERAL:  I  inclose  a  note*  from  General  Whiting  by  a  courieA> 
wLom  I  sent  with  your  letter  to  him.    It  has  just  come  in.    I  hear  that 
the  enemy  is  landing  heavy  forces  below  Charleston.     Whiting  will 
doubless  give  you  the  news. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  EANSOM,  JR., 

Brigadier-  General. 


KINSTON,  N.  0.,  April  14, 1863. 
General  D.  H.  HILL, 

Commanding  in  North  Carolina  : 

GENERAL  :  Your  note  of  yesterday  was  received  early  to-day.  I  had 
sent  off  about  a  dozen  conscripts.  Will  retain  the  others.  With  no 
evidence  except  against  one  of  the  14  sent  up  by  your  order  from  Beau 
fort  I  can  make  but  a  poor  investigation.  Major  Kennedy  sent  me 
only  one  letter  from  Ed.  Stanly,  addressed  to  a  United  States  naval 
officer,  that  commits  partially  one  of  the  parties.  He  too,  I  should  say, 
was  over  forty  years  old.  The  rest  had  best  be  sent  to  Eichmond  or 
directly  to  the  Eappahannock.  My  Quakers  are  obstinate.  They  have 
Ydthstood  hunger  and  thirst  for  over  four  days.  I  sent  down  Major 
Guion,  of  the  Engineers,  to  superintend  the  building  of  the  bridge  over 
Core  Creek.  To-day  I  find  it  completed,  but  so  low  to  the  water  that  a 
slight  rise  would  wash  it  away.  My  scouts  report  a  larger  force  now 
in  IsTew  Berne  than  for  some  weeks  past.  They  say  re-enforcements 
have  arrived  within  the  past  few  days.  If  so,  an  advance  will  be  at 
tempted  toward  this  place  and  an  attack  by  the  gunboats  be  made  on 
Wilmington.  They  will  thus  hope  to  prevent  your  sending  any  one  to 
Wilmington,  and  perhaps  to  pass  over  us  before' you  can  get  here,  or  it 
may  be  they  will  be  content  to  hold  us  all  here.  If  you  do  not  order 
the  demonstration  on  New  Berne  I  shall  not  make  it.  With  half  the 
number  of  my  force  in  the  town  I  cannot  take  it.  Two  demonstrations 
have  already  been  made  upon  the  place,  arid,  with  respect,  I  suggest 
that  a  repetition  of  these  feints  tend  to  weaken  us  and  give  courage  and 
importance  to  the  enemy.  If  the  enemy  go  out  again  I  will  be  as  rapid 
as  man 'can  be  to  take  his  place  ;  and  if  in  your  better  judgment  it  be 
wise  to  make  the  demonstration  let  me  know  and  it  shall  be  promptly 
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executed.  I  have  been  told  that  you  had  heavy  firing  this  morning  and 
last  night.  I  earnestly  pray  you  have  again  repulsed  them.  Your  note 
relative  to  the  engineers  has  just  reached  me.  I  will  attend  to  its  com 
mands. 

Op.m. — Lieutenant  Connor  has  just  gone  off  in  the  direction  you 
speak  of  and  will  be  near  you  by  the  time  you  get  this.  Lieutenant 
Foy,  whom  I  sent  scouting  near  New  Berne,  has  returned  within  the 
hour,  lie  states  that  a  day  or  two  ago  some  twenty  iron-clads  and  other 
gunboats  left  Beaufort — that  a  strong  re- enforcement  came  up  from 
there  to  New  Berne.  The  officer  I  sent  to  break  up  the  railroad  has  not 
yet  reported.  lie  has  hardly  had  time,  as  I  wished  the  bridge  near 
Shepherdsville  destroyed,  if  possible. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly, 

E.  EANSOM,  JR., 

Brigadier-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  N.  <7.,  April  14, 1803. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Commanding  near  Washington,  N.  C.  : 

GENERAL:  I  have  just  received  yours  of  the  12th,*  inclosing  a  tele 
gram  *  from  Longstreet.  I  have  received  so  many  orders  and  counter- 
orders  from  so  many  different  sources  that  really  I  am  puzzled  how  to 
answer.  The  War  Department  has  been  directing  me  to  re-enforce  Gen 
eral  Beauregard.  The  lieutenant-general  commanding  orders  co-opera 
tion  with  you,  while  from  his  headquarters  at  Petersburg  I  get  directions 
to  aid  Beauregard  if  the  latter  is  urgent.  Finally,  General  Beauregard 
suspends  the  movement  of  Evans'  brigade.  My  position  is  then  this: 
One  regiment  of  Evans'  brigade  is  in  Charleston,  having  got  off  before 
the  movement  was  stopped;  the  general  himself  is  there;  I  have  four 
here.  I  do  not  think  the  enemy  have  in  the  least  given  up  their  designs 
on  Charleston.  It  is  incredible  that  after  such  monstrous  preparations 
they  should  give  up  -  — t  of  that  performance  of  the  monitors. 
Nor  am  I  apprehensive  immediately  of  any  demonstration  on  Wilming 
ton,  though  such  might  be  attempted.  If,  as  you  surmise,  any  feint 
should  be  made  by  laud,  your  cavalry  ought  to  let  Eansom  know  the 
moment  it  is  discovered,  that  he  need  not  wait  for  me  to  call  upon  him. 
If  your  estimate  of  Foster's  troops,  viz,  8,000,  is  correct,  and  as  Long- 
street  says  he  has  received  no  more  re-enforcements,  he  will  neither  dare 
to  attack  you  nor  to  move  on  me.  I  know  him  too  well.  Still  I  must 
keep  on  the  lookout.  I  only  fear  that  my  armament  is  not  heavy  enough 
to  keep  a  monitor  out.  For  one  to  get  inside  would  be  a  very  serious 
embarrassment ;  but  it  will  hardly  be  tried,  I  think,  until  the  defenses 
of  Charleston  are  more  thoroughly  tested ;  and  surely  unless  they  aban 
don  their  great  expedition  altogether  before  that  first  repulse  they  will 
not  divert  any  portion  of  their  land  or  naval  forces  for  an  attempt  on  a 
subordinate  position.  If  I  should  hear  that  the  fleet  and  transports 
had  all  passed  the  Charleston  bar  going  northward  I  should  think  they 
were  coming  here  and  call  for  all  the  aid  I  could  get.  If  they  abandon 
their  Charleston  move  Beauregard  could  aid  me.  In  the  mean  time  I  do 
not  like  to  think  that  your  operations  should  be  in  any  manner  crippled  to 
a  id  me  unless  at  the  last  extremity.  Your  operations  there  are  in  fact  my 
great  security  here,  unless  an  additional  expedition  should  be  fitting  out 
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in  the  North  of  which  we  know  nothing.     I  therefore  hope  you  will  be 
able  to  press  Foster  hard.    He  is  not  the  man,  nor  Wessells  either,  to 
fight  you  and  me  both  at  once. 
Very  truly, 

W.  II.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  (   HDQRS.  DEFT.  VIRGINIA  AND  N.  CAROLINA, 
No.  — .  S  Near  Suffolk,  Va.,  April  14,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  French  is  temporarily  assigned  to  the  command  of  all 
the  artillery  serving  with  the  forces  on  the  Blackwater.     It  will  be  un 
der  his  control  and  direction,  and  commanding  officers  will  accord  due 
observance  of  his  orders  and  dispositions. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet: 

G.  MOXLEY  SOEEEL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  THE  CAPE  FEAR, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  April  15,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va. : 

SIR:  I  beg  leave,  in  the  short  lull  afforded  by  the  enemy,  to  urge  my 
need  of  more  heavy  guns,  especially  the  8  or  10-inch  columbiads  and 
the  Brooke  rifle.  The  enemy,  I  think,  now  will  either  renew  a  desperate 
effort  on  Charleston,  or,  fearful  of  that  place,  try  one  they  suppose  to  be 
weaker.  If  injury  to  us  be  an  object  they  ought  scarcely  to  attempt  this 
place.  You  are  aware  of  the  inadequacy  of  our  armament  here,  and  that 
many  guns  intended  for  Wilmington  have  been  diverted  to  meet  what 
have  been  required  as  more  pressing  necessities  elsewhere.  I  am  much 
in  want  now  of  at  least  two  heavy  rifles  and  four  columbiads  (8  or  10- 
inch),  with  their  ammunition. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  General. 


APRIL  15,  1863—9.30  a,  m. 
[Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL:] 

GENERAL:  My  train  has  just  arrived  from  the  Pungo  Eiver.  It 
brings  up  65  barrels  of  corn  and  about  8,000  pounds  of  bacon.  Of  this 
lot  2,000  pounds  came  from  Hyde.  Captain  Swindell,  who  sent  agents 
into  Hyde,  reports  that  most  of  the  bacon  remaining  in  that  country  is 
in  the  hands  of  persons  who  have  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  they 
will  not  sell  it  unless  it  is  impressed.  I  have  ordered  my  train  to  go  to 
Tranter's  Creek  Bridge.  You  do  not  say  in  your  last  dispatch  how  the 
surplus  meat  at  Tranter's  Bridge  is  to  be  transported.  I  suggested  that 
it  should  be  sent  to  Green  ville  or  Tar  boron  ghbj7  steamboat  from  Boyd's 
Landing.  Please  let  me  have  definite  instructions  in  this  matter,  as  I 
do  not  think  my  train  can  haul  the  meat  in  question  should  we  have  to 
move  the  wagon  train  all  at  once.  I  have  no  control  over  the  steam 
boat,  and  have  therefore  reported  the  above  facts  to  you  in  order  that 
you  might  give  the  necessary  directions  should  you  deem  this  mode  of 
transportation  preferable.  I  judge  from  the  spirited  reply  the  enemy 
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make  to  our  fire  that  their  ammunition  has  been  replenished.  We  have 
had  quite  a  heavy  fall  of  rain.  Whether  it  will  endanger  our  bridges  I 
am  unable  to  say. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  B.  GAENETT, 

Brigadier-  General. 

APRIL  15,  18G3— 7.25. 
[Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL  :J 

GENERAL  :  Lieut.  [James  A.]  Eeid  has  just  delivered  your  note.  He 
reports  the  water  very  high  on  the  route,  and  as  we  have  had  a  very 
heavy  fall  of  rain  since  his  arrival  I  fear  my  artillery  ammunition  will 
all  be  wet  in  crossing  the  creeks.  My  infantry  ammunition  will  have 
to  be  renewed  at  Tranter's  Creek,  as  I  am  sure  that  it  is  all  spoiled  by 
the  violent  rain-storm,  the  men  having  no  tents  or  flies  to  protect  against 
the  weather.  My  command  will  be  in  a  very  bad  condition  to  march 
farther  than  Tranter's  Creek  Bridge,  as  they  will  have  to  wade  almost  up 
to  their  waists  and  without  rest.  They  have  been  on  picket  duty  every 
other  night  for  a  long  time.  I  will  make  every  possible  effort  to  join 
you,  but  you  must  make  allowance  for  pitch  darkness  and  deep  streams 
to  march  through. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  GAKNETT, 

Brigadier-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS,  April  15,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding,  &c. : 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  and  its  inclosure  are  received.  I  think  that 
you  had  better  reduce  the  charge  of  the  big  guns  and  try  them.  The 
full  charge  seems  to  burst  them  all.  I  think  that  Major  Henry  had 
better  be  relieved  by  Capt.  [E.  M.]  Stribling  to-night.  Cannot  the  par 
apet  at  the  battery  where  Major  Henry  is  be  so  arranged  as  to  protect 
the  pieces  from  the  fire  on  the  opposite  side  and  at  the  same  time  allow 
our  pieces  to  play  upon  the  gunboats  ?  If  it  can  be  done  I  would  like 
to  have  it.  General  Hood  will  give  you  such  detail  as  you  need  to 
work.  If  you  keep  Captain  Stribliug's  battery  you  should  send  him 

the  other  that took ;  that  is  Bradford's.     He  has  but  two  on  our 

right,  and  that  seems  the  only  point  where  the  enemy  will  venture  out. 
He  has  been  out  with  strong  lines  of  skirmishers  there  twice  to-day. 
I  was  called  up  there  in  consequence  and  could  not  therefore  go  over 
to  see  you.  I  ordered  Captain  Clarke  to  you  this  morning  to  examine 
and  place  batteries  or  breastworks  wherever  you  thought  best.  Direct- 
as  you  think  best,  and  order  him  to  call  for  such  details  as  he  needs  in 
my  name. 

Most  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS,  April  15, 18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL,  Commanding : 

GENERAL  :  Information  reaches  me  to-day  that  the  enemy  is  landing 
pn  the  Chowan,  in  Gates  County,  from  your  part  of  the  country.    J 
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wish  you  would  keep  your  Yankees  to  yourself;  or  if  you  find  them 
pushing  up  here  from  New  Berne  you  must  send  me  some  more  troops. 
I  hope  that  you  will  send  me  Garuett  and  Ileilly  as  soon  as  it  can  be 
done ;  and  if  you  find  other  troops  coining  from  New  Berne  you  had 
better  try  and  make  some  arrangement  by  which  you  can  re-enforce  me 
further. 

I  remain,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTKEET, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 

I  am  greatly  in  need  of  cavalry.  Have  but  seven  companies  of 
Colonel  Baker's  regiment.  What  can  it  be  doing?  General  Whiting 
complains  that  he  can  get  none  and  you  say  that  it  is  worthless.  I 
have  been  trying  to  get  some  ever  since  I  have  been  in  the  department 
and  think  that  I  could  make  it  very  useful  if  I  could  ever  get  hold  of  it. 


APRIL  15  (OR  18),  1863—8.30  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL: 

GENERAL  :  I  received  your  note  last  night  inclosing  one  from  Brown 
and  one  from  Whitford.  If  the  dispatch  mentioned  by  Brown  was 
really  sent  to  the  commander  of  the  expedition  it  was  very  kind  of  him 
to  communicate  it;  but  what  becomes  of  General  Longstreet's  effort  to 
keep  the  enemy  in  Suffolk  if  they  thus  march  across  his  face  f  My 
opinion  is  what  it  was  last  night — concentrate.  If  you  are  going  to 
fight  in  the  rear  of  the  road  leading  from  Blount's  farm  to  the  Swift 
Creek  road  I  am  opposed  to  exposing  any  one  at  the  Blount's  Creek,  for 
I  should  consider  them  sacrificed  unless  I  stationed  a  regiment  at  the 
farm,  and  that  would  increase  the  dispersion  of  our  forces,  which  already 
exceeds  reasonable  limits.  I  send  you  Captain  MeCrady's  dispatch, 
by  which  it  appears  that  the  same  steamer  ran  down  by  both  batteries 
this  morning.  So  passes  away  the  blockade.  As  somebody  remarked 
this  morning,  with  more  truth  than  agreeability,  "  The  entertainment 
will  now  conclude  with  the  laughable  and  amusing  farce  of  i  Running 
the  Blockade.7  Parents  may  send  their  children  with  the  assurance 
that  the  exhibition  is  perfectly  innocent."  It  is  a  mystery  to  me  that 
the  one  battery  should  not  have  seen  her  and  the  other  should  not  have 
sunk  her. 

Verv  respectfully, 

J.  J.  PETTIGKEW, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Near  Suffolk,  Va.,  April  15,  18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  North  Carolina,  near  Washington,  N.  C.  : 
GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  the  10th  to  the  commanding  general  is 
received.    I  am  directed  to  write  as  follows : 

We  cannot  afford  to  keep  the  large  force  that  you  have  watching  the 
garrison  at  Washington.  It  would  seem  that  you  could,  by  fortifying 
the  positions  that  you  hold  around  Washington,  keep  the  garrison  se 
curely  inside  with  3,000  men.  If  you  should  order  the  two  regiments 
that  were  at  Hamilton  in  the  place  of  Garnett7s  brigade,  and  let  them 
fortify,  they  could  keep  the  garrison  in  on  the  north  side.  Pettigrew's 
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brigade  on  the  south  side  ought  to  be  able  to  keep  the  enemy  in  on  that 
side.  Indeed,  it  seems  that  half  of  this  brigade  is  enough  on  the  south 
side.  By  such  an  arrangement  you  will  have  treble  the  force  of  the  garri 
son.  Garnett  then  could  come  here ;  Daniel  go  to  Kinston,  and  Ransom 
to  Wilmington.  If  you  cannot  efl'ect  such  an  arrangement  the  invest 
ment  had  better  be  abandoned.  If  you  prefer,  it  is  suggested  that  the 
two  regiments  at  Hamilton  be  sent  to  Wilmington;  then  Bansom's 
brigade  can  remain  where  it  is,  and  you  will  thus  have  Daniel  and  Petti- 
grew  at  Washington,  which  ought  to  be  abundant.  There  can  be  no 
great  force  to  succor  Washington,  and  it  must  come  from  New  Berne. 
If  it  comes  from  that  point  you  can  support  by  Daniel's  "brigade  and 
replace  it  by  part  of  Ransom's. 

Two  of  your  letters  reported  the  enemy  evacuating  New  Berne.  If 
this  be  done  you  will  require  little  or  no  force  at  Kinston.  A  portion 
of  the  troops  from  North  Carolina  are  reported  landing  in  Gates  County 
for  Suffolk.  It  thus  appears  that  the  force  that  you  are  to  contend 
against  is  being  drawn  in  this  direction.  Send  Garnett's  brigade  and 
Beilly's  battery  here  as  soon  as  possible,  but  endeavor  to  continue  the 
siege.  When  the  enemy  had  all  his  force  in  North  Carolina  you  had  no 
trouble  in  driving  back  his  succoring  force  ;  now  that  part  of  it  is  here 
you  can  surely  keep  back  the  little  force  that  he  may  possibly  be  able 
to  bring  against  you. 

It  is  suggested  that  excessive  charges  may  account  for  the  repeated 
disasters  to  your  guns.  If  they  were  reduced  it  is  thought  that  not  so 
many  would  burst. 

The  enemy  is  re-enforcing  here  from  his  reserves  in  Baltimore  and 
other  points.  His  accessions,  however,  are  not  believed  to  be  large. 
Not  a  gun  has  been  fired  here  at  the  enemy's  works.  We  have  no  am 
munition  to  throw  aw^ay  in  this  manner. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOXLEY  SOBBEL, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

APRIL  IS,  1863. 
Maj.  [L.  M.]  SHUMAKER, 

Chief  of  Artillery  : 

Withdraw  the  batteries  and  go  into  camp,  and  do  not  attack  the 
gunboats  unless  they  move  up  ;  in  that  case  attack  them.  I  wish  you 
to  remain  here  to-night  with  the  batteries.  I  go  up  to  assist  Major 
Henry.  Keep  a  watch  and  let  no  boats  pass  down. 

S.  G.  FEENCH, 

Major- General. 

APRIL  16,  1863. 
[Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL:] 

GENERAL  :  I  have  had  my  courier  line  removed  already.  I  applied 
for  the  boat  to-day,  but  the  captain  said  he  was  specially  under  your 
orders,  and  if  he  went  up  to  Greenville  he  could  not  return  without 
going  a  considerable  distance  above  that  town  to  get  wood.  I  therefore 
concluded  to  try  to  move  my  stores  with  my  own  wagons.  It  will  re 
quire  some  two  days  to  send  the  meat,  meal,  and  corn  1  haveatPactolus 
to  Greenville.  I  will  leave  Colonel  Ferebee  to  defend  Tranter's  Creek 
Bridge  when  I  leave.  Tiie  steamer  is  loading  the  Hats  with  large  guns. 
Two  are  already  on  board.  This  will  prevent  the  boat  from  taking  my 
men  over.  If  what  the  captain  says  is  correct  the  steamer  will  have  to 
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run  some  distance  above  Greenville  to  get  wood,  and  will  not  be  able 
to  return  until  late  to-morrow  morning  to  Bond's  Ferry,  I  should  judge. 
1  am  in  great  perplexity  bow  to  manage  to  get  over  before  some  time  in 
the  day  to-morrow.  I  thought  it  would  not  be  safe  to  leave  the  bridge 
until  I  heard  from  you  after  Colonel  Ferebee's  report  of  an  advance  of 
the  enemy.  Subsequent  reports  do  not  confirm  an  advance,  though  it 
is  likely  they  will  do  so  it  they  are  re-enforced  at  Washington.  Please 
let  me  hear  from  you  as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant. 

E.  B.  GAENETT, 

Brigadier-  General. 

APRIL  16,  18G3— 9.30. 
[Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL:] 

GENERAL  :  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  this  morning  and  will 
take  the  steps  you  desire.  My  men  are  very  much  worn  out  by  con 
stant  picketing,  and  the  wet  and  the  somewhat  long  march  of  last  night. 
It  took  my  command  until  daylight  to  make  it.  I  have  a  quantity  of 
commissary  stores  and  some  corn.  I  will  send  these  up  by  boat  to  Green 
ville  provided  your  orders  do  not  conflict  with  this  arrangement.  The 
boat  can  take  them  up  and  return  to-night  or  early  to-morrow.  Should 
there  be  any  delay  in  removing  my  stores  I  will  direct  Colonel  Ferebee 
to  protect  them. 

Very  respectfully, 

E.  B.  GAENETT, 

Brigadier-  General. 


TRANTER'S  CREEK  BRIDGE, 

April  16,  1863—8.30  p.  m. 
[Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL  :] 

GENERAL  :  I  have  received  your  dispatch  by  Lieutenant  Eeid ;  also 
yours  of  5.30  p.  m.  I  shall  withdraw  to-morrow  morning  at  daylight. 
I  have  directed  Colonel  Ferebee  to  remain  here,  and  to  take  up  the 
bridges  at  this  poiiit  and  at  Gaines.  1  shall  get  off  all  my  stores,  except 
a  quantity  of  corn  that  I  am  having  ground  at  Pactolus.  I  think  Colonel 
F.  can  hold  the  enemy  long  enough  in  check  to  have  it  ground  and  sent 
to  Greenville.  I  sent  Captain  Eeilly  off  this  morning  to  Tarborough, 
according  to  your  orders.  Captain  Bunting  is  still  here,  but  I  do  not 
apprehend  I  shall  require  his  services.  I  can  get  along  better  without 
the  boat.  The  road  to  Boyd's  Ferry  is  impassable  for  wagons,  and  even 
couriers  have  a  very  hard  time  at  night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  GAENBTT, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


TRANTER'S  CREEK  BRIDGE, 

April  16,  1863—12.10  p.  m. 
[Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL  :] 

GENERAL:  Colonel  Ferebee  has  retired  with  his  brigade  to  this  point. 
He  reports  that  he  left  his  position  near  Washington  between  8  and  9 
o'clock  this  morning;  also  that  their  cavalry  and  a  body  of  infantry 
followed  them  some  distance,  The  information  is  indefinite,  but  the, 
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enemy  may  advance  upon  me  at  this  point.  It  would  not  do,  I  should 
think,  to  leave  this  position  open.  The  destruction  of  the  bridge  would 
not  detain  the  enemy  long.  I  cannot  depend  upon  the  steamboat  to  take 
up  my  stores.  She  is  loading  at  Boyd's  Ferry  and  1  cannot  tell  w^iat 
she  will  be  able  to,  transport.  I  shall  try  to  get  my  stores  up  by  wagons, 
but  it  will  take  some  days  to  do  so.  The  road  to  Boyd's  Ferry  on  this 
side  is  said  to  be  exceedingly  bad,  impassable  to  wagons.  The  last  rain 
has  made  it  very  much  worse. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

R.  B.  GARNETT, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  D AVIS'  BRIGADE, 

Before  Suffolk,  Va.,  April  10,  1863. 
Maj.  GRAHAM  DAVES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

MAJOR  :  I  respectfully  request  to  know  if  ray  brigade  belongs  to  the 
division  commanded  by  Maj  or- General  French;  and,  if  so,  am.  I  to  con 
tinue  to  receive  orders  and  instructions  from  an  intermediate  commander, 
or  from  the  major-general  commanding  ? 
1  am,  major,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  R.  DAVIS. 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

[Indorseuieut.J 

HDQRS.  DEPARTMENT  OF  SOUTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

April  17,  1863. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  lieutenant-general  commanding. 
I  apprehend  there  is  no  difficulty  in  this  question.    While  I  regard  this 
brigade,  of  course,  a  part  of  my  command  as  well  as  General  Jenkins7 
brigade,  yet,  as  I  must  be  absent  much  of  my  time,  the  division  must 
be  under  command  of  the  senior  officer  present. 

S.  G.  FRENCH, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

SIGNAL  OFFICE, 
Richmond,  Va.,  April  16,  1863. 
Maj.  WILLIAM  NORRIS,  Chief  Signal  Corps: 

SIR:  Pursuant  to  your  orders  1  left  Richmond  on  the  8th  instant  and 
proceeded  to  Day's  Neck,  on  the  James,  nearly  opposite  to  the  mouth 
of  Warwick  River,  which  place  I  reached  on  the  10th.  On  the  llth  at 
night  succeeded  in  crossing  to  Mallicote's  house  on  the  opposite  shore, 
about  4  miles  from  Newport  News.  Obtained  but  little  information 
that  night,  but  delivered  the  letters  intrusted  to  me  to  a  reliable  per 
son,  wbo  placed  them  in  the  Federal  post-office  at  Fort  Monroe.  At 
tempted  to  cross  on  Sunday  night,  but  owing  to  the  intense  darkness, 
and  having  no  compass  or  glasses,  got  lost,  and  after  many  hours'  hard 
labor  at  the  oars  found  myself  on  the  same  side  from  which  I  started. 
Made  another  attempt  the  next  night  and  ran  over  in  full  view  of  the 
blockading  fleet,  consisting  of  the  Minnesota,  an  iron-clad  of  the  Mon 
itor  model,  and  three  or  four  small  wooden  gunboats,  Obtained  flies  of 
63  R  R — YOL  xvni 
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papers  to  the  9th  ultimo,  and  the  subjoined  note  from  a  friend,  dated 
the  13th  instant : 

There  has  been  great  excitement  here  during  the  past  few  days  owing  to  tlie  action 
of  pur  troops  at  Williamslmrg  and  on  the  south  side  of  the  James  River.  On  Satur 
day  night  the  long  bridge  across  Hampton  Creek  was  lined  with  sentinels,  and  so 
great  was  the  fear  that  the  rebels  would  make  a  descent  that  long  piles  of  combusti 
bles  were  placed  on  the  eastern  end  to  facilitate  its  intended  destruction  if  they  came 
in  sight.  In  consequence  of  disasters  present  and  likely  soon  to  occur,  military  men 
exhibited  great  despondency,  and  are  unanimous  in  speaking  most  disparagingly  of 
Uncle  Sam's  prospects.  General  Dix  is  absent  in  New  York,  trying  to  persuade  Gov 
ernor  Seymour  to  furnish  him  men  enough  to  hold  the  Peninsula  from  Williainsburg 
down,  which  he  admits  his  inability  to  do  unless  strongly  re-enforced,  and  that  right 
speedily.  To  conciliate  the  Governor  he  is  using  pleas  of  Democratic  fellowship,  &o. ; 
with  w'hat  success  has  not  yet  transpired.  Foster,  in  North  Carolina,  is  in  a  most  crit 
ical  condition ;  nor  can  one  man  be  sent  him,  either  from  this  point  or  from  Suffolk. 

After  reaching  the  south  side  on  Tuesday  morning  a  heavy  cannonade 
began,  which  continued  until  nightfall.  The  next  morning  I  met  a  man 
who  was  acting  as  a  guide  the  day  of  the  firing,  and  he  informed  me 
that  he  had  been  almost  entirely  around  Suffolk ;  that  the  Norfolk  and 
Petersburg  road  was  then  in  our  possession,  and  two  brigades  were 
pushing  rapidly  on  to  the  Seaboard  and  Roauoke  road;  that  our  light 
batteries  were  lining  both  banks  of  the  Nausemond,  and  had  sunk  one 
gunboat  and  disabled  two  others.  Rifled  32s  were  being  brought  up 
and  a  pontoon  bridge  thrown  across  to  facilitate  their  passage.  If  his 
information  is  entirely  reliable  (and  I  see  no  reason  for  doubting  it) 
Suffolk  is  completely  isolated. 

0.  H.  CAUSEY, 
Captain,  C.  S.  Army. 


BRIGADE  HEADQUARTERS, 
Near  Williamsburg,  Va.,  April  10,  1803. 

Maj.  Gen.  ARNOLD  ELZEY,  Commanding,  &o.  : 

GENERAL:  This  is  now  Thursday  morning;  all  is  quiet,  and  I  whall 
begin  to  fall  back  at  3  o'clock  this  evening.  This  is  the  fifth  day  after 
our  attack  upon  the  enemy,  and  they  have  shown  no  disposition  to 
advance.  We  have  all  the  forage  and  provisions  that  can  be  obtained 
in  the  neighborhood  and  sent  them  behind  us.  About  Saturday  or 
Sunday  next  I  expect  to  reach  Diascund  Bridge  by  falling  back  slowly 
and* posting  my  cavalry  close  up  to  Williamsburg.  I  wish  you  would 
say  by  courier  whether  I  shall  leave  the  forces  at  Diascund  as  they 
were  before  my  advance  (Colonel  Tabb's  command),  or  what  number  of 
forces  I  shall  leave  there,  and  also  please  say  whether  I  am  to  fall  back 
to  Chaffin's  farm  with  my  force.  I  must  beg  of  you  to  order  forward 
Captain  Doby's  company  of  cavalry  immediately,  the  cavalry  force  here 
being  very  insufficient  and  inefficient. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly, 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Six  Mile  Ordinary,  Va.,  April  10,  1803—0.30  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  ARNOLD  ELZEY,  Commanding,  <&c.  : 

GENERAL:  After  getting  all  the  forage  and  provisions  in  Williams- 
burg  and  its  immediate  neighborhood  I  left  Casey's,  2  miles  from  Will- 
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iamsbarg,  at  3.30  p.  in.  to-day  and  reached  this  place  about  5  p.  in.  Be 
fore  I  moved,  Surgeon  Wager,  the  enemy's  surgeon  at  the  lunatic  asylum, 
sent  through  Major  Garrett  a  letter  addressed  to  him  by  acting  Briga 
dier-General  West,  his  commander  at  Fort  Magruder,  to  withdraw  from 
that  institution  and  surrender  it  to  the  commander  of  the  Confederate 
forces  in  and  around  Williamsburg.  I  ordered  Major  Garrett  to  make 
no  reply  to  this  notice;  but  I  had  anticipated  some  such  ruse,  and  yes 
terday  had  arranged  with  Talbot  Sweeny,  esq.,  the  only  State  of  Vir 
ginia  officer  left  with  the  asylum,  to  attend  to  and  provide  for  its  wants. 
1  will  also  send  to  it  Dr.  Martin,  a  resident  practicing  physician  of  this 
county,  to  superintend  its  hygeia.  It  is  pretty  certain,  too,  the  enemy 
have  drawn  in  their  lines,  and  the  report  is  that  they  have  informed  the 
inhabitants  that  they  consider  the  town  itself  surrendered.  For  two 
days  they  have  "made  no  demonstration  and  have  not  disturbed  my  forces 
in  gathering  all  the  plunder  we  could  find  and  in  moving  out  the  inhab 
itants  and  their  effects.  It  is  worthy  of  attention,  too,  that  while  ex 
changing  these  communications  under  the  flag  of  truce  their  officers 
were  emphatic  and  even  urgent  in  persuading  my  officers  that  Fort 
Magruder  is  impregnable  to  any  force  short  of  20,000  men.  In  other 
words,  they  are  very  desirous  to  get  rid  of  our  presence  in  their  front. 
Another  evidence  of  this  is  that  they  ran  gunboats  up  both  James  and 
York  llivers  yesterday  and  to-day.  Indeed,  this  evening  after  we  began 
to  move  two  gunboats  ran  up  York  Eiver  as  high  as  Mount  Folly  and 
shelled  the  shore.  This  was  evidently  intended  to  hurry  our  departure. 
I  have  therefore  not  moved  back  my  cavalry  pickets  and  main  force  of 
cavalry  at  all,  but  have  halted  here  with  my  artillery  and  infantry  to 
get  more  forage  and  to  render  further  assistance  to  the  citi/ens.  I  have 
placed  a  strong  infantry  guard  on  my  right  at  Oentreville,  the  Fifty- 
ninth  between  this  and  Centreville,  the  Twenty-sixth  and  Fourth  here 
with  the  artillery,  and  a  strong  infantry  guard  at  Deneufville's  Store, 
on  the  York  River  road,  thus  covering  every  road  with  strong  flankers 
right  and  left. 

The  day  after  to-morrow  morning  I  will  fall  back  farther  and  retire 
a  portion  of  the  command  quite  to  Diascund,  moving  iny  cavalry  far 
ther  back  to  supporting  distance,  and  completing  my  return  to  Dias 
cund  by  Sabbath  at  noon.  I  am  thus  obeying  your  instructions  to  fall 
back  slowly,  and  particularly  in  order  that  you  may  modify  your  in 
structions  according  to  your  better  judgment.  We  have  but  few  sick 
men.  They  stand  the  service  admirably  and  behave  well  in  all  respects. 
I  am,  general,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENKY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  (        HEADQUARTERS  FRENCH'S  COMMAND, 

:No.  2.  j  April  16  (or  17),  1863. 

******* 

III.  The  following  artillery  companies  are  assigned  to  duty  in  General 
Picket -t's  division,  and  will  report  to  Maj.  James  Dearing,  chief  of  artil 
lery  :  Macon's  battery,  Stribling's  battery,  Blount's  battery,  Caskie's 
battery.     The  artillery  companies  on  duty  with  the  division  will  draw 
rations  and  forage  from  their  divisions  respectively. 

IV.  The  following  artillery  companies  are  assigned  to  duty  with  Gen 
eral  Hood's  division,  and  will  report  to  Major  Henry,  chief  of  artillery  : 
Lane's  battery,  Bachinan's  battery,  Garden's  battery.     The  artillery 
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companies  on  duty  with  the  divisions  will  draw  forage  and  rations  from 
their  divisions  respectively. 

******* 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  French: 

GRAHAM  DAVES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

April  17,  1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Commanding ',  &c. : 

GENERAL:  Your  letter  of  the  13th  has  been  received..  I  am  glad  that 
you  are  steadily  progressing  in  your  operations.  I  wish  I  could  give 
you  any  aid,  but  I  feel  every  confidence  that  you  will  do  all  that  can 
be  done. 

I  wrote  to  Richmond  to  ask  assistance  for  you,  from  the  Navy,  if  pos 
sible.  1  have  had  no  reply.  Should  you  know  of  any  assistance  which 
could  be  given  you  had  better  write  direct  to  Richmond  for  it,  and 
state  that  it  is  at  my  request. 

The  enemy's  cavalry  are  again  on  our  left.  They  presented  them 
selves  Tuesday  evening  at  Kelly's  Ford,  Rappahannock  Bridge,  and 
Beverly's  Ford  in  large  force.  Their  attempts  to  cross  the  river  have 
been  so  far  repulsed.  Stuart  thinks  the  movement  is  intended  to  cover 
a  change  of  base  or  some  other  operation  of  the  grand  army.  Nothing, 
however,  has  been  ascertained. 

Yesterday  three  gunboats  appeared  in  the  Rappahannock  below  Port 
Royal,  and  are  reported  to  be  ascending  the  river.     Their  character, 
description,  and  intentions  are  not  yet  known. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  and  truly  yours, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Near  Suffolk,  Va.,  April  17,  18G3. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of 
the  13th.  I  regret  the  necessity  of  sending  troops  from  this  department 
to  South  Carolina,  and  still  think  that  we  should  have  abundance  of 
time  for  such  re-enfoi  cement  after  the  enemy  had  really  begun  his  attack. 
Wilmington  is  without  a  garrison,  yet  I  think  there  is  less  need  of  one 
there  than  at  any  other  point  in  the  command.  I  think  that  it  will  not 
be  attacked  at  all  unless  we  shut  up  the  troops  there  so  that  the  enemy 
cannot  get  at  us  anywhere  else.  One  regiment  I  think  enough  for  its 
garrison,  but  have  suggested  to  General  Hill  the  propriety  of  sending 
two  there. 

From  the  reports  in  newspapers  1  fear  that  some  anxiety  may  be  felt 
for  us  at  Suffolk.  We  have  not  fired  again  at  the  enemy's  stronghold 
nor  do  I  expect  to  do  so.  I  am  very  well  convinced  that  we  could  re 
duce  it  in  two  or  three  days,  but  doubt  if  we  can  afford  to  expend  the 
powder  and  ball.  To  take  it  by  assault  would  cost  us  3,000  men.  This 
would  be  less  excusable  than  the  other  mode.  There  is  but  one  other 
means — that  of  turning  it.  This  cannot  be  done  by  the  river  in  conse 
quence  of  the  gunboats  in  the  river.  On  our  right  it  could  be  done  by 
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taking  Norfolk,  but  we  cannot  hold  Norfolk  twenty-four  hours  without 
the  aid  of  the  Navy  or  heavier  guns  than  we  now  have.  I  do  not  think 
that  we  should  have  much  trouble  getting  both  places  with  the  aid  of 
the  Eichmond.  Suffolk  would  surely  fall  if  the  Kichmond  would  only 
come  down  and  anchor  in  the  mouth  of  thcNansernond.  The  principal 
object  of  the  expedition  was  to  draw  out  supplies  for  onr  army.  I  shall 
confine  myself  to  this  unless  1  find  a  fair  opportunity  for  something 
more.  The  reports  of  bacon  and  corn  are  very  favorable  thus  for.  In 
some  instances  I  have  heard  of  bacon  being  bought  at  12.}  cents  per 
pound.  General  Hill  is  expecting  the  enemy's  force  at  Charleston  to 
return  to  North  Carolina  and  make  their  operations  there.  It  looks  to 
me  more  sensible  for  the  enemy  than  South  Carolina. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTKEET, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS,  April  17,  1S63— 9  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding,  &c.  : 

GENERAL:  Your  note  of  7th  is  received.  I  regret  to  learn  that 
Lieutenant  Kogers  is  probably  captured.  I  hope  that  we  are  more 
troublesome  to  the  gunboats  than  they  are  to  us.  I  think  that  you  had 
better  send  the  whole  of  Colonel  Connally's  regiment  down  early  in  the 
morning.  The  long  guns  from  Fort  Powhatan  will  probably  be  ready 
the  day  after  to-morrow.  I  have  two  cavalry  companies  below  the 
Western  Branch,  which  ought  to  keep  off  the  Yankee  pickets.  Colonel 
Brown  is  at  Smithfield;  I  will  order  him,,  clown  to  the  Nanseinond. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 


HDQRS.  DEPARTMENT  OF  SOUTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  April  17,  1863. 
[Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH:] 

GENERAL  :  1  inclose  you  a  note*  from  Captain  Milligan,  to  hand  this 
morning,  as  I  cannot  attend  to  it  here,  and  he  is  by  this  time  nearer 
your  present  headquarters  than  these.  I  telegraphed  Major  Daves  last 
night  that  Colonel  Brown's  entire  command  had  left  Fort  Powhatan, 
probably  for  Smithfield,  as  Major  Sorrel  ordered  six  companies  through 
Captain  Kiely  to  move  at  once  with  Dabney's  battery  to  that  place.  I 
telegraphed  to  Fort  Powhatau  yesterday  to  know  if  the  four  companies 
had  moved,  and  learned  there  was  no  one  there,  when  I  went  to  see 
Captain  Kiely,  who  told  me  of  Major  Sorrel's  order  to  him.  I  hope 
there  is  no  mistake  about  this  matter,  and  the  four  companies  will  reach 
Franklin  in  good  time;  but  under  the  existing  state  of  affairs  I  cannot 
feel  myself  responsible  for  any  miscarriage  of  orders,  as  Colonel  Brown's 
command  either  is  or  is  not  under  your  immediate  command.  No  news 
here  and  but  little  doing  in  the  office. 

Hoping  for  your  safe  and  speedy  return,  I  am,  yours,  sincerely, 

CHAS.  D.  MYEKS. 

p.  s. — I  sent  you  a  New  York  Herald  of  the  13th  instant  on  yester 
day. 

*Not  found. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 

Near  Suffolk,  Va.,  April  17,  18(33—0.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding,  &c. : 

GENERAL:  The  commanding  general  desires  me  to  say  that  you  may 
use  the  North  Carolina  regiment  (Fifty-fifth)  of  General  Davis'  brigade 
on  the  river  for  the  protection  of  your  batteries.  I  am  just  writing  to 
Colonel  Brown,  and  tell  him,  as  I  also  did  this  morning,  to  send  his  four 
companies,  if  he  has  not  already  sent  them,  to  Franklin  by  the  nearest 
route.  The  balance  of  his  regiment  will  be  at  Smith  tield  to-night.  The 
guns  are  behind ;  he  will  wait  for  them  there. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

G.  MOXLEY  SORREL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

April  18,  1803. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War : 

SIR:  An  officer  reported  to-day,  bringing  from  Captain  Pannill,  pro 
vost-marshal  of  Petersburg,  six  disloyal  citizens  of  North  Carolina,  cap 
tured  by  General  D.  H.  Hill.  The  three  younger  ones  will  be  assigned 
to  the  North  Carolina  regiments,  as  conscripts,  by  your  order.  I  think 
it  would  be  better,  however,  to  send  them  somewhere  into  the  interior 
of  the  country.  They  will  be  worth  nothing  as  soldiers,  and  the  facili 
ties  for  desertion  to  the  enemy  are  very  great  here.  They  will  of  course 
carry  to  the  enemy  all  the  information  which  they  have  obtained  in 
North  Carolina,  Richmond,  and  elsewhere,  and  communicate  any  in 
tended  movement  of  this  army  of  which  they  may  chance  to  hear. 

There  have  already  been  frequent  desertions  from  the  North  Carolina 
regiments,  and  the  enemy  claim  that  many  have  come  to  thorn.  The 
three  men  who  are  over  the  conscript  age  1  will  send  back  by  the  train 
to-morrow,  as,  they  are  evidently  not  included  in  your  order.  General  Hill 
states  that  he  will  send  the  charges  against  these  men  to  Petersburg. 
1  would  suggest  that  in  order  not  to  create  any  ill-feeling  it  might  be 
better  to  try  them  within  the  limits  of  the  State  from  which  they  come. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  18,  1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

GENERAL:  I  am  gratified  by  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  17th 
instant.  The  successful  repulse  of  the  enemy's  marine  attack  at  Char 
leston  appears  to  have  so  deranged  their  plans  and  discouraged  them 
that,  in  General  Beauregard's  opinion,  they  are  withdrawing  as  well  a 
portion  of  their  land  forces  as  their  iron-clads.  He  is  in  consequence 
returning  the  troops  sent  from  Wilmington.  I  have  telegraphed  him 
in  doing  so  to  exchange  Cooke's  brigade  for  Evans',  retaining  the  latter 
and  sending  back  the  former.  Fearing  that,  baffled  at  Charleston,  the 
enemy  might  seek  to  retrieve  his  disaster  by  a  sudden  attack  on  Wil 
mington,  1  have  not  ventured  to  stop  any  troops  moving  from  General 
Hill  to  re  enforce  General  Whiting,  until  assured  of  the  return  of  Cooke's 
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brigade.  When  that  is  restored,  any  troops  parted  with  by  General 
Hill  in  the  interim  might,' if  in  your  judgment  deemed  safe,  be  restored 
to  him. 

Your  proceedings  in  regard  to  Suffolk  are  deemed  judicious  and  fully 
approved.  I  concur  in  thinking  the  object  not  worth  the  sacrifice  to  be 
entailed  by  an  attack.  I  regret  not  having  been  able  to  receive  the  co 
operation  of  the  Navy,  but  the  President  has  not  deemed  it  wise  to  open 
the  obstructions  without  fuller  information  as  to  the  effect  on  the  remain 
ing  obstructions,  and  the  consequence  that  might  ensue  in  case  of  sudden 
attack.  The  subject  is  still  under  investigation  by  the  engineers,  and 
their  report  is  awaited  before  a  final  decision.  If  it  be  decided  to  send 
out  the  Eichmond,  you  shall  be  promptly  informed.  Meantime  it  is  not 
unlikely  the  enemy  may  pour  in  re-enforcements  to  Suffolk  and  give  you 
some  chance  of  action  with  them  in  the  open  field.  They  are  greatly 
agitated  and  alarmed  by  reports  of  the  operations  of  youself  and  General 
Hill.  The  main  object  of  your  expedition  is,  I  am  happy  to  believe,  being 
fully  accomplished.  It  will,  however,  be  difficult  for  you  to  bring  out 
with  dispatch  the  subsistence  supplies  you  can  command.  The  transpor 
tation  we  can  afford  is  lamentably  deficient.  I  would  recommend  the  im 
pressment  of  all  wagons  on  both  sides  of  the  Black  water,  with  their 
teams,  to  get  the  subsistence  supplies  to  a  safe  point  on  this  side.  I 
need  not,  however,  make  suggestions  On  the  subject,  as  doubtless  your 
own  attention,  with  fuller  information,  has  been  engaged  in  securing  the 
utmost  dispatch  and  efficiency  in  this  business. 
With  high  esteem,  very  truly,  yours, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  or  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

April  18,  1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET,  * 

Commanding,  &c.  : 

GENERAL:  Your  provost-marshal  in  Petersburg  (Mr.  Pannill)  to-day 
forwarded  some  disloyal  North  Carolina  citizens  as  conscripts  to  this 
army,  on  a  suggestion  of  General  D.  H.  Hill,  approved  by  yourself  and 
the  Secretary  of  War.  The  facilities  for  desertion  a,re  so  great  here  that 
these  men  cannot  be  kept  a  week.  They  will  be  worth  nothing  as  sol 
diers  and  will  convey  all  the  information  they  can  to  the  enemy.  Will 
it  not  be  better  always  to  try  disloyal  citizens  in  their  own  State,  in  order 
to  avoid  jars  and  all  ill-feeling?  They  had  best  be  sent  to  the  interior 
somewhere,  as  they  will  do  us  but  little  harm,  unless  they  can  commu 
nicate  with  the  enemy.  Three  of  these  men  I  send  back,  as  they  are 
not  of  the  conscript  age. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


HEADQUARTERS,  April  18, 18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding,  &c. : 

GENERAL  :  It  is  a  question  with  me  whether  it  is  best  to  put  the  long 
guns  in  battery  below  Western  Branch  or  above  it.  Please  give  me 
your  views. 

Most  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 

Kinston,  N.  C.  April  18,  1863—2.30  p.  in. 
[Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL:] 

GENERAL  :  Nothing  has  happened  since  last  night.  The  enemy  hold 
Core  Creek  and  appear  to  be  at  work  there.  Their  force  would  require 
all  mine  to  dislodge  them  quickly  and  with  success.  The  move  was  to 
cover  a  more  general  one  this  evening  or  to-morrow,  or  it  may  be  a  feint. 
As  your  courier  told  me  you  would  be  here  this  evening  1  shall  delay 
any  action  until  you  arrive.  It  is  not  necessary  to  pass  the  regiment 
up.  I  have  a  telegram  from  Whiting  which  may  be  of  importance  to 
you,  and  has  had  weight  in  causing  me  to  defer  acting  until  you  arrive. 
Very  respectfully, 

R.  RANSOM,  JR., 

Brigadier-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  THE  CAPE  FEAR, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  April  18,  18G3. 
Col.  T.  S.  KHETT,  Chief  of  Artillery,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

COLONEL  :  Since  the  failure  of  the  reconnaissance  on  Charleston  I  am 
inclined  to  think  they  may  try  this  place.  You  know  my  armament, 
though  much  improved,  is  still  greatly  inadequate.  I  beg  that  you  will 
do  all  in  your  power  to  increase  my  supply  of  8  and  10  inch  columbiads 
and  heavy  rifles  as  many  as  can  possibly  be  sent  me,  for  none  will  be 
superfluous  at  such  a  point  as  this.  I  should  be  much  pleased  if  you 
would  come  down  here  and  assure  yourself  both  of  the  nature  of  the 
problem  of  defense  here  and  the  necessities  I  have.  The  heavy  calls  on 
the  Department  for  other  places  have  diverted  many  of  the  guns  in 
tended  for  me.  I  think  we  can  now  be  supplied.  I  would  not  be  so 
urgent  were  it  practicable  for  me  to  obstruct  the  harbor  entrances.  That, 
however,  may  be  regarded  as  out  of  the  question,  and  hence  we  must 
obtain  the^most  formidable  concentration  of  fire  possible.  Both  Forts 
Caswell  and  Fisher  should  have  Brooke  rifles  in  addition  to  columbiads. 
I  can  make  good  use  of  ten  or  twelve  32-pounder  iron  bauds,  many  of 
my  32-pounders  being  unhanded  and  therefore  not  reliable.  Please 
when  you  send  guns  to  send  with  them  at  least  100  rounds. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  General. 


APRIL  19, 1863. 
Maj.  [L.  M.]  SHUMAKER: 

1  will  have  the  matter  of  forage  attended  to.  I  hope  you  may  suc 
ceed  in  sinking  those  infernal  gunboats  that  have  shown  no  considera 
tion  for  women  or  children.  If  you  cripple  one  and  can  use  the  field 
batteries  against  her  do  so.  I  felt  too  ill  from  the  medicine  I  took  to 
come  down  this  morning.  Keep  me  advised. 
Yours,  truly, 

S.  G.  FRENCH, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS,  April  19, 1863. 
Major  SHUMAKER: 

Let  me  know  what  is  the  result  of  the  heavy  cannonade  now  going  on. 
Show  this  to  Colonel  Connally  and  have  him  post  his  regiment  to  repel 
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any  landing  of  infantry  against  the  batteries.  They  had  better  move 
down  near  the  battery  of  Stribling's.  The  countersign  is  "Morgan"  for 
to-night. 

Yours,  truly, 

S.  G.  FKENCH, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  GARNETT'S  BRIGADE, 

Near  Greenville,  N.  C.,  April  19,  1863. 

[Maj.  Gen.  IX  H.  HILL:] 

GENERAL:  I  shall  move  with  all  the  haste  possible,  but  no  route  was 
indicated,  and  I  have  to  make  inquiries  about  the  best  route,  arrange 
about  rations,  &c.  I  am  ignorant  of  the  country  and  where  supplies 
could  be  obtained  if  I  left  with  an  insufficient  quantity.  My  supply 
train  was  at  Pactolus  when  I  got  your  order,  and  that  could  only  rejoin 
me  late  this  afternoon. 

With  many  kind  wishes  for  your  success, 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

K.  B.  GATMSTETT, 

Brigadier-  General,  Comm  anding. 


HEADQUARTERS,  April  19, 18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding,  &c. : 

GENERAL  :  The  two  guns  from  Powhatan  have  not  yet  arrived.  I  am 
expecting  to  hear  of  their  arrival  at  Smithfield  every  hour.  I  do  not 
know  if  they  had  not  better  be  placed  near  Smithfield,  on  the  James,  to 
prevent  transports  passing  up,  should  the  enemy  take  a  notion  to  send 
troops  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  Turn  the  whole  matter  over  in 
your  mind  and  let  me  know  what  you  think  best. 
Most  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS,  April  19, 18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding,  &c.: 

GENERAL:  Your  note  and  inclosure  are  received.  Please  let  me 
know  the  result  of  the  furious  cannonade  now  going  on  as  soon  as  you 
learn.  Have  you  the  regiment  of  infantry  so  placed  as  to  support  the 
batteries  in  time  should  the  enemy  attempt  to  laud  an  infantry  force 
against  them  ?  1  have  ordered  more  ammunition  for  the  large  guns. 
Most  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 

Please  order  the  gunners  of  Capt.  [D.  L.]  Smoot's  [Alexandria  Light 
Artillery,  Va.l  to  fire  with  great  deliberation  and  care. 
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HEADQUARTERS,  April  10,  1SG3. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding,  &c.: 

GENERAL  :  General  Hood  has  moved  a  brigade  down  to  where  the 
battery  was.  It  will  be  better  not  to  move  any  more  troops  in  the 
darkness. 

Most  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET. 

Try  and  ascertain  as  soon  as  possible  the  circumstances  and  why  the 
North  Carolina  regiment  was  not  at  the  support  of  the  battery.  Your 
note  is  received.  I  think  that  you  had  better  hurry  down.  Eobcrtson's 
brigade  is  on  the  way  via  Norfleet's  house.  General  Hood  can  advise 
you  of  the  route  it  took. 


HEADQUARTERS,  April  JO,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding,  &c.:  * 

GENERAL  :  General  Hood  writes  me  that  General  Law  sends  him 
word  that  the  enemy  landed  below  the  battery  and  charged  it.  I  fear 
that  our  infantry  has  not  been  doing  its  duty  properly.  Please  ascer 
tain  the  facts  in  the  case  and  apply  the  remedy.  If  it  is  true  that  the 
enemy  is  on  this  side  he  should  be  driven  into  the  river.  General  Hood 
has  ordered  General  Robertson's  brigade  down.  If  you  need  it  you  had 
better  send  Davis'  brigade  also  and  have  the  infantry  so  placed  in 
future  as  to  guard  against  any  such  contingency.  I  am  fearful  that 
some  such  attempt  may  be  made  at  the  other  batteries. 
Most  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Near  Suffolk,  Va.,  April  10,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON,  Secretary  of  War  : 

SIR  :  From  present  appearances  we  shall  be  occupied  some  two  wreeks 
longer  in  drawing  off  the  supplies  from  the  counties  east  of  the  Chowan. 
If  the  Richmond  would  pass  the  obstructions  she  would  be  of  great 
service  by  being  in  position  to  threaten  any  move  that  the  enemy  might 
be  inclined  to  make  toward  my  rear.  If  the  enemy  knew  that  she  was 
outside  of  the  obstructions  he  would  not  venture  within  her  reach.  I 
do  not  desire  that  she  should  move  down  the  river  at  all. 

I  am  somewhat  apprehensive  that  if  we  should  prove  to  be  very 
troublesome  here  the  enemy  may  move  a  considerable  force  from  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  in  behind  me.  I  have  no  great  dread  of  any  force 
that  may  come  in  my  front,  but  a  move  on  my  flank  may  compel  me  to 
retire.  I  believe  that  we  are  doing  very  well  in  drawing  in  supplies,  but 
some  difficulty  exists  in  consequence  of  having  too  many  purchasers  in 
the  field.  The  citizens  at  first  agreed  that  50  cents  was  enough  for 
their  bacon,  but  some  agents  of  the  Commissary-General  have  come  over 
and  are,  I  understand,  giving  $1.  So  we  are  obliged  now  to  pay  75 
cents,  and  I  suppose  that  it  will  advance  to  $1  in  a  few  days. 

I  remain,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONG  STREET, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — The  enemy's  troops  from  the  counties  south  of  this  are  reported 
to  have  fled  to  Roanoke  Island. 
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PETERSBURG,  VA.,  April  19, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Comdg.  Department  of  Virginia  : 

GENERAL  :  I  received  your  order  of  tlie  15th  instant  to  abandon  the 
line  of  signals  from  Fort  Powhatan  to  Smithfield,  at  Bog  Island,  on  the 
10th  instant  at  2.30  p.  in.,  and  started  at  once  for  Ivor,  where  I  found 
Captain  Small  had  already  preceded  rne.  The  work  is  very  heavy  along 
the  line  of  railroad  in  erecting  stations.  Added  to  that,  our  resources 
are  limited,  and  the  line  is  not  as  efficient  as  it  could  be  made  had  we 
glasses.  We  ought  to  have  two  glasses  at  each  intermediate  station. 
As  it  is  now  we  have  but  one,  and  hard  work  to  get  them  at  that.  My 
reconnaissance  along  the  line  of  James  Eiver  has  been  thorough  and 
complete,  and  I  think  the  line  will  be  very  serviceable  when  located  to 
communicate  to  Smithfield  should  we  keep  a  force  there.  I  return  in 
the  morning  to  Ivor,  and  if  the  line  is  completed  from  there  to  General 
Longstreet's  headquarters  I  will  at  once  proceed  to  again  locate  posts 

on  the  James  Eiver  as  far  as  Boykins'  old (Fort  Boykins),  just 

above  the  mouth  of  Fagan  Creek  and  about  3  miles  from  Smithfield, 
which  can  be  supplied  by  vedette,  the  woods  and  the  character  of  the 
country  generally  precluding  all  possibility  of  running  a  line  of  signals 
direct  to  Smithfield  unless  we  had  undisputed  possession  of  the  river 
and  the  creek  (by  James  Eiver  and  Pagan  Creek). 

I  find  Hog  Island  a  delightful  pasturage  for  1,000  horses,  the  clover 
now  upon  it  being  ankle-deep ;  also  herd-grass  and  timothy.  Would 
it  not  be  well  enough  to  place  a  guard  upon  it  and  put  our  broken-down 
horses  there  to  recuperate  ?  All  through  Surry,  Isle  of  Wight,  Sussex, 
and  Frince  George  where  I  have  been  is  scarce  of  forage  and  high. 

Please  send  me  written  instructions  what  you  desire  me  to  do,  and 
order  me  in  detail  what  you  desire  should  be  done.  The  work  of  cut 
ting  out  is  very  heavy,  and  I  would  most  respectfully  suggest  that  some 
company  be  ordered  to  report  to  me  to  act  as  guard  to  exposed  posts 
and  pioneers. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

J.  F.  MILLIGAN, 
Captain,  Comdg.  I.  S.  C.  \Independent  Signal  Corps  ?]. 


HEADQUARTERS,  April  20, 18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding,  &c. : 

GENERAL:  Your  note  per  courier  is  received  just  after  day  dawn. 
Have  a  careful  examination  of  the  enemy  made  and  let  me  know  his 
dispositions  as  soon  as  possible.     I  shall  be  prepared  to  re-enforce  you 
if  the  enemy  is  inclined  to  give  battle  below. 
Most  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS,  April  20,  18G3. 
Major-General  FRENCH,  Commanding,  &c.  : 

GENERAL  :  From  what  Captain  Clarke  says  of  the  creek  on  your  right 
it  would  be  much  easier  to  make  a  ford  there  than  a  bridge.     Please 
have  it  examined  and  attended  to  as  soon  as  possible. 
Yours,  respectfully , 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Command  ing. 
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HEADQUARTERS  PETTIGREW'S  BRIGADE, 

Hooberton,  N.  C.,  April  20,  1863—12  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL: 

GENERAL  :  Yours  of  7  o'clock  this  morning  is  just  received.  A  half 
hour  before  I  received  a  note  from  General  Daniel,  dated  yesterday,  con 
taining  the  same  information.  As  I  hear  nothing  from  him  to-day  I  sup 
pose  the  Yankees  are  not  serious.  I  am  20  odd  miles  from  Greenville. 
If  I  am  to  support  Greenville  and  Kinston  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
the  depot  commissaries  at  these  two  points  should  have  enough  to  issue 
to  troops  ai riving,  for  in  this  country  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  support 
troops  while  they  are  marching.  I  have  just  received  a  report  that  there 
is  nothing  at  Kiuston.  The  weather  is  very  hard  on  troops  on  the 
march,  and  it  is  trying  them  too  hard  to  add  hunger  to  their  other  suf 
ferings.  I  think  that  General  Robertson  should  be  ordered  to  establish 
the  necessary  courier  lines.  There  must  be  maps  of  this  country.  I 
have  some  of  the  north  of  the  Tar  and  south  of  the  Neuse  but  none  be 
tween.  Please  order  your  engineer  to  have  a  copy  made  and  sent  to  me. 

1  received  your  letter  about  the  Seventeenth  [North  Carolina]  some 
time  after  it  was  written,  but  I  was  unable  to  learn  their  whereabouts 
until  I  received  your  note  of  this  morning.  Major  Haskell  having 
no  orders  I  brought  him  and  one  battery  with  me;  the  remainder  was 
left  behind  with  Generals  Daniel  and  Garnett.  I  have  just  ordered  his 
battery  back  to  General  Daniel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  PETTIGREW, 

Brigadier-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS, 

Kinston,  N.  C.,  April  20, 1863—0  a.  m. 
[Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL  :] 

GENERAL:  Your  note  of  yesterday  is  just  received.  I  shall  at  once 
set  to  work  to  fortify  Southwest  Creek,  as  I  presume  you  mean  that 
stream.  Batchelder's  Creek  is  only  10  miles  from  New  Berne.  The  en 
emy  was  quiet  yesterday.  Now  that  they  find  their  move  on  the  north 
side  was  fruitless  I  presume  they  will  be  for  trying  the  old  route.  Mar 
tin's  regiment  and  Moore's  battery  arrived  late  yesterday.  Shall  I  keep 
them  here?  I  suppose  they  can  be  of  as  much  service  here  as  anywhere 
else. 

Yours,  truly, 

E.  RANSOM,  JR., 

Brigadier-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Near  Suffolk,  Va.,  April  20,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding,  &c.  : 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  the  desire  of  the 
commanding  general  that  you  forward  with  as  little  delay  as  practica 
ble  a  report  of  the  affair  yesterday,  involving  the  capture  of  Stribliug's 
battery. 

1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOXLEY  SORREL, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  N.  (7.,  April  20,  18G3. 
lion.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond)  Va. : 

SIR  :  The  circumstances  developed  in  the  late  engagement  between 
the  monitors  and  batteries  at  Charleston  have  confirmed  me  in  certain 
opinions  treated  in  my  report  on  the  defenses  of  this  place,  especially 
as  regards  Fort  Cuswell.  If  you  will  refer  to  that  report  under  the  sec 
tion  Treating  of  Fort  Caswell  and  the  lower  harbor  yon  will  see  that  I 
strongly  recommend  as  auxiliary  to  Fort  Caswell  the  occupation  of 
' Smith ville  both  by  troops  and  guns  to  prevent,  as  there  urged,  the  es 
tablishment  of  the  enemy  in  the  harbor.  I  would  modify  this  only  to 
press  the  point  still  further  by  recommending  a  powerful  permanent 
battery  at  Sinithville.  This  I  am  constructing,  and  I  only  write  to  the 
Department  now  to  endeavor  to  obtain  the  most  powerful  guns  for  it. 
Glancing  at  the  maps  you  will  see  the  range  of  the  proposed  battery  op 
posite  Battery  Island,  and  that  it  would  cover  the  channel  there  besides 
materially  aiding  Fort  Caswell  should  the  monitors  endeavor  to  pass 
the  fort  and  take  position  inside  to  act  on  the  reverse  of  our  defenses. 
I  should  want  guns  that  would  be  formidable  to  iron-clads  and  which 
could  render  the  anchorage  unsafe  for  them.  These  should  be  Brooke 
guns— rifled  42s  or  8  or  10  inch  Columbians.  In  addition  to  the  position 
at  Sinithville  I  shall  occupy  with  a  battery  (see  maps)  a  high  bluff  at 
the  mouth  of  Price's  Creek.  This  would  have  a  strong  tire  on  the  Nar 
rows,  a  difficult  passage  in  the  channel  shown  by  the  shoal  soundings 
on  the  map  opposite  Price's  Creek,  besides  controlling  the  anchorage 
above  Sinithville.  Farther  up  the  river,  at  the  point  immediately  above 
Governor's  Creek,  I  would  place  another  battery  for  action  upon  the 
eastern  anchorage.  These  works,  constructed  of  sand,  I  am  sure  would 
require  land  forces  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to  reduce  them  and  would 
be  of  the  utmost  importance  to  us  in  the  event  of  a  forced  entrance  into 
the  harbor.  The  only  difficulty  will  be  in  procuring  the  guns. 

Recollect  the  problem  of  obstructions  here  is  one  very  difficult  of  so 
lution,  if  not  impracticable,  and  our  main  reliance  must  be  on  our  bat 
teries.  You  know  we  have  an  armament  here  vastly  less  powerful  than 
that  at  Charleston.  The  place  itself  is  little  less  important  to  us  5  is 
far  more  so  than  Savannah  or  any  unoccupied  seaport.  I  hope  I  may  be 
able  to  obtain  at  least  eight  or  ten  more  powerful  guns.  Heretofore  I 
have  been  driving  at  the  strengthening  of  our  outer  works  first.  Those 
are  still  deficient  in  heavy  guns,  but  are  much  stronger  than  they  were. 

The  importance  of  holding  the  outer  harbor  here  is  so  very  great  that 
I  must  be  excused  for  continuing  to  press  this  matter.  It  involves  both 
Caswell  and  Fisher,  all  our  importation  of  arms  through  this  place,  as 
well  perhaps  as  the  place  itself,  and  nothing  should  be  left  undone  that 
can  be  done. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

It  is  not  possible  to  defend  Wilmington  with  its  present  inadequate 
armament.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  forces  are  being  withdrawn 
from  Charleston  to  support  Foster.  Wilmington  and  the  railroad  will 
be  the  next  Yankee  move. 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major- General. 
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BRIGADE  HEADQUARTERS, 
Diascund  Bridge,  Va.,  April  20,  1^63—2.30  p.  in. 

Major-General  ELZEY,  Commanding,  &c.  : 

GENERAL  :  My  infantry  and  artillery  Lave  reached  here  within  this 
hour.  I  delayed  to  get  long  forage,  which  is  very  scarce  in  this  sec 
tion,  and  have  effected  much  good  in  assisting  the  citizens  of  Williams- 
burg  in  removing  their  persons  and  effects  from  the  reach  of  the  enemy. 
The  Yankee  rascals  tried  to  throw  the  hospital  on  my  hands  to  embar 
rass  and  pump  me  as  to  my  purpose  of  permanent  occupation.  I  de 
clined  to  have  anything  to  do  with  it,  and  they  retired  their  superin 
tendent,  nurses,  &c.  I  then  gave  it  up  to  the  State  civil  authorities, 
who,  by  my  counsel,  obtained  from  them  ten  days'  provisions  without 
compromising  our  dignity  or  claiming  from  them  any  protection.  I  will 
send  to  Governor  Letcher,  through  you,  copies  of  all  the  correspondence 
as  soon  as  I  return  to  Chaffin's  Bluff.  You  may  assure  the  Governor 
that  the  patients  will  not  suffer,  as  I  know  they  will  take  charge  of  the 
asylum  again  now  that  I  have  retired.  I  could  not  draw  them  out  of 
their  intreiichments.  They  made  no  move,  and  I  left  all  quiet,  though 
they  were  in  the  last  two  or  three  days  considerably  re-enforced.  I 
have  picketed  the  cavalry  in  two  lines — an  inner  and  outer  line,  the 
latter  running  across  from  the  Chickahoininy  to  James  River  Church, 
below  Centreville;  thence  to. Centreville;  thence  to  the  Six  Mile  Ordi 
nary,  and  to  a  fork  in  the  Telegraph  road  below  ;  thence  to  the  cross 
roads  at  Deneufville's  store  ;  thence  to  Austin's  store;  thence  to  Albert 
Haukius',  on  the  York  River  ;  the  inner  line  running  from  Bush's  Mill 
to  Mrs.  Piggott's  gate;  thence  to  Garrett's  gate;  thence  to  Richard 
son's  lane,  and  thence  to  Mount  Folly,  on  the  York  River.  Established 
a  depot  for  forage  and  Colonel  Shingler's  headquarters  at  Hickory  Neck 
Academy,  extending  the  quarters  thence  to  Burnt  Ordinary  and  Olive 
Branch  Church. 

Before  I  leave  for  Chaffin's  I  will  move  the  cavalry  headquarters  up 
to  Barhamsville  and  draw  in  the  pickets  across  from  Albert  Hankins', 
on  York  River,  west  bank  of  Scimmino  Creek,  to  Whitaker's  Mill,  and 
thence  across  to  Bush's  Mill  and  the  Chickahominy. 

Rodgers'  cavalry  have  scarcely  any  men  besides  couriers  for  duty, 
from  desertion  to  the  enemy.  They  cannot  be  trusted  for  any  duty, 
and  Doby's  and  Hawley's  companies  barely  supply  their  places  in  num 
ber,  and  the  necessity  for  Hawley  here  leaves  the  Chickahominy  with 
out  pickets  on  the  Charles  City  side.  I  beg  you  to  take  the  Holconibe 
Legion  and  Robertson's  battalion  away  and  to  restore  to  ine  my  old 
regiment  of  cavalry,  which  I  raised  and  mustered  (the  Tenth  Virginia 
Cavalry),  with  one  company  (the  James  City  Cavalry,  belonging  to  the 
Fifth  Virginia  Cavalry)  added.  Thus  I  could  have  good  men,  familiar 
with  the  paths  of  James  City,  Y'ork,  Charles  City,  New  Kent,  and  Hen- 
rico.  The  present  strangers  to  our  roads  need  guides  to  every  post. 
I  have  saved  the  records  of  York,  Warwick,  and  Elizabeth  City  Coun 
ties  and  forwarded  them  to  you  to  be  handed  over  to  Governor  Letcher 
for  safe-keeping.  It  is  important  I  should  know  how  long  I  am  to  re 
main  here,  as,  if  long,  my  men  must  send  for  changes  of  clothing.  1 
await  your  orders,  and  am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  BRIGADE, 

HooJcerton.  April  20,  1863. 
Maj.  Geri.  D.  H.  HILL  : 

GENERAL:  Not  knowing  what  to  do  with  Major  Haskell  I  ordered 
him  to  accompany  us.  He  bears  this  himself  to  receive  your  orders. 
In  addition  to  my  two  batteries,  he  has  another  here  and  you  have 
ordered  Captain  Moore's.  To  command  this  battalion,  it  would  be  very 
agreeable  to  me  if  you  would  assign  him  to  me.  In  that  event  Captain 
McOreery  should  be  assigned  to  other  duty,  as  his  rank  is  inferior  to 
some  of  the  officers  he  commands. 

Would  it  not  be  proper  for  General  Robertson  to  establish  a  line  of 
couriers  between  this  place  and  Kinston? 
Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  PETTIGEEW, 

Brigadier-  General. 


CHARLESTON  S.  C.,  April  20, 18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  II.  HILL,  Goldsborough,  N".  C.  : 
No  troops  or  iron-clads  have  left  here  to  support  Foster  as  yet. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 

GOLDSBOROUGH,  N.  C.,  April  20,  1863. 
General  G.  T.  BEAUREGARD,  Charleston  : 

GENERAL  :  For  the  last  four  weeks  I  have  been  around  Washington 
and  New  Berne  with  three  objects  in  view  :  To  harass  the  Yankees,  to 
get  out  supplies  from  the  low  country,  and  to  make  a  diversion  in  your 
favor.  In  the  first  two  objects  we  succeeded  admirably,  whipping  the 
enemy  in  every  skirmish  and  fight.  Washington  was  closely  besieged 
for  sixteen  days,  but  they  succeeded  in  getting  two  supply  boats  into 
town,  furnishing  about  twenty  days7  rations  to  the  garrison.  I  then 
abandoned  the  siege. 

I  have  failed  to  get  information  from  New  Berne  for  some  days.  The 
usual  channel  of  communication  is  cut  off,  and  I  am  very  much  in  the 
dark  as  to  what  is  going  on.  My  last  information  was  that  a  brigade  had 
gone  up  from  Morehead  City.  This  must  have  come  from  Charlestou. 
I  send  Captain  West  specially  to  you  to  ascertain  whether  any  troops 
have  left  your  point.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  rascals  have  aban 
doned  all  idea  of  attacking  Charleston  and  that  Wilmington  will  be 
their  next  move.  Should  this  be  so  I  hope  that  you  will  be  able  to  give 
us  back  our  North  Carolina  troops.  We  have  now  but  four  brigades  in 
the  State.  I  have  rejoiced  greatly  at  your  success,  and  trust  that  you 
may  continue  to  enjoy  the  smiles  of  a  protecting  God.  Our  hope  must 
be  in  Him. 

Yours,  truly, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS,  April  20,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Comdg.  District  of  North  Carolina^  Goldsborough  : 
GENERAL:  I  inclose  you  Major  Kennedy's  report,  and  also  letter  from 
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Colonel  Griffin,  together  with  communication  from  Lieutenant  Ilarvie, 
whom  I  sent  down  to  inspect  the  courier  line.*  * 

The  conduct  of  Captain  Nichols7  company  on  two  different  occasions 
has  been  disgraceful  in  the  extreme,  and  I  must  either  have  authority 
to  appoint  competent  officers  to  this  and  other  companies  in  Griffin's  as 
well  as  Claiborne's  regiments,  or  the  companies  requiring  them  must  be 
disbanded.  It  is  not  entirely  the  fault  of  the  men,  and  I  feel  sure  with 
proper  commanders  I  would  not  again  be  subjected  to  the  mortification 
and  disgust  occasioned  by  the  misbehavior  and  cowardice  of  these  men, 
who  have  been  taught  nothing  by  their  officers  unless  it  be  to  run  from 
the  enemy.  The  proceedings  of  boards  of  examination  forwarded  to 
Kichmond  have  never  been  heard  from  and  probably  never  will  be.  In 
such  cases  (I  mean  where  officers  are  found  incompetent  and  inefficient) 
please  inform  me  what  I  must  do  when  no  action  is  taken  by  higher 
authority. 

Nichols  has  tendered  his  resignation  and  his  other  officers  are  incom 
petent.  Can  I  not  appoint  officers  to  this  company  ?  I  should  like  to 
put  Captain  Wright  in  command  of  it  at  once.  Situated  as  I  am  I 
should  be  permitted  to  act  promptly  when  occasion  requires,,  and  I 
should  like  to  be  informed  if  you  will  sustain  me  in  taking  the  steps 
necessary  to  place  these  two  regiments  in  a  state  of  efficiency  without 
loss  of  ti  me — without  waiting  to  hear  from  the  Department  at  Richmond. 
In  case  all  the  officers  of  a  company  are  worthless  the  power  to  appoint 
is  admitted;  but  the  action  of  the  Department  is  first  necessary  as  re 
gards  those  reported  incompetent.  If  nothing  is  ever  heard  from  their 
decision  surely  no  charge  can  be  made  according  to  the  requirements 
of  tlie  law.  I  send  the  small  courier  as  requested. 

With  the  mounted  men  of  the  three  disbanded  companies  I  am  form 
ing  a  company  of  couriers  as  arranged.  If  upon  examination  they  do 
not  appear  sufficiently  intelligent  I  shall  substitute  it  for  one  of  Clai- 
borne's  more  suitable  for  such  duty.  Unless  you  object  I  shall  relieve 
Captain  Pitt  and  order  Colonel  Griffin  to  take  charge  of  that  line  as 
heretofo!  e.  It  is  very  important  that  Claiborne's  whole  regiment  should 
be  disciplined. 

Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  forage  and  the  arrival  of  Pettigrew's  brigade 
I  shall  have  to  move  in  a  few  days.  Where  shall  I  go?  As  soon  as  I 
can  straighten  the  command  I  now  have  here,  finish  with  an  examining 
board  now  in  session,  &c.,  I  shall  report  to  General  Longstreet,  as  I 
presume  Ferebee  is  on  his  way  to  Blackwater,  although  you  did  not 
tell  me. 

Please  answer  at  your  earliest  convenience. 
Very  respectfulty,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  KOBEBTSOK, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Cavalry. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  ENGINEER  BUREAU,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Fa.,  April  20,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War : 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  as  suggested  by 
His  Excellency  the  President,  and  requested  by  you  in  a  recent  indorse 
ment  on  a  communication  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,f  re- 

*Not  found.  tOf  April  10,  1863,  p.  976. 
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questing  that  an  opening  be  made  in  the  James  River  obstructions  at 
Drewry's  Bluff  for  the  passage  of  the  C.  S.  steamer  Richmond. 

Col.  W  H.  Stevens,  chief  of  construction  department  of  Northern 
Virginia,  in  a  recent  letter  to  this  Bureau,  after  careful  examination  and 
consideration,  expresses  the  opinion  that  a  satisfactory  opening  for  the 
passage  of  vessels  may  be  made  in  ten  days.  While  this  opinion  as  to 
time  seems  rather  too  sanguine,  I  think  it  clear,  however,  that  the  un 
dertaking  is  not  one  necessarily  requiring  much  delay  for  its  realization. 

This  opening  can  be  so  arranged  as  to  be  closed  on  short  notice  by 
sinking  a  vessel  at  its  lower  extremity  and -keeping  ready  at  points  higher 
up  rafts  for  the  same  purpose.  The  barrier,  however,  will  be  neither 
so  perfect  nor  so  safe  after  as  before  the  completion  of  the  opening. 

I  do  not  think  it  advisable  to  cut  a  canal  through  the  low  grounds  on 
account  of  the  treacherous  nature  of  the  soil.  Such  a  canal,  by  the  in 
fluence  of  successive  freshets,  might  enlarge  to  dangerous  dimensions. 

In  conclusion,  considering  the  fact  that  there  are  two  bars  in  James 
River  between  Drewry's  Bluff  and  City  Point  over  which  the  Richmond 
can  pass  only  in  time  of  freshets,  and  further  that  her  machinery  and 
speed  are  so  defective,  I  most  respectfully  but  earnestly  represent  that 
it  will  be  judicious  to  make  an  opening  in  the  James  River  obstructions 
only  when  a  second  iron  clad  is  ou  the  eve  of  completion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMER, 

Colonel  of  Engineers  and  Chief  of  Bureau. 

|  Indorsement.] 

The  view  in  relation  to  the  propriety  of  waiting  for  an  additional  iron 
clad  vessel  is  concurred  in. 

J.  IX 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

April  21,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va. : 

SIR:  I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  General  Lougstreet,  dated  the 
20th  instant,  stating  that  the  enemy  crossed  below  HilPs  Point  on  the 
evening  of  the  19th";  attacked  and  captured  Stribling's  battery  at  that 
point  operating  against  the  gunboats.  He  again  expresses  a  desire  that 
the  Richmond  would  only  show  herself  in  the  James  River,  and  thinks 
that  alone  would  strengthen  his  left  by  10,000  men.  I  do  not  know  that 
anything  can  be  done  by  the  Navy  and  only  express  his  wishes. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


HEADQUARTERS,  April  21,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding: 

GENERAL  :  The  commanding  general  desires  to  know  what  arrange 
ments  or  dispositions  you  have  made  for  watching  the  gunboats  or 
other  movements  of  the^ enemy  on  the  river.  If  you  have  made  none  he 
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wishes  you  to  take  steps  at  once  to  have  them  carefully  observed.  The 
last  report  that  we  have  from  the  river  is  that  General  Hood  is  in  pos 
session  of  tjie  old  fort. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOXLEY  SORREL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS,  April  21,  1863. 
Maj.  G.  MOXLEY  SORREL, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General  : 

DEA'R  SIR:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  asking  what  ar 
rangements  ordispositions  I  have  made  for  watching  the  gunboats  or 
other  movements  of  the  enemy  on  the  river.  When  the  lieutenant- 
general  commanding  placed  the  artillery  under  my  orders  I  found  a 
battery  in  Henry's  work  and  another  at  Hill's  Point,  arid  I  placed  the 
two  heavy  guns  in  a  work  which  I  caused  to  be  erected.  The  general 
is  aware  that  the  guns  at  Hill's  Point  were  taken  by  the  enemy,  and 
that  Bradford's  guns  were  ordered  by  General  Hood  to  be  withdrawn 
last  night,  and  that  he  ordered  tke  heavy  guns  to  Providence  Church. 
The  only  infantry  force  that  belonged  to  my  command  was  the  Fifty  - 
fifth  North  Carolina  Troops,  which  he  ordered  down  there  to  support 
the  batteries,  and  that  has  been  ordered  back  to  its  brigade.  I  had  a 
few  sharpshooters  down  on  the  Western  Branch  of  the  Nansemond, 
but  those  I  ordered  back,  thinking  it  unnecessary  to  keep  such  a  small 
force  on  the  left  of  General  Hood,  whose  line  extends  to  near  by  its 
mouth.  When  the  general  ordered  the  heavy  guns  to  Providence 
Church  I  took  it  for  granted  he  designed  them  for  other  service!  Inas 
much  as  the  .troops  of  General  Hood  extended  to  Hill's  Point  I  <Md  not 
think  the  watching  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  devolved  on  me. 
I  will  thank  the  general  to  state  what  should  be  the  number  and  char 
acter  of  the  forces  he  wishes  me  to  send  there,  and  if  he  wishes  it  done 
to-night,  and  I  will  order  them  at  once.  As  I  observed,  General  Hood's 
forces  extend  to  the  mouth  of  the  Western  Branch  of  the  Nansemond 
River. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

S.  G.  FRENCH, 
Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS,  April  21,  1863 — 11.15  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding,  &6.: 

GENERAL:  Your  communication  of  this  evening  is  received  and  will 
be  fully  considered  to-inorrow.  Meantime  the  commanding  general 
desires  you  to  make  some  arrangements  to-night  to  keep  at  least  a  look 
out  on  the  river  to  discover  what  may  be  going  on.  More  extended  and 
systematic  dispositions  may  be  effected  to-morrow. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOXLBY  SORREL, 
Ansistan t  A djutant- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  FRENCH'S  COMMAND, 

April  22—1  a.  m. 

in  accordance  with  the  directions  contained  herein  Brigadier-General 
Jenkins  will  dispatch  a  force  of  25  men  to  take  post  near  RiddicU's 


CIIAI-.XXX.  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. CONFEDERATE.  1011 

farm,  who  will  observe  closely  all  movements  of  the  enemy  and  give 
timely  notice  of  the  same.    Two  mounted  men  are  sent  to  act  as  couriers. 
Please  acknowledge  and  return  this  paper. 
By  order  of  Major- General  French : 

GEAHAM  DAVES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  April  21, 1863. 
Brigadier-General  WHITING,  Wilmington,  N.  C. : 

Three  thousand  feet  submarine  wire  will  be  sent  you.  By  authority 
Secretary  of  War,  Cooke's  brigade  will  be  sent  you  in  place  of  Evans'. 
Shall  send  Hall's  regiment  soon.  Please  send  back  Evans7  regiments 
by  the  transportation. 

G.  T.  BEAUBEGAED. 


GOLDSBOROUGH,  N.  C.,  April  21,  1863. 
His  Excellency  ZEBULON  B.  VANCE, 

Governor  of  North  Carolina : 

BEAR  SIR  :  I  think  that  infantry  would  be  of  little  service  in  Moore 
County  without  the  co-operation  of  cavalry.  I  wish  to  send  25  horse 
men  and  50  infantry.  This  is,  however,  a  bad  time  to  weaken  my  force. 
I  learn  that  there  are  one  hundred  vessels  now  at  Morehead  City,  and 
that  troops  are  pouring  in  from  Charleston.  The  Charleston  expedition 
is  abandoned,  and  Wilmington  and  the  railroad  are  the  next  object  of 
Yankee  cupidity. 

General  Longstreet  wrote  me  to  ask  you  to  call  out  the  militia.  I  do 
not  know  that  any  good  could  result  from  it  except  the  exposure  of  the 
skulkers.  The  men  staying  at  home  now  are  consumers  and  not  pro 
ducers.  They  ought  to  be  kicked  into  the  ranks  by  some  means.  One 
of  your  stirring  appeals  would  do  good.  Your  scathing  rebuke  of  de 
serters  and  skulkers  makes  even  cowards  blush.  I  fear  that  the  dis 
content  and  demoralization  of  the  troops  have  been  mainly  caused  by 
unwise  ebullition  of  temper  on  the  part  of  our  local  press.  Would  to 
God  that  our  editors  could  fight  the  common  enemy  and  let  their  pri 
vate  quarrels  lie  over.  If  conquered  by  the  Yankees  our  doom  will  be 
the  most  miserable  known  in  history.  There  is  no  insult  and  no  indig 
nity  which  these  infernal  wretches  will  not  inflict  upon  us.  I  earnestly 
hope  that  you  will  call  out  every  able-bodied  man  in  the  State,  but  es 
pecially  that  you  will  issue  a  proclamation  in  regard  to  deserters  and 
skulkers. 

Yours,  truly, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major- General. 

HEADQUARTERS, 

Greenville,  N.  0.,  April  21,  1863—4  p.  in. 
Maj.  Gen.  1).  H.  HILL,  Commanding,  &c.: 

GENERAL  :  The  force  that  came  up  on  the  Washington  road  yester 
day  will  not  exceed  300  or  400  men  and  two  pieces.  The  force 'at  the 
cross-roads  evening  before  last  was  represented  as  being  very  large;  a 
large  number  of  ambulances  and  wagons.  They  retired  last  evening. 
1  sent  the  cavalry  down  the  road  to  look  after  them.  I  sent  a  small 
mounted  force  on  the  roads  to  Swift  Creek.  I  have  not  yet  heard  from 
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the  one  that  comes  by  Black  Jack  Church  and  into  the  Washington 
road  at  Tuft's.  From  the  upper  road  the  captain  reports  that  he  saw 
Whitford,  who  was  near  the  enemy  as  late  as  2  o'clock  in  the  inoruiiig. 
They  were  then  in  possession  of  Swilt  Creek  and  were  cutting  and 
working  a  good  deal.  Whitford  lepresents  this  force  at  4,000.  Should 
they  advance  I  will  make  the  main  light  3  miles  from  town,  the  best 
position  this  side  of  the  Swift  Creek  road,  but  still  much  in  favor  of  the 
enemy.  General  Pettigrew  is  at  Adams'  Bridge.  I  will  endeavor  to 
keep  you  advised. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JUNIUS  DANIEL, 

Brigadier-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS, 

Greenville,  N.  C.,  April  21,  1863—5.30  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  J.  PETTIGREW,  Commanding,  &c.: 

GENERAL  :  There  will  be  no  necessity  of  your  marching  here  to-night. 
I  have  not  yet  heard  from  the  force  I  sent  in  the  direction  of  Washing 
ton,  but  they  (the  enemy)  must  still  be  near  Washington,  or  I  should 
have  heard  from  them.     My  information  from  Swift  Creek  is  that  they 
still  occupy  it  and  are  at  work  upon  something.     Jn  regard  to  attack 
ing  them  1  do  not  see  how  we  can  do  so  unless  we  attack  the  force  at 
Swift  Creek,  or  those  at  Washington  should  come  out  again. 
I  will  write  you  again  when  1  get  reports  from  below. 
Very  respectfully, 

JUNIUS  DANIEL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  April  22,  1803. 
General  (I.  T.  BEAUREGARD,  Charleston,  #.  C.  : 

General  Hill  telegraphs  that  New  Berne  has  been  strongly  re  enforced 
from  Charleston;  that  heavy  force  is  marching  on  Kinston,  and  that  he 
needs  help.  General  Whiting  confirms  the  transfer  of  troops  and  gun 
boats  to  Ne\v  Berne.  Render  all  the  aid  you  safely  can. 

J.  A.  SEDDON. 

Secretary  of  War. 


CHARLESTON,  April  22, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  11.  HILL,  Goldsborough : 

Send  you  Cooke's  brigade,  although  much  needed,  enemy  being  still 
in  force  at  Port  Royal  and  North  Edisto;  his  six  monitors  in  latter 
bay. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 
[Same  to  Brigadier-General  Whiting.] 

CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  April  22,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  II.  C.  WHITING,  Wilmington,  N.  C.  : 

Evans  returns  immediately  to  Wilmington.  Soon  as  enemy's  fleet 
shall  leave  Port  Royal  and  North  Edisto  will  send  you  another  brigade 
besides  Cooke's, 

U.  T,  BUAUREGABD, 
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CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  April  22,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  S.  WALKER,  Pocotaligo,  8.  C.: 

Cooke's  brigade  must  return  to  Wilmington  soon  as  possible.  Regi 
ment  will  be  sent  you  from  Savannah.  Use  transportation  to  send  on 
Cooke's  troops.  Answer. 

THOMAS  JORDAN, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  April  22, 1863. 
JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

Have  already  ordered  Cooke's  brigade  to  report  to  General  Whiting ; 
Evans  to  remain  in  North  Carolina  until  further  orders.  I  will  hold 
Clingman's  ready  to  move  so  soon  as  I  can  ascertain  what  enemy's 
forces  intend  doing  here. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


ADAMS'  BRIDGE,  April  22,  1863—6.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  HILL: 

GENERAL:  Your  special  courier  has  just  arrived  with  your  dispatch 
of  9.30  p.  in.,  21st  instant. 

1  have  already  sent  a  dispatch  to  you  at  Kinston  announcing  that  I 
am  going  to  Hookerton,  there  to  await  orders.  But  I  shall  now  proceed 
from  that  point  to  Kinston  by  the  direct  road,  whatever  that  may  be. 

I  have  forwarded  your  previous  dispatches  to  me  to  General  Daniel, 
so  I  suppose  he  knows  what  to  do.  1  have  given  him  no  instructions 
from  myself. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

J.  J.  PETTIGREW, 

Brigadier- General. 

You  know  I  am  ignorant  of  the  topography  around  Kiuston.  Please 
have  a  guide  and  a  map  for  me  if  I  am  to  go  into  position. 


GUM  SWAMP,  N.  C.,  April  22,  1863. 
[Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL:] 

GENERAL:  Capt.  [B.j  Lanehas  just  returned  from  the  reconnaissance 
on  which  he  went  early  this  morning.  He  went  to  within  half  a  mile 
of  Core  Creek  and  sent  a  lieutenant  ([M.]  Lee)  and  3  men  over  the 
creek,  who  went  half  a  mile  beyond  the  creek,  to  the  late  encampment 
of  the  enemy.  It  appears  like  the  encampment  of  a  brigade.  They  left 
this  morning  before  day.  An  old  family  near  that  place  say  there  was 
4,000  or  5,000.  Nothing  has  been  done  lately  to  the  railroad  bridge, 
but  it  can  easily  be  prepared  for  use,  being  only  about  25  feet  long. 
The  track  was  destroyed  by  being  overturned,  the  sills  still  adhering 
to  the  rails,  and  you  will  at  once  see  that  it  can  be  rendered  fit  for  use 
by  simply  turning  the  superstructure  back  to  its  original  position,  which 
can  be  done  rapidly  when  sufficient  force  can  be  brought  to  bear.  The 
enemy  have  righted  up  the  track  for  about  3  miles  this  side  of  the  creek. 
The  track  has  been  upturned  in  the  manner  described  from  a  point 
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about  l.J  miles  beyond  this.  Thence  upward  the  sills  or  cross-ties  have 
been  burned  and  the  iron  bent,  and  it  will  require  time  to  reconstruct 
the  track. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  J.  CLARKE, 
Colonel  [Twenty-fourth  North  Carolina  Troops],  Comdy. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Near  Suffolk,  Va.,  April  22,  18G3. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the 
18th.  If  the  enemy  has  abandoned  the  intention  of  reducing  Charleston 
it  would  be  well  to  have  all  the  troops  sent  from  North  Carolina  returned 
as  soon  as  practicable,  and  indeed  some  of  those  comprising  the  regular 
garrisons.  Generals  Clingman's  and  Evans'  brigades  could  be  placed 
at  Wilmington  and  General  Cooke's  at  Goldsborough. 

We  were  so  unfortunate  as  to  meet  with  a  serious  disaster  on  the 
18th  in  losing  Captain  Stribling's  battery,  55  of  his  men,  and  70  of 
General  Law's  brigade.  The  enemy  succeeded  in  making  a  complete 
surprise  by  moving  down  the  river  with  one  of  his  gunboats  until  he 
got  nearly  under  the  fire  of  the  battery,  as  though  it  was  the  intention 
to  run  by  the  battery,  then  he  opened  fire  upon  our  fort  at  or  upon 
Hill's  Point  from  gunboats  and  land  batteries  as  though  his  desire  was 
to  draw  our  attention  from  the  gunboat  which  seemed  to  be  trying  to 
get  by  our  battery.  Under  this  fire  and  the  seeming  desire  of  the  boat 
to  pass  the  enemy  landed  probably  200  or  300  men  in  the  vicinity  of 
our  fort  and  captured  it  by  complete  surprise.  I  have  not  made  any 
report  of  the  facts  before  this  because  I  had  hoped  to  have  General 
French's  report  of  the  facts  officially.  It  has  been  so  long  delayed, 
however,  that  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  mention  this  much  that  you 
may  be  apprised  of  the  facts  so  far  as  they  have  come  to  light.  As 
well  as  I  can  judge  at  present  the  misfortune  is  due  to  the  entire  want 
of  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  troops  in  the  fort.  The  fort  is  on  the 
ISTamsemond,  just  above  the  mouth  of  Western  Branch.  The  70  in 
fantrymen  were,  I  understand,  sharpshooters  selected  for  the  service. 
A  regiment  (about  700  strong)  had  been  stationed  by  General  French  in 
supporting  distance  of  the  battery,  but  no  call  was  made  upon  it  for  aid. 
One  of  our  scouts  just  from  Fort  Monroe  reports  the  enemy  re-enforcing 
him  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  that  the  enemy's  intention  now  is  to 
effect  a  surprise  by  landing  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  on  both  sides  of 
the  James  above  us.  His  late  successful  dash  at  our  battery  and  the 
limited  time  for  which  he  holds  many  of  his  soldiers  may  induce  him  to 
attempt  some  extraordinary  movements.  Please  keep  me  advised  of 
any  important  information  that  you  may  receive. 

I  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commandinrf. 

Since  writing  this  letter  I  have  received  dispatches  from  Generals 
Hill  and  Whiting  reporting  the  arrival  at  Beaufort,  N".  C.,  of  the  enemy's 
forces  and  fleet  from  Charleston.  I  hope  that  General  Beauregard  may 
be  ordered  to  re-enforce  General  Hill  sufficiently  to  enable  him  to  resist 
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the  advance  of  the  enemy  in  North  Carolina.  I  do  not  apprehend  any 
immediate  move  against  Wilmington,  but  the  enemy  may  attempt  to 
break  up  our  line  of  railroad. 

Most  respectfully,  f  J.  L. 

[Indorsements.  ] 

APRIL  25;  1863* 

Eespectfully  submitted  to  the  President  for  information. 
General  Beauregard  is  returning  the  troops  sent  from  North  Carolina. 
In  presence  of  General  Hill's  force  I  do  not  apprehend  any  serious  move 
ment  of  the  enemy  toward  our  railroad.    They  will  probably  be  content 
to  hold  their  fortified  places. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary. 

APRIL  30, 18G3. 

Eespectfully  returned  by  the  President  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
War. 

G.  W.  C.  LEE, 
Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

NEAR  SUFFOLK,  YA.,  April  22, 1863. 
(Eeceived  at  Eichmond,  Ya.,  April  23,  1863.) 
SECRETARY  OF  WAR  : 

Dispatches  from  Generals  Hill  and  Whiting  report  the  expedition 
against  Charleston  abandoned  by  the  enemy  and  that  the  army  and  the 
fleet  have  arrived  at  Beaufort,  N.  C.  May  I  ask  that  General  Beauregard 
be  ordered  to  return  to  North  Carolina  the  troops  that  came  from  there 
last  winter?  Please  acknowledge  receipt  of  this. 
Eespectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HE  AD  QUARTERS  FRENCH'S  DIVISION, 

April  22,  1863. 
Maj.  G.  MOXLEY  SORREL, 

Adjutant- General,  Dept.  of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia  : 
MAJOR  :  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  lieutenant-general 
commanding  a  detachment  irom  one  of  the  companies  of  the  Fifty-fifth 
North  Carolina  Troops  was  sent  last  night  to  do  picket  duty  near  Hill's 
Point.    It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  these  men  be  relieved,  inasmuch 
as  they  went  off  hurriedly  late  at  night  and  took  no  rations. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

S.  G.  FEENCH, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS,  April  22,  18G3. 
Ma.j.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding,  &c.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  notified  General  Hood  of  the  detachment  of  the 
Fifty-fifth  North  Carolina  Troops  doing  duty  on  the  river  and  asked 
him  to  relieve  it. 

Yorv  respectfully,  yours, 

&.  MOXLEY  SOEEEL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond^  Va>,  April  22,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen*  D.  H.  HiLLj  Goldsborougli,  N.  C. ; 

I  have  telegraphed  General  Beauregard  tQ  send  you  all  the  aid  he 
can  safely  spare*  We  can  spare  none  here  or  at  Petersburg.  You  have 
doubtless  informed  General  Longstreet. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Near  Suffolk,  Va.,  April  22,  18C3. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding,  &c.: 

GENERAL:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  21st  the  lieutenant-general 
commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  he  desires  to  know  what  sharp 
shooters  you  had  on  the  Western  Branch  which  you  ordered  in,  inas 
much  as  you  state  that  you  had  no  infantry  other  than  the  Fifty- 
fifth  North  Carolina  in  your  command.  He  ordered  the  heavy  guns 
back  to  Providence  Church  during  the  occupation  of  the  left  bank  of 
the  river  by  the  enemy,  and  while  the  men  of  that  battery  were  occu 
pied  in  bringing  off  the  ammunition  that  had  been  left  behind  in  their 
hasty  withdrawal  from  their  position  on  the  river.  The  battery  at  Fort 
Henry  was  withdrawn  during  the  night  of  the  20th  to  prevent  a  chance 
of  a  surprise.  The  enemy  retired  from  this  side  of  the  river  yesterday, 
and  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  expects  that  you  will  resume 
the  responsibilities  of  the  river  batteries  and  their  protection,  if  it  is 
agreeable  to  you;  otherwise  he  expects  you  to  advise  him  that  he  may 
make  other  arrangements. 

The  commanding  general  is  somewhat  surprised  at  your  idea  of  the 
heavy  guns  being  intended  for  other  service  because  they  were  ordered 
to  Providence  Church,  inasmuch  as  there  was  no  ammunition  for  either 
of  the  guns  when  they  were  ordered  back.  In  assigning  to  you  the  charge 
of  the  artillery,  and  particularly  the  river  defenses,  the  commanding 
general  had  every  confidence  in  your  ability  to  select  positions  for  bat 
teries  and  to  assign  proper  infantry  supports  for  their  protection.  He 
has  not  given  himself  any  anxiety  upon  the  subject  further  than  to  in 
sist  upon  your  taking  to  the  support  of  the  batteries  the  whole  of  the 
Fifty -fifth  North  Carolina  Eegirnent  instead  of  only  the  three  companies 
proposed  by  you.  In  your  note  of  the  evening  of  the  19th  you  reported 
to  the  commanding  general  that  you  had  three  companies  of  this  regi 
ment  in  the  old  fort.  This  seems  to  have  been  a  mistake.  The  com 
manding  general  expects  you  to  make  such  arrangements  as  you  deem 
necessary  to  secure  the  river  from  another  surprise,  and  to  have  such 
batteries  placed  upon  it  as  may  be  required  to  prevent  the  passage  of 
gunboats.  He  will  be  glad  to  offer  suggestions  upon  any  particular 
points  on  which  you  may  have  doubts. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOXLEY  SOEEEL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS,  April  22,  18G3. 
Maj.  G.  MOXLEY  SORREL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

DEAR  SIR:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  morning.  The 
sharpshooters  referred  to  were  25  men  detailed  from  General  Jenkins' 
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brigade.  By  the  general  commanding  placing  the  artillery  under  my 
charge  I  cannot  admit  that  I  was  charged  particularly  with  the  river 
defenses.  That  embraces  what  was  being  performed  by  other  troops 
than  mine.  In  answer  to.the  general's  kind  inquiry  if  it  will  be  agree 
able  to  me  to  resume  the  responsibilities  of  the  river  batteries  and 
their  protection,  I  reply  it  will  not  be.  General  J.  B.  Hood's  command 
on  the  left  extends  far  down  the  river  to  Hill's  Point,  and  as  the  work 
ing  parties,  tools,  and  the  main  protection  must  come  from  him,  while 
my  command  is  about  9  miles  distant,  there  will  be  a  want  of  unity  of 
action.  If  the  brigades  of  Generals  Jenkins  and  Davis  were  on  the  left 
I  would  take  charge  of  the  batteries  with  pleasure  and  the  defense  of 
the  river. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

S.  G.  FEENCH, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  April  22,  18G3. 
General  E.  E.  LEE,  Fredericltsburg,  Va.  : 

General  Hill  telegraphs  that  large  re-enforcements  have  been  brought 
by  the  enemy  from  Charleston  to  New  Berne, •  that  they  are  marching 
in  force  on  Kinston,  and  that  he  needs  help.  I  have  telegraphed  Gen 
eral  Beauregard  to  send  all  lie  can  safely  spare. 

Eeliable  information  is  just  received  that  on  Sunday  night  last  eleven 
large  transports  with  troops  landed  at  Yorktown,  each  believed  to  con 
tain  not  less  tii an  750  men.  A  good  deal  of  field  artillery  also  landed 
at  Yorktown.  Seventeen  large  transports  likewise  passed  the  York 
Eiver  on  the  way  to  Fortress  Monroe  or  Norfolk. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War'. 

CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  April  23,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  WHITING,  Wilmington,  N.  C.  : 

Cannot  now  spare  heavy  guns  from  here.  Six  monitors  are  still  in 
North  Edisto.  Savannah  also  loudly  calls  for  some  heavy  guns. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  April  23,  1863—9.30  p.  in. 
JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Am  informed  four  heavy  Whitworth  guns  have  arrived  at  Wilming 
ton  on  Merrimac.    Cannot  two  be  sent  here?    They  are  much  needed. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


HDQRS.  DEI>T.  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  GEORGIA,  AND  FLORIDA, 

Charleston,  S.  C..  April  23,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Goldsborough,  N.  C. : 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  through  Captain  West, 
has  been  received.  I  thank  you  for  your  timely  move  on  Washington, 
and  regret  much  the  circumstances  which  prevented  the  capture  of  Fos 
ter's  forces.  I  hope  you  will  still  be  able  to  do  so  before  long. 
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I  am  not  yet  able  to  tell  .precisely  what  lias  become  of  all  Hunter's 
forces  in  my  front,  but  it  is  probable  a  part  has  been  sent  to  re-enforce 
Foster.  I  have  in  consequence  ordered  Cooke's  brigade  to  report  at 
once  to  Whiting  and  General  Evans'  brigade  to  remain  in  North  Caro 
lina  until  further  orders.  Clingman's  will  be  sent  also  as  soon  as  it  may 
be  absolutely  required  and  I  can  ascertain  more  positively  that  Hunter 
has  weakened  himself  too  much  to  be  dangerous  to  this  place  or  Savan 
nah.  You  may  rely  that  I  will  afford  you  and  Whiting  all  the  assistance 
in  my  power,  for  the  enemy  must  not  be  allowed  any  success  within  the 
reach  of  our  available  forces. 

Wishing  you  ample  good  luck,  I  remain,  yours,  truly, 

G.  T.  BEAUBEGABD, 

General,  Commanding. 


HDQRS.  DEPARTMENT  OF  SOUTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

April  23,  1863. 
General  M.  JENKINS,  Commanding,  &c. : 

GENERAL  :  I  shall  assume  the  immediate  command  of  the  division 
composed  of  your  brigade  and  that  of  General  Davis.  Will  you  please 
let  your  assistant  adjutant-general  give  to  Major  Daves,  assistant  adju 
tant-general,  the  names  of  the  regiments  now  on  picket  duty?  The 
details  will  hereafter  be  made  by  Major  Daves.  My  chief  commissary 
could  not  leave  Petersburg,  and  the  same  commissary  will  have  to  act 
for  the  command.  Maj.  [John  B.]  Morey,  chief  quartermaster,  will  take 
prompt  measures  to  forward  all  necessary  supplies. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

S.  G.  FKENCH, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

April  23,  18G3. 
Lieut.  Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Petersburg,  Va. : 

GENERAL  :  There  is  great  need  of  more  cavalry  in  this  army.  Our 
cavalry  has  been  reduced  by  hard  and  long  service,  and  the  enemy's 
recently  has  been  very  much  increased.  They  have  drawn  from  Mary 
land  the  cavalry  whick  has  been  serving  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Potomac, 
in  the  interior,  and  the  counties  on  the  Eastern  Shore,  in  addition  to  the 
re-euforceinents  they  have  received  from  the  North.  They  now  have 
six  brigades,  formed  into  three  divisions,  composing  a  corps,  under  Gen 
eral  Stoneman,  and  in  recent  operations  on  the  Kappahannock  General 
Stuart  reports  that  they  ride  over  him  by  sheer  force  of  numbers.  It 
therefore  has  become  necessary  to  strengthen  that  arm  of  the  service, 
and  I  desire  to  know  whether  there  is  not  more  cavalry  in  North  Caro 
lina  than  you  require.  There  are  two  Worth  Carolina  regiments  of  cav 
alry  in  this  army,  and  if  I  could  get  three  more  I  could  form  a  North 
Carolina  brigade.  Can  you  spare  three  regiments  or  a  brigade,  or  What 
can  you  spare  ?  Please  let  me  know  at  your  earliest  convenience,  or 
order  such  regiments  forward  as  you  can  spare. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  E.  LEE, 

General. 
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STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 

Raleigh,  N.  G.,  April  23,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Commanding,  Goldsborouyli,  N.  C.  : 

GENERAL  :  Yr  urs  of  yesterday  is  just  received.  In  view  of  the  alarm 
ing  information  it  conveys  of  this  probable  invasion  of  the  State,  I  will 
not  press  for  the  troops  to  be  sent  to  Moore  County  at  present.  I  will 
lit  once  issue  an  appeal  to  the  people  to  send  in  the  deserters  and  ab 
sentees  and  do  everything  I  can  to  bring  up  every  man  to  his  post.  I 
do  not  think,  general,  that  the  militia  ought  to  be  called  out,  for  various 
reasons:  Their  help  would  be  little,  their  consumption  of  rations  great, 
and  beyond  any  sort  of  doubt  their  removal  now  from  their  crops  would 
be  followed  by  the  most  disastrous  consequences.  If  you  think  it  neces 
sary  Avhen  the  enemy's  movement  is  fully  developed  I  will  call  out  the 
militia  officers,  of  whom  there  are  some  2,000  or  3,000,  which  will  be  a 
larger  number,  I  fear,  than  we  can  arm  and  make  available.  I  can  bring 
them  to  Raleigh  at  once  by  an  order.  I  earnestly  hope,  however,  that 
such  a  thing  will  not  be  necessary.  In  accordance  with  a  previous 
request,  I  have  addressed  a  note  to  the  city  editors,  urging  them  to 
avoid  exciting  any  panic  among  the  people  and  to  be  cautious  not  to 
speak  of  the  movements  of  troops,  &c. 
Very  respectfully, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


BRIGADE  HEADQUARTERS, 
Chaffing  Farm,  Va.,  April  23,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  ARNOLD  ELZEY,  Commanding,  &c.: 

GENERAL  :  Yesterday  morning  I  issued  all  the  necessary  orders,  as 
you  instructed  me,  and  moved  back  all  the  forces  which  I  took  down 
from  this  place.  They  will  reach  here  this  morning,  or  some  time  to 
day,  as  the  weather  permits.  We  left  all  quiet,  the  enemy  making  no 
demonstration,  and  still  re-enforcing  and  fortifying  at  Fort  Magruder. 
I  placed  the  headquarters  of  the  cavalry  at  Barhamsville,  as  better  for 
them  in  all  respects  than  Diascund,  having  shorter  transportation  of 
forage  and  a  closer  eye  on  the  Parnunkey  and  York  Rivers.  I  ordered 
]  lawley's  company  back  to  its  position  on  the  Lower  Chickahominy, 
below  Diascund  Creek.  The  pickets  are  arranged  in  inner  and  outer 
lines,  with  infantry  scouts  all  in  and  about  Williamsburg. 

And  now,  general,  again  I  urgently  appeal  to  you  to  send  to  the  Fifty  - 
n  i  nth  and  Forty-sixth  Regiments  their  companies,  detailed  for  police  duty 
at  Richmond.  The  two  of  the  Fifty-ninth  and  five  of  the  Forty-sixth  are 
absolutely  required  on  the  Peninsula,  if  we  are  to  protect  the  people  in 
making  crops  this  year.  They  are  near  Richmond,  and  produce  there 
is  most  convenient  to  the  city.  We  can  maintain  no  forces  down  below 
without  making  there  something  to  cat,  and  that  object  is  more  im 
portant  than  the  police  of  Richmond.  Will  the  city  battalion  never  be 
organized  f 

[  am  confident  that  if  the  iron-clad  boat  (the  Richmond)  was  sent  down 
the  river  it  would  yet  make  General  Long-street's  attempt  a  success. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  truly, 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \    ADJT.  AND  INSPECTOR  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 
No.  99.  \  tiichmond,  F«,,  April  23,  1803. 

******* 

XXII.  Tbe  defenses  at  Drewry's  Bluff  and  Manchester  will  be  in 
cluded  in  the  Department  of  Richmond,  under  the  command  of  Major- 

General  Elzey. 

*  *      •          *  *  *  *  * 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 

A  ssistant  A  djutant-  Genera  I. 


TRANTER'S  BRIDGE,  N.  C., 

April  24,  18C3— 3  p.  m. 

GENERAL:  Grey  Ligget  is  near  Washington.  I  will  send  for  him 
forthwith.  Forty  men  will  be  sent  with  Captain  Graham's  battery  as 
directed.  Colonel  Griffin's  pickets  are  in  that  direction.  I  can  rely,  how 
ever,  on  my  own  men.  Capts.  [J.  B.]  Cherry  and  [William]  Sharp,  whom 
I  sent  to  the  vicinity  of  Plymouth,  are  in.  They  report,  on  what  they 
•regard  as  reliable  authority,  that  there  are  5,000  Yankees  in  Plymouth 
and  expecting  an  attack  from  us.  They  are  fortifying  the  place.  The 
force  in  Washington  two  days  since  numbered  8,000;  they  were  the  same 
that  came  up  the  right  bank  of  the  river.  Two  thousand  of  them  re 
turned  yesterday  for  New  Berne  with  wagons  011  the  transports.  This 
information  is  from  Mr.  J.  Randall,  just  from  W.  But  why  the  wagons 
on  transports  ?  I  inclose  you  General  Potter's  order,  which  please  for 
ward  to  Maj.  Gen.  I).  H.  Hill.  A  large  number  of  persons  in  consequence 
of  this  order  have  left  town  and  are  now  on  the  hill  near  Mrs.  Ellerdee 
with  their  effects,  and  suffering  greatly.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  send  a 
flag  of  truce,  protest  against  the  rascally  conduct,  and  ask  leave  to  remove 
the  suffering  women  and  children?  I  learn  they  are  in  great  distress.  I 
can  rebuild  the  Tranter's  Creek  Bridge  if  you  wish  it,  and  will  furnish 
transportation  for  the  plank,  which  ar,e  5  miles  off.  I  would  be  glad  to 
learn  your  wish  on  the  subject.  I  send,  as  you  requested,  the  names  of 
the  men  who  captured  the  deserter  for  you:  Corpl.  W.  A.  Allen,  Alfred 
Redfern,  Stephen  Myers,  John  Edwards,  E.  R.  Simons,  and  W.  H. 
Boggan. 

I  am,  general,  most  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  D.  FEREBEE, 
Colonel  Fifty -ninth  North  Carolina  Troops. 

HEADQUARTERS,  April  24, 18C3. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding,  &c.: 

GENERAL:  I  hope  that  you  will  try  and  have  the  battery  at  the  right 
fixed  to  night,  if  possible,  and  the  bridge  across  the  run  at  your  right 
flank  fixed  to-morrow,  if  it  is  not  already  done.  It  is  important  that 
these  things  should  be  attended  to  promptly.  Have  your  artillery  har 
nessed  and  hitched  by  daylight  in  the  morning.  The  battery  on  the 
railroad  should  be  arranged  at  once,  else  the  enemy  may  move  out  and 
erect  a  battery  that  would  sweep  along  the  railroad  embankment. 
Most  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 

Caution  your  front  line  to  be  particularly  on  the  alert  in  the  morning. 
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HEADQUARTERS,  April  24,  1803 — 4  p.  in. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding  Division: 

GENERAL:  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  have  the  bat 
teries  on  your  line  hitched  up  at  once. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOXLBY  SOEEEL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

General  Pickett  reports  that  the  enemy  have  opened  heavily  on  his 
front  with  artillery,  with  strong  infantry  support. 


HEADQUARTERS,  April  24, 18G3 — 5  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding  Division: 

GENERAL:  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  get  your  troops 
under  arms  as  soon  as  you  can. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  MOXLEY  SOEEEL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL  PICKETT'S  HEADQUARTERS, 

April  24,  18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding ,  &c.  : 

GENERAL  :  The  eifort  of  the  enemy  this  evening  proves  to  have  been 
nothing  more  than  a  strong  reconnaissance.  It  is  all  over  now  arid  your 
troops  may  return  to  their  bivouacs.  The  commanding  general  directs 
you  to  have  everything  ready  early  in  the  morning  and  your  batteries 
hitched  up. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

G.  MOXLEY  SOEEEL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


The  commanding  general  desires  you  to  order  Bradford's  ba 
report  to  Major  Bearing  at  General  Law's  headquarters  early  to- 


battery  to 
morrow 


CHARLESTON,  S.  C..  April  25,  1803. 
Maj.  Gen.  1).  H,  HILL,  Kinston,  N.  C.  : 

Scouts  are  mistaken.  Five  monitors  are  in  Euisto  and  one  at  Port 
Royal.  Only  one  supposed  gone  North  disabled.  Some  troops  are  still 
on  Folly  Island,  Edisto,  and  Port  Royal.  Probably  some  gone  to  North 
Carolina. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


HEADQUARTERS,  April  25,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding,  &c. : 

GENERAL  :  Capt.  [Thomas  J.]  Goree  thinks  that  he  saw  distinctly 
new  works  about  600  yards  in  rear  of  the  old  line  of  works  and  near  the 
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teiits.  Did  your  examination  extend  as  far  back  as  this  I  If  you  have 
time  you  had  better  have  a  minute  examination  made  to-night  and  let 
us  know. 

Most  respectfully. 

JAMES  LONGSTKEET, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  THE  CAPE  FEAR, 

Wilmington,  N.  (7.,  April  25,  1803. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Goldsborough : 

GENERAL  :  Yours  of  the  23d  received.  General  Cooke  and  his  troops 
are  arriving,  but  General  Beauregard  has  received  General  Evans  in 
his  stead,  so  I  have  only  made  an  exchange,  but  am  a  gainer  by  the 
swap.  Beauregard  says  the  enemy  are  still  in  force  in  his  front,  but 
that  the  moment  I  am  menaced  he  will  aid  me.  I  do  not  think  a  land 
attack  can  be  made  upon  me  here  with  you  in  position  at  Kinston.  I 
should  of  course  require  more  troops  than  I  have  now,  but  should  ex 
pect  them  from  Beauregard.  In  the  mean  time  we  are  daily  growing 
stronger  as  against  a  sea  attack. 

The  Merrimac,  Charleston,  Margaret,  and  Jessie  all  came  in  day 
before  yesterday.  We  had  quite  a  spirited  engagement  over  the  two 
former.  As  you  expected,  my  30-pounder  Parrott  burst  in  the  engage 
ment.  The  Merrimac  brings  me  three  splendid  Blakely  guns,  8-inch 
rifled  130-pounders.  Two  of  them  are  for  this  place,  one  gone  to  Mis 
sissippi.  I  shall  place  one  at  Caswell  and  one  at  Fisher.  I  have  three 
10-inch  columbiads  at  Caswell. 

I  wrote  you  about  torpedoes.  I  have  only  a  few  here,  hardly  enough 
for  the  obstructions.  You  had  better  apply  to  Bains,  chief  of  Conscript 
Bureau.  I  think  there  are  any  number  of  them  in  Eichmond. 

Inclosed  please  find  a-  letter  from  my  scout,*  which  may  give  you  some 
intelligence. 

As  to  telegraph,  use  the  cipher  for  important  words.    I  have  both 
the  War  Department  cipher  and  Beauregard's. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  General. 


KINSTON,  IS".  C.,  April  26, 1803. 
Maj.  J.  N.  WHITFORD,  Swift  Greek  Village: 

DEAR  SIR  :  I  learn  that  my  scout  Kinsly  has  lost  the  confidence  of 
the  Yankees  and  that  George  Smith  is  suspected.  It  seems,  then,  a  dif 
ficult  task  to  put  Foster  on  a  wrong  scent  again.  B.  and  C.  tell  me  that 
our  deserters  are  also  suspected,  and  that  the  last  two  sent  down  are 
in  irons.  I  wish,  therefore,  to  arrange  a  plan  with  you  for  chasing  the 
deserters  and  firing  upon  them  until  you  run  them  into  their  lines. 
This  would  relieve  all  suspicions  and  enable  me  to  stuff  Foster  to  my 
heart's  content.  Come  up  to-morrow  or  next  day  and  we  will  arrange 
the  plan. 

I  was  at  Core  Creek,  on  the  Dover  road,  on  Friday.  The  mills  are  not 
destroyed  as  reported.  I  wish  you  to  have  the  scouts  arrested  who 

*Not  found, 
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gave  the  false  report.  We  must  Lave  true  information,  and  the  care 
less  and  sensational  scout  deserves  punishment.  General  Ransom  is  un 
well  and  may  be  detained  here  four  or  five  days,  but  I  would  prefer  you 
to  come  to-morrow.  I  think  that  you  can  break  up  the  negro  nest  on 
Goose  Creek  Island.  I  will  draw  Foster  off  towards  Plymouth  while 
you  are  operating  there. 

The  Big  Pine  tories  must  be  cut  off,  but  I  fear  a  fight  with  them  lest 
you  kill  some  of  my  spies  among  them.  Could  you  not  manage  through 
Smith  to  give  them  notice  in  a  quiet  way  to  get  off  somewhere.  You 
can't  be  too  cautious  in  this  matter.  Suspicion  might  be  excited  and  the 
whole  thing  prove  a  failure. 

Send  F.  Riggs  down  to-morrow,  and  let  me  have  a  full  report  from 
that  section  by  the  1st  of  May  at  furthest. 

I  cannot  too  emphatically  caution  you  that  your  men  must  not  trust 
to  the  report  of  others,  but  must  see  with  their  own  eyes  everything 
they  report. 

The  accounts  of  the  Yankee  treatment  of  Spinola  amuse  me  very 
much.  He  made  his  escape  in  good  time,  however,  and  deserves  credit 
for  his  foot-race  if  not  for  his  fight. 

If  you  cannot  come  up  to-morrow  send  up  Lieutenant  Barrington  or 
Lieutenant  Whitford,  now  I  believe  a  captain. 

The  note  of  mine  found  at  Hill's  Point  was  not  important,  at  least  I 
think  not. 

Respectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major- General. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Near  Suffolk,  Va.,  April  20,  1803. 
Maj.  Gen.  ARNOLD  ELZEY, 

Commanding  Department  of  Richmond,  Va. : 

GENERAL  :  The  commanding  general  desires  you  to  cause  the  wharves 
and  landing  places  on  your  side  of  the  river  wherever  the  enemy  might 
effect  a  landing  to  be  burnt  or  otherwise  destroyed.  Please  direct  their 
destruction  to  be  thorough  and  complete. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOXLEY  SORREL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


NAVY  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  April  27,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

SIR  :  Your  letter  of  the  25th  instant,  inclosing  a  letter  from  General 
Whiting,  has  been  received,  and  in  reply  I  inclose  herewith  copy  of  my 
letter  to  General  Whiting  on  the  subject  to  which  he  refers  in  his  letter 
to  you. 

General  Whiting's  letter  is  herewith  returned. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  MALLORY, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond.  April  25,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  WHITING,  0.  S.  A., 

Commander  -in-  Chief,  Wilmington,  N.  C.: 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  the  21st  instant  has  been  received.  Know 
ing  your  want  of  heavy  guns  I  would  have  sent  you  the  Raleigh's  bat 
tery  before  had  it  been  ready.  But  two  of  the  guns  designed  for  her 
are  anywhere  near  ready.  They  will  be  sent  with  ammunition  and 
equipments  in  a  few  days.  They  are  two  11,000  pound  double-banded 
Brooke  6.4  guns,  whose  penetration,  as  shown  by  our  iron  targets,  equal 
that  of  the  7-inch.  Their  bolts  weigh  90  pounds. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R,  MALLORY, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  April  21,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond  : 

SIR  :  Please  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  if  he  will  lend  me  the 
armament  of  the  Ealeigh,  especially  the  Brooke  rifles,  until  she  is  ready 
to  use  them.  She  will  not  be  ready  for  at  least  three  months,  and  during 
that  time  I  may  be  attacked  and  those  guns  would  be  of  incalculable 
service  in  the  defense. 
Yery  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

April  27,  1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET,  Commanding,  &c. : 

GENERAL  :  I  received  last  night  a  dispatch  from  Maj.  [William]  Nor- 
ris,  chief  of  signal  corps  in  Richmond,  stating  that  a  special  scout  to 
Washington  City  had  returned  Saturday  night.  After  giving  the 
strength  of  General  Hooker's  army,  which  he  had  put  down  very  heavy 
(between  150,000  and  160,000),  and  that  he  had  been  re-enforced  from 
Baltimore,  Washington,  Alexandria,  and  Harper's  Ferry,  he  says  that 
10,000  or  12,000  men  had  been  sent  to  Suffolk  which  were  not  taken 
from  Hooker's  army.  Although  I  think  his  statement  very  much  ex 
aggerated,  yet  all  accounts  agree  that  Hooker  has  been  re-enforced,  and 
that  troops  from  the  rear  have  been  brought  forward  to  the  Rappahan- 
nock.  This  looks  as  if  he  intended  to  make  an  aggressive  movement, 
but  by  what  route  I  cannot  ascertain. 

A  dispatch  from  Stuart,  of  the  26th,  received  last  night,  states  that 
Stoneman  is  in  force  in  the  neighborhood  of  Warrenton  ;  that  a  brigade 
of  infantry  is  guarding  the  Rappahannock  Bridge  and  the  fords  each 
side;  that  the  trains  are  running  regularly  on  the  Orange  and  Alex 
andria  Railroad  to  Bealeton,  but  that  he  does  not  learn  they  bring  up 
any  troops. 

I  am  glad  to  learn  by  your  letter  received  yesterday  by  special  cou 
rier  that  you  are  getting  everything  out  of  North  Carolina  as  rapidly 
as  possible,  Can  you  give  me  any  idea  wjieii  your  operations  will  be 
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completed  and  whether  any  of  the  troops  you  have  in  North  Carolina 
can  be  spared  from  there?  As  regards  your  aggressive  movement 
upon  Suffolk,  you  must  act  according  to  your  good  judgment.  If  a 
damaging  blow  could  be  struck  there  or  elsewhere  of  course  it  would 
be  advantageous ;  but  if  the  place  was  taken  I  doubt  whether  we  could 
spare  a  garrison  to  hold  it,  and  storming  of  his  werks  might  cost  us 
very  dear. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

P.  S. — Is  not  the  Eighth  Corps,  which  you  mention  in  your  front, 
Keyes',  from  Yorktown  ? 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Near  Suffolk,  Va.,  April  27,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War : 

SIR  :  If  the  reports  of  officers  of  the  quartermaster's  and  subsistence 
departments  are  to  be  relied  upon,  it  will  require  a  month  to  haul  out 
the  supplies  of  this  portion  of  the  country.  If  it  is  desirable  that  we 
should  remain  for  that  purpose  the  Eichmond  would  be  of  great  assist 
ance  to  us  ;.it  would  at  least  secure  Eichmond  City  against  any  sudden 
move  of  the  enemy  and  protect  my  left.  Unless  a  part  of  this  force  is 
necessary  on  the  Eappahannock  it  would  probably  be  well  for  us  to 
hold  our  line  as  it  now  is  instead  of  giving  up  the  country  back  to  the 
Blackwater  again.  I  learned  yesterday  that  there  are  a  number  of  guns 
in  the  old  river  forts  that  were  abandoned  by  us  when  this"  country  was 
given  up.  I  have  sent  Captain  Clarke  (engineers)  down  to  examine  the 
old  works  and  guns  and  report  their  condition.  I  presume  that  many 
of  these  guns  may  be  made  useful  if  we  can  have  carriages  made  for 
them. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS,  April  27,  1863 — 1  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  LONGSTREET, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

GENERAL  :  I  started  this  morning  at  8  a.  m.,  and,  with  Generals  Jen 
kins  and  Davis,  have  walked  the  margin  of  Spikes7  Eun  from  where  the 
right  of  my  line  strikes  the  run  to  where  General  Garnett  is  defending 
the  ford,  on  the  old  Somerton  road.  The  distance  is  over  three-quar 
ters  of  a  mile,  and  the  run,  while  it  is  an  obstacle,  is  no  barrier  to  in 
fantry.  It  can  be  crossed  at  any  point  throughout  its  length  between 
those  points  by  infantry.  There  are  several  log  .crossings  in  the  inter 
val.  I  have  your  note,  and  will  have  an  examination  made  with  a  view 
to  have  a  ford  for  artillery.  I  mention  the  condition  of  Spikes'  Eun 
that  it  may  be  duly  considered  as  a  part  of  the  general  line. 
Very  truly, 

S.  G.  FEENCH, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
65  E  R— VOL  xvin 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Near  Suffolk,  Va.,  April  27,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding,  &c.: 

GENERAL  :  The  commanding  general  desires  you  to  cause  the  earth 
in  front  of  the  rifle-pits  on  your  line  to  be  so  increased  in  thickness  as 
to  enable  it  to  resist  the  fire  of  artillery.  He  also  wishes  you  to  cause 
the  interval  between  your  works  and  the  brush  or  abatis  in  front  to  be 
filled  up  with  the  same  kind  of  brush  or  abatis,  the  whole  when  com 
pleted  to  cover  60  or  70  yards  in  front  of  the  works. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOXLEY  SOEEEL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 

Raleigh,  N.  C.,  April  27,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va. : 

SIR  :  I  received  a  message  from  you  by  Judge  Euffin  in  regard  to 
supplies  for  the  army  and  desiring  to  know  if  I  could  not  turn  over  to 
the  Confederacy  the  stores  on  hand  belonging  to  the  State.  It  affords 
me  great  pleasure  to  assure  you  that  the  crisis  in  regard  to  provisions 
in  this  State  has  passed  over,  and  the  conviction  is  now  firm  in  all  minds 
that  there  is  not  only  enough  but  to  spare.  The  passage  of  tlje  impress 
ment  act  and  the  near  approach  of  a  harvest,  which  promises  to  be 
abundant,  have  brought  to  light  many  hoards  that  the  fear  of  famine 
kept  out  of  the  market.  The  call  for  aid  to  the  army  has  met  with  a 
liberal  response  from  our  generous  people,  and  I  trust  all  fears  may  be 
dismissed.  The  quantity  of  provisions  on  hand  was  not  large  belong 
ing  to  North  Carolina.  They  were  purchased  under  authority  of  an  act 
of  our  Legislature  to  prevent  suffering  in  the  families  of  soldiers  and 
consequent  disquiet  and  desertion  in  the  army.  The  demand  has  been 
much  less  than  I  expected,  and  in  a  few  weeks  I  shall  be  able  to  see 
what  can  be  dispensed  with.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  turn  over  some 
250,000  pounds  of  bacon  and  some  corn  to  the  Confederacy,  precisely 
how  much  I  cannot  now  say.  The  purchases  of 'Government  agents 
can  also  be  increased  when  the  State  and  most  of  the  private  individ 
uals  cease  to  be  in  the  market. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


TUESDAY  NIGHT,  April  28, 1863. 

(Eeceived  May  1,  1863.) 
[Maj.  WILLIAM  NORRIS  :] 

The  enemy  on  the  Peninsula  have  not  been  re-enforced  by  a  man 
since  I  last  reported  (April  22).  There  is  only  a  camp  guard  at  New 
port  News ;  three  companies  of  the  Third  New  York  on  garrison  duty 
at  the  fortress,  and  Eobertson's  battalion  (six  companies)  at  Camp 
Hamilton  ;  Keyes,  with  one  brigade  (and  that  a  small  one)  and  a  few 
cavalry,  is  at  Yorktown  and  Fort  Magruder.  I  have  positive  informa 
tion  that  rations  are  regularly  drawn  for  40,000  men  at  Suffolk.  Beef- 
cattle  are  butchered  at  Newport  News  and  the  meat  sent  direct  to  Suf 
folk.  Dix  has  called  for  10,000  more  men.  This  information  was  thus 
obtained :  A  friend  of  ours  was  at  the  fort  and  saw  the  post  commis- 
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sary  of  subsistence  of  Newport  News,  who  informed  him  that  he  sent 
40,000  rations  of  beef.  Great  fear  is  manifested  because  of  the  rumored 
coining  of  our  gunboats.  All  Government  material  at  Newport  News 
is  ready  to  be  moved  at  a  moment's  warning.  The  usual  fleet  is  in  the 
river. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  CAUSEY, 

Captain,  C.  8.  Army. 


HOOKERTON,  N.  C.,  April  28,  1863—9  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  II.  HILL: 

GENERAL  :  Yours  of  G.15  p.  m.  is  just  received.  I  will  be  ready,  but 
I  am  very  doubtful  of  their  coming  to  Goldsborough  if  they  say  they 
are  coming ;  though  if  this  be  a  demonstration,  and  they  have  sent  their 
re-enforcements  back  from  Washington,  I  know  not  where  the  real  at 
tack  can  be.  Unless  General  Longstreet  has  more  hope  of  doing  some 
thing  at  Suffolk  than  I  have,  I  wish  him  back  on  the  railroads.  I  hope 
the  commissary  will  be  ready  for  us  at  Kinston  when  we  come,  for  the 
commissariat  question  is  my  great  bother. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

J.  J.  PETTreEEW, 

Brigadier-  General. 


EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT,  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

Raleigh,  April  28,  18G3. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

SIR:  From  the  best  information  to  be  obtained  it  seems  now  pretty 
certain  that  the  enemy  has  abandoned  further  attempts  upon  Charles 
ton  and  will  direct  his  attention  principally  to  the  invasion  of  North 
Carolina  during  this  season.  I  desire  to  say  that  coast  of  North  Caro 
lina  is  very  poorly  defended  indeed.  The  Eoanoke,  the  Tar,  and  the 
Neuse,  embracing  the  richest  corn-growing  region  of  the  State,  upon 
which  the  army  of  General  Lee  has  been  subsisting  for  months,  have  no 
heavy  artillery  for  their  defense.  The  attack  on  Washington  recently 
failed  through  the  defect  of  artillery  and  the  very  alarming  inferiority 
of  the  ammunition.  I  very  much  fear  that  region  will  not  be  planted, 
so  disheartening  is  the  prospect  of  defense.  One-fifth  of  the  care  taken 
in  rendering  Charleston  impregnable  would  be  well  bestowed  in  strength 
ening  the  defenses  of  Wilmington,  which  are  now  confessedly  weak.  It 
is  a  point  equally  important  in  a  military  view  in  every  respect,  and 
calls  as  loudly  for  the  protection  of  the  Government,  and  yet  nearly  all 
the  heavy  guns  of  the  Confederacy  seem  to  have  been  sent  to  Charles 
ton,  and  other  points  are  left  to  take  the  chances.  An  attack  upon  Wil 
mington  by  half  of  the  number  of  iron-clads  which  assaulted  Charleston 
would  be  equivalent  to  the  capture  of  the  city.  Can  nothing  be  done  to 
strengthen  that  point? 

From  Eoanoke  Island  to  the  late  siege  of  Washington  the  history  of 
the  war  has  been  a  succession  of  calamities  in  North  Carolina  which  none 
but  the  ungenerous  and  untruthful  can  charge  to  a  want  of  bravery  and 
patient  endurance  on  the  part  of  her  people.  I  shall  not  pretend  to  say 
that  our  defense  is  intentionally  neglected,  but  that  it  is  very  poorly 
provided  for  is  a  fact  too  patent  to  deny,  and  that  it  can  be  better  pro- 
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vided  for  I  liope  is  true,  from  the  fact,  which  I  am  assured  is  true,  that 
every  sea-port  in  our  possession  is  stronger  than  Wilmington.  It  is 
discouraging  to  know  this  when  we  consider  wbat  North  Carolina  has 
done  for  the  cause  in  men  and  means.  We  certainly  ought  to  fare  no 
worse  than  our  sisters. 

I  am  again  called  on  by  General  Hill  to  call  out  the  militia.  Consider 
ing  that  our  white  male  population  is  already  taken  to  the  age  of  forty  5 
that  nearly  twenty  of  our  richest  counties  have  been  stripped  of  their 
slaves ;  that  over  1,500  are  yet  at  work  on  the  fortifications,  it  seems  a 
physical  impossibility  to  prevent  a  famine  should  all  the  balance  of  our 
labor  be  abstracted  from  the  farms  in  the  middle  of  the  planting  season, 
yet  I  could  call  them  out  with  less  reluctance,  and  put  raw  plowmen  to 
contend  with  iron-clad  ships  of  war  with  less  regret,  if  I  were  honestly 
convinced  that  everything  possible  to  do  had  been  done,  and  that  such 
a  course  was  unavoidable.  What  the  resources  of  the  Ordnance  De 
partment  are  of  course  I  do  not  know.  But  may  I  hope  that  now  that 
the  attack  upon  Charleston  is  over,  the  defenses  of  Wilmington  and 
navigable  rivers  of  the  State  will  receive  the  earnest  attention  of  the 
War  Department,  and  the  requisitions  of  the  generals  in  command  will 
meet  with  every  possible  fulfillment?  Permit  me  to  assure  you  in  the 
candor  which  I  usually  employ  in  addressing  you,  that  an  earnest  and 
vigorous  effort  to  defend  these  exposed  points  would  work  a  most  happy 
effect  in  the  dissatisfied  public  mind  of  the  people. 

I  am.  sir.  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


EICHMOND,  YA.,  April  29,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Petersburg,  Va.: 

GENERAL:  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  send  here  all  the 
available  forces  at  your  command  in  and  around  Petersburg  with  the 
least  delay  practicable.     In  order  not  to  interrupt  railroad  transporta 
tion  this  force  will  move  by  marching. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

S.  COOPEE, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


EICHMOND,  VA.,  April  29,  1SG3. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Goldslorough,  N.  C. : 

GENERAL:  The  following  telegram  has  just  been  received  from  Gen 
eral  Lee : 

The  enemy  is  crossing  below  Deep  Run,  about  the  same  place  as  before.  The  fog 
has  been  BO  thick  during  the  night  and  morning  that  wo  can  only  see  a  few  yards. 
Taken  with  the  reports  received  from  our  left, it  looks  like  a  general  advance;  but 
where  his  main  effort  will  be  made  cannot  say.  Troops  not  wanted  south  of  James 
River  had  better  bo  moved  in  this  direction  and  all  other  necessary  preparations 
made. 

R.  E.  LEE. 

This  renders  it  important  that  such  forces  as  you  deem  judicious 
should  be  concentrated  at  Richmond,  to  be  in  supporting  distance. 
General  Lee  may  telegraph  you.  In  absence  of  instructions  from  him 
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miike  such  arrangements  with  above  view  as  your  judgment  shall  dic 
tate.    A  like  dispatch  has  been  sent  to  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

f  S.  COOPEE, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


[APRIL  29,  1863.] 
[General  LONGSTREET  :] 
The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  from  General  Lee : 

FREDERICKSBURG,  VA.,  April  29,  18G3. 

The  enemy  is  in  large  force  on  north  bank  of  Bappahannock,  opposite  the  railroad, 
at  Hamilton's  Crossing.  Ho  is  crossing  troops  below  the  point  at  which  he  crossed  in 
December,  and  extends  lower  down  the  river.  I  have  discovered  nothing  lower  than 
the  month  of  Massaponax  Creek.  He  is  certainly  crossing  in  large  force  here,  and  it 
looks  as  if  he  was  in  earnest.  I  hear  of  no  other  point  at  which  he  is  crossing,  except 
below  Kelly's  Ford,  where  General  Howard  has  crossed  with  his  division,  said  to  be 
14,000,  six  pieces  of  artillery,  and  some  cavalry.  Stoueman  will  probably  cross  about 
the  Warrenton  Springs,  and  I  fear  will  make  for  Gordousville  and  may  destroy  our 
roads.  I  have  nothing  to  oppose  to  all  that  force  up  there  except  the  two  brigades 
of  cavalry  under  General  Stuart.  All  available  troops  had  better  be  sent  forward  as 
rapidly  as  possible  by  rail  and  otherwise. 

R.  E.  LEE. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


EICHMOND,  VA.,  April  29,  1863. 
General  LONGSTREET, 

Franldin,  Va.,  near  Blaclcwater : 

I  have  sent  dispatch  to  you  by  messenger  more  in  detail.  Be  pre 
pared  to  move  your  command  in  accordance  with  that  dispatch  with  the 
least  practicable  delay. 

S.  COOPEE, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


ADJUTANT  AND  INSPECTOR  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

Richmond,  Va.}  April  29,  1863. 
Lieutenant-General  LONGSTREET  : 

The  following  telegram  just  received  since  the  one  already  communi 
cated  to  you : 

If  any  troops  can  be  sent  by  rail  to  Gordonsville  under  a  good  officer  I  recommend  it. 
Long-street's  division,  if  available,  had  better  come  to  me^and  the  troops  for  Gordous 
ville  and  the  protection  of  the  railroad  from  Richmond  and  North  Carolina  if  practi 
cable.  General  Howard,  of  the  enemy's  forces,  making  toward  Gordonsville,  has  six 
batteries  with  him.  Please  order  the  forwarding  of  supplies. 

The  Secretary,  in  view  of  the  above,  directs  the  return  of  your  com 
mand,  or  at  least  such  portions  of  it  as  can  be  spared  without  serious 
risk;  also  any  surplus  force  that  can  be  spared  from  General  D.  H. 
Hill.  Bhettfs  command  has  been  sent  to  Gordonsville.  These  move 
ments  are  required  to  be  made  with  the  utmost  dispatch. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

S.  COOPEE, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 


1030  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  S.  E.  VIRGINIA.  [CHAP.  XXX. 

KINSTON,  K  0.,  April  29, 1863. 
General  G.  T.  BEAUREGARD,  Charleston,  S.  C.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  see  it  stated  in  the  Ne^w  York  papers  that  Hunter  had 
but  7,000  men  who  could  be  spared  to  co-operate  with  Du  Pont.  How 
true  this  is  I  do  not  know,  but  all  the  papers  concur  in  the  statement 
the  land  force  was  small.  I  have  force  enough  here,  if  concentrated,  to 
11  glit  Foster  successfully,  but  the  troops  are  necessarily  scattered  over 
near  100  miles.  With  the  Neuse,  Tar,  Eoanoke,  and  Chowan  running 
nearly  up  to  the  railroad,  it  is  an  easy  matter  for  the  Yankees  to  make 
raids^into  the  richest  agricultural  portion  of  North  Carolina  and  of  the 
South  and  carry  off  hundreds  of  negroes  and  destroy  an  incalculable 
amount  of  property.  It  is  impossible  to  protect  the  farmers'  interests 
of  this  fertile  region  without  a  division  of  force  and  consequent  weak 
ness.  I  learn  from  General  Whiting  that  Evans'  brigade  has  gone  back 
to  Charleston,  and  the  object  of  this  is  to  ask  if  you  could  send  me 
Clingman's  brigade.  If  the  attack  should  be  renewed  at  Charleston  I 
could  return  it  "rapidly,  as  I  would  encamp  it  on  the  railroad  at  Magno 
lia  Depot.  General  Longstreet  has  got  all  my  cavalry  worth  a  sou,  and 
a  sudden  cavalry  raid  on  the  railroad  might  be  successful  in  destroying 
the  bridges  and  trestle-work  below  Magnolia. 
With  great  respect, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major -General. 


KINSTON,  N.  C.,  April  29, 18G3. 
General  G.  T.  BEAUREGARD,  Charleston,  S.  C.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  send  you  report  of  a  trustworthy  scout.  1  am  satisfied 
that  Foster  has  applied  for  and  is  getting  back  the  twenty  regiments 
furnished  to  Hunter.  This  will  give  him  a  force  more  than  double  of 
mine,  and  troops,  too,  which  have  seen  more  service.  The  Yankees  have 
shown  unusual  boldness  lately,  and  this  with  them  always  indicates  the 
presence  of  a  large  force.  Yesterday  my  outposts  were  pushed  back  to 
within  5  miles  of  this  place  and  they  are  near  me  in  heavy  force.  I 
cannot  bring  my  three  brigades  to  this  point  lest  a  sudden  movement 
be  made  from  Washington  on  Greenville  and  Tarborough.  I  am  very 
desirous  to  get  Clingman's  brigade  at  Wilmington,  that  Cooke  might 
be  on  the  railroad.  Clingman's  troops  have  been  much  demoralized,  and 
I  learn  can  only  be  trusted  behind  earthworks.  I  have  no  idea  that  the 
Yankees  under  Hunter  will  make  a  land  advance.  Foster,  however,  is 
bold,  but  ambitious  and  fanatical.  I  have  obtained  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  him  to  Dix  last  winter  (December),  in  which  he  proposes  to  destroy 
the  railroad  at  Kinstou  and  march  upon  Wilmington.  The  defeat  of 
Burnside  arrested  that  pretty  little  plan.  I  hope  that  you  can  send  me 
Clingm aii's  brigade. 

With  great  respect, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major- General. 

flnclosurc.] 

SWANSBOROUGH,  N.  C.,  April  27,  1863. 
Maj.  JAMES  H.  HILL: 

MAJOR:  The  highest  estimate  that  any  one  in  whom  I  can  rely  has 
made  of  the  number  of  troops  sent  up  to  New  Berne  is  5,000.  Of  the 
number  of  vessels  I  have  been  unable  to  learn  anything  further  than  has 
been  already  dispatched  you.  Through  a  scout  of  General  Ransom's  I 
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learned  that  on  Saturday  at  3  p.  m.  Heckman's  brigade  passed  down 
tbe  road  through  Shepherdsville,  as  the  scout  believed,  to  Beaufort,  but 
I  have  learned  from  another  source  that  their  destination  was  more  prob 
ably  Carolina  City.  The  enemy,  I  am  informed,  are  fortifying  at  or  near 
that  point  on  Newport  Kiver,  extending  to  the  Sound,  a  distance  of  4 
miles.  For  this  purpose  they  have  been  pressing  the  negroes.  This 
movement  of  Heckman's  brigade  was  sent  to  General  Ransom  last  Sat 
urday  night  at  2  a.  m.  I  would  have  sent  it  immediately  to  Von,  but 
knowing  that  it  would  reach  you  almost  as  soon  by  that  route  as  by  this 
I  concluded  to  await  news  from  my  usual  source,  by  which  I  would  get 
something  more,  or  at  least  confirmatory.  In  this  I  was  in  part  disap 
pointed.  The  conductor  did  not  visit  the  road  himself,  but  through  him 
from  another  man,  who  saw  the  cars  pass,  said  that  they  were  loaded 
with  troops  from  New  Berne.  With  this  dispatch  you  will  find  the  Ex 
press  of  the  14th  instant,  a  very  interesting  paper. 

Please  send  me  a  half  quire  of  paper  and  a  pack  of  envelopes. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

E.  J.  SHAEr. 


HEADQUARTERS,  April  29, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Commanding  North  Carolina  Department : 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  the  26th  is  received.  I  am  somewhat  re 
lieved  to  find  you  are  not  threatened  with  anything  immediate  from  the 
enemy.  They  always  move  slowly,  and  must  do  so  in  North  Carolina, 
where  they  have  no  railroad  for  their  transportation.  I  hope  that  all 
the  troops  sent  to  South  Carolina  will  soon  be  returned  to  you.  I  doubt, 
though,  if  the  enemy  intends  any  decided  move  in  North  Carolina  or 
here.  The  enemy  will  try  any  dodge  or  trick,  however,  which  gives  any 
promise  of  success.  Ee-enforcements  have  been  sent  here  (to  Suffolk) 
but  1  am  not  satisfied  as  to  the  extent.  I  am  of  the  opinion,  however, 
that  I  can  hold  my  position  against  any  attack  from  the  front.  We 
shall  be  here  at  least  two  weeks  longer  hauling  out  supplies.  I  expect 
you  to  keep  General  Foster's  forces  off  of  me  and  I  shall  consider  my 
self  quite  safe.  There  are  no  other  forces  to  accumulate  against  me. 
We  have  recovered  some  twenty-odd  siege-guns  that  were  left  near  here 
when  we  gave  up  this  county  last  year,  which  I  hope  that  we  may  be 
able  to  send  you  as  soon  as  we  can  get  carriages  for  them.  This  is  all 
that  I  can  promise  you  in  artillery.  I  can  get  nothing  in  Eichmond,  or 
little  at  best.  If  you  cannot  keep  General  Foster's  forces  off  of  me  you 
must  be  prepared  to  join  us  with  part  of  your  force  in  case  General 
Foster  should  move  in  this  direction  from  North  Carolina.  Have  your 
scouts  out  and  keep  yourself  well  advised  of  the  enemy's  movements. 
We  are  in  telegraphic  communication  with  you  now  via  Petersburg. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 


RICHMOND,  VA.,  April  30,  1863. 
General  G.  T.  BEAUREGARD,  Charleston,  8.  C. : 

Send  a  full  brigade  immediately  to  North  Carolina  to  report  to  Gen 
eral  Hill 

S.  COOPEE, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General 
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RICHMOND,  VA.,  April  30, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL,  Kinston,  N.  C.  : 

Send  a  brigade  immediately  to  this  place;  Ransom's  preferred,  if  no 
loss  of  time  is  involved. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


RICHMOND,  VA.,  April  30,  1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET,  Suffolk,  Va.  : 

Move  without  delay  with  your  command  to  this  place  to  effect  a  junc 
tion  with  General  Lee. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  April  30,  1863. 
General  S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  : 

GENERAL:  You  can  send  General  Wise's  brigade  to  Gordonsville  and 
telegrapji  General  D.  H.  Hill  for  a  brigade  and  replace  it,  and  General 
Beauregard  for  Clingman's  brigade  for  General  Hill. 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS,  April  30,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL: 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  the  27th  is  received.  The  battery  on  the 
Chowan  will  hardly  be  needed,  as  the  probabilities  are  that  this  com 
mand  will  soon  be  moved  to  the  Rappahannock.  If  this  is  done  one  of 
the  brigades  in  North  Carolina  will  be  needed  here  to  hold  the  line  of 
the  Blackwater.  But  I  presume  that  Generals  Evans  and  Clingman 
will  return  to  you  before  the  brigade  is  called  for.  I  very  much  doubt 
the  policy  of  holding  all  the  points  of  your  line  or  of  attempting  to  do 
so.  Two  points,  with  your  forces  so  arranged  as  to  meet  an  advance 
against  either,  I  should  think  your  better  arrangement.  The  greater  the 
number  of  points  that  the  enemy  holds  the  better,  inasmuch  as  he  in 
creases  his  line  and  diminishes  the  number  of  available  troops.  When 
the  enemy  does  advance  I  think  that  it  would  be  well  to  let  him  get 
well  out  from  his  base  before  giving  him  battle.  Then,  if  you  can  get  a 
strong  position  behind  him,  you  will  force  him  to  attack  you  and  will  be 
almost  certain  to  destroy  him.  I  regret  that  you  have  ordered  so  much 
of  the  cavalry  here.  I  only  wanted  one  regiment  and  called  particu 
larly  for  Colonel  Claiborne's,  because  I  thought  it  was  in  such  a  condi 
tion  as  to  be  of  little  use  to  you,  and  could  scout  the  counties  south  of 
this  and  at  the  same  time  help  to  consume  forage  that  we  might  not  be 
able  to  haul  off.  I  desire  that  ;fou  recall  all  the  cavalry  that  you  have 
ordered  except  one  regiment.  If  my  troops  are  recalled  to  the  Rappa- 
haunock  I  expect  to  return  with  them  ;  but  no  move  will  be  made  for 
several  days  yet. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 
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RALEIGH,  K.  C.,  April  30,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  North  Carolina,  Goldsborough,  N.  C.  : 
GENERAL  :  I  received  to-day  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant.  You  are 
right  in  saying  I  would  not  like  the  command  of  the  defenses  of  the 
Eoanoke,  including  Hamilton  arid  Weldou.  While  this  is  true,  I  prefer 
it  to  my  present  position  and  will  gladly  take  it  rather  than  remain  here. 
Please  give  the  order  at  once.  I  beg,  however,  that  you  will  not  con 
sider  this  as  giving  up  any  chances  I  may  have  for  some  more  important 
position,  and  should  another  be  offered  you  must  not  consider  me  change 
able  if  I  take  it.  I  hope  you  will  give  me  the  two  regiments  now  in  the 
State  not  belonging  to  brigades — the  Seventeenth  and  Forty-second. 
The  Fifty-fifth  North  Carolina,  now  near  Suffolk,  has  never  been  regu 
larly  brigaded.  General  Longstreet  might  be  willing  to  send  that  back 
to  the  State.  Leventhorpe's  regiment  has  been  recently  attached  to 
Pettigrew's  brigade  and  Faison's  Fifty-sixth  more  recently  to  Ransom's. 
All  of  them  have  never  been  under  my  command.  I  do  not  now  know 
a  position  that  would  be  agreeable  to  me,  and  can  therefore  make  no 
suggestions.  I  am,  however,  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  kind  offer 
to  do  what  you  can  to  accommodate  me. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  G.  MARTIN. 


HEADQUARTERS,  April  30, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,-  Commanding,  &c.  : 

GENERAL:  General  Hood  reports  that  the  enemy  is  again  attempting 
a  landing  on  this  side  the  river  near  the  old  fort.  The  commanding 
general  desires  you  to  have  your  troops  in  readiness  to  move  to  the  point 
threatened. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  MOXLEY  SORREL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Indorsement.! 

HEADQUARTERS  FRENCH'S  DIVISION,. 

April  30,  1863. 

In  accordance  with  the  within  information,  General  Jenkins  will  hold 
his  brigade  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  warning. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  French  : 

GRAHAM  DAVES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
Please  return  this. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Near  Suffolk,  Va.,  April  30,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding,  &c.: 

GENERAL  :  I  am  directed  to  ask  that  you  will  relieve  to-night  the 
pickets  of  General  Anderson's  brigade  by  a  portion  of  Brig.  Gen.  J;  R. 
Davis'  command. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,    . 

G.  MOXLEY"  SORREL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )       HDQRS.  DEFT.  OF  S.  C.,  GA.,  AND  FLA., 
No.  95.  f  Charleston,  S.  C.,  April  30,  1863. 

*  *****  • 

VIII.  Brigadier-General  Clingmau  is  relieved  from  duty  in  this  de 
partment  and  will  report  with  his  brigade  to  Brigadier-General  Whiting, 
at  Wilmington,  N.  C.  The  commanding  general  parts  with  this  fine  bri 
gade  with  the  hope  that  in  losing  it  from  his  command  the  good  of  the 
service  will  be  subserved  and  an  opportunity  afforded  for  distinction  and 

substantial  service  against  the  enemy  of  the  Confederate  States. 

*  *  *  #  *  #  # 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard : 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

KICHMOND,  May  1,  1863. 
General  E.  E.  LEE,  Fredericksburg,  Va.  : 

Orders  were  sent  on  Wednesday  to  General  Longstreet  to  move  for 
ward  his  command  to  re-enforce  you.  He  replied  he  would  do  so  imme 
diately,  but  expected  to  be  a  little  delayed  in  gathering  up  his  transpor 
tation  train  to  prevent  its  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  then  in 
sight.  General  D.  H.  Hill,  at  Kinston,  was  also  directed  to  send  for 
ward  a  brigade  (Ransom's),  and  from  his  reply  it  may  be  expected  here 
to-night,  when  it  will  be  immediately  pushed  forward.  You  have  already 
been  informed  by  the  President  of  the  1,400  troops  sent  from  here  to 
Gordons ville.  I  do  not  look  for  the  arrival  of  Longstreet's  command 
here  before  to-morrow  evening,  on  account  of  difficulty  in  collecting  his 
train,  which  may  be  employed  in  collecting  subsistence  in  the  counties 
in  North  Carolina  (East), 

S.  COOPEE, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector -General. 


RICHMOND,  May  1,  1863. 
General  R.  E.  LEE,  Fredericksburg  : 
The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  from  General  Hill: 

KINSTON,  May  1,  1863. 

Two  strong  regiments  have  left  in  train  for  Petersburg;  remainder  of  Pettigrew's 
brigade  will  start  when  trains  can  be  gotten.  Could  not  disabled  soldiers  take  the 
7>lace  of  the  negligent  operators  on  the  line  ?  Your  telegram  of  yesterday  reached  me 
i)  a.  m.  to -day. 

D.  II.  HILL. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


RICHMOND,  VA.,  May  1, 1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Near  Suffolk,  Va. : 

Since  my  dispatch  to  you  last  night  I  have  received  your  letter  of  30th. 
The  order  sent  you  was  to  secure  all  possible  dispatch  without  incurring 
loss  of  train  or  unnecessary  hazard  of  troops. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 
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MAY  1,  [1863.] 
General  BEAUREOARD,  Charleston  : 

Please  send  Clingman.  Enemy* have  crossed  Kappahannock.  Fight 
ing  commenced. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING. 

HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  THE  CAPE  FEAR, 

Wilmington,  May  1,  1863. 
Mr.  J.  H.  PLANNER,  Present: 

SIR:  The  affair  of  the  steamer  Lizzie  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
War  Department  and  has  been  ever  since  her  arrival  in  this  port,  at 
which  time  I  stated  the  circumstances  of  the  steamer,  the  objections  to 
her  being  permitted  to  leave,  which  in  my  opinion  are  very  strong,  and 
the  necessity,  in  both  a  military  and  naval  point  of  view,  which  I  con 
ceived  to  exist  for  her  remaining  in  the  river  for  Government  service, 
concluding  with  the  statement  that  I  should  not  permit  her  to  leave 
without  the  orders  of  the  Department.  To  this  letter  I  have  received  no 
reply,  nor  to  subsequent  letters,  nor  to  my  telegraph  sent  previous  to 
your  own  application.  To  the  latter  I  fully  expected  you  would  have 
before  this  received  an  answer.  I  will,  however,  telegraph  again  to-day, 
requesting  an  immediate  reply. 

I  do  not  know  that  any  distinction  should  be  made  between  a  native 
and  a  foreign  owner  when  the  latter  may  be  either  an  enemy  or  belong 
ing  to  a  nation  which  does  not  choose  to  recognize  us  and  whose  Gov 
ernment  has  prohibited  the  business  in  which  she  is  engaged  j  if  any, 
perhaps  in  favor  of  the  native.  I  am  sorry  if  the  owners  have  suffered 
in  common  with  many  others  from  some  of  the  inconveniences  of  a  state 
of  war.  But  with  reference  to  this  trade  which  this  vessel  and  others 
are  engaged  in,  I  must  say  that  I  have  advised  the  Government  to  take 
possession  of  them  all.  The  telegram  I  have  referred  to  is  as  follows: 

MAY  1,  18G3. 
Colonel  GOIIGAS,  Richmond : 

What  decision  lias  the  Department  come  to  incase  of  steamer  Lizzie,  formerly  Mar 
iner  ?  Answer  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  presume  the  Government  would  remunerate  the  owners  for  any 
damages  sustained  by  them  as  engaged  in  a  legitimate  trade,  on  account 
of  the  action  of  the  military  authorities. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 


CHARLESTON,  S.  0.,  May  1, 1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 

Wilmington,  N.  C. : 

Cliugman  received  orders  yesterday  to  report  to  General  Hill.     Will 
leave  to-day  and  following.     Iron-dads  still  as  before  reported. 

G.  T.  BEAUKEGAKD. 

BRIGADE  HEADQUARTERS, 

Chaffing  Farm,  Va.,  May  1,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  ARNOLD  ELZEY,  Commanding,  &c.: 

GENERAL:  I  received  your  order  respecting  the  burning  of  all  the 
wharves  and  landings  on  this  side  of  James  Eiver  late  last  evening.    At' 
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9  a.  in.  this  morning  I  proceeded  to  execute  the  order,  and  have  destroyed 
two  wharves — Cox's  and  Aiken's.  The  destroying  of  landings,  as  ordered 
by  General  Lougstreet,  I  do  not  understand.  To-inorrow  the  working 
party  will  proceed  to  Deep  Bottom,  Curtis'  Neck,  Turkey  Island,  and 
Ladd's,  destroying  all  the  wharves  as  low  down  as  we  can  reach.  Will 
you  please  say  by  return  courier  how  low  down  I  must  go*?  The  order 
embraces  all  the  wharves  on  this  side  of  James  River.  It  will  require 
more  force  than  I  have  under  my  command  to  execute  it.  Shall  I  pro 
ceed  as  far  as  I  safely  may  to  the  mouth  of  the  Chickahominy? 

General,  permit  me  to  say  this  is  a  vain  expenditure  of  labor.  The 
enemy  can  land  any  5  miles  as  well  without  as  with  the  wharves.  I  say 
this  under  a  sense  of  duty. 

Very  truly  and  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Abstract  from  Field  Return  of  Troops,  Department  of  Richmond,  Maj.  Gen.  Arnold^  Elzey 
commanding,  for  May  1,  1863. 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Effective  total  pres 
ent. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Officers. 

a 

1 

Bri<r  Gen    H  A  Wise 

172 
24 
16 

*5S 

324 

2,284 
403 

378 

2,707 
452 
434 

3,530 
5.JO 

458 

Lieut  Col  J  M  Maury             

Capt.  S.  S.  Lee    

Grand  total                    .  .             

212 

2,818 

3,065 

3,593 

4,518 

HDQRS.  DEPT.  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  GEORGIA,  AND  FLORIDA, 

Charleston,  S.  0.,  May  2,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL,   Commanding,  Kinsion,  N.  C.: 

GENERAL  :  Your  favor  of  the  29th  ultimo  has  been  received.  Two 
regiments  of  Clingman's  brigade  left  here  yesterday  for  Wilmington ;  the 
other  two  will  probably  leave  to-day.  You  have  also  been  telegraphed 
to  that  effect.  I  will  also  be  happy  to  assist  you  to  the  extent  of  our 
means,  so  soon  as  I  shall  know  positively  the  departure  of  the  balance 
of  Foster's  troops  still  on  Folly  Island,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Stono,  and 
on  Seabrook's  Island,  North  Edisto.  The  enemy's  iron-clads  are  still 
as  already  reported — one  in  Port  Royal  and  five  in  North  Edisto.  What 
he  proposes  doing  with  them  is  more  than  can  now  be  determined ;  prob 
ably  he  has  not  done  so  himself. 

Wishing  you  ample  success  in  your  future  operations,  I  remain,  yours, 
very  truly, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General,  Commanding. 


[MAY  2-7, 1863. — For  correspondence  and  orders,  in  reference  to  raid 
from  Army  of  the  Potomac,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXV.  I 
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RICHMOND,  VA.,  May  2,  18G3. 
Lieut.  Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET: 

GENERAL:  It  will  not  be  possible  to  furnish  transportation  from 
Franklin  for  any  of  your  command.  March  to  Ivor  Depot,  where  the 
railroad,  with  such  limited  transportation  as  can  be  commanded,  will  be 
.placed  at  your  disposal.  Ca.pt.  E.  B.  Branch,  assistant  quartermaster 
at  Petersburg,  has  been  telegraphed  to  inform  you  at  Franklin  of  this 
arrangement.  Please  inform  Captain  Branch,  assistant  quartermaster 
at  Petersburg,  at  the  earliest  moment  you  may  want  the  cars. 

S.  COOPEE, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


SUFFOLK,  VA.,  May  2,  1803. 
General  S.  COOPER: 

I  cannot  move  unless  the  entire  force  is  moved,  and  it  would  then 
take  several  days  to  reach  Fredericksburg.  I  will  endeavor  to  move  as 
soon  as  possible. 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 

[Copy  telegraphed  to  General  Lee  same  date.] 


HEADQUARTERS,  May  2, 18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding,  &c.  : 

GENERAL:  Your  note  is  received.  As  many  as  six  or  eight  couriers 
have  been  sent  Major  Mitchell  and  Colonel  Baker  to  use  the  utmost  ex 
ertions  to  [move]  everything  across  the  Blackwater  to- [night],  and  I 
hope  that  everything  may  be  before  night  to  morrow.  But  we  [must] 
be  prepared  to  wait  in  case  everything  should  not  get  over.  I  have  no 
particular  objections  to  a  fight  should  the  enemy  pursue  us.  General 
Hood  will  take  care  of  everything  in  his  vicinity  until  all  is  over  the 
•river. 

Most  respectfully. 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS,  May  2, 18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding,  &c.: 

GENERAL  :  Your  note  is  received.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  Fifty- 
fourth  ^ew  York  was  well  punished.  We  will  move  back  to-morrow 
night.  You  ought  to  advise  your  signal  line  on  the  James  Eiver  to 
what  point  it  should  retire  to- morrow.  You  need  not  tell  that  we  are 
going  to  move  back,  but  only  order  them  back  to  some  point  that  will 
be  safe  for  them. 

With  respect, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS, 

No.  — .  ]  Suffolk,  Va.,  May  2,  18G3. 

This  command  will  move  back  to  tlie  right  bank  of  the  Black  water 
immediately  after  dark  to-morrow  night:  Major-General  French's  com 
mand  by  the  South  Quay  road,  Major-General  Pickett's  by  the  Somer- 
ton  road,  and  Major-General  Hood's  by  the  Black  water  road,  the  last 
crossing  the  Blackwater  at  Franklin.  These  commanders  will  make  all 
arrangements  that  may  be  necessary  to  facilitate  the  movement  and 
will  be  careful  to  give  instructions  to  every  portion  of  their  commands. 
The  rear  guards  will  be  composed  of  at  least  two  good  regiments  and  a 
battery  of  artillery.  General  Armistead's  brigade  will  be  withdrawn 
from  the  White  Marsh  road  at  sunset,  leaving  his  line  of  pickets,  which 
will  be  withdrawn  at  dark  and  then  move  on  to  rejoin  the  brigade.  The 
picket  lines  in  front  of  General  Pickett's  main  position,  General  French's, 
and  General  Hood's  will  be  withdrawn  at  11  o'clock  at  night  as  quietly 
as  possible,  and  will  march  rapidly  until  they  rejoin  their  commands. 
All  batteries  will  be  moved  back  at  sunset  to  some  point  where  their 
movements  cannot  be  heard  after  dark,  and  will  there  await  the  orders 
of  their  division  commanders.  General  French  will  halt  his  command 
at  the  intersection  of  the  Somerton  and  South  Quay  roads,  and  Gen 
eral  Pickett  will  leave  a  brigade  and  battery  near  Holy  Neck  Church  to 
guard  any  of  our  trains  that  may  not  be  able  to  cross  the  river  before 
the  troops  reach  there.  Major-General  Hood  will  move  on  and  cross 
the  river  with  his  entire  command,  when  he  will  have  the  pontoon 
bridge  removed  and  the  other  bridges  so  nearly  destroyed  as  only  to 
allow  persons  on  foot  to  pass.  A  party  of  select  axmen  will  be  left  with 
each  rear  guard  with  orders  to  fell  such  large  trees  in  the  streams  and 
swamps  as  may  assist  in  delaying  pursuit  on  the  part  of  the  enemy. 
Should  the  enemy's  cavalry  attempt  to  annoy  our  rear,  every  effort  will 
be  made  to  destroy  it  by  ambuscade  or  otherwise,  but  too  much  time 
must  not  be  lost  in  endeavoring  to  do  so.  Discreet  officers  will  be 
selected  to  relieve  and  conduct  the  picket  lines.  Captain  Barham's 
cavalry  will  report  to  General  French  at  sunset  to-morrow.  General 
Pickett  will  give  orders  to  the  cavalry  now  temporarily  serving  with 
him,  and  General  Hood  to  Captain  Graham's  cavalry.  All  vehicles  not 
absolutely  necessary  with  the  troops  will  be  sent  back  as  early  to 
morrow  as  possible. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet : 

G.  MOXLEY  SORREL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  DIVISION  HEADQUARTERS, 

No.  4.  /  Near  Suffolk,  Va.,  May  2,  1SG3. 

I.  This  division  will  be  in  readiness  to  move  toward  Franklin  to-mor 
row  night,  immediately  after  dark,  on  the  South  Quay  road. 

II.  All  teams  and  vehicles  not  absolutely  necessary  will  be  sent  for 
ward  to-morrow  and  will  cross  the  Blackwater  and  go  into  camp  about 
3  miles  from  Franklin,  all  stopping  near  Colonel  Baker's  cavalry  camp. 

III.  General  J.  E.  Davis'  brigade  will  move  in  advance  (left  in  front), 
to  be  followed  by  General  M.  Jenkins'  brigade. 

IV.  General  Jenkins  will  detail  two  regiments  of  his  brigade  as  a 
rear  guard,  and  with  these  regiments  Capt.  George  Ward's  battery  of 
artillery  will  march,  forming  a  portion  of  the  guard.     A  suitable  num 
ber  of  ambulances  will  go  with  the  rear  guard.     Should  the  enemy 
pursue,  especially  with  his  cavalry,  strenuous  efforts  will  be  made  to 
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destroy  it,  by  ambuscade  particularly,  unless  such  ambuscades  should 
cause  too  much  delay.  With  the  rear  guard  will  be  left  a  select  num 
ber  of  axmen,  who  will  in  the  swamps,  at  the  crossings  of  streams,  and 
other  places  fell  large  trees  across  the  road  to  retard  the  pursuit  of  the 
enemy.  A  part  of  these  men  might  move  in  advance  to  partly  fell  the 
trees  before  the  rear  guard  passes.  Captain  Barham's  cavalry  will  also 
form  part  of  the  rear  guard. 

Y.  The  field  batteries  will  be  harnessed  up  and  move  to  the  rear  about 
a  mile  from  these  headquarters  at  sunset  to-morrow,  and  their  position 
in  line  of  march  will  be  in  advance  of  the  infantry,  and  General  Davis 
will,  with  his  infantry,  aid  them  in  crossing  any  bad  places  in  the  road, 
so  that  no  delay  will  be  caused. 

VI.  The  pickets  in  front  will  be  withdrawn  at  11  o'clock  to-morrow 
night  in  the  most  quiet  and  secret  manner  possible,  and  will  then  march 
rapidly  to  join  their  respective  regiments.     The  withdrawal  of  these 
pickets  will  be  entrusted  to  careful  and  prudent  officers,  selected  for  the 
purpose,  and  the  general  commanding  wishes  General  Jenkins  to  give 
them  careful  instructions  in  this  respect.     Teamsters  are  forbidden  to 
crack  their  whips  or  shout  at  their  animals. 

VII.  This  command  will  halt  at  the  junction  of  the  South  Quay  and. 
Somertou  roads  until  any  wagons  that  may  be  out  foraging  shall  have 
returned. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  French : 

GRAHAM  DAVES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.y  May  3,  18G3. 

Lieut.  Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET,  Ivor  Depot,  Va.: 
.    We  have  information  that  two  detachments  certainly,  perhaps  three, 
of  enemy's  cavalry,  with  some  light  artillery,  are  converging  on  Kich- 
mond.    Their  distance  at  present  is  not  more  than  12  or  14  miles  from 
the  city.     Hurry  as  fast  as  possible  re-en forcemeuts. 

J.  A.  SEDDOK, 

Secretary  of  War. 

HEADQUARTERS,  May  3, 18C3. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding : 

GENERAL:  I  shall  start  in  about  noon  to  try  and  look  at  the  ground 
on  this  side  before  night.  Major  Mitchell  hopes  to  get  the  wagons  over 
to-night.  If  he  succeeds  in  this,  General  Pickett  is  ordered  to  move  on 
over  with  his  command  and  send  Colonel  Baker  to  report  to  you.  You 
will  remain  on  this  side  until  we  see  if  the  enemy  means  any  pursuit. 
Generals  Pickett  and  Hood  are  ordered  to  act  with  you  in  case  of  emer 
gency  in  my  absence.  This  was  not  necessary  really,  but  I  thought  best 
to  give  the  order  that  there  should  be  no  misunderstanding.  1  shall 
leave  three  fresh  couriers  at  Holland's  Shop.  Anything  important  send 
there  and  it  will  be  taken  over  by  a  fresh  man — that  is,  up  to  sunset; 
after  that  they  will  go  on  and  join  me.  My  headquarters  after  night 
will  be  at  the  house  where  General  Jenkins  was  before  we  crossed  over. 
I  am  sorry  to  find  this  side  of  the  sheet  so  badly  soiled. 
Most  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 
Lieutenan  t-  General,  Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS,  May  3,  18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  FRENCH,  Commanding,  &c.: 

GENERAL  :  General  Hood  reports  a  regiment  of  the  enemy  lauded  at 
the  old  fort.     He  may  give  us  battle  to-day ;  but  unless  his  movements 
are  decided  we  must  not  be  detained  in  ours. 
Most  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS,  May  3, 18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding,  &c.  : 

GENERAL  :  General  Hood  reports  the  enemy  displaying  force  in  front 
of  General  Law.  Have  your  two  brigades  and  your  artillery  ready  to 
support  on  the  left,  or  to  re-enforce  either  your  own  pickets  or  those  of 
General  Hood.  Let  General  Hood's  picket  line  know  that  you  are  to 
support  them  in  case  an  attack  is  made,  so  that  they  may  know  where  to 
send  for  support. 

Yery  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS,  May  3, 18G3— 3  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding,  &c.: 

GENERAL  :  .Your  note  is  received  and  General  Pickett  is  ordered  to 
draw  his  troops  to  the  left,  leaving  a  regiment  and  battery  only  on  the 
White  Marsh  road.  As  General  Pickett  moves  on  toward  the  position 
you  have,  you  can  move  on  to  the  left ;  only  a  little,  however,  so  as  to 
be  able  to  support  Hood  should  the  battle  become  hot. 
Most  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 

Davis'  brigade  can  be  moved  a  mile  or  so  to  the  left  at  once. 


HEADQUARTERS,  May  3,  1863. 
Major-General  FRENCH,  Commanding,  &c. : 

GENERAL  :  Your  note  is  received.  The  force  at  Clmckatuck  cannot 
be  more  than  a  few  hundred  men  from  vessels.  It  is  impossible  that 
more  could  be  put  over  in  transports  as  yet.  Possibly  the  enemy  may 
put  cavalry  over  to  annoy  us  to-night.  If  the  left  is  seriously  threat 
ened  move  in  that  direction,  but  not  until  it  is  certain  that  General 
Hrtod  is  severely  pressed.  1  think  his  force  fully  able  to  sustain  itself. 
Advise  General  Pickett  if  the  matter  becomes  serious  and  he  will  move 
two  brigades  to  where  you  are. 
Most  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 

I  shall  not  start  back  until  things  become  more  settled. 
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HEADQUARTERS  PETTIGKEW'S  BRIGADE, 

April  [May]  3,  1863. 
Maj.  T.  O.  CHESTNEY,  Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

MAJOR  :  From  what  General  Elzey  tells  me  it  is  very  probable  that 
the  Eleventh  Eegiment  North  Carolina  troops,  nowhere,  and  the  Fifty- 
second  and  Forty-fourth,  expected,  will  be  sent  up  to  me  at  Hanover 
Junction  to-night.  Please  order  wagons  to  carry  their  ammunition  to 
them  (railroad  depot),  and  let  your  quartermaster  point  out  to  them 
where  their  baggage  can  be  stored,  for  they  have  no  wagons. 
Yours, 

J.  J.  PETTIGREW, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Near  Suffolk,  Va.,  May  3,  iS63. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding  Division  : 

GENERAL  :  The  commanding  general  desires  you  to  be  extremely 
careful  in  the  selection  of  officers  to  relieve  and  conduct  your  picket 
lines  to-night.  Let  only  those  be  chosen  who  are  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  roads  they  are  to  take.  Generals  Hood  and  Pickett  are  in 
structed  to  communicate  freely  with  each  other  and  to  you  such  matters 
of  note  as  may  occur.  Will  you  also  keep  them  advised  of  anything 
that  may  come  under  your  observation  •? 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

G.  MOXLEY  SORREL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  N.  6\,  May  3,  1863. 

Major-General  HILL,  Commanding,  &c.,  Kinston,  N.  C.  : 

I  send  you  a  letter*  from  Shays,  containing  some  interesting  reports, 
which,  though  he  does  not  vouch  for  them,  may  have  something  in  them. 
He  writes  from  Swansborough,  which  you  know  is  at  the  mouth  of  White 
Oak.  No  doubt  the  enemy  is  fortifying  at  Carolina  City  to  protect  the 
terminus  of  the  railroad  in  case  of  retreat  and  against  raids.  He  may 
have  a  design  also  of  putting  some  works  on  White  Oak,  being  perhaps 
alarmed  by  the  activity  of  our  troops  lately  and  fearing  a  descent  upon 
their  communications.  Any  advance  toward  Swansborough  would  be 
doubtless  with  that  view  or  to  harry  the  country.  In  that  case  cavalry 
would  move  toward  Smith's  Mill  to  prevent  the  force  from  being  cut  off. 

I  am  sorry  you  insist  upon  Cooke's  brigade  going  to  Magnolia.  The 
importance  of  this  place  and  the  very  limited  number  of  troops  at  my 
command  indicate  that  those  few  should  be  the  best  possible,  not  the 
worst.  It  must  be  said  in  addition  that  when  threatened,  no  matter  from 
what  quarter,  I  am  expected  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  until  assistance 
can  be  sent  me.  To  do  this  I  must  not  sit  down  behind  breastworks, 
but  must  maneuver.  It  was  to  get  reliable  troops  that  I  consented  to 
exchange  Evans  for  Cooke.  However,  I  will  go  to  work  on  Clingman's 
brigade  and  get  it  into  shape.  If  it  were  not  for  some  of  the  officers  1 
dare  say  there  would  be  but  little  difference.  Two  Brooke  rifles  belong 
ing  to  the  Raleigh  are  on  their  way  for  me.  Please  give  orders  to  hurry 

*  Not  found. 
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them  along  as  fast  as  possible  with  their  ammunition.  Clingman's  regi 
ments  are  beginning  to  arrive.  Some  of  Cooke's  will,  I  dare  say,  be  able 
to  go  this  evening. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 

DIVISION  HEADQUARTERS,  May  3,  1863. 
[Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH:] 

GENERAL  :  All  I  desire  you  to  do  is  to  support  two  regiments,  which 
1  have  on  picket,  until  to-night. 

Respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  HOOD, 
Major-  General. 

P.  S.  —  They  have  formed  in  a  heavy  line  in  Law's  front,  and  have  set 
the  woods  on  fire  to  try  and  smoke  out  his  skirmishers.  They  have  also 
formed  in  front  of  my  two  regiments  near  you.  Please  be  ready  to  sup 
port  them. 


FRANKLIN,  May  4, 18G3. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I  am  left  here  with  two  brigades,  or  4,000  men,  to  defend  a  line  of  40 
miles  in  length,  from  Fort  Powhatan  to  South  Quay,  with  25,000  of  the 
enemy  in  front. 

I  protest  against  being  left  with  an  inadequate  force.  I  must  have 
at  least  three  brigades. 

S.  G.  FRENCH, 

Major-  General. 

FRANKLIN,  May  4, 1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

I  can  send  troops  from  here  now  if  cars  can  be  sent  for  them. 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 


IVOR,  VA.,  May  4,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

We  had  a  sharp  skirmish  yesterday.     If  the  enemy  does  not  molest 
us  again,  General  Hood's  division  will  be  at  Ivor  early  to-morrow. 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

FRANKLIN,  May  4, 1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

Hood's  division  will  be  at  Ivor  at  8  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant-  Genera  I. 
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FRANKLIN,  May  4, 1863. 
Lieutenaut-Geueral  LONG-STREET,  Richmond: 

I  must  insist  on  having  three  brigades  left  here,  on  a  line  40  miles 
in  length,  from  Fort  Powhatan  to  South  Quay.  I  have  telegraphed  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

S.  G.  FEENOH. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

South  Quay,  N.  C.,  May  4,  1863—2  p.  m. 
General  JENKINS  : 

General  Jenkins  will  take  charge  of  crossing  the  division  to  the  right 
bank  of  the  lilackwater  and  the  removal  of  the  pontoon  train. 

S.  G.  FBENCH, 
Major-  Genera I,  Comm and  ing. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
South  Quay,  N.  C.,  May  4,  [1863]— 2  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  LONGSTREET  : 

GENERAL  :  My  whole  force  is  on  the  other  side.  I  cannot  well  with 
draw  it  and  leave  down  the  pontoon  bridge,  and  there  are  none  of  Lieu 
tenant-Colonel  Pool's  pontoueers  here.  Please  send  them  at  once.  I 
can  make  a  good  deiense  on  the  other  side.  Will  the  pontoneers  be 
here  soon "?  1  will  call  and  see  you  as  soon  as  I  cross. 
Yours,  truly, 

S.  G.  FBENCH, 
Major -General,  Commanding. 

Where  are  the  teams  for  the  pontoon  wagons  ?    I  can  take  the  bridge 
up  with  my  men  to  night. 


HE A     P QUARTER 

South  Quay,  N".  C.,  May  4,  1863. 
Maj.  G.  MOXLEY  SORREL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

SIR  :  111  regard  to  your  note  of  this  morning,  I  reply  that  I  did  comply 
with  the  general's  orders,  and  I  think  did  even  more  than  comply.  On 
the  3d  instant  the  general  wrote  me,  "You  will  remain  on  this  side 
until  we  see  it'  the  enemy  means  any  pursuit."  And  it  was  arranged  that 
instead  of  stopping  in  position  at  the  intersection  of  the  roads  1  was  to 
form  line  of  battle  nearer  the  river  than  at  the  intersection  of  the  roads, 
on  better  ground.  When  I  found  General  Pickett  not  at  the  intersec 
tion  I  guarded  the  road  on  which  I  fell  back  with  two  regiments  and  a 
battery  until  he  passed.  My  orders  were  to  defend  the  passage  until 
we  found  if  the  enemy  pursued,  and  in  compliance  with  this  order  I  kept 
all  my  command  on  the  other  side.  Besides,  the  contingency  of  my  re 
maining  at  the  intersection  was  to  do  so  if  Mitchell's  wagons  had  not 
passed.  General  Longstreet  gave  his  assent  to  me  and  General  Jen 
kins  that  we  should  take  a  position  nearer  the  river  than  that  mentioned 
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iii  the  order  of  retreat.  The  intersection  of  the  roads  is  marked  but  1 
mile  from  the  river  on  the  sign-board.  I  presume  the  general  will  re 
member  agreeing  with  us  that  we  should  hold  the  position  which  Gen 
eral  Jenkins  named  just  before  he  was  ready  to  leave  on  the  3d  instant. 
Yours,  respectfully. 

S.  G.  FEENCH, 

Major- General. 

I  might  add  that  when  I  reached  the  intersection  of  the  roads  General 
Pickettfs  wagons  had  passed  and  his  artillery  was  passing,  and  before 
the  head  of  his  columns  made  their  appearance  my  command  moved 
to  position  and  there  remained  until  they  were  ordered  to  cross  on  this 
side — in  fact  are  crossing  now. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Near  FranUin,  Va.,  May  4,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Commanding  Division  : 

GENERAL  :  Colonel  Ferebee's  regiment  of  cavalry  has  been  ordered  to 
Ivor  to  await  orders  there  from  you.  The  commanding  general  desires 
you  to  relieve  the  four  companies  of  the  Fifty-ninth  Georgia  Regiment 
in  time  for  them  to  rejoin  their  regiment  as  it  passes,  which  will  be  to 
morrow.  He  also  wishes  you  to  relieve  General  Benning's  brigade  at 
once,  and  to  establish  your  guards  on  the  Blackwater  by  to-night. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOXLEY  SOEEEL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


MAY  4, 1863—5  p.  m. 
Major-General  ELZEY: 

GENERAL:  Amid  the  thousand  contradictory  statements  of  respect 
able  citizens,  cavalry,  scouts,  &c.,  the  following  seems  to  be  the  condition 
of  things:  On  my  arrival  here  yesterday  at  sunset  I  learned  that  the 
enemy  were  at  Ashland  and  had  captured  a  train.  I  think  this  was  only 
one  regiment  (Twelfth  Illinois),  from  which  we  have  captured  several 
stragglers.  It  thence  proceeded  to  Hanover  Court-House,  burnt  prop 
erty,  &c.;  thence  a  portion  went  off  inquiring  the  road  to  the  White 
House;  the  rest  came  back  by  the  South  Anna  Bridge  at  night  and 
passed  up  the  country.  The  best  intelligence  (which  I  believe)  is  that 
there  are  none  now  at  Fredericksburg,  but  they  have  gone  in  large  force 
south.  Some  are  still  on  the  Fredericksburg  Eailroad  below  Ashland. 
The  prisoners  say  they  started  with  eight  days7  ration's,  now  nearly  ex 
hausted.  Cannot  the  force  in  Richmond,  here  at  Gordonsville/  and 
under  Hampton  co-operate  to  catch  them  ! 

The  news  from  General  Lee's  army  continues  very  favorable.     Pas 
sengers  say  that  the  bridges  behind  the  enemy  at  Chancellorsville  are 
sunk,  and  we  hope  to  capture  that  portion ;  that  they  have  Marye's 
Hill,  but  we  will  retake  it  to-day.     Firing  suddenly  ceased  at  12  in. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  PETTIGEEW, 

Brigadier-  General.- 
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WAR  DEPARTMENT,  G.  S.  A., 

Richmond^  Yd.,  May  4,  1863. 
Governor  VANCE,  Raleigh,  N.  C.  : 

General  Hill  and  yourself  can  either  better  appreciate  the  position  of 
things  in  North  Carolina  and  the  propriety  of  calling  out  the  militia. 
In  my  judgment  it  would  require  strict  necessity  to  induce  the  call  of 
the  militia  at  this  season.  I  do  not  advise  it. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  N.  C.,  May  4,  18G3. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL,  Kinston,  N.  C.: 

Yours  of  3d  received.  I  wrote  you.  yesterday,  I  think.  Gooke  and 
most  of  his  force  will  be  at  Magnolia  this  evening;  balance  follow  in 
next  thirty-six  hours.  I  presume  your  aide  in  speaking  of  my  scouts 
alluded  to  my  cavalry.  I  place  no  reliance  upon  them  whatever.  Have 
but  two  scouts  (Fairly  and  Shays),  and  they  by  no  means  depend  on 
rumors  or  talk.  As  for  cavalry  I  saw  too  much  of  them  in  Virginia  and 
here  too.  I  have  just  received  dispatch  from  Fredericksburg.  Enemy 
badly  whipped  with  heavy  loss;  retreating  over  the  Rappahaunock. 
Jackson  severely  wounded;  Heth  and  A.  P.  Hill  slightly;  Paxton  killed. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 

SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS, 

No.  — .  )  Near  Franklin,  Va.,  May  4,  18G3. 

I.  Major-General  French  will  proceed  at  once  to  arrange  his  troops 
for  the  defense  of  the  line  of  the  Blackwater. 

II.  The  divisions  of  Maj  or- Generals  Pickett  and  Hood  will  proceed 
as  rapidly  as  possible  via  Ivor  to  the  city  of  Richmond,  where  further 
instructions  will  meet  them. 

III.  The  battalions  of  artillery  under  Majors  Bearing  and  Henry  will 
march  by  dirt  road  to  Petersburg,  where  orders  will  meet  them. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Lougstreet : 

G.  MOXLEY  SORREL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


PETERSBURG,  May  5,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON: 

Your  telegram  of  to-day  is  received.     I  leave  at  7  o'clock  this  even 
ing  for  Richmond. 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


GORDONSVILLE,  May  5,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON: 

A  courier  arrived  from  Baltimore,  sent  by  Mr.  Edmund  Law  Rogers, 
relative  of  mine,  brings  information  that  on  Wednesday  evening  Fos- 
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ter's  and  Hunter's  troops  were  on  board  transports  bound  for  Chesa 
peake  Bay.  They  are  either  to  co-operate  with  General  Hooker  on  the 
Eappahaunoek  or  land  at  White  House  in  case  our  army  is  forced  back 
from  Fredericksburg.  But  small  force  left  in  Xorth  Carolina.  Please 
do  not  publish  the  name  of  Mr.  Bogers.  Please  acknowledge  receipt 
by  telegraph. 

W.  H.  F.  LEE, 
Brigadier-  General. 


PETERSBURG,  YA.,  May  5,  18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  FRENCH,  Franklin : 

The  enemy's  cavalry  is  reported  to  be  in  large  force  north  and  west 
of  Eichmond.  Endeavor  to  have  all  roads  blockaded  by  felled  timber 
to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  to  any  other  force  of  his 
south  of  James  Elver.  Trees  felled  across  the  roads  in  [all  crossings  of] 
streams  would  be  most  likely  to  effect  this.  Is  General  Pickett's  divis 
ion  on  the  march  for  this  place  ?  He  should  inarch  by  the  Jerusalem 
pike  and  keep  with  him  Hearing's  and  Henry's  battalions  of  artillery 
and  get  here  as  soon  as  it  is  possible.  Send  him  this  advice  if  he  has 
not  already  received  it.  Have  roads  by  which  the  enemy  may  approach 
you  blocked,  except  such  as  you  must  use  yourself,  and  have  those  well 
guarded. 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 


PETERSBURG,  YA.,  May  5,  1803. 
Maj.  Gen.  1).  H.  HILL,  Goldsborough  : 

The  enemy's  cavalry  is  reported  north  and  west  of  Eichmond.  It  is 
supposed  to  be  a  very  large  force.  Try  and  have  notice  given  to  the 
citizens  in  all  directions  of  this,  and  get  them  to  go  to  work  and  block 
every  road  by  which  the  enemy  may  try  to  effect  a  junction  with  his 
other  forces  in  North  Carolina.  Fell  trees  in  all  crossings  of  streams, 
particularly. 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET,  • 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Kinston,  N.  G.,  May  5,  18C3. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Commanding  at  Goldsborougli  : 

GENERAL  :  I  will  move  to-morrow  to  carry  out  the  verbal  instructions 
you  gave  me  before  leaving.  I  propose  to  leave  the  Second  Battalion 
on  this  side,  near  the  obstructions;  to  leave  Colonel  Martin  on  the  Wil 
mington  road  to  carry  on  the  work  there,  as  I  think  it  should  be  com 
pleted,  and  to  leave  a  regiment  at  Wise's  Fork,  and  to  send  one  regiment 
on  the  Neuse  road  to  Moseley  Creek,  and  with  the  remainder  of  my  own 
and  Hansom's  brigade  to  move  to  Core  Creek.  The  distance  is  too  great 
for  a  day's  march;  I. will  therefore  encamp  to-morrow  night  some  12  or 
15  miles  from  here. 
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I  inclose  dispatches*  received  relating  to  the  movement  of  the  enemy 
about  Pollocksville  and  on  the  road  to  Shepherdsville.  I  am  afraid 
Captain  Wharton  has  been  captured. 

Your  dispatch  from  the  Secretary  of  War  has  been  received. 
I  have  no  information  from  2s  ew  Berne  since  you  left. 
Very  respectfully, 

JUNIUS  DANIEL, 

Brigadier-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Richmond,  Va.,  May  0,  1803. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL: 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  the  5th  was  received  but  a  few  moments 
ago. 

We  have  reports  from  scouts  and  persons  from  Maryland  that  Hun 
ter's  and  Foster's  armies  are  to  come  to  Virginia. 

The  repulse  of  Hooker's  force  does  not  yet  appear  to  be  entirely  de 
cided.  He  has  been  driven  back  at  all  points,  but  holds  still  a  position 
on  this  side  the  Kappahannock,  near  the  United  States  Ford. 

Your  views  regarding  our  policy  I  think  sound,  particularly  as  I  urged 
the  same  course  as  yourself,  and  it  must  have  been  at  the  same  time. 
Burnside's  failure  on  account  of  mud  was  quite  evidence  enough  to  me 
that  we  had  abundance  of  time  to  operate  wherever  we  chose. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  have  forces  sent  you  from  South  Carolina,  and 
shall  in  all  probability  call  for  your  forces  as  the  enemy  moves  north. 
Watch  his  movements  carefully  and  keep  us  advised. 

The  enemy's  cavalry  is  still  at  Columbia,  Va.,  and  may  try  to  effect 
his  escape  by  uniting  with  Foster.  Have  all  routes  that  he  would  most 
likely  take  blocked  well  (for  as  great  a  distance  as  time  will  admit  of) 
with  felled  trees.  This  the  citizens  must  do,  as  their  only  means  of  sav 
ing  their  horses  and  slaves.  They  can  delay  the  enemy  until  we  may 
have  time  to  overtake  him  and  destroy  him.  T  am  trying  to  get  a 
mount  for  Hood's  division  to  send  in  pursuit.  I  wish  that  you  would 
impress  every  horse  that  you  may  be  able  to  find  not  in  necessary  use 
on  farms.  This  is  no  time  to  have  horses  for  pleasure  ;  all  such  must 
be  put  into  service.  If  you  do  not  need  them  send  them  here. 
I  remain,  general,  yours,  most  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  May  6,  1803. 

General  I).  II.  HILL,  Goldsborough,  N.  G.  ; 

General  Lee  urges  you  should  send  him  Kausom's  division.  Do  so 
if  you  can  with  any  safety.  Hooker  remains  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Kappahannock  in  a  strong  position  at  the  Mine  Ford.  General  Long- 
street  arrived  here  last  night.  His  forces  are  yet  in  Petersburg. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


*  Not  found. 
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GOLDSBOROTJGH,  N.  C.,  May  6,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War,  C.  S.  A.  : 

The  troops  reported  on  the  transports  could  scarcely  have  come  from 
North  Carolina.  If  my  scouts  and  spies  can  be  relied  upon,  Foster  has 
a  large  force  in  this  State,  some  forty-five  regiments.  One  or  two  of 
these  were  expected  to  leave  about  the  1st  May,  term  of  service  having 
expired.  These  may  be  the  troops  seen  on  the  transports. 

I  have  written  several  times  in  regard  to  the  utter  worthlessness  of 
the  cavalry — Partisan  Rangers — in  this  State.  Yesterday  a  company 
was  surprised  and  captured.  They  will  neither  fight  nor  watch. 

I  earnestly  repeat  my  request  to  have  authority  to  dismount  and  con 
script  all  who  are  surprised  and  who  run.  Unless  you  clothe  me  with 
this  authority  I  can  do  nothing  with  them,  and  would  prefer  to  have 
them  sent  out  of  the  State. 

In  the  whole  brigade  of  cavalry  there  has  been  but  1  man  killed  in 
the  war.  I  propose  to  have  a  magnificent  monument  erected  to  his 
memory. 

With  great  respect, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  N.  <7.,  May  6,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  [D.  H.]  HILL, 

Commanding,  Goldsborough,  N.  C.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  the  loss  of  a  cavalry  company  at 
White  Oak.  I  think  our  cavalry  is  the  poorest  in  the  world.  I  only 
depend  on  Major  [George]  Jackson,  Fairly,  and  Shays,  who  are  worth  a 
whole  regiment.  I  have  not  yet  received  a  report  of  this  affair;  will 
probably  hear  to-night.  One  regiment  of  Clingmau's  is  at  the  advanced 
lines ;  one  of  Cookers  ought  to  be  near  Bannerman's,  where  are  works. 
You  will  see  it  on  the  map.  The  remainder  of  Clingman's  are  on  the 
road,  on  hand  for  need.  I  do  not  think  Foster  is  in  a  hurry  to  advance. 
He  has  certainly  got  some  troops  from  South  Carolina,  but  not  yet,  I 
think,  all;  Jackson  is  of  opinion  about  5,000.  If  he  tries  the  Sound 
road  he  ought  to  be  a  lost  Foster;  but  I  should  have  another  brigade 
to  insure  holding  him  at  bay  long  enough  to  destroy  him.  The  news 
is  very  good  from  Lee;  he  has  certainly  given  Hooker  a  terrible  thrash 
ing.  That  last  battle,  driving  Sedgwick  over  the  Eappahannock  and 
reoccupying  Frederieksburg,  is  masterly.  But  what  is  Stuart  doing, 
allowing  that  band  of  scamps  to  harry  the  country?  Mot  one  should 
escape.  I  am  much  concerned  about  Jackson. 

I  send  you  a  return  of  field  and  siege  guns.     Your  chief  of  ordnance 
ordered  Held  and  heavy  armament  of  this  command  which  he  is  not 
entitled  to.    I  wrote  you  about  it, 
Yerv  respectfully. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major- General. 
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[Inclosure.] 

ORDNANCE  OFFICE,  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  May  6,  1863. 
Consolidated  Report  of  siege  guns  and  field  artillery  in  the  District  of  the  Cape  Fear. 


Ordnance. 

Carriages. 

Caissons. 

Forges, 
&c. 

24-pounders. 

6-pounders,  brass. 

3-inch  rifles. 

12-pounder  howit 
zer,  iron. 

12-pounder  howit 
zer  brass. 

i 

"8 

1 

SS 

C-pounder. 

3-inch  rifle. 

12-pound  howitzer. 

C-pounder. 

3-inch  rifle. 

12-pounder  howit 
zer. 

Battery  wagon. 

8 

I 

Maj.  W.  L.  Young  

3 

? 

Captain  Adams  

0 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 
3 
3 

.... 
1 

2 

2 

1 
1 

1 
1 

3 

1 

2 

3 
3 

2 

1 
1 

Captain  Ellis,  3d  North  Carolina  Battal 
ion. 
Company  B    [Moore's  Battalion],    3d 
North  Carolina  Battalion. 
Capt.  J.  C>.  Moore,  3d  North  Carolina 
Battalion. 

Total 

.... 

3 
2 

1 

0 

0 

<> 

2 
2 

1 

0 

0 

9 

0 

o 

3 

12 

2 

4 

4 

3 

12 

2 

8 

12 

2 

8 

3 

2 

NOTE.— The  siege  carriages  are  without  limbers. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JNO.  3V1.  PAYNE, 

Lieutenant,  Ordnance. 
I  Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  May  6,  1863. 
Respectfully  forwarded . 

1  wish  the  caliber  of  the  field  batteries,  the  small  number  and  the 
great  want  of  rifled  and  entire  want  of  Napoleon  guns,  to  be  noted. 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

May  7,  1803. 
Lieut.  Gen.  JAMES  LONGSTREET,  Commanding,  &c.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  just  received  yours  of  2d  instant  upon  my  return 
to  my  former  cainp. 

My  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  to  which  you  refer,  was  intended  to  ap 
prise  you  of  my  intended  movement  and  to  express  the  wish  rather  than 
the  expectation  that  one  of  your  divisions  could  co-operate  in  it. 

1  did  not  intend  to  express  the  opinion  that  you  could  reach  me  in 
time,  as  1  did  not  think  it  practicable.  The  emergency  that  made  your 
presence  so  desirable  has  passed,  for  the  present,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  and 
I  desire  that  you  will  not  distress  your  troops  by  a  forced  movement  to 
join  me,  or  sacrifice  for  that  purpose  any  public  interest  that  your  sud 
den  departure  might  make  it  necessary  to  abandon.  The  only  imme 
diate  service  that  your  troops  could  render  would  be  to  protect  our 
communications  from  the  enemy's  cavalry  and  assist  in  punishing  them 
for  the  damage  they  have  done. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  E.  LEE, 

General. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Richmond,  May  7,  1863. 
Maj.  Geii.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Goldsborougli  : 

GENERAL  :  We  have  reports  frorn  different  sources  that  the  plans  of 
the  enemy  are  to  concentrate  Hunter's  and  Foster's  armies  for  a  general 
attack  upon  Richmond.  Make  all  needful  arrangements  to  prevent 
such  a  contingency. 

Your  force  will,  of  course,  be  obliged  to  come  up  here;  so  with  the 
chief  force  at  Charleston.  If  you  find  such  movements  in  progress  you 
will  so  shape  your  own  to  meet  them  without  awaiting  further  orders 
from  these  headquarters. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant-  Genera  I. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Richmond,  Va.,  May  7,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War : 

SIR  :  llis  Excellency  the  President  expressed  the  desire  last  night 
that  1  should  join  General  Lee  at  Fredericksburg  at  once. 

I  regard  the  opening  and  securing  the  communication  of  General 
Lee's  army  with  this  city  of  the  first  importance,  and  fear  that  this  may 
not  be  accomplished  if  I  leave  it  unfinished.  There  are  some  indications, 
too,  that  the  enemy  may  bring  one  or  two  other  columns  against  this 
city,  with  the  hope  of  getting  possession  by  a  sudden  dash.  I  think  it 
more  important  that  these  things  should  be  considered  and  that  we 
should  have  our  forces  so  in  hand  as  to  meet  any  such  contingency.  I 
propose,  therefore,  to  remain  here  until  I  can  so  arrange  and  dispose  of 
my  forces  as  to  free  General  Lee's  army  of  the  force  which  now  threatens 
his  communications.' 

I  remain,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTKEET, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


GOLDSBOROUGH,  K  C.,  May  7,  [1863] — 10  a.  in. 

Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War,  C.  S.  A. : 

Inclosed  are  the  last  reports*  from  scouts.  Foster  has  sent  out  of  New 
Berne  and  Washington  the  citizens  who  have  hitherto  furnished  infor 
mation.  I  think  that  these  papers  clearly  establish  that  the  Charleston 
expedition  is  abandoned,  and  that  the  few  troops  leaving  New  Berne 
are  more  than  replaced  by  others.  I  have  believed  ever  since  the  fail 
ure  at  Charleston  that  Foster  would  demand  and  get  back  the  twenty 
regiments  furnished  to  Hunter. 

General  Daniel  has  gone  down  with  two  brigades  (his  own  and  Ran 
som's)  to  feel  the  enemy  about  Core  Creek.  If  they  fall  back  without 
show  of  fight  it  is  clear  that  Foster  is  not  strong  there  and  that  he  is 
massed  upon  the  railroad  between  New  Berne  and  More-head,  fearing 
that  the  Confederates  will  cut  it.  Unfortunately  this  is  a  difficult  task. 
There  are  but  three  approaches  to  it  through  the  swamps  and  these  are 
fortified.  I  have  but  three  brigades  outside  of  Wilmington  (Daniel, 

*  Not  found. 
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Ransom,  and  Cooke);  two  are  at  Kiustori,  and  the  third  has  one  regi 
ment  at  Weldon  and  three  below,  at  Magnolia  Depot,  50  miles  above 
Wilmington.  If  you  think  that  one  more  should  be  sent,  I  will  send 
Coofce. 

I  feel  confident  that  Ransom  and  Daniel  can  whip  Foster.  But  with 
Foster's  superiority  of  numbers  and  great  water  facilities  he  can  cut  the 
railroad  and  make  most  destructive  raids  on  the  Roanoke,  Chowan,  and 
Tar,  and  it  will  be  impossible  to  prevent  them. 

There  is  nominally  a  large  force  in  the  State,  but  there  is  a  heavy  gar 
rison  in  Wilmington,  and  the  four  regiments  of  cavalry  are  not  worth 
four  companies  of  inferior  infantry.  In.  fact,  did  we  not  need  a  large 
number  of  couriers  over  this  300  miles  of  coast,  I  would  prefer  them  to 
be  ordered  off. 

I  have  laid  the  facts  before  you  in  regard  to  the  Confederate  strength 
and  that  of  the  Yankees  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  and  must  leave  it 
to  your  discretion  whether  to  order  oft'  more  forces  or  not. 
Most  respectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Tarlorough,  N.  <7.,  May  7,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  North  Carolina,  Goldslorough,  N.  C.: 
GENERAL  :  Upon  my  arrival  here  last  night  I  found  that  Colonel 
Evans  had  gone  toward  Greenville  instead  of  Rocky  Mount,  as  we  sup 
posed.    I  immediately  recalled  him. 

Claiborne's  regiment  has,  strange  to  say,  not  yet  arrived.  As  soon 
as  possible  I  shall  relieve  the  companies  of  the  Sixty-third  (Evans) 
below  Kinston,  and  also  the  couriers  between  Goldsborough  and  Green 
ville  and  between  Snow  Hill  and  Kinston,  as  all  the  men  belong  to  Fere- 
bee's  command. 

Please  inform  me  by  Captain  Worthington  (who  will  deliver  this) 
how  many  men  those  lines  will  require  under  existing  circumstances. 
There  are  a  great  many  more  at  present  than  are  needed  on  that  duty 
since  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  from  Hookerton  and  Greenville. 

WThile  011  the  railroad  I  should  very  much  like  to  send  the  dismounted 
men  of  Claiborne's  regiment  to  procure  horses,  and  if  this  request  meets 
your  approbation  instruct  Captain  Worthington  to  telegraph  me  at 
once  before  the  men  leave  here.  You  can  readily  perceive,  general,  the 
necessity  for  the  step  proposed,  which  I  hope  you  will  approve.  Colonel 
Claiborne  is  absent  from  his  regiment,  I  understand.  Was  the  authority 
granted  from  your  headquarters  ? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  ROBERTSON, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Where  had  Claiborue's  regiment  better  encamp?  About  Greenville 
forage  is  scarce  and  Griffin  is  there. 


HEADQUARTERS,  May  8, 1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  return  herewith  a  letter  and  dispatch  from 
General  Lee.    All  of  our  reports  represent  the  enemy's  main  cavalry 
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force  returning  to  the  Eappahaniiock  by  the  same  or  nearly  the  same 
route  as  that  he  came.  I  fear  that  no  effort  has  been  made  by  our  forces 
or  citizens  to  obstruct  his  routes. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant,    . 

JAMES  LONGSTEEET, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 

9  I  received  a  dispatch  from  General  E.  E.  Lee  asking  the  arrange 
ments  that  I  have  ordered  in  reference  to  his  communication  with  this 
city. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  EICHMOND, 

May  8,  1863. 
General  J.  J.  PETTIGREW: 

General  Hood's  division  is  en  route  for  Hanover  Junction.  General 
Lee  desires  the  wagon  road  from  there  to  Fredericksburg  repaired.  If 
you  move  ahead  of  Hood,  see  to  it  5  if  not,  he  will  attend  to  it.  I  send 
by  first  train  to  the  Junction  100  shovels,  50  picks,  and  25  axes  to  care 
of  your  quartermaster. 
Respectfully, 

AENOLD  ELZEY, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  THE  CAPE  FEAR, 

Wilmington,  May  8, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Commanding,  &&,  Goldsborougli  : 

GENERAL  :  Yours  of  2  p.  m.  yesterday  received.  I  am  sorry  Cooke 
has  to  go.  Beauregard  is  sending  off  two  strong  brigades  to  Pember- 
ton.  and  the  coast  will  be  very  greatly  weakened.  We  are  all,  from 
Savannah  to  Weldon,  mutually  dependent  on  each  other.  I  do  not 
think  Eansoin  should  be  removed,  unless  at  the  last  emergency.  But 
1  do  not  know  the  exact  position  of  affairs  in  Virginia.  The  enemy 
seems  to  have  received  a  terrible  thrashing.  But  his  numbers,  accord 
ing  to  their  own  account  158,000,  may  give  us  great  trouble  yet,  unless 
they  are  too  demoralized  to  fight  well.  I  suppose  Lee  has  60,000  at 
least.  It  will  be  a  difficult  matter  to  defend  Wilmington  and  the  rail 
road  with  three  brigades.  Longstreet  will  have  to  help.  I  will  send 
you  a  statement  of  heavy  ordnance.  The  enemy  would  not  cross  at 
Snead's  Ferry  ;  the  river  is  too  wide,  over  1,000  yards,  and  with  any 

wind  or flats  are  not  practicable.    We  have  a  picket  there,  as 

also  at  Swansborough,  in  advance. 

I  cannot  very  well  spare  Major  Cameron.     Should  he  be  absolutely 
necessary  to  you  I  should  have  to  supply  his  place. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major -General. 

GoLDSBOROuan,  K.  C.,  May  9, 1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War,  C.  S.  A. : 

Your  letter  and  order  in  regard  to  deserters  has  been  received.*  De 
sertion  is  alarmingly  on  the  increase  in  my  own  command. 

*  Not  found. 
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There  is  a  powerful  faction  in  the  State  poisoning  public  sentiment 
and  looking  to  a  reconstruction.  The  soldiers  are  induced  by  these 
traitors  to  believe  that  this  is  an  unjust  war  on  the  part  of  the  South 
and  thattheir  State  soldiers  and  citizens  have  been  slighted  and  wronged 
by  the  Confederate  States  Government. 

Unless  the  Government  will  boldly  take  this  matter  in  hand  anc] 
arrest  the  editors  and  speakers  who  are  daily  uttering  treason,  the  crime 
of  desertion  will  go  on,  and  I  fear  that  there  will  be  thousands  in  armed 
resistance  to  the  Government.  The  teaching  of  one  paper  in  this  State 
is  treasonable  in  the  highest  degree,  and  the  editor  certainly  is  a  tory 
at  heart  and  almost  openly. 
Eespectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major-  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

MAY  10, 18G3. 
SECRETARY  OF  WAR: 

It  might  be  well  to  correspond  with  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina 
in  relation  to  the  subject  matter  of  the  within. 

J.  D. 


GOLDSBOROUGH,  N.  C.,  May  10,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War,  C.  8.  A.  : 

Inclosed  you  will  find  a  letter  from  Major  Whitford,  commanding  bat 
talion  guerrillas.  His  spelling  is  rather  original,  but  he  is  a  good,  brave, 
and  truthful  man.  The  other  letter  is  from  Mr.  Marshall,  until  recently 
our  only  reliable  source  of  information  in  New  Berne.  Foster  has  expelled 
him,  however,  and  my  information  is  very  vague.  We  have  an  employe 
in  Foster's  military  family  who  is  as  true  to  the  South  as  President 
Davis.  But  unfortunately  all  the  communications  from  this  person 
came  through  Mr.  Marshall,  and  I  have  now  no  agent  working  in  town. 
With  Foster's  control  of  the  waters  and  railroad  from  Morehead  City 
to  New  Berne,  he  has  been  able  to  deceive  my  scouts  by  movements  of 
troops  backward  and  forward.  Our  troops  have  been  incessantly  harass 
ing  them  day  and  night  for  two  months,  and  the  soldiers  whose  enlist 
ment  will  expire  soon  are  in  a  very  pleasant  state  of  mind  to  stay.  The 
Yankees  hold  the  whole  county  of  Carteret,  but  except  to  make  raids 
confine  themselves  to  Plymouth,  Washington,  and  New  Berne.  They 
do  not  venture  out  more  than  a  mile  from  the  first,  3  miles  from  the  sec 
ond,  and  8  from  the  third,  except  in  the  direction  of  Morehead  City. 

There  are  but  three  approaches  to  the  railroad  from  New  Berne  to 
Carolina  City,  and  these  are  strongly  fortified.  The  Yankees  have  been 
engaged  for  three  weeks  in  fortifying  line  from  Newport  River  to  Bogue 
Sound.  This  looks  like  an  evacuation  of  New  Berne  in  case  of  a  strong 
pressure.  Ought  not  that  squeeze  to  be  given  ? 

I  would  not  ask  for  more  infantry,  but  would  like  to  have  good  rifle 
guns,  not  of  Kichmond  make. 

Since  Foster's  disgraceful  whipping  at  Blount  Creek  by  General  Pet- 
tigrew  he  has  shown  no  disposition  to  give  a  field  fight,  though  the  most 
insinuating  methods  were  used  by  General  Daniel  to  coax  him  on. 
With  great  respect, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major-General. 
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[Iitclosures.] 

SWIFT  GREEK,  Nay  9, 1863. 

GEN'L  :  To-day  when  your  courrier  came  with  your  dispatch  to  me 
1  was  off  trying  to  get  information  from  the  enemy.  My  scouts  on  Tar 
River  report  seven  or  eight  steamers  went  down  Tar  River  on  the  nights 
of  the  7th  and  8th  instant.  Those  steamers  are  not  at  New  Berne,  or 
was  not  yestiday  evening  5  they  had  not  passed  up  Nuse  Eiver.  The 
Yankees  at  Mrs.  Griee's  place,  this  side  Washington,  told  the  citerzens 
at  Oross-Roads  yestiday  that  Yankee  General  Palmer's  brigade  and 
Yankee  General  Naglee's  brigade  has  gone  to  re-enforce  Hooker. 
They  said  Spinola  was  yet  in  Washington  with  his  brigade.  The 
movements  about  New  Berne  is  now  on  the  railrode.  I  can't  get  any 
person  in  their  lines  under  no  pretence  5  they  turn  all  back  from  this  side 
Nuse  River.  My  two  men  that  was  crossing  Nuse  to  and  from  is 
both  sick.  I  understand  persons  from  south  side  Nuse  River  can  go 
in  town  and  return.  I  don't  know  whether  they  can  or  not.  If  some 
citerzens  that  could  be  reliad  upon,  that  lives  below  Pollocksville,  in 
Jones  County,  [would  go,]  that  is  the  best  way  now,  as  they  will  not 
allow  any  person  from  the  north  side  to  go  in  town.  If  they  would  I 
would  soon  know  what  Foster  is  up  to.  I  don't  know  the  people  on  the 
other  side  Nuse,  or  I  would  go  in  Jones  County  and  get  up  a  line  of  com 
munication  soon.  I  think  Major  Nethercutt  could  get  some  person  to 
go  in,  as  he  knows  every  man  in  Jones  County.  I  have  scouts  in  every 
direction  below  here  to  find  out  there  movements  all  I  can.  I  think  a 
deminoustration  in  front  of  New  Berne  would  stop  Foster  from  sending 
off  his  troops  to  Hooker.  I  am  glad  to  hear  of  Hooker's  defeat.  I  will 
get  that  to  the  Yankees  soon.  They  know  in  Washington  and  New 
Berne  that  Hooker  is  whiped. 

Yours,  very  respecufully,  and  obediant  servant, 

JOHN  N.  WHITFORD, 
Major  j  Comdg.  Outpost,  Sicift  Creelc. 

SWIFT  CREEK,  May  8,  1SG3, 
[Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL:] 

DEAR  GENERAL  :  Rumor  informs  us  at  this  place  that  thirty  families 
have  been  sent  up  on  the  railroad  from  New  Berne  in  the  direction  of 
Kinston  three  days  ago;  other  rumors  say  that  the  Yankees  have  not 
decided  whether  to  send  them  to  Street's  Ferry  or  to  Core  Creek.  I  am 
now  waiting  to  hear  from  my  letter  to  Foster;  and  should  they  send 
them  out,  and  I  down  here,  do  me  the  favor  to  have  my  wife  informed 
that  I  have  engaged  quarters  for  her  and  our  effects  with  Mrs.  Virginia 
Dudley,  in  Kinston.  I  should  also  take  it  as  a  great  favor  to  be  in 
formed  by  the  first  courier  if  my  family  should  be  sent  in  that  direction. 

Several  persons  have  tried  to  get  to  New  Berne  from  this  place,  and 
all  have  failed  except  one  lady  that  crossed  the  river  and  went  down  on 
the  railroad.  She  came  up  Wednesday,  and  says  they  were  all  packed 
up  to  start,  but  were  afraid  (the  Yankees)  that  the  train  or  boat  would 
be  captured  by  our  forces,  as  there  was  no  flag  of  truce,  &c. 

I  know  of  no  better  way  than  to  stay  here  until  they  move  in  the 
matter,  as  there  is  no  telling  what  they  will  do.  They  have  paroled  a 
prisoner  and  sent  him  out,  who  states  that  they  are  sending  great  quan 
tities  of  negroes  away  on  transports.  Others  that  have  left  New  Berne 
and  gone  to  Bay  River  tell  the  same  tale,  and  all  agree,  too,  as  to  their 
fortifying  Morehead  City.  They  let  no  person  go  to  town  from  the  north 
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side  of  the  river;  1  think  it  indicates  some  mysterious  move  on  their 
part.  They  have  been  practicing,  too,  with  very  heavy  guns,  something 
that  has  not  been  done  by  them  for  six  months  before.  From  their 
great  secrecy  about  everything,  and  pretending  to  be  on  the  eve  of  send 
ing  out  the  citizens  and  falling  each  day  to  do  it,  looks  to  me  like  an 
evacuation  of  the  place.  I  think  it  is  all  done  to  keep  up  appearances, 
and  could  I  be  certain  as  to  the  fortifying  of  Morehead  City  I  should 
feel  confident. 

There  has  been  an  order  issued  by  Foster  to  the  effect  that  no  more 
goods  be  brought  to  New  Berne  by  their  merchants;  that  is  so.  I  am 
certain  that  the  taking  and  holding  it  has  not  done  much  in  the  way  of 
restoring  the  Union,  and  has  been  rather  a  failure  than  anything  else; 
and  as  they  have  stolen  all  that  is  in  their  reach  I  think  they  have  con 
cluded  to  leave  New  Berne  and  make  arrangements  to  hold  Fort  Macon 
and  Hatteras  and  perhaps  Roanoke  Island. 

I  think  1  shall  be  able  soon  to  open  a  direct  communication  to  New 
Berne  should  they  leave  any  of  the  citizens  there.  They  have  got  the 
news  of  their  defeat  at  Fredericksburg  and  acknowledge  that  Hooker 
is  whipped.  Several  -ladies  were  down  to  Barrington  yesterday  and  say 
that  the  colonel  told  them  that  Hooker  was  whipped  and  asked  them 
if  we  had  heard  it.  They  knew  nothing  about  General  Jackson  being 
wounded.  I  hope  that  General  Jackson  may  recover  from  his  wounds, 
as  the  country  would  lose  one  of  her  noblest  sons,  besides  his  great 
services  as  one  among  the  greatest  generals  of  the  age.  I  pray  God  he 
may  recover  from  his  wounds. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

W.  H.  MARSHALL. 


RICHMOND,  May  10,  1803. 
Maj.  WILLIAM  NORRIS,  Chief  of  Signal  Corps: 

SIR  :  I  returned  from  the  enemy's  lines,  in  the  vicinity  of  Newport 
News,  yesterday  morning  before  daylight,  bringing  the  following  intel 
ligence  : 

Troops  from  every  quarter  are  hurrying  toward  the  discomfited  army 
of  Hooker.  Many  have  been  withdrawn  from  Suffolk,  and  only  400  or 
500  are  left  at  Fortress  Monroe.  General  Dix,  with  5,000  men,  500' 
wheelbarrows  and  intrenching  tools,  left  the  fortress  on  Wednesday,  it 
is  reported,  for  the  White  House.  Five  hundred  cavalry  left  Yorktown 
the  same  day.  It  is  my  belief  that  Dix  will  not  now  proceed  so  far,  as  I 
thin.k  he  was  only  to  occupy  that  position  provided  Hooker  was  victo 
rious,  and  then  this  much-coveted  city  was  to  have  been  assailed  on  all 
sides.  Depredations  are  daily  committed  on  the  defenseless  citizens 
near  Suffolk  by  Dodge's  cavalry.  I  bring  a  paper  of  the  date  of  the 
7 th,  which  I  have  sent  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War. 
•  Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  CAUSEY, 

Captain,  C.  8.  Army. 
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Abstract  from  Field  Return  of  iroops  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  French,  for  Mat/  10, 

18G3.     (No  station  given. ) 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

49 

»1 
!•§ 

I9 

«3 

Officers. 

I 

General  staff  

9 

9 
2,846 
•   2,893 
388 
136 
96 

13 
4,036 
3,470 
484 
143 
100 

247 
171 
21 
3 
4 

2,  267 
2,335' 
304 
115 
76 

Davis'  brigade    

Boggs'  battalion  artillery  

Coil's  battery  

Bradford's  battery  

Baker's  cavalry  regiment  [no  report]  

Grand  total  

455 

5,097 

6,368 

8,  240 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

May  11,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  J.  PETTIGREW, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Hanover  Junction : 

GENERAL  :  General  Pickett  informs  me,  on  what  he  deems  reliable 
authority,  that  a  regiment  of  infantry,  one  battery  of  artillery,  and  200 
cavalry  of  the  enemy  are  at  West  Point,  the  confluence  of  the  Pamuu- 
key  and  Mattapony  Eivers.  He  thinks  it  possible  that  they  may  ascend 
the  north  bank  of  the  Pamunkey  and  attempt  to  reach  Hanover  Junc 
tion.  I  give  you  this  notice  that  you  may  be  on  your  guard. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  THE  CAPE  FEAR, 

Wilmington,  May  11,  1863. 
H.  P.  WALKER, 

H.  M.  Actg.  Consul  for  the  States  ofN.  C.  and  S.  C.  at  Charleston: 
SIR  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  this  date  relating  to  the  schooner 
Harkaway,  alleged  to  belong  to  a  British  subject  engaged  in  running 
the  blockade,  and  seized  in  this  port  by  the  military  authorities  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America. 

I  am  not  aware  that  my  Government  has  recognized  you  as  the  repre 
sentative  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty.  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Govern 
meiit  has  certainly  not  recognized  the  Government  of  the  Confederate 
States.  I  decline,  therefore,  to  discuss  the  subject  with  you  or  to  re 
lease  the  vessel,  but  will  forward  your  communication  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  and  await  orders. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  does  not 
recognize  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Confederate  States  here,  and  the  United 
States  Government  claims  it,  perhaps  it  would  be  as  well  to  apply  to 
the  latter. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Kinston,  N.  C.,  May  12,  1803. 
Maj.  Gen.  1).  H.  HILL, 

Commanding  at  Ooldsborough  : 

GENERAL  :  Yours  of  this  date  Las  been  received.  Colonel  Martin 
moved  to-day  for  Greenville.  Brabble  takes  his  place  on  picket. 

As  soon  as  Captain  Coleman  returns,  or  I  am  well  enough  to  make  the 
examination,  I  will  have  the  work  extended  as  you  desire. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  offer  to  relieve  me  by  Gen 
eral  Cooke,  and  if  everything  is  quiet  here  I  would  like  very  much  to 
go  home  for  a  week  or  ten  days,  as  my  health  is  poor  and  I  have  some 
business,  giving  in  my  taxes,  &c.,  which  can  only  be  done  by  myself,  as 
I  am  the  only  male  member  of  my  family  in  the  State;  and  as  I  have 
paid  no  attention  to  my  affairs  in  more  than  two  years  I  would  not  be 
able  to  do  so  without  an  examination.  I  will  be  in  a  mile  or  two  of  the 
telegraph  office  in  Weldon  and  could  return  any  day  should  anything 
occur. 

I  expected  to  have  had  some  information  from  Lieutenant  Foy  to-day, 
but  have  not  heard  from  him. 

Our  scouts  report  the  enemy's  picket  posts  some  6  or  7  miles  below 
Core  Creek.  They  had  not  to-day  relaid  the  track  torn  up  4  miles  below 
Core  Creek. 

I  was  very  much  grieved  to  hear  of  the  death  of  General  Jackson,  and 
think  that  our  victory  was  a  dearly-bought  one. 
Very  respectfully, 

JUNIUS  DANIEL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Near  Fredericksburg,  May  12,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL: 

GENERAL:  Your  letters  of  the  8th  and  10th,  with  inclosures,  are  re 
ceived.*  I  think  that  there  is  every  probability  that  the  enemy  intends 
fortifying  somewhere  near  the  coast  below  New  Berne,  and  leaving 
small  garrisons  in  North  Carolina  to  occupy  the  forts,  with  the  purpose 
of  sending  all  the  rest  of  his  force  here.  I  have  already  heard  that  Suf 
folk  is  only  occupied  now  by  a  small  force,  some  18,000  having  come  to 
re-enforce  Hooker's  army.  The  same  thing  will  be  done  with  the  forces 
in  North  Carolina.  In  view  of  this,  I  have  suggested  that  Clingman's 
and  Evans'  brigades  be  brought  to  North  Carolina  and  that  Eansom's 
and  Cooke's  be  brought  here;  also  the  troops  from  the  Blackwater,  and 
that  you  have  command  of  Petersburg  and  everything  south  of  that  and 
north  of  South  Carolina.  This  I  presume  will  be  the  arrangement  for 
the  summer.  By  threatening  the  enemy's  capital  we  will  be  able  to 
draw  all  of  his  available  force  here,  and  as  our  strength  here  increases 
his  must  do  the  same. 

I  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 

*  Not  found. 
67  R  R—VOL  XVIII 
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WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  May  12,  18G3. 

General  W.  H.  C.  WHITING,  Wilmington,  N.  6V: 

Let  me  know  what  force  you  Cave  and  what  aid  you  can,  in  case  of 
necessity,  lend  to  Charleston. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
i&cretary  of  War. 


WILMINGTON,  N.  C.,  May  12,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond  : 

I  have  Clingman's.  On  a  pinch,  can  send  three  regiments  of  that,  but 
General  Hill  should  be  notified.  Arrangements  should  be  made  to 
transfer  them  back  should  point  of  attack  be  changed. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major- General. 

MAY  12,  1863. 
General  BEAUREGARD,  Charleston  : 

Anything  threatening  in  your  front  $  Secretary  wants  to  know  what 
I  can  spare  you.  Let  me  hear  direct.  Will  do  all  in  my  power. 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 

MAY  12, 1863. 
Major-General  HILL,  Goldsborough  : 

Secretary  wants  to  know  what  I  can  do  for  Charleston  in  need.  Can 
let  three  regiments  go  on  a  pinch,  but  told  him  you  must  be  notified. 
Have  you  heard  anything  I 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING. 


BURWELL'S  BAY,  May  13, 1863. 
Maj.  WILLIAM  NORRIS,  Chief  Signal  Corps: 

SIR  :  Major-General  Keyes,  with  one  division  of  infantry  and  a  bri 
gade  of  cavalry,  is  at  or  near  the  White  House,  unless  he  has  fallen  or 
been  driven  back  since  Monday.  The  cavalry  are  from  Stoneinan's 
division.  There  are  few  troops  at  Suffolk,  none  at  Newport  News,  and 
a  very  small  garrison  at  Fortress  Monroe.  Blockading  squadron  con 
sists  of  two  iron-clads  of  the  Monitor  model — the  Galena  and  Minnesota. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  CAUSEY, 
Captain,  C.  S.  Army. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  or  RICHMOND, 

May  1>3,  1863. 
General  S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

SIR  :  In  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  I  haye, 
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the  honor  to  make  the  following  report -of  the  forces  in  and  about  Eich- 
mond  for  his  information  : 

DEPARTMENT   OF   RICHMOND. 

Brigadier-General  Wise's  brigade,  now  occupying  the  Peninsula. 
Colonel  Ehett's  command  (artillery,  for  defenses)  has  been  ordered 
back,  and  supposed  to  be  on  its  way. 

Garrisons  at  Ghaifin's  and  Drewry's  Bluffs. 

City  of  Richmond. — Brigadier-General  Winder's  command — City  Bat 
talion,  seven  companies ;  Wren's  battalion  of  cavalry,  two  companies ; 
Col.  H.  H.  Walker's  guard  forces,  seven  companies. 

Major-General  Pickett's  division — South  side,  near  Manchester. 

One  regiment  and  one  battery  of  Brigadier-General  Pettigrew's  bri 
gade,  near  Richmond. 

One  regiment  of  Brigadier-General  Robertson's  cavalry,  near  Rich 
mond. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Department  of  Richmond,  including  Colonel  Rliett's  command:  Effective 

total 4,288 

Brigadier-General  Winder's  command 1,  :500 

Major-General  Pickett,  say 8, 000 

Regiment  and  battalion  of  Pettigrew 750 

Regiment  of  Robertson  (cavalry) : 500 

Aggregate 14,838 

1  have  the  honor  to  request  that  this  communication  be  laid  before 
the  Secretary  of  War  at  your  earliest  convenience. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AENOLD  ELZEY, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  May  13,  1863. 
General  1).  H.  HILL,  Goldsborough,  N.  C.  : 

Necessity  compels  me  to  reduce  the  force  at  Charleston  very  low. 
General  Whiting,  on  inquiry,  informs  me  that  on  a  pinch  he  can  send 
to  the  aid  of  Charleston  in  case  of  attack  three  regiments.  I  inform 
you  of  this,  and  in  addition  suggest  if,  as  I  believe,  the  enemy  have 
nearly  withdrawn,  let  /your  arrangements  be  made  to  allow  in  case  of 
necessity  the  transfer  of  a  larger  force. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


CAVALRY  CAMP, 
Near  Williamston,  May  13, 1863. 
Maj.  ARCHER  ANDERSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Goldsborough : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  just  returned  from  Jamesville,  the  lowest  point  occu 
pied  by  our  cavalry  pickets  011  the  Eoanoke. 

I  met  Lieutenant-Colonel  Towns,  of  the  Sixty-second  Georgia  Eegi- 
ment,  on  the  road,  who  had  been  absent  two  days  visiting  his  picket 
stations.  He  saw  to-day  a  man  from  Plymouth  day  before  yesterday. 
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From  him  he  learns  that  General  Wessells  is  certainly  in  command  there 
with  two  New  York  regiments,  not  exceeding  500  men  each,  and  one 
battery;  no  cavalry.  The  cavalry  and  some  other  troops  had  left  the 
town — supposed  toward  Suffolk.  • 

The  enemy  is  throwing  up  some  iutrenchments  on  a  high  point  near 
Plymouth,  either  for  the  purpose  of  changing  his  camp,  which  is  repre 
sented  to  be  very  filthy,  or  protecting  some  fisheries  at  the  point. 
Colonel  Towns  considers  this  information  entirely  trustworthy. 

I  examined  Fort  Branch  yesterday  and  feel  satisfied,  if  properly  gar 
risoned  and  provisioned,  it  can  repel  any  attack  of  the  enemy  by  laud 
or  water  less  tlian  a  regular  siege.  The  supply  of  ammunition  is  good, 
and  provisions  for  1,000  men  for  thirty  days  are  being  placed  in  as  rap 
idly  as  present  circumstances  permit.  Coniho  Creek,  of  which  the  gen 
eral  spoke  to  me,  will  be  a  very  serious  obstacle  to  a  land  attack  on  Fort 
Branch.  The  three  roads  crossing  it  near  and  below  the  fort  are  being 
effectually  impeded.  One  of  them  has  been  closed  entirely  and  the  bridge 
destroyed.  At  one  of  the  others  intrenchments  have  been  prepared  arid 
at  the  third  are  being  prepared.  This  creek,  however,  is  no  impediment 
to  an  advance  on  Tarborough. 

If  the  troops  of  my  brigade  are  to  be  used  exclusively  to  close  Ply 
mouth  and  Washington  between  the  Tar  and  Koanoke,  my  impression 
is  they  should  be  moved  nearer  and  occupy  a  line  beginning  from  James- 
ville  or  Gardner's  Creek,  near  that  town,  and  running  toward  Tranter's 
Creek,  thence  to  the  Tar  Eiver  at  or  near  Pactolus.  On  this  subject  I 
feel  some  hesitation  in  yet  expressing  a  positive  opinion. 

If  my  brigade  is  to  be  held  with  a  view  to  protect  Weldoii  or  some 
other  point,  it  should  not  be  removed  beyond  Hamilton  or  Greenville, 
except  for  picket  guard. 

Will  you  please  inform  me  if  any  troops  are  to  be  stationed  at  Wei- 
don  and  if  they  are  to  be  under  my  command  ? 

I  shall  go  to-morrow  to  Greenville  and  thence  to  Tarborough,  where 
I  shall  spend  a  day  or  two  examining  the  quartermaster's  and  commis 
sary  departments. 

The  order  substituting  Colonel  Griffin's  cavalry  regiment  for  Colonel 
Evans'  has  been  received. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  MARTIN, 
Brigadier-  General. 

.  P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  the  pickets  have  brought  in  2  Yankee 
prisoners,  who  say  that  both  General  Wessells  and  General  Hunt  are 
in  Plymouth  with  five  regiments — the  Eighty-fifth,  Ninety-second,  and 
Ninety-sixth  New  York,  and  One  hundred  and  first  and  One  hundred 
and  third  Pennsylvania ;  that  the  troops  which  left  there  recently  went 
to  New  Berne,  and  they  think  General  Wessells'  brigade  is  going  to 
Suffolk  soon. 


HANOVER  JUNCTION,  May  14, 1863 — 1  p.  m. 
Major-General  ELZEY,  Commanding,  Richmond : 

GENERAL:  Tuesday  night  I  sent  a  company  of  cavalry  out,  with  in 
structions  to  go  as  near  West  Point  as  they  could  and  find  out  what 
was  going  on  there.  I  received  a  report  dated  12  m.  yesterday,  uKiug 
William  County,  4  miles  outside  of  the  enemy's  pickets."  From  what 
they  heard,  the  enemy  had  landed  on  Thursday  last  some  3,000  infantry, 
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a  regiment  of  cavalry,  and  some  light  artillery.  They  were  fortifying 
across  the  Peninsula,  a  mile  or  so  from  the  Point.  It  was  thought  that 
the  post  was  intended  as  a  refuge  tor  stealing  parties,  runaway  slaves, 
£c.,  but  I  fear  they  will  give  us  more  trouble  than  that,  for  they  can 
march  up  in  force,  threaten  the  railroad  north  of  North  Anna,  perhaps 
attack  it,  or  cross  suddenly  at  Hanover  Court-House,  do  the  same  on 
the  south  side,  and  return  by  the  White  House.  As  for  finding  out  the 
strength  of  any  such  party,  my  experience  of  the  cavalry  and  citizens 
during  the  last  raid  has  convinced  me  it  is  impossible.  As  Richmond 
is  so  much  nearer  the  White  House  and  West  Point  you  have  much 
better  means  of  obtaining  intelligence  than  I  have,  and  I  think  ought 
to  be  able  to  give  me  such  information  as  may  be  necessary.  It  seems 
to  me  that  this  triangle  between  the  railroad  and  the  North  and  South 
Anna  Rivers  should  be  fortified.  Had  1  the  tools  I  could  do  it  myself, 
but  I  might  be  ordered  away  in  the  midst,  and  it  would  be  a  great  deal 
better  to  send  an  engineer  from  Richmond,  who  could  continue  until 
the  work  was  done.  Works  would  be  required  on  Ihe  North  Anna  at 
the  crossing  of  the  Telegraph  road,  the  Fredericksburg  Railroad.  Mor 
ris'  P>ridge,  and  Bear  Island  Ford;  on  the  South  Anna,  at  the  crossing 
of  the  Central  Railroad,  of  the  Frederieksburg  Railroad,  and  tho  Tel 
egraph  road;  at  the  two  crossings  on  Little  River,  and  perhaps  at  the 
Junction. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  PETTIGREW, 

Brigadier-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS,  May  14, 18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  IX  H.  HILL, 

Commanding j  North  Carolina  : 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  the  8th  is  just  received.  The  impressment 
of  horses  was  ordered  at  the  time  that  the  Yankee  cavalry  was  iu  posi 
tion  to  threaten  a  raid  through  North  Carolina.  It  is  not  necessary 
therefore  to  impress  further,  but  all  horses  that  you  may  have  impressed, 
and  that  are  not  necessary  to  the  support  of  families  or  used  in  tilling 
the  soil,  had  better  be  retained  for  our  purposes  if  you  are  in  need  of 
them. 

•  I  think  that  the  enemy  will  probably  abandon  North  Carolina  and 
Southern  Virginia,  except  some  posts  occupied  by  small  garrisons,  and 
concentrate  his  great  force  in  front  of  our  army  here.  If  he  does  I 
think  that  a  brigade  at  Goldsborough  and  one  at  or  near  Petersburg 
will  be  all  of  the  infantry  force  that  you  will  need.  As  I  know  of  no 
other  reliable  officer  whom  we  can  place  in  that  command  I  have  sug 
gested  your  name,  knowing  that  you  would  prefer  it  to  a  position  here. 
1  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 


RICHMOND,  May  15, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL,  GoUsborouali,  N.  C.  : 

GENERAL:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  and  in  an 
swer  to  the  several  suggestions  therein  I  am  authorized  to  state: 

1st — in  reference  to  the  bridge  and  provost  guards  within  your  com 
mand .     If  these  guards  have  been  mustered  in  lor  local  defense  it  will  be 
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necessary  to  refer  to  tlie  terms  entered  into  with  them  at  the  time  of  their 
muster,  and  if  they  have  not  secured  service  at  a  particular  spot  they 
would  have  to  be  discharged,  if  found  useless,  when  their  places  may  be 
supplied  by  the  militia  or  by  disabled  soldiers,  as  suggested  by  you.  In 
the  event  of  their  discharge  such  of  them  as  are  liable  to  conscription 
should  be  immediately  enrolled  for  general  service. 

2d.  You  will  consider  the  guard  to  the  prisoners  at  Salisbury  as  sub 
ject  to  your  orders,  to  be  disposed  of  in  such  manner  as  in  your  judgment 
the  interests  of  your  command  shall  require,  first  sending  the  prisoners 
by  proper  escort  to  this  city  to  report  to  General  Winder. 

3d.  In  the  cases  of  such  of  the  cavalry  of  your  command  as  may  per 
mit  themselves  fo  be  surprised  or  may  behave  badly  in  the  presence  of 
the  enemy,  you  will  make  special  reports  of  the  facts  to  this  office,  in 
order  that  authority  may  be  given  you  to  dismount,  and  where  sucli  be 
havior  is  repeated,  disband  the  men  whose  conduct  may  be  so  reported; 
those  ordered  to  be  disbanded  and  who  may  be  subject  to  conscription 
to  be  enrolled  to  serve  as  infantry. 

4th.  You  will  cause  an  inspection  to  be  made  of  Colonel  Wheeler's 
regiment,  and  if  the  organization  is  found  unwarranted  by  the  number 
of  troops  you  will  report  the  fact  to  this  office  for  orders  in  the  case. 

5th.  In  respect  to  the  exchange  of  full  brigades  of  your  command  with 
skeleton  brigades  in  General  Lee's  army,  I  have  to  state  that  as  General 
Lee  is  now  in  this  city  a  conference  will  be  had  with  him  on  the  subject 
of  such  exchanges,  when  you  will  be  informed  of  the  result. 
I  am,  general,  &c.7 

S.  COOPER, 
Acting  Inspector- General. 

SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )     AD.TT.  AND  INSPECTOR  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 
No.  1.16.  J  Richmond,  May  15,  1863. 

*.#####  * 

VIII.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  E.  Pickett  will  move  forward  immediately  with 
his  command  and  take  position  at  Hanover  Junction. 

*  #  #  #  •#  *  * 

X.  The  artillery  battalion  attached  to  Drewry's  Bluff  and  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  gunboat  Richmond  recently  ordered  to  this  city  will 

return  immediately  to  their  former  commands. 

#  # '  #  *  #  #  * 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Kinston,  N.  (7.,  May  16,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL,  Goldsborougli : 

GENERAL  :  Your  dispatch  of  this  date  directing  me  to  proceed  with 
my  brigade  to  Richmond  has  been  received.  Two  of  the  regiments  will 
be  ready  to  leave  by  10  o'clock  a.  m.  The  others  will  be  ready  so  soon 
as  transportation  can  be  furnished.  The  two  regiments  would  have 
been  ready  sooner,  but  all  except  one  were  on  picket  duty  at  the  time 
the  order  was  received. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JUNTUS  DANIEL, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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RICHMOND,  VA., 

May  16,  1803. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina : 

GENERAL  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  I  will  state  that 
the  extent  of  the  re-enforcements  you  can  send  to  the  Ariny  of  Northern 
Virginia  must  necessarily  depend  upon  the  strength  of  the  enemy  in 
your  front. 

The  plan  you  propose-  of  exchanging  your  full  for  its  reduced  bri 
gades  1  fear  will  add  but  little  to  its  real  strength.  It  would  increase  it 
numerically  'but  weaken  it  intrinsically  by  taking  away  tried  troops 
under  experienced  officers  and  replacing  them  with  fresh  men  and  un- 
instructed  commanders.  I  should  therefore  have  more  to  teed  but  less 
to  depend  on. 

I  can  exchange  Daniel's  brigade  with  one  of  those  you  propose,  but 
cannot  designate  which  until  I  return  to  camp,  as  I  am  not  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  their  condition  to  make  the  selection.  You  can  there 
fore  put  Daniel  in  motion  at  once.  Ransom  and  Cooke  I  consider  as 
belonging  to  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  and  have  relied  upon  their 
return. 

As  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  the  plan  of  the  enemy  is  to  concentrate 
as  large  a  force  as  possible  to  operate  in  Virginia.  Whether  he  will 
unite  the  whole  under  General  Hooker  on  the  Rappahanuoek  or  oper 
ate  with  different  columns  I  cannot  say,  but  from  the  information  I  re 
ceive  he  is  withdrawing  troops  from  South  Carolina  and  the  country 
south  of  James  River. 

It  is  of  course  our  best  policy  to  do  the  same  and  to  endeavor  to  repel 
his  advance  into  Virginia.  If  he  weaken*  his  force  in  North  Carolina 
I  think  you  will  be  able, "by  using  all  your  local  troops,  such  portion  of 
vonr  regular  cavalry  and  regular  brigades  as  may  be  necessary,  to 
repulse  and  restraia  his  marauding  expeditions  and  protect  the  rail 
roads  and  the  farming  interests  of  the  country  you  now  hold.  Every 
man  not  required  for  this  purpose  1  desire  you  to  send  to  me  and 
rely  upon  your  good  judgment  to  proportion  the  means  to  the  object  in 
view. 

I  think  it  no>v  too  late  for  any  important  expedition  to  be  undertaken 
by  the  enemy  in  the  Caroliuas.  They  will,  I  think,  place  themselves 
on  the  defensive  in  those  States,  endeavor  to  deceive  us  by  threatening 
our  communications,  &c.,  and  send  their  available  troop's  where  they 
can  operate  to  more  advantage.  I  have  no  fear  that  they  will  be  able 
to  mislead  you. 

I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  collect  and  secure  for  the  use  of  the 
army  all  the  provisions  and  forage  in  the  districts  in  which  you  are 
operating. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  MARGIN'S  BRIGADE, 

Tarborough,  May  16,  18G3. 
Maj.  ARCHER  ANDERSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Goldsborough,  N.  C. : 
MAJOR  :  I  returned  here  last  night  from  Greenville.  I  found  Captain 
Colernan  had  laid  out  a  line  of  defenses  around  the  town.  They  do  not 
fulfill  all  the  conditions  necessary  to  a  good  defense,  but  I  thought  it 
the  best  the  ground  would  permit.  I  understood  the  captain  to  say 
General  Hill  had  decided  to  put  the  line  of  defense  at  Greenville,  and 
I  did  not  examine  any  other  point. 

Colonel  Griffin  was  absent  from  his  headquarters  visiting  his  pickets, 
and  1  did  not  see  him.  The  adjutant  showed  me  the  picket  stations  on 
the  map,  and  they  seemed  to  be  well  selected. 

The  telegraph  operator  at  Rocky  Mount  is  said  not  to  understand  the 
English  language.  It  seems  to  me  very  desirable  that  this  line  should 
be  extended  to  Tarborough  at  once.  I  also  think  it  would  be  less  ex 
pensive  than  to  keep  a  line  of  couriers  on  the  road. 

I  shall  leave  here  to-day  for  Hamilton,  where  my  headquarters  will 
be  established  till  I  can  become  well  acquainted  with  the  roads  or  Gen 
eral  Wessells  shall  move  from  Plymouth.  The  presence  of  this  general 
in  Plymouth  with  his  brigade  made  it  advisable,  in  my  judgment,  to 
move  Colonel  Martin's  regiment  to  Hamilton.  I  found  also  that  on  ac 
count  of  the  scarcity  of  tools  the  working  detail  from  the  .Forty-seventh 
Regiment  wonld  not  be  heavy. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  MARTIN, 
Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  MARTIN'S  BRIGADE, 

Hamilton,  May  17,  1863. 
Maj.  ARCHER  ANDERSON, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  General  HiIVs  Hdqrs.,  Goldsborough : 

MAJOR  :  I  returned  here  last  night.  Another  prisoner  from  the 
Ninety-sixth  New  York  Regiment  was  brought  in  yesterday.  I  exam 
ined  him  carefully  to-day.  He  confirms  in  all  essential  points  the  in 
formation  derived  from  the  two  whom  I  examined  at  the  cavalry  camp 
near  Williamston.  He  says  the  Ninety-second  New  York,  one  of  Wes 
sells7  brigade,  was  left  in  the  fort  opposite  New  Berne,  but  a  Massachu 
setts  regiment  took  its  place  in  the  brigade  at  Plymouth.  The  regi 
ments  arc  small ;  only  nine  companies  in  the  Ninety-sixth  New  York; 
all  the  officers  of  Company  G  in  that  regiment  having  resigned — the  men 
were  transferred  to  other  companies.  The  prisoner's  company  had  not- 
more  than  25  for  duty  and  the  regiment  did  not  exceed  300.  He  thought 
all  the  others  were  rather  larger,  but  could  not  say  positively.  General 
Hunt  had  been  in  Plymouth  and  in  command  of  Wessells'  brigade  dur 
ing  the  absence  of  the  latter  on  account  of  the  death  of  his  wife,  but  had 
returned  to  New  Berne. 

I  think  I  have  made  such  arrangements  as  will  give  me  information 
from  Plymouth  through  our  own  people  in  a  few  days. 

The  Seventeenth  reached  Hamilton  yesterday.  Colonel  Griffin  re 
ports  that  there  are  500  of  the  enemy's  infantry  at  Hill's  Point  and  the 
same  number  at  Rodman's  farm;  ten  regiments  of  infantry,  several 
pieces  of  light  artillery,  and  about  40  cavalry  ( Jocknick's),  besides  a 
company  of  40  cavalry,  now  in  Washington,  it  is  thought  there  is  no 
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other  cavalry  on  the  south  side  of  Tar  Eiver.  The  enemy  has  infantry 
and  cavalry  pickets  1£  miles  from  Washington  on  the  Plymouth,  James- 
ville,  and  Williamston  road,  and  fences  across  the  two  first  named.  He 
has  strengthened  his  earthworks  near  the  town,  the  work  having  been 
done  by  negroes.  Also  that  there  is  no  direct  communication  with 
Washington  on  either  side  of  the  river.  Enemy  not  active  and  the  cit 
izens  have  not  been  much  troubled  on  the  north  side.  Bacon  is  still 
brought  over  the  lines.  This  I  believe  is  extensively  done,  and  I  think 
it  advisable  to  permit  its  continuance  and  allow  the  persons  doing  so  to 
return  without  difficulty. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  MARTIN, 
Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

May  U),  1863. 
Brigadier-General  PETTIGREW, 

Commanding  Forces  at  Hanover  Junction  : 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  the  14th  instant  is  received. 

The  commanding  general  desires  me  to  inform  you  that  he  thinks  it 
best  that  you  should  dispose  of  all  your  cavalry  to  the  east  and  south 
of  the  railroad  and  depend  upon  the  cavalry  of  this  army  to  cover  you 
in  the  direction  of  the  Bappahannock  and  Gordonsville,  your  cavalry 
being  disposed  so  as  to  watch  the  enemy  in  tbe  direction  of  West  Point 
and  the  Peninsula.  The  general  further  desires  that  you  will  always 
keep  your  command  well  in  hand,  so  as  to  be  able  to  operate  in  any 
direction  with  the  greatest  promptness. 

You  will  find  inclosed  the  order  regulating  the  transportation  of  bag 
gage  of  the  army.  You  are  desired  to  regulate  the  transportation  of 
your  command  according  to  this  order. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  LONG, 
Colonel  and  Military  Secretary. 


HAMILTON,  N.  0.,  May  18, 1863. 
General  HILL,  Commanding,  &c.,  Goldxborough  : 

GENERAL  :  I  regret  I  should  not  have  understood  your  wishes  about 
the  Seventeenth  North  Carolina  Regiment,  as  I  would  not  then  have 
moved  it  to  this  point.  As  it  is  here,  and  the  officers  and  men  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  roads  and  swamps  of  this  vicinity,  due  from  a  tour 
of  field  service,  I  shall  order  Colonel  Gibbs  to  Greenville. 

I  shall  leave  for  Greenville  to-morrow  to  make  it  my  headquarters. 

Your  letter  of  the  17th  was  received  at  1  o'clock.  This  will  be  sent 
by  return  courier. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  MARTIN, 
Brigadier-  General. 

None  of  the  unattached  companies  have  arrived  here,  and  nothing 
has  been  heard  of  any  of  them  in  answer  to  the  Governor's  order. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Fredericlcsburg,  May  20,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va. : 

SIR:  The  services  of  General  Longstreet  will  be  required  with  this 
army.  Upon  his  leaving  the  department  south  of  James  River  I  had 
supposed  its  command  would  have  devolved  upon  General  D.  H.  Hill 
as  the  senior  major-general.  He  informed  me  this  morning  that  he 
directed  the  three  major,-generals  in  command  of  the  several  districts  to 
report  directly  to  the  War  Department.  I  would  recommend,  therefore, 
that  General  D.  H.  Hill  be  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  department 
between  James  River  and  the  Cape  Fear.  The  battery  at  Drewry's 
Bluff,  if  considered  more  convenient,  could  be  embraced  within  the  com 
mand  of  General  Elzey.  I  wish  General  Hill  to  make  such  disposition 
of  his  troops  as  to  give  me  all  the  force  that  can  be  spared  from  North 
Carolina.  Jenkins'  brigade,  belonging  to  Pickett's  division,  is  still  on  the 
Blaekwater,  and  I  do  not  like  to  order  it  up  until  I  hear  whether  proper 
dispositions  are  made  to  relieve  it.  It  is  much  wanted  with  its  division. 
Our  scouts  report  that  General  Heiiitzelman,  with  his  corps  from  Wash 
ington,  has  joined  General  Hooker,  Governor  Curtin  having  promised 
to  defend  Washington  City  with  20,000  State  troops.  I  have  not  heard 
yet  of  any  fleet  of  transports  ascending  the  Potomac.  Single  transports 
are  frequently  seen  coming  up  the  river.  Yesterday  forty  transports 
were  counted  at  Aquia  Creek.  Regiments  of  the  two  years'  men  are 
being  discharged,  I  learn,  as  their  time  expires,  and  it  is  thought  are 
sent  off  at  night. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

May  20,  18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  ARNOLD  ELZEY, 

Commanding  Department  of  Richmond,  Va.  : 

GENERAL:  A  party  of  deserters  from  the  North  Carolina  regiments 
(if  this  army  left  camp  last  night,  taking  their  arms  and  equipments  with 
them.  Some  of  them  are  supposed  to  be  making  for  Ashe  County,  North 
Carolina,  and  many,  it  is  said,  cross  the  James  River  at  Lumberion, 
about  45  miles  above  Richmond,  and  Roanoke  at  Horse  Ford  Mill. 
General  Lee  directs  me  to  request  that  your  guards  be  instructed  to  be 
on  the  alert  for  them,  and  if  practicable  the  points  indicated  be  watched 
and  guarded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  IT.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Abstract  from  Field  Return  of  troops  commanded  l>y  Maj.  Gen.  S.   G.  French,  May  20, 

1863.     (Ivor,  r«.) 


Troops. 

Present  for 
duty. 

"3 
2 

1 
3 

Ht 

UJ 

Ic 

it 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Officers. 

- 

% 

250 
163 

21 

27 
4 

2,394 
2,414 
89 
194 
510 
.56 
76 

2,  9G5 
2,  971 
](H 
224 
598 
66 
88 
360 
193 

'    4,120 
3,  455 

260 

70S 
71 
92 
612 

286 

Davis'  brigade               

32d  l{o°iinent  Virginia,  Volunteers* 

4  1st  North  Carolina  Cavalry  t  -  

Al  oscjlo  V'H  artillery         

^Bradford's  battery 

Caiup  I'aroled  Prisoners  & 

13 

137 

Grand  total  

489 

5,870       7,625 

9,836 

*  Ono  company  detached.                               t  A  portion  only.                                     J  Not  classified. 
§  Does  not  include  exchanged  prisoners.                                                                     U  No  report. 

BURWELL'S  BAY,  May  21,  1803. 
Maj.  WILLIAM  NORRIS,  Chief  of  Signal  Corps: 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  safe  return,  with  dates  of  the  20th 
instant.  The  Yankees  at  West  Point  have  been  re  enforced,  but  from 
the  best  information  I  can  obtain  they  do  not,  1  think,  number  more 
than  10,000.  Five  or  six  light  batteries  and  all  the  spare  horses  and 
mnles  at  Fortress  Monroe  were  sent  to  Yorktown  on  Monday.  The  force 
at  Suffolk  still  numbers  about  15,000. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  II.  CAUSEY, 

Captain,  C.  8.  Army. 

RICHMOND.  May  21,  1863. 
General  D.  H.  HILL,  Goldsborouyh  : 

You  had  better  wait  for  receipt  of  General  Lee's  letter  to  you.  I  have 
telegraphed  him  to  send  a  oepy.  The  President  says  the  letter  refers 
the  matter  to  your  discretion  according  as  you  may  find  the  strength 
of  the  enemy  to  be. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 

Raleigli,  May  21,  1863. 
His  Excellency  President  DAVIS  : 

DEAR  SIR:  Captain  Elliott,  commanding  a  company  of  State  troops, 
captured  last  Saturday  two  steamers  in  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake 
Canals,  one  of  them  carrying  a  large  mail.  Upon  overlooking  the  mail, 
in  addition  to  various  items  of  intelligence,  we  found  a  letter  from  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Montgomery,  in  Washington  City,  to  General  Fos 
ter,  at  Nuw  Berne,  proposing  a  general  negro  insurrection  and  destruc- 
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tion  of  all  railroad  bridges,  £c.,  in  the  South.     I  inclose  you  a  copy  of 
the  letter,  giving  all  the  minutia  of  the  damnable  scheme.     You  can  of 
course  make  such  use  of  it  as  you  may  think  best.    The  necessity  for 
increased  diligence  in  guarding  our  bridges,  &c.,  is  apparent. 
The  letter  has  not  yet  been  made  public. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

Z.  B.  YANCE. 

[Inclosure.l 

WASHINGTON,  D.  0.,  May  12, 18G3. 
Major  General  FOSTER, 

Comdg.  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Beaufort,  N.  C.  : 

GENERAL  :  A  plan  has  been  formed  for  a  simultaneous  movement  to 
sever  the  rebel  communications  throughout  the  whole  South,  which  lias 
been  sent  to  some  general  in  each  military  department  in  the  seceded 
States,  in  order  that  they  may  act  in  concert  and  thus  secure  success. 
Tho  plan  is  to  induce  the  blacks  to  make  a  concerted  and  simultaneous 
movement  or  rising,  on  the  night  of  the  1st  of  August  next,  over  the 
entire  States  in  rebellion;  to  arm  themselves  with  any  and  every  kind 
of  weapon  that  may  come  to  hand  and  commence  operations  by  burn 
ing  all  railroad  and  country  bridges  and  tearing  up  railroad  tracks  and 
destroying  telegraph  lines,  &c.,  and  then  take  to  the  woods,  the  swamps, 
or  the  mountains,  whence  they  may  emerge,  as  occasion  may  offer,  for 
provisions  and  for  further  depredations.  No  blood  is  to  be  shed  except 
in  self-defense.  The  corn  will  be  in  roastiug-ears  about  the  1st  of  Au 
gust,  and  with  this  and  hogs  running  in  the  woods,  and  by  foraging 
upon  the  plantations  by  night,  they  can  subsist.  This  is  the  plan,  in 
substance,  and  if  we  can  obtain  a  concerted  movement  at  the  time 
named  it  will  doubtless  be  successful.  The  main  object  of  this  letter  is 
to  state  the  time  for  the  rising,  that  it  may  be  simultaneous  over  the 
whole  South.  To  carry  the  plan  into  effect  in  the  department  in  which 
you  have  a  command,  you  are  requested  to  select  one  or  more  intelligent 
contrabands,  and  after  telling  them  the  plan  and  the  time  (night  of  the 
1st  of  August)  you  will  send  them  into  the  interior  of  the  country, 
within  the  enemy's  lines,  and  where  slaves  are  numerous,  with  instruc 
tions  to  communicate  the  plan  and  the  time  to  as  many  intelligent 
slaves  as  possible,  and  requesting  of  each  to  circulate  it  far  and  wide 
over  the  country,  so  that  we  may  be  able  to  make  the  rising  understood 
by  several  hundred  thousand  slaves  by  the  time  named. 

When  you  have  made  these  arrangements  please  inclose  this  letter 
to  some  other  general  commanding  in  the  same  department  with  your 
self — some  one  whom  you  know  or  believe  to  be  favorable  to  such  move 
ment — and  he  in  turn  is  requested  to  send  it  to  another,  and  so  on  until 
it  has  traveled  the  entire  rounds  of  the  department,  and  each  command 
and  post  will  in  this  way  be  acting  together  in  the  employment  of  negro 
slaves  to  carry  the  plan  into  effect. 

In  this  way  the  plan  will  be  adopted  at  the  same  time  and  in  concert 
over  the  whole  South,  and  yet  no  one  of  all  engaged  in  it  will  learn  the 
names  of  his  associates  and  will  only  know  the  number  of  generals  act 
ing  together  in  the  movement.  To  give  this  last  information,  and  be 
fore  inclosing  this  letter  to  some  other  general,  put  the  numeral  I  after 
the  word  "  Approved"  at  the  bottom  of  this  sheet,  and  when  it  has  gone 
the  rounds  of  the  department  the  person  last  receiving  it  will  please 
reinclose  it  to  my  address,  that  I  may  thus  know  and  communicate  the 
fact  that  the  plan  is  being  carried  out  at  the  same  time. 
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Be  assured,  sir,  that  I  will  inform  every  department  in  the  seceded 
States  of  the  plan  and  the  time,  that  the  movement  may  thus  be  gen 
eral  and  simultaneous. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUSTUS  S.  MONTGOMERY. 

NOTE. — This  letter  may  be  sent  to  other  departments  farther  south 
after  having  gone  the  rounds  of  yours,  which  will  show  to  all  that  the 
plan  is  being  generally  adopted.  • 

DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 
Approved. 

C.  MARSHALL, 
Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  SOUTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

Ivor,  May  22,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  ARNOLD  ELZEY,  Richmond,  Va.: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  received  your  telegrams  respecting  Smooths  bat 
tery.  Ever  since  I  have  been  here  (after  leaving  Richmond)  we  have 
been  occupied  with  the  enemy.  They  appeared  at  Carrsville  with 
12,000  men,  thirty  pieces  of  artillery,  and  cavalry,  and  commenced  tak 
ing  up  the  railroad.  They  were  driven  back  2  miles  to  where  they  were 
strongly  intrenched.  Last  night  information  came  that  there  were 
three  gunboats  coming  up  the  Chowau  and  that  they  were  not  far 
below  the  Meherrin,  and  to-day  they  are  in  strong  force  within  8  miles 
of  this  place;  nevertheless  I  ordered  back  the  guns,  though  much 
wanted  to  protect  the  steamers  we  have  at  Franklin  and  for  the  de 
fenses  of  the  river. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

S.  G.  FRENCH, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

May  22,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  II.  HILL, 

Commanding  District  of  North  Carolina : 

GENERAL  :  I  am  informed  by  telegram  from  General  Cooper  that  you 
have  received  my  telegram  but  not  my  letter  from  Richmond  of  the  16th.* 
I  herewith  inclose  you  a  copy  of  the  letter.  I  have  nothing  in  addition 
to  say,  further  than  our  scouts  have  not  reported  the  passage  of  any 
large  fleets  of  vessels  (transports)  from  Suffolk  up  the  Potomac,  but 
have  reported  a  number  of  individual  vessels  bearing  troops.  Re-en 
forcements  of  30,000  men  have  also  reached  Hooker  from  the  direction 
of  Washington  since  the  late  battles.  Four  gunboats  are  reported  as 
cending  the  Rappahamiock  below  Urbana,  and  a  scout  who  has  just 
returned  from  the  enemy's  lines  reports  that  every  indication  leads  to 
the  belief  that  he  is  preparing  for  an  early  move. 

Your  particular  attention  is  called  to  the  inclosed  letter,  and  you  are 
desired  to  push  forward  re-enforcements  from  North  Carolina  as  rapidly 


*  See  Lee  to  Hill,  of  that  date, 
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as  circumstances  will  permit.  I  wish  to  be  able  to  oppose  the  full 
strength  of  this  army  to  the  enemy  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  meet 
him  again. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


CAMP  FREDERiCKSBURa,  May  22,  1803. 
General  ARNOLD  ELZEY,  Commanding,  &c.  : 

GENERAL:  Captain  Capps,  Fifteenth  Virginia  Cavalry,  on  duty  in 
King  William  County,  reports  that  Mr.  Davis,  whose  home  is  at  West 
Point,  and  who  at  this  time  is  employed  in  the  Confederate  Navy,  has 
been  noticing  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  states  that  they  have 
left  in  part.  Three  transports  left  on  the  15th  loaded  with  troops. 
There  appears  now  to  be  there  two  squadrons  of  cavalry,  one  company 
artillery,  anil  a  small  portion  of  infantry.  About  1,000  negroes  are  at 
work  on  the  intrenchments.  All  the  gunboats  and  transports  have  left 
except  two.  They  appear  to  be  ferry-boats.  Have  you  received  intelli 
gence  corroborating  this,  or  can  you  ascertain  what  is  the  condition  of 
things  ?  It  was  reported  yesterday  that  four  gunboats  were  ascend 
ing  the  Bappahaunock  and  had  come  within  12  miles  of  Tappahannock. 
Milroy  has  recrossed  the  mountains  and  returned  to  the  valley.  Our 
scouts  north  of  the  Eappahannock  report  indications  of  another  move 
on  the  part  of  General  Hooker.  Seven  pieces  of  artillery  and  some  in 
fantry  have  reached  Stafford  Court- House  from  Dumfries.  Heintzelman 
is  said  to  have  joined  him.  Eeports  from  Alexandria  state  that  30,000 
new  troops  are  to  be  sent  to  him.  May  I  ask  you  to  report  these  cir 
cumstances  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  his  information  ? 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  >  ADJT.  AND  INSPECTOR  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 
No.  122.  f  Richmond,  May  22,  18(53. 

»  *  *  *  *  *  * 

X.  Major  Wren  will  proceed  with  his  battalion  in  the  direction  of 
Lynchburg,  Va.,  to  guard  the  passes  on  the  James  Eiver.  Quarter 
master's  and  commissary  departments  will  provide  forage  and  rations. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  # 

XX.  Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Steuart,  Provisional  Army  of  the  Con 
federate  States,  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Fredericks  burg,  Va.,aiui 
report  to  General  E.  E.  Lee  for  assignment  to  duty. 

####"#*# 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War  : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  May  23, 1863. 
Major-General  HILL,  Commanding,  &c.,  Goldsborough : 

GENERAL  :  I  send  you  a  note  from  Shays.*  They  seem  over  the 
lines  to  be  busy  fortifying  themselves.  1  do  not  think  they  will  shortly 

*Not  found, 
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advance,  though  the  manner  in  which  we  are  stripped  of  troops  from 
Savannah  up  must  be  a  great  bait  for  them. 

I  am  in  hopes  we  may  hear  something  more  favorable  about  the 
Southwest.  Pembertou  is  said  to  have  had  over  60.000.  What  can  he 
be  about?  *  *  * 

Very  truly,  yours, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
FredericJcsburg,  May  25,  18G3. 
General  I).  H.  HILL, 

Commanding/  Department  South  of  James  River  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  received  by  courier  your  letter  of  the  21st.  I  am 
much  gratified  to  learn  that  the  enemy  has  been  so  harassed  and  pun 
ished  during  the  past  months,  and  wish  that  your  force  was  sufficient 
to  drive  them  from  the  State.  If  your  information  is  correct  that  their 
troops  are  moving  from  the  State  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  spare  the 
brigades  belonging  to  this  army.  They  are  very  essential  to  aid  in  the 
effort  to  turn  back  the  tide  of  war  that  is  now  pressing  south. 

Since  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville  the  enemy  has  made  a  lodgment 
at  West  Point,  the  confluence  of  the  Pamunkey  and  Mattapony  Rivers, 
and  are  fortifying  that  neck.  Whether  it  is  a  feint  <jr  preparation  for 
a  new  base  of  operations  I  do  not  know.  I  have  thought  it  probable 
that  the  troops  from  your  department  may  be  in  process  of  transference 
to  that  point.  I  therefore  desire  that  you  direct  Brigadier-General 
Jenkins  to  join  his  division  (Pickett's)  at  Hanover  Junction,  and  Brig 
adier-General  Ransom  to  repair  to  Richmond.  Should  it  be  necessary 
to  move  him  farther  he  will  receive  orders  from  General  Elzey,  to 
whom  he  will  report.  You  can  retain  Brigadier-General  Cooke  for  the 
present,  or  until  you  can  more  fully  ascertain  the  intentions  of  the  en 
emy,  and  see  what  dispositions  you  can  best  make  for  the  protection 
of  your  department..  I  think,  if  necessary,  troops  may  be  drawn  from 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia  to  re-enforce  you,  as  I  can  hardly  suppose 
that  the  enemy  contemplates  any  serious  invasion  of  that  department 
this  summer.  I  think,  too,  the  season  has  passed  for  making  any  move 
ment  in  North  Carolina  more  than  raids  of  devastation  or  attempts  to 
retain  there  our  troops  in  idleness.  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  frustrate 
und  punish  all  such  efforts. 

I  am  very  much  in  need  of  cavalry,  and  if  you  can  spare  another  reg 
iment,  as  you  suggest,  I  will  be  much  obliged  to  you  to  order  it  to  repair 
to  Orange  Court-IIouse  and  report  to  General  Stuart.  I  am  told  there 
is  a  regiment  on  the  Blackwater,  whose  horses  are  in  good  condition, 
which,  if  you  could  replace  by  another,  it  might  be  well  to  send. 

If  you  require  General  Robertson  to  command  or  organize  the  cavalry 
in  your  department  I  will  return  him  to  you. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  IJEE, 

General. 

NAVAL  COMMANDANT'S  OFFICE, 

Wilmington ,  N.  <7.,  May  25,  J863. 
Li  e  u  ten  an  t-  G  en  era  1  LoNGSTREET , 

Commanding  Military  Department,  Petersburg,  Va.  : 
GENERAL  :  I  have  serious  misgivings  as  to  the  safety  of  the  gunboat 
and  floating  battery  building  near  Scotland  Neck,  upon  the  Roanoke. 
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Unless  there  be  a  cavalry  force  on  the  left  baiik  to  give  notice  of  the 
enemy's  approach,  by  a  sudden  raid  across  from  Winston,  our  work  can 
be  destroyed  by  a  night's  raid,  thus  crushing  all  our  hopes  of  repossess 
ing  Albeinarle  Sound. 

It  is  not  for  me  to  suggest  any  course  to  you,  who  are  so  much  better 
qualified  to  determine  what  should  be  done,  and  I  simply  express  my 
anxiety  for  the  vessels,  upon  which  we  are  working  with  all  possible 
rapidity,  and  ask  you  to  protect  them,  for  I  have  not  men  sufficient  to 
compose  the  crew  of  the  iron-clad  almost  completed  here. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  LYNCH, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  Naval  Defenses,  North  Carolina. 

[Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS,  June  7, 1863. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Hill. 

JAMES  LONGSTKEET, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

May  26,  1863. 
His  Excellency  "ZEBULON  B.  VANCE, 

Governor  of  North  Carolina,  Raleigh  : 

GOVERNOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  21st  instant,  with  its  inclosures,  for  which  I  return  you  my 
thanks. 

I  think  the  course  pursued  by  you  with  reference  to  the  letter  of  Mont 
gomery,  in  withholding  it  from  publication,  judicious  and  proper.  I  would 
suggest  that  measures  be  taken  to  advise  all  the  State  authorities  and 
military  commanders  privately  of  the  proposed  insurrection,  in  order 
that  they  may  be  upon  their  guard  and  take  the  necessary  precautions 
to  prevent  the  movement  and  protect  public  and  other  property. 

I  thank  you  for  the  copy  of  the  order  showing  the  regiments  of  nine 
months7  men  that  go  out  of  service,  and  hope  your  adjutant-general 
may  succeed  in  ascertaining  the  number  of  regiments  in  the  Depart 
ment  of  North  Carolina.  The  information  would  be  useful,  and  I  should 
like  to  have  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

May  26,  1863. 
The  Hon.  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  forwarded 
to  me  on  the  21st  instant  by  His  Excellency  Governor  Vance,  of  North 
Carolina.*  Governor  Vance  states  that  it  is  a  copy  of  an  original  letter 
addressed  to  General  Foster,  and  recently  taken  in  a  Federal  mail,  cap 
tured  by  some  of  our  troops  in  the  State  service.  The  Governor  also 
says  that  he. has  not  given  publicity  to  the  letter,  a  course  which  I  have 
advised  him  that  I  consider  prudent  and  judicious.  I  have  suggested 

*  {See  ineloauie  to  Vuiiue'a  letter,  p. 
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to  Governor  Vance  to  cause  the  State  and  military  authorities  to  be 
confidentially  advised  of  the  proposed  movement,  that  proper  precau 
tionary  measures  may  be  adopted.  Without  knowing  anything  of  the 
letter  or  the  writer,  further  than  may  be  inferred  from  the  apparent  in 
dications  of  the  connection  of  the  latter  either  with  those  in  authority 
or  with  others  who  have  united  to  carry  out  this  diabolical  project,  I 
deem  it  my  duty  to  lay  the  matter  before  you  for  such  action  as  you 
may  see  fit  to  take  in  the  premises. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  )          HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 
No.  20.  }  Goldslorough,  May  26,  1863. 

The  department  commander  announces  the  well-known  fact  of  the 
death  of  the  great  and  good  Jackson,  not  merely  in  order  to  pay  a  trib 
ute  to  the  illustrious  dead,  but  also  to  incite  the  troops  to  imitate  his 
example.  His  name  has  been  identified  with  almost  all  the  great  battles 
of  the  war,  and  his  genius  and  courage  have  been  the  chief  elements  in 
Southern  success  and  Yankee  discomfiture.  The  eagle  glance  and  iron 
will  of  the  great  commander  were  happily  united  in  him  with  the  patient, 
uncomplaining  endurance  of  the  common  soldier. 

His  wonderful  battles  have  contributed  largely  to  our  independence, 
and  his  great  fame  has  shed  a  halo  of  glory  over  his  beloved  South. 
But  his  virtues  as  a  man  will  be  as  fondly  remembered  by  his  country 
men  as  the  brilliant  deeds  of  his  military  career.  He  has  taught  us 
that  he  who  most  fears  God  the  least  fears  man;  that  the  most  exalted 
courage  may  be  associated  with  the  modesty  of  the  shrinking  girl  j  that 
the  lips  which  were  never  defiled  with  ribaldry  and  profanity  could 
cheer  on  most  loudly  amidst  the  roar  of  cannon  and  the  clash  of  arms. 
His  whole  life  was  a  rebuke  to  the  intriguing,  the  selfish,  the  cowardly, 
the  vulgar,  and  the  profane. 

The  pure  man  will  be  loved  as  much  as  the  heroic  soldier  will  be  ad 
mired  in  the  future  ages  of  the  republic. 

Let  us  drop  our  laurel  upon  his  bier,  but  remember  that  we  may  best 
honor  him  by  striving  day  and  night,  and  with  his  unwavering  trust  in 
God,  to  secure  the  independence  for  which  he  gave  his  life. 

I).  H.  HILL, 
Major-  General. 


GOLDSBOROUGH,  N.  C.,  May  27,  1863. 
Major- General  WHITING  : 

GENERAL  :  Kansom  has  been  ordered  to  Virginia.  His  first  regiment 
leaves  to-day.  This  makes  us  very  weak.  The  mail  captured  by  the 
guerrillas  showed  the  astonishing  fact  that  there  are  thirty-one  regi 
ments  at  New  Berne,  and  that  instead  of  sending  oil'  they  have  been 
receiving  troops.  Nine  regiments  are  there  mentioned  which  were  not 
in  my  original  list  and  of  which  I  have  never  seen  any  mention  in  their 
papers.  Take  care  that  we  are  not  all  bagged  some  of  these  days. 

Jones,  the  great  brigand,  was  really  killed  'in  my  chase  of  him  the 
other  day.  He  was  a  bold,  dangerous,  bad  man.  His  work  has  been 
that  of  the  Comanche. 

I  am  afraid  that  our  scouts  knew  nothing  of  the  strength  of  the  Yan- 
68  R  R — VOL  XVIII 
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keesj  they  have  been  relying  entirely  upon  what  the  citizens  tell  them, 
and  now  that  the  blockade  is  strict  they  know  nothing.     I  hope  that 
your  works  are  strong  on  Sound  and  Holly  Stretch  road. 
Direct  to  Petersburg. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major- General. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Goldsborough,  N.  6\,  May  27,  1863. 
[General  A.  H.  UOLQUITT:] 

GENERAL  :  This  will  be  handed  you  by  Major  Nethercutt,  who  has  a 
battalion  of  Partisan  Eangers  on  the  Upper  Trent  road. 

General  Eaiisom  is  leaving  at  a  very  unfortunate  time,  as  the  Yankees 
are  certainly  in  large  force  at  New  Berne,  and  neither  you  nor  Cooke 
know  the  country. 

You  will  find  Major  Nethercutt  a  very  trustful,  reliable,  and  worthy 
man.  He  is  thoroughly  posted  in  regard  to  the  country.  Major  Nether- 
cutt  has  about  500  men.  Capt.  0.  G.  Wright  is  there  with  a  battalion  of 
300  men.  Maj.  J.  N.  Whitford  is  at  Coward's  Bridge  with  some  400  men. 
He  should  be  ordered  up  in  case  of  an  advance  upon  Kinston.  You 
can  thus  bring  into  battle  upward  of  5,000  men.  General  Martin  is  at 
Greenville  with  two  regiments  and  could  be  sent  for  in  case  anything 
serious  should  occur.  He  is  your  senior,  and  after  General  Ransom  has 
left  he  will  be  in  charge  of  this  State.  Telegraph  to  me  promptly  at 
Petersburg  should  there  be  a  serious  movement. 

Do  not  attempt  to  fight  farther  out  than  the  Southwest.  You  can 
whip  any  force  upon  the  Neuse  and  Lower  Trent  road ;  but  should  the 
Yankees  swing  round  on  the  upper  road — the  Upper  Trent  and  Wil 
mington  road — you  may  cross  over  to  attack  their  rear  or  fall  back  across 
the  river.  It  will  never  do  to  fight  in  the  earthworks  just  over  the 
bridge. 

Have  the  new  bridge  finished  rapidly ;  clear  away  all  the  trees  on  the 
other  side  for  at  least  500  yards  and  have  strong  batteries  and  ritie-pits 
to  protect  the  bridge.  After  you  have  finished  the  bridge  the  old 
bridge  could  be  destroyed  in  case  of  an  advance.  Those  silly  works 
near  the  bridge  on  the  other  side  could  then  be  destroyed^as  the  Yankees 
would  use  them  as  batteries  against  the  town. 

I  hope  that  you  may  have  great  success  in  your  new  field.     Study  the 
roads  and  country  rapidly. 
With  great  respect, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major-  General. 


GOLDSBOROUGH,  N.  0.,  May  27,  1863. 
General  E.  E.  LEE,  Commanding/  Army: 

GENERAL:  I  wrote  to  you  two  days  ago  that  the  information  through 
the  captured  mail  showed  that  there  were  thirty  one  regiments  in  New 
Berne  and  possibly  six  more,  as  six  others,  nut.  mentioned  in  the  letters, 
weie  known  to  be  there  before  the  battle  of  Ohancellorsville.  I  received 
your  order  last  night  to  remove  Kaiisom.  My  transportation  is  very 
limited,  and  it  will  take  three  days  to  get  him  off.  I  hope  that  you  will 
replace  Kansom  by  one  of  the  shattered  brigades^else  the  railroad  can 
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be  cut  and  possibly  Wilmington  be  taken.  Tlie  removal  of  Ransom  I 
regard  as  hazardous  at-  this  time  unless  you  move  soon.  I  go  ou  to-day 
to  Petersburg  to  be  provost-marshal  there. 

As  soon  as  I  know  where  Brigadier-General  Jenkins  is  I  will  order 
him  to  join  General  Pickett. 
With  great  respect, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major- General. 

P.  S. — I  have  sent  you  about  0,500  on  paper,  possibly  8,000  effectives, 
if  the  partisan  cavalry  can  be  called  effectives.  I  have  received  in 
return  about  1,500  effective  men,  really  good  and  true. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  offer  of  Brigadier-General  Robertson, 
but  he  has  been  once  in  this  department. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

May  28,  1803. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Kinston,  N.  C.  : 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  the  25th  instant  is  received.  I  regret  to 
hear  of  the  occurrence  reported  by  you,  and  fear  that  the  regiment 
allowed  itself  to  be  surprised.  I  am  gratified,  however,  that  you  drove 
the  enemy  back  so  promptly  to  his  iiitreiichinents  and  did  all  in  your 
power  to  retrieve  the  disaster. 

With  reference  to  the  Federal  force  in  North  Carolina,  I  have  ob 
served  that  the  department  has  been  divided  into  three  districts,  a  list 
of  which,  with  the  names  of  the  commanders,  I  inclose.  The  name  of 
General  Foster  is  not  mentioned.  He  may  still  command  the  depart 
ment  or  he  may  have  been  withdrawn.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for 
the  troops  that  have  appeared  at  West  Point,  unless  they  came  from 
North  Carolina ;  I  do  not  think  they  were  taken  from  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  All  the  information  received  indicates  that  none  have  gone 
down  the  Potomac.  On  the  contrary,  troops  have  been  reported  coin 
ing  up  the  river,  and  Hooker  has  received  re-enforcements  since  the 
late  battles.  I  supposed  that  the  troops  at  West  Point  might  have 
come  from  North  Carolina  and  that  General  Foster  maybe  in  command 
or  that  he  will  be.  The  division  of  the  department  into  districts  would 
indicate  that  active  operations  on  an  extensive  scale  were  not  contem 
plated,  but  rather  the  occupancy  of  the  country. 

I  think  your  view  with  regard  to  the  letters  correct,  and  that  the 
writers  addressed  them  to  their  correspondents  in  ignorance  of  their 
having  left  North  Carolina,  a  fact  that  would  of  course  be  withheld  as 
long  as  possible  from  the  knowledge  of  the  public. 

My  letter  of  the  25th  instant  will  have  already  apprised  you  that  I 
desire  Jenkins  to  be  ordered  to  rejoin  his  division  at  once  at  Hanover 
Junction,  and  Ransom  to  proceed  to  Richmond,  where  he  will  receive 
further  orders  through  General  Elzey,  if  it  be  necessary.  The  same  let 
ter  will  have  advised  you  that  you  can  retain  General  Cooke  for  the 
present,  until  you  have  better  ascertained  the  enemy's  intentions  and 
made  the  best  provision  for  the  defense  of  your  department. 

When  General  Lougstreet  left  the  south  side  of  the  James  a  consid 
erable  amount  of  transportation  remained,  from  which  Colonel  Corley 
lias  directed  Colquittfs  brigade  to  be  supplied.  I  thought  this  better 
than  to  send  the  transportation  he  left  here,  as  the  distance  is  great. 
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I  inclose  t\ou  a  statement  of  the  artillery  on  the  Blackwater  and  near 
Petersburg.*  The  heavy  batteries  of  Dabney  and  Snioot  are  intended 
to  operate  on  the -rivers  and  are  best  for  that  purpose.  I  wish  you  to 
send  me  a  report  of  the  field  batteries  in  North  Carolina,  and  would  be 
glad  to  know  whether  you  have  any  surplus  of  good  ones. 

K.  Ei,  LEE, 

General. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  28,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL,  Commanding,  &c.  : 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  to-day  has  been  just  sent  ine  by  the  Adju 
tant-General,  and  I  learn  with  some  surprise  that  both  Kansom's  brigade 
and  that  of  General  Jenkins  have  been  ordered  from  your  department 
to  join  General  Lee.  I  received  on  yesterday  a  telegram  from  General 
Lee,  recommending  that  Cookers  brigade  should  be  ordered  to  this  city, 
aud  suggesting  that  in  case  of  need  General  Beauregard  should  re  en 
force  you.  On  conference  with  the  President,  to  whom  this  telegram 
was  exhibited,  it  was  resolved  before  giving  a  positive  order  for  such 
movement  to  consult  you  as  to  its  effect  on  the  safety  of  your  command. 
General  Lee  must  have  concluded  this  recommendation  had  not  been 
complied  with  when  he  ordered  up  Kansom's  and  Jenkins7.  From  your 
exhibition  of  the  forces  of  the  enemy  in  North  Carolina  I  am  of  the  same 
opinion  with  yourself,  that  with  a  knowledge  of  the  facts  both  brigades 
would  not  have  been  ordered  from  you.  The  best  plan  will  be,  as  you 
have  started  Kansom's  brigade,  to  send  that  on  and  retain  both  Jen- 
kins'  and  Cooke's,  at  least  until  further  communication  can  be  had  with 
General  Lee  and  his  counsel  taken  on  the  new  aspect  presented  by 
your  statement  of  the  enemy's  forces  in  North  Carolina. 

General  Lee  evidently  supposes  that  the  forces  of  the  enemy  have 
been  largely  withdrawn  from  both  North  Carolina  and  Suffolk  and 
have  been  concentrated  on  the  Kappahannock  and  at  West  Point.  He 
states  in  his  telegram  that  Foster  has  been  withdrawn,  and  he  presumes 
with  his  force  has  been  sent  to  one  or  other  of  the  last-named  points. 
It  will  certainly  be  better  that  he  should  have  fuller  information  before 
you  carry  out  his  instructions  fully. 

With  high  esteem,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  THE  CAPE  FEAR, 

Wilmington,  May  28,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Petersburg  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  your  letter,  and  don't  like  the  news  eithern)f  Kan 
som's  departure  or  the  force  of  the  enemy.  What  can  we  do  ?  Cooke 
cannot  defend  Kinston  by  himself  and  1  cannot  aid  him.  I  should  find 
hard  work  to  hold  Wilmington  by  my  force,  and  he  cannot  aid  me.  I 
don't  think  Beauregard  can  help  me  now.  Do  try  and  get  some  troops 
down  here.  They  will  surely  make  a  raid  on  the  railroad  as  soon  as 
they  learn  you  are  gone,  and  the  scoundrels  hear  almost  everything. 

*Not  found. 
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Tbe  Governor  is  calling  back  his  negroes,  which  troubles  me  greatly. 
You  know  I  ain  not  yet  ready  and  have  not  yet  guns  enough.    The  labor 
of  the  past  two  months  has  been  immense. 
Very  respectfully. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-General, 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  ADJT.  AND  INSPECTOR  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 
No.  127.  ]  Richmond,  Fa.,  May  28,  1863. 

******* 

II.  The  Department  of  North  Carolina  will  hereafter  include  the  De 
partment  of  Southern  Virginia  as  far  north  as  to  embrace  the  city  of 
Petersburg  and  its  environs,  and  including  the  Appomattox  River.    All 
tbe  troops  within  this  department,  thus  extended,  will  be  under  the 
command  of  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill.     The  arrangements  for  the  parole 
and  exchange  of  prisoners  by  the  Appomattox  River  will,  as  heretofore, 
be  under  the  control  of  $he  agent  for  exchange  (Colonel  Ould),  and  the 
disposal  of  the  prisoners,  after  paroled  or  exchanged,  will  be  directed 
by  the  orders  of  Brig.  Gen.  [J.  H.]  Winder,  commanding  the  Depart 
ment  of  Henrico. 

III.  Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  French  is  relieved  from   the  Department  of 
Southern  Virginia,  and  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Mississippi,  where 

he  will  report  for  duty  to  Gen.  Joseph  Pi  Johnston. 

*  ****** 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


RICHMOND,  May  29,  18G3. 
General  R.  E.  LEE,  Fredericksburg,  Va.  : 

GENERAL:  Hill  says  he  has  reported  to  you  as  to  condition  in  North 
Carolina. 

To  withdraw  Ransom's,  Cooke's,  and  Jenkins'  brigades  is  to  abandon 
the  country  to  the  enemy,*  if  last  information  be  correct. 

Jenkins'  brigade  was  exchanged  for  the  one  which  had  previously 
guarded  the  approach  across  the  Black  water,  and  which  is  understood 
to  have  gone  up  with  General  Pickett. 

Ransom  has  been  promoted,  to  relieve  General  French,  ordered  to 
Mississippi 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


RICHMOND,  VA.,  May  30, 1863. 
His  Excellency  ZEBULON  B.  VANCE  : 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  21st  instant,  conveying  a  copy  of  a  letter  captured  from  the  enemy, 
in  which  a  plan  is  proposed  to  General  Foster  for  a  general  insurrec 
tion  of  the  slaves  on  the  night  of  August  1,  to  destroy  railroad  bridges, 
&c.  Please  accept  my  thanks  for  the  information  conveyed.  The  mat 
ter  has  been  referred  to  the  special  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
who  will  communicate  a  warning  to  generals  commanding  armies  in  the 
field. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS, 
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CONFIDENTIAL.]  HEADQUARTERS, 

Predericksburg,  May  30,  1803. 
His  Excellency  JEFFERSON  DAVIS  : 

Mr.  PRESIDENT:  I  liope  you  received  in y  reply  to  your  dispatch  of 
yesterday. 

When  in  Richmond  I  gave  General  D.  H.  Hill  discretionary  instruc 
tions,  stating  my  belief  that  the  contest  of  the  summer  would  take  place 
in  Virginia,  to  apportion  his  force  to  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  and  send 
me  every  man  he  could  spare.  He  declined  to  act  under  those  instruc 
tions  and  requested  positive  instructions.  He  now  offers  objections 
which  if  previously  presented  I  should  not  have  issued  the  latter.  You 
will  see  that  I  am  unable  to  operate  under  these  circumstances,  and  re 
quest  to  be  relieved  from  any  control  of  the  department  from  the  James 
to  the  Cape  Fear  River.  I  have  for  nearly  a  month  been  endeavoring 
to  get  this  army  in  a  condition  to  move  to  anticipate  an  expected  blow 
from  the  enemy.  I  fear  I  shall  have  to  receive  it  here  at  a  disadvantage 
or  to  retreat.  The  enemy  will  either  make  a  combined  movement  to 
force  me  back  or  transfer  his  army  to  the  James  River.  If  I  was  stronger 
I  think  I  could  prevent  either  and  force  him  batik. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  return  of  the  20th,  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant 
and  Inspector  General,  the  effective  strength  of  the  army.  If  I  could  use 
it  altogether  or  had  only  to  oppose  General  Hooker's  army  I  should  be 
content.  But  my  wish  has  been  to  organize  a  force  to  defend  Richmond 
against  the  army  apparently  collecting  on  the  York  River.  I  can  get 
no  positive  information  as  to  its  strength.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the 
scouts  sent  in  that  direction.  General  Lougstreet  when  on  the  Black- 
water  sent  a  person  to  Washington.  He  could  get  no  farther  than 
Baltimore.  No  one  but  the  military  was  allowed  on  the  cars  from 
Baltimore  to  Washington.  He  said  while  in  Baltimore  troops  were  con 
stantly  passing  to  Washington,  said  to  be  Mitchel's,  from  the  West, 
going  to  General  Hooker.  At  Old  Point,  on  his  return,  he  saw  some  of 
Foster's  troops,  and  was  informed  that  Generals  Dix,  Keyes,  and  Foster 
were  at  West  Point.  There  were  only  three  companies  at  Fort  Monroe. 

I  receive  this  information  with  some  allowance,  but  it  may  be  taken 
as  evidence  that  troops  are  being  thrown  into  Virginia. 

I  only  directed  Ransom's  brigade  to  be  sent  to  Richmond ;  Jenkins' 
to  Hanover  Junction ;  Cooke's  to  wait  till  movements  of  the  enemy  could 
be  further  ascertained. 

General  Longstreet  says  Pickett  has  no  brigade  in  the  place  of  Jen- 
kins'.  He  had  temporarily  a  brigade  formed  of  two  regiments  from 
General  Sam.  Jones  and  two  from  General  Marshall.  It  was  first  under 
Pryor  and  afterward  under  Colston.  Three  of  the  regiments  were  sent 
back  to  the  West ;  one  is  still  in  Petersburg,  or  rather  one  that  was  ex 
changed  for  it. 

This  army  has  been  diminished  since  last  fall  by  the  brigades  of  Jen 
kins,  Ransom,  Cooke,  and  Evans.  It  has  been  increased  by  Pettigrew's. 
I  consider  Colquitt's  exchanged  for  Daniel's.  General  Hill  has  retained 
in  North  Carolina  a  regiment  from  Petti  grew  and  Daniel.  General 
Hooker's  army,  as  far  as  I  can  form  an  opinion,  has  been  increased. 

1  have  given  Your  Excellency  all  the  facts  in  my  possession  to  enable 
you  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  what  is  best  to  be  done.  I  foar  the  time 
has  passed  when  I  could  have  taken  the  offensive  with  advantage.  From 
the  indications  that  reach  me,  the  enemy  is  contemplating  another  move 
ment.  I  have  not  discovered  what  it  is.  There,  may  bo  nothing  left  for 
me  to  do  but  fall  back.  General  Hill  has  in  North  Carolina  Jenkins', 
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Davis',  Cooked,,  Ransom's,  Clingman's,  and  Martin's  brigades,  a  large 
amount  of  iield  artillery,  and  three  regiments  of  cavalry;  one  of  the 
latter,  in  addition  to  the  two  sent,  he  has  offered  to  send  me.  I  have 
directed  him  to  suspend  the  execution  of  the  orders  from  me  and  await 
orders  from  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

May  30,  18G3. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HiLii', 

Commanding  Department  South  of  James: 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  May  27  has  been  received.  I  telegraphed 
to  you  this  morning  to  suspend  the  execution  of  my  order  of  the  25th 
instant.  The  President  will  give  you  such  orders  as  he  may  see  lit.  I. 
know  nothing  of  the  force HU  your  front,  but  I  attach  no  importance  to 
the  estimate  of  the  enemy's  forces  in  New  Berne  based  on  the  captured 
mail.  These  letters  only  go  to  show  that  the  writers  thought  these  reg 
iments  were  in  New  Berne  at  the  time  they  wrote. 

One  of  Longstreet's  scouts,  in  whom  he  places  some  confidence,  has 
just  returned  from  Fortress  Monroe.  He  reports  some  of  Foster's  forces 
at  that  point,  and  that  Foster,  Dix,  and  l£eyes  are  at  Yorktown  and 
West  Point. 

From  the  returns  of  Pettigrew's  and  Daniel's  brigades  the  effective 
force  of  the  two  is  5,844.  Two  cavalry  regiments  give  1,068  effectives. 
Estimating  the  third  regiment  of  cavalry  at  500,  this  will  give  a  total 
effective  of  7,500  sent  from  your  department.  Each  of  the  two  brigades 
is  reported  to  have  left  one  regiment  in  North  Carolina. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


RICHMOND,  May  30,  1863. 
General  1).  H.  HILL,  Petersburg,  Va.  : 

What  force  can  you  spase  to  General  Lee  on  the  basis  of  his  proposi 
tion  to  you  ?  Was  a  regiment  of  Pettigrew's  and  another  of  Daniel's 
brigade  left  in  your  department?  What  became  of  the  force  on  the 
Black  water  which  was  substituted  by  Jenkins'  brigade  ?  Did  it  join 
Pickett's  division  and  was  it  a  brigade? 

S.  OOOPEE, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  May  30,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL,  Commanding,  &c.: 

GENERAL:  I  inclose  you  a  copy  of  a  confidential  letter  just  received 
from  General  Lee.*  You  will  perceive  he  anticipates  a  serious  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy  by  a  sudden  inroad  to  possess  themselves  of 
Richmond,  and  urges  timely  preparation.  This  impression  on  General 
Lee's  part  accounts  in  a  measure  for  his  orders  for  the  removal  of  troops 

*  See  Leo  to  Davis,  ]».  1078. 
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from  North  Carolina,  for  he  had  recommended  a  brigade,  at  least,  to 
be  held  here. 

My  latest  intelligence  from  the  Peninsula  is  that  the  force  tin -re  is  not 
very  large  and  is  thought  either  to  be  removing  or  to  be  concentrating 
at  Yorktown.  If  the  design  of  sudden  attack  on  Richmond  be  really 
contemplated  I  think  it  not  unlikely  that  instead  of  resorting  to  the 
Peninsula  route,  on  which  they  have  hitherto  failed,  a  sudden  advance 
from  Suffolk  by  way  of  Petersburg  may  be  preferred.  It  would  be  well, 
therefore,  that  you  should  keep  yourself  as  well  advised  as  possible  of 
the  movements  of  their  troops  in  that  direction,  and  it  might  be  advis 
able,  quietly  but  effectively,  to  accomplish  such  organization  of  the 
arm-bearing  population  remaining  in  that  city  as  General  Lee  recom 
mends  here.  I  shall  endeavor  to  carry  out  his  suggestions  in  this  city; 
but  of  course  such  force  can  be  little  relied  on  5  and  in  view  of  the  im 
portance,  in  every  point  of  view,  of  defending  this  city,  I  shall  be  com 
pelled  to  have  the  aid  of  one  of  your  brigades.  That  of  Ransom's,  a  part 
of  which  has  already  reached  and  been  detained  here,  had  better  for 
the  present  be  placed  here  or  so  near  as  to  be  in  supporting  distance 
in  case  of  emergency.  I  must  rely  on  you  to  make  such  dispositions  as 
you  deem  judicious  to  render  any  other  assistance  in  your  power  should 
it  be  needed,  or  at  least  to  give  timely  notice  of  any  hostile  movements 
from  the  south  side.  I  incline  myself  to  think  the  enemy  have  work 
enough  before  them  on  the  Rappahaunock  to  demand  all  their  forces,  and 
that  such  intimations  as  have  reached  General  Lee  are  intended  to  mis 
lead.  Still,  he  is  very  cautious  and  judicious  in  forming  his  conclusions, 
and  his  advice  renders  every  precaution  possible  incumbent  on  us. 
With  high  esteem,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  THE  CAPE  FEAR, 

Wilmington,  May  30,  1 863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL,  Commanding,  &c.,  Petersburg  : 

GENERAL  :  I  will  try  to  put  a  small  force  at  Magnolia,  though  it 
pinches  me.  It  cannot  be  possible  that  Cooke  is  to  leave  too.  Ran 
som's  going  is  hard,  but  to  strip  the  whole  line  in  the  face  of  the  large 
force  in  front  of  us  is  giving  up  the  railroad.  I  hope  you  have  repre 
sented  the  condition  of  affairs,  especially  your  discovery  of  the  increase 
of  force  at  New  Berne.  The  Northern  papers  arc  full  of  accounts  of  the 
sending  on  all  the  North  Carolina  troops  to  General  Lee,  and  urging 
Foster  to  attempt  Wilmington,  representing  that  now  is  the  time.  No 
doubt  the  rascally  blockade  runners  carry  information  also.  Recollect 
that  if  they  drive  Colquitt  from  Kinston  they  will  also  take  Goldsbor- 
ough,  destroy  the  bridge  once  more,  as  they  did  before,  and  no  aid  can 
reach  me.  I  can't  look  for  any  from  Beauregard,  who  has  been  depleted 
to  all  he  can  bear.  Please  to  urge  this.  It  seems  to  me  that  one  of  the 
small  brigades  of  the  Virginia  army  might  be  spared.  The  risk  of  strip 
ping  this  whole  line  is  very  great.  I  don't  understand  Pemberton's  ar 
rangement;  never  did;  but  still  have  great  faith  and  much  .hope  in 
Old  Joe.  It  will  be  a  dreadful  disaster  to  us  if  Vicksburg  is  lost. 
Very  truly, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 

P.  S. — The  troops  at  Kinston,  it  seems  to  me,  ought  to,  if  beaten  back, 
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retreat  this  side  the  Neuse  to  make  a  junction  witli  me.  If  the  bridge 
is  burned  and  they  separated  from  me,  I  could  not,  should  Foster  turn 
his  whole  force  upon  me,  hope  to  save  the  place,  except  by  a  miracle. 
However,  you  will  judge  of  that.  I  have  written  to  the  Secretary. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  May  30,  1863. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond : 

SIR  :  Though  the  Department  must  be  aware  of  the  general  danger 
to  which  this  line  is  now  exposed  there  are  some  considerations  which 
I  beg  leave  to  urge  without,  I  hope,  impropriety. 

Major-General  Hill  informs  me  that  he  captured  a  mail  from  the  en 
emy  by  which  it  appears  that  he  has  in  New  Berne  thirty-one  regiments, 
an 'increase  of  nine  over  any  previous  estimates  in  our  possession.  A 
very  moderate  count  will  give  between  12,000  and  15,000  men.  Against 
this  we  have  but  two  small  brigades;  that  is,  if  General  Cooke  is  under 
orders,  and  I  understand  he  is.  The  danger  which  I  anticipate  is  the 
destruction  of  the  railroad  at  Goldsborough,  as  was  done  before.  But 
on  the  previous  occasion  I  was  assisted  by  General  Beauregard  to  such 
an  extent  that  Wilmington  was  comparatively  secure.  Should  this 
recur  I  cannot  expect  anything  from  General  Beauregard,  who  has 
probably  detached  all  he  can  to  the  West.  With  the  bridges  down  be 
tween  here  and  Petersburg  I  could  not  receive  troops  from  above,  and 
Foster  would  be  at  liberty  to  concentrate  his  whole  force  upon  me  by 
land.  He  would  not  need  iron-clads,  for  I  would  not  have  force  enough 
to  man  my  works.  The  whole  subject  of  the  maneuvering  and  of  the 
line  of  attack  has  been  pointed  out  and  discussed  in  many  previous 
communications.  I  am  now  only  pointing  out  the  dangers  that  now 
threaten,  in  the  hope  that  you  may  be  able  to  provide  some  re-enforce 
ment. 

All  the  Northern  dates  during  this  month  contain  advices  of  the 
stripping  of  this  line  to  re-enforce  General  Lee,  and  urge  Foster  to 
make  the  attempt  on  Wilmington  while  in  its  present  condition  and 
before  the  sickly  season  sets  in.  My  scouts  in  the  front  give  me  the 
same  information. 

In  view  of  the  great  responsibility  which  rests  upon  me  I  have  felt  it 
my  duty  to  advise  you  of  this  state  of  things  and  what  may  possibly 
occur  here. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  in  spite  of  all  my  precautions — much  more  strin 
gent,  as  I  am  told,  than  anywhere  else  in  the  country — this  miserable 
blockade  running  by  private  parties  furnishes  the  enemy  with  all  the 
information  they  require. 

I  respectfully  urge  the  consideration  of  the  above  and  its  reference 
to  the  President. 

Very  respectfully. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major- General. 

[Indorsements.  ] 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  President. 

It  is  feared  serious  hazard  is  run,  but  I  see  no  mode  to  avoid  it. 
Local  organizations,  which  I  will  press,  are  the  only  resources  at  com 
mand. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 
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SECRETARY  OF  WAR  : 

Is  this  not  the  same  information  which  was  before  you  when  discuss 
ing  the  distribution  of  troops  with  General  Hill  when  he  was  last  in  this 
city  ?  If  the  evidence  of  force  at  New  Berne,  &c.,  has  not  been  sent  to 
General  Lee,  it  would  be  well  to  forward  copies  of  these  letters. 

J.  D. 

JUNE  3, 1863. 
ASSISTANT  SECRETARY: 

Let  copies  of  these  letters  be  made  out  and  sent  with  a  letter  to  Gen 
eral  Lee,  stating  that  at  the  suggestion  of  the  President  they  are  sent 
for  his  information  and  that  his  attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  them. 

J.  A.  S., 

Secretary. 

PETERSBURG,  May  30,  18G3. 
General  S.  COOPER: 

All  five  of  Pettigrew's  regiments  and  battery  have  gone  to  him.  Four 
regiments,  a  battalion,  and  battery  of  Daniel's  have  been  sent,  leaving 
one  regiment  behind.  I  do  not  know  what  troops  General  Jenkins  re 
lieved.  I  could  exchange  Cooke's  for  Ransom's  brigade. 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major-  General. 

RICHMOND,  May  30, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL,  Peterxlmrfj,  Va.  : 

Let  one  of  the  regiments  come  here  and  retain  the  other  two  at  Pe 
tersburg. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


BUREAU  OF  CONSCRIPTION,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  30,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  I).  H.  HILL,  Commanding,  &c.  : 

DEAR  GENERAL  :  You  must  have  received  my  letter  in  answer  to 
yours  for  subterra  shells  before  this.  I  have  instructed  Major  Cross  in 
the  use  of  both  subterra  shells  and  submarine  mortar  shells.  The  lat 
ter,  I  think,  you  can  get  here  already  cast,  and  from  sad  experience  at 
Charleston  in  accidentally  sinking  one  of  our  own  vessels,  which  negli 
gently  was  suffered  to  drift  upon  one  of  the  latter  (she  sunk  in  twenty 
seconds),  no  doubt  can  exist  of  their  efficacy ;  and  I  learn  this  morning 
it  was  one  of  the  same  which  sunk  the  enemy  in  Yazoo  River. 

I  wrote  a  book  with  drawings,  &c.,  and  gave  it  to  the  President.  It 
caused  him  to  enter  with  zest  into  the  schemes,  and  behold  I  find  my 
self  ousted  from  my  position  as  superintendent  of  Bureau  of  Conscrip 
tion  and  ordered  to  Vicksburg.  I  protested,  knowing  General  John 
ston's  opinion,  but  it  was  no  go,  and  he  ordered  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  write  the  following  : 

WAU  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  Mail  k27,  1803. 
General  JOSEPH  E.  JOHNSTON,  Commanding  : 

GENERAL  :  Bri^.  Gen.  G.  J.  Rains  having  been  detailed  for  duty  in  connection  with 
torpedoes  and  snbterra  shells,  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  you.  The  President  has 


CHAI-.  XXX.]         CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. CONFEDERATE.  1083 

confidence  in  his  inventions,  and  is  desirous  that  they  should  he  employed  hoth  on 
land  and  river,  if  opportunity  offers,  at  Vickshnrg  and  its  vicinity.  Should  commu 
nication  allow,  you  are  desired  to  send  him  there ;  but  if  otherwise,  to  employ  him  in 
his  devices  against  the  enemy  whore  most  assailable  in  that  way  elsewhere.  All 
possible  facilities  and  aid  in  the  supply  of  men  and  material  for  the  fair  trial  of  his 
torpedoes  and  shells  are  requested  on  your  part.  Such  means  of  oflense  against  the 
enemy  are  approved  and  recognized  by  the  Department  as  legitimate  weapons  of 
warfare. 

With  high  esteem,  very  truly,  yours, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

Adieu,  my  dear  general. 

G.  J.  BAINS. 

p.  s. — A  requisition  upon  Lieut.  Col.  George  W.  Rains,  at  Augusta, 
Ga.,  will  get  whatever  sensitive  priming-tubes  you  want.  I  went  there 
and  instructed  in  their  make,  and  they  have  been  furnished  Mobile, 
Savannah,  Charleston,  &c.,  by  the  thousand. 

RICHMOND,  May  31,  18G3. 
General  R.  E.  LEE, 

Commanding,  &c.,  near  Fredericksburg,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  Yours  of  the  30th  was  delivered  to  me  last  night.  Before 
it  was  received  General  Cooper  had  sent  a  dispatch  to  General  1).  H. 
Hill,  which  opened  the  correspondence  of  which  you  will  find  copies* 
inclosed. 

I  had  never  fairly  comprehended  your  views  and  purposes  until  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday,  and  now  have  to  regret  that  I  did  not 
earlier  know  all  that  you  had  communicated  to  others.  I  could  hardly 
have  misunderstood  you,  and  need  not  say  would  have  been  glad  to 
second  your  wishes,  confiding,  as  I  always  do,  as  well  in  your  judgment 
as  in  your  information. 

The  reports  in  relation  to  the  enemy  at  West  Point  are  not,  I  fear, 
quite  reliable ;  but  in  the  uncertainty  of  the  case  it  had  appeared  to  me 
that  it  might  be  well  to  bring  up  a  brigade  of  General  Hill's  force  and 
place  it  on  the  south  side  of  James  River  sufficiently  near  to  the  pontoon 
bridge  to  be  used  in  any  operations  which  a  movement  of  the  enemy  on 
the  north  side  might  require.  The  recommendation  of  General  Hill  in 
relation  to  Ransom's  brigade,  though  not  quite  the  same,  may  answer 
the  purpose,  and  I  have  confidence  in  the  cordiality  and  alacrity  with 
which  Ransom  would  meet  such  requirement.  General  Hill  having 
mentioned  Cooke's  brigade  as  one  which  he  is  disposed  to  exchange,  it 
seemed  best  to  order  it  up  and  rely  upon  his  supplying  its  place,  a.t 
least  partially,  by  the  organization  of  the  various  guards  and  the  bat 
talion  at  Salisbury,  which  he  had  asked  for  authority  to  embody  in  his 
array.  To  complete  Heth's  division  without  creating  complaint  on  the 
part  of  North  Carolinians  it  seemed  to  me  desirable  that  there  should 
be  but  one  North  Carolina  brigade  in  it.  To  observe  that  condition  we 
had  to  choose  between  Jenkins7  South  Carolina  brigade  and  Davis7,  of 
Mississippi;  as  Jenkins  had  been  commanding  on  the  Blackwater  and 
was  supposed  to  be  acquainted  with  the  country,  aud  Davis  was  tem 
porarily  absent,  it  was  thought  for  that  and  minor  reasons  better  to 
detach  Davis'  brigade.  If  General  Hill's  force  should  prove  inade 
quate  as  the  season  advances  we  should  be  able  to  draw  further  from 
the  troops  in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  Mr.  Seddon,  however, 
thinks  nothing  more  is  to  be  obtained  there.  You  will  perceive  that 
no  destination  is  given  by  the  Adjutant-General  to  the  brigades  drawn 

*  Not  found. 
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from  General  Hill.     Please  send  your  orders  to  this  place,  so  tliat  the 
troops  may  be  moved  in  conformity  to  your  wishes. 

By  the  proposed  arrangement  you  will  have  lost,  without  receiving 
anything  in  exchange,  the  brigade  of  Evans',  as,  being  able  to  get  no 
trace  of  the  troops  for  which  Jenkins'  brigade  was  reported  to  have 
been  exchanged,  I  can  only  wonder  as  to  what  constituted  the  command 
on  the  Blackwater  before  the  troops  from  Western  Virginia  went  there. 
From  the  account  which  General  Hill  gave  of  a  part  of  his  cavalry,  I  do 
not  think  you  would  be  benefited  by  receiving  that  which  he  proposes 
to  send  you.  He  asked  for  and  received  conditional  authority  to  dis 
mount  a  portion  of  that  force. 

I  note  your  request  to  be  relieved  of  the  command  of  the  troops  be 
tween  the  James  River  and  the  Cape  Fear.  This  is  one  of  the  few  in 
stances  in  which  I  have  found  my  thoughts  running  in  the  opposite 
direction  from  your  own.  It  has  several  times  occurred  to  me  that  it 
would  be  better  for  you  to  control  all  the  operations  of  the  Atlantic 
slope,  and  1  must  ask  you  to  reconsider  the  matter.  I  wish  I  knew  how 
to  relieve  you  from  all  anxiety  concerning  movements  on  the  York  or 
James  River  against  Richmond  while  you  are  moving  toward  the  north 
and  west;  but  even  if  you  could  spare  troops  for  the  purpose,  on  whom 
could  you  devolve  the  command  with  that  feeling  of  security  which 
would  be  necessary  for  the  full  execution  of  your  designs  ?  I  readily 
perceive  the  disadvantage  of  standing  still,  and  sorely  regret  that  I  can 
not  give  you  the  means  which  would  make  it  quite  safe  to  attempt  all 
that  we  desire.  That  any  advantage  should  have  been  lost  by  delay  is 
sad  enough  where  the  contest  at  best  was  so  very  unequal  as  to  give  little 
room  for  the  exercise  of  what  General  Charles  Lee  called  uthat  rascally 
virtue,"  prudence.  I  do  not  know  what  success  we  shall  have  in  organi 
zations  for  local  defense,  but  should  it  be  all  that  I  can  hope  you  know 
how  far  our  army  will  still  fall  short  of  the  numerical  strength  of  the 
enemy.  Missouri,  Kentucky,  the  most  populous  portions  of  Tennessee 
and  Louisiana,  are  contributing  nothing  to  recruit  our  army.  If  General 
Kirby  Smith  should  have  success  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  he  will 
soon  have  a  large  force  by  volunteers  from  Missouri  and  Southern  Louis 
iana.  General  Johnston  did  not,  as  you  thought  advisable,  attack  Grant 
promptly,  and  I  fear  the  result  is  that  which  you  anticipated  if  time  was 
given.  The  last  intelligence  indicates  that  Grant's  army  is  concen 
trating  on  the  Yazoo,  where  he  connects  with  his  gunboats  and  river 
transportation  and  threatens  the  line  of  communication  between  Jack 
son  and  Vicksburg.  The  position,  naturally  strong,  may  soon  be  in 
trenched,  and,  with  the  heavy  guns  which  he  can  bring  by  water,  will 
require  to  be  reduced  by  some  other  means  than  a  direct  attack.  It  is 
useless  to  look  back,  and  it  would  be  unkind  to  annoy  you  in  the  midst 
of  your  many  cares  with  the  reflections  which  I  have  not  been  able  to 
avoid.  All  the  accounts  we  have  of  Pemberton's  conduct  fully  sustain 
the  good  opinion  heretofore  entertained  of  him,  and  I  hope  has  secured 
for  him  that  confidence  of  his  troops  which  is  so  essential  to  success. 
Very  respectfully,  and  truly,  your  friend, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

RICHMOND,  May  31, 1863. 
General  D.  H.  HILL, 

Comdg.  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Petersburg,  Va. : 
GENERAL,:  I  have  received  your  dispatch  and  letter  both,  dated  30th 
instant.     It  has  been  determined  that  Major-General  Ransom  be  put  in 
command  of  the  district  of  your  department  which  includes  the  Appo- 
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mattox  and  Black  water,  and  that  his  force  consists  of  his  former  bri 
gade  and  Jenkins'  brigade;  Davis'  and  Cooke's  brigades  to  be  detached 
from  your  department  and  directed  to  report  to  General  Lee.  This 
arrangement  will  take  place  with  least  practicable  delay,  and  you  will 
give  the  necessary  orders.  The  two  regiments  of  Ransom's  old  brigade 
now  here  will  be  directed  to  report  to  you  at  Petersburg  for  your  in 
structions.  It  is  believed  and  hoped  that,  as  this  arrangement  will 
leave  you  five  brigades  and  three  regiments  of  cavalry  and  such  addi 
tional  force  as  you  will  be  able  to  get  from  the  bridge  and  provost- 
marshal  guards  and  the  guard  of  prisoners  at  Salisbury,  your  force 
will  be  equal  to  the  wants  of  the  service  in  your  department.  Should 
the  enemy  move  up  from  South  Carolina  you  can  in  that  event  be  re- 
enforced  from  that  quarter. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

S.  COOPEK, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

KINSTON,  May  31,  1863. 
General  D.  H.  HILL,  Commanding: 

GENERAL  :  There  is  nothing  of  special  interest  to  communicate.  My 
time  since  iny  arrival  has  been  spent  upon  the  roads,  and  I  hope  to  be 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  country  soon. 

The  line  of  defense  along  the  Southwest  is  too  long  as  a  fighting  line 
for  this  small  force.  Eegiments  scattered  at  the  different  crossings 
could  not  be  readily  concentrated.  On  the  Neuse  and  Dover  roads  we 
could  resist  successfully  the  enemy's  advance,  but  men  could  not  be 
spared  for  the  other  roads.  If  the  enemy  should  advance  upon  either 
of  the  other  roads — that  is,  the  Upper  Trent  and  Wilmington — do  you 
not  think  it  would  be  hazarding  too  much  if  we  should  cross  over  to 
assail  him  in  rear  without  having  a  force  sufficient  to  check  him  in 
front?  If  we  should  whip  him  it  would  of  course  cure  any  imperfections 
in  the  plan ;  but  if  in  the  chances  of  war  it  should  be  otherwise  the 
result  might  be  disastrous.  Whatever  your  skill  and  experience  may 
suggest  as  the  best  course  I  shall  endeavor  to  execute  with  all  my 
power,  and  I  trust  you  will  give  me  your  views  in  full  and  specifically. 

The  new  bridge  will  be  completed  in  a  day  or  two.  Details  are  at 
work  on  the  batteries  and  rifle-pits.  Other  details  will  be  made  to  cut 
the  roads  and  fell  the  timber  as  soon  as  the  engineer  is  ready  for  them. 
When  the  work  is  done  I  think  the  town  can  be  held  against  a  much 
superior  force.  From  the  most  reliable  information  that  I  have  received 
1  think  that  the  force  in  New  Berne  does  not  exceed  7,000  or  8,000 
effective  men.  None  of  the  regiments  there  have  yet  gone  out  of  serv 
ice.  Major  Whitford  has  sent  in  10  Yankees  captured  and  3  deserters. 
As  he  desired  to  see  you  on  business  I  have  consented  that  he  conduct 
them  to  you. 

If  nothing  more  important  demands  my  attention  I  shall  keep  enter 
prises  on  foot  to  destroy  the  railroad  bridge  or  damage  the  road  between 
New  Berne  and  Morehead  City,  and  other  things  that  may  be  harass 
ing  and  troublesome. 

For  the  sake  of  the  country  and  for  my  own  character  I  trust  that 
no  disaster  or  unpleasant  circumstance  will  occur  in  this  hitherto  unfor 
tunate  section  while  the  responsibility  rests  upon  my  shoulders.     You 
may  rest  assured  that  I  will  exert  myself  to  prevent  it. 
Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  OOLQU1TT, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Abstract  from  Monthly  Return  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  JJill, 
commanding,  for  May  31,  1863  (headquarters  Petersburg,  Fa.). 
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4,  019 
3,  455 
2,643 

1,  575 

District  of  the  Capo  Fear: 

118 
250 
182 
163 
109 

68 
70 

1,995 
2,  394 
2,  885 
2,  414 
1,  452 

1,451 
920 

2,025 
2,  401 

2,  897 
2,418 
1,452 

1,463 
940 

Unattached  infantry  || 

Field  artillery  outside  of  the  District  of  the 
Cape  Fear  11" 

1,  549 

21,  987 

22,  149 

26,  838 

34,  469 

1  -• 


14 
3,740 


I 

'T! 


70 


3,019 
3,  402 
2,893 


*  June  12.   Cooke's  brigade  has  joined  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  since  May  31.     Includes 
battery  attached. 

t Includes  infantry  of  Martin's  brigade  and  not  Sixty-second  Georgia  Cavalry. 

t  Includes  battery  attached ;  149  captured. 

§  June  12.    Davis'  brigade  has. joined  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  since  date  of  return. 

||  Consists  of  two  partisan  battalions,  provost  and  prison  guards,  and  garrison  at  Fort  Powhatan. 

IF  June  12.  One  of  these  batteries  moved  to  Richmond  since  date  of  report. 


Abstract  from  Field  Return  of  troops,  Department  of  Richmond,  Maj.  Gen.  Arnold 
commanding,  for  May  31, 1863. 
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197 
203 
94 

2,333 
3,  482 
1,496 

2,500 
3,  630 
1,636 

2,  902 
4,  089 
1,  930 

?,.  r.T'j 

4,99.' 
2,  190 

Col.  T.  S.  Rhott  

24 

18 

336 
281 

397 
370 

460 
429 

4.")9 

Capt.  S.  S.  Lee  

\ 

Grand  total                             

536 

7,928 

8,533 

9,  816 

11,  7J1 

HEADQUARTERS  FORCES  ON  BLACKWATER, 

June  1,  18(J3. 

Maj.  GRAHAM  DAVES,  Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

MAJOR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  everything  quiet.  There  are  in 
dications  that  the  enemy  contemplate  withdrawing  from  Suffolk.  It  is 
reported  that  they  are  fortifying  a  line  with  the  left  on  Deep  Creek, 
some  0  or  7  miles  this  side  of  Portsmouth,  and  have  been  removing  their 
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heavy  guns,  &c.,  from  Suffolk  to  that  point.     Also  that  they  are  sending 
away  valuables,  &c. 

The  scouts  report  that  a  brigade  was  sent  away  in  transports  some 
five  days  ago.  The  Yankee  soldiers  thought  they  were  going  to  join. 
Hooker. 

I  hope  to  obtain  more  definite  information  in  a  few  days. 
I  am,  major,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  JENKINS, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  MARTIN'S  BRIGADE, 

Greenville,  June  1,  1863. 
Maj.  ARCHER  ANDERSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Petersburg,  Va.  : 

MAJOR  :  Colonel  Martin  writes  to  me  that  he  has  received  informa 
tion  from  a  gentleman  just  arrived  from  Edenton,  N.  0.,  that  a  cavalry 
expedition  is  being  fitted  out  at  that  place,  destination  unknown,  and 
that  all  communication  from  there  to  Plymouth  has  beeii  cut  off.  His 
informant  is  a  trustworthy  man. 

Colonel  Martin  further  reports  the  enemy  still  fortifying  at  Plymouth. 
General  Wessells'  full  brigade  there,  supposed  to  be  2,500  men. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  MARTIN, 
Brigadier-  General. 


GREENVILLE,  N.  C.,  June  1, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL,  Petersburg,  Va.  : 

GENERAL  :  Since  writing  to  you  this  morning  I  have  heard  through 
a  person  employed  to  collect  information  from  the  people  on  this  river 
the  following : 

On  Friday  last  one  steamer  loaded  with  troops  came  up  the  river  to 
Washington ;  on  Saturday  two,  also  with  troops ;  one  of  these  was 
Foster's  boat.  During  the  nights  of  Friday  and  Saturday  several  boats 
went  down  the  river;  no  troops  seen.  The  general  impression  made  on 
the  people  on  the  river  was  that  they  were  changing  troops.  Some  of 
them,  however,  thought  the  enemy  was  re-enforcing  preparatory  to  a 
raid.  He  has  been  very  strict  for  several  days  in  not  allowing  any 
communication  with  Washington. 

I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  he  is  organizing  a  formidable  force 
at  Edeuton  with  a  view  to  Weldou,  from  Colerain  or  Wiutou,  on  the 
Chowan.  The  Colerain  route  to  Weldon  has  always  been  considered 
by  our  people  the  most  dangerous  one  to  us  the  enemy  could  take  to 
approach  Weldon. 

I  have  yet  heard  nothing  of  the  movement  of  Moore's  battery  or  Neth- 
ercutt's  battalion.  Have  they  been  ordered  to  Bertie  ? 

I  think  the  best  disposition  to  make  of  Colonel  Griffin  would  be  to 
place  him  in  command  of  all  the  troops  beyond  the  Koauoke.  Could 
the  company  of  his  regiment  now  at  Franklin  be  sent  to  him  in  Bertie 
or  Hertford  ? 

Please  let  me  know  if  you  intended  that  I  should  act  on  the  applica 
tions  for  leave  of  officers.  I  supposed  so,  from  several  being  returned 
to  me  without  indorsement. 

I  understand  General  Hansom  has  left  the  State. 

Did  you  intend  by  your  letters  to  me  that  I  should  assume  command 
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of  all  outside  the  District  of  Cape  Fear,  or  will  you  give  an  order  to 
that  effect1?  In  either  case  please  designate  the  place  you  prefer  for 
headquarters. 

I  have  heard  nothing  from  General  Ransom  since  you  left. 
Communicate  with  me  by  mail  at  Tarborough,  where  a  line  of  couriers 
meets  the  mail.    By  telegraph  I  should  hear  sooner  from  Goldsborough, 
unless  it  is  just  in  time  at  Rocky  Mount  for  the  Tarborough  train,  at  7 
o'clock  in  the  evening. 

1  am,  general,  yours,  with  respect, 

J.  G.  MARTIN, 
Brigadier-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  ov  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

June  V,  1863. 
His  Excellency  JEFFERSON  DAVIS, 

President  of  the  Confederate  States,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Mr.  PRESIDENT  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  yesterday  your 
letter  of  the  31st  ultimo. 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  difficulties  pressing  upon  all  parts  of  the  coun 
try  and  of  your  great  anxiety  to  relieve  them.  The  question  which 
seems  always  to  be  presented  is  a  wise  choice  of  difficulties. 

I  think  Cooke's  brigade  had  better  be  halted  on  the  Chickahominy 
for  the  present,  and  Davis'  brigade  sent  forward  to  this  place  to  com 
plete  Heth's  division.  I  regret  to  lose  Ransom  and  Jenkins,  both  good 
and  tried  officers,  with  veteran  troops.  As  well  as  I  now  recollect,  Pct- 
tigrew's  brigade  was  on  the  line  of  the  Blackwater  when  the  regiments 
from  the  West  were  brigaded  there  under  Pryor. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  General  Long-street  he  made  some  changes,  de 
taching  Jenkins,  in  whom  he  had  confidence,  from  Pickett's  division,  in 
order  to  place  him  in  command.  The  Western  brigade  was  placed  sub 
sequently  under  General  Colston,  and  afterward  the  brigade  was  broken 
up  and  the  regiments  sent  back  to  Generals  Jones  and  Marshall. 

I  do  not  know  the  condition  of  the  cavalry  proposed  by  General 
Hill  to  be  sent  to  this  army.  He  offered  a  regiment  and  I  accepted  it, 
but  if  it  is  of  the  character  described  by  you  it  had  better  be  retained. 
I  understand  there  is  a  good  regiment  011  the  Blackwater  as  regards 
men  and  horses,  but  it  is  at  present  in  an  unfortunate  condition  on  ac 
count  of  a  difficulty  between  the  colonel  and  officers.  If  that  could  be 
reconciled  they  would  be  very  serviceable. 

I  think  it  would  be  better  if  General  Robertson  were  in  command  of 
the  cavalry  within  the  State,  as  he  is  a  good  organizer  and  instructor, 
but  General  Hill  does  not  appear  to  require  him.  1  would  then  brigade 
the  North  Carolina  regiments  in  this  army,  under  Colonel  Baker,  from 
that  State,  who  is  said  to  be  a  good  officer. 

1  requested  to  be  relieved  from  command  of  the  troops  between  the 
James  and  the  Cape  Fear  Rivers  because  I  did  not  see  that  I  could 
advantageously  exercise  it,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  continue  in  it  might 
be  productive  of  harm.  I  could  only  exercise  it  beneficially  by  relying 
upon  the  judgment  of  General  D.  H.  Hill,  who  declined  to  act  upon  dis 
cretionary  orders,  and  I  thought  it  best  for  the  service  to  leave  him  to 
his  own  discretion.  The  only  object  of  command,  in  my  opinion,  is  the 
benefit  of  the  service. 

I  hope  the  forces  we  can  place  near  Richmond  will  be  able  to  secure 
it  against  attack  from  the  York  or  James  River.  The  local  troops  of  tlie 
city  should  be  organized  promptly  and  be  kept  in  readiness  1'or  service 
at  any  moment.  With  Cooke  and  Wise  advanced,  the  one  to  the  north 
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and  the  other  to  the  east,  under  Elzey,  we  will  have  a  sufficient  out- 
guard,  and  for  the  present  I  will  leave  Pickett  and  Pettigrew  at  the 
Junction.  If  I  am  able  to  move  I  propose  to  do  so  cautiously,  watching 
the  result,  and  not  to  get  beyond  recall  until  I  find  it  safe. 

If  a  brigade  of  cavalry  under  a  good  officer  could  be  placed  north  and 
east  of  the  city  to  repress  the  marauding  expeditions  of  the  enemy  and 
prevent  reconnaissances,  I  should  feel  it  was  safe.  In  case  of  emer 
gency  I  think  General  HilFs  troops  could  be  brought  up  from  I^orth 
Carolina  and  be  replaced  there  by  some  from  General  Beauregard. 

I  still  hope  that  General  Johnston  will  be  able  to  demolish  Grant,  and 
that  our  command  of  the  Mississippi  may  be  preserved.  The  enemy  may 
be  drawing  to  the  Yazoo  for  the  purpose  of  reaching  their  transports  and 
retiring  from  the  contest,  which  I  hope  is  the  case.  General  Kirby 
Smith  ought,  if  possible,  to  collect  a  sufficient  force  and  occupy  Helena 
or  some  better  point  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river. 

As  far  as  I  can  ascertain  the  enemy  seems  to  be  quiet  in  Western  Vir 
ginia  and  the  troops  of  General  Sam.  Jones  are  idle.     They  could  also  be 
brought  to  Eichmond  or  to  Eastern  Virginia  if  occasion  require  it. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


GREENVILLE,  K  0.,  Tuesday,  June  2,  1863— a.  m. 
Major-Geueral  HILL,  Petersburg : 

GENERAL  :  I  received  this  morning  yours  of  the  31st.  Colonel  Griffin 
is  now  in  Bertie  looking  after  his  picket  posts.  I  will  send  for  him  at 
once  and  hope  to  have  him  ready  to  march  promptly.  Please  recollect 
that  this  Avill  leave  me  entirely  without  cavalry. 

Ko  negro  laborers  have  yet  reported.  A  company  of  the  Seventeenth 
is  still  out  for  deserters.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  return  Captain 
MacEae  to  the  camp  of  instruction,  to  be  used  for  this  purpose,  and  the 
company  of  the  Seventeenth  take  his  place  at  Weldon  $ 

There  have  been  a  good  many  desertions  from  the  Forty-second. 
The  deserters  of  that  regiment  to  be  shot  are  here.  Shall  I  send  to 
Eichmond  to  the  penitentiary  the  men  so  sentenced  or  to  Fort  Caswell? 
I  think  I  could  manage  the  Conscript  Bureau,  but  I  did  not  report  my 
self  incapable  of  field  service.  I  can  and  am  willing  to  stand  the  in 
creased  suffering  if  it  is  necessary  and  whenever  necessary. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  G.  MAETIN, 
Brigadier-  General. 

GREENVILLE,  June  2,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HILL, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  N.  Carolina,  Petersburg,  Va.  : 
GENERAL:  Your  letter  of  the  29th  of  May  came  here  to-day  by  the 
mail  about  2  o'clock.     I  have  persons  employed  trying  to  get  informa 
tion  of  the  enemy's  force  and  movements  in  and  about  Washington  and 
Plymouth.    As  yet  no  decided  success  has  resulted. 

The  horses  taken  by  Griffin  and  Claiborne  were  ordered  to  be  returned 
some  days  since.  I  have  not  heard  how  many,  if  any,  they  now  have. 
I  think,  however,  I  can  make  the  arrangement  you  suggest  about  using 
infantry  as  couriers,  &c.,  in  place  of  Griffin's  men. 

Colonel  Griffin  has  been  spoken  to  once  about  answering  your  letter; 
60  R  R— VOL  xvin 
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he  said  he  had  prepared  aii  answer  which  he  would  soon  send,  but  it 
has  not  come  in.    1  wrote  you  this  morning  that  he  was  now  in  Bertie. 

You  said  nothing  about  Moore's  battery.  What  is  to  be  done  with 
Griffin's  artillery  company?  It  seems  to  me  a  dead  waste  of  horses  to 
put  an  artillery  company  in  one  of  our  regiments  of  cavalry. 

Reports  in  town  to-day  from  the  country  people  on  the  other  side  of 
the  river  that  the  enemy  is  reducing  his  force  in  Washington.  No  fact 
mentioned  showing  this  to  be  the  case. 

One  of  the  men  sent  toward  Plymouth  reported  to  Colonel  Martin  to 
day  that  ouly  three  regiments  remain  in  and  near  Plymouth — Eighty- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  and  Mnty-sixth  and  One  hundred  and  third  New 
York.  The  Mnty-sixth  is  at  Warren's  Keck,  still  intrenching  there,  and 
also  immediately  around  the  town.  It  may  be  necessary  for  me  to  keep 
one  company  of  Griffin's  regiment  for  some  days,  whilst  1  am  making  the 
arrangement  for  the  infantry  to  take  their  places  as  cavalry  or  couriers. 

I  have  sent  parties  out  on  the  Chowau  to  try  to  find  out  something  of 
what  is  going  on  there.     Will  keep  you  informed  of  everything  I  hear. 
I  am,  general,  very  truly,  yours, 

J.  G.  MARTIN, 
Brigadier-  General. 

The  enemy  is  evidently  increasing  his  intrenchments  at  Washington 
as  well  as  Plymouth.  I  infer  from  this  he  intends  to  reduce  his  force. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  G.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  June  2,  1863. 
General  R.  E.  LEE,  Near  Fredericksburg  : 

Reliable  intelligence  informs  that  the  enemy  have  evacuated  West 
Point,  and  probably  to  a  great  extent  Yorktowu  and  Gloucester  Point, 
and  are  marching  in  a  column  of  2,000  or  3,000  men  on  both  sides  of 
the  Piankatank  northwest.  This  may  be  meant  to  cover  some  move 
ment  of  Hooker  to  the  Lower  Rappahannock,  and  across  or  up  the 
Piankatank,  or  it  may  be  a  mere  diversion.  You  can  best  judge.  I 
telegraph  the  above  to  the  commander  at  Hanover  Junction  for  his 
information. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


HEADQUARTERS  DIVISION, 

Taylorsville,  June  2,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  ARNOLD  ELZEY,  Commanding,  c&c.,  Richmond: 

GENERAL  :  I  received  last  night  about  12  o'clock  a  telegram  addressed 
to  the  .commanding  officer  at  Hanover  Junction  and  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  to  the  effect  that  a  strong  cavalry  force  of  the  enemy  was  re 
ported  upon  reliable  authority  advancing  up  King  and  Queen  County, 
and  to  guard  the  railroad  bridges  over  the  Mattapony.  This  being 
more  in  General  Pettigrew's  line,  and  he  being  under  your  command,  at 
least  so  considered  by  me,  I  immediately  sent  a  staff  officer  to  com 
municate  with  him.  He  placed  little  or  no  credence  in  the  report ;  said 
that  he  had  a  cavalry  scout  already  out  in  the  direction  indicated ;  that 
all  the  railroad  bridges  are  guarded.  He  did  not  seem  to  know,  however, 
anything  regarding  Milfori  Depot.  I  attempted  to  telegraph  Milford  to 
ascertain  what,  if  any,  force  was  there,  but  failed.  I  advised  him  to 
send  to  Hanover  Court-House  a  guard,  but  he  replied  he  had  no  force 
to  spare.  I  therefore,  considering  it  important,  started  one  of  Arm- 
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istead's  regiments  for  that  point  at  4  a.  m.  this  morning.    I  suppose, 
however,  General  P.  has  communicated  the  steps  he  may  have  taken. 

I  received  a  telegram  yesterday  from  General  Lee  to  send  8  wagons 
and  a  guard  to  Newton  for  bacon.  I  know  of  no  such  place.  Telegraphed 
immediately  to  find  out  what  place  was  meant.  As  usual  from  those 
headquarters,  received  no  reply.  There  is  a  place  called  Newtown  in 
King  and  Queen  County  ;  that  may  be  the  one  in  tended.  I  detailed  the 
guard,  but  have  not  ordered  the  train  off  on  account  of  the  news  of  the 
cavalry  raid.  Please  communicate  with  the  Secretary  of  War  in  regard 
to  these  matters,  letting  him  know  what  steps  I  have  taken,  and  tele 
graph  me  at  once  should  anything  have  been  developed. 

I  send  this  by  my  aide-de-camp,  Captain  Baird,  who  will  go  in  on 
horseback,  neither  myself  nor  staff  being  allowed  to  travel  on  the  Fred- 
ericksburg  cars  without  an  order  from  General  Lee.  This  circumstance 
and  its  great  detriment  to  the  facilities  of  expediting  military  move 
ments  of  importance  I  have  reported  three  times  to  General  Lee's  head 
quarters  (first  communication  two  weeks  since),  but  cannot  obtain  even 
the  scratch  of  a  pen  in  reply.  It  would  be  well,  general,  to  mention  this 
fact  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  asking  for  some  authority  for  you  and 
myself  to  communicate  directly  with  each  other  and  by  this  train.  I 
sent  my  assistant  adjutant-general  down  by  the  Fredericksburg  train 
the  other  day  on  duty  and  he  was  summarily  ejected  at  Ashland. 

Captain  Baird  has  just  returned  from  a  scout  to  the  Eappahaunock 
and  can  probably  give  you  some  information  concerning  that  portion  of 
the  country.  I  am  under  orders  to  be  ready  to  move  at  a  moment's 
notice  with  three  days7  rations ;  no  route  indicated. 

If  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  it,  and  you  think  it  not  injudicious,  I 
will  come  in  on  the  Central  train  and  meet  you  at  your  office  this  even 
ing  about  G.30. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  E.  PiCKETT, 

Major- General. 

flndorsemtnts.J 

WAR  DEPARTMENT,  June  2, 1863. 

This  paper  was  forwarded  by  General  Pickett  through  me  to  General 
Elzey,  who  requested  me  to  lay  it  before  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
War,  as  he  was  unable  from  sickness  to  see  him  personally. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  Pv.  BAIKD, 

Aide-de-Camp. 
For  conference  with  General  Elzey  3d  June,  1863. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secretary. 

SOUTH  ANNA  BRIDGE,  June  3, 1863. 
[Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON:] 

The  enemy  encamped  last  night  at  Norman's  Ferry,  on  the  Pamunkey, 
and  are  now  advancing,  I  think,  to  South  Anna  Bridge.  Until  further 
developments  I  shall  keep  one  regiment  and  one  gun  at  North  Anna; 
the  balance  I  have  concentrated  here.  I  am  glad  you  are  sending  more 
men.  One  more  regiment  will  be  enough.  Keports  vary  as  to  their 
strength  from  3,000  to  10,000.  My  position  at  South  Anna  is  strong, 
and  unless  the  enemy  turn  me  I  have  no  fear.  I  will  do  my  best. 

E.  D.  HALL, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 
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PETERSBURG,  VA.,  June  3, 1863.   ' 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War,  C.  8.  A.  : 

I  hope  that  I  will  not  be  regarded  as  intrusive  for  again  urging  that 
Kansoni  be  sent  to  North  Carolina. 

The  political  reasons  are  still  stronger  than  the  military.  I  am  sat 
isfied  that  if  the  Yankees  get  on  the  railroad  there  will  be  an  amount  of 
toryisin  developed  not  now  dreamed  of.  Mr.  Warren,  of  Beaufort,  one 
of  the  Governor's  council,  said  in  a  speech  in  the  Legislature  that  if  the 
enemy  got  possession  of  the  railroad  it  would  be  time  for  North  Caro 
lina  to  decide  to  whom,  her  allegiance  was  due,  the  United  States  or  Con 
federate  States  Government.  Holden  and  his  followers  are  ready  to  go 
to  Goldsborough  to  meet  the  Yankees  and  welcome  them  to  the  State. 
The  Forty-second  and  Seventeenth  North  Carolina  regiments  are 
large  and  strong,  and  I  would  be  willing  to  give  up  either  of  them  to 
secure  Eansom,  and  I  presume  either  has  as  many  men  as  his  brigade. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major -General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FORCES  LOCAL  DEFENSE, 
Third  Line  of  Defenses,  Darbytoicn  Road,  June  3, 1863. 

Maj.  T.  O.  CHESTNEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  &c.,  Richmond,  Va. : 
MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  instructions 
the  forces  for  local  defense  are  distributed  on  the  Charles  City,  Darby- 
town,  and  New  Market  roads,  viz,  about  600  on  the  former,  under  Lieu 
tenant-Colonel  Brown  ;  about  600  on  the  second,  under  Major  Waller; 
about  350  on  the  third,  under  Lieutenant  Minor  (Navy).     One  thousand 
of  the  militia  were  reported  on  the  way  last  night,  and  were  directed  to 
be  posted  on  the  Varina  road. 
Everything  quiet  here. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  W.  C.  LEE, 
Brigadier-  General. 

P.  S. — I  omitted  to  mention  that  there  is  one  boat  howitzer  on  the 
New  Market  road  and  none  on  the  other  two  roads  of  which  I  have 
charge.  If  there  is  danger  of  attack  on  these  roads  artillery  is  neces 
sary. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  June  3, 1863. 
General  B.  E.  LEE  : 

Information  fully  confirmed  as  to  the  evacuation  of  West  Point  and 
movement  of  column  of  4,000  or  5,000  of  the  enemy,  flanked  by  a  cir 
cling  cavalry  detachment,  probably  as  scouts,  on  the  north  and  west 
side,  to  the  Bappahannock,  in  Essex,  near  Tappahannock. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


A.  P»  IP  E IST  D 


Embracing  documents  received  too  late  for  insertion  in  proper   sequence. 


,  ETC. 


Organization  of  troops  in  the  Department  of  Virginia,  Seventh  Army 
Corps,  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  January  31,  1863. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va. 
Col.  SAMUEL  M.  ALFORD. 
3d  New  York,  Col.  Samuel  M.  Alford. 


Camp  Hamilton,  Va. 
Col.  ANTHONY  CONK. 

139th  New  York,  Col.  Anthony  Conk, 
llth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Company  C, 
First  Lieut.  Augustus  H.  D.  Will 
iams. 

Battalion  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery 
(four  companies),  Maj.  Joseph  Roberts. 


NORFOLK,  VA. 
Brig.  Gen.  EGBERT  L.  VIELE. 

99th  New  York,  Col.  David  W.  Wardrop. 
148th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  George  M.  Guion. 
173d    Pennsylvania,  Col.  Daniel  Nagle. 

19th  Wisconsin,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  Whipple. 

llth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Company  M,  Capt.  Gerard  Reynolds. 

New  York  Light  Artillery,  7th  Battery,  Capt.  Peter  C.  Regan. 

SUFFOLK,  VA. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  J.  PECK. 


Terry's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  HENRY  D.  TERRY. 

130th  New  York,  Col.  Alfred  Gibbs. 
167th  Pennsylvania,     Col.     Charles    A. 

Knoderer. 
177th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  George  B.Wiest- 


Corcoran1  s  Irish  Legion. 
Brig.  Gen.  MICHAEL  CORCORAN. 

69th  New  York,  Capt.  Jasper  M.  Whitty. 
155th  New  York,  Col.  William  McEvily. 
164th  New  York,  Lieut.    Col.   James  C. 

Burke. 
170th  New   York,  Lieut.    Col.   James  P. 

Mclvor. 

Provisional  Brigade. 
Col.  ROBERT  S.  FOSTER. 

13th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Cyrus  J.  Dobbs. 

6th  Massachusetts,  Col.  Albert  S.  Follansbee. 
112th  New  York,  Col.  Jeremiah  C.  Drake. 
165th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Charles  H.  Buehler. 
166th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Andrew  J.  Fulton. 

7th  Company  U.  S.  Sharpshooters,  Capt.  Joseph  S.  Arnold. 

(1093) 
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Unassigncd. 

1st  New  York  Mounted  Rifles,  Col.  Charles  C.  Dodge, 
llth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Col.  Samuel  P.  Spear. 
Massachusetts  Light  Artillery,  7th  Battery,  Capt.  Phiueas  A.  Davis. 
4th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  D,  Capt.  Frederick  M.  Follett. 
4th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  L,  Capt.  Robert  V.  W.  Howard. 
Wisconsin  Light  Artillery,  2d  Battery,  Capt.  Charles  Beger. 
Wisconsin  Light.  Artillery,  4th  Battery,  First  Lieut.  George  B.  Easterly. 

YOEKTOWX,  VA.* 
Maj.  Gen.  ERASMUS  D.  KEYES. 


Busteed's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  RICHARD  BUSTEED. 

4th  Delaware,    Col.  Arthur  H.    Grirn- 

shaw. 
169th  Pennsylvania,     Col.     Lewis     W. 

Smith. 

178th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  James  Johnson. 
179th  Pennsylvania,     Col.    William    H. 

Blair. 


Reserve  Artillery,  Fourth  Corps. 
Lieut.  Col.  EDWARD  H.  FLOOD. 

New  York  Light  Artillery,  8th  Battery, 

Capt.  Butler  Fitch. 
1st  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  Battery 

E,  Capt.  Thomas  G.  Orwig. 
1st  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  Battery 

H,  Capt.  Andrew  Fagan. 
5th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  M,  Capt.  James 


McKnight. 

Unassigned. 

2d    Pennsylvania,  Col.  Charles  Kleckner. 

6th  New  York  Cavalry  (3d  Battalion),  Maj.  William  P.  Hall. 

5th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  William  Lewis. 

1st  New  York  Light  Artillery,  Battery  F,  Capt.  William  R.  Wilson. 

1st  New  York  Light  Artillery,  Battery  H,  Lieut.  Charles  E.  Mink. 


;,  ETC. 

HEADQUARTERS.  Petersburg,  7«.,  March  12,  1863. 
His  Excellency  ZEBULON  B.  VANCE,  Governor  of  North  Carolina  : 

SIR  :  Your  favor  of  the  4th  instant  was  received  at  Wilmington  on 
the  8th.  The  removal  of  General  Pryor  from  the  Black  water  was  made 
necessary  by  other  movements  of  troops.  I  can  assure  you  and  the  good 
people  in  whose  behalf  you  write  that  the  change  will  in  no  way  dis 
parage  their  interest.  The  officer  now  in  command  on  the  Blackwater 
is  one  of  our  most  energetic  and  enterprising  brigadiers.  I  can  safely 
assure  you  that  yourself  and  the  citizens  will  be  quite  well  satisfied  with 
the  change  after  the  officer  is  known.  General  Pryor's  command  was 
only  in  this  department  for  the  winter.  It  will  soon  return  to  the  com 
mand  where  it  properly^belongs — Western  Virginia.  1  hope  that  this 
may  be  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  the  recent  change  on  the  Black- 
water. 

I  thank  you  sincerely  for  your  kind  expressions  about  myself,  and 
trust  that  I  may  be  able  to  fulfill  your  expectations.  We  have  many 
difficulties  to  contend  with,  and  one  of  the  most  serious  is  the  want  of 
system  and  order  in  our  transportation.  If  you  can  assist  us  in  regu 
lating  this,  I  think  that  we  can  promise  you  important  results  in  our 
operations. 

*  Includes  troops  at  Gloucester  Point  and  Williamsburg,  Va. 
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It  was  iny  intention  to  have  done  myself  the  honor  to  make  you  a 
flying  visit,  bnt  I  find  that  I  cannot  well  quit  my  post. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  am,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

JAMES  LONGSTKEET, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )    ADJT.  AND  INSPECTOR  GEN.'S  OFFICE, 

Xo.  112.  )  Richmond,  August  15,  18C3. 

I.  A  court  of  inquiry  having  been  convened  at  Richmond  on  the  20th 
of  July,  1863,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  XVII,  Special  Orders,  No.  176, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  current  series,  to  examine  into 
certain  charges  preferred  against  Maj.  William  Norris,  chief  of  the 
signal  corps,  and  having  made  the  required  examination,  the  report  of 
facts  proven,  with  the  opinion  of  the  court  thereon,  is  published  for  the 
information  of  all  concerned. 

REPORT  OF  FACTS. 

1.  Major  Norris  was  not  intoxicated  on  the  31st  of  May,  1863. 

2.  He  did  not  reveal  the  alphabet  of  the  signal  corps  on  the  31st  of 
May,  1863. 

3.  The  enemy  knew,  or  had  opportunity  to  know,  the  locality  of  the 
signal  stations  between  City  Point  and  Clairmont  before,  the  31st  of 
May,  1863,  none  of  which  were  disclosed  to  him  by  Major  Norris  on 
that  day. 

4.  The  dispatch  shown  to  Captain  Mulford  by  Major  Norris  was  a 
private  dispatch,  conveying  a  report  of  successes  at  Vicksburg. 

5.  There  was  no  improper  intercourse  between  Major  Norris  and  any 
officers  or  persons  in  the  service  of  the  enemy,  on  the  31st  of  May,  1863 . 

OPINION. 

I.  The  court  is  of  opinion  that  the  charges  in  this  case  have  been 
loosely  made,  and  without  due  care  and  investigation,  and  should  not  be 
further  entertained.  The  court  is  also  of  opinion  that  .the  private  and 
official  character  of  Major  Norris  remain  unaffected  by  this  proceeding. 

If.  The  charges,  of  which  Major  Norris  has  been  thus  fully  exonerated 
by  the  court,  were  made  without  that  consideration  which  their  serious 
character  demanded,  and  in  a  manner  that  subjects  the  prosecutor,  Lieut. 
E.  A.  Forbes,  Second  Company  Independent  Signal  Corps,  to  the  grave 
censure  of  the  department.  The  personal  and  official  character  of  an  offi 
cer  is  not  to  be  lightly  assailed.  The  accuser  will  be  held  to  support  his 
charges  by  evidence;  and  in  an  especial  manner  is  he  required  to  avoid 
creating  the  impression  that  the  loose,  unofficial  statements  of  others 
are  facts  within  his  own  knowledge.  The  greatest  care  and  considera 
tion  should  be  manifested  by  those  preferring  charges,  particularly 
when  the  reputation,  personal  and  professional,  of  a  superior  is  called 
in  question. 

III.  The  court  of  inquiry,  of  which  Lieut.  Col.  George  Deas,  Adju 
tant-General's  Department,  was  president,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

By  order : 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 
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ALTERNATE  DESIGNATIONS  OF   ORGANIZATIONS  MENTIONED  IN  THIS 

VOLUME.* 

Adams'  (ZachariahT.)  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  2dRegiment,  Battery  D. 

Alexander's  (Aldon)  Artillery.     See  Montgomery  True  Blues  Artillery. 

Alexandria  Artillery.     See   Virginia  Troops. 

Alford's  (Samuel  M.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Allen's  (L.  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Wren's  Cavalry. 

Allen's  (L.  M.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  61th  Regiment. 

Allen's  (William  A.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  51si  Regiment. 

Allis'  (James  A. )  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops. 

Amory's  (Thomas  J.  C.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  17 th  Regiment. 

Anderson's  (Hiram,  jr.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  92d  Regiment. 

Angel's  (James  K.)  Artillery.     See  Neio  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment,  Battery  E. 

Armistead's  (A.  D.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops. 

Armor's  (David  M.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  101s£  Regiment. 

Arnold's  (Job)  Infantry.     See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Arnold's  (Joseph  S.)  Sharpshooters.     See  New  York  Troops,  1st  Battalion. 

Ashby's  (George  E.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  '3d  Regiment,  Battery  E. 

Avirett's  (John  Alfred,  jr.)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops. 

Bachmaii's  (W.  K.)  Artillery.     See  German  Artillery. 

Badham's  (William,  jr.)  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate^  3d  Bat 
talion,  Battery  B. 

Baker's  (John  A.)  Cavalry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Regiment. 

Ball's  (William  B.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  15th  Regiment. 

Barham's  (Theo.  G.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops. 

Barnes'  (Calvin)  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 

Barnes' (H.  M.)  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  Wth  Battalion, 
Company  B. 

Bartholomew's  (Walter  G.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  27th  Regiment. 

Barton's  (James)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Beach's  (Francis)  Infantry.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 

Beger's  (Charles)  Artillery.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  2d  Battery. 

Belger's  (James)  Artillery.     See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  F. 

Belknap's  (Jonathan  S.)  Infantry.     See  Neiv  York  Troops,  85th  Regiment. 

Bell's  (D)  Cavalry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  4.th  Regiment. 

Bierer's  (Everard)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  171st  Regiment. 

Blair's  (William  H.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  179th  Regiment. 

Blake's  (John  A.)  Artillery.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  3d  Regiment,  Heavy. 

Blount's  (J.  G.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops. 

Boggs'  (Francis  J.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  12th  Battalion. 

Boughton's  (Horace)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  143d  Regiment. 

Bowler's  (George)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  46</t  Regiment 

Boyce's  (R.)  Artillery.     See  Macbeth  Artillery. 

Brabble's  (E.  C.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  32d  Regiment. 

Bradberry's  (John  J.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 

Bradford's  (W.  D.)  Artillery.     See  Confederate  Guards  Artillery. 

Bradley's  (Thomas')  Sharpshooters.     See  Neio  York  Troops,  1st  Battalion. 

Brady's  (H.  J.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  177th  Regiment. 

Branch's  (J.  R.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops. 

Brockway's  (C.  B.)  Artillery.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  E. 

Brown's  (H.  W.)  Cavalry.     See  S.  H.  Mix's  Cavalry. 

Brown's  (Jack)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  5Qth  Regiment. 

*  References  are  to  index  following. 


CHAP.  XXX.]  ORGANIZATIONS    MENTIONED.  1097 

Brown's  (Jolm  C.)  Infantry.     See  En  fans  Perdus  Infantry. 

Brown's  (John  E.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  42d  Regiment. 

Brown's  (William  R.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  W8th  Regiment. 

Brown's  (W.  Leroy)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  5th  Battalion,  Local  Defense 
(Arsenal). 

Buehler's  (Charles  H.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  165th  Regiment. 

Buffum's  (Martin  P.)  Infantry.     See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Bute's  (Duncan  M.)  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 

Bunting's  (S.  R.)  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 

Burgwyn's  (H.  K.Jr.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  26th  Regi 
ment. 

Burhans'  (Charles  H.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  96th  Regiment. 

Burke's  (James  C.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  164th  Regiment. 

Buriiham's  (George  S.)  Infantry.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  22d  Regiment. 

Burpee's  (Thomas  F. )  Infantry.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  21st  Regiment. 

Burroughs'  (Edgar)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  15th  Regiment. 

Burwell's  (Philip  L.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 

Cabot's  (Edward  C.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  44th  Regiment. 

Cady's  (A.  Lester)  Artillery.     See  Jay  E.  Lee's  Artillery. 

Camden  Guerrillas.     See  Willis  B.  Sanderlin's  Infantry. 

Campbell's  (David)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Campbell's  (Edward)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  85th  Regiment. 

Cantwell's  (J.  L.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  51st  Regiment. 

Cape  Fear  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 

Carroll's  (Gray)  Artillery.     See  Stribling's  Artillery. 

Caskie's  (William  H. )  Artillery.     See  Hampden  Artillery. 

Cassel's  (John)  Cavalry.     See  S.  P.  Spear's  Cavalry. 

Chambers'  (John  G.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  23d  Regiment. 

Chambliss'  (John  R.,jr.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 

Chesterfield  Artillery.     See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Church's  (George  E.)  Infantry.     See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  llth  Regiment. 

Claassen's  (Peter  J.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  132(1  Regiment. 

Claiborne's  (W.  C.)  Cavalry.     See  Confederate  Troops,  Regulars,  7th  Regiment. 

Clark  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  Rank-in' s  Artillery. 

Clarke's  (William  J.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  Zbtli  Regi 
ment. 

Clark's  (John  D.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment,  Battery  H. 

Clopton's  (Thomas  C.)  Cavalry.     See  Wren's  Cavalry. 

Codman's  (Charles  R.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  45th  Regiment. 

Coffin's  (Frederic  J.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  Sth  Regiment. 

Cogdell's  (D.  A.)  Infantry.     See  John  N.  Whitford's  Partisans. 

Colt's  (J.  C.)  Artillery.     See  Chesterfield  Artillery. 

Cole's  (George  W.)  Cavalry.     See  S.  H.  Mix's  Cavalry. 

Comfort's  (Felix)  Infantry.     See  Enfans  Perdus  Infantry. 

Confederate  Guard  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops. 

Confederate  Guards  Artillery.     See  Mississippi  Troops. 

Conk's  (Anthony)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  139th  Regiment. 

Connally's  (Jolm  K.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  55th  Regi 
ment. 

Cornog's  (George  T.)  Cavalry.     See  S.  P.  Spear's  Cavalry. 

Crabb's  (George  W.)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  5th  Regiment,  Battery  A. 

Crosby's  (Hiram  B.)  Infantry.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  21st  Regiment. 

Crowninshield's  (Casper)  Cavalry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Cullen's  (Edgar  M.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  96th  Regiment. 

Culpeper's  (J.  F.)  Artillery.     See  Palmetto  Battalion,  Battery  C. 
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Cumming's  (James  D.)  Artillery.     See  Cape  Fear  Artillery. 

Cumming's  (Emory)  Cavalry.     See  New  York  Troops,  23d  Battalion. 

Curtis'  (N.  M.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  142d  Regiment. 

Curtiss'  (Carltou  B.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  58//1  Rejiment. 

Dabiiey's  (W.  J.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops. 

Dandy's  (George  B.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  IQWh  Regiment. 

Darling's  (John  A.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Joseph  Roberts'  Artillery. 

Davis'  (Hasbrouck)  Cavalry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Davis'  (James  E.)  Artillery.     See  Montgomery  True  Bines  Artillery. 

Davis'  (Joseph  D.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  With,  Regiment. 

Davis'  (Phiueas  A.)  Artillery.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  7th  Battery. 

Davis'  (William  W.  H.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  104th  Regiment. 

Day's  (Joseph  M.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  4Qtii  Regiment. 

Day's  (Samuel  C.)  Artillery.     See  Joseph  J.  Morrison's  Artillery. 

De  Forest's  (Jacob  J. )  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  81*£  Regiment. 

Denny's  (J.  Waldo)  Infantry.     See  A.  B.  R.  Sprague's  Infantry. 

Derrom's  (Andrew)  Infantry.     See  New  Jersey  Troops,  25th  Regiment. 

Devane's  (W.  S.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  61s/  Regiment. 

Dobbs'  (Cyrus  J.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  13th  R<giment. 

Doby's  (James)  Cavalry.     See  Holconibe  Legion. 

Dodge's  (Charles  C.)  Mounted  Rifles.     See  New  York  Troops,  7th  Regiment,  Cavalry 

Dodge's  (John  C.,  jr.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  52rf  Regiment. 

Donohoe's  (Michael  T.)  Infantry.     See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

Drake's  (Jeremiah  C.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  112th  Regiment. 

Drennan's  (James  M.)  Infantry.     See  A.  B.  R.  Spragne's  Infantry. 

Duke's  (R.  T.  W.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  46th  Regiment. 

Durkee's  (Charles)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  9Sth  Regiment. 

Dyer's  (Samuel  A.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  175th  Regiment. 

Easterly's  (George  B.)  Artillery.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  4th  Battery. 

Edmands'  (T.  F.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  24th  Regiment. 

Edmundson's  (H.  A.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  27th  Battalion,  P.  R. 

Elliott's  (John  Thompson)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 

Ellis'  (Andrew  J.)  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Battalion, 
Batttry  A. 

Elwell's  (Andrew)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  2'3d  Regiment. 

Enfans  Perdus  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops. 

England's  (Theophilus  L.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  ^th  Regiment. 

Eure's  (M.  L.)  Cavalry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Regiment. 

Evans'  (P.  G.)  Cavalry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  oth  Regiment. 

Ewer's  (Barnabas,  jr.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Pagan's  (Andrew)  Artillery.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  B. 

Faison's  (Paul  F.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  56th  Regiment. 

Parrar's  (Judson  S.)  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  26th  Regiment. 

Fauquier  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops. 

Fellows'  (John  F.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  17th  Regiment. 

Ferebee's  (D.  D.)  Cavalry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  4th  Regiment. 

Ferguson's  (Alouzo)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  15'2fZ  Regiment. 

Fitch's  (Butler)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  3th  Battery. 

Fitz  Simmons'  (Charles)  Cavalry.     See  $.  II.  Mix's  Cavalry. 

Flemming's  (J.  A.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  49th  Regiment. 

Follansbee's  (Albert  S.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Follett's  (Frederick  M.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  4th  Regiment,  Bat 
tery  D. 

Folk's  (George  N.)  Cavalry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  7th  Battalion. 

Foster's  (Robert  S.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  13fft  Regiment. 
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Frankle's  (Jones)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops.  17th  Regiment. 
French's  (D.  A.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops. 
Fuller's  (Thomas  C.)  Artillery.     See  J.  B.  Starr's  Artillery. 
Fulton's  (Andrew  J.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  166?/i  Regiment. 
Garden's  (H.  R.)  Artillery.     See  Palmetto  Artillery. 
Garrard's  (Jeptha)  Cavalry.     See  S.  H.  Mix's  Cavalry. 
Garrett's  (W.  N.)  Infantry.     See  L.  M.  Allen's  Infantry. 
Gee's  (B.  H.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  59M  Regiment. 
German  Artillery.     See  South  Carolina  Troops. 
Gibbs'  (Alfred)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  130th  Regiment. 
Gibbs'  (George  C.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  4'2d  Regiment. 
Gibson's  (A.  A.)  Artillery.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  2d  Regiment,  Heavy. 
Gilliss'  (James)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  5th  Regiment,  Battery  A. 
Goode's  (J.  Thomas)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  4th  Regiment,  Heavy. 
Graham's  (Edward)  Artillery.     See  Petersburg  Rocket  Artillery. 
Graham's  (G.  W.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 
Graham's  (J.)  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Reg t.,  Bat'y  C. 
Graham's  (W.  A.)  Cavalry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Regiment. 
Grammer's  (W.  T.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 
Gray's  (Charles  O.)  Infantry.     See  Neiv  York  Troops,  96th  Regiment. 
Gregory's  (David  E.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  144th  Regiment. 
Griffin's  (Joel  E.)  Cavalry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  6'2d  Regiment. 
Grimshaw's  (Arthur  H.)  Infantry.     See  Delaware  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 
Guion's  (George  M.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  148/7*  Regiment. 
Hall's  (E.  D.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  46th  Regiment. 
Hall's  (Newton)  Artillery.     See  S.  H.  Mix's  Cavalry. 
Hall's  (William  P.)  Cavalry.     See  New  York  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 
Hampden  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops. 
Hampton  Legion.    See  South  Carolina  Troops. 
Hargrove  Blues,  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops. 
Harris  Light  Cavalry.     See  Neic  York  Troops, 2d  Regiment. 
Harris'  (Thomas  W.)  Cavalry.     See  P.  G-.  Evans1  Cavalry. 
Harrison's  (George  P.,  jr.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  32d  Regiment. 
Hart's  (T.  D.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  104th  Regiment. 
Hasbrouck's  (Henry  C.)  Artillery.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  41h  Regiment,  Bat 
tery  L. 

Hawkins'  (Rush  C.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops.  9th  Regiment. 
Hawley's  (Louis  J.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Wth  Regiment. 
Haynes'  (Thomas  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 
Heckman's  (Charles  A.)  Infantry.     See  New  Jersey  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 
Heine's  (William)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  103d  Regiment. 
Hill's  Company.     Official  designation  unknown.     See  Captain  Hill. 
Hill's  (James  C.)  Infantry.     See  R.  T.  IV.  Duke's  Infantry. 
Killer's  (Frederick  L.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  16th  Battery. 
Hinds'  (George  W.)  Infantry.     See  Neio  York  Troops,  96th  Regiment. 
Hitchcock's  (George  H.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  132d  Regiment. 
Holbrook's  (Charles  L.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  43d  Regiment. 
Holcombe  Legion.     See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Holland's  (W.  A.)  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 
Hook's  (Cornelius,  jr.)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  C. 
Howard's  (R.  V.  W.)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  4th  Regiment,  Battery  L. 
Howell's  (John  H.)  Artillery.     See  Neio  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment,  Battery  M. 
Howell's  (Joshua  B.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsyvania  Troops,  85th  Regiment. 
Hudson's  (James,  jr.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 
Humphrey  Troop,  Cavalry.     See  John  A.  Baker's  Cavalry. 
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Hunt's  (Lewis  C.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  92d  Regiment. 

Jack's  (Joseph)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  IQtith  Regiment. 

Jacobs'  (Ferris,  jr.)  Cavalry.     See  S.  H.  Mix's  Cavalry. 

James  City  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  5th  R+giment. 

Jenney's  (Edwin  S.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment,  Battery  F. 

Jocknick's  (George  F.)  Cavalry.     See  S.  H.  Mix's  Cavalry. 

Johnson's  (James)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  I78lh  Regiment. 

Johnson's  (James  A.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  172d  Regiment. 

Johnson's  (William)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  148th  Regiment. 

Jones'  (Jolin  A.)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops, 44th  Regiment. 

Jones'  (Jolm  Richter)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  58th  Regiment. 

Jordan's  (John  V.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  3lst  Regiment. 

Jourdan's  (James)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  158th  Regiment. 

Keese's  (Oliver,  jr.)  Infantry.     See  Neic  York  Troops,  118th  Regiment. 

Kenan's  (Thomas  S.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  43d  Regiment. 

Kennedy's  (T.  J.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Kilpatrick's  (Jndson)  Cavalry.     See  New  York  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

King's  (Reuben  V.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  85th  Regiment. 

Kleckner's  (Charles)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  17"2d  Regiment. 

Kleinz's  (Christopher)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Kiioderer's  (Charles  A,)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  167th  Regiment. 

Kurtz's  (John)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  23d  Regiment. 

Lamb's  (John  C.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  17th  Regiment. 

Lane's  (James  S.)  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 

Lechler's  (A.  A.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  176th  Regiment. 

Ledlie's  (James  H.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Lee's  (Francis  L.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  44th  Regiment. 

Lee's  (Horace  C.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  27th  Regiment. 

Lee's  (Jay  E.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  24th  Battery. 

Lee's  (John  C.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  99fft  Regiment. 

Leggett's  (Robert)  Infantry.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  Wlh  Regiment. 

Leventhorpe's  (C.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  llth  Regiment. 

Lewis'  (George  W.)  Cavalry.     See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Lewis'  (W.  B.)  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  10th  Battalion, 
Company  A. 

Lewis'  (William)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Littleton's  (John  K.)  Cavalry.     See  Wren's  Cavalry. 

Logic's  (William  K.)  Infantry.     See  Neio  York  Troops,  I4lst  Regiment. 

Lyman's  (Luke)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  27th  Regiment. 

Lyon's  (C.  A.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

McAfee's  (L.  M.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  49th  Regiment. 

Macbeth  Artillery.     See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

McBryde's  (M.  H.)  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 

McCandless'  (William  G.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

McCauley's  (C.  M.  T.)  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  Wth  Bat 
talion,  Company  C. 

McChesney's  (Joseph  M.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment 

McClees'  (N.)  Artillery.     See  J.  W.  Moore's  Artillery. 

McConihe's  (John)  Infantry.     See  Neio  York  Troops,  169th  Regiment. 

McDevitt's  (Martin)  Artillery.     See  John  F.  bailee's  Artillery. 

McEvily's  (William)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  155th  Regiment. 

Mclntire's  (A.)  Cavalry.     See  P.  G.  Evans'  Cavalry. 

Mclvor's  (James  P.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  170th  Regiment. 

McKibbin's  (David  B.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  158th  Regiment. 

McKnight's  (James)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  5th  Regiment,  Battery  M. 
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McMahon's  (James  P.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  I64th  Regiment. 
McMahon's  (J.  J.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  63d  Regiment. 
McNary's  (William  H.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  158th  Regiment. 
Macon  Artillery.     See  Georgia  Troops. 

Macoii's  (M.  C.)  Artillery.     See  Richmond  Fayette  Artillery. 
MacRae's  (A.)  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 
Madison  Light  Artillery.    See  Mississippi  Troops. 

Magruder's  (John  Bowie)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  57th  Regiment. 
Mallett's  (Peter)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 
Manchester's  (H.  A. )  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Marine  Artillery. 
Marshall's  (J-.  K.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  52d  Regiment. 
Martin's  (S.  Taylor)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops. 

Martin's  (W.  F.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  17th  Regiment. 
Maxwell's  (Wilson  C.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  103d  Regiment. 
Mercer's  (William  E.)  Artillery.     See  William  J.  Biggs'  Artillery. 
Merriman's  (T.  Adams)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  92d  Regiment. 
Mink's  (Charles  E.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  H. 
Minor's  (R.  D.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Mh  Battalion,  Local  Defense  (Naval). 
Mitchell's  (B.  B.)  Cavalry.     See  S.  P.  Spear's  Cavalry. 
Mix's  (John)  Cavalry.     See  New  York  Troops,  '3d  Regiment. 
Mix's  (Simon  H.)  Cavalry.     See  New  York  'Troops,  '3d  Regiment. 
Mizell's  (Jonathan  T.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 
Moise's  (E.  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Confederate  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 
Montgomery  True  Blues,  Artillery.     See  Alabama  Troops. 
Moore's  (A.  C.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  29th  Regiment. 

Moore's  (A.  D.)  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regt.,  Bat'y  E. 
Moore's  (J.  G. )  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  '3d  Battalion,  Bat 
tery  C. 

Moore's  (Julius  W.)  Cavalry.     See  John  A.  Baker's  Cavalry. 

Moore's  (J.  W.)  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Battalion. 
Morris'  (David  B.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  101st  Regiment. 
Morrison's  (Joseph)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  8$th  Regiment. 
Morrison's  (Joseph  J.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment,  Battery  B. 
Moschell's  (John  F.)  Cavalry.     See  S.  H.  Mix's  Cavalry. 
Moseley's  (E.  F.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Murchison's  (Alexander)  Cavalry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  '3d  Regt. 
Murphy's  (Mathew)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  182d  Regiment. 
Murray's  (Albert  M.)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  5M  Regiment,  Battery  A. 
Nagle's  (Daniel)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  17'3d  Regiment. 
Nelson's  (William  B.)  Cavalry.     See  Thomas  Legion. 

Nethercutt's  (J.  H.)  Rangers.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  Sth  Battalion. 
Newkirk's  (Abram  F.)  Cavalry.     See  John  A.  Baker's  Cavalry. 
Nichols'  (J.  W.)  Cavalry.     See  J.  R.  Griffin's  Cavalry. 
Nields'  (Benjamin)  Artillery.     See  Delaware  Troops,  1st  Battery. 
Norfleet's  (Hamliu)  Cavalry.     See  North  Carolina  Troop*,  Confederate. 
Norfolk  Blues,  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops. 
Nyce's  (John)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  174th  Regiment. 
Onderdonk's  (Benjamin  F.)  Cavalry.     See  New  York  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 
O'Neil's  (John)  Artillery.     See  William  J.  Riggs'  Artillery. 

Orwig's  (Thomas  G.)  Artillery.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  E. 
Osborn's  (Francis  A.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  21th  Regiment. 
Osborn's  (Thomas  O.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  '39th  Regiment. 
Otis'  (John  L.)  Infantry.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 
Owens'  (W.  A.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  53d  Regiment. 
Page's  (P.  K.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  26th  Regiment. 
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Palmetto  Artillery.     See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Palmetto  Battalion  Artillery.     See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Palmetto  Sharpshooters.     See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Pardee's  (Benjamin  S.)  Infantry.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  ICth  Regiment. 

Paris'  (Andrew  B.)  Artillery.     See  Staunton  Hill  Artillery. 

Pasquotank  Guerrillas,  Infantry.     See  Elliott's  Infantry. 

Patton's  (Alexander  G.)  Cavalry.     See  New  York  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Pease's  (William  R.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  117 th  Regiment. 

Peirson's  (George  H.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  f>//<  Regiment. 

Perkins'  (Elisha  A.)  Cavalry.     See  John  A.  Baker's  Cavalry. 

Petersburg  Rocket  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops. 

Pickett's  ( Josiah)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  25th  Regiment. 

Plaisted's  (Harris  M.)  Infantry.     See  Maine  Troops,  llth  Regiment. 

Poage's  (Thomas)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  50£;»  Regiment. 

Pollock's  (W.  K.)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  C. 

Pond's  (Francis B.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  62d  Regiment. 

Pond's  (Nathan  P.)  Cavalry.     See  S.  H.  Mix's  Cavalry. 

Pool's  (Stephen  D.)  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regiment 

Porter's  (Francis  E.)  Infantry      See  Massachusetts  Troops,  £th  Regiment. 

Potter's  (Edward  E.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

Preston's  (William  C.)  Artillery.     See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Radcliffe's  (J.  D.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  61st  Regiment. 

Randolph's  (John)  Cavalry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Regiment. 

Rankin's  (R.  G. )  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 

Ransom's  (Alfred)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  23d  Battery. 

Ransom's  (M.  W.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  35t/t  Regiment. 

Raulston's  (William  C.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  Qlst  Regiment. 

Regan's  (Peter  C.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  7th  Battery. 

Reid's  (Thomas  M. )  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  I82d  Regiment. 

Reilly's  (James)  Artillery.     See  Rowan  Artillery. 

Reinhart's  (H.  W.)  Cavalry.     See  John  A.  Baker1 8  Cavalry. 

Reynolds'  (Gerard)  Cavalry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  llth  Regiment 

Rhett's  (A.  Bui-net)  Artillery.     See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Richardson's  (Coliu)  Cavalry.     See  S.  H.  Mix1?  Cavalry. 

Richmond  Fayette  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops. 

Richmond's  (Silas  P.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Richter's  (Henry  M.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  25M  Regiment. 

Riggs'  (William  J.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment,  Battery  H. 

Ringold's  (Benjamin)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  103d  Regiment. 

Ripley's  (Edward  H.)  Infantry.     See  Vermont  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Roberts'  (Joseph)  Artillery.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  3d  Regiment,  Heavy. 

Roberts'  (W.  Dewees)  Cavalry.     See  S.  P.  Spear's  Cavalry. 

Robertson's  (J.  R.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  32d  Battalion. 

Rodgers'  (Andrew  J.)  Cavalry.     See  J.  R.  Robertson's  Cavalry. 

Rogers'  (S.  H.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  47th  Regiment. 

Rowan  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops. 

Ryerson's  (Henry  O.)  Infantry.     See  Neio  Jersey  Troops,  IQth  Regiment. 

Sanderlin's  (Willis  B.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 

Sanders'  (Euos  C.)  Infantry.     Sea  North  Carolina  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

Sanders' (Horace  T.)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  19th  Regiment. 

Schultz's  (Carl)  Artillery.     See  Charles  Bcger's  Artilleri/. 

Shaw's  (H.  M.)  Infantry.     See  North  Corolina  Troops,  Confederate,  8th  Regiment. 

Shiiigler's  (W.  P.)  Cavalry.     See  Holcombe  Legion. 

Shurtleff's  (William  S.) Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  46th  Regiment. 

Slaten's  (C.  W.)  Artillery.     See  Macon  Artillery. 
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Sikes'  (J.  H.)  Cavalry.     See  W.  C.  Claiborne's  Cavalry. 

Simpson's  (John  G.)  Artillery.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  A. 

Simpson's  (Thomas)  Artillery.     See  James  Belger's  Artillery. 

Sissoii's  (Henry  T.)  Infantry.     See  Rhode  Inland  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Small's  (Nathaniel  W.)  Signal  Corps.     See  Confederate  Troops. 

Smith's  (Benjamin  G.)  Cavalry.     See  John  A.  Baker's  Cavalry. 

Smith's  (Lewis  W.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  169th  Regiment. 

Smoot's  (D.  L.)  Artillery-     See  Alexandria  Artillery. 

Spear's  (Samuel  P.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  llth  Regiment. 

Sprague's  (Augustus  B.  R.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  51st  Regiment. 

Stahl's  (William  H.)  Artille^.     See  New  York  Troops,  19lh  Battery. 

Stark's  (A.  W.)  Artillery.     See  Armistead's  and  French's  Batteries. 

Starr's  (J.  B.)  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Regt.,  Bat'y  B. 

Staunton  Hill  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops. 

Stedmaii's  (Griffin  A.,  jr.)  Infantry.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  llth  Regiment. 

Stevens'  (Aaron  F. )  Infantry.     See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 

Stevens'  (C.  H.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  24th  Regiment. 

Stevenson's  (John  S.)  Artillery.      See  Joseph  Roberts'  Artillery. 

Stevenson's  (Robert  II.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  24th  Regiment. 

Stewart's  (Charles  H.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  '3d  Regiment. 

Stone's  (Henry  M.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Storer's  (Jacob  J.)  Infantry.     See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 

Stribling's  (Robert  M.)  Artillery.     See  Fauquier  Artillery. 

Sturdivant's  (N.  A.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops. 

Swindell's  (Edward  S.)  Rangers.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 

Tabb's  (William  B.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops, 59th  Regiment. 

Tait's  (George)  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 

Taylor's  (Alexander  W.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Idlst  Regiment. 

Tevis'  (C.  Carrol])  Infantry.     See  Delaware  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Tew's  (George  W. )  Infantry.     See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Thomas'  (George  W.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment,  Battery  L 

Thomas'  (W.  II.)  Legion  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 

Thorp's  (Thomas  J.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  130th  Regiment. 

Tolles  (Samuel)  Infantry.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  15th  Regiment. 

Trigg's  (Robert  C.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  54th  Regiment. 

Troxel's  (Elias  S.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  158th  Regiment. 

Uphanvs  (Charles  L.)  Infantry.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  15th  Regiment. 

Vallee's  (Jolm  F.)  Artillery.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  4th  Battery. 

Van  Wyck's  (Charles  H.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops, 5Gth  Regiment. 

Voris'  (A.  C.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  67th  Regiment. 

Vought's  (Philip  G.)  Cavalry.     See  New  York  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Wall's  (John)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment,  Battery  G. 

Wallace's  (G.  A.)  Infantry.     See  W.  B.  TaWs  Infantry. 

Waller's  (Richard  P.)  Infantry.     See   Virginia  Troops,  2d  Battalion,  Local  Defense 

(Quartermaster's  Department). 

Ward's  (George)  Artillery.     See  Madison  Light  Artillery. 
Ward's  (John  E.)  Infantry.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 
Wardrop's  (David  W.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  99th  Regiment. 
Washington's  (J.  A.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Con  federate,  50th  Regt. 
Waties'  (John)  Artillery.     See  Palmetto  Battalion,  Battery  B. 
Wead's  (Frederick  F.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  9Sth  Regiment. 
Webb's  (Louis  H.)  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 
"Webb's  (W.  W.)  Infantry.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  Wth  Regiment. 
Wellman's  (Abijah  J.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  85th Regiment. 
Wheelan's  (James  N.)  Cavalry.     See  Charles  C.  Dodge's  Cavalry. 
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Wheeler's  (John  J.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  56//1  Regiment. 

Wheeler's  (S.  J.)  Cavalry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confedtrate,  IWi  Battalion. 

Whipple's  (Charles)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  19th  Regiment. 

White's  (Alviu)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  117th  Regiment. 

White's  (David  B. )  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  81st  Regiment. 

Whitford's  (John  N.)  Partisans.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 

Whitney's  (Stephen)  Artillery.     See  Fredirick  M.  FolletVs  Artilltnj. 

Whiton's  (John  C.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  43d  Regiment. 

Whitty's  (Jasper  M.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  G9//i  Regimtnt. 

Wiestling's  (George  B.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  177th  Regiment. 

Wilkins'   (Edward)  Infantry.     See   Maryland   Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  Eastern 

Shore  Home  Guards. 

Williams'  (Augustus  H.  D.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  ll/h  Regiment. 
Williams'  (Robert)  Cavalry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 
Willsoii's  (John  M.)  Cavalry.     See  S.  If.  Mix's  Cavalry. 

Wilson's  (William  R.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  F. 
Winaiis'  (Ira)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  Wth  Regiment. 
Woodford's  (Stewart  L.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  127th  Regiment. 
Wren's  (John  F.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  40th  Battalion. 
Wright's  (C.  G.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 
Wright's  (S.  T.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops. 
Wyatt's  (James  W.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops. 

Young's  (W.  L.)  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  10th  Battalion. 
Zabriskie's  (Abram)  Infantry.     See  New  Jersey  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 


Brigades,  Divisions,  Corps,  Armies,  and  improvised  organizations  are  "  Mentioned  "  under  name  of 
commanding  officer  ,•  State  and  other  organizations  under  their  official  designation.  (See  Alternate 
Designations,  pp.  1096-1104.) 
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Abandoned  and  Captured  Property.    See  Re/ugws,  Freedmen  and  Abandoned 
Lands. 

Abbitt,  G.  W.     Mentioned 342 

Abercrombie,  John  J.    Mentioned.... 271,323,372,608 

Absentees.    Communications  from 

Davis,  Jefferson 1053 

Hill,  D.  H 1052 

Lee,  EobertE 1066 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 821,860,928 

)    - .  A.  C.  Broderick,  Sloop.     Mentioned 431,437 

>^  Ackerly,  Albert  J.     Mentioned 140 

\    Adams,  Thomas.    Mentioned 880 

«*  Adams,  Zachariah  T.     Mentioned 34,1049 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A. 

L  Correspondence  with  Innis  N.  Palmer 578,589 

Orders,  General,  series  1862:  No.  214,  492. 
Orders,  General,  series  1863 :  No.  88,  580. 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A. 
Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 817,826,833,1031 

Elzey,  Arnold , 1058 

Evans,  N.  G 114 

French,  Samuel  G 773,846,861,864,873,1028 

Hill,  A.  P 888 

Hill,  D.  H 1028, 1032, 1034, 1061, 1067, 1079, 1082, 1084 

Lee,  RobertE 875,1028,1029,1034 

Longstreet,  James 895, 

900, 907, 909, 913, 914, 918, 927, 930, 1029, 1032, 1034, 1037 

Martin,  W.  F , 851 

Milligan,  J.  F 741 

Morris,  W.  S 958 

Pickett,  George  E 884 

Richmond  Press 958 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C e 848,913,922 

Winder,  J.  H 931 

Orders,  General,  series  1862 :  No.  69,  748. 

Orders,  General,  series  1863 ;  No.  34,  953 ;  No.  112,  1095. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1862:  No.  211,  743;  No.  262,  770;  No.  288,  793; 

No.  298,  807. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863 :  No.  32,  872 ;  No.  44,  889 ;  No.  99, 1020 ;  No. 
116,  1062;  No.  122,  1070;  No.  127,  1077. 

Aiken,  Mr.     Mentioned 456 
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Alabama  (290),  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 453,834 

Alabama  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  Montgomery  True  Blues,  190, 191. 
Infantry — Companies:  Avirett's,  154,508.     Regiments:  4th,  782;  44th,  336, 

337,  637  ;  48th,  338. 
Albemarle,  District  of  the.     (Union.)    See  North  Carolina,  Department  of. 

Alden,  Alonzo.     Mentioned 272,295 

Alert,  Steamer.     Mentioned 241 

Alert,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 276,595,611,617,662 

Alexander,  Schooner.     Mentioned 437 

Alexander,  Aldon.     Mentioned 191 

Alexander,  Barton  S.     Mentioned 373 

Alexander,  E.  P.     Mentioned 947 

Alexander,  John  M.    Mentioned 18 

Alexander,  W.  T.     Correspondence  with  Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A. 928 

Alford,  Samuel  M.    Mentioned 411, 

441,  442,  467,  468,  486,  494,  499,  532,  546,  574,  675,  677,  733,  736,  1093 

Alida,  Steam  Tug.    Mentioned 242 

Alleghanian,  Ship.     Mentioned 554 

Allen,  Acting  Master.     Mentioned 14 

Allen,  L.  M.     Mentioned 853,  867,893 

Allen,  Richard  J.    Mentioned 364,365 

Allen,  W.  A.     Mentioned 1020 

Allen,  William.    Mentioned 70 

Allen,  William  A.     Mentioned 117-119 

Allgood,  Horace.    Mentioned 880 

Allis,  James  A.    Mentioned 71, 72 

Allison,  Steamer.     Mentioned 58, 105, 106, 172, 181, 182, 223, 224, 229, 237, 646 

Ames,  J.  P.     Mentioned 351 

Amory,  Thomas  J.  C. 
Correspondence  with 

Foster,  John  G 527 

Moschell,  JohnF 27 

Mentioned 21,26, 

27,  54-57,  66,  81,  85,  127, 129,  130,  186,  237,246,  248,  251,  252,  343,  345,  346, 
349,  351,  365, 378, 402,  411, 468, 500, 524,  533,  548,  577,  598,  665,  666,  678,  736 
Reports  of 

Goldsborough,  N.  C.    Operations  Dec.  14-17, 1862,  during  expedition  to.        75 

New  Berne,  N.  C.     Demonstration  on,  Nov.  11,  18G2 24 

Anderson,  General.     Mentioned 435 

Anderson,  Archer.     Mentioned 986 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see  I).  H.  Hill. 
Anderson,  Fort,  N.  C.    Attack  on,  March  14,  1863. 
Communications  from 

Anderson,  Hiram,  jr 185 

Barstow,  Nathaniel  S 172 

Foster,  J.  G 185 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S.,  with  Army 170-172, 184, 186, 193, 194 

Reports  of 

Barstow,  Nathaniel  S  .' 185 

Pettigrew,  J.  J 189 

Taylor,  David  A 184 

See  also 

March  6-10,  1863.  New  Berne,  N.  C.     Expedition  from.    Reports  of 
Fricker,  Joseph.  Taylor,  David  A. 
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Anderson,  Fort,  N.  C.    Attack  on,  March  14,  1863 — Continued. 
See  also 

March  8-16,  1863.  New  Berne,  N.  C.     Expedition  against.     Reports  of 
Foster,  John  G.  Hill,  D.  H. 

Haskell,  John  C.  Pettigrew,  John  J. 

Anderson,  G.  T.    Mentioned 268,  605,  607,  632,  690,  915,  917, 1033 

Anderson,  Hiram,  jr. 

Correspondence  with  John  G.  Foster _..       185 

Mentioned 100,172,184-186,500,577 

Anderson,  John  F.    Mentioned 512,585 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see  Henry  W.  Wessells. 

Anderson,  Richard  H.     Mentioned 488 

Andrew,  John  A.     Mentioned 391, 395, 461 

Andrews,  William  G.     Mentioned 849 

Andrews,  William  S. 

Mentioned 258 

Report  of  expedition  from  Yorktown,  Va.,  April  1,  1863 257 

Angel,  James  R.     Mentioned 64, 65 

Annie  L.  Edwards,  Schooner.    Mentioned 223, 224, 242 

Antioch  Church,  Va.     Skirmish  at,  May  23,  1862.     See  Norfolk  and  Peters- 
burg  Railroad,  Va.     Operations  on  the,  May  15-28,  1863. 

Arago,  Steamer.     Mentioned 470 

Armfield,  R.  F.     Correspondence  with  Governor  of  North  Carolina    886 

Armistead,  A.  D.     Mentioned 920 

Armistead,  L.  A.     Mentioned 385,915,917,929,1038,1090 

Armor,  David  M.    Mentioned 181,500 

Arms,  Ammunition,  etc.     Supplies  of.     See  Munitions  of  War. 

Army  Corps,  7th,  Department  of  Virginia.     Orders,  General  and  Special. 

See  Virginia,  Department  of. 
Army  Corps,  9th. 

Buruside,  Ambrose  E.,  resumes  command  of 539 

Composition  of  Third  Division  of,  left  in  Department  of  Virginia 570 

Third  Division  of,  transferred  to  Suffolk,  Va 3, 558, 562 

Transfer  of,  to  the 

Ohio,  Department  of 3, 562-565, 946, 948-950, 953, 954,  956, 966 

Virginia,  Department  of 2, 149, 534, 536, 876, 877, 879,  P88, 889, 896 

Army  Corps,  18th,  Department  of  North  Carolina. 

Brigade  and  division  organization  resumed 598, 599 

Constituted 492 

Foster,  John  G.,  assigned  to  command 492 

Orders,  General  and  Special.     See  North  Carolina,  Department  of.     (  Union.) 
Army  Corps,  Loiigstreet's.    Transfer  of,  for  defense  of  Richmond.  2, 876. 880, 882-884 
Army  Headquarters. 
Correspondence  with 

Barnard,  John  G 712 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 491,497,511,537,539 

Cullum,  George  W 712 

Dix,  John  A 11, 126, 285, 378, 382, 384-390, 392, 393; 

395,  396, 398-401, 406,  409,  417, 435,  456, 459-462,  466, 473, 477-479,  482,  487* 
488, 490-492, 494,  496, 497, 502, 503, 508, 509, 511, 513, 515,  517, 518, 522, 528, 
529, 531, 534, 536, 549, 551, 553, 555, 556, 558, 563,  568, 570, 579,  603, 608, 610, 
613,  618-620,  622, 624,  625, 632, 634-636,649, 653, 657, 660, 663, 666,  671,  679, 
682,686-689,699,701,704-707,709,711,717-720,  725-727,  730,  732,738,740 
Engineer  Department,  U.  S.  A 540 
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Army  Headquarters — Continued. 
Correspondence  with 

Foster,  John  G 401,  414,  447, 457,  469,  476,  481,  469,  490, 520, 

524,  530, 533, 53*,  541, 549,  556,  562,  622,  623,  627,  659,  699, 700,  709, 711,  713 

Heintzelraai),  Samuel  P 608,  637 

Hooker,  Joseph ,, „.  683,709 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 585-589,  591,  592,  595,  596,  599,  601,  603,  604, 609, 739 

King,  Rufus 706,708 

McClellan,  George  B 375 

Mansfield,  J.  K.  F 385 

Naglee,  Henry  M 607,608 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 388 

Palmer,  Innis  N 612,617,637 

Parke,  John  G 565 

Peck,  John  J 391, 

472,  600,  605,  606,  610,  614,  619,  620,  626,  632, 653,  667,  684,  692 

Totten,  J.  G 712 

Orders,  General,  series  1862 :  No.  410,  492. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1862:  No.  229,  387;  No.  290,  427;  No.  394,  482; 

No.  414,  494. 
Orders,  Special,  series  1863:  No.  125,  563;  No.  136,  567;  No.  190,  659; 

No.  200,  686;  No.  249,  740. 

Review  of  report  of  Board  of  Army  Officers  on  defenses  of  Yorktown,  Ya. .       381 
Army  Transportation.     Supplies  of.     See  Munitions  of  War. 

Arnold,  H.  N.  T.     Mentioned 515 

Arnold,  Job. 

Mentioned .... 83,378 

Report  of  expedition  from  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  Nov.  1-1%  1862 23 

Arnold,  John  S.     Mentioned 1093 

Arnold,  Joseph  S.    Mentioned 734 

Arrow,  Steamer. 

Capture  of  the,  May  15,  1863, 
Communications  from 

Peck,  John  J 722 

S*rc»tton,  Franklin  A , 356 

Viele,  Egbert  L ', , 356 

Wessells,  Henry  W , 355 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  tJ.  S.,  with  Army ^. , 355 

Reports  of 

Porter,  Francis  E .., 355 

Roberts,  W.  D*jwees 356 

Mentioned 355,356,731 

Arctic,  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 820,863 

Ashby,  George  E.     Mentioned 64 

Ashland,  Va.     Skirmish  at,  May  3,  18(53 3 

A.  S.  Fearcy,  Schooner.     Mentioned 402 

Averell,  W.  W.     Mentioned 382 

Avery,  William  B.     Report  of  affiwr  near  Shiloh,  N.  C.,  Sept.  20, 1862- 14 

Avirett,  John  Alfred,  jr.     Mentioned 508 

Aylett's,  Va.     Skirmish  at,  May  5,  1863.     See  Mng  to  Balleck,  p,  708. 

B .     Mentioned 1022 

Babcock,  Charles  A.     Mentioned 357, 417, 425,  427, 432, 699 

Babcock,  Courtlandt  G.     Mentioned 100 

Babcock.  O.  E.     Mentioned 585 

Bailey,  D.  J.     Mentioned 499 
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Bailey,  John  L.    Mentioned 861 

Baily,  George  W.     Mentioned „..        44 

Baird,  E.  R. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 1091 

Mentioned 1091 

Baker,  Horace  P.     Mentioned ...   62,171,217 

Baker,  John  A. 

Correspondence  with  W.  H.  C.  Whiting 821, 844,  850,  851, 858 

Mentioned 70, 114,  564,  851,  913,  963, 1<037, 1039 

Baker,  L.  S.     Mentioned 1088 

Baker,  William  N.     Mentioned 62 

Ball,  WilliamB.     Mentioned 777 

Ball,  Wilson  F.     Mentioned „ 100 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P.     Mentioned 37, 108, 393, 459, 464, 482, 487, 488, 490, 790, 801 

Barber's  Cross-Roads,  Va.     Skirmish  at,  May  23, 1863.     See  Norfolk  and  Pe- 
tersburg  Railroad,  Va.     Operations  on  the,  May  15-28,  1863. 

Barbour,  Will  M.    Mentioned , 1)61 

Barker,  Thomas.    Mentioned 44 

Barksdale,  R.    Mentioned 896 

Barnard,  John  €K 

Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarters 712 

Mentioned 712 

Barnes,  Mr.     Mentioned 144 

Barnes,  David  A.     For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  North  Carolina,  Governor  &f. 
Barney,  Commodore,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned ....  277, 278, 806, 319, 425, 639, 660, 672, 702 

Barreda,  Federico  L.     Mentioned 423 

Barrington,  Stephen  G.     Mentioned 951,1023 

Barrows,  A.  L.     Mentioned 944,945 

Barstow,  Nathaniel  S. 

Correspondence  with  John  G.  Foster .. 172 

Mentioned 61 , 170-172, 184, 185 

Report  of  attack  on  Fort  Anderson,  N.  C.,  March  14,  1863 185 

Bartholomew,  Walter  G. 

Mentioned 145-147, 640,  736 

Report  of  demonstration  on.  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  March  10-13,  1863 199 

Bartlett,  George  W.     Mentioned .' 87,368 

For  correspondence  as  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see  H.  C.  Let. 
Barton,  James. 

Mentioned 238 

Report  of  expedition  toward  Kinston,  N.  C.,  April  16-21,  1863 238 

Bassett,  Samuel.     Mentioned 315 

Batchelder's  Creek,  N.  C. 

Expedition  from,  Feb.  12-13,  1863. 

Inventory  of  Ordnance,  etc.,  captured  at  Sandy  Ridge,  N.  C 155 

Reports  of  John  Richter  Jones 153, 154 

Skirmishes  at. 

Feb.  10,  1863 2 

May  23,  1863.     See  Kimton,  N.  C.     Demonstration  on,  May  20-23,  1863. 

Baughman,  Charles.     Mentioned 67 

Bayley,  Samuel  H.     Mentioned 206 

Baylor,  Thomas  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Johnson,  A.  B 664 

Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  A 672 

Mentioned 482,664,667 
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Beach,  Francis.     Mentioned -277,294,J312,575,735 

Beatty,  Miller.    Mentioned 358,722 

Beaufort,  District  of.     (Union.)     See  North  Carolina,  Department  of. 

Beaumont,  Eugene  B.     Mentioned 632 

Beauregard,  G.  T. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 817, 826, 833, 1031 

Fraser,  John,  &  Co 781,783 

Hill,  D.  H 892,1007,1012,1017,1021,1030,1036 

Longstreet,  Jaines « 905 

Mercer,  H.  W 817 

Pryor,  Roger  A 790 

Smith,  Gustavus  W 806,813,825,833,836 

Walker,  W.  S 1013 

War  Department,  C.  S 799,  811-81 3, 816, 822, 1012, 1013, 1017 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 780,791,805,806,816,821,822,825- 

827,833,  836,  838,  839,  842,  850,871,875,  881,1011,  1012,  1017,  1035,  1058 

Mentioned. . .  107, 108,  210, 740, 790,  799,  802-804,  812, 815,  816, 830, 832,  833,  844,  849, 

858, 864, 867, 868, 871-873, 875, 876, 882, 892, 897, 907, 908, 911, 912, 926, 962, 

972, 977, 979-982, 987, 998, 1014-1017, 1022, 1032, 1052, 1076, 1080, 1081, 1089 

Beaver  Dain  Church,  Va.     Skirmish  at,  Dec.  1,  1862 2 

Beckham,  R.  F.     Mentioned 742,768 

Beecher,  Henry  B.    Mentioned 280 

Beecher,  Lina.     Mentioned 72, 221 

Beegle,  Daniel  F.     Mentioned 97,102 

Beger,  Charles.     Mentioned 302,303,576,734,1094 

Behm,  Charles  F.  W.     Mentioned 45,47,259 

Belden,  Nathan  A.     Mentioned 322 

Belger,  James.     Mentioned 22, 23, 64, 65, 83, 246, 251, 252, 469, 501, 578, 737 

Belknap,  Jonathan  S.     Mentioned 577, 737 

Bell,  Mr.     Mentioned 196 

Bell,  D.     Mentioned 750,788 

BeU,  William  F.     Mentioned 914 

Belo,  A.  H.     Mentioned 338-340 

Belvidere,  Steamer.     Mentioned 442,490,501,502 

Benbow,  H.  L.     Correspondence'with  W.  H.  C.  Whiting 873 

Bender,  W.  G. 

Correspondence  with  Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 757 

Mentioned 759,765 

Benjamin,  Judah  P.     Mentioned 1056 

Benjamin,  Samuel  N.     Mentioned 565 

Benning,  Henry  L.     Mentioned 687,688,690,692,1044 

Benson,  Harvey  "W.     Mentioned 258 

Benson,  Leon.     Mentioned 157, 158 

Bernard,  Mr.     Mentioned 462 

Berry,  Major.     Mentioned 654 

Bice,  Augustus  G.     Mentioned 100 

Bierer,  Everard.     Mentioned 240,242,249,578,737 

Biggs,  Herman.     Mentioned 259, 457, 512 

Big  Swift  Creek,  N.  C.     Skirmish  at,  April  19,  1863.     See  Itinerary  1st  Bri 
gade,  bth  Division,  18th  Army  Corps,  p.  254. 

Bircham,  Henry.     Mentioned 294 

Birchmeyer.  Paul.     Mentioned 63,66,67 
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Blackwater,  Va. 

Expedition  toward  the,  Jan.  8-10, 1863.     Report  of  Samuel  P.  Spear 125 

Reconnaissances  to  the,  Dec.  8-12,  1862. 
Communications  from 

Dix,  John  A 469,478,479 

French,  Samuel  G 45 

Peck,  John  J 41,42,469,477-479 

See  also  Dix  to  HallecTc,  p.  466. 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S.,  with  Army 40-42 

Reports  of 

Dix,  John  A 37,38 

Peck,  John  J 38-40 

Sikes,  J.  H 43 

Skirmishes  at  and  on  the. 
Oct.  3,  1862. 

Communications  from  John  J.  Peck 414 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S. ,  with  Army 15, 18, 19 

Reports  of 

Dix,  John  A 15,16 

Marshall,  J.  K '. 18 

Peck,  John  J 16,17 

Oct.  29,  1862 1 

Dec.  2,  1862. 

Communications  from  John  A.  Dix 470 

See  also  Peck  to  Halleck,  p.  472. 
Reports  of 

Dix,  John  A 35 

Peck,  John  J 36 

Blackwater  Bridge,  Va.      Skirmish   at   Nov.   14,  1862.      See    Suffolk,    Va. 
Operations  about,  Nov.  12-14,  1862. 

Blackwell,  R.  W.     Mentioned 896 

Blagden,  E.  R.    Mentioned 170 

Blair,  William  H.     Mentioned 576,734,1094 

Blake,  E.  C.  V,     Mentioned 544,545,550 

Blake,  John  A.    Mentioned 288,576 

Blake,  William  E. 

Correspondence  with  John  A.  Dix 545 

Mentioned 394,399,400,404,425,587 

Blockade.     Enforcement  and  efficiency  of.     Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 417 

Beauregard,  G.  T 781 

Dix,  John  A 382,394,398,404,406,408,409,412,414,417,418,421, 

426,  427,  431, 435-440,  443, 445,  449,  451, 454, 493,  540,  542,  544,  545,  553,  739 

Edisto,  Bark,  Master  of 621 

Fraser,  John  &  Co 783 

Harris,  T.  A 510 

Lee,  S.  P 393,394,399,400,402,408, 

413,  416, 417, 420, 422,  425,  426, 428,  430,  432,  433, 438-440, 447,  490,  507,  510, 
515,  534,  541,  544, 545, 547, 550,  553, 580, 587, 588, 595, 621, 651,  738,  740,  741 

Lincoln,  Abraham 452 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 429,  430,  448, 452 

Treasury  Department,  U.  S 450 

Viele,  Egbert  L 384 

War  Department,  U.  S 430,433,443,451,452,454 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 780,938,939 

See  also  Dix  to  Lee,  p.  409 ;  Peck  to  Dix,  p.  540 ;  Dix  to  Peck,  p.  541. 
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Blodgett,  J.  J.     Mentioned 134,138 

Blount,  Mr.     Mentioned 195,196 

Blount,  J.  G.     Mentioned 334,335 

Blount's  Creek,  N.  C.     Action  at,  April  9,  1863.     Eeport  of  Francis  B.  Spinola.       245 
See  also  Itineraries  of  Palmer,  p.  219 ;  Spiaola,  p.  254 ;  and  reports  of  Spinola, 
pp.  244, 247. 

Blunt,  Asa  P.    Mentioned 608 

Board  of  Army  Officers.    Defenses  of  Yorktowu,  Va. 

Appointed 379 

Report  of 379 

Review  of  report  of,  by  G.  W.  Cullum 381 

Boggan,  W.  H.     Mentioned 1020 

Boggs,  Francis  J. 

Mentioned 36,  37,  326, 331,  332 

Report  of  capture  of  Battery  Huger,Va.,  April  19,1863 333 

Bolles,  John  A. 

Appointed  ' '  Provost  Judge  "  for  Department  of  Virginia 503 

Mentioned 503 

For  correspondence  as  Aide-de-Canip,  see  John  A.  Dix. 

Bolton,  Henry.     Mentioned 869 

Bonaparte,  Napoleon.     Mentioned 609 

Booker,  L.    Mentioned 335 

Boomer,  E.     Mentioned 210 

Boughton,  Horace.    Mentioned 734 

Bovey,  A.  E.    Mentioned 654 

Bowdish,  Isaac  B.     Mentioned 272, 280 

Bowen,  Mr.    Mentioned 570 

Bowen,  J.  J.     Mentioned 512 

Bowen,  M.     Mentioned 498,506 

Bowen,  N.     Mentioned 565 

Bowler,  George.     Mentioned 91,469,500 

Bozemau,  D.  L.     Mentioned 336 

Brabble,  E.  C.     Mentioned 810,951,954,1057 

Bracken,  John.     Mentioned 315 

Bradford,  J.  A.  J.     Mentioned 865 

Bradford,  W.  D.     Mentioned 331,332,334 

Bradley,  Thomas.     Mentioned 575 

Brady,  A.  M.    Mentioned 44 

Brady,  H.  J.     Mentioned 575 

Bragg,  Braxton.     Mentioned 284, 727,  812, 813,  816, 820 

Braham,  J.  B.    Mentioned 437 

Branch,  E.  B.     Mentioned 1037 

Branch,  James.     Mentioned 809 

Bratton,  John.     Mentioned 564,585 

Briggs,  Smith,  Steamer.     Mentioned 268, 

276, 277, 280, 610, 613, 616, 620, 636, 654,  674, 697 

Brigham,  Charles.     Mentioned .' 369 

Brightman,  Nicholas  W.     Mentioned 70 

Brilliant,  Schooner.     Mentioned 475 

Brinkerhoff,  Captain.     Mentioned 157, 158 

Bristol,L.  A.     Mentioned 122 

British  Consul,    Charleston,    S.   C.     For  correspondence,   etc.,    see  N.   I\ 

Walker. 
Britton,  William  T.    Mentioned 19 
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Brock,  E.  H.     Mentioned 395 

Brockway,  C.  B.     Mentioned 576 

Broderick,  A.  C.,  Sloop.     Mentioned 431,437 

Brooks,  John,  Steamer.     Mentioned „ 502 

Bronson,  David.     Mentioned 89 

Bronson,  Stephen.     Mentioned 701 

Brown, .     Mentioned 562 

Brown, .     Mentioned .„ 990 

Brown,  A.  Benson.     Mentioned _ 95 

Brown,  C.  H.     Mentioned ,„ 267 

Brown,  Edward  L.     Mentioned 153, 154,  514 

Brown,  Edward  P.     Mentioned » ta 390 

Brown,  Enoch.     Mentioned 860 

Brown,  G.  H.     Mentioned 195,196 

Brown,  H.  W.     Mentioned 737 

Brown,  Jack. 

Correspondence  with  Arnold  El zey 921 

Mentioned 802,866,901,917,952,997,998 

Brown,  John.     Mentioned 130 

Brown,  John  C.     Mentioned 532,546,574 

Brown,  John  E.     Mentioned 201,202,572,945,946,953 

Brown,  J.  W.     Mentioned 274 

Brown,  William  R.     Mentioned 576,734 

Brown,  W.  Leroy.     Mentioned 1092 

Bruce,  G.  A.     Mentioned 816,320 

Bryan,  E.  P.     Mentioned 676 

Bryant,  Andre w  S.     Mentioned 369 

Buehler,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 277,575,734,1093 

Buell,  Clarence.    Mentioned 272,295 

Buffum,  Martin  P.    Mentioned 319,575,735 

Bunch,  Robert.     Mentioned 781 

Bunting,  Samuel  R.     Mentioned 971, 992 

Bunting,  Thomas  O.     Mentioned 196 

Burden,  Henry,  Steamer.     Mentioned 599,^01 

Burgess,  Cornelius.     Mentioned 259 

Burgess,  Nicholas.     Mentioned 259 

Burgess,  Peter.     Mentioned 259 

Burgess,  Stephen.     Mentioned 259 

Burgwyn,  H.  K.,  jr.     Mentioned 192 

Burhans,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 577 

Burke,  F.  E.     Mentioned 43 

Burke,  James  C.     Mentioned w 1093 

Burke,  William  H.     Mentioned 157,158,246,251 

Burleson,  Asa  R.     Mentioned 260 

Burnham,  George  S.     Mentioned 734 

Burns,  William  W.     Mentioned 565 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E. 

Assignments  to  command 539 

Co-operation  of,  with  Dix  and  Foster.     Communications  from  Army  Head 
quarters  497 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 491,497,511,537,539 

French,  William  H 562 

Parke,  John  G 563-565 

Quartermaster-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A 536 
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Burnside,  Ambrose  E.— Continued. 

Mentioned 12, 284, 424, 457, 477-479, 483-485, 496, 507, 508,  525, 

539,  565,  567, 570,  784, 789, 813, 814,  817-820, 830, 837-839,  844,  882, 883, 886, 
889,  907,  908,  911,944,  946,948,950,  953,  954,960,961,963,966,  1030,1047 

Kesumes  command  of  9th  Army  Corps 539 

Burnt  Ordinary,  Va. 

Reconnaissance  to,  Dec.  17,1862 2 

Skirmish  at,  Jan.  19,  1863.     See  Williamsburg,   Va.     Scout  from,  Jan.  19, 
1863. 

Burpee,  Thomas  F.     Mentioned 735 

Burroughs,  Mr.     Mentioned 393 

Burroughs,  Edgar.     Mentioned 744,749 

Bush,  Elizabeth,  Schooner.     Mentioned 534 

Bush,  George.     Mentioned 534 

Bushnell,  Lyndes  C.    Mentioned 322 

Bust,  Ed-ward.     Mentioned 595 

Busteed,  Richard. 

Assignments  to  command 482 

Correspondence  with 

Dix,  John  A 568,569 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 206 

Lewis,  William 203,204 

Mentioned 205,482,568,576,1094 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Williamsburg,  Va.,  March  29,  1863 203 

Butler,  Augustus  G.     Mentioned 70 

Butler,  Charles.     Mentioned 198 

Butler,  Emory.     Mentioned 69 

Butler,  Francis  E.     Mentioned 288 

Butterfield,  Daniel.     Mentioned 549, 680 , 683-685 

For  correspondence,  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Joseph  Hooker. 

Buttz,  Charles  W.    Mentioned 36, 37, 280 

Buyers,  John.    Mentioned 514 

Buzzell,  Lewis  H.    Mentioned 288 

Byrd,  Samuel  P.     Mentioned 256 

Byrd's  Plantation,  Ware  River,  Va.     Expedition  to,  April  1, 1863.    See  York- 
town,  Va.    Expedition  from,  April  1, 1863. 

Byrne,  John.    Mentioned 141 

C .     Mentioned 1022 

Cabot,  Edward  C.    Mentioned 577 

Cady ,  A.  Lester.     Mentioned 64, 73, 177 

Cahawba,  Steamer.     Mentioned 492,501,502 

Cambloss,  Henry  S.     Mentioned 565 

Cameron,  John  W.    Mentioned 1052 

Campbell,  David.    Mentioned 11, 388 

Campbell,  Ed-ward.    Mentioned 577 

Campbell,  J.  A.     Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 1082 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  as  Asst.  Sec.  of  War,  see  War  Department,  C.  S. 

Cantwell,  J.  L.     Mentioned 760.984 

Cantwell,  T.  J.     Mentioned 272 

Cape  Fear,  District  of  the.    (Confederate.) 

Confederate  troops  in.     Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Dec.  31,  1862 809 

Jan.  15,1863 879 

Jan.  31,1863 865,866 
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Cape  Fear,  District  of  the.     (Confederate)— Continued. 
Confederate  troops  in.     Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Feb.  28,1863 901 

March  10,1863 916,917 

March  16,1863 922 

Keport  of  siege  guns  and  field  artillery  in 1049 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C.,  assigned  to  command  of 770 

Capps,  Edward  W.     Mentioned 1070 

Captured  Property.     See  Abandoned  and  Captured  Property. 

Carraway,  William  W.     Mentioned 767 

Carrington,  C.  S.     Mentioned 874 

Carroll,  Gray. 

Correspondence  with  L.  M.  Shuinaker 329 

Mentioned 332,334 

Carrsville,  Va. 

Affair  near,  Nov.  17, 1862.     Report  of  John  J.  Peck 33 

Skirmishes  near. 

Oct.  15,  1862 1 

May  15-16, 1863.     See  Seaboard  and  Roanoke  Railroad,  Va.     Operations 
on  the,  May  12-26, 1863. 

Cartwright,  Charles  E.     Mentioned 299 

Cartwright,  John.    Mentioned 259 

Case,  A.  L.    Mentioned 423,426,427,656 

Casey,  Silas.     Mentioned 100,392,459 

Casey,  Thomas  L.     Mentioned 457 

Caskie,  W.  H.    Mentioned 334,335 

Caspar  Heft,  Schooner.     Mentioned 416 

Casselman,  William.     Mentioned 310 

Cassels,  John.     Mentioned 574 

Castello,  Jack.     Mentioned __ 74 

Caston,—    — .     Mentioned. .w 178 

Caston,  Z.  M.     Mentioned 170,178 

Caswell,  Adin  W.     Mentioned 366 

Caswell,  Fort,  N.   C.     Engagement  at,  February  23,  1863 2 

Cattell  &  Moore.    Mentioned 416,417,427 

Causey,  C.  H.     Correspondence  with  William  Norris  .  ..978, 993, 1026, 1055, 1058, 1067 

Cedar  Point,  N.  C.     Expedition  to,  March  7-10,  1863 3 

Ceres,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 213-215, 218, 223, 235, 242-244 

Chamberlin,  James  R. 

Mentioned 30,70-72,159,163,247 

Report  of  demonstration  on  Kinston,  N.  C.,  March  6-8, 1862 163 

Chamberlin,  Thomas.     Mentioned 264 

Chambers,  John  G, 

Mentioned 25,76,468,501 

Report  of  operations  Dec.  11-16,  1862,  expedition  to  Goldsborough,  N.  C..        78 

Chambliss,  John  R.,  jr.    Mentioned 751,764 

Champion,  Steamer.    Mentioned 510 

Chancellor&ville  Campaign.    April  27-May  6,  1863. 
Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A. ..   1028, 1029, 1032, 1034, 1037 

Dix,  John  A... 671,680,706,714 

Elzey,  Arnold 1052 

Hill,  D.  H 1034 
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Chancellorsville  Campaign.    April  27-May  6,  1863— Continued. 
Communications  from 

Hooker,  Joseph 644, 658, 667, 672, 679, 683, 684, 691, 692 

Lee,  RobertE 1024,1028,1029,1049 

Lee,  W.  H.  F 1045 

Longstreet,  James 1032, 1033, 1037, 1042, 1045, 1050 

Peck,  John  J 644, 658,  667,  C80, 683->685, 692,  709 

War  Department,  C.  S 1047 

See  also  Dix  to  Footer,  p.  667. 

Co-operation  of  Dix  and  Hooker 624? 

625, 649, 650,  690-692,  697-699, 701,  702,  704-707,  709, 714, 727,  728 
See  also  Stoneman's  Raid,  April  29-May  7,  1863. 

Chapin,  Samuel.     Mentioned 90 

Chapman,  B.  F.     Mentioned „ 74 

Chapman,  S.  F.     Mentioned 335 

Charleston,  Steamer.     Mentioned 1022 

Charleston,  S.  C.     Defenses  of.     Communications  from  G.  T.  Beatiregard 1017 

Charleston  Harbor,  S.  C.     Engagement  in,  April  7,  1863.     Cotnmuiiicu'tiocs 
from 

War  Department,  C.  S 962,971,972 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 962,972 

Chase,  Salmon  P.     Mentioned 382,  383, 402, 407, 412, 413, 

417-421, 423,  426, 427,  431, 433,  436, 438,  448,  449,  452,  456, 572,  573, 581,  587 
For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Treasury  Department,  U.  S. 

Cheever,  Henry  A.     Mentioned..... 78 

Cherry,  J.  B.     Mentioned 1020 

Chesapeake,  Schooner.     Mentioned 425 

Chesebrough,  Collins.     Mentioned 10 

Chestney,  T.  O.   For  correspondence,  etc.,  as  Asst.  Adj  t.  Gen.,  we  Arnold  Elzey. 

Chilton,  R.  H.     Mentioned 856 

Chocura,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 391 

Chuckatuck,  Va. 

Affair  at,  April  23,  1863.     Communications  from  S.  P.  Lee 650 

Skirmish  at,  May  3,  1863.     See  April  ll-May  4,  1863.    Siege  of  Suffolk,  7a. 
Reports  of 

Crosby,  Hiram  B.  Getty,  G-eorge  "W. 

Dutton,  Arthur  H.  Peck,  John  J. 

Church,  George  E.     Mentioned 734 

Churchill,  Joseph  M.     Mentioned 350 

City  of  Hudson,  Steamer.     Mentioned 450 

Claassen,  Peter  J.    Mentioned 737 

Claiborne,  W.  C.     Mentioned 31,43,249,755,906, 1051, 1089 

Clark,  Henry  T.     Mentioned 775 

Clark,  John  D.     Mentioned 65,366,368 

Clarke,  John  J.     Mentioned 989,1003,1025 

Clarke,  William  J.     Correspondence  with  D.  H.  Hill 1013 

Clay,  Cecil.     Mentioned 131,132,367,369,514 

Cleandon,  Joseph.     Mentioned 893 

Cleary,  Richard  F.     Mentioned 100 

Clift,  Henry  D.     Mentioned 48,49 

Cliiigman,  Thomas  L. 

Assignments  to  command 1034 

Correspondence  with  Governor  of  North  Carolina 852 
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Clingman,  Thomas  L. -^Continued. 

Mentioned 109-114,120, 

762,  770,  782,786,  791,  803,807-809,832,  833,,  849, 865, 866,  878,882,  1013, 
1014,  1018,  1030,  1032,  1034-1036,  1041,  1042,  1048,1057,  1058,1079,  1086 

Report  of  engagement  at  Goldsborough  Bridge,  N.  C.,  Dec.  17,  1862 117 

Clothing,  Camp  and  Garrison  Equipage.    Supplies   of.     See  Munitions  of 
War. 

Coale,  John  H.     Mentioned 565 

Cochen,  Frederick.    Mentioned 216,2-<>1 

Codman,  Charles  R. 

Mentioned 345,346,468,500,577,736 

Reports  of 

Goldsborough,  N.  C.    Operations  Dec.  14-16, 1862,  during  expedition  to.        80 

Kinston,  N.  C.     Expedition  toward,  April  27-May  1,  1863 349 

Coffield,  John.     Mentioned 552 

Coffin,  Frederic  J.     Mentioned , 254,468,501,737 

Coning,  John  C.     Mentioned 59,60 

Coit,  J.  C.     Mentioned 143-145,750 

Cole,  D.  Clinton.     Mentioned 100 

Cole,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with  Simon  H.  Mix 508, 509 

Mentioned 56,91,92,508 

Report  of  operations  Dec.  12-16,  1862,  expedition  to  Goldsborough,  N.  C. ..        74 

Cole,  "William  M.     Mentioned 241 

Coleman,  James.     Mentioned 666 

Coleman,  Thaddeus.     Mentioned.., 930,1057,1064 

Coleman,  Thomas  K.     Mentioned ., ,..  336,337 

Colhoun,  E,  R.     Mentioned .,...._,.., ,. 15 

Collier,  Charles  L.     Mentioned 570 

Collier,  George  Washington.     Mentioned ,, Ill 

Collins,  Alexander. 

Mentioned 526 

Statement  of . 526 

Collins,  C.  R.    Correspondence  with  Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 756 

Collins,  James.     Mentioned 139 

Colorado,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 489 

Colored  Troops.     Recruitment,  organization,  etc.    Communications  from 

Foster,  John  G 723 

Stanly,  Ed 525 

See  also  Halleck  to  Foster,  p.  659. 
Colquitt,  A.  H. 

Correspondence  with  D.  H.  Hill 1074,1085 

Mentioned 1075>  1078, 1080, 1086 

Colquitt,  Peyton  H.     Mentioned 801,865,866,871 

Colston,  R.  E. 

Assignments  to  command , 807 

Mentioned ...  385,536, 

551,553,564,807,811,816,865,  888,891,  906,  909,  910,  916,  917,  1078,  1088 

Colyer,  Thomas,  Steamer.     Mentioned 240, 241, 618, 640, 646 

Comfort,  Felix.     Mentioned 50,501,577 

Commerce,  Steamer.     Mentioned 277, 305, 658, 659 

Commodore  Barney,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned ....  277, 278, 306, 319, 425, 639, 660, 672, 702 

Commodore  Hull,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 211,213-215 

Commodore  Morris,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 256-258, 596, 607, 698 
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Commodore  Perry,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 46, 146, 199, 355, 522, 524, 602 

Commodore  S .  F.  Du  Font,  Steamer.     Mentioned 66  L 

Conduct  of  the  War.     Communications  from 

Dix,  John  A 664 

Foster,  John  G 470,471,495,497 

French,  Samuel  G 466,481,505,778,793,826,885 

Lee,  S.  P 666 

Martin,  J.  G 440,448 

Palmer,  Innis  N 552 

Potter,  Edward  E 424 

Sanders,  E.  C 538 

Smith,  Gustavus  W 471,  779 

Stanly,  Ed 498 

See  also  Dix  to  HallecJc,  p.  568 ;  Busteed  to  Dix,  p.  563 ;  Dix  to  Busteed,  p. 
569. 

Cone,  A.  F.     Mentioned 742 

Confederate  Troops. 

Casualties.    Returns  of.    Engagement  at  Deserted  House,  Va.,  Jan.  30, 1863.       145 
Mentioned.     (Regulars.) 

Cavalry— Regiments :  7th,  43-45,  142,  180,216,236,247,249,253,670,671, 

755, 900, 963, 964, 1008, 1032, 1051. 
Signal  Corps— Small's,  462, 463. 

For  Volunteers,  see  respective  States. 
Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Cape  Fear,  District  of  the 809,  865, 866, 879, 901, 916, 917,  922 

Goldshorough,  N.  C 807 

North  Carolina,  Department  of 1086 

Richmond,  Department  of 807, 

810, 866, 901, 917, 920, 921, 952, 1036, 1058, 1059, 1086 

Southern  Virginia,  Department  of 978, 1056, 1067 

Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  Department  of 750, 

751,  759,  764, 788,  793, 865, 888, 900, 901, 915-917, 929, 930 
Recruitment,  organization,  etc.     Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 888, 1061 

Davis,  Jefferson 750 

French,  Samuel  G 784 

Smith,  Gustavus  W 755 

Conk,  Anthony.     Mentioned 411,  467,  468, 486,  499,  532,  546, 574,  734, 1093 

Connally,  John  K. 

Mentioned 325,327,328,332,333,340,788,1000 

Report  of  capture  of  Battery  Huger,  Va. ,  April  19, 1663 338 

Connecticut,  Steamer.    Mentioned 502 

Connecticut  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Infantry— Regiments :  8th,  271,  276,  287,  301,  303-305,  308,  312,  314,  317,  318, 
562,  570,  575,  640,  676,  735;  10th,  22,  56,  59,  60,  64,  67,  81,  83,  84,  101,  104, 
378,  468,  500,  547,  548,  577,  679,  738 ;  llth,  287,  294,  301,  306,  312-315,  562, 
570, 575, 676, 735;  15th,  287,  294,  301,  306, 312-314,  570,  575,  676,  735;  16th, 
287,  294,  301,  306,  312,  314,  562,  570,  575,  676,  735 ;  21st,  278,  287,  301,  306, 
316, 318-322,  562,  570,  575, 676,  735 ;  22d,  287,  318,  323, 676,  734. 

Connolly,  J.  Townsend.     Mentioned 296 

Connor,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 987 

Conrad  Fox,  Schooner.     Mentioned 423,  434 

Conron,  B.     Mentioned 272, 294 

Conscription  Act.     Enforcement  of,  in  North  Carolina 745-747, 

752-754, 771-773,  821, 822,  880, 881, 886, 887%  998, 999 
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Contrabands.     See  Slaves. 

Convoy,  Steamer.     Mentioned 518 

Conwell,  Russell  H.    Mentioned 89 

Cook,  A.  F.     Mentioned 934 

Cooke,  George  T.     Mentioned - 134,139 

Cooke,  James  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 767 

Gwynn,  Walter 767 

Mentioned 766,767,777 

Cooke,  John  R.     Mentioned 855, 882, 888, 998, 1011-1014, 1018, 1022, 1030, 1041, 

1042,  1045,  1048, 1051,  1052,  1057,  1063,  1071,  1074-1083,  1085, 1086, 1088 

Coon,  Myron  W.     Mentioned 70 

Cooper,  Samuel.     Mentioned 784, 

789, 794,  833,  847, 927,  936, 1069, 1076, 1078, 1079, 1083 
For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A. 

Cora,  Steamer.     Mentioned 765 

Corcoran,  Michael. 

Correspondence  with  John  A.  Dix 464 

Mentioned 132, 

133-135, 139, 141, 271-274, 277-279, 286, 293-302, 305, 312, 315, 316, 461,  482, 
486-488,  490,  496,  497,  499,  517,  528,  575,  653,  676,  690,  705,  734,  834, 1093 
Reports  of 

Deserted  House,  Va.     Engagement  at,  Jan.  30,  1863 136 

Suffolk,  Va.     Siege  of,  April  11-May  4,  1863 288,290 

Core  Creek,  N.  C.     Skirmishes  at  and  near. 

Nov.  18,  1862 1 

March  7,  1863.     See  Xinston,  N.  C.    Demonstration  on,  March  6-8,  1863. 
April  17-18,  1863.     See  Report  of  Henri/  Prince,  p.  225. 

Corley,  James  L.     Mentioned 1075 

Cornog,  George  T.     Mentioned 140, 200,  573 

Cornubia,  Steamer.     Mentioned 911 

Corrie,  Samuel  J.     Mentioned 114 

Corse,  M.  D.     Mentioned 341,583,680,915,917,929,946 

Cottingham,  H.  M.      Mentioned 757 

Couch,  Darius  N.     Mentioned 375,379,385,876 

Councill,  J.  Calvin. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  A.  Wise 797-800 

Mentioned 795,796 

Courts-Martial.     Case  of  Jacob  P.Wilson 11-13 

Courts  of  Inquiry.     Case  of  William  Norris.     Facts  and  opinion 1095 

Cox,  Thaddeus.     Mentioned 539 

Crabb,  George  "W.     Mentioned 303-305 

Cradle,  Henry.     Mentioned 157 

Craft,  Lucius  D.     Mentioned 62 

Creighton,  J.  B.     Mentioned 560 

Crosby,  Hiram  B. 

Mentioned 278,306,319,320,575 

Report  of  operations  May  3,  1863,  during  siege  of  Suffolk,  Va 321 

Crosby,  Pierce.     Mentioned 643,662,694,703 

Cross,  J.  L.     Mentioned 1082 

Crowninshield,  Casper.    Mentioned 261,576 

Crusader,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 510,596 

Crutchfleld,  S.     Mentioned 335 
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Culbreth,  W.  F.     Mentioned 198 

Cullen,  Edgar  M.     Mentioned 737 

Cullen,  J.  S.  D.     Mentioned 896 

Cullum,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarters 712 

Mentioned 023,712 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Army  Headquarters. 

Cummings,  Emory.    Mentioned .-..-, 737 

Cunningham,  George  A. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  G.  French 340 

Mentioned Ill,  325, 331, 338-340 

Curtin,  A.  G.     Mentioned 1066 

Curtis,  Charles.     Mentioned 341 

Curtis,  N.  M.     Mentioned 357,734 

Curtiss,  Carlton  B. 

Mentioned 365,366,369,737 

Report  of  demonstration  on  Kinston,  N.  C.,  May  20-23, 1863 367 

Cushiiig,  William  B.     Mentioned 34, 267, 270, 271, 276-278, 280,  307,  310, 319, 

320, 322,  616-618,  626,  628, 634, 639, 643,  645, 650,  661,  663,  674,  686,  694,  703 

Cutting,  E.  H.     Mentioned 413,420,421,423,426,427 

Dabney,  W.  J.     Mentioned 865 

Dacotah,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 2 

Daland,  Edward  F.     Mentioned _ 350 

Dandy,  George  B.     Mentioned 49,50,501,738 

Daniel,  Jimius. 

Correspondence  with 

Ferebee,  D.  D 1020 

French,  Samuel  G 745 

Hill,  D.  H 914, 924, 930, 932, 944, 951, 954, 974, 1011, 1046, 1057, 1062 

Pettigre w,  John  J 1012 

Mentioned 107, 188, 190, 192, 194, 195, 197,  670, 743, 744, 751, 759,  764, 786, 793, 

800, 802, 807, 816, 830,  855, 865, 872, 878,  883, 888, 891, 894, 896, 901, 916, 917, 
937, 938, 941, 945, 955, 991, 1004, 1013, 1050, 1051, 1053, 1063, 1078, 1079, 1082 
Reports  of 

Kinston,  N.  C.     Demonstration  on,  March  6-8,  1863 165 

New  Berne,  N.  C.     Expedition  against,  March  8-11,  1863 196 

Darden,  Lewis  H.     Mentioned 198 

Darling,  John  A.     Mentioned 574,675,677,733,736 

Darr,  Francis.     Mentioned 523 

Davenport,  H.  K. 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  John  G 453 

Lee,  S.  P 453 

Mentioned 15,22,34,210,578,584,688,731 

Daves,  Graham.     Mentioned 997, 1018 

For  correspondence,  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see  S.  G.  French. 
Davidson,  Hunter. 

Mentioned 743 

Placed  in  charge  of  sub-marine  defenses  of  James  River,  Va 743 

Davis,  Mr.     Mentioned 196 

Davis,  Alexander  H.     Mentioned 66 

Davis,  Charles  L. 

Mentioned 280 

Report  of  siege  of  Suffolk,  Va.,  April  11-May  4,  1863 272 
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Davis,  XtoviaB.     Mentioned.  ................................  -  ..............  154,945 

Davis*,  Cteorge.     Mentioned  .......................  -----  -  ........  -------------  980,981 

Davis,  .Hasbrouck.     Mentioned  ..............................  ......  —  ...  '701,704 

Daw-is,  vD&mes  E.     Mentioned  ....................  -  --------------------  -  ----  ...       490 

Dararis,  Jefferson. 

tCoBtespoudence  with 

Davis,  Joseph  R  ...............  _  .........  -  ..........................       750 

Lee,  Robert  E  ....................................  850,  1077,  1078,  !<«,  I'-OSS 

A  North  Carolina,  Goveruorof  .................   757,758,761,770,771,  K>67,,  1077 

War  Department,  C.  S  .............................................  -,     803, 

823,  834,  848,  8GO,  870,  891,  976,  1009,  1015,  1053,  1081,,  1082 
Mentioned  .......  281,  457,  463,  551,  557,  747,  750,  761,  762,  764,  765,  77S-77'9,  79:i,  $22-, 

827,  8:«3,  836,  840,  845,  861,  870,  871,  875,  877,  878,  884,  891,  5)00,  !909,  '9^'97(i, 

977,  981,  983,  999,  1008,  1015,  1034,  1050,  1053,  1067,  1076,  1079,  1081,  1082 

Davis,  Joseph  D.     Mentioned  ............................  280,  313,  575,  734,  822>  824 

Davis,  Joseph  R. 

Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson  ....................................................       750 

French,  Samuel  G  ...................................................       993 

[Mentioned  .......................   110,  327,  565,  583,  604,  704,  705,  793,  800,  802,  807, 

830,  855,  865,  872,  877,  878,  888,  906,  909,  910,  918,  919,  926,  942,  998,  1002, 

1017,  1018,  1025,  1033,  1038-1040,  1056,  1067,  1079,  1083,  1085,  T086,  1088 

.  Davis,  Phiiieas  A.     Mentioned  .............   134,  136,  138,  139,  200,  201,  576,  73;>,  1094 

Davis,  Thomas  IL.     Mentioned  ..........................................  „..     iW<0 

.Davis,  William  G.  M. 
Correspondence  with 

Heth,  Henry  .............................................  ........  ____       $53 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of  ..............................  .  ----  810,867,897 

Mentioned  ..............................................  „  .........  853,  893,  898 

Davis,  William  W.  H. 

Mentioned  .......  .  .............................................   32,548,577,678 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Gloucester  Point,  Va,,  Nov.  16,  1862  ................         32 

Day,  Joseph  M.     Mentioned  ...............................................       734 

Day,  Joseph  W.     Mentioned  ...............................................         77 

Day,  Samuel  C.     Mentioned  ...............................................         63 

Dean,  'William  H.     Mentioned  .............................................         44 

Dearborn,  O.  M.     Mentioned  ----  ...........  .  ..............  .•  ......  .  .........       565 

Dearing,  James. 

Mentioned  ..    .................................  335,336,967,995,1021,1045,1046 

Report  of  capture  of  liattery  Huger,  Va.  ,  April  19,  1863  ..................       334 

Deas,  George  .     Mentioned  .................................................     1095 

De  Camarra,  J.  B.     Mentioned  .............................................       224 

Deep  Gully,  N.  C.     Skirmishes  at  and  near. 

March  13-14,  1863.     Report  of  Josiah  Pickett  ............................       187 

See  also  March  8-16,  1863.  New  Berne,  N.  C.    Expedition  ayainst.  lieportsof 
Foster,  John  G.  Hill,  D.  H.  Palmer,  Innis  M.  (Itinerary,) 

March  30,  1863.     "  Record  of  Events,"  2d  Brig.,  5th  Div.,  18th  Army  Corps.      209 
De  Forest,  Jacob  J.     Mentioned  .....................................  501,577,737 

Delaware,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned  ...............  1  .......................  256,257,413 

Delaware  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light—  Batteries  :  1st,  272,  288,  294,  677,  735. 

Infantry—  Regiments  :  1st,  377,  885-387,  389  ;   4th,  260,  263,  341,  343,  360,  . 
361,  496,  497,  499,  576,  677,  734,  1094.  f 

Dennis,  Private.     Mentioned  ...............................................  \   197 
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Dennis,  J.  F.     Mentioned 64, 67 

Deniiison,  Michael.     Mentioned 297 

Denny,  George  P.     Mentioned 350 

Denny,  J.  Waldo. 

Mentioned 30,159,160,162,164,370 

Report  of  demonstration  on  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  Nov.  11,  1862 25 

De  Feyster,  J.  Watts.     Mentioned 377 

De  Rosset,  W.  L.     Mentioned 985 

Derrom,  Andrew.     Mentioned 307,  312,  313, 316, 320, 575. 735 

Deserted  House,  Va.    Engagement  at,  Jan.  30,  1863. 
Casualties.     Returns  of 

Confederate  troops 145 

Union  troops 135 

Communications  from 

Dix,  John  A 531 

French,  Samuel  G 144 

Peck,  John  J 531 

See  also  Dix  to  Lincoln,  p.  530. 
Reports  of 

Corcoran,  Michael 136 

McEvily,  William 140 

Peck,  John  J « 132, 135 

Pryor,  Roger  A 142 

Spear,  Samuel  P 140 

Desperate,  H.  B.  M.  S.     Mentioned... 738 

Devaiie,  W.  S.     Mentioned 115,116,118 

Devoll,  Andrew  J.     Mentioned 134 

Diascund  Bridge,  Va.     Reconnaissance  to,  Dec.  17,  1862 2 

Dickuisoii,  William.     Correspondence  with  Henry  A.  Wise 809 

Didier,  Auguste.     Mentioned 315 

Dimmock,  Charles  H.     Mentioned „ 744,765 

Dirigo,  Steam  Derrick.     Mentioned 688 

Dispatch,  Steamer.     Mentioned 522 

Divine,  John  F.     Mentioned 945 

Dix,  Charles  T.     Mentioned 403,518,522 

Dix,  John  A. 

Congratulatory. orders.     Siege  of  Suffolk,  Va.,  April  ll-May  4,  1863 270 

Co-operation  with 

Burnside,  A.  E.     Communication  from  Army  Headquarters 497 

Foster,  John  G.     Communications  from 

Dix,  John  A 451,460,572 

Peck,  Jolin  J 453 

See  also  Goldsborongli,  N.  C.     Expedition  to,  Dec.  11-20,  1862. 
Hooker,  Joseph.     See  Chancellorsville  Campaign,  April  27-May  6,  1863. 
Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 11,  126,  285,  378,  382,  384-390,  392,  393, 

395, 396,  398-400,  401,  406,  409,  417,  435,  456, 459-462,  466, 473,  477-479,  482, 
487,  488,  490-492, 494,  496, 497, 502,  503,  508, 509, 511, 513, 515, 517, 518,  522, 
528,  529, 531,  534,  536, 549, 551, 553, 555, 556,  558, 563, 568, 570,  579, 603,  608, 
610,  613,  618-620,  622, 624, 625, 632,  634-636, 649, 653,  657,  660,  663,  666, 671? 
679, 682,  686-689, 699, 701,  704-707, 711,  717-720,  725-727,  730, 732, 738, 740 

Blake,  W.  E 545 

Bnsteed,  Richard 568, 569 

Corcoran,  Michael , ,,„„,,,.,,..,,       464 
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Dix,  John  A. — Continued. 
Correspondence  with 

Ferry,  O.  S 386,  399,  483-486,  488,  491,  494,  495,  497 

Flusser,  C.  W 403,410 

Foster,  John  G 451, 465, 495, 496, 502,  518, 522, 572, 629, 634, 655, 667, 695 

Gordon,  George  H 702,706 

Hooker,  Joseph 667, 671,  672, 689,  727,  730,  732, 733,  738 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D..  130,151,205,  488,491,  492,  515,517,529,  532,582,599,  603, 
622,  628,  641,  651, 652, 673, 689,  692,  693, 701,  702,  705, 714, 716,  717,  728,  732 

Kilpatrick,  Judson 707,  710,  721 

Lee,  John  C.... 610 

Lee,  S.  P 387,391,393,394,399,402-406,408,409,411- 

414, 416, 417, 420-422,  425-428,  431-433,  435,  438-443, 447,  449, 450, 489, 490, 
507, 510, 515, 519, 522, 523,  531,  534, 535,  540-542, 544, 545, 547, 550, 553, 560, 
566, 580, 582, 585, 587, 588,  611,  615, 616,  621, 631,  634, 636, 639, 642, 644,  645, 
651, 654, 660, 666,  673, 685, 693, 694,  696-698,  704,  709,  713, 717, 731,  738-741 

Lincoln,  Abraham 455,458,462,493,530,553 

Ludlo w,  William  H 60 1 

Naglee,  Henry  M 462,479,482,501,505 

New  York  Times.    Editor  of  the 579 

Palmer,  Innis  N •-  578,579,585 

Peck,  John  J 401,408,414,416, 

441, 444-446, 453-455, 458-460, 464, 465, 469, 470, 474, 476-479,  482,  484, 485, 
504, 505, 507,  509-513, 516, 517, 519-522, 524, 528, 530, 531, 534-543, 550-553, 
555-558, 560-562, 564-567, 571,  573, 610,  614-616, 620, 621, 625-628, 633, 635- 
637, 639, 641,  644, 650,  652-655,  657-659, 663, 664, 667,  671-673, 680, 684,  685, 
687, 689-691,  699,  701,  705, 709, 710,  714, 716, 718-720, 722-726, 729,  730, 738 

Quartermaster-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A 476, 502, 504, 511 

Stager,  Anson 483 

Stratton,  Franklin  A .' 689 

Treasury  Department,  U.  S 398,445,450,451 

VanBureu,  D.  T 585 

Viele,  Egbert  L 356,  384,  404, 501, 502,  542,  568,  611, 615 

War  Department,  U.  S 382,  387, 391, 

395,  418,  433, 436, 440, 443,  449, 451, 452, 454, 461, 472,  474,  480,  482, 521, 714 

Wilder,  C.  B 570,591,739 

Wise,  Henry  A... 664 

Mentioned H>17, 

125, 151, 203, 204, 211, 212, 229, 267, 271, 277, 280, 281, 283,  306,  323, 376,  377, 
387, 388, 392, 407, 411, 429,  430, 436,  451, 457, 467-469, 477, 482, 486,  487, 489, 
490,  494,  497, 499, 511, 532, 540, 546, 557, 563, 564, 571, 574, 580, 585-587,  590, 
597, 609, 611, 613,  617, 618, 623, 630, 635, 637, 642, 659, 672,  675, 676, 686, 700, 
704, 706, 709,  712,  733,  734, 740,  844,  994, 1026,  1030,  1055,  1078, 1079, 1093 

Orders  establishing  a  Provisional  Court  in  Department  of  Virginia 503 

"Record,  of  Events  "  7th  Army  Corps,  April,  1863. 

Hickory  Forks,  Va.     Expedition  beyond,  April  27,  1863 343 

Seaboard  and  Roauoke  R.  R.,  Va.     Operations  on  the,  May  12-26,  1863.       354 
Reports  of 

Blackwater,  Va. 

Reconnaissances  to  the,  Dec.  8-12,  1862 37, 38 

Skirmishes  on  the. 

Oct.  3,  1862 15,16 

Dec.  2,  1862 35 

Norfolk  and  Petersburg  R.  R. ,  Va.    Operations  on  the,  May  15-28,  1863 .       357 
Seaboard  and  Roanoke  R.  R.,  Va.     Operations  on  the,  May  12-26,  1863.       354 
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Dix,  John  A.— Continued. 
Reports  of 

Suffolk,  Va. 

Expedition  from,  Sept.  2-3,  1862 4 

Siege  of,  April  11-May  4, 1863 <J68,  269 

Williamsbnrg,  Va. 

Reconnaissance  from,  Nov.  22,  1862 34 

Skirmish  at,  Sept.  9,  1862 11 

Wiufield,  N.  C.     Skirmish  at,  March  23,  1863 201 

Zuui,  Va,     Skirmish  near,  Oct.  25,  1862 19 

Resumes  command  of  the  Department  of  Virginia    609 

Staff.    Announcements  of 543 

D.,  Nellie,  Schooner.     Mentioned 243,244 

Doane,  Charles  R.     Mentioned • 105 

Doane,  Henry.     Mentioned 80,  509 

Dobbins,  Jesse.     Mentioned 880 

Dobbins,  "William.     Mentioned 8HO 

Dobbs,  Cyrus  J.     Mentioned 17, 18, 125, 132, 134, 139,  295, 575,  734, 1093 

Dobyns,  Thomas  P.     Mentioned 144 

Dodge,  Charges  C. 

Correspondence  with  John  J.  Peck r 551 

Mentioned 18,31/39,126,273, 

278, 279, 290, 298, 305,  357-359,  441, 444, 460, 541,  551,  555, 560, 561, 726, 1094 
Reports  of.     Suffolk,  Va. 

Reconnaissance  from,  March  7-9,  1863 179 

Siege  of,  April  11-May  4,  1863 299 

Dodge,  George  S.     Mentioned 280 

Dodge,  John  C.,  jr.     Mentioned 49,  379, 501 ,  577,  738 

Donelson,*D.  S. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 958 

Mentioned :.  909,957,958 

Donohoe,  Michael  T.     Mentioned 303,  310, 320, 575, 735 

Douglas,  Anderson.     Mentioned 880 

Douglas,  Frederick.     Mentioned 70 

Douglas,  Jack.     Mentioned 880 

Douglas,  -William  R.  C.     Mentioned 208,673 

Douglas,  William  W.     Mentioned 235,236 

Douglass,  Sandford.     Mentioned '.       880 

Dover,  N.  C.     Skirmish  near,  March  7,  1863.     See  Kinston,  N.  C.     Demonstra 
tion  on,  March  6-8.  1863. 
Dover  Road,  N.  C.     Reconnaissance  on  the,  Jan.  27-28,  1863.     Report  of  J. 

Richter  Jones 131 

Dow,  Henry.     Mentioned 226, 239 

Drake,  Jeremiah  C.     Mentioned 277, 280, 294, 295, 575, 734 , 1093 

Drerman,  James  M. 

Mentioned 25-30 

Report  of  demonstration  on  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  Nov.  11,  1862 27 

Drummond,  Charles.     Mentioned 5(58 

Drummoiid,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 880,  950 

Du  Bose,  W.  P.     Mentioned 114 

Dudley,  Alexander.     Mentioned 814 

Dudley  Station,  N.  C.     Raid  on,  Doc.  17,  1862.     Report  of  Charles  Fit/  Sim 
mons 68 

See  also  Dec.  11-20,  1862.     Expedition  to  GoWsborougli,  N.  C.     Reports  of 
Foster,  John  G.  Smith,  Gustavus  W. 
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Duke,—     — .     Mentioned 650 

Duke,  R.  T.  W. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  A.  Wise 892 

Mentioned 342,920 

Dumfries  and  Fairfax  Station,  Va.    Raid  on,  Dec.  27-29,  1802.     Communi 
cations  from  Robert  E.  Lee..'; 817 

Duncan,  Blanton.     Mentioned 429,450 

Duncan,  Ithean.     Mentioned 259 

Duncan,  Wilson.     Mentioned 259 

Dunlap,  James  H.     Mentioned f>7 

Du  Pont,  Commodore  S.  F.,  Steamer.    Mentioned 661 

Du  Font,  Samuel  F.     Mentioned 1030 

Durham,  S.  A.     Mentioned 114 

Durkee,  Charles.     Mentioned 501 

Dutton,  Arthur  H. 

Mentioned 278, 279,  287,  301,  302,  304,  307,  570,  575, 676,  735 

Report  of  siego  of  Suffolk,  Va.,  April  11-May  4,  1,^63  __ 316 

Dwyer,  John.     Mentioned 134, 139 

Dyer,  Samuel  A.     Mentioned 24f\242,  243,  578,  737 

Eagle,  Steamer.     Mentioned '....  214,215,218 

Eames,  A.  H.     Mentioned  273,274 

Early,  Jubal  A.     Mentioned 787 

Easterly,  G.  B.     Mentioned 303,  1094 

Eastern  Insane  Asylum,  Va.     Communications  from 

Dix,  John  A , 6H4..673 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D ... 622,628,673 

See  also  Snydani  to  West,  p.  629 ;  Dix  to  Keijcs,  p.  651 :  Key  ex  io  Dix,  p.  652 ; 

Wise  to  Elzey,  p.  994. 
Eastern  Shore,  Va. 

Operations  on  the,  Aug.  20,  1862-June  3,  1863. 
Cornmmiications  from 

Dix,  John  A 449 

Lee,  S.  P '. 442 

Co-operation  of  Navy  U.  S.  with  Arniy  '. 442 

Union  sentiment  in.     Communications  from  John  A.  Dix 455,462 

Ebbs,  John.     Mentioned 29-31,  70 

Edeiiton,  N.  C.     Skirmish  near,  Feb.  7,  1863 2 

Edentoii  Road,  Va.     Skirmishes  on  tlu\ 
April  12,  1863.     See  Report  of  reel;  p.  274. 

15,  1863.     Report  of  Alexander  G.  Patton :..       291 

See  also  April  11-May  4,  1863.  Siege  of  Suffolk,  Va.     Reports  of 
Corcoran,  Michael.       McEvily,  William.  Peck,  John  J. 

Dodge,  Charles  C.        Murphy,  Mathow  (Itinerary).     Stedmau,. Griffin  A.,  jr. 

April  24,  1863.     Report  of  George  E.  Pickett 340 

See  also  April  11-May  4,  1863.     Siege  of  Suffolk,  Va.     Reports  of 

Corcoran,  Michael.  McConihe,  John.  Peck,  John  J. 

Foster,  Rohert  S.  Murphy,  Mathew  (Itinerary). 

Edgar,  Captain.     Mentioned 544,  545 

Edisto,  Bark.     Mentioned 588,  621 

Edisto,  Master  of  Bark.     Correspondence  with  S.  P.  Lee 621 

Edmands,  T.  F.     Mentioned 577 

Edmestoii,  Alexander  A.     Mentioned 100 

Edmundson,  H.  A.     Mentioned 807 

Edwards,  Annie  L.,  Schooner.     Mentioned 223,224,242 
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Edwards,  John.     Mentioned 102U 

Elizabeth  Bush,  Schooner.     Mentioned 534 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.     Skirmish  at,  Dec.  27,  1862 2 

Elizabeth  English,  Schooner.     Mentioned 432 

Elliott,  Gilbert.     Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 853 

Elliott,  John  Thompson.     Mentioned.. 356,1067 

Ellis,  U.  S.  S.     Capture  of,  on  New  River,  N.  C.,  Nov.  25,  1862.     Report  of 

W.  H.  C.  Whiting 34 

Ellis,  Andrew  J.     Mentioned 1049 

Elwel],  Andrew.     Mentioned • 577,737 

Elzey,  Arnold. 

Assignments  to  command 794, 953 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 1058 

Brown,  Jack 921 

French,  Samuel  G 1069 

Lee,  G.  W.  C 1092 

Lee,  Robert  E 966,  979, 1066,  1070 

Longstreet,  James 871,  910,  918, 919,  953,  9(55,  968,  1023 

Pickett,  George  E 1090 

Pettigrew,  John  J 1041,  1044,1052,1060 

Smith,  Gustavus  W 800,  802 

Virginia,  Governor  of 978 

Wise,  Henry  A 153, 892, 920, 975;  994, 1006, 1019, 10:55 

Mentioned 342, 739,  794,  807,  810,  856,  866, 889,  892, 901,  91(5, 917, 

952.  953,  967,  968,  978,  1020,  1036, 1041,  1066,  1071, 1075,  108(5, 1089, 1091 

Emilie,  Steamer.     Mentioned    223, 240, 242 

Emily,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  May  15,  1863. 
Communications  from 

Peck,  John  J 722 

Stratton,  Franklin  A 356 

Viele,  Egbert  L 356 

Wessells,  Henry  W 355 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S.,  with  Army 355 

Reports  of 

Porter,  Francis  E 355 

Roberts,  W.  Dewecs 356 

Mentioned 355,356,731 

Emory,  William  H.     Mentioned 38,379 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A.     Correspondence  with 

Alexander,  W.  T 928 

Bender,  W.  G 757 

Collins,  C.  R 756 

Cooke,  James  W 767 

Gilmer,  J.  F. 743 

Gwynn,  Walter 754,758,763,765,767,768,813,884 

Myers,  E.  T.  D , 825 

Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  A 769 

Smith,  Gustavus  W 756, 761 

Stevens,  W.  II 884 

War  Department,  C.  S 330,813,952,977,1008 

Engineer  Department,  U.  S.  A.     Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters , 540 

Foster,  John  G 540 
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England,  Theophilus  L.     Mentioned 280,314,317,735 

English,  David.     Mentioned •     432 

English,  Elizabeth,  Sclioouer.     Mentioned 432 

Ericsson,  Steamer.     Mentioned 536 

Erson,  Eric.     Mentioned , 18 

Erwin,  A.  M.     Mentioned 119 

Escort,  Steamer.     Mentioned 157, 

158, 181, 182, 215, 216, 222, 224, 244, 612, 613, 618, 623, 646, 647 

Estes,  Lewellyn  G.     Mentioned 707 

Etheridge,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 400,  463 

Etting,  S.  M.     Mentioned 331 

Eure,  M.  L.     Mentioned 746 

Evans,  Major.     Mentioned 750 

Evans,  A.  L.     Mentioned 114 

Evans,  N.  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 114 

French',  Samuel  G 824,834 

Mallett,  Peter 115 

Mentioned 56, 58, 106-1 12, 117-119,  131,  770,  787,  788,  801-804, 807, 803, 822, 841, 

855,  859,  860,  805 ,  879,  891,  893, 896, 901, 917, 943,  945, 969-975, 977, 979, 980, 
982,983,  987/J98,  1011-1014,1018,  1022,1030,  1032,  1041,1057,  1078,1084 
Report  of  operations,  Dec..  13-17,  1862,  during  expedition  to  Goldsborougb, 

N.  C 112 

Evans,  P.  G.     Mentioned 122,198,755,1051 

Everett,  Charles  S.     Mentioned 5,7,8 

Ewell,  Richard  S.     Mentioned 385, 739 

Ewen,  Clarence.     Mentioned , 139 

Ewer,  Barnabas,  jr. 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  J.  Fogerty 47 

Mentioned 48 

Reports  of  attack  on  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  Doc.  10,  1862 45-47 

Expedition.     (Proposed.)    Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 537 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 536,537 

Expounder,  Steamer.     Mentioned 502, 504 

Fagan.  Andrew.     Mentioned 576,734,1094 

Fairchild,  Harrison  S. 

Ment ioned 307,  570, 575 

Report  of  siege  of  Suffolk,  Va.,  April  Il-May4,  1863 308 

Fairfax,  J.  W.     Mentioned , 896 

Fairfield,  N.  C.     Skirmish  near,  March  3,  1863.     See  Swan  Quarter,  N.  C.     Ex 
pedition  to,  March  1-6,  1863. 

Fairly,  John  S.     Mentioned 838,844,1045,1048 

Faith,  Andrew.     Mentioned 151, 152 

Falen,  Michael.     Mentioned 295 

Farina,  Steamer.     Mentioned '. 584 

Famsworth,  John  G. 

Corn's  j  ion  (I  ;-.:ice  with  Erasmus  D.  Keyes 628 

Mentioned    629 

Famsworth,  Luther  H.     Mentioned 158 

Farquhar.  Francis  U. 

Mentioned 167,512,585,638 

Ropert  of  expedition  from  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  6-10,  1863 174 
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Farrar,  Judsoii  S.    Mentioned •-'.**-* 7:34 

Farroii,  John,  Steamer.     Mentioned 240,241,243 

Fawcatt,  Richard  W.     Mentioned 134,  139 

Faxon,  John.     Mentioned 276,308,313 

Fellows,  John  F. 

Mentioned 64, 92,  246,  «52,  349,  351,  378,  46$,  500, 577 

Report  of  operations,  Dee.  14-17,  1862,  during  expedition  to  Goldsborough, 

N.  C 77 

Felt,  William  N.     Mentioned 280 

Ferebee,  D.  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Daniel,  Junius - 1020 

Lewis,  D.  W 824 

Pettigrew,  J.  J 745,748: 

Mentioned 19, 122, 198,  744,  755,  95,  984,  991,  992,  1008: 

Ferguson,  Alonzo.     Mentioned 734 

Ferrero,  Edward.     Mentioned 562! 

Ferrill,  Thomas  M.     Mentioned 19^, 

Ferris,  Private.     Mentioned 670' 

Ferry,  Orris  S. 

Correspondence  with  John  A.  Dix 386,  399,  483-486,  488,  491,  494,  495,  WT 

Mentioned t 20,  38-40,  125,  2f>9,  377,  385,  396,  468,  476,, 

477,  479,  484,  494, 496,  499,  504,  505,  507,  514,  516,  533,  547,  548,  576,  577,  678; 
Reports  of 

Joynor's  Ferry,  Va.     Skirmish  at,  Dec.  22,  1862 123' 

Providence  Church,  Va.     Skirmish  at,  Dee.  28,  1862 „ 123: 

Suffolk,  Va.     Skirmish  near,  Dec.  28,  1862 123; 

Windsor,  Va.     Skirmish  near,  Dec.  22,  1862 „ 123, 

Fitch,  Butler.     Mentioned 576,734,1094 

Fitzgerald,  Louis.     Mentioned 512: 

Fitz  Simmons,  Charles. 

Mentioned ^ 56,  57,  227,  569' 

Reports  of 

Dudley  Station,  N.  C.     Raid  on,  Dec.  17,  1862 68: 

Goldsborough,  N.  C.     Operations  Dec.  15,  1862,  during  expedition  to..         67 

Flagler,  D.  W.     Mentioned 457 

Flambeau,  Schooner.     Mentioned 224 

Flanner,  J.  H.     Correspondence  with  W.  H.  C.  Whiting 1035' 

Flemming,  J.  A.     Mentioned 240* 

Flood,  Edward  H.     Mentioned 468,1094 

Flood,  Hugh  C.     Mentioned 141 

Plusser,  C.  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Dix,  John  A 403,410^ 

Foster,  John  G .„ 47,  48: 

Woodward,  Thomas  J 462! 

Mentioned •...., •. 15,, 

40-42,  45,  47, 145-147, 199, 259,  355, 474,  477, 522,  523, 612,  613, 617,  618,  688 

Fogarty,  Thomas.     Mentioned 295> 

Fogerty,  Thomas  J. 

Correspondence  with  Barnabas  Ewer,  jr 47 

Mentioned 47 

Folk,  Daniel.     Mentioned 251 

Follausbce,  Albert  S.     Mentioned .  ...   35,  37, 132, 139, 575, 1093 
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Follett,  Frederick  M.    Mentioned 133, 1:34, 138, 130,  '270,  '288, 576, 735, 1004 

Folsom,  George  P.     Mentioned 526 

Foot e,  Morris  C.     Mentioned *, .     07 

Forbes,  Joseph.     Mentioned 14 

Forbes,  R.  A.     Mentioned 1005 

Ford,  Stephen.     Mentioned •     040 

Forkner,  Samuel.     Mentioned 805 

Forrest.  French.     Mentioned 840 

Forrest,  N.  B.     Mentioned 706 

Forstler,  .     Mentioned 030 

Fosdick,  Stephen  M.     Mentioned 200 

Foster,  Beiijamiai  B.     Mentioned 280 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see  John  J.  Peclc. 
Foster,  John  G. 

Address  to  soldiers  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina 671 

Assignments  to  command 402 

Congratulatory  orders.     Expedition  to  Goldsborough,  N.  C.,  Dec.  11-20, 

1862 ..50,60 

Controversy  with  Hunter.     See  Note,  p.  538. 
Co-operation  with 

Burnside  A.  E.     Communications  from  Army  Headquarters 407 

Dix,  John  A.     Communications  from 

Dix,  John  A 451,460,572 

Peck,  John  J : 453 

See  also  Dec.  11-20,  1862.     Expedition  to  Golclsborough,  N.  C.     Also 

Dix  to  Jlalhclc,  p.  460. 
Correspondence  with 

Amory,  Thomas*  J.  C - 527 

Anderson,  Hiram,  jr .,-       185 

Army  Headquarters J 401,  414,  447,  457, 460, 476,  481, 480, 400, 520, 

524,  530,  533,  538,  541,  540, 556, 562,  622, 623, 627,  650, 600, 700, 700, 711,  713 

Barstow,  Nathaniel  S 172 

Davenport,  H.  K 453 

Dix,  John  A 451 ,  465,  405,  406, 502, 518, 522, 572, 620, 634, 655, 667, 605 

Engineer  Department,  U.  S.  A 540 

Flusser,  C.  W 47,48 

French,  Samnel  G .. 466, 470, 481,  405, 407, 505, 885 

Jones,  J.  Richter 163, 514,  520, 550,  606, 713, 716,  718,  724 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 502,601 

Lee,  Francis  L 147,560,561,566,567 

Lee,  S.  P 630,647,656,680,681,688,715,731 

Lyman,  Luke 561 

Martin,  J.  G 440,448,471 

Mix,  Simon  H 508 

Montgomery,  Augustus  S 1068 

Morris,  D.  B _• 182 

Palmer,  Inn  is  N 227, 228, 552, 584, 504, 612, 618,  638, 646, 647, 665 

Parker,  William  A 475 

Peck,  John  J 41,42,580 

Pickett,  Josiah G40 

Potter,  Edward  E 300,424 

Prince,  Henry ,.   160,  223, 228-236,  631,  635, 638, 670 

Sanders,  E.  C 538 

Spinola,  F.  B 668,733 
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Foster,  John  G.— Continued. 
Correspondence  with 

Sprague,  A.  B.  R 560 

Stanly,  Ed 182, 498,525 

Studley,  J.  M 564 

Wallis^J.  W 674 

Wessells,  Henry  W 147,355,721 

Mentioned 37,38,40,41,61, 

62,  66,  68,  69, 71-75, 77, 82, 84-86, 90, 94, 96, 112, 113, 116, 163, 172, 185, 189, 
193, 201,  202, 217, 219-221, 223,  224, 227, 228, 230, 232, 240-244. 246-248, 252, 
254, 255, 275,  282,  283, 285,  344,  378, 390, 411, 424, 453, 455, 460, 465,  466,  468, 
469, 472, 473, 476, 478, 479, 485,  490-492,  494,  496,  497, 499-502,  504, 505, 507, 
511, 519,  522,  526, 528,  529, 533, 538,  540, 547,  548,  563, 576-580, 583, 585, 586, 
588-595, 601-603, 607,  612,  617,  618,  622,  627, 632,  634, 638,  647, 668,  669, 678, 
689,  709,  736, 778, 779, 784, 793, 802, 814, 815, 819, 823, 824, 826, 828, 830, 834, 
838, 839,  854,  870,  876,  878,  881,  880,  897,  904,  905,  908, 911,  924, 969, 970, 972, 
973,  980,  982,  987,  988,  994,  1005,  1007,  1017,  1018, 1022, 1023, 1030, 1031, 
1036,  1045,  1047,  1048,  1050,  1051,  1053-1055,  1067,  1072,  1075-1081,  1087 

Orders  in  cases  of,     Mutinous  conduct  Marine  Artillery 471 

Reports  of 

Goklsborough,  N.  C.     Expedition  to,  Dec.  11-20,  1862 54 

Kinstou,  N.  C. 

Demonstration  upon,  May  20-23,  1 863 362,  363 

Engagement  at,  Dec.  14,  1862 53 

New  Berne,  N.  C. 

Expedition  against,  March  8-16,  1863 183 

Expedition  from,  Nov.  1-12,  1862 20 

^  Washington,  N.  C. 

Attack  on,  Sept.  6,  1862 4,5 

Expedition  to,  April  17-19, 1863 212 

Siege  of,  and  pursuit  of  Confederate  forces,  March  30-April  20, 

1863 211,212 

Winfield,  N.  C.     Skirmish  at,  March  23,  1863 202 

Staff.     Announcements  of 512,52:', 

Foster,  Nathaniel  H.     Mentioned 2i! 

Foster,  Robert  S. 

Mentioned 133-135,137,138,268,272, 

275, 277-279, 283, 286, 289, 290, 295,  300, 312, 315, 354, 355, 453, 468,  483-485, 
488, 499, 528, 575, 605, 606, 628, 637, 653, 676, 690, ? 10,  718-720, 730, 734, 1093 

Report  of  siege  of  Suffolk,  Va.,  April  11-May  4,  18(53 293 

Fowler,  Bernard.     Mentioned 14 

Fox,  Conrad,  Schooner.     Mentioned 423,  434 

Fox,  Gustavus  V.     Mentioned 659, 731 

Foy,  Franklin.     Mentioned 987, 1057 

Francis,  John,  Schooner.     Mentioned 433,434,440 

Francis,  Joseph.     Mentioned 467 

Frankle,  Jones.     Mentioned 224, 246, 252,  475, 736 

Franklin,  Schooner.     Mentioned 515 

Franklin,  Va.     Skirmishes  at  and  near. 

Aug.  31,  1862 1 

Oct.  3,  1862.     See  Blaclcwater,  Va.     Skirmialt  o>i  the,  Oct.  3,  1862. 

Oct.  31,  1862.     Report  of  John  J.  Peck 

Nov.  18,  1862.     Report  of  John  J.  Peck 

See  also  D'u  io  J/nicohi,  p.  458. 
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Franklin,  Va.     Skirmishes  at  .and  near — Continued. 

Dec.  2,  1862.     See  Blackwattr,  I'a.     tikirmiah  on  lite,  Dec.  2,  1862. 
March  17,  1863. 

Communications  from  John  J.  Peck 560 

Reports  of 

Peck,  John  J 199 

Spear,  Samuel  P 200 

Franklin,  William  B.     Mentioned 8«G 

Fraser,  John,  &  Co. 

Correspondence  Avith  G.  T.  Beanregard 781, 783 

Mentioned 781 

Fredericksburg,  Va.     Battle  of,  Dec.  11-15,  1862.     Communications  from 

Stager,  Anson 483 

War  Department,  C.  S 799 

Freeborn,  Tug.     Mentioned 533 

Freeborn,  Thomas.     Mentioned 180 

Freedmen.     See  Refugees,  Freedmen  and  Abandoned  Lands. 

Freeman,  Alfred  J.     Mentioned 322 

Fremont,  S.  L.     Mentioned 874 

French,  Colonel.    Mentioned 906 

French,  Charles  A.     Mentioned 15, 260 

French,  D.  A.     Mentioned 920 

French,  S.  B.     Mentioned *.       742 

French,  S.  Bassett.     For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  Virginia,  Governor  of. 
French,  Samuel  G. 

Assignments  to  command 861,864,953,988,1077 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A. . .  773, 846, 861, 864, 873, 1028 

Cunningham,  George  A 340 

Daniel,  Juuius 745 

Davis,  Joseph  R 993 

Elzey,  Arnold 1069 

Evans,  N.  G o24,834 

Foster,  John  G 466,470,481,495,497,505,885 

Hood,  J.  B 1042 

Jenkins,  M 1010,1018,1033,1043,1086 

Lougstreet,  James 328, 

337,  340,  906,  908,  914,  946,  948,  939,  993,997-999,  1001-1004,  1009,  1010, 
1015,  1016,  1020,  1021,  1025,  1026,  1033,  1037,  1039-1041,  1043,  1044,  1046 

Milligan,  J.  F 1003 

Myers,  Charles  D 997 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 760,  762,  77b,  784,  801 

Pettigrew,  J.  J 744 

Robertson,  B.  H 804,805 

Shumaker,  L.  M 328, 991, 1000 

Smith,  Gustavns  W 743, 747-749, 751, 755, 757,  762, 

768,  770,  777-779, 781, 788, 792, 793, 803,  811,  816,  824,  840, 841,  854,  870-872 

War  Department,  C.  S 45. 144, 742,  822, 823,  826,  867,  874, 1042 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 785,852,855,863,868 

Mentioned 39,108,113, 

161, 274, 276, 291,  325, 326,  332,  334^  336, 338,  435,  4-14, 465, 632, 633, 653,  750, 
751, 758, 759, 761, 763-765, 767-769,  771 ,  779, 781, 782,  786-794,  808,  809,  814, 
815,  826,  830, 845,  846, 855, 859,  865, 867,  871,  877,  878,  882,  888,  900, 916,  917, 
928,930,940,  941,946,  953,978,  988,993,  1014,  1038,  1045,1056,1067,1077 
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French,  Samuel  G.— Continued. 
Reports  of. 

Battery  Hn ger,  Hill's  Point,  Va.     Capture  of,  April  19,  1863 324 

Plymouth,  N.  C.     Attack  on,  Dec.  10,  1862 49 

Suffolk,  Va.     Siege  of,  April  11-May  4,  1863 329 

Washington,  N.  C.     Attack  on,  Sept.  6,  1862 10 

French,  William  H. 
Correspondence  with 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E _ '. 5(52 

Jones,  Samuel 935 

Mentioned 935-937 

Fricker,  Joseph. 

Mentioned 61,62,170,171,178 

Report  of  expedition  from  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  6-10,  1863 171 

Frobel,  B.  W.     Correspondence  with 

Gwathmey,  Washington 842 

Lamb,  William 842 

Fuller,  Nehemiah  P.     Mentioned 77, 78 

Fuller,  Thomas  C.     Mentioned 111,118,119,121 

Fullerton,  Alexander.     Mentioned 67 

Fulton,  Andrew  J.     Mentioned 575,734,1003 

Furness,  H.  K.    Mentioned 140 

Gafford,  G.  W.     Mentioned 44 

Gaillard,  E.  S.     Mentioned 740 

Galego,  Schooner.     Mentioned 97fi 

Galena,  II.  S.  S.     Mentioned 398, 400, 741, 837, 886, 10f>H 

Gallivan,  John.     Mentioned 29H 

Galloupe,  Isaac  F.     Mentioned 7(; 

Gardner,  Charles  T.     Mentioned 308 

Garnett,  Richard  B. 

Correspondence  with  D.  H.  Hill..  918, 955, 971,  975, 978, 984,  988,  989,  991,  992, 1001 

Mentioned 189,195,218, 

230, 245, 277,  291,  590, 655, 657, 663, 680,  687, 696, 700,  883,  990, 991, 915-917, 
919,  923,  924,  929,  931,  932,  938,  941,  943,  956,  962, 964-966, 969, 1004, 1025 

Report  of  expedition  against  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  8-16, 1863 195 

Garrard,  Jeptha. 

Mentioned 7-9, 24,  26, 29-31,  55-57,  65, 168, 178, 179, 246, 251, 252, 584 

Reports  of 

Goldsborough,  N.  C.     Operations  Dec.  15,  1862,  during  expedition  to..        69 
Mount  Olive  Station  and  Goshen  Swamp,  N.  C.     Affairs  at,  Dec.  16, 

18(52 69 

New  Berne,  N.  C.     Expedition  from,  March  6-10,  1863 179 

Thompson's  Bridge,  N.  C.     Skirmish  at,  December  17,  1862 69 

Garrett,  Frank  B.    Mentioned 509 

Garrett,  Joshua  L.     Mentioned 995 

Garrett,  W.  N.     Mentioned 810,811 

Geary,  John  W.     Mentioned .'. 819 

Gee,  B.  H.     Mentioned 921 

General  Jesup,  U.  S.  S. 

Construction  and  equipment  of.     Communications  from 

Dix,  John  A 404,476 

Lee,  S.  P 393 

Viele,  Egbert  L 404 

Mentioned . .  '476 
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Georgia,  Steamer.     Mentioned 502 

Georgia  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— Batteries  :  Macon,  190,  191. 

Cavalry— Regiments  :  62d,*  155,  15C,  220,  221,  755,  854,  984,  1008,  1020,  1060, 

1086,  1087,  1089,  1090. 

Infantry— Regi men ts  :  3d,  G52  ;  25th,  29th,  30th,  860 ;  32d,  833,  866 ;  46th, 
47th,  866 :  59th,  751,  759, 764,  787,  802, 921,  997, 998, 1044. 

Geranium,  Schooner.     Mentioned 398 

Getty,  George  W. 

Mentioned : 149, 268, 270-272, 274-277, 279, 283, 286, 

287, 294, 297, 300, 312-314,  317,  319,  320, 558, 562-565, 570, 575,  582, 633, 637, 
641-643,  645, 653,  655,  658, 662, 663, 676, 686,  687,  690,  691, 694, 695, 725, 735 

Report  of  siege  of  Suffolk,  Va.,  April  11-May  4,  1863 301 

Gibbon,  H.  A.     Mentioned 587 

Gibbs,  Alfred.     Mentioned ....  35, 37, 123, 126, 132, 279, 491, 494, 496, 499, 575, 734, 1093 
Gibbs,  George  C.     (42d  N.  C.) 
Correspondence  with 

Hill,  D.  H 946 

Longstreet,  James 945 

Mentioned 865, 947, 953, 1065 

Gibbs,  George  C.     (odN.Y.Cav.)    Mentioned 73,164 

Gilbert,  Virgil.     Mentioned 213 

Giles,  Solomon.     Mentioned 602 

Gill.  Thomas  J. 

Case  of.     Communications  from 

Dix,  John  A 439,441,449 

Lee,  S.  P 439,450 

Mentioned 450 

Gillis,  James  H. 

Mentioned 256-258,360,628,689,698,699,704 

Reports  of 

Matthews  County,  Va.     Expedition  into,  May  19-22,  1863 361 

Yorktown,  Va.     Expedition  from,  April  Ir1863 256,258 

Gilliss,  James.     Mentioned 575, 735 

Gillmore,  Qnincy  A.     Mentioned 457 

Gilmer,  J.  F. 

Correspondence  with  Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A.. 743 

Mentioned 762,767,771,853,968,976,977 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A. 
Gist,  S.  R. 

Correspondence  with  W.  H.  C.  Whiting 801 

Mentioned 818, 828,  829, 832, 837, 842, 849,  866,  867, 871 

Glennon,  John.     Mentioned 298 

Gloucester  Co.,  Va.     Reconnaissance  to,  Dec.   12,  1862.     See  Yorktown,  Va. 

Reconnaissance  from,  Dec.  11-15,  1862. 
Gloucester  C.  H.,  Va.     Expedition  to,  April  7,  1863. 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S.,  with  Army 260,261 

Report  of  A.  H.  Grimshaw 260 

See  also  Reyes  to  Halleck,  p.  587. 
Gloucester  -Peninsula,  Va.     Operations  on  the,  Aug.  20,  1862-June  4,  1863. 

Communications  from  S.  P.  Lee 560 

See  also 

Nov.  16,  1S62.  Gloucester  Point.     Skirmish  at. 

22,  1862.  Matthews  County.     Destruction  of  Salt- Works  in. 

*  Originally  called  2d  Partisan  Hangers.    Co.  H  served  as  artillery. 
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Gloucester  Peninsula,  Va.    Operations  on,  Aug.  20, 1862-Juue  4, 1863— Cont'd. 
See  also 

Dec.  11-15,  1862.  Yorktoivn.     Reconnaissance  from. 
April   1,  1863.   Yorktown.     Expedition  from. 

7,  1863.  Gloucester  C.  H.    Expedition  to. 
9-14,  1863.  Gloucester  Point.     Operations  against. 
12,  1863.  Hickory  Forks.     Reconnaissance  to  the  vicinity  of. 
27,  1863.  Hickory  Forks.     Expedition  bcyo»d. 

May   15,  1863.  Robinson's  Plantation,  King  and  Queen  County.     Expe 
dition  to.  . 

19-22,  1863.  Mattheivs  County.     Expedition  into. 
Gloucester  Point,  Va. 

Operations  against,  April  9-14,  1863.     Report  of  D.  J.  Godwin 261 

Skirmish  at,  Nov.  16,  1862.     Reports  of 

Davis,  William  W.  H 32 

Naglee,  Henry  M 32 

See  also  Dix  to  Halleck,  p.  459. 
Godwin,  D.  J. 

Mentioned 341 

Report  of  operations  against  Gloucester  Point,  Va.,  April  9-14,  1863 201 

Goldsborough,  N.  C. 

Confederate  troops  at.     Organization,  strength,  etc.,  Dec.  20,  1862 807 

Expedition  to,  Dec.  11-20, 1862. 

Casualties,  returns  of,  Union  troops ..         60 

Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 473,  48 1 

Beauregard,  G.  T 80(5 

Dix,  John  A 473 

Foster,  John  G 469, 475,  476, 489 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 801 

Peck,  John  J 474 

Quartermaster-General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 107 

Radcliffe,  James  D 794 

Robertson,  B.  H 804,805 

Smith,  GustavusW 801-803,805,806 

War  Department,  C.  S 802,803,805 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C .' 794,802-806 

See  also  Dix  to  Halleck,  p.  478. 

Congratulatory  orders.     (Foster) 59, 60 

Co-operation  of  Dix  and  Foster 37-43,  465,  466, 473,  476-479 

Reports  of 

Arnory,  Thomas  J.  C. ,  Dec.  14-17,  1862 75 

Chambers,  John  G.,  Dec.  11-16,  1862 78 

Codman,  Charles  R.,  Dec.  14-16,  1862 80 

Cole,  George  W.,  Dec.  12-16,  1862 74 

Evans,  N.  G.,  Dec.  13-17,1862 112 

Fellows,  John  F.,  Dec.  14-17,  1862 77 

Fitz  Simmons,  Charles,  Dec.  15,  1862 67 

Foster,  John  G 54 

Garrard,  Jeptha,  Dec.  15,  1862 69 

Hall,  Newton,  Dec.  12-16, 1862 71 

Heckman,  Charles  A 91 

Holbrook,  Charles  L 80 

Howell,  Joshua  B.,  Dec.  13-17,  1862 101 
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Goldsborough,  N.  C.— Continued. 
Expedition  to,  Dec.  11-20,  1862. 
Reports  of 

Jacobs,  Ferris,  jr.,  Dec4.  13-14,  1862 72 

Jenney,  Edwin  S 66 

Ledlie,  James  H.,  Dec.  11-17,  1862 63 

Lee,  Horace  C 84 

Moscliell,  JolinF.,  Dec.  11-16,  1862 70 

Pickett,  Josiah •  87 

Shurtleff,  William  S 88 

Smith,  Gustavns  W.,  Dec.  13-18,  1862 106-109 

Sprague,  A.  B.  R 81 

Stevens,  W.  H.,  Dec.  16-17,  18(52 110 

Stevenson,  Thomas  G 82 

Taylor,  David  A.,  Dec.  11-17,  1862 61 

Wessells,  Henry  W.,  Dec.  5-21,  1862 95 

Zabriskie,  Abram 94 

See  also 

Dec.  12-15,  1862. — Neuse  River.     Operations  on  the. 
14,  1862. — Rinston.     Engagement  at. 

16,  1862.—  White  Hall.     Engagement  at. 

Mount  Olive  Station  and  Gosncn  Swam}).     Affairs  at. 

17,  1862.— Dudley  Station.     Raid  on. 

Goldsloroitgh  llridge.     Engagement  at. 
Thompson's  Bridge.     Skirmish  at. 
Goldsborough  Bridge,  N.  C.     Engagement  at,  Dec.  17, 1862.     Reports  of 

('lingman,  Thomas  L 117 

Pool,  Stephen  D •- 120 

See  also  Dec.  11-20,  1862.   Gol'dslorough,  N.  C.     Expedition  to.     Reports  of 

Araory,  Thomas  J.  C.  Ledlie,  James  H.  Stevens,  Walter  II. 

Evans,  Nathan  G.  Lee,  Horace  C.  Stevenson,  Thomas  G. 

Fellows,  John  F.  Pickett,  Josiah.  Taylor,  David  A. 

Foster,  John  G.  Shurtleff,  William  S.  Zabriskie,  Abram. 

Ileckmau,  Charles  A.  Smith,  Gustavus  W. 

Goldsborough,  John  R.     Mentioned 489 

Goldsborough,  L.  M.     Mentioned : 383, 393,  404,  426, 437, 555 

Goldthwaite,  Joseph  A.     Mentioned 512 

Goode,  John,  jr.     Mentioned 742 

Goode,  J.  Thomas.     Mentioned 920 

Goodspeed,  Merritt  M.     Mentioned 70 

Goodwin,  Francis  E.     Mentioned 370 

Gordon,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 122 

Gordon,  George  H. 

Assignments  to  command 659 

Correspondence  with  John  A.  Dix 702,  706 

Itinerary  2d  Division,  4th  Corps,  May  4-Jnne  1, 1863 372 

Mentioned 279, 

281, 285,  372,  658.  659, 687,  690,  691,  704, 705, 707, 714,  723, 728,  730, 732-734 
Reports  of 

Robinson's  Plantation,  Va.     Expedition  to,  May  15,  1863 357 

Suffolk,  Va.     Operations  May  1-4, 1863,  during  siege  of 323 

AVest  Point,  Va.     Evacuation  of,  May  31-Jnne  1, 1863 372 

Goree,  Thomas  J.     Mentioned 896, 1021 

Gorgas,  Josiah.     Mentioned 770 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  A. 
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Goshen  Swamp,  N.  C.     Affair  at,  Doc.  16, 18(52.    Report  of  Jeptba  Garrard..        69 
See  also  Dec.  11-20, 1862.  Expedition  to  Goldaborouyh,  N.  C.     Reports  of 
Foster,  Jolm  G.  Smith,  Gustavus  W. 

Gouraud,  George  E.     Metitionccl c 9, 214, 216, 221, 241, 512, 613, 680 

Graham,  Edward.     Mentioned 19 

Graham,  George  W.     Mentioned 58, 59,  65, 93-95, 737 

Graham,  Joseph.     Mentioned 191 

Graham,  W.  A.     Mentioned 921,963 

Grammer,  "W.  T.     Mentioned 737 

Granite,  U.  S.  Sloop.     Mentioned 1.       223 

Grant,  Edwin  M.     Mentioned 280 

Grant,  U.  S.     Mentioned 284,1084,1089 

Graves,  George  W.     Mentioned 40, 210, 223, 243 

Gray,  Charles  O.     Mentioned 18,  59,  60, 92,  OG-'JH,  100, 101, 116,  722 

Greeny  Dr.     Mentioned 568 

Green,  Mr.     Mentioned 544 

Green,  W.  R.     Mentioned 41 

Gregg,  D.  McM.     Mentioned •_ 707,710 

Gregory,  David  E.     Mentioned 734 

Gregory,  Lemuel  B.     Mentioned 291,292 

Greig,  Sherman.     Mentioned 68, 227 

Grey,  Joseph.     Mentioned 170 

Grice,  Allen.     Mentioned 561 

Griffin,  Joel  R.     Mentioned 36,  37, 755, 1008, 1051 , 1064, 1087, 1089 

Grimes,  David  E.     Mentioned 89 

Grimshaw,  Arthur  H. 

Mentioned 576,  734, 1094 

Report  of  expedition  to  Gloucester  Court-House,  Va. ,  April  7, 1863 260 

Grist,  Isaac  W.     Mentioned 198 

Guion,  George  M.     Mentioned 1093 

Guion,  Henry  T.     Mentioned 930,944,945,986 

Gulf,  Department  of  the.     Re-enforcements  for.  -Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 488 

Dix,  John  A 487 

Gum  Swamp,  N.  C.     Skirmish  at,  May  22,1863.     See  Kinaton,N.  C.     Demon 
stration  on,  May  20-23, 1863. 

Gurney,  William.     Mentioned 279, 287,  323,  627,  676,  734 

Gwathmey,  Washington. 

Correspondence  with 

Frobel,  B.W 842 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 843 

Mentioned 849 

Gwynn,  Walter. 

Correspondence  with 

Cooke,  James  W 767 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 754, 758, 763, 765, 767, 768,  813,  884' 

Mentioned 756,757,761,762,767,771,840,884 

Gwynn,  W.  B.     Mentioned , 763 

Habeas  Corpus.     Writ  of,  suspended  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.,  and  vicinity 793 

Hadley,  M.  J.     Report  of  ordnance  stores  captnred  at  Sandy  Ridge,  N.  C 155 

Hagemeister,  Du  Plat.     Mentioned 150 

Hahn,  Allen  W.     Mentioned 390 

Hale,  Sergeant.     Mentioned 934 

Hale,  Martin  G.     Mentioned :•*,,.. 188 
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Halifax,  Steamer.     Mentioned 148 

Hall,  E.  D. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 1091 

Mentioned 930 

Hall,  John.     Mentioned 97 

Hall,  Newton. 

Correspondence  with  J.  Richter  Jones 726 

Mentioned 8,54,55 

Report  of  operations  Dec.  12-16,  1862,  during  expedition  to  Goldsborough, 

N.  C 71 

Hall,  Rowland  M.     Mentioned 508 

Hall,  William  P.     Mentioned 32,  50,  51, 124, 260, 261, 576, 629, 707,  734, 1094 

Halleck,  Henry  W.     Mentioned 11,202,267,277,285,392, 

412, 419, 427, 445, 451, 470, 476,  482, 518,  530, 536, 538, 540,  564, 571, 572, 589, 
593, 613, 615,  618, 626, 629,  633,  637, 638, 641, 644,  645, 671, 681, 6c8,  718, 731 
For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Army  Headquarters. 

Hampton,  Wade.    Mentioned 815,876,891,1044 

Hand,  Daniel  W.    Mentioned... 134,139,280,354 

Hauc.  vcr  Station,  Va.     Skirmish  at,  May  3,  1863 3 

Hanovertowii  Ferry,  Va.     Skirmish  at,  May  4, 1863 3 

ilardy,  Graiiville.     Mentioned „ 77 

Harkaway,  Schooner. 

Mentioned 1056 

Seizure  of.     Communications  from  W.  H.  C.  Whiting 1056 

Harkiiess,  Elijah  A.     Mentioned 129 

Harland,  Edward. 

Mentioned 277, 279, 287, 294,  301,  302,  306, 307, 315, 317, 570, 575, 658, 676, 735 

Report  of  siege  of  Suffolk,  Va.,  April  11-May  4,  1863 31:4 

Harmaii,  William. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  A.  Wise 808,  809 

Mentioned 796, 886 

Harrington,  Samuel.     Mentioned 159, 187 

Harris,  Robert.     Mentioned 666 

Harris,  T.  A.     Mentioned 270,278,280 

Harris,  Thomas  W.     Mentioned 167,197,913 

Harrison,  Scout.     Mentioned 923 

Harrison,  Asa  H.     Mentioned 146 

Harrison,  Burton  N.     For  correspondence  as  Pvt.  Sec.,  see  Jefftrson  Davis. 
Harrison,  George  P.,  jr. 

Correspondence  with  W.  H.  C.  Whiting .831, 851 

Mentioned 809,817,821,828,844,865,866,873,896 

Harrison,  J.  W.     Mentioned 260 

Harrison,  Randolph.     Mentioned 798 

Hart,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 70 

Hart,  James  H.     Mentioned 299 

Hart,  T.  D.     Mentioned 501,577,738 

Hart,  William.    Mentioned , 66 

Hartweli,  Cephas  L,     Mentioned 134 

Harvey,  William  H.     Mentioned .' 859 

Harvie,  Lewis  E.,  Mr. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 951 

Mentioned 813 

Harvie,  Lewis  E.,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 1008 

JEarwood,  A.  A.     Mentioned ....  .,„„,.„.  .,,. , .       661 

IX  II  K  — YQL 
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Hasbrouck,  H.  C.     Mentioned 280,576,735 

Haskell,  John  C. 

Mentioned 192,194,196,865,954,1004,1007 

Report  of  expedition  against  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  Mareh  8-16, 1863 190 

Haskiii,  Joseph  A.    Mentioned 608 

Hasty ,  Thomas  J.     Mentioned 44 

Hawkins,  Rush  C.     Mention  ed 279, 280, 286,  309, 575, 676 

Hawley,  Louis  J.     Mentioned 920, 1006 

Hayes,  H.     Mentioned 764,765 

Hayiies,  Thomas  W.     Mentioned 342 

Hays,  Alexander.     Mentioned 608, 876 

Hazell.  Mr.     Mentioned 827 

Heckman,  Charles  A. 

Mentioned 55, 58, 59, 63, 65,  66, 74, 76,  77, 79, 85, 96, 98, 103, 

216,  220,  221,  378,  469,  500,  501,  548,  577,  602, 603, 623, 63*,  678, 700, 1031 
Reports  of 

Goldsborough,  N.  C.     Expedition  to,  Dec.  11-20, 1862 91 

Washington,  N.  C.     Expedition  to,  April  17-19, 1863 221 

Hedrick,  John  J. 

Correspondence  Avith  W.  H.  C.  Whiting 848 

Mentioned 849,922 

Heft,  Casper,  Schooner.     Mentioned 416 

Heine,  William.     Mentioned 386,735 

Heintzelman,  Samuel  P. 

Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarters 608, 637 

Mentioned 373,834,1066,1070 

Henry  Burden,  Steamer.     Mentioned : .  599, 601 

Henry,  M.  W.     Mentioned 331,  334, 989, 991, 995, 1010, 1045, 1046 

Herbert,  George  H.    Mentioned 308 

Heth,  Henry. 

Correspondence  with 

Davis,  W.  G.  M 853 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 853, 854 

Mentioned 706,1045,1083,1088 

Hetzel,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 171,172 

Hickory  Forks,  Va. 

Expedition  beyond,  April  27, 1863.     "  Record  of  Events,"  7th  Army  Corps.       343 

Reconnaissance  to  vicinity  of,  April  12,  1863.     Report  of  C.  C.  Tevis 341 

Hicks,  Mr.     Mentioned 570 

Hicks;  A.  H.     Mentioned 241 

Hill,  Captain.     Mentioned 462 

Hill,  A.  P. 

Correspondence  with  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 888 

Mentioned 385,706,856,1045 

Hill,  Daniel  H. 

Address  to  soldiers 894 

Assignments  to  command 847,  872,  894, 953 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 1028, 

1032, 1034, 1061, 1067, 1079, 1082, 1084 

Beauregard,  G.  T 892,1007,1012,1017,1021,1030,1036 

Clarke,  William  J 1013 

Colquitt.A.  H 1074,  lOKi 

Daniel,  Juuius 914,924,9:50,932,944,951,954,974, 1011, 1046, 1057, 1062 
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Hill,  Daniel  H.— Continued. 
Correspondence  with 

Gurnett,  R.  B 918, 955, 971, 975, 978, 984, 988, 989, 991, 992, 1001 

Gibbs,  George  C 946 

Lee,  Robert  E 1063, 1009, 1071, 1074, 1075, 1079 

Long-street,  James 898, 902, 

908,  920,  923,  925,  931,  932,  937,  941,  943,  947,  948,  953,  956,  962,  964, 
968,  972, 973,  975, 989, 990,  1031, 1032, 1046, 1047, 1050,  1057, 1061, 1072 

Marshall,  W.  H 1054 

Martin,  J.  G 985, 1033, 1059, 1064, 1065, 1087, 1089 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 919 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 1011,1019 

Pettigrew,  J.  J 195,883,921,985,990,1004,1007,1013,1027 

Rains,  G.  J 1082 

Ransom,  R.,  jr 957,971,981,985,986,1000,1004 

Robertson,  B.  H 912,1007,1051 

War  Department,  C.  S 861, 

890, 983, 1005, 1016, 1047, 1048, 1050, 1052, 1053, 1059, 1076, 1079, 1002 

Whitford,  John  N 1022,1054 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 893,896,904,910, 

972,  982,  987,  1022,  1041,  1045, 1048, 1049, 1052, 1058, 1070, 1073, 1076, 1080 

Mentioned 189, 

190,  210,  211,  216,  220,  230,  232,236,  245,  246,  275,  277,278,  281-283,  285, 
291,  323,  330,  344, 385, 488, 549, 555,  562, 564, 587, 590, 605, 606, 614, 620, 622, 
623, 626, 627, 632, 644, 648, 650, 655, 667, 668,  684, 685, 689, 690, 692, 696, 699, 
700,  705, 742,  819,  831,  847, 851, 872, 891, 892,  901, 905, 907-909, 914, 916, 917, 
923,  924,  930,  937,  943,  945,  946,  949,  953,  959-961,  966,  969,  970, 973, 979, 
981, 983,  996-999, 1012, 1014,  1015,  1017,  1020, 1028,  1029,  1031,  1032, 1034, 
1035,  1045,  1058,  1064,  1066,  1069,  1077,  1078,  1081-1084,  1086,  1088,  1089 

Report  of  expedition  against  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  8-16, 1863 188 

Hill,  James  C.     Mentioned 892 

Hill,  J.  H.     Mentioned 116 

Hill,  James  H.     For  correspondence,  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  W.  H.  C.  Whiting. 

Hill,  Samuel.     Mentioned 562 

Hill,  Theroii  D.     Mentioned 59,60 

Hiller,  Frederick  L.     Mentioned 735 

Hill's  Point,  N.  C. 

Affair  at,  April  16, 1863.     See  reports  of  Foster,  p.  212 ;  Potter,  pp.  218, 219. 
Engagement  at,  April  2, 1863.     See  report  of  Foster,  p.  212. 
Hill's  Point,  Va.     Skirmish  near,  May  3, 1863.     See  April  Il-Nay4,  1863.  Siege 

of  Suffolk,  Va.     Report*  of 
Button,  Arthur  II.  Getty,  George  W.  Peck,  John  J. 

Hindes,  Pulaski.     Mentioned 62 

Hinds,  George  W. 

Mentioned 500 

Report  of  engagement  at  Kiuston,  N.  C. ,  Dec.  14,  1862 100 

Hines,  John  C.    Mentioned 198 

Hinton,  Mr.     Mentioned 650 

Hitchcock,  E.  A.     Mentioned 59 

Hitchcock.  George  H.    Mentioned 168,578 

Hobbs,  Moses.     Mentioned 552 

Hoffman,  Southard.     Mentioned 81 , 89, 217, 233, 512, 612,  613 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  G.  Foster;  also  Inn  is  N.  Palmer. 
Hofman,  Mr.     Mentioned '. 961 
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Hoke,  R.  F.     Mentioned 903 

Holbrook,  Charles  L. 

Mentioned 69,76,468,500,577,736 

Reports  of 

Goldshorough,  N.  C.     Expedition  to,  Dec.  11-20, 1862 80 

Kinston,  N.  C.     Expedition  toward,  April  27-May  1, 1863 349 

Holden,  William.    Mentioned 512 

Holden,  William  W.     Mentioned 1092 

Holly,  Thomas  F.     Mentioned 757 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H.    Mentioned 859 

Holt,  E.  J.     Mentioned 156 

Homaiis,  George  H.     Mentioned 350 

Hood,  J.  B. 

Correspondence  with  Saumel  G.  French 1042 

Mentioned 275,291,324-326,332, 

334,  337, 339, 488, 549, 579, 583, 587, 604, 605, 625, 632, 641,  679,  680,  683,  690- 
692, 732, 876, 880,  882,  890,  898,  899, 915-917, 923, 925-927, 933, 937, 942,  944, 
963,970,989,995,1002,  1010,  1015,  1017,  1033,  1037-1042,  1045,  1047,  1052 

Hook,  Cornelius,  jr.     Mentioned 469, 501 

Hooker,  George  H.     Mentioned 96, 101, 102 

Hooker,  Joseph. 

Co-operation  of  Dix  with.     See  Chancellorsville  Campaign,  Fa.,  April  27- 

May  6,  1863. 
Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 683,709 

Dix,  John  A 667,671,672,689,727,730,732,733,738 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 683,687,730,739 

Kilpatrick,  Judson 7^1 

Peck,  John  J 582, 

586, 600, 606,  644, 653, 655, 658,  667, 672, 679, 680, 683, 684, 691, 692 

Mentioned 189,  267, 279,  281, 282,  284,  285,  324, 549, 567, 586, 587, 604, 610, 616, 

624, 630, 632, 633,  639, 644,  649, 650,  662, 668,  680,  683-685, 687, 691, 693, 696, 
699, 706, 709, 711,  714, 720, 721,  723,  724,  728, 730,  738, 739, 876, 877, 882, 883, 
896, 898, 911, 922, 942, 944, 951, 953, 954, 959, 967, 1001, 1002, 1014, 1024, 1036, 
1046-1048, 1054,  1055,  1057,  1063,  1066,  1069,  1070,  1075,  1078,  1087,  1090 

Hopkins,  Mr.     Mentioned , 7-97 

Hopkins,  Dickinson  S.    Mentioned 341 

Hopkins,  F.     Mentioned 666 

Horton,  Charles  S.     Mentioned 271,277 

Horton,  William  L.     Mentioned 364,365 

Host,  Mr.     Mentioned 570 

Howard,  James.     Mentioned 742 

Howard,  Oliver  O.     Mentioned 1029 

Howard,  Robert  V.  W.     Mentioned 126,1094 

Ho  well,  Joshua  B. 

Mentioned 79,96,99,500,548,577,678,738 

Report  of  operations  Dec.  13-17,  during  expedition  to  Goldsborough,  N.  C.       101 

Hudgin,  Walter  G.     Mentioned 342 

Hudson,  City  of,  Steamer.    Mentioned 450 

Hudson,  James,  jr.     Mentioned 578 

Huffman,  G.  D.     Mentioned 342 

Huger,  Battery,  Va.     Capture  of,  April  19,  1863. 
Communications  from 

Carroll,  Gray .' 329 

Cunningham,  George  A 340 
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Huger,  Battery,  Va.     Capture  of,  April  10,  1863— Continued. 
Communications  from 

Dix,  John  A 637 

French,  Samuel  G 327,328,337,340 

Longstreet,  James 326 

Peck,  John  J 637 

Pendleton,  W.  F 335 

Shnmaker,  L.  M 328 

Stribling,  R.  M 328 

See  also  Long  street  to  Scddon,  p.  1014. 
Reports  of 

Boggs,  F.  J 333 

Connally,  John  K 338 

Dealing,  James 334 

French,  Samuel  G - 324 

Jones,  John  A 337 

Shumaker,  L.  M 331 

Stribling,  R.  M 336 

Ward,  John  E 314 

See  also  April  11-May  4,  1863.     Siege  of  Suffolk,  Va.    Reports  of 

Diitton,  Arthur  H.  Getty,  George  W.  Peck,  John  J. 

Hughes,  John  H.     Mentioned 295 

Hughes,  N.    Mentioned 194 

Hughes,  Patrick  J.     Mentioned 134,138 

Hughstori,  Robert  S.     Mentioned 287, 676 

Hull,  Commodore,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 211,213-215 

Hume,  Mr.     Mentioned 580 

Humphreys,  George  W.     Mentioned 308 

Hunchback,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 25, 170, 172, 185, 223, 224, 230, 231 

Hungary  Station,  Va.     Skirmish  at,  May  4,  1883 3 

Hunt,  Franklin  L.     Mentioned 493,507,885 

Hunt,  John  S.    Mentioned 280 

Hunt,  Lewis  C. 

Mentioned 96,500,548,599,679,1060,1064 

Report  of  engagement  at  Kinston,  N.  C.,  Dec.  14,  1862 99 

Hunt,  William  C.     Mentioned 1 368 

Hunter,  David. 

Controversy  with  Foster.     See  Note,  p.  538. 

Mentioned 567, 570, 577, 633,  711,  890, 904,  905, 911, 1018, 1030, 1046, 1047, 1050 

Hunter  Woodisf  Steamer.     Mentioned 611 

Hutchings,  W.  V.     Mentioned 602 

Hutchms,  Robert.     Mentioned.. 880 

Illinois  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Cavalry— Regiments :  12th,  360,  701,  705-708,  1044. 
Infantry— Regiments:  39th,  35,  37,  377,  487,  548,  577,  678,  738. 
Indiana  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Infantry— Regiments  :  13th,  17,  18,  44, 125, 132-139, 286,  289, 293-295, 298, 377,  487, 

575,  676, 734, 1093. 
Intercourse.     See  Trade  and  Intercourse. 

International,  Ship.     Mentioned 492,494 

Iredell,  C.  T.     Mentioned 744 

Ironsides,  U.  S.  S.     See  New  Ironsides,  U.  S.  S. 

Jack,  Joseph.     Mentioned 578, 737 

Jackson,  D.  A.     Mentioned ! 80 

Jackson,  George.    Mentioned 121, 122, 1048 
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Jackson,  Thomas  J. 

Death  of,  aunotmced _ 1073 

Mentioned 39, 284,  385, 551,  552, 714, 739, 1045, 1048, 1055, 1057, 1073 

Jacksonville,  N.   C.     Skirmish  near,  Jan.  20,  1863.     See  Neiv  Berne,  N.   C. 
Reconnaissance  from,  Jan.  17-21,1863. 

Jacob  Marten,  Sloop.     Mentioned 595 

Jacobs,  Ferris,  jr. 

Mentioned 69,154,159,163,164,366,556 

Reports  of 

Goldsborough,  N".  C.    Operations,  Dec.  13-14, 1862,  during  expedition  to.        72 

Kinston,  N.  C.     Demonstration  on,  Marcli  6-8, 1863 162 

James,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 280, 566 

James  River,  Va. 
Defenses  of. 

Communications  from 

Brown,  Jack 921 

Davis,  Jefferson , 870 

French,  Samuel  G 870 

Longstreet,  James 908 

Smith,  Gustavus  W 870,871 

War  Department,  C.  S 743,870,871 

Davidson,  Hunter,  placed  in  charge  of  submarine 743 

Naval  operations.     Communications  from 

PZngineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 743 

Milligan,  J.  F .....  741 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 376 

Operations  on  south  side  of,  Aug.  20, 1862-June  3, 1863. 
Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 846, 909, 1084 

Army  Headquarters 459, 479, 511 

Daniel,  Juuius 745 

Dix,  John  A 386,  387,  398,  400, 403,  408, 410, 454, 455, 459, 460, 464, 

465, 473, 474,  476, 477, 479, 483-486, 507-509,  513,  517-521, 534, 537, 538, 540, 
541,  549-551,  553,  555,  556,  558,  561, 563,  567, 579, 627, 628,  698, 717,  719,  720 

Dodge,  Charles  C 551 

Elzey,  Arnold 871,919 

Ferebee,  D.  D 745,748 

Ferry,  O.  S 399,483-485,488,495 

French,  Samuel  G 846,906,1069 

Harman,  "William + 808,809 

Jenkins,  M , 940,946,961,1086 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 592,593 

Lee,  RobertE 784,846,851 

Lee,  S.  P 393,413,519,566,693,713 

Longstreet,  James 909, 910, 918, 950, 956, 1045, 1094 

Mansfield,  Joseph  K.  F , 385 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 442 

Peck,  John  J 401,416,441,444,446,453,455,458-460,464, 

465, 474, 476, 482, 485, 504, 507, 510-513,  516, 517, 519-522,  524, 528,  530, 531, 
534-537, 539, 540, 542,  543, 550-552, 555-558,  562,  564-566, 571, 573, 582, 58(5, 
626,  627, 639,  644, 652,  654,  657, 658, 673,  699, 705, 710,  714,719, 723, 725,  744 

Pryor,  Roger  A 790,845,877,879,888 

Roberts,  W.  Dewees , 693 

Smith,  Gustavus  W „ 743, 747-749,  751, 800, 845 
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James  River,  Va.— Continued. 

Operations  on  south  aide  of,  Aug.  20,  1862-Juno  3,  1863. 
Communications  from 

Stratton,  Franklin  A 693 

Vielr,  Egbert  L 542 

War  Department,  C.  S 845,850 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S.,  with  Army :M3, 

400,  403,  410, 411  413, 510,  56(5, 693, 694, 698, 702-704 
See  also 

Aug.         31,  1862.  Franklin.     Skirmish  at 
Sept.    2-  3,  1862.  Suffolk.     Expedition  from. 
Oct.  3,1862.  Blackwater.     Skirmish  on  the, near  Frn uklin. 

Blackwater.     Affair  on  the,  near  Zuni. 
15,  1862.   Carrsville.     Skirmish  near. 
25,  1862.  Znni.     Skirmish  near. 

29,  1862.  Blackwater.     Skirmish  on  the. 
31,  1862.  Franklin.     Skirmish  at. 

Nov.  12-14,  1862.  Suffolk.  Operations  about,  including  skirmishes  (12*7i.) 
at  Providence  Church  and  (141 h)  at  Blackwater  Bridge 
and  Zuni. 

17,  1862.  Carrsville.     Affair  near. 

18,  1862.  Franklin.     Skirmish  at. 

Dec.  1,  1862.  Heaver  Dam  Church.     Skirmish  at. 

2,  1862.  Blackwater.     Skirmish  on  the,  ntar  Franklin. 
8-12,  1862.  Suffolk.     Reconnaissances  from,  to  the  Blackwater,  and 

skirmishes  at  and  about  Zuni. 

22,  1862.   Windsor  and  at  Joyner^s  Ferry.     Skirmishes  near, 
28,  1862.  Suffolk  and  at  Providence  Church.     Skirmishes  near. 
Jan.     8-10,  1863.  Blackwaler.     Expedition  from  Suffolk  lotrard  ihe. 
9,  1863.  Providence  Church.     Skirmish  near. 

30,  1863.  Deserted  House,  or  Kelly7 s  Store,  near  Suffolk.    Engage 

ment  at. 
Feb.  5,1863.  Olive  Branch  Church.     Skirmish  near. 

7,  18(53.   Olive  Branch  Church.     Skirmish  at. 
Mar.      7-  9,  Iff  53.  Suffolk.     Reconnaissance  from ,  and  skirmish  (9//0  near 

Windsor. 

17,  1863.  Franklin.     Skirmish  near. 
25,  1863.  Norfolk.     Affair  at. 
April  11-May  4,  1863.  Suffolk.     Siege  of. 
May    12-26,  1863.  Seaboard  and  Eoanoke  Eailroad.     Operations  on   the, 

and  skirmishes  (15f/t,  16M)  near  Carrsville. 

15-28,  1863.  Norfolk  and  Petersburg  Eailroad.  Operation*  on  the, 
and  skirmisltcs  (17 th)  near  Proridence  Church  and 
(23d!)  at  Antioch  Church  and  Barber 's  Cross-Roads. 

Also  Dix  to  Halleck,  pp.  388,389,395,396;  Dix  to  Lee,  p.  412;  Dix  to 
Lincoln,  p.  458;  Lincoln   to  Dix,  p.  458;  Eeyes  to  ITallf-ck,  p.  587; 
Dix  to  Foster,  p. 667;  French  to  Vance,?.  760;  Smith  to  Lee,  p.  786. 
James,  W.  H. 

Correspondence  with  North  Carolina,  Governor  of '. 957 

Mentioned 849 

J.  C.  Roker,  Schooner.     Mentioned 475 

Jenkins,  A.  G. 

Correspondence  with  North  Carolina,  Governor  of 863 

Mentioned  . .  ...    895,  902,  934,  935 
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Jenkins,  M. 

Correspondence  with 

French,  Samuel  G 1010,1018,1033,1043,1086 

Longstreet,  James 923,040,946,961,963 

Mentioned - 275,291,329,330,355,549,571, 

583,683,704,705,722,909,  910,  917,  930,993,  1010,  1016,  1017,  1025,  1033, 
1038,  1039,  1043,  1044,  1056,  1066,  1067,  1071,  1075-1079,  1082-1086,  1088 
Jenney,  Edwin  S. 

Mentioned 63,64 

Keport  of  expedition  to  Goldsborough,  N.  C.,  Dec.  1 1-20, 1862 06 

Jessie,  Steamer.     Mentioned 1022 

Jesup,  General,  U.  S.  S.     See  General  Jcsup,  U.  S.  S. 
Jocknick,  George  F. 

Mentioned 8,213,218,390,737 

Report  of  skirmish  near  Washington,  N.  C.,  Feb.  13,  1863 156 

John  A.  Warner,  Steamer.     Mentioned 295, 387, 422, 429 

John  Brooks,  Steamer.     Mentioned 502 

John  Farron,  Steamer.     Mentioned 240,241,243 

John  Francis,  Schooner.     Mentioned 433.  434,  440 

John  L.  Lockwood,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 172, 182, 223, 229, 241-244, 463, 630 

John  Rice,  Steamer.     Mentioned 705 

Johnson,  Captain.     Mentioned 280 

Johnson,  A.  B. 

Correspondence  with  T.  G.  Baylor 664 

Mentioned 280 

Johnson,  James.     Mentioned 576,734,1094 

Johnson,  James  A.     Mentioned 734 

Johnson,  William.     Mentioned 575, 735 

Johnston,  George  H.     Mentioned 216,221 

Johnston,  James  C.     Mentioned 526 

Johnston,  Joseph  E. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S ,...     1082 

Mentioned 777,847,1077,1080,1082,1084,1089 

Jones,  John  A.     Report  of  capture  of  Battery  linger,  Va.,  April  19,  1863 337 

Jones,  John  R.     Correspondence  with  Gustavus  W.  Smith 751 

Jones,  J.  Richter. 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  John  G 163,  514,  529, 559, 696, 713, 716, 718,  724 

Hall,  N 726 

Death  of,  announced 729 

Mentioned 155, 225-227,  343-348,  350,  362-371, 557, 577. 665, 729, 1073 

Reports  of 

Batchelder's  Creek,  N.  C.     Expedition  from,  Feb.  12-13, 1863 153, 154 

Kinston,  N.  C. 

Demonstrations  on. 

March  6-8, 1863 160 

May  20-23, 1863 364 

Operations  April  30, 1863,  during  expedition  toward 351,  353 

Neuse,  Dover,  and  Trent  roads,  N.  C.     Reconnaissances  on,  Jan.  27-28, 

1863 131 

Sandy  Ridge,  N.  C.     Skirmish  at,  April  20, 1863 239 

Jones,  Richard  P.     Mentioned 814,819 

Jones,  Samuel. 

Correspondence  with 

French,  William  II 935 
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Jones,  Samuel— Continued. 
Correspondence  with 

War  Department,  C.  S '. 935,936 

Mentioned 563, 787, 803, 815, 902, 909, 934, 935, 1078, 1088, 1089 

Jones,  Warner  T.     Mentioned 814 

Jones,  W.  E.     Mentioned 946,948 

Jordan,  H.  T.     Mentioned 340 

Jordan,  John  V.     Mentioned 121 

Jordan,  Thomas.     Mentioned - 881 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  G.  T.  Beauregard. 

Josselyn,  Francis.     Mentioned 217 

Jourdan,  James. 

Itinerary  of  2d  Brigade,  5th  Division,  18th  Army  Corps.     Siege  of  Wash 
ington,  N.C.,  April  7-22,  1863 254 

Mentioned 167, 173, 176, 225-227, 238,  473,  548, 578, 599, 679, 736, 737 

"  Record  of  Events,"  2d  Brigade,  5th  Division,  18th  Army  Corps.     Skirmish 

near  Deep  Gully,  N.  C.,  March  30,  1863 209 

Joy,  Henry  S.    Mentioned 157 

Joyce,  W.  A.     Correspondence  with  Governor  of  North  Carolina 880 

Joyiier's  Ferry,  Va.     Skirmish  at,  Dec.  22,  1862.     Report  of  Orris  S.  Ferry  ..       123 

Joynes,  W.  T.    Mentioned 874 

Judson,  J.  A.     Mentioned 365 

For  correspondence  as  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  see  Innis  N.  Palmer. 

Keese,  Oliver,  jr.     Mentioned 735 

Keith,  C.  C.  F.     Mentioned 61,62 

Keith,  James  A.     Mentioned 881 , 893, 898, 909 

Kelly's  Store,  Va.     Engagement  at,  Jan.  30,  1863.     See  Deserted  House,  Va. 
Kelton,  J.  C.     For  correspondence,  as  A.   A.  G.,  see  Army  Headquarters. 

Kemper,  J.  L.     Mentioned 687,688, 

692, 915, 917, 929,  931-933, 937,  938, 941, 951, 956, 957,  960-962, 964, 966, 969 

Kennebec,  Steamer.     Mentioned 501 

Kennedy,  John  T.     Mentioned 986,1007 

Kennedy,  T.  J.     Mentioned „«, 65,66,737 

Kennely ,  John.     Mentioned 295 

Kent,  Frank  D.    Mentioned 158 

Kent,  Jonathan  W.     Mentioned 70 

Kent,  William  P.     Mentioned 130 

Keokuk,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 592 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D. 

Assumes  command  (temporarily)  of  Department  of  Virginia 586 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 585-589, 591, 592, 595, 596, 599, 601, 603, 604, 609, 739 

Busteed,  Richard 206 

Dix,  John  A 130, 151, 205,  488, 491,  492, 515, 517, 529, 532, 582, 599, 603, 

622, 628, 641, 651,  652, 673, 689,  692,  693,  701,  702,  705,  714, 716,  717, 728, 732 

Farnsworth,  John  G _ 628 

Foster,  John  G 592,601 

Hooker,  Joseph 683,687,730,739 

Kilpatrick,  Judson 359 

King,  Rufus 263-265,601  607 

Lee,  S.  P 522,596,597,603-605,611 

Lewis,  William 517, 573 

McClellan,  George  B 373,374,378 

Palmer,  Inuis  N . .  592, 593 
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Keyes,  Erasmus  D. — Continued. 
Correspondence  with 

Peck,  John  J 593,597-600,603,600 

West,  Robert  M 266,629,693 

Mentioned 49,  '203, 256, 258,  260, 266, 267, 281, 361, 376-378, 

381,  382,  385,  388, 389,  411,  433,  434,  445, 467,  468, 486, 494, 499, 532, 546, 568, 
574,  576,  591, 593, 596, 597,601, 607, 612, 616, 618,  660,  665,  675, 677,  689, 692, 
702,704,706,707,721,727,730,  732-734,  1025,  1026,  1058,  1078,  1079,  1094 
Reports  of 

Matthews  County,  Va,     Expedition  into,  May  19-22, 1863 359 

Olive  Branch  Church,  Va.     Skirmish  at,  Feb.  7, 1-SiW 149, 150 

Williamsburg,  Va.     Skirmish  at,  April  11, 1863 262 

Yorktown,  Va.     Expeditious  from. 

Jan.  7-9,1863 124 

April  1,1863 256 

Kilpatrick,  Judson. 

Correspondence  with 

Dix,  John  A 707,710,721 

Hooker,  Joseph 721 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 359 

Mentioned 360,  361, 706-708,  730,  732 

Report  of  expedition  into  Matthews  County,  Va.,  May  19-22, 1863 360 

Kimball,  Edgar  A.     Mentioned 272,705 

Kimberly,  W.  H.     Mentioned 436 

Kimberly  &  Bros.     Mentioned 423,434 

Kincaid,  James  M.     Mentioned 18 

King,  Elison.     Mentioned 893 

King,  Reuben  V.     Mentioned 376,  377,  411,  577 

King,  Rufus. 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 706, 708 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 263-265,  601,  607 

War  Department,  U.  S 706,708 

West,  Robert  M 266,  612 

Mentioned 570,677,734 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Williamsburg,  Va.,  April  11,  1863 262-266 

King  and  Queen  County,  Va.     Reconnaissance  to,  Dec.  12,  1862.     See  York- 
town,  Fa.     Reconnaissance  from,  Dec.  11-15, 1862. 

Kinsly,  Scout.     Mentioned 1022 

Kinston,  N.  C. 

Demonstrations  on. 
March  6-8,  1863. 

Communications  from 

Foster,  John  G 549,556 

Jones,  J.  Richter 163 

Reports  of 

Chamberlain ,  James  R 163 

Daniel,  Junius 165 

Jacobs,  Ferris,  jr 162 

Jones,  J.  Richter •„ 160 

Pickett,  Josiah 158 

May  20-23,  1863. 

Casualties.     Ret  urns  of.     Union  troops 363 

CommnnicatioiiH  from  Jobn  G.  Foster...  ...       729 


INDEX.  1147 

Page. 

Kinston,  N.  C.— Continued. 
Demonstrations  on. 
May  20-23,  1863. 

Itinerary  of  Palmer's  division,  18th  Corps 364 

Medals  of  honor  (Union)  awarded 369 

Reports  of 

Curtiss,  CarltonB 367 

Foster,  John  G 362,363 

Jones,  J.  Richter 364 

Lyman,  Luke - 366 

Peirson,  George  H , 365 

Pickett,  Josiah 370 

Richmond,  Silas  P 371 

Engagement  at,  Dec.  14,  1862. 

Communications  from  N.  G.  Evans 114,115 

Reports  of 

Foster,  John  G -~ 53 

Hinds,  George  W 100 

Hunt,  Lewis  C 99 

Leggett,  Robert 84 

Mallett,  Peter 115 

Maxwell,  Wilson  C 104 

Taylor,  Alexander  W 103 

Wellman,  Abijah  J 98 

See  also  Dec.  11-20,  1862.     Expedition  to  Goldsborougb,  N.  C.     Reports  of 

Amory,  Thomas  J.  C.  Heckman,  Charles  A.  Smith,  Gustavus  W. 

Chambers,  John  G.  Howell,  Joshua  B.  Stevenson,  Thomas  G. 

Codman,  Charles  R.  Jenney,  Edwin  S.  Taylor,  David  A. 

Evana,  Nathan  G.  Ledlie,  James  H.  Wessells,  Henry  W. 

Fellows,  John  F.  Pickett,  Josiah.  Zabriskie,  Abram. 

Foster,  John  G.  Shurtleff,  "William  S. 

Expeditions  toward. 
April  16-21,  1863. 

Communications  from  Henry  Prince 631,635,638 

Reports  of 

Barton,  James 238 

Prince,  Henry 225 

Richmond,  Silas  P  .n^ 238 

See  also  Itinerary  2d  Brigade,  5th  Division,  p.  254. 
April  27-May  1,  1863. 

Communications  from 

Foster,  JohnG 655 

Palmer,  Innis  N 665 

Reports  of 

Codman,  Charles  R 349 

Holbrook,  Charles  L 349 

Jones,  J.  Richter 351,353 

Lyman,  Luke 348 

Palmer,  Innis  N 343-345 

Peirson,  George  H 347 

Kinston  Road,  N.  C.     Skirmishes  on  the,  Dec.  11-12,  1862.     See  Dec.  11-20, 
1862.     Expedition  to  Goldsborough,  N.  C.     Reports  of 

Foster,  John  G.  Heckman,  Charles  A.  Smith,  Gustavus  W. 

Hall,  Newton.  Moschell,  John  F.  Zabriskie,  Abram. 
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Tage. 

Kirby,  Mr.     Mentioned 409 

Kleckner,  Charles.    Mentioned 576,1094 

Kleinz,  Christopher. 

Mentioned 152 

Reports  of  skirmishes  at  and  near  Olive  Branch  Church/ Va. 

Feb.  5,  1863 148 

Fel).  7,  1863 150 

Knapp,  George  H.     Mentioned 89 

Knight,  G.B.     Mentioned : 200 

Kingsley,  Franklin.     Mentioned 70 

Kno'derer,  Charles  A.     Mentioned 132, 135, 139, 1093 

Knox,  J.  B.     Mentioned 171,217,613 

Koerner,  P.  W.  Oscar.     Mentioned 192 

Kurtz,  John.     Mentioned 24,26,29,378 

Lacy,  John  S.     Mentioned 144 

Lamb,  John  C.     Mentioned 49,953 

Lamb,  William. 

Correspondence  with 

Frobel,  B.  W 842 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 843,857 

Mentioned 849, 91 1 

LaMotte,  Charles  E.     Mentioned 360,361 

Lamson,  R.  H. 

Correspondence  with  S.  P.  Lee 642 

Mentioned 267,  268, 270, 271, 276, 278, 280, 281, 283,  304,  307. 

317,  318,  320,  322,  617, 634,  635,  637, 642-645,  661-663, 666,  674,  686, 694, 703 

Report  of  siege  of  Suffolk,  Va.,  April  11-May  4, 1863 662 

Lane,  Barna.     Mentioned 1013 

Lane,  James  H.     Mentioned 856 

Latrobe,  O.     Mentioned _ 89!) 

Law,  E.  M.     Mentioned 325, 

326, 332-334,  336-340, 680, 782, 915, 917, 1002, 1014, 1040, 1042 

Lawrence,  G.  M.     Mentioned 322 

Leary,  John.     Mentioned _ 298 

Leary,  John  S.     Mentioned 552 

Leary,  J.  S.,  jr.     Mentioned 552 

Leatherby,  "William  D.     Mentioned 351 

Lechler,  A.  A.    Mentioned _ 577,738 

Ledlie,  James  H. 

Mentioned 56, 59, 411, 469, 471, 472,  501, 533, 547, 549, 576, 678, 679 

Report  of  operations  Dec.  11-17,  1862,  during  expedition  to  Goldsborough, 

N.  C _ 63 

Lee,  Charles.     Mentioned _ 1084 

Lee,  Fitzhugh.     Mentioned 150,260,265,587,600,899 

Lee,  Francis  L. 

Correspondence  with  John  G.  Foster 147,  560, 561, 566, 567 

Mentioned _ „  83,468,500,577,737 

Report  of  expedition  to  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  Feb.  1-10,  18(v5 145 

Lee,  G.  W.  C.    Correspondence  with  Arnold  El/cy 1092 

For  correspondence  as  Aide-do- Camp,  sco  Jefferson  Davis. 
Lee,  Horace  C. 

Correspondence  with  Innis  N.  Palmer - 602 

Mentioned i>l;  54, 57,,  M,  65, 87,  88, 186, 187, 249,  345, 

346,  363-365,  368,  370,  371,  378, 4fiS,  4fi3,  500,  533, 548,  577,  598, 605,  678, 736 
Report  of  expedition  to  Goldsborough ^  "$.  C.,  Dec.  J^l-20, 1862 84 
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Lee,  Jay  E.     Mentioned 64,73,89,91,469,501,578,737 

Lee,  John  C. 

Correspondence  with  John  A.  Dix 610 

Mentioned 273,276,280,376,377 

Lee,  Marshall.     Mentioned 1013 

Lee,  Richard  H.     Mentioned 198 

Lee,  Robert  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 875, 1028, 1029, 1034 

Davis,  Jefferson 856,1077,1078,1083,1088 

Elzey,  Arnold 906,979,1066,1070 

Hill,  D.  H 1063,1069,1071,1074,1075,1079 

Lougstreet,  James - - 883, 

896, 898, 903, 906, 911, 921, 923, 924, 926, 927, 9:53, 937, 942-944,  <J4fi, 
948-950,  954,  958-960,  966,  969,  996,  999,  1018,  1024,  1037, 1049 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 928, 1072 

Pettigrew,  J.  J 1056,1065 

Smith,  Gusta vus  W 768, 771, 784,  786, 803,  818,  882 

War  Department,  C.  S 801, 802, 805, 810, 812, 814, 817, 819, 825, 844-84U, 

851, 876, 877,  879,  880,  882,  889,  974,  998, 1009, 1017, 1066, 1072, 1090,  iu<»2 

Mentioned 275,  281,  282,  335,  ?85,  484,  524,  556,  587,  588,  (124, 

639,  667,  680, 682, 684, 685, 708, 709,  720, 723,  724,  727, 730, 732, 733, 739,  740, 
748,  749,  751-753,  757,  760, 762, 768, 771,  776, 777, 779, 780, 782, 78(5,  789, 790, 
799, 801,  816,  823,  825,  827, 830-833, 836-838,  840,  841, 845, 847,  850,  871, 873, 
874,891,900,919,925,927,932,953,1027-1029,  1032,  1037,  1044,1047,1048, 
1050-1052,  1062,  1066,  1067,  1069,  1070,  1076,  1079-1082,  1085,  1086,  1091 
Lee,  S.  F, 

Correspondence  with 

Davenport,  H.  K 453 

Dix,  John  A 387, 391,  393,  394,  399,  402-406, 408, 409, 411- 

414, 416, 417,  420-422, 425-428, 431-433, 435, 438-443, 447, 449, 450,  489, 490, 
507, 510,  515, 519, 522, 523,  531, 534, 535, 540-542,  544, 545,  547,  550, 553, 560, 
566,  580,  582, 585, 587, 588, 611, 615,  616, 621,  631, 634, 636, 639, 642,  644, 645, 
651,  654,  660,  666,  673,  685, 693, 694, 696-698, 704,  709, 713, 717, 731, 738-741 

Edisto,  Master  of  Bark 621 

Foster,  John  G 630,647,656,680,681,688,715,731 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 522,596,597,603-605,611 

Larnson,  R.  H 642 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 429,430,442,448,650 

Peck,  John  J 595,606,607,611,617,618,621,634,635,643,702 

Stepping  Stones,  U.  S.  S.,  Commanding  Officer 510 

Instructions  to  naval  officers 400 

Mentioned 4, 15, 16, 48, 183, 210, 256, 258, 263, 267, 269-271, 276, 

280, 281,  388, 403,  404, 407,  408, 419,  420,  430, 436-438,  440, 442,  451-453,  457, 
493, 511,.541,  553, 554?  579, 586, 590,  596, 616-618,  629,  635.,  637,  639,  663, 687 

Lee,  S.  S.    Mentioned 751,  759, 764, 793, 810, 901, 917, 952, 1036, 1086 

Lee,  W.  H.  F.     Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 1045 

Leesville,  Va.     Skirmish  at,  April  4,  1863.     See  report  of  Peck,  p.  278.    Also 

from  "  Eecorcl  of  Events,"  p.  271. 
Leggett,  Robert. 

Mentioned 59,83,468,500 

Report  of  engagement  at  Kinston,  N.  C.,  Dec.  14,  1862 84 

Lehmann,  T.  F.     Mentioned 577, 737 

Lemons,  William.     Mentioned ...-,, 93,95 
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Letcher,  John.     Mentioned 827,831,834,840,977,978,1000 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Virginia,  Governor  of. 

Leventhorpe,  C.     Mentioned 113,122,145,804,805,906,974 

Lewis,  D.  W.    Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Ferebee 824 

Lewis,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Palmer,  Innis  N 569 

Prince,  Henry. ..       177 

Mentioned 167-170, 172,  173,  177,  252,  362,  737 

Report  of  expedition  from  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  6-10,  1863 177,  178 

Lewis,  William. 

Correspondence  with 

Busteed,  Richard 203,204 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 517,  573 

Mentioned 130, 151,  201, 203,  206,  517,  529,  576,  734,  1094 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Williamsburg,  Va.,  March  29, 1863 205 

Lewis,  William  Gaston.     Mentioned 915,933 

Liebeiiau,  J.  H.     Mentioned 404 

Ligget,  Grey.     Mentioned , 1020 

Lincoln,  Abraham. 

Correspondence  with  John  A.  Dix 455,  458,  462,  493,  530, 553 

Orders,  Nov.  12, 1862.     Trade  and  Intercourse 452 

Proclamation.     Trade  and  Intercourse 572 

Mentioned 11,401,421,433,438,445,450,452,460,492, 

525,  536,  541,  565,  572,  573,  581,  651, 667, 711,  730, 739,  741,  837,  854,  894,  905 

Lindsay,  William  J.     Mentioned 1 62,171 

Little  Magruder,  Steamer.     Mentioned 124 

Little,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 115 

Little  Creek,  N.  C.     Skirmish  at,  Nov.  2,  1862.     See  New  Berne,  N.  C.     Expe 
dition  from,  Nov.  1-12, 1862. 

Little,  Thomas.     Mentioned 150 

Livingston,  John  W.     Mentioned 403,713 

Lizzie,  Steamer.     Mentioned 475, 939, 1035 

Lockwood,  Henry  H.     Mentioned 442,  449,  494 

Lockwood,  John  L.,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 172, 182, 223, 229, 241-244, 463, 630 

Logic,  William  K.     Mentioned 734 

Long  Island,  Steamer.    Mentioned 640 

Long,  A.  L.     For  correspondence  as  Military  Secretary,  see  Robert  E.  Lee. 

Long,  John  O.     Mentioned 749,973 

Longstreet,  James. 

Assignments  to  command 895 

Assumes  command  of  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina 896    , 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 895, 

900, 907, 909, 913, 914, 918, 927, 930, 1029, 1032, 1034, 1037 

Beauregard,  G.  T 905 

Elzey,  Arnold 871,910,918,919,953,965.968,1023 

French,  Samuel  G 328, 

337,  340,  906,  908,  914,  946,  948,  989,  993, 997-999,  1001-1004, 1009,  1010, 
1015,  1016,  1020,  1021,  1025,  1026,  1033,  1037,  1039-1041,  1043,  1044,  1046 

Gibbs,  George  C 945 

Hill,  D.  H 898,902, 

908, 920,  923, 925,  931, 932, 937, 941,  943, 947,948,  953,  956, 962,  964,  968, 
972,  973,  975,  989,  990,  1031,  1032,  1046,  1047,  1050,  1057,  1061,  1072 
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Longstreet,  James — Continued. 
Correspondence  with' 

Jenkins,  M 923,  940,  9.46,  961,  963 

Lee,  Robert  E 883, 896, 898, 903, 900,  911, 921 ,  923, 1)24 , 926, 927, 933, 937, 

942-944, 946, 948-950,  954, 958-960,  966,  969, 996,  U99,  1018,  1024,  1037,  1049 

Lynch,  W.  F 1071 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 1094 

Pendleton,  W.  N 335 

Pickett,  George  E 967 

Pry  or,  Roger  A 896 

Ransom,  R.,  jr 949, 960,  961 

Robertson,  B.  H 963 

War  Department,  C.  S 326.910,967,970,972, 

977, 979, 981, 983, 996, 998, 1002, 1014, 1015, 1025, 1039, 1042, 1045, 1050, 1051 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 905, 907, 913,  920, 943, 945, 947, 9 19, 961, 962,  972, 973 

Mentioned 20, 184, 265, 269, 275.  277, 278, 281-285, 290, 291, 323, 324,  329-331, 

334, 335, 385, 441, 444,  446, 453,  455,  457,  463, 549,  551, 553, 556-55^,  562, 564, 
571, 583, 586, 590, 591 , 599-601, 605-607, 619,  620,  623,  620, 627,  630, 632,  633, 
635, 639, 641, 644, 650, 653-656, 658, 660,  663, 664, 667, 671, 679,  680, 682-685, 
687-690, 692, 696, 699, 703, 704,  707, 709,  720,  723,  724, 727, 732, 739, 743, 882, 
889-892, 906, 908, 910, 911 ,  913,  916-918, 922, 924, 946, 953, 957, 966, 972, 974, 
975, 977, 979, 980, 982,  983, 987, 990,  1003, 1008-1011,  1015, 1016, 1019, 1027, 
1029,  1030,  1033,  1034,  1036,  1043,  1047,  1052,  1066, 1075,  1078,  1079,  1088 

Staff.     Announcements  of 896 

Transfer  of  Corps  of,  for  defense  of  Richmond,  Va 2,  876,  880,  882-884 

Loomis,  Hiram  C.     Mentioned 322 

Loomis,  John  B.     Mentioned 140, 539 

Louisiana,  Steamer.     Mentioned 387 

Louisiana,  U.S.  S.     Mentioned 5,7,213,224,241 

Louisiana  Troops.    Mentioned. 
Infantry— Battalions  :  4th,  866. 

Lovell,  Mansfield.     Mentioned 836 

Low.  Captain.    Mentioned 510 

Low,  Thomas.     Mentioned 242 

Ludlow,  Edwin.     Mentioned 280,404,425,476,702 

Ludlow,  "William  H. 

Correspondence  with  John  A.  Dix 601 

Mentioned 408,518,521,528,543,593,695,704,710 

Lymaii,  Luke. 

Correspondence  with  John  G.  Foster 561 

Mentioned 345,  366,  369,  469, 500, 560,  561, 566, 567, 577 

Reports  of 

Kinston,  N.  C. 

Demonstration  on,  May  20-23,  1863 366 

Expedition  toward,  April  27- May  1, 1863 348 

Washington ,  N.  C.     Skirmish  near,  Feb.  13, 1863 155 

Lynch,  William  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Longstreet,  James 1071 

War  Department,  C.  S 789,858 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 820,863 

Mentioned , 858,875,919,939,980,981 

Lynch,  William  H.     Mentioned 570 

Lyon,  C.  A.     Mentioned 7,213,533 
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McAnally,  J.     Mentioned 272,297 

Macardle,  George.     Mentioned 280 

McCain,  John  C.    Mentioned 18 

McCandless,  William  G. 

Mentioned 50,51,130,151 

Report  of  scout  from  Williarnsburg,  Va -.,  Jan.  19, 1863 130 

McCann,  C.     Mentioned 144 

McCann,  William  P.     Mentioned '210, 217, 223, 224, 251,  612,  647 

McCawley,  Charles  G.     Mentioned 409 

McChesney,  Joseph  M.     Mentioned 95,  a 14 ,  217,  594, 678, 737 

McChesiiey,  W.  W.    Mentioned 94 

McClees,  N.     Mentioned 121,122 

McClellan,  George  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Array  Headquarters 375 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 373, 374,  378 

Mentioned 380,  387-390, 392, 397,  399, 401, 624, 814, 838 

McConihe,  John. 

Mentioned 734 

Report  of  siege  of  Suffolk,  Va. ,  April  17-May  4,  1863 295 

McCoimell,  S.  P.     Mentioned 142 

McCoiiiioll,  Alex.     Mentioned 291 , 292 

McCrady,  Captain.     Mentioned 990 

McCreery,  W.  W.     Mentioned 1007 

McCurdy,  T.  B.     Mentioned 335 

McCurdy,  Wilbur  G.     Mentioned 134 

MacDearmid,  John.     Mentioned 210, 213,  214, 223, 242-244 

McDevitt,  Martin.     Mentioned 321,322 

McDonald,  J.  E.     Mentioned 565 

McDonald,  J.  R.     Mentioned 879 

McDougall,  James  A.     Mentioned 888 

McElroy,  John  S.     Mentioned 810,867 

McBvily,  William. 

Mentioned. 132,139,280,298,575,735,1093 

Reports  of 

Deserted  House,  Va.     Engagement  at,  Jan.  30,  1863 140 

Suffolk,  Va.     Siege  of,  April  11-May  4,  1863 298 

McGowan,  Samuel.     Mentioned 706 

Mclvor,  James  P.     Mentioned 306, 575,  735, 1093 

McKechnie,  Robert.     Mentioned 276,  308 

McKeever,  E.     Mentioned 214,218,224,241 

McKennie,  B.     Mentioned 742 

McKibbin,  David  B.     Mentioned 188,578,737 

McKI  ttrick,  William  H.     Mentioned 124 

McKiiiglit,  James.     Mentioned 57(5,  734, 1094 

McLane,  James  J.     Mentioned 201,202 

McLane,  John  B.     Mentioned 390 

McLean,  J.  R.     Mentioned 116 

McMahon,  Edward.     Mentioned 936 

McMahon,  J.  J.     Mentioned 142,145,807 

McMahon,  James  P.     Mentioned 284, 289, 291, 292, 296,  297,  299, 575,  735 

McMullcn,  Mr.     Mentioned 144 

McNary,  William  H.     Mentioned 569,57H,737 

McNeill,  J,  H,    Mentioned ,,,,. ,,,,+t .,,,,.  .,,,..,. 914,915, 
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McNeill,  Samuel.     Mentioned 130 

McNiclety,  J.     Mentioned 666 

MacRae,  J.  C.     Mentioned 116,1089 

McRae,  John.     Mentioned 116 

Mabie,  Jeremiah  D.     Mentioned 465 

Macon,  M.  C.     Mentioned 334 

Madcap,  James.     Mentioned 893 

Magill,  D.  B.     Mentioned 310,311 

Magruder,  John  Baiikhead.     Mentioned 749 

Magruder,  John  Bowie.     Mentioned 340 

Magruder,  Little,  Steamer.     Mentioned 124 

Mahaska,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 50,515,544,550 

Mahon,  James  D.     Mentioned 280 

Mahone,  William.    Mentioned 385 

Maine,  State  of,  Steamer.     Mentioned 387 

Maine  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Infantry— Regiments  :  llth,  49,  51,  487,501,  548,  577,  678,73?. 
Mallett,  Peter. 

Correspondence  •with  N.  G.  Evans 115 

Mentioned 114,752,753 

Report  of  engagement  at  Kinston,  N.  C.,  Dec.  14,  1862 115 

Mallory,  S.  R.     Mentioned 767, 869, 939, 967, 980, 981, 1008, 1024 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Navy  Department,  C.  S. 
Manchester,  Horace  A. 

Mentioned 58 

Report  of  operations  on  the  Neuse  River,  Dec.  12-15, 1862 105 

Mann,  B.  N.     Mentioned 58,59,78 

Mann,  E.  N.      Mentioned 116 

Manning,  J.  H.     Mentioned 896 

Manning,  P.  T.     Mentioned 896,969 

Mansfield,  J.  K.  F. 

Assignments  to  command 387 

Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarters 385 

Mentioned 4,376,377,387-389 

Marblehead,  Schooner.     Mentioned 412,413,418-423,426,427 

Marcy,  R.  B.     For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  George  B.  McClellan. 

Margaret,  Steamer.     Mentioned 1022 

Marine  Artillery.     Mutinous  conduct  of.     Order  of  John  G.  Foster 471 

Mariner,  Steamer.     See  Lizzie,  Steamer. 

Marsh,  Daniel  J.     Mentioned 87 

Marsh,  T.  B.     Mentioned 565 

Marsh,  Timothy  S.    Mentioned 185,186 

Marshall,  Humphrey.     Mentioned 803, 909, 1078, 1088 

Marshall,  J.  K. 

Mentioned 117-120,750 

Report  of  skirmish  on  the  Blackwater,  Va. ,  Oct.  3, 1862 18 

Marshall,  W.  C.     Mentioned 333 

Marshall,  W.  H. 

Correspondence  with  D.  H.  Hill 1054 

Mentioned 1053 

Marten,  Jacob,  Sloop.    Mentioned 595 

Martin,  J.  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  John  G 440,448,471 

73  R   R— YOL  XVIII 
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Martin,  J.  G. — Continued. 
Correspondence  with. 

Hill,  D.  H 985,1033,1059,1064,1065,1087,1069 

War  Department,  C.  S 752 

Mentioned 10,  385,  424,  470,  481,  750,  752,  753,  762,  784,  1074, 1079,  1086 

Martin,  Patty,  Schooner.     Mentioned 259 

Martin,  S.  Taylor.     Mentioned , 143-145,331,332 

Martin,  William.     Mentioned 995 

Martin,  William  F. 

Correspondence  with  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 851 

Mentioned 760, 865, 975, 984, 1046, 1057, 1087, 1090 

Martindale,  John  H.     Mentioned 608 

Maryland  Troops.     Mentioned.     (Union.) 

Infantry— Regiments :  2d  B.  S.  Home  Guards,  449:  5th,  377,  387. 
Massachusetts  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— Batteries :  7th,  35,  37,  132, 133,  135-137,  139,  140,  300,  288, 

289,293,  294,  305,  313,  355,  377,  408,  468,  483,  487,  576,  677,  735,  1094. 
Cavalry—  Regiments  :  1st,  12,  390 ;  2d,  260,  343, 576,  629,  677. 
Infantry— Regiments :  3d,  47,  48,  57,  60,  84-87,  90,  167,  168,  173,  175,  176,  225, 
237-239,  248,  249, 371,  372,  457,  469, 501,  548,  578,  584,  599, 674, 679,  737 ;  5th, 
60,  63,  73,  84-86, 186,  187,  219,  220,  223,  249,  346-348,  363,  365-367,  369,  370, 
457,  469,  500,  548,  577,  584,  598,  678,  736,  737 ;  6th,  35,  37,  132,  135,  139, 141, 
286, 487,  575, 676, 1093 ;  8th,  148, 225, 249, 468, 501,  548, 578, 599, 674, 679, 737 ; 
17th,  24,  25,  55-57,  60,  64,  65,  75-79,  85,  88,  92-94,  97,  98,  219,  220,  222,  246, 
248, 249,  252, 343,  345,  349-351,  378,  468,  500,  548, 577,  598,  678, 736;  23d,  24, 
25,  55,  60,  75,  76,  78-80,  93,  96,  97,  222,  378,  468,  501,  548,  577,  602,  678,  737  ; 
24th,  6,  7,  9,  23, 24,  56, 60, 83, 378, 468,  500,  547,  548,  577, 679, 738 ;  25th,  25- 
30,  57, 60,  84-88,  90, 158-160, 162,  lfc'4, 186, 187, 199, 363-367, 369-371,  378, 469, 
500,  548,  556,  577,  598;  640,  678,  736  ;  27th,  57,  60,  84-88,  212,  214,  216,  217, 
343, 345,  346,  348,  351,  352,363-370,  378, 469,  500, 548,  577, 598, 678, 736 ;  40th, 
287,  323,  372,  676,  734  ;  43d,  57,  60,  69,  75,  76,  80,  186, 187,  215,  217-220,  222, 
246,  248,  249,  252,  346,  349,  457,  468, 500,  548,  577,  598,  678,  736 ;  44th,  22, 24, 
56,  60,  83,  145-147, 212,  215-217,  222,  345,  351,  457,  468,  500, 548,  577, 599, 679, 
737 ;  45th,  55,  60,  75,  76,  80,  81,  97, 104, 220,  343-345,  349-351,  365,  457,  468, 
500,  548,  577, 598,  678,  736 ;  46th,  55,  60,  64, 84-86,  88-91,  186, 187,  220,  346, 
363-367,  369,  457,  469,  500,  548,  577,  598,  640,  678,  736 ;  51st,  54,  60,  63,  72, 
75,  81,  82, 129, 130, 176, 177, 186, 468,  500, 527, 548,  556, 577,  598,  678,  736, 914. 

Massasoit,  Steamer.     Mentioned 147,259,640 

Masten,  Cornelius  S.     Mentioned 291,292 

Mattamuskeet  Lake,  N.  C.     Expedition  to,  March  7-14,  1863.     Report  of 

David  B.  Morris 180 

Matthew  (Colored). 

Mentioned 526 

Statement  of 526 

Matthews  County,  Va. 

Destruction  of  Salt  Works  in,  Nov.  22,  1862.     Communications  from 

Dix,  John  A 462 

Naglee,  Henry  M 462 

Expedition  into,  May  19-22, 1863. 

Communications  from  Erasmus  D.  Keyes 359 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S.,  with  Army „ 359-361 

Reports  of 

Gillis,  James  H 361 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 359 

Kilpatrick,  Judson „ 360 
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Matthews  County,  Va. — Continued. 

Reconnaissance  to,  Dec.  12, 1862.    See  Yorktoicn,  Va.    Reconnaissance  from, 
Dec.  11-15, 1862. 

Maury,  J.  M.     Mentioned 952,1036,1086 

Maxwell,  Wilson  C. 

Mentioned 18,  35,  37, 96,  99,  500, 577,  737 

Report  of  engagement  at  Kiustou,  N.  C.,  Dec.  14,  1862 104 

Mayes,  John.     Mentioned 68 

Mayo,  Joseph.     Mentioned 977 

Meade,  R.  K.     Mentioned 849 

Means,  W.  N.  M.     Mentioned 122 

Medals  of  Honor.     (Union.)     Awarded.     Demonstration  on  Kiuston,  N.  C., 

May  20-23, 1863 369 

Meigs,  Montgomery  C.     Mentioned 467, 537, 582, 637 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Quartermaster-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A. 

Melton,  Samuel  W.     Mentioned 742,749,771,922 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see  Gustavus  W.  Smith. 

Memminger,  Charles  G.     Mentioned 813 

Meiizies,  A.  A.     Mentioned 140 

Mercer,  H.  W.     Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 817 

Mercer,  William  E.     Mentioned 9 

Merrimac,  Steamer.     (Blockade  Runner.)    Mentioned 1017,1022 

Merrimac,  Steamer.     (U.  S.  Transport.)    Mentioned 389,390,392 

Merrimac,  No.  1,  C.  S.  S.     See  Virginia,  C.  S.  S. 
Merrimac,  No.  2,  C.  S.  S.     See  Richmond,  C.  S.  S. 

Merriman,  T.  Adams.    Mentioned 100,737 

Merrimon,  A.  S. 

Correspondence  with  North  Carolina,  Governor  of 881, 893 

Mentioned 897, 898 

Merrill,  Henry  T.    Mentioned 61,170,171,184,185 

Mersereau,  Thomas  J.     Mentioned , 64 

Messinger,  Daniel.     Mentioned 75, 512 

Metamora,  Steamer.     Mentioned 444, 448, 450 

Metcalf,  Henry.     Mentioned 514 

Mews,  Wesley  B.    Mentioned 173 

Micha,  George.     Mentioned 168 

Michigan  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Infantry— Regiments:  26th,  272,  286,  676,  734. 

Middlesex  County,  Va.     Reconnaissance  to,  Dec.  13, 1862.     See  Yorktoicn,  Va. 
Reconnaissance  from,  Dec.  11-15, 1862. 

Middaugh,  Levi  S.    Mentioned 30 

Militia.     Calls  for,  etc 822, 

823,  827,  831,  832,  834-836, 840-842, 855, 1011, 1019, 1027, 1028, 1045 

Miller,  Levi.    Mentioned 100 

Milligan,  J.  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Adj  utaut  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 741 

French,  Samuel  G 1003 

Mentioned 750,  788, 997 

Millward,  James,  jr.     Mentioned 409, 421, 425, 428, 433, 588, 621 

Milroy,  R.  H.     Mentioned 819,1070 

Mink,  Charles  E.     Mentioned 50,360,576,734,1094 

Minnesota,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned...., 383,886,993,1058 

Minor,  R.  D.    Mentioned 1092 
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Minot,  Edward  J.    Mentioned 349 

Mississippi  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— Batteries :  Confederate  Guards,  324,  325,  331,  334,  900, 

916,  917,  929,  989,  1010,  1021,  1056,  1067 ;  Madison  Light,  1038. 
Infantry— Regiments:  2d,  llth,  566;  42 d,  566,  751,759,  764. 

Mitchel,  O.  M.  [?].    Mentioned 1078 

Mitchell,  B.  B.     Mentioned 575,735 

Mitchell,  James  T.    Mentioned 18 

Mitchell,  S.  P.     Mentioned 896,1037,1039,1043 

Mix,  John. 

Mentioned 5-7,24,25,70,91,411 

Report  of  attack  on  Washington,  N.  C.,  Sept.  6,1862 7 

Mix,  Simon  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Cole,  George  W 508,509 

Foster,  John  G 508 

Mentioned .  390,469,501,527,533,547,549,576,678,679,736,737 

Report  of  reconnaissance  from  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  Jan.  17-21, 1863 127 

Mizell,  Jonathan  T.    Report  of  attack  on  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  Dec.  10,  1862 48 

Modern  Greece,  Steamer.     Mentioned 415, 416 

Moffatt,  Edward  S.     Mentioned 61,62 

Monday,  Samuel  L.     Mentioned 200,201 

Monitor,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 400,504,837 

Montauk,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 505 

Montebello,  Ship.     Mentioned 501 

Montgomery,  — [?].     Mentioned 690 

Montgomery,  Augustus  S. 

Correspondence  with  John  G.  Foster 1068 

Mentioned 1067,1072 

Montgomery,  John  H.     Mentioned 79 

Monticello,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 2 

Moody,  John  S.     Mentioned 436 

Moore,  A.  C.     Mentioned 807 

Moore,  A.  D.     Mentioned 255 

Moore,  Helen.     Mentioned 893 

Moore,  Henry  J.     Mentioned 14 

Moore,  J.  G.     Mentioned 1049 

Moore,  Wade.     Mentioned 893 

Moore,  Walter  J.     Mentioned . 198 

Morenus,  Harvey  B.     Mentioned 165 

Morey,  John  B.     Mentioned 744,1018 

Morgan,  Joseph.     Mentioned 259 

Morgan,  Thomas  A.,  Steamer.     Mentioned 544,545,592 

Morris,  Commodore,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 256-258,596,607,698 

Morris,  David  B. 

Correspondence  with  John  G.  Foster 182 

Mentioned 181,223,557,577,737 

Report  of  expedition  to  Mattamuskeet  Lake,  N.  C.,  March  7-14,  1863 180 

Morris,  P.  A.  S.     Mentioned 43 

Morris,  Richard  H.     Mentioned 277,280,303,305,307,310,317,672 

Morris,  W.  S.     Correspondence  with  Adjt.  and  Insp.  Geu.'s  Office,  C.  S.  A  . ..       958 

Morris,  William  W.     Mentioned 671 

Morrison,  Joseph.     Mentioned 575 

Morrison,  Joseph  J.    Mentioned 63-65, 92, 102 
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Morse,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 357,  393,  408,  413,  417,  425,  699,  704 

Morse,  Joseph  E.    Mentioned 157, 158 

Morton,  James  St.  C.     Mentioned 457 

Morton,  William.     Mentioned 893 

Moschell,  John  F. 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  J.  C.  Araory 27 

Mentioned 68 

Reports  of 

Goldsborough,  N.  C.    Operations  Dec.  11-16, 1862,  during  expedition  to.        70 

New  Berne,  N.  C.     Demonstration  on,  Nov.  11,  1862 29, 30 

Moseley,  E.  F.     Mentioned 744,762 

Moses,  R.  J.     Mentioned 896,899,942,943 

Mosier,  Levi.    Mentioned 162, 165 

Moss,  Thomas.     Mentioned 260 

Motley,  Thomas  L.     Mentioned 357 

Mott,  W.  J.     Mentioned 273,274 

Moulton,  Orson.     Mentioned 87 

Mount  Olive  Station,  N.  C.     Affair  at,  Dec.  16, 1862.     Report  of  J.  Garrard..         69 
See  also  Dec.  11-20,  18G2.     Expedition  to  Goldsborough,  N.  C.     Reports  of 
Foster,  John  Gr.  Smith,  Gustavus  "W. 

Mount 'Washington,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 276,616,651,661,662 

Mulford,  John  E.     Mentioned 1095 

Mulholland,  Mrs.     Mentioned 138 

Munford,  George  W.     For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Virginia,  Governor  of. 
Munitions  of  War.     Supplies  of,  etc.     Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 817 

Army  Headquarters 392,540 

Baylor,  T.  G 664,672 

Beauregard,  G.  T 817,821 

Davis,  Jefferson 761, 860,  870 

Dix,  John  A 466,470,482,483,485,491,521,532,667 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 330,769 

Ferry,  O.  S 483,491 

Foster,  John  G 540 

French,  Samuel  G 874 

Garnett,  R.  B 983 

James,  W.  H 957 

Jenkins,  A.  G 863 

Johnson,  A.  B 664 

Lee,  RobertE 771,943 

Lee,  S.  P 582 

Longstreet,  James 942 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 758,769,771,856,1026 

Peck,  John  J 391,521 

Robertson,  B.  H '. : . .       805 

Ruffin,  Frank  G 766 

Smith,  Gustavus  W 781 

Subsistence  Department,  C.  S.  A 764, 91^ 

War  Department,  C.  S 860,871,873 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 868,899,904,910,940,972,988,1000,1005 

See  also  Smith  to  French,  p.  768;  Whiting  to  Smith,  pp.  773,  783;  Whiting  to 
Vance,  p.  790;  Pry  or  to  Smith,  p.  845;  Smith  to  Seddon,  p.  858; 
Hill  to  Seddon,  p.  890;  Daniel  to  Hill,  p.  924;  Hansom  to  Hill, 
p.  981. 
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Murchisoii,  Alexander.     Mentioned 750 

Murdoch,  Joseph.     Mentioned 351 

Murphy,  Mathew. 

Itinerary  of  3d  Brigade,  1st  Division,  7th  Corps.     Siege  of  Suffolk,  Va., 

April  9-May  3 '^96 

Mentioned 132, 140, 277, 280, 284, 286, 296,  575, 676, 735 

Murphy,  Peter  M.     Mentioned 7,  8 

Murray,  Albert  M.    Mentioned '505,  3u7 

Murray,  Alexander.     Mentioned 52,  58,  183,  579, 5H8 

Murray,  H.  R.     Mentioned 274, 280,  307 

Mutiny. 

Marine  Artillery.     Order  of  John  G.  Foster 471 

2d  E.  S.  (Maryland)  Infantry.     Communications  from  John  A.  Dix 449 

7th  New  York  Cavalry.     Communications  from 

Dix,  John  A 550 

Dodge,  Charles  C 551 

Peck,  John  J 551 

96th  New  York  Volunteers.     Communications  from  John  G.  Foster 518 

Myer,  A.  J.     Mentioned 258 

Myers,  A.  C.     Mentioned 107,758,761,859 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Quartermaster- G-eneraV 8  Office.  C.  S.A. 

Myers,  Charles  D.     Correspondence  with  Samuel  G.  French 997 

Myers,  E.  T.  D.     Correspondence  with  Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 825 

Myers,  J.     Mentioned 512 

Myers,  Stephen.     Mentioned 1020 

Myrick,  George.     Mentioned 87, 368 

Mystic,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned  .... 515,699,704 

Nagle,  Daniel.     Mentioned 575,735,1093 

Nagle,  James.     Mentioned 149 

Naglee,  Henry  M. 

Assignments  to  command - 563, 652 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 607,  608 

Dix,  John  A 462,479,482,501,505 

Mentioned 212, 

216,  219.  221, 222,  380, 462,  468,  479, 491,  494,  496,  499-501,  505,  512,  516,  524, 
528, 533, 547, 548, 563, 576, 594, 622,  623,  652, 678,  695,  737, 822,  824, 844, 1054 
Reports  of 

Gloucester  Point,  Va.     Skirmish  at,  Nov.  16,  1862 32 

Washington,  N.  C.     Expedition  to,  April  17-19,  1863 220 

Yorktown,  Va.     Reconnaissance  from,  Dec.  11-15,  1862 49 

Nahant,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 530,533,857 

Nanns,  Mr.     Mentioned 762 

Nash,  Nathaniel.     Mentioned 404 

Nash,  Richard  E.     Mentioned 520  521 

Naval  Vessels.     Construction  of.     Communications  from 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 766,875,919 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 777, 912 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 939,1035 

See  also  General  Jesup,  U.  S.  S. 
Navy,  C.  S.     Co-operation  with  Army.     Communications  from 

Lynch,  W.  F * 789,1071 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 919 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 820,863,669 

See  also  Suffolk,  Fa,    Siege  of,  April  \\-May  4,  1863. 
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Navy,  U.  S. 

Co-operation  with  Army.     Communications  from 

Dix,  John  A 654,696,697,709 

Foster,  John  G 647,715 

Lee,  S.  P 630,631,673,681,688,696,709,713,717,731 

See  also 

Aug.    20,  1862-June  3,  1863.  Eastern  Shore,  Fa.     Operations  on  the. 
James  River,  Va.     Opei'ations  on  south  side  of. 
North  Carolina.     Operations  in. 
Peninsula,  Va.     Operations  on  the. 
Sept.  6,  1862.   Washington,  N,  C.     Attack  on. 

Oct.  3,  1862.  Blackwater,  Va.     Skirmish  on  the. 

Nov.     1-12,  1862.  New  Berne,  N.  C.     Expedition  from. 

22,1862.  Matthews  County,  Va.     Destruction  of  Salt- Works  in. 
Dec.     8-12,  1862.  made-water,  Va.     Reconnaissances  to  the. 

10,  1862.  Plymouth,  N.  C.     Attack  on. 
12-15,  1862.  Neuse  River,  N.  C.     Operations  on  the. 
Jan.       7-9,  1863.  Yorktown,  Va.     Expedition  from. 

13,  1863.    West  Point,  Va.     Expedition  to. 
Feb.     1-10,  1863.  Plymouth,  N.  C.    Expedition  to. 
Mar.  10-13,  1863.   Plymouth,  N.  C.     Demonstration  on. 

14,  1863.  Anderson,  Fort,  N.  C.     Attack  on. 
30-Apr.  20,  1863.    Washington,  N.  C.    Siege  of. 

Apr.  1,  1863.   Yorktoivn,  Va.     Expedition. from. 

6,  1863.  Nixon-ton  t  N.  C.    Skirmish  at. 

7,  1863.  Gloucester  Court-House,  Va.    Expedition  to. 
11-May  4,  1863.  Suffolk,  Va.    Siege  of. 

16,  1863.  Pumunkey  River,  Va.     Affair  on. 
May         15,  1863.  Emily  and  Arrow,  Steamers.     Capture  of. 

Robinson's  Plantation,  King  and  Queen  County,  Va. 

Expedition  to. 
19-22,1863.  Matthews  County,  Va.     Expedition  into. 

Instructions  to  officers  of.     (Lee) 400 

Navy  Department,  C.  S.     Correspondence  with 

Hill,  D.  H 919 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 766,777,875,912 

War  Department,  C.  S 976,1023 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 1024 

Navy  Department,  U.  S.     Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 388 

Lee/S.  P 429,430,442,448,650 

War  Department 376,430,442,451,452 

Negroes. 

Enlistment  of,  for  U.  S.  Navy.     Communications  from  S.  P.  Lee 489 

Freedmeu  and  Slaves.     See  Refugees,  Frcedmen,  and  Abandoned  Lands.    Also 
Slaves. 

Nellie  D.,  Schooner.    Mentioned 243, 244 

Nelson,  Charles.     Mentioned 886 

Nelson,  William  B.     Mentioned 853 

Nethercutt,  John  H.     Mentioned ' 858, 914, 1054, 1074 

Neuse,  Districc  of  the.     (Union.)     See  Forth  Carolina,  Department  of. 
Neuse  River,  N.  C.    Operations  on  the,  Dec.  12-15, 1862. 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S.,  with  Army 58,61,105,106 

Report  of  Horace  A.  Manchester 105 

See  also  report  of  Foster,  p.  58. 
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Neuse  Road,  N.  C.     Reconnaissance  on  the,  Jan.  27-28,  1863.    Report  of  J. 

Richter  Jones 131 

New  Berne,  N.  C. 

Demonstration  on,  Nov.  11,  1862. 

Communications  from  John  F.  Moschell 27 

Reports  of 

Amory,  Thomas  J.  C 24 

Denny,  J.  Waldo 25 

Drennan,  James  M 27 

Moschell,  JohnF.... 29,30 

Richter,  Henry  M i...  28 

Expedition  against,  March  8-16, 1863. 

Communications  from  D.  H.  Hill 195 

Itinerary  of  Palmer's  di  vision,  18th  Corps,  March  7-15 186 

Reports  of 

Daniel,  Junius,  March  8-11 196 

Foster,  John  G 183 

Garnett,  Richard  B 195 

Haskell,  John  C.,  March  8-14 190 

Hill,  D.  H 188 

Pettigrew,  John  J 192 

Prince,  Henry,  March  15-16 187 

Robertson,  B.  H.,  March  9-15 197 

See  also 

March  13-14,  1863.     Deep  Gully,  N.  C.     Skirmishes  at. 

14,  1863.     Anderson,  Fort,  N.  C.     Attack  on. 
Expeditions  from 
Nov.  1-12,  1862. 

Communications  from  John  G.  Foster 447 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S.,  with  Army 22 

Reports  of 

Arnold,  Job 23 

Foster,  John  G 20 

Stevenson,  Thomas  G 22 

See  also  Smith  to  French,  p.  768. 
March  6-10,  1863. 

Communications  from 

Foster,  John  G 169,549,556 

Prince,  Henry 177 

Reports  of 

Farquhar,  Francis  U 174 

Fricker,  Joseph •     171 

Garrard,  Jeptha 179 

Lewis,  George  W 177,178 

Prince,  Henry 166 

Rice,  Pitkin  B 172 

Richmond,  Silas  P 175 

Sprague,A.  B.  R 176 

Taylor,  David  A 170 

Reconnaissance  from,  Jan.  17-21,  186*3. 
Communications  from 

Amory,  Thomas  J.  C 527 

Dix,  John  A 529 

Smith,  Gustavus  W 854 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 855 
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New  Berne,  N.  C. — Continued. 

Reconnaissance  from,  Jan.  17-21,  1863. 
Reports  of 

Mix,  Simon  H 127 

Sprague,  Augustus  B.  R 129 

See  also  Foster  to  Halleck,  p.  524. 

Newbould,  Mr.     Mentioned 545 

New  Hampshire  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Infantry— Regiments  :  10th,  286,  301-304,  308,  317,  318, 562,  570, 575,  676, 735  ; 

13th,  287,  301,  303,  305.  308,  312,  315-318,  562,  570,  575,  676,  735. 
New  Jeifeey  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Infantry— Regiments  :  9th,  25,  55-58, 60,  63,  65,  70,  74,  76-78,  85,  88,  91-96,  98, 
99,  102,  222,  378,  469,  501,  548,  577,  602,  678,  737  ;  10th,  272,  286,  297,  676, 
735 ;  25th,  287,  303,  305,  312,  313,  316,  317,  562, 570, 575,  676,  735. 

New  Ironsides,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 400 

Newkirk,  Abraham  F. 

Correspondence  with  W.  H.  C.  Whiting 808 

Mentioned 34,  821 

Newport  News,  Va.    Army  Corps,  9th,  transferred  to,  Feb.  9-21,1863 149 

Newspapers. 

Dix  contradicts  statement  in  New  York  Times 579 

Newbould,  Mr.     Expelled  from  Department  of  Virginia 545 

New  York,  Steamer.     Mentioned 502 

New  York  Times,  Editor  of  the.     Correspondence  with  John  A.  Dix 579 

New  York  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— Battalions :  Rocket,*  402,  414.  Batteries:  Allis't  55,  68, 
71,  366,  569  ;  7th,  377,  468,  487,  575,  677,  735, 1093  ;  8th,  487,  576,  677,  734, 
1094;  16th,  272,288,  294,  677,  735  ;  19th,  272,  288,  677,  735  ;  23d,  54,  57, 
63-65,  69,  82,223,240,  243,  252,  469,  472,  501,  527,549,  578,  679,  737  ;  24th, 
25, 54,  55,  60,  63-65,  73,  85, 177,  469,  472,  501,  549,  578,  640,  679,  737.  Regi 
ments  :  1st  (Batteries)  F,  377,  468, 487,  576,  677,  734,  1094  ;  H,  49,  377,  468, 
487,  576,  677,  734,  1094  ;  3d,t  21,  54,  85, 103, 181,  402,  414,  447,  469,  471.  472, 
501,  549,  557,  578,  679,  737  ;  (Batteries)  B,  55,  58,  60, 63-65,  77,  78,  86,  91,  92, 
96,  99,  102,  104.  175  ;  D,  65 ;  E,  56,  60,  63-65;  F,  60,  63-67, 69,  98 ;  G,  7, 212, 
216,  217, 390  ;  H,  6-10,  57,  58,  60,  63-65, 85-87, 89, 167, 187, 225,  249,  252,  345, 
363, 365, 368-370 ;  1, 56, 60, 63-65 ;  K,  57, 60, 63-66, 69 ;  M,  372 ;  1st  Marine, 
22,  60, 105, 106,  390, 471,  472. 

Cavalry— Battalions:  23d,  737.  Regiments :  2d,  360,  361,  706-708 ;  3d,  6-10, 
24, 28-31 ,  54-57,  59,  60, 64, 67-75, 86,  127-129, 154,  156-160, 162-165,  177, 178, 
181,187,212-214,216,  220,225,  226,  239,240,246,251,345,  351,  353,362,  366, 
369,370,390,402,441,  447,  469,500,  501,  508,  509,524,527,533,  547,549,556, 
557,  569, 576, 671, 679, 724, 726,  737, 1064  ;  6th,  50, 124, 260,  263, 377,  468,  487, 
576, 677, 707, 734, 1094;  7th, §  4, 15, 17, 18,  31, 123, 126, 127,  133, 138, 179, 180, 
278,288,289,291,292,  296,299,303,  305,  306,321,  322,  377,468,483,487,511, 
530, 540, 550-552, 576, 677,  735, 1055, 1094  ;  12th,  737. 
Infantry— Battalions :  Enfans  Perdus,  50,  377,  380,  487,  496,  501,  532,  548, 

574,  577,  678,  738 ;  1st  Sharpshooters,  286,  292,  293,  575,  676,  734,  1093. 
Regiments:  3d,  272, 288,  377,  385-387, 389,  468, 486,  487, 499, 574, 677, 691, 736, 
979, 1026, 1093 ;  4th,  377,  385-387,  389  ;  9th,  271,  279,  286, 302,  308, 562, 570, 

575,  582,  592, 593, 598,  671,  676, 691, 979 ;  13th,  25th,  377 ;  54th,  1037;  56th, 
49,  51,  487,  501,  548,  577,  678,  738;    81st,  487,  501,  548,  577,  603,  678,  737; 

*  Became  23d  and  24th  New  York  Batteries  in  Sept.,  1862. 

t  Howitzer  battery,  attached  to  3d  New  York  Cavalry. 

I  Batteries  designated  when  practicable. 
§  First  Mounted  Rifles. 
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New  York  Troops.     Mentioned — Continued. 

Infantry— Regiments:  85th,  60, 92, 95-98, 100,  249,  259,  377,  487,  500,  548,  577, 
584,  599,  679,  737,  1060  ;  89th,  271,  276,  286,  302,  304,  305,  308,  312,  314,  317, 
562, 570, 575,  640,  676,  735  ;  92d,  60,  95-97, 99, 100, 104, 172, 184,  377, 487,  500, 
548,  577,  599, 679,  737,  1060, 1064  ;  96th,  18, 56, 59,  60, 92,  95-98, 100, 101, 103, 
104,  248,  249,  377,  487,  500,  518,  548,  577,  584,  599,  679,  722,  737, 1060,  1064, 
1090;  98th,  487,  501,  548,  577,  603,  678,  737;  99th,  272,  277,  287,  292,  293, 
299,  359,  376,  377,  468,  487,  499,  501,  575,  676,  677,  729,  735,  1093  ;  100th,  33, 
49,  50,  487,  501,  548,  678,  738;  103d,  278,  286,  301,  302,  305,  306,  308,  312, 
316,  562,  570,  575,  584,  676,  735,  1090 ;  112th,  125, 133, 135, 137,  279,  286,  289, 

293,  294,  487,  575,  676,  734,  1093;    115th,  124,  496,  497,  499,  508,  515,  529; 
117th,  271,  278,  286,  303-306,  309-311,  318,  608,  676,  735;  118th,  272,  287, 

294,  299,  359,  677,  735;  127th,  287,  294,  323,  676,  734;  130th,  35,  37,  125, 
132-137,  139,  286,292,  293,  392,  487,  575,  676,  734,  1093;  132d,  168,  173,  225, 
249,  459,  487,  548,  569,  578,  599,  679, 737;  139th,  468,  487,  499,  574,  595,  677, 
734,  1093;  141st,  287,  323,  676,  734;  142d,  287,  323,  357,  676,  734  ;  143d, 
287,  294,  306,  313,  323,  676,  734 ;  144th,  287, 306, 323, 676, 734 ;  148th,  468, 
487,575,677,735,1093;  152d,  272, 286,  299,  676,  734;  155th,  125,  126,  132, 
13 1, 135, 137-141, 286,  289,  296-298,  487, 575, 676,  735, 1093  ;  158th,  173,  225, 
249,  454,  468,  470,  487,  499,  548,  569,  578,  599,  679,  726,  737  ;  164th,  125,  126, 
135,  141,  286,  289,  296-298,  487,  575,  676,  735,  1093;  168th,  576,  677,  734 ; 
169th,  272,  286,  294,  295,  608,  676,  734 ;  170th,  286,  239,  296,297,  306,  313, 
487,  575,  676,  735,  1093;  175th,  487;  182d,*  132-135,  137,  138,  140,  286, 
296,  298,  487,  575, 676,  735, 1093. 

Nichols,  J.  W.     Mentioned 1008 

Nicoll,  James  R.     Mentioned „.        10 

Nicoll,  Sylvester  D.     Mentioned 5-7 

Wields,  Benjamin.     Mentioned 735 

Nixon,  Richard.     Mentioned 280 

Nixonton,  N.  C.     Skirmish  at,  April  6,  1863. 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S.,  with  Army 259,260 

Report  of  Eiios  C.  Sanders 259 

Noble,  Mrs.     Mentioned 727 

Nolan,  Patrick.     Mentioned.... 134,139 

Non  combatants.     Communications  from 

Dix,  John  A 405,409 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 600 

Lee,  S.  P 404-406,411 

Peck,  John  J 626 

See  also  Eastern  Insane  Asylum,  Va. 

Norcom,  James.     Mentioned 526, 527, 552 

Norfleet,  Hamlin.     Mentioned 19 

Norfleet  House,  Va.     Engagements  near  the. 
April  14,  1863.     See  report  of  Peck,  p.  274. 
April  15,  1863.     See  reports  of  Getty,  p.  301 ;  Peck,  p.  274. 
Norfolk,  Va. 

Affair  at,  March  25,  1863.     Communications  from 

Dix,  John  A 568 

Viele,  Egbert  L 568 

Blockade  of.     See  Jllockade. 

Election  of  member  of  Congress.     Communications  from 

Dix,  John  A 474 

War  Department,  U.  S 472 

Emancipation  celebration  at 501,502 

*  \lso  called  69th  New  York  National  Guard  Artillery. 
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Norfolk  and  Petersburg  Railroad,  Va.     Operations  on  the,  May  15-28, 1863. 

Communications  from 

Dix,  John  A 725,726 

Peck,  John  J 724,726 

Itinerary  of  Wistar's  Reserve  Brigade,  Department  of  Virginia 359 

Reports  of 

Dix,  John  A 357 

Peck,  John  J 358,  359 

:Norris,  William. 

Correspondence  with  C.  H.  Causey 978, 993, 1026, 1055, 1058, 1067 

Court  of  Inquiry  in  case  of.     Facts  and  opinion 1095 

Mentioned 878,1024,1095 

North  Carolina,  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 981 

North  Carolina. 

Address  to  soldiers  in.    (Hill) 894 

Coast  and  river  defenses.     Communications  from 

Cooke,  James  W 767 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 754, 756-758, 761,  763, 765,  767-769,  813, 884 

Gwyun,  Walter 767 

Lougstreet,  James 1072 

Lynch,  W.  F 789,858,1071 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 766 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 777, 1027 

Smith,  Gustavus  W 757 

War  Department,  C.  S 853 

See  also  French  to  Vance,  p.  760.     Also  Wilmington,  N.  C.     Defenses  of. 

Conscription  act.     Enforcement  of.     Communications  from 

Armfield,  R.  F 886 

Joyce,  W.  A 880 

Lee,  Robert  E 998, 999 

Martin,  J.  G 752,754 

North  Carolina,  Adjutant-General  of 753,754 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 753,771,821 

Pool,  John 745 

Siler,  D.W 772 

War  Department,  C.S 752 

Depredations  in.     Communications  from 

Davis,  W.  G.  M 810,853 

Donelsou,  D.  S 958 

Heth,  Henry 853 

Merrimou,  A.  S 821,881,893 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 854,867,897 

War  Department,  C.  S 909,957 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 879 

Habeas  corpus.     Writ  of,  suspended  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.,  and  vicinity 793 

Hill,  D.  H.     Assigned  to  and  assumes  command  of  troops  in 847,872,894 

Military  departments  embracing 748, 953 

Militia.     Communications  from 

Davis,  Jefferson 823,834 

Hill,  D.  H 1011 

North  Carolina,  Adjutant-General  of 841 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 1019 

Smith,  Gustavus  W 832 

War  Department,  C.  S 822,827,831,836,840 

See  also  Smith  to  Seddon,  p.  854 ;   Vance  to  Seddon,  p.  1027  ;  Seddon  to  Vance, 
p.  1045. 
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North  Carolina— Continued. 

Operations  in,  Aug.  20,  1862-June  3,  1863. 
Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 872, 1067 

Army  Headquarters 469,659 

Baker,  John  A 858 

Beauregard,  G.  T 791,833,838,839 

Clarke,  "William  J 1013 

Cole,  George  W 508,509 

Colquitt,  A.  H 1085 

Daniel,  Junius 914, 924, 930, 932, 944, 1011, 1012, 1046, 1057 

Davenport,  H.  K 453 

Davis,  Jefferson 757 

Evans,  N.  G 824,834 

Ferebee,  D.  D 1020 

Foster,  John  G 54 1 , 644, 656, 700 

French,  Samuel  G 760, 762, 822-824, 864 

Garnett,  R.  B 918 

Gibbs,  George  C 945 

Hall,  N 726 

Hill,  D.  H 946, 1007, 1011, 1022, 1030, 1048, 1050, 1053, 1073, 1074, 1092 

Jones,  J.  Richter 514,559,696,713,716,718,724 

Lee,  Francis  L 560,561,566,567 

Lee,  H.  C  602 

Lee,  Robert  E 875, 906, 933, 966, 1024 

Lee,  S.  P 443,453,680 

Lewis,  D.  W 824 

Lewis,  G.  W 569 

Longstreet,  James 898, 900, 902, 905, 908, 909, 914, 920, 923, 925, 

926,  933,  947-949,  953,  961,  962,  964,  973,  975,  1014, 1031, 1032, 1047, 1050 

Lyman,  Luke 561 

Marshall,  W.  H 1054 

Martin,  J.  G 985,1033,1059,1064,1065,1087,1089 

Mix,  Simon  H 508 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 749, 1019 

Palmer,  lunis  N 569,637,638,641 

Parker,  William  A 475 

Peck,  John  J 537 

Pettigrew,  J.  J 883,921,1004,1007,1013,1027 

Pickett,  Josiah • 602,640 

Pool,  John 745 

Potter,  Edward  E 390 

Prince,  Henry 670 

Ransom,  R.,  j r 957, 960, 971, 981 , 985, 986, 1000, 1004 

Robertson,  B.  H 912,963,1007,1051 

Sharp,  R.  J 1030 

Smith,  Gustavns  W 749, 

777,  808, 811, 816, 832, 836, 838, 840, 841, 844, 854, 858 

Spinola,  F.  B 733 

Sprague,  A.  B.  R 560 

Studley,  J.  M 564 

Wallis,  J.  W 674 

War  Department,  C.  S 822,836,844,851,1045 

Whitford,  John  N 1054 
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Operations  in,  Aug.  20,  1862-June  3,  1863. 
Communications  from. 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 808, 837, 838, 858, 863, 864, 867, 907, 910, 987, 1070 

Woodward,  Thomas  J 462 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S.,  with  Army 443, 457, 462, 

475,  533,  541, 557,  578, 584,  585,  586,  602, 612,  617,  618, 656, 657, 659, 680, 681 
See  also 

Aug.         30,  1862.  Plymouth.     Skirmish  near. 
Sept.  6,  1862.   Washington.     Attack  on. 

17-20,  1862.  Shiloh.     Operations  at  and  about. 
Nov.      1-12,  1862.  New  Berne.     Expedition  from,  including  skirmishes 

(2d)  at  Little  Creek  and  Rawle's  Mill. 
11,  1862.  New  Berne.     Demonstration  on. 
18,  1862.  Core  Creek.     Skirmish  at. 
25,  1862.  Ellis,  U.  S.  S.      Capture  of  the,  on  New  River. 
Dec.          10,  1862.  Plymouth.    Attack  on. 

11-20,1862.  Goldsborough.     Expedition  from  New  Berne  to. 

27,  1862.  Elizabeth  City.     Skirmish  at. 

Jan.    17-21,  1863.  Neiv  Berne.     Reconnaissance  from,  to  Pollocksville, 

Trenton,  Young's   Cross-Roads,  and   Onslow,  and 

skirmishes  (19th)  at  White  Oak  Creek  and  (20th) 

near  Jacksonville. 

27-28,  1863.  Neuse,  Dover,  and  Trent  Roads.     Reconnaissances  on 

the. 
Feb.      1-10,1863.  Plymouth.     Expedition  from  New  Berne  to. 

2,1863.   Wale1  s  Head,  Currituck  Beach.     Destruction  of  Salt- 

Works  at. 

7,  1863.  Edenton.  Skirmish  near. 
10,  1863.  Batchelder's  Creek.     Skirmish  at. 
12-13,  1863.  Batchelder's* Creek.    Expedition  from,  and  skirmish 

(13th)  at  Sandij  Ridge. 
13,  1863.    Washington.     Skirmish  near. 
23,  1863.  Fort  Caswell    Engagement  at. 

Mar.      1-  6,  1863.  Swan  Quarter.    Expedition  from  New  Berne  to,  and 

skirmishes  (3d  4th)  near  Eairfield  and  Swan  Quarter. 

6-  8,  1863.  Kinston.     Demonstration  on,  including    skirmishes 

(7th)  at  Core  Creek  and  near  Dover. 

6-10,  1863.  New  Berne.  Expedition  from,  to  Trenton,  Pollocks 
ville,  Young's  Cross-Roads,  and  Swansborough. 
7-10,  1863.  Cedar  Point.     Expedition  from  Newport  Barracks  to. 
7-14,  1863.  Mattamuskeet  Lake.    Expedition  from  Neiv  Berne  to. 
8-16,  1863.  New  Berne.     Expedition  against,  including  skirmishes 
(13th,Uth)  at  Deep  Gully  and  attack  (Uth)  on 
Fort  Anderson. 
10-13,  1863.  Plymouth.     Demonstration  on. 

23,  1863.   Winfield.     Skirmish  at. 

24.  1803.  llocky  Hock  Creek.     Skirmish  at. 
30,  1863.  Deep  Gully.     Skirmish  near. 

30-April  20,  1863.    Washington.     Siege  of,  and  pursuit  of  the 

Confederate  forces. 
April         6,  1863.  Nixonton.     Skirmish  at. 

27-May  1,  1863.  Kinsion.     Expedition  from  New  Berne  toward, 
and  skirmish  (28th)  at  Wise's  Cross-Roads. 
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Operations  in,  Aug.  20,  1862-June  3,  1863. 
See  also 

May  5,  1863.  Peletier's  Mill     Skirmish  at. 

15,  1863.  Emily  and  Arrow.     Capture  of  the  steamers. 
20-23,  1863.   Kinston.     Demonstration  on,  and  skirmishes  (22d)  at 

Gum  Sivamp  and  (23d)  at  Batchelder's  Creek. 
Also  Smith  to  French,  p.  762 ;  Smith  to  Lee,  p.  786. 

Proclamations  of  Governor  to  people  and  soldiers  of 753, 860 

Union  sentiment  in 463,815,1053,1092 

North  Carolina,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office. 
Orders,  Circulars,  series  1862:  Sept.  22,  754. 
Orders,  Circulars,  series  1863:  Jan.  12,  841. 
Orders,  General,  series  1862  :  No.  7,  753. 
North  Carolina,  Department  of.*     (Confederate.) 
Affairs  in,  generally.     Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 1077 

Davis,  Jefferson 1077 

Lee,  Robert  E 1075 

War  Department,  C.  S 1076 

Clingman,  T.  L.,  assigned  to  duty  in 1034 

Confederate  troops  in.     Organization,  strength,  etc.,  May  31,  1863 1086 

Embraced  in  the  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina 748 

Hill,  D.  H.,  assigned  to  command  of 953 

Limits  extended 1077 

Orders,  Geueral,  series  1863 :  No.  20,  1073. 

Proposed  extension  of  limits.     Communications  from  Robert  E.  Lee 1066 

Re-established,  and  limits  denned 953 

North  Carolina,  Department  of.     (Union.) 

Address  to  soldiers  of  the.    (Foster) „ 671 

Affairs  in,  generally.     Communications Ifroni 

Army  Headquarters 490,  539, 709 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 539 

Dix,  John  A 528 

Foster,  John  G 414,457,524,699,713 

Artillery.     Organization  of,  in 472 

Naglee,  Henry  M.,  assigned  to  duty  in 563 

Orders,  General,  series  1862:  No.64,471;  No. 65,472;  No.76,475:  No.  81,  59. 
Orders,  General,  series  1863:  No.  14,  512;  No.  18,  60;  No.  22,  518;  No. 
26,  523 ;  No.  54,  598 ;  No.  60,  644  ;  No.  62,  652  ;  No.  64,  659  ; 
No.  68,  671;  No.  79,  723;  No.  81,  729. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863:  No.  11,  512;  No.  13,  514 ;  No.  14,  516;  (Prince), 
No.  1,  224  ;  (Spinola),  No.  1,  242 ;  No.  2,  243. 

Palmer,  Innis  N.,  assigned  to  duty  in 492 

Re-enforcements  for.     Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 481,490-492,608,612,634,711 

Dix,  John  A 490-492, 494-496, 502, 504, 505..  511, 518,  634, 695 

Ferry,  O.  S 494,497 

Foster,  John  G 401,476,562 

Hunter,  David 602 

Naglee,  Henry  M 501,505,607 

Peck,  John  J 504,50f> 

See  also  Foster  to  Nalhck,  pp.  622, 623. 

*  From  Sept.  19,  1862,  to  April  1,  1863,  embraced  in  the  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 
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North  Carolina,  Department  of.     (Union)— Continued. 
Subdivisions  of. 

Albeinarle,  District  of  the. 

Constituted,  and  limits  defined 652,  660 

Wessells,  Henry  W.,  assigned  to  command 652 

Beaufort,  District  of. 

Constituted,  and  limits  defined 659 

Spinola,  F.  B. ,  assumes  command  of 733 

Neuse,  District  of  the. 

Constituted,  and  limits  defined 652 

Designated  "  District  of  Beaufort" 659 

Naglee,  Henry  M.,  assigned  to  command 652 

Pamlico,  District  of  the. 

Constituted,  and  limits  defined 652,  660 

Orders,  General,  series  1S63  :  No.  2.  669  ;  No.  3,  670  ;  No.  5,  682. 

Prince,  Henry,  assigned  to  command 652 

Union  troops  in. 

Constituted  18th  Army  Corps 492 

Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Aug.  31,  1862 378 

Sept.  30,1862 411 

Nov.  30,  1862 468,469 

Dec.  31,  1862 500, 501 

Jan.  31,  1863 533 

Feb.  28,  1863 ; 547-549 

March,  1863 576-578 

April  30,  1863 678,679 

May  31,  1863 736-738 

North  Carolina,  District  of.     (Confederate.)     Orders,  General,  series  1862: 

No.  2,  754. 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of. 
Correspondence  with 

Arnifield,  R.  F 886 

Cliuginau,  T.  L 852 

Davis,  Jefferson 757,758,761,770,771,1067,1077 

Davis,  W.  G.  M 810,867,897 

French,  Samuel  G 760,762,778,784,801 

Heth,  Henry 853,854 

Hill,  D.  H 1011,1019 

James,  W.  H 957 

Jenkins,  A.  G , 863 

Joyce,  W.A 880 

Lee,  Robert  E 928, 1072 

Longstreet,  James 1094 

Merrimon,  A.  S 881,893 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 766,777,875,912 

Pool,  John 745 

Rhett,  T.  S 770 

Rufifin,  Frank  G 766 

Siler,  D.  W 772 

Smith,  Gustavus  W 749,856 

Subsistence  Department,  C.  S.  A 764, 769 

War  Department,  C.  S 779,792, 

821,  822,  827,  831,  840,  851, 873,  895, 897, 902,  909,  934,  957,  1026,  1027,  1045 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 790,879,887 

Proclamations  to  the  people  and  soldiers  of  North  Carolina 753, 860 
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North  Carolina  Troops.     Mentioned.     (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Heavy— Battalions :  10th,*  786,  809,  865,  866,  917,  922;  (Compa 
nies)  A,  B,  C,  922.     Companies:  Barnes',  922  ;  Buie's,  865,  866,  917,  922; 
Holland's,  922 ;  McBryde's,  922 ;  MacRae's,  922 ;  Rankin's,  865,  86G, 
917,  922  ;  Tait's,  922;  Webb's,  142.     Regiments :  3dt  (Companies)  F,  120. 
Artillery,  Light  -Battalions :  3d,*  121, 122,  865,  866, 879, 901, 917 ;  (Batteries') 

A,  1049 ;  B,  807, 1049 ;  C,  1049.    Batteries  :  Bunting's,  113, 807, 975 ;  Cape 
Fear,  807;  Lane's,  335,  884,  916,  917,  963,  995;   Rowan,  782,  904,  917, 
975,  991.     Regiments:  lst,§  110,  11.3,  118,120,457,803;  (Batteries)  C,  190- 
192,1020;  E, 255, 1004,  1007,  1087,  1090;  F,  865,  866,  917;  2d||  (Batteries) 

B,  111,  113, 115, 117-121,  807, 954,  971,  975 ;  D,  34,  866,  917. 

Cavalry— Battalions :  7th, 772;  12th,  255,  1062.  Companies:  Norfleet's,  19; 
Swindell's  Rangers,  984.  Regiments :  2d.  743, 746,  751, 759,  764, 921, 963, 
1038;  3d,  34,  111,  112,  529,  564,  693,  750, 767. 865,  866, 917, 941,  963,  990,  1056, 
1067  ;  4th,  19,  121, 122, 197,  457,  670,  750, 755, 771, 984, 1044, 1051 ;  5th,  121, 
122, 160, 197, 198,  631,  638,  713,  755, 913, 957, 1051, 1060. 

Infantry—  Battalions :  Mallett's,  113,807;  Whitford's,  192,  194,253,508, 
883,  894 ;  Wright's,  1074  ;  2d,  974, 1046;  8th,  72, 154,  225, 240,  255,  631, 932, 
933,  945,  1074, 1087.  Companies :  Bradberry's,  809,  865, 866, 879,  901,  917 ; 
Burwell's,  807 ;  Elliott's,  356,  1067 ;  Sanderlin's,  356.  Regiments :  1st, 
3d,  982;  8th,  117-119,  457,  791,  866;  llth,  113,  121,  122,  791,  808,  1033, 
1041 ;  17th,  47,  49,  146, 199,  457,  760,  975,  984,  1004,  1033,  1064,  1065, 1089, 
1092  ;  25th,  364  ;  26th,  192, 193,  457,  803;  31st,  121, 122,  441,  457,  791,  804, 
866;  32d,951;  35th,  170,961,982;  42d,  201, 202, 945, 946, 1033, 1089, 1092; 
43d,  160,951;  44th,  192,  1041:  45th,  163;  46th,  1011;  47th,  113,  1064; 
49th,  226,  240,  255,  982:  50th,  945,  974;  51st,  117-119,  457,  760,781,782, 
791, 866, 879;  52d,  18, 19,  111,  117-120,  556, 803, 1041 ;  53d,  745, 951 ;  54th, 
751, 759, 764 ;  55th,  325-328,  332,  338-340,  556, 788,  910, 997,  998,  1002, 1010, 
1015, 1016, 1033 ;  56th,  364,  658,  785,  791,  808,  896, 1033 ;  57th,  751,  759,  764  ; 
58th,  362;  61st,  113,  115,118,119,760,781,  782,785,791,808,865,866,917; 
64th,  810, 853. 

Miscellaneous— Thomas'  Legion,  811,  853. 
North  Carolina  Troops.    Mentioned.     (Union.) 

Infantry— Regiments :  1st,  6, 7,  9, 13, 14, 47-49, 157, 201, 202, 212, 213, 216, 217, 

259, 260,  533,  547, 549, 576, 675, 678,  679, 737. 

North  Carolina  and  Southern  Virginia,  Department  of.     See  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina,  Department  of. 

Northerner,  Steamer.     Mentioned 145.147,181,182,223,224,584 

Northern  Virginia.     Operations  in, 

Sept.  3-Nov.  15,  1862.     Communications  from  Gustavus  W.  Smith 751 

Nov.  15,  1862-Jan.  25,  1863.     See  Dumfries  and  Fairfax  Station,  Fa.    Raid 

on,  Dec.  27-29, 1862. 

April  27-May  6,  1863.     Chancellorsville  Campaign. 
Northern  Virginia,  Army  of.     (Confederate.) 
Orders,  Special,  series  1863 :  No.  14,  847. 
Re-enforcements  for.    Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 1079,1082 

Daniel,  Junius 1062 

Davis,  Jefferson 1083 

*  Companies  designated  when  practicable. 

t  Called  also  40th  Regiment, 

I  Batteries  designated  when  practicable. 

§  Called  also  10th  Regiment.    Batteries  designated  when  practicable. 

||  Called  also  36th  Regiment. 
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Northern  Virginia,  Army  of.     (Confederate)— Coutiimed. 
Re-enforcements  for.    Communications  from 

Dix,  John  A 727, 738,  740 

Hill,  D.  H 1074,108-J 

Hooker,  Joseph 727 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 739 

Lee,  Robert  E 1018, 1063, 1066, 1069, 1071, 1078, 1079, 1U.-W 

Peck,  Jolm  J 7::w 

War  Departmen  t,  C.  S 1079 

Stenttrr,  George  Hv  assigned  to  duty  in 1070 

Northrop,  Lucius  B.     Mentioned 7C(>,  771,774,  777,942 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Subsistence  Department,  C.  S.  A. 

North  Shore,  Steamer.     Mentioned 223, 229, 241, 242, 355 

North  Star,  Steamer.     Mentioned 1S8 

North  State,  Steamer.     Mentioned 105, 106, 157, 158, 181, 182,  613 

Noyes,  Mr.     Mentioned 409 

Noyes,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 295 

Noyes,  Henry  T.     Mentioned 725 

Nyce,  John.     Mentioned 577,  738 

Obenchain,  "William  A.     Mentioned 832, 849 

O'Brien,  Daniel.     Mentioned 156,  213 

Ocean  Wave,  Steamer.     Mentioned 105, 106. 526, 527 

O'Connell,  P.  A.     Mentioned 565 

O'Connor,  John.     Mentioned 225 

Ohio,  Department  of.    Transfer  of  9th  Corps  to.    Communications  from 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 564 

Dix,  John  A 505 

French,  William  H 5fi-' 

Parke,  John  G 5(53-565 

See  also  Lee  to  Longstreet,  pp.  946,949,954,966;  Longstreet  to  Lee,  pp.  948, 
950 ;  Longslreet  to  Bill,  pp.  948,  956 ;  Longstreet  to  Whiting,  p.  949 ; 
Longstreet  to  Hansom,   p.  949  ;   Elzey  to  Longstreet,  p.  953.     Also 
Summary  of  Principal  Events,  p.  3. 
Ohio  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Infantry— Regiments :  62d,  35,  37,  377,  487, 505,  548, 577,  678, 738 ;  67th,  377, 
487.  497, 548, 577, 678, 738. 

Olds,  Glaucus  E.     Mentioned 767 

Olive  Branch  Church,  Va.     Skirmishes  at  and  near. 

Feb.  5,  1863.     Report  of  Christopher  Klein  z 14  < 

Feb.  7,  1863. 

Communications  frorn 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 151 

Wise,  Henry  A 153 

Reports  of 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 149,150 

Kleinz,  Christopher 150 

Tabb,  William  B 152 

Wise,  Henry  A 152 

Onderdonk,  Benjamin  F.     Mentioned 123, 278, 279, 576, 735 

O'Neil,  James  S.    Mentioned 100 

O'Neil,  John.     Mentioned , .- 9 

O'Neil,  Thomas,    Mentioned 159,370 

Qnslow,  N.  C.     Reconnaissance  to,  Jan.  20,  1863.    See  Few  JBerne^  N,  C,    Jfe, 
connaissance  from}  Jan.  17-21, 1863, 

74  B  B--YOI<  xyni 
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Ord,  E.  O.  C.     Mentioned 716,727-729 

Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  A.     Correspondence  with 

Engineer  Department,  C .  S.  A 7G9 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 868, 1035 

Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  A.     Correspondence  with  T.  G.  Baylor 672 

Ordway,  Albert.     Mentioned 646,647 

Organization,  Strength,  etc. 

Confederate  Troops 750, 751, 

759,  764,  788,  793,  807,  809,  810,  865, 866,  879,  888.,  900,  901, 915- 
917,  920-922,  929, 930, 952, 978, 1036, 1056, 1058, 1059, 1067, 1086 

Union  Troops - 376-378,  384,  385, 396,  411, 467-469, 486, 

487,  497,  499-501,  532,  533,  546-549,  574-578,  675-679,733-738,1093,1094 

Orwig,  Thomas  G.    Mentioned 734, 1094 

Osborn,  Francis  A.     Mentioned 378, 468, 500, 514, 548, 577, 678, 738 

Osborn,  Thomas  O.    Mentioned 35,37,577,738 

Otis,  John  L.     Mentioned 738 

Ould,  Robert.     Mentioned 388,474,771,1077 

Cutwater,  James  D.    Mentioned 280 

Owens,  William  A.    Mentioned 745 

Padrick,  Pilot.     Mentioned 215 

Page,  Mrs.     Mentioned 526 

Page,  P.  R.     Mentioned 920 

Page,  T.  J.     Mentioned 751,759,764,793,807,810,866,901,917 

Palfrey,  E.  A.     For  correspondence,  see  Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.'s  Office,  C.  S.  A. 
Palmer,  Iiinis  N. 

Assignments  to  command 492 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-General,  U.  S.  A 578, 589 

Army  Headquarters 612, 617, 637 

Dix,  John  A 578, 579,  585 

Foster,  John  G 227, 228, 552, 584, 594, 612, 618, 638, 646, 647, 665 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 592,593 

Lee,  Horace  C 602 

Lewis,  George  W 569 

Pickett,  Josiah 594,602,640,641 

Prince,  Henry 228 

Spiuola,  F.  B 248,251 

Itineraries  of  1st  Division,  18th  Army  Corps. 

Kiuston,  N.  C.     Demonstration  on,  May  20-23,  1863 364 

New  Berne,  N.  C.    Expedition  against,  March  8-16, 1863 186 

Washington,  N.  C.    Siege  of,  March  30-April  20,  1863 219 

Mentioned 186,187,211,212,224,228, 

2*29, 231, 233-235, 241, 243, 248-250,  349,  350,  353,  372,  492, 547, 548, 576,  577, 
585, 588, 591, 593, 594, 598, 601, 603, 607, 622, 629, 674, 675, 678, 736, 984, 1054 

Report  of  expedition  toward  Kinston,  N.  C.,  April  27-May  1,  1863 „.  343-345 

Palmer,  William  H.     Mentioned 70 

Pamlico,  District  of  the.     (Union.)    See  North  Carolina,  Department  of. 
Pamunkey  Peninsula,  Va.     Operations  on,  Aug.  20,  1862-June  3,  1863.     See 
Jan.  7-  9,  1863.   Yorktoicn.    Expedition  from. 
April    16,  1863.  Pamunkey  Eiver.    Affair  on  the. 
May       7,  1863.   West  Point.     Occupied  by  Union  forces. 

31-June  1,  1863.   West  Point.     Evacuated  by  Union  forces. 
Pamunkey  River,  Va.    Affair  on,  April  16,  1863. 

Communications  from  Erasmus  D.  Keyes 628 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S.,  with  Army 342,628 

Report  of  Peyton  Wise.. 342 
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Pannill,  William.     Mentioned 998,999 

Pardee.  Benjamin  S.    Mentioned 378 

Paris,  A.  B.     Mentioned , 1049 

Parke,  John  G.     Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 565 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 563-565 

Parker,  Private.    Mentioned 19 

Parker,  Foxhall  A.     Mentioned 50, 124,  462, 488,  4b9,  510, 522 

Parker,  Jacob.     Mentioned 764,  766 

Parker,  Seth.     Mentioned 552 

Parker,  William  A.     Correspondence  with  John  G.  Foster 475 

Parsons,  W.  W.    Mentioned 936 

Pas^aic,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 505, 837 

Patapsco,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 530,857 

Patton,  Alexander  G. 

Mentioned -' 289,296,358 

Report  of  skirmish  on  the  Edenton  Road,  Va.,  April  15,  1863 291 

Patty  Martin,  Schooner.     Mentioned 259 

Paul,  Captain.     Mentioned 261 

Paxton,  E.  F.     Mentioned 1045 

Peabody,  Oliver  W.     Mentioned ' 350 

Pearce,  J.  H.     For  correspondence  as  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  see  Henry  A.  Wise. 

Pearcy,  A.  S.,  Schooner.     Mentioned 402 

Pearson,  Richmond  M.     Mentioned 887 

Pease,  William  R. 

Mentioned 280,303,304,307,318,320,735 

Reports  of  siege  of  Suffolk,  Va.,  April  11-May  4,  1863 309-311 

Peck,  John  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 39 1 , 

472, 600,  605, 606, 610, 614, 619, 620, 626, 632, 653, 667, 684, 692 

Dix,  John  A 401,408,414,416, 

441,  444-446,  453-455,  458-460, 464,  465, 469, 470, 474, 476-479, 482, 484, 485, 
504, 505,  507, 509-513, 516, 517,  519-522, 524, 528,  530,  531, 534-  543, 550-553, 
555-558, 560-562, 564-567, 571, 573, 610, 614-616, 620, 621, 625-628, 633, 635- 
637, 639, 641, 644, 650, 652-655, 657-659, 663,  664, 667,  671-673, 680, 684, 685, 
687, 689-691. 699, 701, 705, 709,  710, 714, 716, 718-720,  722-726, 729, 730,  738 

Dodge,  Charles  C - 551 

Foster,  John  G  ...-•- 41,42,589 

Hooker,  Joseph 582, 

586, 600, 606, 644, 653, 655, 658, 667, 672, 679, 680, 683, 684, 691, 692 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 593,597-600,603,606 

Lee,  S.  P 595, 606,  607, 611, 617, 618, 621, 634, 635, 643,  702 

Stratton,  Franklin  A 693 

Viele,  Egbert  L 542,614,620,627,654,722 

Mentioned 12, 13, 15, 16, 20, 35, 38, 40, 41 , 43, 54, 58, 95, 125, 126, 136, 139, 201, 

202,  262,  267-270, 273, 274, 283, 284, 295, 299,  312,  359, 377, 379, 380, 385, 388, 
389,  392,  395-399, 401,  403,  411, 413,  437, 458-460, 465, 467,  468, 473, 477-480, 
486, 499, 501,  509,  513,  519, 531, 532, 536, 540,  542, 545, 546, 549, 551, 555, 556, 
563,  574,  575, 580, 582, 585, 586,  589, 591, 592, 595-597, 599, 600, 603, 604, 606, 
609, 610, 613,  617, 619, 621, 632, 636, 642, 643, 653, 656, 661-663, 666, 668,  675, 
676, 683, 687, 689, 694-696, 699, 701, 711, 712, 732-734,  738,  822,  824, 834, 1093 
Reports  of 

Blackwater,  Va. 

Reconnaissances  to  the,  Dec.  8-12,1862 38-40 
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Peck,  John  J. — Continued. 
Reports  of 

Blackwater,  Va. 

Skirmishes  on  the. 

Oct.  3,1862 16,17 

Dec.  2,1862 36 

Carrsville,  Va.     Affair  near,  Nov.  17, 1862 33 

Deserted  House,  Va.    Engagement  at,  Jan.  30, 1863. 132, 135 

Franklin,  Va. 

Skirmishes  at  and  near. 

Oct.  31,  1862 20 

Nov.  18,  1862 33,34 

March  17,  1863 199 

Norfolk  and  Petersburg  Railroad,  Va.     Operations  on  the,  May  15-28, 

1863 358,359 

Providence  Church,  Va.    Skirmish  near,  Jan.  9,  1863 127 

Seaboard  and  Roauoke  Railroad,  Va.     Operations  on  the,  May  12-26, 

1863 354,355 

Suffolk,  Va. 

Operations  about,  Nov.  12-14, 1862 31 

Siege  of,  April  11-May  4,  1863 274,281,284 

Winfield,  N.  C.     Skirmish  at,  March  23, 1863 202, 203 

Peebles,  James  E.     Mentioned 931 

Pegram,  R.  B.     Mentioned 385 

Feirson,  George  H. 

Mentioned t 223, 346, 347, 363, 364, 370, 371 , 469, 500, 577, 736 

Reports  of  Kinston,  N.  C. 

Demonstration  on,  May  20-23, 1863 365 

Expedition  toward,  April  27-May  1,1863 347 

Peletier's  Mill,  N.  C.     Skirmish  at,  May  5, 1863.     See  report  of  Foster,  p.  362. 

Pelham,  John.     Mentioned 940 

Pelouze,  Louis  H.     Mentioned 543 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see  John  A.  Dix. 

Pemberton,  John  C.     Mentioned 816, 1052, 1071, 1080, 1084 

Fender,  W.  D.     Mentioned 782,  856 

Pendleton,  James  M.     Mentioned 7 

Pendleton,  W.  N. 

Correspondence  with  James  Longstreet 335 

Mentioned 762 

Peninsula,  Va.,  The. 

Defense  of,  measures  for.     Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 375,  382 

McClellan,  George  B 373,375 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 376 

Operations  on.  Aug.  20,  1862-June  3,  1863. 
Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 388,  479 

Baird,  E.  R 1091 

Busteed,  Richard 568 

Causey,  C.  H Tr, 1067 

Couucill,  J.  Calvin. .,.T.r., 797,799 

Dickinson,  William  .«,*., 809 

Dix,  John  A . . , , , ,  385, 445, 517, 569, 651, 689,  693, 705, 707, 716, 717, 729, 730 
,  Arnold  fT7?tI.V77,.:r, rrt,.  ...,..,„..,...„ .»,„„,',      965 
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Peninsula,  Va.,  The—Continued. 

Operations  on  the,  Aug.  20,  1862-Juue  3,  1863. 
CommunicatioDS  from 

Hall,  E.  D ' 1091 

Harmau,  William 808,809 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 488, 

492, 517, 529, 573, 596, 598, 604, 605, 611, 622, 629,  641, 652, 687,  689, 693, 714 

King,  Rufus 607,612 

Lee,  G.  W.'C 1092 

Lee,  RobertE 979,1065,1070,1071 

Lee,  S.  P -• 387,391,442,522,597,605 

Lewis,  William 517 

Longstreet,  James 968, 1023 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 442 

Peck,  JolmJ 729,730 

Pettigrew,  J.  J 1041,1060 

Pickett,  George  E 1090 

Shingler,  W.  P 742 

Smith,  Gustavus  W 742,747,800 

War  Department,  C.  S 1091 

West,  Robert  M 693 

Wise,  Henry  A 795, 798, 800, 920, 975, 994, 1006, 1019. 1035 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S.,  with.  Army 378, 

380, 387, 388, 391, 397, 522, 596-598, 604-007, 611, 689, 698, 699, 704, 731 
See  also 

Sept.    9,  1862.   Williamslurg.    Skirmish  at. 

Nov.  22,  1862.   Williamsburg.     Reconnaissance  from. 

Dec.    17,  1862.  Diascund  Bridge  and  Burnt  Ordinary.     Reconnaissance 

to. 

Jan.  19,  1863.   Williamslnrg.     Scout  from,  and  skirmish  at  Burnt  Ordi 
nary. 

Mar.  29,  1863.    WilUamsburg .     Skirmish  at. 
April  11,  1863.   Williamsburg.     Skirmish  at. 

Also  Dix  to  Halleck,  pp.  388,  389,  395,  396;  Keyes  to  Halleck,  p.  609; 
Smith  to  French,  p.  762 ;  Seddon  to  Longstreet,  p.  967. 

Penn,  William  (Vessel).     Mentioned 448 

Pennsylvania  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy— Regiments  :  2d,  387 ;  3d,  272,  288,  468,  487,  574,  576, 671, 

677,735,736,1026,1093. 
Artillery,  Light— Regiments:  1st  (Batteries),  A,  287, 570, 575, 676, 735;  E,  H, 

487, 576, 677, 734, 1094. 

Cavalry— Regiments  :  4th,  377, 390 ;  5th,  11, 12, 50, 51, 124, 131, 148-152,  201, 
205,  206,  262,  263,  377,  468,  487,  493,  517,  576,  595,  596,  598, 677,  734, 1094 ; 
llth,  18,  35, 123,  125, 132,  133,  135-137,  139,  140,  200-202,  278,288,  289,  293, 
356,  377,  468,  483,  487,  574-576, 607, 677, 693, 735, 736,  941, 1093, 1094. 
Infantry— Regiments:  52d,  49,  487,  501,  548, 577,  678,  738 ;  58th,  131, 153-155, 
160,  161,  225,  226,  239,  240,  343-345,  347,  348,  351,  352,  362-371,  377,  487,  505, 
514,  547,  548,  577,  665,  678,  724,  729,  737  ;  85th,  55,  60,  79,  95-97,  99,  101-104, 
377,  487,  500,  548,  577,  678,  738  ;  88th,  1090 ;  101st,  92,  95-97, 100, 103, 180- 
182, 223;  248, 249,  377,  487, 500,  548,  577,  584,  599, 679,  73f ,  984,  1060  ;  103d, 
18,  35,  37,  60,  96,  97, 99, 100, 102,  104, 181, 182,  249,  377,  487, 500,  548,  577,  599, 
679,  737,  1060 ;  104th,  32,  33,  487,  501,  548,  577,  678,  738  ;  158th,  173,  188, 
224,  240-242,  249,  254, 487,  499,  548,  578,  599,  679,  737  ;  165th,  125,  135,  286, 
289,  293,  487,  499,  575,  676,  734,  1093  ;  166th,  286,  289,293,  487,  499,  575,  676, 
734, 1093 ;  167th,  132-136,  139,  141,  286,  487,  499,  575,  676,  734, 1093 ;  168th, 
168,  173,  176,  487,  499,  548,  578,  599,  679,  737  ;  169th,  260,  360,  487,  499,  576, 
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Pennsylvania  Troops.     Mentioned— Continued. 

Infantry— Regiments :  169th— (continued),  677,734,1094;  171st,  173,  240, 
242,  249,  254,  487,  499,  548,  578,  599,  679,  737;  172d,  487,489,499,576,677, 
734, 1094 ;  173d,  487,  575, 677, 735, 1093 ;  174th,  487,  499,  505,  548,  577,  678, 
738 ;  175th,  173,  223,  240,  242,  243, 249, 254, 487,  499, 548, 578, 599, 679,  737  ; 
176th,  487,  499,  548,  577,  678,  738;  177th,  487,  499,  575,  677,  735,  1093; 
178th,  263, 266, 487, 499,  576,  629,  6775  734,  1094  ;  179th,  487, 499, 576,  677, 
734, 1094. 

Perkins,  Edwin  J.    Mentioned ' 106 

Perkins,  Elisha  A.     Mentioned 529 

Perkins,  "William  W.     Mentioned 59, 60 

Perry,  Commodore,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 46, 146, 199, 355, 522, 524, 602 

Peters,  E.  P.     Mentioned 66 

Petersburg,  Va.     Defenses  of  (immediate).     Communications  from 

French,  Samuel  G 742 

Smith,  Gustavus  W    762 

See  also  Smith  to  Lee,  p.  786. 
Fettigrew,  J.  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Daniel,  Jnnius 1012 

Elzey,  Arnold 1041 , 1044, 1 052, 1060 

Ferebee,  D.  D 745,748 

French,  Samuel  G 744 

Hill,  D.  II 195,883,921,985,990,1004,1007,1013,1027 

Lee,  Robert  E 1056,1065 

Mentioned 110, 117, 166, 184, 185, 188-191, 196, 230, 236, 245, 249, 

250, 274, 282, 285,  435,  444,  537, 566, 590,  750, 752, 788, 803,  804,  807,  808,  830, 
841, 855, 865, 872, 874, 888, 891, 901,  916, 917, 924, 932, 938, 941,  945,  954, 974, 
990, 991, 1008, 1012, 1033, 1034, 1053, 1059,  1078, 1079,  1082, 1086, 1088-1091 

Report  of  expedition  against  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  8-16,  1863 192 

Phelps,  Mrs.     Mentioned 495 

Phenix,  Dawson.     Mentioned 582 

Philadelphia  Inquirer.     Extract  from  "The  Gallant  Campaign  at  Suffolk  "...       282 

Phillips,  Rolla  O.     Mentioned 96 

Phoenix,  Steamer.     Mentioned... 224,613,638 

Picket,  Steamer.     Mentioned 5-7 

Pickett,  George  E. 

Assignments  to  command 889 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 884 

Elzey,  Arnold 1090 

Longstreet,  James • 967 

Mentioned 275,  290,  291,  334,  549,  564,  583,  587,  604, 605, 

632, 679,  680,  683,  691, 73.2, 738, 876-878, 880, 882, 883,  889, 890, 898, 909, 910, 
915-917, 923-927, 929, 931-933, 937, 938, 942, 957, 963,  995,  1021,  1038-1041 , 
1043-1046,  1056,  1059,  1062,  1066,  1071,  1075,  1077-1079,  1088,  1069,  1091 

Report  of  skirmish  on  the  Edenton  Road,  Va.,  April  24, 1863 340 

Pickett,  Josiah. 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  John  G.» ^. 640 

Palmer,  Innis  N 594, 602, 640, 641 

Mentioned 162, 164, 170, 367,  368,  378, 469, 500, 556, 577, 584,  641, 736 

Reports  of 

DeepGully,  N.  C.     Skirmishes  at,  March  13-14, 1863 187 

Goldshorongb,  N.  C.     Expedition  to,  Dec.  11-20,1862 87 
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Pickett,  Josiah — Continued. 
Reports  of 

Kinstou,  N.  C.     Demonstrations  on. 

March  6-8, 1863 , 158 

May  20-23, 1863 370 

Pierce,  Samuel  C.     Mentioned 508 

Pierce,  Seymour  B.     Mentioned 100 

i    Piggott,  Mary  Ann.     Mentioned 801 

Pilot  Boy,  Steamer.     Mentioned 53'> 

Pioneer,  Steamer.     Mentioned 425-428 

Pitt,  F.  G.     Mentioned 1008 

Plaisted,  Harris  M.     Mentioned 49,51,501,577,738 

Planter,  Steamer.     Mentioned ,.       545 

Plymouth,  N.  C. 

Attack  on,  Dec.  10,  1862. 
Communications  from 

Flusser,  C.W 48 

Fogerty,  Thomas  J 47 

Foster,  John  G 47 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S.,  with  Army 45 

Reports  of 

Ewer,  Barnabas,  jr 45-47 

French,  Samuel  G ^ 49 

Mizell,  Jonathan  T 48 

Defenses  of  (immediate).     Communications  from  Henry  W.  Wessells 721 

Demonstration  on,  March  10-13, 1863. 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S.,  with  Army 199 

Report  of  Walter  G.  Bartholomew • 199 

Expedition  to,  Feb.  ,1-10,  1863. 
Communications  from 

Foster,  John  G 147 

Wessells,  Henry  W :.       147 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S.,  with  Army 145-148 

Report  of  Francis  L.  Lee 14."> 

Fort  at,  named  "  Fort  Williams  " 644 

Skirmish  near,  Aug.  30,  1862 1 

Poage,  Thomas.     Mentioned 1 142,144,145,807 

Poindexter,  P.     Mentioned 340 

Pollock,  "William  K.     Mentioned 578 

Pollocksville,  N.  C. 

Expedition  to,  March  6-8,  1863.     See  New  Berne,  N.   C.  Expedition  from, 

March  6-10,  1863. 

Reconnaissance  to,   Jan.  17,  1863.     See  New  Bertie,  N.  C.     Reconnaissance 
from,  Jan.  17-21,  1863. 

Pond,  Francis  B.     Mentioned 35,37,577,738 

Pond,  Nathan  P.     Mentioned 251,  352, 353, 509, 569 

Pool,  John.     Correspondence  with  Governor  of  North  Carolina 745 

Pool,  Stephen  D. 

Mentioned 110,112,113,441,872,1043 

Report  of  engagement  at  Goldsborongh  Bridge,  N.  C.,  Dec.  17, 1862 120 

Poor,  Walter  S.     Mentioned 292 

Pope,  John.     Mentioned 385, 624 

Porteaux,  M.  B.     Mentioned 935, 937 

Porter,  Burr.     Mentioned 287,  3,'3,  676, 734 
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Pago. 
Porter,  Francis  E. 

Mentioned 737 

Reports  of 

Emily  and  Arrow,  Steamers.     Capture  of,  May  15, 1863 355 

Wale's  Head,  N.  C.     Destruction  of  Salt  Works  at,  Feb.  2,  1863 148 

Porter,  Henry.     Mentioned 512 

Port  Royal,  Steamer.     Mentioned 105, 106 

Portsmouth,  Va.     Blockade  of.     See  Blockade. 
Potomac,  Army  of  the.     (Union.) 

Army  Corps,  9th,  transferred  to  Newport  News,  Va.,  Feb.  6-21,  1863 149 

Orders,  General,  series  1862 :  Corps :  4th  (Keyes),  No.  86,  379. 
Re-enforcements  for.     Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 378, 382,  386,  387, 395,  399, 732 

Dix,  John  A 382,387 

See  also  Mansfield  to  HallecTc,  p.  385. 
Potter,  Ed^ward  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  John  G 390,424 

Washington,  N.  C.,  Commanding  Officer  Confederate  forces  nearest. ..       424 

Mentioned 4-6,9,22,59,79,113, 

175, 177, 178, 186, 212, 214,  215, 228, 232, 441, 512,  547, 549, 556, 612, 669, 1020 
For  correspondence,  etc.,  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  John  G.  Foster. 
Orders,  General,  series  1862:  No.  6,  424. 
Reports  of.     Washington,  N.  C. 

Attack  on,  Sept.  6,  1862 G 

Operations,  April  16-17,  1863,  during  siege  of 218, 219 

President,  C.  S.     See  Jefferson  Davis. 
President,  U.  S.     Sec  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Prime,  Frederick  E«    Mentioned 457 

Prince,  Frederick  W.    Mentioned 66 

Prince,  Henry. 

Assignments  to  command 652,  669, 670 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  John  G 169, 223, 228-236, 631,  635, 638, 670 

Lewis,  George  W 177 

Palmer,  Innis  N '.       228 

Mentioned 170-172, 

174, 175, 179, 211, 216, 227, 228, 232, 238, 242-244, 247-249, 254,  520,  533,  547, 
548, 550, 556, 576, 578,  584, 589, 599,  638, 646, 647, 652, 668, 669, 678,  679,  737 
Reports  of 

Kiuston,  N.  C.     Expedition  toward,  April  16-21,  1863  225 

New  Berne,  N.  C. 

Expedition  from,  March  6-10, 1863 166 

Operations,  March  15-16, 1863,  during  expedition  against 187 

Washington,  N.  C.     Operations,  April  4-6,  during  siege  of 222 

Pringle,  'William  B.     Mentioned 170, 178 

Prisoners,  Political.     Arrest,  etc.     Communications  from  Samuel  G.  French.       77H 

Prisoners  of  War.     Treatment,  etc.     Communications  from  John  A.  Dix 387 

See  also  Smith  to  French,  p.  770  ;  Cooper  to  Hill,  p.  1061.     Also  Special  Orders, 

No.  127,  p.  1077. 

Private  Property.     Action  touching. 
Communications  from 

Foster,  John  G 182>£$$ 

French,  William  H , 935 
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Private  Property.    Action  touching — Continued. 
Communications  from 

Jenkins,  A.  G 863 

Jones,  Samuel 935, 936 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 525,  792,  895, 934 

Prince,  Heury 669 

Slaght,  James  C 527 

Stauly,  Ed ...... 182,525 

War  Department,  C.  S 792,902,935 

See  also  Dix  to  Fei-ry,  p.  386 ;  Bolles  to  Wildes,  pp.  570,  591 ;   Whiting  to 

Smith,  p.  773. 
Statements  of 

Collins,  Alexander 526 

Matthew  (Colored) 526 

Tattle,  W.  W 526. 

Prouty,  M.  F.     Mentioned 75,512 

Providence  Church,  Va.     Skirmishes  at  and  near. 

Nov.  12, 1862.     See  Suffolk,  Va.     Operations  about,  Nor.  12-14, 1862. 

Dec.  28, 1862.    Report  of  Orris  S.  Ferry 123 

Jan.  9, 1863. 

Communications  from  John  A.  Dix 126 

Report  of  John  J.  Peck , 127 

May  17,  1863.     See  Norfolk  and  Petersburg  E.  R.,  Va.     Operations  on.  May 

15-28,  1863. 
Providence  Church  Road,  Va. 

Reconnaissance  on  the,  May  3, 1863.     Report  of  Griffin  A.  Stedmau,  jr 315 

See  also  April  11-May  4.  Siege  of  Suffolk,  Va.     Reports  of 

Button,  Arthur  H.        Getty,  George  W.        Harland,  Edward.        Peck,  John  J. 
Skirmish  on  the,  April  12, 1863.     See  report  of  Peck,  p.  274. 
Pryor,  Roger  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 790 

Long-street,  James 896 

Smith,  Gustavus  W 845 

War  Department,  C.  S 877,  879,  885, 888, 889 

Menti  oned 36, 37,  40, 123, 125, 126, 132, 136, 144 , 145, 179,  496, 

510,  512, 513, 518, 519, 521, 524, 528-531, 534-537, 539, 540,  551-553, 555, 562, 
566,604,808,830,845,846,851,877-879,882,  889,  896,906,  107r>,  1088,  1094 

Report  of  engagement  at  Deserted  House,  Va.,  Jan.  30, 1863 142 

Putney,  H.  M.     Mentioned 350 

Quartermaster-General's  Office,  C.  S.  A.     Correspondence  with  War  De 
partment,  C.  S 107 

Quartermaster-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A.     Correspondence  with 

Buruside,  Ambrose  E 536 

Dix,  John  A '. 476,502,504,511 

Radcliffe,  James  D. 

Correspondence  with  W.  H.  C.  Whiting 794 

Mentioned 1 12-115, 760,  768, 778, 794 

Rains,  Gabriel  J. 

Correspondence  with  D.  H.  Hill 1082 

Mentioned 743,750,752,762,808,862,1022,1082 

Rains,  George  W.     Mentioned 1083 

Raleigh,  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 1024,1041 

Ramseur,  S.  D.     Mentioned 928 
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Rancier,  Henry.     Mentioned 30 

Randall,  J.     Mentioned 1020 

Randolph,  George  W.     Mentioned 743, 749, 754- 

756,  761,  767, 768, 770, 773,  774, 777, 779,  781, 783,  789, 813, 823, 862, 900, 913 
For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department,  C.  S. 

Randolph,  J.  Imiis.     Mentioned 759 

Randolph,  John.    Mentioned 746 

Raiikiii,  S.  C;     Mentioned 163 

Ransom,  Alfred.     Mentioned 63-65, 82, 240, 243, 469, 501 , 527, 578, 737 

Ransom,  M.  W.    Mentioned... 961,982 

Ransom,  R.,  jr. 

Correspondence  with 

Hill,  D.  H 957,971,981,985,986,1000,1004 

Longstreet,  James 949,  960, 961 

Mentioned 189,  344, 

364,  385, 631, 638, 679,  818, 820, 825, 830, 832,  833, 836, 840, 841, 846-848, 850, 
855, 856,  875,  879, 882, 888, 893,  900, 901, 917, 925, 930, 932, 938, 941, 943, 945, 
947, 954, 955, 961,  962,  969,  972,  974,  979,  980,  982,  987,  991, 1023, 1030-1034, 
1046,  1047,  1050-1052,  1057,  1063,  1071,  1073-1080,  1082,  1083-1088,  1092 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Sandy  Ridge,  N.  C.,  April  20,  1863 255 

Raulston,  William  C.     Mentioned 577 

Rawle's  Mill,  N.  C.     Skirmish  at,  Nov.  2,  1862.    See  New  Berne,  N.  C.    Expe 
dition  from,  Nov.  1-12,1862. 

Read,  Walter  A.     Mentioned 320 

Reagan,  John  H.     Mentioned 768, 945 

Redferii,  Alfred.     Mentioned 1020 

Reed,  J.     Mentioned 606 

Reed,  Jacob  A.     Mentioned 61,  62, 217, 218 

Reed's  Ferry,  Va.     Skirmish  near,  May  3,  1863.     See  April  11-May  4,  1863, 

Siege  of  Suffolk,  Fa.    Reports  of 

Crosby,  Hiram  B.        Button,  Arthur  H.        Getty,  George  W.        Peck,  John  J. 
Refugees.     See  Refugees,  Freedmen  and  Abandoned  Lands. 
Refugees,  Freedmen  and  Abandoned  Lands.     Action  touching. 
Communications  from 

Adjutant-General's  office,  U.  S.  A 580 

Dix,  John  A 570,591,739 

Orders  of  War  Department,  U.  S .' 580 

Regan,  Peter  C.     Mentioned 575,735,1093 

Reid,  James  A.     Mentioned 989,992 

Reid,  J.  J.     Mentioned 116 

Reid,  Thomas  M.     Mentioned 735 

Reilly,  James.     Mentioned 904, 964, 978, 984, 990, 992 

Reinhart,  H.  W.     Mentioned Ill 

Reimnuller,  John  E.     Mentioned 150 

Reiishaw,  R.  T.     Mentioned : 4,5,210,218 

Reynolds,  Gerard.     Mentioned 693,1093 

Rhett.  Thomas  S. 

Correspondence  with 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 770 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 1000 

Mentioned 793, 807, 810, 866, 901, 912, 917, 952, 965, 1029, 1059, 1086 

Rhode  Island  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— Regiments :  1st  (Batteries"),  F,  21-23, 25, 54, 56, 58, 60, 63-66, 
73, 83,  85-88, 90, 94, 176, 187, 221, 246, 248, 251, 252,  402, 447, 469, 472, 501, 549, 
566, 578,  679,  737. 
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Rhode  Island  Troops.    Mentioned — Continued. 

lufautry— Regiments:  4th,  278,  287,  301,  302,  306,316,319,3-21,562,570,575, 
676,735;  5th,  23,  25,  56,60,83,215,216,218,219,222,249,378,468,500,  548, 
577,599,612,623,679,737;  7th,  562;  llth,  286,  323,608,676,  734. 

Rice,  John,  Steamer.     Mentioned 705 

Rice,  Nathan  P.    Mentioned 223 

Rice,  Pitkin  B.     Report  of  expedition  from  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  6-10, 

1863 172 

Rice,  Randall  H.     Mentioned .• 315 

Richards,  G.  C.     Mentioned 351 

Richards,  John  R.     Mentioned 156 

Richardson,  Colin. 

Mentioned 73, 181 

Report  of  expedition  to  Swan  Quarter,  N.  C.,  March  1-6,  1863 157 

Richardson,  James  M.     Mentioned 222 

Richardson,  William  H.     Mentioned 834 

Richmond,  C.  S.  S.     (Merrimac  No.  2.)    Mentioned 385, 

397, 400,  435, 641, 720, 743, 968,  976, 997, 999, 1002, 1009, 1019, 1025, 1062 
Richmond,  Va. 

Batteries  around,  and  distances  from,  the  Capitol 929 

Defenses  of  (immediate). 
Communications  from 

Elzey,  Arnold 1058 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 928 

Smith,  Gustavus  W 742, 794 

War  Department,  C.  S 1020 

Elzey,  Arnold,  assigned  to  command  of 794 

Orders,  General,  series  1862 :  No.  1,  742. 

Smith,  Gustavus  W.,  assigned  to,  and  assumes  command  of 742 

Riots  in.     Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 931, 958 

Elzey,  Arnold 978 

Virginia,  Governor  of 977 

See  also  Elzey  to  Longstreet,  p.  965. 

Transfer  of  Lougstreet's  Corps  for  defense  of 2, 876, 880, 882-884 

Richmond,  Department  of.*    (Confederate.) 

Colston,  R.  E.,  assigned  to  duty  in 807 

Confederate  troops  in.     Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Dec.  20,  1862 807 

Dec.  31,  1862 810 

Feb.  1,  1863 866 

March  1,  1863 901 

March  10,  1863 917 

March  14,  1863 920,921 

April  1,  1863 952 

May  1,  1863 1036 

May  13,  1863 1058,1059 

May  31,  1863 1086 

Constituted,  and  limits  defined 953 

Elzey,  Arnold,  assigned  to  command 953 

Limits  extended 1020 

Richmond  Examiner.     Extract  from.     "Siege  of  Suffolk,  Va." 284 

Richmond  Press.     Correspondence  with  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's 

Office,  C.  S.  A 958 

*  Formally  constituted  April  1,  1863. 
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Richmond  Sentinel.     Extract  from.     "  Siege  of  Suffolk,  Va." 633 

Richmond,  Silas  P.' 

Mentioned 85,168,469,501,578,737 

Reports  of 

Kinston,  N.  C. 

Demonstration  on,  May  20-23,  1863 371 

Expedition  toward,  April'16-21,  1863 238 

New  Berne,  N.  C.  .  Expedition  from,  March  6-10,  1863 : 175 

Washington,  N.  C.     Operations,  April  7-10,  1863,  during  siege  of 237 

Richter,  Henry  M. 

Mentioned 26,28,30 

Report  of  demonstration  on  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  Nov.  11,  1862 28 

Riddick,  Mr.    Mentioned 967 

Riely ,  John  W.     Mentioned 794, 997 

Riggs,  F.     Mentioned 1023 

Riggs,  William  J.     Mentioned 8,64,65 

Rinaldo,  H.  B.  M.  Steamer.     Mentioned 714,738 

Ringold,  Benjamin.     Mentioned 278, 288, 306, 575, 687 

Ripley,  Edward  H.     Mentioned 735 

Ripley,  James  W.     Mentioned 520,522 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Ordnance  Department,  U.S.  A. 

Risley,  Edwin.     Mentioned 311 

Rives,  Alfred  L.     Mentioned 756 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A. 

Rives,  Charles  M.     Mentioned 191,192 

Roberts,  Coleman.     Mentioned 341 

Roberts,  Joseph.     Mentioned , 376, 377, 1093 

Roberts,  Samuel  G.     Mentioned 246, 252 

Roberts,  W.  Dewees. 

Correspondence  with  Franklin  A.  Stratton 693 

Mentioned 356,535,693 

Report  of  capture  of  the  steamers  Emily  and  Arrow,  May  15,  1863 356 

Robertson,  Beverly  H. 
Correspondence  with 

French,  Samuel  G 804,805 

Hill,  D.  II 912,1007,1051 

Longstreer,  James 963 

Mentioned 109,  113,  166,188,189,  196,  529, 

564,  602,  755, 768, 787, 788,  803,  804,  807,  844, 854, 855, 858, 865, 888,  891, 900, 
901,915-917,  924,  955,957,  961,  971,  984,  1004,  1007,  1059,  1071,  1075, 1088 
Reports  of 

New  Berne,  N.  C.     Expedition  against,  March  9-15,  1863 197 

White  Hall,  N.  C.     Engagement  at,  Dec.  16,  1862 121 

Robertson,  J.  B.    Mentioned 326, 339, 915, 917, 1002 

Robertson,  J.  R.     Mentioned 797, 798, 800, 920, 1)75 

Robinson,  William.     Mentioned :',."> 7 

Robinson,  "W.  T.     Mentioned lf>4 

Robinson's  Plantation,  Va.     Expedition  to,  May  15,  1863. 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S. ,  with  Army 

Report  of  George  H.  Gordon _ 

Rocky  Hock  Creek,  N.  C.     Skirmish  at,  March  24,  1863 

Rodgers,  John.     Mentioned 398, 408 

Rodman's  Point,  N.  C. 

Affair  at,  April  16,  1863.     See  Report  of  Foster,  p.  212;  Potter,  pp.  218,  219. 
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Rodman's  Point,  N.  C.— Continued. 
Engagements  at. 

April  1, 1863.     See  report  of  Foster,  p.  212. 
April  4-5,  1863.     See  report  of  Foster,  p.  212. 
Skirmish  at,  March  30, 1863.     See  report  of  Foster,  p.  212. 

Rogers,  Edmund  Law.     Mentioned 1045, 1046 

Rogers,  H.  J.     Mentioned •. 628,630,633,997 

Rogers,  Samuel  N.     Mentioned 62 

Rogers,  S.  H.     Mentioned 113 

Roker,  J.  C.,  Schooner.     Mentioned 475 

Roper,  John  L.     Mentioned 36, 37, 125 

Rosecrans,  W.  S.     Mentioned 507,953,954 

Ross,  Major.     Mentioned 974 

Rowe,  Frederick  A.     Mentioned 271, 277, 280, 658, 659, 663 

Ruffin,  Frank  G. 

Correspondence  with  North  Carolina,  Governor  of 766 

Mentioned 765 

Ruffin,  Thomas.     Mentioned 1026 

Rush,  David  G.     Mentioned 97 

Russell,  David  A.     Mentioned 472 

Russell,  Le  Grand.     Mentioned 461 

Ryersoii,  Henry  O.     Mentioned 735 

Salisbury,  N.  C.     Writ  of  habeas  corpus  suspended  at,  and  in  vicinity  of 793 

Saltonstall,  William  G.     Mentioned 210, 427 

Sanderliii,  Willis  B.     Mentioned 356 

Sanders,  A.  H.     Mentioned 538 

Sanders,  Enos  C. 

Correspondence  with  John  G.  Foster 538 

Mentioned 14,15,525,675 

Reports  of 

Nixonton,N.  C.    Skirmish  at,  April  6, 1863 259 

Shiloh,N.  C.     Affair  at,  Sept.  17,1862 13 

Sanders,  Horace  T.     Mentioned 735 

Sanderson,  John  W.     Mentioned 82 

Sandy  Ridge,  N.  C.     Skirmishes  at. 

Feb.  13, 1863.    See  Balcliclders  Creek,  N.  C.    Expedition  from,  Feb.  12-13, 1S63. 
April  20,  1863.     Reports  of 

Jones,  J.  Richter 239 

Ransom,  R.,  jr 255 

Willsou,  John  M 239 

See  also  report  of  Prince,  p.  226. 

Sanford,  Charles  D.     Mentioned 366,367 

Sawtell,  Edward  D.     Mentioned 135 

Scales,  P.  P.     Mentioned 163 

Schenck,  Robert  C.     Mentioned 1025 

Schlachter,  F.     Mentioned 61, 62 

Schriver,  Scout.     Mentioned 967 

Schulz,  Carl.     Mentioned 303 

Seaboard  and  Roanoke  Railroad,  Va.    Operations  on  the,  May  12-26, 1863. 
Communications  from 

Dix,  John  A 719,720,722,723,725 

Peck,  John  J , 716,718,722-724 

"Record  of  Events,"  7th  Corps-,,.,.  tf ,f ,, .,,.,, .,,,  ,.,,,. , ,„,.,,      354 

Reports  of 

Dix,  John  A ..., 354 

Peck,  John  J..,. ,,,,,,,.,.,,,..,..,. ..,.,,,, 354,355 
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Seabury,  Thomas  S.    Mentioned 280 

Seawell,  John  T.     Mentioned 51 

Seddon,  James  A.     Mentioned 107,782,794,799,816- 

818,  823,  825, 826, 831, 848, 858, 860, 869-871, 875, 884, 888, 893, 896, 904, 908, 
918,919,  927,  931,  935-937,  958,  966,  969,  972-974,977,978,999, 1011,1015, 
1028,  1029,  1043,  1047,  1055,  1058,  1059,  1070,  1077,  1081-1083,  1090,  1091 
For  correspondence,  etc.   see  War  Department,  C.  S. 

Sedgwick,  John.     Mentioned 534, 565, 906, 944, 1048 

Selby,  Milton.     Mentioned 196 

Seward,  William  H.     Mentioned 277,443,445,667 

Seymour,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 223, 243 

Seymour,  Horatio.     Mentioned 994 

Sharp,  R.  J. 

Correspondence  with  W.  H.  C.  Whiting 1030 

Mentioned 167,  896 

Sharp,  William.     Mentioned 10-20 

Shaw,  E.  F.     Mentioned 198 

Shaw,H.  M.     Mentioned 111,117,118 

Shawsheen  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 170-172 

Shays,  Scout.     Mentioned 1041, 1045, 1048, 1070 

Shearer,  William  B.    Mentioned 70 

Sheldon,  Oscar.     Mentioned 509 

Shelton,  Aronnata.     Mentioned 893 

Shelton,  David.     Mentioned  , 893 

Shelton,  David,  of  Sipus.     Mentioned 893 

Shelton,  Isaac.     Mentioned 893 

Shelton,  James.     Mentioned 893 

Shelton,  James,  jr.     Mentioned 893 

Shelton,  Rod  (Stob  Rod).     Mentioned : 893 

Shelton,  Sipus.     Mentioned 893 

Shelton,  Will.     Mentioned 893 

Shenk,  R.  W. 

Correspondence  with  Treasury  Department,  U.  S 429 

Mentioned 429,456 

Shepard,  Jeremiah  M.     Mentioned 322 

Sheridan,  John.     Mentioned 100 

Shiloh.  N.  C.     Operations  at  and*about. 

Sept.  17,  1862.     Report  of  Enos  C.  Sanders 13 

Sept.  20,  1862.     Report  of  William  B.  Avery 14 

Shingler,  W.  P. 

Correspondence  with  Gustavus  W.  Smith 742 

Mentioned 793,920 

Shingleur,  James  A.     Mentioned 333 

Shumaker,  L.  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Carroll,  Gray 329 

French,  Samuel  G 328,991,1000 

Stribling,  R.  M 328 

Mentioned..., 324,325,327,336,338 

Report  of  capture  of  Battery  Huger,  Va.,  April  19, 1863 331 

Shurtleff,  William  S. 

Mentioned 577,736 

Report  of  expedition  to  Goldsborough,  N.  C.,  Dec.  11-20,  1862 88 

Sigel,  Franz.     Mentioned 751,818,819,864,876 
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Sikes,  J.  H. 

Mentioned 45 

Report  of  reconnaissances  to  the  Black  water,  Va.,  Dec.  8-12,  1862 43 

Siler,  D.  W.     Correspondence  with  Governor  of  North  Carolina 772 

Simms,  John  M.     Mentioned 60 

Simons,  E.  R.     Mentioned 1020 

Simonton,  Charles  H.     Correspondence  with  W.  H.  C.  Whiting 806 

Simpson,  John  G.     Mentioned 277, 289, 575,  735 

Simpson,  Thomas.     Mentioned 221 

Sinclair,  Jefferson.     Men!  ioned 570 

Singeltary,  Thomas  C.     Mentioned 955, 956 

Sisson,  Henry  T.     Mentioned 215,216,222,577,612,737 

Slaght,  James  C. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Tnttle 527 

Mentioned 512, 526 

Slaten,  C.  W.     Mentioned 190 

Slaves. 

Action  touching.     Communications  from 

Dix,  John  A 391,461,464,501 

Viele,  EghertL.... 502 

War  Department,  U.  S 395 

See  also  Foster  to  French,  p.  497  ;  Stanly  to  Foster,  p.  498  ;  French  to  Foster, 

p.  505;  Pool  to  Vance,  p.  745. 
Also  Refugees,  Freedmen  and  Abandoned  Lands. 
Employment  of,  as  laborers.     Communications  from 

Dix,  John  A 480,726,739 

French,  Samuel  G 742 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 887,896 

See  also  HallecJc  to  Foster,  p.  659 ;   Wallis  to  Hoffman,  p.  674 ;  Melton  to 

French,  p.  757 ;  Gilmcr  to  Gwynn,  pp.  758,  763 ;  Gilmer  to  Melton,  p. 

761  ;  Barnes  to  Smith,  p.  779;  French  to  Randolph,  p.  742;  Smith  to 

Lee,  p.  786;   Whiting  to  Hill,  pp.  904, 1076  ;  Martin  to  Hill,  p.  1089. 

Insurrection  of  (proposed).     Communications  from 

Davis,  Jefferson 1077 

Lee,  RobertE 1072 

Montgomery,  Augustus  S 1068 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 1067 

Slicer,  George  R.     Mentioned 398 

Slocum,  Henry  W.     Mentioned...! 819 

Small,  Nathaniel  W.     Mentioned 1003 

Smith  B.riggs,  Steamer.     Mentioned 268, 

276. 277, 280, 610, 613, 616, 620, 636, 654, 674, 697 

Smith,  Chandler.     Mentioned 44 

Smith,  E.  Kirby.     Mentioned 856,872,1084,1089 

Smith,  F.  W.     Mentioned 807,860 

Smith,  George  (Lieutenant).     Mentioned 150 

Smith,  George  (Scout).     Mentioned 1022,1023 

.Smith,  Gustavus  W. 

Assignments  to  command 742, 748 

.Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 806, 813, 825, 833, 836 

Elzey,  Arnold 800,802 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 756,761 

JTjfijj.ch,  Samuc  1  G 743, 747-749,  751 , 755, 757, 762, 

'  768,770,777-779,781,788,792,793,803,811,816,824,  840,841,854,  870-872 
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Smith,  Gustavus  W.— Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Joiifis,  John  R 751 

Lee,  Robert  E 768,771,784,786,803,818,882 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 749, 8f>6 

Pryor,  Roger  A 845 

Shingler,  W.  P 742 

•  War  Department,  C.  S 471,742,776,782, 

792,  799, 801, 805,  808,  832, 836, 838, 844, 845, 847, 850, 854,  858,  870,  871,  '878 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 773,780,783,786,789,791, 

794, 802-806, 808, 81(5, 830, 833, 837, 838, 844, 850, 855, 857,  858,  864,  867,  869 

Wise,  Henry  A 795 

For  correspondence  a3  Actg.  Sec.  of  War,  see  War  Department,  C.  S. 

Mentioned .' 107, 

113, 117, 462, 557, 558,  742, 748, 751, 756, 759, 761, 763,  764,  768, 773, 776,  777, 
793, 798, 802, 805-807, 810-812, 814-816, 820, 823-825, 827-829,  633, 834, 839, 
844,  845,  848, 850-853, 856, 860-862,  868,  872,  895, 896, 900, 906, 908, 913, 928 
Reports  of  operations,  Dec.  13-18, 1862,  during  expedition  to  Goldsborough, 

N.  C 106-109 

Staff.     Announcements  of 742 

Smith,  James  G.    Mentioned 91 

Smith,  John  F.     Mentioned 280 

Smith,  Lewis  W.    Mentioned 576, 734, 1094 

Smith,  M.  B.     Mentioned 44 

Smith,  M.  T.     Mentioned 338-340 

Smith,  William  (Mr.).     Mentioned 256 

Smith,  William  (Corporal).     Mentioned 10 

Smith,  W.  H.    Mentioned 764-766 

Smith,  William  F. 

Itinerary  of  9th  Corps.     Transfer  to  Newport  News,  Va.,  Feb.  6-28,  1863. .  .       149 

Mentioned 149, 536-539, 541, 546, 551, 564, 565, 876, 906, 922 

Smith's  Plantation,  Ware  River,  Va.     Expedition  to,  April  1,  18G3.     See 
Yorktown,  Va.    Expedition  from,  April  1,  1863. 

Smoot,  D.  L.     Mentioned 331-333 

Smyth,  William.     Mentioned 360 

Snelling,  F.  G.     Mentioned 512 

Snipes,  T.  B.     Mentioned 170 

Soederquist,  Oscar.     Mentioned 280 

Somerton  Road,  Va.     Skirmish  on  the,  April  13,  1863.     See  April  11-May  4, 

1863.     Siege  of  Suffolk,  Va.     Reports  of 
Corcoran,  Michael.  Foster,  Hobert  S.  Peck,  John  J. 

Sorrel,  G.  Moxley.     Mentioned 896,947,997 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see  James  Lomjstreet. 
South  Atlantic  Coast.    Affairs  on,  generally.     Communications  from  John 

G.  Foster 538 

South  Carolina. 

Operations  in.     Communications  from  G.  T.  Beauregard 1007,1021 

Re-enforcements  for.     Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A , 873 

Beauregard,  G.  T „ 881 

Jjongstreet,  James , 979, 981 

Smith,  Gustavus  W 871 

War  Department,  C,  S :.  867,871,977,979,980,983,1058,1059 

Whiting,  w.  H.  C 871, 872, 980, 9§&  1053 

See  a]so  Notes,  pp.  871,  875;  Lonystreet  to  Sedflon,  p,  996, 
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Pago. 
South  Carolina  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light — Battalions:  Palmetto  ( Batteries ),  B,  C,  866.  Batteries: 
Chesterfield,  142, 145, 324,  332,  333,  1056  ;  German,  917,  995  ;  Macbeth, 
113,115,917;  Palmetto,  2d,  917,995;  Preston's,*  821,  86fi ;  Rhett's[?], 

74. 

Infantry— Battalions  :  7th,  866.     Regiments  :  1st,  5th,  6th,  564  ;  16th,  866  ; 
17th,  113;  22d,  71,79,113;  23d,  113;  24th, 809,  821,833,866;  25th,  74, 
866  ;  Palmetto  Sharpshooters,  564. 
Miscellaneous — Hampton  Legion,  940;  Holcombe  Ltsgion,  113,  751,759, 

764,  793,  795,  798,  920, 975,  994, 1006. 
South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida.     Department  of.     (Confederate.) 

Clingman,  T.  L.,  relieved  from  duty  in 1034 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863:  No.  95, 1034. 
Gouth,  Department  of  the.     (Union.) 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863:  No.  190,  602. 
Re-enforcements  for.     Communications  from 

Dix,  John  A '.  522,530,536 

Foster,  John  G 512, 514,  516, 520, 522, 524, 530, 533 

See  also  .Die  to  Halleck,  p.  529. 

Viele,  Egbert  L.,  assigned  to  duty  in  the 5(57 

Southeastern  Virginia.     Operations  in,  Aug.  20,  1862-June3,  186:?.    Communi 
cations  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A t84 

Causey,  C.  H 978,  993, 1026, 1055, 105* 

Duke,  R.  T.  W 89^ 

Elzey,  Arnold 953 

French,  Samuel  G 948 

Lee,  Robert  E 876,  880, 882,  883,  898,  921, 927, 946, 949, 954, 1024 

Lougstreet,  James 896, 903, 923-926, 946, 948, 950, 958-960, 1057, 1061 

Pryor,  Roger  A 877, 879,  888,  889, 896 

Tabb,  W.  B 886 

War  Department,  C.  S 877, 879, 882,  .U85,  889,  92? 

Wise,  Henry  A 892 

See  also 

Eastern  Shore. 
Gloucester  Peninsula. 
James  River. 
Pamunkey  Peninsula. 
Peninsula,  The. 

Southern  Virginia,  Department  of.t     (Confederate.) 
Confederate  troops  in,  organization,  strength,  etc. 

April  10, 1863 978 

May  10,1863 1056 

May  20, 1863 1067 

Constituted,  and  limits  defined 953 

French,  Samuel  G. 

Assigned  to  command  of 953 

Relieved  from  command  of 1077 

Merged  into  Department  of  North  Carolina 1077 

Orders.  General,  series  1863:  No.  4,1038. 
Orders,  Special,  series  1863  :  Nos.  3,  7,  327. 
Southfield,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 46-48,223,230,243,259,443,613 


'Company  A,  1st  Heavy  Artillery.  t  Formally  constituted  April  1,  1863. 
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South  Quay  Bridge,  Va.    Skirmish  at,  May  1,  1863.    See  report  of  Peck,  p.  274  ; 

'« Record  of  Events,"  p.  271 ;  Itinerary,  p.  298. 

South  Quay  Road,  Va.    Skirmish  on,  April  11, 1863.    See  report  of  Peck,  p.  274. 
Southwest  Creek,  N.  C.     Skirmishes  at,  Dec.  13-14,  1862.     See  Dec.  11-20, 

1862.     Expedition  to  Goldsborougn,  N.  C.     Reports  of 

Cole,  George  "W.  Heckman,  Charles  A.  Smith,  Gustavus  W. 

Evans.  Nathan  G.  Howell,  Joshua  B.  Wessells,  Henry  W. 

Foster,  John  G.  Ledlie,  James  H.  Zabriskie,  Abram. 

Spaulding,  S.  R.,  Steamer.     Mentioned 504,630,631,705,706 

Spear,  Samuel  P. 

Mentioned 16-18,20,35-37,40, 

43,  132-134,  137-139, 199,  277-279,  289, 293,  300,  401, 414,  416,  453,  470, 474, 
483-485, 507, 509, 510, 513, 550, 551, 553, 560, 563, 576, 653, 710, 735, 941, 1094 
Reports  of 

Blackwater,  Va.     Expedition  toward  the,  Jan.  8-10, 1863 125 

Deserted  House,  Va.     Engagement  at,  Jan.  30,  1863 140 

Franklin,  Va.     Skirmish  near,  March  17,  1863 . . . , 200 

Spence,  Alexander.     Mentioned '568 

Spencer,  John  A.     Mentioned 134, 139 

Spinks,  Jackson  C.     Mentioned 44 

Spinola,  Francis  B. 

Assignments  to  command 733 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  John  G 668, 733 

Palmer,  Innis  N + 248, 251 

Wessells,  Henry  W 252,253 

Itinerary  of  1st  Brigade,  5th  Division,  18th  Array  Corps,  siege  of  Washing 
ton",  N.  C.,  March  31-April  21, 1863 254 

Mentioned 123,167,172,173,176,216, 

219,  224,  228, 229, 233-235, 237, 254,  468, 485, 486, 488,  491, 494, 496, 497, 499, 
505,  548,  578,  584,  589,  590,  594,  599,  617,  622, 646, 669,  679, 737, 1023, 1054 
Reports  of 

Blouht's  Creek,  N.  C.     Action  at,  April  9, 1863 245 

Swift  Creek  Village,  N.  C.     Expeditions  to,  April  13-21, 1863 246, 252 

Washington,  N.  C.     Operations  during  siege  of. 

April  1-4, 1863 240 

April  8-9,  1863 244,247 

Spittle,  William.    Mentioned 321,322 

Sprague,  Augustus  B.  R. 

Correspondence  with  John  G.  Foster 560 

Mentioned 170,172,468,500,577,736 

Reports  of 

Goldshorough,  N.  C.    Expedition  to,  Dec.  11-20,  1862 81 

New  Berne,  N.  C. 

Expedition  from,  March  6-10,  1863 176 

Reconnaissance  from,  Jan.  17-21,  1863 129 

Sprague,  William.     Mentioned 461 

Sprinkle,  Hugh.     Mentioned 880 

S.  R.  Spaulding,  Steamer.     Mentioned 504, 630, 631, 705, 706 

Stackpole,  J.  L.     Mentioned 512 

Stacy,  Joshua  T.     Mentioned 552 

Stager,  Anson.     Correspondence  with  John  A.  Dix 483 

Stahl,  William  H.     Mentioned 735 

Stanly,  Ed. 

Correspondence  with  John  G.  Foster 182,  498, 525 

Mentioned 157,449,497,498,505,506,826,905,986 
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Stanton,  Edwin  M.     Mentioned 394,395, 

401, 402, 407, 410, 414,  417-420,  430, 433, 435, 438, 440,  444, 445,  448, 
450-454, 469, 473, 480,  508,  521, 570, 587, 650,  651, 659, 711,  718,  731 
For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department,  U.  S. 

Stark,  A.  W.     Mentioned 920 

Starr,  J.  B.     Mentioned 120, 121 , 865, 971 

State  of  Maine,  Steamer.     Mentioned 387 

Stedman,  Griffin  A.,  jr. 

Mentioned 313,575,735 

Reports  of 

Providence  Church  Road,  Va.     Reconnaissance  on  the,  May  3, 1863 315 

Suffolk,  Va.     Operations  during  siege  of,  April  11-30,  1863 315 

Stepping  Stones,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 271, 

276, 304, 305, 314, 317, 510,  661, 666, 697, 702 
Stepping  Stones,  U.  S.  S.,  Comdg.  Officer.     Correspondence  with  S.  P.  Lee.      510 

Stetson,  Abisha.     Mentioned 148, 206 

Stetzel,  George.     Mentioned 18, 123, 140, 558 

Steuart,  George  H. 

Assignments  to  command 1070 

Mentioned 1070 

Stevens,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 955 

Stevens,  Aaron  F.     Mentioned 307, 312.  315, 575, 735 

Stevens,  Clement  H.     Mentioned 801, 821,  828, 857, 896 

Stevens,  Hazard.     Mentioned ,  276, 308, 313 

Stevens,  "Walter  H. 

Correspondence  with  Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 884 

Mentioned 109,110,869,885,1009 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  16-17, 1862,  expedition  to  Goldsborough,  N.  C-.       110 

Stevenson,  Captain.     Mentioned 354 

Stevenson,  John  S.     Mentioned 735 

Stevenson,  R.  H.     Mentioned 83 

Stevenson,  Thomas  G. 

Mentioned 21,  22, 54, 56,  85,  378,  402,  411 ,  468, 500,  548, 599,  679, 700 

Reports  of 

Goldsborough,  N   C.     Expedition  to,  Dec.  11-20, 1862 82 

New  Berne,  N.  C.     Expedition  from,  Nov.  1-12, 1862 22 

Stewart,  Andrew.     Mentioned 97, 104 

Stewart,  Charles  H.     Mentioned f*7ri 

Stewart,  Charles  S.     Mentioned 280, 707,  718, 7fcO 

Stewart,  James,  jr.     Mentioned 95 

Stirling,  Charles  R.     Mentioned 280 

Stone,  Surgeon.     Mentioned  , 424 

Stone,  Henry  M.     Mentioned 66,173,246,252,501 

Stone,  J.  M.     Mentioned 802 

Stonemaii,  George.     Mentioned 701,706,708,1018,1024,1029,1058 

Stoneman's  Raid.     April  29-May  7,  1863.     Communications  from 

Dix,  John  A 684,689,702,730 

Hooker,  Joseph 683,721,730,732 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 687,689,701,730 

Kilpatrick,  Judsou 707,  710, 721 

King,  Rufus 706,708 

Longstreet,  James 1 046, 1051 

Peck,  John  J 684 

Pettigrcw,  J.  J 1044 
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Stoneman's  Raid.     April  29-May7, 1863 — Continued.     Communications  from 

War  Department,  C.  S 1039 

War  Department,  U.  S 708 

See  also 

May        3,  1863.  Ashland  and  Hanover  Station,  Fa.     Skirmishes  at. 

4-  5,  1863.  Hungary    Station,    TunstalVs    Station,    Hanovertown 
.  *  Ferry,  and  AyletVs,  Fa.     Skirmishes  at. 

Also  Dix  to  Halleck,  p.  704  ;  Longstreet  to  Hill,  p.  1047. 
Also  Note,  p.  1036. 

Storer,  Jacob  J.     Mentioned 316,320 

Strattoii,  Franklin  A. 
Correspondence  with 

Dix,  John  A 689 

Peck,  John  J 693 

Roberts,  W.  De wees 693 

Viele,  Egbert  L 350 

Mentioned 36,  37, 126, 199, 200,  202, 203,  271, 276, 277,  280, 285, 356, 358, 

524,  528,  530,  539,  542, 626, 639,  644,  650,  6-r>2,  654, 657,  658, 663, 689, 699,  722 
Stribling,  Robert  M. 

Correspondence  with  L.  M.  Shnmaker 328 

Mentioned 325,  326,  328,  331-335, 989 

Report  of  capture  of  Battery  Huger,  Va.,  April  19,  1863 336 

Striiigham,  S.H.    Mentioned 437 

Strong,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 7 

Strong,  Edward  N.     Mentioned 512 

Strong,  James  H.     Mentioned 512 

Strong,  R.  P.     Mentioned 273,  274, 280 

Stroup,  Private.     Mentioned 19 

Stuart,  J.  E.  B.     Mentioned 39, 

341,  520, 815, 817, 818, 936,  996, 1018, 1024, 1029, 1048, 1071 
Studley,  John  M. 

Correspondence  with  John  G.  Foster 564 

Mentioned 129,560 

Sturdivant,  N.  A.     Mentioned 750,788 

Sturgis,  Russell,  jr.     Mentioned 349, 350 

Sturgis,  Samuel  D.     Mentioned 562-565 

Subsistence  Department,  C.  S.  A.     Correspondence  with 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 764,769 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 940 

Subsistence  Stores.     Supplies  of.     See  Munitions  of  War. 
Suffolk,  Va. 

Engagement  near,  Jan.  30,  1863.     See  Deserted  House,  Fa. 
Evacuation  of,  by  Union  forces,  July  3,  1863.     Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 712,717,  718 

Barnard,  John  G 712 

Cullurn,  George  W 712 

Dix,  John  A 711,718 

Totten,  J.  G 712 

Expedition  from,  Sept.  2-3, 1862.     Report  of  John  A.  Dix 4 

Operations  about,  Nov.  12-14,  1862.     Report  of  John  J.  Peck 31 

Reconnaissance  from,  March  7-9,  1863. 
Communications  from 

Dix,  John  A 555 

Peck,  John  J 555 

Report  of  Charles  C.  Dodge... 179 
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Suffolk,  Va.— Continued. 

Siege  of,  April  11-May  4,  1863. 

Casualties.     Keturns  of.     Union  troops 286-288 

Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 595, 682 

Baylor,  T.  G 1..  664,672 

Davis,  Jefferson 976,1009 

Davis,  Josepli  R 993 

Dix,  John  A 285, 

603,  608, 610, 611,  613-616,  619,  621, 625, 626, 628, 630, 632, 633, 635-637, 639, 
642, 645, 653, 655, 657-659, 663, 664, 667, 671, 682, 685-689, 691, 692, 701 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 330,977,1008 

French,  Samuel  G 991, 

993, 995, 1000, 1010, 1015, 1016, 1018, 1025, 1033, 1038, 1042, 1043 

Hood,  J.  B 1042 

Hooker,  Josepli 606,679,683,684,691,692 

Jenkins,  M 1 963 

Johnson,  A.  B 664 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 595-599,601,603,604 

Lamson,  R.  H 642 

Lee,  John  C   610 

Lee,  RobertE 906,966,974,996,1009 

Lee,  S.  P 611,615,616,618,621,634,635,639,642-644,651,660,694,702 

Lougstreet,  James 910, 944, 

958,  959,  962, 963, 968, 969, 973, 977, 988-990, 99G-999, 1001-1004, 1009, 
1010,  1014-1016,  1020,  1021,  1025,  1026,  1031,  1033,  1037-1042,  1044 

Milligan,  J.  F 1003 

Myers,  Charles  D 997 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 976 

Peck,  John  J ., 597, 

599,  600,  603,  605-607,  610,  614-617,  619,  620,  625-628,  632-635,  637,  639, 
641,644,650,653-655,658,663,  664,667,672,  683-685,687,689,690,  692,699 

Pickett,  George  E 967 

Stratton,  .Franklin  A 689 

VanBuren,  D.  T 599 

War  Department,  C.  S 967, 976, 977, 998 

See  also  Eeijes  to  Halleck,  p.  604 ;  Dlx  to  Foster,  p.  667  ;  Longstreet  to  Lee, 
p.  040;  .Lee  to  Longstreet,  p.  942;  Longstreet  to  Hill,  p.  964. 

Congratulatory  orders.     (Dix)  270 

Co-operation  of 

Navy,  C.  S.,  with  Army 907, 

010, 944: 950, 959, 967, 968, 974, 976, 977, 996-999, 1008, 1009 

Navy,  U.  S.,  with  Army 268-271, 275- 

280, 303-307, 309-311,  317-339, 580, 597, 600, 603, 607, 610, 611, 615-621, 625, 
626,  634-637,  639,  049-645,650,651,660-663,672,685,686,694,695,702-704 

Extracts  from 

Philadelphia  Inquirer 282 

Richmond  Examiner 284 

Richmond  Sentinel » 633 

Itineraries  of 

Murphy's  brigade,  1st  Division,  7th  Corps,  April  9-May  3, 1863 296 

Terry's  brigade,  1st  Division,  7th  Corps  April  11-30,  1863 292 

Wardrop's  Reserve  Brigade,  April  24-May  1,  1863 298 

" Record  of  Events."     Dnpartment  of  Virginia 271 
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Suffolk,  Va.— Continued. 

Siege  of,  April  11-May  4,  1863. 
Keports  of 

Corcoran,  Michael 288, 290 

Crosby,  Hiram  B.,  May  3, 1863 321 

Davis,  Charles  L 272 

Dix,  John  A 268, 269 

Dodge,  Charles  C 299 

Button,  Arthur  H 316 

Fairchild,  Harrison  S 308 

Foster,  Robert  S 293 

French,  Samuel  G 329 

Getty,  George  W 301 

Gordon,  George  II.,  May  1-4, 1863 323 

Harland,  Edward 312 

Lamson,  R.  H 662 

McConihe,  John,  April  17-May  4, 1863 295 

McEvily,  William 298 

Pease,  William  R.,  April  19-May  4, 1863 309-311 

Peck,  John  J 274,281,284 

Stedmau,  Griffin  A.,  jr.,  April  11-30,1863 315 

See  also 

April  15,  1863.  Edenton  Road     Skirmish  on  the. 
19,  1863.  Battery  Huger      Capture  of. 
23,  1863.  Clmckatuck.    Affair  at. 
,  24,  1863.  Edenton  Road.     Skirmish  on  the. 

May      3,  1863.  Providence  Church  Jtoad.     Reconnaissance  on  the. 
Skirmish  near,  Dec.  28, 1862. 

Communications  from  John  A.  Dix 496 

Report  of  Orris  S.  Ferry 123 

Third  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps,  transferred  to 3,  558,  562 

Sullivan,  Captain.     Mentioned 280 

Suydam,  C.  C.    Mentioned 360,  361 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see  Erasmus  D.  Keyes. 

Swan,  Steamer.     Mentioned 277,  305,  659 

Swan  Quarter,  N.  C. 

Expedition  to,  March  1-6,  1863.     Report  of  Colin  Richardson 157 

Skirmish  near,  March  4,  1863.    See  Sivan  Quarter,  N.   C.     Expedition  to, 

March  1-6,  1863. 

Swansborough,  N.  C.    Expedition  to,  March  9,  1863.     See  Xew  Berne,  N.  C. 
Expedition  from,  March  6-10,  1863. 

Sweeny,  Talbot.     Mentioned 629,995 

Swift  Creek  Village,  N.  C.     Expedition  to,  April  13-21,  1863. 

Communications  from  Henry  W.  Wessells 252, 253 

Report  of  Francis  B.  Spinola 246, 252 

See  also  Itinerary  1st  Brigade,  5th  Division,  18th  Army  Corps,  p.  254. 

Swindell,  Edward  S.     Mentioned 988 

Sylvan  Shore,  Steamer.     Mentioned 240,241 

Tabb,  William  B. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  A.  Wise 886 

Mentioned 152,153,206,207,877,920,976,994 

Reports  of 

Olive  Branch  Church,  Va.     Skirmish  at,  Feb.  7,  1863 215 

Williamsburg,  Va.     Skirmish  at,  March  29, 1863 207 
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Taliaferro,  V.  H.    Mentioned 142,179 

Tallmadge,  Grier.     Mentioned 480 

Tamblyn,  W.     Mentioned 273-275/280 

Taiisill,  Robert.    Mentioned.. 922 

Tappaii,  Lewis  W.,  jr.     Mentioned 349 

Tatum,  George  M.    Mentioned 198 

Taylor,  Alexander  W. 

Mentioned 9G 

Report  of  engagement  at  Kinstou,  N.  C.,  Dec.  14, 1862 103 

Taylor,  David  A. 

Mentioned 158,185 

Reports  of 

Anderson,  Fort,  N.  C.     Attack  on,  March  14,  1863 184 

Goldsborough,  N.  C.     Expedition  to,  Dec.  11-20,  1862.. 61 

New  Berne,  N.  C.     Expedition  from,  March  6-10,  1863..- , 170 

Washington,  N.  C.     Siege  of,  and  pursuit  of  Confederate  forces,  March 

30-April  20,  1863 217 

Taylor,  D.  L.     Mentioned 512 

Taylor,  O.  F.     Mentioned 799,800 

Taylor,  Joseph  P.     Mentioned 492 

Taylor,  Rowley  P.     Mentioned 135 

Taylor,  W.  H.     For  correspondence  as  Asst.  Adj.  Gen.,  see  Robert  E.  Lee. 

Teazer,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 626 

Terrell,  L.  R.     Mentioned 338,339 

Terry,  Henry  D. 

Assignments  to  command 494 

Itinerary  of  1st  Brigade,  1st  Division,  7th  Corps.     Siege  of  Suffolk,  Va., 

April  11-30,  1863 292 

Mentioned k 272, 

273, 276, 277, 279, 286, 299, 312, 494, 575, 590, 592, 593, 676, 677, 734, 1093 
Tevis,  Charles  Carroll. 

Mentioned 261,343 

Report  of  reconnaissance  to  vicinity  of  Hickory  Forks,  Va.,  April  12, 1863.       341 

Tew,  Charles  F.     Mentioned 26,27,29,30 

Tew,  George  W.     Mentioned 215,468,500 

Thayer,  A.  M.     Mentioned 273-275,280,307 

Thomas  A.  Morgan,  Steamer.     Mentioned 544, 545, 592 

Thomas  Colyer,  Steamer.     Mentioned 240, 241, 618, 640, 646 

Thomas,  Charles  W.     Mentioned 444,448,490,511,541,589,738,739 

Thomas,  George  W.     Mentioned 64 

Thomas,  Lorenzo.     Mentioned 388, 473, 716, 717 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A. 

Thomas,  W.  H.     Mentioned 811 

Thompson,  Mr.     Mentioned 725 

Thompson.  George  S.     Mentioned 100 

Thompson,  Lewis.     Mentioned 745, 747 

Thompson,  W.  B.     Mentioned 758,759 

Thompson's  Bridge,  N.  C.     Skirmish  at,  Dec.  17,  1862.     Report  of  Jeptha 

Garrard 69 

See  also  Dec.  11-20, 1862.  Expedition  to  Goldsborough,  N.  C.     Reports  of 
Foster,  John  G.  Ledlie,  James  H.  Smith,  Gnstavns  W. 

Thorburn,  C.  E.     Mentioned 866 

Thorp,  Thomas  J.     Mentioned 132,134,137,139,280 

Thrupp,  Arthur  T.    'Mentioned 738 
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Timothy,  Cornelius.     Mentioned 198 

Titus,  Samuel  N.     Mentioned 356,358,722 

Tolles,  Samuel.     Mentioned 575 

Tomlin,  Robert.     Mentioned 261 

Tompkins,  William  D.     Mentioned 3-10 

Toner,  John  J.     Mentioned 261,341 

Toombs,  Robert.     Mentioned 915, 917 

Torpedoes.     Use  of,  as  means  of  warfare.     Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 743 

Rains,  G.  J 1082 

War  Department,  C.  S 1082 

See  also  Whiting  to  Hill,  p.  1022. 
Totten,  Joseph  G. 

Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarters...* 712 

Mentioned 712, 829 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Engineer  Department,  U.  S.  A. 

Townley,  Jonathan.     Mentioned 95 

Towns,  Randolph.     Mentioned 953,1059,1060 

Townsend,  Robert.     Mentioned 688 

Tracey,  John,  jr.     Mentioned 134,138 

Trade  and  Intercourse. 
Communications  from 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A 580 

Army  Headquarters 392 

Busteed,  Richard 204 

Dix,  John  A 205,456,523,531,535 

Jones,  J.  Richter 529 

Lee,  S.  P 522,523,535 

Lincoln,  Abraham .• 572 

Peck,  John  J 639 

Prince,  Henry 682 

Shenk,  R.  W 429 

Smith,  Gustavus  W 777 

Treasury  Department,  U.  S 429 

War  Department,  C.  S 951 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 938-940 

See  also  Peck  to  Dix,  p.  540;  Dix  to  Peck,,  p.  541.    Also  Blockade. 

Orders  of  War  Department,  U.  S 580 

Proclamation  of  Abraham  Lincoln 572 

Transportation.     (Railroad  and  Water.)     Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 490,619,620 

Beauregard,  G.  T 813 

Dix,  John  A 465,487,490,492,502,504,511,619 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 825,952 

Ferry,  O.  S 487 

Foster,  John  G 516, 533, 541 

Harvie,  Lewis  E 951 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D '. 591,592 

Naglee,  Henry  M 501 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 875 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 779,912 

Pettigrew,  J.  J 744 

Wadley,  W.  M 874 

War  Department,  C.  S 813,873 
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Transportation.     (Railroad  and  Water)— Continued. 
See  also 

May  12-26,  1863.  Seaboard  and  Eoanoke  E.  E.     Operations  on  the. 

15-28,  1863.  Norfolk  and  Petersburg  R.  E.     Op&ralions  on  the. 
Also  Palmer  to  Foster,  p.  584  ;   Whiting  to  Smith,  p.  780 ;  Smith  to  Sed- 
don,  p.  858;  Longstreet  to  Hill,  p.  902. 

Treadwell,  C.  H.    Mentioned 274 

Treasury  Department,  U.  S.     Correspondence  with 

Dix,  John  A 398,445,450,451 

Shenk,  R.  W. 429 

War  Department,  U.  S 429 

Trenton,  N.  C. 

Expedition  to,  March  6-7,  1863.     See  New  Berne,  N.  C.     Expedition  from, 

March  6-10,  1863. 
Reconnaissance  to,  Jan.  18,  1863.     See  New  Berne,  N.  C.    Reconnaissance 

from,  Jan.  17-21,  1863. 
Trent  Road,  N.  C.     Reconnaissance  on  the,  Jan.  27-28,  1863.     Report  of  J. 

Richter  Jones 131 

Trigg,  Robert  C.     Mentioned 142,  145,  807 

Trowbridge,  James  L.     Mentioned 321,  322 

Troxel,  Elias  S.     Mentioned 188,224,242 

Tucker,  Captain.     Mentioned 424 

Tucker,  John.    Mentioned 409 

!\>r  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department,  U.  S. 

Tuiistall's  Station,  Va.     Skirmish  at,  May  4,  1863.     See  Keijes  to  Dix,  p.  701. 
Tuttle,  W.  W. 

Correspondence  with  James  C.  Slaght 527 

Mentioned 526 

Statement  of 526 

Tyler,  George  O.     Mentioned •. 80 

Tyndale,  Hector. 

Assignments  to  command 740 

Mentioned 740 

Tyson,  Josiah.     Mentioned 170 

Uncle  Ben,  Steamer.     Mentioned 416 

Underwriter,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 602 

Union  Troops. 

Casualties.     Returns  of. 

Deserted  House,  Va.     Engagement  at,  Jan.  30,  1863 1 35 

Goldsborough,  N.  C.     Expedition  to,  Dec.  11-20,  1862 .      60 

Kinston,  N.  C.     Demonstration  upon,  May  20-23,  1863 363 

Suffolk,  Va.     Siege  of,  April  11-May  4,  1863 286-283 

Washington,  N.  C.     Siege  of,  etc.,  March  30-April  16,  18C3 217 

Mentioned.     (Regulars.) 

Artillery,  Light— Regiments :  1st  (Batteries),  C,  469,  471,  472,  501,  549, 
578, 679, 737  ;  4th  (Batteries),  D,  17, 18,  20, 132, 135, 136, 139, 288, 295,  377, 
468,  483,  487,  576,  677,  735,  1094 ;  L,  35,  37,  125,  288,  305,  306,  313,  377, 
468,  483,  487,  576,  677,  735,  1094  ;  5th  (Batteries),  A,  287,  303,  305,  318, 
570,575,  676,  735;  5th  (Batteries),  M,  487,  576,  677,  734,  1094. 

For  Volunteers,  see  respective  States. 
Organization,  strength,  etc. 

North  Carolina,  Department  of 378, 

411, 468,  469, 500,  501, 533, 547-549, 576-578, 678,  679, 736-738 

Virginia,  Department  of 376,  377, 384,  385, 396,  4ll, 

467, 468, 486, 487, 497, 499,  532,  546,  574-576,  675-677,  733-736,  1093,  1094 
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Union  Troops— Continued. 

Recruitment,  organization,  etc.     Communications  from 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A „ 492 

Dix,  John  A 606,672 

Foster,  John  G 472 

Peck,  John  J 472,671 

Wessells,  Henry  W 598 

See  also  Colored  Troops. 

Upham,  Charles  L.     Mentioned 313,735 

Upshur,  C.  Littleton.     Mentioned 876 

Vaiden,  Judith.     Mentioned 799, 801 

Vaiden,  Victoria.     Mentioned 801 

Vallee,  John  F.     Mentioned 293,310,317,576,734 

Valley  City,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 146, 355, 391 

Van  Alen,  James  H. 

Assignments  to  command 427 

Mentioned 374, 377, 427 

Van  Buren,  D.  T. 

Correspondence  with  John  A.  Dix 585 

Mentioned 542,543 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  A.  Dix;  also  Erasmus  D.  Keyes. 

Vance,  Zebuloii  B.     Mentioned 107, 

441, 447, 457,  752, 753, 769, 777, 779,  782, 789, 792,  803,  819,  823,  832, 842,  854, 
855,  860,  861,  874,  880,  888,  896,  928,  935,  937,  1053, 1065, 1072, 1073, 1077 
For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  North  Carolina,  Governor  of. 

Van  Heusen,  Stephen.     Mentioned 67 

Van  Ness,  William  W.    Mentioned 565 

Van  Wyck,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 738 

Vaughan,  W.  R.     Mentioned 341 

Vaughn,  Augustus  D.     Mentioned 295 

Vaun,  George.     Mentioned , 198 

Veiiable,  S.  W.     Mentioned 874 

Vermont  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Infantry— Regiments :  9th,  272, 287, 299, 302-305, 317, 318, 359, 625, 677, 735. 
Vessels.     See  Naval  Vessels. 

Vezin,  H.  A.     Mentioned 130 

Victoria,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 423 

Viele,  Egbert  L. 

Assignments  to  command 567 

Correspondence  with 

Dix,  John  A 356,  384,  404,  001,  502, 542, 568, 611,  615 

Peck,  John  J 542,614,620,627,654,722 

Stratton,  Franklin  A 356 

Mentioned 275, 279,  356,  376,  377, 384,  393,  404,  405,  408, 409, 411, 412, 

417,  421, 423,  427,  467, 468, 474,  486,  494,  499,  519,  520;  523, 531, 532, 535, 542, 
546,  567,  568, 570, 574,  575, 580, 583, 595, 615, 626, 675,  677, 712, 733,  735, 1093 

Virginia,  C.  S.  S.     (Merrimac,No.  1.)    Mentioned 385,416 

Virginia. 

Military  departments  embracing 748,953,1077 

Militia.     Communications  from 

Virginia,  Adjutant-General  of 835 

Virginia,  Governor  of 834 

War  Department,  C.  S : 827, 840 

Operations  in,  Aug.  20,  1862-Juue  3.  1863.     See 
Northern  Virginia. 
Southeastern  Virginia. 
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Virginia,  Adjutant-General  of. 

Correspondence  with  Virginia,  Governor  of « 834 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863  :  Jan.  9,  835. 
Virginia,  Department  of.     (Union.) 

Affairs  in,  generally.     Communications  from 

•     Army  Headquarters ...  482,570 

Dix,  John  A 388,  389,  395,  396,  435, 458, 462,  488, 563, 568, 582, 667 

Key es,  Erasmus  D 586, 587, 609 

Lincoln.  A 458 

Bolles,  John  A.,  appointed  "  Provost- Judge  "  to  try  cases  in 503 

Busteed,  Richard,  assigned  to  duty  in 482 

Uix,  John  A.,  resumes  command  of 609 

Gordon,  George  H.,  assigned  to  duty  in 659 

Keyes ,  Erasmus  D.,  assumes  temporary  command  of 586 

Mansfield,  J.  K.  F.,  relieved  from  duty  in 387 

Newbould,  Mr.,  expelled  from 545 

Orders,  General,  series  1862 :  No.  6,  503.     Corps  :  7th,  No.  19,  12. 
Orders,  General,  series  1863 :  Corps  :  7th,  No.  13, 543 ;  No.  32,  27Q.     April 
6,  586. 

Provisional  court  established.     Orders  of  John  A.  Dix 503 

"  Record  of  Events"  during  siege  of  Suffolk,  Va.,  April  11-May  4, 1863 271 

Re-enforcements  for.     Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 388, 

389, 392, 393, 401, 466, 534, 536, 608, 613, 619, 620, 624, 637, 660, 679 

Dix,  John  A 390, 392, 494, 508, 515, 536, 619, 621, 624-626, 671 

Heintzelman,  S.  P 608 

Terry,  Henry  D.,  assigned  to  duty  in 494 

Transfer  of  9th  Army  Corps  to 2, 149,  534, 536, 876, 877, 879, 888, 889,  896 

Tyndale,  Hector,  assigned  to  duty  in 740 

Union  troops  in.     Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Aug.  31,  1862 376,377 

Sept.  5,  1862 384,385 

Sept.  20,1862 396 

Sept.  30,  1862 411 

Nov.  30,  1862 467,468 

Dec.  20,  1862 486,487 

Dec.  30,  1862 497 

Dec.  31,  1862 499 

Jan.  31,  1863 532,1093,1094 

Feb.  28,  1863 546 

March  27,  1863  (3d  Division,  9th  Army  Corps) 570 

March  31,  1863 574-576 

April  30,  1863 675-677 

May  31,  1863 733-736 

Viele,  Egbert  L.,  relieved  from  duty  in 567 

Wistar,  Isaac  J.,  assigned  to  duty  in 686 

Virginia,  Governor  of.     Correspondence  with 

Elzey,  Arnold 978 

Virginia,  Adjutant-General  of 834 

War  Department,  C.  S 827,834,977 

Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  Department  of.*     (Confederate.) 
Affairs  in,  generally.     Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 861,895,914 

Davis,  Jefferson 891 

*  Geographical  command  of  Smith,  afterward  Longstreet. 
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Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  Department  of.    (Confederate)— Continued. 
Affairs  in,  generally.     Communications  from 

French,  Samuel  G 864 

Hill,  D.  H 890 

Lee,  RobertE 817-819,856,911 

Longstreet,  James 930 

Smith,  Gustavus  W 786,872 

War  Department,  C.  S 814,861,891 

Confederate  troops  in.     Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Sept.  30,  1862 750,751 

Oct.  20,  1862 759 

Oct.  31,  1862 764 

Nov.  30,  1862 788 

Dec.  10,  1862 793 

Jan.  31,  1863 865 

Feb.  20,  1863 888 

Feb.  28,  1863 900 

March  1,  1863 901 

March  9,  1863 915 

March  10,  1863 916,917 

March  19,  1863 929 

March  20,  1863 930 

Constituted,  and  limits  defined 748 

French,  Samuel  G. 

Assigned  to  ami  assumes  command 861,  864 

Temporarily  assigned  to  command  of  artillery  serving  on  the  Black- 
water  , 988 

Orders,  Circulars,  series  1862 :  Dec.  12,  794. 
Orders,  General,  series  1862:  No.  15,  794. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863:  April  14,988;  May  2,  1038;  May  4,  1045 ; 
No.  39,  909;  (French)  No.  2,  995. 

Longstreet,  James,  assigned  to  and  assumes  command  of 895,  896 

Pickett,  George  E.,  assigned  to  duty  in 889 

Re-enforcements  for.     Communications  from 

Beauregard,  G.  T 813 

Cliugrnan,  T.  L 852 

Davis,  Jefferson 770,823,848 

French,  Samuel  G 822,823 

Lee,  RobertE 801,812,817-819,825 

Smith,  Gustavus  W 768,838,847 

War  Department.  C.  S 801,810-812 

See  also  Smith  1o  Lee,  p.  786;  Notes,  p.  871. 

Smith,  Gustavus  W.,  assigned  to  command  of 748 

Subdivisions  of.     See 

North  Carolina,  Department  of. 
Richmond,  Department  of. 
Southern  Virginia,  Department  of. 
Virginia  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy— Regiments  :  4th,  920,  995. 

Artillery,  Light— Battalions :  12th,  1056, 1067.  Batteries :  Alexandria,  331, 
333,  1001,  1069,  1076;  ArmisteacTs,  920;  Blount's,  995;  Branch's,  917; 
Dabney's,  787,  807,  997,  1076 ;  Fauquier,  279,  324,  325,  328,  329,  331-338, 
989,  995, 1001, 1004, 1009,  1014  ;  French's,  920  ;  Hampden,  335,  995 ;  Mar 
tin's,  142,  145,  331 ;  Norfolk  Blues,  787 ;  Petersburg  Rocket,  17,  19, 
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Virginia  Troops.     Mentioned — Continued. 

Artillery,  Light— Batteries:  Petersburg  Rocket  (continued),  35,  36,  42; 
Richmond  Fayette,  334,  995 ;  Stauiiton  Hill,  866,  917 ;  Sturdivant's, 
900,  916,  917,  930,  978;  Wright's,  142,  145;  Wyatt's,  190,  191.  Regi 
ments  :  1st,  *  900,  916,  917,  930,  978,  1067. 

Ciivulry—Batta/ions :  27th,  142,  807  ;  32d,  795,  798, 800,  920,  975, 1006 ;  40th, 
341,1059,1070.  Companies:  Barham's,  1038,1039.  Regiments:  5th,  341, 
1006;  9th,  342;  10th,  795,  920,  976,  1006,  1019;  13th,  751,  759,  764,  787, 
845  ;  15th,  749,  752,  759, 764,  787,  845. 

Infantry— Battalions :  City,  684, 1059;  2d,  Local  Defense  (#.  M.Dept.),WV2', 
4th,  Local  Defense  (Naval),  1092;  5th,  Local  Defense  (Arsenal),  1092. 
Companies:  Confederate  Guard,  900,  916,  917,930;  Hargrove  Blues, t 
900,  916,  917,  930,  978.  Regiments:  1st,  929;  5th,  658;  8th,  215  ;  14th, 
340;  17th,  289;  26th,  920,  995;  29th,  341,807,  900,916,917,930 ;  32d,978, 
1067 ;  46th,  208,  342, 343, 892,  920, 1019 ;  50th,  142, 145,  519, 807  ;  54th,  142, 
145,807;  57th,  929;  59th,  207,208,209,  920,995, 1019  ;  61st,  751,  759,  764, 
787,  845  ;  63d,,  142, 145,  807. 

Militia— Regiments:  18th,  22d,  26th,  31st,  39th,  42d,  43d,  49th,  50th, 
53d,  63d,  64th,  66th,  69th,  73d,  83d,  84th,  96th,  98th,  101st,  110th, 
117th,  156th,  168th,  172d,  195th,  835. 

Voliva,  Thomas.     Mentioned 181 

Voorhees,  B.  F.     Mentioned 433 

Voris,  Alvin  C.     Mentioned 577,738 

Vought,  Philip  G.     Mentioned , 737 

Wadley,  William  M. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 874 

Mentioned 859,873 

Wadsworth,  James  S.     Mentioned 4U9 

Wageley,  Louis.     Mentioned 2(5,  30 

"Wager,  Peter  H.     Mentioned 622,  651, 652, 995 

Waldroii,  S.  W.,  jr.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Henry  Prince. 
Wale's  Head,  N.  C.     Destruction  of  Salt-Works  at,  Feb.  2,  1863.     Keporfc  of 

Francis  E.  Porter 148 

Wales,  Thomas  B.,  jr.     Mentioned 350 

Walker,  George  H.     Mentioned 257,258 

Walker,  H.  H.     Mentioned 749,  802, 1059 

Walker,  H.  P.     Correspondence  with  W.  H.  C.  Whiting 1056 

Walker,  Lindsay  R.     Mentioned 762 

Walker,  W.  S.     Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1013 

Wall,  Richard.     Mentioned 90 

Wallace,  G.  A. 

Mentioned 207 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Williams!) urg,  Va.,  March  29,  1863 208 

Waller,  Richard  P.     Mentioned 1092 

Wallick,  William  F.  M.     Mentioned 2(J4 

Wallis,  J.  W.     Correspondence  wit  h  John  G.  Foster 674 

Walton,  J.  B.     Mentioned 8.  6 

Walton,  Thomas.     Mentioned 896 

War  Department,  C.  S.     Correspondence  with 

Baird,  E.  R 1091 

Beanregard,  G.  T 799,  811-813, 816, 822, 1012, 1013, 1017 

Campbell,  J.  A 1082 

Davis,  Jeftersou 803,  823,  834,  848,  860, 870,  891,  976, 1009, 1015, 1053, 1081, 1082 


Four  batteries  serving  at  Petersburg,  Va.  t  Originally  Company  I,  12th  Virginia  Infantry. 
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War  Department,  C.  S.     Correspondence  with — Continued. 

Donelsou,  D.  S 958 

Elliott,  Gilbert 853 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 330,813,952,977,1008 

French,  Samuel  G 45,  144,  742,  822,  823,  826,  867,  874, 1042 

Hall,  E.  D 1091 

Harvie,  Lewis  E 9.",! 

Hill,  D.  H.  861, 890, 983, 1005, 1016, 1047, 1048, 1050, 1052, 1053, 1059, 1076, 1079, 1092 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1082 

Jones,  Samuel 935, 936 

Lee,  Robert  E 801 ,  802,  805,  810, 812, 814,  817,  819,  825,  844-846, 

851,876,877,879,880,  882,889,  974,  998,  1009,  1017,1066,1072,  1090,  1092 

Lee,  W.  H.  F 1045 

Longstreet,  James 326,  910,  967, 970,  972, 

977, 979, 981, 983, 996, 998, 1002, 1014, 1015, 1025, 1039, 1042, 1045, 1050, 1051 

Lynch,  W.  F 789,858 

Martin,  J.  G 752 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 976,1023 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 779,792, 

821,  822,  827,  831,  840,851,873,895,897,902,909,  934,957,1026,1027,1045 

Pry  or,  Roger  A 877,  879,  885,  888, 889 

Quartermaster-General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 107 

Smith,  Gustavus  W 471,742,776,782, 

792, 799, 801, 805, 808, 832, 836,  838, 844, 845, 847, 850, 854,  858, 870,  871,  878 

Virginia,  Governor  of 827,834,977 

Wadley,  W.  M 874 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C. 774,781,782,862,867,872,875,892,897,' 

899, 904, 912, 938, 939, 951, 962, 971,  977, 980, 983, 988, 1005,  1024, 1058, 1081 
War  Department,  U.  S. 
Correspondence  with 

Dix,  John  A 382,387,391, 

395, 418, 433, 436, 440, 443, 449, 451, 452,  454, 461, 472,  474, 480, 482,  521, 714 

King,  Rufus 706,708 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 376,430,442,451,452 

Treasury  Department,  U.  S 429 

Orders,  March  31,  1863 580 

Orders  in  cases  of 

Abandoned  and  Captured  Property 580 

Trade  and  Intercourse 580 

Ward,  -    — .    Mentioned x 409 

Ward,  Edward  W.     Mentioned 760 

Ward,  Giles  F.     Mentioned 99,100 

Ward,  John  E. 

Mentioned 317,575,735 

Report  of  capture  of  Battery  Huger,  Va. ,  April  19,  1863 314 

Ward,  Robert  B.    Mentioned 132 

Wardrop,  David  W. 

Mentioned 272, 279, 287, 298,  359, 575, 677, 729, 735, 1093 

Itinerary  of  Reserve  Brigade.     Siege  of  Suffolk,  Va.,  April  24-May  1 298 

Warner,  John  A. ,  Steamer.    Mentioned 295, 387, 422, 429 

Warren,  Edward  J.     Mentioned 1092 

Washburn,  Israel,  jr.     Mentioned 461 

Washington,  N.  C. 

Attack  on,  September  6,  1862. 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S.,  with  Army 5 
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"Washington,  N.  C.— Continued. 
Attack  on,  September  6,  1862. 
Reports  of 

Foster,  John  G * 4,  5 

French,  Samuel  G 10 

Mix,  John 7 

Potter,  Edward  E 6 

Defenses  of  (immediate). 
Communications  from 

Prince,  Henry 669, 670 

Spinola,  F.  B 668 

Prince,  Henry. 

Assigned  to  command  of  the 669 

Relieved  from  command  of  the 670 

Expedition  to,  April  17-19,  1863.     Reports  of 

Foster,  John  G 212 

Heckman,  Charles  A 221 

Naglee,  Henry  M 220 

See  also  March  30- April  20,  1863.     Siege  of  Washington,  N.  C.,  and  pursuit 
of  Confederate  forces.     Reports  of 

Foster,  John  G.  Palmer,  Tunis  N.    (Itinerary). 

Siege  of,  and  pursuit  of  Confederate  forces,  March  30-April  20,  1863. 

Casualties.     Returns  of.     Union  Troops 217 

Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 586, 589,  711 

Daniel,  Juuius 951, 954, 974 

Dix,  John  A 585,618,622,629 

Foster,  John  G 223, 228, 231-235, 594, 622, 623, 627 

Garnett,  Richard  B 955,971,975,978,984,988,989,991,992,1001 

Hunter,  David 602 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 585, 588, 589, 591-593, 601 

Lee,  S.  P 631 

Longstreet,  James 931,932,937,941,943,945,968-970,972,973,990 

Ludlow,  William  H 601 

Palmer,  Inn  is  N 227, 

228, 248, 251, 578, 579,  584, 585,  589,  593, 594, 612,  617, 618, 646 

Peck,  John  J 590 

Pettigre  w,  J.  J 985, 990 

Prince,  Henry 228-230,236 

Van  Bnren,  D.  T 5fc5 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 943,972 

See  also  Dix  to  HaUecJc,  p.  579  ;  Longstreet  to  Lee,  pp.  942, 959, 960 ; 
Lee  to  Longstreet,  p.  943. 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S.,  with  Army 211- 

215, 217, 218, 223, 224, 228-232, 241-244 
Itineraries. 

Jourdan,  James,  2d  Brigade,  5th  Division,  18th  Army  Corps 254 

Palmer,  Innis  N. ,  1st  Division ,  18th  Army  Corps 219 

Spinola,  F.  B.,  1st  Brigade,  5th  Division,  18th  Army  Corps 254 

Wessells,  Henry  W.,  4th  Division,  18th  Army  Corps 222 

Reports  of 

Foster,  John  G 211,212 

Potter,  Edward  E.,  April  16-17, 18(i3 218,219 

Prince,  Henry,  April  4-6,1863 222 

Richmond,  Silas  P.,  April  7-10, 1863 237 
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Washington,  N.  C.— Continued. 

Siege  of,  and  pursuit  of  Confederate  forces,  March  30- April  20,  1863. 
Reports  of 

Spinola,  F.  B., 

April  1-4,  1863 240 

April  8-9,  1863 244,247 

Taylor,  David  A r 217 

See  also 

April          9, 1863.  BlounVs  Creek.     Action  at. 

13-21, 1863.  Swift  Creek  Village.    Expedition  to. 
16-21, 1863.  Elusion.     Expedition  toward. 
17-19, 1863.   Washington.     Expedition  to. 

20, 1863.  Sandy  Eidge.     Skirmish  at. 
Skirmish  near,  Feb.  13, 1863.    Reports  of 

Jocknick,  George  F 156 

Lyman,  Luke 155 

Washington,  N.  C.,  Comdg.  Officer  Confederate  forces  nearest.    Corre 
spondence  with  Edward  E.  Potter 424 

Washington,  Department  of.    Orders,  Special,  series  1863:  No.  57,  608. 

Washington,  James  A.     Mentioned 945, 956 

Washington,  John  C.     Mentioned 924,982 

Waterbury,  Mr.     Mentioned 333 

Waterman,  James  H.     Mentioned 90 

Watson,  P.  H.     Mentioned 436 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department,  U.  S. 

Watts,  Thomas  H.     Mentioned 888 

Wave  Queen,  Steamer.     Mentioned 897 

Wead,  Frederick  F.     Mentioned 577,737 

Webb,  W.  W.     Mentioned 577 

Weber,  Max.    Mentioned 377 

Webster,  Ralph  C.     Mentioned 97 

Weehawken,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 530,533,857 

Welles,  Gideon.     Mentioned 2, 

4, 15, 34, 45, 52, 124, 183, 210, 267, 385, 397, 402,  407,  409,  412,  413,  417- 
421,  427,  429,  431,  433,  436,  438,  440,447-449,451,537,587,597,651 
For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Navy  Department,  U.  S. 
Wellman,  Abijah  J. 

Mentioned 92,96,500 

Report  of  engagement  at  Kinston,  N.  C.,  Dec.  14,  1862 98 

Wells,  Francis  S.     Mentioned 223 

Wells,  Henry  A.     Mentioned 59, 60 

Wells,  W.  W.     Mentioned 131,367,369 

Wentz,  Erasmus  L.     Mentioned 716,724 

Weiizel,  John  F.     Mentioned 206 

Wessells,  Henry  W. 

Assignments  to  command 652 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  John  G 147,355,721 

Spinola,  F.  B 252,253 

Itinerary  of  4th  Division,  18th  Army  Corps.    Siege  of  Washington,  N.  C., 

March  15-April  13,  1863 ___ 222 

Mentioned 20,33,34,38,39,41,42,54-59,74,77,79,81, 

85, 92, 94, 98-100, 227, 253, 254,  376, 377,  385, 414,  454, 459,  460,  468-470,  473, 
474, 476,  477, 480,  484,  487, 491,  494, 496, 499,  500, 505,  512,  516,  533, 547,  548, 
576, 594, 598,  617, 618,  647, 652,  668, 678, 679,  737, 982, 988, lOGO, 1064, 1087 
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Wessells,  Henry  W.— Continued. 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  5-21,  1862,  during  expedition  to  Goldsborough, 

N.  C 95 

West  Branch,  Va.     Engagement  at  mouth  of,  April  14,  1863.     See  April  11- 
May  4,  1863.     Siege  of  Suffolk,  Va.     Reports  of 
Getty,  George  W.    .  Peck.  John  J. 

West,  Department  of  the.*     French,  Samuel  G.,  assigned  to  duty  in 1077 

West  End,  Steamer.     Mentioned 276, 

280,  305,  408, 413, 483, 484, 610, 616, 621, 625, 636, 658, 674, 697 

West,  George.    Mentioned 1007,1017 

West,  James.     Mentioned 880 

West,  Robert  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 266,629,693 

King,  Rufus 266,612 

Mentioned 262-266,  595, 596, 598, 601, 607, 677,  693,  717, 728,  729, 734, 995 

West  Point,  Va. 

Affair  near,  April  16,  1863.     See  Pamunkey  River,  Va. 
Evacuation  of,  by  Union  forces,  May  31- June  1,  1863. 
Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 730 

Dix,  John  A 727,732,733 

Lee,  S.P 731 

War  Department,  C.  S 1090,1092 

Itinerary  of  Gordon's  division,  4th  Corps,  May  4-June  1,  1863 372 

Report  of  George  H.  Gordon .. 372 

Expeditious  to, 

Jan.  7-9,  1863.     See   Yorktown,  Va.     Expedition  from,  Jan.  7-3,  1863. 
Jan.  13,  1863. 

Communications  from  Erasmus  D.  Keyes 515 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S.,  \vith  Army 515 

Occupation  of,  by  Union  forces,  May  7,  1863.     Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 624,  701, 709 

Dix,  John  A 649,690,691,699,701,702,704-706 

King,  Rufus ., 706 

Lee,  Robert  E 1056 

Lee,  S.P 698,704 

Peck,  John  J 690 

See  also  Dix  to  Lee,  p.  697 ;  Dix  to  Halleck,  p.  707. 
West  Virginia  Troops.    Mentioned. 
Infantry— Regiments:  16th,  608. 

Wetherill,  Samuel.     Mentioned 33,125,126,140,280 

What  ton,  Captain.     Mentioned 1047 

Wheaton,  William  L.    Mentioned *..  585,613 

For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.  and  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Innis  N.  Palmer. 

Wheelan,  James  N.     Mentioned 4, 126, 133, 138, 180, 303, 305 

Wheelan,  William.     Mentioned 19 

Wheeler,  John  J.    Mentioned 49,501,577 

Whipple,  Charles.     Mentioned 575, 1093 

White,  A.     Mentioned - 539 

White,  Alvin.    Mentioned 1 735 

White,David  B.     Mentioned 737 

White,  Edward.     Mentioned 119 

*  Joseph  E.  Johnston's  geographical  command. 
76  K  R—-VOL  XVIII 
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White  Hall,  N.  C.     Engagement  at,  Dec.  16, 1862.    Report  of  B.  H.  Robertson.       121 
See  also  Dec.  11-20,  1862.     Expedition  to  Goldslorougli,  N.  C.     Reports  of 
Amory,  Thomas  J.  C.  Hall,  Newton.  Pickett,  Josiah. 

Chambers,  John  G.  Heckman,  Charles  A.  Smith,  Gustavus  "W. 

Codman,  Charles  B,.  Holbrook,  Charles  L.  Stevenson,  Thomas  G. 

Fellows,  John  F.  Jeuney,  Edwin  S.  Taylor,  David  A. 

Foster,  John  G.  Ledlie,  James  H.  Zabriskie,  Aurarn. 

-White  Hall  Bridge,  N.  C.     Aftair  at,  Dec.  15, 1862.     See  Dec.  11-20,  1862.     Ex 
pedition  to  Goldaboroitgh,  -N.  C.     Reports  of 

Foster,  John  G.  Smith,  Gustavus  W. 

White,  John  B.     Mentioned : 272,299 

Whitehead,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 223,243,260 

Whitehead,  Mr.     Mentioned 125 

Whitehead,  Jeff.     Mentioned 44 

Whitehead,  W.  B.     Mentioned 44 

White  House,  Va.     Expedition  to,  Jan.  7-9,  1863.     See  Yorktown,  Va.    Expe- 

'  dition  from,  Jan.  7-9,  1863. 

White  Oak  Creek,  N.  C.     Skirmish  at,  Jan.  19,  1863,     See  New  Berne,  N.  C. 
Reconnaissance  from,  Jan.  17-21,  1863. 

Whitford,  Edward.     Mentioned 1023 

Whitford,  John  D.    Mentioned 859 

Whitford,  John  N. 

Correspondence  with  D.  H.  Hill 1022, 1054 

Mentioned 194, 255, 824, 914, 921,  924, 971, 990, 1012, 1053, 1074, 1085 

Whiting,  Jasper  S.     For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Gen 
eral^  Office,  C.  S.  A.' 
Whiting,  W.  H.  C. 

Address  to  people  of  Wilmington,  N.  C 787 

Assignments  to  command 770 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 848,913,922 

Baker,  John  A 821,844,850,851,858 

Beauregard,  G.  T 780,791,805,806,816,821,822, 

825-827, 833, 836, 838, 839, 842, 850, 871, 875, 881, 1011, 1012, 1017, 1035, 1058 

Benbow,  H.  L , 873 

Planner,  J.  H 1035 

French,  Samuel  G • 785,852,855,863,868 

Gist,  S.  II 801 

G wathmey,  Washington 843 

Harrison,  George  P.,  jr 831,851 

Hedrick,  John  J 848 

Hill,  D.  H 893,896,904,910, 

972, 982, 987, 1022, 1041, 1045,  1048,  1049, 1052,  1058, 1070,  1073,  1076,  1080 

Laf^b,  William 843,857 

Longstreet,  James 905, 907, 913, 920, 943, 945, 947, 949, 961, 962, 972, 973 

Lynch,  W.  F 820,863 

Navy  Department,  C.  S. 1024 

Newkirk,  Abraham  F 808 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 790,879,887 

Ordnance  Department,  C. 'S.  A 868,  1035 

Radcliffe,  James  D 794 

Rhett,  T.  S   1000 

Sharp,  R.  J 1030 

Simonton,  Charles  H..  806 
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"Whiting,  W.  H.  C.— Continued. 
Correspondence  with 

Smith,  Gustavus  W 773,780,783,786,789,791, 

794, 802-806, 808, 816,  830,  833,  837, 838,  844,  850,  855,  857,  858, 864, 867, 869 

Subsistence  Department,  C.  S.  A 940 

Walker,  H.  P 1056 

War  Department,  C.  S 774, 781, 782, 862, 867,  872, 875, 892, 897. 

899,  904, 9J2, 938, 939, 951, 962,  971,  977, 980, 983, 988, 1005, 1024, 1058, 1081 

Mentioned 108, 167, 189, 770,  771, 773, 776, 7-2, 783,  787, 788, 793, 794,  801, 

809,  832,  833,  836, 838,  840, 844,  85.6, 858, 859,  864-866, 868, 871, 873,  875, 879, 
890,  901,  90?, 905, 909, 911, 916, 917, 921, 925, 938, 941, 947, 949, 961, 962,  964, 
965,969,972,983,986,990,998,1000,1012-1015,  1018,  1023,  1030,1034,1059 

Report  of  capture  of  U.  S.  S.  Ellis,  on  New  River,  N.  C.,  Nov.  25, 1862 34 

Whitiier.  W.  H.     Mentioned 144 

"Whitney,  Russell  M.     Mentioned 259 

"Whitney,  Stephen.     Mentioned 18,134,280 

Whiton,  John  C.     Mentioned 736 

Whitty ,  Jasper  M.     Mentioned 1093 

"Why tal,  Thomas  G.     Mentioned 509 

Widow,  Schooner. 

Mentioned 985 

Seizure  of.     Communications  from  R.  B.  Garnett 984 

Wiestling,  George  B.     Mentioned ' 735, 1093 

Wilcox.  Cadmus  M.     Mentioned 704,  705 

"Wild,  E.  A.     Mentioned ', 659,7:73 

"Wilder,  C.  B. 

Correspondeuc3  with  John  A.  Dix ; 570,  591,  739 

Mentioned 391,395,570 

"Wiley,  "W.  J.     Mentioned -. 197,198 

Wilkes,  Charles.     Mentioned 438, 555 

Wilkeson,  Bayard.     Mentioned 134 

Willard.  Benjamin.     Mentioned 880 

"Willard,  Elkaiia.     Mentioned 880 

Willard,  Lee.     Mentioned 880" 

Willard,  Lucinda.     Mentioned 669 

Willard,  William.     Mentioned...'.... 860 

Willcox.  Orlando  B.     Mentioned 149,457,562-565 

William  Penn.  Vessel.     Mentioned 448 

Williams,  Augustus  H.  D.     Mentioned 1093 

"Williams,  Fort,  N.  C.     Fort  at  Plymouth,  N.  C.     (So  called) 644 

Williams,  Griffin  S.     Mentioned 242 

Williams.  John.     Mentioned ^ 880 

Williams,  L.  B.     Mentioned 170 

Williams.  R.  K.     Mentioned .- 116 

"Williams.  Seth.     For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adj  utant-General.  see  George 
B.  HcCleUan  ;  also  Joseph  Hooker. 

Williams,  Thomas.     Mentioned 644 

"Williams.  Willis.     Mentioned 14 

Williamsburg,  Va. 

Reconnaissance  from,  Nov.  22,  1862. 

Communications  from  John  A.  Dix 461 

.  , Report  of  John  A.  Dix 34 

Scout  from,  Jan.  19,  1863. 

Communications  from  Erasmus  D.  Keyes 130 

Report  of  William  G.  McCandless 130 
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Williai::sburg,  Va.— Continued. 

Skirmishes  at. 
Sept.  9,  1862. 

Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 11 

Dix,  John  A 387,390 

Court-martial  in  case  of  Jacob  P.  Wilson 11-13 

Report  of  John  A.  Dix 11 

March  29,  1863. 

Communications  from 

Busteed,  Richard 203,204,206 

Dix,  John  A 205 

Reports  of 

Busteed,  Richard 203 

Lewis,  William 205 

Tabb,  William  B 207 

Wallace,  G.  A 208 

Wise,  Henry  A 206 

April  11,  1863. 

Communications  from 

Dix,  John  A 728 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 263-266,595 

King,  Rufus : 266 

West,  Robert  M '. 266 

Reports  of 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 262 

King,  Rufus 262-266 

Williamson,  Samuel  M.     Mentioned 148, 150 

Willsoii,  John  M. 

Mentioned 8,68,368,424,559 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Sandy  Ridge,  N.  C.,  April  20,  1863 239 

"Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Address  to  people  of.     (Whiting) 787 

Defenses  of  (immediate).     Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 770,773,817 

Beauregard,  G.  T 836,838,839,1011,1017 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 756 

Frobel,  B.  W 842 

Hill,  D.  H 893,1005 

Longstreet,  James 913 

Lynch,  W.  F 858 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 1023,1024 

Rhett,  T.  S 770 

War  Department,  C.  S 912 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 773, 

774,- 790,  820,  827,  831,  842,  843,  848,  852,  857,  862,  863,  867-869,873,887, 
892,  896,  899,  904,  913,  922,  980,  982,  988,  1000, 1005, 1022, 1024, 1049,  1076 

See  also  Vance  to  Seddon,  p.  1027. 
Operations  about.     Communications  from 

Beauregard,  G.  T 842,850 

Martin,  W.  F 851 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 8-21,842-844,848,850,851,1041,1045,1048,1052 

Re-enforcements  for.     Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 826,1031 

Beauregard,  G.  T 816, 817, 822,  825, 826, 836, 1011-1013, 1017, 1034-1036 
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Wilmington,  N.  C. — Continued. 

Re-enforcements  for.     Communications  from 

Davis,  Jefferson 1015,1082 

Gist,  S.  R 818 

Longstreet,  Jarnes 907,920 

Smith,  Gustavus  W 770, 776, 782, 788,  792, 816,  830, 832 

War  Department,  C.  S  . ..  776, 777, 782,  816, 980, 983, 1012, 1015-1017, 1081, 1082 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 773, 

774, 780-783,  785-787, 789-791, 801, 825, 833,  897, 1022, 1035, 1080, 1081 
See  also  Smith  to  Lee,  p.  786 ;  Longstreet  to  Seddon,  pp.  996, 1014.     Also 
Notes,  pp.  799,  908. 

Supplies  for.     Communications  from  W.  H.  C.  Whiting 940 

WThiting,  W.  H.  C.,  assigned  to  command  of  the  Cape  Fear  River 770 

Wilson,  Steamer.     Mentioned 105,177,241,242 

Wilson,  C.  C.     Mentioned 865,866 

Wilson,  H.  W.     Mentioned 59,527 

Wilson,  Jacob  P. 

Court-martial  in  case  of 11-13 

Mentioned 12,13,390 

Wilson,  James.     Mentioned , 272, 299 

Wilson,  John  E.     Mentioned '. 544 

Wilson,  William  R.     Mentioned 576,734,1094 

Winans,  Ira.     Mentioned 376,377 

Winder,  John  H,. 

Correspondence  with  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 931 

Mentioned 707,708,749,751,793,794,978,1059,1062,1077 

Windsor,  Va.     Skirmishes  near. 

Dec.  22,  1862.     Report  of  Orris  S.  Ferry 123 

March  9,  1863.     See  Suffolk,  Fa.     Reconnaissance  from,  March  7-9,  1863. 
Winfield,  N.  C.    Skirmish  at,  March  23,  1863.     Reports  of 

Dix,  John  A 201 

Foster,  John  G 202 

Peck,  John  J 202>203 

See  also  Gibbs  to  Longstreet,  p.  945. 

Winiiisimmet,  Steamer.    Mentioned 361 

Winston,  J.  R.     Mentioned 165 

Winterbotham,  John  R.     Mentioned 134,138 

Wisconsin  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— Batteries  :  2d,  133,137,  288,294,302,  303,307,  317,318,377, 
468,  487, 576,  677, 734, 1094  ;  4th,  278,  288,  293,  294,  303,  306,  309,  310,  317- 
319, 321, 322, 377, 468, 487, 576, 677, 734, 1094. 
Infantry—  Regiments:  19th,  271,287,  299,303,305,317,318,359,377,468,487, 

575, 6^5, 677, 735, 1093. 
Wise,  Henry  A. 

Correspondence  .with 

Councill,  J.  Calvin 797-800 

Di ckinson,  William 809 

Dix,  John  A 664 

Duke,  R.  T.  W 892 

Elzey ,  Arnold 153, 892, 920, 975, 994, 1006, 1019, 1035 

Harmau,  William 808,809 

Smith,  Gustavus  W - 795 

Tabb,  William  B ' 886 

Mentioned 262-265, 435,  464,  563,  598,  600,  601,  604,  607, 

610,  622, 628,  629, 641,  651,  §52,  673, 684, 728,  733,  751,  759,  762, 764,  786,  793, 
800, 807, 810, 814, 866, 901, 917, 952, 965-968, 970, 1032, 1036, 1059, 1086, 1088 
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Wise,  Henry  A. — Continued*. 
Reports  of 

Olive  Branch  Church,  Va.     Skirmish  at,  Feb.  7,  1863 152 

Williamsburg,  Va.     Skirmish  at,  March  29,  1863 206 

Wise,  Peyton.     Report  of  affair  on  the  Paniunkey  River,  April  16, 1863 312 

Wise's  Cross-Roads,  N.  C.     Skirmish  at,  April  28,  1863.     See  Einaton,  N.  C. 

Expedition  toward,  'April  27-Maij  1,  1863. 
Wistar,  Isaac  J. 

Assignments  to  command 686 

Itinerary  of  Reserve  Brigade,  Department  of  Virginia,  during  operations 

on  the  Norfolk  and  Petersburg  Railroad,  Va.,  May  15-28,  1863...       359 

Mentioned 686,729,735 

Withers,  John.     For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  A.  and  I,  G.'s  Office,  C,  S.  A. 

Woodford,  Stewart  L.     Mentioned 734 

Woodis,  Hunter,  Steamer.     Mentioned 611 

Woods,  Jo.    Mentioned 893 

Woodward,  Thomas  J.     Correspondence  with  C.  W.  Flusser 462 

Wool,  JohnE.     Mentioned 388,389,392,428,430,436,437,442,449,480 

Wooten,  James.     Mentioned , 880 

'Worth,  Gustavus  A.    Mentioned 280 

Worth,  William  K.     Mentioned 79 

Worthington,  W.  N.     Mentioned 121,122,1051 

Wren,  John  F.     Mentioned 1070 

'Wright,  A.  R.     Mentioned ...f 385 

Wright,  Clement  G.     Mentioned 1008, 1074 

Wright,  Dempsey.     Mentioned 259 

'Wright,  F.  M.     Mentioned 788 

Wright,  Horatio  G.    Mentioned 948 

Wright,  William.     Mentioned 259 

Wright,  S.  T.    Mentioned 144,145,750 

Wyandotte,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 432,439,444,450,588 

Wyatt,  James  W.     Mentioned , -- 191 

Yorktown,  Va. 
Defenses  of. 

Board  of  Army  Officers  to  examine. 

Appointed 379 

Report  of 379 

Review  of  report  of,  by  G.  W.  Cullum 381 

Communications  from 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 378,380 

McClellan,  George  B 373,374 

Peck,  John  J , 391 

Memorandum  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores 381 

Expeditions  from. 
Jan.  7-9,  1863. 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S.,  with  Army '. 124 

Report  of  Erasmus  D.  Keyes 124 

April  1,  1863. 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S.,  with  Army 256-258 

Reports  of 

Andrews,  William  S 257 

Gillis,  J.  H. 256,258 

•  Keyes,  Erasmus  D 256 
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Yorktown,  Va.— Continued. 

Reconnaissance  from,  Dec.  11-15,  1862. 
Communications  from 

Dix,  John  A h 479 

Naglee,  Henry  M • 479,482 

Report  of  Henry  M.  Naglee 49 

Van  Alen,  James  H.     Relieved  from  command  at 427 

Young,  George  F.    Mentioned 274,280 

Young,  Louis  G.     Mentioned 193 

Young,  W.  L.     Mentioned 849,922,923,  1049 

Young's  Cross-Roads,  N.  C. 

Expedition  to,  March   7,  1863.     See  New  Seme,  N.  C.     Expedition  from, 

March  6-10,  18(53. 
Reconnaissance  to,  Jan.  19,  1863.    See  New  Berne,  N.  C.  Reconnaissance  from, 

Jan.  17-21,  1863. 
Zabriskie,  Abram. 

Mentioned 92,501,577,737 

Report  of  expedition  to  Goldsborough,  N.  C.,  Dec.  11-20,  1862 . .       94 

Zeigler,  M.  G.     Mentioned 114 

Zeiit,  Samuel  M.     Mentioned 294 

Zuni,  Va. 

Affair  near,  Oct.  3, 1862.     See  Blaclcwater,  Va.     Skirmish  on  the,  Oct.  3, 1862. 
Skirmishes  at  and  near. 

Oct.  25, 1862.     Report  of  John  A.  Dix 19 

Nov.  14, 1862.     See  Suffolk,  Fa.     Operations  about,  Nov.  12-14, 1862. 
Dec.  8-12  1862.     See  Blackwater,  Va.     Eeconnaissance  to,  Dec.  8-12, 1862. 
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